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nfief :  not  merely  to  pass  a  law  or  two  to  relieve  the  Treas- 
nrj  1^  railing  money  from  the  people,  and  then  go  home. 
The  idee,  he  said,  appeared  to  he  very  general  that  there 
mutt  be  a  receaa.  But  he  eonld  not  aee  tho  neceaoity  or 
adequate  leaaon  of  adjoaming.  But  if  it  were  settled  that 
dii*  ia  to  be  ao  ahort  a  aeaaion,  and  that  mtoasares  ao  import- 
ant are  to  take  their  final  deeiaion,  at  any  rate,  before  it 
ckaea,  why  then,  Mr.  A.  obserted,  it  were  better  the  aea- 
aion were  ihortened  as  moch  as  poasihie.  Tt  were  better, 
in  &c^  Co  adjoam  at  once-*to-morrow.  We  have  done 
miaeBBf  enough,  he  remarked,  already,  for  the  sake  of  re- 
Jirfing  the  Treaaury.  It  would  not  be  difficult,  however, 
to  lay  the  eountry  under  a  yet  further  burden  than  that  al- 
ready impoaed  upon  it — ^by  the  paaaage,  meantime,  of  the 
biU  which  givea  Government  ten  or  twelve  miliiona  of  dol- 
ian  mom.  It  would  be  eaay  to  do  thia  in  one  day  by  the 
ul  af  the  provioua  question.   And  dien,  why  not  go  home  ? 

Mr.  A.  remarked  that  he  had  heaid  no  arguments  for 
adjoDrnment  which  had  been  based  upon  conaiderations  of 
poUie  interests,  but  only  on  those  of  mere  private  aecom- 
BMdalion ;  jost,  aaid  he,  as  we  get  all  the  gold  and  silver, 
while  the  people  get  nothing  but  rags. 

Bat  there  was  one  other  money  bill  the  House  might, 
ky  the  aid  of  the  previous  question,  also  get  through 
whhia  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Senate  for  the  duration 
of  the  aeaaion.  Beaidea  the  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
tan  for  the  Treasury,  there  waa  a  bill  on  the  table  appro- 
priating two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  more  «<  for  the 
aoppieauoo  of  Indian  hostilitiea."  Being  one  of  that 
highly  &vored  claaa  of  appropriation  billa  which  he  had 
M>ie  deaignated  as  <*acalping-knife  and  tomahawk  billa,'' 
it  would  be  moat  easy  to  paas  it  by  the  previous  question  at 
•ny  momeoL 

Mr.  A.  gmve  as  a  reason  why  he  would  not  vote  for  that 
kill,  if  it  ibould  come  up,  that  no  such  appropriation  as  it 
'■^ss  was  called  for  by  the  Executive.  It  was  not  mention- 
ed in  the  message.  There  had  been  no  intimation  from  any 
quaiter,  that  ahould  be  taken  as  authority  by  the  House  in 
ttatteia  so  important,  that  $3,000,000  more  of  the  people's 
money  waa  wanted  in  addition  to  the  large  sums  already 
ppprsprialed  for  the  aame  object.  But,  said  Mr.  A.,  it 
eaema  to  be  the  object  of  this  session  of  Congress,  rejecting 
all  conaideration  of  the  claims  and  memorials  of  the  people, 
to  do  only  what  in  England  is  significantly  denominated 
"  the  Kiog'fl  boainesa,"  and  then  to  go  home  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible! 

The  SPEAKER  here  suggested  that  the  bill  making  ap- 
ttroprMliooa  for  the  suppressiott  of  Indian  hostilities  was  not 
mm  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  with  great  deference  to  the  Speaker, 
^«Hild  auggest  that  he  was  in  order  while  giving  aa  a  raa^ 
kMi  why  Congresa  ahould  not  adjourn  neit  Monday,  that 
Uiportaot  billa  were  yet  to  be  acted  on  by  the  Houae,  and 
b  stfeogihen  his  argument  by  ahowing  tMli^lmportaoce. 
I  The  SPEAKER  conceded  that  right,  but  denied  to  the 
HBtleman  the  power  ef  going  into  the  merits  of  those 
fcmnin,  or  either  of  them,  under  the  rules  of  the  House. 
I  Mr.  ADAMS.  Those  measurea  cannot  be  diacuaaed 
MttMmt  taking  more  time  than  will  be  allowed  us  if  this 
ftaelation  peases.  Nor  would  it  be  conristeut  with  the 
Htoper  diaeussion  of  matiera  ao  imporUnt  to  adjourn  before 
w^  coramenoement  of  the  ordinary  session.  And,  there- 
bw,  not,  however,  hoping  that  he  should  be  sucoesslul  in 
ka  appeal,  he  suggested  to  gentleman  the  expedienoy  of 
joking  the  slight  sacrifice  of  their  personal  oonveniencea 
the  public  good.   Theae  inconvenieneea  had  moatly  been 

idy  inenrred;  and,  let  gentlemen  aay  what  they  will, 
impmetion,  already  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  fram 
land,  [Mr.  Joavaoir,]  will  be  in  the  mouth' of  every 
woman,  and  child  in  the  country,--''*  you  went  home 
_t  doable  mileage  I" 
Mr.  A,  waa  going  en  to  aHude  lo  the  wtxn/t  wWeh  bad 
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been  adopted  in  the  House  in  regard  to  the  resolution  of 
inquiry  into  the  cauaea  of  delay  in  proaecnting  and  termi- 
nating the  Florida  war,  and  which  (said  Mr.  A.)  seems  to 
have  been  sent  to  ''the  paradise  of  fools," — ^when  he  was 
interrupted  by  Mr.  Cam BRXLEire,  who  called  him  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  Mr.  A.  ahould  confine  him- 
self to  the  question  immediately  before  the  House,  instead 
of  referring  to  so  many  distinct  subjects. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  endeavor  to  hedge  himself 
within  limits  as  closely  as  posnble ;  and  if  he  did  chance  to 
tranagress  the  bounds  of  debate,  even  though  it  be  ever  so 
little,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
who  knows  his  absolute  power  in  this  House,  will,  no 
doubt,  check  him  and  bring  him  back. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  referred  to  two  or  three  of  the  meas- 
urea before  the  House  for  consideration.  He  would  merely 
allude  to  two  other  great  financial  meaaurea,  which  also 
awaited  their  action :  the  innumerable  sub'treaturies  on 
one  side,  and  on  the  other  a  return  to  deposite  banks.  So 
much  is  to  be  said  on  both  sides,  and  so  much  is  to  be  said 
against  both  sides,  of  this  question,  there  certainly  could 
not  be  much  time  to  spare,  if  they  were  to  be  discussed  aa 
they  ahould  be,  prior  to  the  9th  or  the  1 6th  inst.,  unless,  to 
be  sure,  the  previous  question  should  be  invoked  to  settle 
the  matter ;  and  if  that  ia  to  be  used,  it  may  aa  well  be  re- 
sorted to  immediately  upon  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
as  at  any  other  time.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  holds  in  his  hands  the  debates  of  this 
House,  and  whenever  a  question  has  been  debated  as  long 
aa  he  thinks  proper  or  convenient,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  put 
down  his  foot,  and  the  gag  is  at  once  upon  us.  Besides, 
there  would  be  some  reaaon  for  the  paasage  of  these  bills,  if, 
being  done  in  a  hurry,  they  will  aAerwards  find  the  apolo- 
gy for  their  passage,  which,  were  they  to  be  adopted  afVer 
deliberation,  they  could  never  obtain. 

It  ia  the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen  that  the  sub-Treasu- 
ry system  was  not  intended  to  be  discussed  in  that  Houae. 
It  had  been  called  a  bold  measure  in  the  Preaidcnt  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  given  up  his  usual  '*  non-commit- 
tal** policy  in  recommending  it.  Perhaps,  said  Mr.  A., 
h  was  the  more  <*  bold"  from  this  very  consideration,  that 
it  was  not  to  be  discussed,  and  was  not  intended  to  be  pass- 
ed. On  this  he  would  give  no  opinion ;  he  would  leave 
the  solution  of  ihe  problem  to  **  that  great  teacher.  Time." 
At  all  events,  ft  could  not,  if  it  was  intended,  tve  discussed 
and  passed  in  so  short  a  space  as  wan  proposed.  It  was  a 
great  measure  of  revenue,  calling  mudi  profound  finance, 
much  deep  philoaophy,  and,  more  than  all  to  bo  conaidered 
here,  much  warm  party  spirit,  into  action  upon  it.  It 
could  not  so  soon  be  settled,  except  by  the  intervention  of 
the  previous  question,  and,  if  that  were  intended,  he  would 
aay,  let  us  come  to  the  question  at  once,  even  this  very 
day. 

Beaides  these  most  important  matters,  there  was  one 
other,  to  which  he  would  briefly  allude,  but  with  regard  to 
the  merita  of  which  Mr.  A.  said  he  should  express  no 
opinion  then.  He  had  allusion  to  the  Mississippi  contest- 
ed election.  Here  we  have  two  members,  deciding  on  all 
important  question »--for,  in  these  days,  said  Mr.  A.,  we 
find  a  majority  of  two  upon  important  questions  in  this 
House— while  a  large  portion  of  the  House  entertain  the 
opinion  thnt  they  have  no  right  here  at  all !  Besides,  it 
waa  an  important  constitutional  question,  and  involving, 
too,  a  question  df  deep  interest  to  the  State  of  Misaissippi, 
and  there  certainly  was  not  time  to  do  justice  to  it,  before 
the  day  proposed  for  adjournment.  Mr.  A.,  however,  would 
take  the  occasion  to  Remark,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sult oflhis  question,  be  was  glad  those  gentlemen  (Messrs. 
C&ArBOBirx  and  Oho£sov)  had  been  in  the  House  du- 
ring this  session.  They  had,  at  all  eventa,  the  voice  of  Ihe 
people  of  Missiaslppi  in  favor  of  their  being  here  thus  long ; 
and  it  n  better  that  they  ahould  be  here  without  a  perfect 
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i'lUe,  ih«n  that  Ibe  people  of  tUeir  State  Bbonld  >be  uncepro- 
tented  oo-thia  floor.  Tbe  ezpieaaion  of  tbis  opinion  may  be 
a  poliiical  bereey,  but  Buch  was  bis  view  of  tbe  conatitation. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  expressing  tbe  wiaib  tbat  his  dis- 
seQt  to  the  princjiple  of  making  tbe  present  an  extra  ses- 
sion merely,  be  entered  upon  the  journal.  Tbisy  he  said, 
bad  Iwen  the  main  object  he  had  in  view,  in  making  the 
remarlts  be  bad  dqne  to  tbe  llouse. 

Mr.  PATTON  could  not  vote  for  the  hai  amendment, 
|of  it  was  jmlifaly  ^ -early  to  fix  the  adjournment  of  the 
ge^oral  session ;  especially  as  they  had  lost  all  the  tim^  o( 
the  present  session  in  the  general  pnblic  and  private  buei* 
uess  of  tbe  couptry,  by  tbe  adoption  of  the  order  to  take  up 
and  consider  nothing  but  what  was  contained  in,  or  recom- 
mended by,  tbe  President's  message.  He  contended,  bow- 
ever,  tbat  the  time  proposed  in  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  was  too  short  for  tbe  deUberation  of  a 
measure  of  such  importance  as  the  one  adverted  to.  The 
fiienate,  consisting  of  only  fifty  members,  had  been  discuss- 
ing tbis  very  bill,  tbe  sub-Treasury  scheme,  for  about  three 
woeks,  labile  a  sis^le  fortnight  onJy  was  to  be  allowed  for 
the  discussion,  not  only  of  that  measure,  but  of  tbe  resolu- 
tion on  tbe  subject  of  a  national  bank,  the  Mississippi  elec- 
tion, the  State  bank  project,  and  all,  in  a  body  of  nearly 
two  hundred  members,  consisting  of  the  direct  representa- 
tives from  tbe  people. 

Mr.  P.  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
the  wbole  subject  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  agreed  with  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Pkucvhs]  as  to  the  importance  of  tbe  change  of  policy  pro- 
posed. A  change  from  a  paper  system  to  a  bard  money 
system,  so  fatal  and  disastrous  to  the  country,  he  would 
not  suffer  to  be  made  without  some  deliberation.  He  wish- 
ed to  go  home  and  consult  with  his  constituents  upon  this 
subject.  We  were  now  in  a  state  of  separation  from  the 
hanks ;  and,  therefore,  as  we  were  now  in  the  full  fruition 
of  its  advantages,  he  did  not  see  that  any  thing  was  to  be 
lost  by  tbe  postponement  of  tbe  divorce  bill  till  the  next 
session.  All  tbat  sustained  tbe  Utile  confidence  that  still 
lingered  in  the  country  was  the  hope  that  something  woukl 
Ite  done  for  its  relief.  His  colleague  need  not,  tbecefore, 
be  afraid  tbat  the  banks  would  resume  during  ihe  recess. 
He  feared  tbcrewas  little  hope  of  it 

Mr.  BOON  moved  (be  previous  question,  which  was  not 
seconded  by  a  majority  of  tbe  House :  YesB  7S,  nays  102. 

Mr.  CAMBR£LEN6  moved  to  suspend  tbe  rules  so  as 
to  take  tbe  question  on  each  amendment  auccessively. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  declared  such  a  motion  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  WISE  did  not  believe  it  was  the  intention  of  tbe 
administration  to  take  up  the  sub-Treaaury  scheme  at  all. 
He  inquired  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  begged  be  would  answer  him  candidly  and 
fairly,  if  such  was  their  intention,  whether  tbe  day  of  ad- 
journment was  fixed  at  the  9tb  or  tbe  Ifitb  instant  ? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  would  answer  the  gentleman. 
He  could  assure  him  tbat  he  would  take  ihe  earliest  op- 
portunity to  call  up  what  the  gentleman  was  diaposed  to 
call  tbe  sub-Treasury  bill;  and,  ao  far  from  fearing  to 
meet  that  question,  I  apprehend  (said  Mr.  0.)  tbat  gen- 
tlemen will  find  no  flinching  here  upon  that  subject ;  and 
we  will  see  whether  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
aot'-onllng  to  a  celebrated  letter,  will  <*  too  the  mark."  Let 
us  see  what  tbe  gentleman  will  do.  Let  us  have  no  non- 
committalism. 

In  conclusion,  be  assured  the  gentleman,  that  whether 
they  sat  there  for  one  week  or  two  weehs,  or  even  for  mx 
months,  he  should  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  bringing 
that  measure  forward,  after  having  dispoaed  of  the  difiSMent 
ueasuras  of  relief  proposed  for  tbe  country. 

Mr.  WISE.  Just  the  answer  I  expected,  Mr.  Speaker. 
I M  now,  move  than  ever,  asaured  ^at  tbe  **  opportunity" 


thus  defined  by  the  chairman  will  not  very  soon  occur. 
Tbe  idea  of  a  metallic  currency,  as  a  measure  to  be  canied 
out,  was  farthest  from  tbe  thoughts  of  tbe  admioistratkn 
party  in  that  House.  He  concurred  with  Mr.  Aojixi, 
tbat,  if  this  were  so.  Congress  had  better  adjourn  at  once. 
The  administrali^ui  can  adjourn  us  just  when  tJiey  pieaa^ 
and  will  do  so.  For  himself,  he  said  he  came  there  to  adnB- 
ister  relief  to  the  people ;  and,  with  the  geDtlaman  firam 
Masaachu^etta,  waa  ready  to  remain  there  not  only  till  tW 
jfijcst  Monday  in  April  next,  but  for  twelve  montha,  if  na- 
.cessary .  He  said  that  every  movement  ntade  there  convinced 
him  that  the  administration  had  no  intentioii  of  carrying 
out  tbat  plan.  He  hoped  tbat  the  oppoaition^  conaeTvativs 
and  all,  would  unite  in  remaining  there  until  it  waa  fairij 
demomstfated  that  it  was  the  fri^s  of  Ihe  adminiatiatioa 
who  adjourned  without  giving  relief  to  tha  oountiy . 

Many  measures,  as  had  truly  been  said,  were  bw 
for  our  discussion  and  settlemaot,  (continued  Mr.  Wisx;) 
among  them  was  the  plan  of  some  of  a  national  bank ;  aa- 
other,  that  of  the  conservatives,  of  continuing  the  Stats 
banks  as  depositories  of  the  public  money  ;  and  a  third,  thit 
of  the  sub-Treasury  system— Hi  system  which  waa  the  veiy 
embodiment  of  that  recommended  in  the  PreaidenCa  jnes- 
sage,  and  which  recommendation,  every  one  could  now  ses 
waa  insincere.  His  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
PicKXKS,]  who  had  come  ao  warmly  into  the  si^ipott,  in 
advance,  of  this  notable  scheme,  will  diaooTcr  hie  skistiki 
eie  long,  and  will  find  himself  left  in  the  lurch  by  the  pn- 
tended  advocates  of  his  favorite  meaaure  of  divorce.  He  vil 
be  left  in  tbe  lurch. 

Mr.  W.  here  adverted  to  the  change  in  the  relative  paa- 
tion  of  the  two  branobea  of  Congreas,  which  had  wecmUlf 
been  brought  about.  A  large  majority  in  the  Senate,  aid 
a  majority  of  two  in  the  House,  the  latter  not  even  origina- 
ting ita  own  revenue  bills,  while  these  bills,  in  both  brandiiiy 
are  precisely  the  aame,  prepared,  idMcm  verhut  oxaetly 
like  each  other,  and  sent  on  their  way  thiougih  (he  two 
Houses,  paripanu  / 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  here  remarked  that  tha  bUla pia- 
sented  aeveral  points  of  difference. 

Mr.  WIII3E  replied  that»  in  effect,  they  were  practssly 
identical,  and  that  auch  changiea  aa  had  been  made  in  thai 
originated  with  tbe  Senate. 

Six  or  seven  important  bills  were  on  the  calendar  lo  U 
acted  on.  None  of  theae  were  to  be  taken  up  before  tks 
aub-Treasury  bill,  it  appeared  by  the  order  in  which  they 
stood  there.  Mr.  Wisa  said  he  underttood  the  ga«ie  io  be 
played.  Tbe  depoalte  hanks  are  to  be  put  in  Hko  power 
of  the  Government.  Tbe  bills  were  ingoniously  pfepaiid; 
the  order  in  which  they  were  arranged  "was  also  palitiCi  as' 
such  as  was  obviously  deaigoed  lo  aecure  the  paasi^sC 
each,  and  tbe  entire  omission  or  defeat  of  the  sub-Trcaeniy 
bill.  Then^iyvhat  is  to  be  hereafter  aaid  to  the  conuuy  n 
excuse  for  doitig  nothing  iot  the  relief  of  the  peoploi— lbs 
grand  object  of  aasembling  bens  at  this  time  1  Why,  **  ths 
House  rafuaed  to  paaa  the  great  measure  of  the  aeaaiQB— 
tbe  system  of  divorcing  banka  from  State,  and  hence  lbs 
failure  to  produce  relief."  Again  would  he  say  to  hii 
frienda  who  had  comuiiued  thema^ea  in  fevor  of  ihia  pi»- 
ject,  that  they  had  hitter  taken  bond  and  aecnritj  of  lbs 
projectors  to  carry  tt  out,  before  they  gave  in  their  adbs- 
aion  to  ita  supfMrt.  The  President  bad  made,  what  kad 
been  claimed  lor  him — a  boki  eommittal,  but  it  waa  withom 
the  alighest  idea  that  the  meaaure  he  mcommanded  woaU 
ever  be  adopted,  even  by  hia  own  frienda.  He  waagbd 
that  the  President  had  done  this,  and  that,  like  Samson  of 
old,  he  had  become  shorn  of  hie  atrength  by  this  the  fivl 
act  of  eomnittal  in  all  hia  life.  Hia  admlwaftraiiaa  hsd  ae- 
tually  died  befom  it  had  ftirly  commenced. 

Mr.  Wiaa  hoped  the  Houae  would  vote  to  atay  whara 
they  were,  and  hold  the  adminbtraiien  to  their  own  plao% 
and  mo  whether  thia  pra|NMitio&  be  noi  a  gait— aan8ve--a 
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np.  He  hoped  tlMt  all  true  coiwcrrttlTes,  and  all  in  op- 
wham,  will  not  consent  to  adjourn  till  all  that  has  l^en 
RopoMd  by  tlie  administration  to  be  done  has  bad  a  fair 
JMBce  of  bfliDg  tried.  Lot  as  art,  and  let  us  talk,  too. 
Sooogh  btf  not  been  said  in  elucidation  of  (he  true  posirion 
tf  our  iflUfs.  We  have  yet  to  traTel  a  long  road  before 
i^ljoviiiBent'ihoald  bb  thought  of. 

Mr.  (H;A8C0CK  contended  that  the  bills  proposed  to 
bepsMJii  tbb  session  did  propose  to  afford  substantial 
irikf If  Ihe  country.  He  alluded  to  the  symptoms  now 
Iweoabgmore  and  more  apparent,  of  growing  prosperity 
hi  Uk  cottBtry,  and  to  the  measuTes  now  before  Congress 
k  die  mnlfontion  of  public  affirs.  In  doing  this,  he  made 
kMaRtuioo  to  the  vote  of  Mr.Wisi,  in  1834,  in  favor  of 
MrodfKhig  a  bill  establishing  substantially  the  same  sub- 
fmmiry  system  which  he  now  deprecates. 

Mr.  WISE  explained.  He  Had  voted  for  the  introduc 
ifltt  of  the  bill  in  question,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  and 
mRftf  kovirds  a  friend  and  colleague,  who  invoked  his  aid 
^Mof  the  measnie  before  the  House,  with  the  perfect  un- 
iManiitiiK  that  he  [Mr.  Wise]  would  vote  against  it  He 
lid  ilwayt  been,  as  now,  opposed  to  the  measure.. 

Kr.  GLASCOCK  resumed,  and  declared  that  he  was 
MiM  with  the  explanation.  •  He  then  expressed  himself 
I  favor  of  the  ISth  *  as  the  time  of  adjournment ;  and  if 
kit  did  not  prevail,  he  should  prefer  adjourning  on  the 
^  He  hoped,  however,  the  motion  to  postpone  would 
ktnJMtii 

Mr.  HAMER  said  that,  from  indications  which  had  been 
henl^iflbided  by  the  action  of  the  House,  he  had  come  to 
b  ceBdmioB  that  a  htfge  majority  of  the  House  had  deter- 
M  to  ailjoQni  some  time  befbre  the  firat  Mdnday  of  De- 
ilber  next ;  but  the  question  was,  how  long  before  that 
V^  If  it  bed  taken  the  House  four  weeks  to  pass  one  bill, 
^  leai  would  it  require  to  pass  some  half  dozen  which 
M  been  reported  ?  This  seemed  like  a  plain  sum  in  the  rule 
^thiee;  Vat  he  hoped  the  iasue  would  not  so  turn  out.  He 
In  wnt  on  to  argue  that,  as  the  minds  of  the  House  were 
•de  up  on  nearly  if  not  all  of  these  bills,  it  would  not  take 
tig  to  peei  upon  them ;  and  this  might  ae  well  be  done  by 
bSfh  M  by  the  Uth  of  the  month.  Two  weeks  certainly 
l^>ded  tnple  time.  As  soon  as  a  day  was  fixed,  discussion 
"mU  he  restrained. 

After  iMne  remarks  of  Mr.  BRI6G8,  who  called  him  to 
^0  ee  wandering  from  the  point, 

1^  qneiUoQ  was  put  on  Mr.  Pattoh's  motion  to  post- 
al* ^  o^iMf  fl^nd  it  was  negatived  without  a  count. 
DeqoMion  then  lecurring  on  striking  out  the  9th  and 
jjKiog  die  16th  instant, 

in*-  P.  0.  J.  SMITH  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
M  were  ordered  by  the  House ;  aud,  being  taken,  stood 


ViAf— Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  Anderson, 
*•«»,  Atherton,  Beatty,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Blrd- 
K  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  J.  Camp- 
I  W.  B.  Carter,  Chaney,  Cheatham,  Cilley,  Cle?e- 
A  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cush- 
%  OeOra^  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Ewing, 
^Mgton,  Poster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  James  Gra- 
A  Ciantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Griffin,  Hamcr, 
^»  Harrison,  Hawes,  Havnes,  Herod,  Hoflfiman,  Hol- 
» Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 'Hubley,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
^■>e»  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm. 
A  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble, 
rler,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  James  M. 
>Mi,  Maury,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  McClore, 
Kim,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Miel  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens, 
iwr,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
»ilaii,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Pratt,  Prentiss, 
|way,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sheffer,  i^lade,  Southgate, 
•eer,  Stewart,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Titus,  Toland,  Tou- 


cey,  Tumey,  Vail,  Webster,  Weeks,  Albert  8.  White, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Wise— 115. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Beirne, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Cal- 
houn, J.  Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  Casey,  Cham- 
bers, Chapman,  Childs,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cranston,  Cortifi, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  El- 
more, Evans,  Everett,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Rice  Garland,  Glascock,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Haley, 
Hall,  Halsted,  Hammond,  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Henry, 
Ingham,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith, 
Lincoln.  Logan,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Marvin,  8. 
Mason,  Martin,  May,  Maxwell,  A.  McCleHan,  McKennan, 
Milligan,  Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Nay- 
lor,  Noyes,  Patterson,  Poarce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pluincr, 
Potter,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Roed,Koity,  Rencher,  Richard- 
son, Rumsey,  Russell,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly, 
Stratton,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Towns,  Underwood, 
Vandervoer,  Wagener,  John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Yell,  Yoikc— 103. 

And  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consiiler- 
ation  of  the  resolution  till  the  first  Monday  in  April  next, 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  House  refused  to 
order  them,  and  rejected  the  motion  without  a  division. 

Mr.  SHERROD  WILLIAMS,  wishing,  as  he  said,  (u 
see  who  would  take  the  responsibility  of  voting  to  go  home 
without  doing  any  thitag  to  relieve  the  country,  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  resolution  as  amended.  They  were 
ordered  and  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows : 

YxAS^-^Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atlier- 
ton,  Beatty^  Beime,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Cam- 
breleng, J.  Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cha- 
ney, Chapman,  Cilley,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Colc9,  Con- 
nor, Corwin, Craig,  Crary,  Curtis,  Cushman,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Davee,  Davies,  Deberry,  DeGraflT,  Dromgoole,' 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Ewing,  Farrington, 
Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock, 
James  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray, 
Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Har- 
lan, Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  Holsey, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Ing- 
ham, T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lawler,  IiCgare, 
Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Logan,  A. Loomis,  A.  W.  Loomis, 
Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maxwell,  McKay,  R.  McClel- 
lan, A.  McClellan,  McOlure,  McKim,  McKennan,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter, 
Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petriktn,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plume r, 
Potts,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Reily,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Russell, 
Sheffer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Spencer,  Stew- 
art, Stratton,  Taylor,  Titus,  Toland,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tur- 
ney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Weeks,  A.  S.  White, 
J.White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams— 163. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen,  Bell» 
Bond,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  W. 
B.  Carter,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Elmore, 
Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode, 
Graves,  Grifllin,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lewis, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Murray,  Nay  lor,  Patter- 
son, Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Robertson, 
Rumsey,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Snyder,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Underwood,  Webster,  E. 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams, 
0.  H.  Williams,  Yell,  Yoriie— «5. 
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So  the  House  adopted  the  joint  reeolution  of  the  Senate, 
with  an  amendment,  fixing  the  16th  of  October  as  the  day 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  present  session  of  Congress; 
and  it  was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  their  concurrence  with 
the  House  in  the  amendment.  ^The  Senate  concurred  ac- 
cordingly.] 

MISSISSIPPI  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
business  of  the  morning  hour,  being  the  report  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Elections,  which  was  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Reaolved,  I'hat  Samuel  J.  Ghoison  and  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  twetity-fifth 
Congress,  and  as  such  are  entitled  to  take  their  seats. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mauet  to 
strike  oat  all  after  the  word  "resolved,"  and  insert,  "that 
Samuel  J.  Ghoison  and  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  not  being 
duly  elected  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  twenty-fifth  Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  not 
entitled  to  seats  on  this  floor  as  snch." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  after  the  very  lucid  argument  of  my  col- 
league on  the  Committee  of  Elections,  [Mr.  PazrirTBAOK- 
Kii,]  fortified  as  it  was  by  the  views  of  my  other  colleague 
on  the  committee,  [Mr.  Bbohboi?,]  I  certainly  should 
have  considered  it  wholly  unnecessary  for  me  to  advance  a 
single  word  in  support  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  had 
it  not  been  for  some  objections  and  arguments  advanced  by 
gentlemen  opposed  to  the  report,  which  have  not  been  an- 
swered as  fully  as,  in  my  opinion,  they  might  be.  The 
objections  maue  to  the  credentials  of  the  members  elect, 
seems  now  to  be  waved  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Macbt  ;]  but  as  the  objection  was  made,  and  the 
foundation  of  it  stated  to  the  House,  I  may  be  indulged  in 
stating  my  reasons  why  it  should  not  prevail.  It  was 
stated,  and  truly  stated,  that  the  act  of  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  required  the  Governor  to  deliver  to  the  persons 
elected,  proper  credentials  under  his  hand  and  the  great 
seal  of  the  Slate.  'J^his  requisition  the  Governor  has  not 
strictly  complied  with ;  the  credentials  produced  are  under 
the  great  seal  of  State,  and  signed  by  the  secretary.  Now 
the  question  arises,  if  the  Governor  neglects  or  refuses  to 
perform  his  duty,  by  non-coropltance  with  the  law,  is  that  to 
prevent  the  gentlemen  from  taking  their  seats  ?  Will  they 
pot  be  entitled  to  their  seats  on  production  of  other  suffi- 
cient testimony  to  show  they  were  duly  elected  1  Un- 
questionably they  would.  Is  it  not  the  common  practice 
for  the  Committee  of  Elections  to  look  beyond  the  creden- 
tials produced,  and  iqquire  into  the  regularity  of  the  elec- 
tion in  all  its  parts.  If  they  had  the  certificate  exactly  in 
accordance  with  th£  act  of  .Mississippi,  it  would  only  lie 
prima  fade  evidence  of  their  right  to  seats  in  the  House ; 
it  would  not  be  conclusive,  neither  is  a  want  of  it  conclu- 
sive against  them.  The  gentlemen  from  Mississippi  stand 
on  the  same  footing  in  this  respoct  as  all  other  members ; 
they  appear  and  take  their  seats,  and  it  is  presumed  they 
have  sufficient  credentials,  unlej>6  their  right  ib  by  some 
person  contested.  This  is  the  course  pursued  towards 
every  member  of  the  House.  No  person  has  attempted  to 
contest  the  sufficiency  of  the  credentials  of  tlie  gentlemen 
from  Mississippi.  They  were  not  contested  in  committee, 
and  ought  not  to  be  now.  But  supposing  the  House 
choses  to  go  voluntarily  into  that  matter,  it  appears  to  me 
the  objection  to  the  credentials  must  fail ;  the  certificate,  to 
be  sure,  is  not  signed  by  the  Governor,  but  it  is  under  the 
great  seal  of  State,  and  signed  by  the  Secretary,  and  as 
this  is  nothing  more  than  a  mere  ministerial  act,  it  may  be 
performed  by  the  Secretary,  by  command  of  the  Governor. 
But  supposing  the  certificate  bad,  in  thu  respect,  because 
it  is  not  actually  signed  by  the  Governor,  yet  it  may  be  re- 
ceived as  evidence,  not  under  the  act  of  Assembly,  but  as 
the  act  of  a  high  and  responsible  officer  to  whom  the  re- 


turns of  election  are  entnuted,  and  whnae  duly  itiatopit- 
serre  them.  From  what  source  could  more  satisftctoiy  tci* 
timony  be  received  1  It  must  be  conclusive  as  lo  the  lenM 
of  the  election,  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence  to  theoontniy. 

The  great  argument  which  is  advanced  and  stTM^ly  is^ 
lied  on  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  tk 
committee  is,  that  many  of  the  States,  by  kw,  hold  thai 
elections  for  members  of  Congress  subaeqoent  to  the  34  of 
March,  at  which  time  the  term  of  office  of  tbeb  predeecsms 
eipired ;  and,  consequently,  if  this  makes  such  a  vacaney 
as,  by  the  constitution,  was  intended  to  be  filled  by  aothoi- 
ity  of  the  Governor,  as  the  words  of  the  conatitutioiL  m 
imperative,  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  wait  for  the  operatioB  of 
the  general  election  laws  for  filling  the  vacancy,  bat  imit 
pnx^ed  at  once  after  the  8d  of  Much  to  issue  his  wnti  d 
election.     Thus  would  the  Governor  be  bound,  by  ihi 
constitution,  the  paramount  law,  to  nullify  the  elecliat 
laws  of  his  State  in  those  cases.     Hence  gentleman  argoe 
that  this  is  not  the  kind  of  vacancy  intended  by  the  c»- 
stitution  to  be  filled  by  a  special  election  bekl  under  ki» 
authority  of  the  Governor.     This  argument  is  more  api-^ 
cious  than  solid.     In  order  to^ve  it  any  weight,  it  mait  bi 
assumed  that  there  was  some  real  necessity  for  holdinff  Ai 
elections  at  so  late  a  period  as  to  permit  a  vacancy  in  tbe 
office  to  exist.     If  gentlemen  can  satisfy  me  that  then  ii 
any  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  whick 
ren4ers  it  necessary  that  a  vacancy  of  this  kind  shod! 
happen,  then  I  would  admit  the.  argument  to  have  gral 
weight ;  but  so  far  from  any  provision  of  that  kind  fame 
found  in  the  constitution,  according  to  my  view  of  it,  Ibi 
very  reverse  is  intended ;  I  have  no  doubt  the  intentioo  4t, 
the  framers  of  that  institution  was,  that  no  vacant  of  &»< 
kind  now  under  discussion  should  ever  exist.     This  fiea  i 
of  the  subject  is  fortified  by  the  practice  of  a  large  propw*  i 
tion  of  the  States.     I  take  it,  then,  the  argument  is  uflMmi) 
which  would  draw  the  condusion  of  anoonstitutionality  iM 
the  Mississippi  election,  from  acts  which  (if  not  incooatt*^ 
ent  with  the  constitution  themselves)  are  by  no  meaM  M*i 
thorizod,  or  by  it  rendered  necessary  for  any  legal  puipoM^ 
whatever. 

The  only  questions  presented  to  the  committee  woe* 
to  the  legality  of  the  Governor's  writ,  and  whether  or  Ml 
a  vacancy  had  happened,  within  the  meaning  of  the  o» 
stitution,  to  authorize  the  holding  of  a  special  electioB  io 
fill  it.  With  respect  to  the  first,  I  cannot  believe  aaj  (jif- 
ficulty  exists  in  any  quarter.  That  part  of  the  writ  which 
would  seem  to  restrict  the  services  of  the  gentlemen  to  bi 
elected  to  the  extra  session,  was  beyond  the  power  of  tki 
Governor,  and,  the  writ  being  perfect  without  it,  the 
tion  is  good  for  the  whole  constitutional  term  of  the 
Congress.  Such  seems  to  be  the  understanding  of  eve 
member  who  has  spoken  on  the  subject,  and  of  coam 
requires  no  remarks  of  mine.  The  only  question  then  i 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  **  happen,'^  as  ex| 
in  the  constitution  1  Had  a  vacancy  in  the  lepreaentsti 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi  happened  ?  The  word  **^\ 
pen''  is  a  generic  term,  one  species  of  which,  to  be 
means  chance ;  but  is  that  its  only  meaning  t  C^taial) 
not ;  it  embraces  in  its  meaning  any  thing  which  occurs < 
comes  to  pass.  'I'he  word,  then,  is  broad  enough  to 
brace  the  case  in  question.  A  vacsncy  in  the  represent 
existed,  brought  about  by  the  expiration  of  the  tenn 
which  the  members  in  the  preceding  Congress  were 
ed.  The  same  evil,  a  want  of  representation  of  the  St 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  would  exist  in 
case  as  well  as  in  that  produced  by  death  or  resigoatii] 
Why,  then,  not  apply  the  remedy  prescribed  by  the  ooi 
tution?  One  gentleman  contends  the  Governor  ougbl 
have  convened  the  Legislature  and  let  them  provide 
remedy  by  a  special  act ;  hut,  independent  of  tho  trouble i 
expense  of  such  a  proceeding,  it  is  evident  that,  in 
cases,  it  would  not  or  could  not  afford  an  adequate  remAl^ 
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Uer  dreaimtaiiees  which  nwy  fireqneiitly  exiiC,  the  notice 
jreooreniog  Congress  may  necesMrily  be  so  short  as  to 
nelode  all  poaiihility  of  electing  niembera  under  a  special 
II  to  be  paiwJ  by  a  Legislatare  not  in  session ;  indeed,  I 
labt  Tcry  much  whether  there  was  time  in  this  case. 
kftertbePieiidant's  proclamation  reached  Mississippi,  and 
b  Governor  gave  reasonable  noUce  for  convening  the 
iSfiilatarti  I  tbink  there  would  have  been  no  time  left  to 
dtertiw  an  election  as  required  by  the  law  of  Mississippi. 
)«id«%  Jim  most  take  into  the  account  the  time  necessarily 
pent  is  tiifelling  S,00d  miles,  the  distance  from  that 
Itile  to  the  teat  of  Government.  Certain  I  am,  there 
nwU  not  hive  been  tiniD  enough,  if  the  Legislature  of 
bl  dtite  ehould  be  as  tedious  in  its  operations  as  we  are. 
Smij  reason  seems  to  concur  in  favor  of  the  validity  of 
beleetbQ  as  it  has  been  held  under  the  authority  of  the 
HfwnorofMiMssippi. 

The  lentlsmen  opposed  to  the  report  seem  to  me  as  an- 
brtooate  on  the  score  of  precedent  as  that  of  reason ;  two 
tm  hare  been  dted,  Kinsey  Johns  of  Delaware,  and 
fe  Laamm  of  Connecticut,  and  those  cases  turned  on 
ibeiplei  entirely  difierent  from  that  before  the  House ; 
elk  of  them  happened  in  the  Senate.  The  case  from 
Mavrare  ww  an  appointment  by  the  Governor  to  fill  a 
watjy  where  a  ssssion  of  the  Legislature  had  intervened 
liiie  the  appointment  was  made.  The  case  from  Con- 
Metirat  was  an  appoiiitaient  made  in  February,  to  fill  a 
toaejrwbkh  wonid  not  happen  until  the  4th  of  March, 
hoi  fsakog  the  appointment  to  fill  a  vacancy  before  the 
Mncj  bad  bsppened.  The  bare  statement  of  these  cases 
iMn  at  ooee  they  can  have  no  bearing  on  the  case  before 
htHooie ;  thsj  do  not  apply.  So  liar  from  precedents  being 
I  fcffor  of  the  position  of  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the 
ipoit,  they  are  the  other  way,  so  fiar  as  they  can  have  any 
iplieihoB,  and  in  flavor  of  the  ground  taken  in  the  report, 
bseasihle  was  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr  Robirt- 
|w]  of  thn  fad,  that  h«  had  to  resort  to  the  obeervation, 
MI|d  cases  of  contested  elections,  precedents  should  have 
« litHe  weight ;  and  in  this  I  agree  with  him.  Mr.  Speak* 
ft  I  have  thas  given  the  views  which  operated  on  my 
nd,  and  nothing  that  I  have  yet  heard  can  bring  me  to 
Hntain  a  aiogle  doubt  with  respect  to  the  correctness  of 
I'^^^l^tisn  attached  to  the  report  of  (he  committee. 

The  hour  of  half  past  two  having  anived,  the  House 
w  the  usual  recess  antil  four  o'clock. 

EyxBiNO  Ssssiox. 

/rbs  Hooas  resumed  the  consideration  of  (he  report  of 
M  OoDMtles  of  Elections,  on  the  subject  of  the  election 
l^lhs  Slate  of  Missiaiippi. 

^^qaealion  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  de- 
peg  Messrs  Gholson  and  Claiborne  entitled  to  their 
pier  the  26th  (Congress,  and  the  immediately  pending 
^baing  on  the  amendment  of  Mr«  Maitrt,  deelaring 
M  gentleiDen  not  duly  elected— 
Pf<  I»EOAR£,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  began  by 
pigdiat  he  regretted  very  much  that^  owing  to  various 
pntiotty  and  to  inoessent  and  fatiguing  attendance  in 
^lil)  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  look  as  fully  in* 
Mn  Mibjsct,  especially  with  a  view  to  precedent  and 
P^itJ)  ss  he  should  otherwise  have  felt  it  incumbent 
P  him  to  do.  He  had,  however,  thought  much  of  it, 
pvould  now  submit  the  result  of  his  refleaious  to  the 
p  eonsiJeratiou  of  the  House. 

caae,  he   said,    presented    two  questions:   first, 
ter  there  had  occurred,  in  the  representation  of  (be 

of  Mississippi,  such  a  vacancy  as  its  Executive  au- 
ty  was  required  by  the  constitution  of   the  United 

to  order  an  election  to  fill ;  and,  secondly,  supposing 
)<piMtion  decided  in  the  affirmative,  then,  whether  (he 
||*uon  (to  the  extra  session)  attempted  to  be  imposed 
«»t  functionary  upon  the  tenure  by  which  the  mem- 


bers elected  were  to  hold  their  seats,  was  of  any  legal  eflbet. 
The  former  of  these  two  questions^  he  added,  was  by  far 
the  more  difficult,  and,  indeed,  the  only  difficult  one;  for  he 
took  it  to  be  too  clear  for  controversy,  that  if  (hose  gentle- 
men were  entitled  to  sit  there  a  single  moment,  they  did 
and  must  hold  their  seats  for  the  whole  Congressional 
term,  by  an  authority  paramount  nut  only  to  that  of  the 
Executive,  but  to  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of  the 
State. 

And  in  the  outset,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  should  assume  (for 
he  understood  it  to  be  so  conceded  on  all  hands)  that  this 
election— Hiupposing  the  Govenior  to  have  had  the  consti- 
tutional authority  to  order  it — ^had  been  in  every  particular 
precisely  conformable  to  the  law  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
in  relation  to  the  filling  up  of  vacancies  in  the  House ;  that 
the  writ  had  issued  in  due  season  ;  that  it  had  been  care- 
fully published  and  proclaimed  in  every  part  oi  the  State  ; 
that  the  polls  were  held  by  the  persons,  at  the  places,. in 
the  manner  required  by  the  statute ;  that  every  man  enti- 
tled to  vote  knew,  or  may  be  fairly,  and  must  be  legally,  pre- 
sumed to  have  known,  that  he  was  called  to  choose  those 
who  were  to  represent  him  here,  and  when  it  was  and  why 
it  was,  he  was  called  to  do  so ;  that  the  attention  of  the 
whole  people  being  thus  awakened  to  the  high  and  im- 
portant matter  they  were  summoned  to  paas  upon,  they 
did  in  fact  come  forth  in  very  great  strength,  and  gave  to  the 
sitluig  members  a  clear  majority  of  several  thousand  votes 
over  their  competitors ;  that  this  result  had  been  acquiesced 
in  by  all  parties  there,  no  protest  having  been  made,  nor 
so  much  as  a  whisper  of  dissatisfaction  having  reached  the 
Chair ;  and,  finally,  that  it  was  only  at  the  requeat  of  the 
gentlemen  themselves,  who  had  been  thus  authorised  to  de- 
.  mand  for  the  people  of  Mississippi  a  voice  in  the  public 
councils  at  that  interesting  juncture,  that  a  fonnal  inquiry 
into  the  right  of  that  people  to  participate  in  the  legislation 
by  which  they  were  to  be  bound,  had  been  instituted  at  all. 
And  then,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  question  was  whether  an  elec- 
tion thus  ordered,  thus  conducted,  thus  concluded— «n 
election  unexceptionable  in  every  detail,  complete  in  all  its 
parts,  decisive  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt  in  its  resuitsF— 
an  election  expressing  the  sense  of  the  voters  of  two  Con-, 
gressional  districts,  in  the  most  authentic  and  the  most  un- 
questionable manner-*wi(hout  which,  it  is  admitted,  they 
would  have  been  without  a  representative  here  on  one  of 
the  most  momentous  occasions — to  Ikenif  as  appeared  from 
the  last  week*s  debate,  most  especially  so— that  had  ever  oc- 
cuned  in  the  political  history  of  the  country  ;  whether  such 
an  election,  he  said,  should  be  treated  as  a  mere  nullity,  and 
the  members  returned  under  it  be  sent  back  to  their  con- 
stituents, then  the  certain  consequence  must  be  that  those 
districts  would  be,  for  a  time,  utterly  disfranchised ;  the 
voice  of  a  State  (and  if  of  one,  why  not  of  twenty  1)  stifled, 
while  her  interests  were  disposed  of  by  others,  tne  integri- 
ty of  the  Legislature  violated  by  (he  absence  of  one  of  its 
essential  parts,  a  ^uasi  interregnum  created  iQ  the  Gov- 
ernment itself — and  why  1  Because,  forsooth,  a  vacancy 
in  the  whole  representation  of  a  State,  when  it  is  called 
for  here,  is  no  vacancy  at  all ! — or  liecause  the  samo  high 
functionary,  who  is  expressly  charged  by  the  constitution 
with  seeing  that  every  casual  vacancy,  in  the  most  ordi- 
nary times,  should  be  immediately  filled  up  by  the  con- 
stituency interested  in  it,  did,  with  a  view  to  prevent  a 
total  fuiluro  of  all  representation  at  a  most  extraordinary 
juncture,  call  the  electors  of  a  State  together,  (for  that  is 
the  whole  extent  of  this  mighty  usurpation,)  to  dischorge 
the  most  solemn  aud  most  indispensable  of  all  their  duties 
under  the  constitution  of  the  United  Ststcs,  and  to  exer- 
cise their  most  undoubted,  essential,  and  inalienable  rights 
as  a  free  people,  according  to  the  very  letter  of  the  statute 
in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

He  said  that,  thus  stated  in  the  abstract,  the  proposition 
wore  to  him  the  air  of  a  paradox.     Every  body  must  per- 
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ceive    at  once  that  it  suppowd  some  Btrange  itofipet   or 
irrBgolaritj  in  the  inatiHifimM  of  the  cooatiy,  of  which,  d 
priori,  he  would  be  meet  unwilKog  to  admit  the  exietenoe. 
Whatever  the  righte  of  the  people  of  Mieaiwippi,  oontideied 
by  them9eWe»— whatever  good  faith  towarda  their  eo-8tatea 
in  the  uae  of  powers  conferred  apon  them  for  the  common 
good  of  the  Confederacy'— whatever  the  peace,  order,  and 
aafsty  of  the  whole  coontiy— whatever  snbatantial  juatice, 
public  convenience,  a  practical  compliance,  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  with  the  laws  and  the  obligations  of  society,  eoqld 
do  to  give  validity  and  sanctity  to  a  popular  election, 
was  to  be  found  in  that  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Houae.     Nothing  bad  been,  nothing  could  b^  objected  to 
it  but  what  was  quite  formal-^mere  subtle  tiea  of  the  mm' 
mtrm  Jus.     He  did  not  mean  to  affirm  that  where  provis- 
ions of  the  constitution  or  the  laws,  however  arbitrary  or 
however  stem,  were  clear  and  imperative,  the  Houae  waa 
at  liberty  to  depart  from  them,  even  to  prevent  great  public 
inconvenience.     But  he  did  insist  upon  it  that,  in  such  a 
question  as  this,  he  that  would  sacrifice  substance  to  form, 
the  end  to  the  means,  a  manifest  equity  to  strict  law,  must 
make  out  a  clear  case.   The  burden  of  proof  was  upon  him. 
Every  presumption  of  law  and  reason  was  against  the  idea 
that  any  people  had  voluntarily  ordained  an  anomaly  so 
strange,  a  defect  so  dangerous,  in  their  fundamental  laws. 
It  would  not  do  to  surmise  the  people  out  of  that  House. 
The  great  right  of  repreaentation  and  the  sacred  dut/  of 
maintaining  the  Government  of  the  Confederacy,  were  not 
to  be  superseded  by  distant  inference  and  loose  conjecture. 
He  called  upon  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  for  proof— for 
the  ocular  proof'^-^nd  should  feet  himaslf  bound  to  give  to 
the  people  of  Miasissippi  the  benefit  of  every  doubt  that 
might  arise  as  to  the  exercise  of  a  right  so  inf&nitely 
precious  to  themselves,  and  which,  far  from  coming  into 
collision  with  the  rights  of  others,  was,  on  the  contrary, 
imperatively  demanded  by  the  very  obllgationB  implied  and 
imposed  by  these. 

That  the  rule  of  construction,  in  respect  of  this  fbndti- 
mental  right  of  representation,  was  in  all  cases  to  aim  at 
giving  effect,  as  far  as  possible,  consistently  with  higher 
principles,  to  a  feir  exercise  of  it,  appeals  to  the  experience 
of  every  one  at  all  versed  in  the  history  of  pariiamentaiy 
bodies.  The  House,  as  the  judge,  in'  the  last  resort,  of  its 
own  privilegrs  and  those  of  its  members,  habituaHy  deei^ 
ded  such  questions  in  reference  to  their  real  merits,  and  the 
substantial  justice  of  each  particular  case.  The  law  of 
Parliament  on  this  point  had  been  expressed  with  such  ad- 
niirable  precision  and  elegance  by  a  gentleman  of  great 
prufessional  reputation,  lately  a  member  of  that  House, 
that  he  should  make  no  apology  for  substituting'  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Binney,  in  the  case  of  the  Kentucky  election, 
for  his  own. 

Extract frwn  Mr.  Binney*8  spetch. 
"  What,  then,  onght  to  be  the  interpretation  applied  by  the  Home 
to  a  low  of  Keniucky  prescribing  the  numner  of  holdiug  eleciiona  for 
Repretteutaii  vee  in  Congress?  The  iitw  does  nut  give  the  nehi  of  voting; 
it  IB  not  intended  to  restrain  or  al)ridge  it ;  its  greet  object  is  to  pro- 
mote and  secure  a  fair  and  free  exercise  of  ft.  Oentleniea  who  aigue. 
as  some  who  have  argued  on  this  floor,  that,  beinga  conventional,  aod 
not  a  natural  riqlit,  it  does  not  exist  unless  it  is  exercised  in  the  pre< 
cis8  manner  in  all  respects  as  the  State  law  prescribes,  build  their  ar> 
gument  upon  a  distinction  which  is  of  do  value,  and  confound  things 
which  are  raseutlally  different.  Wliether  the  right  of  suffrage  be  oia- 
tunil  or  conveniional  is  ef  no  iin|)ortance.  It  is  a  fundamental  right. 
Oovernmem  itself,  or  rather  a  pakicular  form  of  Government,  is  con* 
ventional ;  aiul  if  the  right  of  sufTmge  is  as  gnod  as  the  Guvernmeni, 
it  need  not  be  liettei*.  Being  a  fundamental  right,  secured  by  the  con- 
stitution of  Kentucky.,  it  ou^t  not  to  t)e,  and  cannot  leeitiraately  ho, 
confounded  with  tlioeo  provisions  of  law  which  are  designed  lo  secure 
its  exercise.  That  all  the  provisions  of  an  election  law  are  parts  of 
the  qualification  of  an  elector,  and  Ui  be  scrutinized  and  enforced  with 
the  same  siriclness  as  nuallficatioii  itself,  is  a  position  that  is  not  war- 
ranted by  any  analogy  ip  the  law.  Doubtless,  the  provisions  of  every 
skitiiifl  are  entitled  to  respect  and  general  ottservance.  It  is  the  d'sty 
of  those  who  execute  the  laws  to  respect  and  enforce  them  all .  But 
when  the  aiguinent  assumes  for  them  sucli  an  influence,  as  that  tlie 
omission  to  observe  any  one  of  them  becomes  a  defect  of  oualificutlon 
in  the  vmer.  and  obliges  this  Housn  to  reject  as  illegal  the  votes  re- 
ceived  while  the  irregularity  firevailed,  the  construction  becomes 


an  enonaoBS  stII.  Tke  poshion  Is  radically  oppossd  lolkttiilft^ 
suilVage,8s  it  also  is  to  well-eotablised  rules  for  the  iniMpciMiM 
of  statutes  of  this  description ;  and  It  will  make  the  right  the  vieto' 
of  accfdem,  Ignoiance,  loanentlon,  and  even  of  ftwid,  in  theeiHaM 
of  an  election  law,  and  consequantly  of  those  verj  precautiosivllii 
were  intended  to  secure  its  exercise.  On  the  coutrary,  gjr,  o^te^ 
aecident,  ig^onnce,  inattention,  nor  even  fraud  in  the  offlcen-ofSP 
tton,  in  omitting  to  comply  with  the  prescripUon  of  the  law  ( 


all  cases,  necessarily  to  disappoint  the  right  of  suffrageu  If  tki*^ 
thoriiy  of  the  ofllcers  was  tolerably  or  apparently  good  :  If  the  4dttt 
In  form  were  such  as  did  not  disturb  the  ftdmeas  of  the  Stoota.  Mr 
prevent  iu  fundamental  nature,  by  making  It  a  viva  voce  ajsninaa 
stead  of  an  election  by  Iwllot ;  or,  on  the  conimy,  if.  in  spite  of  iina> 
larities,  this  House  can  see  that,  aceording  to  the  sptrft  orUs  l>v,flr 
will  of  the  people  In  the  exercise  of  their  right  or  sulfiags  hu\m. 
fairly  expressed,  and  if  the  Slate  law  does  not  expressly  decUretU 
Irregularity  to  be  fatal,  then.  In  my  apprehension,  the  aothorllraf  Al 
House  to  Judge  of  the  election  leaves  it  fns  to  dfsfeeud  thiet  inm 
larities,  and  to  give  full  efiha  to  the  will  of  the  majvitv  of  nMUt 
voters.  It  Is  free  to  disr^^d  them,  in  deference  to  the  poHcj  «| 
spirit  of  the  law,  and  is  not  bound  by  a  servile  aUemloiD  to  fcosv 
deftat  them  both. 

That  (continued  Mr.  L.)  was,  beyond  all  doubt,  1m 
true  canon  of  interpretation  in  mattera  of  eleete  iaiR 
The  great  cardinal  obieet  waa  to  fulfil,  aa  far  aa  pti^ 
the  will  of  the  people,  to  take  care  of  their  rights,  ts«i 
that  he  who  claimed  a  seat  there  were  really  their  dMMid 
repnaeatatrfe,  and  that  he^who  was  clearly  aaeertnM&ll 
be  their  choaen  rvpreaantative  shouhi  not  be  excivM  m 
any  merely  technical  or  formal  gvounda. 

Nor  waa  thia  liberality  of  conatmction  in  regaid  tolkr 
execution  of  aiich  powere  suppoaing  tliem  of  course  toir 
clearly  4wcertained,  and  not  in  any  degiee  to  aftotte 
rights  of  third  parties-^confined  to  the  law  of  Pariiioa* 
It  was  a  dbtinotton  known  to  the  old  eommon  lawMbm: 
as  any  record  existB  of  its  prhEioi(des,  that  wheva  i  psaiP 
was  granted  for  private  purposea,  for  example^  to  tM 
peraona,  and  one  of  them  died,  the  other  two  oaidd  «l 
•exeeuCe  it ;  but  if  they  wem  commisaioners  Air  any  jialM 
business,  a  single  survivor  might  do  whatever  the  nM 
college  wereaulhorized  to  do.  Even  tife  crabbed  tndJiN 
practicnblB  apirit  of  English  Idack-letier  law  yielded  mM 
to  tho  oTonrnling  neoessitiea  of  society.  That  depsiMl 
from  the  rigor  of  mere  technical  prineiplea,  firora  theflfi 
ness  and  pedantry  of  forms,  in  favor  of  public  cunvwieMci^ 
canied  out,  by  the  uniform  practice  of  all  legtabtive  bofia^ 
to  the  length  of  regarding  many  provisions  of  eieoto  M 
as  rather  directory  to  the  officers  ehaqsod  with  the  fblfila# 
of  them  than  essential  to  the  validity  of  the  acts  doaea*- 
der  them-— disclosed  and  confirmed  the  rule  wfakh  ha  M 
just  laid  down  as  to  what  ought  to  be  the  leaniiv^'  ^ 
House  on  that  occasion. 

.Mr.  L.  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  although,  if  the 
he  took  of  that  rule  were  juat,  ha  might,  under  the  cir 
stances  already  stated  of  the' election  in 
rest  the  case  there,  or  at  least  fairly  call  upon  , 
eetabllah  positively,  and  to  eetablish  cleariy,  that  the 
pie  ot  that  State  couki  not  be  represented  heiv^  he 
venture,  however,  to  go  further.     He  woaM  ui 
diow,  negatively,  that  they  could  esUbKsh  no  snob 
sition.     He  could  see  nothing  in  the  constitution 
was  so  plain,  express,  and  irapemtive,  as  to  amhociMl 
House  to  deny  to  the  people  of  a  State  their  ft] 
riijht  to  a  voice  in  their  own  legislation.     Gentlemen, 
ter  versed  than  he  could  pretend  to  be  in  tho  applicatii 
legal  principles  to  practice,  might  see  the  subject  in  s< 
forent  light,  and  be  able  to  point  out  with  precision  wl 
his  opinion  was  erroneous.     But,  until  they  did  so, 
should  feel  himself  bound  to  repeat,  as  he  then  dkl,  ll 
there  was,  in  his  opinion,  nothing  in  the  constittttioa 
the  United  States  which  required  at  their  hands  suck 
extraordinary  sacrifice  of  popular  right,  aocial  duty, 
public  convenienoe,  as  would  be  the  consequence  of: 
aside  the  election  before  them. 

He  then  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  di 
of  the  cousUtution  relating  to  the  subject. 
The  first  was  from  the  second  section  of  tho  first  ar 
''The  House  of  Reptesentativea ahall  be  compoeelij 
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4MiBb«ni  dioMn  every  aeocund  yeer  by  Ibe  people  ef  the 
Mveral  8telee»"  &c. 

Tlien»  After  tfiwgnlng  to  flach.8faite,  until  Ibetet  cenros 
jboolil  be  takeo,  an  arbitrary  number  of  repreeentativee,  it 
jBoeeede  tbue: 

'*  Wben  Tactncu»s  happen  in  the  rBpreecntalian  fiom  any 
8«ete,  the  EzeeuUve  authority  theieof  ahall  iaaae  write  ef 
Hefection  10  Ul  audi  Taeanciea." 

The  next  (3d)  aeeUon  ie  aa  IbUowa. 
'<  The  Seaale  of  the  United  Stataa  ahall  be  eompooed  of 
two  aaoalon  from  each  atate,  ohooen  by  the  Legiabftore 
thereof  for  atx  yean,*'  dec. 

It  then  proeeeda  to  divide  the  Senatpia  to  be  ckaeen 
into  thsee  daaaca,  and  to  ordain  that 

'*Th^  neata  of  the  Senalara  of  the  firat  daaa  ahall  be 

naatad  at  the  expiiation  of  the  aecond  year ;  of  the  aeoond, 

at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth ;   and  of  the  third,    at 

the  expiration  of  the  aixth  year,  ao  that  one^third  may  be 

fibeaan  e«ery  aecond  year ;  iaaid.  if  vaeaneiea.hapfen,  by  le- 

iggMtion  or  otherwiaa,  doringlhe  reeaaa  of  the  Lflgialatuae 

i.«f  any  Btate,  the  Exaeentive  thereof  nay  make  temporary 

kVpeintoMBta  until  the  next  meetinir  of  the  Legialature, 

"lihicfa  ahall  then  fill  nieh  vacanciea." 

Now»  aaid  Mr.  LvaAUv,  what  waa  the'objeet  and  efieet 
ef  the  aeeond  and  thiid  aectiooa  1    It  waa  to  oonatitute  the 
Legialaioie— to  declare  ita  tenure    to  inaure  ita  exiatenee. 
•One  of  the  Honaea  Sa  to  be  a  perpetual  body,  in  the  proper 
acoae  eff  that  woid.    I  waa  never  to  be  wholly  vacant ;  new 
memhen  waae  ahaaya  to  be  in  ao  decided  a  minoitty  that 
MQ  andden  change  of  opinion  or  policy  ahonld  happen  from 
;|l<itranar  alone.    The  Benato  ahould  guaranty,  to  a  certain 
liitent,  rtabiUty  and  conaiatency  in  the  eoone  of  4be  Gov- 
,Aw«nt:  it  ahould  keep  up  fixed  habits,  and  hand  down 
fipldilioiial  opinion ;  it  ahould  have  an  uprit  de  €Ofp$, 
,4«id  the  other  attribulee  of  permanent  bodiee.   The  Hooae, 
^■^m  the  eontrary,  waa  to^be  vHiolly  renewed  atahorter, 
^IH  not  too  ahoct  intervaia ;  for  the  convemion  dealt  in  no 
^nmmrn  of  any  kind.     The  tenure  el  a  eeat  in  it  waa.  to  be 
Jm  two  yearn    beginning,  by  a  reeolve  of  the  convention,  an 
^Ihe  4th  March—and  for  neither  more  ncnr  leaa  than  two - 
JpHa.     Ail  ita  membera  were  to  come  in  together-;  they 
^VRP  all  to  fo  out  together,   and  aink  again  into  the 
^^itoaaof  the  eommumty.     If  gentlemen  would,  look  into 
^.Ihepapeipuf  theFedemliat  touching  this aobject,  th^  would 
^^■d  that  nothing  waa  more  inaisted  on  aaindiapenaahly  ne- 
•aaaary  than  nniformity  in  the  tenure  of  that  Houae.    The 
.celebrated  author  of  that  part  of  the  commentary  then  al« 
Ijhidiid  f^  oaad  language  of  extraordinary  emphaaia  and 
* '  aneea  lo  regard  to  it.    He  deciaraa  he  ahould  greatly 
a  ptolongaiion  of  the  torm  to  three  or  four  years,  to 
inegulaaty  in  the  perioda  at  which  the  delegations  of 
diffwont  Stales  ahould  enter  the  House.    -Right  or 
ihb  view  had  been  adopted  by  the  convention,  and 
tenow,  beyond  all  ahadow  of  doubt,  the  law  of  that 
h  of  the  Legialature^  aettled  in  conformity  with  the 
theory,  by  constant  and  invariable  practice,  that 
term  of  aerviee  of  every  member  of  that  Honaa  began 
the  4tfa  of  March,  and  expired  on  the  4th.  March  two 
afterwuide.    No  State  could,  either  by  ita  ordinanoee 
itaooDBtitutien,  through  its  Lrgialeture  or  ita  Executive, 
onuasion  ot  by  commiaaion,  Meetly  or  indirectly,  alter 
great  fonimmental  principle.     It  waa  the  comer-atone 
the  whole  fobric ;  we  had  aolemnly  covenanted  with  one 
tliat  there  ahould  be  a  aopreme  legialative  body, 
poeed  of  two  integral  parta*-the  one  of  them,  perpet- 
exiating,  the  other  perpetually  renewed  ■  'cach  cor- 
ttg  the  other  in  whatever  exaggeratioai  of  ita  principle 
t  otherwise  beeiposed  to,  but  neithercapahle  of  acting 
vely)   without  the  other,   and  the  existence  of 
one  auppoaing  the  co-ordinate,  aubaidiary,  or,  if  he 
•o  express  it,  anpplementary  existence  of  the  other. 
wild  idea,  wiUiout  the  eemhlanoa  of  aupport  from  any 


^ 


t3 


f^^' 

'7^- 


aound  doctrine,  iacon«atent  with  the  whole  aoheme  of  the 
€h>vemment,  to  suppose  that  the  tenure  of  the  representative 
authority,  thus  pveoiaely  and  aolemnly  deaignated  by  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  Stetea  in  their  fundamental  law, 
can  be  changed,  any  part  of  them,  at  their  good  will  and 
pleaauie.  The  States,  and  the  people  of  the  States,  are 
bound  to  conform  in  good  fahh  to  that  principle  by  the  moat 
sacred  of  all  obiigationa,  aa  well  aa  by  the  moat  manifeat 
coneideration  of  poH^. 

Looking,  then,  at  these  two  sections  together,  every  one 
most  aee  that  the  object  waa^  aa  he  had  said,  to  oonatitute 
the  Legaslatore,  and  inaure  its  existence  and  ito  duration. 
Looking  at  the  former  alone,  it  provides,  Ist^  that  the 
Houee  of  Repmseiitativaa  ahall  be  elected  for  two  yeera'; 
8d,  that  whenever  eny  ▼aeaney-  shall  occur  in  the  repre- 
aentation  from  any  State,  the  Executive  authority  thereof 
ahall  aee  to  ita  being  fitted  up  by  the  people. 

H^oould  not  reaiet  the  conviction  that  they  who  adopt* 
ed  ihia  aection  thought  they  had  provided  for  that  perpet- 
ual raaewal  of  the  Houae,  which  ia  necesaarily  presuppoa- 
ed  by  the  perpetual  existence  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legiekture.  The  idea  of  a  mutilated  Congreaa  ie  a  mon- 
stroaity-— it  oould  not.  have  occofed.  He  waa  au«e  it  bad 
never  oeourred  to  any  one  of  the  wiae  men  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  thia  tUevemmeat  in  ao  much  good  faith  and 
aiagleaeaa  ef  purpoae.  Were  not  the  worda  ef  the  dauae 
eompfshensive  enough?  Waa  there  any  exception  or  re- 
aerve  in  them  1  Could  there  have  been  leaa  1  They  or- 
dained dectiona  for  two  years :  and  they  further  ordained 
that,  whenever  <*  vaeanoiea  ahould  happen  in  the  repre- 
aentation  from  any  State,"  be  they  what  they  might, 
they  ahould  be  filled  up  by  the  people.  Waa  not  that  right 
and  proper!  ^nd  that  the  people  might  eurely  be  called, 
in  a  regular  and  oertain  way,  to  exerciae  that  tight,  they 
impoasd  it  aa  a  high  and  aolemn  doty  upon  the  heada  of  the 
State  Oovemmenta  themaelvea  to  all  time,  to  aee  that  they 
were  ao  caMed.  What  limitation,  he  eoked  again,  could 
be  pretended  to  be  impoaed  upon  the  large  and  oompre- 
beaeive  generality  of  theae  terma  1  Would  it  be  aaid  that 
thia  waa  no  vacancy  ?  No  vacancy,  when  this  Oongrasa 
eaeemUea  under  the  oonatitution,  and  two  districta  are  not 
represented  ?  it  waa  like  ibe  argument  of  the  old  philoa- 
opiier  agaioat  the  exietence  of  motion,  to  be  answered  by 
the  fact  itaelf*-4io  odier  anawer  waa  needed— 4ione  cooM 
be  gieen  by  a  plain  man.    - 

There  wee  atreaa  laid  en.the  verb  « lo  happen."^  Mr. 
Wirt'a  excellent  opinioa,  which  had  been  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Houae,  had  aettled  the  legal  phUolegy 
of  that  unfortunato  word  forever.  But,  if  it  had  not,  coufd 
any  one  eerioualy  pretend  to  apeak  English  and  dmiy 
thai  to  have  happened  which  actually  u>a»f  Waa  it 
not  a  foct  that,  unleea  Meaara.  Claiboree  and  Ghofoon 
were  admitted  to  their  aeata,  a  vacancy  had  happened  in 
the  Houae  1  And  could  it  happen  in  the  Houae  with- 
out happening  in  the  repmaentation  of  any  State  t  To 
him  it  appeared  very  elear,  that  the  word  **  repreaenta- 
lion,"  aa  uaed  in  the  conatitotion,  meant  the  abstract  idea 
of  tlie  share  of  each  State  in  the  legislativo  power.  South 
OaroKna  ahould  have  9  Repreaentativea  out  o^  S42.  If  he 
were  asked  by  a  foreigner  what  her  repraaentation  vraa,  he 
ehould  apprehend  him  clearly,  and  answer,  without  diffi- 
culty, it  was  nine  members — ^not  A,  B,  C,  or  D.  It  waa 
the  correlative  of  **  direct  taxation"— an  ena  rctf»om*e--a 
being  exiating  in  4tonteroplation  of  law,  and  in  the  echeme 
of  the  oonetitution ;  and  thia  interpretation  reconciled,  aa 
good  interpretation  alwaya  did,  the  moat  exact  prindplea  of 
a  philoaophieal  theory  with  the  common  aenae  and  common 
language  of  mankind. 

Thia  conatruction  aeemed  to  be  agreeable  to^all  the  ad- 
mitted canona  of  interpretation,  and  to  fulfil  every  one  of 
theb  cardinal  objeota.  let.  It  waa  the  moot  aimple  and 
literal,  end  that  ia  ulwaye  to  be  adhased  to  if  peeaiUe,   Sd. 
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It  was  in  furtheranca  of  popular  right,  conaidering  the  peo- 
ple of  Miaaiaaippi  in  their  immediate  relation  to  tbitHoaae. 
3d.  It  waa  equally  to  be  favored  aa  enforcing  a  high  duty 
of  the  aaine  people  conaidered  aa  a  part  of  a  confederacy'^ 
the  duty  of  maintaining  the  Government  in  ita  integrity. 
4th.  It  prevented  immenae  public  inconvenience ;  never, 
indeed,  could  the  argument  ab  ineonvenienti  be  atronger. 

He  begged  the  Houae  to  conaider  the  aubject  in  thia 
point  of  view.  More  than  one  difficulty  preaented  itaelf 
in  relation  to  it. 

In  the  firat  place,  he  would  ask,  waa  it  conaiatent  with 
the  conatitution  that,  in  the  compulaory  inevitable  abaence 
of  the  repreeentatton  of  one  or  more  Statea  here,  the  others 
ahould  meet  and  tranaact  buaineaa  1  He  did  not  mean  an 
abaence  from  caaualty — for,  of  conrae,  they  cannot^  cob- 
aiatently  with  the  exigendea  of  human  a&ira,  be  taken 
into  the  account— but  abaence  under  a  legal  disability,  and 
that  disability  approved,  according  to  the  argomei)^,  and 
almoat  imposed  in  the  conatitution  itaelf.  Had  euch  a  caae 
ever  been  contemplated  1  Will  any  one  pretend  that  any 
provision  has  been  made  for  aoch  a  caae  1  Why  not,  if  it 
be  in  the  purview  of  the  conatitution  1  Bat  what  waa  the 
Houae  to  do  in  aoch  a  contingency  now,  in  the  opinion  of 
aonie  gentlemen,  actually  ariaen  1  Could  it  go  on  ?  Ay 
or  no  1  They  might  take  either  branch  of  the  alternative. 
If  yea,  then  where  ahould  the  line  be  drawn  1  If  the  abaence 
i^  one  Slate,  under  auch  a  diaabifity,  were  no  legal  obata- 
cle  to  the  proceedinga  of  thia  Houae,  why  ahould  that  of 
ten  be  ao— nay,  of  twenty,  provided  the  other  aix  could 
■end  a  quorum  1  And  the  matter  of  fact  waa  that  it  required 
actually  not  many  more  than  aix  to  compoae  a  majority  here: 
New  STork,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Kentucky,  Tenneaae,  Would  do  it.  You  have  then, 
on  this  supposition,  a  Legislature  which  ia  complete  in  the 
abaence,  under  an  invincible  legal  diaability,  of  nineteen 
out  of  twenty-eix  of  the  aovereigntiea  of  whoae  delegatea  it 
is  oompoaed ;  that  legal  diaability  being  considered,  like 
that  of  infancy,  aa  a  high  privilege,  and  aa  guarantied  by 
the  veiy  constitution  which,  at  the  aame  time,  enabled 
othera  thua  to  take  advantage  of  it ! 

But  if  the  answer  were  in  the  negative,  then  here  waa  a 
country  deliberately  expoaing  itaelf  to  all  the  dangera  of  a 
complete  irremediable  interregnum  of  ita  whole  legialative 
power  for,  it  might  be,  nine  montha  in  every.  Congrea- 
aional  term !  Did  any  body  think  that  a  eonatniction 
lightly  to  be  adopted  which  led  to  aoch  conaequencea  aa 
theae  ?  See  what  the  very  men  who  formed  tho  constitu- 
tion thought  of  that  atate  of  thinga  which  waa  now  claimed 
aa  a  privilege,  while  an  attempt  to  prevent  ita  immenae 
and  obvioua  inconveniencea,  by  the  uaual  exercise  of  pop- 
ular sovereignty  under  the  same  conatitution,  waa  denoun- 
ced, with  a  gravity  almoat  comic,  aa  downright  uauipation 
and  tyranny.  Look  into  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
aaid  Mr.  L. ;  you  will  there  find  that  among  the  grounds 
and  motives  of  that  ever-memorable  step,  among  the  ftcts 
submitted  to  a  candid  world  aa  fully  juatifying  devolution 
and  civil  war,  ia  the  very  right  claimed,  it  ahookl  acem, 
and  exercised  at  the  expenae  of  the  people  of  thia  country 
by  the  Britiah  crown.  In  the  same  catalogue  with  the 
burning  of  our  towna,  the  ravaging  our  coaata,  the  deatroy- 
Ing  the  Uvea  of  our  countrymen,  the  tranaporting  us  be- 
yond sea  for  trial,  the  bringing  hither  of  large  armiea  of 
mercenaries  to  complete  the  works  of  death,  deaolation, 
and  tyranny,  under  circomstanoea  unprecedented  in  his- 
tory, and  unworthy  of  the  head  of  a  civilised  country,  it  ia 
expreaaly  charged  that  he  had  repeatedly  diaaolved  legiala- 
tive bodiea,  refuaing  to  call  them  together  again,  whereby 
their  powera  had  returned  to  the  people  for  their  exercise, 
the  State  remaining  expoaed  in  the  meantime  to  all  the  dan- 
gera of  invasion  from  abroad  and  inaurrectiona  within.  That 
was  their  simple  way  of  considering  the  subject ;  and  he  ven- 
tured to  say  that,  had  some  public  exigency  atill  more  mo- 


roenlona  and  awakening  occurred  in  the  eariier  part  of  lUi 
year,  when  ao  many  Statea  were  without  Bepreaentativei 
elect,  requiring  at  the  handa  of  the  Executive  the  coovea- 
ing  of  Congreaa— had  a  audden  invaaion,  had  a  fearful  ser- 
vile war,  had  aome  great  and  alarming  revolt  against  lltf 
lawa,  such  aa  we  have  already  aeen  in  the  history  uf  the 
country,  or  worae,  occurred,  there  would  scarcely  hart 
been  found  a  man  to  doubt  but  that  elections  held  under 
writs  issued  by  the  Executives  of  those  States  were  valid, 
and  that  the  Executivea  were  empowered  to  iasne  such 
writs  predaely  to  protect  aooiety  againat  the  terrible  eoo- 
sequencea  of  omiaaions  like  these. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  Mr.  !«.  aaid  he  was  ame  ^ 
House  would  agree  with  him  that  he  had  ao  far  aaade  ^ 
an  exceedingly  atrong  caae,  and  that  if  the  election  In  M ii- 
aiaaippi  were  to  be  impeached,  it  would  not  bo  for  ■; 
thing*  to  be  found  in  the  aecond  and  third  aeetiona  of  lit 
conatitution.  * 

He  would  next  proceed  to  inquire  how  far  hie  previsai 
oonclttoiona  were  aflbcted  by  the  4th  aection,  on  wbioh  m 
much  alieas  had  been  laid.     It  waa  aa  foHowa : 

<*The  timea^  plaoea,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  fer 
Senators  and  ^^preaentativea,  ahall  be  praacribed  in  eaeh 
State  by  the  L^alatore  thereof;  but  the  Congraaa  may  at 
any  time  by  law  make  or  alter  auch  regoletioiia,  except  ai 
to  the  place  of  chooaing  Senatora." 

*•  The  Congreaa  ahall  aaaemble  at  least  onoe  in  ewij 
year,  and  such  meeting  ahall  be  on  the  fliat  Monday  inDf- 
cember,  nnlesa  they  ahall  by  law  appoint  a  dillbrent  daj.** 

To  which  may  be  added  the  dauae  in  the  8d  aedion  d 
the  2d  article  empowering  the  Preaident  **  on  extraovdharj 
occasiona  to  convene  both  Hooaea." 

The  queation  waa  whether  the  power  thua  granted  to  tk 
Statea,  to  regulate  the  time,  place,  end  manner  of  hoUiar 
eleetiona  of  re|ireaentatiTes,  waa  meant  to  be  abaolnte  mi 
unqualified,  aa  gentlemen  seemed  to  imagine,  or  waa»  fib 
all  other  powers,  granted  for  accomplishing  the  great  caidi- 
nal  objecta  of  the  conatitotion,  aubject  to  the  tadt  conditifla 
of  being  exerciaed  conformably  to  the  achome  and  poiposK 
of  that  conatitution. 

Every  one  who  had  weighed  well  the  viewa  he  had  abeady 
aubmitted  to  the  House  would,  he  thought,  agree  that  it  vai 
neceasarily  qualified  and  conditional ;  and  that  the  exeea- 
tion  of  it  might  bb  vicioua  either  by  exceaa  or  by  deAd, 
either  by  doing  too  much,  or  by  doing  too  little.  The  ca« 
before  the  House  waa  one,  he  thought,  of  an  imperfect  ex- 
ecution of  the  power. 

In  the  firat  place,  the  Houae  wonkl  remark,  that,  in  a  atiift  i 
theory,  the  whole  aubject  of  it«  own  elections  ought  to  hnt  J 
been  abaolutely  within  the  control  of  the  federal  Govemmaib ; 
for  the  aame  reaaon  that  any  other  part  of  ita  eaaeant* 
actioD— ita  Executive  adminietration,  for  inatano»*-had  bsa 
rendered  independent  of  the  States.  The  refaitioB  boti 
the  membera  of  that  body  and  ita  conatituenta  waa ' 
ate— the  GoTcmment  waa  in  thia  reapect  national,  and  art 
federal.  It  muat  lie  regarded,  therefore,  aa  a  great  codc» 
aion  to  the  Statea  to  allow  thera  even  thia  modified  right  la 
regulate  the  circumatancea  of  elestions^  of  which  Aeperisdi 
and  tho  character'  had  been  unalterably  detennined  by  tk 
aecond  aection.  This,  let  it  be  remarked,  waa  none  d 
the  reaerved  ri5bta  of  the  States ;  it  waa  merely  the  oct- 
tore  and  the  incident  of  the  federal  conatitution  itaelf.  Bat 
cogent  reasons  of  public  convenience  and  eetabliahed  osap 
in  difierent  Statea,  made  them  naturally  tenadooa  of  ibt 
power  of  regulating  their  eleetiona  in  their  own  wey. 

It  waa  matter  of  local  detail,  with  which  their  Legislalani 
would  be  of  courae  beat  aoqnainted.  Some  of  them  voted 
by  ballot,  othera  viva  voce— some  of  them  preferred  what  if 
called  a  general  ticket,  others  the  district  syatem ;  theae,  and 
many  other  aimilarcircumstancea,  would  make  theadoptisB 
of  any  inflexible  univeraal  rule,  unless  experience  shciald 
prove  it  to  be  quite  indiapenaable,  very  difficult,  and  its 
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operation  if  adopted  aneqaal  and  inoonYcnient.  It  i^by  no 
BeaiM  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  we  find  the  States 
iagbliDg  itrennoudj  'upon  having  the  power  to  regulate  the 
cifcamstancea^tht?  time,  place,  and  manner — of  elections,  in 
the  waj  which  their  Legislatures  should  judge  most  agreea- 
ble to  their  immediate  constituents.  But  how  did  it  follow 
that  because^  Ihr6ugh  a  departure  from  the  rigor  of  theoret- 
ical principles  in  favor  of  public  convenience,  they  have  a 
right  to  reader  the  performance  of  their  duty  under  the  sec- 
ond Mction  of  the  constitution  as  little  irksome  or  annoying 
as  poBoble  to  themselves,  therefore  they  were  left  at  perfect 
tibotjr  to  perform  it  or  not,  at  their  pleasure  1  that  because 
they  Dty  regulate  the  circumstances  of  an  election,,  they 
have  therefore  an  unqualified  control  over  its  existence,  and 
over  the  tenure  of  the  office  created  under  it  1  because,  in 
diort,  they  had  a  power  under  the  4th  section,  of  which  the 
oncise  in  good  faith  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  duties 
irapoied  in  the  2d,  therefore  the  duty  is  swallowed  up  by 
the  power  given  for  its  fulfilment,  and  the  great  caidinal 
pvotiBioa  of  the  law,  by  one  that  was  merely  subsidiary 
and  iostromental  to  it  1 

•  If  ui  unqualified  control  over  the  whole  subject  of  eleo- 
tionf  for  Congress  had  been  intended  to  be  vested  in  the 
Slates,  why  impose  this  duty  of  issuing  writs  to  fill  up  va- 
caiicie»--all  vacancies — as  an  article  of  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  Union,  upon  their  Executive  authorities  forever  1 
U  the  general  elecstion  was  to  be  so  completely  in  their 
power,  that  it  should  be  claimed  and  proclaimed  as  their 
Qodoubied  right  to  order  or  to  omit  it,  why  not  leave  it  to 
their  legislation  also  to  take  cate  of  a  few  casual  vacancies  t 
•Why  meation  Taeandes  at  all  1  There  appeared  to  him  but 
ons  possible  conclusion,  and  that  was,  that  in  all  cases 
whalsMTer  of  vacancy  in  the  representation  from  any  8tate, 
■wbfB  itwas  called  for  there,  the  executive  authority  should 
•n  to  their  being  filled  up  by  the  people— because  such 
acaieas  a  Stale  so  arranging  its  election  laws  as  purposely 
to  cfsate  a  vacancy*  was  not  contemplated,  and  could  not 
be  contemplated,  by  those  who  framed  the  Government,  on 
the  piindpies  he  huA  ^ready  explained. 

IVrefore,  as  he  read  the  constitution,  all  elections  being 
intended  and  supposed  to  be  held  before  the  4th  of  March, 
•II  vacancies  were,  of  course,  such  as  every  one  admitted 
to  be  proper^  fitted  by  writs  from  the  Executive.  This 
MBipIe,  natural,  and  fair  construction  reconciled  or  pre- 
doded  aH  couflicto  and  contradictions  whatever;  whereas, 
the  dodrine  contended  for  by  gentlemen  was  the  source  of 
liuMe  very  perplezities  and  incongruities  on  which,  as  the 
Hooae  had  seen,  such  immense  stress  had  been  laid  to  die- 
prove  his  reading,  and  to  which  he  should  presently  speak 
more  paiticularly. 

Ihe  jame  conclusion  was  supported  by  the  clauses  which 
lelato  to  the  meeting  of  Congress.  This  is  to  take  plaoe 
■t  leart  once  a  year — in  the  absence  of  all  lefri*lation  on  the 
nhj^cty  on  the  first  Monday  in  December ;  but  any  other 
^y  may  be  fixed  by  Congress,  and  the  President  may,  by 
bis  pioclamation,  anticipate,  whenever  the  public  good  may 
nqoire  it,  the  regular  term  uiider  the  law  or  the  constitu- 
tion. Now,  a  meeting  of  this  Mouso,  thus  called  by  the 
BucQtive,  would  be  as  constitutional,  and,  since  It  would 
ffBBerally  be  called  under  the  pressure  of  some  great  exi- 
Smcyi  at  least  as  important  as  any  other. 

Then,  did  any  one  pretend  that  a  State  would  have  a 
right  to  elect  for  only  one  of  the  two  sessions  of  a  Congress  ? 
And  if  a  State  did  so,  what  should  this  House  decido  as  to 
the  vacancy  thus  created  ?  That  was  the  very  question  it 
had  now  to  decide.  For  that  session  was  as  legitimate,  as 
constitQtional,  as  the  regular  session  in  December:  and  if 
t  Stato  had  a  right  to  contrive  its  laws  so  as  to  defeat  or 
prevent  the  one,  it  had  the  same  right  in  regard  to  the 
other. 

As  a  matter  of  right — 'of  moral  competency,  at  least- 
nobody,  he  was  sure,  for  reasons  already  assigned,  would 
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be  extravagant  enough  to  contend  for  any  such  arbitrary 
and  anti-social  power  in  the  Legislatures  of  the  States.  At 
any  rate,  the  wilful  exercise  of  it  was  not  lightly  to  be  pre- 
aumed .-  the  fair  conclusion  was,  in  such  cases  as  that  be- 
fore the  House,  that  it  was  a  mere  omission,  an  overnght — 
an  accident,  in  short,  by  which  a  literal  interpretation  of 
the  State  law  would  be  rendered  inconsistent  with  the  par- 
amount objects  of  the  constitution.  The  vacancy  roust  be 
supposed  to  have  kapptnedt  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
term — that  is,  to  have  occurred  involuntarily  and  casually ; 
and,  he  repeated,  it  was  the  very  object  of  that  clause  in 
the  constitution  to  prevent  the  evil  consequences  of  such 
omissions  and  accidents.  What  if  the  election  law  of  a 
8tato  had  been  wholly  forgotten  in  the  hurry  and  bustle  of 
a  session  of  its  Legislature  ?  What  if,  by  some  csaualty, 
the  great  seal  of  the  State  bad  not  been  affixed  to  it,  or 
some  other  necessary  formality  had  been  forgotten  ! 

But,  Said  gentlemen,  all  those  inconveniences  were  fore- 
seen and  provided  against  by  the  same  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution which  vests  this  power  in  the  States ;  for  it  goes  on 
to  give  the  ultimate  control  over  its  exercise  to  Congress, 
which  had  only  to  pass  a  uniform  law  upon  the  subject : 
and  it  was  asked.  Should  this  extraordinary  means  of  a 
Governor's  writ  be  resorted  to,  when  another  as  efiectual 
was  at  hand  1 

To  this  he  answered,  in  the  first  place,  that  no  ordinary 
means  could  preclude  all  casualties.  Mistake,  omission, 
and  other  accidents  just  alluded  to,  would  occur  in  spile  of 
every  precaution ;  and  why  adopt  a  construction  by  which, 
even  under  the  most  pressing  imaginable  exigencies  of 
society,  they  could  not  be  obviated,  when  nothing  what- 
ever rendered  such  a  oonstruction  necessary,  and  no  in- 
conveniences could  possibly  result  from  the  opposite  and 
more  simple  construction?  But,  in  the  next  place,  he 
proceeded  to  deny  that  the  reservation  to  Congress  of  the 
power  to  alter  the  State  laws,  in  this  particular,  had  the 
same  object  as  the  power  conferred  upon  their  Executive 
authorities  to  issue  a  writ  for  the  filling  up  of  vacancies. 
He  admitted  that  stress  was  laid,  in  the  discussions  that 
took  place  whije  that  constitution  was  under  consideration, 
upon  the  necessity  of  reserving  the  ultimate  control  to 
Congress,  because,  otherwise,  it  wouM  bo  competent  for 
the  States,  by  refusing  to  pass  any  election  laws  at  all,  to 
create  an  interregnum  in  the  Government.  But  he  insist- 
ed-—besides  that  nothing  is  more  unsafe  thsn  to  construe  a 
law,  not  according  to  its  natural  import,  but  by  reference 
to  the  reported,  or  even  the  ascertained,  delarations  of 
some  of  its  advocates  at  the  time— *that  such  expressions  in 
the  writing  and  speeches  of  '88  might  be  reconciled,  with- 
out any  violence,  to  his  reading  of  the  constitution. 

Certainly,  in  every  well-constituted  State,  there  must 
be  election  laws — ^laws  regulating  the  time,  place,  and 
manner  of  exercising  the  great  fundamental  right  of  suf- 
frage— although^  as  has  been  shown,  that  right  exists  in- 
dependently of  all  such  laws,  and  has  often,  in  the  history 
of  all  free  Governments,  been  exercised  without  them. 
Care  must  be  taken  that  these  circumstances  be  well  ascer- 
tained, and  notified  to  the  electors,  in  order  that  there 
should  be  no  mistake  or  surprise,  and  that  the  result  of  the 
election  might  be  in  fact,  ss  it  was  in  conclusion  of  law,  a 
fair  expression  of  the  sense  of  the  people.  If  an  election 
be  regularly  held  in  conformity  to  law,  those  who  vote  de- 
cide for  all.  It  goes  on  a  necessary  presumption,  where 
proof  is  impossible.  But  if  there  be  any  grotmd  to  allege 
mistake  or  misunderstanding,  or  want  of  notice  or  informa- 
tion, it  vitiates  a  popular  election,  and  that  presumption 
cannot  apply.  Hence,  the  most  precise  speaker  or  writer 
miglit  very  well  say  that  to  give  the  States  an  absolute 
control  over  the  whole'subject  of  the  election  laws,  was  to 
make  Congress  dependent  for  its  existence  upon  their  will 
and  pleasure ;  for  it  was  not  necessary  hero  to  contend  (as 
i  twas  thought  he  did)  that  the  executive  authgrity  had 
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any  coDsUtutional  right  to  appoint  the  time,  place,  and 
manner  of  election8»  but  only  to  iiBue  a  writ  to  fill  up  a 
vacancy,  where  time,  place,  and  manner  were  already  fixed 
by  law,  ae  he  should  presently  have  occasion  to  explain 
more  fully.  It  was,  then,  in  reference  to  the  necessity  of 
some  legislation  upon  the  subject,  which  every  body  would 
admit  was  (as  a  general  rule)  indispensable,  that  so  much 
importance  bad  been  attached  to  this  clause  in  the  consti- 
tution, and  such  sweeping  terms  used  in  regard  to  it,  in 
the  discussions  of  the  day. 

But  it  was  further  to  ba  remarked  that  the  powers  thus 
reserved  to  Congcess  went  much  beyond  that  claimed  for 
the  State  Executive,  which  was  only  that  of  preventing 
vacancies  occasioned  by  imperfect  or  perverse  legislation  of 
the  States,  It  controlled  absolutely  the  whole  subject  of 
-  congressional  elections,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
place  of  electing  Senators.  That  body  might,  as  be  had 
already  said,  pass  uniform  laws  requiring  all  elections  to 
be  by  ballot  or  viva  voce — all  to  be  by  general  ticket  or  by 
district — all  to  be  at  the  same  season  of  the  year,  A^,  It 
might  not  only  restrain  and  rectify  an  unconstitutional  ex- 
ercise of  the  power  of  the  Slates  in  this  particular — it  might 
not  only  supfity  deficiencies  or  retrench  excesses  in  it— but 
might  supersede  and  annul  the  (otherwise)  constitutional 
exercise  of  it.  It  was,  therefore,  quite  natural  that  it 
should  have  been  the  object  of  jealous  and  vehement  dis- 
cussion in  a  country  of  such  various  character  and  condi- 
tion, and  (hat,  in  (hat  di^H^ussion,  the  great  prominent  ob- 
jeciB  of  tlie  respective  provttiions  should  have  absorbed  the 
attention  of  minds  engaged  in  the  discussicn.  Besides,  the 
States  demanded  the  right  to  regulate  time,  place,  and 
manner :  did  they  claim  that  of  creating  an  interregnum  in 
the  Government  ?  Among  the  most  extravagant  champi- 
ons of  their  independence,  was  one  to  be  found  who  con- 
aidered  thai  as  a  high  privilege,  an  incommunicable  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty  ?  It  was,  therefore,  easy  to  explain 
the  fact  thus  relied  on  by  gentlemen,  consistently  with  the 
view  which  he  had  presented;  and  he  again  reminded  the 
House  of  the  cardinal  principle  of  interpretation  which 
required  them  to  lean  in  favor  of  admitting  every  part  of  the 
people  to  its  share  in  the  legislative  power  of  the  country. 
But  conceding  that,  had  there  been  no  election  law  in 
Mi«f«iBsippi,  there  would  hava  been  a  failure  of  representa- 
tion, how  did  that  affect  the  case  of  an  election  held  under 
a  law,  as  he  had  already  observed,  in  exact  conformity  with 
it  ?  Had  that  statute^  which  actually  provides  for  elections 
to  fill  up  vacancies,  gone  on  to  authorize  the  Executive  to 
issue  his  writ  in  the  event  of  an  extraordinary  aossion,  it 
would  not  have  been  disputed  but  that  the  election  had 
been  legal.  It  has  done  every  thing  but  that,  and  yet  the 
omission  of  such  an  autbority^can  be  supposed  to  vitiate  it. 
But,  in  fact,  that  authorization,  bad  it  been  expreasly  given, 
would  have  been,  according  to  hia  previous  reasoning, 
merely  superfluous — ejcpressio  coram  qua  tadtc  intuni — 
for  the  Executive  derives  his  power  to  issue  a  writ  in  such 
a  case  from  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
power  could  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  by  any  act 
of  the  State.  Admitting,  then,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument, 
.  that  it  could  not  have  been  exercised  in  the  absenco  of  all 
State  legislation  on  the  subject,*  yet  bare  the  State  legia- 
Iati9n  being  complete,  his  power  wanteil  nothing  to  give  it 
full  efiect.  He  issued  his  writ,  and  it  was  executed  under 
the  statute.  So  the  President  and  iienate  may  make  a 
treaty  without  consulting  the  House  of  Representatives, 
but  should  flfti  appropriation  be  necessary  to  its  fuI61ment, 
the  House  has  the  constitutional  power  of  withholding  it. 
Yet  the  treaty  making  power  was  a  substantive,  and,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  mentioned,  an  independent  one ;  and,  had 
the  supply  been  voted  in  advance,  it  is  plain  that  the  House 

•  In  Hodge^s  casp,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  fixed  ihe  ilrae  of 
t  he  election,  and  the  House  rtilpd  that  h.  was  compeipnt  (or  him  to  do 
■e,  the  siatute  containing  no  provision  on  the  subject. 


would  )m9%  no  aorl  of  ooaCrol  ostx  its  exarciaa.  The  dis- 
tinction is  between  abating  in  a  power,  and  dispoang  if 
the  means  neceaaary  to  its  efGMtual  oparalion.  The  pv* 
allel  appeared  to  him  to  be  exact. 

As  to  the  preoedaniB  cited  from  the  Senate,  be  eooieiMU 
that  they  did  not  apply.  First,  because  there  ia  a  lenaifc- 
able  difference  in  the  words  of  the  constitution  in  lefaid  (b 
the  filling  up  of  vacancies  in  the  two  bodies.  Secoodljf,  W 
cause  the  mtschiefs  arising  from  a  vacancy  were  lar  giwlii 
in  a  fluctuating  body  than  a  peEmanent  one,  aa  ha  had  4- 
ready  had  occaaion  to  observe ;  and,  lastly  and  princi|iiU|, 
because  there  was  a  still  more  important  distinction  bet«c« 
the  two  eases — a  distinction,  indeed,  so  important  tH 
even  if  the  words  were  precisely  ttia  same  in  the  two  doM^ 
different  rules  of  interpretation  might  fiairly  be  apfilied  to 
them.  When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  Senate,  the  Bie^' 
utive  of  the  State  is  authorized  to  make  a  temponry  ap> 
pointment,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  LegialitBW  to 
make  an  appointment,  he  repeated,  not  .to  sunMun  tki 
Legislature  to  exercise  their  light  of  choice.  This  «« t 
privilege  vested  in  the  Executive,  in  derogation  of  the  oMr 
roon  law  of  the  subjeot-^f  the  otherwise  onalteraUe  iig|t 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  Sutes  in  this  particular.  Itm% 
therefore,  according  to  well-established  principlea,  to  la 
rigidly  construed.  On  the  contrary,  where  a  vacaa^  <» 
curved  in  the  Houae,  all  that  the  Sute  Executive  »ai  <»• 
thorized  to  do  was  to  issue  his  writ  to  call  together  the  pe^ 
pie  to  fill  it  up.  This  was  a  proviaioa  in  fuitbcrtaoe  rf 
the  common  rights  of  the  constituency,  making  bo  cba|i 
whatever  in  the  relation  betweaa  them  and  tbair  rejifcn^ 
ative,  but  simply  preventing  theb  being  without  m> 
Even,  therefore,  weN  the  words  the  same,  diflfereal  e» 
structions  might  be  put  upon  them,  agreeably  to  ^ 
settbd  principles  of  legal  interpretation.  But  hew  onA 
aironger  was  the  case  when  they  came  to  collate  the  to» 
clauses,  and  to  find  that  the  one  which,  on  generd  pnod* 
pies,  ought  to  be  rigidly  construed,  was  conceived  in  (hi 
most  precise  terms,  leaving  no  doubt  whatever  of  itwci- 
tent  of  the  power  thus  conveyed,  whUe  the  otJier  wti  jri 
as  general  and  comprehensive  as  it  ought  to  be,  if  ioteid* 
ed  to  protect  the  people  completely  against  all  poaAk 
chance  of  an  interregnum  in  the  Government. 

He  then  proceeded  to  notice  two  objections  which  bi 
been  very  much  insisted  on  in  the  debate. 

It  was  said  that,  if  this  view  of  the  conatitution  wwf^ 
evwy  election  held  after  the  4th  of  March  ooghl  to  be 
held  under  a  writ  of  the  ExecOtive,  or  it  urea  nttsily  void; 
and  then  cases  were  put  of  elections  required  to  be  hsM# 
a  certain  time  by  a  State  law,  which  should  be  oideredi 
another  by  such  special  writ. 

His  answer  was,  in  the  first  place,  that  all  these 
ties  aroae,  a«  he  had  already  observed,  not  out  of  his 
ing  of  the  constitution,  but  out  of  tliat  adopted  by 
men,  and  served  veiy  strikingly  to  expose  its  unsoui 
If  the  States  so  arranged  their  election  laws  as  to  pi 
all  possibility  of  an  interregnum,  no  such  conflicts 
evei  arise.     But  he  was  willing  to  go  further ;  he 
that  elections  held  under  a  law  admitting  of  a 
should  an  extraordinary  aeasion  be  called,  were 
void,  if  no  such  call  were  made.     To  be  sure,  to  the  i 
technical  way  of  oonaidering  these  things,  in  inatters  of  i 
tneum  and  tuunit  it  might  be  true  that  such  a  law 
lie  pronounced  utterly  null  and  void  by  a  court  of  JQi 
though  there  was  a  decision  of  a  respectable  judge*  decl 
a  law  good  to  one  intent  though  void  as  to  another, 
this  whole  subject  of  elections  was,  as  he  had  sh( 
strictly  practical  one,  over  which  the  House  exercieed 
exclusive  jurisdiction,  with  an  enlightened  equity  and  I 
the  spirit  of  indulgence  and  accommodation.     Were 
House  a  school  of  sophifters  or  a  chamber  of  apcdsl 
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tn,  theK  ohjeetiom  of  a  mere  metaphyeieal  extetneM  might 
iiive  aome  weight  with  it ;  but  ho  covld  eee  no  subitantiel 
diflicahy  whatever  in  acqnieeeing  in  election  laws  of  the 
Stttcfl,  however  imperfeeC,  ao  Unt^  ae  no  practieal  incon- 
vfnidice  sroie  out  of  them.  The  aboee  was  become  invet- 
cnte,  tnd  takani  quantum  vakre  pouunt.  An  extraordi- 
aary  torioD  was  a  thing  of  very  rare  occnrfenoe ;  and  he 
Wig  wUfia^to  tolerate  this  irregularity  in  the  legislation  of 
some  of  the  States,  provided,  in  case  of  snch  a  session, 
their  eieeative  authoritiee  were  enabled  to  issue  a  writ  to 
piv^  •  vacancy  in  the  House,  and  an  interregnum  hi  the 
€tofiernment  Jndeed,  this  aeems  to  him  strongly  to  re- 
cooimeDd  the  construction  contended  for ;  it  reconciled  the 
right  ol  the  States  with  those  of  the  mtion,  and  sacriAced 
ttt  die  convenience  of  the  former  every  thing  but  their  ob- 
KptioDi  to  the  latter^-whereas  a  uniform  law  passed  by 
CngreH  to  regulate  elections  would,  as  he  had  shown,  be 
liibfe  to  nany  objections. 

Ivirtlv,  he  oppMcd  to  the  authority  of  so  many  laws  pass* 
ed  lij  (he  new  Slates,  and  the  opinion  of  their  constita- 
tboafitj  that  had  lately  prevailed,  the  still  weightier  au- 
ftoiity  of  contemporaneous  construction.  All  the  States 
Which  formed  the  constitution,  he  believed,  without  a  sin- 
|k  eieeptioii,  originally  ordered  their  elections  to  be  held 
before  the  4th  of  March.  The  great  majority  of  them  still 
did  10 ;  a  very  few  of  them  had  subsequently  altered  their 
lam,  dovbiless  because,  extraordinary  sessions  being  veiy 
nrdy  celled,  they  had  lost  sight  of  the  principles  involved 
IB  the  foertion,  and  the  weighty  inconveniences  to  which 
ha  had  alhided.  This  discussion  would  awaken  attention 
to  then,  and  he  was  mistaken  if  the  decision  of  the  House 
b  foror  of  the  sitting  members  would  not  be  universally  ac>* 
pieieed  in  as  the  most  safe  and  leaaonable  practical  con- 
IraetioD  of  two  apparently  conflicting  clauses  of  the  conati- 
ntion. 

At  to  the  second  pert,  vhi:  how  far  the  limitation  at- 
fnpted  to  be  imposed  upon  the  tenure  of  the  sitting  mem- 
km^  hy  the  restriction  of  it  to  the  extra  session,  in  the 
jtodamation  of  the  Governor  of  Mississippi,  was  of  any  le- 
pd  fAct,  he  thought  it  resulted  inevitably  from  his  pre- 
rtBosTeasoniogs  that  it  was  of  none  whatever. 

The  aothority  of  the  State  Executive  was  defined  by  the 
EflMtitn^oD  ftoim  which  it  was  derived,  ft  was  to  issue  a 
vnit  to  fill  a  vacancy,  without  any  limitation  or  conation  ; 
Mt,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Senate,  to  fill  a  vacancy  which 
fcouM^  be  untU  a  fixed  period.  Why  this  express  diflbr- 
"Bce,  in  pontire  provision,  if  there  was  to  be  none  in 
pnastieef 

Had  the  Legislature  itself  of  Mississippi  ordained  that  the 
betioo  of  members  of  Congress  in  that  State  should  take 

t^  generally  in  November,  dec.,  but  should  the  Presi- 
t  convene  Uie  two  Houses  at  any  earlier  period  after  the 
|h  of  March,  limiting  the  term  of  service  there — that  in 
m  case  writs  should  issue  for  the  extra  session  alone,  and 
JMher  set  of  members  be  chosen  afterwards  for  the  re- 
pnder  of  the  term ;  every  body  would  agree  thatsnch  a 
p  was  unconstitutional ;  that  the  last  words  either  vitiated 

itively,  or  must  themselves  be  rejected  as  repugnant 

void. 

0  one,  at  all  verged  in  such  matters,  could  hesitate 
branch  of  the  alternative  to  choose. 

wu  a  conflict  between  the  general  interest  and  a  par- 
interest,  where  they  could  not  possibly  be  reconciled ; 

the  latter  must,  of  course,  give  way  to  the  former. 

people  of  Mississippi  could,  in  such  a  case,  have  ex- 

ed  tiieir  wi^h  to  be  represented,  if  possible,  on  certain 
Btt;  but,  at  all  events,  to  be  represented.  The  House 
Md  have  to  choose  between  rejecting  their  members  al- 
PRher,  or  admitting  them  on  the  conditions  prescribed  by 
a  eonrtitution.  He  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt 
^  it  should  do,  and  that  every  analogy  of  law,  every 
^oiption  of  common  sense,  required  that  the  constitu- 


tional limitation  should  he  rajeeled,  and  not  the  constitu- 
tional act.  He  compared  it  to  a  gift  of  land  to  a  mon  and 
his  heirs,  with  a  proviso  that  it  should  not  be  subject  to  his 
debts  or  disposal ;  a  proviso  simply  void. 

He  had  put  the  case  as  strongly  as  possible  for  the  op- 
posite side.  He  supposed  the  people  themaelves,  through 
their  Legislature,  to  have  attempted  to  impose  this  uncon- 
stitutional limitation  npon  the  tenure  of  members  of  Con- 
gress—and we  there  had  shown  that  it  was  of  no  effect 
whatever.  He  concluded  by  showing  that  the  objection 
applied  a  muUo  fortiori  to  a  proclamation  or  writ  of  the 
Executive  of  the  State.  In  that  case,  the  people  must  be 
presumed  to  have  acted  on  their  own  knowledge  of  the 
constitution,  (which,  ahw,  they  are  presumed,  as  every 
body  is  presumed,  to  know,)  and  not  on  the  mistaken 
views,  or_arbitrary  (reheats  of  the  Oovernor. 

This  point,  he  repeated,  appeared  te  him  perfectly  clear. 
He  had  no  doubt  whatever,  that  if  the  vacancy  were 
properly  filled  under  a  writ  from  the  Executive,  it  was 
filled  both  by  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
for  the  whole  term,  which  no  Slate  has  any  color  of  right 
either  tb  divide  or  to  prolong.  He  might  be  the  more 
confident  in  thiropinion,  because  it  had  been  repeatedly  es- 
tablished by  the  highest  tribunal  in  South  Carolina,  in 
analogous  cases.  In  those  cases,  oflncem  whose  term  of 
service  was  defined  in  the  constitution  of  the  States,  but 
who  have  been  commissioned  for  a  diflS^rent  term,  had  uni- 
formly been  remitted  to  their  constitutional  tenure. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  L.  concluded  that  the  sitting  members 
were  duly  elected  for  the  whole  Sfith  Congress ;  and,  after 
adding  a  few  words,  touching  the  part  which  Mr.  Claiborne 
had  taken  in  the  North  Carolina  election  as  entitling  his 
case  to  (ho  candid  examination  of  the  House,  without  dia- 
tinction  of  parties,  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that,  in  reference  to  this  par- 
ticular election,  he  could  suggest  a  plausible  reason  why 
the  present  members  should  retain  their  seats— a  reason 
which  had  not  as  yet  been  urged,  and  to  which  he  con- 
fened  he  should  be  puzxled  to  find  an  objection.  It  was 
this :  the  House  of  Representatives  was  composed  of  mem- 
bere  chosen  every  second  year ;  and  the  constitution  said 
that  the  States  should  regulate  the  manner  and  time  of 
choosing  them,  unless  Congress  should  interfere.  The 
State  of  Mississippi  had  acted  in  accordance  with  this  pro- 
vision, and  had  elected  her  Representatives  to  ser\'e  for  the 
ensuing  two  years.  The  time  of  their  election  had  not  yet 
expired,  and  if  they  had  been  permitted  to  retain  their  seats 
to  this  period,  in  that  view  of  the  case  he  would  confess 
that  if  the  objection  were  urged,  he  should  lie  puxzled  to 
set  it  aside.  Under  the  letter  of  the  constitution  there  was 
nothing  to  prohibit  it. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  thought  that,  if  the  Governor 
of  the  Stale  of  Mississippi,  vrith  all  his  legal  knowledge, 
both  of  the  State  law  and  that  of  the  constitution,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  terms  of  election  would  expire  with  the 
present  session,  (and  that  was  his  opinion,  he  having  in- 
sert a  clause  in  the  writ  to  that  effect,)  then  it  would  be 
a  fair  inference  to  suppose  that  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  had  a  similar  impression. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  hojjed  the  gentleman  would  allow  him 
to  state  that,  at  the  time  t^  his  and  his  colleague's  elec- 
tion, there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  among  the  people 
of  Mississippi  but  that,  whoever  were  elected,  vrere  elected 
for  the  whole  term  of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress. 

Mr.  MASON  disclaimed  any  disrespect  to  the  gentle- 
men from  that  State,  but  had  merely  stated  what,  in  his 
opinion,  was  a  fair  inference,  wilheut  knowing  any  thing 
about  facts.  He  then  went  on  to  give  his  reasons  why  he 
could  not  vote  for  the  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee.    After  which. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  HAYNES, 

The  House  adjourned. 
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TUXSDAT,  OcTOBftn  8. 

MISSISSIPPI  ELECTION. 

After  the  presentation  of  memoiialfl,  the  House  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Gholbom  and  Claiborvi, 
uf  Mississippi. 

Mr.  HAYNJ2S  said  that,  until  particular  circumstances 
had  called  his  attention  to  the  subject  of  discussion  yester- 
day, he  had  not  intended  to  participate  in  it. 

In 'proceeding  to  examine  the  claim  of  the  silting  mem* 
hers  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  seats  in  this  House, 
two  points  wero  presented  for  consideration.  The  first 
and  most  important  is,  did  such  a  vacancy  exist  in  the 
representation  as  to  authorixe  the  Governor  to  issue  his 
vvrit  of  election  for  filling  it  t  And  the  second  is,  admit- 
ting such  vacancy  to  have  existed,  how  far  is  the  valid- 
ity of  the  election  afiected  by  its  being  limited  to  the  pres- 
ent extra  session  of  Congress  by  the  proclamation  of  the 
Governor  1 

In  considering  the  first  question — the  question  of  vacan- 
cy— and  in  the  various  definitions  which  honorable  gen- 
tlemen had  given  of  that  term,  he  thought  they  had  con- 
fined themselves  to  too  nice  and  rigid  a  technicality.  In 
the  clause  of  the  constitution  which  confers  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  State  the  right,  and  which  imposes  on  him  the 
duty,  to  order  an  election  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  this  House, 
no  term  of  limitation  is  used  restricting  that  right  and  that 
duty  to  any  particular  set  of  circumstances  whatsoever. 
The  words  of  the  constitution  are :  **  When  vacancies 
happen  in  the  representation  of  a  State,  the  Executive  au- 
thority thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies." Could  language  be  more  broad  than  that  em- 
ployed by  the  federal  convention  in  empowering  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  State  to  fill  vacancies  in  this  House !  It  cer- 
tainly could  not.  But,  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  upon 
the  subject  of  vacancy  or  no  vacancy,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  gentlemen  had  carried  to  the  consideration  of  the 
causes  which  might  produce  such  vacancy,  the  same  nar- 
row and  erroneous  notions  which  had  governed  their  in- 
terpretation of  the  term  vacancy  itself.  They  had  con- 
fined those  causes  exclusively  to  the  act  of^the  individual 
incumbent,  or  the  providence  of  God  acting  upon  him, 
when  it  should  have  been  equally  applied  to  those  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  see  that  no  vacancy  should  Se  suffered 
to  enist  without  having  it  immediately  filled. 

To  enable  us  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  of  what  was 
meant  by  the  federal  convention  in  confening  upon  the 
Governor  of  a  State  the  power  of  causing  vacancies  in  this 
House  to  be  filled,  it  is  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  mo- 
tive of  that  body  in  organizing  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  And  what  was  that  motive  1  In  announcing 
that  motive,  he  would  place  himself  upon  ground  which 
he  was  very  sure  no  gentleman  would  controvert :  that,  in 
creating  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  well  aa  the  Sen- 
ate, it  was  the  purpose  of  the  convention,  in  each  case,  to 
create  a  perpetual  office.  That  this  was  the  office,  is  the 
necessary  consequence  of  their  high  purpose  to  create  a 
perpetual  Government.  They  gave  to  the  Senators  the 
term  of  six,  and  to  the  Representatives  the  term  of  two 
years.  But  as  a  consi^quence,  too  obvious  and  inevitable 
to  be  contested,  of  creating  a  perpetual  ofiice  to  carry  on 
a  perpetual  Government,  the  succession  must  also  be  per- 
petual. In  proof  of  such  intention,  various  considerations, 
of  a  character  too  irresistible  to  be  denied,  may  be  present- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  Ah  setting  the  new 
system  in  motion,  its  operation  commraced  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1789;  thus  fixing  the  time  from  which  the  consti- 
tutional term  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  should  be  computed.  All  the  elections  to 
Congress  were  completed  in  anticipation  of  it ;  and,  on 
that  day,  if  he  was  not  greatly  mistaken,  was  the  first  ses- 


sion of  the  ficst  CongresB  comme need,  thus  fixing  the  atait* 
ing  point  for  calculi^ting  the  commencement  of  evsiy  sk* 
cessive  term  of  service  in  this  House. 

In  ascertaining  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  contm^ 
whether  public  or  private,  we  might  derive  instiadioi 
from  a  reference  to  their  practice  under  it.  Then  vai 
thirteen  States  concerned  in  forming  the  federal  cooititB- 
tion,  seven  of  which,  together  with  two  others  since  font 
ed  of  portions  of  them,  Maine,  Massachuaetts,  Vennoo^ 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  8oaA 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  now  keep  up  a  perpetual  suoc» 
Fion  in  this  House,  sanding  here  one  hundi;^  and  oglitM 
out  of  the  one  hundred  and  seventy  members  who  rcp^ 
sent  the  old  thirteen  States.  The  intentioyi  to  pmem 
the  perpetual  succession  already  adverted  to,  is  as  plaioif 
indicated  in  the  power  conferred  upon  the  Governor  cf  i 
State  to  fill  vacancies,  and  that  reserved  to  Congrtati 
legialate  in  default  of  State  legislation,  as  it  well  oooU 
have  been,  so  far  from  there  being  aueh  repugnanoe  bi* 
tween  them  as  gentlemen  have  contended  for. 

The  language  of  the  constiluiion  is,  **  the  times,  plico^ 
and  manner  ot  holding  elections  of  Senators  sod  Bcpf- 
sentatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legs- 
lature  thereof;  bat  the  Congress  may  at  any  time,  bj  la«i 
make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  ihepbeNcI 
choosing  Senators.*.'  For  what  purpose  could  the powv 
be  reserved  to  Congress  over  time  and  manner  of  choooBg 
Senators,  and  time,  manner,  and  place  at  choosing  Bepn* 
sentatives,  and  the  power  to  fill  vacancies  conferred  ondM 
Governors  of  the  States,  unless  it  waa  for  the  purpoM  d 
keeping  those  offices  constantly  filled  1  It  would  seem  to 
be  impossible  to  forego  the  conclusion  that  thii  wv  tht 
purpose  of  the  convention,  and  no  other.  In  consideriog 
this  point,  gentlemen  seemed  to  bim  to  have  erred  io  ti* 
king  it  for  granted  that  Congress  and  the  States  had  doBi 
every  thing  required  of  them  by  the  constitution,  wim 
there  had,  according  to  his  view  of  the  subject,  beoii 
glaring  omission  by  both,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  elecdoi 
of  Representatives  in  Congress  has  been  postponed  b^ 
yond  the  day  on  which  the  constitutional  term  commenrti 
biennially,  counting  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1T69. 
He  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion,  which  he  did  net 
l>elieve  a  proper  examination  of  the  subject  could  rewi 
that  a  perpetual  office  having  been  created,  perpetual  no*, 
cession  must  follow  as  an  inevitable  consequence;  and 
whenever  such  perpetual  succession  is  broken,  eitbab^ 
the  act  of  the  incumbent  or  the  constituent  body  entiiw 
to  fill  it,  a  vacancy  existed  in  the  contemplation  of  tbi 
constitution,  which  it  is  the  right,  and  not  only  the  righ^ 
but  the  duty,  of  the  Governor  to  cause  to  be  filled^  by  tf* 
suing  his  writ  of  election. 

But  to  show  the  mischievous  consequences  of  the  op* 
posito  doctrine,  it  wopld  be  sufficient  to  state  that  the'* 
was  an  actual  House  of  Representatives  in  existence,  M 
the  4th  of  March  last,  by  the  previous  election  of  mort 
than  one  hundred  and  forty  members,  making  a  coniiitii* 
tional  quorum  fur  the  transaction  of  business.  ^  Suppoi* 
some  great  national  contingency  had  then  mode  itthedu? 
of  the  President  to  convene  Congress  at  the  earliest  prtf* 
ticable  period.  There  was  a  constitutional  quorum  w 
the  transaction  of  business  in  existence  ;  and  no  one  ea 
deny  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Executive,  under  tlit 
contingency  supposed,  to  call  them  together.  ^^.Zl 
though  a  quorum  might  have  been  so  convened,  and  fflVv 
constitutionally  have  proceeded  to  transact  the  public bitf' 
nesa,  a  majority  of  the  States  would  have  remained  QD^ 
resented  for  months,  unless  their  respective  Govemon  ^ 
issued  writs  of  election,  according  to  the  plain  j^^^^^Z 
meaning  of  the  clause  oi  the  constitution  requiring  tA» 
to  issue  writs  of  election  for  filling  vacancies  in  ibis  boflj' 

But  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject  which  bear*  «F 
on  this  question.     It  has  been  contended  U^^  ^ 
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Nates  are  only  required  to  elect  RepreaentatiTet  onoe  in 
vo  jean,  the  time  of  election  is,  with  them,  wholly  a 
ntter  of  diaeretion.  But  thia  ia  certainly  an  erroneous 
iaw  of  the  aabjeet^  as  that  discretion  was  plainly  intend- 
d  to  be  Uxnited  by  the  necessity  of  the  caae ;  the  neceaaity 
i  keeping  a  perpetoal  aucceaaion  unbroken  and  entire. 
Sy  tbe  oonaUtatlon,  no  day  was  fixed  for  commencing  the 
feratioosof  the  new  Government.  That  was  settled  by 
m  oidiDance  of  the  Congnreas  which  ceaaed  to  exist  the 
moment  the  iederal  constitution  went  into  operation ;  and 
iha  4tii  (ky  of  March,  1789,  was  the  day  appointed  by 
iheiB.  As  the  constitution  fixed  the  representative  term 
u  two  jean^  and  as  that  term  was  to  dale  its  commence- 
aant  at  the  4th  of  March,  #the  elections  in  the  several 
^tei  were  intended  to  conform  to  it.  If  this  principle 
AooJd  not  govern,  and  a  majority  of  the  States  postpone, 
M  ikey  now  postpone,  their  elections  beyond  the  day  on 
vducb  the  term  commences,  their  Representatives  are  not 
>i*cted  for  the  term  prescribed  by  the  constitution ;  and 
benoe  we  arrive  at  the  result,  that  in  all  auch  cases  there 
K  a  Tacancy,  and  snch  a  vacancy  as  is  contemplated  by 
Ike  GOMtitution  in  the  clause  empowering  and  requiring 
lk«iz  Governors  to  fill  vacancies.  If,  then,  by  the  negli- 
^Dce  of  those  States  and  of  Congress,  the  perpetuity  of 
tke  aoeeession  hss  been  broken,  how  can  that  deprive  a 
Oovernor  of  bis  conatitutional  right,  or  excuae  him  from 
hit  Ugh  constitutional  obligation  to  aee  that  tbe  vacancy 
BkaU  be  filled  1  There  is  certainly  no  conflict  between  the 
i%iifs  of  (he  Siatea  or  of  Oongreaa  on  the  one  hand,  and 
jke  Gorenior  on  the  other,  under  thia  view  of  tbe  aubject. 
It  was  made  the  duty  of  the  LegiAlaturea  of  the  States,  and 
ndefanlt  of  them  of  Congress,  to  keep  up  a  perpetual  auc- 
Menoo  in  tbe  representative  body  ;  and  in  the  failure  of 
Aber  to  do  so,  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Governor  of 
t  State  require  of  him  to  supply  the  omission.  Nor  is 
this  view  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  but  in 
■pport  and  affirmance  of  them.  In  the  caae  already  aop- 
posedf  or  a  convention  of  Congreae  at  the  commencement 
ef  the  constitDtional  term,  according  to  the  doctrine  ad- 
Hoeed  by  tboae  who  oppoae  the  regularity  of  the  Missis- 
sippi flection  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  vacancy,  a 
Bejority  of  the  States,  under  their  present  election  laws, 
ought  remain  unrepresented  for  months,  and  their  constit* 
MDcy  onheard  in  this  body.  But^  according  to  the  view 
presented  by  him,  every  Slate  in  the  Union  would  be 
jj^reeenied  with  no  more  delay  than  might  be  necessary 
»r  their  Governor  to  convene  the  electors  by  his  proclama- 
tion. The  conclusion  of  his  argument  was,  Uiat  as  the 
f^pneeotative  office  is  perpetual,  and  as  that  carries  with 
j^perpetnal  sucfeessioo,  if  the  State  Legislature  shall  so 
nve  U  that  on  tbe  4th  of  March,  corresponding  with  the 
^oial  commencement  of  the  repreaentative  term  in  this 
House,  any  State  shall  be  unrepresented,  a  vacancy  has 
"•Hiened,  on  which  arises  the  power  and  the  obligation 
^  the  Governor  to  cause  it  to  be  filled.  He  said  he  was 
larare  that  this  might  be  considered  a  novel  doctrine ;  but 
^  *as  tbe  legitimate  consequence  of  his  original  propoai- 
^»  the  perpetuity  of  the  representative  oflice,  and  its 
^^tfvuj  result  of  a  perpetual  succession ;  and  he  had  al- 
'^y  ihown  that  the  people  were  deeply  intereated  in  the 
<>^ishmsnt  of  the  doctrine.  If,  then,  hia  premiaea  and 
ttoclosion  w^re  legitimate,  there  waa  a  vacancy  in  the 
i|eprenntation  of  the  State  of  Misaiaeippi,  requiring  of  the 
GoremoT  to  issue  bis  writ  of  election  fur  filling  it ;  that 
■>eh  writ  had  been  issued ;  the  people  had  aesembled  at 
toe  placea,  ud  held  the  election  in  the  manner  required, 
*wi  tt  a  consequence,  the  honorable  gentlemen  claiming 
Mali  in  this  House  as  Representatives  from  that  State,  are 
*•  dearly  entitled  to  them  as  any  members  belonging  to  it. 
in  regard  to  the  second  point  in  the  caae,  the  limitation 
Jll^pted  to  be  imposed  by  the  Governor  upon  the  term 
'^  which  members  were  to  be  elected,  it  seemed  to  him  to 


be  waste  of  words  to  discuss  it.  There  was  a  vacancy, 
and  a  vacancy  running  to  the  close  of  the  CongressionsJ 
term.  The  Governor  was  not  only  authorized,  but  re- 
quired, to  issue  his  writ  of  election  to  fill  it.  He  did  issue 
(liat  writ,  and  because  of  the  attempt  to  limit  the  term  to 
the  present  session,  will  any  one  seriously  urge  that  the 
whole  proceeding  is  vitiated  by  it  1 

For  whose  benefit  was  that  dection  ordered  to  take 
place  ?  For  the  people  of  Mississippi.  By  whom  was  it 
conducted?  By  the  people  who  were  interested  in  it. 
And,  so  fsr  as  we  are  informed,  the  whole  canvass  was  con- 
ducted with  a  perfect  understanding,  that  the  election 
would  cover  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  the  twenty*fifth 
Congress.  And,  more,  the  canvass  vtas  animated,  the 
election  was  full,  and  decided  by  a  large  majority.  Who 
then  will  have  the  hardihood  to  aay,  becauae  the  Governor, 
in  performing  his  constitutional  duty  of  ordering  an  elec- 
tion to  fill  a  vacancy,  attempted  to  limit  and  control  the 
duration  of  that  vacancy,  that  the  full  and  firee  expreasion 
of  the  public  will  of  the  State  of  Miaatssippi  ahall  pass 
unregarded  in  this  House  1  For  his  own  part,  in  every 
question  involving  the  rights  of  the  people,  he  shouM 
always  be  found  in  support  of  those  rights  to  the  best  of 
his  ability. 

Mr.  SL  ADE  contended  that  neither  the  resolution  nor  the 
amendment  took  the  true  ground.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  members  elected  were  entitled  to  hold  their  seats  during 
the  entire  continuance  of  the  26th  Congress,  and  he  did 
believe  they  were  entitled  to  seats  at  the  extra  session ;  and 
if  any  gentleman  would  bring  forward  a  proposition  to  this 
effect,  he  would  vote  for  it.  He  was  not  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  but  if  he  was  compelled  to  decide  between  it 
and  the  original  resolution,  he  would  be  compelled  to  vote 
for  it  From  the  most  careful  examination  which  he  could 
give  the  subject,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  such 
a  vacancy  had  happened  as  was  contemplated  by  the  con- 
stitution. He  contended  that  the  Governor  had  the  power 
to  fill  up  this  vacancy,  by  issuing  his  writ  of  election  to 
fill  the  vacancy  until  the  time  of  the  regular  election  under 
the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  went  into  a  lengthy  ar- 
gument in  support  of  this  view  of  the  case. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  thought  it  perfectly  manifest  that 
the  people  of  Mississippi  intended  to  hiive  Representatives 
in  Congress  at  the  present  extra  session,  and  be  /was  glad 
that  by  the  rules  of  the  House  the  gentlemen  were  permit- 
ted to  take  seats  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  be- 
cause he  was  always  willing  to  take  into  account  the  will 
of  the  constituency.  It  was  assumed,  however,  that  the 
people  believed,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  that  they  were 
electing  Representatives  for  the  twenty-fifih  Congress ;  but 
this  he  took  to  be  an  improper  assumption ;  because  the 
people  were  only  authorized  by  the  Governor  to  vote  for 
members  to  the  extra  session  of  Congress,  and  therefore  it 
was  but  fair  to  presume  that  the  people  were  not  generally 
of  opinion  that  they  were  electing  members  for  the  whole 
of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress.  They  wore  led  to  believe^ 
by  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  that  the  term  of  those 
they  were  voting  for  would  expire  at  the  time  when  the 
existing  law  of  the  State  provides  that  the  election  for 
members  of  Congress  should  take  place^  He  contended 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Governor  to  authorize 
an  election  for  the  whole  of  the  35th  Congress  ;  because, 
if  the  Governor  was  clothed  with  this  power,  he  could  set 
aside  tbe  laws  of  the  Slate  entirely.  He  contended  that 
the  real  difiiculty  in  relation  to  the  Mississippi  election  was 
defective  legislation ;  because  the  Legislature  bad  not  pro- 
vided for  the  exigency  which  might  arise  in  case  of  a  call 
of  an  extra  session  of  Congress  immediately  after  the  fourth 
of  March.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  proper  course  would 
have  been  (Qt  the  Governor  to  call  the  Legialature  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  filling  up  the  vacancy  which  had  occur- 
red, and  cited  the  late  election  in  Rhode  Island  as  an  illuc- 
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TVXBDAT,  OcTOBftn  8. 

MISSISSIPPI  ELECTION. 

After  the  preseolation  of  memoTials,  the  House  reiumed 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ejec- 
tions, in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiboriti, 
uf  Mississippi. 

Mr.  HAYNJSS  said  that,  antil  particular  circumstances 
had  called  his  attention  to  the  subject  of  discussion  yester- 
day, he  had  not  intended  to  participate  in  it. 

In 'proceeding  to  eiamine  the  claim  of  the  sitting  mem- 
bers from  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  seats  in  this  House, 
two  points  wero  presented  for  consideration.  The  first 
and  roost  important  is,  did  such  a  vacancy  exist  in  the 
representation  as  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  issue  his 
writ  of  election  for  filling  it  1  And  the  second  is,  admit- 
ting such  vacancy  to  have  existed,  how  far  is  Uie  valid- 
ity of  the  election  afiected  by  its  being  limited  to  the  pres- 
ent extra  session  of  Congress  by  the  proclamation  of  the 
Governor  ? 

In  considering  the  first  question — the  question  of  vacan- 
cy— and  in  the  various  definitions  which  honorable  gen- 
tlemen had  given  of  that  term,  he  thought  they  had  con- 
fined themselves  to  too  nice  and  rigid  a  technicality.  In 
the  clause  of  the  constitution  which  confers  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  State  the  right,  and  which  imposes  on  him  the 
duty,  to  order  an  election  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  this  House, 
no  term  of  limitation  is  used  restricting  that  right  and  that 
doty  to  any  particular  set  of  circumstances  whatsoever. 
The  words  of  the  constitution  are:  **  When  vacancies 
happen  in  the  representation  of  a  State,  the  Executive  au- 
thority thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies.** Could  language  bo  more  broad  than  that  em- 
ployed by  the  federal  convention  in  empowering  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  State  to  fill  vacancies  in  this  House !  It  cer- 
tainly could  not.  But,  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  upon 
the  subject  of  vacancy  or  no  vacancy,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  gentlemen  had  canied  to  the  consideration  of  the 
causes  which  might  produce  such  vacancy,  the  same  nar- 
row and  erroneous  notions  which  had  governed  their  in- 
terpretation of  the  term  vacancy  itself.  They  had  con- 
fined those  causes  exclusively  to  the  act  of^the  individual 
incumbent,  or  the  providence  of  God  acting  upon  him, 
when  it  should  have  been  equally  applied  to  those  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  see  that  no  vacancy  shoiUd  he  suffered 
to  exist  without  having  it  immediately  filled. 

To  enable  as  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  of  what  was 
meant  by  the  federal  convention  in  conferring  upon  the 
Governor  of  a  State  the  power  of  causing  vacancies  in  this 
House  to  be  filled,  it  is  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  mo- 
tive of  that  body  in  organizing  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  And  what  was  that  motive  1  In  announcing 
that  motive,  he  would  place  himself  upon  ground  which 
he  was  very  sure  no  gentleman  would  controvert :  that,  in 
creating  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  well  aa  the  Sen- 
ate, it  was  the  purpose  of  the  convention,  in  each  case,  to 
create  a  perpetual  office.  That  this  was  the  office,  is  the 
necessary  consequence  of  their  high  purpose  to  create  a 
perpetual  Government.  They  gave  to  the  Senators  the 
term  of  six,  and  to  the  Representatives  the  term  of  two 
years.  But  as  a  consi^quence,  too  obvious  and  inevitable 
to  be  contested,  of  creating  a  perpetual  ofiice  to  carry  on 
a  perpetual  Government,  the  succession  must  also  be  per- 
petual. In  proof  of  such  intention,  various  considerations, 
of  a  character  too  irresistible  to  be  denied,  may  be  present- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  At  setting  the  new 
system  in  motion,  its  operation  commraced  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1789;  thus  fixing  the  time  from  which  the  consti- 
tutional term  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  should  be  computed.  All  the  elections  to 
Congress  were  completed  in  anticipation  of  it;  and,  on 
that  day,  if  he  was  not  greatly  mistaken,  was  the  first  ses- 


sion of  the  fint  Congress  comme  need,  thus  fixing  the  sIm|(| 
ing  point  for  calcoliting  the  commencement  of  entjmi 
cessive  term  of  service  in  this  House.  J 

In  ascertaining  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  contfai 
whether  public  or  private,  we  might  derive  inirrirtig! 
from  a  reference  to  their  practice  under  it.  Thcss  wtH 
thirteen  States  concerned  in  forming  the  federal  oob««ip> 
tion,  seven  of  which,  together  with  two  others  sioee  fti» 
ed  of  portions  of  them,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Vsnisi^ 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Sn* 
Carolina,  and  Georgia*  now  keep  up  a  perpetaal  taxm 
non  in  this  House,  sending  here  one  hundred  and  ci|biM| 
ont  of  the  one  hundred  and  seventy  members  wha  icpiNi 
sent  the  old  thirteen  States.  The  intention  to  piciiMi 
the  perpetual  au^Doession  already  adverted  to,  is  as  pbfll 
indicated  in  the  power  conferred  upon  the  Goveresrofi 
State  to  fill  vacancies,  and  that  reserved  to  Cosfrnili 
legislate  in  default  of  Sute  legislation,  aa  it  wcU  coal|: 
have  been,  ao  far  from  there  being  such  repngnsacslr 
tween  them  as  gentlemen  have  contended  for. 

The  language  of  the  constitution  is,  **  the  timss^  |ilae%^ 
and  manner  oi  holding  elections  of  Senators  and  Bcpi^ 
sentatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  Stale  by  the  UfW 
latore  thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any  time^  bjr  M 
make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  ihofilMMil 
choosing  Senators.?  For  what  purpose  could  liis  pov^j 
be  reserved  to  Congress  over  time  and  manner  oCcbeosiif' 
Senators,  and  time,  manner,  and  place  of  choonag  itefir 
sentativea,  and  the  power  to  fill  vacancies  conientd  u^ 
Governors  of  the  States,  unless  it  was  for  the  purpMidt-. 
keeping  thooe  offices  constantly  filled  1  It  would 
be  impossible  to  forego  the  conclusion  that  this  inii 
purpose  of  the  convention,  and  no  other.  In 
this  point,  gentlemen  seemed  to  bim  to  have  snedial 
king  it  for  granted  that  Congress  and  the  States  had  ' 
every  thing  required  of  them  by  the  constitution,  wt 
there  had,  according  to  his  view  of  the  sobjeet,  bM 
glaring  omission  by  both,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  dc 
of  R^resentatives  in  Congress  has  been  postponed 
yond  the  day  on  which  the  constitutional  term  cofflDOi^ 
biennially,  counting  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1781'! 
He  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion,  which  be  di^f^ 
l>elieve  a  proper  examination  of  the  subject  could  nd^ 
that  a  perpetual  ofiice  having  been  created,  perpstati  x^j 
cession  must  follow  as  an  inevitable  consequence;  udi 
whenever  such  perpetual  succession  is  broken,  lithabfj 
the  act  of  the  incumbent  or  the  constituent  bod;  ent'uw 
to  fill  it,  a  vacancy  existed  in  the  contemplsuoo  oCtkl| 
constitution,  which  it  is  the  right,  and  not  onlv  the  riglf 
but  the  duty,  of  the  Governor  to  cause  to  be  fiDed,  bj  ii 
suing  his  writ  of  election. 

But  to  show  the  mischievous  consequences  of  the< 
poaitc  doctrine,  it  wopld  be  suificient  to  state  tbit  ' 
was  an  actual  House  of  Representatives  in  existence,  i 
the  4th  of  March  last,  by  the  previous  election  of  i 
than  one  hundred  and  forty  members,  making  a  coni 
tional  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.    Suf 
some  great  nations!  contingency  bad  then  mode  it  the  ( 
of  the  President  to  convene  Congress  at  the  earliest  | 
ticable  period.     There  was  a  constitutional  quorun 
the  transaction  of  business  in  existence  ;  and  no  oM< 
deny  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Executive,  under* 
contingency   supposed,    to  call   them   together.    BotJ 
though  a  quorum  might  have  been  so  convened,  and  i 
constitutionally  have  proceeded  to  transact  the  public  1 
neas,  a  majority  of  the  States  would  have  remained  «> 
resented  fur  months,  unless  their  respective  Govemon' 
issued  writs  of  election,  according  to  the  plain  intent' 
meaning  of  the  clause  oi  the  constitution  requiring^ 
to  issue  writs  of  election  for  filling  vacancies  in  this 

But  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject  which  ^f^^ 
on  this  question.     It  has  been  contended  thali  ^^ 
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Slates  are  only  required  to  elect  RepreaentatiTes  once  in 
two  jean^  the  time  of  election  is,  with  them,  wholly  a 
natter  of  diacretion.  But  this  is  certainly  an  erroneous 
new  of  the  subject^  aa  that  diacretion  waa  plainly  intend- 
ed to  be  Uxaited  by  the  necessity  of  the  case ;  the  necessity 
cf  keefMng  a  perpetual  succession  unbroken  and  entire, 
fij  the  eoDstitatioD,  no  day  was  fixed  for  commencing  the 
operations  of  the  new  Government.  That  was  settled  by 
an  ordinance  of  the  Congpress  which  ceased  to  exist  the 
moment  UtiB  £Dderal  conatitution  went  into  operation ;  and 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1789,  was  the  day  appointed  by 
them.  As  the  conatitution  fixed  the  representative  term 
at  two  jean,  and  as  that  term  was  to  date  its  commence* 
BeDt  at  the  4th  of  March,  ^the  elections  in  the  several 
Slitea  were  intended  to  conform  to  i^.  If  this  principle 
diooJd  not  govern,  and  a  majority  of  the  States  postpone, 
M  they  now  postpone,  their  elections  beyond  the  day  on 
whieh  the  term  oommences,  their  Representatives  are  not 
^MbA  for  the  term  pi«scribed  by  the  constitution ;  and 
lienoe  we  arrive  at  the  result,  that  in  all  such  cases  there 
is  a  Tacaocy,  and  such  a  vacancy  as  is  contemplated  by 
d)e  Goaatitution  in  the  clause  empowering  and  requiring 
Uiflir  Gofftrnora  to  .fill  vacancies.  If,  then,  by  the  negli* 
iBDce  of  those  States  and  of  Congress,  the  perpetuity  of 
lite  iQcceaaion  has  been  broken,  how  can  that  deprive  a 
Oovernor  oi  his  constitutional  right,  or  excuse  him  from 
kis  high  oonstitiitional  obligation  to  see  that  the  vacancy 
BhiU  be  ailed  ?  There  is  certainly  no  conflict  between  the 
r%iilf  o/  ihe  States  or  of  Congress  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  Gorenor  on  the  other,  under  this  view  of  the  subj^t. 
ft  waa  made  the  duty  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  and 
mdefaoU  of  them  of  Congress,  to  keep  up  a  perpetual  suc- 
cnaioD  in  the  representative  body  ;  and  in  the  failure  of 
other  to  do  so,  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Governor  of 
*  Bute  require  of  him  to  supply  the  omiasion.  Nor  is 
Ihif  view  derogatory  to  the  righta  of  the  people,  but  in 
npport  and  affirmance  of  them.  In  the  case  already  sup- 
pled, or  a  convention  of  Congreas  at  the  commencement 
of  the  oonatitntioDal  term,  according  to  the  doctrine  ad- 
noeed  by  those  who  oppose  the  regularity  of  the  Missis- 
■ppi  eleciion  on  the  grround  that  there  waa  no  vacancy,  a 
Majority  of  the  States,  under  their  present  election  laws^ 
ought  remain  unrepresented  for  months,  and  their  constit* 
oency  QDheaid  in  this  body.  But^  according  to  the  view 
presented  by  him,  every  State  in  the  Union  would  be 
'^P'c^n^d  with  no  more  delay  than  might  be  necessary 
£n  their  Governor  to  convene  the  electors  by  his  proclamfr- 
hon.  The  conclusion  of  his  argument  was,  that  as  the 
f^preantative  oflRce  is  perpetual,  and  as  that  carries  with 

I  perpetnal  succession,  if  the  State  Legislature  shall  so 
j^ve  itthat  on  the  4  th  of  March,  corresponding  with  the 
wnial  commencement  of  the  representative  term  in  thu 
House,  any  State  shall  be  unrepresented,  a  vacancy  baa 
^>P«Ded,  on  which  arises  the  power  and  the  obligation 
of  the  Governor  to  cause  it  to  be  filled.  He  said  he  was 
>ware  that  this  might  be  considered  a  novel  doctrine ;  but 

II  was  the  legitimate  consequence  of  his  original  propoai- 
^  the  perpetuity  of  the  representative  oflice,  and  its 
^'^ccmuy  result  of  a  perpetual  succession ;  and  he  had  al- 
"^y  ibown  that  the  people  were  deeply  interested  in  the 
Mtablithment  of  the  doctrine.  If,  then,  his  promises  and 
cooclasion  were  legitimate,  there  was  a  vacancy  in  the 
j^fcaentation  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  requiring  of  the 
Governor  to  issue  his  writ  of  election  for  filling  it ;  that 
iQeh  writ  had  been  issued  ;  the  people  had  assembled  at 
the  placea^  and  held  the  election  in  the  inanner  required, 
vid,  B8  a  consequence,  the  honorable  gentlemen  claiming 
'BBti  in  this  House  as  Representatives  Uom  that  State,  are 
tt  clearly  entitled  to  them  as  any  members  belonging  to  it. 
In  regard  to  the  second  point  in  the  case,  the  limitation 
*^pCed  to  be  imposed  by  the  Governor  upon  the  term 
^  which  members  wer«  to  be  elected,  it  seemed  to  him  to 


be  waste  of  words  to  discuss  it  There  was  a  vacancy, 
and  a  vacancy  running  to  the  close  of  the  Congressional 
term.  The  Governor  was  not  only  authorized,  but  re- 
quired, to  lasue  his  writ  of  election  to  fill  it.  He  did  issue 
that  writ,  and  because  of  the  attempt  to  limit  the  term  to 
the  present  session,  will  any  one  seriously  urge  that  the 
whole  proceeding  is  vitiated  by  it  ? 

For  whose  benefit  was  that  election  ordered  to  take 
place  1  For  the  people  of  Mississippi.  By  whom  was  it 
conducted?  By  the  people  who  were  interested  in  it. 
And,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  the  whole  canvass  was  con- 
ducted with  a  perfect  understanding,  that  the  election 
would  cover  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  the  twenty- fifth 
Congress,  .^nd,  more,  the  canvass  was  animated,  the 
election  was  full,  and  decided  by  a  large  majority.  Who 
then  will  have  the  hardihood  to  say,  because  the  Governor, 
in  performing  his  eonstitutional  duty  of  ordering  an  elec- 
tion to  fill  a  vacancy,  attempted  to  limit  and  control  the 
duration  of  that  vacancy,  that  the  full  and  firee  expression 
of  the  public  will  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  shall  pass 
unregarded  in  this  House  1  For  his  own  part,  in  every 
question  involving  the  rights  of  the  people,  he  shouM 
always  be  found  in  support  of  those  rights  to  the  best  of 
his  ability. 

Mr.  8LADE  contended  that  neither  the  resolution  nor  the 
amendment  took  the  true  ground.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  memben  elected  were  entitled  to  hold  their  seats  during 
the  entire  continuance  of  the  25th  Congress,  and  he  did 
believe  they  were  entitled  to  seats  at  the  extra  session ;  and 
if  any  gentleman  would  bring  forward  a  proposition  to  this 
effect,  he  would  vote  for  it.  He  was  not  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  but  if  he  was  compelled  to  decide  between  it 
and  the  original  resolution,  he  would  be  compelled  to  vote 
for  it  From  the  most  careful  examination  which  he  could 
give  the  subject,  be  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  such 
a  vacancy  had  happened  as  was  contemplated  by  the  con* 
stitution.  He  contended  that  the  Governor  had  the  power 
to  fill  up  this  vacancy,  by  issuing  his  writ  of  election  to 
fill  the  vacancy  until  the  time  of  the  regular  election  under 
the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  went  into  a  lengthy  ar- 
gument an  support  of  this  view  of  the  case* 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  thought  it  perfectly  manifest  that 
the  people  of  Mississippi  intended  to  have  Representativea 
in  Congress  at  the  present  extra  session,  and  he  was  glad 
that  by  the  rules  of  the  House  the  gentlemen  were  permit- 
ted to  take  seals  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  be- 
cauae  he  was  always  willing  to  take  into  account  the  will 
of  the  constituency.     It  was  assumed,  however,  that  the 
people  believed,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  that  they  were 
electing  Representatives  for  the  twenty-fifth  Congress ;  but 
this  he  took  to  be  an  improper  assumption ;  because  the 
people  were  only  authorized  by  the  Governor  to  vote  for 
members  to  the  extra  session  of  Congress,  and  therefore  it 
was  but  fair  to  presume  that  the  people  were  not  generally 
of  opinion  that  they  were  electing  members  for  (he  whole 
of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress.     They  were  led  to  believe, 
by  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  that  the  term  of  those 
they  w«re  voting  for  would  expire  ai  the  time  when  the 
existing  law  of  the  State  provides  that  the  election  for 
membere  of  Congress  should  take  place.     He  contended 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Governor  to  authorize 
an  election  for  the  whole  of  the  25th  Congress ;  because, 
if  the  Governor  was  clothed  with  this  power,  ho  could  set 
aside  the  laws  of  the  State  entirely.     He  contended  that 
the  real  difiiculty  in  relation  to  the  Mississippi  election  waa 
defective  legislation ;  because  the  Legislature  had  not  pro- 
vided for  the  exigency  which  might  arise  in  case  of  a  call 
of  an  extra  session  of  Congresa  immediately  after  the  fourth 
of  March.     It  appeared  to  him  that  the  proper  course  would 
have  been  (qt  Uie  Governor  to  call  the  Legislature  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  filling  up  the  vacancy  which  bad  occur- 
red, and  died  the  late  election  in  Rhode  bland  as  an  illuc- 
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tration  ^f  his  iOm.  There  the  LegiilaUire  provided  for  the 
case  of  an  earlier  election  of  Repreientatives  to  Congresa, 
and  no  one  dreamed  that  thia  difficulty  wonld  be  remedied 
by  the  Governor  iasuing  his  writ  of  electioB  to  supply  thf 
vacancy. 

Mr.  HOWARD  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
I  am  not  dbposed,  sir,  (said  Mr.  H.,^  to  repeat  argu- 
ments which  have  been  already  urged  with  great  effect  by 
those  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  debate.  The  points 
involved  in  the  case  have  been  fully  stated,  and,  indeed* 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Pkithtbackbii,]  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Blections, 
left  bat  little  original  matter  to  be  urged  by  those  who  might 
be  inclined  to  follow  him  upon  the  same  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  fairness  with  which  he  stated  the  case,  and  the 
logical  comments  which  he  made  as  he  passed  its  different 
branches  under  review,  almost  eihausted  the  argument, 
and  only  a  little  gleaning  can  be  found,  here  and  there, 
lying  upon  the  field  which  he  traversed.  He  has  reversed 
the  example  of  the  benevolent  Jew  in  scripture,  and  in- 
stead of  purposely  leaving  an  occasional  handful  to  be 
picked  up  by  the  humble  and  industrious  gleaner,  as  a  re- 
ward for  patient  toil,  he  has  scarcely  left  enough  to  make, 
when  collected,  a  single  sheaf.  Unwilling  to  seiie  upon 
the  produce  of  another  man's  labor,  by  appropriating  to 
my  own  use  an  entire  shock,  as  is  too  oftien  done  in  this 
House,  I  should  have  remained  a  silent  spectator  of  the  scene, 
if  it  were  not  that  I  have  been  induced  to^  explore  for  my- 
self a  corner  which  has  hitherto  escaped  obwrvation,  the 
result  of  which  inquiry  I  will  bring  particularly  to  your 
notice,  after  some  general  observations  upon  the  subject. 

The  facts  in  the  case  are  few  and  admitted.  The  Le- 
gislature of  Mississippi  omitted  to  provide  by  law  for  hold- 
ing an  election  for  members  of  Congress,  in  case  a  special 
session  of  that  body  m^^ht  be  convened  by  the  President 
before  November,  and  the  Governor  ordered  an  election  to 
be  held,  directing  that  the  persons  chosen  should  retain 
their  seats  until  the  recurrence  of  the  regular  eleotion,  in 
November,  and  two  members  are  now  in  their  seats  in  this 
body  under  that  proceeding.  Are  they  members  of  the  en- 
tire twenty  -fifth  Congress,  or  for  a  part  of  it,  or  ia  the 
whole  election  void  t  These  are  the  questions  whieh.  we 
must  consider,  and  reply  to  one  or  other  of  them  in  the 
affirmative.  There  is  no  other  choice.  We  must  select 
out  of  the  three  positions  any  one  that  we  prefer,  upon 
which  our  judgment  can  rest  with  the  greatest  degree  of 
satisfeetion.  But,  although  we  are  presented  with  three 
opinions,  (not  concurring  in  the  propriety  of  the  phrase, 
three  alternatives,  I  will  not  use  i^)  yet  it  is  remarkable 
that,  when  we  come  to  vote,  we  must  discard  one,  und 
choose  between  the  remaining  two.  A  majority  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  have  reported  a  resolution  declar- 
ing that  the  election  is  valid,  and  that  the  members  chosen 
under  it  must  hold  their  seats  for  the  entire  term  of  the 
twenty-fifth  Congress ;  and  a  minority  have  reported  a  res- 
olution declaring  the  election  to  have  bees  totally  void. 
No  one  has  prc^posed  to  amend  either  one,  so  as  to  obtain 
a  vote  upon  the  proposition  that  the  sitting  members  are 
entitled  to  their  seats  until  November,  and  no  longer ;  and 
until  some  one  shall  offer  such  an  amendment,  there  is  no 
basis  upon  which  those  who  hold  such  an  opinion  can  ex- 
press il  by  their  vote,  and  the  House,  therefore,  must  select, 
according  to  iti  best  judgment,  one  of  the  only  two  prop- 
ositions before  \L  The  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
Slabs,]  who  has  just  addressed  the  Chair,  showed  a  de- 
sire to  rest  his  vote  upon  this  theory,  but  abstained  from 
drawing  it  forth  from  the 'shadowy  obscoriH'  in  which  it 
now  lies,  by  presenting  it  in  the  form  of  a  distinct  propo- 
sition. It  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  his  reluctance  to 
adopt  the  report  of  the  minority.  The  high  authority  of 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  jcirisls  that  our  country  has 
ever  produced,  and  who  was  known  to  be  s  fevorite  poii- 


lician  with  that  gentleman,  is  directly  in  his  pslh;  alt 
am  not  at  alt  surprised  that  his  respirat  for  the  cbinell 
and  attainments  of  the  late  WilKam  Wirt  was  too  M 
to  permit  him  to  run  counter  to  the  recorded  opiimn  of  tti 
distinguished  man.  I  shall  have  occasion  herai^  to  nk 
particulatty  to  that  opinion,  and  onl^  allude  tuitiisvl 
show  its  power  in  driving  from  a  concurrence  with  1iw» 
port  of  the  minority  all  those  who  attach  any  vilaetott 
construction  of  the  constitution,  even  although  th^tdl 
reftige  in  a  theory  so  unsubstantial  that  no  one  wi  4 
upon  the  House  for  a  vote  upon  it.  It  is  not  worih  tMi 
to  consume  time  by  attacking  a  hypothesis  in  whidiiitMl 
friends  do  not  appear  to  have  the  slightest  confidenee;  U 
I  must  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  the  doctrios  «MI 
would  break  up  the  constitutional  term  of  mvici  tfll 
members  of  this  House  into  any  number  of  long  or  ^ 
periodn,  according  to  the  humor  or  policy  of  sterj 
eeems  to  be  as  new  as  it  is  visionary.  For  wise  poi 
which  it  is  easy  to  see,  the  framers  of  the  coBstiielMS 
rected  that  we  should  perform  the  duties  appirtimiDf 
our  stations  here  for  two  years,  and  we  have  tikeii  ay  ^ 
ourselves  the  high  reeponsibitity  of  execeting  ^^^'[jj^ 
portent  trusts  in  the  face  of  the  nation,  anxietnly  ww. 
ing  every  step  that  we  take.  The  obligatton  rett  op* 
every  State  in  the  Union  to  be  represented  here,  ^*^ 
not  fulfil  it  by  instalments,  by  portioning  oet  die  Mf  i 
which  it  owes  to  its  sister  States,  and  discbaiging  iW 
at  a  time.  The  whole  House  has  a  right— the  whokr^ 
tion  has  a  right— to  the  benefit  which  the  experion 
even  some  months  may  confer  upon  the  membn  oi 
body.  The  measures  which  may  be  proposed  tfid  di 
sed,  must  be  decided  upon  by  the  same  individstb 
have  assisted  in  proposing  and  discussing  them.  Wo( 
in  together  and  must  go  out  together.  We  rtmM 
this  respect,  the  changes  of  horses  in  a  stage  eoicli;  < 
the  idea  that  a  part  of  us  can  serve  but  for  a  portion  of 
legislative  journey,  then  to  be  superseded  by  ^'®^^| 
is  as  unfounded  as  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  stop  a  ^* 
every  mile  to  change  a  single  horse  in  the  tetm.  f^Mj 
I  have  already  remarked,  whilst  members  upon  diii 
are  using  this  theory  in  debate,  no  one  has  soflifint 
ance  upon  its  correctness  to  call  for  a  vote  of  the  Hott»' 
it.     I  will  therefore  dismiss  it  from  ftirther  conader" 

Whilst  listening  to  the  arguments  by  which  the 
of  the  two  propositions  before  us  sustained  their  rei 
opinions,  there  was  one  reflection  which  pressed  \tf^ 
me.     It  was  this.    Both  sides  agree,  as  they  oogi^J^"'  . 
in  attaching  primary  importance  to  the  wishes  of  tbep« 
pie  of  Mississippi,  and  profess  themselves  deSm»^^ 
that  will  into  effect,  if  they  can  only  find  outvhsl  tf 
One  expression  of  their  wish  is  sdmitted  on  sll  bsnd*' 
agree  that  the  people  of  that  State  intended  ^^f^ 
ed  here  at  this  extra  session,  snd  made  eveiy  *"'*'^  JV 
power  to  be  so.     Those  who  advocate  the  '^P^'^^wl 
nority,  and  are  willing  to  declare  the  election  totslir ' 
of  course  intend  to  shut  the  doors  of  this  hall  upon  u« 
Ung  members  from  the  moment  that  die  resoluUon  r 
If  we  adopt  it  to-day,  they  cannot  come  among  »•  ^ 
row,  and  Mississippi  would  have  no  ReprtsentsUt*" 
So  for,  then,  as  the  people  of  that  Slate  have  expi« 
clear  desire,  about  which  there  is  not,  and  <^"^^ 
controversy,  to  have  a  share  in  the  importsnt  deer" 
this  extra  session,  just  so  far  must  we  allow  that  ex    ^ 
to  have  eontroUing  influence  in  flie  vote  ^^^"^ 
give,  provided  that  vote  be  regulated  solely  by  a  rep^ 
their  wishes.     What  then  is  the  atUtude  of  ^^^ 
of  the  House  1     Let  us  see  how  they  stand  as  to  "W^ 
servance  of  the  will  of  the  people  of  MissiaMiy^"  ^ 
gentlemen  present  themselves  here  on  the  first  day 
session,  having  filed  their  credenUals  with  the  eiw 
offer  to  be  sworn  in,  as  usual.     No  opposing  ^"^ 
pears.     No  petition  is  presented  from.s  A^f^ 
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conlestiiig  tMr  Mat*.     The  day  upon  which 

kiogrw  was  to  meel  waa  notorioua,  known  probably  to 

piy  volar  in  the  6Cate ;  and  yet  no  Toioe  k  haard  from 

Itf  qmrtflr,  caiting  a  aaapicion  upon  the  intagrity  of  the 

hdioD.    A  nember  of  this  Hoa«e,  actnated  apparently 

|r  a  gietlcr  teal  for  the  preaervalkMi  of  the  elective  fran- 

me  and  Um  of  Misataeippi  than  was  feh  by  any  citisen 

\  thai  Qtato)  nses  an  interposes  an  objection  to  those  two 

IwtlaatD  tikiDg  their  aeats;  and  that,  teo,  before  the  fteta 

I  the  eisB  were  known,  or  could  be  aseertained  by  any 

■paital  Ifihana],  owing  to  the  imperfect  organiaation  of 

)$  Btnm,    The  people  of  Misaiasippi  were  supposed  to 

faidifibrant  to  their  own  rights,  or  so  incapable  of  u- 

%  them,  that  it  became  necessary  to  assume  a  guard - 

ip  over  them  to  protect  their  injured  innocence.    The 

howerer,  rejected  this  monstrous  interference,  and 

jpHlyraarrTed  the  consideration  of  all  questions  that  might 

hr  oat  of  the  eleetion,  until  the  fects  could  be  settled  by 

liMamtttee.    The  business  of  the  session  wont  on.     Still 

^iooipetitors  for  the  seats  appeared.     No  petition  was 

klRDtai  eonleating  the  election.    The  people  whom  these 

jto  potleaisn  claimed  to  represent,  seemed  to  be  satisfied, 

jflhr  as  silence  can  be  construed  into  acquiescence ;  and, 

days  of  freedom  of  speech,  men  are  not  apt  to  re- 

aient  where  they  think  there  is  cause  of  complaint 

isqesFt  of  these  members  themselves,  the  Commit- 

e(  Bleetions  vrere  directed  to  look  into  the  matter,  and 

^  this  BiOBient  of  discussing  the  two  reports  which  they 

given  oi^  not  even  a  half-stifled  hum  has  been  heard 

kamp^  expresaive  of  discontent  with  the  election : 

fetfbis  spetaneous  guardianship  continues  to  be  ex- 

kt  ^  protection  of  the  rights  of  those  people,  and 

urged,  out  of  great  tenderness  towards  them,  to  de- 

■  ejection  void  which  they  have  made,  lest,  forsooth, 

y  violate  their  will  by  confirming  it.     Do  the  gen- 

who  thus  argue  feel  with  Bassanio,  when  he  is  ad« 

g  Portia,  that  they  are  inclined 

"  To  do  a  ereat  right,  do  a  little  wron^, 
And  curb  inis  crael  dievil  of  his  will  1" 

\iktj  dissatisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  election 

ilted,  and  would  gladly  aeiae  upon  any  reason  for 

it  over  again  1     I  will  not  soppoae  it ;  but  it  ia  a 

cojacidanee  that  every  member  of  this  House  who 

it  opon  this  subjeet,  who  is  of  diflferent  poll- 

ibe  two  members  returned  from  Misalseippi,  is  in 

of  setdog  asida  their  elaotion.     I  can  readily  under- 

how  tbeie  riiould  be  a  difference  of  opinion  upon  the 

italinsi  point  involved  in  the  caae,  upon  which  I 

la  toadi  prcaently,  but  I  cannot  ^onaent  that  they 

'  pfaee  the  vindication  of  their  course  upon  a  desire 

ei^  the  popular  will.     Suppose,  sir,  that  we  adopt 

lotioD  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  and  declare 

void ;  and  suppose  that  the  people  of  Missia- 

leouM  interrogate  us  why  wo  had  done  so.     If  we 

that  we  had  paid  reapeot  to  their  will,  they  would 

that  th«r  will  was  to  be  repreaented  at  thb  important 

and  that  we  knew  it ;  for  we  do  know  it,  and 

it.     If  they  pressed  the  inquiry  still  further,  and 

ivhy  we  had  deatroyed  the  poKtioal  existence  of  those 

they  had  shown  themselves  wedded,  would  it  do 

IS  Richaid  does  to  Lady  Anne,  when  abe  upbraids 

destroying  her  spouse,  that  ho  **  did  it  to  help 

a  better  husband  1"    Are  gentlemen  such  devoted 

and  lovera  of  the  people  of  Mississippi,  that  they 

put  out  of  the  way  the  object  of  their  choice,  In 

Fto  give  them  a  chance  of  making  a  better  selection  ? 

that  they  would  not  be  as  placable  as  was  the  lady. 

Would  be  apt  to  reject  the  doubtful  friendship  of  their 

linted  guardians,  who,  from  a  nervous  apprehen- 

those  people  may  be  injured  in  their  rights,  at 

^wiohise  them  ;  and,  from  a  motind  sensitiveness 

free  siriSrage  may  be  endangered,  turn  the  ac- 


knowledged  members  of  their  choice  out  of  this  hall  for  the 
remainder  of  this  extra  aeasion.  Whether  we  may  remain 
here  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  of  time,  makea  no  dif- 
ference in  the  argument.  It  is  certain  that  we  shall  have 
to  decide  some  important  questions  which  will  be  closely 
contested,  and  the  absence  of  two  members  may  decide  the 
fate  of  measures  to  which  the  whole  country  is  looking 
with  deep  anxiety ;  and,  beaidea,  the  question  of  time  can 
have  no  bearing  upon  the  point  which  I  am  now  consider- 
ing. I  am  endeavoring  to  ahow  that,  inasmuch  as  it  is  ad- 
mitted, upon  all  hands,  that  the  people  of  Mbsissippi  have 
clearly  shown  tiieir  wish  to  be  represented  here  during  this 
extra  session,  and  those  who  sustain  the  report  of  the 
minority,  which  sets  the  election  aside,  are,  of  course,  for 
ejecting  the  sitting  members  forthwith,  it  will  not  do  fer 
them  to  rest  the  justification  of  their  proceeding  upon  the 
ground  that  they  Are  anxious  to  carry  into  eflfect  the  will 
of  that  State.  They  are  committing  the  very  act  which 
they  profess  to  be  anxious  to  avoid.  Whilst  they  are  urg- 
ing upon  us  their  extreme  care  to  follow  the  popular  will, 
they  are  forcibly  divorcing  the  people  (as  the  use  of  this 
word  finds  its  way  into  every  subject  at  this  session)  from 
the  object  of  their  choice ;  and,  as  gentle  dissuasives  will 
not  succeed,  they  apply  the  figurative  wedge  and  sledge-  ' 
hammer  violently  to  separate  those  who  are  living  volun* 
tarily  in  close  alliance.  Sir,  let  the  supporters  of  the 
minority  report  rest  their  arguments  upon  a  refined  and 
technical  construction  of  the  constitution,  but  let  them  not 
assume  the  untenable  position  that  they  are  acting  in  con- 
formity with  the  will  of  the  people  of  Mississippi. 

But  it  is  said  that  although  it  is  admitted  that  an  elec- 
tion was  held  for  the  present  extra  session,  yet  there  b  no 
evidence  that  there  was  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
people  that  the  term  of  service  of  the  sitting  members  should 
continue  any  longer  than  that  time.  I  grant  that  it  is  not 
easy  to  ascertain  how  this  is ;  but  still  there  is  enough  from 
which  to  draw  a  satiefactory  conclusion.  One  of  the  sitting 
membere  has  publicly  declared,  in  hia  place,  upon  his  re- 
sponsibility as  a  member  of  the  House,  that,  during  the 
canvass,  no  other  opinion  was  expressed  from  any  quarter 
than  that  the  election  was  fur  members  of  the  25th  Con- 
gress ;  that  the  candidates  and  voters  universally  so  con- 
sidered it.  We  know,  also,  that  the  presses  upon  both 
sides  spoke  of  it  in  the  same  way ;  and  we  have  a  still 
stronger  evidence  ef  what  the  public  opinion  was,  and  is, 
in  the  (act  that  at  this  moment  there  is  only  a  single  can- 
didate in  the  field  for  the  November  election ;  and  his  is 
rather  a  continuance  of  the  former  canvass  than  the  insti- 
tution of  a  fresh  one.  If  the  general  belief  was  that  the 
sitting  members  would  hold  their  seats  only  until  Novem- 
ber, it  is  impossible  that  such  a  degree  of  languor  should 
now  prevail.  On  the  contrary,  the  parties  who  fought  so 
fiercely  in  August  would  have  already  buckled  on  their 
armor  for  another  battle  in  November,  more  particularly 
when  the  victors  were  enjoying,  not  their  spoils,  but  their 
well  earned  honors,  at  this  distance  from  the  theatre  of 
action,  and  when  their  absence  must  necessarily  paralyze, 
in  some  degree,  the  efforts  of  their  political  friends.  I  rely 
upon  these  evidences,  slight  as  they  may  be  regarded,  with 
the  more  <!Onfidence,  as  no  evidence  at  all  is  offered  to 
maintain  the  opposite  position,  except  the  mere  proclama- 
tion of  the  Governor,  the  effect  of  which  upon  the  forma- 
tion  of  public  opinion  is  nothing  but  conjecture.  In  all 
cases  of  contested  election,  this  House  has  very  properly 
endeavored  to  ascertain  what  the  intentions  of  the  people 
were,  and  has  disregarded  technical  objections  as  to  mere 
forms.  If  the  two  questions  of  **  what  did  the  people  mean 
to  do,"  and  **  what  have  they  done,"  can  be  Ratisfactorily 
answered,  the  decisions  of  the  House  have  invariably  cor- 
responded with  those  intentions  and  acts.  In  this  cace, 
therefore,  we  may  sum  op  the  points  thus :  if  we  adopt 
the  report  of  the  majority,  we  place  the  sitting  members  in 
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their  aeaU  for  the  extra  aeatioD,  which  the  people  of  Mis- 
BiBuppi  clearly  inlendedi  and  confirm  them-  in  their  aeats 
for  the  leeidue  of  the  CongreM,  about  which  some  doubt 
ms^  exiet  ae  to  the  intentions  of  the  people,  and,  of  coarse, 
it  becomes  a  question  of  evidence.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
we  adopt  the  report  of  the  minority,  we  eject  these 'mem- 
bers from  their  seats  forthwith,  which  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi clearly  and  admittedly  did  not  intend,  and  put  those 
people  to  the  trouble  of  another  election,  respeeting  their 
desire  for  which  great  doubt  must  also  exist,  as  it  too  is  a 
question  of  evidence.  In  the  former  course  we  are  per- 
fectly certain  of  conforming  to  their  will  as  to  a  part  of  our 
deci»on,  and  in  the  latter  we  are  equally  certain  that  we 
violate  it.  If,  therefore,  we  are  guided  solely  by  a  regard 
for  their  will,  can  we  hesitate  which  to  adopt  1 

But  I  concede  that  there  is  something  more  in  this  case 
than  the  single  point  which  I  have  been  considering.  My 
object  hitherto  has  been  to  show  that  the  ground  assumed 
by  the  friends  of  the  minority  resolution  will  not  bear  them 
out  as  far  as  that  point  is  concerned.  Let  us  see  whether 
any  other  position  is  stronger. 

The  LfOgislature  of  Mississippi,  by  some  unaccountable 
oversight,  omitted  to  vest  the  Governor  with  the  power 
which  all  other  Governors  possess  under  the  laws  of  their 
respective  States,  of  ordering  an  election  for  members  of 
Congress,  where  a  special  session  may  be  called  for  a  day 
anterior  to  that  designated  in  the  law  of  tlie  State,  as  the 
one  on  which  the  regular  election  is  to  be  biennially  held. 
The  Governor  thought  that  he  found  an  authority  for  so 
doing  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  thought 
also  that  his  power  under  that  inatrnment  only  extended  to 
filling  up  the  vacancy  until  the  recurrence  of  the  election 
at  the  usual  time,  and  issued  his  proclamation  and  writ 
accordingly.  As  all  the  arguments  of  the  friends  of  the 
minority  resolution  deny  the  existence  of  any  power  in  the 
Governor,  whether  he  had  issued  his  writs  for  the  entire 
25th  Congress  or  only  a  portion  of  it,  I  shall  not  consume 
time  in  examining  the  precise  efifect  of  the  writ  which  he 
actually  did  issue ;  because,  by  contesting  his  authority  to 
order  an  election  at  all,  the  opposite  side  appear  to  attach 
no  importance  to  the  mode  in  which  he  exercised  bis 
power,  and  therefore  seem  to  acquiesce  in  the  conclusion 
to  which  the  majority  of  the  committee  come  in  their  re- 
port, of  rejecting  a  part  of  his  writ  as  surplusage.  The 
question  is,  then,  whether  the  Governor  had  any  authority 
to  order  an  election. 

In  the  second  8ec\^on  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  is  found  the  clause  which  is  the 
fruitful  theme  of  this  prolonged  debate : 

**  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from 
any  State,  the  Executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs 
of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies.'' 

It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  this  clause  is  not  a  dead 
letter,  but  that  it  confers  some  power  of  some  kind  upon 
the  Governors  of  States ;  but  it  is  argued  that  the  power  ex- 
tends only  to  issuing  writs  of  election  to  fill  vacancies  which 
<(  happen,"  and  much  subtle  refinement  is  resorted  to  in 
order  to  draw  the  line  of  distinction  lietween  those  which  do 
and  those  which  do  not  *<  happen."  And  it  is  further  said 
that  the  term  **  vacancy"  is  not  applicable  to  the  condition 
of  the  representation  from  a  State  when  the  period  of  service 
of  former  members  has  expired,  and  before  the  election  of 
their  successors.  With  regard  to  the  first  position,  I  will 
not  repeat  the  conclusive  lexicography  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  I'xmiTBACKEn,]  but  content  myself 
with  saying  that  it  certainly  has  not  been,  or  I  believe  at- 
tempted to  be,  answered.  If  the  meaning  of  words  is  to 
be  judged  of  by  authority,  the  books  which  he  has .  pro- 
duced conclusively  show  that  the  word  "  happen"  expres- 
ses a  genus  of  which  *<  chance"  is  only  a  species.  No 
matter  what  may  be  the  cause  of  the  vacancy,  whether  it 
has  occurred  by  <<  chance"  or  **  design,"  or  the  expiration 
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of  a  term  of  service,  the  generic  word  equally  iadsMl 

and  those  who  framed  the  constitution  ooold  doI,  tyf 

most  assiduous  study,  have  discovered  a  word  more  i 

prehcnsive  in  its  signification  than  the  precise  ons 

they  adopted.    I  leave  this  branch  of  the  argmpcoti 

that  honorable  gentleman  placed  it,  deeming  it  imf 

either  to  make  it  more  clear  or  refute  iL  I 

But,  it  is  said,  also,  that  there  was  no  "vacaney"  ial 

representation  from  Mississippi ;  that  a  vacancy  csd  li 

place  only  when  a  member  elect  dies,  or  resigns,  «r 

moves,  and  that  it  cannot  be  created  by  the  expiiatioa^ 

term  of  service.     For  this  lunitation  of  the  meaning  i 

word,  no  grammatical  authority  is  adduced ;  but  it 

upon  the  arbitrary  assertion  of  those  who  so  construe  j 

should  rather  define  **  vacancy"  to  mean  the  aba 

something  which  ought  to  be  there.     The  limited 

ing  which  is  given  to  it  is  contrary  to  oommou  seofs; 

indeed,  no  grammatical  definition  of  it  has  beso 

ed  to  be  given.     All  that  is  said  is,  that  the  ca 

included  within  it.     Let  us  suppose  that  the 

of  the  minority  ahould  be  passed  to-day,  and  thst,  oilj 

morrow,  when  no  person  was  in  the  occupancy  of  i| 

chairs  which  are  now  so  worthily  filled  by  the  two  i 

men  from  Mississippi,  an  inquirer  should  ask  of  the  i 

man  from  Ohio,  for  example,  where  was  the 

from  Mississippi ;  he  would  be  bound  to  replyi  u 

said  in  his  argument,  there  is  no  "  vacancy    in  the 

sentation  from  that  State.     But  th^  incredukras  iat 

tor  would  proceed ;  there  is  nobody  in   those 

they  are  appropriated  to  the  use  of  that  delegatioo. 

my  learned  friend  would  be  obliged  to  insist  upon  J 

there  was  no  vacancy  in  that  representation.    It  ill 

would  say,  that  Mississippi  has  no  memberauponl 

in  those  chairs,  or  any  where  else ;  Init  I  tell  yovJ 

no  vacancy,  because  she  elected  mombera  to  the 

gressy  and  haa  not  elected  any  to  this ;  therefoie, 

no  vacancy.     Do  you  not  perceive,  sir,  that  this  ill 

evitable  result  of  the  argument  upon  the  opposili 

Because,  if  there  was  no  vacancy  when  the  Goi 

sued  his  proclamation,  there  is  none  now ;  and 

how  impossible  it  is  to  convince  the  eyes  of  the  tri 

argument  addressed  to  the  ears.     I  say,  therefore, 

cunstmction  of  the  constitotioQ  is  contraiy  to 

sense,  however  strongly  it  may  be  supported  by 

ties,  and  I  am  no  advocate  for  adopting  refined  aadi 

tic  subtleties,  as  the  proper  means  of  interpretingMJ 

oient  which  was  intended  to  be  understood  by  pluii 

in  regulating  the  business  of  life. 

I  wish,  however,  to  Yefer  you  to  the  journal  of  iht 
vention  which  framed  the  constitution,  in  older  toj 
that  the  meaning  which  we  now  give  to  the  cUose 
I  have  quoted,  is  the  one  which  they  attached  to  iv 
it  received  the  assent  of  that  distinguished  bod^. 
fore  I  do  this,  let  me  refer  very  briefly  to  the  opii 
two  gentlemen  of  acknowledged  talents  who  have,  •!( 
ent  perioda,  filled  the  ofiioe  of  Attorney  General,  nj 
is  an  entire  harmony  between  the  conduaions  wbi ' 
have  drawn  from  a  cautious  inspection  of  the 
as  it  is  written,  and  the  design,  of  those  who  midi| 
manifested  by  the  history  of  their  proceedings.    I 
to  touch  very  summarily  upon  these  opinions, 
gtatlemen  have  examined  them  more  fully,  and  I 
avoid  the  repetition  of  what  has  been  already,  andi 
better,  said.     In  October,  1823,  and  July,  3  83S, 
curred  in  the  administration  of  the  Executive  ai 
which  drew  from  those  who  occupied,  at  those  til 
situation  of  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Sutei,^ 
ale  opinions  upon  the  construction  of  that  part  of 
stttotion  whicli  empowera  the  President  *'to-filiapJ 
cancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  ~ 
It  will  at  once  be  perceived  that  there  is  a  stroag 
although  not  a  perfect  identity,  between  the 
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word  "happen,"  in  this  daase  of  the  constitution, 
tlie  dM  which  wo  are  consideriDg;  becanse,  nnder 
the  irgament  is,  that  a  case  where  there  is  no  incum- 
iia  oflks,  owing  to  the  eipiration  of  a  term,  is  not  in- 
within  either  clause.     But  Mr.  Wirt  says,  "The 
itid  pnrpoae  of  the  constitution  was  to  keep  these 
fStAf  and  powers  adequate  to  this  purpose  were  in- 
to b(  conveyed.     Bnt  if  the  President  (and  the  re- 
vlk  iiiqittUj  applicable  to  the  Governor  of  a  State)  shall 
:  haf»  die  power  to  fill  a  Taeancj  thas  circumstanced, 
iiemrs  an  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  and  the  snb- 
iof  tlie  constitution  will  be  sacrificed  to  a  dubious 

ID  of  its  letter." 
eonee  to  the  conclusion,  that  if  the  Tacaney  is  found 
the  constitutional  power  of  providing  for  its  being 
it  immediately  applicable,  and  adds  : 
*Tbifieem8  to  me  the  only  construction  of  the  consti- 
^vlach  is  compatible  with  its  spirit,  reason,  and  pur- 
whiifl^  It  the  same  time,  it  offers  no  yiolence  to  its 
i;  and  these,  I  think,  are  the  governing  points  to 
isH  nimd  construction  looks.'* 
r.  TiDey,  in  1833,  concurred  in  opimon  with  his  pre- 
r,  witfioot  knowing,  however,  that  Mr.  Wirt  had 
it,  because  it  was  not  until  he  had  prepared  his 
,  that  an  examination  into  the  files  of  the  office  resulted 
diKoveiy  that  Mr.  Wirt  had  been  called  upon  by 
n  PieaideDt  for  an  opinion  in  a  similar  case. 
TflMy  says : 

asids  used  tn  the  constitution  do  not,  I  think, 

ibff  construction,  require  a  distinction  to  be  taken. 

I  intended  to  provide  for  those  vacancies  which  might 

•ecident,  and  the  contingencies  to  which  human 

always  be  liable.    And  if  it  falls  out  that,  from 

f  iMidveitBiice,  or  mistake,  an  office  required  by  law 

ibd,  is,  in  the  receas,  found  to  be  (vacant,  then  a 

bw  happened  in  the  reeess,  and  the  President  msy 

This  appears  to  be  the  common  sense  and  natural 

:  itf  tbs  words  used.     They  mean  the  same  thing  as 

^eoiMitQtion  had  said  *  if  there  happen  to  be  any  va- 

(dofiag  the  recess.'  *' 

now  to  show  that  the  framers  of  the  constitu- 
te attach  this  meaning  to  the  kindred  clause 
klilo  govern  onr  decision  in  the  case  before  us,  and 
is  to  be  drawn  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
whieh  I  examined  for  the  satisfaction  of  my 
jaifinent    If  it  had  not  been  for  the  purpose  of 
'^^  ^point  before  the  House,  T  shonld  not  have  in- 
Itftedebate,  as  I  stated  in  the  outset  of  my  remarks ; 
onee  taken  the  field,  I  must  go  through  the 
•kirmi#hing  with  all  those  adversaries  whom  I 
'happen  to  encounter." 

^convention  which  framed  the  constitution  pursued 
'ring  judicious  mode  of  prooeeding.     They  first 
general  principles  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
l^neinted  five  of  their  body  to  revise  the-style  of  the 
^  agreed  upon,  but  without  alteration  of  the  meaning, 
tnange  them  under  proper  header     This  was  the 
of  their  duty.     The  committee  consisted  of  Mr. 
Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Madison,  and 
who  reported  the  revised  draught  on  the  Idth 
iber,  1767,  which  contained  the  clause  in  the  first 
Word  for  word,  as  we  now  find  it  in  the  constitu- 

vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any 
the  EKecutive  aathority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of 
Mo  fill  such  vacancies." 

^•g^unent  of  the  friends  of  the  minority  report  of  the 

of  Elections  is,  that  this  is  a  conditional  grant 

or  impoaition  of  doty  upon  the  Executive  author- 

ft  8tkte,  taking  effect  only  when  vacanciea  *<hap- 

W  not  applying  te  a  case  where  a  vacancy  is  creat- 

'  wsezpiniiion  of  a  term  of  service,  as  it  cannot  then 
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be  said  to  «  happen,"  it  not  being  the  work  of  chance  or 
accident  I  'find,  on  looking  over  the  journal,  that  when 
the  convention  was  employed  in  setUtng  the  principle 
which  they  meant  to  establish,  on  the  6th  of  August,  they 
expressed  it  in  these  words : 

*' Vacancies  in  the  House  of  Hepreaentatives  shall  be 
supplied  by  writs  of  election  from  the  Executive  authority 
of  the  States  in  the  representation  from  which  they  shall 
happen. '*^JE7/!fio/'s  Debatet  on  Fedtral  Constitution,  vat. 
1,  page  266. 

Every  one  must  see  at  once  that  the  only  difference  be- 
tween these  two  sentences  is,  that  the  latter  excludes  the 
construction  which  the  friends  of  the  minority  report  wish 
to  apply  to  the  former,  and  that  this  vexed  article  is  made 
to  express  the  very  idea  which  Mr.  Wirt  and  Mr.  Taney 
contendeil  should  be  applied  to  another  clause  upon  the 
same  subject,  coinciding  precisely  with  the  interpretation 
which  those  who  think  with  me  allege  should  he  placed 
upon  it.  Without  resorting  to  a  strict  grammatical  analysis, 
every  unpredjudiced  mind  would  agree  at  once,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  that  the  original  draught  meant  to  provide  for  the 
filling  up  of  all  vacancies,  no  matter  from  what  cause,  or 
when  they  might  occur ;  and  this  inference  is  impregnably 
fortified  by  a  closer  examination.  The  word  "when,"  which 
is  considered  as  drawing  after  it  a  limitation  of  power,  by 
admitting  only  a  certain  class  of  cases,  and  excluding  oth- 
ers, is  not  found  in  the  first  draught ;  and  the  word  **  hap- 
pen" is  detached  from  the  important  noun  *' vacancies^" 
whose  comprehensive  meaning  it  is  said  to  control,  and 
made  to  assume  an  humble  and  merely  an  explanatory  duty. 
I  repeat  that  the  idea  intended  to  be  advanced  by  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  is  found  in  the  original  draught;  for  I 
find  that  the  committee  of  five  were  appointed  "  to  revuM 
the  style  of,  and  arrange,  the  articles  agreed  to  by  the 
House ;"  and  I  cannot  find  that,  in  a  single  instance,  they 
departed  from  thia  secondary  duty.  No  fault  appears  to 
have  been  found  with  them  on  account  of  any  aberration  ^ 
from  the  principles  which  the  convention  had  previously 
adopted ;  and,  in  fact,  they  had  only  to  paint  and  furnish 
the  House  which  had  been  built,  without  interfering  with 
the  order  of  its  architecture.  I  hold  that,  as  statesmen,  we 
are  not  only  at  liberty,  but  bound,  to  follow  the  intentions 
of  those  who  prepared  the  constitution,  and  think  that  they 
are  sufficiently  manifest  from  the  authority  which  I  have 
adduced. 

Whilst  upon  the  subject  of  authority,  X  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  one  quoted  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Masoit,]  who  has  read  an  extract  from  Judge  Story's 
Commentaries  on  the  Constitution.  The  part  upon  which 
he  relied  was  the  following : 

«  By  'vacancies'  they  understood  to  be  meant  vacancies 
occurring  from  death,  resignation,  promotion,  or  removal. 
The  word  *  happen'  had  relation  to  some  casualty  not  pro- 
vided for  by  law." — Story* $  Commentariee,  vol.  3>  page 
411,  book  8,  section  1,653. 

T  have  too  much  respect  for  the  learned  judge  whose 
opinion  is  thus  brought  before  us,  to  pass  it  over  without 
notice.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  made  only  an  ex- 
tract from  an  entire  passage,  which,  when  considered  as  a 
whole,  will  be  found  not  to  bear  upon  the  question  before 
us.  He  violently  tore  off  a  limb  from  the  body ;  and  I  beg 
leave  to  replace  and  bandage  it  up,  binding  the  bleeding 
fracture  as  well  as  my  poor  surgery  will  permit,  in  order 
to  present  to  view  the  unmutilated  subject  in  a  perfect  form. 
The  entire  passage  is  this : 

"The  language  of  the  clause  is,  that  the  President  shall 
have  power  to  fill  up  <  vacancies'  that  may  happen  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate.  In  1813,  President  Madison  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned  ministers  to  negotiate  the  treaty 
of  peace  of  Ghent  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate ;  and  a 
question  was  tnade  whether  he  had  a  coustituiional  author- 
ity so  to  do,  there  being  no  '  vacancy'  of  any  existing  of- 
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fico,  but  this  being  the  creation  of  a  new  office.  The  Sen  - 
ate,  at  their  next  session,  are  said  to  have  entered  a  protest 
against  such  an  exercise  of  power  by  the  Executive.  On 
a  subsequent  occasion,  (April  20,  1832,)  the  Senate  seem 
distinctly  to  have  held  that  the  President  could  not  create 
the  oflice  of  minister,  and  make  appointments  to  such  an 
office  during  the  recess,  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 
By  '  vacancies,'  they  understood  to  be  meant  vacancies  oc- 
curring from  death,  resignation,  promotion,  or  removal. 
The  word  *  happen'  had  relation  to  some  casualty  not  pro- 
vided for  by  law.  If  the  Senate  are  in  session  when  offices 
are  created  by  law,  which  have  not  as  yet  been  filled,  and 
nominations  are  not  then  mide  to  them  by  the  President, 
he  cannot  appoint  to  such  offices  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate.  In  many  instances,  where  offices  are  created  by 
law,  special  power  is,  on  this  very  account,  given  to  the 
President  to  fill  thera  during  the  recess ;  and  it  was  then 
said  that  in  no  other  instances  had  the  President  filled  such 
vacant  offices  without  the  special  authority  of  law." 

It  will  be  observed  that  Judge  Story  referred  to  what  he 
supposed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  upon  the  point 
whether  the  President  could  appoint  to  an  office  then  crea- 
ted for  the  first  time — a  question  very  wide  of  that  now  be- 
fore us.  The  office  of  a  Representative  from  Mississippi 
was  not  to  be  created  when  the«Govemor  issued  his  proc- 
lamation for  an  election.  It  had  been  created  some  years  be- 
fore, when  that  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  had 
been  often  filled.  The  point  which  the  judge  was  discussing, 
therefore,  had  no  analogy  at  all  to  that  before  the  House. 

[Mr.  Masor^,  of  Ohio,  had  read,  in  the  course  of  his  ar- 
gument from  Judge  Story's  Commentaries  on  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  the  following  paragraph : 

<*The  language  of  the  clause  is,  that  the  President  shall 
have  power  to  fill  up  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate.  In  1813,  President  Madison  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned  ministers  to  negotiate  the  treaty 
of  peace  of  Ghent,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate ;  and  a 
, question  was  made,  whether  he  had  a  constitutional  au- 
thority so  to  do,  there  being  no  vacancy  of  any  existing  of- 
fice, but  this  being  the  creation  of  a  new  office.  The  Sen- 
ate, at  their  next  session,  are  said  to  have  entered  a  protest 
against  such  an  exercise  of  power  by  the  Executive." 

Mr.  AuAXS  now  rose,  and  said  that  he  had  not  intended 
to  take  any  part  in  this  debate,  but  that  the  reference  of 
both  the  gentlemen  to  a  question  in  which  he  had  been 
personally  concerned,  and  to  an  erroneous  statement  in  the 
commentaries  of  the  learned  and  highly  revpectaMe  judge, 
made  it  his  duty  to  apprize  them  and  the  House  there  was 
in  thb  statement  an  error,  not  of  the  judge,  but  of  his  infor- 
mant, whoever  he  may  have  been.  The  language  of  the 
book  is  **  the  Senate  are  said  to  have  entered  a  protest ;"  by 
whom  8aid,  the  book  does  not  state.  But,  by  whomsoever 
said,  it  was  a  mistake.  No  such  protest  was,  in  that  case, 
ever  entered  by  the  Senate. 

The  facts  of  the  case  were  these :  Immediately  after  the 
declaration  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  in  1812,  was  known  at  St.  Petersburg,  the  Em- 
peror Alexander  offered  his  mediation,  for  the  negotiation 
of  a  peace  between  them.  This  proposal  was  made  by  his 
minister,  Mr.  Daschkoff,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr. 
Monroe,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1818,  four  dayb  after  the 
close  of  the  session  of  Congress.  Perhaps  imagination 
could  not  invent  an  occurrence  better  suited  to  illustrate 
the  importance  of  that  provision  of  the  constitution  which 
gives  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  temporary 
appointment  to  executive  offices  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate.  Here  was  an  opportunity  providentially  present- 
ed for  putting  an  end  to  a  formidable  and  calamitous  war. 
The  mediation  of  the  Emperor  was  immediately  accepted. 
The  appointment  of  a  minister  or  ministers  for  conducting 
the  negotiation  was  indispensable.  If  the  President  had 
no  power  to  make  that  appointment  during  the  recess  of 


the  Senate,  two  months  at  least  nnist  have  been  lMtbi> 
fore  that  body  could  be  convened,  for  the  single  porpoiuj 
giving  their  advice  and  consent  to  the  appcintmeoL  If 
nation,  then,  would  have  been  two  months  aufStaagi 
the  horrors  and  desobtions  of  a  cruel  war  for  wiottff 
organized  power  to  make  peace.  For  in  this,  as  in 
question  of  constructive  powers,  we  should  never  lose  i 
of  the  consideration  that  the  denial  of  an  org^iisd  p 
competent  for  efficient  action,  is  a  denial  of  the  pomriil 
only  of  the  functionary  to  exercise  it,  but  of  the  natiaofq 
whose  benefit  the  power  is  to  be  ^xereiaed.  In  that  OMr,!! 
impotence  of  President  Madison  to  appoint  mioisteni 
the  Senate  could  be  convened,  would  have  been,  di 
the  same  term  of  time,  the  impoieooe  of  the  nation, 
midst  of  war,  to  make  peace.  Impotence,  not  by  the 
ness  of  the  nation — not  by  the  refusal  of  the  enemy 
gotiate — hot  by  the  neglect  of  the  nation  to  orgsiuftl 
own  institutions  with  powers  essential  to  her  safetj, 
perhaps  even  to  her  existence. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  little  more  than  two  inoptfai 
the  offer  and  acceptance  of  the  Russian  mediitkn, ' 
gress  assembled,  and  on  the  29th  of  May,  President  )U<j 
ison  sent  a  message  to  the  Senate  announcing  that  mmI 
missions  had  been  granted  during  the  recess  of  the  8m 
to  Albert  Gallatin,  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  Jmqy 
Bayard,  to  be,  jointly  and  severally,  BnToys  £xliaoiiil»: 
ry  and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  sod.iir^ 
treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  under  the  med^*^ 
the  Emperor  of  Rusna;  to  negotiate  and  sign  a 
commerce  with  Great  Britain ;  and  the  said  John 
Adsms,  Albert  Gallatin,  and  James  A.  Bayard,  to  be,  ji 
ly  and  severally,  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  M'u 
Plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  and  sign  a  treaty  of 
with  Russia,  and  that  he  nominated  them  to  the 
those  respective  offices. 

On  the  IQth  of  July,  1813,  the  Senate  rejected  thei 
ination  of  Albert  Gallatin,  on  the  ground  that  he  beUi 
office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  their 
that  the  two  offices  ought  not  to  be  held  by  one  pt 
the  same  time.     They  advised  and  consented  by 
unantmoQs  votes  to  the  two  other  nominations. 

On  the  29th  of  July  thereaiUr,  Mr.  Gore,  a  meiDb«< 
the  Senate,  in  opposition  to  the  then  executive  adooi^i 
tion,  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  fivei^ 
olutions,  the  first  of  which  was  in  the  foUowiog  woids: 

«  The  President  of  the  United  States  having,  by  Uiee«' 
stittttion,  'power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  thst  may  hapF 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  comniw""' 
which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  sesnoo  — 

**Resob>edr  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  no  «■ 
vacancy  can  happen  in  any  oiSce  not  before  full. 

The  subsequent  resoludons  proceed  to  censure  the  < 
missioning  of  the  three  negotiators  to  treat  for  p^^ 
daring  that  their  offices  hsd  not  been  before  filled;' 
they  were  unconstitutional  without  the  advice  and  cor 
of  the  Senate.  That  the  Senate  relucUntly  V^ 
against  them,  ahd  that  they  should  be  communicated»^| 
committee  of  the  Senate,  to  the  President  of  the  l/i«"| 
States.  The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table  wilhwlj 
bate,  and  were  no  further  acted  upon  at  that  session,  *'*■ 
closed  on  the  second  of  August  of  that  year.  ^ 

At  the  next  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  on  the  wtt 
February,  1814,  Mr.  Gore  again  presented  to  the  consa*" 
ation  of  the  Senate,  in  session  upon  executive  bami^ . 
the  same  series  of  resolutions.  rm,>n^ 

They  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed,  to  be  dtfj""^ 
with  <^n  doors,  and  msde  the  order  of  the  day  for  tflf 
suing  Monday,  the  7th  of  March.     They  were  •«oj**S 
then  taken  up,  and,  after  sundry  postponements,  »na 
debate,  the  further  consideration  of  thera  was,  ^Y^^  J 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  postponed  till  the  first  MonPiJ 
December  then  next    They  were  never  9^  rtt«o^' 
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There  wu,  no  doubt,  on  thtt  occasion,  a  thorough  and 
inching  dbcussion,  by  the  Senate,  of  the  extent  of  the 
glhtfol  power  of  the  President  to  fill  vacancies  happening 
kPtiD^  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  The  question  was  stated 
lith  greit  address  in  the  first  resolution  of  Mr.  Gore,  as- 
llining  that  no  vacancy  could  happen  in  an  office  not  he- 
wt  filled.  But  the  fallacy  was  in  that  assumption.  It 
MB  a  pditio  principii,  or  begging  of  the  question.  It  is 
lot  nceeaiiy  to  coi^titute  a  vacancy  in  an  ofnce,  that  it 
honk!  kxn  been  be/ore  filled.  It  would  be  more  correct 
E»  asf  Ibat  the  office  is  always  vacant  when  it  Is  not  filled. 

Tbeie  was,  then,  no  protest  entered  by  the  Sennto 
ttfast  the  appointment  during  the  recess  of  the  negotia- 
jn  of  peace  in  1813:  never  was  an  occasion^  when  the 
mtm  for  the  exercise  of  that  power  of  temporary  appoint- 
Mitwas  more  forcible,  and  the  appointment  itself  more 
ifc|ii  inilly  necessary.  Far  from  entering  a  protest,  the 
l|ia(e,  ifter  long,  ample,  and  repeated  deliberation,  dts- 
■nfcd  the  proposal  for  it  by  postponement  to  the  first  day 
l^nolher  session. 

'Thers  is  no  doubt  that  the  word  happens,  like  multi- 
Bei  of  others,  we  might  almost  say  all  the  words  of  every 

rigt,  has  various  meanings  and  modifications  of  mean- 
It  is  sometimes  used  to  denote  incident,  and  some- 
aeeident.  It  sometimes,  perhaps  generally  in  coUo- 
pbl  usage,  imports  some  indefinite  agency  of  chance, 
HMttdDg  fortuitous ;  but  men  who  entertain  a  serious 
of  religious  truth  believe  that  chance  has  no 
hi  the  afihirs  of  this  world,  that  there  is  nothing 
and  that  whatever  happens  is  but  the  orderly 
of  Events  by  an  overruling  Providence.  The  com- 
seriptaral  expression  synonymous  with  happens  is, 
ime  to  pass;'  and  perhaps  the  English  translators  of 
''le  as^  those  words  instead  of  '^it  happened,"  for 
MpresB  purpose  of  excluding  the  possibility  of  an  in- 
from  the  shade  of  casualty  usually  included  in  the 
attached  to  this  word,  that  there  is  any  thing  like 
in  the  government  of  the  universe.  A  vacancy 
happens,  when  it  comes  to  pass ;  and  whether 
by  the  resignation  or  death  of  an  incumbent,  by  the 
OD  of  the  ofiScial  term,  or  by  his  removal  at  the 
of  him  from  whom  the  appointment  was  received, 
whatever. cause  the  vacancy  proceeded,  whenever  it 
j»  it  hofpens. 

ft  if  said  in  the  passage  quoted  from  the  Commentaries 
r  Judge  Btory,  that  the  reason  for  the  question  made  in 
|e  Senate^  whether  the  President  had  the  constitutional 
|b(  m  1913,  to  appoint,  during  the  recess  of  that  body, 
putefw  (o  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace,  was,  that  there 
it  no  vacancy  of  an  existing  office ;  but  that  this  was  the 
on  of  a  new  office.  This  again  was  a  mistake.  The 
of  pnbUc  ministers  of  all  denominations  are  created, 
lij  the  constitution  or  statute  laws  of  the  United 
bat  by  the  laws  of  nations.  They  are  recognised 
dog  offices,  and  the  mode  of  appointing  them  is  pro- 
by  the  constitution.  The  particular  Government 
a  minister  is  accredited,  or  the  particular  negotia- 
wbich  he  may  be  charged,  forms  no  part  of  the 
of  the  ofiice.  The  office  always  exists.  It  be- 
te the  intercourse  of  peace  and  war  between  sov- 
communities.  But  it  is  an  office  of  occasional  and 
ry  recourse ;  vacant  whenever,  in  the  judgment  of 
eompetent  authority,  there  is  no  adequate  motive  re- 
g  that  it  should  be  filled,  and  forming  a  vacancy  to 
whenever  the  occasion  arises  for  filling  it.  With 
w,  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  ministers  to  nego- 
jbr  peace  in  1813  happened  at  the  moment  when  the 
'  mediation  of  the  £mperor  Alexander  was  accept- 
that  was  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Nor 
the  only  occasion  upon  which,  in  the  discharge 
c  duties,  I  have  been  called  to  act  upon  this  under- 
g  of  that  constitutional  provision.      This  is  the 


sense  in  which  I  have  always  understood  it,  and  it  has 
been  so  understood  by  every  President  of  the  United 
States,  from  Washington  down. 

It  is,  indeed,  stated  in  Marshairs  Life  of  Washington, 
that  on  one  occasion,  when  he  inclined  to  depute  an  en- 
voy extraordinary  to  France,  for  a  particular  purpose,  who 
should  be  united  with  the  actual  minister,  (Mr.  Monroe,) 
this  objection  was  suggested,  that  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate  the  President  can  only  fill  up  vacancies,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  minister  when  no  vacancy  existed  might 
be  supposed  to  transcend  his  powers.  From  respect  Co 
this  construction  of  the  constitution,  therefore,  he  recalled 
Mr.  Monroe  to  make  a  vacancy,  and  then  appointed  Gien« 
eral  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney  to  fill  it. 

Sir,  it  was  the  most  unfortunate  measure  of  his  admin- 
istration. The  suggestion  was  not  of  his  own  mind.  That 
was,  to  have  joined  Mr.  Monroe  in  the  negotiations  with 
General  Pinckney,  which  would,  In  all  probability,  have 
saved  us  froiu  a  quasi  war  with  France,  and  would  have 
been  kind  and  generous  to  Mr.  Monroe.  The  substituted 
expedient  was  not  so.  A  stronger  illustration  of  the  in- 
correctness of  that  construction  could  scarcely  be  given. 
President  Washington  did  not  respect  it  in  other  cases 
when  it  was  not  suggested  to  him  as  an  objection.  He 
made  several  original  appointments  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate  to  offices  existing  by  the  laws  cf  nations.] 

Mr.  Howard  resumed.  I  am  glad,  sir,  that  my  remarks 
have  drawn  out  this  opinion  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  sinc(B  his  opinion  on  the  subject  ol  va^ 
cancies  coincides  with  my  own.  Perhaps  this  interpolation 
may  be  considered  by  some  as  the  best  part  of  my  speech. 
But  the  honorable  gentleman  has  also,  by  showing  that 
Judge  Story  was  mistaken  as  to  the  fiict  upon  which  he 
built  his  argument,  totally  demolished  the  fabric  upon  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Mabox]  reposed  in  fancied 
security.     It  was  swept  away. 

{Mr-  Masoit  explained,  and  contended  that  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  not  afiectcd  the 
argument  b«  had  used,  or  the  authority  he  had  referred  to.} 

Mr.  How  ABU  proceeded.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  Judge 
Story  placed  dependence  upon  an  opinion  of  the  Senate, 
without  even  expressing  his  own,  and  if  it  now  appears  that 
the  Senate  had  given  no  such  opinion,  there  was  veiy  little 
left  of  the  authority  which  the  gentleman  quoted  with  such 
emphasis.  This  is  a  matter  for  the  House  to  decide  upon. 
I  dismiss  the  subject. 

It  appears  strange,  at  first  view,  that  this  question  has 
never  arisen  before ;  and  that  now,  for  the  first  time,  a  power 
was  claimed  on  behalf  of  a  Governor  of  a  State  under  the 
federal  constitution.  Th^  reason  why  the  case  has  never 
happened  before,  is  precisely  that  which  most  readily  re- 
conciles me  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  power  now.  It 
is,  that  all  State  Legislatures  have,  oi  their  own  accord, 
conferred  upon  their  Governors  this  very  same  power,  ex- 
cept in  the  single  instance  of  Mississippi,  arising  in  this 
case,  no  doubt,  from  inadvertence  and  precipitate  legislation. 
There  is  surely  no  ground  to  fear  any  unpleasant  result, 
when  our  decision  is  in  exact  conformity  with  the  laws  of 
the  States  for  forty  years ;  when  we  are  manifesting  a  beau* 
tiful  harmony  between  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  States,  as  shown  in 
their  laws.  If  indeed  we  were  about  to  curtail  the  power 
which  the  Governor  claimed  under  the  constitution  or  laws 
of  his  own  State,  we  might  well  pause.  But  our  decision 
in  this  case  will  only  place  Mississippi  precisely  where  the 
other  States  have  voluntarily  placed  themselves^  by  confer- 
ring upon  their  Governors  the  power  which  we  are  about 
to  admit. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  [Mr.  Tilunobast,]  has  touched  upon  the  only 
point  which  has  caused  any  embarrassment  to  my  mind.  He 
has  said  that  if  a  Governor  of  a  State  derives  the  power  of 
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ordering  an  election  in  a  case  like  this  from  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  of  course  paramount  to  all  State  laws,  he  can  fix  upon 
whatever  time  ho  chooses  for  the  election  to  be  held ;  and 
therefore,  in  every  State  where  members  of  Congress  have 
not  been  chosen  upon  the  4lh  of  March,  whether  an  extra 
seasion  may  be  called  or  not,  he  can  disregard  the  day  which 
the  statute  may  have  designated,  and  thus  overrule  the  laws. 
I  state  the  objection  as  it  has  occurred  to  ray  mind,  without 
recollecting  whether  I  give  it  the  exact  shape  which  he  did. 
I  feel  and  acknowledge  its  force,  and  admit  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  escape  from  the  conclusion ;  for,  if  this  power  is  held 
by  the  Governor  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
no  State  legislation  can  take  it  away.  But  there  are  two 
reflections  which  disarm  this  argument  of  much,  if  not  all, 
of  its  force.  The  first  is,  that  the  conclusion  will  not  be 
found,  upon  examination,  to  be  as  unpleasant  as  it  appears 
to  be  upon  a  cursory  view ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
the  chief  agent  of  a  State  Government  will,  without  any 
cause  or  motive,  overthrow  the  laws  of  the  people  over  whom 
be  presides.  Such  an  evil  is  not,  in  the  natural  order  of 
things,  to  be  feared ;  and,  besides,  l^ese  very  laws  have,  in 
all  the  States  except  Mississippi,  confided  to  this  very  offi- 
cer the  duty  of  selecting  a  day  for  the  election  in  case  of 
necessity.  If  the  constitution  reposes  this  discretion  in  him, 
too,  the  mere  anticipation  of  a  flagrant  abuse  of  the  power 
cannot  be  received  as  an  insurmountable  objection  to  the 
fair  construction  of  that  Instrument.  The  second  reflection 
ia,  that  the  constitution  intended  to  provide,  in  all  cases 
where  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  for  its  own  perpetuation. 
The  federal  Government  was  meant  to  be  kept  up,  and  so 
far  as  it  springs  from  the  people  instead  of  the  Stater,  power 
was  given  to  it  to  preserve  its  own  existence.  This  House, 
as  a  vital  part  of  that  Government,  was  not  intended  to  be- 
come lapsed  from  a  want  of  powec  to  secure  its  continuance. 
I  And  in  the  constitution,  therefore,  that,  although  the  States 
are  permitted  to  regulate  the  elections  for  members  of  this 
body,  at  their  own  will  and  pleasure,  yet  provision  is  in- 
stantly made  for  a  defective  execution  of  this  power  in  the 
legislative  branches,  by  throwing  upon  the  Governors  the 
clear  and  high  responsibility  of  seeing  that  the  members  of 
this  House  are  duly  chosen,  in  the  very  clause  which  is  the 
subject  of  all  this  debate ;  and,  lastly,  by  way  of  meeting 
every  conceivable  emergency,  k  the  legislative  and  exec- 
utive  branches  of  a  State  should  both  iail  to  discharge  thdr 
duty,  an  ultimate  power  is  reserved  to  Congress  toregtiate 
for  itself  the  elections  to  this  ^ouse.  Taking  these  differ- 
ent parts,  and  deducing  the  spirit  which  emanates  from 
them  all  conjointly,  I  nm  led  to  believe  that  no  va- 
cancy in  this  body  was  intended  to  be  long  tolerated.  In 
the  physical  world  there  is  no  vacuum.  Nature  is 
Faid  to  abhor  it.  Just  so  in  our  political  system ;  those 
who  created  this  artificial  state  of  being  equrily  abhorred  a 
vacancy  in  this  House,  and  ihey  therefore  imposed  a  pres- 
sure upon  every  point  where  that  pressure  could  tend  to 
fill  it  up.  This  consideration  leads  us  to  the  very  struc- 
ture of  the  Federal  Government,  whether  it  was  meant  to 
be  a  loose  and  disjointed  fabric,  or  one  firmly  knit  togeth- 
er, so  as  to  be  lasting.  This  House  is  lK)und  to  the  peo- 
pie  of  the  United  States  by  an  indissoluble  tie.  Tf  any  one 
State  chooses  to  loosen  the  knot,  Congress  can  fasten  it 
again.  This  is  the  way  in  which  I  read  the  constitu- 
tion, and  I  shall  not  be  deterred  from  coming  to  a  conclu- 
sion corresponding  with  this  interpretation,  by  a  mis- 
placed fear  that  Governors  of  States  will  rush  madly  from 
their  spheres  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  introduce  confu- 
sion'and  disorder.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  to  sustain  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  CU8HMAN  now  moved  the  previous  question  and 
a  call  of  the  House,  [which  was  very  thin,  owing,  as  was 
supposed,  to  an  interesting  debate  in  another  part  of  the 
Capitol;]  but  his  notion  not  seeming  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
his  friends,  he  withdrew  it. 


Mr.  LINCOLN  next  took  the  floor,  and  made  an  argu- 
mentative speech  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the  oon- 
mittee. 

Mr,  HASTINGS  followed  in  opposidon  to  the  report  of 

the  committee. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  rose  merely  to  respond  to  an  ap- 
peal by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Lihcolh,]  en  the  matter  of 
fact  stated  by  him,  that  it  had  been  the  usage  of  the  Legii- 
lature  of  Massachusetts  to  reject  votes  for  any  incormcdiai 
of  form.  It  is  true,  that,  formerly,  itiiad  been  the  caM 
to  reject  votes  for  informalities  of  almost  every  descriptioD; 
but,  more  recently,  the  decisions  bad  been  difbresL 
Several  instances  of  informal  returns  and  other  variatiooi 
from  the  provisions  of  law  had  occurred  within  a  year  8 
two  in  Massachusetts ;  but  after  a  very  full  discusuen,  wtp. 
withstanding  the  incorrectness  of  form,  the  membei^, 
whose  scats  were  contested,  were  allowed  to  retain  ths^^ 
The  decisions  were  the  more  striking,  as  the  question  Itft 
an  important  bearing  on  the  relative  strength  of  parties  ui 
political  feelings  were  to  some  extent  enlisted,  yet  dtma^ 
didates  of  the  minority  were  sustained. 

In  the  instance  quoted  by  my  colleague,  that  retoni 
of  votes  were  never  counted  unless  received  within  the  tioi^ 
prescribed  by  law,  he  is  correct.  But  there  were  sevenl  fwnfi\ 
ations  from  the  statutes,  which  were  considered  naUimi^ 
form,  and,  although  important,  were  not  suflideot/y  so  l«^ 
destroy  the  substantial  part  of  the  proceedingjsof  thetowwj 
in  voting.  The  principle  sustained  was  this :  that  ^JMft 
the  will,of  the  people  was  clearly  shown,  the  irregulaiitiR 
should  be  very  great  to  affect  their  expressed  wishei. 

Mr.  LOOMIS,  of  New  York,  addressed  th^  8} 
and  said  that,  viewing  this  question  as  involving 
an  important  construction  of  the  constitution,  no  a[ 
was  necessary  by  one  who  was  called  to  sit  in  jodj 
upon  it,  for  assigning  briefly  the  reasons  of  his  opinions. 

In  his  estimation,  the  conclusion  to  which  the  Htr 
should  arrive  on  this  question,  however  important  to 
individuals  concerned,  and  to  Oieir  State  and  conitit 
was  still  more  so  as  a  solemn  adjudication  upon  ths 
important  feature  of  the  constitution  involved  in  it,  t 
was  matter  of  deep  and  abiding  interest  that  this  tbii 
decisipn  upon  it  should  be  correct  in  principle. 

The  constitution  of  these  United  States  was  ^o<i^^ 
intended,  by  those  who  formed  and  adopted  it,  to  eoMJ 
within  itself  all  the  elements  of  an  original  GoveniaM^r 
and  of  security  against  dissolution  from  external  cta«s>    i 

One  of  the  provisions  of  that  constitution  is,  that  * 
shall  be  a  House  of  Representatives  with  certain  prescri 
powers.  To  secure  the  existence  of  this  chief  reposit 
of  legislative  powers,  under  all  circumstances,  and  ui 
every  contingency,  was  one  of  the  wise  designs  of  that) 
strurnent. 

The  constitution  provides  that  <*tbe  House  of  R< 
sentatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  choaen  every  \ 
cond  year."    The  time  of  commencement  of  the  teriii,| 
its  termination,  is  no  otherwise  fixed  in  that  instrai 
The  first  term  of  service  of  the  Rcpresentativesi,  and 
the  Executive   and   other  officers  under  it,  comz 
necessarily  on  the  day  of  the  organization  of  the  Gui 
ment  which  was  founded  by  it,  and  which  was  on 
fourth  day  of  March ;  and  frgm  that  dny  to  this,  the 
of  March,  in  every  second  year,  has  been  justly  coDsid 
as  the  commencement  of  the  term  of  subsequent  Ri 
sentatives. 

All  parties  here,  I  understand,  concur  in  this  cc 
tion ;  all  also  agree  that  the  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  from  Mississippi  went  out  of  office  on  the 
day  of  March  last.  From  that  day  the  office  of  Repr 
tative  must  be  considered  vacant,  unless  it  had  been 
by  a  previous  election,  of  which  there  is  no  pretence, 
an  election  should  be  held  under  the  constitution  to  I 

By  a  law  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  the  election  of  1 
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mititifw  in  Oongrefls  is  to  be  held  <*  once  in  every  two 
in^  (0  be  eomputed  /rom  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
93."  The  Legielatare  of  that  State  bad  not  the  power 
cliange  the  <^nstitattoDal  term  of  representation  in  Con- 
Ml,  DOT  ]■  there  any  good  reason  to  suppose  it  had  any 
ichdaHgD.  It  is  a  part  of  the  policy  of  many  of  the 
ptei  not  to  hate  their  Representatives  elected  until  after 
I  npintMni  of  the  last  session  of  each  Congress.    There 

•  iMByfBod  reasons  for  this  mode,  as  well  as  some 
[Host  it.  It  is  often  very  desirable  to  exhibit  to  the  peo- 
» the  eilire  political  coune  thruogh  a  whole  Congress  of 
MabfT  who  is  a  candidate  for  re-eloction. 

The  regnUr  sessions  of  Congress  have  commenced  on 
>dif  Damsd  in  the  constitution,  no  law  naming  a  diifer- 
Idly  having  been  adopted  since  the  first  organisation  of 
jfiSoremflien^  and  this  affords  ample  time  for  canvass- 
|1|»  merits  of  the  candidates  between  the  expiration  of 
ifr  tons  on  the  3d  of  March,  and  the  election  in  No  vem- 
r.  The  instances  in  which  extraordinary  sessions  of 
^pMi  Aare  been  called  by  the  Preaident  have  been 
1^  Bot  exceeding  two  or  three  since  the  adoption  of  the 
MitQiian ;  and  no  sm^  instance  has,  before  this  ses- 
i^oeeiBTei]  since  the  admission  of  Mississippi  into  the 
Rnee  a  Stale.  The  time  appointed  hy  the  President 
the  neetiag  of  this  extraordinary  session  was  before  the 
raabet  election  provided  for  by  the  law  of  that  State ; 
l|  vafeee  a  special  election  could  be  held,  that  State 
NHaotbe  rq>nsented  at  a  session  of  Congress  called  for 
^itfnoidiBary  occasion,  and  to  which  public  attention 

•  tonudwitb  unusual  interest  and  anxiety. 

FW  Gorernor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  under  these 

Kcei^  issoed  his  writ  of  election,  reciting  the  call 
iai  senion,  and  that  a  vacancy  had  occurred  by 
|B|iraiioii  of  the  term  of  the  late  members,  and  requir- 
iipeeial  election  to  be  held  in  July,  '<to  fill  said  va- 
P>  "  until  superseded  by  the  members  to  be  elected  at 
int  regular  session"  in  November.  At  this  special 
fan  the  uxxw  sitting  members  were  elected  ;  the  ques- 
^  tow,  at  their  request,  presented  to  the  House  to  de- 

twhst  is  their  situation—are  they  lawfully  members 
Hooiel  If  they  are,  do  their  terms  expire  with 
— iiion  or  at  the  general  election  in  November,  or  are 
\  mcDbers  of  the  entire  twenty-fifth  Congress  1  There 
ftve  sedJooB  of  the  constitution  having  a  bearing  upon 
■■tter.  Section  4  reads  thus:  <*The  timest,  places, 
■rinmieir  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Repre- 
itives  sheU  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  I^egisla^ 
tbsreof;  but  the  Congress  may  at^  any  time,  by  law, 
I  sr  titer  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of 
ntg  Senators.*'  Some  of  those  who  oppose  the  reso- 
B  reported  by  the  committee  insist  that  the  Legisla- 
)f  die  State  of  Mississippi  has  exercised  this  power 
pointing  the  election  to  be  held  in  November,  and 
p  permit  the  present  election  to  be  held  valid  would 

F're  to  the  Governor  of  a  State  the  power  to  repeal 
Bt  naught  a  valid  act  of  the  State  Legislature. 
kpiDvided  in  the  second  section  of  the  constitution, 

een  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from 
die  Executive  authority  thereof  eball  issue  writs 
Mni  to  fill  such  vacancies." 

fdso  said  by  some  of  the  opponents  of  the  resolution 
B  vacancy  in  question  was  not  such  a  one  as  is  men- 
b  this  claose  of  the  constitution ;  that  it  did  not 
pen ;"  that  the  word  <<  happen"  implies  some  death, 
or  casualty,  and  does  not  cover  the  case  of  an 
by  the  liegislature  to  provide  by  law  for  an  occa- 
the  present.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  differ  from  those 
ible  gentlemen  on  both  these  positions.  The  Gov- 
%  power  and  that  of  the  Legislature  were  alike  deriv- 
ittctly  from  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates. 
f  was  paramount  to  the  other ;  neither  could  control 
jker,  or  in  any  manner  exercise  its  functions,  except 


in  the  case  defined  for  each  in  the  constitution.  That  in- 
strument declared  that  Representatives  should  be  elected ; 
it  authorixed  the  Legislature  to  fix  the  time  and  place  of 
the  election ;  it  also  authorized  the  Governor  to  act,  to 
cause  an  election  to  be  held  in  case  a  vacancy  happened. 
It  is  a  sound  and  well-established  rule,  thst  every  law  and 
every  instrument  must  be  so  construed,  if  practicable,  as 
to  make  all  its  parts  effectual  and  operative.  It  would  ren- 
der that  pert  of  the  constitution  which  gives  power  to  the 
Governor  inefficient  and  inoperative,  if  he  could  not  order 
an  election,  in  case  of  a  vacancy,  at  another  time  than  the 
general  election  provided  by  law ;  no  special  election  could 
even  be  held  by  his  order  if  that  construction  were  to  pre- 
vail ;  if  a  vacancy  by  death  should  happen,  it  could  not  h% 
filled,  if  this  view  be  right,  until  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
State  law  should  arrive,  because  the  Legislature  alone  is 
authorized  to  fix  the  time  and  place. 

It  will  be  perceived  at  once  that  this  construction  cannot 
be  sustained ;  it  would  render  absolutely  nugatory  the  part 
which  gives  power  to  the  Governor  to  cause  a  vacancy  to 
be  filled.  That  clause  is  equally  valid  with  the  other,  and 
both  must  be  construed  so  as  to  give  effect  to  each.  It  is 
said  this  construction  gives  to  the  Governor  of  that  State 
the  right  to  order  an  election  immediately  af^er  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  on  3d  of  March  in  every  case,  whether  it 
be  made  necessary  by  a  call  of  a  special  session  of  Con- 
gress or  not.  Be  it  so.  I  admit,  nay,  I  maintain,  that  the 
Governor  might  do  this  as  a  matter  of  abtftuct  constitu- 
tional right;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  say  it  would  be  very 
indiscreet,  and  even  an  abuse  of  power  in  him,  to  put  the 
people  of  the  State  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  a  special 
election,  which  was  wholly  unnecessary.  Doubtless  there 
ar^  many  unwise  things  which  a  State  Executive  might 
constitutionally  do ;  but  there  is  no  danger  oi  such  palpa- 
ble and  useless  abuses ;  the  people  and  the  Legislature,  in 
appointing  the  time  for  election  to  be  held  in  November, 
chose,  for  the  good  reasons  I  have  before  mentioned,  to 
entrust  to  the  Executive  the  duty  to  appoint  the  time  and 
place  of  special  elections  when  rendered  necessary,  and 
they  justly  concluded  that  no  individual  of  sufficient  char- 
acter to  attain  that  station  would  ever  be  guilty  of  the  folly, 
though  he  might  have  the  power  to  order  a  special  election, 
when  the  general  election  appointed  by  law  would  arrive 
before  the  officers  to  be  elected  could  act. 

A  new  position  was  Uken  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Sladx.]  He  conceded  that,  by  the  fair  con- 
struction of  the  langnage,  a  vacancy  had  happened,  but 
that  it  was  a  limited  vacanqy,  which  expired  at  the  time 
appointed  by  law  for  holding  the  election.  That  the  vacan- 
cy being  so  limited,  the  election  was  to  fill  the  vacant^ 
only,  and,  consequently,  that  members  of  that  State  were 
properly  entitled  to  seats  until  November,  and  then  their 
office  expired.  This  would  directly  violate  the  constitu- 
tion ;  it  would  be  limiting  the  term  of  members  on  this 
floor  to  a  shorter  period  than  that  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution ;  it  would  give  us  two  sets  of  members  for  the 
tweiUy-fifth  Congress.  If  it  was  competent  for  the  State 
authorities,  either  unitedly  or  separately,  to  cause  two  sets 
of  Representatives  to  hold  seats  successively  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  Congress,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  them  from 
making  the  office  annual,  or  having  a  new  set  at  each 
session. 

1*he  only  reasonable  inference  is,  that  the  Legisloture  of 
that  State  designed  to  have  members  of  Congress  elected 
under  t^e  Governor's  writ  of  election,  instead  of  st  their 
general  election,  whenever  the  exigency  demanded  such  a 
course. 

But,  sir,  the  strong  ground  relied  on  by  most  of  those 
who  o|jpose  this  resolution  is  involved  in  the  use  of  the . 
word  **  happen"  in  this  clause  of  the  constitution.     I  deny 
that  this  word  is  limited  to  the  sense  to  which  those  gen- 
tlemen would  confine  it.     Sir,  the  word  **  hsppen"  is  used 
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upon  the  concurrence  of  two  events— -whether  those  events 
are  casual,  or  caused  each  hy  volition,  or  by  natural  laws. 
Thus :  this  special  session  happened  to  be  called  between 
the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  last  Congress  afid  the 
time  appointed  by  law  for  a  new  election,  and  hence  a  va- 
cancy hap)jened.  But  I  will  not  go  into  the  matter  of  the 
philological  meaning  of  this  expression,  for  the  reason  that 
it  has  been  very  fully  and  ably  discuosed. 

7'he  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Howard]  has  re- 
ferred the  House  to  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  at 
which  the  constitution  was  formed ;  it  was  there  used  pre- 
cisely as  if  it  had  been  when  there  shall  be  a  vacancy.  As 
this  clause  was  originally  adopted,  it  was  in  a  form  some- 
what more  difitise,  and  the  words  *<  in  which  such  vacan- 
cy shall  happen'*  were  used  at  the  last  end  of  the  sentence, 
to  express  the  idea  conveyed  in  the  first  part  of  the  same 
sentence  by  the  word  *•  vacancy,**  without  the  conjunction 
of  the  word  '<  happen.*'  After  the  constitution  had  been 
adopted  in  detail,  a  committee  was  appointod  to  revise  tlie 
language  and  arrangement  of  it,  and  report  it,  to  convey 
the  same  ideas  as  intended  by  the  draught.  That  commit- 
tee abridged  this  clause  by  changing  the  phraseology  so  as 
to  use  the  word  vacancy  but  once  in  it ;  and,  in  that  way, 
the  word  happen  came  by  transposition  from  the  last  part 
of  the  sentence,  and  was  placed  by  the  side  of  the  word 
vacancy,  in  the  first  part,  evidently  without  intending  to 
change  the  sense.  Is  not  this  conclusive  as  to  the  fair  con- 
struction of  those  words  t  But,  sir,  we  have,  in  addition 
to  this,  the  testimony  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  showing  what  has  always 
been  the  construction  given  to  this  word  in  similar  cases 
by  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government.  It  is,  that 
whenever  a  vacancy  exists,  a  vacancy  happens. 

Mr.  Speaker,  all  party  views  on  this  question  should  be 
entirely  discarded.  It  should  rest  exclusively  on  its  own 
merits ;  and  in  that  spirit  I  have  endeavored  to  view  it.  In 
my  mind  there  remains  not  a  doubt  upon  the  subject ;  and 
to  me  it  appears  most  clearly  that  those  gentlemen  are  duly 
elected  membeis  of  the  25th  Congress,  and  that  their 
term,  as  such  members,  cannot  expire  before  the  constitu- 
tional limit.  I  cannot  but  anticipate  that  I  am  on  this 
subject  with  a  large  majority  of  this  House  of  both  political 
parties. 

[The  hour  of  recess  arriving,  the  House  separated  until 
4  P.  M.  without  taking  any  question.] 

EvSHIlfO  Ssssiov. 

MISSISSIPPI  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  rpport  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  LOOMIS  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks,  as 
given  entire  above. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  sub- 
stantially as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  Differing  essentially  in  opinion  as  I  do 
from  that  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat, 
and  from  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  with  regard  to  the  limitation  in  the  writ  of  elec- 
tion, I  am  constrained  again,  though  very  unwillingly,  to 
address  the  House  on  this  question.  Not  on  the  question 
whether  a  vacancy  had  happened  in  the  representation  of 
the  people  of  Mississippi  in  this  House,  because  upon  that 
point  you  have  understood,  from  the  observations  which  I 
submitted  to  the  House  this  morning,  my  opinions  concur 
with  those  contained  In  the  report  of  the  committee.  But 
the  question  affecting  the  right  of  the  members  from  Missis- 
sippi to  seats  on  this  flwr,  is  not  whether  a  vacancy  in  the 
repreisentation  of  the  State  had  happened,  hut  what  the  va- 
cancy was,  and  how  that  vacancy  was  to  be  filled. 

Now  the  vacancy  was  of  two  seats  in  this  House  of  mem- 
bers from  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  the  twenty-fifth  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  which  twenty-fifth  Congress 


commenced  on' the  4th  of  March  last,  and  ia  to  eontiiiMl 
the  4th  of  March,  1839.  That  is  the  26th  CeagMij 
the  United  States,  and  that  ^as  the  vacancy  in  the  iqi 
sentation  of  the  people  of  Ibe  State-  of  MtMissippi;  d 
so  it  if  underato^  by  the  majority  of  the  Committal-^ 
Elections  who  have  reported  Uie  resolution,  that  M«^ 
CtAiBOBKv  and  Gbolsok  havelieeo  duly  elected  mcaU 
of  the  25th  Congress. 

But  have  they  been  so  elected  T  The  conafttolioB  i 
the  United  States  provides  that  *<the  House  of  Rspra* 
tatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  chosQp  every  wdf 
year  by  the  people  of  the  several  States. "  Thetemli 
which  they  are  chosen  is  two  years. 

The  constitution  further  provides,  that  the  times,  |M 
and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  iM 
sentatives  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  I^ptf 
ture  thereof;  but  ine  Congress  m8y,'^t  any  time,  byln^ 
make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  placet  4 
choosing  Senators.  ^ 

And  the  constitution  further  provides,  that  w6ei  ^nad 
cies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any  State,  fh«  i^ 
ectttive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  elediootsfl 
such  vacancies.  , 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  had,  fayij 
act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  (so  much  of  wbiA  •# 
lates  to  the  subject  before  the  House  Is  inserted  in  lli^ 
port  of  the  Committee  of  Elections, )  prescribed  iW  • 
elections  for  members  of  Congress,  as  well  as  of  l^^'J 
emor,  members  of  the  fjcgislature,  and  others,  shsoM  j 
held  biennially,  and  particularly  that  the  Represcntttimw 
Congress  from  that  Stale  should  be  elected  once  in  r"^ 
two  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  first  Monday  in 
vember,  in  the  year  1833.  Such  is  the  standing  law  of 
State,  and  in  enacting  it  the  Legislature  appear  Dtt 
have  been  aware  that  it  left  the  Sute  wholly  wilkootfl 
rescntation  in  this  Hall,  from  the  commencement  of  ("^ 
Congress  on  the  4th  of  March,  till  late  in  Novemtar* 
every  first  Congressional  year;  and  the  conseqnenceC 
and  must  be,  that  whenever  Congress  shall  mee^  T  jj 
by  virtue  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  or  by  »P«|*'3 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  int«^ 
between  the  4  th  of  Afarch,  the  day  when  the  Con^ 
commences,  and  the  first  Monday  in  December  therewtt 
the  State  of  Mississippi  cannot  lawfully  be  represented  » 


Congress, 

law  of  the  State  deferring  the  elections  of  members  tM 
Congress  commencing  on  the  4th  of  March  till  the  «*• 
sequent  November. 

The  vacancy  thus  created  by  the  law  of  4he  Sttie  i«jj 
vacancy  which  the  Executive  of  a  State  cannot  supply-  " 
is  not  within  the  purview  of  the  authority  given  bin  If 
supply  vacancies,  for  the  following  reasons :  Firet,  beca* 
it  is  inconsistent  with  the  law  of  the  State  itself,  whidJ 
prescribes  that  the  election  shall  be  held  once  in  creiy  l»« 
years,  in  November,  and  consequently  prohibiting  its  bfli|I 
held  more  than  once  in  that  term.  Secondly,  because ii« 
inconsistent  with  the  provision  of  the  constitution  of  uC 
United  States  that  the  members  of  the  House  of  R<P^ 
sentatives  shall  be  chosen  by  the  people  every  second  jwj* 
And,  thirdly,  because  it  would  change  the  tenure  of  W 
terra  of  ofiSce,  prescribed  by  the  constitution  to  be  for  ^ 
years,  into  a  tenure  of  two  sets  of  members  from  the  ^ 
State ;  one  for  a  single  session  or  part  of  a  session,  o^°  "" 
other  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  two  years. 

But  if  the  Governor  of  the  State  cannot  stipply  t^e  *»' 
cancy,  thus  created  by  the  law  of  the  State,  for  the  '"ftf' 
val  of  time  between  the  4th  of  March  and  the  first  Monaj|F 
in  November,  still  less  cin  he,  directly  in  the  hce  of  ™j 
law  of  the  State,  supply  a  vacancy  for  a  whole  term  oft*" 
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jtti.  The  gentlenMn  from  Now  York  thiolu  be  eoukl, 
1^  that  his  writ  of  election,  imteed  of  authorising  it  to  be 
jU  for  a  choice  of  members  to  sit  until  superseded  by 
^nbeis  to  be  choeen  at  the  regular  election  in  November, 
inild  have  directed  it  to  be  held  for  members  of  the  twen- 
^^fth  Oongress.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
pw  avows  the  optnimi  that  the  Governor,  bj  introducing 
ito  his  writ  of  election  the  restriction  upon  the  terms  of 
wviee  of  the  membere  to  be  chosen,  transcended  faia  pow- 
n»  Ths  report  aaya  that  the  opinion  of  the  committee  was 
JMSil  unanimous  that  the  writ  was  perfect  in  itself  with- 
at  tbe  restricting  clanse ;  that  its  being  there  does  not  in- 
piidaie  the  election  held  under  it,  but  that  it  may  fairly  be 
tfff^  as  surplnaage.  They,  accordingly,  reject  it  as  sur- 
Mge,  and  present  to  the  House  a  resolution  that  Messn. 
Ptftoavx  and  Ohouioh  have  been  duly  elected  members 
1^  twenty-fifth  CoDgrees. 

»  Hi.  Speaker,  I  have  never  been  a  tenacious  adherent  to 
he  dlwiganiaing  doctrine  of  State  righto.  But  conversant 
jllJitvebeeii  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stotes 
p  »j»  origin;  familiar  as  I  have  been  with  all  the  con- 
iivwiies  which  atteoiled  ito  progress  from  the  17th  of 
kptember,  1787,  when  it  was  presented  by  the  convention 
%  Philadelphia  to  the  pieople  of  the  Union,  till  ito  final 
jjvplion  by  the  people  of  the  whole  thirteen  primitive 
PlN  of  the  Confederacy— equally  fiuniliar  wiib  all  the 
^K^i^^  controversies  and  collisions  of  power  between 
■aGfoenl  and  State  Governments,  as  well  as  between 
ii  HTOil  departmefita  of  this  Government^— sworn  as  I 
m  n<peatadiy  been  to  support  both  the  constitution  of 
Pouted  States  and  that  of  my  native  Commonwealth  of 
jhMcbiuHtts,  and  profoundly  responsible  as  I  hold,  ailft 
Nkive  held,  myself  to  a  tribunal  far  beyond  this  visible 
pBnal  qibere,  for  the  faithful  observance  of  thoee  oaths, 
Ime  invariably  considered  the  €h>vemment  of  this  our 
iMioii  country  as  consisting  of  two  distinct,  separate, 
Njvendnit,  hot  interwoven  authorities,  both  limited*- 
Mioveneign  within  its  appropriate  sphere— each  lawfully 
Inrerlen  to  encroach  upon  the  appropriate  functions  of 
pa  other;  and  of  all  the  errors  whicli  half  a  century  of 
gUnal  existence  baa  brought  forth  to  kindle  the  toreh  of 
^^  in  oQr  country,  the  doctrine  of  nullification  is,  in 
■9  iodgawnt,  tbe  greatest  and  the  most  pemicions.  And 
Mit  Id  that  is  the  doctrine  of  nullification,  by  the  Kxecu- 
feve,  of  the  acts  of  the  legislstive  power — I  do  not  mean-by 
^  teto,  hefbr  a  legislative  act  becomes  a  lew — I  do  not 
*^  hy  the  a  stitntional  control  given  to  Congress  over 
^"^  ads  of  State  legislation— but  I  mean  the  annnl- 
^sat,  bjr  a  State  law,  of  an  act  of  Congress,  or  the  annul- 
>init  of  a  State  hiw  by  an  Executive  proclamation,  or  by 
j^qurtment  of  the  CSeneral  Government,  except  as  au- 
*^"««^  hy  the  constitution. 

.^*  ■Vf  it  appears  to  me  that  both  these  errors  are  in* 
y^'P  ^6  opinion  expressed  by  the  gentleman  near  me 
2* '*«^  York,  [Mf.  Looms,]  in  the  report  of  the-Coro- 
T|^  ^f  Elections,  and  in  the  reeolotion  with  which  it 
*•*»  ^at  Messrs.  Claibobhs  and  Gholson  have  been 
^  Reeled  members  of  the  25th  Congress.  Tbe  gentle- 
pjramNcw  York  thinks  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
?JJ""nH»  reprehensible  for  limiting  in  his  writ  the  clec- 
2|"|of  the  members  to  a  term  to  be  superseded  by  members 

DC  chosen  at  the  general  election  in  November,  pre- 
2jrf  ^'y  *®  1*^  of  tb«  Stste.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
?j^  ^  Elections  considers  tbe  Governor  as  having,  by 
™«J»n8  the  restriction,  transcended  his  powers.  They 
^»he restriction  as  surplusage! 

w,  It  was  the  stonding  law  of  the  Stete.  The  law  of 
"»  »««te  sorphisage !  The  Governor  of  the  sjteto,  by 
P^orming  his  writ  to  the  law  of  the  Sute,  tranacended 
Z^J!^^  ^  W*»y»  "^^^  '^ouU  he  have  done  if  he  had 
""«JI  tht  lestriction  from  bis  writ  1  He  would  have 
«»«Uedtbelawofthe8totobyprodtmation.  Thatwould 


have  been  a  transcending  of  his  powers  with  a  vengeance ! 
Sir,  there  has  been  a  time,  in  the  land  of  our  fathers,  when 
the  pretension  of  power  in  a  kingly  crowned  head  to  annul 
the  laws  of  the  land  by  proclamation  conducted  the  royal 
nuUifier  to  the  block.  As  a.  democrat,  as  a  republican,  I 
should  hardly  expect  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
Would  bfe  ready  to  invest  the  Governor  of  a  Stete  with-  a 
dispensing  power  to  annul  the  laws  of  the  State  by  proc- 
lamation. As  devoted  and  ardent  supporters  of  Stote 
righto,  I  should  hardly  have  expected  from  the  majority  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections  a  charge  against  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  of  transcending  his  powers  by 
strict  conformity  to  the  law  of  the  State ;  and  still  less  can 
I  think  that  this  Hoiue  will  adopt  a  resolution  equivalent 
to  Uie  appointment  by  this  House  of  members  to  represent 
the  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  from  the  close  of  the 
present  seasion  to  the  end  of  the  96th  Congress.  For  this, 
and  nothing  Isss  than  this,  will  be  the  effect  of  adopting 
the  resdutton  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  Conunittee 
of  Elections. 

Upon  the  &ce  of  the  credentials  of  these  gentlemen,  as 
stated  by  themselves,  they  were  elected  to  represent  the 
people  <i  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  this  House,  until  su- 
perseded by  members  to  be  chosen  at  the  regular  State 
election  in  November.  Yet  the  resolution,  reported  by  tbe 
committee,  declares  that  they  shall  represent  the  people  of 
that  State  during  the  whole  of  the  S5th  Congress.  The 
people  of  the  State  elected  them  to  serve  for  one  session. 
The  resolution  of  the  House  is  to  constitute  them  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  Mississippi  from  the  close  of  this 
session  till  the  4th  of  March,  1839. 

Sir,  it  to  my  very  deliberate  opinion  that  the  election  of 
the  two  members  from  the  Stste  of  Mississippi,  for  a  term, 
to  be  superseded  by  others  to  be  elected  next  November, 
wss  unconstitutional ;  tfiat  no  such  elation  could  be  held, 
because  it  is  in  direct  collision  with  that  provision  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  which  prescribes  that  the 
members  of  this  House,  shall  be  chosen  every  other  year. 
But  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding  the  election, 
being  entrusted  by  the  constitution  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  Legislature  having  provided  only  for  an 
election  to  be  held  once  in  two  years,  and  that  in  the  month 
of  November,  after  the  commencement  of  the  term  of  the 
Congress  for  which  they  are  elected,  there  was  no  author- 
ity in  the  State  competent  to  ordain  an  electioh  for  a  single 
session  of  Congress,  or  for  a  term  short  of  two  years,  from 
the  4  th  of  March,  1S37.  The  election  was,  therefore,  null 
and  void.  It  was  not  an  election  for  a  single  session,  or 
until  November,  because  the  censdtution  of  the  United 
States  admito  of  no  such  election.  It  was  not  an  election 
for  the  whole  Congress,  because  the  law  of  the  State  re- 
quired that  another  election  for  that  purpose  should  be  held 
in  November,  and  the  writ  of  election  issued  by  the  Gover- 
nor, in  exact  conformity  to  the  law  of  the  State,  expressly 
restricted  the  term  of  service  to  the  interval  till  the  regular 
election  in  November.  If  he  had  no  power  to  insert  the 
restriction  in  the  writ,  he  had  none  to  issue  the  writ  itself. 
If  the  election  was  to  be  held  for  the  whole  Congress,  the 
law  of  the  State -had  prescribed  that  it  should  be  held  in 
November,  and  it  could  be  held  at  no  other  time. 

The  error  of  all  this  was  in  the  law  of  the  State,  fixing 
the  time  for  the  election  of  the  State's  members  in  this 
House  nine  months  after  the  commencement  of  the  Con- 
gress itself.  The  power  of  the  Governor  was  not  compe- 
tent either  to  repeal  this  law  or  to  supply  ito  defect.  He 
assumed  authority  to  supply  its  defect ;  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  while  chsrging  him  with  trans- 
cending his  powers  in  this  assumption,  concedes  to  him 
the  power  which  \\»  did  not  assume,  of  annulling  the  law 
of  the  State,  assumes  that  he  has  annulled  it,  and  stretchee 
the  election,  avowedly  authorized  by  him  for  a  term  of 
three  months,  into  an  election  for  the  whole  Congress. 
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If  the  Hoate  ahoald  adopt  the  refolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  ElectiQiM,  we  are  yet  to  aee  how  it  will  be 
taken  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mieaifliippi.  Their 
law  requires  tliat  the  election  of  membera  to  represent  them 
in  this  Honse  for  the  present  Cdngress  should  be  held  next 
November.  That  law  this  House  cannot  set  aside.  The 
election  must  and  will  be  held,  and  it  is  to  be  presunlbd 
that  the  same  members  will  be  again  returned.  Although  I 
hold  that  the  election  by  which  iSiey  now  occupy  their  eeats 
was  irregular,  noil,  and  void,  I  have  been  content  that  they 
should  hold  the  seats,  and  wish  they  may  continue  to  hold 
them  till  the  close  of  the  session ;  because,  however  irregu- 
lar the  election  may  have  been,  they  were  actually  chosen 
by  large  majorities  of  the  people,  and  there  is  no  compari- 
son in  point  of  magnitude  between  the  mere  inconvenience 
of  an  informal  election,  and  the  great  evil  of  depriving  the 
people  of  a  whole  State  of  their  representation  in  this 
House,  when  they  have  actually  signified  their  pleasure  by 
whom  they  choose  to  be  represented.  I  would,  therefore, 
postpone  to  the  last  hour  of  the  session  the  decision  of  the 
question  ;but  I  should  then  vote  for  the  resolution  as  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  The  regular 
election  would  then  be  held  according  to  the-  law  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi ;  and  as  there  is  no  reason  for  expecting 
that  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  have,  since  last 
August,  traniferred  their  preferences  to  other  peraons,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  same  members  will  be  chosen 
again. 

But  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  will,  by  a  suitable  modification  of  their 
election  law,  provide  against  the  recurrence  of  this  defect  in 
their  representation  in  this  House,  which  must  otherwise 
return  whenever  a  session  intervenes  between  the  fourth  of 
March  and  the  first  Monday  in  December  of  every  alter- 
nate year.  Other  States  are  in  the  same  situation.  Eight 
or  ten  have  been  obliged  to  hold  their  elections  since  the 
special  call  for  the  present  session  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates.  The  constitution  no  doubt  authorises 
Congress  by  law  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  election, 
as  regulated  by  the  law  of  the  Stale ;  but  there  never  yet 
has  arisen  a  necessity  for  exercising  this  power  by  Con- 
gress ;  nor  should  it,  without  necessity,  be  exercised.  It  is 
a  still  more  exceptionable  remedy  for  the  evil  which  is  now 
proposed ;  an  assumption  of  illegal  power  by  the  Oovemdr 
of  a  State,  and  the  nullification  of  a  State  law  by  a  reso- 
lution of  this  House. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  that  there  might  be  a  call 
of  the  House.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  roll  was  called  ; 
when  105  members  answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  all  further  proceedings 
in  the  call  be  dispensed  with ;  and,  with  a  view  of  aflbrd- 
ing  the  absent  members  time  to  resume  their  seats,  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion ;  which  being  ordered, 
resulted :  Yeas  137,  nays  61.  So  all  further  proceedings 
in  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  said  that,  as  there  was 
a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  gentlemen  from  Mississippi  had 
been  elected  for  the  present  session  only,  or  the  whole  Con- 
gress, he  thought  it  would  be  the  better  plan  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table,  and  thus  afibrd  time  for  them 
to  return  and  be  re-elected.  With  that  view,  he  moved 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections^  with  the 
amendment  thereto,  be  laid  on  the  table,  and,  on  that  ques- 
tion he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  withdrew  his  moUon  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  who  hoped  the  subject  would 
not  be  thus  disposed  of,  as  it  would  leave  the  people  of 
Mississippi  in  doubt 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  then  renewed  his  motion,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  resulted  :  Yeas  70,  nays 
145,  as  follows : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  John  W.  Allen, 


A^gg,  Bell,  Bond,  John  CalhooB,  'Wm.  6.  CuipU 
Wm.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childt,  Crn^ 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Darlington,  Dawsoo,  Dm^ 
Debeiry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmora,  Evans,  Everett,  Eiii| 
CkH>de,  Wm.  Graham,  Graves,  GrenneU,  Hall,  HikM 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawac,  Heniy,  Herad,  Hc«] 
Johnson,  Lawler,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Samson  Mm^ 
Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Milligan,  CalviiyMoin; 
Ogle,  Pope,  Potts,  Rartden,  Randolph,  Reed,  fitod^ 
Ridgwav,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Slade,  8oiithg*i 
Stanly,  Thompson,  TillinghasT,  ToUnd,  Elisha  WUMfe 
sey,  Lewis  Williams,  Wise,  Yoike--70. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  H.  AUen,  Anderson,  Andiewt,  Alb 
ton,  Beatty,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  fiori^ 
Bouldin,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Brayn,  Bwtett 
Bynum,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  John  CnyUt 
T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cille^,  M, 
Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craiy,  Cvkmt, 
Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwardi^  Firnt 
ten,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher,  L  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Oi 
lup.  Rise  Garland,  Glascock,  J.  Graham,  Gniit,  Gn;, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrisoo,  Hawing 
Hayncs,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hablflj,  RoM 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  JsbeiiMbii^ 
Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  KtlgoM,  Kfiag- 
ensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Arphucd  Losu^ 
Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  Maitin,  Mi^t 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McCkllan,  McUlare,  McKii^ 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  MorgiBf  S.  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noyes,  Palmer,  P«i<^ 
Pannenter,  PattenMn,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pesrc^  ^ 
iPennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Phillips^  Pluner,  PM 
Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rtvei,  hMr 
son,  Rumsey,  Shefifer,  Charles  Shepard,  Shiekls,  She^ 
Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Stratton,  Tili^ 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey,  vt» 
wood.  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wegener,  Weeks,  A.  8.  WfcJ 
John  White,  Thomas  T.  Whittleeey,  8.  Wiiliann,  J.  w. 
Williams,  J.  L.  WUliaraa,  C.  H.  WiUiams,  Worthingl* 
Yell— 145. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  lo  tMOi- 
gative.  .     ^ 

Mr.  HAYNE8  then  moved  the  previous  qne8tioa,wlitf 
was  seconded :  Yeas  105,  nays  81 ;  and  the  maia  qw0m 
was  ordered  without  a  division. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  en  the  vm 
question,  which  wts  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  rppoiw 
by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  that  Messrs.  ^^'^^'^^''f^ 
Gholson  were  entitled  to  their  seats ;  which  werv  oideni 
and  were:  Yeas  118,  nays  101^  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  AtheitoD,  B|Wj 
Bierne^   Bicknell,    Birdsall,   Boon,    Bouldin,   ^'""^ 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambrelsngi  *^ 
Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Cbapman.  u* 
ley,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  C"*"*J 
Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Iw^ 
FarringtoD,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foeter,  Fiy,  (^"^ 
Glascock,  William  Graham,  Gmnt,  Gray,  Hali^  tWt 
mond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  n^ 
sey.  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Ingham,  T.  B.  J«<***v: 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jo"^-*2' 
ble,  Kilgoie,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  l^ 
Logan,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin, J|^> 
R.  McClellan, '  A.  McClelUuj,  McClure,  MciCim,  »Jr 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  MW"*] 
berg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmeot«f,  W' 
ter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Poljer.  w 
Prentiss,  Reilv,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sbefier,  »^ 
lor.  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer^  Stewart,  Taylor,  TWnw 
Titus,    Toucey,    Tumey,   Vail,   Vanderveer,  Wi««« 
Webster,  Weeks,  A.  8.  White.  T.  T.  Whittl«ey.  *^ 
W.  Williams,  Worthiogtoa^Ud. 


^17 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1218 


Oct.  4.  1837.] 


NcUional  Bank, 


[H.  OF  R. 


Nats — Menrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  John  W. 
^flen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Cal- 
booD,  John  Cslhoon,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Car- 
ter, Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Dnutoo,  Crockett,  Cnrtis,  Cuebing,  Darlington,  Daw- 
K»,  Diviea,  Deberry,  Dennte,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Swing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  Graves, 
Srennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hast- 
ings,  Htwe$,  Henry,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson, 
Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin, 
BamsonMifon,  Maory,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Meroer,  Milligan,  CaNary  Morris,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Psttoo,  Peaice,  Feck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Randolph, 
leed.  Rancher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Ramsey,  Russell, 
kwyer.  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepen],  Shields, 

K,  Slsde,  Southgate,  8unly,  8tratton,  Taliaferro, 
psoD,  Tiliinghast,  Tdand,  Towns,  Underwood,  J. 
While,  £.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  6.  WilUams,  J.  L. 
Wafians,  C.  H.  WiUiams,  Wise,  Yorke— 101. 

Bo  Mflwrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  were  declared  to  have 
ma  doljr  elected  members  of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress 
llB  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to 
bir  seats  on  this  floor. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


WiDKLSDAT,  October  4. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

After  transacting  some  preliminary  business,  the  House 
fnceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  following  resolution, 
IjpDrted  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the 
Ml  instant,  it  being  the  business  next  in  order : 
'  Raohed,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a  national  bank. 
^The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise  to 
~  the  resolution,  by  adding  thereto,  "  at  this  time, 
be  it  further  resolved,  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  es- 
a  national  bank  whenever  there  ia  a  clear  manifbs- 
of  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  such  a  measure." 
lb.  SERGEANT,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  pro- 
Mri  with  his  remarks  for  a  fsw  minutes,  when  he 
Nvttlto  refer  the  reeolution  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
ft  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GAMBRELENG  said  he  was  very  sorry  this  mo- 
in  «u  fubmitted  hj  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
I*  VBA  be  sensible  that  if  the  motion  he  now  made  pre- 
■faff  it  would  have  the  effiict  to  make  a  final  dispo- 
ilkm  of  tba  question  now  before  the  House.  The  Com- 
iittee  of  Ways  and  Means  felt  bound  to  present  this  ques- 
hn  bsAfe  the  House,  in  the  form  they  did,  in  conse- 
■Bce  of  the  memorials  referred  to  them  by  the  House, 
PTBig  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank.  In  pre- 
ig  it,  however,  they  did  not  anticipate  a  lengthy  dis- 
n.  It  was  supposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
that  the  nation  desired  to  know  what  course  this 
and  the  other  branch  of  Congress  intended  pursu- 
es this  question ;  and  they  had  submitted  this  resolu- 
10  order  that  gentlemen  might  be  brought  to  a  direct 
and  either  adopt  or  reject  the  resolution.  It  was  in- 
*  because  the  subject  had  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  they  considered  it  proper 
^  nation  should  understand  what  course  they  in- 
to pursoe  on  this  all-important  question.  He  hoped 
As  motion  to  commit  would  not  prevail,  as  there  was 
^  to  disenss  it  at  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
•  ADA  MB  asked  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
and  Means  if  there  had  not  been  referred  to  that 
sereral  petitions  and  memorials  from  various 
of  the  country,  praving  for  the  establishment  of  a 
ilbenk? 

GAMBRELENG  said  that  there  had  been  many 
meoiorials.     The  resolution  now  before  the  House 
framed  with  refeieiice  to  them. 

Yet.  XIV.— 76 


Mr.  ADAMS  would  further  ask  if  those  memorials  had 
been  read  in  committee  1 

Mr.  GAMBRELENG  replied  that  there  had  been  thirty 
or  forty  of  those  memorials  referred  to  that  committee, 
and  orderrd  to  be  printed — and  it  would  be  strange  if 
some  of  them  had  not  been  read  by  members  of  the  com  J 
mittee. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  understood,  from  the  ambiguous 
reply  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  the  memori- 
als ui  question  bad  not  been  read  in  the  committee  to 
which  they  had  been  referred. 

[After  a  short  pause,  and  no  reply  to  this  suggestion 
following  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,] 

Mr.  ADAMS  resumed.  What  state  of  facts,  he  would 
ask,  is  here  disclosed  !  Numerous  petitions  come  up  to 
this  House,  from  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  by  this 
House  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
they  are  not  even  read  by  that  committee !  But  a  reso- 
lution is  returned  to  us,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish 
a  national  bank !  Mr.  A.  would  signalize  this  as  another 
strong  instance  of  the  treatment  received  by  the  people  of 
the  country,  at  the  hands  of  this  Hoase.  What  right,  be 
would  demsnd,  what  pretence,  had  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  tell  this  House,  until  they  had  read 
and  carefully  considered  these  petitions,  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  grant  their  prayer  1  Here  Is  a  resolution,  pre- 
sented to  us,  predetermined  on,  without  hearing  the  peo- 
ple, without  condescending  to  read  their  petitions^  even  in 
committee.  Why  is  it  that  the  time  of  the  House  is  to  be 
wasted  at  this  special  session,  called  for  extraordinary  and 
peculiar  purposes,  to  the  consideration,  -exclusively,  of 
which  the  House,  by  solemn  vote,  have  restricted  them- 
selves, in  the  discussion  of  a  question  of  mere  expediency  ? 
Why  did  not  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  well 
report  against  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  war  in 
Florida,  when  already  the  blood  of  our  countrymen  has 
been  poured  out  like  water,  in  the  vain  pursuit  of  a  f^ 
wretched  savages,  who  could  not  be  found  ?  Why  did 
not  that  committee  report  that  it  was  inexpedient,  at  this 
tame,  to  make  a  debt  of  millions,  with  a  full  Treasury  t 
And  there  are  many  other  matters,  legislation  upon  which 
may  be  said  to  be  equally  « inexpedient."  Why  not 
Slake  these  the  subjects  of  a  report  t 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  whether  the  establishment  of  a  nation- 
al bank  is  expedient  or  inexpedient,  is  now  a  very  idle 
question,  in  the  agitstion  of  which  to  occupy  the  time  of 
this  House.     Had  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  upon  these  memorials^  been,  simply,  that  this 
House^  or  a  majority  of  it,  and  that  committee,  had  pre- 
decided  that  the  granting  of  their  nrayer  was  inexpedient, 
and  that  it  should  not  be  granted,  the  report  would  have 
been  more  consonant  with  reason  and  the  facts.  Why,  sir, 
said  Mr.  A.,  what  reason  ia  given  by  the  committee  for 
their  report  ?     Why  is  the  establishment  of  a  national 
bank  less  expedient  now  than  at  any  other  time  1     Why 
did  they  not  bring  in  a  resolution  declaring  it  to  be  inex- 
pedient even  to  pass  a  law  establishing  such  an  institution 
to  the  end  of  all  time  1     Why  not  bring  forward  such  a 
proposition  as  well  as  this,  and  equally  in^st  on  members 
**  toeing  the  mark,"  as  the  chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
took  occasion  to  request  me  to  do  1     Sir,  thw  would  be  as 
reasonable  a  proposition  as  the  other.     Does  that  gentle- 
man [Mr.   CiMaaxLiHo]  imagine  that  his  power  in  this 
House  is  to  last  forever  t     Sir,  I  acknowledge  his  powfr 
here  is  ▼ery  great,  at  present — but  when  he  calls  upon  me 
to  **  toe  the  mark,"  I  may  be  excused  for  refusing  to  do  so, 
as  his  «  mark"  w  not  a  straight  one ;  it  is  too  much  like 
what  we  Yankees  call  a  Yirginia  fence.     I  do  not  like  his 
**  mark,"  air,  it  is  too  crooked ;  and  he  cannot  expect  me 
to  ••  toe"  it  until  he  has  learned  to  draw  it*straight !   This 
is  not  the  time  for  those  who  are  friendly  to  a  national 
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bank,  ur,  to  bring  forward  a  propoaition  to  that  effeet,  and 
th^  will  not  probably  permit  anch  an  iasu«  to  be  prema- 
turely made  up  for  them  on  thia  floor* 

Sir,  cominaed  Mr.  ADAxa,  I  complain  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  I  complain  to  the  country,  air*  that  he 
ia  waating  the  time  of  thia  House  (which,  when  it  auita  hie 
pleaaure,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  detaining  here  till  after  mid- 
night) in  the  diacuasion  of  the  moat  friYoloua  reaolution 
ever  presented  in  any  legialative  body.  If  we  are  here  to 
diacnaa  what  is  inexpedient,  every  body  here  may  bring 
forward  a  reaolution  of  the  kind,  and,  instead  of  adjourn- 
ing on  the  16th  inatant,  we  may  remain  here,  discuaaiag 
vohat  wt  will  not  do,  until  the  Chriatmaa  of  next  year. 
Now,  air,  Uie  people  who  aent  ua  here  want  to  know,  not 
what  we  will  not,  but  what  we  will  do ;  and  thia  laat,  I 
am  afraid,  they  will  know  far  too  soon  for  their  interests. 

Mr.  Adams  then  expreased  his  concurrence  in  the  views 
of  hia  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bxkssavt,}  who  had 
moved  to  fetar  the  reaolution  under  conaideration  to  the 
Committee  «ef  the  Whole.  If  it  ia  to  be  debated,  that  is 
undoubtedly  '(he  proper  course  for  it  to  take.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Caxbbxlsvo]  would  bethink 
himaelf  of  it,  this  ia  not, a  queation  on  which  there  ia  not 
aomething  to  be  aaid  on  both  aidea.  Mr.  Adams  conclud- 
ed by  saying,  however,  that  he  preferred  that  the  discua- 
aion  ehoi^  not  be  continued,  at  thia  aesaion,  by  reason  of 
the  entire  abaenae  of  all  necessity  that  any  legislation  of 
the  kind  diould  now  be  had ;  and  he  moved  to  lay  the 
reaolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GAMBRKLBNG  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not 
make  thia  motion,  which  cut  off  all  reply,  after  making 
audi  an  attack  4ipon  him  aa  he  had  made. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  if  the  gen- 
tleman will  renew  it  when  he  haa  done. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  certainly  could  not  do  thia. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Well,  then,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
unconditionally,  ao  the  gentleman  may  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  relying. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  the  gentleman  from  Maaaa- 
chttsetta,  ||Mr.  Adamb,]  with  hia  accoatomed  oourteay, 
had  been  kind  enough  to  apeak  of  his  (Mr.  C's)  "  xig-sag'* 
course.  He  little  expected  the  gentleman  to  make  that 
charge.  Mr.  C.  thought  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  not  have  al- 
luded to  a  point  which  waa  ao  vefy  tender  to  aome  gen- 
tlemra,  perhapa  on  both  aides.  The  gentleman,  contin- 
ued Mr.  0.,  haa  aJloded  to  my  **  aig-zag"  courae,  and 
aaid  that  I  did  not  walk  in  a  alraight  line.  Sir,  I  have 
been  a  member  of  thia  Houae  for  seventeen  y^ars,  and  be- 
fore I  waa  a  member  I  waa  an  advocate  oi  the  broadest 
doctrinca  of  free  trade,  and  «f  thoae  doctiinea  aet  forth  at 
large  in  the  meaeage  uf  the  Ffeaident ;  doctrines  which  the 
South  have  uniformly  auatained  and  supported.  I  have 
been  obliged,  sir,  from  necessity,  to  make  thia  brief  allu- 
aion  to  my  own  course,  in  consequence  of  the  extraordi- 
nary attack  of  tho  gentleman  from  Maaaachusetta. 

Sir,  it  ia  perfedly  weU  known,  at  least  to  aome  mem- 
bera,  that,  upon  thia  bank  queation — upon  the  tariff  quea- 
tion—and  upon  the  ittteiference  of  this  Federal  Govern- 
ment, or  State  Legiaiaturee,  with  the  affaira  of  trade  and 
money,  I  have  been  uniform  and  consiatent,  and,  after  aev^ 
entcen  years,  I  have  the  pleaaure  to  find  myaelf  surround- 
ed by  gentlemen  from  every  part  of  the  Union  advocating 
the  aame  doctrinea  I  advocated  before  I  waa  a  member  of 
this  House. 

Sir,  in  alluding  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
the  other  day,  I  did  it  in  a  pleasant  manner,  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  provoking  an  attack  upon  me.  The  gen- 
tleman had  alluded  to  the  proposition  now  submitted  to 
the  nation  and  to  Congresa— I  mean  the  propoaition  to  sep- 
arate the  a&irs  of  this  Government  and  our  Treasury  from 
all  connexion  with  banks.  In  alluding  to  that  propoai- 
tion, he  had  reference  to  the  published  opinion  of  the  gen- 


tleman, who  doubted  whether  the  President  had  theoogq| 
to  propoae  it ;  and  if  he  had  the  courage  to  do  so»  the|» 
tleman  left  ua  in  some  doubt  whether  he  would  fadpla 
out  of  the  difficulty. 

Now  I  had  hoped  the  gentleman  would  hate  fpm  i 
hia  aid  on  that  bill—and  why  1  Because  I  do  aot  liiii 
the  gentleman  would  vote  for  a  proposition  to  incoipai 
an  aasociation  of  counterfeitera ;  because  I  coqU  not  m 
pose  it  possible  that  the  gentleman  could  denouoce  lU  ■ 
preaidenta,  caahiera,  and  directora  of  all  the  banki^  tndil 
terwarda  come  here  and  vote  for  an  aaaociation  of  eouli 
feitera.  The  gentleman  told  ua  in  that  letter  dnt  I 
doubted,  aa  well  he  might,  the  expediency  of  «[ 
any  bank  of  discount  aa  an  agent  of  (he  Gott 
Now,  there  is  no  Government  upon  earth  which  <^ 
a  bank  of  discount.  Even  the  Bank  of  Englsnd  iiMn 
bank  of  discount,  according  to  its  practice  or  Iti  otftfii 
tion ;  not  a  bank  of  commercial  diacount  upon  the  pin  i 
banka  in  thia  country.  The  public  moneys  are  bo(  pa 
mitted  to  be  employed  in  commercial  discounts,  tobiai 
denly  withdrawn.  Sir,  I  roae  merely  to  remind  Ihi  M 
tleman  that  on  theae  queationa  I  wished  him  to  mm 
doubt — to  toe  the  mark  on  the  reaolution  against  cbiKil 
a  national  bank. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  was  somewhat  astonished  tbit  I 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Sbboxabt,]  iAv  < 
cupying  the  time  of  the  Houae  on  three  different  ooni^ 
during  the  morning  hour,  ahould  move  to  comaot  tk  ■ 
olution  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  en  the  "l^^ 
Union.  If  he  could  believe  for  a  moment  thstnji^ 
could  reault  from  it,  he  would  not  interpoae  the  i 
be  now  made ;  but,  ao  far  aa  this  question  was 
it  appeared  to  him  that  every  gentleman  had  tfiBll 
fair  opportunity  offered  him  of  making  known  hii^ ' 
to  the  House  aud  to  his  oonatituenta,  in  rebUioD  toi' 
tablishment  uf  a  national  bank,  in  Committee  (tf 
Whole,  on  the  billa  beibre  that  committee.  Thii  ^ 
the  caae,  he  waa  aurpiiaed  that  the  gentleman  shooUi 
made  the  motion  af)(er  he  had  finished  his  own  resa^ 
It  waa  alao,  he  thought,  very  extraordinary  that  tJM^ 
tleman  from  Massachuaetts  diould  have  noiade  the  BNJ 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  after  a  similar  w^ 
had  been  rejected  by  a  laiige  minority  of  the  Hoqm>  1 
hoped  the  motiop  to  commit  might  not  prefiil,  beM 
we  had  but  aome  eight  or  ten  days  to  determijieoo  alii 
great  questions  beibre  the  House ;  i^d  the  oioniinghff 
he  took  it,  waa  aa  much  time  aa  could  be  aet  apiit  i^ 
ly  for  the  diacussion  of  thia  reaolution.  GentkiDea  oM 
diacuaa  thia  queation  during  the  morning  hour,  tnd  |l 
who  desired  to  give  their  views  on  the  subject  of  a  kj 
at  any  other  time,  could  do  ao  on  the  biUa  undet  dN 
sion  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  New  York,  animadverted  with  4 
particularity  on  the  charge  adduced  by  Mr.  Ababm 
the  numeroua  petitiona  referred  to  the  Committee  of  ^ 
and  Means  on  the  aubject  of  the  eatabliahment  of  a  Ua 
Statea  bank  had  not  been  read  in  committee.  Thertj 
no  reason  why  they  should  have  been  read.  Thail 
tenta  were  well  known.  The  country  waa  naussatsdl 
them.  The  contents  of  them  were  fiuniliar  to  the  i^ 
"aa  household  words."  He  hoped  the  Comrahl^ 
Ways  and  Meana  had  not  waated  their  valuable  tifl| 
reading  them.  The  people  were  well  enough  awaiedl 
trouble  already  cauaed  to  the  country  by  the  United  ft 
Bank,  and  did  not  intend  it  should  again  be  estsbid 
General  Jackson  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  harpod 
monater,  and — 

The  SPEAKER  here  interposed,  and  obaerfedtb^ 
question  roust  not  now  be  discussed  on  ita  merits. 

Mr.  CLARK  regretted  that  he  ahould  have  tranagn 
the  atrict  rulea  of  order,  and  would  refrain  from  do^ 
He  hoped  that  the  motion  to  refer  would  not  prevfll 
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|it  the  genUenian  from  Penii«ylvuua  [Mr.  Sjebosavt] 
'  ~  be  permitted  to  go  on^  as  he  had  commenced,  anu 


hii  remarks  daring  the  morning  hour,  and  that  other 
might  have  the  same  opportunity  of  going  on 
pitli  the  diicassion. 

'  Mr.  ROBERTSON,  of  Va.,  said  that  the  chairman  of 
fm  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  brought  forward 
nt  of  the  most  important  questions  that  could  possibly 
An  beeo  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
fins  dsji  were  yet  left  of  the  session,  and  it  was  proposed 

0  coDfiiie  the  debate  on  that  question  to  a  single  hour  in 
fee  BMRsing  of  each  of  those  days.  Now,  did  the  gentle- 
|tD  [Mr.  Cambkumo]  intend  that  it  should  be  debated, 

1  that  s  vote  should  be  taken  on  it  without  debate  ?  U 
■  former,  then  he  hoped  that  gentleman  would  comply 
U  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ssboxaitt  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
pM  of  the  Whole,  or  consent  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  or 
^OMtpone  it  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Xr.  WISE  concurred  with  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Robsbt- 
fM,)  What,  asked  he,  were  we  call^  here  to  do  ?  To 
^niet  and  digest  some  plan  for  ordering  a  system  of 
oe  for  the  country.  There  were  three  conflicting 
before  the  country  and  the  House  for  this  purpose, 
diog  from  three  distinct  parties.  The  first  was  that 
the  administration,  to  establish  a  sub-Treasury  system ; 
I  this  measure  is  brought  forward  in  positive  terms,  and 
wdsnti  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  conaidera- 
The  other  branch  of  the  administration  party,  (call- 
VB  oottenratiTes»)  to  which,  he  had  been  told,  on  his 
eoning  here,  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
:,]  who  had  just  spoken,  belonged,  had  also  pre- 
taeir  scheme,  by  the  hands  of  one  of  their  number, 
'.  J.  Gmuaitii,]  his  colleague.  This,  too,  was  pre- 
'  in  a  posititive  form,  and  had  also  been  referred  to  the 
tee  of  the  Whole.  And  now,  Mr.  W.  would 
why,  in  like  manner,  the  system  of  the  thinl  party 
not  by  any  means  the  most  inconsiderable  in  point 
of  nnmbeiB  or  intelligence,  (larger  in  fact  than  either 
otheis,  taken  severally,)  why  their  plan  alone  was 
forward  by  its  opponents  in  a  negative  shapes  and 
gainst  as  <<  inexpedient  t"  Not  only  now,  but 
**  inexpedient  V  Why,  he  would  asl^  was  that 
akme  coofined  to  the  morning  hour  1  Why  were 
ift  the  planf  taken  together,  reported  together,  or  dis- 
'  together  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  pre- 
a  pert  of  the  grand  question  upon  finance 
|v  befna  (he  country  1  The  friends  of  a  national  bank 
waitiBf  for  <<  the  moving  of  the  waters;*'  they  were 
n§dj  to  bring  forward  their  plans  in  a  positive  form ; 
U  no  notion  of  standing  iq>  for  the  purpose  of  being 
down. 
House  has  been  entertained  with  the  old  story  of 
th#  monster ;  and  the  monster,  like  Lazarus  in 
fmve^  *'not  dead,  but  sleeping^"  was  again  to  be 
to  lifoi,  fi)r  the  purpose  of  once  more  being  killed. 
alreMly  been  sp  oden  killed,  that  the  trick  is  at 
stale  for  rapetition.     This  Mr.  Wisx  described  as 

to  raise  a  fallen  issue. 
CAMBRELENG  called  the  gentleman  to  order, 
to  know  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was 
the  ezdosive  privilege  of  spesking  upon  what  sub- 
pleased,  under  the  motion  before  the  House. 
8PEAKEB  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
had  perhaps  beao  on  the  verge  of  transgressing 
ndss  of  order :  when  he  should  do  so  in  reality,  he 

oeitainly  be  checked  liy  the  Chair. 

.  WISE  lemuned  the  floor.    The  gentleman  from 

Ivania,  who  had  o|^osed  this  resolution,  [Mr«  Sim- 

,]  would  certainly  not  have  brought  forward  a  poai- 

fropoaittoD  in  fiivor  of  the  establishment  of  a  United 

bank  ai  this  session  of  Congrtss.     It  had  been 

forward  in  e  n^fti^e  form  l^  the  committee.    It 


was  a  conflicting  interest,  and  should  be  examined  like  the 
rest;  not  an  hour  a  day  in  the  morning  exclusively. 
What,  he  would  ask,  was  the  object  of  making  ^uch  a  dis- 
position of  the  subject  1  It  was,  to  keep  it  within  the 
power  of  the  party  thvre,  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  should 
at  any  moment  think  fit,  and  in  the  most  summary  mode 
of  execution.  To  hold  up  to  the  countiy  that  there  was 
no  hope  to  the  friends  of  a  United  States  b«nk. 

The  SPEAKER  here  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  that  he  was  not  strictly  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  that  it  was  perfectly  in  order  to 
discuss  the  objects  for  which  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  wished  to  keep  the  question  in 
the  House  without  a  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 
The  CHAIR  assented  to  this  proposition,  and 
Mr.  WISE  proceeded.  The  object  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  is  to  strangle  the  issue,  to  make  the  pretence 
that  the  friends  of  the  establishment  of  a  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  struggling  to  attain  that  object  now,  and 
that  they  had  been  overpowered  in  their  attempt  by  a  ma- 
jority here.  It  was  an  instance  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  always  been  treated. 
Here,  in  the  House,  the  resolution  cannot  be  discussed ; 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  it  certainly  can,  in  all  ita 
bearings.  There  it  could  be  debated  before  the  country, 
and  ^ere  it  could  be  shown  whether  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  could  possibly  compare,  in  monstrosity,  with  the 
project  now  presented  by  the  administration.  There  is  a 
large  and  intelligent  interest  in  this  country  (whether  larger 
than  ita  opposers  or  not,  it  matters  not)  in  favor  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  national  bank,  and  they  had  an  equal 
right  to  be  heard,  candidly,  and  with  the  same  circum- 
stances of  deliberation  as  the  rest — an  equal  right  to  fair 
play.  If  the  sub-Treasury  plan,  and  the  conservative 
scheme,  have  a  free  discussion  by  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  that  of  this  large  and  respectable  interest  has  cer- 
tainly an  equal  right  to  such  discussion,  and  he  trusted  it 
would  have  it. 

Mr.  BYNUM  rose  to  address  the  House,  when 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  for  the  orders  of  the  day, 
which  were  taken  up,  the  House  resolving  itself  into  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Co  won  in  the  chair.) 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Cobvoh  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  "  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing of  Treasury  notes.*' 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  substitute  of  Mr. 
Rbbtt. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  rose  and  said,  that  he  felt  his  position  at 
this  moment  te  be  one  requiring  a  word  of  explanation. 
When>  on  Saturday,  it  was  supposed  the  debate  on  this 
bill  would  be  urged  forward,  gentlemen,  whose  standing  in 
the  House  gave  them  an  undoubted  priority  of  claim  to  the 
floor,  felt  unwilling  to  proceed,  at  the  close  of  an  exhaust- 
ing week,  and  with  no  opportunity  for  that  arrangement 
whi(^  lends  additional  force  to  the  strongest  arguments. 
He  had,  therefore,  agreed,  at  the  moment,  to  present  th« 
remarks  he  had  to  offer,  not  deeming  them  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  be  held  over  for  a  similar  purpose.  A  motion 
to  adjourn  had  prevailed ;  but  ho  now  found  himself,  by 
the  courtesy  of  those  gentlemen,  still  in  the  front  rank,  to 
which  he  had  assuredly  no  claim,  and  which,  without  this 
apology,  it  might  well  be  deemed  presumptuous  on  his  part 

to  occupy. 

Had  he  proceeded  on  Saturday,  the  impulse  of  the  mo- 
ment (Mr.  B.  said)  would  probably  have  led  him  to  ani- 
madvert, at  consideTable  length,  on  the  singular  circum- 
stancea  under  which  the  present  hill  had  been  introduced. 
The  bill  first  taken  up  was  denounced  as  a  measure  of  rev- 
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enue,  originating  in  the  Senate,  and,  of  eonrae,  an  Inva- 
sion of  the  constitutional  privilegea  of  this  House.  In- 
stead of  discussing  a  question  of  such  deep  interest  to  the 
people,  it  had  received  the  go-by ;  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^'  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  had  hastily  got  up  a  new  bill  as  a  substitute. 
The  constitutional  objection  was  treated  with  levity.  Mr. 
John  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  had  remarked  that  the  time 
was  rapidly  approaching  when  members  on  this  floor  would 
be  called  to  order  for  quoting  the  constitution.  If  that 
period  had  not  actually  arrived,  we  seemed  near  it,  when 
reliance  on  the  constitution  was  treated  as  a  '*  technical" 
objection,  and  as  a  teasing  obstruction  in  the  way  of  the 
majority.  All  the  mischief  against  which  the  constitution 
intended  to  guard  had  already  been  done  by  this  prema- 
ture action  of  the  Senate.  To  withdrew,  then,  the  bill, 
with  a  view  to  cut  off  discussion,  was  only  to  snatch  from 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people  an  opportunity 
of  formally  protesting  against  an  encroachment  upon  their 
province.  Perhaps,  however,  as  much  good  would  be  ef- 
fected by  the  spectacle  of  that  hasty  wi^drewal  as  by  the 
most  extended  discussion.  The  people  would  not  fail  to 
mark  and  resent  it. 

In  entering  (Mr.  B.  said)  on  his  duties  as  a  member  of 
this  House,  he  had  done  so  with  a  fixed  determination  to 
be  drawn  into  no  merely  factious  opposition  to  those  who 
administered  the  Government.  But  it  was  undeniable,  in 
the  high  state  of  credit  which  this  country  enjoyed,  at  home 
and  abroad,  that  any  method  of  pledging  that  credit  in  con- 
stitutional form  will  effect  the  desired  object  with  equal 
certainty  and  promptitude.  If,  then,  the  administration, 
has  resorted  to  a  method  which  is  most  liable  to  exception ; 
which,  in  its  example,  is  most  dangerous ;  which  would, 
in  all  probability,  be  the  least  productive  and  the  moct  bur- 
densome ;  which  would  tend  to  disguise  from  the  people 
their  real  condition  and  liabilities,  then  he  felt  not  merely 
at  liberty,  but  bound  to  resist  it,  and  to  turn  the  Govern- 
ment round  to  a  method  direct,  advantageous,  and  unex- 
ceptionable. 

He  would  make  a  preliminary  remark.  The  late  Pres- 
ident, General  Jackson,  had  proclaimed  to  the  whole  world 
that  the  bill  before  us  is  unconstitutional,  and,  if  passed, 
will  not  bind  the  faith  of  the  nation.  lu  his  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Globe,  dated  Hermitage^  S8d  of  July,  1887, 
he  says : 

*'  I  hope  no  Treasury  notes  will  be  issued.  The  Treas- 
ury drafts  upon  actual  depoMtes  are  constitutional,  and  do 
not  partake  of  paper  credits  as  Treasury  notes,  which  are 
subject  to  depreciation  by  the  merchants,  and  banks,  and 
shavers,  and  broken ;  and  will  be,  if  issued ;  and  the  Gov- 
ernment cannot  avoid  it.  Different  must  it  be  with  Treas- 
ury drafts  drewn  upon  actual  depositee ;  and,  ftom  the  con- 
duct of  the  banks  and  the  merchants,  they  deserve  no  favora 
from  the  Government,  which  they  have  attempted  to  dis- 
grace, and  to  destroy  its  credit  both  at  home  and  abroad." 

Now,  sir,  does  this  bill  profess  to  authorize  drafts  on 
actual  depositee  in  the  Treasury,  or  notes  to  be  discounted 
by  merchants,  banks,  shavers,  and  brokers  ?  The  title  is 
«  A  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  and 
the  President  and  Secretary  are  empowered  to  make  the  best 
bargain  they  can  with  these  merchants,  banks,  shavers, 
and  brokers,  provided  not  more  than  six  per  cent,  be  al- 
lowed. Does  any  one  pretend  to  deny  that  they  encounter 
the  full  denunciation  of  Generel  Jackson  as  unconstitution- 
all  He  holds,  distinctly,  that  the  power  to  borrow  money 
docs  not  embrace  the  issue  of  this  kind  of  paper. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  will  readily  believe  that  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  push  to  an  extreme  my  faith  in  the  ac- 
curacy of  General  Jackson's  opinions  on  constitutional 
points.  That  is  not  the  question.  Is  it  not  undeniable 
that  such  opinions  are  held  by  many,  and  will  ezerdae  a 
wide  influence  1    The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Way* 


and  Means  tells  us  that  these  notes  are  to  find  their  i 
place  in  London ;  in  other  words,  this  is  a  new  fomt 
loan  to  the  United  States  firom  the  detested  Bsringi.  " 
ought,  then,  to  have  a  clear  and  indisputable  credit  i 
those  who  have  been  soured  and  alarmed  at  being  m  I 
held  up  as  persons  whom  it  is  meritorious  to  cheat, 
they  happen  to  live  en  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic 
it  be  remembered,  too,  that,  in  discussing  the  piol:  ' 
of  the  Supreme  Court  declaring  a  certain  charter  ni 
tutional,  great  reliance  was  placed  on  the  fact  that  ti 
majority  of  the  present  judges  had  been  ai^intedl^l 
erel  Jackson.  If  those  judges  should  adopt  his  apm 
the  present  case,  what  a  fraud  is  to  be  practised  on  tbt] 
chasers  of  this  paper !  Theae  are  mattere  which 
remain  unknown  in  that  great  mart  of  the  world, 
rival  stocks  are  perpetually  struggling  for  precedence, 
sir,  is  it  not  possible  that  the  agent  for  the  Smiihi 
bequest,  in  one  of  those  fluctuations  of  mood  to  wlodift 
seems  subject,  may  republish,  with  a  prefiuse^  the  kHtf^ 
General  Jackson  to  Mr.  Blair,  as  he  did  a  oerttio  4M 
letter,  with  a  view  to  shake  public  confidence  in  ao  Afll 
ican  stock  1  * 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  other  chjections  to  diis  b3L  J 

No  one  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  tlinkd 
commencement  of  a  new  national  debt.  But  it  vein 
mask  to  conceal  ita  hideous  countenance.  IflTithwbatif 
turous  joy  did  the  people  hail  their  escape  from  the  M 
load  !  Abundant  gratitude  was  claimed,  on  that  oecif^ 
for  General  Jackson ;  though  it  ww  the  result  of  dmnM 
matured  long  before,  and  retarded,  rather  than  i^^ 
by  the  increased  expenditures  of  his  adminivtntioB.  TM 
is  plainly  now  a  trembling  timidity — a  morbid  fetr- 
ao  much  false  boasting,  to  lay  bare  the  fact  thst  the  I 
stop  of  the  present  administration  is  to  civatsti 
debt  Is  it  right,  sir,  that  the  representativrs  of  the  | 
should  co-operate  in  an  effort  to  mislead  the  people ! 
many  of  our  constituents  are  aware  of  the  troe 
and  operation  of  this  bill  1  Is  it  not  proper  that  they  i 
be  instantly  aroused,  so  that,  at  the  polls,  they  mtjli 
at  once  to  exercise  their  right  of  claiming  from  candid 
a  pledge  of  rigid  economy  ?  How  is  this  debt  to  be  p 
off?  Does  any  body  suppose  that  the  present  enwioi 
paper  will  render  more  available  the  notes  of  brokea^ 
which  constitute  our  present  resource  t  On  the  oontm] 
it  will  only  cause  their  still  further  depreciatioD.  Yoa^ 
not  be  able  to  force  them  even  upon  the  revolotionii?  V^ 
sioners  and  the  laboren  in  your  service.  Tbsy  vriUpw 
a  total  loss  to  the  holders,  as  was  the  case  when  the  ^ 
tickets  of  irresponsible  individuals  were  aupereededlrfi 
paper  ticketa  of  corporations.  Sir,  this  thing  muit  ew 
direct  taxes.  The  necessity  may  be  shufSed  off  bf^ 
emissions,  but  will  come  at  last  with  all  ita  accumnbA 
Disguise  the  matter  aa  you  may,  these  ten  millions  j 
eventually  have  to  be  paid  out  of  the  aoii.  Unless  thep 
pie  are  aroused,  and  take  the  matter  into  their  own  )m 
the  time  will  speedily  come  when  every  fiirmer,  in  prtri 
ing  for  his  corp,  must  run  one  furrow  for  hine»  < 
the  next  for  the  tax-gatherer.  Viewing  the  mstter  4 
on  party  grounds,  how  is  it  that  an  administration,  pM| 
to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  General  Jackaon,  begini 
career  by  creating  a  debt  of  ten  millions,  in  a  mode  «l| 
Greneral  Jackson  has  denounced  as  dangerous  and  lofll 
stitntional  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  ever  been  a  subject  of  regret  I 
astoniahment  that  our  mode  of  nisitig  money  is  one  i 
invites  prodigality  and  extravagance,  and  tends,  t 
speedily,  to  exhaust  our  credit  Our  wisest  statari 
have  warned  us,  over  and  over  again,  of  the  fatal  impd 
of  ever  incurring  a  debt,  without,  at  the  same  tiBK;i  1 
viding  a  specific  fund  for  its  redemption. 

Even  during  the  late  war,  when  there  was  a  ^ped 
to  pat  every  tlong  at  ride,  in  ■datalning  the  coootry, « 
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M  knUof  to  coDieqaeneM,  you  will  find  that  the  voioe 

e^aigidoas  men  wm  raited  in  proteat  againat  thia  im- 
iNdenoe.  Thus,  in  the  debate  of  the  9th  of  April,  1814, 
iabject  of  Treaaoiy  notea,  a  patriotic  member  of  the 
of  Rapreaentativea,  Mr.  McKim,  uaed  thia  language : 
^f*Mr.  M^im  aaid  he  ahould  be  aorry  to  deny  to  the 
iMbmin  the  eoorteay  of  having  bis  reaolution  referred, 
felt  it  not  for  one  oonaideration.  If  the  gentleman  would 
M  to  kb  iBotion  a  propoaition  for  auch  further  tax  aa 
ipBiiki  be  neeemry  to  redeem  the  notea  when  they  be- 
IM  da^  ha  ahould  concur  in  hia  motion.  But  be  aaked 
fllieHoim  to  take  a  deliberate  view  of  thia  subject  before 
itjnktnA  the  reaolution.  If  there  waa  any  one  point 
I  which  Government  ahould  be  cautioua,  it  should  be  ita 
pfili  nd  a  regard  for  the  credit  of  the  Oovemment  would 
jlJQstify  the  ieraing  of  theae  hotea  without  providing  for 
pirndemptioD/' 

i^h  ^*  ^  SeeraUiy  of  the  Treaanry  himaalf,  in  hia 
^Btnport,  admita  the  importance  of  auch  a  proviaion : 
^0  ftmoaxion  with  the  ifaue  of  any  Treaaury  notea,  it 
IWieved  to  be  wiae  to  make  ample  proviaion  for  their 
l^aDd  final  ledemption." 

iWhy has  thia  been  neglected  1  Why  ia  it  that  Con- 
"■riiall  grmt  money  with  reckleaa  precipitation,  omit- 
'the  preciotiona  againat  abuae  which  even  an  executive 
arhaipoiDtedoutt 
[llr.  B.  aid  ha  could  not  forbear  to  preaa  upon  the  Houae 
P  aaruBf  of  the  firat  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treaaury,  aa  to 
poiiWB  of  paper  money  by  tbia  Government: 
'^TbeemittiDg  of  paper  money  by  the  authority  of  the 
nment  ia  wiaely  prohibited  to  the  individual  8tatea  by 
ktttioQtl  oauatitution,  and  the  apirit  of  that  prohibition 
J^  Dot  to  be  disregarded  by  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
IStatei.  Though  paper  emiaaiona,  under  a  general  an- 
%>  night  have  aome  advantagaa  not  applicable,  and 
«<«  6on  some  diaadvantagea  which  are  applicable, 
bke  cmiision  by  the  8tatea  aeparately,  yet  they  are 
iMtaie  BO  liable  to  abuae,  and,  it  may  even  be  affirmed, 
Main  flf  being  abuaad,  that  the  wisdom  of  Grovemment 
I W  ihown  in  never  tniating  itaelf  with  the  nae  of  ao  ae- 
^  and  dangeroua  an  expedient"  <*  The  atamping  of 
W  i<  tn  operation  ao  much  eaaier  than  the  laying  of 
^that  a  Government  in  the  practice  of  paper  emisaiona 
^'MUioalj  foil,  in  any  auch  emergency,  to  indulge  itaelf 
H^Ar  in  the  employment  of  that  reaource,  to  avoid  aa 
^  vpoaaible  one  leae  auapicioua  to  preaent  popularity." 
^nin,  w,  jeufind  plainly  diacloaed  to  ua  the  real  motive 

t^J^*^  (9  Government  paper.     Itia  ('leaa  auapicioua 
^""'i' popularity  to  adopt  a  course  which  would  compel 
Jf^^  ^  pmse  and  to  reflect  upon  the  folly  and  impoa- 
F  »>t  have  brought  ua  to  our  preaent  condition." 
J^^  ^9  prepared  to  run  over  again  a  career  of  im- 
,  1™^  withoat  the  ahadow  of  a  pretext,  and  againat 
|ws  ksnns  of  wisdom  and  experience  1     Sir,  the  pre- 
trnsi  affind  little  aoope  fiw  ambition,  or  reward  for  the 
o>  office.     But  thia  adminiatration  baa  put  aside, 
^^w,  temporary,  and  aelftsh  conaidentions^  an 
^^^7  of  earning  the  laatiog  gratitude  of  posterity, 
l^^^g  a  great  civil  triumph,  bv  placing  thia  matter 
."■^bssis. 

L\J^  I  repeat,  ia  now  the  fund  mainly  looked  to,  for 

memptiun  of  theae  Treaaury  noteel     Why,  air,  the 

"■■^ieh  we  hold  on  broken  banka^  and  the  vague  hope 

"^  will  grow  better  during  the  next  year,  in  which 

|*»jpiiag  to  wage  a  war  of  extermination  against  theae 

No^  air!    There  ia  not  the  leaat  hope  or 

of  aid  from  that  quarter.    It  ia  perfectly  wall 

^t  the  only  claim  to  credit  which  theae  notea 

*  i>  the  fact,  that  they  conatitute  a  Ken  on  every 

of  real  aatala  in  the  coontry,  and  mnat  be  diachargid 

^  *j^  hard  labor  of  the  country.     But  the  adminiatra^ 

"^duwDotackiiowlads^thiatothepMfle.    Itdoeanot 


feel  atrong  enough  to  do  ao.  Concealment  ta  neceasary. 
For  thia  very  reaaon,  air,  I  reaiat  the  project.  I  aay  to  the 
admlnutration,  come  out  fairly  and  openly,  ao  that  the 
people  may  aee  what  ia  before  them ;  do  thia,  and  I  will 
cheerfully  co-operate  with  you. 

In  continuing  hia  remarka,  Mr.  B.  said  it  had  been  the 
dhdarstandiog  of  the  Houae,  that  each  of  the  measures^ 
propoaed  by  the  adminbtralion,  brought  under  review  all 
the  topica  connected  with  the  preaent  state  of  the  country. 
Whilst  calling  for  the  previoua  question  on  the  poatpone- 
ment  bill,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meana  [Mr.  Cam BXSLXHe]  had  juatified  that  harah  rae»- 
aure,  by  remarking  that  the  discussion  thua  arrreated  could 
be  renewed  upon  any  other  bill.  He  would  take  thia  occa- 
aion  to  advert  to  aome  remarka  which  had  been  made,  or 
rather  aaaertiona  haoardad,  towarda  the  cloae  of  that  debate, 
aa  to  the  past  condition  of  our  currency ;  a  reply  to  which 
had,  at  the  time,  been  cut  off. 

He  vraa  deeiroua,  at  the  outaet,  (Mr.  B.  aaid,)  of  guard- 
ing what  he  had  to  aay,  from  a  claim  to  either  more  or  leaa 
of  consideration  than  waa  ita  due.  He  had  never  exchange 
ed  a  line,  or  a  ayllable,  with  any  one  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  late  or  preaent  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  either  inatitution,  or  any  financial 
question.  Hia  opiniona  were  drawn  from  materiala  com- 
mon to  all,  but  to  the  courae  and  connexion  of  which  he 
had  naturally  been  led  to  give  a  careful  and  ateady  atten- 
tion. Thia  explanation  waa  proper,  becauae  he  had  been 
aaaailed,  in  the  official  paper  of  the  Government,  aa  the 
repreaentative  on  thia  floor  of  a  moneyed  corporation.  With 
regard  to  that  institution,  and  the  method  of  ita  adminiatra- 
tion, they  were  topica  within  the  acope  of  the  debate,  on 
which  each  member  muat  judge  of  the  extent  of  his  own 
obligations  to  decency  and  truth.  But  he  wouki  auffer 
no  reeponaible  person  to  inainuate  the  infamoua  calumny 
that  he  represented  here  aught  but  the  Inteaeata  of  hia  con- 
atituenta,  and  what  he  deemed  to  be  the  beat  intereata  of 
the  country. 

It  would  be  readily  believed,  by  thoae  who  peraonally 
knew  him,  that  it  waa  not  of  dioice  he  took  part  in  tbia 
diacusdon.  But  the  atation  he  now  held  forbade  him  to 
indulge  a  repugnance  that  in  private  life  waa  permissible. 
He  waa  here  not  to  conault  his  own  sensibilities,  but  to 
struggle  for  the  righto  of  others.  The  prosperity — nay  the 
daily  bread — of  thouaanda  of  hia  eonatituento  turned,  aa 
he  believed,  on  a  right  underatanding  <^4hia  momentoua 
aubject.  Whilat,  therefore,  a  aenae  of  what  waa  due  to 
the  Houae,  aa  wetl  aa  to  himaelf,  wouU  guard  againat  the 
intrusion  of  peraonal  feeling,  he  would  not,  on  the  other 
hand,  be  reatrained,  by  miaplaced  delicacy,  from  that  per- 
fect freedom  which  befitted  die  aole  repreaentative  of  a 
community  once  proaperoua  aaid  happy,  to  an  almoat  un- 
exampled extent,  but  now  aufiforing  aeverely  under  the 
calamity  that  had  overspread  the  land. 

Mr.  Chairman,  many  homiliea  have  been  read  to  ua  on 
the  neceaaity  of  conciliation  and  forbearance.  I,  air,  am 
one  of  those  to  whom  thia  language  ia  alwaya  acceptdda. 
We  are  not  here  to  wage  a  war  of  aarcaama.  All  remin*- 
iacencea  that  illuatrate  nothing,  and  terminate  only  in  ex- 
aaperntion,  may  well  be  diacarded.  Bet,  sir,  rely  upon  it, 
that  no  good  can  reault  from  abutting  our  eyea  to  the  paat. 
It  b  easy  to  aay  that  «hy-gonea  are  by-«onea."  The  in- 
famoua Colonel  Chartrea^  we  are  told,  ao  oonaded  himaelf 
on  hb  death-bed,  when  reminded  by  the  prieet  of  hia  enor* 
mitiaa.  But  eerioualy,  air,  if  we  are  ever  to  riae  above  the 
level  of  die  bmtea — ^if  man  be  tru^  deacribed  aa  a  being  look- 
ing before  and  afler^— if  the  leaaona  of -experience  are  not  al- 
waya to  be  written  in  water-— it  ia  only  from  9  calm  and 
leaolute  aurvey  of  the  cauaaa  which  have  led  to  our  f  >**ttt 
embanraasmenta,  that  we  can  draw  the  hope  of  extnaation, 
or  be  aecore  from  a  recurrence  of  the  calamity* 

There  if  one  great  topic,  however,  tbraataning  in  fofom 
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times  to  be  illimitable^  which  the  tupporten  of  the  admin- 
iitration,  and  the  PreaideDt  bimaelf»  now  despatch  in  a 
Tery  smnmarj  way.  I  allude,  of  coane,  to  the  ezdusiye 
metallic  corrency-  The  struggle  now  is^  who  shall  most 
effectually  clear  his  skirts  of  that  doctrin^-^who  shall  most 
strenuously  deny  his  master.  No  one  now  ffspiies  to  play 
the  part  of  Midas.  That  personage,  we  are  told»  was  for 
some  time  sucoessfal  in  concealing  his  long  ears.  They . 
were  at  length,  however,  detected,  and  rendered  him  the 
object  of  derision. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  soil  my  own  mind,  or  disgust 
the  House,  by  hunting  up  proof,  from  a  thousand  polluted 
sources,  that  this  is  the  cry  with  which  the  country  has  so 
long  rung  fiwm  side  to.  side.  Sir,  the  task  would  be  as 
nauseating  as  it  is  superfluous.  However  the  attempt  may 
b^  made  by  alarmed  politicians  to  veil  and  quali^  their 
projects,  the  people— the  people,  always  honest,  but  some- 
times led  astray — have  not  forgotten  the  process  of  delu- 
cdon.  They  well  know  that  this  cry  was  the  Marseilles 
hymn  of  the  promised  revolution.  Sir,  the  people  are  not 
so  stupid  as  is  thought  by  those  who  calculate  on  an  inex- 
haustible fund  of  gullibility.  They  see  not  only  that  their 
pockets  have  been  picked,  but  theur  understandings  outra- 
ged. Sir,  I  draw  the  happiest  augury  for  the  future,  from 
the  shame  and  indignation  of  many  who  have  been  the  far- 
thest misled-— «hame  at  their  own  folly ;  indignation  at  the 
desertion  of  their  leaders.  No  class  of  men  i»  now  better 
prepared  to  follow  where  patriotism  may  lead  than  those 
who  have  been  thus  turned  upon  and  rebuked  for  the  veij 
phrases  so  recently  put  into  their  mouths,  and  blazoned 
upon  their  banners. 

Yes,  sir !  All  eyes  are  now  opened  to  the  mingled  wick- 
edness and  folly  which  would  attempt  to  abolish  credit,  and 
to  denounce  all  those  who  trade  upon  it,  or  in  any  shape 
take  advantage  of  it.  What  but  Uiis  talismanic  word  has 
carried  forward  our  young  nation,  with  unparalleled  rapid- 
ity, in  the  career  of  greatness  ?  What  else  has  enabled 
those  whose  sole  possessions  were  stout  limbs,  steadiness, 
sobriety,  a  fair  moral  chariicter,  to  mortgage  all  these  in 
the  struggle  to  advance  themselves,  and  to  swell  thereby 
the  general  prosperity  1 

Sir,  it  is  not  a  little  curious  to  those  familiar  with  our 
colonial  history,  to  revert  to  the  early  warfare  upon  that 
system. 

Whilst  we  were  in  subjection  to  Great  Britain,  it  was 
the  settled  policy  of  the  manufacturers  and  merchants  of 
that  country  to  repress  the  adventurous  spirit  of  America, 
and  to  render  our  labor  strictly  subordinate  to  their  imme- 
diate and  narrow  purposes.  Let  me,  at  the  hasard  of 
proving  tedious,  illustrate  what  I  mean  by  a  few  references. 
As  early  as  1717,  you  will  find  on  the  journals  of  the 
House  of  Commons  the  following  eiUry : 

'*  A  petition  of  ironmasters,  ironmongers^  cutlers,  free- 
holders,  nailers,  smiths,  and  artificers,  in  the  iron  manu- 
facture, living  in  the  town  of  Birmingham,  In  the  county 
of  Warwick,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting 
forth  that,  should  there  be  encouragement  given  to  the 
making  and  manufacture  of  iron  in  any  plantation  belong- 
ing to  his  Majesty's  dominions,  it^wiil  certainly  tend  to  the 
min  of  the  iron  trade  of  this  kingdom,  which  employs 
great  numbers  of  people.  The  greatest  consumption  of 
our  hron  manufactures  is  now  sent  abroad  to  the  planta- 
tions, which,  if  they  have  encouragement,  will  have  no  oo^ 
casion  for  our  assistance ;  and  the  iron  works  of  the  nation 
must  be  totally  ruined  for  want  of  employment  for  the  poor." 

Again,  in  the  year  1736,  is  the  following  entry : 

**  A  petition  of  sundry  ironmasters  and  ironmongers,  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  many  others,  trading  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's plantations  in  America,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  setting  forth  that  the  inhaUtants  of  New  England 
have,  within  these  four  years,  erected  several  forges  and 
slitting  m&Is»  and  do  annually  m«ke  a  great  deal  of  bar 


iron,  and  manufacture  the  said  iron  into  azei^  iiai]% 
sundry  other  species ;  and  do  now  not  only  sopp^ 
selves  Vith  great  part  of  their  nails  and  iron  ware,  bui 
port  great  quantities  to  many  other  of  his  Majesty's 
ttons,  to  the  great  decay  and  prejudice  of  the  iron  I  _ 
this  kingdom,  which  at  this  time  employs  more  pflO|i% 
especially  of  the  poor  laborious  sort,  than  any  other 
that  of  the  woollen  manufacture  only  excepted ;  and  I 
unless  thsir  slitting  mills  are  destroyed,  and  also  some  sl^p 
put  to  their  manufacturing,  our  trade  must  soon  be  nMlf 
ruined,  and  great  numbers  of  people  employed  In  the  ■»» 
king  and  manufacturing  of  iron  will  be  unavoidably  dsfifr> 
ved  of  the  means  of  their  subsistence." 

In  the  same  year  is  another  petition : 

<*A  petition  of  sundry  ironmasters  and  ironm<mgii%; 
concerned  in  the  jron  manufactory,  of  the  county  of  W«> 
cester,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  other%  was  praseolift 
to  Uie  House  and  read,  setting  forth  that,  in  that  and  oA« 
adjacent  counties,  there  hss  long  been  estaUiabed  ike  j 
greatest  manufoctory  of  iron  in  this  kingdom ;  and  Aal  i 
their  manufactory  owes  its  origin  as  well  to  the  scrpenl  Sh^  | 
ges  erected  in  the  neighborhood,  for  making  bar  iron  sni»  \ 
able  to  particular  purposes,  as  to  the  great  plenty  of  pi 
ooal,  and  the  conveniency  of  the  Severn  for  exportatisBi 
and  that  their  trade  has  alwaya  increased  and  flooziahed  iil 
lately  in  proportion  to  the  American  plantations^  bot  aom 
greatly  declines  for  want  of  its  usual  demands ;  and  ttsf 
can  ascribe  this  to  nothing  but  the  making  of  iron  andiraa 
ware  in  that  part  of  the  world ;  and  that  many  of  their  si- 
Uflcers  and  workmen  have  of  Late  gone  o%  and  have  leoo- 
ved  themselves  thither,  as  it  is  to  be  feared.'* 

And  mark,  sir,  how  the  British  Parliament  seoonded  As 
policy.  I  take  instances  at  random.  In  the  year  ITSSaa 
act  was  passed  with  the  following  preamble :  "  Whamm 
the  art  and  mystery  of  making  hats  in  Great  Britain  hsdl 
arrived  to  great  pofection,  and  considerable  quantities  of 
hats  manufactured  in  this  kingdom  have  heretofore  been 
exported  to  his  Majesty's  plantations  or  colonies  in  Anwi* 
ca,  who  have  been  wholly  supplied  with  hats  (rom  Gicsl 
Britam ;  and  whereas  great  quantities  of  hata  hav«  of  kla 
years  been  made,  and  the  said  manufacture  is  dail^  increase 
mg  the  British  plantations  in  America,  and  is  from  thsnce 
exported  to  foreign  markets,  which  were  heretofore  auppial 
from  Great  Britain."  It  then  proceeds  to  enact  that^  aAcr 
the  29th  of , September,  1736,  no  hat,  dyed  or  undyed, 
finished  or  unfinished,  shall  be  put  on  botfd  any  veasd  or 
wagon,  with  a  view  of  its  being  exported  out  of  the  pro- 
vince, on  penalty  of  forfeiture,  and  of  a  fijue  of  J£600.  Na 
hat  maker  in  the  provinces  shall  have  more  than  two  ap- 
prentices at  a  time,  nor  shall  he  employ  a  journeyman  who 
had  not  served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years. 

Another  act  of  Parliament,  of  1750,  provides :  that  **  no 
mill  or  other  engine,  for  slitting  or  rolHng  of  iron,  or  any 
plating  forge  to  work  with  a  tilt-hammer,  or  any  fwnaes 
for  making  steel,  shall  be  erected  or  continued ;  aind  evoy 
snch  mill,  engine,  forge,  or  furnace,  shall  be  deemed  a 
common  nuisance,  to  be  abated  by  the  Governor  or  die 
comj|aander-in-chiei  of  the  forces,  within  thirty  daya  ate 
information  given.*' 

The  colonies  were  compelled  to  maintain  expensive 
agencies  in  London  to  guard  against  unceasing  efibrts  to 
strike  at  their  ad vanemg  prosperity,  by  inusting  on  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  currency.  Take  an  example  from  the 
journal  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  1751. 

*<A  petition  of  Robert  Charley  B<»4<»  agent  for  his 
Majes^s  colony  of  New  York  in  America,  vras  praaented 
to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth  that  the  said  colony, 
and  several  others  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  the  eontineal 
in  America,  have  enjoyed  for  many  years  past,  and  do  now 
enjoy,  the  benefit  of  a  paper  ercdil  rendered  absolutaly  ne» 
cessary  from  the  want  of  gold  and  silver  aiifScient  for  tbs 
tilde  and  oirciuQst^yioes  of  sudi  goloniea." 
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The  petition  sUtM  that  this  paper  credit  has  '*  excited 
i^Qstiy,  has  proved  a  necessary  and  useful  medium  of 
ilde,  aod  his  enabled  the  said  colonies  to  provide  for  the 
Utoeeof  widely  extended  frontiers."  It  adds:  "that 
ke  aid  bill  depending  in  the  House,  should  the  same  pasfe 
Ito  a  law,  will  essentially  alter  the  nature  and  quality  of 
k  paper  credit  of  America,  to  the  gnrievons  hurt  of  indi- 
iiiuali^  the  disappointment  of  the  public  service,  and  con- 
bion  in  aO  manner  of  dealings." 

Thoi^  lir,  you  see  that  eighty-six  years  ago  a  prayer  was 
lifted  acroM  the  Atlantic  from  that  city,  whose  memorial 
0  a  like  e&d  has  just  heen  laid  upon  your  table  by  the 
loooraUe  gentleman  on  my  right,  [Mr.  Hoffxait.]  The 
PlppliaUioo  then  was  addressed  to  a  foreign  Legislature  sit- 
IK  at  Westminster.  It  was  successful  in  averting  the 
|isteiisd  calamity.  The  same  entreaties  addressed  to  an 
bnean  Congress  at  Washington  seem  to  be  received 
AcoidiisiB,  perhaps  with  derision. 

Tht  exertions  of  Doctor  Franklin,  in  the  same  cause, 
wk  agent  for  Pennsylvania,  are  sufficiently  disclosed  in 
It  well-known  remonstrance  which  he  prepared  and  pub* 
'at  London  in  the  year  1764.  He  remarks:  "In 
flTBnia,  paper  money  was  first  made  in  1723,  which 
'  Dew  life  to  business,  promoted  greatly  the  settlement 
[aew  lands,  whereby  the  province  has  so  greatly  increased 
|lBhabiunli,"  ice.  Alluding  to  the  argument  tha^  New 
Mhnd  had  been  restrained  by  act  of  Parliament,  and 
p  oe  diacatisfaction  existed  thereat*  he  gives  this  expla- 
Mkb*  "In  New  England  there  are  four  distinct  Oovern- 
MDti;  bat,  having  mix.ch  mutual  intercourse  of  dealings, 
vmonejnf  each  usod  to  pass  current  in  all;  but  the 
loleof  this  common  currency,  not  being  under  one  com- 
Mi  direction,  was  not  so  easily  kept  within  due  bounds ; 
kpnident  reserve  of  one  colony,  in  its  emissions,  being 
Mend  Qselesfl  by  exo«as  in  another." 
illr.  Chairman,  from  this  retrospect  two  things  are  ap- 

1^4.  That  to  denounce  credit,  and  insist  on  an  exclu- 
I  metallic  currency,  is  not  an  ingenious  novelty  of  the 
It  day,  but  a  servile  attempt  to  follow  in  the  footsteps 
M  whu,  from  the  earliest  settlement,  have  watched, 
bjeabus  alarm,  the  expansiye  tendencies  of  an  in- 
■ena,  energetic,  and  indefatigable  people.  The  wreath 
Mlk<?  belongs  not  to  any  living  brow.  You  must  seek 
Mfiot  origiAal  amidst  the  ancient  tombs  of  Birmingham 
rWiweeter. 

'^eeenid.and  not  less  striking  hd,  is  disclosed  to  us, 
puwi^'oas  mind  of  Doctor  Franklin,  seventy-three 
P;^  diacemed  the  necessity,  whererer  intimate  com- 
*w  relations  existed  between  the  colonies,  of  some  cen- 
NoootroJling  power,  as  a  check  upon  extravagant  issues 
tf  •  Since  he  wrote,  how  have  the  relations  of  the 
hMn  multiplied  I  And  how  painfully  has  the  truth 
'^Wttd  upon  us,  that,  in  this  condition  of  things,  it  is 
for  one  State  to  attempt  to  guard  against  the  improvi- 
V  of  others! 

[t  the  convictions  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  1764,  are  those 
come  to  us  in  1837,  from  the  East,  the  West,  the 
1  and  the  South ;  not  from  the  counting-house  and 
<he  factory  only,  but  from  the  plough  and  the  mat- 
^Mmi  every  form  of  industry,  now  dieated  out  ef  its 
darnings  by  a  spurious  and  depreciated  currency. 

convictions,  Mr.  Chairman,  nuiy,  I  know,  be 
>iid  eluded.  There  are  at  work,  amongst  the  poli- 
>  of  our  wide-spread  country,  motives  the  most  power- 
can  actuate  the  human  bosom  to  stifle  or  decry  the 
lessons  of  experience.  The  love  of  place— the  pride 
ion— the  maintenance  of  party  ascendency — the  hate 
ical  rivals — all  these  will  insure  a  desperate  war  to 
[*iufet  in  preference  to  the. admission  of  errer.  You 
m  iopply  with  foregn  missions  one  out  of  a  thousand 
'^l^o*e  who  believe  that  they  must  either  mystify  and  con- 


fuse the  people— make  up  fUse  issues — astound  and  be- 
wilder by  the  very  audacity  of  party  tactics— or  disappear 
from  public  life. 

I  am  not  sanguine,  then,  that  the  time  has  yet  arrived 
for  the  complete  triumph  of  the  truth.  But  I  believe  in  the 
final  good  sense,  as  well  as  in  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  to  that  good  sense  I  look  for  the  achievement,  in 
the  end,  of  a  thorough  reformation. 

In  the  attempt,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  ascertain  the  state  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  currency  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
seven  years  war  upon  the  bank,  I  avail  myself  of  the  testi- 
mony of  a  witness  to  whom  exception  will  hardly  be  taken 
by  the  friends  of  the  administration.  I  allude  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  was  recently  a  candidate  for  Congress  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  whose  behalf  we  saw  officevs 
of  the  General  Government  arrayed,  in  a  manner  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  General  Jackson  have  denounced  as  so  in- 
decent, as  well  as  perilous  to  our  free  institutions.  In 
September,  1838,  two  months  before  the  election  of 
General  Jackson,  I  find  Mr.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll  on  a  com- 
mittee, appointed  by  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  to  examine  into  the  state  of  its  affairs. 
The  report  of  the  committee,  bearing  Mr.  Ingersoll's  sig- 
nature, is  dated  2d  September,  1828.  It  met  my  eye,  for 
the  first  time,  in  Europe,  where  its  exhibit  was  a  matter  of 
.  congratulation  to  Americans  and  the  friends  of  America.  I 
have  since  turned  to  it,  as  preserved  in  Hazard's  Register. 

After  alluding  to  the  difficulty,  supposed  to  arise  from 
the  universal  receivability  of  the  notes  in  payment  of  duties, 
which  it  was  feared  would  compel  the  bank  to  provide 
funds  in  many  places  to  pay  the  same  note,  Mr.  IngersoU 
thus  proceeds : 

"  But  the  second  measure  alluded  to  by  the  committee, 
which  wrought  the  most  important  change  in  the  situation 
of  the  bank — that  which  may  be  considered  as  decisive  of 
its  usefulness  and  prosperity — relates  to  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent ol  the  circulation  of  its  notes.  The  board  of  directors 
adopted  a  course,  the  success  of  which  has,  in  the  view  of 
this  committee,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  present  prosperi* 
ty  of  the  institution.  It  would  lead  the  committee  beyond 
the  proper  limits  of  a  report  to  state  in  detail  the  reason 
of  this  course ;  but  the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded 
was  briefly  this :  that  the  universal  receivability  of  the 
notes  of  the  bank  was  of  no  disadvantage,  if  the  local  cur- 
rency of  the  place  were  the  notes  where  issued  was  sound ; 
and  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
within  its  power,  to  make  it  sound.  Accordingly  they 
pursued  the  system  of  issuing  freely  and  exclusively  their 
own  notes ;  of  receiving,  generally,  the  notes  of  solvent 
State  banks,  and  making  frequent  settlements  with  them  ; 
thus  improving  the  curren<^,  by  introducing  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  by  preventing  the  over- 
issues of  the  State  banks.  By  a  gradual  and  judicious  ex- 
ecution of  this  plan,  the  effect  followed,  that,  without  pri- 
vate or  general  suffering,  without  causing  the  failure  of 
any  bank  or  any  individual,  and  without  inconvenience  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  banking  operations  of 
the  country  have  been  brought  u^der  an  efficient  control, 
and  a  large  amount  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  have  been  gradually  substituted  for  the  depreciated  or 
doubtful  currency  which  was  so  injurious  to  the  Southern 
and  Weetern  States.  This  si^rn^l  triumph  over  the  great- 
est of  all  the  difficulties  of  the  bank,  fur  the  achievement 
of  which  a  debt  of  lasting  gratitude  is  due  to  the  able 
officer  who  presides  over  the  institution,  has  dissipated  all 
the  doubts  entertained  of  its  power  t9  supply  the  necessary 
amount  of  notes,  and  has  permanently  fixed  the  basis  of  a 
wide  extended  and  profitable  usefulness.  The  means  thus 
derived  from  the  increase  of  notes,  and  the  sale  of  stock, 
were  devoted  to  discounts  and  loans,  particularly  to  that 
class  of  loans  which  are  at  once  the  safest  and  the  most 
useful — the  discount  of  bills  of  exchange.     With  these 
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means  the  bank  hae  been  enabled  to  extend  its  operationa, 
in  both  foreign  and  domestic  exchange,  in  such  a  manner 
a«  greatly  to  enhance  the  profits  of  its  bosiness,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  has  afforded  facility  and  security  to  the 
commercial  transactions  of  the  country." 

The  report  proceeds  to  exhibit  the  operations  of  the  bank, 
and  winds  op  as  follows : 

*<Thi8  exoibition  is  calculated  to  show  that  the  stock- 
holders of  the  bank  are  deriving  important  advantages  from 
the  sueeessfbl  prosecution  of  a  system  of  measures  which 
not  only  produces  profit  to  the  stockholders,  but  furnishes 
to  the  community  a  convenient,  sound,  and  highly  useful 
currency.  And  the  committee,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
approve  the  system  which  has  been  practically  shown  to 
be  wise,  feel  it  to  be  proper  to  notice  and  commend  the 
activity  and  energy  which  have  been  exercised  by  the 
officers  of  the  bank  to  preaerve  the  purity  of  this  currency, 
and  to  save  the  community  from  the  evils  of  its  being 
counterfeited. 

«  The  committee  deem  themselves  justified  in  stating, 
as  the  general  result  of  their  examination,  that  the  affairs 
of  the  institution  are  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition ; 
conducted  upon  proper  banking  principles,  in  the  general 
scheme  of  its  administration,  and  in  the  details  of  its  man- 
agement.*' 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  the  deliberate  representation 
made  on  the  eve  of  General  Jacksen's  administration.  But 
the  message  of  the  President,  in  1829,  declared  thai  tiie 
bank  had  failed  to  provide  a  sound  and  uniform  currency, 
and  suggested  the  project  of  an  exchequer  bank.  A  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  having  at  its  head  the  venerable  Ge|i- 
eral  Smith  of  Maryland,  a  warm  political  friend  of  Gener- 
al Jackson,  was  appointed  to  take  the  whole  subject  into 
consideration.  The  report  of  that  committee,  going  into 
details,  the  accuracy  and  force  of  which  have  never  been 
questioned,  is  familiar  to  all.     It  is  there  said  : 

<<  As  every  bank  which  desires  to  maintain  its  charac- 
ter, must  be  ready  to  make  settlements  with  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  agent  of  the  Government,  or  be 
immediately  discredited,  and  must  therefore  keep  its  notes 
equal  to  gold  or  silver,  there  can  be  little  danger  to  the 
community,  while  the  issues  of  the  ban^  are  restrained 
from  running  to  excess,  by  the  salutary  control  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  whose  own  circulation  is  ex- 
tremely moderate,  compared  with  the  amount  of  its  capital. 
Accordingly,  the  fact  is,  that  the  general  credit  of  the 
banks  is  good,  and  that  their  paper  is  always  convertible 
into  gold  OT  silver,  and  for  all  local  purposes  forms  a  local 
currency  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver.     There  is,  however, 
superadded  to  this  currency,  a  general  currency,   more 
known,  more  trusted,  and  more  valuable  than  the  local 
currency,  which  is  employed  in  tho  exchanges  between 
difi&renl   parts  of  the  country.     These  are  the  notes  of 
the  national  bank.     These  notes  are  receivable  for  the 
Government,   by  the   9,000   receivers,  scattered  through- 
out every   part  of  the   country.     They   are,  in  fact,  in 
the  course  of  business,    paid  in   gold  or   silver,   though 
they  are  not  legally  or  necessarily  so  paid,  by  the  branches 
of  the  bank,  in  every  section  of  the  Union.     In  all  com- 
mercial places  they  are  received,  in  all  transactions,  with- 
out any  reduction  in  value ;  and  never,  under  any  circum- 
stances, does  the  paper,  fi-om  the  remotest  branches,  vary 
beyond  a  quarter  of  one  per  cent,  in  its  actual  exchange 
for  silver.     Here,   then,   is  a  currency  as  safe  as  silver ; 
more  convenient,  and  more  valuable  than  silver ;  which, 
through  the  whole  western  and  southern,  and  interior  parts 
of  the  Union,  is  eagerly  sought  in  exchange  for  silver ; 
which,  in  those  sections,  often  bears  a  premium  paid  in 
silver ;  which  is,  throughout  the  Union,  equal  to  silver  in 
payment  to  the  Government  and  payments  to  individuals 
in  business ;  and  with  which,  whenever  silver  is  needed, 
in  any  part  of  tho  country,  will  command  it,  without  the 


charge  of  the  alightest  fraction  of  a  per  centage.  By 
of  this  currency,  funds  are  transmitted  at  an  expeoss  loi 
than  In  any  other  country.  In  no  other  oountry  eai 
merchant  do  what  every  citizen  of  the  United  Statei  cm 
do-— deposite,  for  instance,  his  silver  at  8t  Looi^fl 
Nashville,  or  New  Orleans,  and  receive  nolsi,  whic&li 
can  carry  with  him  1,000  or  1,500  miles,  to  the  Atfaotil 
cities,  and  there  receive  for  them  an  equivalent  amontd 
silver,  without  any  expense  whatever ;  and  in  no  ponH 
event,  an  expense  beyond  a  quarter  of  one  per  cent  % 
however,  a  citizen^  does  not  wish  to  incur  the  anxid^  4 
carrying  these  notes  with  him,  or  to  run  the  buard  of  li 
maij^  he  may,  instead  of  them,  receive  a  draft,  payaUeto 
himself  or  his  agent  alone,  so  as  to  insure  the  reonptofa 
equal  amount,  at  an  expense  of  not  one-half,  and  <rfkni|| 
one-fourth,  of  the  actual  cost  of  carrying  the  silver.  Til 
owner  of  funds,  for  instance,  at  St.  Louis  or  Naafaiii 
can  tmnsler  them  to  Philadelphia  for  one-half  per  ent; 
firom  New  Orleans^  generally,  without  any  diarge  at  fl- 
at most,  one-half  per  cent;  from  Mobile,  from  par  tofl» 
half  per  cent.;  from  Savannah,  at  one-half  per  eest;  tfl 
from  Charleston,  at  from  par  to  one-quarter  per  cent 

"  This  seems  to  present  a  state  of  currency  appfOMfci 
ing  as  near  to  perfection  as  could  be  desired  :  lor  Iwrein 
currency  issued  at  twenty- four  different  parts  ofAJ 
Union,  obtainable  by  any  citizen  who  has  money  or  enS 
When  in  his  possession,  it  is  equivalent  to  silver  id  dtt 
dealings  with  all  the  9,000  agents  of  tiie  GovenM^ 
throughout  the  Union.  In  all  his  deaUngs  with  the  fa- 
terior,  it  is  better  than  silver;  in  all  his  dealings wilb As 
commercial  cities,  equal  to  silver ;  and  if,  for  an;  pffpoMi 
he  desures  the  silver  with  which  he  bought  it,  it  is  il^ 
disposal,  almost  universally,  without  any  diminutkm,  IB 
never  more  than  a  diminution  of  one-quarter  per  cent Jl 
is  not  easy  to  imagine,  it  is  scarcely  necawary  to  deaC 
any  currency  better  than  this. 

« It  is  not  among  its  least  advantages,  that  it 
proper  relation  to  the  real  business  and  exchanges 
country,  being  issued  only  to  thoee  whose  credit 
them  to  it,  increaring  with  the  wants  of  the  active 
tions  of  society,  and  diminishing,  aa  these  subside^ 
comparative  inactivity ;  while  it  is  the  radical  vies 
Goveriiiiient  paper  to  be  issued  without  regard  totkifeatf- 
ness  of  the  community,  and  to  be  governed  wholly  bj  colt 
siderations  of  convenience  to  the  Government" 

I  will  trouble  the  House  further  only  with  the  clod| 
pan^raph  : 

*<  On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
present  state  of  the  currency  is  safe  for  the  commi 
and  eminently  useful  to  the  Government ;  that,  for 
years  past,  it  hss  been  improving,  by  the  infusion  i 
circulating  medium  of  a  larger  portion  of  coin, 
substitution  of  the  paper  of  more  solvent  banks,  in 
those  of  inferior  credit ;  and  that,  if  left  to  the 
existing  laws  and  institutions,  the  partial  incon^ 
which  still  remain  of  the  paper  currency  of  the  last 
will  be  wholly  and  insensibly  remedied.     Under  thei 
cumstances,  Uiey  deem  it  prudent  to  abstain  from  all 
lation,   to  abide  by  the  practical  good  which  the 
enjoys,  and  to  put  nothing  to  hazard  by  doabtful  e 
ments." 

Such  was  the  currency  when  the  Bank  of  the 
States  was  responsible  for  its  soundness  and  unii 
What  is  it  now,  when  the  responsibility  has  been 
by  others  1  Alas !  sir,  it  is  as  superfluous  as  it  wi 
painful,  to  depict  what  is  forced  every  hour  upon 
tention. 

At  the  end  of  seven  years,  we  are  summoned  here 
told  that  the  <*  experiments'' upon  which  thaGoverai 
decided   to   precipitate  itself  are  no   longer  **  dod 
They  ifre  admitted  to  be  utter  failures.      But  we 
the  same  time,  informed  that  it  is  not  open  to  the 
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I  fntt  bj  Iha  lemoaM  of  expomnoe.  There  if  an  inra- 
mbk  obstacle  io  the  way.  The  Preaident  'm  trammelled 
rabllerbe  wrote  to  Mr.  l%errod  William*,  and  by  an- 
pi  tddreiBfld  to  a  Cincinnati  dinner-party  ! 
WBl  the  people  be  satisfied  with  this  answer  T  I  think 
M.  Lit  politictans  who  have  attained  notoriety  by  damor 
Ittinabjeel,  struggle  as  they  may  to  repress  the  rooaed 
pint  (rf  the  nation—^  disguise  from  the  people  their  own 
bmstlH-lo  iodoee  despair  as  to  the  poeaihility  of  attain- 
If  Ili0  OBly  practicable  lemedy — Iheir  triumph  will,  I  be- 
bn^bdiort' lived. 

GtBdaaea  tanatingly  call  upon  oe  Sat  onr  plana^to  ez- 
§A  fhe  Kfaenss  from  whidi  we  purpose  to  make  a  choice ; 
pif  DOisllj^  were  an  indkpenaabie  ingredient  to  any  prop- 
ttioa  for  lehef ;  and  ae  if  a  aoecemfiii  experience  of  forty 
pmwtnaD  infuperable  argument  against  areearrenee 
llhtwiidom  of  former  days.  Sir,  what  my  constituents 
Ais,  thst  you  will  give  back  to  them  the  stete  of  thinga 
M  ttwKd  in  18S9.  They  ask  of  pairiotiam  to  restore 
Hit  potj  has  snatched  from  them.  They  aek  that  this 
NvrnMnt  may  not  be  known  and  felt  only  as  an  en- 
Iwof  niichief-«s  a  thing  to  be  execrated. 
klM  oeeuton,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  considering  another 
■  of  the  present  series,  to  review  the  manner  in  which 
P  fnt  stperiment  was  carried  into  e&ct  through  the 
|M9  ^  Mr.  Kendall.  I  will  net  repeat  what  tvaa  then 
Ml  hat  I  will  advert  to  another  fact,  which  ia  now  placed 
Hpad  diipute,  and  which  displays  the  recklees  and  un- 
pBopW  spirit  of  this  warfare,  ft  is  new  conceded  that 
'  f  iB|iloyiBeot  of  Slate  banka  was  with  a  Ml  knowledge 
ibej  would  prove  incompetent  to  the  purpose,  ilnd 
\ ihe  snempt  would  break  them  down.  They  were  en- 
VaAo  the  eervice  of  the  United  Stales,  to  be  crushed 
iwor  of  exhaustion.  The  same  policy  is  here 
s  led  to  overtures  te  the  western  Indians  to  take 
io  die  Florida  war.  Sir,  we  are  not  left,  on  this 
III  to  presumptive  evidence,  or  even  to  the  testimony 
|i^  White.  Wa  have  a  diieet  revelation.  The 
of  Slet  July  last  has  an  elaborate  easay,  evidently 
vp  by  one  who  had  been  gdmitted  behind  the 
if  not  himself  a  principal  actor.  It  appears  in  a 
N^  toe,  whose  editor  eooU  not  but  know  wheUier  the 
i^iant  Dade  was  true  or  &lae.  Congress,  at  ito  aes- 
■0  perioQt  to  the  removal,  had  dedaied  the  depositee 
pfc  in  the  United  Statee  Bank.  That  body  would  reae- 
l^*  in  t  few  weeks.  It  was  resolved,  therefore,  io 
PtoeanMBediate  blow,  for  the  reasons  thus  aet  fbrth  by 
pieenvfiodent  of  the  oflkial  paper,  not  jtwo  month*  ago. 
>^bvM deemed  essential  to  force  thahank  into  the  field 
Iweiy,  and  cripple  her  in  antictpalion.  This  could 
to  only  by  a  lamoval  of  the  depoeites  early  in  Clen- 
Jeckeon'f  ascond  term.  It  was  believed  that,  if  she 
to  the  measure  in  peaae,  she  would  be  quietly 
of  ber  power ;  a  new  system  would  *be  ia  full  and 
'  operatian  before  the  expiialion  of  ber  charter, 
would  glide  out  of  exietence  almost  unoheerved.  If 
toaited,  it  was  not  doubted  that  she  would  be  van»> 

by  the  ever-victorious  chieflain." 

to^oa  to  a  compUini  by  soma^  that  General  Jack* 

^  net  disclosed,  at  the  outsat,  hia  purpoae  of  putting 

eU  banks,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  insidiously  af- 

to  foster  them,  and  to  enlist  their  co-operation,  this 

'lays: 

ttkf^  ^"^  ^^^  ^^^  inveigh  againat  Ihe  esnpioymeiit 

[^  banks  at  that  time,  look  bock,  and  ask  theoMelveft 

^^^  was  possible  for  GeneraL  Jackson  U»  aceomptish 

|^|yct  by  any  other  means.     If  ha  had  proposed  a  sep^ 

^ftone  aU  banks,  ha  would  have  found  ali  the  State 

and  their  friends  m  full  and  e0ectivA  altfansa  with  Ibe 

of  lbs  United  Slntes    a  Ifsgue  which  it  n  as  not  dese- 

to  encounter.    Neither  the  publia  mind  nor  thaopi»- 

of  aembeis  of  Congress,  vwia  this  pmpaiied,"  dbe. 

Vol.  XIY— 77 


Mr.  Chairman,  is  not  all  this  most  humiliating  to  our 
national  pride  ?  Does  it  not  almost  sicken  us  with  the 
forms  of  popular  Government  1  How  ofWn  have  we  lla- 
tened  to  professions  of  unbounded  £aith  in  the  intelligence 
and  virtue  of  the  peopled  And  yet  It  is  undeniable  that 
the  dear  people — (he  cherished  people — ^the  profound  and 
infallible  people— eo  far  firom  having  had  (heir  judgment 
consulted  on  great  public  measures,  have  been  auxiously 
kept  In  profound  ignorance  of  whst  was  meditated.  They 
could  not  be  trusted  with  the  secret  They  have  been 
seated,  like  children  at  a  circus,  gasing  with  bewilderment 
at  adroit  equestrians,  as  they  cast  off  into  the  ring  succes- 
sive trappings  of  disguise ! 

Yes,  sir !  It  is  now  avowed  that  all  the  movemente  we 
have  witneaeed  were  only  prefiminary^-mere  feints-^a  se- 
risB  of  masterly  atrategems  upon  the  people !  We  are  al- 
moat  forced  to  believe  that  the 'plan  of  operations  devised 
for  the  war  upon  the  Seminoles  was,  in  the  rapid  ahtfUngs 
of  the  Department,  adopted,  perhaps  by  mistake,  for  the 
war  upon  tbe  currency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  paragraph  in  the  Presfalent's 
nwaiiage,  to  which  I  could  not  Ibten  without  pain  at  the 
light  in  which  it  must  place  the  Chief'  Magistrate  of  the 
country  before  all  those  who  have  watched  the  courae  of 
evente.  I  allude  to  thepaasage  iri  which  he  adverte  to  a 
prophecy  that,  under  a  Stete  charter,  the  Pennsylvania 
Bank  of  the  United  Stetes  would  prove  stronger  than  ever. 
Sir,  I  think  that  such  anticipations  were  jiuilifiable.  It 
might  well  be  auppoeed  that,  on  escaping  firom  the  oonsti- 
tutional  scruples  which  clogged  her  former  exisicnee,  and 
from  the  party  conteete  which  perpetually  sought  to  in- 
volve her  in  their  vortex,  there  would  be  no  longer  a  motive 
for  persecution.  It  was,  doubtless,  believed  that  many 
even  of  the  politicians  who  had  joined  in  a  cry  against  the 
bank,  in  order  to  keep  abreast  of  a- supposed  popular  cur- 
rant, would  gladly  atone  to  their  own  consciences  by,  at 
leaat,  an  amnesty.  Was  it  not  rational  to  p^taume  that 
the  Slates  would  coxdhilly  weloeme  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  finom  ite  career  of  quiet  usefolnesal  And,  when 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  thrown  round  it  her  egis, 
was  it  to  be  apprahended  that  thoee,  at  least,  who  had  been 
so  long  indulging  in  eentimeiitel  regrete  over  «the  loot 
righto  of  the  Stales,'*  would  be  the  first  to  trample  upon 
siH^h  as  are  onquestioBabte  T  And  yet,  air,  how  was  iti 
You  well  know  the  subsequent  histcAy.  The  topic  was 
too  precious  for  demagogueato  be  abandoned.  Party  fires 
had  begun  to  wane  and  hinguiih  for  want  of  the  accustom- 
ed bUst  and  aliment.  The  war  aamroed  a  eharacAer  of  un- 
precedented fienseness.  Before  the  wax  of  the  charter  waa 
cold,  yoQ  saw  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  under  the  inHuence 
of  party  excitomelit,  passing  a  law  to  Inflict  the  heaviest 
penalties  upon  any  one  of  her  cittiens  or  oarpontions  who 
should  dare  to  act  aa  the  agent  of  that  bank.  We  of  Pitu- 
bnrg  weli  know  that  the  result  of  this  smgle  blow  was  to 
paralyse,  in  a  gveat  measure,  the  western  badness  of  the 
bank;  There  was  denied  even  a  right  of  way,  and  it  be- 
came almost  perilous  to  open  in  Ohio  a  lettor  connected 
with  her  affiin.  Yon  saw,  aleo^  under  the  same  impulse^j 
the  branch  expelled,  on  a  few  days'  notice,  from  Missouri. 
And  in  otiier  quartors,  ao  for  from  being  permitted  to  teke 
the  poellioei  ef  a  regulator,  ahe  has  been  compelled  to  pass 
ka  obecuro  and  uneasy  existence,  eonstantly  assailed  by 
party  clamor,  and  with  the  Government  and  its  minions 
ready  and  eager,  at  aity  moment,  to  second  a  blow  at  her 
interesto. 

And  whD»  eir,  took  the  lead  in  that  crusade  1  Th« 
wfitor  of  this  very  message.  Yon  saw  him,  with  aston- 
ishment, arraigning  the  sovereign  State  of  Penneylvania 
for  a  high  misdemeanor,  befora  a  Cincinnati  dinner-table. 
Yott  mm  him  addreasing  to  that  dinner-party  an  inflamma* 
tory  letter^  u^^ng  them«  anidet  their  oigiea,  to  lift  hi^ 
the  «iaa*6a^  in  pledge  of  etoisal  hMlility  to  ear  Pewwy  1- 
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▼ania  inititatioD.  And  yet,  sir,  he  who  hfts  laceeasfully 
omployed  the  ioflaence  of  hie  high  station  as  Vice  Preei- 
dent  in  eflK>rts  to  cripple  that  institution — ^to  baffle  all  her 
eiertione  to  be  difforively  uflefal — now  eneera  in  thie  high 
etate  paper  at  the  sanguine  hopes  with  which  she  entered 
on  her  new  career ! 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  complaint  here  that*  amidst  the 
falling  to  pieces  of  the  -system  of  over-banking,  to  which 
your  policy  gave  unrsstricted  scope,  the  Pennsylvania  in- 
stitution did  not  continue  to  pay  specie.     From  whom  is 
this  heard  1     From  those  who  had  destroved  her  national 
character,  and  with  it  all  accoiwtability  to  thenatbn ;  from 
those  who  had  broken  down  the  only  barrier  against  over- 
issues of  paper,  which  then,  <<  like  to  an  entered  tide,** 
bad  rushed  by  and  flooded  the  country  ;  from  those  who 
had  ooBdpelled  her  to  wind  up  and  to  dispose  of  her  resour- 
ces at  along  credit;  from  those  who,  in  1688,  declared 
that  she  was  "  a  reptile  beneath  the  feet  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,"  and  that  she  had  been  «  brought  to  her 
knees  at  the  first  blow  of  the  State  banks  !**    I^urety,  it  is 
of  the  essence  of  modesty  and  consistency  that  such  com- 
plaints should  proceed  from  such  a  quarter.     But,  forsooth, 
she  might,  as  she  assert8,thave  continued  specie  payments. 
Be  it  so.     The  fact  canoet^ell  be  questioned  by  thoee  who 
ring  in  our  eari  her  tieuendous  power  and  leaources.     But 
would  such  a  coarse^  if  practicable,  have  relieved  the  coun- 
try 1    £very  candid  man  must  admit  that  exactly  the  re- 
verse would  have  been  the  case.     If  she  continued  to  pay 
out  specie,  she  must  resort  to  measuras  to  compel  a  similar 
course  on  the  part  of  others.     And  who  does  not  see  the 
wide*8pread  roin  that  must  have  ensued  1     l40ok  at  the 
bill  upon  your  table  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  upon  the 
d^posite  banks.     Before  a  resort  to  suit,  you  provide  for 
the  oi&r  to  receave  pe3rment  in  protracted .  instalments. 
This  is.already  pronounced,  by  ^MHlemen  from  the  quarters 
in  which  they  are  located,  to  be  oppressivB  and  ruinous. 
ITet  you  reproach  the  Pennsylvania  bank  for  not  having 
taken  the  position  which  would  hare  compelled  a  far  sharper 
and  more  peremptory  action  on  her  part.     It  seems  to  be 
the  misfortune  of  gentlemen,  otherwise  amiable  and  just, 
to  oatch  the  spirit  whidi  prevails 'here,  and  to  suppoee  that 
a  capacity  for  misohief  necessarily  implies  the  exercise  of 
it.     No,  sir  I  If  the  whole  force  of  the  Government  could 
not  sustain  a  leagne  of  bitaks;  the  Pennsylvania  institution 
aught  well  decline  lo  beoonifr  an  instrument  for  gratifying 
the  blind  and  nngovamaUs  mge  with  which  the  Executive 
.was  dispossd  to  turn  upon  those  who  had  been  so  long  the 
otjeots  of  eulogy  and  fiivoritism.     She  did  wisely,  I  think, 
not  to  exhaust  herself  in  an  cffiMrt  to  destroy  them,  but  to 
vaserva  whatever  strength  she  possessed  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  an  effort  to  relieve  the  country  from  the  evils  into 
.which  misgovemment  had  planged  it. 
.    Sir,  after  destroying  the  best  currency  with  which  any 
country  wis  ever  bleet,  the  friends  of  the  administration 
teU  us  that  they  have  oonstitutiooa]  scruples  about  meddting 
further  with  the  subject ;  it  is  no  concern  of  theirs ;  they 
doubt  their  right  to  cure  the  raisobief  they  have  inflicted. 
Suppose,  sir,  one  of  your  naval  commanders  should  insist 
on  Uking  under  convoy  a 'fleet  of  American  menihantmen. 
He  declares  that  he  has  the  only  accai«te  charts ;  that  he 
is  familiar  with  every  shoal  of  the  channel,  and  evevy  in* 
dentation  of  the  coast.     But,  in  the  midst  of  difficulty  and 
dsnger— -with  breakers  around  and  signals  of  distress  every 
where  flying — ^he  is  seen  refusing  the  aid  of  a  single  boat 
or  anchor,  and  abandoning  to  their  fate  the  victims  of  his 
ignorance  and  presumption.     Would  it  be  sufficient  for 
anch  an  officer  to  say,  -as  has  been  argued  here,  **  mine 
^as  a  national  ship  intended  to  meet  the  public  enemy ; 
had  I  rendered  assistance  on  thst  oocasion,  the  next  re* 
quest  would  be  to  throw  overboard  my  guns  for  the  more 
convenient  transportation  of  merchandise  V*    If  such  ar- 
gumentB  would  be  met  by  universal  scorn  and  execration, 


must  not  the  country  regaid  with  nnilar  ftelinga  tbe  covna 
of  the  dominant  party  1 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  it  is  contended  that  tbe  nation 
will  cheerfully  sacrifice  itsdf  for  a  metaphor.  Tba  wosd 
divatce  is  to  reconcile  us  to  every  evil.  Tins  aneaied  to 
him  a  stngolar  notion,  with  regard  to  a  people  sopponed  tn 
cherish,  in  an  especial  manner,  all  the  endearing  tien  and 
sympathies  of  domestic  life.  The  word  has  been  enppoaad 
to  bring  up  the  most  melancholy  images ;  it  speaks  of  vio^ 
lated  fiuth-~-of  ungovernable  passions— of  a  cfesolated  fliia*- 
side-  The  most  remarkable  case  on  record  is  that  of  Sony 
VIII:  on  which  rests  the  yet  unmitigatBd  exaemttoD  ii 
mankind.  There,  too,  the  talk' was  of  State  policy ;  sad 
even  refigion  was  pressed  into  service  as  the  handMnid  of 
loat.  The  purast  statesman  of  the  age  was  led  to  tlm  block 
for  his  opinions  about  the  divorce.  Sir,  what  has  beeik  the 
past  career^  and  what  is  the  present  states  of  the  pnr^  in 
this  matter  1  You  have  long  since  madly  brsken  awiy 
from  a  legal  connexion,  sanrtifled  by  a  ha^ipy  vA  Miens 
cohabitation  of  forty  years.  In  your  downward  ootttnotem 
respectability,  you  next  took  to  your  pels^  to  tbe  infinita 
shame  and  mortification  of  all  decent  persons  who  lookad 
on.  And  now  you  are  wearied  of  tiiem,  and  wish  to  go 
upon  the  town  at  large!  This  eraving  for  novelty— -this 
change  of  doxies-*-yon  dignify  with  the  name  of  mdhof^e^ 
which  shall  console  us  in  the  midst  of  our  calamitien.  Tbs 
man  whom  you  have  dopftved  of  the  chaoce  of  oaming  a 
dinner  for  lus  wife^  is  to  go  home  and  comfi»rt  liar  viiitli 
talk  about  the  dtvoroe ! 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  one  topic  to  which,  in  condnsieA, 
he  could  net  finfaear  to  advor^  as^  in  bla  view,  fiaeSng  move 
condosively  than  any  thing  else  Uie  cfaaraoter  of  tb*  *eo- 
sage.  He  alluded  to  the  subject  of  a  bankmpc  Inw,  tt 
which  thousands  had  been  looking  with  inednoo  anxiety* 
In  order  to  render  himself  intelligible,  it  would  be  necee- 
saiy  to  rscur  to  opinions  which  the  present  Exe^tive  bal 
heretofore  expressed. 

The  meet  eerions  recent  struggle  for  the  establisliBient 
of  a  bankrtipt  law  was  m  18S7.  On  the  28d  of  Jannafy 
of  that  year,  the  d^te  in  tbe  Senate  was  on  a  ttiotfoB  to 
strike  out  the  98d  ssction  of  the  bill,  which  extandodila 
provisions,  under  eertaiir  drenmstances,  to  other  tlasaus  oC 
dtizens  than  mere  traders.  Mr.  Van  Buren  stiaononsly 
supported  the  motion  to  strike  oat,  dedaring  that  no  one 
but  a  trader  conU,  under  tbe  constltotion,  be  tbe  olject  of 
such  a  law.     He  reasoned  thus : 

**lVben  I  say  I  am  in  fsvor  of  a  banknipt  ajrateni,  I 
mean  to  be  understood  as  speaking  of  a  banknipt  siyaten 
in  the  knguage  of  tbe  constitution,  and  sudi  aa  was  ra 
contemplation  by  the  framers  of  that  instrument  He  ob- 
jected to  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  pnaa  the 
section  referred  to.  In  his  judgment,  the  providon  contain^ 
ed  m  the  9dd  section  was  not  within  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  framers  of  the  constitution  to  vest  this  power 
of  establislung  uniform  laws  on  the  sobject  of  bankmptiefes 
in  Congress.  That  it  was  a  power  which  never  ought  to 
be,  or  to  have  been,  vested  in  Congress." 

Speaking  of  the  dangers  of  passing  the  true  line^  he  re- 
marks, that  ^e  power  to  Congress  being  exelnnve^  any 
extension  of  it  would  trespass  on  the  rights  of  tbe  Statee. 
He  adds: 

'<  If  it  was  pot  to  him  to  decide  between  bdng  a  party  in 
such  surrender,  or  the  loss  of  the  bankrupt  law,  he  could  not^ 
ks  he  viewed  tbe  subject,  without  being  fUse  to  his  trust,  • 
hedtate  in  preferring  tbe  latter." 

Tbe  prssent  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  WoOdbnry) 
took  the  same  ground.     He  aald : 

**  This  gmnt  was  not  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  con- 
tracts genemlly-^of  descent»-^  suits  at  law;  but  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcy.  To  bankruptcies,  and  to  bank- 
rupteies  alone,  then,  was  the  power  confined.  And  the 
word   'bsbkn^tden,'  as  used  Ih  the  consticntion. 
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lefflr,  in  hb  apprabanflioiif  intaoded  to  oitend  beyond  em- 
temMBMnls  ond  failuiM  omoiigit  morcantilo  moii.  Gwot 
ditt  nne  penooa^  not  strietly  tradan,  nMy,  at  ttmea,  have 
Imb  indaded  in  tbo  proviaioDB  of  aona  lawaon  the  aobjaei 
of  bankraptoea;  yet  thi#  waa  whara  the  power  of  Wgiakt- 
te  ra  imliiniled-^whero  all  lagiaiatioD,  ai.to  all  crediton 
nd  debter%  waa  iOTaalad  in  one  body.  It  baa  but  aeldom 
oeeamd  aDyvrbere,  and  axiatad  nowbera  at  the  time  of  thia 
gnat  of  power  to  Goograea"  '« JIa  waa  oppoaed  to  ibia 
Alton  of  the  aat,  bccanaa  to  paai  itwiaold  be  to  bang  anb- 
JKliaad  citiaana  within  the  aeopa  of  the  Genaaal  Qoaani- 
ofD^ maHn  eantamplatod  by  oor  fatbara;  wonid  be awaap- 
iof  ill  daaiaa  into  thia  Norwegian  wbiripookF*-thia  mNrtax 
of  duMiar  and  difllcQlty  to-6tata  rigbta  and  8tata  inda- 
podaaei^  from  which  ha  eonld  aae  no  maana  ni  extrica- 


Mr.  Woodboiy*  on  a  aubaaqnant  day,  (SYth  Janvary, 
tf  97,)  Mid : 

<*  Undv  a  apaeiml  grant  of  powar  to  na,  in  176%  to 
jpan  *iuiifMRn  lawa  on  tfao  aabjaet  of  banhroptiea,'  bow 
fNdd  we  then  extend  thoaa  lawa  to  penona  who,  at  that 
in%  wna  not  within  tiia  lattor  or  apirit  of  the  banknqpt 
pjrtMi,  any  mora  than  we  coold  extend  them  to  diatlnet 
mlQecaiaf  famd  titka^  or  fimna.of  l^al'prooBeal  It  need 
knlly  be  argnod  that,  if  we^  aa  Uio  aganta  of  the  aereral 
9mm^  with  axpliait  poweia^  undertake  to  conatrae  the 
InCOigeaf  thoaa  powara  broader  than  what  we  know  the 
hngiiga  waa  then  onderatood  to  mean,  it  ia  aa  mnah  a 
vioblionof  the  eoiartitntion  aa  it  wonid  be  to  naorppowera 
ODtiifly  new." 

We  mey  now  advert  to  the  applioation  of  thaaa  prinai- 
pbi  to  anatber  dnoae  piopoaad  to  be  inaarted  in  the  bill. 
Ob  the  «tb  of  Fobroaiy,  I8S7,  Mr.  Branch,  of  North 
CimBiia,  introdaead  an  amandmant  extending  the  act  to 
bmkiog  eoipoiatioiM.    Ha  aaid : 

<*  The  country  is  inundated  with  paper  money ;  and  if 
Ihe  iDflfdianta  of  the  conn^  were  to  be  made  bankrupt 
vhttthay  eiaaa  lo  pay  tfieir  debta  promptly,  why  ahould 
M  taoorpontfad  compaiitaa,  placed  in  the  aame  cironm- 
iliBca%  be  anbyaeted  to  the  easM  oonaaqoencea !  The 
Uaki  rf  the  Sonth  had  given  cirenlation  to  a  paper  ear- 
naiy  vbioh  had,  in  many  inatancea,  bacome  dafraiated, 
^tba great  Joaa  of  the  people;  and  while,  the  banka  are 
mlib  or  unwilling  to  pay  their  honeat  obllgationa,  no 
wiwui  were  poiirted  oot  by  which  a  joat  diapoaition  of 
1^  oflacta  coold  be  enforced  for  die  benefit  of  die  numer- 
OM  cnditora.  To  place  aoma  barrier  to  the  operation  of 
i«(k  anaie  of  thingk,  waa  hia  ofaject  in  propoong  thia 
MWdawnt.  There  waa  no  anfajait,  be  belieTed,  upon 
vkieh  greater  noanimity  of  aantiment  exialad,  than  npon 
l^mlaaofliDg  from  the  praaentbaiiking^etcin.  Tiieeevili 
•odog  oat  of  a  paper  ourrency,  when  not  placed  under  re- 
^nakm  auffident^  aetara  to  raanniQ  thoaa  engaged  in 
^nk  eompaniee  from  praiigata  or  oaraleaa  eonduct,  were 
•nbanally  admitted.  He,  th«nefe(e,  wiabad  to  epply  the 
Nm  and  paaaltiaa  of  the  bankriipt  eyatem  tothaaa  evila«" 

Let  m  aae  wliat  atand  the  preaant  fixeontive  took  on 
Hainhject    I  read  from  the  Oongveammal- Debatea : 

"Mr.  ¥an  Buian  aaid  it  eouldnot  be  denied  that  the 
diOie  interfered  with  the  ragolation  which  State  Go«ern- 
MBtinight  have  adopted  for  the  Gbvamment  of  their  State 
ui^itationB,  which  waa  an  odiooa  exerciee  of  power  not 
Wmd  bj  the  oenatitation.  The  amendment  haa  thia  ex> 
iwt:  h  duaeta  the  Slataa  aa  to  the  RMnner  in  which  tliey 
■^axareae  thah  aoaeMipity  in  thia  particular,  and 
P«nti  oat  what  penally  Aall  be  inffioted,  in  caaa  the  char- 
tangmedbythaStataB.aaaTtoldted.  In  itft,  it  pointa 
^■t  what  tbe  pfhrilagea  geantad  to  the  ineeiporationa  ahall 
H  by.diitalittg  the  forfoitweand  diaaating  what  the  com- 
P«im;iBay,.eniwhat«heyaMyaotdo.  All  thia  haa  hith- 
erto ban  dona  by  the  fitatca.    They  have  aaanmad  the 

flight,/  JBrliiahAthffy  doobtleia 


have.  And  in  including  thia  anbjeot  of  cavporaliona  in 
the  bin  now  before  the  Senate,  it  will  be  taken  entire^ 
from  the  Stataa  end  aubjected  to  the  power  of  the  bank- 
rupt eyatem.  Thii  waa  never  done,  and  never  attempted, 
in  any  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  In  England; 
auch  a  provision  waa  never  dreamed  of;  nor  did  he  believe 
that,  when  the  cooatitution  waa  framed,  auch  an  attribute 
waa  imagined  by  those  who  authorised  the  eetabUahment  of 
a  bankrupt  aystem."  '*The  dotiee  of  banking  inatitn- 
tiona  muat  ueceaaarily  be  diaaharged  by  agenta.  Their  ea- 
aential  reaponsiUlity  ia  intangible  by  auch  a  law.  If  the 
clanae  were  to  be  ineerted,  and  banks  permitted  to  be  made 
bankitipta,  upon  whom,  upon  what  human  being,  eonld 
the  penal^  of  the  law  be  inade  to  veat  ?  Would  yon  ap- 
ply the  figor  of  the  ^atem  to  thoae  agenta,  who  are  ao  ftr 
from  .being  paincipala  in  the  ddin^uen^  of  the  inatitntiona 
to  which  they  am  attached,  that  they  are  only  the  hired 
eervanfa  of  tbeee  banka  1  Thia  could  not  be.  It  wonld 
be*  the  height  of  injuatice  to  impKoate,  in  a  penal  manner, 
theae  agenta,  and  not  for  fraud,  but  merely  for  the  inabili- 
ty of  the  corporations  to  pay  their  debta.  The  individuaia 
employed  to  carry  on  these  aetal^hmenta  eurely  ahould  be 
exempt  froin  the  penaltiea  of  bankruptcy :  they  are  perMMa 
without  whom  they  cannot  be  catnried  on ;  they  are  the  agenta 
of  all  thoae  who  hold  atock  in  their  banka ;  they  act  for  the 
variooa  classes  of  individuals  whose  meana  are  confided  to 
banking  companiea,  and  among  whom  are  to  be  found  the 
widow  and  the  orphan,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  hav* 
iog  capablo  and  honest  men  to  fill  these  agenciea.  But 
how  could  auch  men  be  induced  to  occupy  thoae  aituations, 
if  they  were  to  be  made  individually  reaponaible,  not  only 
for  their  own  acta,  but  for  the  misfortunes  and  loisee  of 
their  corporationa.  On  the  other  hand,  would  you  render 
the  atoflkholdera  Kable  for  the  dieaatera  of  the  inatitotion  1 
In  caaea  of  misconduct  by  the  ofilcers  employed  by  them, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  would  yon  make  them  anawarable 
for  an  act  of  bankruptcy  1  Could  they,  in  justice,  be  liable 
for  die  malverMtion  of  agenta  employed  by  them  to  tranaa^t 
a  buainess  of  which  they  were,  all  of  them,  probably  ig- 
norant 1  He  thought  that  no  great  expenditure  of  reaaon- 
iiignced  be  made  to  abow  the  true  anawera  to  theae  inquiriea ; 
ai:^  the  very  questions,  he  conceived,  illustrated  the  diA- 
calties  of  the  case.  His  idea  of  a  bankrupt  system  was, 
that  it  could  not  he  applied  to  any  but  individuaia  or  prin- 
dpala,  and  tliat  it  waa  not  capable  of  being  made  to  operate 
on  aaaodations,  or  on  the  subonlinate  agents,  either  of  in* 
dividoals  or  corpoiationa.  He  therefore  objected  to  thia 
amendment.  He  did  not  vriah  the  bill  to  be  defaced  by  any 
inappropriate  pioviaiona." 

The  clauaa  waa  rejected ;  Mr.  Van  Buran  and  Mr.  Wood- 
bury voting  agamgt  U. 

Here,  then,  is  the  doctrine  disUmstly,  and  without  qual- 
ifioadon,  announced  and  acted  on— that  to  extend  to  cor- 
poradona.  In  any  way,  the  provisions  of  a  bankrapt  law, 
would  violata  the  conatitntioA ;  and  that,  even  if  no  consti- 
tudanal  obstacle  existed,  it  would  be  an  outrage  upon  the 
dignity  end  aovereignty  of  the  Stataa. 

What  then  moat  be  thought  of  the  aineerity  of  the  l^rea- 
ident,  when  we  find  in  the  meoeage  recently  addreiaed  to 
ua  the  following  paragmph : 

«•  In  the  mean  dme,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  all  the 
remediea  against  a  depreciated  paper  currency  which  the 
constitution  enablee  ua  to  aAird.  The  Treaauiy  Department, 
on  aeveral  former  occasions,  baa  suggested  the  propriety  and 
'importance  of  a  uniform  law  conoeming  bankruptciea  bf 
corpoiadona  and  other  banhera.  Through  the  inatmmental- 
ity  of  aocb  a  law,  aaalntaTy  check  may,  doubtleia>  be  imposed 
on  the  issnea  of  paper  money,  and  an  eiSectual  remedy  given 
to  the  citiaen  in  a  way  at-  once  equal  In  all  parte  of  tie 
Union,  and  fully  anthorixed  by  the  conadtotion." 

Thni^  air,  we  aae  that  the  only  measure  of  nlief  fdr  the 
paopi*  which  the  PiaaUent  auggaatai  ia  one  diet  he  and  die 
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8ecret«iy  bav«  anited  io  denoaDcing  and  defeating.  Did 
the  President  suppoee  it  would  paea  ?  Waa  he  not  aware 
that,  if  paaaed,  he  would  be  bound  to  veto  it  1 

It  would  be  remarked,  as  a  aingolar  feature  in  the  caae^ 
that  in  the  meawga  there  waa  an  implied  repraach  upon  the 
Congrees  of  other  days  foralighltng  the  euggeetiona  of  for- 
mer Secratariea  on  this  subjecty  when,  in  truth,  that  very 
result  was  brought  about  by  hia  own  Tehement  reaiatancc. 

We  have  been  informed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee 
that  th^  do  not  intend  to  bring  forward,  at  the  apecial  aea- 
aio%  any  bill  on  a  aubiect  which  the  President  auggesta  aa 
(he  only  remedy  that  hadi  occurred  to  him  to  relieve  the 
country  from  a  depreciated  currency.  Doubtlesa  we  ahall 
never  hear  a  word  more  on  the  aubjecL 

Mr.  B.  aud  he  was  not  dispoaed  to  apply,  harsh  epithets 
to  the  conduct  on  which  he  had  thus-anim*dvected.  He 
was  willing  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  people.  It  would  be 
for  them  to  say  whether  there  had  been  manifeated  a  gen- 
uine sympathy  for  their  condition,  and  an  anxiety  for  their 
relief,  or  whether  their  sufferings  had  been  mocked  and  their 
understandings  insulted. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill, 
whether  designed  to  raise  revenue  or  to  create  a  circulating 
medium.  As  a  revenue  measure  he  believed  it  unneceasary, 
and,  under  that  impression,  he  was  unwilling,  at  tbia  time 
of  general  preasure,  to  incur  a  new  debt  or  levy  upon  the 
people  additional  burdene.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
anticipates  a  deficit  of  five  or  six  miiliona  of  doUara  only. 
He  proposes  to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment  set  apart  for 
the  Statefi,  or  to  resort  to  some  other  resoorce  for  a  aum 
equal  to  ten  millions  of  doUani ;  which  he  givrs  us  to  under- 
stand will  meet  all  necessary  expensei^  and  leave  a  surplus 
of  one  million  for  the  mint,  and  three  or  four  miiliona  for 
audden  and  contingent  eaUs.  Tlie  same  view  is  presented 
still  more  distinctly  by  the  President  in  his  message.  He 
tells  us : 

'*The  sum  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  year,  beyond 
the  probable  receipta  and  the  amount  it  wes  intended  should 
be  left  in  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
will  be  about  aix  millions/' 

He  makes  this  estimate  on  the  supposition  that  indulgence 
will  be  extended  on  the  faierchanta'  bonds.  Adverting  to 
the  means  of  supply,  he  says : 

*<It  is  not  prop!osad  to  procure  the  aqaount  required  by 
loans  or  increased  taxation.  There  are  neiw  in  tho  Traaaury 
$0,367,214,  directed  by  the  act  of  Sdd  June,  1886,  to  be 
deposited  with  the  Statea  in  October  next." 

He  then  recommenda  the  use  of  this  siim,  as  the  whole 
or  the  greater  part  will  be  wanted  to  defray  existing  appro- 
priations. Well,  air,  we  hAve  gianted  the  aum  required, 
in  the  very  mode  recommended  by  the  Executive,  by  vio- 
lating our  engagement  solemnly  made  with  the  Stalee;  and 
now,  before  we  have  determined  whether  any  or  what  in- 
dulgence shall  be  extended  to  the  mefchants  or  the  banks, 
we  are  called  upon  to  authorise  an  isaue  of  tan  millions  in 
Treasury  notea, .  making  (exclusive  of  the  eum  withheld 
from  the  Sutes)  about  forty«six  millions  for  the  current 
year.  It  is  true  the  President  proposes  this  issus*  not  in 
addition  to  the  funds  withheld  from  the  States^  but  tempo- 
rarily, and  only  until  the  amount  ean  be  collected  from  the 
banks.  But  there  is  no  pretence  that  the  banks  are  insol- 
vent ;  nor  is  there  any  proof  that  the  whole  or  some  part  at 
least  of  what  they  owe  may  not  apeedily  be  collected  or 
\  made  available.  We  well  know  that  hitherto  drafb  upon 
them,  whether  paid  or  not,  have  aerved  the  purposes  of  the 
Government;  indeed,  that,  even  when  protested,  these 
.  draOi  have  readily  aold  in  the  market  at  a  pramium  of  aix 
«r  seven  per  cent.  If  six  millions  only  of  the  aum  wrested 
from  the  States  can  be  commanded,  they  will  suffice,  aa  the 
President  himself  informs  us,  for  the  service  of  the  present 
yey.  Yet  we  are  to  issue  ten  millions  in  Treasury  notes, 
ledecoMHs  at  (he  expiratim  of  twelve  months;  six  mU- 


lions  to  supply  what,  there  is  every  reason  to  beiisfc^  n 
may  obtain  from  the  bsnks  indebted  to  us,  or  mslie  atait 
ble  by  drafta  upon  them ;  and  the  rosidue,  avowedlj,  fe 
provide  or  keep  up  a  surplus  for  the  mint,  and  for  vakntm 
contingenciee.  I  question  nrach,  sir,  the  propriety  of  tks 
annual  appropriation  for  the  mint.  There  ia  rsaioB  to  ft« 
that  we  are  making  money  there  at  a  heavy  expense^  ai 
if  so,  the  sooner  we  get  rid  of  a  loaing  concern  the  bMR. 
Am  for  the  aurplua  for  audden  eraecganeiea,  the  very  coaii^ 
gency  has  oeeuirsd  for  using  whatever  portion  of  it  mf 
remain ;  and  I  would  aooner  expend  eteiy  doUarof  itte 
isaue  a  Trsasuiy  note,  or  impoee  a  burden  of  an/  kind  optt 
the  country.  Thia  is  not  the  time  to  create  or  retsiafl 
idle  surplus  of  throe  or  four  millions  in  the  Tressmy. 

But  funds,  it  is  said,  are  wanting  to  cany  on  irintli 
called  the  Florida  war.  If  that  be  so,  profoundly  igunM 
aa  we  are  still  kepi  of  the  true  cause  of  that  war,  discndi^ 
able  as  its  conduct  has  been  to  the  adminiatriiioo,  Ifl| 
ready  to  vote  adequate  supplies  for  the  protection  and  mcv! 
rity  of  our  frontier  aettlemenla.  But  haa  the  Ei 
called  for  a  further  appropriation  for  that  object  t  If  I 
be  in  the  meamge  the  moot  diatant  allusion  to  sock  lal 

propriatien,  it  baa  escaped  my  notice.     The ^^ 

soma  up  in  a  single  paragraph  the  objects  to  whieb  hiil^ 
vites  our  immediate  attention : 

**  To  regulate,  by  law,  the  eafe-keeping,  tnmStr,  tiJ 
disborseinent  of  the  public  moneys ;  to  dsaignate  tks  Ml 
to  be  received 'and  paid  by  the  Government;  lo  casUt  ii 
Treasury  to  meet  promptly  every  demand  upon  it;  to^i^ 
scribe  the  terms  of  indulgence  and  the  mode  of  MNhsml 
to  be  adopted  as  well  in  collecting  from  iiidividodid»ra«- 
enue  that  has  accrued,  as  in  withdrawing  it  fimn  lonM 
depositories;  and  to  deviae  and  adopt  ^ch  further  BMi( 
urea,  within  the  oonstitntional  competency  of  Conpa^^ 
will  be  best  calculated  to  revive  the  enterprise  and  lofi 
mote  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  *'  J 

These  are  tiie  reasons  assigned  for  the  preasnt  ioeoai 
nient  and  unaeasonabls  convoosttoo  of  Congraes.  T<ld 
colleague  [Mr.  Wisx]  may  have  been  right  in  sogftfil 
that  the  true  motive  is  to  be  found  in  the  neceanty  ef  fMj 
viding  further  means  to  carry  on  the  war  in  Floridt.  Ml 
of  the  varioua  objects  supposed  to  require  imnediilf  k^ 
latiott,  thera  is  not  one  which  the  Executivf^  in  tht  fm 
tude  of  its  aothori^,  had  not  already  provided  for,  or  wttdl 
-  might  not  have  bcNsn  deferred  without  much  delriaMBtl 
the  public  interests,  till  the  regular  period  of  our  tnaa 
session. 

Why  are  we  told,  air,  of  the  neceasity  of  r«gohtiB|i 
safo- keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys  1  H 
depodte  act  already  provided  for  the  case  which  hss  oeai 
red ;  directing  that,  where  the  banks  ahall  be  diseoniiBi 
as  depositories^  the  public  moneys  shall  be  kept  by  the  THj 
surer,  subject  to  be  disburBed  accotding  to  law.  But  wilkil 
raganl  to  thia  provision,  or  waiting  for  any  new  Isgiifaliri 
the  Executive  proceeded  at  once  to  organise  «  new  wpm 
Circulars  were  addreasod,  in  May  last,  to  lha«oUeoloni^ 
reoeivm  of  public  money,  requiring  them  to  keep  h  m  tk| 
own  hands,  subject  to  the  dirscttons  of  the  Treasuij  I 
partment.  [Mr.  R.  here  read  extracta  from  the  dresli 
refonred  to.}  The  Executive^  as  usual,  made  a  law  to i 
its  own  views  of  the  exigency  of  the  caae,  and  the  s^ 
then  adopted  has  continued  ever  sinoe  in  full  opentiao*  '■ 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  why  speak  of  dasignatiai  i 
funda  to  be  received  or  paid  by  the  Govemmontl  The  fl 
olntion  of  April,  1816,  was  in  full  fonae.  It  is  tree  i 
foffiOQs  Treasury  cirruhir  had  been  iaraed  in  defiuMi 
that  resohitioB ;  and  that  whan  Oongreos  reaseeiled  ital 
thority,  and  psssfd  an  act  nrtuaily  repealiflg  it,  and  dd 
preeiaely  what  is  now  recommended  ■  designating  thsfti 
Co  be  received  in  public  payawnts-Mhat  set  was  not  r^i 
ed  by  Prssadent  iacfcson  as  meriting  the  honor  of  haa  nsift 
Bat  the  prtseat  inctimbent^  none  en  dovht,  hasatli 
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I  food  a  right  to  rweiDd  the  unlawful  edict  aa  hia  prud»- 
laur  had  to  imuo  it.  Tho  eziflting  ragnlationa  praieribe, 
Mioofw,  the  rmry  funda,  which  it  ia  appareut,  from  the 
iiole  icopa  of  the  menage^  the  Praaident  conaidera  alone 
Iniaibia.  Why,  then,  call  upon  Congraaa  again  to  dea- 
[Uala  Iboee  fnnda  1  What  aaaurance  have  we  that,  bound 
I  ha  it  to  foUow  the  footatepa  of  hia  predaceawr,  another 
m  upon  the  aubject  will  not  be  treated  like  the  firat  1  Or 
r  what  avail  ia  it  for  Congraaa  to  enact  lawa  which  the 
ixeeuliT*  habitually  auperaedea  at  ita  pleasure  1 
At  la  mking  proriaion  to  enable  the  Tvaeanry  to  meet 
M  demandi  upon  it^  I  have  already  endeuTored  to  ahow 
m  uoder  the  practice  prevailing  at  the  Tieaaury  of  draw- 
g  npoa  the  depoaita  banke»  and  the  detaiminauon  adopt- 
I  kj  iha  Executive  of  withholding  the  fourth  instalment 
w  the  StalBi,  there  wen  abundant  meana  to  meet  all  ne* 
iMiy  espandituKa  during  the  eurxent  year,  or  at  leeal  to 
HUi  the  Treeaniy  to  hold  out  until  the  fiiat  Monday  in 


Ker  waa  there,  air,  the  leaat  occaaion  for  an  extra  Ma- 
m  to  grant  indnigenoe  to  public  debtors,  or  prescribe 
^  of  asttlement  with  them.  The  same  authority  which 
iBzeentivu  haa  ezereiaed  in  relation  to  thoae  subjects^  up 
ilhe  pnaant  moment,  might  just  as  lawfully  have  been 
Mrtsd  for  two  muniha  longer. 

iHkm  remaios^  then,  hot  a  aingle  ground  upon  which 
b  Fraadcnt  hue  placed,  the  jnatification  of  thia  extnt 
mAob:  the  propriety  of  devising  and  adopting  meaaurBS» 
fUtia  ihsconatittitional  competency  of  Congress,  to  revive 
m  misrpriae  and  promote  the  proaperity  of  the  country, 
ha  importanoe  of  theae  objecta  none  wiU  oonteat.  But 
bH  BaasQies,  o^lcuhited  to  eflfect  them,  does  the  Preri- 
imnoommend?  Not  one.  That  moat  generally  and 
hmtly  demanded  by  the  oommercial  community— -the 
Sbfiihment  of  a  national  bank— >he  unhesitatingly  re- 
(1%  m  not  within  our  constitutional  competency.  Be- 
N"g»  aa  I  do,  auch  an  institution  both  unconstitntionsl 
^  inexpedienly  I  ^n  gratified  to  find  that  he  apeaks  in 
fennce  to  it  in  no  eqoivocal  language.  Mors^  sir,  I  must 
Mlf  decboo  that  I  concur  most  fully  in  the  doctrine  of 
i  menage,  that  it  ie  not  the  province  of  thia  Govem- 
V*  to  lagmlate  in  favor  of  particular  pursuits^  The 
ifie  credit  the  pubho  treasurs  coUected  from  all,  are  the 
Mamon  right  of  all,  and  cannot  justly  be  appropriated  to 
bodudve  or  apeeial  use  of  a  favored  claas.  Govern- 
int  swss  equal  prolsctioa  to  the  industry  of  all :  pecu- 
■7  aidsiuuun  to  none :  to  those  engaged  in  commerdai 
psoats  aet  more  than  to  the  fiurmer  or  mechanic  lu 
INBOM  end  credit  cannot  be  legitimatafy  appUed  to  such 
kpoMs;  and  with  no  greater  propriety  iiidirectly,  through 
feihtisa  of  a  national  bank,  than  by  a  direct  loan  or 

is  one  measure,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  which  it  aeema 

Jief  may  be  constitutionally  extended  to  the 

not  by  eetablishing  a  national  bank,  nor  by  issu- 
^Treaanry  nolrs.  The  measure  to  which  I  alludo— -I 
it  with  great  di6&lence,  for  it  is  not,  I  am  confi- 
genermlly  approved,  and  ia  expressly  discountenanced 
PiesideDt — ^is  a  reboation  of  the  kw  requiring  pay- 
ef  public  duea  in  apecie,  or  in  notee  of  specie-peying 
Let  no  temporarily  diapense,  in  part  at  least,  with 
ngoroim  exaction.  Let  ua  receive  a  portion  of  the 
in  aoch  notes  aa  tbs  people  receive  from  each 
:  such  ae  the  State  Govornmenta  accept  in  diacharge 
doea;  provided  they  be  not  so  far  depredaled 
Its  joidfy  an  apprebensien  that  they  will  not  be  ulti- 
ledcomed.  Let  ua  pay  all  public  creditoii  alike  in 
we  rooeive,  provided  they  consent  to  take  them ; 
if  not,  anfier  their  claims  to  remain  a  charge  upon  the 
iry,  to  bo  paid  in  gold  and  silver,  aa  soon  aa  it  can 
to  satiaff  them.  Let  ne  reduce  our  eztmva* 
(cyditoie%  tod  put  oddttional  guvda  upon  collect- 


ing and  diaburaing  offioera.  Let  us  place  the  public  money 
in  the  State  banks,  on  special  depoaita,  and  not  aa  a  baaia 
for  loans :  thus  avoiding  the  danger  of  a  connexion,  either 
in  political  concerns  or  pecuniary  inteiusts,  between  the 
Government  and  the  banking  inatitutiona  of  the  country. 
By  these  means,  while  we  provide  for  the  salety  of  the 
public  treasure,  we  may  afford  the  people  that  relief  which 
the  timee  require :  a  substantial,  constitutional  relief.  We 
shall  not  then  be  charged  with  permitting  unjust  dieerimi- 
nationa  among  the  poblic  crediton:  with  providing  one 
kind  of  currency  for  the  people,  and  another  for  the  Gov* 
enwieat:  with  extorting  gold  and  ailver  at  a  grievoua 
sacrifice  firom  the  many,  to  pot  in  the  pocketa  of  the  few: 
yes,  sir,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Secretory  of  the  Tre»- 
aury,  to  divide  among  oursalvea.  The  people  have  a  right 
to  complain  of  theee  thinga;  and  without  imputing  to  tho 
Secretary  the  dishonoreMe  motive,  in  tendering  gold  and 
silver  to  memben  of  Congress^  of  desigiiing  to  conciHalo 
their  favor  by  a  paltry  bribe,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  the 
oflbr  waa  over  made  or  accepted.  It  has  subjected  diem  to 
humiliating  applications  from  baokere  and  money  changevs» 
to  sell  at  a  premium  what  haa  been  wrung  at  a  great  losa 
from  the  people*  and  prevented  them  firom  fooling  the  in- 
convenience to  which  their  eonatitaenta  are  aubjeeted; 
of  soiling  their  hands  and  their  poekete  with  the  wretched 
trash  currently  cirtnlating  through  the  country.  If  we 
can  apply  no  remedy  for  the  evil,  we  ought  at  leaat  to  bear 
our  share  of  it. 

But  it  doee  not  become  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  at  thia  time, 
nor  perhape  at  any  time,  to  press  upon  those  who  adminis- 
ter the  Government  meaauree  of  the  character  of  thoee  to 
which  I  havo  alluded.  We  are  given  to  understand  in  the 
message  that  the  receipt  into  the  Treaaury  of  notee  not 
redeemed  in  specie,  on  demend,  ought  not  to  be  eanctionod. 
So  far  from  relaxing,  the  President  seems  inclined  to  in- 
creaaa  the  rigor  of  the  law,  by  witbdrewiDg  the  privilege 
of  paying  in  notes  of  specie-paying  banks»  and,  during  the 
preeent  almost  unexampled  diflkulty  of  procuring  them,  to 
exact  gold  and  ailver  exeiueively.  With  these  views,  wfay 
should  he  speak  of  deaignating  tho  funda  to  be  received, 
when  the  law  already  requiree  <he  only  funde  he  epproveel 
Why  convene  Congreas  to  adopt  measures  for  relieving 
the  country,  when  he  recommends  none,  end  is  opposed 
to  all  that  promiae  any  general  or  cfiectual  relief!  Ae  to 
the  particular  meaaure  before  ua,  it  ia  not  deeigned  to  re- 
lieve the  people,  but  to  impoee  a  new  burden  upon  them, 
for  the  relief  of  the  Government,  and  that  in  an  unusual 
and  odious  form*  I  am  corutnined,  sir,  upon  principle, 
to.  vote  against  it ;  and  I  would  now  move  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  but  that  I  am  unwilling  to  deprive 
other  gentlemen  of  the  opportunity  of  presenting  their 
amendments.  There  is  no  amendment,  Itowever,^  which 
can  induce  me  to  voto  for  it,  eo  long  aa  the  fiRatare  remains 
autborixing  the  issue  of  Treosoty  notes.  But  if  the  ad- 
ndnistration  will  submit  a  propoaition  for  the  neoesmry 
supplies  to  be  raised  in  the  ordinary  way,  or  any  gentleman 
will  propose  plans  of  general  relief,  within  the  ^de  of  the 
constitution,  I  pledge  myself  to  ^ve  such  meaaurre  my 
humble  aupport,  regardlees  of  the  qoartor  from  whence  they 
come. 

,Mr.  THOMAS  said  he  did  not  rise  to  participate  in  tho 
discursive  debate  which  had  been  inrited  by  the  apeech  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bidi>lb.]  His 
attention  had  been  attracted  by  the  doeing  remarks  of  that 
gentleman,  and  he  would  do  now  what  he  had  deeired  to 
do  a  few  daya  eince,  and  aubmit  to  the  Houee  and  to  the 
country  a  brief  explanation,  due  to  the  committee  of  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  be  the  chairman. 

When  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  heretofore  call- 
ed on  the  chairman  of  the  hidiciary  Committee  to  respond 
to  certain  inquiries^  Mr.  T.  waa  about  to  give  a  lull  and 
detailed  leplyi  but  was  warned  hj  the  Chair  that  sneh  « 
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pooetding  would  not  be  in  order.  Sobeequently,  a  rw»- 
lation  declaring  that  it  !•  ineipedient  tu  report  a  bankruft 
law  at  tbie  special  eesftioD  of  Congroie  was  adopted  in  the 
eommittee,  and  it  beeame  bis  duty  to  prseent  it  to  this 
House.  After  tbe  resolution  had  been  agreed  to  by  the 
committee,  he  inquired  of  tbe  members  present  whether  he 
should  slate  to  the  House  the  reasons  hy  which  they  had 
heen  influenced,  and  was  told  that  it  would  be  meat  agree- 
able to  all  concerned  to  hsTe  the  condasion  tbey  had  come 
to  announced  without  comment  This  was  aecordkigly 
-done. 

ThB  manner  in  whteh  these  proceedings  hare  been  ad- 
▼STted  to  liy  tbe  gentleman  calls  for  a  few  weids  in  expla- 
nation, to  guard  against  misapptehensioii. 

There  has  been  no  purpose  to  di«gaisa1he  opinions  of  tiM 
JudieiaTy  Comminee,  or  of  any  of  ite  members,  on  the  grave 
«ib{cct  committed  .to  their  coneideralion.    The  members 
have  been  frank  with  each  other  in  the  committee  room, 
and  have  nothing  to  cenoeat  from  tihi^  Houee^  or  from  their 
constatnenCs,    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  man  soppooes  that 
Ihey  have  Bought  td  avoid  a  diiect  decision  on  asy  qneetion 
that  conkl  be  at  this  time,  with  propriety,  dispoeed  of.    At 
their  first  meeting,  no  opinion  could  be  formed  as  to  the 
probable  duration  of  the  present  session  of  Congress.     If 
It  was  to  be  eoitended  beyond  the  flust  Monday  qf  Decern- 
her,  ample  time  woald  be  afforded  to  act  upon  the  business 
■to  be  reported  by  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  mid  Means,  and 
also  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.     But  if 
the  seesion  was  to  be  dosed  befote  that  period,  sod  in  time' 
for  members  to  go  home  and  return  agdn,  ail  forseaw  tliat 
the  wliole  time  of  the  House  would  be  engroesed  by  the 
measures  eorpetted  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.     Under  these  impTesmon%  the  committee  detenni- 
ned  not  to  act  upon  the  matter  referred  to  them,  until  they 
could  be  satisfied  that  the  House  would  take  thet  snVJect 
into  serious  consideration  at  the  present  session.     Alker  it 
.had  been  ascertained  that  the  present  seesion  would  not^ 
hlended  with  the  regular  ssssian  of  Congfess,  the  oenn&t- 
tee  again  assembled,  all  the  membeni-  being  present  but  one, 
[Mr.  HoFffXAir.]    A  motion  was  made  that  the  committee 
be-diseiiarged  from  the  consideration  of  the  pdicy  of  estab- 
lishing a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.     The  propesition 
was  rejected*-for  it  two,  againet  it  sik  voles.    The  resolu- 
tion declaring  it  to  be  inexpedient  to  report  a  bankrupt  bill 
at  the  piesent  session  was  then  adopted  wfthont  opftfsition. 
Thm  partienlafs  am  given  that  the  public  mey  see  that 
a  dedded  nnjority  of  the  oommitboe  am  dispoeed  to  exam- 
ine further  at  the  next  session,  if  that  duty  shenld  be  im- 
poeed  upon  them,  ioto  the  propriety  of  exeraidni^  the  pow- 
ers eonformd  on  Congress  respecting  bsnkraptoies. 

Tbe  establidiment  of  a  uniform  system  on  that  subject 
is  now  a  w«ik  of  great  difficulty  and  delicacy.     The  peo- 
^  pie  of  the  several  States  have  been  long  accuatomed  to  in- 
solvent systems  differing  essentially  firam  each  other.     If 
an  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  sapetsede  them  by  a  general 
Jaw  of  the  United  States,  it  is  certainly  desiraMe  that  am- 
ple opportunity  should  be  firat  afforded  for  a  Ihll  develop- 
ment of  public  opinion  on  the  eufaject.     Since  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Prendent  end  the  report  of  the  Secretary  were 
mferred,  a  very  short  time  bas  elapsed.     Notwithstanding 
this,-  if  the  committee  had  supposed  that  there  existed  sny 
necessity  whatever  for  speedy  action,  they  would  doubtless 
have  proceeded  with  the  ligfata  dready  befom  them.     But 
this  is  manifeetly  not  the  oase»     We  have  bwn  invited  by 
the  President  and  the  Seeratary  of  the  IVeasury  to  explore 
the  power  granted  to  this  Government  conoeming- bank- 
raptdfls,  to  see  whether  we  cannot,  in  a  manner  authoriaed 
^  by  the  constitution,  impow  some  salutary  check  upon  the 
•  lasue  of  paper  money,  and  guard  against  a  mcurmnce  of 
.  that  gmat  eatastrophe  which  has  inundated  the  whde 
country  with  a  depradated  currency.     The  evil  to  be  rem- 
oiit^f  the  jnisoMna^pent  of  thn  bnnki&g^or- 


pomtioBe  created  by  the  several  Sialip.  Now, 
the  epemttone  of  a  bankrupt  system  am  to  be  extendsdft 
banks  abeady  in  existence,  or  only  lo  such  ss  msyli 
hereafter  emated,  them  can  be  no  neeesnty  for  harty  ar- 
tion.  It  is  not  probable  that  any  State  wi^  under  ed*> 
ing  droumstances,  create  any  mom  institutions  Hudflfe 
those  whoee  dark  bodice  rjpw  doud  the  landseaps  of  ii 
whole  Union,  and  whoee  misconduct  and  midoftunss  \tm 
pmmpted  a  thorough  examination  into  all  the  powoilC 
this  Government,  to  discover,  if  poesfi>le,  eome  mnnsfe 
make  them  wspect  our  fixed  policy,  and  act  in  etriet  sg|> 
ordination  hereafker  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  Ndthw  idl 
probable  that  Congmss  wonid  be  incKned  to  snlijail  nri< 
ing  banks,  wtthout  delay,  to  the  eperatioiM  of  a  bankop 
law.  Time  ought  to  be  given  to  them  inslitntiaw^  tl 
account  of  their  numerous  stockholden  end  ddAorB,  to  i^ 
eo'ver  from  the  dilemma  into  which  they  had  folian. 
Ibm  we  nndertake  to  enforee  a  new  rule  «f  morals, 
esmntislly  tbe  past  policy  of  the  country,  sll  partwsi 


dtaH 

eslfl 


•ftctsd  ehould  have  time  topmpam  for  the 

no  event,  them,  can  them  be  a  necmdty  for  acting 

Mcommendation  of  the  President  conoeming  benhs  < 

prseent  session.     At  the mgular session  itonnbe< 

atdy  diepoaed  of  vrilhout  injustice  to  any  intnrsat  lai 

Moreover,  it  vrill  be  perceived  that  ndtlmr  the 

the  Prasident,  nor  the  mport  of  the  Seevetmy,  ididl 

the  committee,  contdns  any  propesitien  to  devise  a  i 

proton  of  beiikmptcy  applieable  to  merthanta  «td 

and  the  committee  believed  that  they  wonld  not' 

the  expectations  and  requimments  of  ,tha  coonl^  if  iq 

had  rsporlsd  a  bill  appllodile  to  banking  c4 

Between  the  dose  oif  this  and  the  conunaBoeHMnt  d 

next  issdoB,  the  public  mind  may  be  tninnd  to  dns^ 

impoftant  soMect,  mid  Congmsl  trill  massenble  in 

eembery  with  M'sdvantage  of  much  additional 

How  far  theee  eondderations,  or  any  of  th« 
operated  on  other  membem  of  dm  Judiciary 
Mr.  T.  was  not  prspared  to  say.  Suggeetiona 
these  wem  made  wlien  the  resokition 
vrhich  has  been  handed  to  the  Houee.  But  he  wai4| 
authorised  to  eay  whether  any  one  or  aU  of  the  majdl 
of  tbe  committee  am  medy  to  adoipt  or  lepudiateAe  ■■ 
sum  reeommended  by  tbe  Praddent^  On  limt  paiiM 
could  speak  ^r  himedf  only.  He  had  bsstoawd  npsn  (| 
measure  a  good  dml  of  r^eetion,  end-had  ennrincdil 
listened  to  many  of  the  arguments  urged  against  it,  4 
yet  had  not  heaid  nor  found  any  thing  to  bringta  hie  n^ 
Ae  unvmloette  conviction  that  them  is  no  powsr  in  mg 
ovr  Oommmenfs,  State  or  federal,  to  chedL  and  ooi^ 
•fieetudtr  tbe  corpovaiiena  ef  the  country.  H«  wad 
luetant  to  believe  that  a  State  can,  by  a  grant  of  a  ddi| 
'  secum  to  a  portion  of  its  dtisens  sn  exemption 
obligations  intended  to  be  impeeed  on  all  tha  people 
United  States  liy  one  of  the  moot  important  wtaeles 
federal  constitution.  That  instnMaent  deniea  to  thai 
Uie  power  to  impoir  the  obligatlona  of  a  ceotrnet. 
ie  no  dietinction  to  be  found  them  betwaen  the 
oorporations  and  those  of  individnal  dtiaaoa.  Tim  ^ 
tionaefdlamto  beheld  sacmd  and  untondiad  byfil 
legidation.  Nearly  dl,  if  not  all,  the  ootfMintioDs  \ 
have  eecumd  banking  privileges  fram  the  Statna,  mi 
quired  to  pay  spade  bn  demand  for  thdr  notea  aaid  4 
liabilities.  In  foct,  nothing  but  specie  can  be  aande  nl 
tender  by  a  State  in  payment  of  any  contmet  into  nl 
they  may  enter.  The  notes  oontaininir  such  a  jpaiimiji 
meeived  by  the  commanity,  and  without  that  pf«misai 
would  not  be  acoqited.  And  he  was  uawiilinff  to  tdl 
tint  Congmss  oannet  interpoee  when  theee  oontraeto 
violated,  and  deny  to  any  State  the  right  to  Imfma  i 
obligatione  by  atten^ituig:  to  legalisB  aanapenaioii  ofjf 
payments.  Tbe'pedtfon  of  dm  benking  inatitnaaoaod 
oountiya»tlii  mamtiit  eaMOt  hQttntoe- 
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ito  tO  the  powerf  of  the  Geneivl  Government  for  a  rem»- 
^  oo-exteDfive  with  the  evil  now  aflBedng'  the  eotrntry. 
For  iiiTiting  attention  to  this  subject,  the  Preodent  is 
ititled  to  the  thanks  of  erery  patriot  and  phiHuitliropist 
Ibe  baob  of  the  States  ought  to  be  indulged  in  the  free 
terdse  of  all  powers  lawfully  granted.  But  they  must 
bl  be  permitted  to  inundate  Uie  whole  country  with  their 
fouufei  to  pay,  and  then,  with  impunity,  depreciate  the 
praocj  thus  put  afloat,  and  subject  the  people  at  large  to 
ie  efO  consequences  of  this  mismanagement,  whHe  thefar 
loeUuUsn  are  not  only  exempt  from  the  losses  incurred, 
lit  biTs  in  opporttmity,  in  common  with  the  whole  com- 
iBoitji  to  speculate  in,  and  profit  by,  the  fluctuating 
ihie  of  their  own  contrafils.  The  directors  of  these  in- 
fitotioDs  may  be  all  honest  and  honorable  men,  but,  as- 
pedlj,  they  often  set  on  foot  a  system  of  shaving— he 
^almost said  of  plunder  and  robbery — by  which  the 
polalor  snatches  from  the  hand  of  industry  half  the 
lad  it  has  earned. 

^The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  lias  read  to  the 
hue  a  portion  of  a  speech  nisde  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  in 
pteatiB,  in  1827,  to  show  that  the  sentiments  then  en- 
Itiiiied  by  that  distinguished  man  differ  widely  from  those 
Btajjied  in  bis  late  message  to  Congress.  Supposing  that 
Ibd  established  this  inconsistency,  the  gentleman  tells 
Itkathe  will  not  indulge  in  harsh  epithets.  Be  it  so, 
ff*  1(  however,  the  gentleman  should  think  proper  to 
wdCDze  harshly  what  he  considers  an  inc^msisiency, 
kT.  presumed  that,  if  the  Chief  Magistrate  did  not 
m  proper  to  defend  himself,  some  one  of  his  friends 

E»  widiouf  difliculty,  satisfy  the  country  that  he  had 
uijuitly  assailed ;  but  he  flattered  himself  that  ibis 
^  I  not  become  necessary.     When  the  gentleman  has 
tij  reviewed  the  speech  and  the  message  and  has 
into  caUn  consideration   the  circumstances  under 
(bey  have  been  severally  uttered,  he  thought  the 
'tltnan  would  find  that  denunciations  of  their  author 
imU  be  misplmced. 

JThfl  President,  in  his  mesMge,  suggests  '<  that  It  is  our 
»J  to  proTi<]«  all  the  remedies  against  a  depreciated  cur- 
J|9*blch  the  constitution  enables  us  to  afford.  The 
^**Mny  Department,  on  several  former  occasions,  has 
H8*>M  the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uniform  law 
"i^^^nioig  bankruptcies  of  corporations,  and  other  bank- 
%  Throtigh  the  instrumentality  of  Such  a  law,  a  sala* 
■^  cittck  may,  doubtless,  be  interposed  on  (he  issues  of 
^  noDcy,  and  an  effectyal  remedy  be  given  to  the  citi- 
1^  in  a  way  at  once  equal  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
^  folhorized  by  the  constitution.'' 
This  language  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  sup- 
^  con^cts  with  Sie  declarations  made  by  ..Mr.  Van 
7^  m  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Senate,  in  1827, 
Nm  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Branch  to  the  gener- 
innkniptbiil  then  and  there  under  consideration.  If 
^  ^opposition  waa  well-founded,  there  would  be  no  just 
M  to  apply  «  harsh  language"  to  the  President.  He 
wd  have  avoided,  without  censure,  making  the  sugges- 
||^  in  the  message  which  have  exposed  him  to  the  charge 
( uiooDsistency.  This  will  not  be  denied.  If,  then,  he 
>«■  not  compelled  to  speak ;  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  could  with 
'iPP'i^J  have  been  slfent,  let  us  inquire  with  what  pro- 
^  any  unworthy  motive  could  be  imputed  to  him  1  No 
2«  ,^U  maintain,  Mr.  T.  imagined,  that  the  Chief 
lagistrate  has  not  a  large  share  of  sagacity  and  foresight, 
us  enemies  impute  to  him  powers  of  mind  almost  magical. 
'^^^  have  known,  then,  that  he  has,  by  suggesting  a 
"(^pt  Itw  as  a  remedy  against  depreciated  currency, 
vt  m  peril  bis  popularity  at  home,  where  he  most  be  most 
^UB  to  stand  firm  in  the  affections  of  the  people.  He 
*|S  too,  bj  the  same  step^  rbked  an  addition  to  the  num- 

"^  of  the  enemies  of  his  administration  throughoi^t  the 

Mttntry, 


Whatever  might  be,  therefore,  thought  of  the  wisdom  of 
Ms  opinions^  surely  no  one  ought  to  impnta  to  bin  selfisli 
or  unmanly  mducements,  if,  in  feet,  he  had  in  the  sice- 
sage  contradicted  the  doctrines  of  the  speech.  Bnt  is  this 
true  ?  To  test  the  correetnees  of  the  charge,  it  will  be  ne* 
oessary  to  examine  what  would  have  been  the  efibol;  and 
look  to  the  object  of  the  motion  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  re* 
sisted. 

The  bill  before  the  Senate  in  1837  was  founded  on  the 
assumption  that  all  who  were  te  be  sobjeeted  to  its  prort- 
slons  were  natural  persons.  For  the  enforcement  of  its 
requirenMuts  heavy  personal  penalties!,  inelu^g  impriaon- 
ment,  were  to  be  resorted  to.  Mr.  Branch  proposed  to 
amend  this  bill,  by  inserting  in  the  first  seetion  the  words 
*'  or  other  banking  corporations.'*  This  anendment  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  the  speech  from  which  ex- 
tracts have  been  read  to  the  House.  If  the  motion  had 
been  assented  to  without  other  material  alterations  in  the 
bill,  it  woukl  have  been  an  anomaly  in  legislation. 

Banking  corporations  are  intangible,  ideal  beings,  and 
cottM,  of  course,  do  nothing  which,  aooerding  to  &  bill, 
would  have  amounted  to  an  act  oi  bankruptcy.  Seeing 
this,  Mr.  Van  Buren  snpposed,  if  the  amendment  prevail- 
ed, that  it  would  become  necessary  to  new  model  the 
whole  bill.  He  tlierefore  proceeded  to  inquire,  if  the 
clause  were  to  be  inserted,  upon  whom  the  pains  and  pen- 
altiea  of  the  law  could  with  propriety  he  made  to  rest* 
He  insisted  that  the  ofiicers  of  the  banks  ought  not  to  suf- 
fer in  their  persons  or  private  property  on  aceount  of  the 
foilures  of  the  banks.  Th^  are  hot  the  employed  agents 
of  the  stockholders,  and  must  act  in  obedience  to  the  direc« 
tors  of  the  instHution ;  and  it  would  be  the  grossest  injus« 
tice  to  make  them  individually  responsible,  not  only  for 
their  own  acts,  but  for  the  mnfortunes  and  losses  of  cor« 
porations  which  they  had  no  power  to  control.  He  main- 
tained, also,  that  the  private  property  of  stockholders  in 
banks  then  existing  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  sefxure  by 
commissioners  of  bankruptcy,  to  satisfy  the  debta  of  the 
corporation. ' 

By  the  charters  of  these  institutions,  the  stockholders 
were  expressly  exem^ed  from  all  lisbility  for  the  disasters 
of  the  corporation ;  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  contended  that 
Congress  could  not  by  an  ex  po&t  faeto  law  inflict  npon 
individuals  serious  personal  penalties,  and  seixe  their-  pri- 
vate property,  to  enforce  contracta  entered  ipto  by  their 
agenta  under  an  authority  which  exempted  them  from  all 
liability  whatever. 

These  opinions  are  not  antagonistlcal  to  the  suggestions 
corttained  in  the  Pre.'-ident's  message. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States,  without  attempt- 
ing to  define  the  prorisions  or  objecta  of  a  bankrupt  law, 
clothes  Congress  with  power  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy.  The  Prerident  has  not  pointed  out  any 
specific  mode  in  which  this  power  shall  bo  exercised ;  but 
says  that,  through  the  instruraentafity  of  that  power,  such 
regulations  may  be  established  as  will  impose  a  salutary 
check  on  the  issues  of  psper  money,  and  give  to  the  cifizen 
an  effectual  remedy,  equal  in  all  parta  of  the  Union,  against 
some  of  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency.  If  this  cannot 
be  done  without  controlling  the  laws  of  the  States,  as  pro- 
posed in  1837,  then  die  suggestions  of  the  message  are  in- 
consistent with  the  views  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as  expressed 
in  the  debate  in  the  Senate,  but  not  otherwise. 

ThiBisn6t  i&  proper  occasion  to  inquire  whether  it  is 
competent  for  Congress  to  bring  the  general  authority  Con- 
ferred upon  it  by  the  constitution  over  the  indebtedness  of 
bankers,  whether  Individual  or  corporate,  in  aid  of'  the 
State  laws.  But  it  will  not  be  difficult  when  that  effort 
shall  be  made,  to  show  that  it  can  be  done  conveniently 
and  in  strict  accordance  with  the  constitutional  doctrines 
contended  lor  in  Uie  speeci^  of  Mr.  Vsn  Buren. 

If  the  bankrupt  question  should  come,  while  he  was  a 
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member,  fairly  up  for  difcaaBion  in  Congress,  Mr.  T.  woold 
undertake  to  examiDe  liow  far  the  several  States  can  limit 
and  restrain  the  Government,  in  the  exercise  of  an  undoubt- 
ed power,  ezprersed  clearly  in  the  constitution,  by  grants 
of  privileges  and  immunities  to  their  citizens,  incompatible 
with  that  which  may  be  made  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 
But,  at  present,  it  was  not  necessary  to  enter  upon  what  is 
well  known  to  be  debatable  ground.  The  suggestions  of 
the  message  can  be  readily  carried  out  without  trenching 
upon  the  privileges  secured  to  incorporated  bankers  by  the 
laws  of  the  several  States.  The  condition  of  the  countiy, 
at  this  moment,  furnishes  an  opportunity  for  an  apt  illus- 
Iration  of  this  opinion.  The  charters  of  nearly  all  the 
banks  of  the  country  have  been  forfeited,  by  a  suspension 
of  specie  payments.  Until  this  occurred,  the  evils  of  our 
banking  system,  although  known  to  be  great,  were  not 
generally  esteemed  to  be  intolerable.  Since  that  event, 
speculators  and  shavers  are  out  like  hawks  upon  the  wing, 
preying  without  restraint  upon  the  community,  by  buying 
and  selling  a  depreciated  and  fluctuating  paper  currency. 
In  many  cases,  those  who  are  interested  in  fallen  banks 
may,  and  probably  will,  amass  fortunes,  at  the  expense  of 
the  producing  classes,  by  purchasing  at  a  discount  the  lia- 
bilities of  the  institutions  with  which  they  are  identified. 
It  will  be  confessed  that  thii  state  oi  things  aggravates  es- 
sentially the  calamities  incident  to  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments.  If  the  States  do  not,  could  not  Oongress  e&c- 
tually  interpose  to  correct  this  revolting  spectacle  ?  Could 
not  Congress,  after  a  specified  delay  in  the  payment  of 
their  notes  and  other  liabilities,  which  they  are  required  by 
their  charters  to  redeem  in  specie,  provide,  by  a  general 
law,  that  the  creditors  of  such  banks  may  apply  to  the 
courts  of  the  United  Slates  for  adequate  process  i  It  would 
not  be  requisite  to  inflict  upon  the  contractors,  or  their 
agent?,  personal  penalties;  but  commissioners  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  custody  their  effects  for  the  benefit  of 
their  creditors.  Such  a  proceeding  towarda  an  insolvent 
corporation  would  produce  measurable  relief  against  some 
of  the  mischiefs  often  complained  of.  The  acts  and  douigs 
of  such  a  commissioner  would  be  public.  All  parties  in- 
terested would  have  access  to  his  papers,  and  therebv  be 
able  to  estimate  correctly  the  value  of  the  liabilities  of'^  the 
corporation.  At  present,  under  the  existing  systems  of 
many  of  the  States,  the  managers  of  banks  that  have  failed 
continue  to  direct  secnily  their  operations.  They,  and 
they  alone,  know  minutelv  their  condition,  and  can  ascer- 
tain clearly  the  value  of  their  engagcmeilts.  The  direct- 
ors may,  too,  give  improper  preferences  to  creditors,  or 
transfer  the  whole  funds  of  the  banks  to  trustees,  instead  of 
making  a  fair  and  speedy  distribution  of  them  for  the  bene- 
fit of  all  concerned. 

Would  not  all  these  mischiefs  be  prevented  by  a  transfer 
of  the  papers  and  effects  of  a  bankrupt  corporation  to  a  pub- 
lic oflicer,  to  whose  proceedings  all  parties  interested  could 
have  unrestrained  access  1  And  would  not  a  measure  of 
this  character  operate  to  restrain  the  issues  and  business  of 
banks  within  reasonable  bounds  ?  If  the  stockholders  were 
appiized  that,  on  the  happening  of  a  certain  event,  the  as- 
sets of  the  bank  were  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  all 
concerned,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  believe  that  they  would 
take  care  to  guard  against  the  occurence  of  such  a  contin- 
gency, by  precautions  letter  than  those  which  have  been 
generally  used.  This  being  true,  here  is  a  simple  mode  in 
which  the  suggestions  of  the  message  can  be  responded  to, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  does  not  in  the  slightest  degree  encroach  upon  tl)e 
authority  of  the  Slates  to  grant  Iwnk  charters,  or  interfer.e 
with  the  personal  immunities  intended  to  be  secured  by 
such  grants ;  and  it  has  none  of  the  attributes  of  the  meas- 
ure proposed  by  Mr.  Branch,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  in  1827. 

There  are  other  modes  in  which  the  great  object  of  the 


message — a  remedy  against  depreciated  currencj— covU 
be  furthered  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  bsnkntit' 
law,  not  inconsistent  with  the  doctrines  conteiukd  for  in 
1827.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  on  Hub  aib- 
ject  Enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  the  Preadol 
has  not  exposed  himself  to  just  censure  or  defiuneiitia^ 
and  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  has  JiiehBiBd 
feithfuUy  the  duty  imposed  on  it  by  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  had  arisen  to  establish  those  two  positioni,  aod 
not  to  enter  into  the  debate  at  large ;  and  having  nid  d 
that  he  thought  needful  for  that  purpose,  be  condnded. 

[The  hour  of  half  past  two  having  arrived,  the  How 
took  its  usual  recess  tUi  feur  o'clock.] 

Erssiire  Sxssiok. 
TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

The  House  met  after  the  recess. 

The  biU  authorizing  an  issue  of  Treaiuxy  notes  be)q| 
under  coniiideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  DUNN,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  I9 
adding  a  clause  declaring,  in  substance,  that  the  banju  ff 
merchants  indebted  to  the  Government  might  settle  iM 
respective  balances  in  Treasury  notes  before  they  feUdafc 

But  it  was  ruled  not  to  be  in  order  at  this  time. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  oAni 
by  Mr.  Khett,  of  South  Carolina,  and  decided  in  the  n^ 
ativc.  . 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  be  olMrwd 
that,  by  the  bill  as  it  stood,  the  SecreUry  of  the  TrcMi? 
was  vested  with  an  unlimited  power  of  employbgMMoy 
clerks  as  he  pleased,  and  at  whatever  salary  he  cboM  to 
fix ;  and  he  inquired  of  Mr.  CAXii&BiJiirG  how  mi? 
clerks  were  contemplated  as  necessary,  and  wh<t«0to 
be  their  compensation  1 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  great  surpriis  W 
such  a  question  should  have  been  put  by  the  fiitber  of  U 
House,  who  had  been  in  Congress  all  through  the  U 
war,  and  had  voted  for  just  such  a  hill  to  issue  Tressoif 
notes,  with  a  similar  discretion  as  to  clerks. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  denied  that  he  had  voted  for  tbeW 
aUttded  to, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  was  sorry  to  horit 
He  then  referred  to  a  bill  passed  two  years  ago,  respectm 
Virginia  land  warrants,  where  many  clerks  were  neoesi^ 
and  in  which  a  similar  discretion  was  entrusted  *i*^ 
Department.  He  thought'  the  inquiry  the  most  sbsoi 
that  could  be  imagined. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  replied  with  some  warmth  to  this  le- 
mark,  and  a  long  conversation  ensued,  in  which  rsftrflM 
was  had  to  the  days  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  history  of » 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Willi ahs's  votes  W 
President,  and  the  general  politics  of  the  country,  in  » 
course  of  which  there  was  some  sharp  retort.  Mr.  Cii* 
BRKLBivo  declining  to  answer  Mr.  Williams's  query,  ■ 
moved  that  the  committee  rise ;  but  withdrew  the  moM 
at  the  request  of  . 

Mr.  DAWSON,  of  Georgia,  who  offered  an  uaa^ 
ment,  restricting  the  number  of  clerks  to  four^  and  v 
amount  of  the  salary  of  each  at  the  rate  of  $1,200  per**' 
num. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  his  assent  to  the 
amendment;  and  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  HATiiES*Dot 
hoard  by  our  reporter,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RIVES,  of  Virginia,  proposed  to  strike  otft  the » 
section  of  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Cajiss*"'*' 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  provide  for  the  issoing  ^ 
Treasury  notes  without  interest.  .       j. 

Mr.  R.  supported  his  amendment  by  a  speech,  in  wljj* 
he  insisted  that  notes  of  the  description  he  desired,  wbiK 
they  met  and  relieved  the  wants  of  the  Government,  wj"* 
eqpally  meet  the  great  want  of  the  people,  by  gi'in^  ***" 
a  uniform  circulating  mediiui.    He  contended  that  no  0 
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«oiiid  iM  argad  to  Uua  BMtswpe^  Mve  by  tli«  adTO- 
of  the  Baok  of  tbe  United  Skiilci,  or  by  ptnoM  do- 
innif  of  flpecalottog  on  the  noeeaiities  of  the  coatmiiDity ; 
hflOB  Bolee  woiikl  at  once  reduco  the  betenoe  of  exchaoge 
Mtk  Enghmd  ;  end  thie  wouM  operolo  to  pre^oDt  tbett  de- 
Trtaany  nolee  woQld  ciicQlelo  better  wtthont 
inteceot  than  with  •  low  rote  of  intereet ;  and 
tbeaneont  $40»OQO»4IOO  inHeMl  of  $10,000,000,  it 
HNild  be  ^  aafe  and  saluUvy  meaame^  and  the  very  beet 
Mug  Goajpvee  ooohl  do. 
Mr.  liAYNBB  suggeeted  thH  it  wae  of  Uttie  oonee- 
wheihar  theoe  notee  aboold  eirciikle^  or  ahoiUd  be 
fOT»  if  they  wera  hoarded,  the  eftot  would  be  to 
out  an  e^ml  aneout  into  aettve  ciroulatioo. 
Mr.  8NYDBR  eaid  he  would  vote  for  the  anendaieait 
r  the  chainnan  of  the  Oommittee  of  Waye  and  Meane/if 
m  wece  nnder  the  neoeesity  of  iaauiog  ten  millione  of  |»a- 
;  for  one,  he  thought  it  importaal  that  ih*  pa- 
be  of  e^nal  vakie  with  apeoie ;  unleie  it  i%  the 
will  be  that  the  ioMie  of  thia  pnper  wUl  add 
1^  in  place  of  diminiahing,  the  evil  which  at  proient  ex- 
^;  lbr»  diegotae  thje  as  you  may,  it  ia  a  debt  which  we 
H  lavolnDg  the  DOtioB  in  to  the  amouni  of  ten  millione 
rdoOne.    I  have  been  in  the  hafaU  of  alwaya  legialnting 
I  a  nanoOT  that  my  oonatilMQts  eould  underitMid  ny 
Hi;  hanee  I  would  nnieh  pieier  a  loan  of  ten  miUiona  to 
be  pwrnent  propoeed  mode  ol  iaeuing  wamnte  to  that 
pnaont,  ndeeinable  in  one  year;  Jot,  depead  upon  it,  if 
Inhmpeor  findi  with  the  84alae»  we  have  ten  millions  to 
hr  Ihsm  in  1889.    There  ie^now  a  deficit  in  the  Treasu- 
|raf  two  miUiona  and  upwanis ;  this^  together  with  the 
Jinaiy  espendiiure  of  the  Government,,  will  consnme  all 
m  eoBtuasplBied  revenne  of  the  nest  year ;  and^  aft  the 
iri  of  that  time^  the  money  most  be  raised  toredeem  the 
and  rest  asaaved  that  the  people  wiU  understand 
thejr  are  eallsd  upon  to  pay  it.     It  is  objopted,  too, 
if  thaaa  waraante  heat  antenat,  they  wiU  beaniionsly 
t  iw»  and,  being  aMMns  valuable  than  specie,  they  wHl 
I  locked  upj  and  withheld  from  cifenlation*'    Admit  this, 
^viM  tabe  ten  nulliona  of  spade  or  its  eqoiwalent  to  anth- 
■w  from  ciroolation  the  vrairants»  thus  adding  to  the 
pHBi  of  the  faanha  to  raanaie  specie  payment.     Not  only 
In  wants  of  the  people,  but  the  chaineler  of  our  Oovem- 
lin^  imperiously  demanda  that  we  should  issue  none 
ftw  than  a  cirecdaling  medtnin  wliach.  would  veheve  the 
ppagsd  stale  of  the  curvaney,  and  base  an  equal  value 
i^  spsde.     I  repaati,  sir,  I  would  prefer  a  Iqan  to  the 
limn  ef  ieming  a  pnper  currency,  not  based  on  a  epecie 
■ilal^  and  which  the  taxea  of  our  conitituents  must  in 

Jir.  CAMBRBLEN6  thought  it  desiimble  to  get  this 
into  the  Hooss  without  delay ;  gentlemen  need  net 
the  previoue  question,  beoauae,  as  the  body  of  the 
was  in  the  form  of  an  aoMndment  to  the  bill  oiiginally 
the  previous  questiott  oonid  not  lie  taken  before 
nendment  was  voted  on.  He  explained  the  reason 
tiioagli  at  first  in  lavor  of  Treasury  notes  without 
he  liad  since  changed  his  opinion.  When  ho 
nolea  without  interest^  a  large  amount  vras  ex- 
10  flow  into  the  Treasury  ;  thb  was  now  to  be  do- 
had ;  and  it  wae  saftst  to  add  an  interest  to  gtiard  against 
■Kdation.  (Gentlemen  ought  to  rsmember  that  one 
llion  of  these  notes  bought  op  and  sent  abroad  waa  equal, 
baaefieial  eflbots  upon  the  state  of  the  ourrency,  to 
miltions  eirculsting  at  home. 

GHAMBER8,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  corn- 
rise  ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 
Mr.  BELL  euggasted  ii  would  be  best  to  pass  at  once 
the  amendmenti  thai  should  be  ofiered,  then  lay  this 
and  take  up  tbe  ethers,  and  go  through  with 
in  committee,  and  report  the  whole  to  the  House 
it  deh^.     He  considefed  this  as  die  most  important 
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bill  fet  the  adminaetmtion  of  all  that  had  been  reported. 
This  was  tbe  money  bill ;  pass  thss  *^  Ihese  ten  millions 
could  be  converted  by  the  (jovemmeni  into  specie,  and  it 
had  already  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  in  the  deposits 
banks  which  this  bill  would  render  pennaaently  unavaila- 
ble ;  so  that  thoy  would  be  enabled  to  do  all  they  desireda 
with  or  without  -the  sub-Treasury  bill.  The  Treasufy 
oould  aecnrely  hoard  up  the  avails  of  these  notea^  and  then 
circulate  its  own  drafts. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  had  an  amendoMnt  which 
he  was  deeirous  to  otter  as  a  substitute  for  tbe  pressnt  bill ; 
the  substance  of  which  he  atated  to  be,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  due  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (other  than  those  lor  the 
first  instalment,)  provided  they  should  not  sell  below  par, 
which  would  amount  to  about  eix  million^  and  a  half;  and 
if  that  should  be  impmctiesble,  then  that  he  borrow,  on 
those  bflods,  six  and  a  half  miMiens,  -at  an  intereet  not  ex- 
ceeding aix  per  cent,  payable  at  any  time  after  two  years. 
He  made  a  few  remarka  to  show  the  probability  that  these 
bonds  coakl  be  sold  at  par.  As  to  the  question  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  Trsasnry  notes,  he  held  theft  it  depended 
on  the  fact  whether  any  fund  was  provided  in  hand  on 
whieh  to  fonnd  their  payment;  without  this,  he  contended 
they  were  but  meae  paper  money,  and,  as  sud»,  nnconstt- 
tntionol. 

Mr.  RIVES  now  modified  bis  amendment,  eo  us  to  insert 
the  words  «*not  bsaring  totersst.^* 

Mr.  HOLBEY,  of  Georgia  •nNiead  the  amendment, 
and  aigned  the  danger,  or  at  least  the  posdAnttly,  of  such 
notes  going  below  par,  and  d«rett  <m  the  mlsehievous  oon- 
ssquences  to  the  country  aad  t*  tie  Government* 

Mr.  MoKIM  eaid  he  was  in  favor  of  Treaauiy  notes 
bearing  interest,  though  he  conaidered  the  security  of  the 
United  Statea  better  than  any  other  in  tbe  world.  Ho 
had  seen  them,  at  one  period  of  the  late  war,  at  a  discount 
of  14  per  cent. ;  but  he  did  not  believe  that  such  wouM  be 
the  eaee  now.  He  proferred-  notes  to  a  loen,  as  it  would 
be  but  ibr  a  year,  and  nobody  would  want  to  invest  their 
money  in  stock  which  had  so  rbort  a  time  to  run.  He 
thought  it  not  right  to  ofier  to  pa/  the  public  creditors  in 
psper  not  bearing  internet,  nor  did  he  debire  the  Govern- 
ment to  encounter  the  odium  of  issning  peper  money. 
.  Mr.  PHILLIPS  reminded  the  committee  that  thoy  were 
to  look  at  all  theae  several  hiUs  aa  but  diffemnt  parts  of  one 
conneeted  system,  and  that  the  entire  system  was^  in  like 
manner,  oonnected  with  and  Involved  in  esch  bilL 

The  queetion  was  not  put  on  Mr.  RiTxa'a  amendment, 
to  add  the  worde  <<  not  bearing  interost,"  and  negatived: 
Ayes  56,  noes  01. 

The  queetion  wss  tbsn  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Un  nan  WOOD,  which  he  now  offired  in  the^olb>wing 
words : 

Thai  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  be  authorised  to  sell 
and  tcansfor  to  the  purchaser  or  porchsssfs  the  bonde  or 
evidences  of  debt  executed  bj  the  president,  directors,  and 
oomp<iny  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  and  in  considerstion  of  the  stock  bsld  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  late  Bank  of.  the  United  Slates,  and  to 
apply  the  money  arising  from  such  ssle  and  transfer,  in 
payment  of  any  demands  upon  the  'i'reasuiy :  Provided^ 
MUfever^  That  no  sale  and  transfer  of  ssid  bonds  or  evi- 
denoee  of  debt  shall  be  made  for  a  leas  sum  than  the  nom- 
inal amount  of  said  bonds  or  evidenoes  of  debt,  exclusive 
of  interest. 

Sec  S.  And  be  it  further  enmttd^  That  if  it  be  im- 
practicable  to  sell  sstd  bonds,  or  evidences  of  debt,  in  the 
manner  provided  in  the  &€^i  section  of  this  act,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  is  hese- 
by  authorised,  to  borrow  six  million  five  htmdred  thousend 
dollars,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  Sutes»  at  on  interest 
not  exceeding  the  rate  of  aix  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  to 
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apply  the  money  to  borrowed  in  payfnent  of  any  demand* 
upon  the  Treasury ;  and  all  money  borrowed  under  the 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  and  may  Iw  repaid  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States  at  any 
time  after  the  lapse  of  two  years  from  the  time  it  shall  have 
been  borrowed. 

When  it  was  negatived :  Ayes  80,  noee  01. 

Mr.  DUNN,  of  Indiana,  oflered  now  the  amendment  he 
had  before  proposed,  as  follows : 

<<  Including  alt  balances  owing  by  the  late  depodte  banks, 
and  all  sums  owing  on  duty  bonds,  whether  such  balances 
on  bonds  or  Treasury  notes  shall;  at  the  time  of  any  such 
offer  to  pay,  be  due  or  not." 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  opposed  this  apiendment.  The 
Government  mig^tas  well  allow' a  merchant  now  to  antici- 
pate his  bonds,  by  buying  up  depreciated  paper  and  taking 
them  up  before  they  fell  due.  Let  the  notes  be  received 
when  the  debt  fell  due,  and  not  before.  The  other  arrange- 
ment might  embarrass  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  of  Virginia,  suggested  that  if  this 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  the  United  States  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania  might  pay  the  whole  amount  of  their  bonds 
to  Government  in  that  way. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  supported  the  amendment^  contending 
Uiat  it  was  the  right  of  the  creditor  to  set  off  Treasury 
notes,  if  he  could  get  tbem,  against  his  debt  to  the  Govern- 
ment. This  would  held  out  a  strong  inducement  to  all 
creditors  of  Government  to  take  these  notes,  and  they 
would  thus  be  sooner  brought  into  circulation. 

Mr.  DUNN  insisted  that  the  terms  of  his  amendment 
excluded  the  United  States  Bank  from  availing  itself  of  it, 
as  suggested  by  Mr.  Robbbtsot.  Tho  effect  of  his 
amentaent  would  be  to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  these 
notes. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  the  merchants  would  be  lefi 
just  as  they  were  now ;  they  could  buy  these  notes  and 
hold  them  till  the  time  their  debts  to  Government  fell  doe. 
It  would  leave  both  the  banks  and  the  merchants  precisely 
where  they  were  now.  ' 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  nf  Kentucky,  went  into  a  speedi 
of  some  length,  in  which  he  animadverted,  with  severi- 
ty, on  the  Bnancial  measurea  proposed  by  the  adminis- 
tration, and  insisted  that  it  was  very  manifest  that  the  ob- 
ject was  to  place  the  banks  at  the  mercy  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  eventually  to  cruah  them.  He  did 
not  wish  the  mil  to  leave  the  bands  of  the  committee  till 
some  security  was  provided  against  such  a  result.  * 

He  therefore  moved  to  lay  this  bill  and  amendment  aside 
for  the  present,  and  take  up  tho  bill  to  provide  for  the  final 
settlement  of  accounts  with  the  late  dcposite  banks. 

A  question  of  order  was  raised  by  Mr.  Canbbblbvo, 
but  the  motion,  alter  some  discussion,  was  decided  to  be 
in  order. 

The  motion,  however,  was  negatived  :  Ayes  78,  noes  96. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Dukn's' amend  meat, 
and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a  counL 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Caxbbblbito,  (in  fact  upon  the  whole  bill,) 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  wbhed  to  take  a  « woodpecker's 
tap"  on  this  « hollow  beech  tree;"  he  accordingly  moved 
the  f  tllowing  amendments  to  the  biH : 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  autho- 
riMd  to  cause  Treasury  notes  for  such  sun^or  sums  as  [he 
may  think  expedient]  the  exigencies  of  ue  Government 
may  require,  but  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole  amount  of 
notes  issued,  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  de- 
nominations not  less  than  one  hnndred  dollars  for  any  one 
note,  to  be  prepared,  signed,  and  issued,  in  tbe  manner 
hereinafter  provided. 

Sec  8.  And  he  it  furthet  enacted^  That  the  said  Trea- 
sury notes,  autboriM  to  be  issued  by  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  shall  be  reimbursed  and  redeemed  by  the 


United  StatM^  at  tbe  Treasury  thereof,  after  the  eijm. 
lion  of  one  year  from  the  dates  of  tbe  said  no)cs  raip» 
lively  ;  [from  which  said  dates,  for  the  term  of  one  yev, 
and  no  longer,  they  shall  bear  such  interest  as  shall  bea< 
pressed  upon  the  face  of  the  said  notss ;  which  rrts  of  is- 
terest,  upon  each  several  issue  of  the  said  netoi^  ihl 
be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  and  with  ds 
advice  and  approbation  €^  the  President;  but  shsUioM 
case  exceed  the  rate  of  interest  of  six  per  centum  ptrw 
num.]  Tbe  reimbursement  herein  provided  for  iliiJfh 
made  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statss  to  the  holdn 
of  the  said  notes  respectively,  upon  presentment,  [id 
shall  Include  the  principal  of  each  note,  and  tbe  intnai 
which  may  be  due  thereon  at  the  tiuse  of  payment}  Fa 
this  reimbursement,  at  the  time  and  limes  herein  ipt- 
cified,  the  faith  of  the  United  Statee  is  hereby  sohonlj 
pledged. 

Sec  3.  And  be  Ufuirthar  enacted^  That  the  ssid  Ti» 
sury  notes  shall  be  prepared  under  the  direction  of  lia 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  shall  be  signed  on  MmV 
of  the  United  States  by  the  Treasurer  thereof,  sad  onb- 
tersigned  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  ;  and  thit  tiM 
ofiioers  respectively  shall,  as  cbecka  upon  each  other,  mi 
to  secure  the  publtc  safety,  keep  aeparate,  full,  and  mcb- 
rate  accounts  of  the  number,  date,  denominatioB,  td 
amount  of  all  the  notes  signed  and  countersigned  hy  thai 
respectively^  which  said  accoonta  ahall  be  carefoAy  pM- 
served  and  placed  on  file  in  the  Treasury  Departownt;  ndi 
also,  similar  accounts,  kept  and  preaerred  in  tbe  stiseiia- 
ner,  of  all  tho  said  notes  rsdeemed,  as  the  same  Ail  be 
returned  and  cancelled;  and  the  Treasurer  shall fnitha 
account  quartofly  for  all  such  notes  delivered  to  bin  k 
signature  or  isaoe  by  the  Register.  The  Treasaiw  mi 
Register  of  the  Treasury  are  hereby  authoriwi,  hj  mi 
with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Secreteiy  of  ^ 
Treasury,  to  en4>loy  sudi  additional  tomporeiy  cleiki » 
the  duties  enioined  upon  them  by  this  section  may  lodt 
necessary :  the  compensation  of  each  clerk  so  cmploycii  tf 
be  fixed  by  the  Secretary. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  tbe  6ecnt^r 
of  tbe  Treasury  is  hereby  authorised,  with  tbe  sppiDl«|>J 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  te  cause  to  beiaej 
such  portion  of  the  said  Treasury  notes  as  the  PmiM 
may  think  expedient,  in  payment  of  debts  due  hj  the  U*^, 
ted  States,  to  such  public  creditors  or  other  persoiM  ai 
choose  to  receive  svrh  notes  in  payment,  as  afora«ili 
par,]  on  tho  face.  .  [And  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Titwo 
further  authorised,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Pn"^' 
the  United  States,  to  borrow,  from  time  to  timc^  not 
par,  such  sums  as  the  President  may  think  expedieilt 
the  credit  of  such  notes.]  Providulf  That  it  thaiijid 
Imvfulfor  the  Secretary  of  the  Trvaetiry,  or  any  M^ 
ing  ojfuer  of  the  Cotemmtnt,  to  pay  out  or  etradalt 
Irea^ury  note  or  notes,  ao  hmg  aa  (here  rcmtAu  ts 
handa  of  such  diaburaing  ojfieer,  or  the  Treawrtr^ 
United  Statea^  anyjmeeie  or  other  (wailabkfundt 
provided  further.  That  the  tokoie  amount,  erao 
the  Jive  miliion*  of  doUara  aa  by  law  ia  te  remain  i» 
Treaeury  far  contifuteneiea,  ahall  be  kept  an  hm 
Treaaury  notea,  until  the  exigendea  of  the  Goaemr 
ahall  render  their  use  or  eireuSuion  neeeaaary*      ^  ^, 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tbe  ssid  TwjJ 
ury  notes  shall  be  transferable,  by  delivery  end  A*^?? 
endorsed  thereon,  by  the  person  to  whom  the  suae  n'^ 
on  the  face  thereof,  have  been  made  payable. 

Sec  6  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
ury  notes  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  rH  '^oj** 
taxes  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  ofiH 
public  lands  sold  by  the  said  authority,  and  of  all  debu 
to  the  United  States,  of  any  character  whatsoever. 
on  every  such  payment  credit  shall  be  given  for  the  « 
[of  the  principal  and  interest,  which,  on  the  day  w 
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mffu&a^  mfty  te]  d«e  on  this  note  or  noUi  tbiu  givon  in 


8oe.  7.  iiiuf  6e  UJuriktr  enaeUd,  That  the  eeeretaiy 
I  Um  Tnmatj  b«»  and  ho  i«  horeby,  attcboiiMd  «nd  di- 
icted  to  euMo  to  bo  maaboned  and  paid  [tha  principal  and 
■tarart  of]  the  Treaaorj  notaa  whieh  may  bo  iamod  by 
Irtno  of  thia  act,  at  the  aevoral  timo  and  timoa  whan  the 
IBO^  aeeofdinf  to  tho*proviaionaof  thia  aot»  diould  bo  thna 
riroboMd  and  paid.  \Aiid  tho  aaid  Socioiaffy  k  farther 
litoiiaed  to  oHiko  pnichaaaa  of  the  aaid  netaa  at  par,  Ibr 
ha  amoont  of  tho  principal  and  intareat  due  at  tho  time  of 
wwhaan  OB  aoeh  notoa.  And  ao  aooh  of  any  unappropri- 
Md  aoiiiya  in  tho  Traaaaiy  ao  may  be  nacooaary  Ibr  that 
nrpooo^  io  hereby  approptiatod  for  paying  tho  prineipel  and 
otoraatof  aaid  nolea.]- 

8ae.  8.  And  be  itfurtket  enstted.  That  a  omn  not  ox- 
miang  twenty  tbonaand  doUar%  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
■appiepriatad  money  in  the  Treeaaffy»  be,  and  the  eamo 
i  boMfay,  appiopriglady  for  delraying  the  expenee  of -pva- 
■nag^  printing*  ongravingt  aig»ing»  and  otherwiaa  ind- 
Imt  to  tbe  inoing  of  the  Trommy  notaa  aathoriaod  by  thii 

►  Mr.  WI8£  remarked  with  aoyanty  npon  the  bill»  aa  bo- 
ll bot  tiie  eommonceoient  of  the  oyatem  of  a.Treaaury 
Imk.  Tho  oyotom  waa  to  he  preoonted  not  at  onoe,  hot 
Ihewnaal,  The  firat^  and  tho  largaat  atrido  waa  to  fomiliar- 
to  Aa  minds  of  the  people  with  Traaonry  iaauee.  The 
flmiiifod  for  thia  waa  tho  neoaaaitioa  of  the  GoTormnent; 
kal  M  booorable  gontlanian  from  donth  Carolina  had  pome 
Mt  boldly  tho  other  day«  and  avowed  hit  opinion  that  the 
Befomment  ought  to  have  a  permanent  paper  circaftation. 
ir.  W.  ODtoied  hia  pioteat  againat  a  new  poblic  debt,  and 
iTfeoamy  bank.  He  compared  the  condoct  of  tho  ad- 
inrntmioo  to  that  of  the  foroooe  Fanny  Wrigfat»  who, 
ter  dononncing  matrioMny  in  the  moat  unmeaoured  tenna, 
im  Mzt  heard  of  aa  Mad.  Daruamont.  So  thia  Oovem- 
toet  waa  for  a  divorce  from  all  banka;  but  the  next  thing 
Mid  of  wonid  bo  tto  marriage  to  the  wetat  bank  on  the 
bm  of  God'a  earth— «  Treaaary  bank. 
^  Mr.  W.  oondaded  a  abort,  bat  animaled  -  apeoah,  by 
■atiog  tlMt  tho  committee  riee. 
L  Tbe  moiioa  waa  negatived  i  Ayea  83,  noea  89. 
k  Tba  qneation  waa  then  pot  on  hia  amendment,  and  it 


r-Mr.  GAMBRELENQ,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  Bonk 
if  tbo  Uailed  Sutee  from  availing  itadf  of  Traaoury  notea 
epBirbin  ito  bonda  to  tho  United  8tetef>,  (which  it  would, 
Ipoovbk^  certainlydoyoe  it  would  be  e  profitable  operation,) 
Mified  hia  amendment  by  adding,  after  tho  word  banko 
Hdno  whn&  aaid  Treaaary  notea  ihali  be  ofiered  in  pay- 


\  Mr.  DUNN  moved  aaan  additional  aeotion  to  the  bill,  a 
hiiimin  that  the.  power  of  the  Secretary  of  tho  Traaaoty 
liiiaeTreaaury  nocee  do  ceaae  on  the  let  Monday  of  M^, 
fH8 ;  bat  it  waa  rejected  vrithoqt  a  count. 
>Ur,  FILLMORE  wiahed  to  amend  the  bill  by  atriklng 
tit  the  danae  whieh  providea  a  penalty  for  having  in  a 
Wo  paameaion  paper  oimiho'  to  that  need  for  the  Treea- 
19  notea,  with  intont  to  counterfeit ;  but  hia  motion  waa 
kVMivod  ailar  a  abort  dioooaoion. 

i  Mr.  BUN  N  oAied  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  the  fol- 
iMring  proviao :    - 

>  Pmidedf  however^  I'hat  tho  lato  depooito  banki^  and 
N>ono  iadobtod  for  dutiae  on  extended  bend%  may  pay 
ha  mate  at  any  time  in  Troeaory  notoa,  whether  aaid  debta, 
Treaanry  noteo^  are  due  or  not  et  tho  timo  of  each 
to  pay. 

W.  C.  MHNSON  moved  to  maert  a  pioviaian 

tbe  power  to  ieooo  Treeaory  nolea  ceaae  on  the  aeoood 

'  y  of  June,   1839,  and  aeconded  tho  motion  by  a 

opeeeh  afging  tho  importance  of  teeting  the  qoeation 

the  maaanre  propoaed  in  thia  l«iU  waa  temporary 


and  remedial  only,  or  waa  to  be  a  fixed  and  permanent 
ay  atom. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  complained  of  the  many  occaaiona  on 
which  tho  friends  of  the  adminiatration  were  compelled  to 
ait  and  liaton  to  tho  tannto  of  the  oppooition,  who  wma 
continually  charging  them  with  being  under  Bxecutive  in* 
fluence,  and  ao  forth.  He  would  admit  that  they  acted  to- 
gether, and  what  of  that!  Tbe  frienda  of  the  Qovemroent 
had  eome  here  for  tbe  very  purpoee  of  acting  together,  to 
relieve  the  country  finem  ito  pneent  dietreoo.  But  the  op- 
pooition were  continnally  raiaiog  the  panic  noto,  and  yet 
did  nothing  towarda  relief.  They  not  only  refuae  to  act 
Ihemoelvea,  but  they  endeavor  to  emharraoa  and  prevent 
othora  from  ao  doing.  Waa  it  not  but  the  other  day,  that 
one  who  claime  to  be  a  leader  of  the  other  aide,  [Mr. 
Wias,]told  them  "that  ho  would  ofler  nothing,  and  he 
hoped  that  none  of  the  oppooition  would  ofler  any  propo- 
aitien  for  relief  1"  Mr.  D.  then  reforred  to  the  varioua 
maeenraa  now  propoaed,  and  oontended  that  they  were  all 
calealated  to  aflbad  relief  to  the  6onka  and  country  at  laige. 
He.rafoned  to  the  abort  period  romaming  of  the  aaarton, 
and  eameoily  entnaled  the  oppoaition,  that  if  tbay  wookl 
not  act  themeelvBo,  at  leaat  to  permit  othoia  to  act  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  rejoined  with  animatian ;  whan 
the  queation  wee  taken  and  hu  aoMndment  rejected. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  moved  to  amend  the  penel  aeetion  of 
the  bill,  by  aupplying  a  manifoat  omiaaion  of  the  ceee  of  a 
man'a  having  in  hia  pooMoaion  counterfoit  Treaaary  nntea, 
with  the  intont  to  peia  them ;  bat  (owing^  aa  waa  believed, 
to  a  miaappBahenaion  pf  the  veto)  it  waa  decUred  to  be 
negatived. 

.  The  amendment  of  Mr.  CAxamaLane,  aa  amended, 
waa  then  agreed  to,  and  the  comouttee  rooe,  and  reported 
the  bill  to  the  Hoaae ;  whereapon 

Tho  HouM  adjoarned. 

THoaaDAT,  OcTOBBn  6. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Alter  tranaeeting  aoaw  other  bueineeo,  the  Houae  peaoed 
to  the  unfiniahed  booineea  of  yeeterday,  which  was  the  cott- 
oideratioo  of  the  reaolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Meana,  decUring  it  to  be  inexpedient  to  charter 
a  national  bank ;  and  the  qooation  being  on  Mr.  SamaaAirr'a 
motion  to  refor  the  reoolotion  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  ot«to  of  tho  Union, 

Mr.  BYNUM,  who  waa  entitled  to  the  floor,  aaid  be 
had  not  riaen  on  yeateiday,  ao  maeh  with  tho  intontion  of 
making  a  apeech,  aa  to  expreaa  hia  hearty  concurrence  in 
the  oentimento  expreooed  by  the  honoreble  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Glabcook,]  and  the  honoreble  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  CLAna,]  and  be  exceedingly  re- 
gretted that  it  became  the  duty  of  tbo  Chair  to  interpoae 
and  arreat  the  remarka  of  thoae  honorable  gentlemen, 
knowing  that  they  would  hove  been  able  to  pleoe  the  onb- 
ject  in  a  dearer  point  of  view  than  it  waa  in  hio  power  to 
do.  He  aloo  roae  to  expreaa  hia  aatonialuaent  at  the  ea- 
traordinary  courae  paraued  by  tbo  ganlleman  from  Ponn- 
aylvania,  [Mr.  SaaoBAXT,]  inpmoving  to  commit  the  reao- 
lution to  a  Committee  of  the  Wh(^  on  the  atoto  of  tbo 
Union,  afrer  having  been  indulged  by  tbe  Houae  for  three 
or  four  days  in  sncoewioh,  in  lecturing  the  Houoe  and  ad- 
miniotntion,  end  oulogiBiQg-^ahnoat  delivering  a  funeral 
aermon  ever  the  coroe  of  the  dead  monater— the  bank. 
After  aH  thia,  it  appeared  to  him  otmnge  that  the  gentle- 
man ohoold  ooneeivo  it  to  be  hio  duty,  to  the  pre judioe  of 
thoee  who  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  oppoee  a  rechartor  of 
the  United  Stotee  Bank,  to  move  to  commit  the  reaolution 
to  tho  Committee  of  the  Whole,  thereby  depriving  them  of 
the  opportnnity  of  delendUig  themeelveo»  or  replying  to  the 
Mgamento  adduoed  by  the  geatlenMn,  becenoe  it  io  wall 
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known  tbat  the  rales  prevent  a  member  in  Comrnktee  of 
the  Whole  from  replying  to  ergumenfai  made  in  theHovee. 
He  hoped  the  Houm  would  net  adopt  the  motion  made  by 
Uie  gentleman  from  Pennay Wania,  for  thia  reaaon :  Chat 
dieee  gentlemen  had  rained  the  hoe-aad'CTy  about  the  dia- 
tresaea  under  which  the  eonntry  waa  laboring ;  when,  in 
hia  opinion,  if  there  was  any  dixtreea  in  thw  eountiy,  it 
had  sprang  from  the  action  of  that  profligate  and  monatroos 
inatitution,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  beliTed  it 
was  the  Pandora's  box  which  had  been  the  eaoae  of  all  the 
eomplaintSy  all  the  evila,  and  all  the  diatreaaea,  of  which 
we  have  heard  ao  iMich  on  this  ikibr.  He  hoped  theqoea- 
tton  might  be  taken  at  the  prasent  session  of  Congress,  so 
that  the  country  might  be  put  at  rest  in  rslation  to  it 
Let  gentlemen  come  op  to  Uie  qaestioo,  and  toe  the  maifc. 
I^  the  qneation  be  decided  in  the  House,  and  not  aent  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  no  vole  ein  be  taken 
on  it,  and  where  diseussion  will  only  add  to  the  distvsseas 
which  aheady  etiat.  In  his  humble  opiniott,  tbsM  eo«ld 
he  nothing  which  would*  aflbrd  more  mM  and  adbstaniial 
relief  than  a  decision  of  this  House,  that  will  show  to  those 
who  make  complaints  of  distress^  and  nng  the  ehaagea  on 
the  word  panic,  that  th«r  favorite  project  ia  hopeleaa ;  that 
a  United  States  Bank  cannot  be  chartered  by  die  Congreaa 
of  the  United  States ;  and  that  it  was  in  vain  for  them  to 
be  indulging  themselves  with  the  hope  diat  it  can.  The 
sooner  tMs  was  done  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  people  of 
the  country.  In  his  opinion,  if  we  intend  to  act  in  good 
&ith  to  the  people^  and  do  any  thing  lor  the  relief  of  the 
people  of  the  eoantryj  and  the  distresses  of  that  people, 
the  veiy  first  thing  we  abould  do  would  be  to  determine 
whether  the  establishment  of  a  United  States  Bank  was  to 
be  expected  by  any  party  in  the  country ;  to  aetMe  and  fix 
the  question  finally,  so  that  the  people  of  the  country  and 
the  capitalists  of  the  country  might  know  what  to  do.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  capitd  now 
held  up  which  would  be  invested  in  other  businesn,  if  this 
question  was  determined ;  and  why  not  determine  it  at 
once,  and  put  it  at  rest  ?  Gentlemen,  in  support  of  their 
motion  to  refer  this  resolutioii  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  say  they  want  a  discossion  of  the  8ab)eet.  Why, 
do  they  not  know  that  it  has  been  diacosssd  from  year  to 
year  for  the  last  six  years,  throughout  the  whole  eoontiy, 
and  in  both  branches  of  Congress  ?  Do  they  not  know 
that  it  has  been  discussed  in  iKHh  branches  of  Congress  at 
the  present  sessiony  on  almost  every  subject  which  has 
been  brought  forward  1  Have  we  not  heard  the  ditties 
which  have  been  sung  in  this  House  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania,  in  eulogy  of  their  favorite  inatitution  ? 
And  do  geiMlemen  not  know  that  this  subject  baa  been  dia- 
cttssed  until  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  country 
turn  away  from  it  with  loathing  and  disgust  1  It  has  been 
decided  at  the  ballot  bex  that  a  nMJorlty  of  the  people  of 
the  country  were  oppoaed  to  the  ef^eUishmOnt  of  a  nation- 
al bank ;  and  he  wished  to  be  pemtitted  to  tell  gentlemen 
that  they  mistook  the  intelligence,  virtne,  and  patriotism 
of  the  people  of  the  cocmtry,  if  they  expect,  by  this  pro- 
tracted diicOBsion  of  the  question,  to  drive  them  from  their 
opposition  to  a  bank  of  the  United  States.  It  warin  vain 
for  them  to  expect  to  ri*^^  the  chaina  which  had  sprung 
from  that  institution,  on  the  neeks  of  the  people  ^  and  the 
sooner  the  matter  was  decided,  the  better  for  the  country, 
as  it  will  put  at  rest  all  agitation  and  tormoil.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statea  has  been  accused  of  taking  an 
extraordinary  course,  and  of  endeavoring  to  forestall  pub- 
He  opinion,  by  the  very  consistent  gentlemen  of  the  oppo- 
sition. He  has  been  denounced  and  declaimed  against  by 
those  who  deal  in  declamation,  for  tbe  extraordinary  and 
high -banded  course  he  has  pursued ;  and  it  will  be  recol- 
lected by  every  gentleman  here,  that  those  who  now  de- 
nounce him  for  throwing  out  his  opinions  in  advance,  de- 
'flounced  him  two  ytera  ago  because  of  his  non^eommtiral- 


isn.  l^eae  gendeasen  then  said  Umkhei 
tal  on  every  thing — that  he  would  never  toe  the  i 
duLt  he  wookl  never  go  in  advance  of  public  opioioiifU 
always  fbliowed  aAer  it.  Now,  bowevsr,  Aitjnfk 
PiOsMsnt  baa  introduced  both  fockkas  and  «iliiiidiM| 
measures,  and  they  denoonoe  him  for  eodeavorng  toi« 
sUll  public  af>inion.  All  these  erguaeats  and  denoti 
dons  dionU  be  foirly  met,  and  be  weald  aA  the  in* 
men  from  Pennsylvania,  wfaedier  the  friends  of  ibudni 
iatratmn  wenki  have  the  oppertnnity  ef  aoswensf  biai 
Committae  of  the  Whole?  beoonae  die  gmUnaMii 
knows  it  is  againat  die  rule  to  reply  lo  aigonmli  mhi 
dieHeuMi.  Howadied  tosee  adtrectandcsrljvonipi 
dnsanfageol.  The. people- of  dMcoontiy  leqoiie it.  1I| 
want  to  know  what  prospects  there  are  for  lbs  nAumi 
a  national  baidc,  so  that  they  may  know  whitloayd 
He  did  not  believe  that  there  wnaany  gsntlaaiiBiBil 
Honse,  who'was  inimioalto  the  e^aHJahment  of  aaniil 
bonk,  whodcairBd  to  avoid  diequesdon  hfitkun'^^ 
die  CommitlBe  of  dM  Whole.  Every  indindiial  ^i 
atvheart  hoatila  to  a  lechariar  of  the  bank,  oMMtbst 
to  keep  the  subject  in  the  House,  and  not  psnnititl 
to  dw  Comoiitleeof  the  WhiiK  wberaitmaybedi^ 
to  the  end  of  Iks  session  without  ooming  to  uj 
sion  >  thereon.  Gentlemen  have  talked  a  gnst  ^  < 
skulking  and  dodging  qoestisais ;  but,  hewouMnk,! 
ever  saw  snch  dodging  aa  them  hod  boan  oa  tbiiqsaii 
Gentlemen  deeired  not  only  lo  dodge  the  qasrtii>»M| 
dodge  behind  the  rules  of  the  H«use  tosavatloaMM 
from  having  their  argnmenle  anaweied»  aodthdrdflM 
eiadtina  exposed. 

It  was  easy  tonBake  aasertiona^  hut  it  was  ootstti^ 
prove  them  ;  therefose,  gendemen  endeavor  to  Ml  r'^'^ 
aelves  by  having  the  sabjeot  isfoived  to  the  Ccnnii 
the  Whole.'  Let  the  American  peopfta  sec  whil|Mrij( 
port  a  national  bank;  let  them  aae  their  stieogth,  tol^ 
proeped  there  is  for  them  to  suceeed,  sod  thsf  wiH 
isfied.  Theforming  and  mechanical  interosis stb wvr 
isfied.  Who,  dien,  an  making  all  these  eoBi|iliin^ 
is  the  bankites,  the  lag-barens,  and  the  f^j^ 
These  are  the  men  who  are  endeavoring  to  psndtr  ike  m 
ernment  unpopular  with  the  people,  end  i^*^^^ 
contented  with  their  country.  The  vapid  stridsishina 
bank  is  making  for  almost  universal  dominion  ia  Ao^ 
warn  ua  of  the  neosasi^  of  letiing  the  coaoiiyiMtl 
world  know  its  fote  as  aoon  aa  poasihle.  We  ^^^ 
but  recently  of  this  institution  sending  an  agoitto  Enn 
perhapa  to  interfere  with  onr  commeaee.  S*a7  ^ 
monisheausofthedangerof  the  bank ;  and  aksH  mN 
sit  by  and  encourage  agitalion,  and  add  to  in  p0"'^ 
doing  injury  to  the  country  1  He  hoped  that  the  iM 
ratty  of  thia  Houae  would  give  it  aa  their  opinionlM 
democracy  of  the  country,  and  to  the  agfioalniitli  nasi 
ieal,  and  laboring  interests  of  the  eonntry,  that  it  i^ 
expedient  to  establish  an  inadtodon  which  bad  dni 
war  upon  the  country,  and  stood  ont  againat  the  aoveiaP 
of  the  people  themselves.  Jjet  them  know  tkii»lf^* 
world  know  it,  and  we  will  hear  but  Htde  of  ibiiM^ 
which  has  been  so  kmg  sounded  in  our  ears.  I^  ^f*^ 
this  subject  is  kept  in  agitation  before  diis  Hoois  *a4« 
country,  the  cry  of  distress,  and  panic,  end  coDfuooBt  * 
be  kept  up,  the  President  will  be  denounced,  sad  t  ■ 
of  the  United  States  will  he  held  up  as  die  onlr  P^ 
for  the  country.  Gentlemen  eonld  not  suppoae  r«an 
norant  of  the  game  dMy  are  playing.  They  tell  as  tbt" 
haa  not  arrived  for' introducing  the  suTijectof  a  diIM 
bank.  But  what  do  they  mean  by  diis  ?  They  «>«>>' 
they  do  not  want  it  condemned ;  they  do  not  want  W^ 
voice  of  the  people  spoken  on  this  subject,  bseasn* 
'know  it  would  be  against  them.  ^ 

He  hoped  that  no  one  who  was  apposed  to  l^JTv! 
of  this  inodtudon  would  hesitate  in  vedng  to  r^P* 
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fPopoMiiMi  iiilMiittad  faj  IhegfaHiawm  ftan  PeaiMylva- 
■it,  to  nftr  thu  reaolution  lo  the  CommillM  of  the  Whole 
M  iIm  fteto  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GU8HMAN  bM  that,  betiefinff  -evefy  gentleiMn 
to  litf»  Biede  vp  hii  mind  on  the  qneetion  in  relation  to 
the  expedieocy  of  chartering  a  national  bank,  and  that  the 
m/it  of  the  paUic  booineei  woidd  not  permit  of  ito  further 
fceiitoien,  lie  moved  the  previone  ipiestion. 

Nr.  HAYNE8  moved  a  call  of  the  Honee,  which  wae 
iriitod;  and  the  roll  having  been  ealled  ovnr,  and  IM> 
toBmkm  enewering  to  their  namee^ 

Mr.  If  ORGAN  moved  to  diifienee  with  all  further  pro- 
ON^iifi  ooder  the  call ;  whieh  wae  aipwed  to. 

Tbe  pnviooa  qiieation  wm  than  aecsended— ayes  88, 

MtoSO. 

Mr.  REED  called  for  the  yeaa  and  naye  on  oidering  the 
«MB  qaoMion ;  whidt  were  oidered*  and  wcae:  Yeaa  101, 
IHfilOlyaelpttowa: 

^  YiAt^MeMBi.  Andeison,  Andfew«»  Athertan,  Beatly^ . 
inme^  BiekneM,  BiideaU,  Bonldin,  Bmyn,  Buohatoan, 
Krmn,  Gembreleng,  T.  J.  Garter,  Chapman,  Olaibome, 
Pfffc,  Cfeveiand,  Cole%  Connor,  Craig,  Caafy,  Cuh- 
MMi>  Sitae,  Dramsoole,  Donean,  Edwaido,  Elmori, 
AMaU,  I.  Pieteher,  Fry,  Oallop,  Oholaon,  Glaecock, 
injr,  HalfBy,  Hammond,  Uamer,  Harrieoo,  Hawkino, 
9t^  Hokiey,  Hok,  fiopkina,  Howard,  Hubiey,  W. 
E  Haeter,  Inghnati,  T.  B.  Jaokeon,  Jabez  Jackeon, 
itoephJohnaan,  N.  Jonee,  i.  W.  Jonee,  Kilgoie,  KUng- 
Mith,  Leadbeller,  Logan,  Arphaied  Loonis^  J.  M. 
liwn,  McKay,  A.  MoCleUan,  McOlore,  McKim  Milter, 
MooigoaMry,  Mooro^  Morgan,  8.  W.  Morrie,  Noble, 
<^miN,  Pafaner,  Pannentor,  Paynter,  Penfiybaeker,  Pelrt- 
lie,  Phiipa,  Pickena,  Pltuner,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prwaiee, 
teily,  Rhett,  Rives,  Sheffer,  BhiaMi,  Sheplor,  Smith, 
IpBacir,  Stewart^ -Taylor,  Thoroaa,  Tit«%  Toncey,  Tar- 
■By,  Vanderveer,  Wagoner,  Webeter,  ThomaaT.  Whit- 
*K]r,  J.  W.  WUlMmo,  Worthingtoo,  Yell^lO] . 

Hats— Mowr*.  Adama,  li.  Allen,  John  W.  AHen, 
iTcrig;*  BeU,  Biddie,  Bofden,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  J(te 
CdhooD,  WoL  B.  Campbell,  Caeey,  Obamhera,  Gbtat- 
kni,  Child*,  Ctow»ey,  Oorwin,  Cranston,  Ccockelt, 
^ith,  Coalung,  DarlingtoR,  Dawaon,  Daviea,  Deberry, 
»iiiBi,  Dnrni,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Rice  iQar- 
hod,  tioode,  J.  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Graaatell,  Hall, 
■tbted,  Harfain,  Harper,  Heniy,  Herod,  Robeit  M.  T. 
Bantor,  Jenifer,  Heniy  ioimaon,  WABam  Coet  Johnaon, 
Mwkr,  Lewii,  Lineolo,  Andrew-  W.  Looau%  Lyon, 
Malbij,  Marrin,  Bamaon  Maaon,  Martin,  Maniy,  May, 
BuaHl,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  MiiUgan,  M. 
Moni^  Calvary  Morria,  Navlor,  Noyea,  Ogle,  Pattenon, 
nOflo,  Pearee,  Peek,  Pbillipa,  Pope,  ^otta,  Rariden, 
M,  Benober,  Hidgway,  Roberteon,  Rumaey,  Ruarnll, 
^■"^w,  Seigeant,  Anguatine  H.  fihepperd,  Charlee  8he- 
gn}.  Blade,  Snyxler,  Soutbgnte,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
»unpaon,  TilHnghaat,  Toland,  Undoiwood.A.  8.  White, 
John  White,  Eltaha  Whittleeey,  Lewis  Williema,  8.  Wil- 
na»>J.L  Wttliame,  C.  H.  Willianw,  Wise,  Yoike— 101. 

The  OHAIR  Toted  in  the  affinnative,  ao  that  the  mahi. 
<l*<tion  was  ordeved  to  be  now  pnt. 

Br.  CLARK,  inquired  if  it  would  now  be  in  order  to 
****to  by  the  subject  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  not  be  in  order,  the 
"^  queition  being  ofdeved  to  be  now  pot. 

Tha  msin  question  vrae  then  reported  aa  follows : 
^ttohed.  That  it  u  inexpedient  to  charter  a  national 

Mr.  WISE  ealled  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the  main 
fi^rtioD,  which  wero  ordered,  and  wero :  Yeas  138,  nays 
•Use  follows: 

TiAs-^Hesfra.  Anderson,  Androws,  Atherton,  Bentty, 
»«nM,  Bieknell,  BiidsaU,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bruyn, 
'■V'haaaa,  Bynna,   Oambrsleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey, 


Chapman,  Oilley,  Claihome,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davai^ 
Droagoole,  Dwiflan,  Edwards^  Klmore,  Fahfleld,  Isaac 
Fletcber,  Fry,  Gallup,  Ghoison,  GhMCOck,  Gmntlaad, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Hay  nee,  Holeey,  Holt,  Hopkioa,  Howard,  Hubiey, 
William  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingbam,  T.  B.  Jaoh- 
son,  J.  Jackson,  Joaepb  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kilgore,  Klingonemitb,  Lsgare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis^  Logaa^ 
Arpbasod  Loomia,  Lyon,  Mallory,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
MoKay,  A.  MeClellan,  MoCluro,  McKim.  Miller,  Mont^ 
gomery,  Mooro»  Morgan,  M.  Morris,  8.  W.  Morrii^ 
Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parmenter, 
Potion,  Paynter,  PenDybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Phimer,  Potter,  Pralt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett»  Rive^ 
RoberUon,  8befier,  Shields,  8hopk>r,  South,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taliaferroi,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Thomp- 
son, TitcM^  Toncey,  Towns^  Turuey,  Vanderveer,  Wagfh 
nor,  WeMer,  T.  T.  Whittlaee^,  Jared  W.  Willianu^ 
Worthington,  YoU— 1S8. 

NAsa^Measrs.  •  AdaaM,  Heman  AUsd,  John  W.  AUan, 
Ayecigg,  Boll,  BAddlo,  Band,Bonlen,  WilUam  B.  Calhoun, 
J.  Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Corwin,  Cranaton,  Crockett,  Curtis^  Cusbing^ 
Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dannie,  Dunn,  Everett, 
Earing^  Richard  Fleteher,  FiUmore,  Rioe  Garland,  Goode, 
Jamos  Graham,  William  Grabam,  Graves,  Gnannell,  Hal|, 
Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Jeni- 
ier,  Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnaon,  lAwier,  Lin- 
coln, Andrew  W.  Loomia,  Marvin,  Samson  Masoo^ 
Mauiy,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menelee,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Patterson,  Paarce,  Peek, 
Pbillipe,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  AuguetineH.  Shop* 
pen),  Charlee  Sbepard,  Sibley,  Slade,  Sontbgate,  Stanly, 
Stratton,  Tillioghaal,  Toland,  Underwood,  A.  8.  White, 
John  White,  Elisha  WhitUesey,  Lewie  WUIiams,  Sber- 
rod  WiUiame,  Joseph  L.  WUliame,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liania,  Wise,  Yorke-r-91. 

So  the  Houeo  resolved  that  It  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a 
national  baidc.* 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  Imposing 
additional  duties  in  ceitain  cases  on  public  officers,^  was 
taken  up  on  its  reference. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  that,  as  this  bill  corre- 
sponded in  almost  all  its  provisions  with  tbe  House  bill 
under  the  same  title,  reported,  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  In  order,  therefore,  thst  there 
might  be  no  delay  upon  tbe  action  of  this  bill,  and  as  thero 
was  only  one  slight  difference  between  them,  he  had  been 
Instructed,  he  said,  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  move  that  this  bill  be  at  once  committed  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  Whole  as  the  other. 

The  motion  was  assented  to,  nem,  di$* 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consiileration  of  die 
**U11  to  authorise  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes." 
The  bill  had  been  amended  eotiroly  in  Committee  of  the 

*  The  fallowlBg  note  appesrsd  in  tbe  pspeis  of  the  day : 

Tbe  uoderslgned,  hsviug  besn  cssually  atesnt  when  the  question 
was  taken  this  moraing  on  ihe  resoluilon  '*  tbst  It  M  ioe^peaient  to 
chsnar  «  national  bauk,"  would,  If  they  had  been  present,  nave  voted 
in  the  affinnative.        * 

Boberi  McClellaa,  Jf bn  Chaoey, 

Henry  Vail,  Henry  A.  Foster, 

Amasa  J.  Parkn',  R.  Boon, 

John  I.  DeOral^  A.  P.  Onnt, 

Joseph  Weeks,  Iswc  H.  Broosoo. 

James  Karripstoo, 
^•lfr5,18Br.       ^ 
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Whole,  and  a  aubatitute  nibmttted  by  Mr.  OAXBBBiiire 
adopted. 

Mr.  RHETT  moved  to  amend  the  llrrt  aection  by  in- 
ierting  in  the  leeond  line,  after  the  word  *<  notes,"  the  fol- 
lowing: *<or  bUla  reeeivable  in  payment  of  the  public  due*;" 
and  supported  hia  emend ment  at  some  length,  and  went 
■oraewhat  into  the  subject  generally. 

Mr.  FLETCHER,  of  Maeeachuseta,  aaid  It  was  hia  in- 
tention  not  to  take  any  part  in  the  present  debate,  but  look- 
ing at  the  character  of  the  bill  before  them,  and  considering 
the  circumstaaces  in^  which  they  were  placed  with  regard 
to  it,  he  was  not  able  to  content  himself  wUh  giving  a  ailent 
vote  upon  the  measure. 

I  consider  it  due  to  my  conatituenta  and  due  to  myaelf, 
(said  he,)  briefly  to  state  the  reaaotia  which  wiH  intfuence 
my  conduct  upon  the  present  oeeaaion. 

The  real  object  of  the  bill  is,  to  borrow  ten  milKona  of 
dollars  upon  the  credit  of  the  Government;  and,  if  it  peases^ 
its  real  effect  will  be,  to  impoee  a  debt  upon  the  couiiciy  to 
that  amount.  l*o  justify  me  in  voting  for  aveh  a  bill,  two 
things  must  be  clearly  eatablished :  let.  that  the  wanta  of 
-Government  are  so  pressing  mto  render  it  neceisary  to  im- 
pose on  the  people  a  debt  of  ten  milliona  of  dollara ;  2d. 
that  the  method  in  which  it  u  proposed  to  accomplish  tfan 
object  IB  a  proper  and  suitable  method. 

I  presume  no  one  will  call  in  queation  the  correotneea  of 
my  first  position,  or  deny  that  the  neceattty  of  running  the 
nation  in  debt  must  be  clearly  proved  before  any  aueh  atep 
ean  be  properly  taken.  The  people  will  not  look  with  fa- 
vorable eyea  upon  the  recommencement  of  a  national  debt; 
•  they  will  not  consider  it  a  light  matter ;  auch  a  measure 
ean  only  be  justified  by  neoeesity.  If  the  Government  has 
any  pre-eiialing  means  to  meet  its  wanta,  those  me«ns 
must  be  retorted  to  in  the  first  place ;  and  till  thoie  means 
are  eihausfed  there  can  be  no  oeeaaion  for  impoaing  a  debt 
upon  the  people,  nor  propriety  in  doing  so.     Upon  thiK 

Soint,  how  stands  the  fact  1  In  the  statement  read  to  us 
y  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
exhibiting  the  reaources  out  of  which,  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  year,  the.  proposed  Treasury  notea  are  to  be  paid 
and  redeemed,  be  includes  six  millions  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  Bank  of  the  United  8tatee ;  that  is,  there 
is  due  from  the  bank  six  millions  of  dollars,  payable  in 
three  successive  years,  with  interest,  at  six  per  cent.,  the 
whole  of  which  it  is  intended  to  convert  into  cash,  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  year,  to  provide  the  means  wherewith 
to  redeem  and  take  up  the  proposed  Treasury  notes.  With 
these  bonds  of  the  baok  in  the  vaults  of  the  Treasury,  for 
six  millions  of  dollars,  it  is  proposed  to  issue  Treasury 
notes,  pledging  the  credit  of  the  country,  and  to  meet  and 
redeem  those  notes  these  very  bonds  are  to  be  sold  and  dis- 
posed of.  Pray,  sir,  where  is  the  necessity,  the  odvantage, 
or  the  propriety  of  this  double  operation!  Undoubtedly 
the  money  which  is  wanted  may  as  well  be  raised  by  the 
sale  of  the  bonds  now,  as  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 
It  is  proposed  that  the  notes  shall  bear  interest — though  the 
amount  is  not  fixed  in  the  bill — and  shall  be  payable  in  one' 
year.  The  bonds  are  upon  interest  at  six  per  cent,  and 
have  a  longer  time  to  run  than  the  proposed  notes.  The 
bonds  will  serve  much  better  than  the  notea  fiir  f<>retgn 
remittance,  and  undoubtedly  would  command  a  premium 
in  the  market.  The  notes  are  payable  too  soon,  and,  in 
other  respects,  not  well  fitted  for  foreign  remittance. 

Now,  sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  some  aatiafactoiy  rea- 
son why  these  bonds  should  not  be  sold  at  once,  and  the 
proceeds  applied  to  the  wants  of  the  Government  Would 
not  this  Ite  a  better  course,  a  more  difcct,  a  more  judicious 
course,  than  to  borrow  money  and  impose  a  debt  upon  the 
country  t  Why  accumulate  theae  different  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  ?  Why  resort  to  such  an  in- 
volved and  round-about  plan  of  raising  money  t  Why  not 
go  into  the  market  with  the  bonds  of  the  banki  Why  sub- 


stitute for  them  your  own  no«es  1  To  aeU  the  bends  iia 
very  simple  and  eommon  openttiofi,  such  aa  approves  'ttM 
to  every  man's  experience  and  understanding.  If  thai 
are  any  raaaons  for  tfaa  extraordinary  ootsrse  which  it  isps- 
poaed  in  proference  to  porsne,  they  have  not  yet  beea 
plained  to  my  comprehension. 

In  addition  to  the  bank  bonds,  there  are  some  fiHssiv' 
aixteen  millions  of  dollars  belonging  to  the  OovsraawH 
still  ni  the  depoaite  banks*  Upon  tUs  fund  liie  SeereHf 
has  been  in  the  praetice  for  some  time  past  of  makiagr 
which,  though  not  paid  by  the  banka,  haw  besn 
for  dues  to  the  Government,  and  have  gone  ints 
tion,  and  have  formed  a  part  of  the  curraw cy  of  the  esa^j 
try.  The  drafta,  aa  ike  BeerBtaff  of  the  Treasnry 
us,  have  been  found  convenienr  to  the  Government  i 
the  people*  They  have  served  to  pay  the  debu  of  ths4 
ernment  to  fndii4daais,  and  of  irldividaala  to  the 
ment  Why  ahoukl  not  this  process,  a  tried  and 
process,  be  contlnned  so  far  aa  may  be  neeessary  ? 
is  an  actual  existing  fond,  upon  which  wo  may  dra«^ 
vpon  which  we  may  rely  for  ultimata  payment.  Wei 
aasnred  that  these  banka  are  amply  aolvent,  and  wiS 
if  not  immediately,  yet  gradually,  and  in  the  and 
This  fund  the  Government  can  control  and  nae;  it  has  I 
and  will  continue  to  be  under  their  management  t  and  tai 
these  proposed  Treaauiy  notea  ia  only  aoenmnlntiag 
upon  Aind  in  the  hands  of  the  Exeontiw.  Tills  is  iai 
eordanoe  neither  with  public  poliry  nor  apfwoved  pnaM 
Nothing  beyond  the  real  wanto  of  the  GovemmaBtcmH 
properly  supplied.  If  tliere  ba  already  manna  en  hmdfo 
meet  the  wanta  of  the  Government,  to  acciauirti  Mfr 
fon^  in  their  hands  would  be  an  outrage  open  iba  ii|jMj 
of  the  people ;  it  would  be  dangerooa  in 
aive  and  unjust  in  pmedee. 

Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  make  light  or  npfomidad 
tions.     Bhow  me  that  the  wants  of  the  Go«erement 
mand  a  loan,  and  I  will  go  for  a  loan,'  heartily  and 
I  should  feel  myself  bound  in  duty  and  in 
go  for  it ;  but,  until  the  neoeanty  for  it  apponia,  I  fesi 
self  bound  in  duty,  bound  In  josiiee  to  the  poople,  to 
It.     Now,  the  necessity  of  imposing  upon  the  cos 
debt  of  ten  millions  has  not  been  made  apiwicnt  to 
mind ;  eo  far  from  it,  the  contrary  dearly  and  dsatinalyt 
pears.     But,  suppoee  the  administration  to  have  mate 
the  necessity  of  involviDf  tlie  country  in  a  ddil  of  tsni 
.lions,  still  the  mode  in  which  they  propoaa  lo 
object  is  aafajeet  to  strong  objactionst 

The  bill  before  us  is  indirect  and  deoeptiTo ;  ^1 
to  conceal  the  real  nature  and  object  of  the  memaure 
ia  proposed.     It  is  entitled  a  bill  to  authorise  the 
Treasury  note^.     Why  not  call  it  a  bill  to  antkomfi 
employment  of  addttionat  derka  1     Or,  a  bill  to 
forgery  in  certain  cases  1     Both  of  which  are  joat  « 
provided  foe  in  the  bill  as  is  the  imue  of  Tieaaciry 
and  either  of  wjiieh  would  just  ab  well  expreaa  ilie  real^ 
ject  of  the  bill  as  the  title  which  it  beara. 

The  bill  bears  a  folse  title;  it  earriea  vpon  xta 
folse  name ;  it  imports  what  it  is  uot ;  or  rathcrr  it 
import  what  in  fact  it  is ;  it  is  deceptive.     Wheresw 
deeigning  artificemay  preeail,  let  it  not  corrupt  our 
lation.     Let  us  deal  frankly  and  openly  with  the 
When  we  take  their  money,  let  us  tell  them  ao  ;  lei: 
taken  openly  and  avowedly,  not  covertly  end  indi 
Take  their  money  and  teU  them  so ;  but  do  not  pick 
pockets! 

When  the  people  are  to  be  subjected  to  a  liability  ell 
millions,  they  should  be  informed  of  tbefaet  cleeriy< 
distinctly ;  there  should  be  no  concealment  in 
thought.  I'he  bill  before  us  is,  in  truth,  a  biU  to  eat 
ize  a  loan  of  tan  millions.  What  we  want  ia  n  loea ; 
we  ought  in  faimess  •  and  truth  to  my  so.  To  onll  tha^ 
by  a  name  that  does  not  foir^  import  its 
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Jmi  it  «i  •omatbiiig  difierent  from  what  it  really  u»  does 
it  comport  with  what  ought  to  be  the  character  of  the 
^emmeat. 

We  btve  ilready»  sir,  pavsed  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
|i^oe  the  foarth  instalment  of  deposite  with  the  Statea. 
fiw,  tir,  that  bill  raifoi  expectations  only  to  disapiK>int 
p.  Thitpaymentt  Ait  were  really  intended*  mignt  as 
ril  be  iBtde  now  ae  ever.  I  fear,  air,  the  States  will  exr 
^  it  ia  vain.  Postponement,  in  all  probability,  will  turn 
Itoneaa  repeal.  The  expectation  of  payment  at  a  fu- 
ll tiffle  will  prove,  I  apprenend,  a  delusive  expectation. 
1^  I  proiset  sgainst  duplicity  in  any  form,  on  the  part  of 
^Govenunent.  The  relation  which  we  sustain  towards 
^|eople  demands  from  us  the  strictest  truth  and  sincer- 
(i  They  have  placed  confidence  in  us ;  they  have  en- 
iMed  to  ui  their  rights  and  interests ;  and  they  have  an 
ideaUhle  claim  to  be  informed  ^ully  and  clearly,  without 

r'  ii  as  to  every  thing  we  do,  and  every  thing  we  in- 
Tbe  Uile  and  the  form  of  this  bill  are  calculated,  in 
I  spiiiioD,  to  diiguise  from  the  people  that  we  are  bor- 
^  money  upon  their  credit ;  and,  in  that  point  of  view, 
ihill  ii  obnoxious  to  serious  objections. 
Khcrs  U  another  objection,  which  must  press  with  great 
|||u  BpoQ  ihoee  gentlemeji  who  hold  to  a  strict  construo- 
fe  of  the  constitution,  who  hold  that  Congress  has  no 
■Ml  except  those  expressly  granted  to  it.  Those  gen- 
Ipn,  who  cannot  find  in  the  constitution  any  power  to 
lirtar  a  natiooal  bank,  where  do  they  find  the  power  to 
fKTRaattiy  notes,  or  bills  of  credit ;  for  Treasury  notes^ 
lipid  to  circulate  as  currcjicy,  are  neither  more  nor  Jess 
pit  Uls  of  credit  ?    So  such  power  is  any  where  e zpress- 

fiDted. 
B  framen  of  the  constitution  had  seen  and  fell  the 
of  Government  paper  money.  The  power  to  issue 
!of  credit  was  expressly  withheld  from  the  States ;  it 
ooicxpreasly  given  to  the  General  Government.  How, 
b  doci  the  General  Government  obtain  it  1  It  will  be 
that  it  is  included  under  the  power  to  borrow  money, 
im  tee  how  that  interpretation  will  anawer. 
Bd  one  will  deny  to  the  several  States  the  power  to  bor- 
pmooey^a  power  iwhich  they  exercise  every  day  with* 
iDbjeoion.  But  it  is  certain  that  the  Sutes  cannot  ia- 
pbiili  of  credit  The  power  to  borrow  money,  then, 
^Mlaeceesarily  include  the  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit ; 
*hhQ«gh  the  Government  has  undoubtedly  the  power 
)w  money,  that  power  to  borrow  does  not,  by  any 
Mceasarily  imply  a  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit, 
thii argument  upon  the  viewsof  those  gentlemen 
[U  to  a  strict  construction  of  the  constitution,  witl^ 
ig  to  express  any  opinion  of  my  own  upon  this 
lal  point.  The  only  exercise  of  this  power  by 
[Geoeral  Government  occurred  during  the  late  war  witli 
Biitain.  1*he  Government,  in  the  first  phu^e,  cu- 
red to  obtain  a  loan  in  the  usual  way.  The  attempt 
I;  the  loan  could  not  be  obtained ;  and,  as  a  matter  of 
the  Government  resorted  to  a  forced  loan,  by  the 
af  Treuuiy  notes.  An  example  at  such  a  time,  and 
■ttch  circumstances,  is  ratlier  to  be  avoided  than  to 
>wed. 

re  ii  stiD  a  further  objection  to  this  measure.  The 
>vides  that  the  notes  to  be  issued  shsU  bear  such  in- 
*■  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  determine. 
Offlisiiop  to  fix  the  amount  of  interest  leaves  the 
of  the  notes  wholly  indeterminate  end  uncertain, 
latereet  which  they  may  bear  will  determine  the  char- 
^and  office  of  the  notes.  They  may  be  of  a  character 
r  taken  up  as  an  investment  by  capitalists  ;  they  may 
F  a  character  to  circulate  as  currency ;  and  which  of 
I*  characters  they  will  assume,  depends  upon  the  in- 
pthey  may  bear.  Before  I  can  vote  for  the  bill,  this 
ptnost  be  determined.  Before  I  can  vote  for  the  notes, 
|m  know  what  the  notes  arc  to  be.     I  cannot  agree  to 


the  passage  of  any  bill  tho  nature  of  which  is  not  fixed  and 
established  by  the  bill  itself.  It  would  be  to  act  blindly 
and  inconaiderately,  to  vote  for  a  measure  in  ignorance  of 
what  that  measure  is  to  be.  Should  the  bill  pass  in  the 
present  form,  and  ahoold  I  be  inquired  of  what  its  effect 
upon  the  community  was  anticipated  to  be,  I  could  give  no 
answer.  I  could  express  no  opinion  on  that  point,  because, 
in  the  present  shape  of  this  bill,  it  is  impossible  to  form  any 
opinion  what  character  the  notes  will  assume.  I  could 
only  say,  what  I  should  be  ashamed  to  say,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive had  been  authorized  to  issue  notes  to  suit  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Government,  without  any  regard  having  been 
paid  to  the  concern  which  the  community  at  large  might 
have  in  this  matter.  If  we  are  to,  act  with  the  slightest  re- 
gard to  the  interest  and  convenience  of  the  public^  we 
should  fix  the  interest  which  the  notes  are  to  bear.  Why 
refer  this  to  the  Executive  1  Is  not  the  House  competent 
to  form  and  exercise  a  judgment  on  this  question  ?  Is  not 
the  House  as  fit  aa  the  Executive  to  determine  what  rate 
of  interest,  what  character  to  the  notes,  will  best  subserve 
the  public  interest  1  If  it  be  best  for  the  Executive  to  le- 
gislate upon  this  point,  why  not  upon  all  others  1  Though 
the  Executive,  in  fact,  exercised  such  a  power,  it  would 
hardly  be  necessary  to  make  a  public  proclamation  of  it. 

The  earnestness  with  which  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration press  this  measure  of  issuing  Treasuiy  notes,  in 
preference  to  the  usual  mode  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury  by  a  simple  loan,  is  well  calculated  to  excite 
suspicions.  I  have  no  desiie  to  throw  any  undeserved 
odium  upon  the  administration.  I  wish  them  to  merit, 
and,  by  meriting,  to  possess  the  conBdeuco  of  the  entire 
community.  But  this  measure  is  little  calculated  to  pro- 
duce that  effect.  It  is  an  unusual  measure ;  it  will  be  at- 
tended with  extraordinary  expense ;  it  will  add  to  the  num- 
ber of  those  in  the  employ  of  Government ;  it  will  increase 
Executive  patronage ;  it  opens  a  new  door  to  Executive 
favoritism.  In  rainng  money  Opon  these  notes,  the  Ex- 
ecutive may  give  a  preference,  and  may  consult  the  inter- 
ests of  favored  individuals ;  whereas  a  loan  would  be  open 
equally  to  all. 

Besides,  sir,  there  are  those  who  see  in  this  measure  the 
commencement  of  a  permanent  an<^  most  perilous  system. 
It  ii  more  than  surmised  that  the  Government  would  be 
willing  to  have  the  whole  currency  of  the  country  flow 
exclusively  from  itself;  and  is  desirous  to  furnish  not  only 
the  gold  and  silver  coin,  but  the  whole  paper  currency  also, 
from  its  own  exclusive  mint ;  and  that  the  measure  now 
proposed  is  the  first  step  in  the  march  towards  that  ob- 
ject. The  taking  measures  to  render  safe  and  convenient 
such  currency  as  the  people  may  elect  to  use^  is  tho  busi- 
ness and  all  Uie  business  of  the  Government  in  relation  to 
this  subject.  It  should  he  kept  strictly  within  the  limits 
of  that  duty,  and  should  faithfully  perforrn  what  belongs 
to  it  within  those  limits.  They  ought  to  follow  public  sen- 
timent in  this  matter,  not  attempt  to  lead  it. 

But  strange  and  dangerous  doctrines  have  been  put  forth 
in  relation  to  the  currency  of  the  country ;  and  there  ia 
cause  enough  for  ^arm  to  render  it  the  part  of  prudence  to 
watch  wivh  care  every  measure  bearing  upon  this  subject. 
The  issue  of  paper  money  is  at  all  times  a  dangerous  busi- 
ness for  a  Government  to  engage  in,  and  a  business  pecu- 
liarly dangerous  at  the  present  crisis.  Our  time  is  now  too 
short,  our  action  too  hurried,  to  justify  us  in  adventuring 
upon  a  scheme  of  a  novel  character.  At  such  a  time,  and 
under  present  circumstances,  the  only  safe  way  is  tbo  old 
way — tlie  common  way.  If  tlie  Government  must  have 
money,  let  it  borrow  the  money  in  the  usual  mode.  So 
doing,  we  shall  know  what  we  do.  To  the  adoption  of 
this  course,  I  have  heard  no  substantial  objection,  lean  see 
no  substantial  objection ;  and,  until  I  can  obtain  some  new 
light,  it  is  the  only  CQDrse  to  which  I  can  give  my  assent. 

A  great  change  has  come  over  our  national  affairs.     At 
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the  commencement  of  this  present  year,  there  wn  m  the 
hands  of  the  Government  a  surplus  of  nearly  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  exclastve  of  the  whole  smoont  to  be  depos- 
ited with  the  States.  The  fourth  instalment  of  the  depot- 
ite  money  (between  nine  and  ten  millions)  has  been  with- 
held  from  the  SStates ;  there  is  due  to  the  Government  A'om 
the  late  United  States  Bank  six  millions,  exclusive  of  in- 
terest ;  and  now  ten  additional  millions  are  demanded,  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  current  year ;  and  this,  too,  be- 
sides all  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  country — a  country, 
whose  whole  annual  expenses  during  the  administration 
next  preceding  that  of  General  Jackson  were  hardly  twelve 
millions  of  dollars ! 

Under  circumstances  like  these,  does  it  not  behoove  the 
people  to  look  to  their  public  affairs  1 — to  look  to  them  at 
once  1 — to  look  to  them  now  1 — to  look  to  them  cooly  and 
dispassionately,  with  minds  free  from  the  influence  of  party 
spirit,  and  with  a  sincere  and  honest  desire  to  preserve  in 
its  purity  and  excellence  our  free  constitution,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people  as  well  as 
of  the  Govemmrnt  t 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  it  would  be  idle  for  him  to  think  of 
adding  any  thing  to  the  force  and  clearness  of  the  observa- 
tions of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Flktcbeii  ;]  hut.one  of  the  re- 
marks made  by  that  gentleman  had  recalled  to  his  recollec- 
tion a  curious  fact,  bearing  upon  the  question  at  issue, 
which  he  begged  leave  to  state  to  the  House. 

It  would  be  remembered,  that  one  of  the  main  arguments 
of  those  gentlemen  who  deny  the  constitutionality  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  is  the  consideration  that  the  power  to  establish 
such  a  bank  is  not  expressly  given  to  Congress  in  the  con- 
stitotion;  that  it  is  what  b  called  a  constructive  power ;  and 
that  a  proposition  was  made  in  the  convention  which  fram- 
ed the  constitution  to  confer  on  Congress  power  to  create 
corporations,  and  rejected. 

Now  (said  Mr.  C )  the,  analogy  between  this  question 
of  a  national  bank,  and  that  of  bills  of  credit,  is  perfect  in 
all  its  parts.  There  is  no  express  power  in  the  constitu- 
tion for  Congress  to  issue  bills  of  credit.  It  is  a  construct- 
ive power,  just  as  much  as  the  power  to  establish  a  nation- 
al bank ;  and  Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  proposed, 
as  may  be  seen  by  the^rinted  journal  of  the  convention, 
that,  in  the  enumeration  of  the  powers  of  Congress,  one 
ctanse  should  read  thus :  **To  borrow  money  and  emit  bilk 
of  credit.''  This  latter  branch  of  the  proposition  the  con- 
vention rejected :  the  actual  provision  as  to  loans  being  in 
these  words  :  '*  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales." 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  without  himself  admitting  the  conclu- 
siveness of  the  arguments  adverse  to  the  constitutionality  of 
a  national  bank,  he  did  not  see  how  those  who  did  enter- 
tain that  view  of  the  constitution  could  consistently  support 
a  law  for  the  emission  of  bills  of  credit. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  listened  with  great  interest  to  the 
observations  of  my  honorable  colleague  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  [Mr.  Flztchxb,]  as  J  always  have  elsewhere, 
T?hen  I  have  had  an  opportunity,  from  my  great  respect  for 
his  high  moral  worth  and  distinguished  talents ;  but,  enter- 
taining somewhat  different  views  from  those  presented  by 
him  and  other  gentlemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  question, 
I  will,  with  your  leave,  state  the  grounds  upon  which  I 
dissent. 

My  colleague  assumes  two  conditions  which  he  considers 
fls  indispensable  prerequisites  to  the  propriety  of  supporting 
the  bill  under  consideration,  which  are :  first,  that  the 
Treasury  is  in  need  of  the  money  ;  second,  that  the  pro- 
posed mode  is  the  best  one  for  raising  the  money.  On  the 
importance  of  establishing  these  points,  I  agree  with  him, 
and  shall  endeavor  to  show  why  I  consider  the  present  bill 
necessairy,  and  the  best  calculated  for  the  convenience  both 
of  the  Government  and  the  people. 


It  has  been  remaiked  by  several  gentlemen  dnriai' ih 
debate,  but  not  by  my  eoHeagne,  th«t  they  did  notdM| 
comprehend  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  TresM% 
and  they  have  avowed  their  inebiKty  to  come  to  any  deb- 
ite  conclusion  as  to  the  real  state  of  the  Tretsmy.  lift 
opinion  was  expressed  and  nrged,  immediately  npoB  ftl 
report  being  laid  upon  our  taUe,  by  memben  ososHf  # 
dent  in  their  political  predilections  and  prejudicei;  qfoilHi 
soon  as  it  could  be  expected  that  ao  volominoos  a  M 
ment,  embracing  viewa  of  finance  and  public  pdiejjV 
well  as  various  statistics,  could  be  examined. 

Having  long  entertained  the  moat  favorable  iujjaiiMM 
of  the  superior  talents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Ti 
whose  ability  and  assiduity  in  the  dntiea  of  his  higk 
have  been  almost  provertnal  in  the  nation  for  man? 
t  read  his  report  with  great  attention,  and  discovend,  itl 
thought,  a  plain,  lucid,  and  perspicuous  view  of  the  M 
(••es  of  the  country.  I  put  down,  therefore,  in  my  owai  '^ 
tho  attacks  upon  him  as  the  effusions  of  political 
without  any  more  meaning  than  the  general 
of  those  who  disagree  with  the  present  administratio8.j 
am  the  more  confirmed  in  this  impieseion,  becaoie^ 
the  first  few  days  of  this  session,  aflier  an  opportmit^  cfl 
examination,  all  this  hostility  to  the  report  of  the  r 
has  ceased,  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  generally  < 
a  correct,  able,  and  interesting  exposition  of  the 
and  financial  concerns  of  the  country.  I  find  by  thiii 
that  there  will  be,  in  all  probabili^,  at  the  end  of  tbs; 
1837,  if  there  shonld  be  no  deductions  firom  the  i 
appropriations,  a  deficit  of  about  twenty-two  salfiaM 
dollars ;  but  if,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Trearaiy  nRMM 
fifteen  millionaof  dollars  of  unexpended  appropriiteit  ' 
pass  over  to  the  year  1898,  Chen  there  would  be  to  ~ 
deficit  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  to  meet  which,  tnlj 
contingencies,  and  for  the  purpose  of  having  a 
tho  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January,  1838,  this  faiDi 
see  an  authority  to  the  Treasury  Department  to  fa 
millions  of  dollars  of  Treasury  notes.  Thb  amoast^ 
have  been  nineteen  or  twenty  millionaof  dollars,  if  the] 
ment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  surplos  renai 
not  been  postponed  to  January  1st,  1889;  and  it 
aeen  by  the  conditions  of  the  postponement  bil^  ^ 
Treasury  is  entirely  cot  off  fiom  getting  back  aiqr ' , 
twenty-seven  millions  dtttribuied  among  th«  Stalet, 
by  the  original  law  the  Secretary  would  haive  had  ai 
call  for. 

.  Now,  sir,  x&f  respected  eoUeagoe  would  approf 
nine  and  a  half  milltone  in  depoaite  banka,  and  fow  ^ 
half  millions  standing  to  the  credit  of  dirimraing 
said  banks,  or  as  much  as  may  be  necesaary  to 
wants  of  the  Treasury.  If  this  could  be  done  therai 
.  of  course,  be  no  need  of  issuing  Treasury  notes.  Bot  1 
we  not  a  bill  now  before  us,  giving  die  deposite' 
fimr  to  nine  months  for  the  payment  to  tbe  Goveni 
the  balances  due  1  Is  it  not  agreed,  on  all  hand% 
security  of  the  debt,  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  the 
interested,  require  an  accommodation  ?  Haa  not  one< 
Representatives  of  a  State  in  which  two  <^  the 
banks,  having  a  large  balance,  are  located,  said  on' 
that  it  would  bo  impossible  for  the  banks  to  pay  wit 
time  proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  ua,  and  that  he  i 
ask  for  more  time  t  Is  there  the  slightest  doubt 
House  that  the  bill  from  the  other  branch,  now 
must  pass,  or,  if  amended,  by  showing  g^reater  indaigi^ 
This  resource  will  then  fail.  As  to  the  amount  of  foifj 
a  half  millions  in  tho  hands  of  disbursing  officers,  tbersi 
always  remain  from  thnee  to  five  millions  of  dollaisia^ 
hands.  AH  experience  has  shown  snch  amount  to  M 
cessary.  These  sums  are  drawn  to  pay  contracts  acd 
fulfilled,  and  always  belong  to  the  creditorv  of  the  Qff^ 
ment,  and  are,  of  course,  entirely  useless  for  a  supply  M 
Treasury.     Unless  the  operations  of  GovemmMit'lifl 
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|D|i^  it  moil  be  oMom  thitt  there  always  will  be  eome  few 
jOiom  ef  ^Uan  in  the  handa  of  the  disbuniog  offioen 
Fibe  araiy,  navy,  ladiaB  departmeDt,  and  other  objeets  of 
ipeadilQie,  awaiting  ihecall  ofcreditoiaof  theOovemment. 
b  ibo  Ibinke  thai  it  would  be  proper  to  aell  the  bonds  of 
k  Uaitod  dtatee  Bank  of  Penney  Wania,  which  are  held 
f  ttM  Tieasoiy  Department,  it  appears  to  me  that  there 
lito  Ihii  proposition  aeseral  objactkma.  I  am  not  oertain 
bt  it  woold  be  exaetly  proper  to  pnt  thoee  bonds  into 
Mkst  It  mighty  by  possibility^  have  an  injoiiooa  bear- 
igopoB  the  institotion.     If  so^  it  ought  not  to  be  done, 

•  IB  aet  of  jnstiop.  It  is  not  like  an  otdinary  mercantile 
HBMiion.  Thedirectonoftha  bank  ondonbteidly  hid  some 
IJMt  is  view  in  fixing  annnal  payments^  and  I  hope  the 
ImnMBsnt  wiU  never  give  a  eanae  of  complaint  to  ibis 
MitDtioD  of  the  slightest  character.  Where  wiU  these 
ndi  be  sold  ?  My  own  opinion  is,  that  the  bank  would 
ife^Mt  its  own  bonds.  It  appears  to  me  it  woold  be  un- 
tffisg  to  moUiply  and  vary  ita  obligations  in  the  stock 
IHksL  It  haa  already  post  notes  on  the  London  £z- 
hwgB;  and»  it  appears  to  ma,  it  wpokl  be  unwilling  to 
kt  tkme  bende  there.  4f»  then,  these  bonds  should  now 
jl  into  the  market,  and  the  bank  shoukl  thuik  proper  to 
fmhrne  them,  the  debton  of  the  bank  most  necessarily  be 
idkd  upon,  and  thus  distress  the  commeiciai  and  trading 
feBmnily  to  that  aiAaont.  II  sold  in  Europe,  (London 
kMt  praabiy,)  it  would,  to  the  amount  of  els  milliona  of 
yka,  sArd  fadliiita  for  again>  over«4i«diBg^  instead  of 
Wsf  flaiployed  to  relieve  our  own  country.  I  do  not  bo- 
rn that  st  this  time  tliere  is  a  very  large  unpaid  amount 
rffooii  debts  from  Amafieaa  to  Engtteh  merchants.  The 
ttm  etehaage  and  spode  shows  that  it  is  veij  much  di- 
tahbsd,  end,  it  appears  to  me,  we  ought  to  avoid  any 
mne  which  would  tempt  to  excesses  in  our  foroign  im^ 
jyiwM  in  the  sligfateet  degree.  But  the  objection  of  sub- 
Ming  the  mie  ol  these  bonds  for  the  Treasury  notes  is 
m  girnlw  in  another  view.  It  is  an  object  to  make  this  is- 
■tof  Tkvasuty  notes  incidentally  benefieial  to  the  commu- 
■tJTtby  fbmisfainga  meana  of  remittance,  and  one  of  a  nery 
||^H|ble  cfaaiaeler.  The  Treasury  notes  wouU  iow  from  the 
■^luangpoiDts  to  the  communities  who  may  want  them  for 
'"■ttUMsi.  The  Weet  and  South  would  receive  them  in 
1^9*Met  of  debts,  or  for  the  sale  of  their  cotton  and  other 
l">^|MdQct8,  as  well  as  for  lands  held  by  individuals  and 
*P?>Pmf .  They  would  find  their  way  back  to  the  Atbintie 
M)  fonuag  a  highly  valuable  dreulating  medium  per* 
«ip>  util  the  time  arrtves,  which  cannot  be  very  far  dia- 
**B^  of  a  iMomptioa  by  the  local  banks  of  specie  payments. 

•  It  htiboen  argued  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  au- 
|h|n»  t  loan  in  the  form  of  oertifieatea  of  stock.  This  ap- 
Fin  to  be  liable  to  as  exceedingly  strong  objectiona  as  any 
^  would  apply  to  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  United 
^^  Bank.  80  fiir  as  it  rehUes  to  the  incidental  bene6t 
j*  iM  oommardal  community,  it  would  be  a  shigglish 
l^ntton.  The  stock  woold  be  all  taken  in  the  hurgo  cities, 
J?  J*  Proeeeds  pass  directly  to  the  Treasury,  where  it 
r^  lemain  uutil  called  for  by  the  Government  creditors, 
.jf:  P**^^  none  of  the  offices  of  a  means  of  remittance. 

"-.y  Mlleague  and  other  gentlemen  say,  you  do  not 
■jy^"— "7  notea,  because  you  can  continue  to  make 
J^*yy  ^nJ^  and  they  wiU  hereafter  answer  as  they 

y*jjj'*«fore.  II  these  drafts  were,  in  every  particular, 
r°"||«w  as  Treasury  notes,  they  would  be  objectionable, 
r«web  u  they  go  to  the  world  with  the  aUmp  of  dis- 
f^<"  epon  their  face ;  they  carry  with  them,  as  they  pass 
Zlrr  ^  ^*^^>  *"  indelible  record  of  the  discredit  of 
bTik      ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  "^  made,  and  are  therefore  to 

i^muied  aad  discarded  as  soon  as  possible,  as  offensive 

ci^  '!!?°'^^  ^^  ^"^^  '^  j°*^  eense  of  the  importance  of 
7MU  ind  pooctoaUty.  They  are,  moreover,  inconvenient 
r^nt,  ami  jajonUVBd  to  the  habito  and  usages  of  the 
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My  oolleague  objects  to  the  bill,  because  no  rate  of  inter- 
est is  specified ;  and  he  cannot  give  it  bu  vote  until  he 
knows  precisely  what  the  obligations  of  the  Government 
are  to  be.  It  appeare  to  me  that  this  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  provisions  of  the  bill,  because  the  rete  of  interest 
can  be  so  fixed  all  the  way  from  a  very  low  rate  to  the 
maximum  of  ax  per  cent,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury will  put  it  at  the  moot  advantageous  rate  for  the  Gov- 
ernment and  for  the  community.  And  it  appean  to  me 
the  rule  would  be  a  very  plain  one,  to  place  the  rete  so  that 
they  would  not  be  hoarded  by  the  capitalists,  or  fall  below  par 
in  the  market,  however  small  the  demand  for  Oovemment 
dues.  And  although,  a&  has  been  strongly  urged,  there  is 
very  small  probability  that,  under  almost  any  circumstances, 
they  would  be  below  par,  yet  it  is  better,  in  my  judgment, 
to  leave  the  whale  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  who  will  understand  best  what  the 
wants  of  the  case  may  require. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  U  uncon- 
stitutional ;  that  they  are  bills  of  credit,  and  prohibited  by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States;  that  they  were  never 
issued  in  but  one  instance,  ami  that  during  the  war  with 
Great  Britain,  when  it  was  difficult  or  almost  impassible  to 
obtain  a  loan.  If  it  were  unconstitutional  to  issue  Treas- 
ury notes,  the  fact  that  We  were  at  war,  and  it  was  difficult 
to  obtain  a  loan  in  any  other  manner,  wonld  not  have  made 
it  constitutional.  I  come  to  the  conclusion  myself,  that 
Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  that  time  for  the  same 
reason  as  now,  because  they  are  the  most  convenient  to  the 
Government  and  the  people. 

I  have  not  entertained  the  opinion,  Bfr.  Speaker,  that 
the  present  embarrassments  of  this  nation  have  arisen  from 
vrhat  may  be  properly  called  general  distress.  I  believe, 
and  think  I  shall  be  sustained  in  the  opinion  by  the  senti- 
ments of  many  men  of  business  in  the  commercial  cities, 
that  the  stoppage  of  specie  payments  was  owmg  to  the 
alarm  excited  in  the  community,  wtiicb  caused  a  rush  up- 
on the  banks  for  the  precious  metals,  and  thereby  mate- 
rially lessened  tbeir  means,  and  by  the  imprudence  and 
extended  speculation  into  Which  the  debton  of  these  instt- 
lutions  plunged.  Had  it  not  been  for  theee  circumstances, 
the  suspension  would  not' have  taken  place;  and,  but  for 
them,  before  this  time  specie  payments  would  have  been 
resumed.  It  is  true  that  the  consternation  was  oniversaf; 
the  panic  was  overwhelming ;  but  that  the  evil  was  not 
deep-rooted,  and  that  there  was  not,  in  reality,  a  scarcity 
of  the  precious  metals  In  the  commercial  world,  is  shown 
by  various  facts.  Contrary  to  the  expectation  ef  most 
persons  in  this  country,  the  Bank  of  England  continued, 
and  still  conthiues,  specie  payments,  and  money  is  abun- 
dant, and  there  is  no  want  of  coin  and  bullion  for  all  pur- 
poses. The  speculations  and  investments  in  lands, 
amounting  to  many  millions  of  dollare ;  engagements  irf 
novel  manufacturing  concerns ;  buildbag  of  railroads  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  ;  and  establishments  of  every  variety 
which  ingenuity  cooM  invent — a  fow  of  them  ueelul  and 
profitable,  but  many,  very  many,  most  sorrowfully  ruinous 
in  tbeir  results— atj  tended  to  produce  the  mischief.  The 
ordinary  means  of  the  banks  were  probably  equal  to  their 
liabilities;  but  the  inability  of  their  debton,  in  consequence 
of  their  imprudent  and  indiscreet  course,  crippled  theee  in- 
stitutions, and  brought  on  the  calamity  of  a  suspension  of 
specie  payments — an  ovil  which,  while  it  continues,  will 
blight  every  eflbrt  of  enterprise  and  industry. 

The  amount  of  specie  within  the  control  of  the  l^anks 
of  the  country  was  equal  to  their  wants,  greater  than  it 
has  been  in  many  instances  and  at  many  times ;  but  un- 
safe and  improvident  men  obtained  access  to  their  resources ; 
r»ot  that  I  mean  to  censure  the  managen  of  the  moneyed' 
institutions  more  than  I  would  individuals,  and  copartner- 
ships, and  corporations,  for  everybody  was  infected  with 
the  mania  of  speciriation ;  the  whole  atmosphere  of  the 
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bottDflM  world  was  filled  with  it  It  drove  people  to  the 
pine  forests  of  Maine;  to  the  town  sites  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico ;  to  erery  stream  and  river  through  the  whole  re- 
public ;  to  the  new  cities  of  the  West ;  and  to  the  engage- 
ments in  manufactures,  mechanic  arts,  and  discoveries  of 
all  kinds,  in  most  instances  lamentably  unsuccessful. 

MjTNCoUeague  objects  that  the  bill  is  deceptive;  that, 
under  the  guise  of  authorizing  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
it  effi>cls  a  loan.  It  undoubtedly  is  a  use  of  the  credit  of 
the  country,  to  obtain  means  of  extinguishing  some  of  its 
liabilities,  and  in  that  sense  is  a  loan.  But  there  is  no 
deception  about  it.  Notes  payable  are  never  issued  in 
money  transactions,  excepting  for  the  purpose  of  substitu- 
ting credit  for  money,  or  promising  it,  and  therefore,  al- 
ways, directly  or  indirectly,  operate  as  a  negotiation  for  a 
loan.  What  difference  does  it  make  as  to  the  matter  of 
borrowing,  whether  the  money  be  obtained  by  one  person 
of  a  third,  and  paid  to  a  second  one,  or  the  note  be  given 
directly  to  the  second  person  1  In  both  cases  it  is  obtain- 
ing means  on  loan ;  in  one  instanoe  directly,  in  the  other 
indirectly.  Banks  borrow  continually,  by  their  bills  or 
notes,  money  of  the  community.  Now,  sir,  as  Treasury 
notes  can  be  issued  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  procure 
money  or  means  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  the 
bill  cannot  be  deceptive,  because,  as  it  can  have  no  other 
object,  every  body  understands  it. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  without  any 
of  the  proposed  amendments,  particularly  those  which  pro- 
pose the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  United  States  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  to  the  striking  out  the  provision  author- 
ising the  Secretary  to  pay  interest  when,  in  his  opinion, 
the  good  of  the  country  may  require  it.  It  certainly  ap- 
pears to  me  that  there  can  be  no  possible  objection  to  that 
provision.  It  will  guaid  against  the  possibility,  although 
I  admit  it  is  not  a  strong  probability,  that  they  will  be  at 
any  considerable  discount,  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
But  we  all  know  the  nice  calculations  of  dealers  in  money ; 
and  I  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  tho  cry,  which 
has  so  frequently  sounded  in  our  ears,  of  depreciated  cur-^ » 
rency  applied  to  any  of  the  issues  of  the  Government 

I  have  confined  myself  .strictly  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  now  before  the  House,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  so 
absolutely  necessary,  that  it  is  almost  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  so  much  time  should  have  been  employed  in  discuss- 
ing it.  It  is  called  for  by  the  Government  to  enable  them 
to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  public,  and  it  is  re- 
quired by  the  people,  as  being  the  best  mode  by  which  their 
interests  can  be  subserved. 

The  other  bills  before  the  House,  for  deferring  the  pay- 
ment of  the  bonds  due  from  merchants  and  granting  addi- 
tional credit,  as  well  as  giving  a  credit  on  cash  duties,  it  is 
universally  conceded  will  pass,  and  I  trust  with  few  dis- 
senting voices.  For  one,  I  feel  strongly  disposed  to  afibrd 
every  facility,  and  practise  cveiy  forliearanoe,  which  the 
most  liberal  legislation  will  warrant ;  and  it  would  seem 
that  the  administration,  whose  friends  are  so  generally  in 
favor  of  this- forbearing  course,  and  who  are  so  willing  to 
grant  every  indulgence  to  those  who  bave  the  funds  of  the 
Government  directly  in  their  pospession,  or  indirectly  by 
want  of  punctuality  in  their  own  obligations  and  liabilitiee, 
should  not  be  unnecessarily  embarrassed  in  their  measures, 
but  should  be  met  in  a  kind  spirit  by  their  opponents. 

I  have  no  lears  in  common  with  some  gentlemen  that  the 
ssue  of  a  limited  amount  of  Treasury  notes,  for  the  present 
relief  of  the  immediate  wants  of  the  Treasury,  involves  any 
objectionable  principle.  No  apprehension  was  fult  when 
the  issue  to  a  very  great  amount  was  made  during  the  war 
with  England,  and  it  appears  to  me  tliat  the  imagination 
must  be  exceedingly  active  which  can  discover  danger  in 
this  simple  process  of  anticipating  the  future  means  of  the 
Treasury  by  a  convenient  and  beneficial  financial  operation. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 


Mr.  Speaker:  I  hope,  air,  th«  House  will  not  think  om 
impertinent  or  obtmaive  when  I  ask  their  ioAnl^tocm  M 
lor  a  few  moments,  to  submit  some  few  remarks  In  joatift- 
cation  of  the  vote  which  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  opua 
the  bill  now  under  eonaideraticNi.  Afler  eo  much  has  ~ 
said  upon  this  subject,  either  directly  or  indirectly, j 
I  may  not  hope,  sir,  to  cast  any  new  light  upon  it,  or  la 
place  it  in  any  point  of  view  in  which  it  has  not  already 
been  considered.  But  when  I  consider  the  pledges  I  am 
under  to  my  constituents,  and  the  very  eztraordinaiy 
of  measures  which  has  been  recommended  by  Che 
istration,  I  cannot  permit  this  occasion  to  paas  withoiii^  at 
least,  making  a  general  ezpoa6  of  my  views,  ui  ordmr  timt 
my  constituents  and  the  eoootry  may  see  open  whidi  eiit 
of  the  «<  fence"  I  stand  in  relation  to  theae  grent  and 
portent  questions. 

Sir,  I  was  one  of  those  who  used  all  honorable  meen 
prevent  the  election  of  the  present  Chief  MagiMrate  of 
nation  to  the  distinguished  and  exalted  atation  mhaeh  ha 
now  oeeupiae.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  entertain  any  bHteniaa 
of  feeling  towards  the  President ;  nor  did  I  coma  bete  ae  * 
representative  of  the  people  determined  to  oppoee  hie  ad- 
ministration, right  or  wrong,  or  to  throw  obstadea  in  the 
way  of  its  success.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  my  llmi  pofw 
pose  to  divest  myself  of  the  shackles  of  prejudice,  and 
tain  the  administration  in  every  titeasnre  which  I 
believe  calculated  to  advance  my  country's  prosperity, 
feariessly  to  condemn  and  resist  whatever  weald,  in  ny 
judgment,  tend  to  prodooe  a  contrary  result.  And  due  is 
still  my  determination. 

Sir,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  been  con- 
vened under  extraordinary  dreumatanoea.    We  are  aasna- 
bled  in  obedience  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Preaidant,  la 
take  into  oonsideration   '^grrat  and  weighty   matten^* 
which  claim  our  attention.     And  we  find  ourselves  sar- 
rounded  by  a  state  of  things,  in  my  humble  opinion,  nnpsa- 
cedented  in  the  annate  of  this  country.     I  must  beg  leave 
to  dilfer  moat  materially  firom  the  honorable  gcatlemsa 
frem  Massachusetts  [Mr.  PAaxsirTBB]  who  has  jvist  n- 
cumed  his  seat     He  tells  us  there  is  no  general  distress  in 
the  country ;  that  it  is  confined  to  a  few  individiialB,  and 
the  merchants  in  the  large  commercial  dties.     But,  ab,  it 
would  seem  to  me  that  we  have  before  our  eyes  the  most 
inconteetable  evidence  of  the  deepest  pecuniary.distreas  and 
embarrassment  in  'every  quarter  of  this  Union.     So  far  ss 
I  have  heard,  no  aection  is  exempt,  save  the  district  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Dvbcav,]  who  de- 
clared on  this  floor,  not  many  days  since,  that  none  had 
been  felt  or  experienced  there.     And,. sir,  I  apprehend  tbii 
exception  stands  "solitary  and  alone."    We  find  onr  cur- 
rency most  awfully  deranged— every  branch  of  indnstiy 
end  enterprise  prostrate— public  confidence  withdrawn-— 
commerce  and  trade  suspended,  and  universal  bankniptcy 
and  ruin  staring  us  full  in  the  face.    These  things,  sir,  ait 
acknowledged  to  exist,  and  are  brought  to  our  view,  and 
their  causes  assigned,  in  the  message  of  the  Presidciit 
Whether  he  has  gfven  the  tru^  causes,  I  will  not  hers  step 
to  inquire ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  the  evil  is  upon  ua,  and 
all  eyes  are  turned  upon  Congress  with  the  most  iotenss 
interest  and  anxiety,  to  see  what  measures  of  relief  will  be 
adopted.     And,  sir,  what  relief  are  we  about  to  extend  T 
In  the  very  first  paragraph  of  the  message,  the  roost  de- 
ranged and  embarrassed  state  of  the  financea  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  brought  to  our  notice ;  and,  in  the  aecond,  we 
are  told  that,  owing  to  the  increased  emliarrasBmcnts  In  tbs 
pecuniary  afiairs  of  the  country,  the  public  revenue  woeid 
be  so  far  diminiahed,  that  the  accruing  reoeipta  into  the 
Treasury  would  not,   with  the  reserved  five  million^  be 
sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Government  until 
the  usual  period  for  the  meeting  of  Congreas.     And,  sir, 
although  this  inoieased  state  of  embarraasinent  in  the  pe- 
cuniary affiiirs  of  the  country  is  acknowledged  to  exist,  y«l 
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I  wytibem  of  measom  hu  been  recommendet),  tnd  hai  been 
broogfat  IbrwaTfl  by  the  Committee  of  Wayi  and  Meana, 
ill  haTmg  in  view  but  one  aingle  object — ^the  relief  of  the 
i3o?eniiiM&t. 

With  thia  view,  air,  it  ia  propoaed  by  the  bill  now  under 
BBuadertfion  to  elothe  the  PriBaident  of  the  United  Statea 
iHfb  authority  to  oanae  to  be  iaaued  ten  milliona  of  dollara 
m  TVeaaQiy  uotea,  to  meet  the  extgenciea  of  the  Treaaniy ; 
vd  for  tbe  redemption  of  which  the  faith  and  credit  of  the 
Dailed  8tatea  are  to  be  aolemnly  pledged.  Thia,  then,  air, 
fe  the  "great  and  weighty  mattei^'  which  we  have  been  aa- 
McnNed  to  coaaider !  It  ia  a  "  great  and  weighty  matter** 
Mm  the  Treaaary  ahonld  be  repleniahed,  ao  that  the  office- 
holden  may  get  their  pay.  Bat  the  diatreaa  and  embarraaa- 
MDt  of  tbe  community  aeema  to  be  a  nuttter  of  minor  im- 
portanee,  and  of  but  little  concern ! 

8b,  it  baa  been  urged  by  honorable  gentlemen  that  thia 
hameMOfeof  relief  to  the  country;  that  it  will  aupply 
Iheooimtiy  with  a  circulation  and  a  medium  of  exchange; 
tad  J  grant  that  it  might  o£for  aome  temporary  relief;  but, 
fr)  I  beGere  it  would  tend,  ultimately,  to  aggraTate  the 
iviK.  8o  &r  from  being  a  meaaure  of  permanent  relief 
lithe  people,  I  believe  it  ia  the  entering  wedge  to  ^n  inati- 
iMioii  ilmoat  aa  odioaa  aa  the  Bpaniah  Inquiaition.  I  mean, 
iv,  a  TreasuTy  bank.  In  fact,  if  the  amendment  of  the 
hnonbfe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhztt]  be 
tdejpted,  a  Treaaury  bank  of  iaau*  and  depoaite  ia  at  once 
wttMfaheo. 

%,  instead  of  ahowing  any  diapoaition  to  g^rant  relief  to 

tlie  people,  we  are  called  upon  to  increaae  tibeir  burdena. 

We  are  about  to  heap  upon  them  another  national  debt, 

(fcr,  diegoiee  it  aa  you  will,  it  ia  nothing  leea,  and  haa  been 

M^a^outted  on  all  aidea,)  to  the  amount  of  ten  milliona  of 

Mlira,  to  relioTe  the  Government ;  while  the  people  are 

Ml,  sQbataotially,  that  they  need  not  expect  any  relief; 

jiM  it  ii  tbe  buaineaa  of  tbe  Government  to  take  care  of  it- 

irif;  tnd  that  it  haa  no  power  to  intermeddle  with  the  con- 

^nne  of  tndividuala  !    The  Government,  after  having  tam- 

fned  frith  the  currency  until  it  ia  ruined  and  annihilated — 

'ifter  having  proatrated  every  branch  of  induatiy  and  enter- 

'^iie,  ^  commerce  and  credit  of  the  nation,  1^  practiaing 

*iU  end  vieionaiy  experimenta-^uta  loose  from  the  peo- 

1^  tad  tBHi  them  it  haa  no  power  to  grant  them  relief,  or 

iattdMa  with  their  concerns !    They  are  to  be  diarotased 

with  t  lecture  on  economy.     Yea,  air  *,  they  are  contemp- 

iBOtt^  told  that  tbey  are  to  look  to  their  own  induatry  and 

^t^pbtf  for  refief,  without  the  aid  of  tbe  Government !  8ir, 

tbii  roBiinda  me  of  the  language  of  Job's  comforters.     We 

xid  in  Holy  Writ  that  on  a  certain  occasion  Satan  waa 

Ptnnitted  by  the  Almighty  to  try  an  "experiment"  upon 

Ao  finanees  and  Integrity  of  '«Job,  a  perfect  and  an  upright 

>ttD>  one  that  feared  God  and  eachewed  evil  ■/'  that  when, 

^  the  power  ef  thia  arch  enemy  of  the  peace  and  happineaa 

*^  ntn,  Job*a  fortunes,  and  his  children,  and  every  thing 

cikttlated  to  render  him  happy,  had  been  driven  to  the 

fMir  winds,  tad  he  waa  reduced  U>  beggary  and  ruin ;  when, 

in  addition  to  thie,  «  he  waa  smitten  with  aore  boila  from 

the  crown  of  hia  head  to  the  aolo  of  his  foot,"  and  waa 

P°>Bing  under  the  bittereat  agoniea  of  human  affliction ; 

J*|Ma,  in  short,  by  one  calannty  upon  the  heela  of  another, 

w  hid  been  reduced  trcm  the  htgfaeat  state  of  prosperity 

■od  happiness,  to  the  lowest  depths  of  degradation  and 

ttieery,  and  waa  wont  to  roll  himaelf  in  the  ashes  upon  hia 

■Mth,  there  waa  but  one  resource  left  upon  earth  to  which 

ho  eooU  look  for  eonaolatten  and  aolaoe-— and  that  waa  hia 

^«    And  when  he  cried  out  to  her  in  the  bittemeaa  of 

waml,  what  was  her  reply  1    Bhe  told  him  he  had  better 

"ems  Gad  and  die !"    And,  air,  pretty  much  in  keeping 

^  this  is  the  President's  consolation  to  the  people  in  their 

uBictionB. 

^^  do  you  imagine  the  people  expected  to  hear  such 
'"'PMC*  w  thia  firom  those  to  whose  interesu  they  have 


shown  so  much  devotion?  Did  they  expect  their  rulers  to 
mock  at  their  calamities,  which  they  tbemselvea  had  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  upon  them?  No,  sir;  they  look* 
ed  to  those  v^om  they  had  placed  in  power  to  devise  some 
means  to  relieve  them  from  their  calamities.  The  procia* 
mation  of  the  President  was  hailed  with  joy  by  tbouaands 
as  a  favoi^le  omen.  They  hugged  to  their  boeoms  the  de- 
delusive  hope  that  their  rulers  had  seen  the  folly  of  their 
course,  and  were  about  to  retrace  their  steps.  Sir,  al- 
though the  Preaident  waa  pledged  to  « tread  generally  in 
the  footateps  of  hia  illustrious  predecessor,"  yet,  I  imagine 
no  one  believed  he  designed  to  tread  specially  in  hia  foot- 
steps. And  it  waa  hoped  that  if  he  did  tread  in  hia  foot- 
steps at  all,  he  would  take  his  <<back  track,"  (if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  use  a  hunter'a  phrase,)  at  least  in  relation  to  the 
currency  and  tbe  revenue.  But  in  all  this  how  sadly  are 
we  disappointed !  So  far  from  thia,  we  find  him  disposed 
to  plunge  still  deeper  into  new  and  untried  experiments ! 
Sir,  what  do  we  behold  ?  Tbe  whole  country  involved  in 
one  wide*Bpread  ruin,  and  the  Grovemment  itself  bankrupt ; 
and  we  are  yet  to  hove  another  "experiment !"  Yes,  sir, 
the  State  bank  experiment  haa  failed,  and  the  golden  bubble 
haa  exploded,  and  left  a  wreck  of  ruin  in  their  train ;  and 
now,  sir,  in  obedience  to  the  mandate  from  the  Hermitage, 
we  are  to  have  the  Government  divorced  from  all  existing 
banks,  and  wedded  to  anew  and  untried  system  of  sub- 
treasuries,  or,  in  plain  language,  a  Treasury  bank.  Sir, 
we  find  that  the  ex- President  is  not  content  with  having 
dictated  to  the  people  whom  they  should  choose  to  be  hia 
successor,  but  seems  now  determined  to  dictate  to  that  auc- 
oessor.  I  had  hoped,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  aa  the  Preaident 
had  attained  the  summit  of  his  wishes,  he  would  kick  from 
under  him  the  ladder  by  which  he  had  ascended,  and  take 
the  dtctatea  of  his  own  judgment  aa  the  man  of  his  coun- 
sel ;  but,  sir,  mortifying  aa  it  may  be,  we  find  the  message 
the  exact  fae  nmiU  of  certain  letters  not  long  since  ad- 
dreased  to  the  editor  of  the  Globe,  and  published  in  that 
print. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  ahall  not  now  undertake  to  discuss  the 
sub-Traaaury  system ;  but,  sir,  I  will  say  that,  unfortunate 
as  haa  been  the  reault  of  former  experiments  upon  the  cur- 
rency, I  am  bound  to  believe  that  this  new  project  must 
prove  much  more  &tal,  if  adopted.  It  is  not  only  calcula- 
ted to  heighten  the  pecuniary  diatreas  with  which  the  coun- 
try is  now  surrounded,  by  bringing  discredit  and  ruin  up- 
on all  local  banks,  and  all  who  are  intereAed  in  them,  or 
indebted  to  them,  but  will  add  tremendously  to  the  patron- 
age of  tbe  Executive,  which  I  think  ia  already  much  too 
great  My  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  PiCKXira] 
told  ua  a  few  days  since,  in  his  answer  to  this  argument, 
that  he  treated  all  auch  chargea  with  '*the  most  sovereign 
contempt."  Sir,  let  me  tell  that  honorable  gentleman  that 
it  is  eiuiier  to  dispose  of  some  matters  by  treating  them  with 
contempt  than  in  any  other  way.  In  what,  sir,  doea  Ex- 
ecutive patronage  consist?  I  anawer,  in  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment and  removal  from  office,  and  thd  disbursement 
of  public  moneys.  The  President  would  have  the  right  to 
appoint  and  remove  every  officer  who  would  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  either  the  collection  or  disbursement  of  the  puln 
lie  moneys,  and  consequently  it  would  place  directly  under 
his  control  every  dollar  of  the  public  revenue,  and  thereby 
unite  the  aword  and  the  purse  of  this  great  nation  in  tbe 
bands  of  a  single  individual.  Sir,  we  have  had  a  little  ex- 
perience upon  thia  point,  in  tbe  removal  of  the  public  de- 
positee from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  with  this 
accumulation  of  power  the  Preaident  might  trample  under 
foot  the  right  of  suffirage— the  most  sacred  ever  guarantied 
to  freemen — and  deaignate  hia  aucceasor  with  impunity,  if 
he  choae  to  follow  the  precedent  already  established.  Sir, 
the  liberties  of  thia  country  were  too  dearly  bought  to  be 
committed  to  the  keeping  of  any  one  man,  no  matter  hew 
pure  and  unauspected  he  may  be.     '*  Gold  is  corrupting," 
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and  power  U  tempting.  It  can  never  be  done,  sir,  with  my 
consent.  And,  besides,  as  I  humbly  conceive,  the  public 
moneys  would  be  much  less  secure.  I'be  public  revenue 
is  to  be  taken  from  the  custody  of  all  banki^  and  commit- 
ted to  the  keeping  of  some  ten  or  eleven  thousand  individ- 
uals, scattered  throughout  the  United  States.  And,  sir, 
although  we  have  recently  heard  much  said  abc-ut  tbe  un- 
available funds  of  the  Government,  I  venture  to  predict  that, 
if  this  new  experiment  be  adopted,  we  bave  not  heard  the 
last  of  it.  We  have  had  an  item  of  this  description,  in  the 
annual  report  of  our  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  many 
years ;  and  I  fear,  sir,  that  under  this  new  organizatioa  of 
that  Department,  it  will  not  require  a  great  while  to  add 
a  much  larger  item  to  the  account^  from  the  failuxes  and 
defalcaUons  of  sub-treasurers. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evils  which  now 
afflict  this  country,  I  am  for  commencuif  the  woik  where 
they  originated.  Let  us,  sir,  in  all  due  charity,  instead  of 
charging  the  whole  of  these  misfortunes  to  the  account  of 
tbe  people,  at  least  charge  one-half  of  them  to  the  mal- 
administration of  the  Government ;  and,  although  it  is  not 
recommended  by  tbe  President,  let  us  commence  econo* 
mixing  a  little  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  let  a 
praiseworthy  example  before  the  people.  I  have  always 
heard  it  remarked  that  example  was  much  more  forcible 
than  precept  Let  us,  sir,  instead  of  creating  a  national 
debt,  in  order  to  keep  up  an  extravagant  and  prodigal  syji; 
tern  of  expenditures  which  has  crept  into  the  Government, 
commence  the  business  of  retrenchment  and  reform  which 
was  promised  us  a  few  years  since,  and  adopt  some  meas- 
ure of  general  and  permanent  relief  to  the  community  as 
well  as  to  the  Government ;  and  then,  sir,  and  not  until 
then,  may  we  hope  to  see  better  times,  and  cease  to  hear 
the  complaints  that  sre  now  continually  saluting  our  ears 
from  the  tens  of  thousands  of  honest,  industrious  citizens 
who  have  been  thrown  out  of  employment  and  reduced  to 
beggary  and  ruin  during  this  age  of  experiments. 

Sir,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  detain  the  House  with  any 
calculations  to  show  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  in  order  to 
prove  that  tbe  passage  of  this  bill  is  not  required  to  supply 
a  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  as  contended  for  by  the  friends 
of  the  measure.     It  has  already  been  shown  to  this  House 
conclusively,  to  my  mind  at  least,  that,  by  withholding  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  from  the  States, 
and  suspending  certain  appropriations  for  useless — nay, 
worse  than  useless — public  works,  exploring  expeditions, 
&c.,  and  thereby  reducing  the  expenditures  for  the  pres- 
ent year  some  fifteen  mllHous  of  dollars,  there  would  be 
ample  means  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  all  demands  against 
it,  without  resorting  to  the  expedient  of  issuing  Treasury 
notes  on  the  credit  of  the  nation.     And,  sir,  if  this  be 
true,  would  it  not  be  an  unpardonable  outrage  to  heap 
upon  the  people  another  national  debt,  right  upon  the 
heels  of  the  one  just  discharged  1     Sir,  we  have  had  theo- 
retical reform  long  enough ;  I  think  it  is  time  we  should 
begin  to  carry  it  into  practice.    But,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  urged  that,  aAer  withholding  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  deposites  from  tbe  States,  and  suspending  the  fifteen 
millions  of  appropriations,  there  will  still  be,  in  any  event, 
a  deficit  in  tbe  Treasury,  which  renders  it  indit^pensable 
that  this  bill  should  pass.     And,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the 
Treasury  is  in  actual  want  of  those  funds  at  this  moment, 
'    and  cannot  perform  its  engagements  for  ten  days  without 
them.     I  cannot  perceive,  sir,  how  this  can  be ;  but  if  it 
be  true,  I,  for  one,  say,  so  let  it  be.     If  the  Government 
has  actually  brought  itself  to  insolvency,  and  it  be  really 
necessary  to  borrow  money  to  pay  its  expenses,  let  the 
truth  come  out,  and  let  things  be  called  by  their  right 
names.     Sir,  this  bill  is  designed  to  practise  a  fraud  upon 
the  people,  by  borrowing  money  in  such  a  form  that  they 
will  not  understand  it,  and  thereby  shield  the  Government 
from  the  odium  of  bringing  itself  from  a  surplus  of  forty- 


five  millions  to  bankruptcy  in  lese  than  ens  ysv.  If  I 
were  satisfied  that  there  would  really  be  a  deficit  in  d» 
Treasury,  which  would  make  it  necassary  to  borrow  miif 
to  enable  the  Government  to  perform  its  functiooi^  I  shoril 
certainly  grant  it ;  but,  sir,  I  would  prefer  that  it  sboii 
be  asked  for  in  plain  Bnglish  in  that  form.  I  am  opfsai 
to  laying  burdens  upon  the  people  in  diaguiaA.  If  ik^ 
are  to  be  taxed,  let  them  understand  it,  and  have  an 
tubity  to  provide  for  it. 

But  I  am  told,  air,  that  we  do  not  borrow  xafonay  ef  < 
ate  a  debt  by  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  that  we  obAj 
pate  funds  that  are  now  unavailable.  And,  sir,  ia  it  ig 
possible  that  a  large  amount  of  these  unavailable  Inids  mtf  \ 
forever  ramaip  so  1  Is  not  the  Govenment  atteoapliiv j^  i 
divorce  itself  from  the  dcposile  banks,  and  thereby  la  4^1 
credit  and  destroy  them  1  And,  shoaU  it  so  torn  out,  sNti 
unquestionably  it  will  prove  a  debt  to  the  nation.  Bl]^  m^  | 
in  my  opinion,  this  is  all  a  fiction.  I  eoncar  naoat  beinl^i 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maaaacfaoaetts  [1|^! 
Flstchxb]  in  the  opinion  that  there  ia  not  a  dollar  mil^ 
deposite  banks,  belonging  to  the  General  Govaramcn^  ig( 
cannot  be  made  available  to  the  Treasury  by  anothar  M|f 
oess^  just  as  conveniently  aa  by  the  meaaura  now  h^ 
conai(^tration.  Has  not  the  Treasury,  for  montks  fii-i 
been  making  these  funds  available,  by  drawing  diaHi  mB\ 
them,  even  when  it  was  certain  that  they  would  be  isiMl 
ed  by  the  banks!  .And  I  would  like  to  kn«w  thediil^ 
ence  between  a  protested  Treasury  draft  and  a  T!mgu§ 
note  bearing  interest.  The  draft  is  good  agaioat  the  Twtp^ 
sury,  with  interest  and  charges  of  protest,  and  aaivsn  (lis 
holder  every  purpose  that  a  note  would.  It  eBkniauw- 
didtely  into  circulation,  and  commands  a  premiuBi  on  ifr> 
count  of  the  exchange  it  affords.  And,  sir,  while  the  Gsin 
emment  has  these  unavailable  funds  in  the  bank% 
Treasury  may  make  them  an  inexhaustible  aoovcs 
which  to  create  funds  by  means  of  drafts.  The  Ti 
ms^  draw  upon  the  very  same  fund  five  hundred  times,  i 
the  drafts  may  go  the  rounds,  and  come  hadL  npoa 
Treasury,  and  be  paid  out  oi  the  accruing  receipts  isto^ 
Treasury,  and  tlie  fund  still  remain.  Then,  air,  whtwvl 
the  necessity  of  Treasury  bills  or  notes  \  I  can  sse  aaa^: 
and  am,  therefore,  induced  to  believe  thia  meaaoviip^ 
posed  with  no  other  ol^t  than  to  establish  tlie  pnciM, 
and  thereby  make  it  the  prelude  to  the  great  uB&oidMi 
measure  of  the  late  administration— a  Treasury  bsnk*,  m- 
institution,  in  my  humble  opinion,  moie  daDgeraos  Is  thh 
liberties  of  the  people  than  a  combination  of  all  the  Pfl 
of  Europe.  But,  air,  I  will  not  at  this  time  eatir  ii 
discussion  of  this  great  question.  I  will  only  piay 
that  I  may  never  give  my  sanction  to  any  maaauie 
lated,  in  the  remotest  degree,  to  establiah  auch  an 
tion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  fully  concur  with  the  honorable 
man  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhbtt]  in  tbe  opinioat 
tbe  people  expect,  and  have  a  right  to  demand  at  our  bi 
the  adoption  of  some  measure  which  will  supply  thei 
try  with  a  national  currency,  which  will  answer  as  si 
dium  of  excbanga  between  the  difi&rent  sections  of 
Union-;  but  I  am  unwilling  that  these  exchequer  hills i 
constitute  thb  national  currency.  I  believe,- air,  that  ill 
aa  much  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  foeter  and  eiio0#i 
age  conunerce  as  agriculture,  or  any  other  branch  of  ioAl^ 
try :  the  prosperity  of  the  one  depends  upon  that  of  4i 
other ;  and,  sir,  when  we  view  society  in  all  its  ranifi<^ 
tions,  we  find  the  interests  of  all  dassea  ao  intimately  «*; 
nectad,  that  whatever  afl*ects  one  must  inevitably  affipctA 
Tbe  farmer,  the  planter,  the  manufaotuier,  and  ths  M^ 
cbanic,  are  aa  much  dependent  upon  the  merchant  si  M 
merchant  is  upon  them.  And,  although  the  msrckiii 
have  been  denounced  with  the  bittereet  epithelS  ^ 
charged  with  being  tbe  authon  of  all  tbe  evUa  thst  m* 
afflict  the  coantry— a  most  baaa  and  dlsgnoefiil  attfoft  ^ 
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inij  one  diM  of  the  community  cgtinif  anotheiy-tbere  is 
IK  oM  MBteooe  of  truth  in  it.  Sir,  if  you  destroy  th« 
HKhttiti^  wbal  will  become  of  all  the  euiplus  produce  of 
bi  coQDtry  1  Every  cent'e  worth  oTer  and  abof e  what 
Miy  maa  caa  coBMme  in  hii  own  family  would  proTe  a 
lud  loii  te  him,  and  consequently  every  spring  to  indua- 
9  and  eaterpriae  would  be  cut  off  and  destroyed.  And, 
k,  walks  Ndi  a  state  of  things,  we  must  inevitably  re- 
IfM  back,  in  a  short  time,  to  the  most  perfsct  savage  bar- 
arity.  Indeed,  eir,  I  look  upon  commerce  as  the  main 
iiioe  and  loontain  from  which  ali  our.  prosperity  and 
pMtnan  flow.  Where,  sir,  is  an  instance  of  a  nation's. 
jViioiog  to  any  distinction  or  greatness,  where  commerce 
tMsot  been  cnooaraged  1  If  there  is  one,  it  has  escaped 
if  obeertatioa.  Why,  then,  should  we  not  afford  the 
l^dei  Beeesnrj  to  sustain  this  enterpritfing  dass  of  our 
iteil  k  is  a  fact,  umvecaally  conceded  by  all  who 
W09  lay  thing  of  commercial  operationa,  that  the  mer- 
IttH  do  not  bear  the  toss  sustained  for  want  of  these 
miM,  aod  tbat  it  ultimately  falb  upon  the  laboring 
I^Ms.  It  cannot  be  eipeded  by  any  leasonable  man 
m  (he  merchants  eeua  boy  and  sell  goods  for  nothing. 
Ptj  lie  eoopelled  to  make  a  modeimte  profit,  and,  con- 
IINally,  all  expenses  incurred  by  them  f<ir  want  oi  proper 
piaereial  &eiiliies,  they  most  oi  necesiiiy  charge  upon 
N  ffKMk,  and  ultimntaly  the  consumer  pays  it.  So  we 
hover  that  it  is  the  laboring  classes,  "  the  democracy  of 
Mbm,''  10  much  talked  of  in  this  House,  whose  inter- 
M  ibatodt  a  sound  and  nnifofa  currency  throughout  the 
UlSutifls. 

The  power  of  Congreaa  to  supply  the  country  with  some 
Rt  of  national  currency  that  is  nniform  throughout  the 
Nw,  ID  Older  to  asttet  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the 
plttiy,  I  belicTe  has  been  admitted,  and  even  insisted 
pn,  hj  every  administration,  firem  the  foundation  of  the 
pMmeat  down  to  Che  last.  The  first  charge  which 
peral  Jackson  ever  prefernd  againat  the  United  States 
pnk  WBip  that  it  had  failed  to  fulfil  the  expecUtions  of 
P  people  aod  the  object  of  its  creation,  viz :  to  furnish  the 
p9ttj  with  a  sound  and  nniform  currency  ;  but  in  this 
^nk  he  wu  miolakea.  The  present  Chief  Magistnte, 
****«,  "  with  the  lights  now  biefore  him,"  has  determia- 
dthn  Congress  has  no  such  power.  But,  sir,  I  think  he 
MM  hive  read  through  magie  spectacles,  and  will  have  to 
1*^  Hm»  He  surely  will  not  be  sustained  by  the  repre- 
Nihica  oi  the  people  in  a  pesifcien  so  utipiecedeoted  and 
NunL  Admitting,  then,  as  ii  surely  most  be,  that  Con- 
f^  not  only  has  the  power,  but  that  it  is  our  indispensa- 
I*  daty,  to  supply  tlM  country  with  a  national  currency 
M  niadiiun  of  exchange,  the  question  naturally  arises, 
pe iilhis to  be  accomplisbed  1  Did  any  man  ever  sorl- 
Nj  believe  tbat  the  commerce  and  trade  of  this  great 
puon  could  be  carried  on  by  an  exclusive  metallic  cur- 
pfj  1  I  answer,  no ;  thta  question  is  too  clear  to  admit 
itoBtioveriy.  In  the  next  plaoe,  sir,  aro  the  State  banks 
N*  to  famish  such  a  currency  ?  Of  this  1  shaU  leave 
Nj  Baa  to  be  his  own  judge ;  but,  judging  for  myself, 
[tbciB  be  any  thing  in  past  experience,  I  shoukl  say  it  is 
fM  dear  and  manifoat  they  cannot.  Then,  sir,  the  great 
tf  important  question  oemes  up :  What  will  accomplish 
P  end  1  By  one  aet  of  politicians,  sir,  a  national  bank  is 
W  to  he  the  only  institution  capable  of  supplying  this 
Nioej,  and  past  experience  is  quoted  as  incontestable 
Nmce  in  support  of  thw  position ;  while,  on  the  ether 
Mdy  it  if  most  vehemently  denounced  as  both  uncensti- 
Mioael  and  dangerooe  to  liherty .  These,  sii^  are  grave  and 
Nthty  objeetions,  if  well  founded ;  and,  if  ai^  other 
^(>oe  can  be  devised  to  aceompbsh  this  end,  which  will 
^^  from  constitutional  objections  and  less  dangerous  to 
^J»  I  will  most  gladly  embrace  it  And,  sir,  I  concur 
IKh  Ike  honorable  gentleaum  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
^  that,  unless  Ihe  country  be  supplied  with  such  a 
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currency  by  other  means,  it  will  not  take  the  people  long 
to  remove  all  constitutional  scruples  out  of  the  way  of  a 
national  bank.  As  lor  myself,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that 
either  of  the  ofcriections  to  a  national  bank  is  well  founded. 
I  have  never  doubted  the  power  of  Congress  to  charter 
such  an  institution.  But,  if  I  had,  I  should  consider  my- 
self a  most  egregious  bigot  were  I  to  set  up  my  judgment 
against  all  the  precedents  on  this  point.  Indeed,  sir,  I  be- 
lieve this  is  a  question  that  cannot  now  be  raised  with  any 
prefyiety.  It  has  been  twice  determined,  after  the  most 
deliberate  investigation  by  every  department  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, legislative,  executive,  and  judicial.  And  I  am 
one  of  those,  sir,  who  believe  that  the  censtitntipn  is  as 
susceptible  of  being  reduced  to  fixed  and  settled  principles 
as  any  other  law  of  the  land.  If  it  is  forever  to  remain  an 
unsettled  text,  and  is  to  be  one  thing  to-day,  another  to- 
morrow, and  another  again  the  next  day,  just  to  suit  the 
whim  and  caprice  of  the  powers  tbat  be,  I  think  we  had 
better  surrender  the  instrument.  We  had  better  have  no 
constitution,  than  to  have  it  the  mere  creature  of  those  in 
power,  to  administer  as  they  may  choose  to  understand  it. 
And  as  to  the  other  objection,  I  think  it  is  equally  futile. 
Suppose  we  admit  tbat  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States 
had  been  guilty  of  the  greatest  crime  with  which  it  was 
charged-^  hat  of  intermeddling  in  elections,  and  using  its 
means  to  acquire  political  power.  Sir,  does  tbat  furnish 
any  argument  why  another  should  not  be  chartered,  with 
such  guards  and  restrictions  thrown  around  it  as  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  thooe  evils  ?  Most  certainly  not.  We 
might  with  as  much  propriety  say  that,  because  the  late 
President  of  the  United  States  interfered  in  the  election  of 
his  successor,  and  brought  the  power  and  patronage  of  his 
office  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  we  ought 
therefore  to  abolish  the  Executive  Department  of  this 
Government.  Such  an  argument  is  absurd  and  prepos- 
terous. 

And,  sir,  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  express  my 
firm  belief  that  a  national  bank,  based  upon  correct  princi- 
ples, is  the  only  institution  cspable  of  giving  the  countiy 
such  a  currency  as  is  essential  to  its  prosperity.  And  lam 
sustained  in  this  opinion  by  this  remarkable  &ct,  that,  dur- 
ing the  space  of  about  forty  years,  while  such  an  institution 
was  in  operstion  in  this  country,  there  was  never,  at  any 
time,  a  material  derangement  in  the  currency,,  or  pecuniary 
diatress ;  and  that,  during  the  two  short  periods,  comprising 
only  about  eight  years,  in  which  the  Government  attempt- 
ed to  do  without  one,  we  had  an  entire  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  all  tlie  local  banks,  end  the  deepest  distress 
and  embarrassment  in  the  pecsniary  affairs  of  ihe  country. 
And,  sir,  although  we  have  recently  had  it  from  high  au- 
thority, and  from  different  sources  too,  that  a  large  major- 
ity of  the  people  of  the  United  states  are  opposed  to  such 
an  institution,  with  due  deference,  sir,  I  must  take  the 
liberty  to  dissent  from  that  opinion.  Upon  the  score  of 
expediency,  I  am  bound  to  believe  there  is  an  overwhelm- 
ing  majority  in  its  favor.  And,  sooner  or  later,  humiliating 
ao  it  may  lie,  the  Government  must  return  to  it ;  and  I  hope 
the  day  is  not  far  distant. 

•The  community,  sir,  and  especially  the  commercial  com- 
munity, who  have  been  struggling  against  winds  and  tides, 
and  Government  experiments,  to  sustain  their  credit  and 
reputation,  have  borne  th^r  misfortunes  with  much  long- 
suffering  and  forbeafince.  But,  sir,  the  time  may  come 
when  forbearance  will  cease  to  be  a  virtue. 

I  am  taWy  aware,  however,  that  a  national  bank  cannot 
now  be  established.  We  have  had  incontestable  evidence 
of  that  fact  this  morning.*  And,  sir,  even  if  there  were  a 
probability  of  its  success,  situated  as  I  am,  I  would  not 
presume  to  make  the  proposition.  It  is  due  to  those  who 
have  more  experience  to  take  the  lead  in  a  measure  of  so 

*  ReeoloUon  adopie(l  declariag  U  inespsdisnt  to  charter  a  national 
bank. 
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But,  nr,  I  am  i«hI j  tmmctmf  fartv 
whenever  1I10  Mibiect  maj  be  praMOted.  la  coodawnn, 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  only  eqr  thai,  for  mjael(  I  am  parfccl- 
Ij  Mliated  with  new  and  antried  e»perioMBle»  and  I  hope 
and  beliere  the  eomtfj  ie  to* 

Mr.  HAMER  had  thought  lart  night  thai  the  debate  on 
Ihk  bill  mm  doaed ;  bat  it  eeamed  that  they  had  taken  a 
fftdk  atari  thai  morning.  He  himaelf  did  not  riaa  to  make 
a  epeoeb,  boi  briefly  to  throw  out  a  Stm  imggBafinni  in  to- 
pi  J  to  aome  thinga  that  had  been  thrown  out  bj  gentlgmen 
in  the  ooone  of  the  diaenmion. 

Some  complainte  bad  been  made  of  the  order  in  which 
the  hatnum  oi  the  Hooae  had  been  btooghi  beibra  it. 
Gentlemen  had  argBd  that  this  bill  oughi  to  have  been  kid 
aside,  and  that  the  biUa  to  allow  time  lo  the  depooite  banks, 
and  to  poetpone  the  payment  oi  meschanta'  bonda^  ahould 
have  been  llist  diapooed  of,  bef»ra  the  final  action  waa  had 
npon  the  preoeni  bilL  Now,  than  worn  two  raaaoaa  why 
thai  waa  not  the  proper  oonraa. 

Thefini  waa,  that,BO  far  aa had  been  aeen  by  theeouiaa, 
and  gathered  from  the  dcclantiona  of  ganileaien  in  the  op- 
poeition,  thoy  wera  oppoaad  to  all  the  maaaniai  brought 
Ibrward ;  and  hence  it  waa  but  Cur  and  raaaonftble  thai  the 
friends  of  those  meaanros  should  be  allowed  to  aeleci  the 
order  in  which  they  should  be  brought  before  tho  House. 
That  was  one  rasson. 

The  other  was,  thai  the  Grovemmeni  oughi  lo  act,  in 
regaid  to  this  matter,  predaely  as  an  indtvidoal  would  in 
similar  eirenmatanesa.  Suppoaa  that  he  owed  a  thousand 
dollan^  and  waa  unprepared  lo  pay  it  when  called  upon, 
and  asked  time  of  bis  creditor ;  that  creditor  said  he  would 
give  him  time  if  he  (the  creditor)  could  laiae  it  from  any 
other  source  most  not  thai  creditor  aeeertain  first  whether 
he  ooold  raiie  the  amount  of  money  before  he  could  in- 
dulge him  (Mr.  H. )  hie.  debtor  1  7*bat  was  preciiely  what 
they  wanted  to  ascertain  in  the  present  case.  They  wen 
first  to  ascertain  whether  they  had  the  meana  of  granting 
the  indulgence  proposed  in  the  other  two  bills*  befure  they 
could  lake  upon  tliemselves  to  do  so.  This  was  hit  and 
reaaonable,  and  was  the  only  perfectly  proper  course. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  arguments  advanced  thai  morning 
by  the  very   able  gentleman  from  Masnchusetts^  [Mr. 
FLSTCHxa.]    That  gentleman  insisted  that  this  bill  was 
nnnecessary,  and  assigned  his  reasons*     He  said   they 
ahould  sell  the  claim  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea. 
Why,  the  Government  waa  now  out  of  money,  and  wanted 
funds  immediately.  Which,  then,  was  the  moot  reaaonable  : 
Ibr  the  Government  to  go  into  the  market  and  force  a  sale 
of  that  claim,  and  the  paper  she  holds  against  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Suies,  or  to  iisue  Treaaory  notes,  and  take 
time  to  render  that  debt  available,  or  collect  it  ai  maturity  1 
Was  a  forced  sale  advantageous,  under  any  circumstances^ 
either  to  an  individual  or  to  the  Government  1     Certainly 
not.     It  is  better,  therefore,  that  the  notes  should  be  issued. 
Again:  There  waa  a  large  amount  in  the  deposits  banka^ 
said  the  gentleman.     Now,  they  heard  that  repeatedly  be- 
fore, but  did  not  every  gentleman  there  know,  that  the 
amount  in  the  deposits  banks  could  not  be  commanded  at 
that  time  1     Nay,  more :  waa  it  not  iosistsd  by  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition,  that  that  money  should  not  be  command- 
ed under  one,  two,  or  three  years. 

What  was  another  argument  connected  with  this  propo* 
oition  1  It  was  that  they  might  iasue  Treasury  drafUupon 
the  banki,  and  sufier  them  to  be  protested,  and  circulated 
through  tb^  community,  aa  now,  instead  of  notea.  Why, 
in  the  first  place,  they  had  heard  from  all  quartera  of  the 
Union,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  right  to 
iasue  drafta  upon  the  baoki^  knowing  they  would  be  pro- 
tested. But  suppose  he  had  tbo  right,  was  there  any  dif- 
ference between  tboee  drafts  now  circulating  and  the  Treaa- 
ury  nttes  they  proposed  to  is^iue  t  Where  was  the  difference 
between  drawing  a  draft  upon  a  bank,  which  they  knew 


be  paid,  hoi  wouM  bo  piuUsisd  and 
ciwulate  tfann«h  the  ininmnnify  upon  iba  cndit 
and  a  Traaaoiy  noii^  which  waa  to 
vcly  tipoa  the  cradii  of  iba  Gavarament,  anA  vilk 
tha  belief  thai  tha  aaoom  it  iipwaanii  will  be  psid  *» 
ttfaa  bankaaninaeendition  topny?  Now,  if 
a  ao  Mtnia  aa  to  be  aUe  to  potni  ovt  any 
tha  metaphymeal,  boi  iba  praclical, 
wenhl  bo  glad  to  hear  ii.  iBochwi 
IbI«1  on  the  cindtt  of  iba  Govsmaaetti. 
Bui  ii  aeemed  thai  thaaa  oolee,  in  the  opinion  of 
an  naeanatitnlional ;  and  than,  from  afi  < 
Ihay  ware  told  Ii  waa  a  loaa— n  loan 
Wall,  if  Hba  a  kwn,  did  not  tha  eooatiiotk 
aothofiia  the  Goverameoi  to  borrow  money  for  ila 
vrantat  if  it  bb  a  loan,  m  they  ndaui  ii  In  ba^  and  an  Mtfl 
H.  admilted,  m  one  eenaa,  boi  noi  in  iba  oidinaiy 
in  whieh  a  lean  wm  nnderitood— but  if  ii  wnrr,  tha 
atitntieita  anthaiiaad  them  to  borrow  flaooey  wbanawe 
tiee  of  tha  eovntiy  re^nlrBd  thorn  to  do  it. 
itakwnl  Why,  Ii  waa  josi  andi  a  loaa  aa  ho 
to  an  individual  to  whom  he  waa  indabt  ~ 
called  npon  him  for  a  saltiemel,  and  hn  et 
him,  bni  gave  him  hie  noU  promising  io  pay  him  In  a] 
In  thai  aanae,  but  in  no  other,  waa  ii  a  loan ;  bni  no 
wouM  00  undentaad  it.  It  waa  prociaely  I 
tranaacdon  too.  Tboee  who  had  elaima  vpoa  the  GoemaR^ 
ment  called  for  their  money ;  the  Oovaromeni  had  wA 
ii,  boaanae  the  naichanta  and  tha  hanka  could 
and  what  doea  aha  do  !  Why,  give  her  aa4 
aha  will  pay  up  ai  tha  and  of  a  year.  Tlua  in  a  flainevniy 
day  tranaaction  between  indivldttala. 

Again,  ii  waa  eaid  thia  biU  wonid  be  a  bnidcn  npan 
people.     How  a  burden  upon  the  people  t     Ho  basd( 
complaint  rung  ibronghoot  the  Honaa^  and  Im  aAnd,  ~ 
waa  it  a  borden  upon  the  people)     IHd  it  propoei 
new  tax  upon  them  ?     Did  Ii  propoea  any  levying  all 
burdenat     Did  it  take  any  money  o«i  of  tbair  po^at  1 
they  mgaided  tha  bill  pmaed  to  vrithboM  iba  fourth 
mani  of  depoeiiee  with  the  States  aa  fnmiahiiig  the 
lo  redeem  these  noiss^  in  thai  way  ii  waa  a  burdaik 
nobody  pratended  thai  these  notea  wera  to  be  ao  1 
or  to  be  redeemed  at  all,  axoapi  vrhen  tha  deposiia 
and  the  merehanta  paid  up  their  dobta. 

Gentlemen  talked,  too,  a  good  deal  aboni  the  pnople 
underrtanding  thia.  Mr.  H.  had  a  higher  rcapeet  far 
intelligence  of  the  {wople.  Thay  would  ondamiand 
they  did  undentand  it. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  than  took  the  floor,  and  comnMuoal 
argument  against  the  bill,  bni  his  remarka  wera  coi  off  ^ 
the  arrival  of  the  hour  (half  paai  2)  for  iba  Heoae  la 
ita  daily  rceeea  tiU  4  o'clock. 

Eriviira  Sxsaioir. 

Tha  Houae  then  reaumed  the  eonaidaration  of  the  <' 
to  authoriia  the  issnmg  of  Treaaury  notea^**  being  the^. 
stituta  reportsd  from  tha  Committee  of  the  Whole  an 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  raanmad  hie  remarka.     He 

to  prove  thai  the  moat  injuriona  elSKta  had  reaoltad 
the  late  meaaure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treenuiy  in  • 
ing  a  large  amount  of  depoaitea  to  remain  in  eeveral  _ 
led  banks,  while  ha  withdrew  nearly  the  whole  anmt 
poaited  with  the  banka  on  t|ie  aeaboard.     It  waa  hia 
ion  that  much  of  the  distveas  now  exieting  in  the 
eial  citiaa  waa  to  be  attributed  to  thai  mename.     Hti 
ferrsd  to  the  pmapecte  of  the  country  for  the  enen'mrv 
and  .onteuded,  thai  from  tha  report  of  tlie  Secretaiy' 
the  statementt  given   in  the   Houae,  if  a  bel 
drawn,  tha  amount  of  difierance  between  the  ei^^ 

and  leceipto  would  noi  exceed  two  or  dtrae  hnndied 

sand  doUara.    He  woald  tell  tham  kmkly,  thai  whmli 
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HBO  here  hb  inpreMioii  was,  that  the  only  practioable 
iU  was  tbo  creation  of  a  Govaannent  loan,  by  which 
lir  aoeoant  with  Europe  coald  be  fpeedily  closed,  or  to 
■ae  inch  kind*  of  Treasury  notes  as  would  be  usefal  to 
ha  people ;  and  he  thought  that  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
iMthneot  of  the  depoaites  would  be  the  means  of  distrib- 
liiV  these  notes  to  the  oenntry.  But  that  measure  had 
iedy  and  with  it  a  great  portion  of  the  ground  for  i^uing 


It  wss  his  opinion  that  spec*le  payments  would  not  be 
immed  for  the  present,  if  the  measures  now  before  the 
lease  were  adopted ;  and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known 
ilrf^  in  his  opinion,  the  period  i^  distress  had  not  passed 
|pr.  It  still  existed,  and,  under  the  present  state  of 
jbgs^  most  increase.  Some  gentlemen  hsd  attributed 
li  distress  to  over-tiading ;  but,  although  he  would  ado^t 
in  might  have  had  some  influence,  yet  the  great  evil 
hleh  they  ware  called  on  to  remedy  was  that  of  obstruo- 
JMi  to  ouf  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  restore 
^  eurreney  to  ita  former  state,  and  the  banks  to  that  con- 
Ihay  enjoyed  before  the  snspensbn  of  specie  pay- 
It  was  desirable  that  they  should  make  the  notes 
l>aiika  rvoeiTable  for  public  dues;  and,  when  they 
done  that,  they  would  have  done  all  that  was  expect- 
turn  Gorernment ;  for,  when  such  notes  were  so  re- 
oosifidenoe  would  be  restored,  and  nothing  more 
ba  wanting.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  to  its 
IMBI  amount ;  and,  if  Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  all, 
^VMld  aoggest  the  expediency  of  issuing  tbem  without, 
Hsr  than  wltli  interest. 

Ut.  HOWARD  said  he  would  make  a  few  remarks  in 
to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Phiiups,] 
tlM  poini  which  had  been  very  xeal<»usly  preased  up- 
Hoviae  by  him.  it  was  proposed  to  raise  the  money 
the  Treasury  wantsd,  by  a  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the 
of  the  United  States,  instead  of  issuing  Treasury 
As  a  financial  measure,  Mr.  H.  said,  his  under- 
ig  was  not  convinced  of  its  propriety,  although  he 
adaattted  that  the  gentleman  from  Manachuaetts  was 
conversant  with  such  subjects  than  himself.  It 
to  him  that  this  plan  of  sdliog  the  bonds  of  the 
urged  open  the  House  with  great  pertinacity. 
the  discussion  of  the  biU  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
it  was  the  policy  of  the  opponents  of  that  meas* 
1^  la  show  that  the  Treasury  had  ample  resources  at  eom- 
K  and  the  conversion  of  those  bonds  hito  cash  was  di- 
l^ui  the  track  of  the  argument  But  that  matter  had 
IP  dedded,  and  the  question  now  was  merely  whether 
iOsvemraent  should  use  iu  own  credit,  or  that  of  the 
■^  in  Older  to  raise  funds. 

Vthe  pfopoaition  to  sell  bad  been  brought  forward  by 
\  adversaries  of  the  bank,  and  sustained  upon  the  ground 
It  it  would  be  wiee  to  part  with  the  bonds  for  whatever 
w  migfat  bring,  because  the  bank  had  not  paid  the  first 
El  aA  Bsstarity,  it  would  have  been  an  argument  that  he 
M  nDderatand.  Mr.  H.  said  he  begged  to  inquire 
^the  chaiman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
IHher  Uie  first  boiid,  which  was  due  on  the  first  of  Oc- 
k^  hsd  bean  paid! 

BIr.  Cawsbx&sss  replied,  that  no  notice  of  its  pay- 
P  hsd  ht^k  received,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
^eoiy  had  been  obliged  to  write  to  the  president  of  the 

il  about  it.] 

|lr.  H.  said  it  was  generally  reported  that  the  benk 
Med  to  set  off  certain  Treasury  warranU  or  drafks 
IciihAd  been  issued,  in  payment  of  the  third  instalment, 
hBBi0  Stale  under  the  deposite  act,  into  the  correctness 
[iriuch  step  he  would  not  now  enter,  as  it  wouM  lead 
feoeitefhis  way. 

lbs  leMon  why  he  mentioned  it  at  all  was  to  show,  that 
habAiik  thought  itself  entitled  to  discharge  the  first  bond 
way,  it  might  think  it  just  to  pay  the  others  by  the 


same  set-ofi';  because  the  aangnee  of  a  bond  would  take  it 
subject  to  all  the  equity  which  attached  to  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  obligee.  What  would  these  bonds  sell  for  at  the 
risk  of  being  paid  off  in  this  manner  1  It  was  true  that  we 
might  direct  otherwiea  by  law  ;  but  then  it  would  be  a  harsh 
measure,  deprive  the  bank  of  a  privilege  which  belonged  to 
every  body  else — that  of  paying  its  debts  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  such  paper  as  was  received  from  all  other  persons. 
If  this  course  had  been  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  might  it  not  have  been  deemed  severe, 
and  tending  to  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  bank  ?  But 
to  consider  it  strictly  as  a  financial  measure,  what  did  it 
amount  to  1  When  we  had  to  choose  between  using  the 
credit  of  the  Grovernment  and  the  credit  of  the  bank,  why 
should  we  prefer  the  latter  1  He  admitted  that  the  credit  of 
that  institution  stood  high,  both  in  our  own  country  aud 
Europe,  and  he  had  not  the  slightest  wish  to  impair  that 
credit  But  it  was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  Government. 
Would  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  contend  for  this  1 
He  apprehended  not.  But  let  us  follow  out  the  operation. 
Suppose  the  bonds  put  up  for  sale  in  New  York.  In 
what  money  would  payment  be  required  ?  In  specie  or 
notes  of  non-specie  i>aying  banks  1  The  existing  laws  for- 
bade tbo  reception  of  the  latter,  and  specie  must  therefore 
be  required.  Where  would  six  milions  of  dollars  in  specie 
come  from  1  It  wouMI  be  unwise  to  tempt  the  banks  to 
bring  it  out  of  their  vaults,  in  order  to  purchase  these  bonds, 
because  the  abstraction  of  such  a  quantity  would  retard  a 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  which  all  agreed  in  wishing 
to  hasten.  Would  the  boards  of  individuals  be  brought  out, 
and  vested  in  these  bonds  1  Perhaps  they  might,  but  they 
might  more  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  enticed  from  their 
hiding  places  by  Government  securities.  Even  if  the  bonds 
should  be  thus  sold,  the  currency  of  the  country  would  re- 
main just  as  it  now  is,  and  no  facility  be  afforded  for  domes- 
tic exchanges,  which  was  one  great  object  o(  the  present 
bill.  Treasury  notes  wouM  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
existing  drculating  medium,  because  they  would  enable 
remittances  to  be  made  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another.  The  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^ 
on  the  contrary,  just  left  things  as  they  were  without  moving 
a  single  inch  towards  the  relief  of  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity. But  it  had  been  said  that  these  bonds  might  be  sent 
to  England  and  sold  there,  and  the  specio  brought  here. 
This  might  be  true.  He  would  pass  over  the  delay  which 
must  be  experienced  in  the  remittance,  sale,  and  importa- 
tion of  the  specie,  in  order  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  the  singular  situation  in  which 
this  proposal  placed  him.  Gen.  Jackson  had  been  severely 
censured  by  the  opposition  with  interrupting  the  course  of 
commerce  and  forcing  exchange,  by  causing  large  importa- 
tions of  specie;  and  hare  was  a  proposition  to  do  the  same 
thing,  except  as  to  amount  The  only  difference  was,  that 
Gen.  Jackson  imported  thirty  millions,  and  the  gentleman 
proposed  to  import  six.  He  was  actually  treading  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson.  But  what  would  be  the 
consequence  of  such  an  importation  ?  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  become  alarmed  before,  when  it  found  its  bullion 
reduced  from  eight  millions  sterling  to  between  three  and  four, 
and  had  taken  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  further  loss,  by 
discountenancing  American  bills  and  lowering  the  price  of 
cotton,  the  consequence  of  which  was  a  necessity  of  ship* 
ping  specie  from  the  United  States.  It  bad  now  regained 
its  usual  amount,  and  the  price  of  exchange  was  gi^ualiy 
failing.  But  the  sudden  abstraction  of  a  million  sterling 
from  London  could  not  do  otherwise  than  reproduce  the 
alarm  which  had  now  subsided,  or  was  subsiding,  and 
thus  we  should  have  fresh  trouble.  But  the  gendeman 
from  Massachusetts  bad  also  said  that  the  Secretary  might 
draw  bills  of  exchange  upon  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds, 
and  thus  bring  down  excbsnge.  True,  this  could  be  done ; 
and  he  would  concur  cheerfully  with  the  gentleman  in  any 
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mach  importance.  But,  lir,  I  am  raady  to  act  my  part, 
whenever  the  subject  may  be  preeented.  In  oondosiony 
Mr.  Speaker,'!  will  only  say  that,  for  myael^  I  am  perfcct- 
ly  satiated  with  new  and  untried  experimentB»  and  I  hope 
and  believe  the  country  is  so. 

Mr.  HAMER  had  thought  last  night  that  the  debate  on 
this  bill  was  closed ;  but  it  seemed  &at  they  had  taken  a 
fresh  start  that  morning.  He  himself  did  not  rise  to  make 
a  speech,  but  briefly  to  throw  out  a  fow  suj^gestions  in  ra* 
ply  to  some  things  Uiat  had  been  thrown  oiit  by  gentlgmen 
in  the  course  of  the  discusnon. 

Some  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  order  in  which 
the  business  of  the  House  bad  been  brought  before  it. 
Gentlemen  had  urged  that  this  bill  ought  to  Imve  been  laid 
aside,  and  that  the  bills  to  allow  time  to  the  depoaite  banks, 
and  to  postpone  the  payment  of  merchants'  bonds,  should 
have  been  first  disposed  of,  before  the  final  action  was  had 
upon  the  present  bilL  Now,  there  were  two  reasons  why 
that  was  not  the  proper  course. 

The  first  was,  tha^  so  far  as  had  been  seen  by  the  course, 
and  gathered  from  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  in  the  op- 
position, they  were  opposed  to  all  the  measures  brought 
forward ;  and  hence  it  was  but  fair  and  reasonible  that  the 
friends  of  those  measurss  should  be  allowed  to  select  the 
order  in  which  they  should  be  brought  before  tbe  House. 
That  was  one  reason. 

The  other  was,  that  the  Government  ought  to  act,  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  precisely  as  an  individual  would  in 
similar  circumstances.  Suppose  that  he  owed  a  thoneand 
dollars^  and  was  unprepared  lo  pay  it  when  called  upon, 
and  asked  time  of  bis  creditor;  that  creditor  said  he  would 
give  him  time  if  he  (the  creditor)  could  raise  it  from  any 
other  source— must  not  that  creditor  ascertain  first  whether 
he  could  raise  the  amount  of  money  before  he  could  in- 
dulge him  (Mr.  H. )  hii^  debtor  1  That  was  precisely  what 
they  wanted  to  ascertain  in  the  present  case.  They  wen 
first  to  ascertain  whether  they  had  the  means  of  granting 
the  indulgence  propoeed  in  the  other  two  bills,  before  they 
could  lake  upon  themselves  to  do  so.  This  was  lair  and 
reasonable,  and  was  the  only  perfectly  proper  course. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  argumenU  advanced  that  morning 
by  the  very  able  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^  [Mr. 
FLSTCBxa.]  That  gentleman  insisted  that  thb  bill  was 
unnecessary,  and  assigned  his  reasons.  He  said  they 
should  sell  Uie  claim  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
*Why,  the  Government  was  now  out  of  money,  and  wanted 
funds  immediately.  Which,  then,  was  the  most  reasonable : 
for  the  Government  to  go  into  the  market  and  force  a  sale 
of  that  claim,  and  the  paper  she  holds  against  the  Bank  of 
the  Unitad  States,  or  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  and  take 
time  to  render  that  debt  available,  or  collect  it  ai  maturity  t 
Was  a  forced  sale  advantageous,  under  any  circumstances^ 
either  to  an  individual  or  to  the  Government  1  Certainly 
not.     It  is  better,  therefore,  that  the  notes  should  be  issued. 

Again:  There  waa  a  large  amount  in  the  deposita  banks^ 
said  the  gentleman.  Now,  they  heard  that  repeatedly  be- 
fore,  but  did  not  every  gentUiman  there  know,  that  the 
amount  in  the  deposita  banks  could  not  be  commanded  at 
that  time  t  Nay,  more :  waa  it  not  insisted  by  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition,  that  that  money  should  not  bie  command- 
ed under  one,  two,  or  three  years. 

What  was  another  argument  connected  with  this  propo- 
sition !  It  was  that  they  might  issue  Treasury  drafU  upon 
the  banks,  and  suffer  them  to  be  protestsd,  and  circulated 
through  the'  community,  as  now,  instead  of  notea.  Why, 
in  the  first  place,  they  had  heard  from  all  quarters  of  the 
Union,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  right  to 
issue  drafts  upon  the  banks,  knowing  they  would  be  pro- 
tested. But  suppose  he  had  the  right,  was  there  any  dif- 
ference between  thoee  drafts  now  circulating  and  the  Treas- 
ury notes  they  proposed  to  is^me  1  Where  was  the  difference 
between  drawing  a  draft  upon  a  bank,  which  they  knew 


would  not  be  paid,  bat  would  be  protested  and  aUowedls 
cirealale  through  the  communis  upon  the  credit  ef  Ike 
Government,  and  a  Treaanry  note,  which  was  to  dreobli 
ezdusively  upon  the  ersdit  of  the  GoTemment,  and  wilk 
the  belief  that  the  amount  it  lepresento  will  be  p«d  ihi 
moment  the  banks  aie  in  a  condition  to  pay  t  Now,  if  aay 
gentleman  was  so  astute  as  to  be  able  to  point  out  any  dif- 
fiBrence— not  the  metaphysical,  but  the  practical,  diftv- 
ence— he  would  be  glad  to  hear  it  k  Both  were  eertaialir 
circutnl^  on  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

But  it  seemed  that  these  notoe,  in  the  ofMnion  of  soot 
gentlemen,  wees  anconstttational ;  and  then,  from  all  qav* 
tars,  they  were  tokl  it  was  a  loan— a  loan  in  disgwK 
Well,  if  it  be  a  loan,  did  not  the  eonstitntion  expaw^r 
aothorixe  the  Govemmeot  to  borrow  money  for  ita  nesdM 
wanto  t  If  it  bb  a  loan,  as  they  admit  it  to  be^  and  ao  Mr. 
H.  admitted,  in  one  sense,  bat  not  in  the  ordinary  ssm 
in  which  a  loan  was  anderstood— bat  if  it  were,  the  can* 
stltutie'h  authorixed  them  to  borrow  money  whenever  te 
necessities  of  the  country  required  them  to  do  it.    Hsv 


wasitaloani  Why,  it  was  just  such  a  loan  as  he  wsill 
make  to  an  individual  to  whom  he  was  indebted,  and  «hi 
called  upon  him  for  ■  setttement,  and  he  could  Ml  fif 
him,  but  gave  him  his  nota  promising  to  pay  bim  in  ay«a 
In  that  sense,  bat  in  no  other,  was  it  a  loan ;  bat  no  cm 
would  so  undeistand  it.  It  was  precisely  that  kind  d 
tranaaoCion  too.  Thoee  who  had  claims  upon  the  Oomok 
Bent  called  for  their  money ;  the  Government  had  net  fit 
it,  beeaoae  the  roerohanta  and  the  banks  eeald  natpsyker, 
and  what  does  she  do  1  Why,  give  her  aetai^  sod  lay 
she  will  pay  up  at  the  end  of  a  year.  Thia  ie  a  ftaiB  tveiy 
day  transaction  between  individuals. 

Again,  it  waa  aaid  this  bill  would  be  a  burden  open  ihi 
peopto.  How  a  burden  upon  the  people  1  He  heardtki 
complaint  rung  throughout  the  House,  and  he  asked,  htm 
wee  it  a  burden  upon  the  people  1  Did  it  propose  ^ 
new  tax  upon  them  1  Did  it  propose  any  levying  of  fri4 
burdens  !  Did  it  take  any  money  oat  of  their  pocket  1  I 
they  regarded  the  bill  passed  to  withhold  the  fourth  m^ 
ment  of  depoeitee  with  the  States  as  famishing  the  wea 
to  redeem  these  notss^  in  that  way  it  was  a  burdsn.  Birf 
nobody  pietended  that  these  notea  were  to  be  eo  wdemedi 
or  to  be  redeemed  at  all,  exeept  when  the  deposits  taahi 
and  the  merchanta  paid  up  their  debts. 

Gentlemen  talked,  too,  a  good  deal  aboot  the  pesf Is  afll 
understanding  this.  Mr.  H.  had  a  hi|^er  reaps tt  far  Ibl 
intelligence  of  the  people.  They  would  undecelud  it) 
they  did  understand  it. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  then  took  the  floor,  and  eoamaneedri 
argument  against  the  bill,  but  hie  lemarks  were  oat  off  l| 
the  arrival  of  the  hoar  (half  pest  S)  for  the  Hoaae  to  nil 
ita  daily  recess  till  4  o'clock. 

Erxviva  Sxssioir. 

The  House  then  resamod  the  eonsideimtioii  of  the  «'ll 
to  authoriie  the  issofaig  of  Treasury  notes,**  being  the  eri 
atitnta  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  A 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  resumed  his  rsmarks.  Ha  endesvoH 
to  prove  that  the  moat  injurioos  efiecta  had  resolted  fm 
the  late  measure  of  the  Secretary  off  the  Treasury  in  elM 
ing  a  large  amoont  of  depoeitee  to  remain  in  aevorel  isoh 
ted  banks,  while  he  withdrew  nesriy  the  whole  aomi  di 
poeited  with  the  banke  on  the  seaboard.  It  waa  hie  epii 
ion  that  much  of  the  distress  now  existing  in  the  coooi 
eial  citiea  was  to  be  attributed  to  that  meeaaro.  Hei 
ferred  to  the  proepecto  of  the  country  for  the  oBeaingyHl 
and  wontauded,  that  from  the  report  of  the  Sacietafy,  to 
the  statementa  given  in  the  House,  if  a  balance  oi 
drawn,  the  amount  of  difiemnce  between  the  expeadiM 
and  reoeipto  woold  not  exceed  two  or  three  handred  diM 
sand  dollarf.    He  woald  tell  them  fironk^,  that  «h«i 
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htn  \m  impretBion  wai,  that  the  onlj  pimcticdble 
Bfief  waf  the  creatioii  of  a  Government  loan,  by  whkb 
or  aoeooBt  with  Europe  ooald  be  iqpeedUj  dosed,  or  to 
■06  inch  kiode  ef  Trrasary  notes  as  would  be  useful  to 
be  people ;  and  he  thought  that  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
MtaliBsot  of  the  depoeites  would  be  the  means  of  diatrlb- 
tfiif  these  notes  to  the  oonntry.  But  that  measure  had 
nlsd,  and  with  it  a  great  ponton  of  the  ground  for  issuing 
MBS  ootse* 

It  was  his  opinion  that  spet'ie  payments  would  not  be 
Mamed  fiir  the  present,  if  the  measuree  now  before  the 
loose  were  adopted ;  and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known 
hsl;  in  his  opinion,  the  period  of  distress  had  not  passed 
mr.  It  still  exieted,  and,  under  the  present  state  of 
lfcig!i,  nust  increase.  Some  gentlemen  bad  attributed 
In  dirtiess  to  over-trading ;  but,  although  ha  would  admit 
hat  night  hsTo  had  some  influence,  yet  the  great  evil 
riikh  they  were  called  on  to  remedy  was  that  of  obstruct 
iieo  to  our  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  restore 
he  corran^  to  its  fin'mer  state,  and  the  banks  to  thatoon- 
Mmee  they  enjoyed  before  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
HBtP.  It  was  desirable  that  they  should  make  the  notes 
ftbe  banks  receivable  for  public  dues;  and,  when  they 
td  doDS  that,  they  would  have  done  all  that  was  expect- 
i  from  Government ;  for,  when  such  notes  were  so  re- 
tivable^  confidence  would  be  restored,  and  nothing  more 
voold  be  wanting.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  to  its 
MHStsBMunt ;  and,  if  Treasuiy  notes  were  issued  at  all, 
»  sooU  eoggest  the  expediency  of  issuing  them  without, 
Mber  than  witk  interest 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  would  make  a  few  remarks  in 
9I7  tothe  gentleman  from  Maasacbusetts,  [Jlr.  Pbiilifs,] 

fa  die  point  which  had  been  very  xealoasly  pressed  up- 
tks  House  by  him.  It  was  proposed  to  raise  the  money 
Htfch  the  Treasury  wanted,  by  a  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the 
of  the  United  States,  instead  of  issuing  Treasury 
As  a  financial  measure,  Mr.  H.  said,  his  under* 
f  was  not  convinced  of  its  propriety,  although  he 
admitted  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusells  was 
more  conversant  with  such  subjects  than  himself.  It 
to  him  that  this  plan  of  seiUog  the  bonds  of  the 
Ml  was  urged  open  the  House  with  great  pertinacity. 
hna%  the  diacussion  of  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
(ifaamt,  it  wan  the  poticy  of  the  opponents  of  that  meas« 
^  to  ihow  thai  the  Treasury  had  ample  resources  at  com- 
iMi,  sod  the  oonvarsion  of  those  bonds  Into  cash  was  di- 
lellj  in  the  track  of  the  argument  But  that  matisr  had 
in  decided,  and  the  question  now  was  merely  whether 
he  Gofsnuoent  should  use  its  own  credit,  or  that  of  the 
pki  in  Older  to  raise  fbnds. 

^if  the  pmpooition  to  sell  had  been  brought  forward  by 
k  edvemriea  oi  the  bank,  and  sustained  upon  the  ground 
kM  it  would  be  wise  to  part  with  the  bonds  for  whatever 
k^  alight  bring,  because  the  bank  had  not  paid  the  first 
id  at  mstartty,  it  would  have  been  an  aigument  that  he 
lU  Qodefstand.  Mr.  H.  said  he  beggied  to  inquire 
Ito  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 

eber  the  fiiat  bond,  which  was  due  on  the  first  of  Oc- 
,  bsd  been  paid  1 
^Mr.  CAHama&ave  replied,  that  no  notice  of  its  pay- 
IM  bad  be«i  laceived,  and  that  the  SecreUry  of  the 
pwsmjf  bed  been  obliged  to  write  to  the  president  of  the 
M  about  it] 

!*Mr.  H.  said  it  was  generally  reported  that  the  bank 
Mmded  to  set  off  certain  Treasury  wsrrants  or  drafts 
lieh  had  been  issued,  in  payment  of  the  third  instalment, 
State  under  the  deposite  act,  into  the  correctness 
which  step  he  would  not  now  enter,  as  it  wooM  lead 
ontofhis  way. 

reason  why  he  mentioned  it  at  all  was  to  show,  that 
bank  thoui^t  itself  entitled  to  disoharga  the  first  bond 
bdm  way,  it  might  think  it  just  to  pay  the  others  by  the 


same  set-off;  because  the  angnee  of  a  bond  would  take  it 
subject  to  all  the  equity  which  stt  ached  to  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  obligee.  What  would  these  bonds  sell  for  at  the 
risk  of  being  paid  off  in  this  manner  1  It  waa  true  that  we 
might  direct  otherwie*  hy  law  ;  but  then  it  would  be  a  handi 
measure,  deprive  the  bank  of  a  privilege  which  belonged  to 
every  body  else — that  of  paying  its  debts  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  such  paper  as  was  received  from  all  other  persons. 
If  this  course  bad  been  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  might  it  not  have  been  deemed  severe, 
and  tending  to  embarrasa  the  operations  of  the  bank  ?  But 
to  consider  it  strictly  as  a  financial  measure,  what  did  it 
amount  to  1  When  we  had  to  choose  between  using  the 
credit  of  tho  Government  and  the  credit  of  the  bank,  why 
ehouki  we  prefer  the  latter  1  He  admitted  that  the  credit  of 
that  institution  stood  high,  both  in  our  own  country  and 
Europe,  and  he  had  not  the  slightest  wish  to  impair  that 
credit  But  it  was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  Government. 
Would  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  contend  for  this! 
He  apprdiended  not  But  lot  us  follow  out  the  operation. 
Suppoae  the  bonds  put  up  for  sale  in  New  York.  In 
what  money  would  payment  be  required  t  In  spede  or 
notes  of  non-specie  ))aying  banks  1  The  existing  laws  for- 
bade tho  reception  of  the  latter,  and  specie  must  therefore 
be  required.  Where  would  six  milions  of  dollars  in  specie 
come  from  ?  It  would  be  unwise  to  tempt  the  banks  to 
bring  it  out  of  their  vaults,  in  order  to  purchase  these  bonds, 
because  the  abstraction  of  such  a  quantity  would  retaid  a 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  which  all  agreed  in  wishing 
to  hasten.  Would  the  hoards  of  individuals  be  brought  out, 
and  vested  in  these  bonds  1  Perhapa  they  might,  but  they 
might  more  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  enticed  from  their 
hiding  places  by  Government  securiiieii.  Even  if  the  bonds 
should  be  thus  sold,  the  currency  of  the  country  would  re- 
main just  as  it  now  is,  and  no  facility  be  afforded  for  domes- 
tic exchanges,  which  was  one  great  object  of  the  present 
bill.  Treasury  notes  would  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
existing  circulating  medium,  because  they  would  enable 
remittances  to  be  made  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another.  The  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^ 
on  the  contrary,  just  left  things  as  they  were  without  moving 
a  single  inch  towards  the  relief  of  the  mercantile  commu* 
nity.  But  it  had  been  eaid  that  these  bonds  might  be  sent 
to  England  and  aold  there,  and  the  speciu  brought  herr. 
This  might  be  true.  He  would  pass  over  the  delay  which 
must  be  experienced  in  the  remittance,  sale,  and  importa- 
tion of  the  specie,  in  order  to  cell  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  the  singular  situation  in  which 
this  proposal  placed  him.  Gen.  Jackson  had  been  severelj 
censured  by  the  opposition  with  interrupUng  the  course  of 
commerce  and  forcing  exchange,  by  causing  large  importa- 
tions of  specie ;  and  here  was  a  proposition  to  do  the  same 
thing,  except  as  to  amount  The  only  difference  was,  that 
Gen.  Jackson  imported  thirty  millions,  and  the  gentlemau 
proposed  to  import  six.  He  was  actually  treading  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson.  But  what  would  be  the 
confequence  of  such  an  importation  ?  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  become  alarmed  before,  when  it  found  its  bullion 
reduced  from  eight  millions  sterling  to  between  three  and  four, 
and  had  taken  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  further  loss,  by 
discountenancing  American  bills  and  lowering  the  price  of 
cotton,  the  consequence  of  which  was  a  necessity  of  ship- 
ping spscie  from  the  United  States.  It  bad  npw  regained 
its  usual  amouDt,  and  the  price  of  exchange  was  gadually 
falling.  But  the  sudden  abstraction  of  a  million  sterling 
from  London  could  not  do  otherwise  than  reproduce  the 
alarm  which  had  now  subsided,  or  was  subsiding,  and 
thus  we  should  have  fresh  trouble.  But  the  gentlemen 
from  Massachusetts  had  also  said  that  the  Secretary  might 
draw  bills  of  exchange  upon  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds, 
and  thus  bring  down  exchange.  True,  this  coald  be  done ; 
and  he  would  concur  cheerfully  with  the  gentleman  in  any 
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much  importanee.  But,  sir,  I  am  ready  to  act  my  part, 
whenever  the  subject  may  be  preiented.  In  oondosion, 
Mr.  Speaker,'!  will  only  say  thai,  for  myael(  I  am  perfcct- 
ly  satiated  with  new  and  untried  experimentB»  and  I  htupe 
■and  believe  the  country  is  so. 

Mr.  HAMER  had  thought  last  night  that  the  debate  on 
this  bill  was  closed ;  but  it  seemed  that  they  had  taken  a 
fresh  start  that  morning.  He  himself  did  not  rise  to  make 
a  speech,  but  briefly  lo  throw  out  a  few  snjgcgestions  in  ra* 
ply  to  some  things  that  had  been  thrown  oiit  by  geutlsmen 
m  the  course  of  the  discussion. 

Some  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  order  in  which 
the  business  of  the  House  had  been  brought  before  it. 
Gentlemen  had  urged  that  this  bill  ought  to  luive  been  laid 
aside,  and  that  the  bills  to  allow  time  to  the  depoaile  banks, 
and  to  postpone  the  payment  of  merchants'  bonds,  should 
have  been  first  disposed  of,  before  the  Anal  action  was  had 
upon  the  present  bill.  Now,  there  were  two  reasons  why 
that  was  not  the  proper  course. 

The  first  was,  tha^  so  far  as  had  been  seen  by  the  course, 
and  gathered  from  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  in  the  op- 
position, they  were  opposed  to  all  the  measures  brought 
forward ;  and  hence  it  was  but  fair  and  reasonible  that  the 
friends  of  those  measures  should  be  allowed  to  select  the 
order  in  which  they  should  be  brought  before  the  House. 
That  was  one  reason. 

The  other  was,  that  the  Government  ought  to  act,  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  precisely  as  an  individual  would  in 
similar  circumstances.  Suppose  that  he  owed  a  thousand 
dollars^  and  was  unprepared  to  pay  it  when  called  upon, 
and  asked  time  of  his  creditor ;  that  creditor  said  he  would 
give  him  time  if  he  (the  creditor)  could  raise  it  from  any 
other  source— must  not  that  creditor  ascertain  first  whether 
he  could  raise  the  amount  of  money  before  he  could  in- 
dulge him  (Mr.  H. )  hi^  debtor  1  That  was  precisely  what 
they  wanted  to  ascertain  in  the  present  case.  They  were 
first  to  ascertain  whether  they  had  the  means  of  granting 
the  indulgence  propoeed  in  the  other  two  bills,  before  they 
could  take  upon  themselves  to  do  so.  This  was  lair  and 
reasonable,  and  was  the  only  perfectly  proper  course. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  arguments  sdvanced  that  morning 
by  the  very  able  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^  [Mr. 
Flstchxb.]  That  gentleman  insbted  that  this  bill  was 
unnecessary,  and  assigned  his  reasons.  He  said  they 
should  sell  Uie  claim  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea. 
'Why,  the  Government  was  now  out  of  money,  and  wauled 
funds  immediately.  Which,  then,  was  the  moot  reasonable : 
for  the  Government  to  go  into  the  market  and  force  a  sale 
of  that  claim,  and  the  paper  she  holds  against  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  and  take 
time  to  render  that  debt  available,  or  collect  it  at  maturity  t 
Was  a  forced  sale  advantageous,  under  any  circumstances^ 
either  to  an  individual  or  to  the  Government  1  Certainly 
not.     It  b  better,  therefore,  that  the  notes  should  be  issued. 

Again:  There  was  a  large  amount  in  the  depoaile  bank% 
said  the  gentleman.  Now,  they  heard  that  repeatedly  be* 
fore,  but  did  not  every  gentleman  there  know,  that  the 
amount  in  the  deposits  banks  could  not  be  commanded  at 
that  time  t  Nay,  more :  was  it  not  insisted  by  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition,  that  that  money  should  not  be  command- 
ed under  one,  two,  or  three  years. 

What  was  another  argument  connected  with  this  propo> 
sition  1  It  was  that  &ey  might  iseue  Treasury  dr»fU  upon 
the  banks,  and  suffer  them  to  be  protested,  and  circulated 
through  thef  community,  as  now,  instead  of  notes.  Why, 
in  the  first  place,  they  had  heard  from  all  quartera  of  the 
Union,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  right  to 
issue  drsfts  upon  the  banks,  knowing  they  would  be  pro- 
tested. But  suppose  he  had  the  right,  was  there  any  dif- 
ference between  thoss  drafts  now  circulating  and  the  Treas- 
ury notes  they  proposed  to  isiue  1  Where  was  the  difference 
between  drawing  a  draft  upon  a  bank,  which  they  knew 


would  not  be  paid,  bat  would  be  protested  and  aUowsd  Is 
coculate  through  the  communis  upon  the  credil  ef  Iks 
Government,  and  a  Treasury  note,  which  was  to  ciroahto 
ezdusively  upon  the  credit  of  the  Government,  sad  wiA 
the  belief  that  the  amount  it  represents  will  bs  paidlh* 
moment  the  banks  are  in  a  condition  to  pay  1  Now,  if  say 
gentleman  vras  so  astute  as  to  be  able  lo  point  oat  any  tf> 
ference— not  the  metaphysical,  but  the  practical,  difin* 
ence— he  would  be  glad  to  hear  it  k  Both  were  eerlaialf 
drculalttl  on  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

But  it  seemed  that  these  notes,  in  the  opinion  of  soot 
gentlemen,  were  anoonelitaUonal ;  and  then,  from  all  qav* 
ters,  they  were  tokl  it  wu  a  loan— «  loan  in  disgwK 
Well,  if  it  be  a  loan,  did  not  the  coastilntion  expraa4| 
aothorixe  the  Government  to  tiorrow  money  for  its  ossdM 
wants?  If  it  I*  a  loan,  aa  they  admit  it  to  belaud  so  Mk 
H.  admitted,  in  one  sense,  bat  not  in  the  ofdiasry  ssm 
in  which  a  lean  was  anderetood — but  if  it  were,  the  mu* 
stitutioh  authorised  them  to  borrow  money  whenever  As 
necessities  of  the  coantry  required  thera  to  do  it    Em 


was  it  a  loan  1  Why,  it  was  just  sach  a  loan  as  be  wosH 
make  to  an  individual  to  whom  he  was  indebted,  and  vhi 
called  apon  him  for  a  settlement,  and  he  eoaM  Ml  pf 
him,  but  gave  htm  his  nets  promising  to  pay  him  ia  e  jwl 
In  that  sense,  but  in  no  other,  was  it  a  loan ;  bat  aooi 
would  so  undemtaad  it  It  was  precisely  that  kind  4 
tranaaolion  too.  Thooe  who  bad  claims  upoa  theOoMOi^ 
ment  eslled  for  their  money ;  the  Government  had  not  fit 
it,  beeauee  the  merchants  and  the  banks  eoold  Bol|Mf]M', 
and  what  does  she  do  t  Why,  give  her  wMm,  md  lay 
ahe  will  pay  up  at  the  end  of  a  year.  This  is  a  ^kamvmj 
day  transaction  between  individuals. 

Again,  it  was  aaid  this  bill  would  be  a  bordea  upon  lb| 
people.  How  a  burden  upon  the  people  1  He  hmdAil 
complaint  rung  4hroughoat  the  House,  and  he  aAed,  h^ 
wee  it  a  burden  upon  the  people  1  Did  it  propose^ 
new  tax  upon  them  ?  Did  it  propose  any  levying  of  M 
burdens  1  Did  it  take  any  money  oat  of  their  podut  1  | 
they  legaided  the  bill  pMwd  to  withhold  Ifae  fouith  mm 
ment  of  deposites  with  the  States  as  famishing  the  omih 
to  redeem  these  notes,  in  that  way  it  was  a  burden.  B«l 
nobody  pretended  that  these  nolea  were  to  be  eo  Mdeoosdl 
or  to  be  redeemed  at  all,  exeept  when  the  depoate  hsahi 
and  the  merohanta  paid  up  their  debts. 

Gentlemen  talked,  too,  a  good  deal  about  the  pasf  Is  ni 
understanding  this.  Mr.  H.  had  a  higher  reapeet  for  ill 
intelligence  of  the  -people.  They  would  undevsiand  IN 
they  did  understand  it 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  then  took  the  floor,  and  eonaraaoosdd 
argument  against  the  bill,  but  his  remarks  were  cot  off  l( 
the  arrival  of  the  hoar  (half  past  3)  for  the  Houea  lo  ok 
ita  daily  recess  till  4  o'clock. 


Eraviiro  Ssssioh.  j 

The  House  then  resamed  the  consideretion  of  the  <*li 
to  authoriie  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,*'  being  Ihsiri 
stitnta  reported  from  Sie  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  i 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  resumed  his  remarks.  Ha  endesvsM 
io  prove  that  the  moot  injurioas  efiecta  had  reaultad  fm 
the  lata  measure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  io  illii 
ing  a  large  amount  of  depoaitee  tt>  remain  in  aeveral  mk 
led  banlu^  while  he  withdrew  nearly  the  whole  bqim  di 
poeited  with  the  banks  on  the  eeaboard.  It  waa  hit  epil 
ion  that  much  of  the  distrees  now  existing  in  the  coaiflMi 
cial  ciiiee  was  to  be  attributed  to  that  meesare.  He  a 
forred  to  the  proapecto  of  the  coantry  for  the  enouiiigfei 
and  .  onteiided,  that  tram  the  report  of  the  Secretaty,  tf 
the  stalementa  given  in  the  Houae,  if  a  balanes  wi 
dmwn,  the  amount  of  difference  between  the  expeodiu 
and  receipta  woold  not  exceed  two  or  three  handrod  thM 
sand  doUara. .  He  would  tell  them  firankly,  diat  wkn  ^ 
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me  htn  \m  impreMioii  was,  th«t  the  only  pncticeble 
ifief  WM  the  citation  of  a  Govemment  loan,  by  which 
ir  aoeoont  with  Europe  ooald  be  ^peedilv  doeod,  or  to 
me  mdi  kinde  of  Treaeary  notes  ae  would  be  uaeful  to 
le  people ;  and  he  thought  dhat  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
lalailiaeot  of  the  depoeites  would  be  the  means  of  diatrib- 
Hag  these  notes  to  the  oonntry.  But  that  measure  had 
fled,  wad  with  it  a  great  portion  of  the  ground  for  tisuing 


It  was  his  opinion  that  spec*ie  payments  would  not  be 
MBoied  for  the  present,  if  the  measures  now  before  the 
iomie  were  adopted ;  and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known 
lai^  in  his  opinion,  the  period  of  distress  had  not  passed 
BRT.  It  still  existed,  and,  under  the  present  state  of 
fap^  nust  increase.  Some  gentlemen  had  attributed 
»  distiess  to  over-trading ;  but,  although  he  would  adoMt 
Ht  night  haT6  bad  some  influence,  yet  the  great  evil 
Uefa  tbsy  were  called  on  to  remedy  was  that  of  obstruo- 
te  to  our  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  restore 
fteamnef  to  its  fivrmer  state,  and  the  banka  to  that  con- 
hnee  thay  enjoyed  before  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
intp.  It  was  desirable  that  they  should  make  the  notes 
f  Ifas  banks  rsoeivable  for  public  dues ;  and,  when  they 
lidooe  that,  they  would  have  done  all  that  was  ezpect- 
I  from  Government ;  for,  when  such  notes  were  so  re- 
limUe,  confidence  would  be  restored,  and  nothing  more 
mU  be  wanting.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  to  its 
VMMt  amount ;  and,  if  Treasuiy  notes  were  issued  at  all, 
i  wmM  eoggest  the  expediency  off  issuing  them  without, 
tfkertban  with  interest 
Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  would  make  a  few  remarks  in 

Sto  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Pbii.lim,] 
dis  point  which  had  been  very  zealously  preased  up- 
te  HouM  by  him.  It  was  proposed  to  raise  the  money 
}AA  the  Treasury  wanted,  by  a  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the 
Itok  of  the  United  States,  instead  of  issuing  Treasury 
tln^  Aa  a  financial  measure,  Mr.  H.  said,  his  under- 
bding  was  not  convinced  of  its  propriety,  although  be 
Wy  admitted  that  the  gentleman  from  Maamchuaetts  was 
pEk  more  conversant  with  such  subjects  than  himself.  It 
Mnsd  to  him  that  this  plan  of  selling  the  bonds  of  the 
pk  was  urged  upon  the  Houee  with  great  pertinacity. 
Nriag  the  diacussion  of  the  biU  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
tdoMBt,  it  waa  the  policy  of  the  opponents  of  that  meas« 
li  to  diow  that  Uie  Treasury  had  ample  resources  at  com- 
hMdL  sad  the  conversion  of  those  bonds  bito  cash  was  dl- 
ttly  IB  the  track  of  the  argument  But  that  matter  bad 
m  dscided,  and  the  question  now  was  merely  whether 
W  Oeveraraent  should  use  its  own  credit,  or  that  of  the 
M,  in  order  to  raise  funds. 

If  the  propoaittoa  to  sell  had  been  brought  forward  by 
W  adversariea  of  the  bank,  and  sustained  upon  the  ground 
M  it  would  be  wise  to  part  with  the  bonds  for  whatever 
might  bring,  because  the  bank  had  not  paid  the  first 
St  maturity,  it  would  have  been  an  aigument  that  he 
nndentand.  Mr.  H.  said  he  begied  to  inquire 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
the  fint  bond,  which  was  due  on  the  first  of  Oc- 
br,  hsd  been  paid? 

If  Mr.  CAKBmaJbBire  replied,  that  no  notice  of  its  pay- 
IM  had  be«i  received,  and  that  the  SecreUry  of  the 
PHHRuy  had  been  obliged  to  write  to  the  president  of  the 
fek  about  it] 

rUr.  H.  said  it  was  generally  reported  that  the  bank 

IMnded  to  set  off  certain  Treasury  warrants  or  drafts 

|leh  had  been  issued,  in  payment  of  the  third  instalment, 

State  under  the  deposite  act,  into  the  correctness 

which  step  he  would  not  now  enter,  as  it  wouM  lead 

OBt  of  his  way. 

Mon  why  he  mentioned  it  at  all  was  to  show,  that 
bank  thought  itaelf  entitled  to  discharge  the  first  bond 
btkis  way,  it  might  think  it  just  to  r«7  the  others  by  the 


same  aet-off ;  because  the  asaignee  of  a  bond  would  take  it 
subject  to  all  the  equity  which  attached  to  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  obligee.  What  would  these  bonds  sell  for  at  tiie 
risk  of  being  paid  off  in  this  manner  1  It  waa  true  that  we 
might  direct  otherwise  by  law  ;  but  then  it  would  be  a  handi 
measure,  deprive  the  bank  of  a  privilege  which  belonged  to 
every  bendy  eUe — that  of  paying  its  debts  to  the  (Jovern- 
ment  in  such  psper  as  was  received  from  all  other  persons. 
If  this  course  bad  been  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  might  it  not  have  been  deemed  severe, 
and  tending  to  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  bank  ?  But 
to  consider  it  strictly  as  a  financial  measure,  what  did  it 
amount  to  1  When  we  had  to  choose  between  using  the 
credit  of  the  Government  and  the  credit  of  the  bank«  why 
should  we  prefer  the  latter  1  He  admitted  that  the  credit  of 
that  institution  stood  high,  both  in  our  own  country  and 
Europe,  and  he  had  not  the  slightest  wish  to  impair  that 
credit  But  it  was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  Government. 
Would  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  contend  for  this! 
He  apprahended  not.  But  let  us  follow  out  the  operation. 
8up|K>8e  the  bonds  put  up  for  sale  in  New  York.  In 
what  money  would  payment  be  required  1  In  specie  or 
notea  of  non-specie  |>aying  banks  1  The  existing  laws  for- 
bade the  reception  of  the  latter,  and  specie  must  therefore 
be  required.  Where  would  six  miiions  of  dollars  in  specie 
come  from  1  It  would  be  unwise  to  tempt  the  banks  to 
bring  it  out  of  their  vaults,  in  order  to  purchase  these  bonds, 
because  the  abstraction  of  such  a  quantity  would  retard  a 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  which  all  agreed  in  wishing 
to  hasten.  Would  the  hoards  of  individuals  be  brought  out» 
and  vested  in  these  bonds  1  Perhapa  they  might,  but  they 
might  more  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  enticed  from  their 
biding  places  by  Government  securities.  Even  if  the  bonds 
should  be  thus  sokl,  the  currency  of  the  country  would  re- 
main just  as  it  now  is,  and  no  facility  be  afforded  for  domes- 
tic exchanges,  which  was  one  great  object  of  tbe  present 
bill.  Treasury  notes  would  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
existing  circulating  medium,  because  they  would  enable 
remittances  to  be  made  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another.  The  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^ 
on  the  contrary,  just  left  things  as  they  were  without  moving 
a  single  inch  towards  the  relief  of  the  mercantile  commu<^ 
nity.  But  it  had  been  snid  that  these  bonds  might  be  sent 
to  England  and  sold  there,  and  the  speciu  brought  hen*. 
This  might  be  true.  He  would  pass  over  tbe  delay  which 
must  be  experienced  in  the  remittance,  sale,  and  importa- 
tion of  the  specie,  in  order  to  csU  tbe  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  the  singular  situation  in  which 
thia  proposal  placed  him.  Gen.  Jackson  had  been  severely 
censured  by  the  opposition  with  interrupting  the  course  of 
commerce  and  forcing  exchange,  by  causing  large  importa- 
tions of  specie;  and  here  was  a  proposition  to  do  the  same 
thing,  except  as  to  amount  The  only  difference  was,  that 
Gen.  Jackson  imported  thirty  millions,  and  the  gentleman 
propoeed  to  import  six.  He  was  actually  treading  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson.  But  what  would  be  tbe 
conlequence  of  such  an  importation  ?  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  become  alarmed  before,  when  it  found  its  bullion 
reduced  from  eight  millions  sterlingto  between  three  and  four, 
and  bad  taken  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  further  loss,  by 
discountensncing  American  bills  and  lowering  the  price  of 
cotton,  the  consequence  of  which  was  a  necessity  of  ship- 
ping specie  from  the  United  States.  It  bad  now  regained 
its  usual  amouDt,  and  the  price  of  exchange  was  g  usually 
falling.  But  the  sudden  abstraction  of  a  million  sterling 
from  London  could  not  do  otherwise  than  reproduce  the 
alarm  which  had  now  subsided,  or  was  subsiding,  and 
thus  we  should  have  fresh  trouble.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  also  said  thst  the  Secretary  might 
draw  bills  of  exchange  upon  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds, 
and  thus  bring  down  excbsnge.  True,  this  coald  be  done ; 
and  he  would  concur  cheerfully  with  tbe  gentleman  in  any 
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much  importance.  But,  sir,  I  am  ready  to  act  my  part, 
whenever  the  subject  may  be  presented.  In  oondosion, 
Mr.  Speaker,'!  will  only  say  that,  for  myself  lam  perfcct- 
ly  satiated  with  new  and  untried  eipeiunentsy  and  I  hc^ 
and  beJicTe  the  country  is  so. 

Mr.  HAMER  had  thought  last  night  that  the  debate  on 
this  bill  was  closed ;  but  it  seemed  that  they  had  taken  a 
fresh  start  that  morning.  He  himself  did  not  rise  to  make 
a  speech,  but  briefly  lo  throw  out  a  few  sujgigestioas  in  re- 
ply to  some  things  that  had  been  thrown  out  by  geotlftmen 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion. 

Some  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  order  in  which 
the  business  of  the  House  had  been  brought  before  it. 
Gentlemen  had  urged  that  this  bill  ought  to  have  been  laid 
aside,  and  that  the  bills  to  allow  time  lo  the  deposite  banks, 
and  to  postpone  the  payment  of  merchants'  bonds,  should 
have  been  nest  disposed  of,  before  the  final  action  was  had 
upon  the  present  bill.  Now,  there  were  two  reasons  why 
that  was  not  the  proper  course. 

The  first  was,  that,  so  far  ^  had  been  seen  by  the  coone, 
and  gathered  from  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  in  the  op- 
position, they  were  opposed  to  all  the  measures  brought 
forward ;  and  hence  it  was  but  fair  and  reasoiiible  that  the 
friends  of  those  measures  should  be  allowed  to  seleet  the 
order  in  which  they  should  be  brought  before  the  House. 
That  was  one  reason. 

The  other  was,  that  the  Government  ought  to  act,  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  precisely  as  an  individual  would  in 
similar  circumstances.  Suppose  that  he  owed  a  thoneand 
dollars^  and  was  unprepared  to  pay  it  when  called  upon, 
and  asked  time  of  his  creditor ;  that  creditor  said  he  would 
give  him  time  if  he  (the  creditor)  could  raise  it  from  any 
other  source— must  not  that  creditor  ascertain  first  whether 
he  could  raise  the  amount  of  money  befora  he  could  in- 
dulge him  (Mr.  H. )  hi^  debtor  ?  That  was  precisely  what 
they  wanted  to  ascertain  in  the  present  case.  They  were 
first  to  ascertain  whether  they  had  the  means  of  granting 
the  indulgence  propoeed  in  the  other  two  bills,  before  they 
could  lake  upon  themselves  to  do  so.  This  was  lair  and 
reasonable,  and  was  the  only  perfectly  proper  course. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  arguments  advanced  that  morning 
by  the  very  able  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
FLSTCBxn.]  That  gentleman  insisted  that  this  bill  was 
unnecessary,  and  assigned  his  reasons.  He  said  they 
should  sell  Uie  claim  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea. 
'Why,  the  Government  was  now  out  of  money,  and  wanted 
funds  immediately.  Which,  then,  was  the  most  reasonable: 
for  the  Government  to  go  into  the  market  and  force  a  sale 
of  that  claim,  and  the  paper  she  holds  against  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  and  take 
time  to  render  that  debt  available,  or  collect  it  at  maturity  1 
Was  a  forced  sale  advantageous,  under  any  circamstances, 
either  to  an  individual  or  to  the  Government  1  Certainly 
not.     It  is  better,  therefore,  that  the  notes  should  be  issued. 

Again:  There  was  a  large  amount  in  the  deposite  bank% 
said  the  gentleman.  Now,  they  heard  that  repeatedly  be* 
fore,  but  did  not  every  gentleman  there  know,  that  the 
amount  in  the  deposite  banks  could  not  be  commanded  at 
that  time  t  Nay,  more :  was  it  not  insisted  by  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition,  that  that  money  shonld  not  be  command- 
ed under  one,  two,  or  three  years. 

What  was  another  argument  connected  with  this  propo> 
sition  1  It  was  that  they  might  iseue  Treasury  drafts  upon 
the  banks,  and  suffer  them  to  be  protested,  and  circulated 
through  thef  community,  as  now,  instead  of  notes.  Why, 
in  the  first  place,  they  had  heard  from  all  quarters  of  the 
Union,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  right  to 
issue  drafts  upon  the  banks,  knowing  they  would  be  pro- 
tested. But  suppose  he  bad  the  right,  was  there  any  dif- 
ference between  thoee  drafts  now  circulating  and  the  Treas- 
ury nttas  they  proposed  to  isiue  1  Where  was  the  difference 
between  drawing  a  draft  upon  a  bank,  which  they  knew 


would  not  be  paid,  but  would  be  protested  and  allowed  Is 
circulate  through  the  communis  upon  the  credit  ef  Iks 
Government,  and  a  Treasuiy  note,  which  was  to  dreulsls 
exclusively  upon  the  eredit  of  the  Government,  and  wAl 
the  belief  that  the  amount  it  lepieeenla  will  bs  paid  lh» 
moment  the  banks  aie  in  a  condition  to  pay  1  Now,  if  asiy 
gentleman  was  so  astute  as  to  be  able  lo  point  out  sny  ^ 
fiBrenoe— >not  the  metaphysical,  but  the  practieai,  difin* 
ence— he  would  be  glad  to  hear  it.  k  Both  were  eertaialf 
circniilad.  on  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

But  it  seemed  that  these  noCee,  in  the  opinion  of  soos 
geBllemen,  were  onoenelitational ;  and  then,  from  all  qi» 
ters,  they  were  told  it  was  a  loan— a  loan  in  disgei^ 
Well,  if  it  be  a  loan,  did  not  the  oonslitntion  expiea4| 
aothorixe  the  Government  to  borrow  money  for  its  oeeM 
wants?  Ifitbbaloan,  aathey  admitittobe,aDdso)k 
H.  admitted,  in  one  sense,  bat  not  in  the  ordinary  sea* 
in  whidi  a  lean  was  understood— 4iut  if  it  were,  the  mb* 
stitutioVi  authorixed  them  to  borrow  money  whenever  As 
neceesities  of  the  country  requirsd  thera  to  do  it  Bm 
was  it  a  loan  1  Why,  it  was  just  soeh  a  loan  as  he  tNatf 
make  to  an  individual  to  whom  he  was  indebted,  and  vhi 
called  upon  him  for  a  settlemei^  and  he  could  D«t  pf 
him,  but  gave  him  his  nets  promising  to  pay  him  in  ayiift 
In  that  sense,  bnt  in  no  other,  was  it  a  loan ;  bot  no  lai 
would  so  undemtand  it.  It  was  precisely  that  kiad  4 
tranaaodon  too.  Thoee  who  had  claims  u^om  theOoMm^ 
ment  called  for  their  money ;  the  Government  had  not  |«l 
it,  beeauee  the  merchants  and  the  banks  eonld  netpsy hoi 
and  what  does  she  do  1  Why,  give  her  WMm,  md  isy 
she  will  pay  up  at  the  end  of  a  year.  This  ia  a  pteia  every 
day  transaction  between  individuals. 

Again,  it  was  aaid  this  bill  would  be  a  buidca  upan  lb| 
people.  How  a  burden  upon  the  people  1  He  horddM 
complaint  rung  throughout  the  House,  and  he  asked,  M 
was  it  a  burden  upon  the  people  1  Did  it  propossi^ 
new  tax  upon  them  ?  IMd  it  propose  any  levying  of  fiel 
burdens  1  Did  it  take  any  money  out  of  their  pocket  1  I 
they  regarded  the  bill  passed  to  withhold  the  fonith  mm 
meni  of  depoeites  with  the  Stalee  as  furnishing  the  omih 
to  redeem  these  notes,  in  that  way  it  was  a  burden.  B4 
nobody  pratended  that  these  notes  were  to  be  eo  MdeoDsdl 
or  to  be  redeemed  at  all,  exeejpt  when  the  depoatetaibi 
and  the  merchante  paid  up  their  debts. 

Gentlemen  talked,  too,  a  good  deal  about  the  peopis  ni 
understanding  this.  Mr.  H.  had  a  higher  respect  for  ill 
intelligence  of  the  |ieople.  They  would  undemsnd  ll 
they  did  understand  it.  | 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  then  took  the  floor,  and  conaineoosdd 
argument  against  the  bill,  but  his  remarks  were  cot  off  l| 
the  arrival  of  the  hour  (half  past  3)  for  the  House  to  tdl 
ito  daily  recess  till  4  o'clock. 

Eraviire  Ssssioh.  , 

The  Houee  then  rssumed  the  consideration  of  the  **ll 
to  authoriie  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notee,*'  being  thsiri 
stitnta  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  en  i 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  resumed  his  remarks.  H«  endesvsM 
to  prove  that  ttie  most  Injurious  efiecta  had  reenltod  fi« 
the  lata  measure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  lUsi 
ing  a  large  amount  of  depoaitee  to  remain  in  several  isoU 
ted  banks,  while  he  withdrew  nearly  the  whole  biiim  di 
poeited  with  the  banks  on  the  seaboard.  It  wae  his  nfk 
ion  that  much  of  the  distress  now  existing  in  the  cooiflMI 
cial  cities  was  to  be  attributed  to  that  meesure.  Hei 
ferred  to  the  proepecto  of  the  country  for  the  enooingyei 
and  .  onteuded,  that  from  the  report  of  the  Secretnry,  si 
the  statementa  given  in  the  House,  if  a  balance  wi 
drawn,  the  amount  of  diflerence  between  the  expeeditn 
and  receipta  would  not  exceed  two  or  three  hnndred  tbsi 
sand  dolUra. .  He  wgald  tell  them  firaikly»  diai  whrnl 
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■BM  bera  his  impreinon  wu.  Unit  the  only  pncticdble 
•fief  was  the  citation  of  a  Government  loan,  by  which 
or  eoeoont  with  Earope  coald  be  speedily  closed,  or  to 
Hue  iQch  kinds  of  Trrasary  notes  as  would  be  useful  to 
be  people ;  snd  he  thought  that  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
Dsuiowot  of  the  deposites  would  be  the  means  of  diatrib- 
itiiig  these  notes  to  the  oeantry.  But  that  measure  had 
liied,  snd  with  it  a  great  portion  of  the  ground  for  truing 


It  wss  his  opinion  that  specie  payments  would  not  be 
MBmed  for  the  present,  if  the  measures  now  before  the 
Souse  were  adopted ;  and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known 
Ittt,  in  his  opinion,  the  period  of  distress  had  not  passed 
mr.  It  still  existed,  and,  under  the  prssent  state  of 
kiDgs»  nust  increase.  Some  gentlemen  had  attributed 
\m  distress  to  over-trading ;  but,  although  he  would  ado^t 
JMt  migbt  have  bad  some  influence,  yet  the  great  evil 
rfaieh  tbsy  were  called  on  to  remedy  was  that  of  obstruo- 
ion  to  our  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  restore 
be  carreney  to  its  fivrmer  state,  and  the  banks  to  that  con- 
Mftnee  tbay  enjoyed  before  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
VMitr.  It  was  desirable  that  they  should  make  the  notes 
fibs  banks  leceiTable  for  public  dues;  and,  when  they 
il  done  that,  they  would  have  done  all  that  was  ezpect- 
i  from  Government ;  for,  when  such  notes  were  so  re- 
litajble^  confidence  would  be  restored,  and  nothing  more 
looU  be  iranting.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  to  its 
pnamk  amount ;  and,  if  Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  all. 
It  mtM  suggest  the  expediency  of  issuing  them  without, 
tfftar  (ban  witk  interest 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  would  make  a  few  remarks  in 
tftj  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Pbii.lifs,] 

rn  the  point  which  bad  been  very  zealously  pressed  up- 
Ibe  House  by  him.  It  was  proposed  to  raise  the  money 
the  Treasury  wanted,  by  a  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the 
of  the  United  States,  instead  of  issuing  Treasury 
An  a  financial  measure,  Mr.  H.  said,  his  under* 
ma  not  convinced  of  its  propriety,  although  he 
ktky  admilted  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachuastts  was 
Ifteh  more  conversant  with  such  subjects  than  himself.  It 
Nead  to  faim  that  this  plan  of  selliog  the  bonds  of  the 
bak  was  urged  upon  the  House  with  great  pertinacity. 
Kmng  the  discussion  of  the  biU  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
tafaneat,  it  was  the  policy  of  the  opponents  of  that  meas« 
|M  to  sbow  that  Uie  Treasury  had  ample  reeources  at  com* 
iMl^  and  the  conversion  of  those  bonds  faito  cash  was  di- 
pBlIy  in  the  tmck  of  the  argument  But  that  matter  bad 
Wm  dsdded,  and  the  question  now  was  merely  whether 
m  Gsvemnient  should  use  its  own  credit,  or  that  of  the 
pk,  in  order  to  raise  funds. 

fV  the  propooitien  to  sell  had  been  brought  forward  by 
b  sdversariee  of  the  bank,  and  sustained  upon  the  ground 
bt  it  would  be  wise  to  part  with  the  bonde  for  whatever 

e)m  na^i  bring,  because  the  bank  had  not  paid  the  first 
Ed  St  maturity,  it  would  have  been  an  aigument  that  he 
■U  ondentand.  Mr.  H.  said  he  begged  to  inquire 
pm  the  chainoan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
ber  the  fiiet  bond,  which  was  due  on  the  first  of  Oc- 
,hsd  been  paid? 
HfMr.  CAimmB&Bire  replied,  that  no  notice  of  its  pay- 
MM  had  be«i .  received,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 

tmy  had  been  obliged  to  write  to  the  president  of  the 
about  it] 
f'Mr.  H.  said  it  was  generally  reported  that  the  benk 
jiMided  to  set  off  certain  Treasury  warrants  or  drafts 
^  '  hsd  been  issued,  in  payment  of  the  third  instalment, 
State  under  the  deposits  act,  into  the  correctness 
step  he  would  not  now  enter,  as  it  would  lead 
out  of  his  way. 

am  why  he  mentioned  it  at  all  was  to  show,  that 

h^a^  thought  itself  entitled  to  disoharge  the  first  bond 

way,  it  might  think  it  jwt  to  pay  the  others  by  the 


same  set-off;  because  the  asaignee  of  a  bond  would  take  it 
sutjeet  to  all  the  equity  which  attached  to  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  obligee.  What  would  these  bonds  sell  for  at  the 
risk  of  being  paid  off  in  this  manner  1  It  was  true  that  we 
might  direct  otherwise  by  law ;  but  then  it  would  be  a  handi 
measure,  deprive  the  bank  of  a  privilege  which  belonged  to 
every  bCNdy  else — that  of  paying  its  debts  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  such  paper  as  was  received  from  all  other  persons. 
If  this  course  bad  been  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  might  it  not  have  been  deemed  severe, 
and  tending  to  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  bank  ?  But 
to  consider  it  strictly  as  a  financial  measure,  what  did  it 
amount  to  1  When  we  had  to  choose  between  using  the 
credit  of  tho  Government  and  the  credit  of  the  bank,  why 
should  we  prefer  tbe  latter  1  He  admitted  that  the  credit  of 
that  institution  stood  high,  both  in  our  own  country  and 
Europe,  and  he  had  not  tbe  slightest  wiiih  to  impair  that 
credit  But  it  was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  Government. 
Would  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  contend  for  thisi 
He  apprehended  not.  But  let  us  follow  out  the  operation. 
8up|MMe  the  bonds  put  up  for  sale  in  New  York.  In 
wbat  money  would  payment  be  required  ?  In  specie  or 
notes  of  non-specie  |)aying  banks  1  The  existing  laws  for- 
bade  the  reception  of  the  latter,  and  specie  must  therefore 
be  required.  Where  would  six  milions  of  dolhrs  in  specie 
come  from  1  It  would  be  unwise  to  tempt  the  banks  to 
bring  it  out  of  their  vaults,  in  order  to  purchase  these  bonds, 
because  the  sbstraction  of  such  a  quantity  would  retaid  a 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  which  all  agreed  in  wishing 
to  hasten.  Would  the  hoards  of  individuals  be  brought  out, 
and  vested  in  tbeee  bonds  1  Perbape  they  might,  but  they 
might  more  reasonably  be  expected  to  Iw  enticed  from  their 
hiding  places  by  Government  securities.  Even  if  the  bonds 
should  be  thus  sold,  the  currency  of  the  country  would  re- 
main just  as  it  now  is,  and  no  facility  be  afforded  for  domes- 
tic exchanges,  which  was  one  great  object  of  tbe  present 
bill.  Treasury  notes  would  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
existing  ciroulating  medium,  because  they  would  enable 
remittances  to  be  made  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another.  The  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^ 
on  the  contrary,  just  left  things  as  they  were  without  moving 
a  single  inch  towards  the  relief  of  the  mercantile  commu-* 
nity.  But  it  had  been  snid  that  these  bonds  might  be  sent 
to  England  and  sold  there,  and  the  specio  brought  lierr. 
This  might  be  true.  He  would  pass  over  tbe  delay  which 
must  be  experienced  in  the  remittance,  sale,  and  importa- 
tion of  the  specie,  in  order  to  cell  tbe  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  the  singular  sitoation  in  which 
this  proposal  placed  him.  Gen.  Jackson  had  been  severely 
censured  by  the  opposition  with  interrupting  the  course  of 
commeree  and  forcing  exchange,  by  causing  large  importa- 
tions of  specie ;  and  here  was  a  proposition  to  do  the  same 
thing,  except  aa  to  amount.  The  only  difference  was,  that 
Gen.  Jackson  imported  thirty  millions,  and  the  gentleman 
proposed  to  import  six.  He  was  actually  treading  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson.  But  what  would  be  tbe 
confequence  of  such  an  importation  ?  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land Imd  become  alarmed  before,  when  it  found  its  bullion 
reduced  from  eight  millions  sterling  to  between  three  and  four, 
and  bad  taken  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  further  loss,  by 
discountenancing  Americin  bills  and  lowering  tbe  price  of 
cotton,  the  consequence  of  which  was  a  necessity  of  ship* 
ping  spscie  from  the  United  States.  It  had  now  regained 
its  usual  amouDt,  and  the  price  of  exchange  was  g'l^ualiy 
falling.  But  the  sudden  abstraction  of  a  million  sterling 
from  London  could  not  do  otherwise  than  reproduce  the 
alarm  which  had  now  subsided,  or  was  subsiding,  and 
thus  we  should  have  fresh  trouble.  But  the  gen2eman 
from  Massachusetts  bad  also  said  that  the  Secretary  might 
drew  bills  of  exchange  upon  the  proceeds  of  tbese  bonds, 
and  thus  bring  down  exchange.  True,  this  could  be  done ; 
and  he  would  concur  cheerfully  wiih  the  gentleman  in  any 
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much  importanee.  But,  lir,  I  tm  raady  to  act  ray  port, 
wbonevor  tho  subject  may  be  praeented.  In  oondusioiiy 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  only  eay  thai,  for myeel^  lam  parfccl- 
ly  satiated  with  new  and  untried  experioMBla,  and  I  hope 
and  believe  the  country  is  so. 

Mr.  HAMER  had  thought  last  sight  that  the  debate  on 
this  bill  was  closed ;  but  it  seemed  that  th^  had  taken  a 
fresh  start  that  morning.  He  btmself  did  not  rise  to  make 
a  speech,  but  briefly  lo  throw  out  a  few  sujifgestions  in  re- 
ply to  some  things  that  had  been  thrown  oiit  by  geutlgmen 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion. 

Some  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  order  in  which 
the  business  of  the  House  had  been  brought  before  it 
Gentlemen  had  urged  that  this  bill  ought  to  luve  been  laid 
aside,  and  that  the  bills  to  allow  time  to  thedepoaite  banks, 
and  to  postpone  the  payment  of  merchants'  bonds^  should 
have  been  first  disposed  of,  before  Uie  final  action  was  had 
upon  the  present  bilL  Now,  there  were  two  reaaona  why 
that  was  not  the  proper  course. 

The  first  was,  tha^  so  far  as  had  been  seen  by  the  course, 
and  gathered  from  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  in  the  op- 
position, they  were  opposed  to  all  the  measures  brought 
forward ;  and  hence  it  waa  but  fair  and  reasonibia  that  the 
friends  of  those  measures  should  be  allowed  to  select  the 
order  in  which  they  should  be  brought  before  iIm  House. 
That  was  one  reason. 

The  other  was,  that  the  Government  ought  to  act,  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  precisely  as  an  individual  would  in 
similar  circumatanoea.  Suppose  that  he  owed  a  tbonaand 
dollars^  and  waa  unprepared  to  pay  it  when  called  upon, 
and  asked  time  of  his  creditor ;  that  creditor  said  he  would 
give  him  time  if  he  (the  creditor)  could  raise  it  from  any 
other  source— most  not  that  creditor  ascertain  first  whether 
he  could  raise  the  amount  of  money  before  he  could  in- 
dulge him  (Mr.  H. )  hia  debtor  1  That  was  precisely  what 
they  wanted  to  ascertain  in  the  present  caae.  They  wen 
first  to  ascertain  whether  they  had  the  means  of  granting 
the  indulgence  propoaed  in  the  other  two  bills,  before  they 
could  lake  upon  themselves  to  do  so.  This  was  feir  and 
reasonable,  and  was  the  only  perfectly  proper  course. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  arguments  advanced  that  morning 
by  the  very  able  .gentleman  from  Massachusetts^  [Mr. 
Flstcbxb.]  That  gentleman  insisted  that  this  bill  waa 
unnecessary,  and  aasigned  his  reasons.  He  said  they 
should  sell  Uie  claim  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea. 
Why,  the  Government  waa  now  out  of  money,  and  wanted 
funds  immediately.  Which,  then,  was  the  most  reaaonable : 
for  the  Government  to  go  into  the  mariLet  and  force  a  sale 
of  that  claim,  and  the  paper  she  holds  against  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Sutes,  or  to  issue  Trsaaury  notes,  and  take 
time  to  render  that  debt  available,  or  collect  it  at  maturity  1 
Waa  a  forced  sale  advantageous,  under  any  circumstances, 
either  to  an  individual  or  to  the  Government  1  Certainly 
not.     It  ia  better,  therefore,  that  the  notes  should  be  issued. 

Again:  There  was  a  large  amount  in  the  depoaile  bank% 
said  the  gantleman.  Now,  they  heard  that  repeatedly  be* 
fore,  but  did  not  every  gentleman  there  know,  that  the 
amount  in  the  deposits  banks  could  not  be  commanded  at 
that  time  1  Nay,  more :  was  it  not  insisted  by  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition,  that  that  money  should  not  be  command- 
ed under  one,  two,  or  three  years. 

What  was  another  argument  connected  with  this  propo> 
sition  1  It  was  that  they  might  issue  Treasury  drafts  upon 
the  banks,  and  suflGer  them  to  be  protested,  and  circulated 
through  thsT  community,  aa  now,  inatead  of  notea.  Why, 
in  the  first  place,  they  had  heard  from  all  quartera  of  the 
Union,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  right  to 
issue  drafts  upon  the  banks,  knowing  they  would  be  pro- 
tested. But  suppose  be  had  the  right,  was  there  any  dif- 
ference between  thoee  drafts  now  circulating  and  the  Treas- 
ury notes  they  proposed  to  isiue  ?  Where  was  the  difference 
bsitween  drawing  a  draft  upon  a  bank,  which  they  knew 


would  not  be  paid,  but  would  be  protested  and  allowed  Is 
circalate  through  the  communis  upon  the  credit  ef  te 
Govwmment,  and  a  Treaaniy  note,  which  was  to  ckfaOm 
exclusively  upon  the  ersdit  of  the  Government,  and  wiifc 
the  belief  that  the  amount  it  repreaenta  will  ba  paid  ibt 
moment  the  banksaie  in  a  condition  to  pay  1  Now,  if  say 
gentleman  waa  so  aatute  as  to  be  able  lo  point  out  any  dif- 
ference—not the  metaphysical,  but  the  practical,  dift*- 
once— he  would  be  glad  to  hear  it  » Both  were  eertaia^ 
drculalttl  on  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

But  it  aeeined  that  theae  nolea,  in  the  opinion  of  aooa 
gentlemen,  were  nnoanotltational ;  and  then,  from  all  qa» 
tera,  they  were  tokl  it  waa  a  loan— a  loan  hi  diaguiaL 
Well,  if  it  ba  a  loan,  did  not  the  conslitatiaa  uapiea^ 
aotborixe  the  Government  to  borrow  money  for  ita  iiaadM 
wanta  t  If  it  hh  a  loan,  aa  they  admit  it  to  bs^  and  ao  lib 
H.  admitted,  in  one  aenae,  bat  not  in  the  oidinary  aea* 
in  whieh  a  loan  was  understood  but  if  it  were,  the  asn* 
stitutte'h  authorised  them  to  borrow  money  whenever  As 
nscsesities  of  the  country  required  them  to  do  it.  Bm 
waa  it  a  loan  1  Why,  it  waa  just  such  a  loan  aa  he  woril 
make  to  an  individual  to  whom  ha  waa  indahlad,  and  «!• 
called  upon  him  for  a  sattleroent,  and  ha  could  n^  pf 
him,  but  gave  him  his  nots  promising  to  pay  him  in  a  jm 
In  that  aenae,  but  in  no  other,  waa  it  a  loan ;  bat  no  aii 
would  ao  undemtaad  it.  It  waa  preeiaely  that  kind  af 
tranaaoCion  too.  Thooe  who  had  daima  upos  the  Qommr' 
Bent  called  for  their  money ;  the  Government  had  not  |«t 
it,  beeauae  the  merchants  and  the  banka  eoald  not  pay  hi^ 
and  what  doea  ehe  do  1  Why,  give  her  Mlaa^  and  lay 
ahe  will  pay  op  at  the  end  of  a  year.  Thia  is  a  ftoin  every 
day  tranaaotion  between  individuals. 

Again,  it  waa  aaid  thia  bill  would  be  a  burden  upsa  ihi 
people.  How  a  burden  upon  the  people  t  He  heardtlil 
complaint  rung  throughout  the  Houae,  and  he  aaked,  hm^ 
waa  it  a  burden  upon  the  people  1  Did  it  propoa»«| 
new  tax  upon  them  ?  IMd  it  propoae  any  levying  of  M 
bordena  !  Did  it  take  any  money  out  of  their  pocket?  ^ 
they  regarded  tho  biU  pMoed  to  withhold  the  fourth  isMk 
ment  of  depoaitea  with  the  Statea  aa  fumiahtng  the  bmoii 
to  redeem  these  noiss^  in  that  way  it  waa  a  burden,  fill 
nobody  pretended  that  these  notea  were  to  be  ao  nkimi^ 
or  to  ba  redeemed  at  all,  exeept  when  the  depoaite  haahi 
and  the  merchants  paid  up  their  debts. 

Gentlemen  talked,  too,  a  good  deal  about  the  paopla  att 
understanding  this.  Mr.  H.  had  a  higher  reapcct  for  ihl 
intelligence  of  the  people.  They  would  undmrataiid  ill 
they  did  underatand  it. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  then  took  the  floor,  and  eoBaoMocedtfj 
argument  againat  the  bill,  but  hia  remarka  ware  cot  of  l| 
the  arrival  of  the  hour  (half  peat  2)  for  the  Hooaa  taldi 
ita  daily  reoeaa  till  4  o*clock.  i 


ETXViire  Ssaaioir. 


^ 

The  House  then  reaumad  the  eonaideratioii  of  the  **l| 
to  aothoriia  the  issufaig  of  Treasury  notes,*'  being  tbtflM 
atitnta  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  «  M 
state  of  the  Union.  i 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  resumed  his  remarks.  Ha  andetwNl 
to  prove  that  the  moot  injurious  efiscta  had  reaoltad  fiai 
the  lata  meaaure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaurj  in  illa>| 
ing  a  large  amount  of  depoaitee  to  remain  in  aevaral  iMhi 
ted  banka,  while  ha  withdraw  nasriy  the  whole  anaadi 
poaited  with  the  banka  on  the  seabosLrd.  It  waa  hv  opt^ 
ion  that  much  of  the  distreea  now  existing  in  the  oooia* 
eial  citiaa  waa  to  be  attributed  to  that  meaaure.  Htii 
ferred  to  the  proapecta  of  the  country  for  the  enaQlng^fil 
and  .intended,  that  from  the  report  of  the  Sacretaiy,  m 
the  atateoaanta  given  in  the  Houae,  if  a  balenca  ^ 
drawn,  the  amount  of  diflerence  between  the  ezpeadimi 
and  reoeipta  would  not  exceed  two  or  three  hundred  tb«» 
sand  dollarf. .  He  would  tall  them  frank^,  dut  whiah 
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wm  here  lui  inprearion  wai,  that  the  only  pncticdble 
llisf  W8f  Um  creation  of  a  Govomment  loan,  by  which 
or  teeooDt  with  Barope  ooald  be  iqpeedily  closed,  or  to 
MM  laeh  kinds  of  Tieasary  notes  at  would  be  useful  to 
he  people;  and  be  thought  that  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
MtdoeDt  of  the  deposites  would  be  the  moans  of  diatrib- 
liBg  these  notos  to  the  country.  But  that  measure  had 
ifled,  tod  with  it  a  great  portion  of  ths  ground  for  issuing 

bMBOlM. 

It  WIS  his  opinion  that  spet^ie  payments  would  not  be 
mmed  for  the  present,  if  the  measurea  now  before  ths 
ionae  were  adopted  ;  and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known 
hri|  io  hie  opmion,  the  period  of  distress  had  not  passed 
fser.  It  etiU  existed,  and,  under  the  prssent  state  of 
Ksp,  muit  increase.  Some  gentlemen  had  attributed 
b  disticis  to  over-trmdtng ;  but,  although  he  would  admit 
hit  night  htve  had  aome  influence,  yet  the  great  evil 
ihieh  they  were  called  on  to  remedy  was  that  of  obstruc* 
In  to  ov  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  restore 
keamscy  to  its  tarmn  state,  and  the  banks  to  that  con- 
pfeDee  Ihey  enjoyed  before  the  suspenaion  of  specie  pay- 
IMP.  It  wss  desirable  that  they  sbouM  make  the  notes 
f  the  fasnks  rsoeiTable  for  public  dues ;  and,  when  they 
ttdooe  that,  they  would  have  done  all  that  was  expect- 
I  frem  Government ;  for,  when  such  notes  were  so  re- 
linUe^  eonfidence  would  be  restored,  and  nothing  more 
mU  be  wsnttng.  He  couM  not  vote  for  the  bill  to  its 
■MDttmooBt ;  and,  if  Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  all, 
H  seiU  suggest  the  expediency  of  issuing  tbem  without, 
Miherthtn^dihitttereat. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  would  make  a  lew  remarks  in 
|1|  to  the  geDtlcraan  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  PhiiIiIPb,] 

te  the  pomt  which  iiad  been  very  xealously  prtaeed  up- 
^Ihe  House  by  him.  It  was  proposed  to  raise  the  money 
'^  "  the  Treasury  wanted,  by  a  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the 
of  the  United  States,  instead  of  issuing  Treasury 
As  a  financial  measure,  Mr.  H.  said,  bis  under- 
was  not  convinced  of  its  propriety,  although  he 
,  idmitted  that  the  gentleman  from  Manachusetts  was 
tkh  more  conversant  with  such  subjects  than  himself.  It 
Ned  to  bim  that  tbis  plan  of  selling  the  bonds  of  the 
^  wae  urged  upon  the  House  with  great  pertinacity. 
^^  the  discussion  of  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
*>liMit,  it  was  the  policy  of  the  opponents  of  that  meas* 
1^  lo  show  that  the  Treasury  had  ample  resources  at  oom- 
M|  end  the  conversion  of  those  bonds  faito  cadi  was  di- 
N7  ii  the  track  of  the  argument  But  that  matter  had 
decided,  and  the  question  now  was  mersly  whether 
Ooftmnent  should  use  its  own  credit,  or  that  of  the 
in  Older  to  raise  ftmds. 

the  piepositien  to  sell  bad  been  brought  forward  by 
advenariss  of  the  bank,  and  sustsined  upon  the  ground 
it  would  be  wise  to  pert  with  the  bonds  for  whatever 
night  bring,  because  the  bank  had  not  paid  the  first 
at  iMturity,  it  would  have  been  an  argument  that  he 
'  aodMstand.     Mr.    H.  said  he  htai^  to  inquire 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
the  first  bond,  which  was  due  on  the  first  of  Oc- 
hed been  paid? 
[ilr.  CivBaxKave  replied,  that  no  notice  of  its  pay- 
had  bean   received,  and  that  the  SecreUry  of  the 
ity  had  been  obliged  to  write  to  the  president  of  the 
ahotttit.] 

I^r.  H.  said  it  was  generally  reported  that  the  benk 
pBded  to  setoff  certain  Treasury  warrants  or  drafts 
pdi  had  been  Issued,  in  payment  of  the  third  instalmsnt, 
State  under  the  deposite  act,  into  the  correctneas 
^vhich  atep  he  would  not  now  enter,  as  it  would  lead 
eat  of  hie  way. 

reason  why  he  mentioned  it  at  all  was  to  show,  that 
[bank  thought  itseK  entided  to  discharge  the  first  bond 
*^  way,  it  might  think  it  just  to  pay  the  others  by  the 


same  set-off;  because  the  asaignee  of  a  bond  would  take  it 
subject  to  all  the  equity  which  attached  to  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  obligee.  What  would  these  bonds  sell  for  at  the 
risk  of  being  paid  off  in  this  manner  1  It  was  true  that  we 
might  direct  otherwise  by  law  ;  but  then  it  would  be  a  harsh 
measure,  deprive  the  bank  of  a  privilege  which  belonged  to 
every  body  eUe — that  of  paying  its  debts  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  such  paper  as  was  received  from  all  other  persons. 
If  this  course  bad  been  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  might  it  not  have  been  deemed  severe, 
and  tending  to  embarrase  the  operations  of  the  bank  ?  But 
to  consider  it  strictly  as  a  financial  measure,  what  did  it 
amount  to  1  When  we  had  to  choose  between  using  the 
credit  of  tho  Government  and  the  credit  of  the  bank,  why 
should  we  prefer  the  latter  1  He  admitted  that  the  credit  of 
that  institution  stood  high,  both  in  our  own  country  and 
Europe,  and  he  had  not  the  slightest  wiiih  to  impair  that 
credit.  But  it  was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  Government. 
Would  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  contend  for  this  1 
He  apprehended  not.  But  let  us  follow  out  the  operation. 
Suppose  the  bonds  put  up  for  sale  in  New  York.  In 
what  money  would  payment  be  required  ?  In  specie  or 
notes  of  non-specie  paying  bonks  1  The  existing  laws  for- 
bade the  reception  of  the  latter,  and  specie  must  therefore 
be  required.  Where  would  six  milions  of  dollars  in  specie 
come  from  1  It  would  be  unwise  to  tempt  the  banks  to 
bring  it  out  of  their  vaults,  in  order  to  purchase  these  bonds, 
because  the  abstraction  of  such  a  quantity  would  retard  a 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  which  all  agreed  in  wishing 
to  hasten.  Would  the  hoards  of  individuals  be  brought  out, 
and  vested  in  these  bonds  1  Perhape  they  might,  but  they 
might  more  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  eotieed  from  their 
hiding  places  by  Government  securitiea.  Even  if  the  bonds 
should  be  thus  sold,  the  currency  of  the  country  would  re- 
main just  as  it  now  is,  and  no  facility  be  afforded  for  domes- 
tic exchanges,  which  was  one  great  object  of  the  present 
bill.  Treasury  notes  would  be  a  vaJuable  addition  to  the 
existing  drculating  medium,  because  they  would  enable 
remittances  to  be  made  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another.  The  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^ 
on  the  contrary,  just  left  things  as  they  were  without  moving 
a  single  inch  towards  the  relief  of  the  mercantile  commu*- 
nity.  But  it  had  been  said  that  these  bonds  might  be  sent 
to  England  and  sold  there,  and  the  speciu  brought  here. 
This  might  be  true.  He  would  pass  over  the  delay  which 
must  be  experienced  in  the  remittance,  sale,  end  importa- 
tion of  the  specie,  in  order  to  csll  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  the  singular  situation  in  which 
this  proposal  placed  him.  Gen.  Jackson  had  been  severely 
censured  by  the  opposition  with  interrupting  the  course  of 
commerce  and  forcing  exchange,  by  causing  large  importa- 
tions of  specie ;  and  here  was  a  proposition  to  do  the  same 
thing,  except  as  to  amount.  The  only  difference  was,  that 
Gen.  Jackson  imported  thirty  millions,  and  the  gentleman 
proposed  to  import  six.  He  was  actually  treading  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson.  But  what  would  be  the 
coniequence  of  such  an  importation !  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land luul  become  alarmed  before,  when  it  found  its  bullion 
reduced  from  eight  millions  sterling  to  between  three  and  four, 
and  had  taken  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  further  loss,  by 
discountenancing  American  bills  and  lowering  the  price  of 
cotton,  the  consequence  of  which  was  a  necessity  of  ship- 
ping specie  from  the  United  States.  It  had  now  regained 
its  usual  amooDt,  and  the  price  of  exchange  was  gi^ually 
falling.  But  the  sudden  abstraction  of  a  million  sterling 
from  London  could  not  do  otherwise  than  reproduce  the 
alarm  which  had  now  subsided,  or  was  subsiding,  and 
thus  we  should  have  fresh  trouble.  But  the  gen2eman 
from  Massachusetts  bad  also  said  that  the  Secretary  might 
draw  billa  of  exchange  upon  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds^ 
and  thus  bring  down  exchange.  True,  this  could  be  done; 
and  he  would  concur  cheerfully  with  the  gentleman  in  any 
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much  importance.  But,  eir,  I  am  readj  to  act  my  part, 
whenever  the  subject  may  be  preeented.  In  ooneloeiony 
Mr.  Speaker,'!  will  only  aay  that,  for  mjael^  I  am  perfect- 
ly iaiiated  with  new  and  untried  eiperiments  and  I  hope 
and  believe  the  country  it  ao. 

Mr.  HAMER  had  thought  laat  night  thai  the  debate  on 
tfaia  biil  waa  doeed ;  but  it  seemed  that  they  had  taken  a 
freiih  start  that  morning.  He  himself  did  not  rise  to  make 
a  speech,  but  briefly  to  throw  out  a  &w  sujsgeations  in  re- 
ply to  some  things  that  had  been  thrown  oiit  by  gentlgmen 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion. 

Some  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  order  in  which 
the  business  of  the  House  bad  been  brought  before  it. 
Gentlemen  had  urged  that  this  bill  ought  to  Iwte  been  laid 
aside,  and  that  the  bills  to  allow  time  to  the  deposits  banks, 
and  to  postpone  the  payment  of  merchants'  bonds,  should 
have  been  first  disposed  of,  before  die  final  action  was  bad 
upon  the  present  bilL  Now,  there  were  two  reasons  why 
that  was  not  the  proper  course. 

The  first  was,  that,  so  far  as  had  been  seen  by  the  course, 
and  gathered  from  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  in  the  op- 
position, they  were  opposed  to  all  the  measures  bvon(^t 
forward ;  and  hence  it  was  but  feir  and  reasoniUe  that  the 
friends  of  those  measures  should  be  allowed  to  seleet  the 
order  in  which  they  should  be  brought  before  the  House. 
That  was  one  reason. 

The  other  was,  that  the  Government  ought  to  act,  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  precisely  as  an  individual  would  in 
similar  circumstaneaa.  Suppose  that  he  owed  a  thousand 
dollars^  and  was  unprepared  to  pay  it  when  called  upon, 
and  asked  time  of  bis  creditor ;  that  creditor  said  he  would 
give  him  time  if  he  (the  creditor)  could  raise  it  from  any 
other  source  must  not  that  creditor  ascertain  first  whether 
he  could  raise  the  amount  of  money  before  he  could  in- 
dulge him  (Mr.  H. )  hia  debtor  1  That  was  precisely  what 
they  wanted  to  ascertain  in  the  present  caae.  They  were 
first  to  ascertain  whether  they  had  the  means  of  granting 
the  indulgence  propoeed  in  the  other  two  bills,  before  they 
could  lake  upon  themselves  to  do  so.  This  was  foir  and 
reasonable,  and  was  the  only  perfectly  proper  course. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  arguments  aidvanced  that  morning 
by  the  very  able  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Flitchzb.]  That  gentleman  insisted  that  thb  bill  was 
unnecessary,  and  assigned  his  reasons.  He  said  they 
should  sell  the  claim  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Why,  the  Government  was  now  out  of  money,  and  wanted 
funds  immediately.  Which,  then,  was  the  most  reasonable : 
for  the  Government  to  go  into  the  market  and  force  a  sale 
of  that  claim,  and  the  paper  she  holds  againat  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  and  take 
time  to  render  that  debt  available,  or  collect  it  at  maturity  T 
Was  a  forced  sale  advantageous,  under  any  circumstances, 
either  to  an  individual  or  to  the  Government  1  Certainly 
not.     It  ia  better,  therefore,  that  the  notes  should  be  issued. 

Again:  There  was  a  large  amount  in  the  deposile  bank% 
said  the  gentleman.  Now,  they  heard  that  repeatedly  be- 
fore, but  did  not  every  gentleman  there  know,  that  the 
amount  in  the  deposite  banks  could  not  be  commanded  at 
that  time  t  Nay,  more :  was  it  not  insisted  by  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition,  that  that  money  should  not  bs  command- 
ed under  one,  two,  or  three  years. 

What  was  another  argument  connected  with  this  propo- 
sition  t  It  was  that  they  might  issue  Trsasury  drafts  upon 
the  banks,  and  suffer  them  to  be  protested,  and  circulated 
through  th^  community,  as  now,  instead  of  notes.  Why, 
in  the  first  place,  they  had  heard  from  all  quarters  of  the 
Union,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  right  to 
issue  drafts  upon  the  banks,  knowing  they  would  be  pro- 
tested. But  suppose  he  had  the  right,  was  there  any  dif- 
ference between  those  drafts  now  circulating  and  the  Treas- 
ury nttes  they  proposed  to  isiue  1  Where  wss  the  difference 
between  drawing  a  draft  upon  a  bank,  which  they  knew 


would  not  be  paid,  but  would  be  protested  and  attowsdls 
eiicttlate  through  the  community  upon  the  cndit  ef  thi 
Govemment,  and  a  Trsasury  note^  which  was  to  ctfcnlate 
exdiisively  upon  the  ciedit  of  the  Government,  awl  wiA 
the  belief  that  the  amount  it  repraseole  will  be  paid  At 
moment  the  banksare  in  a  condition  to  pay  ?  Now,  if  ai^ 
gentleman  was  so  astute  as  to  be  able  lo  point  eat  any  ^ 
forence— not  the  metaphysical,  but  the  practical,  diftf> 
once— he  would  be  glad  to  heer  it  k  Both  were  oortni^ 
Gtrculaled  on  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

But  it  seemed  that  theee  nolee,  in  the  opiniott  off  mm 
gentlemen,  were  unoonetitotional ;  and  then,  from  aU  qa» 
ten,  they  were  fold  it  was  a  loan— a  loan  in  diagiMa 
Well,  if  it  be  a  loan,  did  not  the  oonstitotion  expraa^r 
aothorixe  the  Govemment  to  borrow  money  for  ils  nssdM 
wanta  1  If  it  bib  a  loan,  as  they  admit  it  to  be,  and  so  Xa 
H.  admitted,  in  one  sense,  but  not  in  the  ofdinaiy  em* 
in  which  a  lean  was  understood— but  if  it  werr,  the  con- 
stitutteYi  authorised  them  to  borrow  money  whenever  As 
neceesitiee  of  the  country  required  them  to  do  it.  Vim 
was  it  a  loan  1  Why,  it  was  just  such  a  loan  as  he  woaM 
make  to  an  individual  to  whom  he  was  indshisd,  and  «!• 
called  upon  him  for  a  settkment,  and  he  oouM  net  fig 
him,  but  gave  him  his  noU  promising  to  pay  him  in  aynft 
In  that  senee,  but  in  no  other,  was  it  a  loan ;  hot  no  on 
would  so  undeiBtand  it.  It  was  preeieely  that  ktaJ  4 
traneactfon  too.  Thoee  who  had  claims  upon  the  Gons-' 
ment  called  for  their  mon«iy ;  the  Govemment  had  net  |it 
it,  heoaose  the  merchants  and  the  banks  oould  netpsyki^ 
and  what  does  she  do  1  Why,  give  her  ftele^  snd  my 
she  will  pay  up  at  the  end  of  a  year.  This  ia  a  ftainsferf 
day  transaetion  between  individuale. 

Again,  it  was  aaid  this  bill  would  be  a  burden  npen  lh» 
peofSe.  How  a  burden  upon  the  people  1  He  heardthi; 
coroplahit  rung  ihron^ioot  the  Houee,  and  he  asked,  hill 
was  it  a  burden  upon  the  people  1  Did  it  proposstfl 
new  uz  upon  them  1  Did  it  propose  any  levying  of  km 
burdens  !  Did  it  take  any  money  out  of  their  pocket  I  % 
they  regarded  the  bill  passed  to  vrithhoM  the  fourth  isMl 
ment  of  depoeitee  with  the  Staiss  as  furnishing  the  bmVI 
to  redeem  these  notes,  in  that  way  it  was  a  burden.  Bii 
nobody  prstended  that  theee  notsa  were  to  be  eo  isiBsndlp 
or  to  be  redeemed  at  all,  oMSjpt  when  the  depotfiehahi 
and  the  merchants  paid  up  their  debts. 

Gentlemen  talked,  too,  a  good  deal  about  the  poofh  a4 
understanding  this.  Mr.  H.  had  a  higher  respect  far  ihl 
intelligence  of  the  people.  They  would  understand  ill 
they  did  understand  it  4 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  then  took  the  floor,  and  eooMMnrndd 
aigument  against  the  bill,  but  his  ramsrks  were  out  off  If 
the  arrival  of  the  hour  (half  pest  Jl)  for  the  Hooea  totdrt 
tte  daily  reoees  till  4  o'clock.  \ 

Etihiho  Sbssioh.  a 

The  House  then  resumed  the  conttdeimtion  of  the  <*ll| 
to  authoriie  the  issnmg  of  Trsasury  notea,"  being  thtfllj 
stitote  reported  from  Uie  Committee  of  the  Whole  mw 
stale  of  the  Union.  i 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  reenmed  his  remarks.  He  endesfsril 
to  prove  that  the  most  injurious  efieets  had  reenlted  fM 
the  late  meaeure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  iM 
ing  a  large  amount  of  depoeitee  to  remain  in  several  wm 
ted  banka,  while  he  withdrew  nearly  the  whole  onsiiii 
poeited  with  the  banks  on  the  eeaboard.  It  waa  hk  o^ 
ion  that  much  of  the  diatiess  now  ezieting  in  the  oostf* 
eial  cities  was  to  be  attributed  to  that  meeenre.  HeM 
ferred  to  the  pmepecte  of  the  country  for  the  eneoisg^ 
and  ..onteiAded,  that  from  the  report  of  the  Societary,  ■! 
the  statements  given  in  the  House,  if  a  balance  e^ 
drawn,  the  amount  of  diffirance  between  the  expcndinii 
and  reeeipta  would  not  eiceed  two  or  three  handrad  M* 
sand  dottars.    He  would  tell  tbcm  Ikankfy,  that  whnh 


\rn 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS- 


1278 


3eT.  6,  1637.] 


DreoBury  Noiea. 


[If.  ov  R. 


heiB  hb  impramon  waf,  that  the  only  pnctiodble 
ifief  wai  the  cMation  of  •  Government  loen,  by  which 
or  afleooiit  with  Earope  conld  be  speedily  dosed,  or  to 
■ae  Mch  kinds  of  Treasury  notes  as  would  be  osefol  to 
be  people ;  and  he  thought  that  the  payment  of  the  fonrth 
pstaliseot  of  the  depositee  would  be  the  means  of  distrib- 
rting  these  notes  to  the  oeuntiy.  But  that  measure  had 
liled,  and  with  it  a  great  portion  of  the  ground  for  issuing 


It  wsB  bis  opinion  that  spei*ie  payments  would  not  be 
■sttmsd  for  the  present,  if  the  measures  now  before  the 
Boom  were  adopted ;  and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known 
hH,  in  his  opinion,  the  period  of  distress  had  not  passsd 
Mr.  It  still  ezistsd,  and,  under  the  present  state  of 
liogm  must  increase.  Some  gentlemen  had  attributed 
he  distrem  to  OTer-trading ;  but,  although  he  would  adnut 
bM  ndgbt  have  had  some  influence,  yet  the  great  evil 
rhich  tbsy  were  called  on  to  remedy  was  that  of  obstruc- 
fipn  to  oar  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  restore 
be  earreacf  to  its  fiDrmer  state,  and  the  banks  to  thatoon- 
imee  Ihey  enjoyed  before  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
laitr.  It  was  desirable  that  they  should  make  the  notes 
I  the  banks  receivable  for  public  dues;  and,  when  they 
■1  done  that,  they  would  have  done  all  that  was  ezpect- 
i  from  Goverrnnent ;  for,  when  such  notee  were  so  re* 
iMle,  oonfidenoe  would  be  restored,  and  nothing  more 
iwdd  be  wanting.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  to  its 
amount ;  and,  if  Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  all, 
eoggeet  the  expediency  of  issuing  them  without, 
Mbar  dian  with  intereet. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  would  make  a  few  remarks  in 
1^  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Pbillips,] 

PB  the  point  whidi  had  been  very  zealously  pressed  up- 
^  the  Houae  by  him.  It  was  proposed  to  raise  the  money 
the  Treaeury  wantsd,  by  a  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the 
of  the  United  States,  instead  of  iaeuing  Treasury 
As  a  financial  measure,  Mr.  H.  said,  his  under- 
ig  was  not  convinced  of  its  propriety,  although  he 
itted  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachuselte  was 
Itti  more  conversant  with  such  subjects  than  himeelf.  It 
itoad  to  him  that  this  plan  of  selling  the  bonds  of  the 
bk  was  oiged  open  the  Honee  with  great  pertinaeity. 
Mag  the  discussion  of  the  biU  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
IsfaBent,  it  was  the  policy  of  the  opponente  of  that  meas« 
|w  fo  shew  that  the  Treasury  had  ample  resources  at  eom- 
M^  and  the  conversion  of  those  bonds  Into  cash  was  di- 
leify  in  the  track  of  the  argument  But  that  matter  had 
decUed,  and  the  queetion  now  was  merely  whether 
G^veniment  should  use  its  own  credit,  or  that  of  the 
.  in  order  to  raise  funds. 

the  propoaition  to  sell  had  been  brought  forward  by 
k  sdversariee  of  the  bank,  and  sustained  upon  the  ground 
lit  it  would  be  wise  to  pert  with  the  bonds  for  whatever 
hg  Bu^t  bring,  because  the  bank  had  not  paid  the  first 
El  St  maturity,  it  would  havo  been  an  aigument  that  he 
b  nndentand.  Mr.  H.  said  he  begQged  to  inquire 
pi  the  chainnan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
isiber  the  ficvt  bond,  which  was  due  on  the  fint  of  Oc- 
|hv,  hsdbeen  paid? 
i*[Mr.  CAwnmB&sve  replied,  that  no  notice  of  its  pay- 

thad  beoi   received,  and  that  the  SecreUry  of  the 
iiy  had  been  obliged  to  write  to  the  president  of  the 
te  about  it.1 

f4lr.  H.  saui  it  was  generally  reported  that  the  bank 
to  eet  off  certain  Treasury  warren ts  or  dralta 
hsd  been  iseued,  in  payment  of  the  third  instalment, 
Slate  under  the  depodte  act,  into  the  correctness 
which  ai^  he  would  not  now  enter,  as  it  would  lead 
out  of  hie  way. 

iCMon  why  he  mentioned  it  at  ail  was  to  show,  that 
bmik  thoui^titself  entitled  to  discharge  the  first  bond 
biUs  way»  it  might  think  U  just  to  pay  the  othen  by  the 


same  set-off;  because  the  aaaignee  of  a  bond  would  take  it 
subject  to  all  the  equity  which  attached  to  it  in  the  bands 
of  the  obligee.  What  would  these  bonds  sell  for  at  the 
risk  of  being  paid  off  in  this  manner  1  It  was  true  that  we 
might  direct  otherwise  by  law  ;  but  then  it  would  be  a  harsh 
measure,  deprive  the  bank  of  a  privilege  which  belonged  to 
every  body  else — that  of  paying  its  debts  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  such  paper  as  was  received  from  all  other  persons. 
If  tbis  course  bad  been  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  might  it  not  have  been  deemed  severe, 
and  tending  to  embarrase  the  operations  of  the  bank  ?  But 
to  consider  it  strictly  as  a  financial  measure,  what  did  it 
amount  to  1  When  we  had  to  chooee  between  using  the 
credit  of  the  Government  and  the  credit  of  the  bank,  why 
abould  we  prefer  the  latter  1  He  admitted  that  the  credit  of 
that  institution  stood  high,  both  in  our  own  country  and 
Europe,  and  he  had  not  the  slightest  wi»h  to  impair  that 
credit  But  it  was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  Gnvernment. 
Would  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  contend  for  this  1 
He  apprehended  not.  But  let  us  follow  out  the  operation. 
Suppoee  the  bonds  put  up  for  sale  in  New  York.  In 
what  money  would  payment  be  required  ?  In  specie  or 
notea  of  non-specie  paying  banks  1  The  existing  laws  for- 
bade the  reception  of  the  latter,  and  specie  must  therefore 
be  required.  Where  would  six  milions  of  dollars  in  specie 
come  from  1  It  would  be  unwise  to  tempt  the  banks  to 
bring  it  out  of  their  vaults,  in  order  to  purchase  these  bonds, 
because  the  abstraction  of  such  a  quantity  would  retard  a 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  which  all  agreed  in  wishing 
to  hasten.  Would  the  hoards  of  individuals  be  brought  out, 
and  vested  in  theee  bonds  1  Perhaps  they  might,  but  they 
might  more  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  enticed  from  their 
hiding  places  by  Government  securities.  Even  if  the  bonds 
should  be  thus  sold,  the  currency  of  the  country  would  re- 
main just  as  it  now  is,  and  no  facility  be  afforded  for  domes- 
tic exchanges,  which  was  one  great  object  of  the  present 
bill.  Treasury  notes  would  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
existing  ctroulating  medium,  because  they  would  enable 
remittances  to  be  made  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another.  The  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
on  the  contrary,  just  left  things  as  they  were  without  moving 
a  single  inch  towards  the  relief  of  the  mercantile  commu*' 
nity.  But  it  had  been  said  that  these  bonds  might  be  sent 
to  England  and  sold  there,  and  the  speciu  brought  herr. 
This  might  be  true.  He  would  pass  over  the  delay  which 
must  be  experienced  in  the  remittance,  sale,  and  importa- 
tion of  the  specie,  in  order  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  the  eingular  situation  in  which 
this  proposal  placed  him.  Gen.  Jackson  had  been  severely 
censured  by  the  opposition  with  interrupting  the  course  of 
commerce  and  forcing  exchange,  by  caueing  large  importa- 
tions of  specie ;  and  here  was  a  proposition  to  do  the  same 
thing,  except  as  to  amount  The  only  difference  was,  that 
Gen.  Jackson  imported  thirty  millions,  and  the  gentleman 
proposed  to  import  eix.  He  was  actually  treading  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson.  But  what  would  be  the 
confcquence  of  such  an  importation  1  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  become  alarmed  before,  when  it  found  its  bullion 
reduced  from  eight  millions  sterling  to  between  three  and  four, 
and  had  taken  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  further  loss,  by 
discountenancing  Ameriefin  bills  and  lowering  the  price  of 
cotton,  the  consequence  of  which  was  a  necessity  of  ship- 
ping specie  from  the  United  States.  It  bad  now  regained 
its  usual  amount,  and  the  price  of  exchange  wss  gadualiy 
falling.  But  the  sudden  abstraction  of  a  million  sterling 
from  London  could  not  do  otherwiae  than  reproduce  the 
alarm  which  had  now  subsided,  or  was  suiciding,  and 
thus  we  sbould  have  fresh  trouble.  But  the  genUemsn 
from  Massachusetts  bad  also  said  that  the  Secretary  might 
draw  bills  of  exchange  upon  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds, 
and  thus  bring  down  excbsnge.  True,  this  could  be  done; 
and  be  would  concur  cheerfully  with  the  gentleman  in  any 
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much  importance.  But,  sir,  I  tm  retdj  to  set  my  part, 
whancTer  the  sabject  may  be  precented.  In  oonclnnon, 
Mr.  Speaker/ 1  will  only  cay  that,  formytel^  lam  perfecst- 
ly  caiiated  with  new  and  untried  eiperimentSi  and  I  hepe 
and  believe  the  country  it  lo. 

Mr.  HAMER  had  thought  laet  night  that  the  debate  on 
this  biil  was  cloeed ;  but  it  seemed  that  they  had  taken  a 
fresh  start  that  morning.  He  himself  did  not  rise  to  make 
a  speech,  but  briefly  to  throw  out  a  fern  sup^gestions  in  re- 
ply to  some  things  that  had  been  thrown  out  by  gent^gmen 
in  the  coarse  of  the  discussion. 

Some  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  order  in  which 
the  business  of  the  House  bad  been  brought  before  it. 
Gentlemen  had  urged  that  this  bill  ought  to  Iwte  been  laid 
aside,  and  that  the  bills  to  allow  time  to  the  deposits  banks, 
and  to  postpone  the  payment  of  merdiants*  bonds,  should 
.have  been  first  disposed  of,  before  the  final  action  was  bad 
upon  the  present  bilL  Now,  there  were  two  reasone  why 
that  was  not  the  proper  coarse. 

The  first  was,  tha^  so  far  as  had  been  seen  by  the  course, 
and  gathered  from  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  in  the  op- 
position, they  were  opposed  to  all  the  measoree  brooght 
forward ;  and  hence  it  was  but  fair  and  reasonable  that  the 
friends  of  those  measofes  should  be  allowed  to  select  the 
order  in  which  they  should  be  brought  before  the  House. 
That  was  one  reason. 

The  other  was,  that  the  Government  ought  to  act,  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  precisely  as  an  individual  would  in 
similar  circumstances.  Suppose  that  he  owed  a  thousand 
dollars^  and  was  unprepared  to  pay  it  when  called  upon, 
and  asked  time  of  bis  creditor ;  that  creditor  said  he  would 
give  him  time  if  he  (the  creditor)  could  raise  it  from  any 
other  source— mast  not  that  creditor  ascertain  first  whether 
he  could  raise  the  amount  of  money  before  he  could  in- 
dulge him  (Mr.  H. )  his.  debtor  1  That  was  precisely  what 
they  wanted  to  ascertain  in  the  present  case.  They  were 
first  to  ascertain  whether  they  had  the  means  of  granting 
the  indulgence  propoeed  in  the  other  two  biUs,  before  they 
could  take  upon  themselves  to  do  so.  This  was  iiiir  and 
reasonable,  and  was  the  only  perfectly  proper  course. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  arguments  advanced  that  morning 
by  the  very  able  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Flitchxb.]  That  gentleman  insbted  that  this  bUl  was 
unnecessary,  and  assigned  his  ressons.  He  said  they 
should  sell  ^e  claim  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statee. 
'Why,  the  Government  was  now  out  of  money,  and  wanted 
funds  immediately.  Which,  then,  was  the  most  reasonable : 
for  the  Government  to  go  into  the  market  and  force  a  sale 
of  that  claim,  and  the  paper  she  holde  against  the  Benk  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  and  take 
time  to  reader  that  debt  available,  or  collect  it  at  maturity  % 
Was  a  forced  sale  advantageous,  under  any  circumstances, 
either  to  an  individual  or  to  the  Government?  Certainly 
not.     It  is  better,  therefore,  that  the  notes  should  be  issued. 

Again:  There  was  a  large  amount  in  the  depoeite  bank% 
said  the  gentleman.  Now,  they  heard  that  repeatedly  be- 
fore, but  did  not  every  gentleman  there  know,  that  the 
amount  in  the  deposits  banks  could  not  be  commanded  at 
that  time  t  Nay,  more :  was  it  not  insisted  by  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition,  that  that  money  should  not  be  command- 
ed under  one,  two,  or  three  years. 

What  was  another  argument  connected  with  this  propo- 
sition  !  It  was  that  they  might  issue  Treasury  drafts  upon 
the  banks,  and  sufier  them  to  be  protested,  and  circulated 
through  th^  community,  as  now,  instead  of  notes.  Why, 
in  the  first  place,  they  had  heard  from  all  quarters  of  the 
Union,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  right  to 
issue  drafts  upon  the  banks,  knowing  they  would  be  pro- 
tested. But  suppose  he  had  the  right,  was  there  any  dif- 
ference between  those  drafU  now  circulating  and  the  Treas- 
ury ni  tss  they  proposed  to  is4ue  ?  Where  was  the  difference 
between  drawing  a  draft  upon  a  bank,  which  they  knew 


would  not  be  paid,  bat  would  be  protested  and  aUowed  la 
eircalate  through  the  community  upon  the  credit  ef  lb 
Government,  and  a  Treasary  oote^  which  was  to  cifcolals 
exdiiaively  apon  the  credit  of  the  Government,  and  nidi 
the  belief  that  the  amoant  it  represents  will  bs  pud  dtt 
moment  the  banksare  in  a  conditfon  lo  pay  t  Now,  if  saf 
gentleman  was  so  astute  as  to  be  able  lo  point  «mt  sny  H- 
ferenoe— not  the  metaphysical,  bat  the  practical,  difln- 
ence— he  would  be  glad  to  hear  it  k  Both  were  eartaialr 
ctrcalaled  on  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

But  it  seemed  that  theee  noCee,  in  the  opinion  of  sobk 
gentlemen,  were  oaconetitational ;  and  then,  from  aU  qi» 
ters,  they  were  told  it  was  a  loan— a  loan  in  diiguim. 
Weil,  if  it  be  a  loan,  did  not  the  oonstitotion  fiipen# 
anthoriae  the  Government  to  borrow  money  for  its  ncedM 
wantsi  Ifithbaloan,  aa  they  admit  it  to  be,  and  so  Ma 
H.  admitted,  in  one  sense,  hot  not  in  the  ordinary  aoMi 
in  which  a  lean  was  understood — but  if  it  werr,  the  con- 
stitutieih  anthoriaed  them  to  borrow  money  whenever  As 
necessitiee  of  the  conntry  required  them  to  do  it  Hiv 
was  it  a  loan  1  Why,  it  was  jast  sach  a  loan  as  he  wodi: 
make  to  an  individoal  to  whom  he  waa  indebted,  and  ^ 
called  apon  him  for  a  settlement,  and  he  eooM  aet  f^ 
him,  but  gave  him  hie  note  promising  to  pay  him  io  sytA 
In  that  sense,  bat  in  no  other,  was  it  a  loan ;  bat  no  atfl 
would  so  undemtand  it  It  was  precisely  that  kiatf  4. 
traneaodon  too.  Thoee  who  had  dalma  apon  the  Oovai^ 
■lent  called  for  their  monny ;  the  Government  had  Bot  fit 
it,  beoanse  the  merchants  and  the  banks  oould  netjisylM^ 
and  what  doee  she  do  1  Why,  give  her  note%  and  of 
she  will  pay  up  at  the  end  of  a  year.  This  is  a  ftoiaewy 
day  transaetion  between  individuals. 

Again,  it  was  said  this  bill  would  be  a  bardea  apon 
people.  How  a  borden  upon  the  people  ?  He  hflwdl 
complaint  rung  ihrou^ioat  the  House,  and  he  asked, ' 
was  it  a  harden  upon  the  people  1  Did  it  pvopomi 
new  tax  upon  them  1  Did  it  propose  any  levying  off 
burdens  !  Did  it  take  any  money  out  of  their  pocket  1 
they  regarded  the  bill  passed  to  withhold  the  fooith  iai 
ment  of  depoeitee  with  the  Staiss  as  famishing  Ihs 
to  redeem  these  notes,  in  that  way  it  vraa  a  burden, 
nobody  pretended  that  these  notse  were  to  be  eo  isdesmt^ 
or  to  be  redeemed  at  all,  except  vrhen  the  depodiebiahi 
and  the  merchants  paid  up  their  debts. 

Gentlemen  talked,  too,  a  good  deal  abont  the  peepla  M| 
underatanding  this.  Mr.  H.  had  a  higher  respect  for  l|| 
intelligence  of  the  .people.  They  would  nndentand  ' 
they  did  understand  it 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  then  took  the  floor,  and  cooamenotdf 
argument  against  the  biil,  bat  Ma  remarka  were  cat  off 
the  arrival  of  the  hoar  (half  pest  8)  for  the  House  to 
its  daily  recees  till  4  o'clock. 

Etihiho  Sassioir. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  ooni&detmtion  of  the  "I 
to  aotfaoriie  the  issoing  of  Trsasury  notes,"  being  Ihti 
stitate  reported  from  Uie  Conmuttee  of  the  Whole  oa 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  reeomed  his  remarks.  Ha 
to  prove  that  the  meet  injartoas  eflects  had  reeultcd 
the  late  measure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  in  alliji 
ing  a  large  amoont  of  depoeilee  to  remain  in  several  iidi 
ted  benke,  while  he  withdrew  nearly  the  whole  saan  dp 
poaited  with  the  banke  on  t)ae  eeaboord.  It  wae  hia  o^ 
ion  that  much  of  the  distieea  now  ezieting  in  the  ooomMI 
cial  citiea  was  to  be  attributed  to  that  meesare.  Hei^ 
ferred  to  the  prospecte  of  the  country  for  the  eneniof  ]rf4| 
and  v>ontended,  that  from  the  report  of  the  Secretaiy,  m 
the  statements  given  in  the  Houee,  if  a  balanea  e4 
drawn,  the  amoant  of  diflbrence  between  the  expeodinii 
and  reeeipts  would  not  exceed  two  or  three  hundred  tbflt^ 
sand  dollan. .  He  would  tell  tbcm  frank^,  that  wjwa^ 
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eaB0  bere  hb  impramon  wtf,  that  the  only  pnctiodble 
iriief  WM  the  creation  of  a  GoTammeiit  loan,  by  wbkh 
«r  aocoant  with  Europe  could  be  speedily  dosed,  or  to 
■m  mch  kinds  of  Treasury  notes  as  would  be  useful  to 
lbs  people ;  and  he  thought  that  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
■rtahneot  of  the  depositee  would  be  the  means  of  distrib- 
tfog  these  notes  to  the  oountiy.  But  that  measure  had 
tted,  and  with  it  a  great  portion  of  the  ground  for  issuing 


It  wsB  his  opinion  that  specie  payments  would  not  be 
Mttowd  for  the  present,  if  the  measures  now  before  the 
Boon  were  adopted ;  and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known 
ksl^  b  hb  opinion,  the  period  of  dbtress  had  not  passsd 
mt.  It  itiU  ezisled,  and,  under  the  present  state  of 
liBge,  must  increase.  Some  gentlemen  had  attributed 
Is  ^etrees  to  over-trading ;  but,  although  lie  would  adout 
htt  might  have  bad  some  influence,  yet  the  great  eril 
iblefa  they  were  called  on  to  remedy  was  that  of  obstruc- 
ion  to  oor  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  restore 
kt  eoTBDey  to  its  former  state,  and  the  banks  to  thatoon- 
MDoe  they  enjoyed  before  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
|ntp.    It  was  desirable  that  they  should  make  the  notes 

I  the  banks  reoeiTable  for  public  dues;  and,  when  they 
fri  done  diat,  they  would  have  done  all  that  was  ezpect- 

II  from  Government ;  for,  when  such  notes  were  so  re* 
Iriidbk,  eonfidenoe  would  be  rertored,  and  nothing  more 
imU  be  wanting.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  to  its 
MntamODnt ;  and,  if  Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  all, 
11  mmU  eaggest  the  expediency  of  issuing  tbem  without, 
Mbr  than  vriik  interest 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  wouM  make  a  fow  remarks  in 
^  (othe  gentleman  from  Massacbuaetts,  [Mr.  PHii.t.iPs,] 
the  point  whidi  had  been  very  zealously  pressed  up- 
Ae  Houee  by  him.  It  was  proposed  to  raise  the  money 
the  Treasury  wanted,  by  a  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the 
of  the  United  States,  instead  of  issuing  Treasury 
As  a  financial  meaeure,  Mr.  H.  said,  hb  under- 
«s  not  convinced  of  ite  propriety,  although  be 
,  sdmitted  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachnselte  was 
kki  mere  conversant  with  such  subjects  than  himself.  It 
Ikmed  to  him  that  tfab  plan  of  eelliog  the  bonds  of  the 
Ilk  was  urg«d  npen  the  Honee  with  great  pertinacity, 
ikiaf  the  discussion  of  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
lataHBi,  it  wan  the  policy  of  the  opponents  of  that  meae* 
lie  io  ihow  thai  the  TreMury  had  ample  resources  at  com- 
tai  ami  the  conversion  of  those  bonds  tnto  cash  was  di- 
biiy  b  the  track  of  the  argument  But  that  matter  bad 
|MB  Mded,  and  the  question  now  was  merely  whether 
P  Oovemment  should  use  its  own  credit,  or  that  of  the 
bk,  in  Older  to  raise  funds. 

jif  the  pmpoflition  to  eell  had  been  brought  forward  by 
hi  advsnariee  i^  the  bank,  and  sustained  upon  the  ground 
it  would  be  wise  to  pert  with  the  bonds  for  whatever 
might  bring,  because  the  bank  had  not  paid  the  first 
at  maturity,  it  would  have  been  an  aigument  that  he 
aodemtuid.  Mr.  H.  said  he  begged  to  inquire 
the  chaimHm  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meane 
the  fiiet  bond,  which  was  due  on  the  first  of  Oc- 
;  hsd  been  paid  ? 

~r.  CAVBmBJbsve  replied,  that  no  notice  of  its  pay- 
had  be«i  lecetved,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
uiy  had  been  obliged  to  write  to  the  president  of  the 

tok  about  it] 

Mr.  H.  said  it  was  generally  reported  that  the  benk 
pknded  to  set  off  certain  Treeeury  warrants  or  drafts 
lieh  hsd  been  issued,  in  payment  of  the  third  instalment, 
State  under  the  depo«te  act,  into  the  correctness 
step  he  would  not  now  enter,  as  it  would  lead 
ontofhb  way. 

reason  why  he  mentioned  it  at  all  was  to  show,  that 
buk  thought  itseK  entitled  to  discharge  the  first  bond 
btts  way,  it  might  think  it  just  to  pay  the  others  by  the 


same  set-off;  because  the  aangnee  of  a  bond  would  take  it 
subject  to  all  the  equity  which  attached  to  it  in  the  bands 
of  the  obligee.  What  would  these  bonds  sell  for  at  the 
risk  of  being  paid  off  in  thb  manner  1  It  was  true  that  we 
might  direct  otherwise  by  law ;  but  then  it  would  be  a  hardi 
measure,  deprive  the  bank  of  a  privilege  which  belonged  to 
every  body  else — ^tbat  of  paying  its  debts  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  such  paper  as  was  received  from  all  other  persons. 
If  this  course  had  been  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  might  it  not  have  been  deemed  severe, 
and  tending  to  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  bank  ?  But 
to  consider  it  strictly  as  a  financial  measure,  what  did  it 
amount  to  1  When  we  had  to  choose  between  using  the 
credit  of  the  Government  and  the  credit  of  the  bank,  why 
ahouki  we  prefer  the  latter  1  He  admitted  that  the  credit  of 
that  institution  stood  high,  both  in  our  own  country  and 
Europe,  and  he  had  not  the  slightest  witih  to  impair  that 
credit  But  it  was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  Government. 
Would  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  contend  for  thb  1 
He  apprehended  not.  But  let  us  follow  out  the  operation. 
Suppoee  the  bonds  put  up  for  eale  in  New  York.  In 
what  money  would  payment  be  required  ?  In  specie  or 
notes  of  non-specie  |)aying  banks  1  The  existing  lews  for- 
bade the  reception  of  the  bttcr,  and  specie  must  therefore 
be  required.  Where  would  six  milions  of  dollars  in  specie 
come  from  ?  It  would  be  unwise  to  tempt  the  banks  to 
bring  it  out  of  their  vaults,  in  order  to  purchase  these  bonds, 
because  the  abstraction  of  such  a  quantity  would  retard  a 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  which  all  agreed  in  wbhing 
to  hasten.  Would  the  boards  of  individuab  be  brought  out, 
and  vested  in  tbeee  bonds  t  Perhaps  they  might,  but  they 
might  more  reasonably  be  expected  to  l>e  enticed  from  their 
biding  pbces  by  Government  securities.  Even  if  the  bonds 
should  be  thus  sold,  the  currency  of  the  country  would  re- 
main just  as  it  now  is,  and  no  facility  be  afforded  for  domes- 
tic exchanges,  which  was  one  great  object  of  the  present 
bill.  Treasuiy  notes  would  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
exbting  circulating  medium,  because  they  would  enable 
remittances  to  be  made  from  one  pert  of  the  country  to 
another.  The  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
on  the  contrary,  just  left  things  as  they  weie  without  moving 
a  single  inch  towards  the  relief  of  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity. But  it  had  been  snid  that  these  bonds  might  be  sent 
to  England  and  eold  there,  and  the  speciu  brought  herr. 
This  might  be  true.  He  would  pass  over  the  delay  which 
must  be  experienced  in  the  remittance,  sale,  and  importa- 
tion of  the  speck,  in  order  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tbman  from  Massachusetts  to  the  eingular  aituation  in  which 
thb  proposal  pbced  him.  Gen.  Jackson  had  been  severely 
censured  by  the  opposition  with  interrupting  the  course  of 
commerce  and  forcing  exchange,  by  causing  large  importa- 
tions of  specie ;  and  here  was  a  proposition  to  do  the  same 
thing,  except  as  to  amount.  The  only  difference  was,  that 
Gen.  Jackson  imported  thirty  millions,  and  the  gentleman 
proposed  to  import  six.  He  was  actually  treading  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson.  But  wbst  would  be  the 
consequence  of  such  an  importation  1  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  Itecome  alarmed  before,  when  it  found  its  bullion 
reduced  from  eight  millions  sterling  to  between  three  and  four, 
and  had  taken  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  further  loss,  by 
discountenancing  Americfin  bills  and  lowering  the  price  of 
cotton,  the  consequence  of  which  was  a  necessity  of  ship- 
ping spscb  from  the  United  States.  It  bad  now  regained 
its  usual  amount,  and  the  price  of  exchange  was  g  dually 
falling.  But  the  sudden  abstraction  of  a  million  sterling 
from  London  could  not  do  otherwise  than  reproduce  the 
alarm  which  bad  now  subsided,  or  was  subsiding,  and 
thus  we  should  have  fresh  trouble.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  bad  also  said  that  the  Secretary  might 
draw  bills  of  exchange  upon  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds, 
and  thus  bring  down  excliange.  True,  this  could  be  done ; 
and  he  would  concur  cheerfully  with  the  gentleman  in  any 
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measure  which  could  restore  the  par  of  exchange,  and  at 
the  same  time  relieve  our  people  from  their  domestic  dlffi- 
cttUies.  But  when  the  bills  were  sold^  the  same  question 
arose  as  about  the  bonds.  In  what  was  payment  to  be  re- 
ceived 1  It  must  of  course  bo  in  specie,  and  nothing  would 
be  added  to  the  currency  as  a  means  of  making  remtttancM 
from  one  State  to  another.  This  was  the  great  advantage 
which  the  present  bill  possessed  over  the  amendment,  and 
be  should  therefore  adhere  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  contended  that  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion was  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  and 
well  calculated  to  afford  relief  tu  the  Government  and  the 
people ;  and  that,  if  we  attempted  to  draw  the  money  from 
the  deposito  banks  while  they  owe  the  Government,  it  will 
force  them  to  press  their  creditors,  and  add  to  the  distress 
of  the  community.  I'he  country  stood  in  the  relation  of 
creditor  to  the  banks  and  the  merchants,  and  it  was  ito 
duty  to  deal  with  them  in  such  manner  as  to  afford  the 
greatest  relief  to  ihcm.  In  relation  to  sending  bonds 
abroad,  he  must  say  that  he  felt  a  great  repugnance  to 
sending  them  into  a  foreign  market,  to  raise  money  upon 
them  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  Government ;  be- 
sides, if  they  were  sent  abroad,  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
increasing  our  foreign  debt,  which  now  presses  so  heavily 
upon  us.  He  supported  the  bill  at  some  length,  and 
answered  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts in  relation  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  had  some  remarks  to  make  upon  the 
bill,  but  he  would  decline  doing  so,  if  gentlemen  were  dis- 
posed now  to  take  the  question  on  the  amendments ;  he 
would  not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  question  being  taken. 
After  that,  however,  he  desired  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
addressing  the  House  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  would 
then  move  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  sugg;ested  to  the  gontleman  to  al- 
low the  question  to  be  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  on 
die  engrossment  of  the  bill ;  and  then  he  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  whole  meriu  of  the  bill  on  its 
(iiird  reading. 

Aftor  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  WISE,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rhitt,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  aRer 
the  ena\:ttng  clause,  and  insert : 

**  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to 
sell  and  transfer  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  the  bonds 
or  evidences  of  debt  executed  by  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  and  in  consideration  of  the  stock  held  by  the 
UnitMl  States,  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  apply  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  and  transfer  in 
payment  of  any  demands  upon  the  Treasury :  Provided, 
however.  That  no  sale  and  transfer  of  said  bonds  or  evi- 
dences of  debt  shall  be  made  for  a  less  sum  than  the  nomi- 
nal amount  of  said  bonds  or  evidences  of  debt  exclusive  of 
interest." 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  celled  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  adoption  of  this  amendment;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  PATTON  then  suggested  an  amendment  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  which  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  accept  as  a  modification,  which  was  a  provision  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  draw  drafts  on  the 
deposite  banks,  for  the  balances  due  the  Government,  in 
favor  of  public  creditors  ;  directing  the  Secretary  also  to  re- 
ceive sucn  drafts  in  payment  of  all  dues  to  the  Government. 
He  explained  his  object  to  be  to  prevent  the  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  except  in  cases  of  very  great  emergency.  He 
thought  this  to  be  the  proper  course  of  proceeding,  and 
took  it  to  be  extraordinary  that  the  cbairmon  of  the  Com- 
mitteeof  Ways  and  Means  should  not  have  brought  forward 


a  proposition  of  this  kind,  when,  on  a  late  oceamim,  at  tks 
time  a  war  with  France  was  expected,  tiiat  gentlMnaa  bad 
brought  forward  a  proposition  to  sell  the  stock  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Now,  however,  the  gentleaaan  Ind 
left  this  proposition  to  be  brought  forward  by  a  friend  M 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  went  into  an  asffs- 
mont  of  some  length  in  support  of  the  proposition  bo  bad 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  accepted  of  the  gvntleiiMB'i 
amendment  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNG.  The  gentleman  from  Virgisia 
[Mr.  pATTOir]  had  referred  to  a  period  some  years  siDoe^ 
when  the  country  was  upon  the  eve,  or  suppoaod  by  aonc 
of  us  to  be  on  the  eve,  of  a  French  war,  when  ail  anMMiBl 
of  money  was  due  from,  the  Bank  of  the  United  StatM,  and 
which  money  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Ai&in  at  that 
time  (the  same  being  actually  doe,  and  not  then  conf  ertei 
into  bonds)  supposed  might  be  applied  to  tlie  pnUic  eincr- 
gency. 

The  gentleman  had  expressed  great  snrpriae  tbaft  a 
friend  of  that  bank  should  make  this  proposition  novr,  and 
that  Mr.  G.  and  others,  who  were  so  much  opposed  to  As 
bank,  should  oppose  it.  Now  he  had  attributed  to  that 
gentleman  a  little  more  sagacity.  He  did  not  suppose 
that  any  gentleman  opposed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  would  wish  to  adopt  a  proposition  whhcb»  if  adopl- 
Oil,  would  compel  them  to  alter  the  title  of  the  bill  under 
consideration,  and  make  it  read,  <<  a  bill  for  the  benefit  ef 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 

What  was  .the  proposition  but  to  sell  the  bonds  of  the 
bank,  with  the  endorsement  of  the  United  States  open 
their  back ;  thereby  making  them,  in  eflbct»  the  bonds  eC 
the  United  Stetes?  And  that  the  gentleman  caBed  *«a 
divorce  and  separation  of  this  Government  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  !*'  They  were  to  endorse  the  bondt 
of  that  bank,  and  then  go  into  the  market  as  mercfaaniB 
and  sell  them,  with  the  endoisement  of  the  United  QtatH 
upon  them.  We  might  with  equal  propriety  diqiose  ef 
the  merchants'  bonds  in  the  same  manner. 

Wbat,  then,  would  be  the  nex>f  operation  1  Wby,  tint 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ironld  itself  indiiecHy  boy 
them.  Where  were  six  mil/ion«  of  dollars  to  be  raised? 
Was  there  any  capitalists  in  thi9  country,  or  any  associa- 
tion of  capitalists,  or  any  iaatiiution,  except  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  that  could,  sf  the  present  criais,  pur- 
chase this  stock  1  There  was  not  The  bank  wonld  have 
no  competitor^  and  would  itself  purchase  her  bonds,  not 
directly,  but  by  an  agtn^  who  would  pay  for  then 
by  drafts  on  some  banker  in  London,  aided,  ^rhapa,  by 
the  Bank  of  England.  They  would  be  tranamiued  to 
London,  and  the  bank  would  realize  an  immense  pro6t  by 
the  operation.  Mr.  C.  had  no  doubt  that  eveiy  fiiend  of 
the  bank  upon  that  floor  would  vote  for  the  pro]HMitioa, 
since  it  would  put  at  least  $100,000  (mors,  probably  half 
a  million)  into  the  poekete  of  the  stockholdera  of  that  in- 
stitution. But  how  is  it  proposed  to  realize  this  amoimt? 
When  is  it  to  be  paid-^whero,  and  in  what  descripUon^of 
money  ?  In  the  mean  time,  where  were  the  GoTommsnt 
debtors  to  procure  money  to  pay  their  debts  to  the  Govern- 
ment ?  Or  where  was  the  Government  itself  to  get  the 
means  of  psying  its  current  expenses  in  ivsry  quarter  sf 
the  Union  ?  Was  any  body  to  be  benefited  by  such  an 
operation  1     Nobody,  but  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  C.  said  there  were  two  extremes  to  this  proposition 
for  supplying  the  Treasury  with  means.  Before  he  would 
consent  to  put  forth  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  with  the  endorsement  of  the  Government  upon  thea^ 
and  then  send  them  thnragh  the  sgency  of  the  bank  tisdf 
to  England  for  disposal,  he  would  infinitely  prefer  at  once 
an  issue  of  Government  stock.  It  would  be  degiading  to 
this  countfy  to  issue  tte  credit  hi  the  form  of  an  endone- 
ment.     Theii  credit  was  amply  sufficient  without  any 
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anion  with  thai  of  th»  Bank  of  the  Uoitad  Slates.  The 
piopoaitioii.  for  stock  was  the  extieme  on  one  side.  It 
would  suit  veiy  well  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
\Uu  FiKTGBxa.]  It  would  suit  very  well  the  great  capi- 
tefisls  of  thia  eoantiy  who  wanted  to  make  investments. 
To  them  it  woold  give  relief,  verj  great  relief,  and  profit 
too;  bat  let  him  tell  the  gentleman  from  MaiiBachusetts, 
thst  the  meichanta  who  owe  their  bonda  to  the  custom- 
iMMne,  end  othna  who  have  debts  due  them  from  other 
Btstea^  woold  not  thank  the  gentleman.  Neither  would 
aerehants  in  the  Went  and  Southwest,  and  in  the  interior, 
tiiank  the  gentleman  for  substituting  a  stock  in  place  of 
ioppijing  them  with  a  medium  of  remittance  to  their  ere- 
dtovs  ia  the  Atlantic  cities.  An  issue  of  stock  was  one 
•nrme  of  the  proposition. 

I  The  other  extreme  was  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
Ifom  South  CaroJina,  [Mr.  Ruxtt,]  to  issue  treasury 
notes  without  interest.  Mr.  C.  spoke  not  then  of  tha 
abaiaelBr  of  notea  of  that  description ;  but  in  efi'ect  it  was 
best  iM  our  internal  circulation.  We  had,  however,  bills 
Wbie  us,  which  would  undoubtedly  psss,  postponing  al- 
pwst  ail  our  Treaaury  receipts  till  Uie  next  year.  There 
pas  daager,  therefor^  that  such  notes  would  become,  de- 
iPMiated.  Ae  Mr.  G.  said,  when  up  before,  hie  did  not 
pM  this  Government  to  issue  Treasury  notee  of  any  de- 
■i^lioB,  in  any  form  whatsoever,  liable  to  depreciation. 
phsre  was  already  an  outcry  throughout  the  country 
PiHBBt  depredated  paper.  We  had  too  much  of  it  now ; 
pad  the  evil  would  be  augmented,  if  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
imaent  ahould  become  depreciated.  He  was  anxious  to 
nsfd  against  that  event.  For  this  reason,  among  qthers^ 
W  ^  therefore  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  better, 
all  iateresta  into  consideration,  to  adopt  the  issue  of 
notea  bearing  a  moderate  rate  of  interest. 
The  beneficiel  effect  of  these  notes  would  be  felt  from 
and  of  the  Union  to  the  other.  Take  the  south weat- 
oountry  alone.  They  would  be  paid  out  for  the  ex- 
of  the  Florida  war,  and  for  other  expenditures  in 
ht  interior.     This  would  enable  the  merchants,  through 

rmt  to  liquidate  their  debts  in  the  Atlantic  cities.  When, 
the  fonoa  of  remittances,  they  reached  these  points,  they 
MnU  be  paid  into  the  custom-houses,  or  remitted  abroad. 
|ha  anoiuit  iaeued  in  the  northeast,  either  for  expenditures 
prto  ittse  moans  for  the  Treasury,  would  also  be  in  part 
Mwrhsssd  for  remittances  abroad-  But  the  two  gentlemen 
pifli  Maaucbuaetts,  [Messrs  FLSTcasa  and  PaiLLtrs,]  or 
bast  one  of  them,  tell  us  that  they  will  not  be  sent  abroad.; 
why  1  Because  the  certificates  were  not  in  duplicate! 
,  sir,  are  certificates  of  bank  and  State  stocks,  of  which 
are  remitted  to  Europe,  isaued  in  duplicate  1  But 
Tceasary  notes  were  payable  in  twelve  months,  and 
not  therefore  ^  negotiated.  Sir,  what  have  we  seen 
a  few  months  past  1  Have  we  not  seen  the  twelve 
bond*  of  the  United  States  Bank  remitted  to  Lon- 
and  sold  there  1  Nay,  have  we  not  even  aeen  the 
of  the  Morris  Canal  Con^pany — an  institution,  by 
way,  not  of  the  most  unquestionable  credit — have  we 
n  even  the  bonds  of  that  company  remitted  and  sold 
1  Yet,  sir,  gentlemen  tell  us  that  five  per  cent.Treas- 
aolas,iaaoed  by  the  Government  ofthe  Umted  States,  can- 
be  remitted  to  discharge  any  portion  of  our  foreign  debt! 
leondosion,  Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  the  House  would 
soch  a  measure  as  would  go  to  maintain  the  credit 
this  Government,  by  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury 
with  interest  The  sale  of  the  bonda  might  be  very 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  issue  of 
night  be  advantageous  to  our  banks  and  capitalists. 
Treasury  notes  without  interest  wouU  relieve  Qur  in- 
trade  from  much  embarrassment;  but  Treasury  notes 
interest  would  essentially  afford  relief  to  every  part  of 
Union,  and  aid  in  equalizing  our  internal  and  external 
•ttfaaages. 
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Mr.  THOMAS  thought  it  extraordinary  that  gentlemen 
should  bring  forward  proposition  after  proposition  to^au- 
thori^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  drafts  on  the 
banKs^  which  would  be  bought  up  and  thrown  back  on  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  immediately.  It  wee  well  known 
that  we  must  borrow  money  in  some  way  or  other,  and 
this  being  the  case,  he  took  it  that  the  better  plan  would 
be  to  have  as  many  bidders  as  possible.  The  bank  bonds 
could  not  be  bought  by  any  but  large  capitalists,  while  the 
Treasury  notes  could  be  taken  up  by  every  merchant ;  so 
that  the  aimple  question  was,  whether  we  should  put  those 
bonds  in  the  market,  which  would  command  but  few  bid- 
ders, or  whether  we  should  put  in  the  market  the  notes 
which  every  merchant  in  tne  country  could  take.  He 
thought  it  perfectly  plain  that  the  notes  would  answer  the 
best  purpose. 

.  Mr.  BOULDIN  rose  and  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  will  not  detain  the  House  with  apologies 
for  doing  that  which  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  this 
House,  as  well  as  his  privilege— I  mean,  to  express  his 
opinions  to  the  House  and  to  his  constituents.  I  would 
not,  however,  trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  of  mine, 
were  it  not  for  what  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^ 
[Mr.  CAMBaxLXHG,]  had  said  in  regard  to  those  who  might 
vote  for  this  amendment.  He  said,  sir,  if  I  understood 
him,  that  any  man  who  might  vote  for  it,  at  the  same 
time  being  a  hearty  opponent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  was  wanting  in  sagacity.  Sir,  I  mean  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  ofthe  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and  also 
for  the  addition  to  that  amendment  ofiered  by  my  colleague; 
and  I  thought  I  had  sagacity  enough  to  know  that  it  will 
have  no  tendency  to  recharter  that  bank.  If  it  has  any 
such  tendency,  I  would  be  glad  to  be  informed  how,  and 
will  go  against  it.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  haa 
not  shown  how.  He  haa  shown  that  ii  any  profit  can  ha 
made,  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States  of  Pennsylvania  will 
make  it  I'his  I  knew.  If  there  be  any  profit  to  be  made 
of  consequence,  that  bank,  or  some  bank,  or  some  capital- 
ist, Dr  some  association  of  capitalists,  will  make  it  But 
that  is  not  a  recharter  of  the  bank. 

Sir,  I  am  against  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  heart  outward.  I  am  not  one  of  tho^e  who  would  have 
the  constitution  altered  to  allow  one.  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who,  while  they  are  against. a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  will  ransack  new  and  old — heaven  and  earth — to 
find  reasons  to  show  we  cannot  do  without  one.  I  am  op- 
jpoecd  to  it  on  the  ground  of  unconstitutionality,  for  rea- 
sons often  urged,  familiar,  and  not* necessary  to  be  repeated 
here.  I  am  against  it,  because  I  am  against  privileged  or- 
ders in  this  country.  I  am  not  willing  to  give  any  heart- 
lees  corporation  the  right  and  the  power  to  raise  the  price 
of  property  to  what  it  pleases,  and  depress  it  to  what  it 
pleases,  without  the  consent,  or  even  the  knowledge  of  the 
owner.  This  corporation,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
certainly  had  this  power,  and  as  certainly  exercised  it,  by 
expanding  or  contracting  its  issues.  Issue  a  great  deal, 
property  sells  high;  contract  a  great  deal,  property  sells  for 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing.  Sir,  I  listened  with  the  at- 
tention due  to  talent  and  character  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  SxaexAirT,]  as  I  had  opportunity  for 
several  days.  I  did  so,  with  that  pleasure  that  a  display 
of  talept  always  gives  me.  He  spok  with  great  earnestness 
of  the  condition  of  his  constituents,  wlio,  it  seems,  aie 
mostly  merchants,  and  it  made  me  feel  more  sensibly  for 
my  own. 

He  spoke  of  their  enterprise  and  perseverance,  skill  and 
success  in  trade,  and  I  foel  a  pride  in  their  character  as  cit- 
izens of  my  own  country.  Sir,  I  knew  that  they  bad  ta- 
ken to  themselves  wings  and  flown  to  the  uttermost  parte 
of  the  earth,  and  over  the  most  dreary  and  dangerous  re- 


1203 


GALES  &  SEATON^S  REGISTER 


1284 


H.  01 R.] 


Dreasury  t^^Us, 


[Oc9.  §,  iwr. 


gions  of  the  sea.  He  said  they  tvere  in  great  drstreWy  and 
I  was  sorrowful  to  tbe  heart  that  they  should  be  so.  I 
.  have  inquired  into  the  cause  of  that  distress,  and  under- 
stand that,  in  a  regular  ciourse  of  trade,  they  endeavored  to 
purchase  the  produce  of  the  fanner  and  planter— of  my 
constituentii,  who  are  farmers  and  planters— at  a  price  at 
Whidi  they  could  make  a  profit,  and  behold  they  made  a 
loss,  and  were  obliged  to  self  for  half  what  they  gave.  If 
they  had  made  a  profit,  as  they  anticipated,  we  should  have 
heard  nothing  of  their  aMictions ;  they  have  made  a  hard 
bed  for  themseWcs,  and  their  faithful  and  talented  repre- 
sentative argues,  as  I  understand  the  effect  of  his  proposi- 
tion, to  have  a  United  States  bank,  or,  rather,  the  same 
dne  rechartered,  to  take  his  constituents  off  that  hard  bed 
nnd  put  mine  on.  Now,  sir,  I  have  regard  for  the  mer- 
chants, as  I  have  for  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States : 
but  when  the  question  is  simply,  whether  his  constituents 
shall  lie  on  this  hard  bed  of  their  own  making,  or  mine 
shall ;  when  the  question  is  simply  betw^n  hlli  consUtuents 
and  mine,  which  shall  be  in  aflliction,  I  prefer  mine  should 
not  be. 

Sir,  1  have  listened  to  the  various  arguments  coming  from 
«  certain  large  portion  of  this  House,  friends  of  a  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  they  appear  to  resolve  themselves 
into  this,  **  there  is  no  oUier  name  given  under  heaven 
whereby  a  man  might  be  saved,"  eicepting  only  by  and 
through  a  bank  of  the  United  States!  Sir,  if  I  believed 
that  it  would  relieve  the  people,  or  even  the  merchants,  and 
tiot  hurt  the  other  people,  knd  was  not  unconstitutional,  I 
"should  be  greatly  tempted  to  go  for  it;  for  it  gives  me  pain 
io  see  any  suffer.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  "believe ~it  will  relieve 
the  people  in  general,  or  fail  to  ruin  a  vast  proportion  of 
them — whatever  it  may  do  with  the  merchants. 

Its  ))aper,  truly,  might  enable  the  merchants  to  pay  their 
'debts  in  Europe.  But  how  t  By  restoring  specie  pay- 
ments. And  how  is  this  to  be  done  when  there  is,  propor- 
tionally to  the  engagements  now  due,  or  to  become  due  short- 
ly, from  the  banks  and  their  customers,  scarcely  any  specie 
in  the  Country  t  Sir,  it  must  be  by  substituting  the  paper 
of  the  United  States  Bank  for  that  now  in  circulation. 
How  can  they  pay  specie  without  reducing  the  quantity  of 
paper  circulation  1  This  might  enable  the  merchants  to 
^y  their  debto  in  bank  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Btates;  and  probably  would,  if  they  1ms  prudent,  without 
trouble.  But  what  would  become  of  my  constituente  ?  Sir, 
*tiiey  would  be  put  Upon  the  hard  bed,  and  those  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  SsuoKAMrt]  be  uken 
off  it.  Mine  would  be  sold  out,  instead  of  his,  to  raise 
this  specie — to  make  a  currency  to  pay  debts  abroad.  To 
make  a  fit  currency  for  a  man  to  travel  from  one  end  of  tbe 
world  to  the  other  without  suffering  discount,  wearing  their 
pockets  out  with  specie,  or  be  troubled  with  changing  notes. 
Sir,  my  constituents  owe  no  debts  abroad  beyond  seas,  and 
few  of  them  travel  beyond  their  own  credit;  much  fewer 
heyond  the  creilit  of  their  own  bank  paper.  Why,  th6n, 
should  they,  or  I  for  them,  take  steps  that  will  reduce  all 
their  paper  contracts  to  i^pecie  settlements,  and  thus  sell 
themselves  out  1  Sir,  it  was  against  the  wish  and  will  of 
the  people  that  banka^  such  as  we  have  them,  were  created. 
They  were  made  by  their  agents,  and  they  with  their  love 
t>f  peace  and  order  submitted,  and  submit  to  it. 

The  people  were  then  compelled,  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States^  to  make  their  contracts,  in  effect  contrary  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to  that  of  every 
State,  in  paper.  Sir,  the  contracts,  whether  cash  or  cre- 
dit, are  all  iu  paper  prices.  If  you  have  your  gold,  and  I 
httve  my  paper,  and  you  bid  and  I  bid,  my  paper  fixes  the 
'price,  unless  the  paper  is  above  par  with  the  gold.  All 
contracts,  executors'  bonds,  guardians'  bonds,  and  all,  are 
in  paper  valuation ;  and,  while  a  man  has  money  out  on 
loan,  and  thinks  himself  safe,  he  may  be  sold  out;  his  bed 
ttay  ba  sold  from  under  his  wife,  to  pay  off  some  security 


debt  in  gold  and  i^lver,  for  a  debt  cdntiacted  as  seeunty  fcr 
Sonre  prudent  man  possibly  some  twenty  yeara  since ;  and 
which  debt,  when  contracted,  was  contracted  in  papor.  Or 
it  might  possiMy  be,  as  security  for  some  guavdian  of  aa 
infant,  having  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  predeneeof  As 
guavdian,  as  weH  as  of  his  solvency  and  integrity,  wi» 
might  be  himself  a  money  lender,  and  who,  wi^  the  con- 
sent  of  the  security,  bad  received  the  tales  of  produce  on 
property,  all  at  paper  prices ;  and,  however  wortUeaa  and 
extrnvagant  the  ward  might  be,  the  goaidian  and  aeeorily^ 
both  money  lenders,  both  prudent  men,  might  be  aidd  eat 
to  raise  specie,  if  suddenly  called  upon,  tomakeabeHer 
currency,  or,  for  other  reasons,  just  as  this  ward  came  of 
age.  A  public  creditor,  in  order  to  get  his  money  in  Dni- 
ted  States  Bank  notes,  liable  neither  to  diaceimt  nor  ov«f>- 
burden  a  man,  to  the  amotmt  of  a  thousand  dollan^  may 
and  will  find,  in  many  instances,  his  bed  adld  from  landca 
him  to  ptiy  some  other  contraM,  made  perhaps  yean  mg^ 
either  his  o^wtr,  or  as  security  for  some  one,  who,  let  4rinfa 
go  on  gradually,  could  pay.  Many  a  man,  to  save  ftve  or 
ten  per  cent,  discount  on  the  transfer  of  a  note  from  one 
distant  State  to  another,  would  have  me  vote  for  a  Uaiiei 
States  bank,  when,  were  I  to  doit^  and  mine  were  tlie  eael- 
ing  vote,  it  would,  for  other  contracts  made  at  paper  piiMs 
and  resolved  into  specie  settlements,  now  when  Aeie  is  a 
great  debt  beyond  the  seas,  sell  the  toead  out  of  the  montha 
of  his  children.  I  think  I  know  a  case  of  this  sort  Sir, 
I  am  against  selling  the  people  out  in^is  way,  either  by  Ike 
help  of  a  hank  of  Uie  United  States,  or  without  it,  in  ofder 
to  make  a  better  currency  for  merehants  and  trwellen^  or 
for  the  next  generation. 

As  to  banks,  I  never  would  have  originated  them,  and 
would  get  rid  of  them  all,  if  I  could  do  to  vrithoot  iQuiing 
the  people  or  greatly  injuring  them.  They  came  on  grad- 
ually. Let  them  go  off  gradually.  If  one  loee  fiv«  par 
cent.,  and  another  the  like,  until  tbe  iMuk  note  is  ianl»  it 
does  not  press  as  hard  as  for  one  to  lose  all  and  be  aold  eat. 
Let  them  go  off  by  depreciation  by  degrees,  as  it  canac  en 
by  appreciation  by  degrees. 

Sir,  I  view  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  cocnpaind  to  a 
State  bank,  as  a  roytd  Asiatic  tiger  to  a  cat.     The  eaniein 
spedes,  nature,  and  manner  of  doing  mtscbtef ;  difletiag 
only  in  the  pdwef.     They  have,  generally,  as  for  aa  I  have 
looked  into  their  charters,  this  other  odiouaexclnalve  ptivi- 
lege.     The  property  of  the  stockholden  ia  exempt  froai  e>- 
eeution  by  a  creditor  or  a  bank,  while  a  co-partner  of  m  omt- 
cantile  company,  or  An  individual,  is  liable  in  hie  propeity 
to  the  last  cent,  and  his  body  liable  to  he  incarcenied,  pat 
in  prison.     This,  then,  may  happen :  a  stockholder  in  one 
of  these  banks  may  buy  your  vrhole  estate,  worth  one  hon- 
dred  thounmd  doHars,  and  take  possession  of  it  and  iiold, 
and,  together  with  his  brethren  who  may  have  done  ths 
like  with  others,  declare  the  bank  broken,  taking  ente  lo 
have  no  tangible  property,  and  leave  you  vrith  tiieir 
You  cannot  touch  them  or  their  property.     Nay, 
the  one  that  bought  your  property  and  holds  it  in 
of  you,  may,  with  one  of  the  notes  of  this  banic, 
bought  your  bond  for  a  thousand  dollars,  more  or  lesa^  and 
put  you  in  jail  for  it,  and,  sir,  walk  at  large  Mmaelf.     Sir, 
they  have,  at  this  tiibe,  the  hitch  upon  us :  not  we  npsa 
them.     Much  as  I  dislike  such  exdusive  privileges  and 
monopolies,  and  unjust  advantages,  I  am  notwiflingts 
sell  the  people's  be^  from  under  them  for  Ae  benefit  ef 
one  of  them,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the  test,  or  to  spifs 
them  all  by  requiring  settlements  of  paper  eontracte  now 
in  existence,  at  specie  prices,  now  when  there  ie  none  ia 
the  country,  or  next  to  none.     Sir,  I  understand  that.  III 
a  very  short  time  past,  forty  millions  have  been  laid  oot 
in  land  in  the  wilderness ;  that,  clear  of  interrat  on  the 
purchase  money,  will  not  yield  forty  cents  profit  to  th^  pre- 
sent boldere  In  forty  yeare  to  come.     That  aomething  lifca 
fif^  millions  are  lost  on  tbe  last  crop  of  cotton,  and  pra- 
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{■rtMMlljF  10  tob«oeo  waA  ne^^  ^nmm^ag^  in  the  wfaole, 
m  ionelhng  Uks  one  hoodrad  dhIUom.     Tbif,  of  ilael^ 
Im  cn^tsd  a  inrMt  debt  abpoad,  and  a  coneeqaant  d«iM]id 
§m  ipeeie  at  ttkia  time,  attd  niuat  pot  oar  baakiaff  iiMtitii- 
tan  la  mmek  diflk^ilCf »  ia  lelation  to  apaeie,  witboui  aaj 
Ihiag  dM.-.   Amkariaed  as  ihtj  aia  to  iaaue  thfeaor  fow^ 
ar  oor*  tiona  aa  maeh  in;  Mtoa  aa  th^  have  spacia  IB  tbair 
vtolKk  ia  obrioas,  if  tbey  da  aay  yaofitaUa  boaweee.  and 
mtimAbf  thair  ahMilgr  to  pay  dobia  on  danaad  in  epaaie^ 
«V  are  brokoA  Iroai  tbe  ftiat.     Their  solvamqr,  in  that 
^"**>  ^mdm  o«  the  accidentai  oircuiaataacea  of  thair 
cadiliMi  aft  eotuingr  et  oaoa.    If  too  many  do  Bot^ciil  at 
aa  aaJw^  tine  Iheyaaa  payia  apacio;  oiberwiaa  not: 
e»  Ihit  av  aaeority  doponda  wholly,  ia  good  timee  or  bad 
<MM»  open  the  aoeideiitai  etneuiiMlaBeo  of  aU  their  cfcdi. 
tor%  or  evon  of  low  than  a  moiety  of  then,  oiliing  apon  the 
hakaafl  at  omo.     Whwi,  then,  ihera  ie aiieh  a  denend 
Ar^ndetopay  Aiagioat  dabt  abroad,  and  whan  tboie  ie 
m  greet  eorpoMtion  with  aaeh  vaet  naoanseeb  iiiU  cling- 
»g  Ie  Iho  ne«io  of  Beak  of  tho  Uailed  8tatee^  ondoavor^ 
jgrto  eenvMo  «e  by  all  poeeiblo  meane— I  will  say  all 
W^  reaaaa— ^h«t  i^e  alone  can  keep  on  a  good  onrtaB- 
■r  s  end  whan  thara  ia  a  powarfol  party  fnHy  patauaded* 
IM  by  aU  laodaUe  meoM  andeaforing  to  ehow  that  thie 
Miawfeation  baa  pvodaaed,  and  ia  prodociog,  oonfoeioD 
•■d  reiwhief  in  all  our  iwcal  oonoerne,  ie  it  etnuiga  that  eo 
leany  ihoold  call  at  once  that  these  banks  cannot  pay  epedo 
fcr  their  Mlea!    Oovtainly  it  v  not;  and  Jho  people  do  not 
Winder  it  atrango.     Their  notee,  in  their  reepeeti^e  die- 
^m,  will  buy  move  property  than  epeeie  woald  have 
Meght  bet  year.     Thie  ehows  the  people  ara  not  soiprked 
•throwd  at  the  fact  of  their  alopping  payment  of  specie. 
1N»  we  aea  teld  by  gantlemen  that  tbaro  is  great  dietrees, 
«ii  it  ientimaied  that  these  ie  no  relief  bnt  by  a  bank  of 
jfeeUniied  telae.     When  is  tbo  dieUeas  t     What  is  it  7 
»Me  bred  epacuialere  and  meichante  hava  bongbt  ftt  1^ 
IJiBes  and  eoU  at  low  prieaa.     They  have  often  bought  at 
m  piioea  and  aold  at  high  piioeeb  and  hafo  atopped  pay- 
tait,  and  the  banke  atopped  pay tng  speoie»  bnt  not  making 
motj  by  shana^  tiie  people.     Travellore  are  peeterad 
ybsMaphunsia ;  yet»  the  bolk  of  the  people  are  yet  un- 
Mioicapft  by  the  dread  that»  by  a  bonk  of  the   United 
^^^^  Mag  created*  or  in  some  other  way,  their  paper  oon- 
*ncli  viU  be  foroed  to  be  adjoeteii  in  epeeie,  and  tbue  eeU 
wir  property  for  Mttle  or  nottnng,  as  wnadonoin  l«l^ 
iM,  aad  18S0,  and  to  make  a'niee  coirency.     Sir,  the 
ottk  af  tbo  United  filtatee  then  made  it,  bat  how  and  at 
whit  aipense  1     It  waa  ray  bard  Ibrtada  to  taeto  eeme  of 
«e  biuer  froits  of  relief  then  ofiered  aad  now  offered,  by 
*|^befthe  United  States.     Having  enconraged  specn- 
hlieD  m  that  day«  as  banke  have  done  in  this  day,  so  much 
w  the  pnadent  waa  eo  dieapproTcd  of  that  be  wee  die- 
■>hi«d  and  another  one  choeen,  that  bank  began  to  make 
egBod  cnrreney ;  anch  an  one  ae  ie  now  offered  ns,  having 
"■  flpecse  than  almost  any  other  bank  of  any  credit  in  her 
*«ihs;  but,  backed  by  tho  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
■ed  the  rrcetpis  of  the  revenoe  of  the  Ihiited  States,  to  the 
e^eoat  ol  soma  twenty  or  more  millions,  she  required  all 
f^  bioks,  bat  herself,-  to  pay  apeoie,  needing  not  to  do 
^^hanstf  eieepl  nominally,  boeaaee  ehe  had  tbe  receipt  and 
wihiinanieot  of  the  reven  ua.   Her  stock  stood  at  something 
ws  a  hoodred  and  fifty ;  and  that  of  a  bank,  having  more 
^P^f  and  mider  better  management,  sunk  to  sixty.  Then 
it  wst,  sir,  that,  the  State  banks  being  called  on  to  r^nme 
<VBete  psymsnts^  which  conld  be  done  in  no  way  but  by 
dmaing  in  their  own  notea  to  give  place  for  some  few  ia 
poportioii  of  the  United  Statee  Bank,  I  taatied  the  fnU^ 
^  sir,  not  tbe  foil,  for  othetfe  got  greater  benefite  and  re- 
lief than  I  did^— than  it  was  that  I  myeelf  enjoyed  a  pop- 
^  of  the  relief  now  odered  by  tho  Bank  of  tho  United 
6wss  and  its  friends,  having  joet  before  ptirchaied  proper- 
tji  liad,  St  the  previons  peper  prices.     To  make  a  good 


Qoerenoy  for  travellen  endmerehantsy  the  relieC  I  obtained 
wes  that  I  found  infinite  difficulty  of  getting  either  specie 
or  paper  to  meet  those  engagements.  Othen  of  my  friepds, 
pnident  bat  lees  fortnnnta,  had  their  property  sold  out  en- 
tirely to  meet  engagements  which  were  ss  prudent  and 
oircumspeat,  but  for  this  relief,  as  could  well  be.  Then  it 
was  that  a  vast  proportion  of  the  land  owners  on  the  Roan- 
oke, from  the  mountains  to  the  ocean,  were  relieved  of  the 
further  trouble  of  their  estates  which  bad  been  in  tbe  hands 
of  them  and  their  forefathers  for  ages  before.  Some  had 
bought  an  advancement  for  a  child ;  some  owed  a  small 
store  debt  i  some  one  smaU  matter  and  some  another,  noth- 
ing unusual ;  when  this  relief  came  and  they  enjoyed  the 
whole  benefit  of  it  by  beingf,  with  their  families,  turned 
edrift  upon  the  world,  to  make  a  good  currency  for  others* 
Sir,  a  traveller  ia  a  good  deal  plagued  to  change  his  money, 
end  it  ia  very  comfortable  to  haxo  monoj  4^et  is  not  heavy 
and  wiU  pass  any  where  if  convenient.  It  is  not  so  wpn- 
decfol,  considering  the  nature  and  frailly  of  moo,  that  such 
men  should  be  willing  to  give  every  thing  up  to  the  con- 
trol of  a  bank  of  the  United  States  for  convenience.  A 
a^n  goes  to  a  certain  place  hereafter,  which  from  all  ac- 
oounte  is  not  desirable  for  convenience,  stUl  he  cannot  deny 
himself  the  piasent  .gretificatioi^  -to  avoid  the  distant  but 
g^eat  evil  before  him.  Intereet  nexer  carried  a  man  there; 
but  what  think  you,  eir,  of  a  man  who  has  no  occsjuon  to 
travel,  no  debte  beyond  the  seas,  nor  out  of  his  neighbor- 
hood, no  debuet  all;  suffering  all  these  privations  and  sac- 
rificai^  availing  himself  of  this  kind  of  relief,  and  beggar- 
ing hie  whole  fomily  and  his  neighboiy  1  This  may  hap<- 
pen  to  a  man  out  of  debt.  There  are  few  who  have  not 
been  guardian  or  executor,  administrator  or  security,  for 
some  of  them  who  may,  though  ever  so  prudent,  be  called 
on  to  sufier  Ihie  kind  of  relief.  I  cannot  speak  for  dayi^ 
I  leave  etatietiea  to  periodically  and  details  to  those  who 
may  qhooee  to  indulge  in  them ;  but  I  submit  to  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  whether  the  premus  benks  that  have  been  char- 
tered, and  especially  ^e  Bank  of  the  United  States,  have 
not  taken  the  people  rether  by  surprise  1  Whether  the 
people  have  not,  when  they  were  informed  that  one  was 
oontemplatedi  generally  refused  to  elect  men  who  went  for 
them  1  J  iniiM  not  assert  that  this  ia  true  in  every  case,  but 
I  believe  ft  to  be  true  generally. 

To  come- more doeely  to  the  amendments  now  imder 
immediate  consideration.  Having  said  enough,  I  hope,  to 
satisfy  any  one  that  I  have  not  only  voted  and  spoken  hith- 
erto i^inst  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  but  am  against  it, 
I  have  little  veneration  for  our  banking  institutions  of  any 
sort.  I  will  now  oome  more  closely  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  immediatQly  before  us.  Sir,  I  s«id,  a  few 
<ieys  agO|  that  I  preferred  to  make  sale  of  these  bonds  due 
for  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  a  means  ol 
raising  money,  but  did  not  think  there  was  any  chance  to 
gat  it  through  this  House.  I  am  for  it  still ;  I  am  for  getting 
dear  of  all  the  money  in  the  Treasury  not  necessity.  I 
want  as  much  there  as  is  necessary  and  no  more.  I  want 
the  administration  to  have  its  constitutional  patronage  and 
no  more. 

Sometimes,  it  seems,  we  have  millions  on  millions ;  then 
we  have  .none ;  which  is.it,  sir  1  If  these  bonds  are  of  no 
value,  let  them  go ;  do  not  tantalize  us  with  them  as  means. 
If  our  deposites  in  the  State  banks  are  of  no  value,  let  us 
know  it ;  if  they  are,  let  us  use  them.  They  are  certainly 
considered  as  of  value ;  for  the  bill  to  withhold  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  put  every  Slate  in  the  Union,  as  it 
appeara  to  me,  in  a  state  of  duress  but  a  few  days  ago.  The 
money  being,  in  any  way,  under  the  control  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  such  an  amount  is  dangerous  in  the  extreme.  Th^ 
mere  supposition  that  it  is  there,  should  it  not  be  really 
there,  is  capable  of  producing  all  this  duress  and  confusion. 
Let  us  in  some  way  get  clear  of  it  if  we  have  it,  and  of  the 
mischievous  delusion  if  we  have  it  not.   If  we  sacrifice  some 
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of  it,  it  19  the  people's  own  rooney,  and  they  can  better  bear 
this  sacrifice  than  the  sale  of  their  property,  or  taking  more 
money  out  of  their  pockets. 

I  have  said  nothing,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  particular  mer- 
its of  the  bill,  but  only  of  some  of  the  amendments,  and 
have  availed  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  throw  oat  some 
of  my  opinions  generally  in  regard  to  the  means  of  relief 
from  the  present  difficulties.  I  will  go  a  very  lilUe  fortber, 
and  trouble  tbe  House  no  longer.  In  my  opinion,  the 
whole  difliculty  arises  from  our  having,  or  having  had,  or 
having  supposed  we  had,  and  still  supposing  we  have,  too 
much  money  in  the  Treasury.  Remove  this,  and  alt  is  sim- 
ple and  easy. 

I  agree  perfectly  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  believing  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  providing  a 
Curreney,  further  or  other  than  as  the  constitution  literal- 
ly mentions.  That  instrument  fixes  a  standard  to  be  used 
when  debtor  and  credit6r  come  to  points,  and  c«linot  agree 
as  to  what  the  debt  shall  be  paid  in.  The  debtor  can 
get  clear  by  offering,  and  the  creditor  can  require,  if  he 
pleases  to  do  so,  the  specie  which  is  the  standard.  Con- 
gress cannot  add  to  nor  take  from  this  privilege,  in  regard 
to  either.  Every  law  about  money,  without  saying  more, 
refera  to  specie  only.  Every  judgment;  every  execution 
for  money,  without  any  thing  more  said  in  relation  as  to 
that  point,  is  for  specie  of  course.  The  Treasurer  and  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury  have  by  the  constitution  the  control 
of  the  money  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. You  may  9helter  them  by  authorizing  them  to  place 
the  money  in  this  or  in  that  bank.  But  you  cannot  make 
them  more  responsible. 

I  heard,  sir,  a  great  man,  I  admit  him  to  be  so,  proving 
that  somehow  the  notes  of  a  bank  which  did  not  pay  specie 
were  paper  money,  but  that  the  notes  of  a  bank  that  paid 
specie  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder,  were  not  paper  money. 
The  notes  of  banks  last  year  were  not  paper  money !  7*be 
notes  of  the  same  bank  this  year  are  paper  money !  Yet 
the  same  notes  this  year  will  buy  more  property  than  tbe 
specie  they  promised  to  pay,  baa  it  been  got,  would  have 
bought.  Paper  money  this  year,  then,  is  better  than  specie 
last  year.  Make  a  law  directing  the  officer  to  place  his 
money  in  a  specie  paying  bank ;  it  is  grounded  on  distrust 
of  the  officer.  If  he  be  not  honest,  I  say  it  shdltere  him } 
for  he  may  take  witnesses,  and  demand  specie  fot  perhaps 
a  note  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  get  It,  and  then 
deposite  five  hundred  thousand  under  the  law,  and  ha 
and  the  bank  may  divide  it  in  specie,  and  stop  specie  pay- 
ments. 

There  is  no  getting  round  it.  Put  the  money  in  an  iron 
chest,  and  who  is  to  keep  the  key  1  Defend  it  with  bayo* 
nets,  and  who  is  to  keep  the  bayonets  off  it?  There  h  no 
way  to  keep  such  vast  sums  safely  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
immediate  owners. 

But  stick  to  the  simplicity  of  the  constitution.  Colleot 
money  for  the  only  legitimate  object  for  which  you  have 
the  right  to  collect  it.  Let  tbe  law  call  for  money,  and 
nothing  more;  and  direct  money  to  be  paid,  and  noth- 
ing more — I  mean,  naming  the  amounts,  to  whom  pay- 
able, 6lc. 

If  the  public  creditor  demand  specie,  by  the  constitution 
he  must  have  it.  If  he  should  not,  the  collecting  officer 
being,  as  he  should  always  when  he  can  be,  the  disbundng 
officer,  the  thing  is  settled  naiurally  and  eanly  in  the  usual 
way,  in  any  money  that  is  current  at  the  time.  How  sim- 
ply and  easily  this  thing  is  exemplified  in  the  case  of  sher- 
ifl^,  constables,  and  such  like  officers  in  the  collection  of 
private  debts,  and  the  revenue  of  some  of  the  States.  Very 
little  money  is  lost  in  their  hands.  None  are  very  jealous 
of  their  power  and  station.  Ten  times  the  amount  of  the 
proper  revenue  of  the  United  States  is  thus  collected  of  pri- 
vate claims  and  demands,  with  very  little  loss  in  the  course 
of  the  year. 


All  these  judgnMita  and  ezecvtions,  &c,  sr  mMif 
with  any  exception,  are  for  gold  and  silver,  and  jMthif 
produce  little  or  no  diflieolty  or  alarm.  And  whj,  m^.  I( 
is,  th«t  there  in  a  creditor,  or  ptaintiff,  watching  andiia^ 
to  receive  his  debt  in  any  current  meoey,  and  apediUMl 
either  demanded,  or  expected  to  be  deoandad.  Soktls^ 
has  been,  and  will  be,  with  tke  Government,  «b«  it  hi 
no  mole  money  than  It  needed,  and  did  not  attan{«,  ky 
bank  or  otherwise,  to  regulate  the  cnnency.  If  tiNGflV' 
ermnent  have  a  little  more  than  iicaa  imnediatelypyfl^ 
and  lose  some  by  depreciation  or  otherwise^  it  friH  belrt 
small  in  all  probability,  and  they  ought  to  loaeit,  uodbn 
are  liable  to  do.  As  to  large  rarpiuaes  either  here,  or  M^ 
about  among  the  Slates,  I  wonld  aa  soon  ondertikiti^ 
minister  medicine  to  tbe  dead  as  to  produce  a-eare  fer  th 
evil  eflecta  while  the  fact  remained. 

These  operatiwiSk  sir,  are  simple  and  easy  in  njeiii' 
matton ;  but  let  the  sheriffs  and  eeoataUes,  bankitiidiki 
like,  undertake  to  rognlato  tbe  eoneney  and  deiaiad  ^ 
de,  and  inaiat  upoa  it  whether  the  «tedRor  or  dcbtorvfll* 
ed  either  to  reeeise  or  to  pay  It  or  not,  you  wovU  bi* 
trouble  enough.  No  man  would  venture  to  inflkA  ^ 
genenlly.  Few  men  fail  to  adjust  theee  things  to  tbe  «!• 
isfadtion  of  the  people  if  poenble.  It  ia  only  ia  •  nm* 
about  way  through  a  bank,  as  it  was  done  in  1S19«1| 
and  about  that  time,  that  this  cnielty  can  bsexM»^ 
inflicted. 

To  eenclttde,  then,  air,  I  will  vote  for  theiaholiM 
bond*,  or  any  other  funds  belonging  to  the  United  ftiM| 
wkh  a  view  of  getting  clear  of  all  surpluses,  mrfgf'g 
posed.  I  want  to  aqusie  off.  The  more  we  trstatiBlM 
with  or  without  money,  the  more  likelihood  thoeii^ 
we  Aiay  at  last  have  to  open  the  doom  to  tfansbaok,  wM 
with  its  oki  name  and  old  propenattieBi  ia  joA  at  th»ll^iv 
old,  waiting  for  a  chance  to  entes.  It  has  been  (lAen  m 
that  that  bank  makes  no  apptication  here  at  this  mM 
waita  fbr  the  proptr  time.  Andwfaen  iatheproiMrtiiv 
Just,  I  suppose,  when  H  haa  thrown  «o  many  dilfieillNl 
and  obstadesi  and  argoments,  and  objections  in  tlw  <|^ 
of  eveiy  thing  we  can  propose'or  offer  that  we  are  *iON 
to  caU  on  them.  They  do  not  bring  in  any  bill  l"MJ 
they  endeavor  to  dfl«a  out  aU  billa  until  tona  am  «■ 
bring  that  in.  It  appears  to  me  in^poasible  tbittM 
ahonld  not  feel  hioioelf  besieged  here  by  thateorpofiM 
from  year  to  year.  It  has  been  the  oaae  eter  atnea  I  ei> 
here.  The  atages  were  broken  down,  and  wrapfiing  pj 
rednerd  in  prioe  from  four  oenta  a  pound  to  tbvR,  m 
melancholy  and  alarming  repreaentationa  of  evils  tbetM^ 
have  happened.  I  have  voted  for  measures,  I  expael  ag 
to  vote  for  measures  1  do  not  altogether  like,  for  fieartW 
at  last,  that  institution  should  be  rechartered,  which  I^ 


as  injurious  to  the  whole  Union^  and  pailieolarly  deitii 
tive  to  the  prosperity  of  the  South.  Sir,  why  ii  it  ■ 
New  Orleans,  exporting,  as  she  does,  an  amount  of  p 
duce  far  more  than  any  one  State  in  the  Union,  erci « 
New  York,  should  not  be  ab}e  to  import  diieelly  $nj^ 
worth  speaking  of  from  abroad  1  It  ia  not  becaiw  • 
wants  cunency,  either  in  paper  or  specie ;  she  hw  « 
which  is  bettor  than  either^-cotton,  that  will  buy  any  ^ 
in  any  market.  I  cannot  but  believe  that  it  is  o«i"f 
the  concentration  of  moneyed  capiKil  produced  ia  > 
North  by  the  former  Banks  of  tlie  United  Sutsa,  tiadi 
upon  that  which  is  our  own  money,  (for  cotton,  tcM 
and  rice  amount  to  eighty  oat  of  one  hundosd  milH^ 
and  in  that  proportion  of  all  theexporto  of  the  whslcl^ 
ted  States,)  the  profits  from  which  must  psy  for  ell  <l 
imports,  if  they  are  ever  paid  for,  into  the  United  Stil 
in  thaA  same  proportion ;  and  these  banka  must  hate  be 
the  cause,  in  some  degree,  if  not  mainly^  of  that  onattt 
and  apparanUy  unaccountoble  fact. 

After  Mr.   Bou&mir  had  concluded,  the  Houee  1 
joumed. 
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Exiension  of  certain  ud»qfC9f^ru9'^  Florida  War, 


[H.  OF  R. 


PBrDAT,  OcT»BSB  6. 

[LL  TO  EXTEND  THE  OPERATION  OP  CER- 
TAIN ACTS  or  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  THOMAa  Miggwted  the  calling  op  of  the  bill  ro- 
Heillv the ConuniUee on  the  Jodidary  m  to  cootinaing 
opitlioo  certain  laws  until  tha  end  of  the  next  leasion 
C^ogien.  Thia  bill  had  been  referred  to  a  Goouuittee 
die  Whole,  and  Mr.  Tboxas  moved  to  discharge 
pteommiHee,  and  to  take  up  the  bill  in  the  House.  The 
0tioo  prevailed. 

Tbe  bill  being  before  the  House, 
Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
illee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  enumerate  in 
e  act  the  titles  of  the  different  laws  to  which  it  had  allu- 
Hu    Motion  loet. 

The  bill  was  then  Ofdered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
ini  time  this  day.  At  a  subsequent  hour,  this  bill  was 
li  a  third  time,  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
nate  lor  concurrence. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

Tbe  House  then  proceeded  t»  the  unfinished  business  of 
IHnorniiig  hour,  which  was  the  tonsideration  oi  the  fol- 
mog  reeolation  submitted  by  Mr.  Wisa  on  the  19th^of 
^plember : 

^^UetoUfcdf  That  a  select  committee  be  sppointed  by 
ilot  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  into 
^  cuues  of  the  delays  and  failures,  and  the  expenditures 
Mdi  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  that  war,  and  into 
moDer  of  its  conduct,  and  the  facts  of  its  history  gen- 
ly;  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
m  aod  papers,  aud  that  it  have  power  to  sit  in  the 
If  and  that  it  make  report  to  the  next  session  of  Con- 

n 

J|lr.  GLASCOCK  had  moved  to  amend  the  foregoing 
MiitioD,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  ''Resolved,** 
id  insert  tbe  following : 
"That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
canse  of  tbe  Florida  war,  and  the  cauaes  of  the  extra- 
delays  and  failures,  and  the  expenditures  which 
alteoded  the  proaecution  of  the  same,  and  all  tbe  facts 
ided  with  its  history  generally  ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.** 
^Tbe  qoestion  immediately  pending  was  the  motion  of 
if'  Howjled  to  strike  out  ihe  words  "that  a  select  com- 
jjuee  be  appointed,**  and  insert  **  that  the  Committee  on 
■Ktajy  Affairs  be  instructed. " 

Mr.  LOOMIS^  ol  New  York,  who  was  occupying  the 
•w  vhsii  this  subject  was  last  up,  and  interrupted  by 
K  orders  of  the  day,  resumed  his  remarks,  and  said 
Nf  when  this  matter  was  last  under  consideration,  be 
M  eoBiiDeiioed  some  observations  in  vindication  of  bis 
^^^'^^Ty  [Abijah  Mann^  jr.,]  from  the  censures  cast 
ifoa  biiD  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  had  char- 
y^'ft^  ihe  attack  made  upon  his  predecessor,  six  months 
ivf  oocnnrcuces  had  transpired,  and  when  the  circum- 
i*uees  of  ihe  pwties  had  entirely  changed,  as  extraordi- 
^i  and,  in  his  view,  entirely  unjustifiable ;  and  be  was 
noot  proceeding,  when  interrupted,  to  show  that  no  ccn- 
■le  Qouid  |)Q  iinputed  to  his  predecessor,  even  from  the 
"'^^'BMntof  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  himself.  He 
^^""VeU  aware  SitX  he  might  leave  the  character  of  his 
''^^^•er  to  its  own  Tindication  wherever  it  was  known ; 
*Jd»f  he  had  not  some  observations  which  he  wished  to 
JJnil  on  another  branch  of  the  subject,  and  more  directly 
1*^^'^  to  iu  merits,  be  should  have  contented  himself 
r^  tbii  matter  rest  where  it  was,  after  so  long  a  lapse  of 
^""^1  bnt  he  would  show,  in  a  few  words,  that  no  ccn- 
!^.]"J|*.^°^pQtehle  to  the  majority  of  that  committee,  or 
r  '■^vidnals  who  had  been  designated.  The  gentleman 
}^  Virgioia  had  prefaced  his  charges  by  a  statement. 


mada  with  all  the  emphasis  af  manner  which  pacuKarly 
distinguish  his  remark^  by  announcing  to  the  House  that 
he  was  about  to  make  a  statement 'never  before  communi* 
cated  to  this  House  or  to  tha  country,  and  the  substance 
of  that  communication  was,  the  manner  in  which  the  re- 
ports of  tbe  majority  and  minority  of  that  committee  had 
been  made  up.  And  bow  was  it  ?  Why,  sir,  stripped  of 
ks  coloringt  ^od  stated  in  brief  space,  it  was,  in  sum  and 
substance,  that  the  members  of  the  majority  had  furnished 
their  chairman— the  individualof  their  party  fiwt  named  on 
the  eommittea— with  their  separate  views,  to  be  embodied 
into  a  reporti  and  Mr.  Mann  had,  in  addition,  furnished 
his. notes  of  the  proceedings  and  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee \  and  this  chairman  of  the  majority,  instead  of  per- 
forming the  labor  of  embodying  these  vie\vs  in  the  form  of 
a  leport,  had  entrusted  them  to  their  clerk,  to  be  arranged 
and  reduced  to  form.  Now  this  was  the  whole  substanco 
of  the  charge  anponnced  to  .the  House  with  so  much  so- 
lenmity,  and  upon  which  the  answer  imputed  by  the  gen- 
tleman was  grounded.  Was  there  any  thing  censurable 
or  extraordinary  in  this  1  Was  there  any  thing  which 
should  call  down  the  indignation  of  this  House,  or  of  the 
oummanity,  as  might  be  inferred  from  tluf  remarks  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  1 
'  The  offence  particularly  imputed  to  his  predecessor  was, 
that  he  had  actually  furnished  the  notes  he  bad  taken  of 
the  proceedings,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  a«sist 
in  making  out  the  report  of  the  committee. 

[Mr.  Wisx  interrupted  Mr.  L.»  and  said  that  was  not 
the  pith  oi  the  charge  against  the  gentleman's  predecessor. 
The  charge  was  that  he  denied  that  he  knew  the  con- 
tents of  tlm  report  until  it  was  read  in  the  committee ;  and 
Mr.  Pearce  himself  had  said  it  wa^  Mr.  Mann  who  fur- 
nished the  offensive  matter  for  the  report.  The  charge 
against  the  gentleman's  predecessor  was  that  he  was  guilty 
of  falsehood.] 

Mr.  L.  reaumed,  and  said  from  the  estimation  in  which 
the  character  of  Mr.  Pearce  appeared  to  be  held  by  tha* 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  as  exhibited  in  his  former  re- 
marks, he  diould  hai^ly  suppose  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  would 
iatrodnee  him  (Mr.  Pearce)  as  a  witness  against  any  one. 

[Mr.  Wisa.  Well,  I  do  confess  I  would  not  place 
much  reliance  on  Dutee  J.  Pearce.] 

Mr.  In  resumed.  He  did  not  understand  the  gentlemsn 
from.  Virginia,  either  formerly  or  now.  to  say  that  Mr. 
Peaice  toM  hin^  that  Mr.  Mann  knew  the  contents  of  the 
majority  report ;  hot  he  understood  it  that  the  gentleman 
inferred  that  fact  from  the  circumstance  that  Mr.  Pearco 
told  him  that  Mr.  Mean  furnished  the  notes  from  whirh 
the  offensive  matter  was  taken.  If  he  was  mistaken  in 
this,  he  desired  to  be  coriected  and  set  right.  The  testi- 
mony did  justify  the  inference,  and  be  could  seo  no  im- 
propriety whatever  in  that  circumstanoe ;  he  considered  it 
the  duty  pf  every  memlwr  of  the  committee  to  give  bie 
views  to  the  member  who  drew  up  the  report,  and  to  fur- 
nish his  notef.of  tbe  proceedings  also,  if  use  could  be  made 
of  them.  It  hod  appeared  that  the  majority  had  not  sign- 
ed the  report  as  drawn,  but  had  amended  it  by  striking 
out  parts  of  it,  to  make  it  meet  the  concurring  views 
of  the  six  individuals  who  composed  that  majority.  This 
was  to  have  been  expected,  and  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority shared  no  better  fate.  That  was  drawn  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  himself,  aod  his  colleagues  had 
declined,  signing  it,  as  he  understood  the  gentleman  to 
say ;  and,  finally,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  alone,  be- 
ing the  minority  of  the  minority,  and  one  out  of  the  nin**, 
had  drawn,  up  and  signed  his  report  alone.  This  report, 
the  gentleman  had  inarmed  the  House,  he  wrote  with  bis 
own  hand,  crossed  the  fs  and  dotted  the  Va  himself,  and 
he  (Mr.  L.)  presumed  that  he  agreed,  to  it  unanimously. 

.  I  have  done  with  this  branch  of  the  subject,  and  have 
said  more  perhaps  than  was  necessary  to  say  upon  it. 
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With  respect  to  fhe  resotatioii  and  iht  amendmeat  be- 
fore the  Hoaae,  there  Was  one  patt  of  ft  which  Hr.  L. 
considered  objectionable.  It  wtia  that  part  which  g»*e  to 
the  proposed  committee  power  to  send  for  perwma  and 
papers.  This  was  a  high  power  which  thk  HeuMe  poe- 
eessed,  and  which,  in  bis  opinion,  ought  never  to  he 
entrosted  to  a  committee,  except  in  cases  of  dear  neeearf- 
ty.  No  such  necessity  was  shown  in  this  case.  It  wa« 
a  power  very  liable  to  abase;  and  though  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  a  committee  of  the  House  would  sanction 
any  abuse,  yet  he  thimght  that  pmdence  dictated  to  the 
House  to  reserve  to  itself  these  extraordiiiary  powers,  un- 
less a  case  of  necessity  was  presented.  It  weuM  be  time 
enough  to  grant  such  a  power  when  a  committee  should 
inform  the  House  Chat  they  had  sought  Informalion  of 
some  person  who  had  refused  to  disclose  it.  Does  any 
one  doubt  but  that  the  Secretary  of  War  would  disclose 
any  fact  or  circumstance  within  his  knowledge,  that  a 
committee  might  require,  without  being  cntled  up  as  a 
witness  and  sworn  !  Or  would  any  oflker  in  the  serviee 
reftise  to  answer  any  communication  from  a  committee  ? 
The  resolution  before  the  House  embraced  a  wide  rangpe. 
Tt  would  be  ^ost  matter  of  necessity  under  it  to  seek 
information  from  the  oflicers  now  engaged  in  carrying  on 
that  war.  The  commanding  general  and  aH  his  officers 
would,  by  this  resolution,  bo  subject  to  bo  celled  here 
to  testify  before  this  committee. 

This  war  had  already  undergone  several  partial  investi- 
gations before  courts  martial  and  courts  of  Inquiry.  A 
great  amount  of  evidence  had  been  taken  relating  to  it, 
and  \Ktfgt  sums  expended — ^thousands  upon  thousands — in 
eliciting  facts.  There  was  ndw  no  charge  of  any  condeal- 
ment  by  any  person;  and  he  (Mr.  L.)  was  averse  to  in- 
stituting a  tribunal  to  try  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
several  officers  who  bad  been  engaged  in  that  service. 
The  difficulties  attending  the  prosecution,  of  that  war,  and 
which  had  produced  so  much  delay  and  expendithre,  had 
been  explained  by  several  gentlemen  in  this  very  debate. 
We  had  been  told  of  the  great  extent  of  wilderness,  of  the 
swamps  and  everglades,  impenetrable  to  the  whites,  in 
which  the  savages  concealed  themselves.  We  had  been 
told  of  the  difficulty  of  trtfnsportmg  the  uecetsaries  of  war, 
and,  above  all,  of  the  sidcly  and  unwholesome  climate. 

These  were,  doubtless,  the  true  causes ;  but  he  (Mr. 
L.)  was  not  averse  to  an  investigation,  but  he  preferred  it 
should  be  in  the  ordinary  mode,  and  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, as  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  Tj.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  resolution  which  gives  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

The  CHAtR  said  this  amendment  would  not  now  be  in 
order  until  the  amendment  pending  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  then  modrded  his  amendment,  by  in- 
serting the  following:  **  except  such  as  Ihay  be  engaged  at 
the  rime  in  the  service." 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  that,  as  the 
House  was  to  adjourn  on  Monday  week,  the  commit- 
tee should  have  power  to  sit  during  the  recess,  and  not 
have  the  investigation  confined  to  ten  days. 

Mr.  GL.\SCOCK  replied  that  it  would  be  continued  at 
the  regular  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  that,  as  the  session  was  now  to  close 
in  about  eight  days,  that  gentleman  would  also  consent  to 
incorporate  in  his  amendment  the  power  to  sit  during  the 
recess. 

Mr.  W.  went  at  some  length  into  the  exposure  of  die 
indisposition  of-  the  majority  in  the  House  in  relation  to 
the  proposed  investigation.  He  saw  very  plainly  that  the 
same  state  of  things  existed  now  as  ever  before.  The 
leopard  would  as  soon  change  his  spots  (said  Mr.  W.)  as 
tbn  House  will  change  its  determination  to  do  nothing  to- 
wards exposing  the  corruption  of  this  Government. 


As  to  the  old  matter,  with  regjwid  «e  the 
investigatioA,  so  eftsn  allnded  lo»  Mr.  Wiss  and  he 
not  touch  upon  it  again  ;  but  be  would  remark  that 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Looxis]  had  giveu  ' 
dant  evidence  of  his  fltneas  to  eueeeed  Abijah  Man 
show,  by  a  shigle  foet,  indispoUMy  pteeed,  that 
and  corruption  have  attended  this  fleiMa  war.  Sir. 
produced  and  read  the  foUowing  pepen : 

"STEUBEirriLLa,  Ohio,  October  1,  1887. 

<•  Dkab  Sia  :  The  enclosed  lettera  wtB  auflldeiilty  ex- 
plain their  object,  without  the  addition  of  many  remaifct  d 
my  own. 

"  On  my  arrival  at  Wheeling,  a  fow  days  ago,  on 
I  was  informed  of  a  g^oss  instance  of  peculation, 
have  been  comndtted  in  Florida  by  an  agent  in  the 
of  the  United  States,  and  I  immediately  addressed  a^ 
to  the  gentleman  who  was  said  to  have  witnensed  the ' 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  marlted  A. 
will  perceive  that  (having  implicit  conAdenoe  in  the ! 
rity  of  the  officen  of  the  army)  I  expressed  the  opnii 
advance  that  the  fraud  was  *  oommitted  by  a  citiaen,' 
not  by  <  an  officer  of  the  army.'    It  is  with  honest 
mention  the  fact  that  I  was  not  mistaken  in  my  oonf 
as  there  is  no  individual  ih  tlie  army  of  the  name 
ner.     I  will  now  venture  the  further  prediction  that, 
ever  you  ferret  out  the  rats,  you  will  find  them  to  I 
to  the  <  sovereign  people,'  and  not  to  our  much- abused! 
army. 

«« The  individual  (Skinner)  above  aHuded  to,  I 
stand,  was,  at  the  time,  a  citizen  of  Irwinton,  Afal 

"  In  one  particular,  however,  my  information 
correct,  as  it  was  stated  to  have  occurred  in  Florida, 
you  will  perceive  by  Mr.  (Smith's  answer  (maii:ed  B) 
it  took  place  at  Fort  Mitchell,  Alabama.     T  do  not 
this  new  game  with  any  expectation  or  wish  of  divi 
you  from  the  chase  in  Florida,  but  simply  to  show  you  < 
the  late  Creek  war  is  equally  worthy  of  notice. 

"  We,  my  dear  sir,  are  no  politicians.     We  obey 
orders  of  our  superior,  and  endeavor  to  do  our  duty, ' 
ing  the  strife  of  party  to  those  whose  constitutiona} 
it  is  to  select  our  rulers.     The  only  boon  we  ai4  is  to 
rigid  justice  meted  out  to  us.     If  the  army  htt  tnt^ 
the  expectations  of  the  country,  and  has  foiled  in  the ' 
ida  war,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  fifteen  € 
*  citizen  soldiers'  have  failed  also.   If  '  three  tniijor  _ 
of  the  army'  have  been  unsuccessful,  it  should  not  be  I 
gotten  that  the  Governor  of  Florida,  havinfr  the 
Treasury  at  his  command,  and  a  whole  summer  to 
his  preparations,  was,  likewise,  unsuccessful.  If  the  *L^ 
ican  arms  have  been  disgraced,'  as  has  been  so  ofUe 
Eerted  on  the  floor  of  Congress  and  in  the  public  pe| 
thank  my  God  th.it  I  did  not  (although  I  served  in 
campaigns)  witness  the  humiliating  spectacle.     Witki 
one  exception,  wherever  the  Indians  were  seen,  they 
charged  and  driven  until  they  were  lost  in  swamps 
hammocks.     If  we  could  not  pursue  them  further  and 
them,  it  was  liecauso  the  God  of  our  natures  did  not 
us  with  the  fleetness  oi  the  savage,  and  the  scenting 
ties  of  the  bloodhound.     If  the  army  is  inefficient, 
muYl  be  some  reason  for  it,  as  every  effect  has 
But  on  this  head  I  have  not  time  to  dwell,  although 
reflections  are  presented  to  my  mind.     One  remark, 
ever,  I  will  make^  and  I  do  it  with  the  freedom  of  r 
acquaintance.     If  the  country  is  dissatisfied  with  the 
in  Gud's  name  lei  it  be  disbanded  ;  for  I  would  ra ' 
an  humble  practitioner  of  the  humblest  hamlet  than 
army  insulted  by  the  taunts  and  stale  gibes  of  every 
paper  witling. 

'<  In  conclusion,  I  must  distinctly  disavow  any  and  tm 
political  motive  in-  forwarding  you  this  communieaH 
My  sole  aim  is  to  vindicate  the  character  of  the  army,  w{ 
to  add  my  humble  mite  towards  an  investigctioa  nhklv 
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1^  aail osiAilBiitly  Miif«,  wiHflaee k  ante  fluwie  *rcel«« 
^{■rtf.'  If  radi  be  fke  aim  of  your  iMoliitifSii,  (m4 
iititi«IdiaUbeUielaattodoubt,)I»ay  'Godvpeodyou.' 

^1  em  beaoM  Miximw  to  loe  the  dboaes  in  ihe  army 
Ml  ud  tho  ooffgctiWi  sp^ltod  Uma  nytelf.  For* 
ht,  yoQ  tie  tt  liberty  to  make  vhateyer  nee  of  tlieee  p*- 
liiyoa  nay  think  |iroper.  I  tan,  doo." 

[Sigiied  by  an  AealetaiH  Surgeon  of  tke  Amy.] 

[A.] 

"  Wnsuse,  (Va.,)  &^^  Sft,  IS87. 

*to :  I  have  leamad,  ainoe  my  •rrival  at  tbia  plaee,  that 

pi  eitniwed,  aa  a  reoeDt  ocoaaioii,  in  Florida,  an  in- 

^  of  pacolalioB  on  the  part  of  a  public  agent,  who 

'pQbik  teds  in  hie  poaeeeaioB,  dee. 

Thelhnd,  if  perpetiated  by  an  ofiieer  of  the  United 

anay^  vonkl  form  the  baaia  of  ehargea,  which,  if 

lid  eauae  hie  name  to  be  inatantly  atrieken 

tbt  jraiy  jroU,  and  coneigned  to  neritad  inftimy. 

bonewr,  it  ahould  turn  out  that  it  was  committed  by 

» iartead  of  an  oAeer  of  the  army,  aa  I  am  indneed 

waa  the  caae,  it  ia  due  to  jueftice  and  to  the  anny 

ibe  trath  should  be  known ;  so  that  no  part  of  Ate 

iboold  attach  to  aan  who  value  their  honor  and  vep- 

ibeve  aH  price  ;  which  they  will  neither  oempromit 

nor  aoflei    any  human   being  to  trifle  with. 

rat^  1st  the  truth  be  told,  blast  whom  ft  may.     I 

KapsctibHy  raqnest  that  you  will  famish  me  with 

Uatement  (aacompaaied  by  a  depoaitien)  of  all  ihit 

of  the  tranaartion,  thenamea  of  the  parties,  dbo^ 

and  plaoa  whnre  it  occurred,  and  any  other  mat- 

'|0Q  m^  deem  neaeasary  for  ferreting  out  ihe  perpetm- 

dts.,  to  facused  liy  me  aa  ]  think  may  best  sobeeiire 

idb  of  justice. 

Vtiy  respectfully,  dw.,  your  obedient  servant 

•  [Bigned  as  above.] 
''Mr,  A.  Y.  8«ii«,  TrMeiphMi,  Okioemmty,  Fa." 

[.  «  Whsslivo,  SepL  80,  1837. 

*8i» :  Tour  letter  of  the  38th  insunt  came  to  hand  this 
la  answer  to  your  in^oiries,  I  have  to  state,  that 
tmuutions  to  which  you  aUode  occurred  at  Fort 
Alabama,  and  not  in  Florida,  as  yon  were  in- 
Tbe  particulara  were  auhstantinlly  the  follow* 

:  "I  ttfived  at  Fort  Mitchell  on  the  ateamer  Anna  Calhoun, 
kiB  Appilachieola,  the  boat  •having  on  board  ftcight  for 
kUoitod  Statea  army ;  the  freight  on  which  .amounted 
I  abott  aae  hondred  dollars*  When  the  amcwnt  of  tbe 
kvge  «••  made  known  to  Skiuner,  who  was ai^tingas 
NrtwsMsier  for  the  United  Statce,  he  (l^kinner)  told 
V.  W.  Cransbaw,   eleik  of  said  boat,  to  make  the  bill 

Et  to  five  hundred  dtdlars;  upon  which  Crenshaw  r»- 
ibtt  if  be  (Skinner)  would  give  him  one  hundred 
be  would  do  so;  to  which  Skinner  immediately 
Pf^  and  Cfenshftw  made  the  bill  amount  to  $500 ;  for 
^  dkianer  gave  him  one  hundred  doUam^  and  Cren<- 
Mw  Kcsipied  the  bill  for  $600.  This  transaction  occur- 
^  ibtlit  the  1st  of  Februaiy,  1834,  at  Fort  M  itchaU> 
«*«■•.— [See  note.] 

^**Tbitisa  correct  statement  of  the  traneaotion,  so  far  as 
l^**"^  by  OM^  aad  as  stated  to  me,  after  the  transaction, 
VCiMuhav. 
'*!  All,  dear  sir,  your  most  humble  sflrvanl, 

A.  Y.  SMITH." 

"Osio  coviTTT,  Va.,  to  wtT  : 

'*Fenonally  appetred  before  me,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
br  (he  eoQnty  aforeaaid,  A.  Y.  Smith,  and  accordingly 
^^  (utb  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  correct  and  true 
»lbt  bot  of  flty  [hie]  knowledge  and  belief. 

A.  P.  WOODS." 


[NoTu,  (by  the  writer  of  the  two  above  letters.  )«-I  ap-> 
pfehend  that  Mr.  Smith  has  inadvertently  made  a  mistake 
in  the  year,  aa  it  was  probably  18417  instead  ef  1888.] 

Mr.  W.  then  adverted  to  Ae  propoeitkm  to  strike  from 
his  resolution  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papeiv. 
He  would  tell  gentlemen  that,  without  this  power,  it  would 
be  impoasilde  to  bring  to  light  the  frauds  end  corrapttons 
cf  this  Grevemment.  Even  with  such  a  power,  it  would 
be  ahnoet  impossible.  He  allttded  to  what  he  had  himself 
seen  in  investigating  committee  rooms,  and  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  witnesses  4n  this  city  who  could  have  been  ad- 
duced in  proof  of'the  miseondttct  of  officers  of  l!ie  Govern- 
ment, had  it  not  been  actually  dangeromi  to  them  to  sum- 
mon them.  Their  bread  depended  on  their  silence.  In- 
divlduala  who,  he  well  knew,  could  have  testified  in  these 
matters,  had  come  to  him,  at  his  lodgings,  with  tearv  in 
their  eyes,  end  begged  him  not  to  aammon  them.  The 
pvoeeripHon  pnMMlaed'hi  tht  Cbverument,  as  now  admmis* 
teied,  hetmetieally  sealed  Hm  mouths  of  witneasea;  And 
yet  it  is  now  said  that  it  is  danyerens  to  give  a  committee 
of  this  House  power  to  aend  for  persons  and  papers !  Oh! 
most  kind,  indulgent,  he  would  not  say  servile,  representa- 
tives of  the  people ! 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  lie  would  not  have  troubled 
the  Houae  with  any  further  observations  upon  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  submitted,  if  it  had  not  been  that  he 
wiriied  distinctly  to  say  to  the  House  and  the  nation  that 
it  waa  not -his  wish  to  amother  investigation  into  either  the 
causes  or  conduct  of  the  Florida  war.  On  the  contra- 
ry, he  thought  that  the  members  of  any  committee  to  which 
the  in^rry  might  be  sent  would  not  do  their  duty  to  the 
House,  the  country,  or  themselves,  unless  they  gave  the 
fVeest  seopoto  the  examination,  regardless  of  the  persons 
upon  whom  the  censure  might  fbll,  if  any  censure  was  due, 
and  influenced  solely  by  a  spirit  of  strict  justice  and  im- 
partmKiy  to  aH:  Having  said  this,  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pecti  and  did  eirpect,  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  WisK,]  that,  upon  whomsoever  else  he  might  cast  the 
imputation  of  desiring  to  stifle  inquiry,  he  wonid  exempt 
him  (Mr.  H.)  from  being  included  in  it. 

When  the  resolution  was  under  consideration  some  two 
wee^  ago,  the  gentleman  fVom  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bxtt]  had 
made  some  statements  which  appeared  to  be  strong  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  sending  the  snlject  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. Perhaps  the  House  had  forgotten  the  debate  which 
then  took  place,  althoogb  they  seldom  forgot  any  tbin^ 
^whicb  that  gentlemen  said.  The  dinppearance  of  resolu- 
ttona  from  before  the  eye  of  the  House,  and  sudden  reap- 
pearance at  a  distant  day,  was  a  great  practical  inconve- 
nience. According  to  his  daaric  reminiscences,  there  waa 
somewhere  in  Greece  a  river  which  plunged  under  ground 
and  started  up,  to  the  surprise  of  those  to  whom  it  unex- 
peetedly  shov^  its  current,  far  away  from  the  place  of  ita 
sUbmersiofa.  ft  was  just  so  wHh  some  of  our  resolutions. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  said  thatn^re 
had  the  skeleton  of  an  army,  but  that  it  v^s  not  filled  op. 
Mr.  BELL  said  that  the  fact  which  he  stated  was  this : 
that  when  a  lieutenant  of  a  company  M\  in  action,  the 
command  devolved  upon  a  sergeant,  and  that  there  appear- 
ed to  be  a  deficiency  In  the  number  of  officers  on  dut^ 
there.  ' 

Mr.  HOWARD  said'  tbAt  he  had  so  understood  the  gen- 
tleman, and  would  use  that  fact  to  show  the  propriety  of 
referring  this  subjetft  to  the  Military  Committee,  becauae 
that  connnittee  could,  and  dtiubtless  would,  urge  upon  the 
House  a  bill  which  had  been  reported  Uvery  year  since  he 
had  been  in  Congress,  and  the  necessity  for  which  was 
fully  shown  by  the  Florida  war.  He  atlnded  to  a  bill  es- 
taUishing  a  corps  of  engineers,  detached  altogether  from 
duty  iu  the  line.  Every  body  knew  that  a  general  ord^r 
■  had  been  issued  last  winter,  recalling  officers  of  the  army 
f^om  enginear  duty,  and  directing  them  to  repair  to  their 
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respective  regiments.  The  services  4>ftheee  offioei^  eeting 
es  engineers^  were  very  usefel  to  the  conntiyy  tad  the 
pressing  demands  for  them  from  sll  qmrten  hed  caused 
their  absence,  on  furlough,  from  their  posts  in  line.  The 
experience  of  the  Florida  war  showed  the  absolate  nceessitj 
of  separating  the  two  arms  of  service.  Such  a  measure 
would,  of  itself,  be  of  great  service  to  the  organization  of 
the  army.  But  there  were  probably  othei  improvements 
which  might  be  proposed,  after  a  minute  examination  into 
the  manner  in  which  the  war  had  been  carried  on.  He 
desired  to  attain  some  practical  good>  instead  of  having 
merely  a  barren  inquiry,  and,  therefore,  was  in  favor  of 
referring  the  matter  to  a  committee  which  could  report 
bills  in  the  discharge  of  its  regular  duty,  instead  of  stop* 
ping  with  a  resolution  either  censuring  or  not  ceneuring 
some  officer  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  regrettod  that  it  became  his  du^ 
again  to  address  the  House  on  this  subject ;  bui^  as  he  had 
thought  proper  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  original  re»> 
olution,  and  in  consequence  of  remarks  made,  to-day,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  do  so.  It  seemed  now,  from  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  that  he  evin- 
ces a  great  iodifTerence  from  that  heretofore  evinced  by  him 
in  relation  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  nsolation 
offered  by  him ;  and  he  seems  to  think  that  there  is  no  dis- 
posilicn  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  Hoose  to  go 
into  the  investigation  proposed.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  O.,)  that 
gentleman  must  see  entirely  dijSerent  from  hiinself*  if  he 
has  recently  discovered  any  thing  like  a  disposition  to  evade 
this  question.  He  had  expressed  himself  on  a  former  oc- 
casion in  favor  of  this  inquiry,  and  he  was  still  desirous 
that  it  should  be  had.  He  felt  it  to  be  due  to  all  the  offi- 
cers in  the  army  who  have  beia  engaged  in  that  unfortu- 
nate war — he  felt  it  due  to  the  Government,  and  he  felt  it 
due  to  the  people  of  the  country — and,  whatever  disposition 
the  gentleman  now  feels  disposed  to  make  ef  this  question* 
he  hoped  the  majority  of  ihe  House  would  maintain  its 
original  intention  to  carry  out  the  investigation.  Hia  object 
in  not  wishing  the  committee  to  sit  during  the  recess,  was 
10  save  as  much  as  possible  the  country  from  the  expenses 
aheady  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  that  war,  parttcnlar- 
ly  when  all  the  ends  of  all  parties  asking  4his  investigation 
could  be  attained  without  it.  It  has  been  truly  and  justly 
remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  How- 
ARP,]  that  there  are  weighty  and  important  documents, 
Which  will  occupy  the  attention  of  the  membem  of  the 
committee,  which  may  be  appointed  at  this  time,  during 
the  recess,  which  will  give  {hem  the  opportunity  of  form^ 
ing  correct  opinions  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  enable 
them  to  proceed  promptly  to  the  execution  of  their  duty  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress.  But  what  astonlehed  him 
most  was,  to  find  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisb] 
reading  letters  and  documents  to  the  House  for  the  purpose 
of  forestalling  public  opinion  in  relation  to  this  inquiry. 
M&  G.  confessed  that  this  was  pursuing  a  course  which  he 
had  been  taught  from  the  commencement  of  his  political 
life,  in  all  transactions,  studiously  to  avoid.  He  had  been 
taught  that,  whenever  an  investigation  was  to  be  had 
where  it  was  expected  that  all  the  testimony  would  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  every  point,  it  was  improper  tp  fore- 
stall public  opinion,  and  produce  a  prejudice  in  the  public 
mind,  by  introducing  evidence  in  advance^  and  sending  it 
forth  to  the  country. 

Mr.  WISE  said  this  was  very  diffident  ground  from  that 
taken  by  the  gentleman's  party  last  session,  when  it  was 
insisted  on  thai  specific  charges  should  be  made  against 
the  Executive  Departments  before  a  committee  should  be 
asked  for  to  investigate  them. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  this  was  not  the  first  time  that 
the  party  to  which  he  belonged  had  been  referred  to.  As 
for  himself  he  was  only  responsibly  for  his  own  acts ;  and 
the  gentleman  would  do  him  the  justice  te  say  that  he  w«s  ' 


ameog  the  fiivfc  lo  adffo<iat*llie  invenigatleB  then  adsidlK 
He  stood  almeet  alone  in  the  finrt  instance  in  lavoref  ii 
inqiuiy. 

Mr.  WISE  would  do  the  gentlenao  the  jiMtioe  tstf 
that  he  did ;  but  «t  thai  ttoie  lie  wee  »oi  exactly  ne^M 
as  one  of  the  party.  4 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  replied  that,  whether  he  was  omI 
ered  as  one  of  the  par^  or  oety  no  Baa  in  bis  sediaM 
country  ever  doubted  where  he  stood  in  relation  le  i 
prominent  measures  of  General  Jackson*s  administniia 
No  man  ever  doubted  that ;  even  hia  political  enemia  M^ 
er  doubted  it ;  or,  if  they  did,  no  act  of  hb  hfe  wafMim 
it,  and  it  was  entirely  gratuitous  on  their  pari.  Bstij 
proceed  to  the  question  before  the  House:  be  caofcwdm 
far  as  the  resolution  was  concerned,  the  true  and 
course,  in  his  judgment,  would  be  to  adopt  the 
he  had  submitted.  He  dif&red  from  the  gentknaa 
Maryland  as  to  the  mainner  in  which  thie  coounitti 
be  appointed,. and  as  to  what  committee  the  matt* 
be  referred  to.  In  bos  opinion,  the  true  oouiae  of 
was^  thai  a  select  comnultee  should  be  appoiiiled  J 
Chair ;  and  he  again  repeated  that,  if  the  committee 
efieet  aay  pfactical  good,  it  should  be  so  consiitaled 
have  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the  oDUBtiy. 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  opposed  the  appout 
political  partisans  on  the  commiitee,  and  had 
that  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  used  some  expressions  of  a 
nature.  Thb^  however,  was  not  the  proper 
draw  from  his  remarks.  He  was  as  much  oppsMil  lei 
ing  political  partisans  on  the  oommillee  as  the 
himself,  but  he  desired  to  have  it  ao  conatituled 
beaee  men  of  aoooe  weight  of  chaiaeier^  and  to  he 
of  men  who  would  do  jastice  to  all  the  interests 
He  wished  to  see  the  rights  of  all  the  offioem  who 
gaged  in  that,  service  protected,  sad  the  InvesligaitkNi 
conducted  in  such  manner  as  to  be  of  some  practical 
fit;  and  with  this  view  he  bad  submitted  the 
now  under  conslderatton. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  the  situation  in  which  I  slard  ta 
ex-President  of  the  United  States,  will  not  permit  ni 
pess  over  in  silence  the  bitter  dennnciations  whiek  hi 
been  uttered  against  him  on  this  floor  -by  gentlenea  of  l| 
opposition.  My  attaehment  for  him  was  formed  at  an  cd 
period  of  my  life,  under  peculiar  circumslanoeB,  and  { 
meet  trying  scenes,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  I 
there  are  but  few  acts  of  his  whole  life,  either  civil  or  | 
itaiy,  wbiefa  hak  not  served  to  increase  rather  than  tf i 
minleh  that  attachment.  But  to  what  source  shall  I 
this  violent  oppotdtton  to  him  ;  the  bitter  invectii 
have  been  heaped  upon  him,  emansting  from  the 
ter  feelings  !  Sir,  to  bis  hostility  to  the  Bank  of  the 
ted  States ;  to  the  vote  which  he  stamped  upon  the 
cbaiiering  that  institution  in  1888;  beeause  he  had 
moral  courage  to  effect  that  which  his  friends  in  this  H^ 
failed  to  effect;  because  be  threw  himself  in  the  breachti 
armed  with  the  virtue  and  integrify  of  the  people,  and  I 
talned  by  the  constitution,  grappled  with  tlie  mesisier,! 
triumphantly  overthrew  iu  This,  sir,  *'  is  the  bead  I 
firont  of  all  his  offending,"  and  to  thia  cause  alone  magi 
traced  the  vindictive  feeling  of  his  adversaries.  Bo^  I 
we  hail  that  act  as  the  greatest  in  his  political  career;  t 
that  has  covered  him  with  glory,  and  one  that  wilt  servi 
perpetuate  hia  name  and  his  memory,  even  if  uncooaes 
with  any  other  act  of  his  life.  Sir,  the  cbaraeter  of  i 
drew  Jackson  is  the  property  of  his  country ;  hie  servi 
are  too  well  known  to  that  country  not  to  be  api^redali 
they  have  secured  to  him  the  afiections  of  the  people,  wh 
the  oombinationa  of  bis  enemies  can  never  deprive  him 

Permit  me  (said  Mr.  G.)  here  to  atate,  that  he  vraa 
hopes  he  would  not  have  found  it  neceasaij  to  viadHi 
the  character  of  one  needing  no  vindication ;  but  my  fi 
ings,  oader  the  circumstances,  could  not  and  canaet 
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gDtrolled.  I  listened  with  pun^oid  regret  to  the  uncalled 
If  lod  aoqnaiified  abtue  of  him.  *  *  I  beard  much  declam- 
poa  without  argument,"  and  the  loulest  chargee  without 
^  and  Mpecially  by  one  from  whom  it  was  bat  Utile  ex- 
I  mean  the  genlleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
^wurs,]  who  spoke  in  relation  to  the  Florida  war,  and 
'  pronounced  that  war  ae  one  of  tho  damning  sins  of  the 
koient,  and  a  foul  blot  on  the  American  character ; 
iUt  Uw^  before  an  investigation  was  had,  thereby  prejudg- 
ig  tht  case,  and  charging  it  home  upon  General  Jackson. 
JMIar  thiogi  were  expected  from  that  quarter.  For  my 
jHt,  I  have  always  listened  to  him  with  the  greatest  pleaa- 
His  arguments  have  generally  been  reapectful  and 
and  free  from  personal  abuse;  but,  in  the  present 
he  has  wandered  from  his  usual  coiirse,  and  I  envy 
not  the  position  he  oocopied  on  that  occasion.  Many 
P^hsTebeen  lavish  of  their  abuse  of  the  ex-Presideni 
kiof  his  messuree;  but  I  shall  not  stop  specially  to  reply 
plhem.  I  feel  no  disposition  to  do  so,  as  it  will  be  an 
leceanry  consumption  of  tho  time  of  this  House,  but 
iaToke  the  pardon  of  the  Mouse  for  making  a  general 
at  the  whole  flock,  and  tell  them  that  the  numerous 
they  have  fired  will  have  about  as  much  effect  upon 
^character  of  Andrew  Jackson  before  the  people  ot  this 
as  the  firing  of  pop  guns  would  have  upon  the  rig* 
;  of  the  splendid  I'eunsylvania. 
r,  (said  Mr.  6.,)  that  venerable  patriot  never  expected, 
inerer  asked,, forgiveness  at  the  hands  of  his  enemiea. 
bew  he  had  incurred  their  eternal  displeasure.  He 
expseted  qoartera  from  those  whose  pride  and  pleas- 
[htl  been  to  embitter  hi»  declining  yearv,  whose  objects 
to  thwart  the  viowa  of  his  administration  in  every 
ent  measure,  to  triumph  in  the  misfortunes  of  their 
iment,  to  rejoice  in  the  distresses  of  the  people,  and 
svent,  as  far  as  poasible,  the  relief  of  those  distresses, 
a  view  to  the  overthrow  of  the  administration,  and  to 
Ihemselfss  into  power  in  the  midat  of  those  distresses. 
iCOQcJDsion,  sir,  and  as  the  time  advances  when  it  is  ex- 
pd  be  will  make  his  final  exit  "  to  that  bourn  from 
kce  no  traveller  returns,''  and  as  the  time  approaches 
n  we  may  expect  to  hear  <*  that  he  has  slept  the  sleep 
^th,"  and  closed  his  earthly  career,  I  wish  to  be  per- 
M  io  say  to  those  influenced  by  such  feelings^  and  con- 
Nm  bj  such  motives,  looking  as  he  does  to  his  coun- 
Pgooit  be  has  never  been  inclined  to  hold  communion 
Pi  or  extend  to  them  the  hand  of  lellowship. 
pr-  CAMBRELJ5r<(0  here  called  for  the  orders  of  the 

Bl'  ADAMS  asked  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to 
HpODc  that  call  for  tlie  present,  at  the  same  time  inlima- 
Ihis  wish  lo  speak  on  the  resolution  before  the  House. 
DM  of  •* Go  on !  go  on !"  from  all  quarters.] 
■r.  CAMBRELBNG  refused  to  withdraw  the  call  for 
IsrJers  of  the  day,  as  the  momiog  hour  had  more  than 

fhe  call  for  the  orders  was  not  sustained,  (the  vole 

N  92  to  84,)  and 

Wf'  ADAMS  resumed  the  floor  and  said :  I  tender  to 

PHoDse  my  thanks  for  their  indulgence  in  perniitling 

I  lo  address  them,  and  I  promise  not  to  abuse  their  kind- 

p  b;  trespassing  long  upon  their  time. 

pr.  Speaker,  referring  to  the  elegant  classical  allusion 

[tfce  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.   Howjlru,]  who 

poies  to  refer  this  mvestigation  to  the  Military  Com- 

P^t  I  hsil  with  joy   this  reappearance  of  tho  sweet 

iQtain  Aretho^a.     But  I  must  say,  with  the  Roman  poet, 

;  **  Sic  libi,  Gum  fluctw,  subierlabere  Sicanos 

I  "Doris  amara  suam,  non  Inieriuiticeai  undani." 

gnot  the  bitter  waters  of  the  Doris  be  mingled  with  the 
piflooos  stream  of  Arethusa — and  the  Doris,  in  this  case, 
pMt  frankly  admit  is— Me  Military  Commitlee. 
^j  how  is  that  committee  constituted  ?    The  gentle- 
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man  from  Virginia,  the  mover  of  this  resoloUon  has  told 
the  Hoase  in  one  point  of  view  there  are  oil  this  commit- 
tee eight  friends  of  power— an  honorable  denomination 
which  I  take  from  the  gentleman  from  Virgiuia,  who  told 
the  House  the  other  day  that  he  first  oame  to  this  Honse, 
himself  one  of  that  number — eight  friends  of  power,  and 
one  friend  to  — —  what  ahall  I  say  1  friend  to  hu  country  1 
No !  That  would  imply  that  the  others  are  not  friends  to 
their  country,  which  I  ain  bound  not  to  believe ;  shall  I  say 
friend  to  liberty  T  No !  for  the  same  reason— I  suppose 
them  all  friends  to  liberty — well,  I  will  say,  a  friend  of  his 
country,  who  is  not  the  friend  of  power.  This,  sir,  is  the 
objection  of  the  gentleaoan  from  Virginia,  in  my  judgment 
a  very  valid  objection.  But  I  have  tho  same  objection,  in 
another  point  of  view  deeply  interesting  Co  my  own  im- 
mediate constituents.  How  is  that  committee  constituted 
with  reference  to  the  different  sections  of  the  country  1 
There  are  eight  gentlemen  upon  that  committee  from  re- 
gions south  and  west  of  the  Potomac,  and  but  one  member 
alone  from  Maine  to  Virginia ;  eleven  States ;  and  that  is 
my  honorable  friend  [Mr.  Kxw ble]  from  New  York,  who 
is  as  worthy  as  any  individual  gentleman  can  poesibly  be 
of  such  a  posttioo  on  that  committee.  He,  alone,  repre- 
sents thereon  his  own  "empire  State,"  as  well  as  all  the 
New  England  States,  and  those  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware,  and  Maryland. 

Why,  Mr.  Adams  would  ask,  was  the  Military  Com- 
mittee thus  constituted?  Why  are  not  the  dlifieront sec- 
tions of  the  country  represented  in  that  commitlee  ?  Have 
they  no  interest  in  the  subjects  which  are  the  peculiar  to- 
pics of  inquiry  and  action  there  1  Upon  what  principle  are 
committees  of  this  House  constituted  1  Mr.  A.  said  his 
constituents  had  certainly  a  deep  interest  in  those  topics. 
A  vast  amount  of  their  money  had  been  expended  on  the 
recommendation  of  that  committee.  Now,  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Howabd]  had  urged  the  reference 
of  this  resolution  to  that  committee,  and  he  (Mr.  A.)  was 
giving  his  reasons  why  that  reference  should  not  be  made. 

And  this  was  a  good  argument,  too,  he  contended, 
against  the  use  of  the  ordinary  mode  of  appointing  commit* 
tees  in  this  House,  in  the  present  caaa.  He  ftUaded  to  the 
observation  of  Mr.  Wise,  who  had  said  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  could  not  be  impartial  in  appointing  such 
committees.  They  must  all  have  a  preponderance  of  the 
'  *  friends  of  power. ' '  He  had  some  experience  of  the  truth 
of  this  remark  fer  some  sessions  past ;  and  with  reference, 
too,  to  theie  very  malten.  And  he  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  what  hail  taken  place  there  not  quite  two 
years  ago.  He  showed  from  the  journal  that,  on  the  15th 
January,  1836,  Mr.  Bkll,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Aflairs,  moved  for  a  similar  inquiry  with  that  pro- 
posed by  the  resolution  under  consideration,  with  power  to 
the  columiltec  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to.  It  gave  the  committee  power  to  inves' 
tigate  this  yeiy  same  subject,  because  the  Florida  .cam- 
paigns were  legitimate  and  proper  matters  of  inquiry,  in  ail 
their  details,  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiaira.  What 
followed  1  And  here  Mr.  Adaks  read  again  from  thejoitr- 
nal,  and  showed  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1836,  Mr.  Beli., 
from  the  Gommiltee  on  Indian  Afliurs,  reported  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  eflfect  that  that  committee  have  power  to  sit  in 
the  recess,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  investigation. 
What  were  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on  this  resolu- 
tion 1  First,  there  was  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  tible. 
This  did  not  succeed.  Then  the  previous  question  was 
moved,  and  not  sustained.  AAerwards  that  motion  was 
renewed,  and  on  the  main  question  (upon  the  resolution) 
being  put  to  the  House,  the  vote  was  87  to  87.  The  Speak- 
er voted  in  the  negative,  and  the  resolution  was  sent  to 
« the  tomb  of  the  Capulets !" 

Then  there  was  a  memorial  presented  here  by  Mr.  Lewis, 
of  Alabama,  compbiining  of  certain  alleged  abuses  in  the 
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insnagement  of  these  ware.     That  gentlonwn  proposed  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Indkn  Affairs,  with  power 
to  lit  in  the  recess,  and  to  atrthoriza  three  or  four  of  thetr 
numlier  to  act  upon  it.     What  then  ?     A  member  from 
Louisiana,  not  now  in  his  place,  [Mr.  Rifl«t,]  moved  to 
refer  the  memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
No  sooner  said  than  done !     And  now,  sir,  asked  Mr.  A., 
has  any  geatleman  of  this  House  ever  heard  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  from  that  day  to  this,  a  single 
word  in  lelation  to  the  matter  t  a  single  word,  as  to  the 
investigation  of  frauds,  alleged  by  citisens  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  memorial  to  their  representatives  1  frauds  and 
abuses  in  the  carrying  un  of  campaSgns  costing  so  many 
tnilKons  of  money  1     He  paused  for  a  reply.     Had  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  heard 
any  thing  from  the  quarter  to  which  it  had  been  referred, 
upon  that  subject  1     Had  the  Spyiker  of  the  House  done 
so  1     Had  there  ever  been  a  mewage  from  the  Eiecutive 
sent  to  this  House  on  the  subject  1     He  heard  no  answer 
to  these  inquiries ;  snd  he  was  warranted  in  saying  that 
there  had  been  nothino:,  nothing  whatever,  dene  upon  the 
matter.     And  with  these  examples  belisre  him,  with  the 
uniform  course  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Speaker,  in 
similar  cases,  before  him,  how  could  he  be  in  favor  of  the 
ordinary   mode  of  appointing  committees  of  that  House  ? 
It  was  mockery  to  refer  such  subjects  to  such  toromittees. 
He  much  preferred  the  election  ol  the  proposed  committee 
by  ballot,  for  these  reasons, 

Now,  Mr.  Adams  admiit^  it  is  in  the  power  of  die  ma- 
jority of  liie  Houee  to  put  a  majority  of  the  **  friends  of 
power"  upon  a  committee  thus  chosen.     And  it  was  pos- 

•  sible  that  the  majority  would  even  fill  the  committee  with 
nine  **  friends  of  power,''  instesd  of  eight,  and  one  who 
was  not ;  while,  if  the  Speaker  were  to  appoint  it,  he  might, 
ai  all  events,  place  one,  perhaps  two ;  and,  in  an  extreme 
and  unusual  moment  of  liberality,  might  even  place  three 
friends  to  the  investigation  on  the  committee.  In  making 
these  allusions  to  the  Speaker,  Mr.  A.  said  it  was  his 
intention  to  be  perfectly  respectAil  ss  a  member  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  A.  Airther  contended  thst,  in  the  appointment  of 
coirfmittees  of  investigation,  the  same  parliamentary  rule 
which  regulates  the  appointment  of  standing  and  ordinary 
committees  does  not  apply.     And  he  referred  to  the  con- 

•  atant  usage  of  the  British  Parliament,  in  which  it  wss  ani- 
versttHy  the  practice  to  place  on  committees  of  inquiry  a 
majority  of  members  in  friiMTof  the  proposed  investigation. 
It  was  oertakily  a  mockery  of  common  sense  that  it  should 
be  otherwise. 

Mr.  Adams  went  into  an  examination  of  the  reason  why 
investigating  committees  hitherto  appointed  by  this  HooRe 
had  never  diechargeil  the  duties  assigned  them.  He  refer- 
red to  the  liberal  mode  of  proceeding  in  these  committees. 
When  any  specific  point  was  to  be  inquired  into,  theques^ 
tion  was  always  forbidden  to  be  put  by  the  majority,  and 
the  investigation  was  smothered,  upon  the  ground  that 
thera  should  be  <<  specific  charges,*' before  the  action  of 
the  committee  should  be  proper!  ('Specific  charges!" 
and  here,  this  morning,  a  gentleman  read  to  us  letters  from 
good  authority  containing  such  charges ;  and  now  what 
are  we  told  ?  That  that  is  prejudging  the  cases  to  be  in- 
vestigated !  And  this  is  the  two-edged  sword,  of  too 
much  specification  on  the  dtie  side,  and  none  at  all  on 
the  other,  which  is  wielded  against  the  friends  of  investi- 
gation ! 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  again  hoping  ihnt  the  proposctl 
committee  would  bo  appointed  by  ballot ;  and  that  that 
committee  might  not  be  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
the  majority  of  whom  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  is  in  the  habit  of  calling  on  so  success- 
fully to  "toe  the  motk !" 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 


TRBASUKY  NOTE  BILL. 
The  Hoose  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  fin  "H 
to  authorito  the  issuing  of  IVeasury  notes,"  as  reportrf 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ii^ 
Union. 

The  question  pending  was  on  agreeing  to  the  aroai> 
ment  of  Mr.  Uhdeswood,  as  modified  hy  the  amendoNil 
of  Mr.  pATToir. 

Mr.  BOND  addressed  the  House  in  support  of  III 
amendment,  and  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  McKfM  denied  that  the  sale  Of  the  United  Sum 
Bank  bonds  would  bring  an  immediate  supply  of  mmi 
into  the  Treasury  ;  for,  in  the  first  plaee,  there  nnut,  4 
least,  lie  a  delay  of  four  or  five  months  expended  in  (hi 
negotiation,  at  a  probable  loss  too  of  from  four  to  sii  ||i 
cent,  and  then  the  Government  would  b^  likely  to  get  ft 
return  only  bank  notes.  He  was  not  unfriendly  Umul 
any  banks;  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Seov 
tary  of  the  Treasury  could  not  pay  out  banknotfs;  Ih^ 
would  be  usdess  to  the  Treasury. 

Another  consideration  was,  that  the  bonds  given  l)ji 
hank  were  for  two  millions  each,  an  amount  that  vicM 
inconvenient  to  negotiate  in  London,  and  how  did 
know  that  the  bank  would  consent  to  divide  them  api 
bonds  of  a  smaller  size,  say  for  a  thousand  doHan 
He  apprehended  that  it  would  not  only  interfere  with 
arrangements  of  the  bank,  both  here  and  in  Londoi,! 
that  it  would  be  found  to  be  against  their  interest  to  dot 

Again,  in  point  of  economy,  there  wjuld  be  saving^ 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes.     How  ?     Why,  the  Ui' 
States  Bank  bonds  bore  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
as  the  Treasury  notes  would  not  probably  bear  a 
rate  than  three  or '  four,   or,  at  the  most,  five  per 
The  saving  would  be  the  diflference  between  those  twoi 
of  interest  on  several  millions  of  doHara — ^no  alights 
sideration. 

Again,  there  would  he  a  probable  loss  on  the  sale 
bonds  from  their  par  value,  of  from  five  to  six  per  od 
for,  by  the  latest  advices  from  the  English  money  wM 
United  States  Bank  bonds  were  at  94  or  95  there,  ti 
too,  was  independent  of  the  exchange,  whatever  it  m^ 
be,  and  the  commission  or  expenses  of  negotiation. 

Another  objection  ho  had  to  the  amendment  waf,tbi& 
would  be  disreputable  to  the  character  and  credh  of  i 
Government  to  be  selling  its  securities  in  the  market  ^ 
same  objection  would  ahu  apply  on  the  pait  of  ttitm 
itself;  for  she.  Do  more  than  merchants,  would  like  tot 
her^liabiliiies  hawked  for  sale.  Moreover,  the  United  Si 
would  have  to  endorse  the  bonds  before  they  could  bil 
gotiated  at  all ;  and  he  was  indispoFcd  to  place  the  <! 
ernment  in  so  disreputable  a  position. 

Now,  what  Would  ba  the  effect  of  the  Treasury  ooiH 
Why,  they  would  be  equal  to  so  much  gold  uid  si 
thrown  out  among  the  community,  for  they  would,  «l 
out,  be  received  by  the  Government,  in  payment  of  4| 
as  gold  and  silver,  and  the  creditors  of  the  Governn 
would  gladly  take  them  as  such,  as  they  could  readily  f 
them  as  such,  because  they  would  be  sought  after  by' 
importing  merchant  to  pay  his  bonds.  *  Moreover,  ' 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  not  attempt  to  issue  d 
than  were  applied  for.  It  was  then,  in  effect,  putthif 
much  gold  and  silver  into  circulation  the  moment  the 
passed. 

Mr.  BOND  inquired  if  he  was  to  underf^tand  the  f 
tlcn)Rn  to  say  that  paper  could  be  made  equal  to  goU  t 
silver. 

Mr.  McKIM.  Certainly  not.  He  meant  only  to  c 
vcy  the  idea  that  the  Treasury  noles  would  answer  in 
place  of  gold  and  silver,  being  receivable  fur  the  daei 
the  Government,  and  its  claimants  being  glad  to  get  I 
of  them.  After  a  few  further  remarks  of  the  same  tenor,  1 
McK.  concluded  by  hoping  the  House  would  pass  Ibe 
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B  ito  oogiiial  fonn  as  it  came  from  the  CominUlee  of  the 
nboie ;  for  be  eonadered  the  «nendinent  would  be  de- 
ttveltw  to  the  bnrfnen  of  the  Treesaiy,  which  wee  in  im- 
ledkte  want  of  the  mesne  for  eenyinf  on  the  GoTem- 
KBt,  end  whieh  it  could  not  procare  under  the  operetion 
be  of  the  emeBdmeiit. 

Mr.  CUBHINO  tddreevd  the  House  at  length  in  op- 
•ntieD  to  the  hill ;  and  after  a  few  woida  from  Mr.  BELL 
Bd  Mr.  MeiUM,  the  hour  having  ardved,  the  Hotiae  took 
It  Moal  reoeae  till  4  o'cloci[. 

EvKviKo  Sfssiozr. 

The  Ho«w  reaumed  the  oonsideratien  of  the  htil  report- 
d  from  the  Commitlee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the 
Fniott,  *<lo  antfaorae  the  iaauing  of 'J^nasuiy  notes." 

The  4|iieelian  being  on  the  following  aroendaient,  toor- 
I  en  Thncsdaj  by  Mr.  UHnxnwoon,  vis: 

*<  That  the  Secietarj  of  the  Treaeucy  be  authorized  te 
dl  and  tfwwfr''  to  the  purehaser  or  pusehaseie  the  bonds 
reWdenoee  ef  debt  executed  by  the  president,  directora, 
ri  conpaBy  d  the  Bank  ef  the  United  States  ef  Penn- 

aia»  for  and  in  consadefolion  of  the  stock  held  by  the 
I  Statea  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Butes,  and 
^■ppiy  the  money  arising  from  sndi  sale  and  transfer  in 
bm^t  of  any  demands  upon  the  Treasury :  Protiied^ 
maery  That  no  sale  and  transfer  of  said  bonds  or  evi- 


^■e  ^  «lebt  ehall  be  inede  for  a  less  sum  than  the  noini- 
|t  aoKmii*  of  said  bonds  or  eridences  of  debt,  exclusive 
^inlereet.*' 

CAMBRBLBNO  stated  lliat  upon  this  amendment 

ed  the  fata  of  this  bill ;  becattae,  if  it  should  be 

the  Tieasnry  of  the  United  States  would  be  in 

power  of  the  flsnk  of  the  United  Slatef.    He  should 

te  e  foil  attendance  of  the  House,  and  should 

for  a  call»  [the  Heose  was  still  tfiin^]  unless  some 

wished  to  addiese  the  House. 
.  HOPKINS,  for  one,  was  ineUned  to  vote  Ibr  the 
He  eoald  not  see  how  its  adoption  would  place 
enuneot  in  the  power  of  the  Uoited  States  Bank. 
abjccA  in  aslling  them  waa  to  command  an  amoant  of 
and  eilver  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Treasury ;  and 
Inittins  the  bank  would  beoone  the  purchaser,  so  much 
iki  be  drawn  from  ita  vanlte^  and  he  did  not  see 
|v  Government  cenki  be  injured  by  having  a  debt  thus 
in  ad  ranee. 
CA  MBRSLENQ  wished  to  state  that  he  had  not  said 
United  Stataa  Bank  would  lie  the  direct  purchaser,  but 
fte  bonds  would  be  bought  up  by  the  agenta  of  the  bank. 

HOPKINS  then  addressed  the  Obatr  as  follows : 
'.  Speaker :  I  have  not  risen,  sir,  to  take  part  in  this 
y  protracted  debate,  but  to  reply  very  briefly  to  the 
vidinory  dedarstion  this  moment  uttorad  by  the  chair- 
of  the  Committee  of  Waye  and  Means,  [Mr.  Cam- 
,nv«.]  H«  said,  sir,  *'that  upon  thia  amendment 
d  the  foteef  the  bill;  beeanae,  if  it  should  be  adopt- 
Tieeenry  of  the  United  States  would  be  in  the 
ef  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea.''  For  one,  eir, 
favorably  inclined  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
from  Kentncky,  [Mr.  Uzraraweon ;]  but  if  the 
ef  the  Committee  of  Wayg  and  Means  can  oon- 
of  the  truth  of  bis  remark,  I  will  most  cheerfblly 
iqnisb  my  determination  to  support  \\^  amendment. 
,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say  that  such  can- 
i  in  my  jadgmant  be  the  operation  of  the  amendment 
jiar  eoaaideration.  Ner  do  I  believe  that  any  unprefti- 
Bad  mind  in  this  HaU  can  eome  to  such  a  concliislon. 
%«f  does  the  bill  propose,  sir  1  To  authorite  the  Se'cre- 
of  the  Tioasary  to  iaene  Treasury  notes  to  the  amount 
illiona  of  doUan,  lor  the  redemption  of  which  the 
el  the  United  States  is  solemnly  pledged.  And  why 
tre  preposid,  but  to  eapply  the  Treseury  with 
ef  meetiav  the  various  demands  upon  it  1  Well, 


sir,  what  does  the  amendment  which  has  thus  been  de- 
nounced propose  1  Nothing  more  than  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  negotiate  a  sale  of  the  bonds 
held  by  the  Government  upon  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of 
the  United  States^  provided  they  can  be  sold  for  the  nomi- 
nal  amount  of  them,  and  apply  the  fotids  thus  obtained  to 
tl)e  uses  of  the  Treasury.  If,  then,  this  object,  the  firet 
contemplated  by  the  amendment,  can  thus  be  attained  by 
the  use  of  means  belonging  to  the  Government,  why,  I 
ask,  sir,  shall  we  not  adopt  it  *  Why  hold  up  these  bonds, 
if  we  can  convert  them  without  loss  into  available  fHinds  ? 
Sir,  it  will  be  difficult  to  furnish  any  one  good  reason 
agatnA  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  if  in  other  respects 
it  be  free  from  the  objections  urged  against  it,  and  which 
I  will  now  briefly  notice.  Tt  is  contended,  sir,  that  the 
amounts  of  the  bonds  in  question  are  so  large  as  to  eiclude 
from  competition  individual  or  private  capitalists ;  and 
hence  they  will  be  purchased  in  Chestnut  or  Wall  street  by 
the  agents  c^  the  bank.  I  am  willing,  for  the  sake  of  ar- 
gument, to  admit  that  such  may  be  the  case,  but  still  I 
deny  the  truth  of  the  declaration  that  the  Government  wiQ 
thertiby  be  placed  under  the  control  of  die  "defunct  mon- 
ster, **  which  so  constantly  haunts  the  imagination  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  o(  Ways  and  Means.  Nor 
can  the  Government  lose  a  dollar  by  thus  throwing  into 
the  market  a  fund  unsuited  to  the  investment  of  private 
capital,  and  which  it  cannot  divide  to  suit  the  means  and 
capacities  of  purchasers,  because  the  same  amendment  con- 
tains another  provision  which  puts  this  argument  to  rest, 
by  expressly  prohibiting  the  Secretary  from  selling  the 
bonds  for  any  thing  less  than  the  nominal  amount  of  them. 
Let  us,  then,  suppose  that  the  bonds  are  purchased  by  the 
agents  of  the  banks  upon  the  terms  proposed  in  the  amend- 
ment, and  what  is  the  necessary  and  inevitable  result  1 
Why,  sir,  according  to  my  understanding,  so  far  from 
placing  the  Government  under  the  control  of  the  bank,  we 
should  realize  in  advance  the  payment  of  a  debt  due  in 
one,  two,  and  three  years,  and  that,  too,  in  the  gold  and 
silver  of  the  frightful  monster  itself. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  always  entertained  great  respect 
for  the  opinions  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  [Mr.  Caxb hslcno,]  but  upon  this  subject  I 
must  be  permitted  to  think  that  he  is  under  a  strange  and 
most  palpable  delusion.  Sir,  can  it  be  that  I  mistake  the 
true  operation  of  this  amendment  ?  Can  it  be  that  the 
withdrawal  of  six  millions  and  a  half  of  specie  from  the 
vaults  of  the  bank,  and  transferring  it  to  the  Treasury, 
will  increase  the  dependence  of  the  latter,  or  llie  power  of 
the  former  ?  No,  sir,  the  proposition  is  absurd  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  T  cannot  and  will  not  assent  to  it. 

But  another  objection  has  been  made  to  the  amendment, 
to  which,  whilst  I  am  up,  I  will  reply.  It  is  apprehended 
that  these  bonds,  with  the  endorsement  of  the  Government, 
might  find  their  way  to  Europe,  and  thus  increase  the  for- 
eign balance  against  us.  I  am  willing,  again,  for  the  sake 
of  the  argument,  to  admit  the  truth  of  this  objection ;  but 
I  beg  those  who  give  to  it  any  consideration,  to  bear  in 
mind  that,  under  the  amendment,  we  must  receive  for  the 
bonds  their  nominal  amount  in  available  funds,  and  wheth- 
er we  receive  it  from  our  own  capitalists  or  those  abroad, 
we  shsll  be  upon  safe  ground,  so  long  as  we  receive  in  re- 
turn the  same  amount  in  gold  and  silver.  But  gentlemen 
forget  to  remember  that  this  objection  applies  with  equal 
force  to  the  bill,  without  the  amendment,  because  your 
Treasury  notes,  issued  by  the  authority  and  upon  the  faith 
of  this  Government,  will  be  just  as  likely  to  cross  the  great 
waters,  and  increase  the  foreign  balance  against  us,  as  the 
bonds  which  we  propose  to  sell,  with  this  diflerence  in  fa- 
vor of  the  amendment,  that  the  bill  without  it  may  in^ 
crease  that  balance  against  the  Government,  whilst  (ha 
amendment  would  only  increase  the  balance  against  the 
*«  the  monster.** 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I  prefer  the  amendment  for  another  reaaoo. 
I  regard  these  bonds  as  a  legitimate  fund  belonging  to  the 
Government,  and  am  willing  to  make  them  available  if  I 
can  to  the  Treasury,  rather  than  saddle  the  nation  with 
another  public  debt,  as  we  must  do,  by  the  passage  of  the 
bill  upon  your  table.  Much,  however,  as  I  deplore  that 
evil,  I  would,  if  no  other  alternative  was  at  hand,  adopt  it 
to  save  the  Treasury  of  the  nation  from  bankruptcy-  But, 
by  adopting  the  amendment,  you  supply  the  wants  of  yonr 
Government,  and,  at  the  same  time,  avoid  the  necessitjr 
of  creating  a  debt,  which  must  be  paid  under  your  unjust 
and  unequal  system  of  taxation.  And  why,  Mr.  Speaker, 
permit  (ne  to  ask,  should  we  reject  the  amendmenti  if  the 
only  object  be  to  replenish  an  exhausted  Treasury  with  a 
hard-money  constitutional  currency  1  Sir,  I  confess  that 
the  strong  repugnance  manifested  from  a  certain  quarter^ 
for  every  proposition  to  replenish  the  Treasury  save  one, 
and  the  pertinacity  with  which  that  one  i«  supported,  haa 
awakened  my  suspicion  as  to  the  true  character  and  object 
of  the  measure.  If  we  propose  to  sell  our  bank  debt,  it  is 
objected  to,  although  warmly  recommended  by  General 
Jackson  in  1884,  in  whose  footsteps  gentlemen  were  once 
wont  to  tread.  If  we  propose  U>  authorize  the  Secretary 
to  borrow  money  upon  the  faith  of  the  Government,  the 
measure  is  objected  to.  If  it  is  proposed  to  prohibit  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  subordinate  disbursing  offi- 
cers of  the  Government,  from  circulating  their  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues,  whilst  they  have  on  hand  and  in  their 
custody  gold  and  silver  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  that 
measure,  too,  is  objected  to.  And  I  repeat,  sir,  with  none 
other  than  feelings  of  profound  regret,  that  the  discussion 
which  has  taken  place  upon  these  several  amendments  has 
excited  my  suspicion,  and  I  now  declare  it. 

I  have  heard,  sir,  in  the  progress  of  this  debate,  senti- 
ments advanced  upon  this  floor,  by  some  of  my  political 
friends,  against  which  I  must  enter  my  most  solemn  pro- 
test. An  honorable  and  esteemed  colleague  of  mine  upon 
my  lofi  [Mr.  Riyxs]  took  occasion  yesterday  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  this  bill,  the  object  of  which  seemed  to  be 
to  facilitate  the  circulation  of  the  Treasury  notes  as  a  paper 
currency.  He  is  reported  to  have  said  that,  "  while  they 
(Treasury  notes)  met  and  relieved  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  would  equally  meet  the  great  wants  of  the 
people  by  giving  them  a  uniform  circulating  medium."  And 
again  he  is  reported  to  have  said  that  *'  these  notes  (Trea- 
sury) would  at  once  reduce  the  balance  of  exchange  with 
England  ;  and  this  would  operate  to  prevent  their  depre- 
ciation. Treasury  notes,  he  says,  .would  circulate  better 
without  bearing  interest  than  with  a  low  rate  of  interest, 
and  were  th  eamouut  $40,000,000,  instead  of  $10,000,000, 
it  would  be  a  safe  and  salutary  measure,  and  the  very  best 
thing  Congress  could  do.".  Now,  sir,  these  are  sentiments 
which  I  was  not  prepared  to  expect,  and  to  which  I  can 
never  subscribe.  Sir,  at  the  time  that  these  remarks  were 
made  by  my  colleague,  in  favor  of  his  amendment,  I  was 
gratified  to  believe  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  dissented  from  them.  But  that  gentle- 
man has  since  assumed  grounds  in  debate,  which  satisfies 
my  mind  that  he  too  looke  to  and  advocates  this  bill  as 
something  more  than  a  means  of  furnishing  an  embarras- 
sed Treasury  with  hard  money  to  meet  the  demands  upon 
it.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  pray  gentlemen  to  pause,  and  review 
the  sentiments  they  have  avowed.  I  implore  them  to  pause 
before  they  give  their  consent  to  a  measure  fraught  with 
consequences  so  dangerous  as  the  emission  of  a  Treasury 
paper  currency,  based  upon  the  public  faith,  and  controlled 
by  the  will  of  one  man,  already  clothed  with  extraordinary 
powers.  Our  present  Executive  may  be  honest  and  trust- 
worthy. I  hope  and  sincerely  believe  he  is — but  even  to 
him,  «ir,  I  will  not  consent  to  surrender  a  power  of  such 
a  fearful  character.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  the  part  of  prudence^ 
or  a  wise  forecast,  to  legislate  in  reference  alone  to  the 


present  incombent  of  the  Executive  cliair ;  bot  we  sbooU 
look  to  the  ftitare  with  a  jealoos  eye,  and  guard  with  care 
and  circomspection  the  liberties  of  the  people  from  6ie 
grasp  of  onhallowed  ambition.  I  will  not  stop  nowtodBali 
upon  the  evils,  or  dwell  upon  the  roinons  conss^aeue^ 
which  must  foUow  the  establishment  of  a  aystein  which, 
once  matored,  will,  in  my  homUe  judgment,  be  far  moic 
dangerous  to  the  inatitntiona  of  oor  coontry  end  to  th> 
liberties  of  the  people,  than  that  **  defunct  mooster,"  whasi 
ghost  seems  to  be  constantly  flitting  hefi>re  the  aiffrightBi 
imaginations  of  gentlemen  here  who  support  this  measar^ 
which  I  fear  is  the  precursor  of  a  system  of  GovemiaeHt 
paper  corrency,  which,  in  the  list  of  "monston^"  ai|k 
well  lie  called  '<  legion." 

The  amendment,  however,  does  not  propoae  a  arie  af 
the  bank  bonds,  as  the  only  oMana  of  relief  to  the  Tras- : 
ury,  but  goes  forther,  and  in  the  event  that  thia  meaaiva  I 
ahall  liail,  then  the  Sceretary  of  the  Treaaory  u  amhorinl  \ 
to  borrow  an  amoant  of  money  upon  the  hik  of  theOa^  i 
enunent  eqaal  to  the  nominal  valne  of  the  bonds.     An^ 
air,  the  honorable  mover  cf  the  amendment  has  aigaifirf  ' 
his  willingness  so  to  modify  the  second  section  of  hi 
amendment  aa  to  leave  it  to  the  Hooae  to  any  what  sitt 
may  thoa  be  borrowed  for  the  nae  of  the  Trtasmy ;  ail 
atill  it  is  oljected  to,  not  becanae  it  will  not  meet  the  «» 
ergencies  of  the  Treasury,  bot  because  it  aQpersedn  *l 
iasue  of  ten  millions  of  inoonvertibie  Traasory  paper  oiF 
rency,  which  the  Government  cannot,  and.  wiU  not,  » 
deem  upon  preaentation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  in  principle  a  hardnnoney  man,  sal 
I  have  the  satisfaction  to  believe  that  the  patriotic  peoyli 
whom  I  have  the  diatinguiahed  honor  to  repraeent  apn 
this  floor  prefer  the  constitutional  currency  of  our  hxbm 
to  any  paper  money,  your  Treaaory  notea  included.  Bri| 
whilst  I  aay  this,  I  desire  that  it  ahall  be  diatinctly  uDdu^ 
stood  that  I  am  not  to  be  enlisted  in  the  eontempbied  era* 
sado  against  the  existing  inatitntiona  of  Virginia  and  hs 
sister  States,  to  accomplish  the  narrow  object  of  wajp^iymi 
the  Government  alone  with  the  conatilutional  currsBcy; 
and  I  now  admoniah  gentlemen  that,  until  they  propoiei 
measure  broad  and  comprebenaive  enough  to  aeparate  the 
great  body  oi  the  peoplofrom  the  banks»  I  will  not  co-op^ 
rate  with  thom  in  giving  effect  to  a  partial  reatrided  mtt^ 
ure,  which  fumiahee  a  hard-money  currency  only  to  theu, 
who,  in  the  better  days  of  our  republic,  were  regarded  u 
the  mere  servants  of  the  people,  and  considered  amemfab 
to  them.  Now,  air,  I  am  not  the  man  to  adrocate  hai^ 
in  my  repreaentative  capacity,  any  measure  which  vi 
provide  gold  and  silver  fbr  myself,  and  other  functioDuiei 
of  the  (xovemment,  whilat  the  people  are  left  to  endnia  •! 
the  evils  of  a  depreciated  paper  money. 

But  I  have  another  objection  to  the  details  of  this  BWtf* 
ure,  growing  out  of  the  palpable  injustice  which  mod  ir 
suit,  from  the  denoniiuations  of  theae  Treasury  natn,  w^ 
the  poorer  claaaea  of  the  community.  If,  «r,  aa  is  now  Wj 
obvious  for  the  most  increduloiw  lo  doobt^  these  noisi  m\ 
to  circulate  and  perform  all  the  functions  of  a  piper  eA^ 
rency,  they  cannot  reach  the  pocket  of  the  poor  mao,  M 
must  serve  alone  the  (lurpoee  of  the  wealthy,  who  skM' 
can  command  the  benefit  of  a  corrency  in  denominatidM 
of  one  hundred  dollars.  Another  efiect  ef  this  meason»  I 
fear,  will  be  tq  cripple  still  mors  the  State  banks,  no*  n^ 
idly  recovering  from  the  ehock  by  which  the  whole  mo» 
tary  syatom  of  the  community  has  been  ao  recently  coavi^' 
aed  to  its  centre;  ami,  whilat  it  may  relieve  the  Govefa»| 
ment,  may  at  the  same  time  embarrass  still  more  the  grsA: 
body  of  the  people. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  every  aapectof  thia  queetion,  look* ' 
ing  to  it  not  as  a  party  queation,  but  one  purely  fioaadaii 
my  mind  still  inclines  me  to  the  amendment,  as  the  do4 
safe,  wise,  and  salutary,  and  certainly  most  oonptM 
with  the  conatitution.    Sir,  there  is  aoothar  faatwt  is  ^ 
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■Midaeot  which  oomniMids  my  ttpprobation,  and  it  it 
w:  it  piopoaes  ft  pUin,  direct,  and  onequivocal  mode  of 
MQopiithiof  tha  very  object  which  genUemen  profess  to 
ive  ia  Tiew--the  reliaf  of  the  Treasury.  And,  for  one,  I 
Kler,  sir,  to  plint  myself  upon  that  plain  proTision  of  the 
MMkitatioa  which  authoriies  OoBgress  **  to  borrow  money 
pw  the  faith  of  the  United  Statea,''  and  thus  to  meet  and 
tmkfor  the  eiigencies  of  the  Treasury,  rather  than 
lipi  the  measure  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
km,  which,  if  not  of  doubtful  legality,  is  in  every  way 
naptimable  in  policy.  Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  fear  that 
Bi  Treiiuiy  currency  is  relied  upon  to  give  life  and  vigor 
» tke  new  scheme,  now  for  •  the  first  time  recommended, 
f  nptnting  the  Goremment  ffrom  the  banks,  whibt  the 
Hple  ire  M  to  struggle  with  all  the  evils  of  a  paper  cur- 
Mejr.  Ifao^  sir,  I,  for  one,  shall  beeitate,  aaone  of  the 
hMimttation  party,  before  I  can  take  to  my  embrace  a 
ttifisg  whieb,  I  fear,  is  the  mere  praearsor  of  a  bank  and 
ptpercsmncy  far  more  formidable  and  dangerous  than 
iftoh  ibood  in  the  history  of  this  country.  Sir,  I  am 
imd  to  that  indirect,  ambiguous,  and  eqoi vocal  system 
fhgiilition  which  characterizes  the  measure  under  oon- 
iimtioii,  ss  calculated  to  destroy  that  check  upon  our 
(sdoet  hece  which  will  ever  result  from  an  effective  and 
petieil  responsibility  to  our  constituents;  and  hence,  in 
V  poor  judgment,  we  should  always  provide  by  an  actual 
tfnpriitioa  fer  every  loan  which  w^ntboriie,  and  which 
I  Ml  done  in  the  bill  upon  your  tabn.  I  know,  sir,  thst 
i  Am  times  such  sentiments  are  likely  to  be  regarded  as 
M  fwhionsd  or  radical ;  but  the  time  will  come,  must 
whsD  they  wUi  be  appreciated.  That  system  of  in- 
t  legislBtion,  which  seeks  to  avoid  a  just  and  full  re- 
oUiiiy  to  the  people,  may  be  submiited  to  for  a  time, 
will  hi  the  end  receive  ito  merited  condemnation  by  an 
wd  and  indignant  communtty  of  intelligent  freemen! 
llaa  not,  I  hope,  sir,  mistaken  or  misunderstood  upon 

■  tabject  T  am  willing  to  extend  to  the  Treasury  im- 
N>tto  tnd  ample  relief^  i>y  any  means  compatible  with 
k  coiHdtotion  and  my  convictions  of  public  duty ;  nor 
il  I  be  drswn  from  this  determination  by  any  doubt 
iUeb  nsy  be  entertained  as  to  the  real  amount  necessary, 
"t  by  the  uperitiea  of  party  intolerance,  the  prominent 
■•  of  oar  deliberations  and  councils  here.  Yes,  sir,  I 
IB  wiUbg,  and  stand  ready,  to  vote  any  sum,  in  the 
Modief  resion,  which  the  SecieUry  of  the  I'rcMury  may 
JB>i^cr  necessary  to  meet  the  most  liberal  wants  of  the 
J^l^mimit;  and  if  ho  asks  more  than  is  necessary,  I  leave 

■  to  his  just  reeponeibility  to  the  country. 

^4 1  tm  opposed  to  this  measore,  not  aa  one  of  finan- 
hi  relief,  bat  one  for  the  emission  of  ten  millions  of  paper 
■^CDty,  obnoxiotta,  as  I  conceive  it  to  be,  to  all  the  ob- 
K^ons  ol  ao  executive  bank,  based  not  upon  the  means 
I  isiinediate  eonvertibilily,  but  upon  the  plighted  faith  of 
M  nitioD,  which  I  maintain  can  be  pledged  only  for  a 
^  In  ray  hamMe  judgment,  sir,  this  prejeet  is  fraught 
■n  mischief;  and  I  look  to  it  with  the  deepest  dietrust 
1^"^'"*  Admonished  as  I  am,  by  a  short  experience 
V^  pnctical  adminietration  of  this  Oovernment,  that  ito 
^^^P^^  is  to  enlarge  ito  powers  by  gradual  and  impercept- 
m  innofationa  upon  the  righto  of  the  Sutea  and  of  the 
**Pw»  I  look  to  the  future  with  all  the  forebodings  of  one 
■T^inpraised  with  the  solemn  conviction  that,  if  not  re- 
■M,  and  successfully  resistod,  at  the  threshold,  it  will 
pnieoDsoldidattoii,  and  consolidation  in  the  overthrow 
t  esr  ipiUtutions  and  the  downfell  of  our  liberties. 
;^»  ^  ^  been  well  remarked,  in  the  progress  of  this 
Hl***^  thai  money  is  power ;  than  which  none  is  more 
**nseDiiy  in  iis  inflictions,  or  more  difficult  to  resist.  It 
*|y*  itmlf  with  every  class,  and  every  interest,  and 
^^^■■08  itself  to  every  passion  oif  human  nature^  and  con- 
Mci^  in  the  hands  of  ambition,  the  most  potent  engine 
'  ind  nppKussiun.   Pardon  me  than,  air»  in  view 


of  the  extraordinary  powers  alieady  vested  in  the  Execu- 
tive, if  I  pause  when  asked  to  go  another  step — to  arm  that 
branch  of  the  Federal  Government  with  a  power  to  con- 
vert the  public  faith  into  a  banking  capital  for  the  emission 
of  an  inoonvertiblo  paper  medium,  subject  to  no  other  lew 
than  the  uncontroHod  will  of  one  man ! 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  my 
most  perfect  willingness  and  anxiety  to  replenish,  by  any 
lawful  means,  the  national  Treasury.  I  prefer  first  to  ap» 
ply  the  means  already  on  hand,  as  contemplated  in  the 
amendment  ofibred  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  UxDBBWoOD.]  If  that  proposition  shall  fail, 
then  I  shall  prefer  a  direct  loan,  to  be  redeemed  by  the 
bank  debt,  when  it  shall  be  received  by  the  [Government ; 
and  I  would  set  it  apart  by  law  for  that  speeifio> purpose. 
If  that  proposition  be  aUo  negatived,  and  the  Hou«e  deter^ 
mine  to  authoriw  the  propoaed  emission  of  Treasury  notes, 
then  I  shaH  be  in  favor  of  these  notes  bearing  interest,  un- 
der the  hope  that  their  ctreuAi/fofi,  as  a  currentyt  mi^v  in 
that  way  be  prevented,  and  the  Government  compelled  to 
convert  them  into  money.  If  these  several  propositiona  ba 
rejected,  I  shall  find  myself  placed  in  a  situation  of  extreme 
solicitude,  anxious  to  extend  relief  to  the  Treasury  by  any 
and  every  mode  sanctioned  by  the  constitution  and  the 
long-estoblished  usage  of  the  Government,  but  compelled 
to  withhold  relief,  only  because  an  unrelenting  majority  in 
this  House  will  have  no  other  measure  of  relief,  then  one 
which  I  am  constrained  to  regard  as  dangerous  to  the  sta- 
bility of  our  free  institutions,  and  subversive  of  the  liberty 
and  prosperity  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the-  House  longer  by  the 
expression  of  any  apprehensions  of  my  own,  as  to  the.ob- 
jeoto  of  this  messure,  or  the  danger  of  its  ripening  into  a 
permanent  system.  I  feel  as  sensibly  as  any  man  can  do, 
the  magnitude  of  the  consequences^  which  such  a  system 
cannot  feil  to  produce.  I  hope,  sir,  most  devoutly,  that 
my  feaiB  may  never  be  realized ;  but  I  ahould  be  unfaithful 
to  my  constituents  and  my  country,  if  1  did  not  declare, 
fearlessly,  that  I  look  to  the  present  measure  as  laying  tha 
foundation  'of  a  system  which,  if  over  estoblished,  must 
end  in  revolution  or  despotism. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  either,  sir,  by  imfuiring  into 
the  causes  of  our  pecuniary  embarraasmeat.  I  am  content 
to  leave  that  to  othera,  who  deem  it  a  fit  suliject  for  present 
discussion.  I  will  act  the  humbler  part  in  this  emergency, 
of  one  who  might  chance  to  see  the  Treasury  on  fire,  that 
would  not  atop  to  inquiro  into  the  cauae  or  manner  of  the 
conflagration,  but  aid  in  the  immediate  extinguishment  of 
the  flaoie.  I  will  say,  however,  that,  great  as  the  real  distress 
may  be,  I  am  satisfied  it  has  been  greatly  magnified ;  I  am, 
nevertheleea,  ready  and  willing  to  afford  any  relief,  within 
the  power  of  Congress,  to  all  classes  and  to  every  interest 
in  our  common  country.  I  am  one  of  those,  sir,  who  look 
more  to  the  energies  of  the  psople,  and  resources  of  the 
country,  fer  permanent  and  substantial  relief  than  to  any 
measurs  which  we  can  devise. 

Excuse  me,  sir,  fer  this  day  declaring  hi  my  place,  that 
my  sympathiea  do  not  incline  me  so  mnch  to  minister  to  the 
insatiable  appetites  of  federal  officeholders,  as  to  the  amelior« 
atioD  of  the  condition  of  the  great  body  of  the  people^  upan 
whoaa  heneat  contributions  we  all  depend.  And  let  ma 
now  say  to  my  political  associates,  that  no  party  eonoider^ 
atiiMM  shsll  ever  enlist  my  humble  aid  in  the  co-operation 
of  a  meaaure  which' looks  only  to  the  advancement  of  iha 
few,  to  the  injury  and  oppression  of  the  many.  I'here  ars^ 
sir,  occasions  fit  and  proper,  in  my  judgment,  for  the  ex* 
ercise  of  party  prefaranoe  and  party  feeUnga,  but  these  ooi 
casiotts  aro  alwaya  secondary,  and  ought  to  be  made  snb^ 
ordinato  to  the  higher  considerations  of  the  country  and  the 
furtheranoe  of  sound  political  principles,  which  constitute 
the  only  ligament  which  ought  to  oonnect  and  unito  aa  in 
our  party  assoeiations. 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  deeply  iinpfOfsed  with  feeling*  of 
grtUiude  to  Ihe  Hoaae  for  its  kind  iodolgeDce,  and  still 
more  for  ihe  patient  alien tioa  with  which  my  very  desallo- 
vy  remarks  upon  this  occasion  have  been  beard.  And 
whilst  for  this  manifestation  of  the  kindneas  of  the  House* 
I  return  the  humble  tribute  of  my  moat  profound  acknowl- 
edgement, I  am  not  vain  enough  to  take  as  a  compliment 
to  myself  what  I  am  sure  has  been  alone  due  to  ihe  impor- 
tance and  magnitude  of  the  aubjoci  under  cenaideration. 

Mr.  WISE  eulogized  his  colleague  on  the  course  he  had 
just  taken.  He  was  glad  to  iod  displayed  so  boaorable 
and  independent  an  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr*  W.  then 
voad  several  extracts  from  Prestdeot  Jackaoo's  messages  of 
1834  and  1835,  to  show  thai  the  saJea  of  Government  stock 
in  the  United  States  Bank  had  been  recommended  by  the 
President  at  those  periods. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said,  in  cmiaeqnenee  of  what  had 
fallen  from  other  members  in  the  couraebf  ihe  debate  upon 
his  amendment^  he  desired  to  make  a.'few  explanatoiy  re- 
marks. The  gentleman  across  the  way  [Mr.  Pat-ros]  ex- 
pressed great  surprise  at  the  quarter  in  which  the  amend- 
ment originated ;  while  tha  member  to  my  left  [Mr.  Cam- 
BBBLure]  is  astonidied  that  the  gentlamao  from  Virginia 
should  have  felt  any  surprise,  ainoe  the  amendment  had 
been  proposed  by  a  known  friend  of  ihe  hank.  It  may  be 
inferred  from  these  statements  thai  I  have  been  actuated  by 
some  sinister  motive;  thai  I  have. designed  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  bank  at  ihe  expense  of  thai  of  the  country. 
[Mr.  Caxbebuv«  disclaimed  any  intention  to  impute  an 
unworthy  motive  to  Mr.  U.,  who  continued.]  I  have  never 
(said  Mr.  U.)  been  conneoted  with  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  present  bank  of  that  name,  in  any 
manner  which  could  bias  my  judgment.  I  have  never 
owned  one  dollar  of  stock  in  either.  I  have  never  borrow- 
ed one  oeni  from  either  bank  on  my  own  -account.  I  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  considerable  sums  to  the  lale  bank, 
aa  surety ;  and,  with  that  exception,  have  had  no  transac- 
tiona  with  these  hanks.  At  this  time  I  am  not  the  debtor 
of  the  bank  in  any  way.  I  know,  sir,  that  I  am  wholly 
uninfluenced  in  offering  the  amendment  by  partiality  or 
hatred  to  the  bank. 

My  amendment  is  baaed  upon  a  very  obvious  principle. 
If  I  owe  money  and  have  it  not,  I  am  bound  by  law  and 
morale  to  get  it.  If  a  neighbor  owes  me,  or  I  have  hie 
bond  not  yet  due,  I  may  and  ought  to  nise  the  money  upon 
tba  debt  thus  owing  to  me,  if  I  have  no  better  meana.  If 
I  can  sell  my  neighbor'a  b6nd,  without  sacrifice,  to  pay  my 
debts,  who  can  cnt  will  blame  me  ?  I  do  not  injurs  him, 
and  I  benefit  myself»  Now,  sir,  apply  Ihe  ease.  The 
Qovernment  wants  money  ;  it  holds  bonds  on  the  bank ;  it 
owee  debts  and  must  pay  them  ;  my  amendment  proposes 
to  seU  the  bonds  without  sacrifice  and  apply  the  praeeeda 
in  diadiarge  of  what  the  Govemment  owes.  I  prefer  this 
to  the  creation  of  a  national  debt,  by  iesoing  Treasury  notes 
or  by  borrowing  money;  but»  to  guard  againat  the  possibil- 
ity of  failing  to  sell  the  bonds  for  their  nominal  amount,  I 
pctf?ide»  in  case  the  bonds  cannot  be  sold,  thai  the  Secre- 
tary may  borrow  six  and  a  half  miUiona.  I  consider  it  my 
duty  to  grant  all  the  fodlities  necessary  to  aaaintain  the 
csadiA  of  the  Government^  and  to  give  vigor  and  health  to 
iu  operations,  and  I  never  will  be  influenced  fay  a  spirit  of 
foeiiooa  apposition  to  any  administmtion. 

I  have  accepted  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  geatle» 
man  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattov,]  becanns  it  can  do  no 
barm,  and  it  may  afford  aome  addiilional  facilities  to  thd 
Seeretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  now  draws  checks  or 
dtalts  on  ihe  deposits  banks,  knowing  at  the  time  they  will 
not  be  paid.  If  the  oreditora  of  Government  will  accept 
a«eh  drafts  hereafter,  let  them  do  it.  Perhapa  the  tianka 
may  pay  aome,  and  if  they  will  not,  then  let  thoee  drafts  be 
vaceived  ia  payment  for  dutiesy  taxes,  or  pnhlk  land.  This 
practice  cannot  make  things  worse.    It  nmy  reliesif,  to 


some  extent;  and  I  therefoea  aeeapted  the  gcatloBMi'i 
amendment  as  a  modification  of  my  own. 

Some  gentlemen  have  sopposed  that  the  limitatioD  which 
my  amend  aoent  contemplaCes,  in  regard  to  the  ameaat  to  k 
borrowed,  is  objectionable.  They  apprehend  that  cixiai 
a  half  millions  is  too  small  aiMim.  I  am  aatisfied  thaiiia 
amply  aufficient.  But,  out  of  deference  to  the  opiimaif 
others,  I  will  defer  offering  that  part  of  the  ameadMil 
vntil  the  House  haa  decided  on  the  first  part  of  nj  |iRfo4- 
tion.  If  ihe  first  pari  be  accepted,  I  will  then  oftr  tin 
seconds  leaving  ihe  amount  blank,  no  thai  the  Hoqm  my 
fill  it  at  its  discretion. 

In  these  amendments  I  have  had  no  intention  iscnbif« 
rass  the  Government.     I  have  bee»  actuated  tqr  •  *iBcm 
deaire  to  aupport,  instead  of  pultiag  down.    And  I  euml 
help  wishing  moat  ardently  that  the  acheme  I  hava  piwc«P 
ed  may  find  favor  with  a  majority  of  the  House.    I M 
fml  Imppy*  very  happy»  if  my  otfbced  auhstituis  is  aooeplrf 
in  lieu  of  the  bUl-*-a  bill  which  laya  ihe  fouadaiioa  iir  i 
Govarpment  bank  and  paper  monjsy,  aub||eGt  to  the  oqbmI 
of  thA  President  of  the  United  Sutas.     (^ir,  U  thedsf  #« 
comes  when  the  Ezecntive  of  this  nation  shalloooifiiA 
his  will  and  pleasure  a  Government  bank*  with  miUioiii  i( ! 
money,  through  such  agents  as  he  may  choose  to  uafkf$ : 
removable  at  bis  pleaaure,  lending  it  out  in  such  su>*«( ; 
to  audi  persons  as  he  pleaaee»  thai  day  will  be  uffuMk 
in  the  annals  of  time,  for  the  overthrow  of  AmericM : 
liberty!  ^« 

T  did  not  riee  to  make  an  argument  or  to  go  ailsrgsioll 
ihe  discussion.  The  whole  eubject  hae  been  ably  diM 
by  others,  and  hx  tione  more  ao  than  the  genileaiSB  to  w$ 
right,  [Mr.  HoaKiMay]  a  sen  of  the  Old  DeainioB— 1» 
tive  of  the  same^  oounfty  where  I  drew  my  first  breath;  m , 
^hose  apeeoh  and  nativity  combined  have  produced  is  i^  i 
bosom  very  fraternal  feeliaga  towards  him.  I  am  asiiow 
thai  my  amendment  may  be  teatad  by  the  voU  of  thefioM 
without  further  delay.  ' ! 

Mr.  HA YNES  replied  U>  Mr.  Wisb  that  the  "^((^ 
bank  stock  severed  ail  connexioB  of  the  GovenuBeat  wm  1 
the  bank  as  a  partnership  conoem ;  bat  thet  was  no  m* 
son  Government  ought  not  siiU  to  hold  the  bonds  of  ihM 
institution  taken  in  payment  for  the  stock. 

Mr.  WISE  said  thai  theae  bonds  were  a  mere  iiqu^ 
tion  of  the  account  of  vidua  of  the  atock ;  aod,  ^^ik  tM 
Government  held  them*  the  connexion  atill  oooliiMM  >* 
though  it  held  the  stock.  . 

Mr.  McKAY  would  haie  no  objection  to  the  m1«  « 
theso  bonds,  if  it  cocdd  be  done  fairly,  for  their  full  whu; 
but  this  would  take  time,  and  the  Treaauiy  most  haw  tO' 
mediate  relief.  He  denied  thai  the  bill  was  deceptive;  ««07 
man,  on  reading  it,  must  perceive  it  waa  b  bill  for  a  loo • 
what  elae  was  iti 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  rose  and  aaid,  if  the  fifl"°|^ 
tion  had  no  other  object  in  view  than  to  raiss  a  iob' 
ciency  of  moiMy  to  meet  the  real  waata  of  the  TreaflfT» 
he  waa  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the  cause  of  theie  pff* 
aevering  efforts  to  raise  it  by  the  issue  of  Treasvfj  n^ 
The  amendment  of  the  gentlenum  from  KentuckjiJ'^' 
Ubbbbwood,]  as  modifiet^  proposed  to  give  theiigBf^ 
diapoeo  of  the  debt  of  about  aix  milliona  due  from  theBi" 
of  the  United  Statea ;  and  that  of  hie  coUeagae,  [Mr.  Fat- 
TQir,}  if  he  mderstood  it,  to  auperadd  the  power  of  d^ 
ing  upon  the  State  banks,  which  held  ten  or  twelvs  bs* 
lions  of  public  money.  If  these  resottross  ahooU  P[^*^ 
sufficient,  authority  might  be  conferred  to  i^orrowwbi^ 
sum  might  be  necessary  to  make  up  the  deficjeacy.  ^ 
none  of  theae  obvious  and  ordinaiy  methods  of  '^P^^Jf! 
ing  ihe  Trsasnry  will  now  answer  the  purpose.  ^"""J 
will  do  hot  to  reeofi  to  the  extraonKnary  ^■^^^^'T|!!g2 
source  of  an  iaane  of  Treasury  aotes.  In  tioiei  »  ^ 
difficulty,  when  engaged  in  war  with  one  of  tbs  ("^Jr^ 
erful  nationa  of  Europe,  wa  warn  compelled,  ffon  "**" 
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Rcettitj,  to  adopt  that  method  of  raising  supplies.  Dur- 
t%  the  RefolQtionary  war  we  had  issued  upwards  of  three 
lontired  millions  in  bills  of  credit,  and  at  its  close  these 
lAa  were  iodopre<^tated  that  they  were  funded  at  100  for  1. 
Ml  were  the  evils  attemltng  the  system,  that  the  framers 
if  the  constitution,  to  guard  against  their  recurrence, 
hoogkt  it  necessary  to  interdict  the  States  in  express  terms 
Ins  esHttiBg  bills  of  credit.  I  will  not,  sir,  (said  Mr.  R.,} 
I  tlib  time  enter  intoihe  question  whether  the  power  thus 
■ebibited  to  the  Sutes  rightfully  belongs  to  this  Govern- 
lesL  IVne  is  much  force,  all  must  admit,  in  the  refer- 
•n  nede  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
3nii5s]  to  the  journal  of  the  convention,  showing  that 
I  propontion  to  clothe  this  Government  with  the  power 
IIB  eipretsly  overruled.  With  those  who  rely  on  the 
hne  ground,  not  verified  hy  the  journal,  but  depending 
n  ^  memoiy  of  members  of  the  convention,  as  an  argu- 
kst  sgaiost  the  power  to  establish  a  national  bank,  this 
iftrence  ought  to  be  conclusive.  Certain  it  is,  that  the 
er  was  not  expressly  granted,  as  were  those  to  lay 
s  and  borrow  money  ;  and  the  role  of  interpretation, 
gives  bj  the  constitution  itself,  is,  that  the  powers  not 
led  to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the 
are  reaerved  to  the  States  or  to  the  people.  It  is 
that  its  exercise  by  the  General  Government  is 
!j  dangerous ;  indeed,  liable  to  much  greater  abuse. 
States  can  rfTect  none,  to  any  considerable  extent, 
nqpt those  within  their  resjiective  limits;  but  we  may 
^ite  the  Union  with  «  spurious  currency ;  and  when 
ayitem  shall  be  once  commenced,  no  one  can  undertake 
J  where  it  is  to  stop.  During  the  late  war,  immedi- 
after  it  was  declared,  Congres/  again  resorted  to  an 
of  Treasury  notes — at  first  upon  a  moderate  scale, 
fi*e  millions  of  dollars.  But  from  time  to  time,  other 
larger  fasaes  wore  authorized,  until^  at  the  end  of  two 
fliiee  years,  twenty-fKe  millions  were  authorized  %t  a 
So  it  may  be  agmin.  We  begin  now,  in  a  period 
ofoond  peace — for  I  will  not  dignify  the  Indian  hunt 
Iwidawith  the  name  of  war — ^wiih  an  Issue  of  ten  mil- 
fer  the  service  of  this  remnant  of  the  year.  Those 
^  orge  tlie  measure  may  mean  in  good  faith  to  go  no 
Mher.  Bat  who  shall  say,  when  we  have  once  tasted 
|j^«at«of  the  poison,  when  we  have  indulged  in  the 
Pjia  of  raising  money  by  this  pernicious  process,  with- 
it  mciming  respoiisibitity,  to  what  extent  it  will  be  car- 
What  is  noW  proposed  as  a  temporary  expedient 
^*come  the  settled  policy  of  the  Government."  Sir, 
t  against  it  as  a  dangerous  practice.  Obata  prin- 
Oor  only  safety  is  in  resisting  it  at  the  threshold. 
Qs  for  a  moment,  Mr.  Speaker,  look  to  our  actual 
n ;  and  we  cannot  but  be  amazed  at  the  point  to 
we  have  arrived.  But  a  few  months  since,  the  lato 
congratulated  the  country  on  the  success  of  his 
to  restore  a  sound,  constitutional  currency.  But 
<hort  month  since,  the  present  President  gave  his  re- 
cadation  in  fieivor  of  a  hard-money  pystcm,  as  the 
one  proper  for  the  Government  to  tolerate.  He  seems 
■J^d  to  reject  convertible  paper,  even  during  the  prea- 
oti&cttlty  of  procuring  the  precious  metals.  And  now 
S'svely  proposed  to  manufacture  ten  millions  of  paper 
7  for  circulation,  not  only  without  a  specie  basis,  but 
At  the  pledge  of  any  definite  fund  for  its  ultimate  re- 
N^ion.  But,  sir,  strange  as  this  may  appear,  the 
■*n«  is  not  altogether  a  novelty.  A  petition  was,  du- 
ff the  present  session,  referred  to  the  committee  of  which 
F^  the  honor  to  bo  a  meml)cr,  (Judiciary,)  from  a  Mr. 
pBenl,  of  »outh  Carolina,  for  the  establishment — not  of 
jWn  mint,  for  there  is  one,  he  says,  already — but  of 
'  he  calls  a  general  print  mint  at  Washington,  for  the 
on  of  paper  money  to  the  amount,  perhaps,  of  two 
'rad  millioQg  of  dollars,  as  a  currency  for  the  United 
The  money  to  be  manufactured  he  proposes  to 
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caH  "print,"  from  the  first  syllable  of  the  word  «<  print- 
ing ;"  as  the  first  syllable  of  the  word  **  coining"  gives  tlie 
name  of  <*coin."  So  that  the  thing  may  bo  readily 
understood.  When  you  receive  hard  money,  you  are  to 
say  I  was  paid  in  coin  ;  when  you  take  paper,  I  was  paid 
in  print,  fits  plan  is  given  in  detail,  and,  as  you  may 
suppose,  sir,  was  the  subject  of  merriment,  of  derision,  in 
the  committee  reom.  The  committee  did  not  deign  to 
give  it  a  serious  consideration.  It  served  only  to  excite  their 
risible  muscles,  and  to  create  no  very  favorable  impressions 
of  tlie  state  of  the  petitioner's  understanding.  Well,  sir, 
to  my  great  surprise,  here  is  the  scheme  before  us — not  cor- 
responding in  amount,  but  pretty  much  the  same  in  prin« 
ciple — gravely  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means ;  the  establishment  of  a  manufactory 
of  paper  money — a  print  mint  here  in  Waithington.  We 
begin  at  length  to  understand  what  the  exclusive  friends 
of  a  hard-money  Government  mean  by  the  term.  They 
are  to  issue  bits  of  stamped  or  printed  paper,  and  call 
them — not  *'  print,'*  as  Mr.  Sargent  honestly  calls  his — 
but  gold  and  silver.  Yes,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  McKiN,]  deeply  versed  in  all  moneyed  con- 
cerns, and  who  has  been  so  highly  complimented  for  Jiis 
financial  talents,  tells  us,  in  so  many  words,  these  ten  mil- 
lions of  Treasury  notes  are  ten  milliiuns  of  gold  and  silver. 
When  the  gentleman  made  the  remark,  he  forcibly  remind- 
ed me  of  my  Lord  Peter,  in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub.  The  an- 
ecdote, no  doubt,  is  familiar  to  all.  Beef,  it  had  been 
said,  contained  the  quintessence  of  partridge,  and  quail, 
and  venison,  and  wild  duck ;  and  so,  my  Lord  Peter  in- 
sisted, did  his  wheaten  loaf.  In  this  conceit,  he  invited 
his  brethren  to  dine  with  him.  The  repast  consisted  alone 
of  this  wheaten  loaf.  He  asked  them  if  they  would  eat  a 
bit  of  the  mutton  ;  and,  when  they  assented,  cut  his  loaf, 
and  handed  a  slice  to  each.  They  supposed  he  was 
jesting ;  but,  finding  him  in  earnest,  they  remonstrated, 
and  had  the  boldness  to  deny  that  bread  was  muttou. 
Lord  Peter  argued  the  point  with  them  for  some  lime ;  but 
finally  cut  the  matter  short  with  this  unanswerable  argu- 
ment :  He  said  he  would  affirm  it  to  be  as  good  mutton  as 
any  in  Leadenhall  market ;  and,  if  they  did  not  believe  it, 
they  deserved  to  be  eternally  damned.  So,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  tells  us  his  Treasury  notes,  his 
"print,"  is  gold  and  silver — nothing  Ipss  ;  and  all  who  do 
not  credit  it  are  to  be  condemned  outright  as  mere  infidels 
and  heretics.  Sir,  it  is  not  gold  and  silver,  nor  their 
equivalent.  The  Government  may  as  well  issue  the  Ger- 
man silver  cents  recently  coined  by  the  man  with  the 
Dutch  name,  (Feuchtwanger, )  and  tell  us  each  is  a  coin 
of  pure  gold,  of  the  value  of  $10,000,  as  to  stamp  worth- 
less paper,  and  tell  us' it  is  gold  and  silver,  or  of  equal 
value  with  them.  It  will  depreciate,  as  it  has  always  de- 
preciated. Indeed,  unless  I  om  roi^nformedt  it  is  destined 
to  commence  its  circulation  considerably  below  par. 

[Mr.  WisK  here  remarked  that  the  fact  was  as  his  col- 
league had  stated  it.  He  held  the  document  in  his  hand 
that  proved  it.] 

Mr.  RobkHtson.  Will  my  colleague  oblige  me  by 
reading  the  proof  to  which  ho  refers  1 

[Mr.  Wise  read  frtfm  the  document  a  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  from  Ward,  Prime,  and  King,  rela- 
tive to  the  value  of  Treasury  notes  in  the  market.  Mr, 
CAMBnr.LK77G  obscrvcJ,  that  fras  a  letter  from  the  gcntlc- 
man^s  own  friends  ] 

Mr.  RoBEHTsoN  resumed.  The  gontleman  from  New 
York  says  this  offer  is  from  our  own  friends ;  yet  I  am 
told  it  is  ihe  best  that  has  been  made.  I  have  not  the 
honor  of  being  acquainted  willi  these  friends  of  ours,  but 
I  am  happy  to  learn  wo  have  such,  who  will  give  more 
for  the  Government  paper  than  the  fiicndii  of  the  gentle- 
man and  of  Ihe  adminiBtration.  This,  then,  is  the  true 
state  of  the  case :  our  poper  is  actually  dishonored  in  ud- 


1311 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


181? 


H.  OF  R.] 


Treasury  Notes. 


[Oct.  6,  18S7. 


vance ;  and  genilemen  who  will  not  lower  the  dignity  of 
the  Government,  by  selling  the  bonds  due  to  ns,  or  by 
borrowing  paoney,  are  ready  to  throw  our  own  paper  into 
the  market  at  a  discount  of  six  or  eight  per  cent.  Sir,  I 
cannot  agree  lo  it.  These  Treasury  notes,  if  really  in- 
tended for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  are  unneceasaTy. 
There  are  other  and  ample  resources  at  the  command  of 
the  Government.  If  designed  for  circulation,  they  are 
both  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional.  Why  should  the 
Government  discredit  and  reject  the  currency  of  the  States — 
that  which  our  State  Governments  accept  in  payment  of 
taxes,  and  which  our  citizens  receive  from  each  other  ?  It 
would  be  regarded  as  oppressive  in  the  State  Governments, 
dishonorable  on  the  part  of  individuals  at  this  time  to  ex- 
act gold  and  silver.  Why  should  this  paternal  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  not  receive  what  the  State  Gov- 
ernments receive — what,  indeed,  our  people  alone  can 
procure!  And  what  right,  permit  me  to  ask,  has  this 
Government  to  create  a  paper  currency  1  They  have  a 
right  to  coin  money,  and  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and 
of  foreign  coins ;  but  they  have  no  right  to  put  a  stamp 
upon  paper,  and  call  that  coining  money.  The  constitu- 
tion nowhere  warrants  such  a  process. 

In  every  aspect,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  scheme  appears  to  me 
substantially  the  establishment  of  a  Government  bank.  If 
the  pai)er  be  designed  as  a  circulating  medium,  the  Treas- 
ury becomes  a  bank  of  i^sue  and  circulation  merely.  But 
the  scheme  goes  further.  It  authorizes  not  only  the  pay- 
ment of  these  notes  to  public  creditors,  but  the  borrowing 
of  money  upon  their  credit.  What  is  thbf  in  effect  but  a 
banking  operation  t  You  apply  to  the  Secretary,  who  is 
thus  authorized  to  borrow,  and  propose  to  lend  him  half  a 
million  or  a  million  of  dollars.  He  .is  not  in  immediate 
want  of  the  money.  You  offer,  for  a  given  sum  in  Treas- 
ury notes,  to  supply  him  wiih  one  or  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  monthly,  in  munitions  of  war,  in  mtions,  or  in 
money,  until  an  amount  equal  to  the  value  of  the  notes  in 
the  market  shall  be  furnished.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
law  to  prevent  such  a  negotiation. 

But  how  docs  it  differ  in  substance  from  a  bank  loan  ? 
In  a  negotiation  with  the  bank,  you  give  your  note,  and 
usually  receive  the  notes  of  the  bank  as  money.  In  that 
supposed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  you  give 
your  note  or  agreement,  and  receive  Treasury  notes — the 
notes  of  the  Government — which  are  to  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses of  money.  In  form,  you  are  the  lender ;  in  eflect, 
the  borrower.  Call  the  plan  by  what  nama  you  will,  it  is 
a  bank  in  its  essential  features,  or  destined,  if  peripibted  in, 
to  become  one.  It  ia  now  but  in  the  agg  state ;  and  I 
would  crush  it  in  the  egg. 

I  am  opposed  to  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  every  form  in  which 
It  can  be  presented ;  though  I  ^^^^  vote  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  It  is  not 
that  I  doubt  the  good  faith  of  the  Government,  or  its  per- 
fect ability  to  redeem  ten  times  ihe  amount  authorized  by 
the  bill.  It  is  because  I  believe  the  measure  unnecessary, 
if  not  unconstitutional.  It  is  because  all  es})erience  has 
shown  that  the  power  of  raising  money  in  this  form,  eva- 
ding a  direct  responsibility,  is  fraught  with  mischief.  It 
will  be  abused,  as  it  has  always  been  abused.  I  will  re- 
sort to  any  and  every  other  usual  method  of  supplying  the 
necessary  wants  of  the  Government.  I  will  vote  for  six 
millions,  or  ten  millions,  if  really  needed ;  to  be  raised  by 
a  sale  of  our  claims  upon  our  debtors ;  by  way  of  loan,  or 
by  a  tax ;  but  I  will  vote  for  no  issue  of  Treaaury  notes, 
for  no  indirect  loan,  nor  for  any  sum  whatever  to  create  a 
surplus  beyond  the  actual  wants  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  LEGARE  rose  and  said:  If  the  House  will  indulge 
roe,  sir,  at  this  Ute  hour,  I  will  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  subject  before  it. 

I  candidly  confess  I  have  been  all  along  favorable  to  the 
issuing  of  those  (Treasury)  notesj   without  intercut,    or 


bearing  vary  small  interest— two  or  three  par  cent,  at  tk| 
outside — ^because  I  thought  they  would  answer,  mad  a» 
swer  very  effectually,  the  double  porpoae  of  retienog  Ai 
Government,  and  relieving,  in  almost  an  equal  degree,  ihi 
great  body  of  the  people.  I  have  no  dread  at  all  of  nd 
an  issue  leading  to  a  system  of  paper  mooej,  as  has  bMi 
said  here  and  elsewhere.  For  one  I  go  for  no  such  syC 
tem.  I  do  not  claim  for  the  Government  the  right,  nAl 
the  constitution,  of  furnishing  a' ctrculatiug  meilinin,  i 
such,  to  the  community.  But  there  is  no  such  power « 
volved  in  the  amendment  on  your  table,  or  in  that  msdil 
cation  of  it  to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  and  whidil  gntf 
ly  prefer.  It  is  one  of  the  simplest  and  most  usnal  fam 
of  borrowing  money,  within  the  very  letter  of  the  coorii 
tution.  That  power  is  vested  in  Congress  without  m 
qualification  or  reserve  whatever,  as  to  the  mannsc  i 
which  it  shall  be  exercised.  By  what  aatbority— vll 
what  color  of  plausibility,  can  gentlemen  pretend  to  ssy I 
us,  you  may  borrow  thus,  but  not  thus — this  form  of  lai 
is  legal,  that  an  unheard  of  and  flagrant  usurpation !  Cl 
it  bo  pretended  that  the  founders  of  this  (government,  k^ 
ing  forwaid  to  the  infinitely  diversified  exigencies  of  J 
society  intended  to  be  perpetual,  spreading  over  a  oonnli 
vast,  almost  lieyond  description,  in  extent,  exposed  ts  i 
the  vicissitudes  of  peace  and  war,  of  prosperity  and  diatBM 
deliberately  deprived  it  of  a  means  of  raising  moacy,  I 
which  it^ias  already  been  forced,  on  a  memorable  occaiiil 
to  resort,  and  which  is  perfectly  familiar  in  the  pracboi^ 
every  Government  in  the  civilized  world ;  and  thst,  HI 
when  the  power  is  conveyed  in  terms  as  large  and  ooi 
prehensive  as  language xan  be  1  I  say,  air,  that  tluso^ 
venient  form  of  loan,  which  consists  chiefly  in  antidpilM 
to  meet  casual  exigencies,  the  current  revenues  of  a  caii 
try,  is  to  be  met  with  everywhere  in  Europe.  £i^ 
body  has  heard  of  the  distinction  between  floating 
funded  debt  In  England  there  is  always  a  large 
of  exchequer  bills  in  the  market.  The  securities  of 
Bank  of  England  consist  almost  exclusively  ol  tben^ 
combining  safety  and  convenience  in  the  highest 
degree.  In  the  continental  States,  Treasury  bonds  araji 
as  common.  In  fhort,  if  we  were  not  the  only  poople  vp 
earth  so  happy  as  to  know  only  by  hearsay  of  the  exp 
dients  to  which,  in  the  conduct  of  difficult  affairs,  Stil 
are  every\vhpre  compelled  to  resort,  gentlemen  woi 
scarcely  expr^s  such  tiahe  astonishment  and  alarm  at  o 
of  the  most  usual  of  them. 

But  I  repeat  it,  sir,  I  am  not  committing  myself  to  i 
doctrine  that  thi<t  Government  has,  under  the  constitolii 
an  unlimited  control  over  our  currency,  either  in  thift 
in  any  other  form.  You  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  my  m 
ions  are  upon  that  subject,  from  those  generally  ent»taincf 
the  part  of  the  country  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rqueag 
I  have  done  too  much  in  my  humble  way  to  forti^  and 
diffuse  those  opinions ;  I  know  too  well  their  importai 
in  a  Government  constituted  as  this  is,  to  tho  WMker  i 
of  the  confederacy,  and  especially  now  that  that  wed 
part  seems  threatened  with  serious  aggression,  to  abaoj 
them,  nay,  nor  lo  bate  one  jot  of  their  rigor  and  atemai 
for  the  sake  of  a  mere  momentary  relief  and  oonvenies 
I  admit  that  when  this  House  is  called  upon  by  the  ] 
ecutive  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  as  in  every  other  case 
loan,  it  ought  to  see  that  the  Government  really  wa 
money,  and  wants  it  too  for  bona  fide  federal  (not  natii 
al,  as  they  are  called,  or  notional)  purposes.  That  is 
restriction,  sir.  That  is  the  sound  practical  rnle  fir 
which  I  will  never  consent  to  depart;  and  if  I  didi 
think  that  it  applied  to  our  actual  situation,  I  should  « 
pose  not  only  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  every  other  btfl 
raising  supplies  at  the  present  moment.  But  the  easel 
sen  ted,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  eonsideff 
matter,  made  out  by  the  Executive,  is  that,  without  preii 
with  a  most  rigid  and  probably  ruinous  severity  upon 
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ibion^  IIm  depoflite  baidbB  ud  the  morchanto ;  without 
mrmTatiog,  beyond  exprettioD,  the  calamttoiu  condition 
\  the  timefl^  it  nost  retort  to  yon  for  temporary  aid — for 
Mthortiy  to  anticipate  the  frnita  of  our  letoraiag  prosperi- 
\  without  formally  laying  the  foundation  of  a  new  nation- 
I  debt,  and  to  create  a  speciei  of  loans,  which  will  not 
pif  famish  you  with  the  meana  you  want,  but*  incident- 
1^,  Kclieve  the  embarraaanients  of  the  cimmunity,  and, 
specially,  in  the  great  and  important  intereata  of  our  do- 
^ezchangea. 

Bnty  aaya  the  geotleaian  from  Virginia  before  me,  (Mr. 
fiss,)yeu  are  turning  the  Government  into  a  bank— you 
p  craaMog  a  great  political  corporation  to  trade  in  money, 
Mbe  very  moment  that  you  decide  it  to  be  inexpedient  to 
barter  a  commercial  corporation  for  the  same  purpose. 
^y,  air,  according  to  this  very  novel  definition,  every 
jhtor  ia  a  banker — it  is  the  borrower,  not  the  lender^  that 
pkngB  to  that  piivileged  class.  (A  langh.)  If  this  is 
we  are  a  nation  of  bankerB,-^[<*.8o  you  arc^*'  from 
Wco]-^'* over-banked,"  to  ues  the  common  phrase, 
a  vengeanoe.  But  on  what  ^ssible  ground  can  such 
(ion  be  advanced  1  The  States,  it  is  said,  are  for- 
lo  iasue  bills  of  credit  What  are  bills  of  credit  ? 
MadieoB,  as  appears  from  one  of  the  docamenta  laid 
oar  tableau  in  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  of  some  distinc- 
in  Peonsylvania,  affirms,  without  hesitation,  and  as  a 
quite  settled,  that  at  is  of  the  very  essence  of  such 
— ^ite  distinctive  characteristic,  its  specific  diffiBrence, 
q^eak^that  it  be  made  a  legal  tpoder. 

RoBxmTsojr,  of  Virginia.     It  has  been  decided 


«f  < 


Lae-AKs.     Where,  when,  by  whom  ? 
RosBKTSov.     By  Judge  Story.]     (Cries  of  "*go 
rgo  on.") 

LseABB  continuing.     Sir,  I  will  examine  thecor- 
of  that  opinion  presentljr'     In  the  mean  time,  I 
to  state  to  the  House  that  Mr.  Madison  only  re- 
in the  latter  alluded  to,  the  opinions  which  he  had 
\j  aither  expressly  or  implicitly  advaiiesd,  not  cas- 
U  VtOBeAjt  or  inoonsideralely,  bnt  in  the  most  deliber- 
r,  and  on  the  most  momentous  occaiions.     In 
Bswagn  to  Congrsss  inthe  ssssion  of  I815-'16, 
avan  farther  than  in  that  letter-further,  as  I  have 
duai»  as  at  present  advised,  I  am  quite  willing  to  fol- 
He  distinctly  presents  in  that  state  paper,  the 
ive  of  a  national  bank  or  a  Government  currency, 
r,  sir,  I  foal  that  I  awe  it  to  the  House  and  to  truth,  I 
it  to  niy  own  etation  here  and  the  candor  which  I  ever 
tajwM  obliged  to  practiae  in  debate,  to  state  that 
Hamilton,  in  his  celebrated  report  upon  the  bank 
1791,  does  aeem  to  treat  aoch  Government  issues  as  the 
deseriptioii  of  bills  of  credit,  so  notorious  under  the 
harder  of  things,  and  therefine  interdicted  forever  to  the 
of  the  States.  He  admits,  indeed,  that  the  inter- 
does  not  apply  to  us,  directly,  but  he  very  reasonably 
tliot  it  at  least  hints  a  rule  for  the  conduct  of  this 
It,  which  it  ought  not  lightly  to  neglect.     To 
op  tbe  matter  on  principle  it  might  well  be  asked, 
harm  is  done  by  the  issue  of  paper  which  nobody  is 
to  receive^  and  every  body  may  profitably  use,  in 
of  public  docs  1     But  even  if  you  allow,  as  I  will 
ondertake  to  deny,  t)iat  a  mere  issoe  of  currency,  as 
within  the  prohibition— what  do  you  mean  by 
f    Is  it  pretended,  for  example,  that  the  States, 
It  residuum  of  political  power  and  public  duty, 
borrow  money,  and  give  to  their  creditors  the  evi- 
of  debt  assignable  or  unassignable  1     And  if  these 
or  a^aowledgoieDts  of  debt  pass — as  paas  in 
0  of  active  oommorce  they  inevitably  wiU<— from 
lIo  hand,  do  they  become  violations  of  the  constitotion 
It  1     Sir,  it  is  a  &lse,  wild,  chimerical  conceit  that 
a  notion  ever  entered  into  the  heads  of  the  majority  of 
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the  convention  in  1788,  or  that  kindred  idea,  so  often  ut- 
tered of  late,  that  all  banking  corporations  in  the  different 
Statea,  mere  private  partnerships  chartered  b^  the  Legisla- 
tures, fall  virtually  within  the  prohibitory  chuse.  It  seems 
to  me  nothing  short  of  monstrous  to  imagine  that  the  States, 
charged  as  they  are  with  all  the  high  obligations  of  civil 
society— of  defence  and  protection,  of  police,  of  educa- 
tion, of  justice— with  almost  every  thing  that  relates  to  the 
order  and  welt  being  of  a  community,  could,  have  thought, 
for  a  moment,  of  depriving  themselves  of  a  resource  without 
which,  in  modem  times,  no  free  commonwealth  can  pos- 
sibly manage  its  affiurs  without  often  felling  into  the  most 
perplexing  and  even  perilous  embarrassments.  And  what 
is  the  argument  by  which  it  is  attempted  to  ley  them  under 
auch  a  disability  ?  Why,  that  Congress,  having  the  pow- 
er to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  vaJue  thereof,  was  io- 
tended  to  have  a  complete  control  over  the  currency !  Now 
what  is  currency,  or  rather,  what,  in  these  times,  is  not  1 
Where  will  you  draw  any  ptaetloal  Kne  between  one  ac- 
knowledgment of  deb^—one  bill  of  credit,  if  you  please — 
and  another,  when  in  all  their  effects,  commercial  and  po- 
Iftica],  they  are  evidently  the  same  1  Sir,  having  bestow- 
ed much  thought  and  research  upon  this  most  dffilk^lt  and 
important  of  all  the  subjects  that  now  challenge  the  atten- 
tion of  a  pubiic  man,  with  opportunities  perhaps  more  far 
vorahle  to  the  discovery  of  truth,  and  to  the  forming  of  cor- 
rect conclusions  for  the  conduct  of  aflUrs,  than  it  has  fel- 
len  to  the  lot  of  most  persons  to  enjoy,  and  finding,  after 
so  many  nights  and  days  of  patient  inquiry,  the  difficulties 
which  surround  this  subject  almost  as  nany^  and  (to  me) 
as  fbrmtdaUe  as  ever,  I  have  been  filled  with  wonder  since 
I  came  here  at  the  confident  and  dogmatical  tone  of  many 
persons  (on  all  sides)  whose  conolusions  have  eost  them 
fer  less  pains,  and  been  adopted  without  any  such  loss  of 
time.  Among  other  things  coolly  taken  for  granted,  is  the 
meaning  of  this  word  ^^cnrrency."  Now,  sir,  if  gentle- 
men will  bo  at  the  trouble  of  looking  into  the  minutes  of 
evidence  taken  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons charged  with  the  questioB  of  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter  ia  183S,  they  wiU  find  that,  with  the  exception  of 
small  sums  paid  away  in  wages,  the  whole  circi^ting  me- 
dium of  Lancashire,  Warwickshire,  the  W'est  Riding  -of 
Yorkshire,  and  other,  if  not  all,  ef  the  great  manufbc- 
tunng  districts  of  England,  eonsisted  at  no  remote  period 
exclusively  of  bHls  of  exchange.*  The  whole  dreulatioii, 
I  say,  in  which  the  immense  business  of  the  most  flourish- 
ing manufacturing  and  commercial  empire  in  the  world  is 
tranaacted-*and  especially  that  part  of  its  trade  which  has 
done  so  much  to  enrich  both  this  country  and  England — 
is  almost  entirely  composed  of  common  mercantile  paper, 
with  which  Government,  aecording  to  the  opinions  of  our 
people  and  the  genius  of  oar  institutions,  has,  by  the  con- 
fession of  all  men,  nothing  whatever  to  do.  Sir,  I  shall 
have,  I  trust,  some  future  and  better  opportunity  of  going 
more  at  large  into  that  subject,  which  has,  for  some  time 
past,  80  deeply  engaged,  and  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  add, 
agitated  the  minds  of  men  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States— 
I  mean  the  credit  aystem,  under  which  this  nation  has 
grown  up  to.  be  what  it  is.     Bat  I  could  not  but  teke4hts 

»  No.  4306.  Mr.  Dyer.  <*  By  circulation,  t  mean  noi  mersly  local  noles, 
but  bills  d*  exchange." 

No.  4274.  The  same.  '*To  deny  the  Lancashire  banka  to  be  banks  of 
Issue,  because  they  issue  only  pusi  notes,  is  to  make  a  distinction  with- 
out a  difference  1*' 

It  Is  stated  in  No.  4361,  that  the  banks  of  liancaahire,  at  that  tiin«>, 
did  not  iasue  notes,  properly  so  called,  but  drafts,  at  different  dates  up 
U»  three  niootta&  upon  their  agents  in  London.  In  1895|  and  other  times 
of  excitement,  they  wore  circulated  to  an  immense  amount,  and  did  as 
much  mischief  by  an  enlarged  currency  of  paper  as  was  done  in  other 
parts  of  England  by  notes. 

So  No.  63129,  ibid.  "  Bills  of  exchange  form  ai  present  (ISaO  ^e  sna^ 
currency  of  Laucashire,  and  they  formed  almost  the  exclusive  curren- 
cy, with  the  exception  of  small  notes  paid  fur  wages,  till  within  these 
last  seven  yeais"^Ci83v  to  18SB.  j 

Then  follows  the  statement  that  nine-tenths  of  all  the  business  of  ths 
countiee  meAlioned  above  are  represented  by  small  bills. 
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occaiion  to  remark  how  very  loosely,  with  what  a  danger- 
ous latitude  both  of  phrase  aud  opinion,  we  are  in  the  habit 
of  treating  these  matters,  involving  as  they  do  all  the 
fundamental  interests  of  society,  and  of  eiemplifying  the 
remark  in  the  use  of  one  of  the  most  familiar  terms  that  oc^ 
cor  in  oar  debates  and  declamations.  We  talk  of  bank  pa- 
per as  if  all  the  harm  done  by  expansions  of  currency  were 
owing  to  it  alone.  Why,  air,  bank  notes,  even  in  the 
times  of  the  most  extravagant  issues,  are  but  a  part,  and 
even  a  very  small  part,  of  the  circulation  set  in  motion  by 
the  operation  of  the  credit  system,  at  a  period  of  great  ex- 
citement, in  communities  advanced  in  civilization,  and  hav- 
ing all  the  facilities  of  an  extended  commerce.  They  are 
the  efflorescence— 40  to  express  it — the  flower,  the  blossom 
of  the  currency  of  such  a  country,  essential,  I  admit,  to  its 
perfection  and  fruitfulness,  but  no  more  the  whole  body 
and  frame  of  that  mighty  tree,  than  that  eastern  portico  is 
te  this  capitol.  But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  go,  at  this 
time,  into  the  consideration  of  this  subject  in  aU  its  bear- 
ings and  extent,  and  I  have  said  already  enough  to  awaken 
the  House  to  the  danger  of  those  loose  and  sweeping  gen- 
eralities in  which  it  is  become  so  much  the  habit,  in  this 
country,  to  deal,  even  in  the  most  important  practical  con- 
cerns. 

As  to  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress,  then,  to  is- 
sue these  notes,  under  existing  circumstances,  I  entertain  no 
doubt  at  ally  at  least  with  reference  to  the  objections  mainly 
relied  on  in  this  discussion,  and  especially  by  the  gentlemen 
over  the  way,  [Messrs.  FLxrcnaB,  Philuys,  and  Cusn- 
ive,  of  Massachusetts.]  But  to  the  issuing  them  without 
interest,  or  with  a  very  small  interest,  for  which  I  repeat  my 
decided  preference,  another  difficulty  has  been  presented  by 
my  friend  from  Virginia  near  me,  [Mr.  Robbktsot.]  He 
maintained  that  as  the  constitution  forbids  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver  to  be  made  a  legal  tender  by  the  States,  it 
implicitly  requires  that  we  should  pay  the  debts  of  this 
Government  only  in  specie  or  in  what  is  equivalent  to  it. 
And  yet,  in  almost  the  same  breath,  the  gentleman  pro- 
oeeded  to  denounce  the  Executive  for  not  being  satisfied 
with  the  bank  notes  of  the  States^  which  he  maintained  are 
really  not  all  depreciated.  Sir,  on  this  last  head  I  agree 
with  him  entirely,  at  leut  so  ikr  as  regards  the  state  of 
oar  paper  correney  in  the  Southern  States.  I  maintained 
when  I  first  canae  here,  what  has  been  mce  demonBtntad 
in  a  masterly  argument  in  another  part  of  this  building,* 
and  is  strikingly  corroborated  by  the  recent  fall  in  ex- 
changes, that  the  price  of  bullion  had  been  raised  by  an  ex- 
traordinary foreign  demand,  and  was  no  proof  whatever  of 
the  redundancy  of  the  circulation,  which  has  been  very 
much  reduced  within  the  last  ten  months,  and  is  probably 
even  inadequate  to  tho  necessaiy  exchanges  of  the  country, 
in  the  usual  course  of  business.  But  if  thb  is  true,  as  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is,  then  the  right  of  a  creditor  under  the 
constitution  to  demand  specie  for  his  debt,  becomes  that 
9ummumju9  which,  all  the  world  over,  'laaumma  injuria. 
And  if  this  is  the  case  as  between  iudividuala^  why  should 
a  rule  so  very  different  be  applied  to  the  transactions  of 
Government  1  Nay,  the  news  brought  us  from  New  Yoik 
this  morning  is  that,  while  gold  is  only  at  6  per  cent,  pre- 
liiium,  Treasury  drafts  are  at  4 :  for  you  must  remark,  sir, 
that  the  letter  c^  Prime,  Ward,  ft  Co.,  received  just  now, 
is  dated  at  least  a  fortnight  ago,  and  since  ^that  time  a  most 
decided  change  has  taken  place  in  tlie  specie  market  as  well 
as  in  foreign  bills.  I  thijik,',then,  I  am  perfectly  safe  in  af- 
firming that  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  the  contem- 
plated 'J'reasury  notes  falling  below  what,  by  the  confes- 
sion of  the  gentleman  himself,  ought  to  satisi^  any  man 
not  bent  upon  enforcing  a  contract  according  to  the  ut- 
most rigor  of  the  law,  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  equity 
and  good  conscience.  We  tball  pay  our  creditors  in  what 
is  4  per  cent,   above  those  bank  notes  which  are  there 

•  By  Mr.  King,  of  Oeorgux. 


acknowledged  to  be  at  their  faU  vahie  ha  refemice  Id  d 
other  commodities  but  gold  and  silver. 

[Here  Mr.  RoaxBTSoir  said  nothing  was  at  par  "whid 
was  not  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver,  or  Bomethin^  to  ^ 
effect.] 

Mr.  Lboabb.  Then  vrfay  find  so  much  fault  with^ 
Government  for  demanding  gold  and  ai^iwr  of  Mta  debMl 
The  gentleman  is  plainly  in  a  dilemma,  from  which  kl 
not  easy  for  him  lo  extricate  hinHetf. 

[Mr.  RoBBBTsoH  said,  with  the  permiBHon  of  tha  gn) 
tleman  from  Sou  A  Curolina,  he  would  make  abfkf  eql 
nation.  He  had  not  at  all  discussed  the  question  e€  J 
preciation.  He  could  not  admit*  however,  thai  pfl 
money  was  not  depreciated.  On  the  oontraiy,  be  iaM 
that  it  mnat  always  be  regarded,  in  a  legal  01 
ciated  when  below  the  legal  standard^^gold  and  silver, 
out  regard  to  the  causes,  whether  it  he  a  foreign  d»i 
any  other,  which  may  have  occasioned  tht  d\ 
Still  he  denied  the  policy  or  justice  of  exacting  gold 
ailver  at  this  time  in  payment  of  the  public  dues  ;  w] 
could  not  be  procured  but  at  a  high  preauam,  aiid 
indeed,  there  was  scarcely  any  currency  at  the 
the  people  than  depreciated  paper.  He  thought  it  m 
pressive  in  this  Government  to  exact  this  aaicillke  I 
ject  that  which  tlie  State  GovemoMnts  were  ootileat 
ceive ;  and  what,  in  the  ordinary  transactions 
and  man,  it  would  be  deemed  immoral  and  di 
refuse.] 

Sir,  I  am  diarmed  to  bear  the  gentleman  say 
why  should  the  public  creditor  call  upon  the  Govi 
to  do,  for  his  benefit,  an  immoral  and  dishoooralile 
and  why  should  he  think  himself  wronged  if  we  ofier] 
what  is  at  this  moment  four  per  cenL  better  than  the] 
which,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  abowing, 
to  satisfy  every  equitable  and  conscientious  man  1 
truth  is,  I  apprehend  no  difiliculty  at  all  from  those  lo' 
we  ahall  have  payments  to  makoi  and  through  whaaa 
these  notes  will,  almost  without  exception,  oMka 
into  circulation.     They  will  receive  them  chcerluNj, 
without  hesitation ;  and  although  I  perfectly  tppvedalft^ 
delicate  and  honorable  scruples  which  some  gentleuMB 
to  feel  about  ofieiiagt  in  satisfaction  of  the  puhlie 
paper  ever  bo  little  inferior  to  the  only  legal  tenAci 
nised  in  the  constitution,  yet  I  cannot  myself  in  a 
let^  after  all,  entirely  to  the  free  will  of  the  prnff, 
sent  to  sacrifice  substantial  justice  and  the  pnhlic 
to  what  I  must  oonaider  as  a  superstitioiM  adhcrunee 
mere  letter  of  the  law.    Nobody,  at  all  veraed  in  Ibca 
jects,  now  regards  the  precious  metals  aa  anj  thing 
approximation,  and  ofien  a  very  imperfect  appi 
to  a  correct  measure  of  value.     They  have  been 
from  the  necessity  of  the  things  as  the  two  great 
modities  of  commerce^'  furnishing  a  ready  mediom  of  i 
change  for  all  others,  and*  on  the  whole,  the  best 
meano  of  comparing  them ;  but  they  are  etiJI,  like  the 
mere  oommodities,  subject  to  a  very  great  fluctnal 
value,  according  to  the  common  principles  which 
prices.     The  present  state  of  things  furnishes^  in  my 
ion,  a  striking  example  of  this  important  truth ;  and 
I  ask,  whether  any  really  just  man  ought  to  oomplaia  < 
if  we  offer  him  these  notes,  with  the  most  perfect 
refuse  them  at  his  own  discretion,  and  treat  ua  aa 
on  his  unsettled  account ;  if,  in  making  that  ofibr,  wa 
to  him  the  frank,  manly,  and  reasonable  languagu  dh 
to  us  by  the  truth  of  the  case,  and  the  actual 
the  country — if  we  say  to  him  *<gold  and  silver,  wl 
in  strict  law,  though  not  in  good  conscience,  yourdus^ 
have  none  1     By  an  unforaaeen  and  terrible  revolaioci, 
contingencies  beyond  any  human  control,  our  debtors 
been,  and  are  still,  unable  to  meet  their  engagements 
us  in  the  usual  way.     The  country  ia  in  deep  eml 
ment  and  distressi  and  we  cannot,  even  were  vre  dispoM 
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Ido  M,  preit  them  to  t  literal  eomplttiice  with  their  con* 
iMts,  witfioQt  inf  oWing  our  whole  people,  more  or  lees,  in 
Itfterfni  oomeqaenoes  of  the  bankrnptey  that  would  pro- 
iMjr  eDfoe.  We  gire  yoD,  howef^er,  an  acknowledgment 
f  yoorelMmi  againet  ns,  which  will  be  every  where  nearly 
^good,  in  wme  parts  of  the  country  probably  better,  than 
ke  predooi  metala— which,  at  all  eventa,  is  at  a  premium, 
lidireoee  to  what  yon  woald  not  heeitate  to  receive  from 
yrifite  debtor ;  and  we  put  it  to  yoor  patriotim  and  your 
» of  JQilioe,  to  decide  whether  we  have  not,  to  alt  tub- 
3tl  pQipoeei^  complied  with  onr  engagementa."  8ir, 
upon  it,  inch  an  appeal  to  the  good  lenae  and  the 
it^  of  our  feliow-citisene  will  not  be  made  in  vain, 
right  of  the  Government,  therefore,  in  every  aapect 
cue,  being,  as  I  conceive,  fully  eetabliahed,  the  on- 
tag  question  ia,  in  what  form  will  theae  notee  be 
beaefidal  to  the  public  t  Whether  it  is  better  to  is- 
then  betriog  an  interest  of  not  more  than  6  per  cent, 
kiriog  eKher  no  intsreit  at  all,  or  a  very  small  one,  to 
lined  by  the  House  1  And  this  brings  me  to  the 
between  me  and  the  chairman  of  the  Commii- 
Wiys  and  Means,  or,  to  expreaa  it  more  accn- 
peibaps,  between  the  Senate  and  the  committee  of 
House.  Sir,  1  admit  that  these  notes^  at  a  higher  rate 
rest  than  I  approve^  would  aerve  an  excellent  pur- 
ls remittances  to  Europe;  but  exchanges,  as  we  have 
are  dready  fallen  ne«rly  60  per  cent,  within  a  very 
fkfi,  and  there  ia  every  reason  to  believa  that  as  soon 
eoming  crop  shall  be  brought  to  market,  they  will 
iami  at  par.  But  the  prospect  of  an  improvement  in 
'domestic  exchanges  U  unfortunately  not  so  good.  An 
IP  debt  is  due  from  the  West  and  the  Southwest  to 
|iV8t  commercial  capitals  on  the  Atlantic,  to  the  pay- 
of  which,  notes  bearing  a  high  rate  of  interest  will 
ibate  no  aid  whatever.  They  will,  you  may  rely 
it,  rir,  be  instantly  bought  up  by  capitalists  for  invest- 
They  will  disappear  entirely,  as  gold  and  silver 
dksppetred.  In  consequence  of  the  shock  given  to 
fay  the  late  revulsion,  there  are  immense  'depoaitM 
yoor  banks  waiting  for  some  safe  opportunity  to  lay 
oat  on  any  reaaonable  terms.  The  answers  made  to 
OKQlsr  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  have  no 
^t  It  all  with  me,  not  only  because,  as  I  said  just  now, 
My  niatfliial  change  has  occurred  in  the  price  of  bullion 
m  liw  dale,  but  lor  several  other  reasons  which  need 
P  fae  dwelt  upon  here.  Theee  notes  are  not  intended  to 
lioto  the  market  at  all.  My  idea  of  the  proper  use  to 
Mo  of  them  is,,  that  they  shall  be  ^pMsed  away,  as- 1 
N  lud,  to  the  functionaries  snd  creditors  of  the  Govern* 

EI  repeat,  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  be 
J  aeceptfd  by  them,  and  that  the  extravagant  ratea 
-iiange  between  the  difierent  parte  of  the  country  will 
to  them  up  at  a  considerable  premium  in  respect  of  the 
m  bank  paper,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  at  a  par  with  gold 
III  alter. 

Mr.  PATTON   said  he  desired  to  say  a  few  words  in 
|lj  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  CAMBsaL- 
^•]    That  gentleman  had  taken  occasion,  in  answering 
•  raoailu  which  he  (Mr.  Pattos)  made  on  yesterday, 
^  txynm  himself  in  a  manner,  to  say  the  least,  rude  and 
^^"iiteons.    He  said,  aa  I  uiiderstand,  that  he  had  sup- 
i*>d  I  had  mote  sagacity  than  not  to  peroaive  the  design 
^  oAct  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
>B»Ksntacky.     I  am  a  man,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  very  hum- 
■pretenaions  in  pmnt  of  sagacity,  and  sorely  will  not  un- 
Mtke  to  rival  the  claims,  in  that  regard,  of  so  profound 
^  ngacions  a  statesman  and  financier  as  the  chairman  of 
IjBCoBimittee  ni  Ways  and  Meana :  that  is  a  comparison 
jMh  it  would  be  more  becoming  in  him,  as  wdl  as  my- 
%  to  leaas  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  and  others, 
itbink,  by  this  time,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  the  chairman  of 
M  Conunittee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  diseovewd  that  not 


only  myself,  but  many  other  members — whom  I  will  not 
do  the  injustice  even  of  comparing  with  him  in  point  of 
wisdom  and  sagacity — ^have  been  unable  to  see  the  evil  ten* 
dencies  of  the  proposed  amendment.  Although  they  have 
hid  the  benefit  of  the  illumination  shed  upon  the  subject 
by  the  sagacious  chairman,  they  regard  the  objections  made 
by  him  as  unsound  and  frivolous  as  I  do ;  objections  which, 
whatever  estimate  I  may  have  put  upon  the  wisdom  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  prove  that  he  does  not  possess 
one  whit  more  sagacity  than  I  supposed  him  to  have. 

What  is  it  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  tells  us  is  the  character  and  effect,  and  even,  as 
he  intimates,  the  object  of  this  amendment  7  Why,  that 
it  will  give  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  a  ben- 
efit of  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  How  does 
he  make  out  tlusi  What  plausible  or  even  colorable  proof 
ot  this  assertion  has  he  adduced  ?  These  bonds  which  he 
assumes  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  that  bank 
alone,  can  or  will  purchase,  are  bonds  bearing  an  interest 
of  six  per  cen^  payable  in  one,  two,  and  three  years.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  is  notorious,  so  far  from  be- 
ing desirous  or  interested  in  taking  in  such  bonds,  has 
been  recently  issuing  new  bonds,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
funds  in  England,  in  order  to  strengthen  herself,  and  ena- 
bling her  the  better  to  live  through  the  present  calamitous 
condition  of  our  commercial  and  moneyed  afiairs.  But 
sgain :  the  amendment  limits  the  sale  of  the  bonds  at  par, 
with  liberty  to  the  Secretary  to  get  as  much  more  than  par 
as  be  can.  Are  we  to  be  told  that  these  bonds  will  not  sell 
at  pari 

[Mr.  CAxaaaLBHo  here  said  that  he  said  no  such  thing.] 
Mr.  PiTTOir  resumed.  I  did  not  say  he  said  so.  I  put 
t^e  question — are  these  bonds  worth  par  or  not  ?  If  not, 
then  they  will  not  be  sold,  for  the  amendment  prohibits  it; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  proposes  to  provide  for 
that  contingency,  by  authorizing  the  Secretary  to  raise  six 
millions  of  doUars  by  direct  loan.  If  they  are  worth  par, 
or  more  than  par,  by  what  authority  of  fact  or  reason  can 
it  be  assumed  that  nobody  will  purchase  but  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Bank  of  the  United  States  1  Why,  we  have  been 
constantly  told  during  the  last  spring  and  sunmier,  from  a 
source  of  high  authority  with  some  gentlemen,  (though  of 
very  little  weight  with  me,)  that  this  institution  was  upon 
the  eve  of  bankruptcy ;  that  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Biddle 
that  his  bank  could  have  continued  to  pay  specie  was  an 
empty  and  unfounded  boast.  We  know  that  this  bank 
has  lieen  engaged  in  large  mercantile  and  financial  opera- 
tions, which  have  probably  employed  all  her  disposable 
means.  Still,  I  think  it  may  be  possible  that  she  might 
purchase  these  bonds ;  but  it  is  manifest  that  she  cannot  do 
so  unless  at  their  full  value.  What  possible  injury  can  be 
done  to  the  Government  by  getting  its  debt  fully  pmd  in 
advance  t  The  amendment  throws  the  bonds  into  mar- 
ket; it  invites  the  competition  of  all  capitalists  here  and  iu 
England,  and  thereby  insures  a  sale  o|X>n  the  best  possible 
terms.  And  T  am  warranted,  upon  the  opinion  of  an  emi- 
nent merchant,  who  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  members 
of  this  House,  [Mr.  Pbtllips,]  in  expressing  the  opinion 
that  they  will  sell  readily  and  at  a  premium.  It  is  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  me  who  purchases  them,  even  although 
it  be  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania.  If 
she  will  give  more  for  them  than  any  other  institution  or 
individual,  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  ;  indeed,  it  is 
with  me  raUier  a  recommendation ;  for  then  the  separation 
and  divorce  of  the  Government  from  that  bank  would  be 
final  and  complete.  I  am  not  to  be  deterred  from  advoca- 
ting a  measure  by  which  the  demands  of  the  Treasury  may 
be  met  out  of  our  own  funds  without  loan  or  taxation,  by 
having  the  ghost  of  the  United  States  Bank  paraded  be- 
fore my  eyes.'  It  seems  to  be  peipetnally  flitting  before  the 
apprehensions  of  some  gentlemen,  disturbing  their  eompo- 
suie,  and  disordering  their  minds.     It  is  an  *«  unreal  mock- 
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ery,"  I  fear  it  not.  I  have  borne  my  part  in  the  fvar  that 
has-been  waged  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
daring  the  last  four  or  five  years.  It  is  dead  and  buried, 
and  we  performed  its  funeral  obsequies  in  solemn  form 
only  a  day  or  two  ago.  This  amendment  proposes  to  sever 
the  last  link  of  connexion  with  this  deceased  institution. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  asks,  are  we  going 
to  plaos  the  Government  in  the  degrading  attitude  of  an  en- 
dorter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  1  And  why  shall 
we  not  endorse  our  own  bonds  on  which  we  want  to  raise 
money  1  What  degradation  is  there  in  this  1  Does  not 
every  man  who  sells  a  bond  endorse  it  ?  Whd  has  ever 
been  degraded  by  it  1  The  whole  effect  of  the  endorsement 
or  assignment  is,  that  if  the  bank  does  not  discharge  its  ob- 
ligation when  due,  the  Government  will  indemnify  the  pur- 
chasers. How  will  that  continue  the  connexion  with  the 
bank  more  than  now  exit ts  1  I'he  whole  amount  of  it  is, 
that  if  the  bonds  are  sold,  the  Government  insures  them  to 
the  purehaser.  If  we  hold  them,  we  stand  our  own  insu- 
rer. If  the  bank  faila  to  pay  them,  the  Government  loses 
the  amount  in  one  case  as  well  as  the  other.  There  is  no 
new  liability  incttrred,  and  in  the  worst  event  that  can  hap- 
pao,  the  failure  of  the  bank  before  the  bonds  became  due— 
of  which  I  have  not  the  least  apprehonsion — the  Govern- 
ment will  have  had  the  use  of  the  amount  of  the  bonds  to 
meet  her  pressing  engagements,  and  in  the  end  will  only 
have  to  provide  funds  to  reimburse  the  purchsser,  precisely 
in  the  s«ne  way  as  you  must  provide  funds  to  take  up  your 
Treasury  notes^  if  you  issue  them. 

-  But,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  right  in  assum- 
ing that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  purchase  the 
bonds,  then  what  becomes  of  bis  objection  to  the  Govern- 
ment being  the  endorser  1  If  the  bank  purchases^  or  rather 
anticipates  the  psyment  of  its  bonds,  there  is  an  end  of 
all  liability  on  the  part  of  the  Government — there  is  no  en- 
dorsement. 

I  expressed  my  surprise  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  who  had  heretofore  acted  so  conspicuous  a  part  in 
urging  a  disconnexion  between  the  United  States  Bank 
and  the  Government,  who  had  heretofore  been  so  ready  to 
sell  the  stock  of  the  Government  in  that  bank*  did  not  at 
once  and  eagerly  avail  himself  of  the  present  opportunity. 
I  referred  to  his  recommendation  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  BelatioDs  two  or  three  years  ago,  that 
the  stock  should  be  sold  to  meet  contingent  expenses,  in 
the  event  of  difficulties  with  France.  I  understand  his 
answer  to  this  to  be  that  the  proposition  was  not  to  sell  the 
stock,  but  to  use  funds  of  the  Government  then  due  from 
the  bsnk*  Why,  sir,  I  read,  and  will  read  again,  from  the 
report  made  by  Mr.  C^xbUxlvito,  on  the  S7th  of  Februa- 
ry, 1836,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations^  in 
connexion,  with  our  difficulties  with  France : 

*<  It  is  a  gratifying  circumstance  that  our  means  are  ad- 
equate to  meet  any  exigency  without  recourse  to  loans  or 
taxes.  The  bill  now  before  the  House^  authorizing  the 
sale  of  our  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  would, 
if  adopted,  afford  all  the  revenue  necesskry.  The  commit- 
tee is  of  opinion  that  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  fund  to  be 
derived  from  that  source  should  be  appropriated  for  the-pur- 
pose  of  arming  our  fortifications,"  dkc. 

The  bill  referred  to  in  this  extract,  for  selling  the  stock, 
had  been  reported  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of 
President  Jackson.  And,  as  an  additional  support. to  the 
measure  now  recommended,  I  will  rea^l  a  passage  fron^the 
message  of  General  Jackson,  of  the  session  of  1834  and 
1836.  After  speaking  of  the  danger  and  impropriety  of 
continuing  any  connexion  between  the  Government  and 
the  bank,  the  President  proceeds : 

'*  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  recommend  to  you  that  a  law 
be  passed  authorizing  the  aaie  of  the  public  Aock ;"  and 
*'  thai  all  laws  connecting  the  Government  or  its  officers 
with  the  bank,  directly  or  indicectly,  be  npealed;  and  that 


the  instatotioB  be  left  hereafter  to  its  own  rsMareei  ti 
means." 

The  bill,  which  was  the  answer  to  this  reeoamMnUoi, 
was  favond  with  the  approbation  of  the  gentlsniB  fm 
New  Yorii.  Now,  air,  is  it  wonderfel  that  I  ihoidi  to 
au  prised  that  any  opponent  of  the  Bank  of  the  IM 
States,  or  aiiy  friend  of  the  administration,  pladgrili 
walk  in  the  footsteps  of  General  Jaekaoo,  shsald  offm 
the  present  propceitioii  to  sell  the  stock  in  the  Bttkofito 
United  States,  and  thereby  meet  **  the  exigsada  ti  h 
Government,  without  recourse  to  loans  or  taiatl" 

The  means  reeonunended  by  the  late  PresideBl  for  A* 
connecting  the  Gevemment  with  the  bank;  tks  ami* 
commended  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commilles  on  Foiip 
Relations  [Mr.  CAMamBKBFe]  for  supplybg  the  ^onift 
of  the  Government  without  resoiting  to  kwns  or  tuo^ii 
now  resisted  by  the  chairman  of  the  CommiUee  flf  Wigl 
and  Means,  [Mr.  OAxannure,]  although  ths  tfifani 
of  the  Government  can  be  no  otherwise  met  botliy  ai# 
ing  it,  or  resorting  to  loans  and  taxet.  I  repeat  tlut III 
surprised  that  any  real  opponent  of  the  Bankof  thtUHl 
Statea  should  oppose  this  amend  menu  If  the  pnf  " 
had  come  from  the  chairman  of  the  Commitlee  of 
and  Means,  how  many  of  those  who  opposed  the  BiiAi 
the  United  States  would  have  restsled  iti  I  natati 
say,  very  few,  if  one.  Why  riiould  we  not  avail  <w^ 
of  our  own  resomncee^  sell  our  own  stocks,  rMhvM 
create  a  new  national  debt;  now  when  the  sboottflffii 
ulation  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  oil  debt  aisilili' 
ing  in  our  ears  1 

So  much  for  that  subject.  I  widi  nowtomikii 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  lA«j\ 
[Mr.  Tbokas,]  upon  the  other  branch  of  the  smei ' 
It  propoaes  to  legalize  the  practice  beietofore 
the  Treasury,  of  issuing  Treasury  drafts  upon  tlwj 
banka,  and  to  require  and  compel  him  to  rKOfei 
drafta  in  payment  of  Government  dues,  when  not  { 
the  banks  in  funds  acceptable  to  the  holder.  Tbii| 
tioe  has  b^en  pursued  since  the  suspension  of  ipMM] 
mente  without  any  difficulty  so  for  aa  the  TresnrjM>i 
cemed,  and  to  the  entire  satisfoction  of  the  p«Uiea«iilil 
It  makes  available  those  funds  of  the  Tretsarj  sfeub  " 
now  pronounced  to  be  unavailable.  These  dri|toiKM< 
only  one  or  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  below  speds.  ^^ 
this  course  the  deposite  banka  have  paid  about  Jift""  j 
lions  of  their  debt  to  the  Government,  and  if  it  be  com 
ued,  I  have  great  hopea  that  all  the  dcpoaitebaokf  wiii4 
charge  the  balances  due  from  them,  satisfectoifly  ti»^ 
public  creditors,  and  without  emttarrassment  sr  iocir^ 
ntenoe  to  themselves.  Can  any  gentleman  reaiOBsUfl 
that  Treasury  notes  will  have  a  better  credit  than  Tiei 
drafts  1  These  Treasuiy  drafta  will  anawer,  as  tbefj 
done  as  a  medium  of  circulation,  as  •  means  of  snpf« 
domestic  ezchsnge.  Treasury  nutee,  especially  if^ 
bear  interest,  will  not  circulate  as  currency  ;  tfacy 
taken  up  for  investment,  and  go  into  the  handt  of  i 
ed  capitalists,  and  *<rsg  barons^**  as  it  is  the  Im 
one  clsss  of  politicians  to  characteriie  men  of  wMldti 
moneyed  institutiona.  ^ 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  that  thewkj 
been  decisive  indications  given  by  this  Hones  that  wi 
suing  of  Treasury  drafts,  as  hss  been  herctafey^j 
should  be  discontinued,  and  expreaaea  his  artonuM 
that  the  proposition  made  by  me,  and  accepted  l7^^ 
tleman  from  Kentucky,  should  have  been  mad^  '^*1 
decisive  indications.  When,  where,  and  how,  bsraj 
indications  been  given  by  this  House  1  No  *^']Tf 
hss  been  given,  no  such  views  have  been  dsvsloii^* 
the  opinion  ef  this  House.  J 

It  is  true,  that  we  have  had  esnt  down  tomfrwj 
Senate  a  bill  which  proposes  to  indulge  thedepoBte"^ 
to  give  them  indolgeBce  to  pay  their  debte  to  the  G««*i 
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HBt  in  thiw  iofltriawBt^  at  A,  6,  and  0  montfaBy  and 
hen  to  torn  them  o^er,  if  tiiey  do  not  pay,  to  the  lander 
MfOM  of  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Tieaso/y,  with  all  hie  gold 
■d  iUmt  Botiona. 

TIm  pnipoation  bow  before  yon  holds  out  to  the  banfca 
t  inddgBnee  indefinite  and  unluniled,  at  the  tame  Ume 
hit  it  a^Me  relief  to  the  Government  and  the  people,  by 
Mhofmnf  an  iaaiie  of  dn^  drayvn  upon  these  fnnds  in 
hi  beaks,  making  them  availabie  to  the  Qovemmeni, 
ijlbaut  diMtiamlng  the  banks.  I  make  an  appeal  to  the 
imtJaincB  repraaenttng  the  West  and  Southwest,  whoM 
iikt  ewe  the  largest  aama,  and  which  I  am  told  by  a 
Mibfr  ftom  that  vegioii  cannot  probably  rssnme  specie 
I^MBle  in  less  than  eighteen  moniha  er  two  yean,  and 
ii  them  how  they  can  reoencile  it  to  themselves  to  re- 
bi  thif  SDendroeatl  The  oMasure  I  propose  will  give 
Ua  bsnka  an  indefinito  indnlgeaee,  and  at  the  iame  time 
■bB  thiic  balaneea  aivailabla  to  the  Government  withoot 
hi  coat  of  a  dollar,  and  in  a  way  entirely  free  from  ail 
Mitaiional  dificoftty,  while  the  measures  recommended 
■  Iba  Bieontive  have  m  direct  tendency  (I  speak  of  all 
pnamaaraa,  including  the  aub-Treaanry  scheme)  to  in- 
toiM  the  demand  lor  specie — to  make  difficnltiee  in  the 
MF  af  raaaming  specie  payments.  I  ask  the  gentlemen 
pm  tba  Weat  and  8outhweat|  if  they  am  reedy  to  agree 
tbeir  banks  shall  ^le  treated  as  bankrupts,  and  to  have 

psanoed  on  by  the  distract  attoraeys  of  the  United 

under  the  pending  law  ?    The  necessary  eficet  of 

vsald  be,  that  thoee  banks  must  sue  their  debtors, 

iarfebted  to  tke  banks  most  sue  their  debtors,  and 
hi  sU  the  people  an  those  regions  must  be  involved  in 
JRaoanmenroui. 

^^Itia  my  decided  epinion  that  the  oieans  of  meeting  the 
maMiM  ef  the  ceunify,  proposed  by  the  amendment, 
p^abrable  to  ike  mae'of  Treasmy  notes,  with  or  with* 
pi^  interaau  f  am  net  able  to  see  how  Treasury  notea, 
pAhoat  iatareat*  issoed  only  upon  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
W^  inteaded  as  a  ctreulating  medium,  can  be  distin- 
ipiM  from  biis  of  credit— etrictly  a  Government  paper 
gtoj.  As  at  preaent  advtaed,  I  eajMMt  vote  for  each  a 
Wl>hecanae  I  can  see  no  constitutional  authority  in  this 
l"o«i»Beot  to  iasue  bills  of  credit. 

k  0QBdusion»  I  bag  leave  to  say,  that  I  think  the 
^■Midisastof.the  genilemaa«  modified  as  it  has  been,  on 
%  aoiioD,  having  the  efibet  of  sapplying  the  requiaito 
^MMef  aieeilng  the  demands  of  the  Tressury,  without 
tttci  or  loanai  euglit  to  receive  the  favonble  consideration 
•fdMHoaae. 

^^  howevK,  if  the  Houae  reject  this  amendment, 
•^  to  men  acoajpteble  and  less  qotaetionable  means  of 
'^gj^  noBsy  can  be  saggeeted,  I  will  voto  for  a  loan  of 
**Mjr,  and  ihe  issoe  of  ceitificatea  of  loan  in  the  form  ef 
*''*""y  notes  bearing  intoreat.  In  tihat  form,  I  conaider 
2^  tobalamiaUy  a  loan,  and  theridfore  constitutional; 
"<f^I  would  prnfiMT  a  direct  loan. 

Mr.  CUSfllNO  followed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  LaoAua.  He 
2*^  Judges  Story,  Marshall,  and  (jther  authorittca,  to 
•M«  that  Treasury  notes  were  bUls  of  credit 
^r.  POSTER  replied,  erguing  thafe  Treasury  notee,  to 
]}?fy  ^l«  of  credit,  arast  bo  iasued  fie  a  drculating  me* 
^\  He  donied  that  a  high  or  low  rate  of  interest 
*'*"^  the  saaa.    He  argued  at  bsngth  against  the  amend- 


^T-M£NEP£E  addresaed  the  House  at  large,  in  an 
rjftot  and  earnest  speech,  against  the  bill. 

Wr.CUdHMAN  terminated  the  d  tacusnon  fay  calling 

*J*l»wiouo  queatioB. 

^«  CHAIR  atated  that,  if  it  should  prevail,  the  main 
miQB  would  be  on  the  Houae  bill  aa  at  first  reported 
^  the  Committae  of  Wsys  and  M  eana.  [Cutting  ofi*, 
^^^^  Mr.  GAmBax.«ve's  amendmient,  which  engrafted 
"•"toata'abiU  en  theenacting  dausab  of  the  House  bUl.] 


On  the  question  of  sustaining  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  there  was  a  tie,  the  ayes  being  88,  and  the  noes 
88.  The  Cbaxb  voting  in  Uie  negative^  it  was  not  sus- 
tained. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  now  presaed  for  action  on  the 
bill,  and  referred  to  pledges  given  by  gentlemen  of  the  op- 
position that  a  voto  should  be  had  thia  night- 
Mr.  WISE  replied,  admitting  that  he  had  givei\  auch  a 
pledge  but  for  bimaelf  only.  He  did  not  undertake  to 
command  the  House,  or  apeak  for  it  ss  at  bis  bidding. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  obtained  ihe  floor,  and  addressed 
the  House  in  a  speech  of  great  animaUon  till  late  in  the 

evening. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  read  to  the  House,  from  a  document 
recently  received,  and  not  yet  generally  diatriboted,  in  re- 
ply to  a  call  for  the  correapondence  of  the  Treasury  with 
various  individuals,  touching  the  terms  of  tbeir  reception 
of  Treasury  notes  for  specie ;  and  in  which  many  commer- 
cial capitalisto  declined  altogether  having  any  thing  to  do 
with  such  a  trsnsaction. 

The  question  was  at  length  obtained  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  UaDBBWooa,  and  decided  as  fill- 
lows: 

Ykas — Measra.  Adamai  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bonklin,  Brigge,  W. 
B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  J.  Campbell, 
W.  B.  Carter,  Chambere,  Cheatham.  Childa,  Clown^, 
Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Gushing,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Daviee,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Earing, 
R.  Fletcher,  Fillmoie,   R.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham, 
W.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griftn,  Halsted,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hop- 
kin%  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  John-, 
son,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomie,  Mallory,  Marvin,  " 
8.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mer.» 
cer,  MUligan,  C.  Morria,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patteraon, 
Fatten,  iPeck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potte,  RarideUiReed,  Rench* 
er,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Rusaell,  Sawyer,  A.  H. 
Sbepperd,  G.  bheperd,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
I  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompeon,  TilUnghast,  Underwood, 
A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  WhitUeaey,  L.  WiUiams, 
8.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  WUIiams,  Wise,  and 
Yorke— 104. 

Nats — ^Messra.  Anderaon,  Andrewa,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodheod.  Bronaon, 
Bniyn,  BuchaBan,  Cambrdang,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Cha- 
ncy, Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland  Coles, 
Conner,  Craiy,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGrafl^  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Edwards,  Fanington,  FairAeld,  Foster,  Fry, 
Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant, Gray,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkinai,  Haynea,  Holaey,  Holt, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jaoksoo,  J.  Jackson, 
N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensniith, 
Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  Lyou,  J.M. 
Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McOleilan,  A.  McClelkn, 
McClure,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  8.  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Pslmer, 
Parker,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,. 
Plomer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prenti«s,  Reily,  Rbett,  Richardaon, 
Rivea,  Sheffer,  Sbeplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Titus,  Touoey,  Towns,  Tumey,  Yanderveer, 
Wegener,  Webster,  Weeka,  T.  T.  Whittleaey,  J.  W. 
WilUama,  Worthington,  and  Yell— 112. 

So  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Uhdxbwood  wwf 
negatived. 

Mr.  RHBTT  then  moved  en  amendment,  the  eflbct  of 
which  would  be,  if  agreed  to,  to  make  the  bilia  payable 
<*  upon  presentation,"  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
date,  and  to  divest  them  of  the  character  of  intereat- bearing 
notes. 

The  Heuae  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of 
N.  C,  at  about  half  paai  nine,  adjourned. 
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SatVBDAT,  OCTOBIB  7. 

At  lOon  ft!  the  journtl  wu  read, 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  rose  and  asked  leave  to  make  an 
eiplanation;  and,  by  general  consent,  was  allowed  to 
do  so. 

It  would  be  recollected  (be  said)  that  he  had,  on  the 
preceding  day,  referred  to  the  fate  of  propositions  made  at 
former  sessions,  to  investigate  alleged  abases  in  our  Indian 
affairs,  out  of  which  the  Creek  and  Seminole  wars  had 
grown.  With  respect  to  one  of  these  propositions,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  he  had  suted  that,  after  that 
gentleman  had  moved  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, a  motion  was  made  to  refer  it  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  which  motion  prevailed :  and  he  had 
then  inquired  whether  any  report  or  raessagoj  in  conse- 
quence of  that  reference,  had  been  sent  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  this  House.  The  quesdon  (Mr. 
A.  said)  he  had  asked,  because  he  was  ignorant  whether 
such  a  report  or  message  had  been  sent  or  not  He  did 
not  assert  that  such  a  report  had  not  been  made,  but  he 
had  asked  for  information.  To  this  inquiry  be  had  receiv- 
ed no  answer ;  from  which  he  inferred  that  no  communi- 
cation had  been  made  to  the  House  by  the  President  upon 
the  subject.  Afterward,  however,  he  had  been  informed 
that  a  message  had  been  sent  to  the  House  on  the  subject 
just  before  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Not 
having  been  printed  before  the  close  of  the  session,  it  had 
not  eome  lo  his  knowledge.  It  was  printed  afterwards, 
and  constituted  No.  164  of  the  Executive  Documents. 
Since  the  adjournment  last  evening,  he  had  seen  it,  and 
had  read  ai  much  of  it  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  read 
between  ten  o'clock  last  night  and  die  meeting  of  the  House 
this  morning ;  and,  he  must  say,  that  a  more  heart-sick- 
ening document  he  had  never  read.  It  goes  (said  he)  to 
prove  to  demonstration,  if  demonstration  be  required,  the 
necessity  of  a  full  investigation  into  these  abuses,  by  the 
order  of  Congress.  There  were  disclosures  enough,  even 
in  this  document,  to  make  the  Mood  tingle  in  the  veins  of 
every  man  who  read  it. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  thought  proper  to  make  this  expla- 
nation, because  he  was  not  willing  that  an  impression 
should  go  abroad,  from  his  statement,  that  the  Executive 
had  not  done  its  duty  in  reference  to  the  vote  of  this  House 
upon  the  subject.  The  Executive  had  acted  upon  the  sub- 
jeist,  it  appeared,  promptly  ;  had  appointed  two  citiiens, 
Mr.  Crawford  and  Mr.  Bakh,  oommisBioners  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  authorized  them  to  make  the  required  investiga- 
tions. These  commisstoners,  acting  under  instructions 
from  the  Executive,  bad  collected  a  vast  deal  of  informa- 
tion, contained  in  their  report,  which  was,  however,  only 
a  report  in  part,  mooh  remaining  yet  to  be  disclosed.  As 
far  as  he  could  judge,  the  trust  reposed  by  the  resolution 
of  this  House  had  been  fsithfully  performed,  as  well  by 
the  Executive  as  by  the  individuals  who  acted  as  commis- 
sioners by  his  appointment. 

In  justice  to  himself,  as  well  as  to  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  A.  said  he  made  this  explanation. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  morning  hour,  which  wa&  the  consideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Wirb  on  the  Idth 
instant : 

**  Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  by  bal- 
lot to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  into 
the  causes  of  the  delays  and  failures,  and  the  expendituies 
which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  that  war,  and  into 
the  manner  of  its  conduct  and  the  facts  of  its  history  gen- 
erally ;  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  that  it  have  power  to  sit  in  the 
recess,  and  that  it  make  report  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress." 


Mr.  GLASCOCK  had  moved  to  amend  die  Ibngaiai 
resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  «nnlved," 
and  insertiog  the  foUowiog : 

<*That  a  select  oommittae  be  appoiDlad  to  iBq[ttaiBto 
the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  the  eausss  of  ihs  extn> 
ordinary  delays  and  failures,  and  the  expenditam  wbiek 
have  attended  the  prosecution  of  the  same,  and  all  thsfrett 
connected  with  iu  history  generally ;  and  that  aid  csb- 
miltee  have  power  to  send  for  persona  and  papn%  cbm^ 
such  persons  as  may  be  engaged  at  the  time  in  the  f%tak 
war." 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the  molioo  of 
Mr.  Ho wxmn  to  strike  out  the  words  *<  that  a  salsct  eOB> 
mittee  be  appointed,*'  and  inssrt  *•  that  the  CoamittsB  m 
MiUtary  Affiitn  be  iastnicted."    ' 

Mr.  McKAY  had  aot  intended  taking  any  part  m  tUi 
debate,  and  would  not  now  have  done  ma,  had  it  net  bsea 
for  the  remarks  of  tha  gantkmao  firon  Masssihunrtii,  [Mr. 
AoAKs,]  on  yesterday,  in  velation  to  the  €ompositi«tf 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.     The  gentkana  fim 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Howabb,]  who  had  made  the  prapoiiilai 
to  refer  this  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AftB% 
would  do  him  the  juatiaa  to  say  that  tha  amandmsnt  wm 
moved  without  any  oonsaliatiiMi  with  him,  and  he  prem^ 
ed  without  any  oonsulution  with  any  member  of  the  Mil- 
tary  Committee.      The  gentleman  from    MssaailiwHi 
[Mr.  Abaxs]  had  objected  to  aendtng  the  inquiry  ti  *• 
Committee  on  MiliUry  Aflairs^  because  eight  of  ita  db- 
bers  wen  friends  of  power,  as  he  ehose  te  designate  tkosi 
By  this,  however,  he  understood  the  gentleman  ss  aca- 
ing  nothing  offensiva,  bat  mefsly  that  eight  of  in  bA^ 
hers  were  in  favor  of  the  administration,  and  bntonsflp^'i 
posed  it     Now  he  (Mr.  McK.)  believed  H  waa  weBi»>  | 
deraiood  that  this  committeo  hss  had  no  connexion  vMi^! 
the  politics  of  the  country,  as  all  that  ever  was  rnqoneii^ 
it  was,  to  look  to  the  military  afiaira  of  the  country,  •>!■ 
all  aobjeeto  connected  therewith.     He  had  taken  thelioa*'' 
ble  to  look  into  this  matter,  and  see  how  this  conniititf  • 
had  been  made  up  for  some  years  back,  and  would  edlths ! 
attention  of  the  House  to  £e  foot.     Pour  years  sgo  lbs- 
Military  Committee  waa  organised  preeisaly  As  it  it  ssv* 
When  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Virginia,  ahow  ' 
now  our  Minister  to  England,  occupied  tha  Chsfft  tlm 
committeo  was  made  up  in  the  aame  way,  and  it  wai  ^ 
cisely  tha  same  while  the  gentleman  from  Tennessss  (Mr.  * 
BbliiJ  waa  presiding  officer  of  tha  Honae.     This  csnail*' 
tee  stiJl  stood,  with  reference  to  the  adminialtatiMi,  eighil*' 
one.     During  the  second  session  of  the  twenty -thiid  C«a- 
gress,  Mr.  Vance,  who  is  the  present  Governor  ofOki^ 
was  the  only  member  on  that  committee  uppooed  to  thi 
administration;  and  during  tho  twenty-fonrth  Congif%^ 
Mr.  Bunch,  of  Tennessee,  if  he  might  be  conaiderad  iif 
opponent  of  the  administration,  was  the  only  membsr  «' 
that  committee  in  the  opposition.     This  he  ttaongfat  wwi 
sufficient  answer  to  the  objections  of  the  gentleflisn  fiM' 
Massachusetts  on  this  point.     Well,  how  was  it  with  is- 
gard  to  other  committees  of  this  House  1     He  took  il,  if 
gentlemen  would  take  the  trouble  to  examine,  that  tlMf 
would  find  many  of  the  committees  with  majorities  oppoM^ 
to  the  administration.     The  oommiUee  of  which  the  goa- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  is  chairman,  (the  CoranilliO 
on  Manufactures,)  has  a  majority  of  its  memben  oppoio'' 
to  the  administration.     It  was  the  same  case  with  the  C<Na* 
mittee  of  Claimf.     It  waa  the  same  with  all  the  priodpii 
committees  on  the  axpenditures  of  the  Executive  Depail* 
ments.    The  committees  on  the  axpenditnrea  of  the  Wv 
Departmoit,  the  Navy  Department  and  the  Post  Ofllot 
Department,  had  all  majorities  opposed  to  tha  admiaiiin- 
tion.     With  regard  to  the  Committee  on  Mititaiy  AiUi* 
being  compoeed  of  eight  friends  of  the  administrstioa,  vad 
one  member  of  tha  opposition,  ha  praanmad  it  was  •!• 


together  accidental.     He  observed  it  waa  in  aoeoidaaos 
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with  the  prnvioitf  practice  of  the  Houie,  at  it  waa  preeiae- 
ly  in  the  nma  iitaation  in  which  it  had  been  in  for  the 
Itft  ibur  yeara,  and  he  had  never  before  heard  any  com- 
phiot  in  relation  to  it.  Bat  the  gentleman  from  Maaaa- 
ehoMtU  had  urged  another  objection  againat  this  oommit- 
toe^  and  that  objection  was,  that  there  were  eight  of  ita 
membtn  taken  from  the  Soathern  Btatea,  and  only  one 
hft  to  take  charge  of  the  pecoliar  interetta  of  the  Northern 
Sdtes.  Now,  if  the  gentleman  would  look  into  theorgani- 
latien  of  the  other  oommitteea,  he  would -find  the  aame  ob- 
jections to  tie  againat  them. 

How  ii  it  with  the  Commitlee  of  Waya  and  Meana  1 
Oat  of  the  nine  members  of  that  committee,  there  waa  only 
one  member,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Hakbb,]  to 
take  care  of  the  interesta  of  the  whole  valley  of  the  Miaaia- 
■ppi  and  Ohio.  How  ia  it  with  regaid  to  the  committee 
cf  which  the  gentleman  from  Maaaachuaetta  himaelf  ia 
.'fkainnan,  the  Committee  on  Menufacturea — a  committee 
*^ahoat  meaaurea  affect  aU  branchea  of  Induatry  in  the  coun- 
ty t  Seven  of  its  members  live  in  the  Noithem  States, 
nd  four  of  that  seven  in  the  Jiew  England  States,  while 
the  whole  of  the  Southern  States  had  bat  one  person  on  it 
la  Tepreeent  their  interests.  How  is  it  with  regard  to  the 
Gonunittee  on  Naval  Af&ira  and  the  Committee  on  Com- 
nerce?  The  Western  States  have  nol  a  single  member 
an  the  CoBinrittee  on  Naval  Affaire  or  the  Committee  on 
Comnerce  to  represent  their  interests. 

But,  ooald  not  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  see 
tke  &llacy  of  tbeae  objections  1     There  were  only  nine 
Mnberaon  each  committee^  and  there  were  twenty-aiz 
'ttetea  in  the  Union ;  ao  that  it  was  a  natural  consequence 
Aat  at  least  seventeen  States  must  be  unrepresented  on 
^caeh  eomroittee.     There  was,  therefore,  nothing  in  theob- 
'  jattion.    He  would  next  call  the  attention  of  Che  gentle- 
■fean  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals— a  oommittee 
•  iBtinatety  connected  with  the  great  queation  of  inter- 
lal  improvements.     That  commitlea  stands  aeven  to  two, 
tod  onfy  one  of  its  number  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of 
<he  ten  8iaf«a  in  the  South  and  Sonthweat.    That  com- 
mittee, loo,  stands,  in  regard  to  the  administration,  in  pre- 
'^^the  same  eituatlon  as  the  Committee  on  Military 
A&iia. 

The  gentleman  from  Maasachuaetts,  cm  yeaterday,  said 
thai^  dwing  the  last  long  session  of  Conipess,  a  resolution 
«M  adopted  cabling '  on  Uie  late  President  of  the  United 
States  to  by  before  Congress  a  statement  in  relation  to  the 
hte  Greek  war,  and  that  no  anawer  waa  returned  by  the 
^Mident  On  this  morning,  however,  the  gentleman  had 
ci'nccted  this  statement,  but  had  again  fallen  into  an  error, 
^e  gentleman  had  aaid  that  the  reaolutipn  was  answered 
^  the  Preaident  within  a  day  or  two  of  toe  end  of  the  aes- 
^.  Now,  if  the  gentleman  would  conault  the  Journal,  ^ 
1m  will  find  that  this  communication  was  sent  in  on  the ' 
Hth  day  of  February ;  that  it  was  only  a  report  in  part ; 
•Bd  that  the  commfssicmers  appointed  by  the  President  to 
BMke  the  necessary  eiamtnitions  were  engaged  in  the  fur- 
Iher  prosecution  of  the  inquiry ;  and  Mr.  McK.  uncJeretood 
Alt  they  were  now  in  this  city  preparing  a  report,  to  be 
hid  before  Congross  at  Hs  next  regular  session.  . 

The  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wias]  proposes  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  delay 
^  expenditure  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Florida  war. 
l^ow,  that  gentleman  wiU  recollect  that,  during  a  former 
CoDgreae,  he  submitted  a  rasolution  calling  for  information 
from  the  departments  relative  to  this  identicsl  subject*  On 
ti>e  nd  of  May,  it  would  be  found,  by  referring  to  the 
joomah^  that  a  reaolation  was  adopted,  on  motion  of  the 
gentlaman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wia«;]  calling  on  the 
Preaident  to  communicate  to  the  House  all  measures  taken 
to  eoppress  Indian  hostiUties  in  Plovida,  and  also  to  oom- 
Banieate  the  cauaea  of  aueh  hoatilities.  It  would  also  be 
fond  that  on  the  86th  the  Prasident  sent  a  report  from 


the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject;  on  the  37th,  an  ad- 
ditional report ;  and  on  the  8d  of  June,  a  supplemental  re- 
port on  the  same  subject;  therefore,  there  were  three  re- 
ports made  in  answer  to  this  resolution,  giving  all  the  in- 
formalion  in  relation  to  the  cauees  of  the  war  and  the 
means  taken  to  suppress  Indian  hoatilities. 

Mr.  WISE  aaid  he  knew  that  this  report  did  not  contahi 
all  the  information  in  possession  of  the  Department.  He 
would  not  say  by  what  authority  he  knew  this ;  but  the 
late  Secretary  of  War  himself  knew  by  what  auUiority  he 
(Mr.  Wi8b)  knew  that  he  did  not  communicate  to  this 
House  all  the  information  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  McKAY  resumed.  That  did  not  affect  what  he 
was  going  to  say.  The  gentleman  say  a  all  the  informa- 
tion was  not  communicated.  That  was  extraordinary. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  gentleman  bad  not  good 
grounds  for  making  the  assertion ;  but  let  us  look  to  the 
terms  of  the  resolution.  They  were,  that  the  President  be 
requested  to  communicate  all  the  measures  taken  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  all  the  information 
relative  to  the  causes  of  those  hostilities.  Now,  if  what 
was  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  true,  it 
would  form  a  grave  matter  of  inquiry  for  the  House  to  take 
notice  of,  and  it  would  be  called  upon  to  institute  some  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  of  the  Iste  Secretary  of  M'ar  in  con- 
aequence  of  thia  dereliction  of  doty.  But,  would  the  Houae 
suppose  that  the  Secretary  was  so  very  regardless  of  his 
official  duty  as  not  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  House, 
requirhig  him  to  communicate  all  the  information  in  regard 
to  the  causes  of  this  war  ? 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  now  state  by  what  authority 
he  spoke.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  the  Secretary  of  War, 
unleaa  his  messenger  told  a  &lsehood,  did,  before  he  an- 
swered thst  very  call,  send  a  gentleman  to  me  with  certain 
papeni  marked  confidential.  Tbey  were  submitted  to  me, 
and  I  know  it  upon  this  information.  I  read  them,  and 
the  question  was  put  to  me,  "  Do  you  want  these  papers  V* 
My  reply  vras,  that  I  wanted  all  relating  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  MgKAY  roae  to  resume ;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENCl,  the  House  pro- 
eeeded  to  the  Orders  of  the  day; 

TREASURY  NOTE    BILL. 

The  Houae  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  (he  **bt!l 
to  authorize  tbe  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  being  the  sub- 
stitute reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  questioii  being  on  an  amendment  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Rhett— 

Mr.  RHETT  modified' his  amendment  so  as  to  declare 
that  the  faith  of  (he  United  States  was  pledged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  notes,  on  presentation,  at  six  months  after 
their  dates,  respectively. 

Mr.  BELL  rose  and  said :  It  had  been  his  wish  to  sub- 
mit his  Views  upon  this  important  subject  whilo  the  biH 
wss  in  committee,  but  he  had  been  prevented  by  indisposi- 
tion ;  he  did  now  intend  to  extend  his  remarks  as  far  as 
he  had  designed  to  do,  if  time  had  permitted.  The  objec- 
tions to  this  measure,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  are  in  my  mind  great 
and  insuperable.  It  may  possibly  be  that  I  am  misled  by 
suspicions,  and  that  I  may  mistake  the  object  of  the  bill, 
and  do  gross  injustice  to  the  intentions  of  tho  administra- 
tion in  pressing  it  upon  Congress,  but  I  must  say,  in  my 
own  vindication,  that  if  I  should  be  mistaken,  my  auspi- 
cions  are  honestly  and  sincerely  entertained.  In  ordinary 
times,  and  under  ordinary  circumstances,  I  could  always 
find  some  clew  to  the  real  object  of  a  measure ;  now  no 
light  comes  from  any  quarter  to'  direct  my  course.  I 
might,  and  I  did  expect  some  light  to  spring  up  from  the 
discussion  of  this  question,  but  neither  from  the  spirit  nor 
matter  of  the  past  discussion  can  I  gather  any  thing  satis- 
factory. If  I  look  to  the  votes  of  honorable  members  I  am 
still  left  in  the  dark.     It  is  well  known  that  (here  is  a  re- 


1327 


H.  or  R.] 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 

TVeoitiry  AUet. 


[OoT.  7, 1837. 


•pectable  minurity  of  the  members  \a  this  House  repra- 
senting  the  party  in  power,  which  has  been  nndemtoocl  to 
be  as  widely  separated  as  the  polls  of  the  earth  from  their 
political  allies  and  the  President  himself  in  principle  and 
doctrine  upon  the  subject  of  the  currency,  and  the  new 
Bscal  system  recommended  in  the  message;  yet  we  find 
most  of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  this  minority,  the 
most  thoronghy  prompt,  and  vigilant  supporters  not  only 
of  the  administration  generally,  but  of  the  measure  under 
consideration  in  particular.  How  am  I  to  reconcile  this 
course  of  honorable  gentlemen  with  the  principles  they 
profess  ?  How  can  I  come  to  any  satisfiustory  conclusion 
as  to  what  is  the  real  intention  of  the  fixecutiTe  in  asking 
this  extraordinary  supply  of  money,  and  in  the  extraordi- 
nary shape  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  be  granted,  when  I 
find  those  I  would  have  supposed  as  most  hostile  in  inter- 
est, the  most  decided  and  determined  in  its  support  1  We 
all  know,  sir,  the  power  and  influence  of  the  Executive 
upon  every  great  measure  of  policy  about  which  there  is 
any  diflbrence  in  this  House  or  in  the  country.  .It  is  not 
only  the  personal  influence  of  station,  but  the  great  amount 
of  patronage  connected  with  it,  which  insures  this  influ- 
ence. The  constitution,  no  dpubt,  contemplated  some  de- 
gree of  influence  of  this  nature.  I  was  struck  with  the 
justness  and  force  of  a  sentiment  expressed  by  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  who  sits  before  me,  [Mr.  Adams,] 
shortly  after  he  took  his  seat  upon  this  floor,  and  after  the 
close  of  his  administration  of  the  Government.  It  was 
that,  by  the  constitution,  it  was  not  only  ordained  and  in- 
tended that  there  should  bo  three  co-onlinate  departments 
of  the  Government,  but  that  they  should  also  be  co-oper- 
ative. The  due  degree  of  Executive  influence  designed 
by  the  constitution,  I  do  not  object  to.  I  subscribe  to  the 
propriety  of  it ;  but,  acting  upon  this  principle^  )iow  are 
we — how  ought  we,  in  common  candor,  to  regard  the 
measure  under  consideration,  and  those  connected  with  it, 
which  found  their  way  into  this  House  under  Executive 
sanction  1  How  otherwise  can  we  regard  them,  without 
disparagement  to  the  Executive,  but  as  the  ways  and  means 
of  carrying  iuto  execution,  in  the  most  active  and  effectual 
manner,  the  doctrines  and  polii^  laid  down  in  the  mes- 
sage 1  and  so  we  must  regard  them,  unless  we  are  disposed 
to  make  a  direct  attack  upon  the  President,  and  charge 
bim  with  insincerity  and  double  dealing.  But  it  is  not 
only  the  course  of  those  genttomen  in  this  House,  who  are 
denominated  conservatives,  which  perplexes  me  upon  this 
point.  In  the  semi-oflScial  organ  of  the  administration,  or 
rather  of  what  is  considered  the  orthodox  and  largest  por- 
tion of  the  party  in  power,  (Ihe  Globe,)  published  this 
morning,  I  find  the  extraordinary  declaration  and  avowal 
which  I  will  read  to  the  House : 

<<We  have  been  requested  by  our  political  friends  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  to  glvs  a  place  to  aoeounis  of 
democratic  meetings  approving  the  message  and  the  Secre- 
tary's report  on  the  finances  in  the  warmest  terms,  and 
pledging  vigorous  support  to  the  adminirtration  and  its 
frieii^s  in  carrying  out  the  doctrines  set  forth  in  those  ad- 
mirable state  papers." 

In  the  same  organ  I  saw,  but  a  few  days  ago,  the  senti- 
ment avowed,  that  the  recent  votes  in  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  give  strong  indications  that  the  "  dynasty  of  banks, 
both  great  and  small,  approached  its  end.'*  What,  sir,  are 
we  to  conclude  from  these  annunciations,  but  more  partic- 
ularly when  we  connect  with  them  the  course  of  the  con- 
servatives of  this  House  1  What  are  those  doctrines  of  the 
message  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
which  are  to  receive  ihe  vigorous  support  of  the  alleged 
democracy  of  the  country  t  The  doctrines  of  the  message 
propose  the  sub-Treasury  scheme,  and  reject  the  idea  of 
giving  credit  to  banks  and  bank  paper  at  any  time.  The 
report  of  the  Secretary,  among  other  things,  gives  us  a  de- 
tailed plan  of  a  fiscal  system,  which  is  to  all  important  ends 


and  purposes  a  Timtmtf  bink.     Now,  sir,  which  of  thoie 
two  qrstems  is  to  b>a  supported  by  the  party  in  pewsi  for  Ihi 
future,  or,  if  neither  findafaver  by  iteel^  how  muck  ofosi 
is  to  be  combined  with  the  ether,  and  canried  out  bj  to 
administration  1    Jiave  wenot  a  righttoaoneexplaDatkei 
upon  this  subject.!     Have  not  the  country  a  right  to  d^ 
mand  an  explaoiition  of  these  myeteiious  deelaisliimi! 
What  are  the  leid  destgna  of  the  administratioo  1   Hm 
the  conservatives  made  terms  with  the  President  snd  thnt 
who  sustained  hit  n  in  his  message  1   Have  they  bsso  pns- 
ised  that  their  banks  and  bank  notes  aball  not  bemoleMil 
\h$t  they  ahali  be  saved  fram  the  ganaral  wreck  which  1« 
been  threatened   to  the  banking  sgratem  in  this  conaliy! 
From  my  person  al  knowledge  of  the  character  and  fA 
pies  of  many  of  those  gentlemen,  I  4I0  noi  beksrc  ta 
capable  of  eompitomiaing  the  general  interests  of  the  eosi- 
try,  and  acting  upon  a  compromise  ao  narrow,  kMi^ 
unworthy.     But  «lo  they  not  owe  it  to  this  Houis  sad  m 
oountfy  to  avow  the  real  principles  of  the  comproaiM 
they  haiw  made  one,  and  I  muat  auppose  th^  hx%' 
Have  they  agreed  that  they  will  give  their  support  Is  i^ 
and,  if  any,  te  wb<at  extent,  to  the  isane  of  apapsroiA^ 
lation  founded  upon  the  credit  and  revenues  of  the  els' 
emment,  or,  in  other  words,  of  a  Government  bsakl  ib^ 
if  they  hiive,  what  aeeurities  have  they  taken  for  ths  f* 
ment  of  the  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  admioiiUitM% 
or  of  that  portic»n  of  the  party  in  power  which  hsi  batt 
undemtood  to  favor  the  doetiines  of  the  messsge!   ftM 
knew  I  have  bo  right  to  demand  an  anawer  to  aay  of  M, 
questiona;  but  I  refer  lathe  subject  which  givssMi*; 
them  because  I  «m  bewildered— J  am  amaxed  by  vMl 
see  and  hear  of  bile  connected  with  this  aubject,  andlm 
more  light     At  one  time  I  am  led  to  suppose  lhst«a»j 
has  gone  iorth  for  the  utter  annihiktien  and  ^T^*^^^ 
the  whole  bankiisg  system,  as  it  has  been  practised  for  w 
last  half  a  eaatctry ;  at  another  time,  and  looking  to  <» 
course  of  the  asone  pafly»  I  eannoC  reaist  thecoBckn* 
that  State  banka  ara  to  be  auffesed  to  exist  npon  iheW 
of  permitting  thie  Mtabliahraent  of  a  Gov^naept  beu  !• 
sun»ly  a  portion,  at  leaat,  of  the  dicnlatuig  medinma  V 
country ;  and  again,  sir,  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  imff 
of  the  parties  to  *>the  arrangement  are  not  to  be  the  vam 
of  their  oonfidenoe  m  their  poKticnl  firiends,  and  wiD  fim 
that  they  are  du|ie4  when  it  ia  too  lat9  to  repair  theinlif 
Under  all  the  drcomstanoea  of  the  caae»  the  P^^ 
and  mystery  in  vvhieh  the  whole  auhject  u  ""'^^fj^ 
constramed  to  aet  upon  my  own  beat  jndj^aent,  with  ■** 
lighta  only  aa  ehajioe  and  obaervation  have  thrown  lajr 
way.     For  myae!lf,  I  legaid  this  bill  aa  ans  and  ^l*^rr 
most  important  one  of  that  seaeaof  measoies  which  w 
been  deliherately  iidanned  and  brought  focwaid,  with  a  ^ 
to  wage  a  war  not  only  against  hanks  and  bank  P*P"^^ 
against  the  whole  system  of  trade,  credit,  and  ooM 
which  has  raised  this  country  to  ito  pceaeot  ^*|[{^V2 
among  nationa ;  and  I  regard  this  as  the  biUof  suppjjp^ 
money  bill  to  carry  on  the  war.     Pass  this  bill,  ^^^J!^ 
will  enable  the  EjceeuUve  to  carry  oat  and  put  io  pn<^ 
whatever  lystem  of  policy  he  pleasee,  whether  U  t«* 
pure  sub-Treasury  scheme  or  a  Treasury  baak>  o'  *  f^ 
bination  of  both.     I  have  fion  the  first  legsrdcd  thif' 
the  most  important,  in  every  point  of  view,  of  ^r^ 
messures  upon  v/hich  we  are  called  upon  to  ad.   1 
nothing,  comparatively,  for  a^y  other.   It  is  the  V^^ 
which  all  the  pUins  of  the  Executive^  whatever  ^j^ 
be,  turn.    This  bill,  or  imther  the  auppUee  •^^^^^^ 
it,  may  be  juatly  regarded-  aa  answering  all  the  yl'yTj 
the  party  in  powosr  ffith  equal  effect  to  the  jW»  *^  °|Tr  | 
by  the  ftunous  Greek  mathematician.    Give  the  '^^T^, 
tration  the  aid  which  this  hill  proposes,  and  they  «f 
able  to  move  this:  House  and  this  nation  at  wUl.  J\  ^  ^ 
every  point  of  "view,  such  a  meaaufa— one  "'"'Shil 
many  important  results  of  a  mischievous  cbutc'*'''^ 
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mtziin  obsia  prineipiU  apptiet  with  pecdiar  force. 

B,  tbm,  I  plant  myself;  here  I  take  mr  stand,  and  I 

maiotaiii  it  until  I  am  driven  from  it  by  the  force  of 

I  eamestlj  inrite  and  invoke  all  those  who 

it  safest  to  meet  danger  on  the  threshold — all  those 

pider  old  and  established  institutions  to  new  and  un- 

tzpedicols — all  who  prefer  a  paper  circulating  medium 

«  evils  of  the  proposed  experiment  of  an  exclusive 

and  silver  corrsocy^^l  those  who  prefer  a  national 

porated  bank  to  a  bank  connected  with  the  Treasury, 

&QDded  upon  the  revenues  of  the  Government — all 

wbo  prefer  bank  paper  to  bills  of  credit  or  a  Govern- 

paper  money,  to  come  and  do  battle  with  me  against 

bill 

[r.  Speaker,  has  any  one  fully  and  duly  considered, 
many,  how  vast,  and  how  overwhelming  are  the  con- 
"-'^s  connected  witii  this  question,  and  the  conse- 
thst  may  grow  out  of  a  measure  of  this  nature  at 
[particular  juncture  1  I  concur  most  heartily  with  the 
ineDts  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
[Mr.  PicKKvs,]  the  other  day,  in  speaking  of  the 
Tmsury  schemes  which  have  been  recommended  for 
>C0Diidsration.  I  do  heartily  and  tmly  believe  that  the 
'  \j  of  this  country,  for  good  or  for  evil,  wiU  depend 
ly  opon  the  decision  of  the  questions  which  they  pre> 
The  mind  faila  in  an  effort  to  grasp  the  whole  of 
important  subject ;  no  powers  are  adequate  to  do  full 
to  the  great  issues  which  are  involved.  The  argn- 
embraces  in  its  range  the  fate  of  the  federal  consti- 
I,  of  free  Government  itself  I  Of  all  the  causes  which 
times  have  deeply  excited,  agitated,  and  convuls- 
people,  but  few  had  a  more  certain,  rapid,  and  fear- 
tadency  to  engender  a  qiirit  of  opposition  to  the  laws 
to  revolution,  than  a  debased  and  disordered  currency. 
*  Dot  refer  to  the  examples  whieh  past  histoiy  affords 
Datare.  I  will  not  even  revert  to  the  deep  feeling, 
intense  excitement,  which  manifested  themselves  in 
cities,  at  a  recent  date,  in  connexion  with  this 
;  bet  I  win  say,  that  such  instances  of  popular  ez- 
>nt,  upon  such  oocasionfl^  ought  never  to  be  lost  sight 
the  statesmen  of  this  country,  nor  wiU  they  be  either 
lingly  referred  to,  or  slightly  regarded  by  any  man 
has  any  jnst  claim  to  the  rank  and  character  of  one. 
I  fear  upon  this  subject  is,  that  we  have  only  ar- 
•t  the  first  stage  of  this  disorder— that  greater  embar- 
its,  and  yet  wider  spread  mischiefs,  await  ns  in  the 
of  it ;  that  the  state  of  the  currency  is  vet  to  be- 
i  subject  of  deeper  and  more  permanent  discontent ; 
'le  blinJaess  of  piarty  prejudice,  the  obstinacy  of  party 
and  the  infatuation  of  power,  will  defeat  every 
it  remedy,  and  bnng  on  a  brisis  of  open  resistance 
laws,  and  leave  the  Institutions  of  the  country^  both 
bed  and  general,  a  prey  to  anarchy.  This,  sir,  is  my 
w;  snd  I  regard  thia  bill  as  one  of  the  forerunners  of  a 
((^  of  measures,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  which 
■n  well  calculated  to  lead  to  this  last  and  most  fatal  cap 
bmity  which  can  befall  a  country.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  warn 
intlemen  that,  if  thia  administration  shall  be  so  infatuated 
*•  to  persevere  for  any  lengh  of  time  in  the  policy  of  re- 
ivuiiig  the  public  revenue  to  be  collected  in  gold  and  ail- 
nt,  and  disbursed  among  tbe  officeholders,  contractors,  and 
'tuer^  dependent  upon  the  Government,  while  the  only 
"i^^  in  use  among  the  people  is  bank  paper,  or  any 
^  paper  of  less  value  than  gold  and  silver— if  the  dis- 
tuteiioQ  shall  be  attempted  to  be  kept  up  much  longer  be- 
iweeii  the  Oovemnient  and  tbe  people— gold  and  ailver  for 
Ibe  Government  and  its  traina  of  official^  and  a  deprecia- 
M  paper  for  the  people,  resistance  must  and  will  come. 
It  is  not  in  the  blood  of  the  race  of  freemen  which  inhabit 
ibis  free  country  to  submit  long  and  tamely  to  so  unjust, 
naeting,  and  oppressive  a  course  of  policV'  And  let  it  be 
^ome  la  mhid  ijf  every  member  in  this  House,  who  shall 
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record  his  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill,  that  he  thereby  sanc- 
tions this  arbitral^  and  unjust  policy  of  the  administration, 
and  draws  the  line  between  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple !  Pass  thia  bill,  and  the  Government  Is  put  above  and 
made  independent  of  the  people ;  those  in  power  will  have 
the  means  of  carrying  out  their  policy  in  defiance  of  the 
popular  will,  at  least  until  the  people  shall  again  have  the 
pnvilege  of  interposing  through  the  elective  ri^it  I  have 
seen  it  stated,  that  this  objection,  that  any  distinction  ie 
made  by  the  present  course  of  things  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people,  has  been  refuted,  if  not  in  this  House, 
in  another  place ;  but,  sir,  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  tho 
argument  by  which  it  was  done,  nor  do  I  believe  it  to  be  in 
the  power  of  argument  to  do  any  such  thing.  Again,  sir, 
whoever  gives  his  support  to  this  bill  endorses  and  becomes 
responsible  for  the  present  course  and  future  poli^  of  thia 
administration^  in  relation  to -the  currency  and  eveiy  other 
interest  connected  with  it.  And  let  no  one  delude  himself 
with  the  idea  that  there  Is  nothing  to  be  apprehended  from 
tbe  men  in  power,  however  mischievous  or  wicked  their 
designs.  Let  us  not  underrate  the  genius  and  ability  of 
those  who  poesess  the  guiding  influence  over  our  public  af- 
faire at  the  present  juncture.  They  are  profoundly  versed 
in  the  knowledge  of  men  and  of  the  motivea  to  human  ac- 
tion. They  are  also  distinguished'for  great  caution,  secrecy, 
and  skill  in  eflecting  their  purposes.  They  possess  another 
great  advantage  over  most  men  who  have  attained  Iheir  in- 
fluence an4  station  in  Government  and  society.  They  are 
for  the  most  part  entirely  reckless  of  all  eonseqaences^  ex- 
cept such  a«  relate  to  themselves,  and  al&et  their  interests. 
Such  persons — such  advantages,  are  not  to  be  slightly  re- 
garded by  those  who  desire  to  restore  the  country  to  quiet 
and  prosperity.  Can  we  who  sit  here  any  longer  doubt  th* 
skill  of  the  administration  in  carrying  their  measures  t 
Have  the  opposition  yet  succeeded — ^Is  there  any  probability 
that  they  wUI  succeed,  in  eflfecting  a  single  modification  of 
any  one  measure  of  aU  those  which  were  no  doubt  pta* 
pared  before  we  sat  out  from  our  homes,  which  have  bsen 
submitted  to  us  merely,  aa  it  would  seem,  that  we  might 
confirm  by  our  votes  what  long  aince  had  been  resolved 
upon  and  fixed  by  the  Sxecutive  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment 1  No  facts,  however  stubborn  or  important — no 
roasoning,  however  conclusive  and  unanswerable-^have  the 
least  effect ;  the  measurea  muat,  and,  it  seems,  will  be  car- 
ried. Although,  sir,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  relying  upon 
rumors  which  I  hear  out  of  doors,  yet  I  have  heard  it 
stated  from  such  rsepeetable  aouroes  this  morning,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  had  such  entire  confidence 
in  the  success  of  every  meaaure  propoaed  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  and,  among  others,  the  bill  now  under  discus- 
sion, that  the  plates  for  printing  the  notes  have  already  been 
engraved,  and  perhapa  the  notes  actually  struck  off.  If  I 
do  any  Injustice  to  the  Secretary,  I  will  openly  acknowledge 
it  the  moment  the  statement  shall  be  denied  upon  his  au- 
thority. But,  sir,  if  this  be  the  fact,  how  idle,  how  absurd, 
are  all  our  discussions  here  1  Bvery  thing  is  fixed  and 
settled  by  an  infioai^  and  power  beyond  our  control.  My 
honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  UirnaawooD]  waa 
not  aware  of  the  ground  upon  which  he  was  treading  last 
evening,  in  proposing  his  amendment,  and  in  what  a  di- 
lemma he  would  have  placed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
if  he  had  carried  it 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  destiny  of  this  bill,  I  will  not 
forbear  to  ^ow  that  it  is  founded  upon  a  pretext  which  is 
utterly  unfounded.  Sir,  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  Treasury 
which  it  haa  not  been  tbe  policy  of  the  administration  to 
produce— which  they  have  not  designedly  created,  and 
which  they  cannot  amply  supply  wit)iout  the  aid  of  this 
bill.  I  say,  sir,  that  there  b  no  evidence  before  us,  or  bo* 
fore  the  public,  that  there  is,  or  is  Uke^y  to  be,  any  defi- 
cienqr  of  means  in  tbe  Treasnry  to  meet  all  the  demands 
upon  it  during  the  remaining  quarter  of  the  year,  except 
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this  bill ;  by  which  it  seems  that  ten  millions  of  dollars  are 
required  by  the  administration  for  the  public  serrice.  Ever/ 
other  circumstance  in  the  conduct  of  the  administration  in- 
dicates an  OTerflowing  Treasury.  At  the  very  moment,  and 
during  the  entire  period,  within  which  it  might  be  sup- 
posed this  alledged  deficiency  of  means  in  the  Treasury 
would  be  felt  or  apprehended,  what  has  been  the  uniform 
course  of  the  administration?  One  of  uniform  extrava- 
gance and  profusion,  as  far  as  the  expenditures  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  are  concerned.  Need  1  refer  to  the  evidence 
furnished  by  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Engineer  De- 
partment, which  has  been  laid  upon  our  table,  that  special 
instrnetions  bad  been  issued  last  spring  that  the  moneys 
appropriated  should  be  expended  as  speedily  as  poaaible  ? 
Need  I  recapitulate  the  facts,  that  four  millions  ot  dollars 
asked  at  the  last  session  for  the  support  of  the  Florida  war, 
are  stated  to  have  been  already  exhausted,  and  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  more  are  demiinded,  and  yet  the  campaign 
has  not  opened ;  that,  judging  from  the  accotints  which 
we  see  in  the  public  papers,  and  from  rumor,  seven  or 
eight  thousand  troops  are  about  being  collected  to  oppose 
some  fifteen  hundred  hostile  Indians  and  negroes  ?  Does 
this  look  like  an  exhausted  Treasury  1  But  we  need  not 
go  so  far  forproofr  of  the  true  condition  of  the  .Treasury. 
Look  around  you,  sir,  and.  reflect  upon  the  scenes  that  are 
passing  before  our  eyes  almost  every  day.  How  many 
delegations  from  far  distant  tribes  of  Indians  have  we  seen 
during  this  short  session,  decked  out  in  all  the  extravagant 
and  fantastic  trappings  of  savage  pomp  and  vanity,  come, 
sir,  for  the  purpose,  and  according  to  a  now  well-establish^ 
ed  system  of  policy,  of  supplying  the  deficits  which  have 
lately  been  felt  in  the  coffers  of  some  favorite  officeholders, 
jobbers,  or  agents  of  some  kind,  which  swarm  upon  your 
northwestern  frontier  ?  We  know,  sir,  that  this  has  been 
regarded  as  a  great  abuse  for  the  last  ten  years,  yet  we  see 
it  daily  increasing.  So  imposing  and  pompous  an  exhibi' 
tion  of  bands  of  savages  from  our  Western  frontier,'  I  be- 
lieve has  never  before  been  witnessed  in  this  city,  as  during 
the  present  short  session.  We  have  regular  and  formal 
bulletins  announcing  their  movements  in  all  the  daily  pa- 
pers of  the  city  ;  and  thoumnds  of  the  resident  and  visiting 
population  are  frequently  entertained  by  public  councils 
held  with  fhcm  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  some  of  the 
public  buildings  in  the  Court  end  of  the  city.  It  is  even 
left  doubtful,  whether  the  interest  got  up  by  these  exhibi- 
tions has  not  surpassed,  for  the  time,  that  inspired  by  the 
proceedings  of  Congress,  weighty  and  impbr^ant  as  the 
matters  are  which  brought  us  together.  Well,  sir,  what 
has  been  the  result  of  all  this  parade  and  these  inventions 
fbr  popular  entertainment?  I  can  only  ans^^er,  by  refer- 
ffng  to  such  sources  of  infbrmation  as  are  within  te^  reach. 
I  observe  a  statement  upon  this  subject  in  the  CHobe  a  few 
mornings  ago.  With  permission  I  will  read  it  for  the  ed- 
iHcation  of  all  true  reformists,  and  all  those,  especially, 
who  are  disturbed  at  the  ide^Hhat  the  Government  will  not 
have  money  enough  to  keep  it  together  unless  we  vote  this 
bUl. 

'<  The  councils  that  have  recently  been  held  with  the 
dioux  of  the  Mississippi,  terminated  in  the  conclusion  of  a 
treaty^  by  which  it  is  at  present  only  proper  to  say,  their 
title  to  about  five  millions  of  acres  ot  land  waa  extinguish- 
ed for  a  consideration  of  one  million  of  dollars.  The  tract 
thus  acquired  lies  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  has 
keen  used  as  a  hunting  ground,  the  dwellings  of  the  In- 
dians being  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  They  still  re- 
tain the  privilege  ot  hunting  en  the  land  they  have  ceded, 
to  that  there  is  but  little  reason  fbr  the  Mntimentat  jamen- 
tationc  that  some  waters  on  the  subject  have  indulged  in.*' 

8o  it  appears  thkt  v^e  have  given  a  million  of  dollars  to 
the  Sioux,  who  reside  West  df  the  Mississippi,  for  their 
occupant  right  to  a  tract  of  land  lying  east  of  that  river, 
which  they  have  heretofore  hunted  upon,  ahd  which,  by 


the  terms  of  the  treaty,  they  are  still  entitled  to  me  m  tk 
same  manner !  Now,  what  are  we  to  think  of  an  admtfiii> 
tration  which  could  sanction  such  a  proceeding,  tt  ibe 
very  moment  when  its  advocates  in  tnb  House  are  pot- 
ting their  inventions  to  the  rack,  to  prove  that  then  ii  lA 
money  enough  in  the  Treasury  to  carry  on  the  Goftn* 
ment  during  the  remaining  quarter  of  the  year!  Andirbit 
are  we  to  think  of  the  sincerity  of  men,  who  say,  tfaatu 
are  bound,  in  duty  to  the  country,  to  vote  this  supply  of 
ten  millions  1  Sir,  I  have  no  personal  acquabtanee  v^ 
the  Secretary  of  War.  I  am  informed  that  be  ii  a  geotli* 
man  of  learning  ahd  ability,  and  far  above  any  iopnfa 
design,  either  in  assembling  the  Indians  here  at  the  pni- 
ent  juncture,  or  in  making  unnecessary  and  eitravi|Hl 
treaties  with  them ;  but  from  my  knowledge  of  ih0coni>' 
tion  of  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  upper  Missinnppi,  and  iki 
policy  recommended  by  the  most  prudent  and  able  iDia\ 
the  public  service  in  that  quarter,  I  am  bound  toiayty 
the  nonorable  Secretary  has  been  grossly  abused  and  n^ 
led  in  this  business,  and  that  the  true  interests  of  the  eoM< 
try  are  wholly  overlooked  by  those  under  whose  coondl 
and  advice  more  than  one-half  these  treaties  are  made. 

So  much  for  the  practical  evidences  furnished  by  tliea^ 
ministration  of  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  TrBMijt 
But  I  will  show,  in  a  still  more  conclusive  manner,  M 
the  pretext  for  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  not  well  foatiti 
The  respectable  and  honorable  member  from  MaijiiA. 
and  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Wajiidf 
Means,  [Mr.  McKijtf,]  has  told  us  with  a  manly 
worthy  of  all  praise,  that  there  will  be  a  surplue  of 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  after  satisfjiogi 
the  actual  demands  upon  the  Treasury  up  to  that  time,  ( 
four  millions  of  dollars.  [Mr.  McKim  explained,  " 
stated  the  surplus  at  three  millions  eight  hundred  tbc 
dollars.]  Well,  sir,  let  it  be  so  reduced,  and  it  in 
quite  large  enough.  But  it  is  due  to  that  gentleman  toi 
mit,  that  he  further  stated,  that  of  the  funds  taken  iofol 
estimate,  he  supposed  five  millions  would  be  unaTail' 
but  why  are  there  five  millions  supposed  to  beuDani' 
Simply  because  that  amount  was  due  to  the  Govenui 
from  tho  dcposite  banks  in  the  Southwest  Sir,  uhtifi 
in  the  pon-er  of  the  Government  to  pay  its  cn£t0n  i| 
drafts  upon  these  banks,  in  the  same  manner  tint 'A  bv 
heretofore  done  t  Is  not  a  protested  Government  dnft  ^ 
on  a  bank  in  Louisiana,  Alabama  or  Missisiippi,  sial**; 
able  in  the  market,  as  one  drawn  upon  PhUadielpbii  f 
New  York,  or  any  of  the  Eastern  banks  1  [Mr.  M^j 
said  no  one  would  take  a  draA  upon  the  Soalhweit,  i^ 
could  get  any  thing  better  from  the  Government,  bee 
it  required  some  length  of  time  to  have  it  pre  tested  I 
payment  at  so  great  a  distance,  and  he  would  have  to] 
out  of  the  use  of  his  funds  in  the  mean  time.]  !< 
again  indebted  to  my  respected  friend  from  Maryland 
his  candor.  He  has  only  stated  what  I  knew  before;! 
no  gentleman  who  supports  this  bill  has  been  broogbti 
admit  so  much  before.  The  facts  are  too  plain  for  den 
or  cavii  These  protested  drafts,  the  gentleman  fromK<_ 
Tork  informed  us  yesterday,  were  within  one  per caj^ 
of  being  at  par  with  specie  in  New  Tork.  They  are  A 
ing  at  a  premium  of  four  or  four  and  a  half  per  cent.  A. 
currency,  and  specie  at  only  five.  Now,  what  is  it  tbll, 
constitutes  the  value  of  these  drafts?  Not,  surely,  that  tiff 
are  drawn  upon  one  bank  in  preference  to  another.  ^* 
matter  upon  what  bank  they  may  be  drawn,  it  is  koof 
they  will  not  be  paid  by  the  bank  on  demand.  It  is  tber 
being  receivable  for  customs  and  fbr  public  land*  wbtt^ 
constitutes  their  true  value;-  If  they  were  drawn  upon  m 
man  in  the  moon  they  would  be  equally  valuable.  I^^ 
equally  plain  that  the  only  difference  between  a  draft  vfsi^ 
a  bank  in  Mississippi  or  Alabama,  and  one  upon  abeal 
in  one  of  the  Eastern  dties,  is  founded  upon  the  ditfer«0| 
of  time  required  to  present  and  protest  in  the  one  cvf  ^ 
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^   tbe  other.    Let  the  officers  of  the  Governments  thien,  only 

'   Mj  to  its  creditors,  if  the  troth  be  80|  that  they  can  no 

longer  draw  upon  any  Imnk,  bat  some  one  in  the  Sonth- 

;   HMt,  and  tbe  whole  difficulty  is  solved  ;  the  Governuient 

,til  have  ample  means  to  pay  all  demands  uppn  it,  and 

t^wanb  of  three  millions  of  a  surplus !     Why  shall  the 

;  'CfcTfmment  not  avail  itsCif  of  these  means  to^pay  its  debts'! 

Why  will  it  not  1     Bimplv  because  it  is  iti  policy  at  prcs- 

^  m,  to  have  the  power  of  throwing  ten  millions  in  Treas- 

txj  drBAf  into  circulation.     As  to  the  wants  of  Govern- 

''^  neat,  I  repeat,  it  is  an  nnfonnded  pretext. 

But,  sir,  there  is  a  much  better  way  yet  of  supplying 
tty  pottibl^' defdency  of  means  in  the  Treasury,  and  at 
^  fbeuBOe  time  of  relie^^ng  the  people  as  well  as  the  Gov- 
mtoMot    I  have  said  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  Treasury 
:  kt  sDch  a  one  as  the  administration,  in  the  exercise  ef 
j  ikii  discretion,  and  to  further  their  schemes  of  future  pol- 
.*l^,  had  created.     I  have  already  shown  that,  by  contmu- 
1^  tbe  practice  of  drawing  upon  the  deposite  banks,  aa 
^  Imiofors,  the  deficit  vanishes ;  but,  say  the  friends  of  the 
'  ^AntnistrBtion,  we  want  to  supply  a  medium  of  exchange ; 
'«r  wish  to  put  into  circulation  a  species  of  paper,  in  the 
pdfcipe  of  Treasury  notes,  which  will  be  a  rMer  to  the  coun- 
l^'IJ  rart  at  this  time.     My  remedy  for  any  real  or  pretend- 
'  "lidelSeit  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  one  which  is  certainly 
^  ilOed  for  by  the  sufifering  condition  of  the  country,  is  to 
,"ilBipel  the  Government  to  recognise  and  accredit  the  only 
wralating  medium  which  has  any  existence  in  the  coun- 
i'ty,  by  reeeiving  and  disbursing  the  public  revenue  in  it. 
;'^mI  the  most  surprising  feature  in  the  history  of  the  times, 
'  ^  ihit  a  whole  people  would  so  long  submit  without  tumult 
'*M  open  violation  of  the  order  ef  the  Executive  requiring 
'■^'doM  to  the  Government  to  be  collected  in  gold  and  sil- 
'*^.    Gold  and  silver  no  longer  circulates — ^they  are  only 
iBbe  aeqatred  by  purchase  and  by  paying  a  price  regulated 
^  *fteu:j  other  article  of  properly,  by  the  proportion  Iwtween 
^fldpply  add  the  demand.    They  are  articles  bought  and 
'^'*H  just  like  any  other  commodity  of  *trade,  ana  have, 
'  ttoreover,  been  rendered  scarce  and  high  by  the  great  de- 
'■"  *Md  which  has  existed  to  pay  foreign  debts,  and  by  being 
I  BOuded  in  banks  and  by  individuals.    An  example  of  equid 
;*  viDg,  on  the  part  of  the  administration  of  a  Government, 
'  tenot  exist  on  record.    Tbe  most  hrbitrary  and'  despotic 
' .  maarch  that  ever  sat  upon  a  throne  would  not  have  dared 
'  to  iame  such  an  edict  as  went  forth  from  the  Executive  of 
[  Qrii  Government  after  the  deposite'  banks  suspended  specie 
Wjment;  nor  would  the  power  of  any  such  tyrant  have 
^  Mn  nfe  under  such  an  experiment.  It  is  only  in  a  Govern- 
Bent  at  least  nominally  free,  and  claiming  to  act  in  the  name 
of  the  people,  that  such  a  measure  could  be  sustained  at 
dl ;  snd,  bat  for  the  interests  of  party,  which  have  for  some 
yean  been  paramount  to  every  other  in  this  country,  even 
m  thii  free  Government  the  administration  would  have  been 
compelled  to  have  convoked  Congress,  or  to  have  permitted 
^  PQblic  taxes  to  be  paid  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
tountry  within  one  month  from  the  commencement  of  a 
different  experiment.     The  present  bill  proposes  to  sustain 
^  gross  outrage  upon  the  people  ;  the  attempt  to  collect 
»  revenue  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  not  in 
tke  ciTtalating  medium  of  the  country,  which  the  Oovern- 
oient  rejects  and  spurns,  but  in  an  article  of  traffic,  in  a 
^cies  of  properly  which  must  be  bought  at  any  sacrifice, 
uid  when  it  is  collected  is  to  be  poured  into  the  laps  of  a 
favorite  and  preftned  class.     No  other  Government  could 
*t>nd  under  such  an  experlrhent  sixty  days.     I  call  upon 
Ike  House,  by  rejecting  this  bill,  to  compel  the  administra- 
tion to  abandon  this  unjust,  and  before  unheard-of  policy. 
I  hive  Been  it  stated  in  a  beautifully  written  and  specious 
^y  upon  this  subject,  that  principle  is  on  the  side  of  the 
uministration  on  this  point.     I  deny 'the  position.     The 
«fwnal  principles  of  equality  and  justice  are  on  the  other 


It  does  seem  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  there  is  a  great 
and  prevalent  error  abroad  upon  this  question.  I  mean 
that  the  acquiescence  is  too  general  in  the  opinion,  that 
Government  may  be  permitted  to  reject  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  country  in  the  collection  of  its  taxes,  and 
coerce  a  payment  in  a  species  of  Money  which  is  not  cur- 
rent. The  reason  ibr  this  forbearance  and  acquiescence  Is 
obvious.  A  set  of  men,  desperate  and  daring,  and  claiming 
to  act  in  the  name  of  a  great  and  dominant  party,  have 
pushed  their  ultra  doctrines  so  boldly  and  confidently  that 
the  moderate  men  of  their  own  party,  as  well  as  the  oppo- 
sition, hav^[rfBlt  too  happy  at  the  prospect  of  closing  with 
them  upon  terms  quite  short  of  their  own  wishes  or  views 
as  to  what  the  country  requires,  merely  because  Ibey  ap- 
pear well  and  good  when  contrasted  with  the  antagonist 
scheme.  Even  so  much  gained,  or  rather  saved,  from  the 
reckless  and  mischievous  'control  of  those  who  are  now  at 
the  bead  of  afibirs  is  looked  upon  as  a  victory !  But  of  what 
worth  is  such  a  victory  1  What  do  the  conservatives  se- 
cure to  themselves  or  to  the  country  if  they  shall  succeed 
in  getting  their  amendments  adopted  upon  the  sulvTreasu- 
ry  bill  reported  in  this  House  ?  Sir,  I  would  not  give  one 
copper  for  all  their  amedments  put  together.  What,  if 
they  shall  get  it  enacted  that  the  notes  ef  specie-paying 
baidKs  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  Government  does — 
what,  though  it  shall  be  provided  that  tbe  public  moneys 
shall  still  be  kept  on  special  deposite  in  the  banks-^-all  their 
apparent  guards  will  only  enable  the  Executive,  if  he  is 
so  disposed,  to  execute  his  policy  under  safer  disguises. 
Through  a  thousand  channels,  impenetrable  to  this  House 
and  the  public  eye,  the  numerous  coHectors  and  receivers 
of  public  moneys  can  be  compelled  and  constrained  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  stop  any  bank  the  moment  it  opens  its 
vaults.  The  policy  of  the  administration  may  be  to  make 
Its  attacks  upon  the  United  States  Bank  of  Penney  IvaniBf 
with  a  view  to  stifie  its  operations  ot  destroy  it  altogether. 
If  success  shall  attend  that  operation,  all  the  others  will  fol- 
low in  detail,  if  such  be  the  policy  or  purpose  of  those  in 
power.  It  may  be,  however,  that  the  vast  powier  which 
the  Executive  will  possess  through  the  sub-Treasury 
scheme  will  oAly  be  employed  in  making  war  upon  such  of 
the  local  banks  as  shall  be  disobedient,  or  under  unsuitable 
influences,  and  in  this  way  mtdce  tbe  entire  State  bank 
interest  subservient  to  the  political  views  of  the  party  in 
power.  In  no  way  can  you  escape  the  power  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  carrying  out  his  plans,  whatever  tifty  may  be, 
if  you  arm  him  ^th  sufficient  means,  and  among  others 
the  power  of  supplying  a  circulation  from  the  Treasury,  as 
it  Is  proposed  to  do.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  never  in  more 
danger  than  he  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 
The  danger  was  that  some  of  his  followers  would  separate 
fVom  him  before  he  Imd  time  to  e^^lain.  They  might  sup- 
pose that  he  meant  to  act  upon  the  doctrines  avowed  in  his 
mesMge,  and  before  he  had  time  to  give  the  proper  assu- 
rances in  a  safe  manner,  his  party  might  be  dissolved.  But 
the  gentlemen  from  New  York  were  soon  satisfied,  or  at 
least  pacified  with  the  assurancea  that  their  favorite  safety 
fund  association  would  not  be  injured.  What  other  as> 
surances  they  may  have  received  I  k~now  not,  but  I  warn 
them  not  to  be  too  easily  quieted,  or  to  take  it  for  granted 
that  all  will  be  well.  I  have  been  a  looker  on  here  too  long 
not  to  gather  something  from  the  signs  of  the  times.  It  is 
quite  evident  to  me  that  the  pitrty,  whatever  may  be  its 
strength,  which  is  smcerely  disposed  to  destroy  all  banks, 
and  provide  a  gold  and  silver  currency,  or  a  currency  con- 
stituted of  Government  paper,  or  one  compounded  of  the 
two,  seeing  that  they  are  foiled  for  the  present,  and  that 
they  cannot  succeed  here,  htve  determined  not  to  press  the 
question  for  the  present;  They  want  another  trial  before 
the  people,  and  our  good  conservativei,  when  they  least 
expect  an  onset,  may  fetol  themselves  overwhelmed  by  what 
is  denominated  tbe  democracy  of  numben. 
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Bat  to  return  to  the  question.  What  I  contend  for  is, 
that  the  Govemment,  at  every  point  where  its  disburse- 
ments are  to  be  made,  shall  pay  in  the  currency  or  bank 
paper  which  is  there  current  and  receivable  at  par  in  the 
payment  of  debts,  or  for  property  and  provisions  at  cash 
prices.  If  payments  are  to  be  made  abroad,  or  to  Indian 
tribes,  which  are  placed  upon  the  footing  of  foreign  nations, 
let  the  gold  and  silver  be  bought  for  these  disbursements, 
at  the  charge  of  the  Treasury,  as  it  is  fit ;  it  being  mudi 
better  that  the  people  should  pay  this  premium  for  specie 
in  these  instances  than  to  be  taxed  and  harassed  tenfold 
by  the  policy  now  in  operation.  If  the  Gownment  shall 
do  this,  there  will  be  an  end  of  all  Treasury  eifflkrrassments. 
Well,  why  shall  not  the  Government  be  compelled  to  this 
course  1  Is  there  any  practical  inconvenience  in  the  plan 
proposed  1     We  shall  see. 

Our  greatest  disbursements,  at  present,  are  in  a  quarter 
where,  it  is  said,  we  have  the  largest  amount  of  unavaila- 
ble funds — ^in  the  vicinity  of  Louicians,  Alabama,  and  Mis- 
sissippi— growing  out  of  the  Florida  war,  and  to  subsist 
the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi.  In  that  whole  region, 
or  upon  the  borders  of  it,  the  notes  of  the  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, Louisiana,  and  Mississippi  banks  are  current  at  par. 
The  same  state  of  things  exists  on  the  northwestern  fron« 
tier.  The  notes  of  the  banks  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio, 
and  Missouri,  are  current  throughout  that  region.  If  you 
want  to  disburM  moneys  upon  the  great  rivers  of  the  inte- 
rior, or  upon  the  great  national  road  which  is  being  con- 
structed through  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  lUinois, 
or  upon  the  harbors  of  Lakes  Michigan,  Erie,  and  Ontario, 
the  notes  of  the  banks  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  or  New 
York,  are  current  in  every  part  of  those  districts.  If  dis- 
bursements are  to  be  made  at  any  point  upon  the  Atlantic, 
at  your  navy  yards,  upon  your  fortifications,  or  in  this  city, 
at  all  these  various  points  the  local  bank  notes  are  current 
at  par,  in  payment  not  only  of  old  debts,  but  for  property 
at  reduced  prices;  for,  the  principal  amount  of  debt  in 
every  section  is  owing  to  the  banks,  and  the  great  demand 
is  for  bank  notes,  and  not  for  specie.  Thus  it  is  demon- 
strated there  can  be  no  practical  difficulty  in  the  exten- 
sion  of  the  policy  called  for  by  the  best  interents  of  the 
country. 

Will  there  be  any  injustice  done  the  creditors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment by  this  course  of  policy  1  The  very  idea  that  there 
can  be  any  injustice,  under  the  circumstances,  to  the  pub- 
lic creditars,  is  an  absurdity.  An  officer  or  creditor,  under 
existing  circumstances,  who  receives  specie  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, gets  notoriously  ten  per  cent,  advance  upon  his 
just  and  equitable  demand.  Equal  right  and  justice,  in  all 
such  sudden  changes  in  prices,  produced  by  a  curtailment 
of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  would  require 
that  all  past  contracts  for  the  payment  of  moneys  should 
be  scaled  and  reduced  according  to  the  appreciation  of 
money  and  the  depreciation  of  property  which  has  taken 
place  since  the  date  of  the  contract ;  and  our  laws  do  not 
require  this,  not  because  it  would  not  be  just,  but  because 
of  the  evils  attending  a  fluctuating  standard  of  money 
value.  But  the  truth  is,  that  bank  notes  are,  at  this  day, 
worth  raore-^they  will  buy  more  provisions  or  property  of 
any  kind,  at  cash  prices,  than  an  equal  amount  of  gold  and 
silver  would  have  commanded  at  any  time  within  the  last 
three  ^r  four  years.  It  is  no  injustice,  then,  to  compel 
the  public  creditors  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment  of 
their  demands  upon  the  Government 

But  it  has  been  said  that  it  would  be  unconstitutional 
and  illegal  for  the  Government  to  pay,  or  ofier  to  pay,  its 
officers  and  creditors  in  depreciated  bank  paper.  Very  well, 
sir;  and  suppose  this  to  be  true,  does  the  Gevernmeni  of 
the  United  States  stand  upon  any  higher  ground  in  this  re- 
spect than  the  millions  of  freemen  for  whose  benefit,  and 
by  whom  the  Government  was  established,  and  who  are 
compelled  by  a  moral  necessity,  both  to  receive  and  pay  in 


this  same  depreciated  currency  ?  And  this  they  in  fonsi 
to  do,  not  by  any  default  of  their  own,  but  by  ths  gns 
blundem  and  mal-administratioa  of  that  arrogant  Govwa- 
ment  which  now  assumes  the  power  to  discomiiMte, «! 
aflEects  the  right  to  be  discriminated,  in  this  regpect,  km 
the  people. ,  Bui  sre  the  obligations  legal  or  eomtitaliaiirf 
resting  upon  this  Govemmeni— the  confederated  GovMp 
ment  of  any  higher  or  more  sacred  character  Oms  lbs  i^ 
ligations  of  the  same  nature  which  bind  the  tuvnty^ 
Slates  of  the  Union,  and  the  people  in  their  Kndivifasl«( 
pacities  1  I  call  upon  gentlemen  from  every  quarter,  f^ 
are  disposed  to  uphold  the  character  and  infiueace  of  dl 
States — I  call  upon  the  gentlemen  of  the  South;  I  csBnj 
on  the  gentlemen  who  represent  that  ancient  and  MB0«ii 
Commonwealth,  Virginia,  to  step  forward  and  maintaia  ■ 
equal  honor  and  respectability  of  that  State— of  ths  m 
thirteen  especially,  and  to  vindicate  all  the  Statei  and  ^ 
whole  people  from  this  attempted  disparagement-^-this 
slight  of  their  just  pretensbns.  Before  the  adi  ' 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  attempts  to 
example  of  constitutional  conformity,  and  of  strict 
in  the  payment  of  its  debts,  let  it  first  restore  to  the 
and  to  the  people  that  sound  condition  of  the 
medium,  and  those  ample  focilities  for  effecting  thsv 
changes,  which  enable  them  to  keep  their  faith  and 
tain  their  integrity  and  punctuality,  and  which  they( 
ed  before  the  mischievous  and  ban«ful  project' 
ed  of  reforming  the  currency,  by  putting  down  banb< 
bank  paper,  and  substituting  gold  and  silver,  or  a  Gi 
ment  paper  circulation.  Let  them  do  this,  and  ths 
Istration  may  urge  with  some  propriety  the  obhgat 
honor  and  good  faith,  to  pay  their  debts  in  geld  and 
and,  until  they  shall  do  this,  whatever  they  may  f 
the  world  will  conclude,  and  justly  too,  that  the  whole  I 
efit  to  be  derived  from  this  strict  rsgard  to  legal 
will  accrue  to  the  officeholders,  and  others  who  hs] 
be  creditors  and  dependants  upon  the  General  Govi 
That  favored  class  vrill  receive  ten  per  cent,  in 
their  just  demands  upon  the  Govemment.  Undsr 
present  state  of  things,  the  disburaeineat  of  thirty 
of  dollars  annually  in  gold  and  silver  among  the 
ers,  contractors,  and  other  creditors  of  the 
will  put  into  their  pockets  thirty-three  millions  ef 
in  a  currency  which  will  pay  their  debts  at  par,  and 
them  to  acquire  more  property  than  an  equsl  amoaali 
gold  and  silver  could  have  done  during  several  yesn] 
This  will  be  the  mighty  result  of  this  new  bom, 
spirit,  which  appears  now  to  actuate  the  adminiatiat 
complying  with  the  obligations  of  the  Govemment. 
policy  win  confer  upon  the  offic^olders  and  othen, 
compose  the  trained  bands  of  the  party  in  every  part  o(( 
Union,  a  bounty  of  three  millions  of  dollar « ;  and  fay 
measure  their  allegiance  will  be  eecured,  and  their 
duly  stimulated,  to  sustain  an  administration  so 
and  munificent  to  them. 

But  does  the  Government  pledge  itself  that,  if  ibk 
passes,  no  more  bank  or  other  paper  of  lees  value  tban 
and  silver  will  be  offered  in  payment  of  any  of  the  < 
of  the  Govemment !  I  do  not  understand  that  the  CW 
emment  comes  under  any  new  obligations  in  this  rs^ 
and  afler  we  shall  have  passed  this  bill,  we  have  no  flM| 
rity  that  some  of  the  public  creditors,  as  heretofore,  will  i^ 
be  compelled,  at  tbe  discretion  of  the  Treasury  Depaitai^ 
to  take  depreciated  paper,  or  get  nothing,  until  it  dull  i^ 
the  convenience  of  the  Treasury.  Unless  the  adouniM 
tjon  shall  come  under  some  higher  obligations  of  priac^ 
than  they  have  heretofore  recognised  in  practice,  it  Mj 
not  appear  but  tbey  may  still  pay  one  daea  of  cxeditoni 
gold  and  silver,  and  another  in  bank  paper,  or  other  jt^ 
below  par.  TUs  power  of  discrimination  between  diiM 
classes  of  creditors,  I  regard  as  one  of  the  most  dsngaM 
extensions  of  Executive  patrbnage  in  our  power  to nnetifl 
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ri  it  win  kid  to  the  nakMt  oomiption  if  it  ii  pennitted 
ooBtinDe. 

Itbiaid  (he  eredit  of  the  GoTemmeiit  wiU  be  efleoted  if 
fnoattd  benk  p^er  iboold  be  afiercd  to  the  publiected- 
in;  uid  it  is  praleiidea  thftt  the  pttHogo  of  thie  bill  is  ne- 
Muy  to  pmerve  the  credit  of  the  Oovemment  Whet 
Mit do geotleaen  aUiide  tot  If  it  ie  fiitteiided  thai  the 
Mitof  Um  QofenuBOQt  hmt  not  akeedy  been  laraiebed'- 
l^iiiflcgMi  thei  ile  credit  Ie  not  every  day  etained  by  of- 
li^ldflpnciated  paper  in  diacbarge  of  pablic  debt«»  it  ia 
jtnioiw  dial  the  facta  are  againat  the  argument.  Bank 
dotiiffdipieciated  paper  baa  not  only  bem  offerady  hot 
LiHBj  cant  it  haa  aetually  been  pot  off  upon  a  portion 
[dn  inUic  cieditora,  and  some  of  them  the  moot  desenr- 
I  A  portion  of  the  volnnteera  of  Tconeasee  were  not 
m  tmdered,  hot  aotnally  paid  in  bank  paper,  depreciated 
Ihb  per  oMit.  below  the  par  of  apecie,  daring  the  last 
,  lod  when»  at  the  aame  time,  federal  oAcehold- 
raadiqg  jnrt  aevosa  the  line  between  Tenneesee,  Ala- 
•od  MiMasippi,  received  their  salariea  in  gold  and 
vhieh  commanded  a  piemiam  of  fifteen  per  cent  in 
eomnqr  I  After  this,  let  no  one<8ay  that  there 
difomoi  estaMiahed,  under  the  present  order  of  things, 
lbs  governors  and  the  goveraed^-hetween  the  Go- 
and  tbe  people ;  aor  let  it  be  pretended  that  this 
t  has  maintained  its  credit  nntamiahed  by  the 
of  depiedated  paper.  Bat,  air,  I  aflbm  that  the 
«f  Um  Govemmentt  in  a  dnaneial  point  of  view,  haa 
impauad  by  the  payment  of  bank  or  other  depie- 
papor  to  its  oraditovs.  I  mean  to  say,  sir,  that  the 
of  this  Governme^l,  so  fiat  aa  that  credit  is  the  reenlt 
poUic  wwifidence  in  the  rasourceeof  the  country  and 
of  the  Qovemment.to  pay  its  debts,  stands 
at  this  moment  aa  at  any  time  heretofore. 
OoreromeBt  can  now  borrow  whatever  money  may 
to  its  wanta  at  as  low  a  rata  of  interest  as  at 
tina  of  its  aiiatenea.  [Mr.  HanaSAVT  said  lower.] 
tlaman  from  PeDoayivanio*  who  site  near  me,  saya 
Iha  Government  can  now  borrow  money  at  a  lower 
of  intersst  than  heretofore.  Then  it  ia  dear  that  the 
haa  sustained  no  loss  of  credit  by  having  paid 
I^Nciatcd  paper  up  to  thia  time.  Wl^  not,  then, 
the  practice  1  Why  not  meke  it  oniform  1  Why 
«ea  raise  all  the  paper  of  solvent  banks  to  tbe  same 
'  af  valtM^  and  pay  aU  the  public  creditors  in  the 
iriiu  1  Tbara  ie  no  reaaon  why  thty  ahould  not, 
ihe  determination  whiah  axiau  with  the  adminis- 
to  paisevare  in  their  UM  course  of  ezporimenta. 

Mr.  dpeakar,  Is  this  depreciation  of  bank  paper, 

itia  aaid,  is  an  objection  to  the  policy  of  receiving 

t^Mlloctwo  of  the  public  revenue  1    Suppoee  this 

were  disfioaod  to  rsslore  tbe  curmocy  of  the 

and  ahooU  reaoWe  to  receive  in  payment  of  all 

duaa  Ihe  netaa  of  all  solvent  banka  upon  auch  coo- 

ud  aeeorities  aa  shall  make  the  Government  per- 

«fe,  what  would  the  depreciation  amount  to  1     By 

<ct  of  the  Government  the  deomnd  for  specie  wouU 

IB  •nry  part  of  the  Union  in  a  great  maaaure ;  and, 

the  foreign  debt  ahaU  be  paid,  the  difference  in  value 

^*nk  paper  and  gold  and  silver  would  be  more 

than  raal  in  all  the  larger  dtiea.     The  gentleman 

New  York  [Mr.  CAKaaaisao]  has  tokl  os  that  in 

(J  of  Now  York,  tbe  great  emporium  of  our  trade, 

<«  centra  of  eichange,  bank  paper  ia  now  only  about 

^  a  half  or  tki/B  per  cent,  below  par.    Let  the  Gov- 

l»  then,  reaolve  to  take  it  in  payment  of  the  cos- 

aad  from  that  moment  it  wiU  aasmne  nearly  par 

u>d  ia  lorn  Oian  sixty  days  all  the  Eastern  banks 

*||>uie  spade  paymenta.    The  mercbanta  then  ooukl 

their  boodr,  they  weald  ask  no  more  indulgence.    MiU 

vill  iDiaediatdy  be  poured  into  the  Treasury.     The 

twoold  be  able  to  indulie  the  banka  in  the 


West,  and  partienlarly  in  the  Boothweat ;  and,  if  the  ad- 
miniatration  ahould  be  wdl  diapoeed,  every  solvent  bank 
fai  tbe  Union  coukl  reaume  apede  paymenta  in  a  few 
months.  The  demand  for  apede  having  ceased,  the  Gov- 
emnmnt  bdng  no  longer  in  the  market  bidding  for  it, 
overy  serions  impediment  to  the  resumption  of  spede  pay- 
ments will  be  removed.  With  -ihe  crope  of  tbe  preaeat 
yeer  in  the  Southwest,  and  with  proper-  indulgence  and 
aadatance  from  the  Government,  the  banks  in  that  quarter 
need  not  be  long  in  the  rear  of  the  Eastern  banks,  if  at  all. 
Bir,  I  repeat  that  thia  Government,  if  it  is  so  disposed,  cdn 
promptly  raetore  the  present  cireulatlng  medium  of  thto 
country  to  aa  sound  a  condition  aa  it  waa  in  before  the  lale 
suspension.  Many  of  the  States  would  no  doubt  guaran- 
tee the  safety  of  all  tbe  paper  of  the  banka  within  dieir 
limits  now  in  circulation.  E^ery  solvent  bank  would  fur- 
nish satisfectory  aeeorities,  and  all  would  come  under  aueh 
condttiona  aa  would  guaranty,  both  to  the  Government 
and  the  country,  that  no  adyontage  would  be  taken  of  the 
credit  thua  given  to  thdr  paper  by  adding  to  the  amount 
already  in  drcnlatbn.  Then,  air,  we  ahould  no  longer 
eee  in  thia  free  country  the  Government  harassing  mid 
oppresnng  its  dtiians  by  collectiog  its  taxes  in  gokl  and 
sUver,  to  be  distributed  among  those  who  have  the  good 
fortune  to  be  engaged  in  tbe  public  aervioe^  while  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  have  no  other  currency  ip  uae  among 
them  but  bank  paper;  a  atate  of  things  which,  for  the 
honor  and  character  of  free  Government,  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  a  day  longer  than  a  remedy  could  possibly  be 
applied. 

Than,  ar,  as  a  maaaure  of  coerdon  agdnat  the  admin- , 
istratioD— «B  a  meaaure  of  compulsion— I  would  reject  thU 
bill.  We  know  the  administration  b  hoatile  to  the  preaent 
drculating  medium  of  the  country  -,  that  hoetility  is  avow- 
ed distinctly  in  the  message.  In  the  newspaper  organs  of 
the  perty,  and  from  a  hundred  different  sources  beeidea, 
we  learn  that  it  is  the  poUcj  of  a  large  party  in  the  coun- 
try to  make  banka  and  bank  paper  as  odious  as  posdbla 
among,  the  people,  and  finally  to  break  them  down.  It  ia, 
then,  tbe  policy  of  thia  party  to  prevent  the  banks  from  ra- 
auming  apede  payments ;  it  ia  their  policy  still  frirther  to 
cripple  the  opetaiiona  of  the  banka.  To.oompd  the  Gov- 
ernment to  take  the  eeurse,  therafere,  which  the  public 
good  requires,  and  that  u  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
present  drcuUtion  of  the  country,  I  would  withhold  my 
vote  from  thia  bill,  if  there  were  no  other  reason  in  my 
mind  to  justify  that  course.  Withhdd  the  aid  required 
by  this  bill,  and  all  will  be  weU  in  ninety  days ;  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  eompdled  to  reedve  and  pay  out  bank 
pap«r,  and  that  ia.all  that  ia  neoeesaiy,  under  proper  lim- 
itationa  and  piecaaliona,  to  bring  about  a  general  resump- 
tion of  specie  peyments  by  the  banks. 

Tbe  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
has  infoimad  ua  that  one  objeot  to  be  accomplished  by  this 
bill  will  be  to  supply  a  medium  of  exchange,  a  spedaa  of 
paper  which  we  will  find  very  convenient,  and  a  grant  re- 
lief at  this  time  in  the  West.  I  can  inform  the  .gentleman 
that  be  wUl  do  a  much  greater  service  to  the  West  by 
taking  Eastern  bank  notes  and  disbursing  them  on  our 
Western  frontier.  These  notes  would  friroish  a  cheaper 
remitmnoe  than  any  Government  paper  that  can  be  created, 
and  they  answer  all  the  purpoaes  we  desire.  But,  sir,  I 
know  but  too  well  the  reel  grounds  upon  which  this  bill  is 
urged  through  Cnngrees.  It  is  not  because  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  get  adoog  without  it ;  it  ia  not  becauae  there 
is  any  particular  interest  fdt  in  relieving  any  particular 
aection  of  the  country.  It  is  because,  by  this  meaanrei,  and 
thia  measure  alone,  the  administration  can  venture  upon 
any  new  experiment  upon  the  ourreney  and  finances  of  the 
country.  This  is  a  prindpal  motive.  Another  one  is^ 
beyond  all  doubt,  to  furnish  a  medium  of  exchange  ba- 


beyond  all  doubt, 
tweett  the 


aectiona  of  the  Union,  so  as  to  silence. 
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if 'powtble,  the  dfamon  of  thoae  who  am  ooDtinoally  de- 
claring that  we  must  have  a  national  bank.  The  fint 
great  meaeoro  of  relief  whidi  the  ooantry  reqairee,  is  to 
restore  the  existing  paper  correney  to  a  soond  condition. 
There  can  be  no  substantial  relief  until  tlus  is  dooe.  I 
need  not  tell  gentlemen  how  this  cen  be  done.  Thigr 
know  well  enough  how  H  could  be  done.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion in  what  manner  and  by  what  agency  the  exohanges 
of  the  country  are  to  be  regulated,  and  a  suitable  medium 
for  this  purpose  supplied,  it  need  not  now  be  diseassed. 
Upon  the  subject  of  a  national  bank,  ahhongh  I  em  prepared 
to  giTO  my  support  to  the  establishment  of  one  wheaever 
it  shall  be  wise  and  expedient  to  make  the  attempt,  yet  I 
am  by  no  means  so  senguine  ts  some  of  my  friends  upon 
this  floor,  that  such  an  institution  will  be  established,  at 
least  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Although  I  represent  a 
section  of  the  country  which  sufiers  greet  embarrassments 
for  the  want  of  an  institution  of  that  nature,  yet  I  have 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  advise  them  that  they  were  proba- 
bly destined  to  suffer  still  greater  embarrassments  before 
their  wishei  could  be  realiaed  in  this  respect  As  for  any 
relief  of  that  nature  from  the  present  Congress,  I  informed 
them,  before  I  set  out  for  this  place,  that  there  was  no  hope. 
The  state  of  parties— the  various  conflicting  interests  In 
the  difierent  sections  forbid  the  expectation.  My  opinion 
of  the  remote  prospect  which  exists  of  the  establislunent  of 
a  national  bank,. is  strengthened  by  the  circnikistaace  that 
the  States  of  Virginia,  Bouth  Carolina,  Georgidi,  and  Ala- 
bama, have  so  united  and  combined  their  finanoia}  inter- 
ests with  their  respective  banks,  as  to  create  a  general  op- 
postlion  to  any  institution  which  threatens  to  diminish  the 
profits  of  local  banking,  and  thereby  curtail  the  local  revenue. 
For  these  various  reasons  I  have  not  relied  upon  a  national 
bank  as  a  means  of  relief  at  the  present  time.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  go  all  proper  lengths  in  tlie  support  of  such  meas- 
ures as  in  my  judgment  will  bring  present  relief,  without 
entailing  upon  the  country  permanent  .evil ;  of  this  last 
description  I  regard  the  measures  proposed  by  the  preeent 
administration— such  I  regard  the  bill  under  consideration 
to  be.  To  attempt  a  relief  by  the  issue  of  a  Government  pa- 
per, I  believe  will  be  a  fundamental,  a  fatal  enor;  not, 
sir,  because  the  Government  cannot  supply  a  very  good 
circulating  medium  tor  the  present-^not  that  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  adminisler  present  velief  to  any  extent  that 
may  be  desired,  but  because  I  feel  the  strongest  conviction, 
that  more  intolerable  mischieis  will  grow  out  of  this  mode 
of  relief  ultimately  than  any  we  now  suflfinr.  Yes,  sir,  I 
believe  this  Government  can  supply  a  drculating  medium, 
cheap)  convenient,  safe^  and  abundant.  I  say  safe  in  a' 
mercantile  sense ;  the  paper  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  issue  might  answer  all  the  purposes  of  currency 
and  exchange,  without  the  danger  of  pecuniary  loss;  at 
-all  events,  until  the  power  to  issue  paper  money  should  be 
abused  by  exceeding  the  demand ;  but,  sir,  in  every  other 
sense  that  can  occur  to  the  imagination,  such  a  currency 
would  be  utterly  unsafe— unsafe  to  the  purity  and  econo- 
my of  this  Government— unsafe  to  the  righu  of  the 
States^—unsafe  to  the  constitution— unsafe  to  the  liber- 
■tics  of  ourselves  and  our  poeterity.  But  still  the  Gov- 
ernment can  give  preeent  relief.  Yes,  sir,  it  can  supply  a 
perfectly  sound  medium  of  exchange.  It  could,  if  the  ad- 
niinistration  were  desperate  and  wicked  enough,  and  it 
should  continue  as  heretofore  to  be  sustained  by  a  dead 
majority  in  both  Houses  of  Congress— >tt  could  ifsue  Gov- 
ernment paper  snflicient  to  supply  the  entire  circulation  of 
the  country  ;  and  whether  such  a  design  be  already  form- 
ed or  not.  it  is  because  I  see  in  this  bill,  and  its  natural 
tendencies,  enough  to  pot  us  upon  our  guard ;  enough  to 
awaken  our  suspicions  that  tbe  administration  are  medita- 
ting such  a  policy,  and  that  this  bill  is  intended  to  be  the 
precursor  of  others  more  objectionable,  that  I  would  set 
myself  against  it^  whatever  relief  it  may  hold  out  for  the 
present. 


I  mu«t  my  a  woid  or  two  to  thoee  genllemefi  in  i 
House  who  are  understood  to  diflfinr  with  the  Preaidant 
his  views  upon  the  subject  of  the  aob-Tiuasuiy  achsi 
although  they  belong  to  th#  aame  poHiical  party  ;  if  i 
Bsean  to  be  the  pwiteotors  or  eonservatora  ef  any  things 
but  tbe  contemptible  and  paltry  interest  of  money  and  hi 
atoek,  tbey  witt'Bot,  upon  this  qusetton,  desert  dio  InM 
of  the  great  body  of  the  PMple,  and  especially  of  thaddl 
or  weaker  «iasi^  and  unite  with  the  enearies  of  bo^    I 
not  certain  if  in  their  aeal  to  coma  to  aome  corapvunM 
the  Uireatened  aeiam  of  the  party,  and  by  agreeiBf  l»  J 
dudo  all  baarii  notes  Irom  this  time  forth,  unleaa  ^beyi 
convertible  into  epeoie  on  demand,  they  have  notilM 
saeriAced  the  darling  interest  oft  bank  stock  and  bsnk^ 
dends.   Tlwy  certainly  put  it  into  the  power  of  the  a«il| 
enemies  of  the  banks*  (I  iaian  the  gentlemen  now  lAj 
head  ef  albirs, )  to  manage  and  control  the  new  flsdl  i 
tern,  vrith  whatever  modifteationB  it  may  be  adopted;  d 
to  make  it  produce  the  result  most  fovorable  to  tbsir  «l 
es ;  and,  rely  upon  it,  if  they  eontinne  hoetile  to  the  Wl 
and  to  bank  paper,  tlie  new  Treaauiy  machinery,  ul 
ever  it  may  be,  will  be  eo  managed  as  io  bring  belfcfj 
disrepute.     Let  gentlemen  take  wammg  of  the  lals 
depoette  act  of  1886.      That  act,  unfortunately  for 
country,  was  eomaiitted  to  its  enemies  to  exeeilib^ 
the  whole  country  has  been  made  to  snflbr,  thai 
foretold  evil  therefrom  might  acquire  credit  for 
Nothing  can  be  mote  certain,  in  my  judgment,  lk»t 
propoation,  that  the  banks  cannot  resume  apocie  psj 
at  aU  while  the  administmtion,  or,  which  ia  the 
now-a-days,  while  the  Government  centinnee 
them.     It  is  my  opininion  that,  without  the  active 
sition  of  the  Govenunent->->without  actual  aid 
Government,  the  banks  cannot  resume ;  but,  air, 
majority  of  Congress  shall  agree  to  pass  the  aub-l 
scheme  in  such  ehape  that  the  collectors  and 
the  pubUc  revenue  shall  be  compelled  to  Fereive  tbs  i 
of  spede^paying  banks  at  par,  if  it  ehaH  be  the  poGey  < 
executive  dqmrtment  of  the  Govemment  adll  to 
the  war  against  banks  and  bank  paper,  and  especialtf  j 
shall  enter  into  the  plane  of  the  ciecotive  to  convert  f 
sub-treasuries  into  branches  of  a  grtat  central  cfiee  in 
dty,  which  is  to  supply  a  drculating  flMdium  fanl 
upon  the  credit  of  the  Government,  can  a  doubt  sii  ^ 
to  the  perfect  ease  with  wh^ch  the  banke  may  be 
or  contrdkd  dther  way !     If  it  shall  be  thooglil  beitf 
they  never  shall  resume  the  payment  of  specie,  whsl  i 
will  exist  in  the  country  to  counteract  the  aecretof 
the  Exeeutiwi  acting  upon  and  through  his 
and  creatures  in  every  collection  district  1  and  ^ 
would  be  able,  in  the  face  of  such  a  powerful' 
resume  the  payment  of  tbdr  notes  in  spede  t     Bit  iti 
become  the  policy  of  the  foes  of  the  8tate   banks  ts  f 
the  resumption  of  spede  payments,  that  thej  may  thai 
easily  prostrate  them  ;  it  may  become  noeeeaary  to  ' 
ecution  of  their  plans,  that  the  banks  should  resanM,' 
their  vaults  should  he  opened,  that  thoee  of  the  nil 
ries  may  be  filled.    If  the  banks  should  reeume-,  Birf^ 
Government  should  continue  hostile  to  them,  no 
they  could  extend  to  each  ether— no  combination  c 
ests  on  their  part,  could  prevent  tbe  Government  fron^ 
ting  up  the  vaults  of  one  after  another  until  all  shall 
failed.     There  is  no  escspe  fh>m  the  designs  of  tbe< 
ernment,  if  it  shall  continue  hostile  to  the  present 
nystero,  until  the  people  shall  change  the  admini 
or  unless  you  refuse  to  grant  the  supplies  nccesssry  tfl 
war,  or,  in  other  words,  unless  you  reject  this  bill  aali 
duce  the  Government  at  once  to  the  neoesdty  of  resoHl 
to  the  use  of  the  sanie  currency  which  the  pMphl 
obliged  to  put  up  with.  * 

I  desire  it  to  be  understood,  that  I  stand  here  tb«i^ 
porter,  net  of  the  banks,  but  of  the  cotratry,  in  n^ 
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DOfiition  to  this  bill.     As  for  the  bank  stock  ioterest» 
f  those  whose  course  is  dictated  by  the  grovelling  policy 

tierriog  the  State  banks,  for  the  sake  of  themaeWos^ 
the  sake  of  individual  interests,  I  know  not  whether 
most  pity  or  despise  them.     If  I  were  to  consult 
own  personal  feelings,  1  would  not  suffer  an  incoipo- 
~  bank  to  exist ;  but,  sir^  it  is  tb«  various  interests 
which  ihese  banks  are  connected;  it  is  the  general 
it  is  the  interest  alike  of  merchant,  farmer,  and 
orer ;  of  the  laborer  as  well  as  of  the  capitalist, 
shall  be  protected  against  the  hands  which  are 
uptiftecl  to  destroy  them. 

the  proposition  to  issue  Treasury  notei,  to  sup- 
aUeged  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  and  at  the  same 
to  supply  the  circulation  of  the  country,  at  this  par- 
-  p«riod«  as  one  of  the  most  mischiesous  and  widted 
that  could  be  resorted  to  under  any  circumstBBces. 
tendency  of  it  cannot  be  doubted,  and  the  bad 
are  almost  as  certain.     In  the  first  place,  this  is  a 
^hieh  ought  to  be  reserved  and  held  sacred  for  those 
cDM^gSDcies  which  happen  to  all  nations,  at  some 
'  or  other  in  their  history ;  emergencies  growing  out 
le  of  war ;  such  as  threaten  danger  to  the  liberties 
pendeoce  of  the  country.     Then,  and  then  only, 
the  Government  exercise  the  power  of  making 
,  or  availing  itself,  at  once,  of  its  power  and  its 
by  'mnang  its  own  notes.     The  example,  in  time  of 
la  a  bad,  and  may  become  a  fatal  one.     The  object 
>  be  aeeomplished,  and-  which  need  not  again  be 
OQ^  ih   sufficiently  objectionable,  but  the  conse- 
whicfa  may,  and  probably  will,  follow  from  it  are 
If  there  is  any  member  in  this  House,  who  oon- 
that   economy  in  the  Government    ought  to  be 
and  supported— if  there  ba  any  who  hold  that 
any  thing  in  the  idea  of  reform  but  a  mere  name^ 
word,  to  mislead  the  people ;  if  there  are  any,  who 
that  there  is  any  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
of  Executive  patronage,  I  call  upon  them  to  rigect 
L,     I  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  South — ^I  ap- 
ially  to  that  portion  of  them  who  are  the  advo- 
jif  Steles'  rights,  and  who  would. maintain  their. due 
in  the  confederacy,  to  oppose  this  measure.     I 
especially,   upon  those  who  believe  that  the 
dpnger  which  threatens  our  system,  is  a  conceu* 
of  ail  power  in  the  General  Government,  to  unite 
in  going  against  this  bill.     Has  the  idea  of  con« 
lost  all  its  tarrorsl     Have  all  feam  of  such  a  ra- 
in this  House  t     If  there  are  any  renuiins  of 
jet  left,  which  in  former  times  filled  this  hall 
onatrances  upon  this  subject,  it  is  time  it  should 
itself.     This  bill  is  prepared  under  the  most  artful 
and  the  avowed  object  is  attractive  and  seduc- 
it  ie  urged  as  a  measure  of  relief  to  the  people  as  well 
the  Government;  it  is  said  that  it  will  furniah  a 
of  exchange,  which  will  tend  greatly  to  jralieve 
ilerior  and  Southwest.     I  for  one,  sir,  was  not  taken 
prise  by  the  introduction  of  tins  measure.     I  fore- 
probable  attempt  to  establish  a  Treasury  bank,  and 
~  my  constitueou^  during  the  summer,  that  the  ad- 
tion  might  seek  to  repair  the  mischief  their  folly 
e  the  country,  by  the  establishment  of  a  Govern- 
I  had  the  high  gratification  of  addressing  a 
mbly  of  freemen  of  my  district,  ni^  Jong  since* 
I  took  oecasion  to  state  to  them,  th^  although  no 
coold  be  anticipated  from  the  e^rly  establishment  of 
al  bank,  yet  that  the  emj^arrassmenta  which  they 
.  under  oouM  all  be  removed  by  the  administration, 
party  in  jpower,  if  they  thougut  proper ;  but  when 
ed  to  them  the  means  by  which  it  might  be  at^ 
that  it  would  be  by  issuing,  a  Government  pa- 
and,  in  efiect,  by  establishing  a  bank  ^fpunded  upon 
oedit  of  the  (70^re^^ne&t ;  and  yuk^  I  appealed  to 


hank. 


them  in  behalf  of  those  higher  and  dearer  interests  which 
would  be  put  in  jeopardy  by  such  a  measure  of  relief,  and 
called  upon  them  to  say  whether  they  were  not  prepared 
to  suffer  still  greater  evils  than  those  which  sow  oppressed 
them — whether  they  were  not  ready  to  sacrifice  half  their 
estates  and  property,  before  they  would  accept  present  re- 
lief at  so  much  risk  to  the  constitution  and  public  liberty, 
the  geueral  exclsmstion  was :  «  we  will  sacrifice  the  whol) 
firat  !'*  Of  such  materials  are  the  faimen  and  mechanies^ 
whom  it  is  my  pride — nay,  sir,  my  glory,  te  represent  upon 
this  floor. 

We  hear  the  severest  denunciations  pronounced  against 
a  paper  currency  every  day  upon  this  floor,  yet  we  are 
abput  to  add  to  the  stock  of  paper  money  now  on  hand 
in  the  country ;  and  while  the  whole  Union  is  filled  with 
the  clamor  which  has  been  artfully  excited  against  all  bankc, 
the  nation,  in  my  opinion,  is  upon  the  eve  of  seeing  estab- 
lished, under  the  diiiguise  of  sub- treasuries,  st  eveiy  im-  < 
portent  oommeretal  point,  branches  of  a  great  oentral  bank, 
located  in  this  city,  founded  upon  the  public  revenues, 
and  under  the  control  of  the  Executive  Depeitment  of  the 
Government ! 

I  happen  to  know,  ^r.  Speaker,  from  a  sonroe  entitled 
to  the  highest  confidence,  and  I  presume  you,  sir,  know 
quite  as  well  as  myself,  that  the  war  commenced  upon  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1839,  by  the  late  President, 
was  entered  upon  with  a  determination  to  estabUah  ^  bank 
upon  its  ruins^  founded  upon  the  revenue  and  credit  of  the 
Government.    1  happen  to  know  that  the  election  of  a 
highly  distinguished  gentleman  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  was  urged  by  a  ^ugh 
poblic  functionary,  upon  the  ground  thathe  would  be  hi|^- . 
ly  useful  to  him  ifu  executing  his  plans  in  relation  to  a  new 
bank..    How  long  these  original  views  of  the  Iste  Presi- 
dent continued  to  operate  1  cannot  underteke  to  state.     I 
had  sufficient  reason  to  hope  that  in  1893  the  original  de- 
sign of  the  President  was  laid  aaide^  or  considerably,  raod^ 
ified.     Judging  from  certain  letters  which  appear  to  have 
emanated  from  the  Hermitage,  of  a  very  late  date,  I  would 
infer  that  the  policy  of  establishing  a  Treasury  bank  bad 
been  wholly  abandoned  in  that  quarlsc ;  hut,  air,  even  as 
l#te  as  last  summer,  there  were  lome  symptens  of  an  abid- 
ing determination  to  cany  out  the  scheme  which  was  eom- 
meneed  in  1829.     The  tone  of  one  of  the  leading  joonials 
in  .that  State^  and  mpre  particularly  the  course  of  a  gentle- 
man long  a  meinber  of  this  Boussb  in  his  canvass  during 
the  summer,  were  striking  focUs  eiiid  they  did  not  pass  un- 
observed.    The  gentleotan  to  whom  I  allude  haa  bean  re- 
puted to  be  in  the  eonfidence  of  the  late  and  present  ad- 
miniatratioii%  and  he  openly  avowed  hisj  intention  to  sup-  • 
port  a  bank  founded  upon  the  credit  and  revenue  of  the 
Government.     But,  why  ahould  I  refer  to  ciieomstaneps, 
to  conjectures,  when,  by  referring  to  the  report  of  the  See* 
retery  of  the  Treasury,  we  shall  find  the  idea  of  a  Treasury 
bMkk  fuUy  develsped  and  openly  recommended,  net  in  name, 
indeed*  but  under  such  feeble  disguises  that  none  can  mis- 
take the  true  object  1    I  will  quotes  in  confirmation  of  whal^ 
I  have  said  upon  this  point,  a  singie  paragreph  from  thb- 
repeat  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasarj^.   After  stating  that 
It  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  furnish  *<  soaie  paper  me- 
dium of  a  higher  character  and  other  than  what  now  existe," 
and  which  «  can  be  readily  seeured  without  treadiog  upea 
the  debatable  g^und  of  either  the  power  oc  the  poliey  df 
chartering  a  national  bank,"  he  proceeds  to  state  that  <*eeF- 
tifioates,  not  on  inisrest,  but  payabls  in  speeae  to  beenr 
or  order,  as  well  as  being .  receivable  for  ail  public  dues^ 
could  be  authorised  to  be  given  m  paytnent  to  the  public 
creditor,  whenever  preferred  by  him,  and  sufficient  specie 
existed  in  the  Trewury.     This  kind  of  paper  would  be 
very  convenient  in  form,  and  weald  dtfiisr  very  litde  from 
the  drafts  now  in  use  on.banks,  escipt  being  drawn  on  a 
known  specie  func^  aod-exprendnc  «>j  ite  feea  «fot  only 
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tki%  but  iU  being  receivable,  in  the  first  instanoe,  for  tR 
pablic  daee.  It  would  poeeeet  the  highest  credit  allowable 
in  society." 

Sir,  after  this  development  of  the  plans  which  have  been 
considered  at  the  Treasury,  who  will  be  found  hardy  enough 
hereafter  to  deny  that  a  Treasury  bank  is  not  to  be— will 
not  be,  supported  by  the  party  in  power  t 

•Regarding  it  thus  as  the  settled  policy  of  a  large  and 
powerful  party  to  establish  a  bank  connecned  with  the  pub- 
lic Treasury,  and  to  supply  a  circulating  medium  of  tbe 
country  with  paper  issued  directly  by  the  Government,  I 
shall  consider  the  republic  in  danger  until  this  crisis  is  past. 
If,  sir,  you  do  no  more  than  pass  this  bill,  yon  set  an  ex- 
ample of  the  most  dangerous  nature.  Once  establish  the 
nractioe  of  supplying  all  real  or  alleged  deficiencies  in  tbe 
Treasury  hy  issuing  Treasury  notes,  and  it  cuts  oflf  all  hopes 
of  retrenchment — of  limitation  or  moderation  in  the  public 
expenditures.  When  an  appropriation  of  money  shall 
bereaA^  be  asked  for  some  new  and  extravagant  work  of 
internal  or  other  improvement,  we  shall  have  the  objection 
no  longer  urged  upon  this  flour  that  the  state  of  the  finan- 
ces will  not  admit  the  expenditure ;  that  there  is  no  money 
in  the  Treasury.  Every  one  will  know  that  the  fact  is  not 
so ;  that,  for  the  cost  of  the  plates  and  paper,  the  Oovern- 
nent  can  make  as  much  moneyas  we  desire  for  every  pur- 
pose. The  argument  that  we  are  in  want  of  money  will 
be  clamored  down.  We  shall  be  enabled  forthwith  to  buy 
dl  the  Indian  lands  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Rocky 
Mountains-^to  enrich  all  the  agents,  jobbers,  traders,  and 
other  favorites  upon  the  whole  Western  frontier.  We  can 
construct  as  many  artificial  harbora  upon  our  lake  and  At- 
lantic borders  as  we  desire.  We  shall  be  able  to  erect  a 
chain  of  artificial  fortifications  upon  our  whole  frontier 
boundary,  on  such  a  plan  as  to  defy  the  approach  of  a  for- 
eign enemy.  We  shall  be  able  to  place  all  our  public  es- 
tablishments upon  a  scale  of  magnificenoe  and  grandeur 
cetTsaponding  with  our  great  name  and  boundless  resources; 
for  there  will,  for  a  long  time,  be  no  want  of  mon^  in  the 
Treasury.  We  shall,  indeed,  have  a  splendid  Govern- 
ment, -and  be  able  to  challenge  the  admiration  of-  all  the 
nations;  but,  whether  our  wisdom  or  our  folly  will  most 
astonish -mankind,  I  leave  it  for  the  advocates  of  this  bill 
to  determine.  Whether  we  shall  long  remain  a  free  peo- 
ple will  soon  oease  to  be  a  question.  Sir,  when  we  shall 
once  have  set  the  example  of  replenishing  the  Treasury, 
upon  any  alleged  emergency  in  time  of  peace,  by  issuing 
Treasury  notes,  the  practice  will  become  permanent.  In 
a  Government  like  ours,  we  shall  never  be  able  to  retrieve 
a  hhe  step  like  this ;  we  shall  never  be  aMe  to  correct  a 
policy  which  will  be  entwined  with  so  many  interests,  until 
a  revulsion  shall  come,  which  shall  shake,  ay,  prostrate 
the  now  seenungly  solid  columns  which  support  the  fabric 
of  our  liberty  in  the  dust 

Mr.  Bxix  made  some  remarks  upon  the  subject  of  tbe 
connexion  between  commerce  and  the  banking  system  In 
this  country,  and  showed  how  much  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  depended  upon  the  credit  system ;  and  conclud- 
ed by  moving  to  strike  out  tht  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nttys; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BRONSON  aaid  he  felt  unwilling  that  the  quesdon 
should  be  taken  on  the  motion  now  pending,  and  that  the 
bill  should  finally  pass  from  this  House,  without  giving  his 
views  upon  themeasuie  under  consideration ;  and,  from  the 
peenliar  chaiaetsr  which  this  debate  had  now  assumed,  and 
p^eularly  since  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tennessi^,  Mr.  Bsovsos  said  he  felt  more  strongly 
inpelled  to  slate  some  of  the  reasons  which  would  influ- 
e»ce  his  vote,  and  which  randered  it  clear  to  his  mind  that 
tha  bill  under  considaratioa  should  become  a  law.  I  have 
(paid  Mr.  B.)  sagard^  this  measure  aa  one  peculiarly  cal- 
cvlaisd  «•  Miev*  the  puomiaiy  distraspss  of  the  country 


generally,  and  to  benefit  the  people,  as  well  as  to  fonMh 
immediate  aid  to  the  Treasury ;  aa  one  which  hu  bMl 
viewed  in  that  light  by  all  parties  in  and  out  of  tbiiHoM 
and  even  tiH  within  the  last  forty-eigbt  honn,  I  li 
not  consider  that  there  was  any  serious  oppocitiM  ti 
an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  or  Government  stock,' 
some  form.  On  my  journey  to  this  city,  I  fireqi 
heard  it  suggested  that  such  a  measure  would  be  tm 
ly  calculatMl  to  give  relief,  and  one  which  Congrm 
adopt  by  all  means,  if  practicable :  and,  what  if  woi< 
of  remark,  these  suggestions^  in  almost  all  Ini 
came  from  the  opposition — ^from  the  political  frieodi^ 
thoee  who  are  now  opposing  this  bill  on  this  floor. 
my  arrivsl  here,  the  project  was  frequently  spoken  <^ 
always  with  favor;  in  fact,  a  sentiment  decidedlj  " 
to  the  measure  prevailed  here,  so  far  as  I  heard  any  < 
sion  on  the  subject,  (with  one  or  two  exccptioni^) 
about  forty  -eight  hours  ago,  and  after  this  bill  hid 
some  time  under  discussion,  when  suddenly  it  acemfdl 
new  light  had  broken  in  upon  this  matter.  Te 
morning,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  heard  fVom  New  ToAl 
specie  had  fallen  in  that  great  commercial  mart— that  *" 
ury  drafts  were  worth  as  much  all  to  about  1  perenLj 
specie— stocks  rising  and  trade  apparently  reviruig. 
was  also^  Mr.  Speaker,  every  reason  for  the  pohlic 
suppoee^  not  only  that  this  biU  would  pass,  but  thiti 
bonds  would  be  extended,  and  fhrther  time  given  to  thij 
posite  banks  to  pay  the  balances  due  from  them  ai  | 
by  the  bills  on  your  taUe.  Now,  sir,  it  is  a  little 
that  on  the  receipt  of  this  news,  and  when  it  would  i 
that  better  times  were  dawning  upon  the  conour, 
business  appeared  to  be  reviving^,  and  when  thii  sod  ^ 
measures  recomiD ended  by  the  Executive,  which  it  ^' 
be  supposed  would  pass  this  House,  appeared  to  biKJ 
effect  to  allay  excitement  and  restore  confldenee>— I  «J  < 
singular,  sir,  at  such  a  moment,  that  a  moat  ngoftNUj 
fort  is  suddenly  made  to  defeat  this  l»ll,  and  preveot 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  which,  on  all  hands,  lo  ftr ' 
have  understood,  has  been  viewed  as  a  measure  so««&< 
culaled  for  the  relief  of  the  country.  We  Ian " 
much,  sir,  on  the  subject  of  the  Oovemment  takinf  < 
of  itself  without  any  care  for  the  people.  The  "^^ 
recommended  by  the  administration  have  been' 
on  this  floor  as  having  a  single  eye  to  that  object, 
has  been  made  matter  of  complaint  here  that  no 
of  relief,  for  the  people  were  proposed.  This,  hof 
has  been  looked  upon  as  a  measure  calculated  to  relieie^ 
people  as  well  as  the  Ghivemment;  as  a  measure  that  ^ 
throw  into  circulation  ten  million  of  dollars,  which  ^ 
be  equal  to  so  much  addition  to  the  specie  capit«j«< 
country— fumi^ing  great  facilities,  either  u  itaam 
or  domestic  exchanges,  particularly  to  all  dasMi  oi  < 
commercial  community.  And  yet,  sir,  the  momenl' 
is  a  prospect  that  this  measure  will  be  adopted,  and 
too  as  an  administration  measure,  the  whole  cippo^^l 
ty  are  arrayed  against  it ;  and  unless  I  have  entirely ' 
understood  the  scope  and  tenor  of  this  debate,  th«r  I 
tility  to  the  measure,  if  it  did  not  originate  on  rwepbo"^^ 
the  news  from  New  Toik  above  alluded  to,  it  did,  «tj^ 
then  assume  a  more  vigorous,  obstinate,  and  po***^ 


shape,  so  much  so  as  to  impress  upon  my  mind  ^"^^^jL^ 
ly  tbe  belief  that  there,  was  some  connexion  hetwen "i 
cause  and  effiMSt.  ^' 

Did  gentlemen  of  the  opposition  suppose  that  if  ff*; 
passed  it  ^ould  immediately  give  rriief,  restore  eoiffldiM 
and  redound  to  the  credit  of  die  administration!  <*i 
such  will  be  the  eflfed,  to  a  very  great  extent,  li^  ' 
doubt ;  and  I  had  heped  that  this  consideradon  nupn"^ 
be  entirely  overlooked  by  the  opponents  oftbb  bill;  »|y 
noted  by  them,  that  it  would  not  add  xeal  to  theiroppa^"* 
I  hope  it  has  not. 


Mr.  Spaakir,  I  hata  liMaiMd  to  the  dsbalis  on 
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Md  pveo  thetn  all  dtie  attention ;  and  the  Tarioua  objections 
^loh  bafe  been  raised  in  the  progress  of  this  discussion 
pdaet  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  have  received  from  me 
pMitire  consideration.  ^ 

*  T  was  in  favor  of  the  project  from  the  first,  if  the  state  of 
Tnaastny  was  such  as  to  Warrant  it,  and  I  have  heard 
^  jet  which  to  mj  mind  is  a  sufficient  objection 
it  ^  Let  as  look  lor  a  moment  to  the  ground  which 
toecapy  in  illation  to  this  matter,  and  the  point  at  which 
^ve  arrived  in  this  dtscussion. 
it  not,  sir,  a  conceded  point  that  the  Treasury  is  near- 
quite  exhausted— that  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  necea- 
to  nuM  money,  either  by  loan  or  otherwise,  unless  the 
fands  Dow  in  hand  can  be  realized  1     I  shall 
bare  go  into  a  review  of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
,  or  the  sute  of  the  Treasury,  as  exhibited  by  the 
aiy's  report,  or  the  various  explanations  of  that  report, 
have  been  made  on  this  floor.   I  assume  the  position 
Aeie  is  no  money  in  the  Treasury,  or  that  such  will 
ease  very  shortly — ^and  that  money  is  needed  to  carry 
operaiions  of  the  Government.     We  are  told  so  by 
fteeietary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  the  chairman  of  the 
ittee  of  Ways  and  Means.   The  whole  of  this  debate 
ed  opon  that  supposition ;  and  with  the  excep- 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,   [Mr. 
J  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others,  such  has  Iwen  al« 
to  be  the  true  state  of  the  Treasury  by  all  who  have ' 
*  the  House  on  this  subject.     There  can  be  no 
that  such  is  the  fact,  and  the  point  that  is  now 
ited  is  simply,  in  what  manner  shall  we  replenbh  the 
ry  ;  I  say  merely  the  Treasury,  and  not  an  exhausted 
pt  Treasury ;  for,  sir,  we  have  ample  resources,  as 
fes  diey  can  be  realized,  without  resorting  to  taxes  or 
It  ia  only  necessary  to  resort  to  some  temporary 
lieot  to  enable  the  Government  to  go  on  and  to  fur- 
tbe  Treasary  with  the  necessary  means,  until  the  debu 
to  the  Government,  and  the  ample  but  at  present  un- 
jnetans  which  we  have,  can  be  realized  without 
diatreas  or  pressure  upon  the  people. 
the  strong  vote  in  this  House  last  evening  on  the 
of  aelfi ng  the  United  States  Bank  bonds,  it  was  nn-  ' 
ly  determined  that  we  wouhl  Dot  adopt  diat  mea- 
We  miMt  then  call  upon  the  deposite  banks  for  the 
payment  of  all  balances  due  from  them,  and  also 
Ae  aaerehants  for  the  instant  payment  of  the  duty 
or  a  reaort  mnst  be  had  to  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
emment  stocks  for  a  short  time  until  diose  claioui 
reatBzed.     Can  gentlemen  devise  any  other  course  1 
have  now,  air,  npon  your  table  a  bill  postponing 
i3riiieRt  of  dnty  bonds  nine  months,  and  another  allow - 
to  the  deposite  banks  to  psy  the  balances  due  from 
fther  of  which  are  yet  acted  npon  in  this  House, 
h  of  whidi,  so  fiir  as  any  opinion  has  been  elicited, 
with  ttnivensal  favor.     In  fact,  sir,  T  doubt  whether 
is  m  member  on  this  floor  who  is  not  prepared  to  sup- 
both  of  those  measures ;  and  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
ratioft  and  to  this  bill,  are  supposed  to  be  particu- 
frTorabfe  to  those.    Can  gentlemen  of  the  opposition, 
£ail  to  see  the  effect  that  the  defeat  of  this  bill  must 
apon  dioae  measures  ?     Are  they  sincere  in  desiring 
Qpon  the  duty  bonds,  and  the  allowance  of  further 
the  deposite  banks,  and  yet  oppose  this  measure, 
if  deleatsd  must  necessarily  result  in  the  defeat  of 
those  bills  ?     Are  they  willing  to  assume  the  lespon- 
of  denying  any  extension  to  the  banks,  or  on  the 
bonda,  which  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
to  pass  thi*  bill  T  T  apprehend,  sir,  that  gentlemen 
not  doly  weighed  these  considerations,  and  yet  it 
em  impossfile  that  they  can  have  overlooked  the 
by  exacting  itmnediate  payment  of  the  duty  bonds 
bank  balanees,  not  ov\^  the  security  or  safbty  of  the 
be  endiangered,  but  that  Increased  pressure  and 
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distress  must  be  felt  through  all  the  ramifications  of  society ; 
and  yet,  sir,  how  can  that  result  be  avoided  if  this  bill  is 
defeated  ? 

'  But,  sir,  another  and  more  weighty  objection  is  now 
urged  to  this  bill.  After  it  had  been  debated  nearly  two 
days,  it  was  suddenly  discovered  to  be  an  enemy  in  dis> 
guise  ;  a  scheme  fraught  with  all  sort^  of  mischief  to  the 
country,  and  danger  to  our  institutions ;  in  short,  an  in- 
cipient step  towards  a  Treasury  bank,  %b  an  entering 
wedge  towards  a  permanent  national  paper  currency.  The 
changes  have  been  rung  upon  these  words,  in  all  forms  and 
shapes,  until  the  ear  is  weary  of  the  repetition ;  and,  like 
the  old  United  States  Banl^  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  insisted  had  become  a  kind  of  *<  stalking 
horse*' in  tbi:*  House,  sir,  this  idea  of  a  **  Treasury  bank,** 
*<  a  Government  paper  currency,'*  has  become  a  kind  of 
"  stalking  horse*'  to  this  bill,  which  is  led  in  upon  this 
floor  by  every  speaker  of  the  opposition,  to  frighten  mem- 
bers out  of  their  votes  in  favor  of  this  measure.  Now,  sir, 
I  am  aa  much  opposed  to  a  Treasury  bank  as  any  of  the 
gentlemen  who  oppose  this  bill ;  and  I  would  go  as  far  in 
opposing  any  measure  which  would  be  an  incipient  step 
towards  such  an  institution,  or  towards  the  ostablisbment 
of  an  irredeemable  Government  paper  currency,  as  the  most 
patriotic  of  them ;  but,  afler  a  very  candid  examination  of 
the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  and  after  a  careful  perusal 
of  the  bill,  I  cannot  discover  the  lurking  dangers  with 
which  other  gentlemen  seem  to  tlilnk  it  is  fraught.  I  am 
not  able  to  perceive  any  foundation  for  a  Treasury  bank 
or  for  a  permanent  Government  paper  currency  lurking 
about  the  bill,  or  incident  to  it.  It  is,  sir,  a  very  plain, 
intelligible  bill,  just  what  it  purports  to  be  on  the  face  of  it, 
and  meaning  nothing  more  than  is  expressed;  a  mere  tem- 
porary expedient,  to  enable  the  Treasury,  by  an  issue  of 
Treasuiy  notes  to  a  timited  amount,  to  fulfil  its  obliga- 
tions ;  thus  anticipating  the  monevs  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  to  do  it  without  laying  any 
taxes  or  new  duties.  The  issue  of  Treasury  notes  is  con- 
fined to  ten  millions,  beyond  which  amount  no  issue  can  be 
made ;  and,  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  I  will  myself 
propose  the  amendment  offered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Marylandi  [Mr.  Johnson,]  limit- 
ing the  time  within  which  these  notes  shall  be  issued  to 
the  first  of  Juno,  1839,  or  some  other  shorter  time,  so  aa 
to  throw  around  the  bill  all  those  safeguards  necessary  to 
render  it,  as  it  is  intended  to  be,  and  as  it  purports  to  be 
on  the  face  of  it,  a  measure  merely  temporary.  By  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  we  shall,  sir,  be  able  to  extend  all  rea- 
sonable indulgence  to  the  Government  debtors,  at  a  time 
when  it  is  not  only  the  interest  but  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  do  so ;  we  shall  furniah  a  temporary  circulation 
which  may  and  will  be  used,  not  only  as  a  remittance  to 
Europe,  but  between  the  difierent  parts  of  the  Union  : 
which  will  have  a  tendency  to  equalize  exchanges,  retain 
our  specie  from  foreign  exportation,  restore  commercial 
confidence,  and  in  every  way  relieve  the  country,  without 
injuiy  to  the  Government  or  danger  to  our  institutions. 
I  say  without  danger  to  our  institutions;  for,  really, 
sir,  I  cannot  see  the  least  shadow  of  foundation  for  the 
apprehenaions  of  gentlemen  on  that  point  This  is  a 
measure  which  has  before  been  adopted  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  without  any  objection  as  to  its  constitutiouali- 
ty.  It  is  no  new  experiment,  sir;  no  trifling  with  the 
supposed  powers  given  us  by  the  constitution ;  but  the  ju- 
dicious exercise  of  those  powers  clearly  granted,  and  an 
exercise  sanctioned  as  well  by  authority  of  a  former  Con- 
gress, as  by  sound  discretion  and  a  just  regard  fof  a  sufler- 
tng  country. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  before  resuming  my  seal,  I  feel 
bound  to  notice  more  particularly  some  of  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bsxl.] 
That  honuiabis  gentleman,  sir,  addressed  himself  to  vari- 
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OU8  interests  in  this  House — to  the  South  and  Southwest — 
and  particularly  to  those  members  whom  he  denominated 
the  conservatives  on  this  floor,  and  invited  them  most  ear- 
nestly to  come  and  do  battle  with  him  on  this  iieldi  against 
this  measure.  Whether  he  intended  to  include  me  among 
the  members  of  this  latter  class,  I  cannot  say  ;  but,  at  all 
events,  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  decline  his  invita- 
tion altogether.  I  cannot  do  battle  in  any  such  cause,  or 
in  such  ranks.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  says  he  does 
not  understand  the  course  of  the  administration  party  in 
this  Hoase ;  that  he  is  mystified  as  to  the  conduct  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  party  which  he  denominates  the  con- 
servatives ;  that,  on  all  subjects,  they  go  with  the  adminis- 
tration, and  are  uniformly  arrayed  on  this  floor  in  favor  of 
the  measures  of  the  administration;  that  he  does  not 
know  what  to  make  of  it,  and  he  inquires,  very  signifi- 
cantly, whether  they  have  made  peace,  and  what  are  the 
terms ;  and  a^^ks  to  see  the  bond  of  compromise,  or  to  be 
told  what  is  to  be  the  future  course  of  those  whom  he  calls 
conservatives. 

Now,  sir,  I  shall  not  affect  to  misunderstand  ihia^  or 
doubt  whether  I  was  one  of  those  members  to  whom  these 
.  queries  were  addressed.  I  was  one  of  those  who  voted  for 
Thomas  Allen  as  printer  to  this  House,  and  neither  then 
nor  now,  here  or  elsewhere,  have  attempted  to  conceal  my 
vote  on  that  occasion.  My  reasons  for  that  vote,  T  am  not 
now  called  upon  to  give ;  this  is  not  the  time  or  the  occa* 
sion  for  that,  sir ;  but  the  fact,  perhaps,  furnishes  a  nuffi- 
cient  reason  of  itself,  why  I  may  conclude  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  addresses  himself,  in  part  at  least,  to  me. 
Neither,  sir,  will  I  affect  to  misunderstand  the  ultimate 
object  of  the  gentleman's  inquiries,  and  I  beg  to  carry  out 
those  queries,  and  give  them  the  point  to  which  the  whole 
seemed  to  tend — to  arrive  at  once  to  the  gist  of  the  matter, 
which  the  delicacy  of  the  gentleman,  and  perhaps  his  dis- 
position to  avoid  bluntneas,  induced  him  to  suppress — and 
which  was  no  more  or  less  than  asking  myself  and  others, 
<<  do  you  intend  to  act  with  the  opposition  ?  will  you  throw 
yourselves  into  the  arms  of  the  whrgs  V  I  answer,  no ! 
and  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the  opportunity  he  has  af- 
forded me,  of  answering  this  Question  thus  unequivocally 
and  unreservedly  in  the  negative.  To  my  friends,  no 
such  answer  was  necessary  ;  but  if  be,  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  opposition,  has  supposed  from  that  vote  that 
any  such  expectation  could  l)e  fairly  entertained,  I  now 
take  this  occasion  to  put  a  final  eitinguisher  upon  any 
such  supposition  or  expectation.  1  speak  without  author- 
ity as  to  others,  and  only  for  myself;  but  I  feel  persuaded 
that  I  do  but  speak  the  well-known  sentiments  of  those 
Aiembers  of  the  New  York  delegation,  whom  the  honorable 
gentlemen  calls  conservatives,  or  who  voted  for  Mr.  Allen, 
when  I  say  that  there  are  no  truer  friends  of  the  present 
Executive  on  this  floor  than  they  are,  and  none  less  likely 
to  abandon  their  prir.ciples  or  their  party.  They  were 
elected  as  the  friends  of  the  present  administration,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  will  sustain  it  in  all  honor  and  good  faiih. 
For  myself,  at  least,  I  can  say  that  I  shall  do  so.  And 
though  I  did  differ,  on  the  occasion  above  alluded  to,  in 
the  choice  of  a  printer,  with  some  of  my  political  friends, 
and  may  perhaps  again  have  occasion  to  differ  with  some 
of  them  on  unimportant  or  unessential  points,  or  questions 
of  expediency  merely,  not  involving  any  political  principle 
and  not  touching  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  yet  I  feel  confident  that  I  am  surrounded  here 
by  political  friends,  who  are  too  magnanimous,  and  who 
have  too  high  a  respect  for  personal  independence  and 
freedom  of  opinion,  to  look  upon  every  difierence  of  opin- 
ion as  a  difference  of  principle;  who  do  not  consider  that 
party  fiuth  means  party  servility ;  and  who  will  respect 
honest  differences  of  opinion,  and  not,  as  a  test  of  party 
faith  or  political  integrity,  exact  a  blind  and  slavish  obedi- 
ence to  every  whim  or  project  which  any  or  every  member 


of  the  party  may  bring  forward.  I  stand  here,  sir,  astla 
representative  of  a  free  constituency,  to  actasbecooKii 
freeman,  and  to  represent  my  constitoents  &ithfiill;, » 
far  as  !  am  able  to  do  it.  I  was  elected  as  s  friend  of  tke 
administration,  and  by  its  friends ;  and  while  I  htve  tbe 
honor  of  a  seat  here,  it  will  be  no  less  my  iAclioation  tltas 
my  duty»  to  give  to  this  administration  that  hoaoitbleaii 
hearty  suppqrt,  which,  from  these  circumstances,  maj  U 
justly  expected  of  me,  and  which  shall  be  aUke  cauukA 
with  patriotism  and  principle,  and  a  conscientious  dischngi 
of  duty. 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennenceubt 
what  are  the  terma  of  compromise  between  the  mioibentf 
the  democratic  party  on  this  floor  %  what  is  the  bsnd  d 
union  ? — as  though  some  contract  had  been  drawn  op  ni 
entered  into  between  the  friends  of  the  administratioD,  i^ 
which  they  were  enabled  to  act  in  concert  and  hannoQiii. 
the  House ;  and  one  could  suppose  thet  he  expected  to  m 
some  written  instrument,  perhaps,  with  the  great  leil^i' 
state  appended  to  it.     I  can  assure  the  gentlcDin  tM^ 
there  is  no  such  document  in  existence,  to  myknoirMlpi; 
but  should  there  be,  he  shall  certainly  be  gratified  vith  if 
perusal  of  it. 

But  there  is  a  bond  of  union,  sir,  between  the  fneDd«flf':{ 
the  administration,  much  stronger  and  more  powerfaltbtt.^ 
any  such  written  instrument ;  and  that  bond  of  unioD,  %i 
is  the  political  principlea  which  we  hold  in  common  ilhMlr 
principles  which  were  characteristic  of  the  last  and  pme^ 
administration  ;  which  were  promulgated  by  TbouiMJ^ 
ferson  ;  which  from  his  day  to  this  time  have  distingsiihi^ 
the  democratic  republicans  from  their  opponent!,  of  «hift«j 
ever  name  or  description,  and  have  been  sanctioned  bj  nl^ 
voice  of  the  people,  and  by  the  dictates  of  justice  sod  nm 
son.  This  is  the  bond  of  union  between  the  friends  of  dii^ 
administration  ;  and  this  it  is  that  enables  them  to  act  mi'i 
tedly ;  and  this,  sir,  is  the  reason  why  the  honorable  gee- 
tiemen  see  such  a  uniform  array  on  the  floor  of  thiaHoo*' 
in  favor  of  the  administration's  measures;  snd  why  bevl- 
continue  to  see  the  same  thing  so  long  as  tbose  m^**"^- i 
are  in  accordance  with  those  principles,  and  white  wg  | 
tend  (as  they  necessarily  must,  when  in  accordance  w».j 
those  principles^  to  the  welfare  of  the  country,  and  Iwv 
permanency  of  the  Union. 

I  trust  the  mystery  is  explained,  and  that  the  honon*  \ 
gentleman  will,  hereafter,  have  no  difficulty  in  cuflipi*  j 
bending  'the  course  of  the  friends  of  the  admiwilraOfl* 
and  the  reason  for  their  acting  in  concert.  .   i 

I  hope,  Mr.   Speaker,  that  the  motion  to  strike  o"^JJJ  | 
enacting  clause  will  not  prevail;  but  that  this  lull,  aiwl ; 
as  the  other  one  now  before  this  House,  which  I  bave  Is- 
fore  alluded  to,  will  pass;  and  that  thereby  tbe moct ei* 
scntial  and  immediate  relief  will  be  aflbrded,  (aslvmlf 
believe  it  will,)  not  only  to  an  almost  exhausted  Tteuofjt 
but  more  especially  to  the  people  generally,  whose  patwM^ 
I  fear,  is  as  nearly  exhausted  as  the  public  TreaiQ^t/!: 
who  are  anxiously  looking  (and  I  trust  not  in  ^^) ''  \ 
such  relief  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  •^'''r**? 
such  as  we  can  consistently  grants  and  which  the  exig^'^ 
of  the  times  so  imperiously  dcmanda,  .  .  i 

Mr.  HAL8TED,  of  New  Jersey,  next  rose,  tfd  ^ 
proceeded  but  a  little  time  in  reply  to  Mr.  B»o»«*'' 
when  the  hour  arrived  for  the  recess. 

Etihiito  Simiro. 

ITic  Treasury  note  bill  sUU  before  iheHoue*,^** 
pending  question  l)eing  as  last  stated—  ,•_ 

Mr.  H AL8TED  resumed  his  remarks,  »nd  ^^J^^ 
to  an  argument  to  prove  that  Treasury  notes  were  W*' 
credit,  and  therefore  not  warranted  by  the  ^"'"^J"!!, 
He  quoteil  the  message  of  General  Jackson  in  IS^^i  ^^^ 
Marshall,  and  various  deciaipns  of  the  ^P'^"^*  mS!2  (q 
support  of  his  position.     He  was,  therefoi«t  l^^"*'' 
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|H«  Id  the  adtninntnition  tlie  power  of  issuing  Traasuiy 
BotM^  tf  they  evidently  had  no  right  to  to  do. 

Ho  eontended  that  the  .language  of  the  Seeretarir,  and 
tliB  bill  itself,  indicated  that  the  notes  were  intended  to 
fbna  a  oonslttiient  jiart  of  the  cuirrency,  which  of  itself  was 
a  loflieieiit  ohjection.  He  alao  opposed  the  bill  on  the 
grouid  that  it  provided  no  fund  for  the  redemption  of  such 
Bolai,  and  quoted  auHionties  to  show  that  Government 
diblidiould  never  be  incurred  without  aome  specific  means 
bfiog  tppropriated  for  their  liquidation.  It  was  likewise 
Us  opinion  that  the  iasue  of  Treftsury  notes  would  prevent 
Iks  btnka  resuming  specie  payment  He  could  not  vote 
ki  the  bill,  because  it  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Trea- 
ttrj  bank,  and  add  to  the  Executive  power,  so  as  to  en- 
ilfe  bin  to  buy  up  the  libenies  of  the  people. 

Mr.  WHrrrLI38BV  ho}ied  the  genUeman  from  Ten- 
•MMS  [Mr.   BxLx]  would  withdraw  his  proposition-,  and 
Mbt  the  question  would  be  taken  on  the  bill  that  night,  at 
I  llMt  ssme  time  before  IS  o'clock. 

Mr.  BELL  withdrew  hia  proposed  amendment 
!  Mr.  HIVES  wouki  like  the  gentteman  [ftfr.  Rnrr]  to 
^mad  further,  by  making  the  TreasuTy  notes  redeemable 
iMre  months  after  date,  instead  of  six,  as  proposed.  For 
[Ih  psd,  he  was  not  willing  to  pledge  the  credit  of  Gov- 
hnoieot,  unlestf  it  bid  funds  to  comply  with  its  engage- 
[Mto.  If  the  gentleman  would  modify  his  amendment  as 
MBstsd,  he  would  vote  for  it. 
h'  Mr.  RHE'n^  accepted  th«  modrficatlon. 

Mr.  RIVfiS  said  that,  when  they  came  there,  they  were 
'WtHui]  by  the  opposition  with  having  involved  the  coun- 
ty in  diflkulty ;  and,  on  that  account,  the  oppoidtion  had 
lioDia]  khe  motto  of  **  hands  off/*  and  would  propose 
iMhing  themselves,  nor  co-operate  with  others  in  adopt- 
%  measures  of  relief.     One  gentlem^an  [Mr.  Bbli]  had 
I  Md  them  that  morning  that  they  ought  not  to  do  any 
Iking.    That  geollemAn  was  a  -**parUamentarian,"  well 
^««ned  in  the  rules,  and  be  was  accustomed  to  make  use 
;  rf  that  skill  in  onler  to  aCtain  bis  objecfs.     Indeed,  if  he 
W  not  been  misififermed  by  his  friend,  had  that  gentle- 
'  ■w  (Mr.  B,)  sttoceeded  ih  the  morning  with  hia  amend- 
;MBnl  to  strike  oat  aH  after  the  enacting  clause,  the  bill 
"Mid  have  been  lost ;  and,  by  that  course,  the  gentleman 
*mM  have  prevented  any  relief  to  the  banks  or  to  the  na- 
^    It  was  thus  evident  that  the  object  was  to  defeat  the 
Ml  without  oflbrtng  any  substitute  for  it     Mr.  H.  said 
■t,  whan  he  came  to  Congresii,  he  eanie  with  the  ira- 
l^"Mn  that  the  Government  and  country  were  embarrass^ 
^*  wJ»  diveatmg  himself  of  all  party  feeling,  he  bad  not 
ffppfd  to  investigate  the  causes,  but  was  bent  on  remov- 
es the  etU.     When  a  house  was  in  flames,  the  inquiry 
^  not  bow  it  caught  fire,  but  how  the  fire  couki  be  ex- 
^"pnAed  ?    8o,  in  the  present  case,  all  debate  as  to  the 
P^iMle  cause  of  the  present  distress  was  worse  than  use- 
"***    All  little  diiferences  should  be  laid  aside,  and  each 
^^^^  wt  for  the  public  good.     He  then  referred  to  a 
h^rwritteu  by  Mr.  JeiTeraon,  in  1813,  to  his  son-in-law, 
"j"*  chairaian  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
wherein  he  strongly  recommended  the  issue  of  Treasury 
P^  sad  said  they  would  be  more  useful  if  not  bearirig 
iRtereai  than  otherwise;  also  to  an  act  passed  in  1815, 
*wnrioQ,  other  acts,  authorising  the  issue  of  such  notes, 
^ithoat  a  dissentient  voice.     He  thought,  therefi>re,  it  was 
>  w  inference  that  their  predecessors  bad  no  doubt  as  to 
«•  right  given  by  the  constitution  for  the  adoption  of  such 
y^**"*"*  when  required  by  the  exigency  of  Government. 
^  beHeved  the  passage  of  the  present  bill,  whether  amend- 
^  or  not,  would  enable  the  banks  to  resume  specie  pay- 
"••jjj*!  Mid  aflbrd  relief  to  the  merchants  and  country  at 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  would  vote  for  the  bill, 

*«  more  willingly  if  the  notes  bore  interest  than  other- 

"lie. 


'  The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rbxtt's  amend- 
ment, which  was  rejected:  Yeas  81,  nays  137,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bell,  Bund,  Boon,  Brodhead,  William 
B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Caiter,  Chap' 
man,  Childs,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Connor, 
Crary,  Curtis,  Dawson,  Davee,  Dennis,  Duncan^  Dunn, 
Elmore,  Ewing,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gholson^ 
Glascock,  Jas.  Graham,  William  Graham,  Graves,  Gray, 
Griffin,  Hammond,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Herod,  Holt,  Hubley,  Ingham,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson, 
William  C.  Johnson,  Legare,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Martin,  Mc- 
Clure,  Montgomery,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Murray,  Petrikin,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potter,  Rariden,  Kbett, 
Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Russell,  Shcffer,  Augustine 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sbeplor,  8ihlcy,  Smith,  Stonc^ 
Thompson,  Towns,  Wagener,  Webster,  A.  8.  White, 
John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williains,  Shcrrod 
Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 81. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton»  Aycrigg,  Beat- 
(y,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Borden,  Briggit, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
J.  Calhoon,  Cambroleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Qnacy,  Chauibers, 
Chaney,  Cheatham,  Clark,  Coles,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crans- 
ton,  Crockett,  Cusbing,  Coshman,  Darlington,  Davicti, 
Deberry,  DeGra^  Dromgoole,  £  wards,  Everett,  Farring- 
ton,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,' 
Goode,  Grantland,  Grinnell,  Haley,  Halsted,  Harrisori, 
Hastings,  Haynes,  Henry,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  T.  D.  Jackson,  Jabox 
Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgorc^ 
Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Logan,  A.  Loom  is, 
A.  W:  Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  Samson 
Mason,  Maury,  McKay,  R.  McCIellan,  A.  McClellan, 
McKim,  M'cKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Miller, 
Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  Nay  lor,  Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Ow- 
ens,-Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Patterson,  Patton,  Payn- 
ter,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pcnnybacker,  Plumer,  Potts,  P^cnli^sJ, 
Reed,  Reity,  Rencher,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, Slade,  Snyder,  Soutbgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Slew- 
art,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  TitUB,  Touccy, 
Tumoy,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vandervccr,  Weeks,  Thomas 
T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  WilHaniK, 
Christopher  H.  WillianM,  WorUiington,  YeH— 137. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  sundry  amendments  (bcretoiore  indi- 
cated) to  the  bill,  which  h'e  explained  and  sustained  at 
length.  He  proposed  lo  strike  out  the  words  <*  as  the  Sec- 
retary may  deem  expedient,"  and  to  insert  instead  thereof 
the  words,  **  as  the  exigencies  of  the  country  may  require/' 
in  reference  to  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued. 
He  was  also  opposed  to  the  issue  of  the  proposed  notes 
with  interest.  He  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  necrs- 
fity  to  issue  them  at  all. 

Mr.  Wjsk's  first  amendment,  to  strike  out  and  insert  as 
above,  was  agreed  to. 

That  with  regard  to  the  interest  proposed  woe  rejected, 
as  were  two  others  immediately  following. 

Mr.  WISE  then  proposed  the  (ullouing  amendment  : 

Provided,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Secretnry 
of  the  Treasury,  or  any  disbursing  ofllicer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  pay  out  or  circulate  any  Treasury  note  or  notes, 
40  long  as  there  remains  in  the  hands  of  such  disburf^iiii; 
officer,  or  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  any  spcciu 
or  other  available  funds:  And  provided,  further.  That  llio 
whole  amount,  or  so  much  of  the  five  millions  of  dolUrd 
as  by  law  is  to  remain  in  the  Treasury  for  contiiigencicH, 
shall  be  kept  on  hand  in  Treasury  notes,  until  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  Government  shall  render  their  use  or  circulation 
necessary. 

Upon  which  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nsys.    OnJejed. 

Mr.  MERCfiR  briefly  addressed  the  House,  and  sug- 
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gested  some  modificaUon  to  th«  amendment  of  hi?  coUengue, 
Mr.  WisK. 

Mr.  WrSE  acceded  to  the  proposal  to  modify  his  ameud- 
roent,  so  that,  as  modified,  it  would  make  it  the  duty  of 
disbursers  to  pay  out  specie  first,  and  then  Treasury  uoteo. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENtt  opposed  the  amendmeui  as  being 
altogether  impracticable. 

Mr.  WISE  was  willing  to  modify  the  amendment  so  as 
to  malic  it  conformable  with  the  gentl«man*6  notions  of 
practicability ;  and  he  did  so  alter  his  propoeition  as  to 
make  it  incumbent  on  the  disbursing  ofiicers  to  pay  specie 
or  other  available  funds,  to  the  amount  called  for,  if  thejr 
have  it,  before  issuing  the  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  CAMBBELENG  said  his  objection  was  not  obvi* 
ated  by  this  additional  clause. 

Mr.  WISE  said  it  probably  would  not,  alter  it  as  he 
might ;  and  was  proceeding  with  his  remarks,  when 

Mr.  CAMBBELENG,  sitting  immeiliately  behind  him, 
cried  out  "question !" 

Mr.  WISE.  "Is  the  gentleman  uneasy  ?  Is  he  sud- 
denly sick  1" 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and 

Mr.  WISE  proceeded.  He  wished  to  be  courteous  to 
every  geptleman  in  that  House,  and  also  claimed  the.aame 
consideration.  He  then  concluded  his  remarks  in  support 
of  the  pending  amendment,  calling  on  all  those  who  were 
going,  aimply  and  singly,  to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the 
Government,  to  sustain  it. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  a  few  words  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  on  the  ground  of  its  alleged  impractical4lity. 

Mr.  WISE,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fillxobk,  mod* 
ified  his  proposition  still,  further,  so  as  to  except  such  sums 
from  liability  to  being  paid  out  by  the  disbursing  ofiicers,  as 
shall  bo  necessary  for  the  supply  of  (be  mint. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  would  make  a  remark  or  two 
upon  this  amendment.  It  proposed  to  take  away  all  dis- 
cretion from  the  Secretary  i)i  the  Treasury,  and  compel 
him  to  pay  specie  until  the  last  dollar  was  expendisd,  be- 
fore be  could  issue  a  single  Treasury  note.  This  discri^ 
tion  ouf^ht  to  exist.  Specie  was  more  imperatively  requir- 
ed for  some  expenses  than  others.  For  example,  if  a  ves- 
sel of  war  were  about  to  sail  to  a  foreign  station,  she  must 
carry  some  specie  with  her.  Take  the  case  as  of  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  which,  although  it  was  about  to  go  to 
what  the  sailors  called  the  "star  pole,''  yet  must  necessa- 
rily touch  at  civilized  ports,  and  therefore  would  require  no 
small  amount  of  specie,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  contio' 
gencies.  If  the  necessary  sum  was  in  the  Treasury,  there 
would  be  no  power  to  reserve  it  for  this  purpose,  but  the 
first  applicant  for  payment  of  a  demand  at  the  Treasury 
would  sweep  it  away,  and  oblige  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  postpone  the  sailing  until  he  could  sell  Treasury  notes 
enough  to  supply  the  sum  wanted.  Many  other  cases  of 
inconvenience  might  be  stated.  But  further:  there  was 
probably  no  custom-house  from  Boston  to  New  Orleans  in 
which  souie  specie  had  not  been  collected.  This  was 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  IVeasurer  as  soon  as  received, 
and  was,  of  course,  in  the  Treasury.  Should  the  proposed 
amendment  prevail,,  the  Secretary  would  have  to  ascertain 
from  every  custom-house  whether  there  was  a  dollar  there, 
before  be  c^uld  issue  a  single  Treasury  note;  and  if  any 
amount,  however  small,  was  in  the  hands  of  any  colleciur, 
no  matter  however  distant  from  tlio  place  where  the  ex- 
penditure had  to  be  made,  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  would 
be  tied  up.  The  amendment  would,  in  practice,  entirely 
defeat  the  bill. 

Mr.  RHETT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  day 
li«forc,  whereby  the  amendment  of  Mr.  UanKRwoon,  pro- 
posing to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  due  to  the  Gov< 
crnmcnt  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  deficiency  In  the  Treasury,  as  a  substitute  for 
"  the  isauc  of  Treasury  notes,  had  been  rejected  }  the  mover 


at  the  same  time  giving  notice  that,  if  that  osotioi}  piwtibi 
be  should  move  fior  the  issua  of  Ibaraod  a  half  million^ 
Treasury  notes,  in  addition,  to  make  up  the  anioaai  n- 
quired  for  the  wants  of  Um  Treasury. 

Some  coaversatioa  ensuing  here  a«  to  the  strict  oidv  c( 
such  a  motion,  pending  another,  Mr.  WISE  withdiewfaii: 
proposition  for  a  time.  ' 

An  unsuccessful  motion  was  tbcii  made  to  adjovn. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  aaked  for  tho  yeas  and  oajs* 
tha  question  of  reconsideration.  \ 

The  question  upon  reconatderatiuo  of  the  vole  onN^ 
UvnBHwooD^s  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  wasthcs^edM 
as. follows:  'J 

Y&i.s — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Alleo,  i.  Vi 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin,  BrigpvVj 
B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhooo,  W.  B.  Campbell,  i.  CttDJM^ 
W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Clowney,  Cniii 
Cranston,  Crpckett,  Curtis,  Gushing^  DarlingUn,  Divii%j 
Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Blinore,  Everett,  S«i|ij 
R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  R.  GavJand,  Goo^' 
Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Graves^  Grinnell,  Griflb, 
sied,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawea,  Henry, 
Hoffman,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifisr,  H.  k 
son,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Legare,  Lewis^  LiocolD,^ 
Loomis,  Mailory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  M( 
Menefee,  Mercer,  MilUgan,  C.  Morria.  Nay  lor, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Fatton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pbillipi^ 
Potts,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rencber,  B:^/^^  Ricbanlaan, 
wav,  Rabertson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Seffunt,. 
H.'  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Blade,  Southgatt, 
Stone,  Straiton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Underwood, 
Hter,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  £.  Whittlesey,  L 
liams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  WillUms,  C.  H.  WUU•lD^\ 
Yorke— 110. 

Ni.TS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atkerton, 
Bcirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bordea,  Brodhead, 
son,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Camhreleng^  T.  J. 
ter,  Casey,  Chaney,  ChapmaB,  Cilley,  Clatbone,  Gl 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  CnaliaMD,Sii 
DeGraff,  Drorogoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  FarringlciD, " 
field,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Gkacock,  Gmi 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  HtfM^ 
Holsey,  Hol^  Howard,  Htibley,  W.  H.  HuiUer,  Jogta 
T.  B.  Jackson,  J,  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jonci^  J-W 
Jones,  Kemblo,  Kilgor«?,  KlingeDornhh,  LeedbetteTi  Low 
A.  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Maaon,  Martin,  McKiji  * 
McClellan,  Abra.  MicClellan,  MeCluM,  McKim  Miftj 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  MnbleDbag»  Manifll 
NoUle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  ^^^^^ 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelpa,  PluoMsr,  Palter,  Pn^ 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Rives,  Shefier,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Sny^ 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomlis,  Titus,  Toucey,  Ts»iJ 
Tumey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagoner,  Weeks,  T.  " 
Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell,-n3. 

So  the  House  refused,  by  a  majority  of  three  ^tfi*^  ^ 
reconsider  its  decision. 

Mr.  WISE  then  renewed  his  amendment,  as  mediM 
to  except  the  superintendent  of  the  mint 

Mr.  W.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  aoieiidoc^ 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  the  genUeman  from  Viigiiii»[>^ 
Wise]  has  appealed  U>  all  members  who  ore  not  iie*r  ■ 
commencing  a  Treasury  bank  to  vote  for  his  aasodBKii^ 
Now,  sir,  I  am  of  that  class ;  I  am  for  the  TreaB«7  d^ 
bill  as  a  means  to  replenish  Uie  Treasury  and  provide  ■< 
the  execution  of  the  money  contracts  af  the  GoTsrBiBUi(< 
I  shall  vote  in  good  faith  for  the  bill,  as  a  bill  of  soppli^ 
and  think  that  the  Secretaiy  would  be  guilty  of  a  id»w* 
meanor  if  he  should  execute  (he  law  as  if  it  had  ben  P<** 
ed  to  furnish  a  paper  circulation  to  the  oeoatry.  Bat 
cannot  vote  for  the  amendment  to  guard  against  tbe  en- 
struction  which  the  gentleman  fean  will  be  given  to  tw 


963 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGREBS. 


1354 


IT.  7,  im.] 


Trtamtry  Notu. 
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II0  prtpoiM  to  forbid  the  8ecr«Ury,  the  Tteai- 
^  lad  all  ditbiuiing  officen,  to  issue  or  circaleie  one  of 
I  TnBMiiy  notM  while  the  Treasurer  or  the  dibboraiag 
ietr  bai  either  gold  or  silver  on  hand.  A  very  fern  words, 
bisk,  are  ne^sd  to  make  it  vaaifesl  thateuch  a  provision 
Im  kw  would  make  it  impiacticable  ftnr  the  offieers  of 
(verenept  to  tccooiplish  the- purposes  for  which  it  is  de- 

Belbre  ibe  policy  was  adopted  of  leaving  in  the  mint  a 
paiBouat  of  monmry  to  increase  rapidly  the  gold  coin- 
1^  it  iits  eoQtklerod  prudent  to  keep  in  the  I'veasury  at 
lioM  a  surplus  of  at  least  two  millions  of  dollars.  Not- 
AHaiidiDg  ths  earnest  desire  felt  in  Oongrsss  after  the 
K  to  paj  speedily  the  public  debt,  the  oommissioners  of 
iitag  fond,  authonaed  to  pujpcba8e  the  evidencee  of 
I  peUic  (lebty  were  required  t«  leave  at  tik  times  in  the 
mvf  at  least  two  miltioiis  «f  doUars.  It  was  then  sop- 
fid  to  be  indispensable  to  have  that  amount  of  money 
lystt  tba  Treasary.  In  1836»  when  the  deposite  law 
'f  fmtif  the  authors  of  that  measure  directed  the  Seo- 
to  ratuD  five  millions  of  dollars  in  the  Treaeuiy, 
obviously,  thai  a  leas  sum  would  not  be  suf- 
to  supply  our  nnoierous  dishttrsing  officers  with 
nma  in  antidpstion  of  demands,  and  at  the  same 
keep  the  mint  in  nctive  operation.  It  is  now  pro- 
Id  abandoB  this  uniform  policy,  and  to  prohibit  the 
lierfrom  keeping  on  hand  any  surplus  whatever,  ei- 
Ae  money  needed  by  the  mint.  The  Secretary,  and 
effiesrs,  are  to  bo  forbidden  to  issue  or  circulate  a 
Dots  to  raise  supplieeb  until  all  the  money,  in  the 
has  been  eipended.  Jjet  us  see  how  such  a  rule, 
ilied  for  the  govemment  of  thoee  officers,  would 

the  BioDey  in  the  various  depeeitories  is  iq  the  hoods, 
ipUtion  of  law,  of  the  Treasurer.  Portions  of  it 
tUs  city  to  pay  officers  of  Government  and  laborers 
pablic  works  at  this  point.  Other  portions  are  in 
Tffk  U  fit  out  tho  expedition  for  the  South  Seas. 
«%  at  the  same  time,  considerable  sums  of  publio 
ia  depositories  neas  to  the  northwestern  andsoulh- 
froDtier,  to  pay  Indian  annuities^  or  the  several 
^  our  army  stationed  on  thai  border  <tt  the  Union, 
aeand  other  points  throughout  the  Union  the  See- 
^  the  Treasury  must  take  care  to. keep  a  constant 
tooMet.the  demands  that  are  to  be  made  on  officers 
red  u>  disbuise  the  pubhe  money.  If  this  amend- 
cmld  psevaH,  what  vroukl  be  the  condition  of  this 
^fteer,  charged  to  provide  for  the  prompt  fulfilment 
innumerable  oootracts  1  He  might,  on  the  fif- 
of  this  month,  loarn  that  five  hundred  thousand  del- 
be  reqoirod  in  New  York  on  the  first  of  No- 
noKt  to  complete  the  equipment  of  the  South  Sea 
ion*  On  the  aaioe  day  he  might  receive  informa- 
^i*t  oue  hundred  thousand  more  would  be  required 
m  fifteenth  of  November  at  &U  Louis,  to  pay  the  army 
lit  vieinity,  or  the  annuity  to  Indiana  from  whom  we 
Pparehaied  vast  traeto  of  rieh  aod  fertile  lands.  Well, 
Iss  refers  to  the  books  of  the  Depsrtment,  and  finds 
Ijhe  Treasurer  has  on  hand,  that  is  to  his  credit,  fifty 
P^od  dollars  in  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolia,  intended 
n  the  laborers  employed  on  the  public  buildings.  Hf» 
m  pnbapa^  that  there  are  also  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
ioaallsQiDs,  at  various  other  points,  intended  there  to 
M  the  engagements  of  ilie  United  States :  what  would, 
P|«kaMate  of  thinga,  if  the  amendment  cooMiie  adopt- 
in  the  doty  of  the  Secretary  and  of  the  Treasurer  1 
jNe  ofieers  would  not,  of  course,  request  the  disbursing 
Ns  at  Now  York  or  St.  Louis  to  wait  until  all  the 
^  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  elsewhere 
I  been  expended.  But  it  woukl  be  incumbent  upon 
^  to  do  an  act  not  much  more  reaaonable.  They  would 
»t to  draw  firoiu  dispersed  depositories  Moneys  standing 


to  the  citodit  of  the  Treasurer,  to  be  eeot  to  New  York  and 
St.  Louis,  and  than  iss«e  Treasury  notea  to  borrow  money 
to  be  dlstcibttted  amongst  the  depositories  which  had  been 
CKhausCsd.  They  would  possiUy  have  to  encounter  the 
expense  and  inconvenience  of  transmitting  gold  and  silver 
Irom  Ridunond,  Pittsburg,  Waabington,  Baltimoie,  or 
elaewherei  to  New  York,  and  then>  having  exchanged  the 
Treasury  notes  in  the  last  named  city  for  gold  and  silTsr, 
it  would  be  sent  bock  to  the  points  first  mentioned^  so  as 
to  be  conveniently  disbursed. 

These  are  some  of  the  objections  that  have  occurred  lb 
me  on  the  instant  ..to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  They  are  to  my  mind  conclusive  against  its 
adoption.  The  annndtnent  appears  to  be  foonded  upon 
tha  suppoeition  that  all  the  debta  from  and  to  the  United 
Statee  are  to  be  paid  at  one  point.  Even  if  that  was  the 
case,  the  rule  which  it  is  intended  to  establish  would  be 
extremely  inconvenient  to  the  officers  and  to  the  creditors 
of  the  United  States.  But  until  the  system  which  has 
been  adopted  for  the  eonvenlence  of  all  concerned,  in  the 
leeeipt  and  ei|ienditttra  of  the  public  revenue,  ahall  be 
abandoned-^nd  this  I  suppose  no  man  proposes'  it  wiM 
be  impooeibie  to  administer  well  the  Treasury  Department 
without  a  surplus  of  several  milliona  of  dollars.  If  large 
hanking  oorporotiotts  have  not  always  at  corfimand  unem- 
ployed capital  of  two^  three,  and  in  some  cases  eight  and 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  their  directors  are  justly  chaiiged  , 
with  a  culpable  carelessness  about  the  credit  of  the  inatitu«> 
taons  eommitted  to  their  care.  We  are  in  part  the  man- 
ageni  of  an  immense  body  poUtio»  having  cngagementa  to 
be  executed  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  must  not 
refuse  to  make  ample  provision  to  keep  the  public  ihith 
untarnished.  The  bill  before  the  Houte  has  been  con« 
ceived  in  a  propet  spirit.  It  placce  within  the  reach  of  the 
Executive  all  that  may  be  needed^  and  nothing  more.  I 
do  not  apprehend  that  the  power  to  lie  conferred  on  the 
Preeident  and  the  Secretary  will  be  abused.  I^rge  sums 
of  money  will  not  be  withdrawn  from  ciioulation  to  be 
locked  up  in  the  vaulie  of  the  public  depeeitories.  So  \jm* 
lieving,  I  shall  vote  against  the  amendment  that  distrusts, 
and  fi)r  the  bill  which  confidea  in,  the  capacity  and  patriot- 
ism or  those  to  whose  coetody  I  have  cheerfully  assisted  to 
commit  the  highest  and  most  important  poweiu  of  Ckivern« 
ment. 

Mr.  WISE  then  modified  his  amendment  by  inserting 
st  the  end  thereof  the  words  **  at  the  place  where  the  de- 
mand is  made." 

'1  he  question  was  then  taken,  snd  the  amendment  re* 
jected  :  Yeas  96,  nays  116,  as  folkiws: 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Oalhoun,  J. 
Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambera,. 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis»  IMrlington,  Dawson,  Daviei^  Dennis,  Dunn,  El- 
more, Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland, 
R.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Graves, 
Grinnell,  Griffin,  Hatsied,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Ha  wee,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkina,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Pcarce,  Peck,  Phillipe,  Pope»  Potts,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rob- 
ertson, Rucisey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shep- 
{)erd,  Sibley,  Stadc,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stiatton, 
Taliaferro,  Thompson. Underwood,  A.  S.  Whits,  J.  White,, 
E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  William?,  J.  L.  Williams, 
C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Yorke— 96. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherlon, 
Bestty,  Beirne,  BIcknell,  Birdsall,  Borden,  Broadhead, 
Bronaoo,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  T.  J. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cusbman, 
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Dvfte,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  DroiDgoole,  Dnnciiti,  Edwirda, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foa&ar,  OaUup»  Ohoboa,  GJaseoek, 
Grantland,  Gray,  Haley,  Harrtson,  Hawkins,  Haynea, 
Holaey,  Holt,  Howard,  Habley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson, 
N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Ktifigensmith, 
Leadbetter,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McGlellan,  McClnre,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Murray,  Noble,  Noyes,  Owens,  Pahner,  Parker,  Parmen- 
ler,  Patton,  Paynter,  Penny  backer,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Plamer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rancher, 
Richardson,  Rites,  Shefier,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Sny- 
der, Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toueey, 
Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Webster,  Weeks, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  and 
Yell— 118. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said  he  should  not  now  offer  his  other 
amendments. 

Mr.  McKA  V  moved  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  pvevent  receiTeri  of  public  money 
from  charging  the  Government  more  interest  on  these  notes 
than  was  actually  due  at  the  time  they  came  into  their 
hands;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRON80N  moved  an  amendment  that  the  time  to 
which  the  issue  of  these  notes  should  be  extended  should 
not  be  later  than  the  31  st  of  December,  1888;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  proposed  to  amend  the  hiU  so  as 
to  defer  the  issue  of  the  Treasury  notes,  except  for  the 
amount  of  $8,500,000,  until  after  the.  Government  bonds, 
held  by  the  Bank  of  the  Unites)  States,  shall  have  been 
sold :  provided  that,  if  those  bonds  are  not  sold  at  the  ex- 
piration of  three  months,  then  the  Treasury  notes,  to  the 
amount  of  ten  millions,  are  to  be  isoued,  as  proposed  by 
the  bill. 

Mr.  BYNUM  suggested  that  this  proposition  was  out  of 
oKJer,  under  the  rules,  being  in  substance  the  same  as  the 
one  already  rejected. 

.  Mr.  UNDERWOOD  showed  thai  the  present  proposition 
differed  from  the  other,  inssmuch  as  it  stands  now  by  it- 
self, while  before  it  was  Mended  with  another,  which  might 
have  affected  the  action  of  the  House  materblly  upon  it. 

The  8PEAKKR  decided  that  that  was  the  proper  view 
of  the  question,  and  that  the  amendment  of  Mr.  UiriiBm* 
WOOD  was  in  order. 

Mr.  LEWIS  would  inquire  if  Mr.  UNDEmwoon's  prop- 
osition tnoladed  the  reqnirment  of  interest  on  the  notes  1 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  did  not  mean  to  interfere  at  all 
with  that  question  in  his  amendment;  seeing  the  sense  of 
the  House  to  have  been  very  clearly  expniased  on  that  point 
already. 

Mr.  LEWIS  was  opposed  to  the  proposition.  He  want- 
ed the  notes  iaeucd  to  be  notes  for  circulation,  without  in- 
trrest.  This  was  the  only  way  to  make  them  instrumental 
in  the  relief  of  the  country  so  much  demanded. 

Mr.  'J^HOMPSON  spoke  in  favor  of  ths  amendment. 

•  At  this  point  of  the  debate,  a  successful  motion  was 

made  (10  o*ck>ck,  P.  M.)  to  adjourn.    Yeas  117,  nays  80. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 

MoNDAT,  Octobkh  9. 

.\n  unusually  hrge  number  of  petitions  and  remonstran- 
ces in  relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  were  presented 
by  gentlemen  from  different  Slates. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Roles 
and  Orders,  presented  a  report  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  Rules,  with  additional  rules :  the  first,  providing 
that  the  hour  at  which  every  motion  to  adjourn  is  made 


shall  l>e  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  Hooie:  thenoa^ 
that  after  the  motion  to  adjourn  has  been  carried,  m  Ml 
her  shall  leave  bis  seat  until  the  S^XAKia  hsi  Idl  hit  ' 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  objecting  to  Hke  latter  ruk,  pot  iki 
that  the  Speaker  might  see  fit  to  oeeupy  hit  chair  ill  ^p 

Mr.  BYNUM  thought  the  rule  would  redace  tbeU 
very  much  to  the  appearanee  of  a  country  ichooL  1 
first  rule  was  not  objectionable,  but  he  did  oljfcl  tojl 
second. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  that  what  the  rule  pn^i 
the  custom  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia ;  ihst  it  pnd 
ed  indecorum,  &c.  I 

Mr.   BYNUM  still  objected.     He  fhougbt  die 
had  gone  fbH  far  enough  in  banishing  the  siliof  i  ' 
liquors  from  the  Capitol,  and  making  memben all 
eted.     The  time  had  gone  by  for  such  ssrvile 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  as  was  proposed, 
were  not  responsible  here,  but  at  home,  fortfaeir] 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  told  him  the 
intended  to  bring  in  a  rule  to  prevent  ehewuigtobn^f 
spitting  in  the  House. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  he  had  told  the  genlkmuibii 
like  to  see  this  done,  not  that  the  committee  werei 
do  it. 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  it  was  all  the  same.    Thtf*^ 
khowirrg  where  this  thing  would  stop.    He  morerfti 
sion  "of  the  question,  so  as  to  take  it  septntd^cit 
proposition  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  HAYNE6  disagreed  with  Mr.  Bxirrx.  Hel 
the  question  presented  by  the  proposed  amendment  i 
morals,  but  manners. 

The  Ist  rule  was  adopted ;  and  the  question  beiii^l 
agreeing  to  the  second — 

Mr.  ADAMS  did  not  see  the  use  of  the  pnpoMll 
in  relation  to  members  keeping  their  seats  after  t^( 
bient  had  been  declared.     The  disorderly  time  inil 
the  decteratton  was  made ;  whein  the  motion  was  ~ 
ed.     And,  besides,  it  would  operate  to  keep 
their  seats  mudi  of  the  time  when  they  wished  to  let 
circulating  through  the  hall.     It  would  tend  to     " 
privileges  of  influential  gentlemen  in  directing 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeiDg  to  tint 
rule  reported,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

UNITED  STATES,  MEX;iCO,  AND  TBI 

Mr.  ELMORE  oflered  the  following  resolatioDi 

Resolded,  That,  in  addition  to  the  10,000  oopiei  ^ 
correspondence  for  the  annexation  of  Tezu  to  to  ibel 
ted  States,  ordered  to  be  printed,  there  be  10,000 
copies  printed,  to  which  shall  be  annexed,  from  the 
pondence  <<  concerning  the  boundary  between  the 
Statee  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  a  cession  of 
belonging  to  the  Mexican  Confederation  to  ^ 
States,*'  communlcsted  in  the  message  of  the  Frefl^ 
the  United  States,  of  the  9d  October  instant,  thefoM 
documents:  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  96th  Mafch,!! 
extract  from  instructions ;  Mr.  Torr«ns  to  Mr.  Adan^! 
February,  ISHi  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  »4ihM 
ber,  1835,  extracts;  the  same  to  the  same,  15th mj 
1827,  extract;  Mr.  Van  B^ren  to  the  Same,  ^th  Aw 
1839 ;  Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Butler,  90th  Mtrch,  1| 
extract ;  Mr.  McLane  to  the  same,  1 3th  Januaryi  I* 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  same,  2d  July,  1835,  extnei;  i 
same,  6th  August,  1835,  extract. 

Mr.  ADAM'S  ssid  he  should  move  an  amendnwBtot! 
resolution.  Instead  of  extracts,  be  nioved  to  prni^ 
wkok  of  the  correspondence  and  documents  dkits} 
He  was  opposed  to  sending  gaibled  statementi  of  oM 
so  interesting  before  the  people. 

Mr.  ELMORE  sard  that,  having  oOered  tfaeresolBti 
which  he  had  supposed  would  have  elicited  no  ^'^^ 
opposition,  he  iblt  bound  to  say  a  word  in  expluo^ 
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i  HooM  hfd  miide  two  ctlls  on  the  Piwideot  for  in- 
m&n  vpon  mbjects  eonnected  with  TaxM.  The  &ni 
tibr  Um  oonwpooiUiieft  between  the  authoritice  of  TexM 
the  United  Sutei^  conoerning  the  annexation  of  Tezaa. 
IMondwaa  for  the  eorrespondence  with  the  anthoritiee 
UakOf  cooeeming  the  boandary  line  between  the  two 
pbiDi^  and  the  propoaitions  for  the  porchaae  of  tuny  por- 
id  the  Mexican  territory  by  the  United  8tatea.  Both 
Ibad  been  reeponded  to ;  and,  in  answer  to  the  fint,  a 
wnieatioo  from  the  Tezian  miniater  to  thia  Oorern- 
Itpropowif  the  anoezation  of  Tezaa;  a  reply  from  the 
piuj  of  8tale ;  and  a  rejoinder  from  the  Tezian  minia- 
hid  beea  laid  before  thia  Honae,  and  ten  thonaand  eopiea 
N  ordered  to  be  printed.  In  reply  to  the  aecond  call*  a 
Iruboos  eoircapondenoe  between  the  proper  agenta  of 
IGoveniiieoU  of  the  United  Statea  and  Mexico  had  been 
touuGited,  and  ten  thousand  copies  of  it  ordered  to  be 
M  Upon  looking  into  the  laat  docnmenta,  fsaid  Mr. 
»)  I  find  diey  are  divided  into  two  claascSf  the  n  rat  claas 
aiidng  of  those  named  In  the  resolution  now  under  eon- 
plMiao,  sad  conrialing  mainly  of  instruetions  given  by 
Mmni  Presidents  wielding  the  executive  power  of  the 
■d  Stateii  from  1824  to  1837,  to  our  ministers  resident 
Hnieop  direeting  them  to  propoee  for  the  porchaae  of 
tad  giriog  the  reaaons  why  such  a  purchaaa  waa 
sad  important  for  the  United  States.  Tbesr  eon- 
hot  a  small  portion  of  the  documents  eommunicatad 
the  lecond  call ;  the  rest,  comprising  nine- tenths,  or 
Ij  nioateen-twenlwtha,  of  those  sent  bj  the  Pffeai< 
nleting  almost  entirely  to  a  treaty  of  boundary  which 
acgotiatod  at  an  early  period  of  the  negotiations  be- 
ihe  two  coontriesy  and  which  lecognised  the  boun- 
kedfor  Mexico  in  1819,  in  the  treaty  of  Waahing- 
betweeo  Spain  and  the  United  States ;  and  in  which 
yielded  Texas,  nnd  consented  to  make  the  Sabine 
rirers  the  boandary.  Thia  treaty,  recngniaing 
ss  the  true  one  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
WIS  three  times  negotiated  and  aigned  in  almost  the 
IVDi,  hating  twice  failed  in  eonaequenoe  of  not  being 
"  hj  Mexico  in  the  tim«  preacribed  by  one  of  ita  arti- 
The  various  forma  and-  shapes  which  these  negotia- 
ammed,  the  several  propositiona  to  vary  them,  the 
which  produced  the  failure  to  ratify— Irom  frequent 
.  changes  in  \h»  executive  departments  charged 
litt  iofaject,  propositions  to  change  the  place  of  nego- 
fron  Mexico  to  'Washington— Iha  formation  of  a 
Ireatj  between  the  countilea,  and  tedious  da- 
ill  iu  beginnings,  interrupUona,  and  progress;  and 
reqaisitions  of  this  Government  for  the  appoinl- 
of  conmissioners  to  run  the  line  of  boundary  as  fixed 
19,  eoQititme  a  maaa  of  diplomatic  notes,  correa- 
•ad  iostrnctions  on  theee  points,  which  have  no 
<n  the  great  subject,  the  annexation  of  Texas, 
Mw  eagrossea  the  public  attention*  Ten  thousand 
of  theie  are  already  ordered  to  be  printed ;  enough 
sO  the  information  required.  But,  sir,  it  is  not 
■Vgai^  those  mentioned  in  the  resolution.  They  re- 
ly to  the  acquisition  of  Texaa ;  they  conaist  of 
from  the  varioua  Preaidenta  who  have  been  in 
dnee  1834,  showing,  in  the  argumenta  and  viowa 
f^lgeet  to  oar  minif tem  charged  with  theae  imporunt 
the  reaaons  why  it  has  always  been  deem- 
t  to  the  weliare  of  tha  United  Sutea  that  they 
Po^MTexss. 

^  House  will  remember  that,  some  days  ago,  the 

from  Maosachasetta  made  the  pregnant  and  start- 

*"dsiiUon,  that  this  was  a  question  of  union  or  dis- 

He  presented  this  issue  to  the  people  of  the  Uni<* 

Now,  sir,  I  wish  my  eonstituents  and  the  pec* 

the  tSoQth  to  have  all  the  information  on  thia  subject 

*  in  this  document,  which  will  show  them  the 

tctioD  and  opinione  af  thia  Govemmant,  from  1824 


to  the  preaent  day.  I  wish  them  to  see^  by  the  instractiona 
given  our  ministers  in  every  administration  aince  1834, 
that  it  has  always  bean  conaidered  essential  to  the  safety  and 
interests  of  theee  Sutes,  and  that  the  aound  wiadom  and 
prudence  of  the  reaaona  aaaigned  in  these  able  papers  may 
be  aubmhted  to  their  solemn  deliberation,  before  they  re- 
turn their  anawer  to  the  issue  tondered  1^  tlie  gentleman 
from  Maaaachusetts. 

It  may  be,  air,  aa  the  gentleman  from  Masischusetts  says, 
that  theee  documenta  are  "  garbled,*'  and  only  such  extracta 
fumiahad  the  Houae  aa  suit  one  aide  of  the  question.  If 
garbled,  it  has  bean  dona  by  the  President  or  his  Secretary 
of  State.  I  propose  to  publish  them  exactly  aa  they  have 
been  fumialMd  to  the  House.  If  these  doeuments,  and  es- 
pecially the  opinions  of  the  distinguished  stateaman  who 
waa  Preaident  in  1885^  shall  place  any  gentleman  on  thia 
floor  in  the  portion  of  having  enlertainad  opinione  on  thia 
aubject  not  exactly  oonaistent,  of  having  favored  and  urged 
the  acqniaition  of  Tezaa  at  one  tiane,  aa  an  important  na- 
tional object,  and  of  having  oppoaed  and  denounced  it  at 
another,  it  ia  a  matter  he  most  settle  as  liest  he  can  with 
the  country.  I  have  no  further  concern  in  the  affiur  than 
that  I  want  the  benefit  of  the  argnmanta  of  the  then  Preai- 
dent, contained  in  theae  instructions,  to  aid  the  people  in 
forming  a  correct  eetinwto  of  the  importance  of  Tezaa  to 
the  United  States.  I  do  not  now  propooe  to  argue  the  mer- 
its of  this  great  question,  but  I  deaire  to  apread  before  the 
people  the  information  contained  in  the  argumenta  of  for 
abler  men,  which  I  here  find  prepared  to  my  band. 

But,  air,  I  apprehend  the  gentleman  from  Maaaachuaetta 
is  itaisUken  in  the  coume  he  has  propoaed,  if  hia  object  ia 
to  have  all  the  oorvaapondence  relating  to  the  annexation  or 
purehaae  of  Tezaa,  printed  on  this  occasion.  He  complaina 
that  the  correspondence  is  garbled.  Let  him  then  call,  by 
a  resolution,  on  Uie  President  for  that  which  he  aays  is  sup- 
pressed. He  cannot,  by  hia  motion,  if  he  auoceed  in  car- 
rying it,  have  that  printed  which  is  not  furnished  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  obeerred  that  that  would  beat  appear  by 
showing  the  House  these  deeoments.  He  wanted  all  or 
none.  He  waa  opposed  to  sanding  forth  garbled  extrada 
aa  the  basis  of  optrnons  on  a  auhject  ao  momentous.  Tlie 
gentleoMn  from  South  Carolina  had.  propoeed  to  print  ez- 
tcacta  from  the  docnmenta  favorable  to  his  own  peculiar 
viewa  on  the  great  qneatien  at  issue,  and  not  the  entire 
documenta.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  obe- 
dienoe  to  the  call  of  the  House,  sends  certain  papera.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  proposes  to  print  a  part  of 
them.  Mr.  A«  aaid  his  proposition  waa  to  print  the  whole. 
He  had  a  right  to  aigue  that  the  gentleman  propoaed  to 
print  snoh  eztraeta  aa  favored  one  side  of  the  question  rather 
than  the  other.  No  conclusion  could  possibly  be  drawn 
from  what  had  already  been  communicated,  and  the  peo- 
ple had  a  right  to  all  the  light  that  oould  be  shed  upon  the 
subject 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  A.,)  I  aay  on  my  auikoriiy  that,  if  such 
a  proposition  was  ever  noiade  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Stataa  to  the  Government  of  Mezico,  it  was  received  in 
such  a  manner  aa  to  show  that  it  waa  ofiensive  in  the  high- 
est degree  to  that  GovortHnent  If,  aa  the  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Carolina  intimates^  aome  parts  of  those  documenta 
prove  one  thing,  there  may  be  other  parte  of  them  which 
go  to  prove  directly  the  contraiy.  If  any  inference  ia  to  be 
drawn  from  the  instructions  reforred  to  againat  the  intereata 
of  my  cenatituenta,  or  againat  those  of  that  gentleman'a 
constituents,  wo  ou|^t  to  have  alao  the  anawera  to  the 
propoaitiona  referred  to,  and  not  draw  infereneea  from  that 
which  is  communicated  to  ua,  which  might  be  entirely  refuted 
by  Uiat  which  haa  not  been  eommuniealed.  I  repeat  that, 
if  there  ever  waa  aoch  e  propoaition  made  to  Mezico,  it  waa 
received  in  aueh  a  manner  that  it  never  waa  repealed,  an4 
never  ought  to  be  repeated.  J  have  very  etrong  reaaon  to 
believe,  further,  (said  Mr.  A.,)  that  at  one  time,  the  Into 
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Executive  of  the  United  StelM  wee  deJnded  into  an  expec- 
tation that  the  Mexican  Government  were  ready  to  nake  a 
CMaion  of  territory  to  the  United  Btatae;  aad,  indeed,  in 
one  of  the  documents  lately  coomnnicatod  to  thk  Houae, 
the  minialeT  from  Texas  affirms  to  the  Secretary  ol  Stale, 
that  the  late  EzecutiTe  of  the  United  States  waa  ao  confi* 
dent  of  the  acquisition  of  Texas,  that  he  offined  to  Mr. 
Hutchins  G.  Burton,  of  North  Carolina,  the  eonmiBsion 
of  governor  of  tliat  territory.  [Mr.  Adaou  was  here  re- 
minded by  the  Speaker  thai  he  was  tranaeending  the  prop- 
er limit  of  debate  upon  a  mere  question  ofprinting  papera.] 
Well,  (Mr.  A.  aaid,^  he  must  then  faU  hack  upon  the 
ground  of  natural  justiee,  which  he  said  would  sufficiently 
sustain  his  argument  that  all  the  pnpers,  if  any,  ought  to 
go  together  to  the  American  people. 

Mr.  A.  having  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  reaolution,  and  they  having  been  ordered 
to  be  taken-^ 

Mn  CAMBRELENG  moved  for  the  oiden  of  the  day. 

TREASURY-NOTE  BILL. 

The  House  then  reaumed  the  oonaidemMen  of  the  **  bill 
to  authorize  die  issuing  of  Treasury  notes." 

The  question  pending  being  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Uir- 
niBweoD,  to  authoriae  the  Secretary  ol  the  Treasury  to 
issue  only  three  millions  and  a  half  of  Treaeory  notee,  un*> ' 
til  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  been  of- 
fered for  sale  for  three  monthe,  exelneive  of  interest- 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  appealed  to  the  members  on  all 
of  the -House  to  bring  this  measnre  to  a  conclusion. 
He  did  not  suppose  the  gentleman  Iron)  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Uvnimwoon]  really  meant  to  embarrass  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States ;  but  his  amendment,  if  adopted,  wouM 
be  the  most  extraordinary  proposition  ever  adopted  by  Con- 
gress. His  proposition  was  to  authorise  the  sake  of  three 
bonds,  amounting  each  to  about  two  millions  4f  intenst. 
Now  there  was  not  a  capitalist  on  the  face  of  the  earth  who 
wouM  bid  for  them.  Even  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
with  all  its  capital,  could  not  raise  the  means  to  do  it,  wjtk^ 
out  the  aid  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the  aimple  reason 
that  the  bonda  could  not  be  divided. 

Now,  what  would  be  the  eflfect  of  this  proposition  t  Here 
was  a  bill  before  the  House  taking  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  the  power  to  draw  drafts,  which  destroyed,  in 
one  single  instant,  the  power  to  draw  for  one  single  dollar 
to  pay  the  pubtie  creditors,  who  were  now  waiting  for  theee 
Treasury  notes.  By  ^b»  amendment^  he  had  the  right  to 
issue  only  three  miUions  and  a  half  of  notes,  in  the  last 
quarter  e^  the  year,  thus  tying  up  hie  hands  for  three 
months,  except  so  far  as  his  rslianee  upon  these  three  mil- 
liona  and  a  half  only  for  the  expenses  of  the  Government 
during  that  time^  vrhen,  aooerding  to  the  estimates,  at  least 
ten  millions  will  be  required  for  the  same  period.  This 
would,  in  effi^^t,  bsnkrupt  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  wished,  too»  to  reach  another  bill  of  pri- 
mary importance,  the  divorce  bill,  before  they  adjourned, 
for  he  was  anxious  not  to  leave  the  Treasury  and  the  finan- 
ces in  their  present  unregulated  condition.  In  a  New 
York  paper  he  was  made  to  say  that  he  never  intended  to 
bring  that  bill  up«  He  must  have  been  mistaken  in  what 
he  said,  rinee  he  argued  quite  the  reverse. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  in  support  of  bis  amendment,  and 
in  reply  tothe^ntkraan  from  New  York,  [Mr.  CAirsuxL- 
xve,]  said  that  that  gentleman  had  done  him  but  justice 
in  saying  that  he  (Mr.  U.)  did  not  wish  to  embarrass  the 
operatiMis  of  the  Treasury.  He  begged  leave  to  make  one  or 
two  vemarks,  however,  in  defence  of  his  amendment.  l*hat 
gpntteoNUi  had  said  that  the  whole  ten  millions  demanded 
woold  be  wanted  during  the  balance  of  the  eurrent  year. 
Thia  certainly  did  not  appear  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  himself,  if  them  was  any  truth  in 
hkrepert. 


Including  #14,000,000  appropriated  last  yssr,  theaMi 

charge  on  the  Treasury  amounts  to  -    |48,W0,III 

Of  this  there  has  been  paid      $34,000,060  \ 

Of  this  there  has  been  suspended  1 5,000,000  j 

^ 8»,0W.IWJ 

Which  leaves  the  dilKsrence  at    -  |9,(KW,li 

if  there  is  any  truth  in  figures.  And  now,  whit  iBflii| 
Mr.  U.  would  ask^  vras  there  to  meet  this  $9,000,000!  Th 
proceeds  of  Uie  public  lands,  and  the  cash  duliss  tamm 
vrould  not  fkll  short  oH  $6,000,000,  whidi,  widi  thilhi 
raiHiens  proposed  by  this  amendment,  would  sufficf  faril 
balance  of  the  year.  These  statements  wera  toopUii 
be  controverted.  J 

Mr.  U.  also  wanted  the  question  taken  apeefi!;,* 
modified  his  amendment  by  striking  out  *<siehai«i4 
interest."  ^ 

Mr.  LEOARE  proposed  to  insert  an  intenitt  of  ts»i 
centum.     This  proposition,  he  thouglit,  woaUteii 
promise  whidi  would  obtain  very  generally. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  also  remarked,  that  the 
the  Treasury  hod  taken  a  view  of  this  bill  net 
either  by  the  language  of  the  bHI  or  by  the  viewirfi 
bers  of  that  Houae,  so  fhr  as  those  views  had  btsDi" 
That  gentleman  had  written  to  brokers  and  othrnv  iU< 
the  country,  to  inquire  of  them  at  what  rale  they  wmU| 
chase  those  notes;  whereaa  there  was  no  amhoiiij 0^ 
bill  to  wU  the  notes  at  all. 

The  authority  or  power  of  the  Secretaiy  of  iheTii 
was  confined  to  two  pdota.    In  the  first  plate,  bt* 
only  issue  them  to  creditors  of  the  GovernmcDt,  ioi 
tion  of  debts,  on  their  nominal  amount,  with  the  isi 
that  may  then  have  accrued.  The  next  power  wutiMi 
er  to  borrow  upon  the  hypothecation  of  the  notei. 

On  these  points  Mr.  S.  dwelt  at  aome  length.  Ail 
constitutional  power  of  the  Government  to  issue 
he  had  no  doubt  in  the  worid.     It  had  as  mach< 
tional  power  to  do  that  as  to  charter  a  national  hsot 
reiS»renee  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  he  prefertMj 
they  should  borrow  money  of  that  description,  whielit ' 
answer  the  purposee  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  a  few  words  in  reptf  «»i 
8.,  and  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  enter  nwre*t 
on  the  subject  of  the  gentleman'a  present  and  lsl«r 
in  support  of  a  national  bank,  when  the  divewe  bi9 
up.  The  gentleman's  argument  aboot  the  people*!  »^ 
and  the  Government's  money,  was  a  merely  «/ t^'Wil 
ohe,  designed  to  produce  an  effect  upon  the  elceliovj 
Pennsylvania.  j 

Mr.  C.  agreed  with  the  gentleman  that  the  SeeKtan 
the  Treasury  had  net  properiy  construed  thesdoowH 
consideration  ;  for,  if  he  had  construed  it  P^i^P^' |||J 
never  could  be  any  depreciation  whatever  of  tbsM  i^ 
There  waa  no  power  given  in  the  bill  lo  sell  the  noif%l 
to  borrow  money  upon  them.  , 

Mr.  PICKENS  made  an  urgent  appeal  to  die  Hii 
that,  considering  the  lateness  of  the  session>  sod  ll» « 
portent  measures  behind,  they  wouk)  vote  on  all  the  ^ 
ositions  now  before  it  on  this  bill.  He  declared  btf  »* 
tion  of  voting  against  the  biH  himself  if  it  embraced  ini^ 

Mr.  MERCER  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  again  modified  his  smeada^ 
so  aa  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Tres«ii7  ^^ 
change  the  bonda  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  MititI 
smaller- bonds. 

Mr.  OHOLSON  replied  principi^y  to  the  reoi* 
Mr.  BsLL  on  Saturday  last,  and  spoke  in  oppoa»«* 
the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  and  in  support  oil 
bill,  without  the  amendment  under  eonsidersuon.  ' 
insisted  that  the  bill  vras  opposed,  and  was  inlNid^JiJ 
sible,  to  be  defeated,  for  the  eipress  purpose  of  proB^" 
the  object  to  charter  a  national  bank* 
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Mr.  BELL  spokd  briefly  in  leply. 

iMr.  REED  anirnKdveried  upon  what  hje  termod  ibe  mii- 

kbly  erroneous  estimates  of  the  Secretary,  and  argned 

^nsfc  the  necessity  of  pawing  the  original  bill  without  the 

leodiDent,  viz :  to  soil  the  bank  bonds. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  rejoined  to  Mr.  Bbli,  but  his  remarks 

Ne  rot  off  by  the  hour  having  arrived  for  taking  a  recess, 

boo  the  House  adjourned  till  4  o*doek. 

EvEaiNo  Szsstox. 

The  House  met  after  recess. 

|ir.  GHOLSON  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks 
■rply  to  Mr.  Bsll,  the  whole  of  which  are  given  entire, 
iollows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  U,  by  remaining  in  my  seat,  I  believed 
i  vote  oh  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
KD  Keatocky,   [Mr.  Uitmbrwood^]  or  on  the  bill  itself, 
luM  be  taken  at  an  earlier  period,  I  surely  would  content 
^wlf  with  giving  a  silent  vote,  however  anxious  I  may 
trr  may  have  been,  to  ei  press  my  views.     I  am  in  bad 
worn  down  with  previous  labar,  and  find  myself 
ly  calculated  for  the  effort  of  debate.     The  course  of* 
higs  on  this  floor,  ever  since  the  commencement  of 
ession,  has  assured  me  tthat  their  object  is,  and  has 
that  this  House  shall  not  act  on  any  bill  Ukely  to 
the  embarrassments  of  the  country. 
;  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  the  object  of  the  whigs 
and  hae  been,  to  keep  up  excitement  in  the  country, 
'  add  embariBssment  to  the  already  embarrassed  condi- 
of  the  Government  and  the  people.     When  this  ses- 
fcst  commenced,  we  were  told  by  the  gentleman  from 
[Mr.  Bkll]  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
Wiaa,]  who  are  regarded  by  me  and  by  the  country 
oracles  of  the  whig  party,  that  they  bad  no  meas- 
f  their  own  to  brin?  lorward  to  relieve  the  Union. 
tieman  from  Virginia  went  further.    He  requested 
his  whig  allies  to  bring  forward  no  measure  to 
the  coantry.     He  said,  that,  for  one,  he  would  \&i 
groan  on ;  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
.tton  party  here  to  carry  out  the  recommendations 
President ;  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  warn  my 
froBi  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickk^is]  to  be  on  his 
lest  he  were  arrested  and  shot  down  m  a  deserter. 
now  hard  pressed  in  this  quarter,  and  this  bill  (which 
so  bitterly  denounced)  being  likely  to  be  finally 
eo  before  the  close  of  the  session,  he  calls  in  the  aid 
alljr  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  and  solicits  that 
an  to  aid  him  in  occupying  the  time  of  the  House 
^oitlesB  dicussion  and  vapid  denunciation  until  the 
jof  this  eztraortlinary  session  ;  and  thus  prevent,  what 
moch  drealied  by  both  gentlemen,  that  relief  which 
ontry  ao  imperiously  demands,  and  which,  if  we 
the  power,  we  are  bound  to  afford  to  it. 

air,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  not  been 
ful  of  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
promptly  obeyed  the  mandate,  and  has  gone  to  his 
and,  with  the  skill  and  management  of  a  political 
iktn,  he  consumed  the- whole  of  Saturday  in  discuss- 
motuNi  that  he  never  intended  should  be  voted  on  ; 
after  a  day  and  a  part  of  the  night  had  been  consumed 
iifeseanting  on  that  time-kilUng  motion,  the  gentleman 
Mi  Ohio  [Mr.  Whittlssbk}  came  forward,  and  asked 
I  fcntledkan  from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
pa  request  was  instantly  complied  with,  thus  conclusively 
^ing,  to  my  miud,  that  the  whole  design  and  object  of 
gentleown  was,  and  is,  confusion,  excitement,  embar- 
t,  not  action  or  relief  to  the  Government  or  the 
te, 

'>  we  have  now  progressed  on  this  legislative  journey 
we  have  readied  the  last  week  of  the  session.     An^ 
Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  ask,  have  we,  the  administra- 
Da  party,  been  permitted  to  do  ?     By  our  untiring  exer- 
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tions  we  have  got  one  little  bill  through  the  House !  The 
suffering  people  have  a  right  to  know  to  whom  this  delay, 
this  waste  of  time,  of  money,  this  trifling  with  their  rights 
and  interests,  is  to  be  ascribed.  Sir,  this  remissness,  this 
flagrant  injustice,  and  wanton  dereliction  of  duty,  cannot, 
and  must  not,  be  charged  to  the  administration  party  ;  for 
if  the  whigs,  as  they  avow,  have  no  projects  or  plans  of 
relief  of  their  own,~why  have  tbey  not  pertnitted  us  to  carry 
out  those  plans  of  the  administration  which  we  stand  ready 
to  execute  1  Is  it  because  they  ibar  the  country  'will  I^ 
relieved  1 

What,  sir,  said  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Dsu.,].ifvhen  he  came  forward,  on  Saturday,  with  his 
time-kifling  project  1  He  said  he  had  told  the  people, 
**tbe  dear  people,"  just  -before  the  election — at  a  time 
when  he  undoubtedly  cherished  a  very  warm  and  tender 
feehng  of  regard  for  the  people— that  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  administration  to  reheve  the  country  in  sixty 
days  at  furthest !  Well,  sir,  why  does  not  the  gentleman 
bring  forward  the  plan  that  he  suggested  to  his  constituents  ? 
Is  ho  not  bound  to  do  so,  if  he  tielieves  what  he  has  said 
in  relation  to  the  plans  ^t  forth  >n  the  President's  mes- 
sage !  Surely  he  is.  When  he  undertakes  to  say  that 
the  schemes  suggested  in  the  President's  message  are  wijd 
and  visionary, '  and  impracticable,  have  we  not  a  right  to 
expect  from  him  some  plan  that  will,  according  to  his  own 
views,  afford  relief,  practical  relief— a  plan  that  is  in  it- 
self practicable  and  reasonable  1  What  was  the  vast  and 
wonderfiil  sdieme  that  the  honorable  gentleman  suggested 
to  the  people  of  his  district  ?  He  says  that  it  was  a  scheme 
to  force  the  Government  to  take  up  the  $100,000,000  of 
irredeemable  bank  paper  now  afloat  in  the  country  !  In- 
deed, sir ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  common  sense,  the  commonest  reasoning, 
and  the  teachings  of  eveiy  day's  experience  and  observe- 
tioi^  all  go  to.  prove  the  utter  impracticability  of  the  prop- 
osition. 1'  have  too  high  a  regard  for  the  gentleman's 
intelligence,  to  believe,  for  a  single  mometit,  that  hu  be- 
lieves in  the  practicability  of  any  such  project.  Tho«e 
banks  which  have  flooded  the  country  with  a  redundant 
paper  circulation,  have  failed,  and  tueir  paper  becnmo 
worthless  in  the  hands  of  the  p^ple,  atlhe  very  time  when 
they  were  sustained  by  all  the  resources  of  this  mighty  and 
munificent  Government  daily  poured  into  their  vaults. 
Tfiey  failed*  sir,  when  they  were  sustained,  not  only  by 
the  Gavernment,  but  by  the  confidence  of  the  whole  Ameri- 
can people,  and  by  that  still  stronger  power,  public  opin- 
ion. If  they  failed  under  the  existence  of  such  props. and 
such  patronage — if  they  could  not  exist  as  organic  bodies, 
and  perforio  3ie  functions  required  of  them  by  law  and  by 
their  pherters,  under  the  existence  of  circumstances  so  fa- 
vorablo— -and  if  their  paper,  as  we  all  know  to  be  the  fact, 
has  depreciated  fifteen  per  cent. .  how  much  more  signal 
and  complete  must  be  their  failure,  when  thpy  do  not  and 
cannot  obtain  the  confidence  of  the  people  1 

Sir,  I  defy  the  Government  to  give  the  peoplo  confidence 
in  these  banking  institutions.  They  have  already  faijed, 
and  without  the  confidence  of  .the  people  they  cannot  be 
resuscitated ;  they  cannot  sustain  themselves. 

Mr.  Speaker,  who,  let  me  inquire,  ever  heard  of  a  Gov- 
ornment  like  ours,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  dealing  in 
paper  known  to  be  dcpre(uatcd,  and  attempting  to  make 
that  paper  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country  1  Do  wc 
not  all  know  that  this' plan  is  wild,  visionary,  impracticable 
and  unheard  of  1  I  know,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee does  not  believe  it  practicable ;  if  he  did,  he  would 
bring  it  forward  in  a  tangible  shape.  I  have  too  much  con- 
fidence in  his  ability  as  a  statesman,  too  much  confidence 
in  his  intelligence  as  a  financier,  to  do  him  the  injustice 
of  believing  him  at  all  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  which  he  has 
spoken. 

The  causes  that  have  moved  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
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nessee  in  thiii  matter,  are  easily  divined ;  nay,  they  can- 
not be  misunderstood.  He  had  said  something  on  this 
sabject  to  the  people  of  his  district,  to  his  constituency  if 
you  ptease,  and  he  wished  to  consume  the  time  of  this 
House,  above  all,  he  wished  to  aid  the  federal  bank  party 
in  this  House,  and  to  attain  his  ends,  he  came  out  with 
the  plans  on  which  I  hav6  animadverted,  and  hoped  to  im- 
pose on  the  country.  I  say  this,  for  this  further  reason, 
that  the  whole  course  of  the  opposition,^  with  whom  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  acting,  has  been  directed  to 
the  single  and  sole  purpose  of  preventing  any  thing  being 
done  by  the  administration  to  relieve  the  country.  They 
aiie  iuflocnccd  in  their  t^ourse  by  the  lieltef  that,  if  they  can 
keep  up  the  present  excitement  iu  the  countiy,  they  can 
force  from  the  necessities  of  the  people  the  recharter  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  or  a  national  bank  subservient  to 
their  wishes.  They  know  that  this  question  has  been 
again  and  again  submitted  to  the  people,  and  the  people, 
after  calm  deliberation  and  reflection,  hdve  decided  that 
they  will  not  have  a  bank.  But,  not  satisfied  with  t^ie 
unqualified  exptession  of  the  people's  voice,  they  still  cling 
with  tenacity  to  the  desuefate  hope  that  has  been  made  to 
tc-ll  its  «  flattering  talc,  by  the  present  unnatural  excite- 
ment and  derangement  that  now  pervade  every  section  of 
the  country.  They  know  that  if  the  country  is  relieved 
and  the  present  excitement  can  be  quelled,  their  hopes  of 
a  national  bank  will  be  laid  prostrate.  And  this  is  the 
reason,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  struggle  has  been  so  desperate ; 
this,  sir,  is  the  reason  that  the  cry  of  Executive  bank,  has 
been  sounded  through  this  hall ;  this  is  the  reason  Ihat  we 
have  been  so  often  boastingly  told,  that  unless  a  national 
bank  were  incorporated,  the  country  would  be  convulsed, 
l^is  is  the  true  and  only  reason  that  exists  for  the  cry  we 
have  so  often  heard,  that  this  bill  will  sap  the  liberties  of 
the  country ;  that  by  means  of  thii«  Executive  bank,  the 
President  would  be  enabled  to  place  hia  font  on  the  necks 
of  the  people.  This  cry  has  been  raised  because  gentle- 
men know  that  a  bank  is  yet  unpopular ;  and  tboy  hope  to 
prejudice  the  country  against  this  bill  before  it  passes',  by 
c ailing  it  an  Executive  bank  bill.  Sir,  they  seek  to  fright- 
on  us  by  telling  us  that  when  wc  give  our  assent  to  this 
bill  wo  give  our  assent  to  a  measure  that  is  to  convuUo 
the  country.  For  one,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  mo  teU  gentle- 
men, that  names  have  no  torror  for  ihe.^  I  have  no  fear 
that  this  bill  will  enable  the  President  to  place  himself 
Mbove  the  constitution  and  the  people ;  1  am  not  so  timid 
that  I  can  be'  alarmed  by  such  bog-bear  appeals  to  my 
cijurage. 

But  why,  lot  mo  ask,  have  wc  this  constant  cry  of  bank, 
bank,  from  the  known  bank  party  on  this  floor !  ^  It  has 
tieen  said  that  this  bill  was  intended  to  defeat  a  national 
bank.  I  am  willing  to  place  it  on  that  isiue  before  the 
American  people ;  I  will,  and  do,  hereby  declare  my  assent 
to  this  measure,  bumble-  as  gentlemen  say  it  is,  and  at 
tho  same  time  I  avow  my  decided  opposition  to  tfny  nation- 
al bank.  And,  sir.  If  convulsions,  anarchy,  and  confu* 
pion  are  to  be  the  consequences  of  our  refusal  to  charter  a 
national  bank,  let  them  com?,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
meet  them.  Sir,  I  have  stated  that  names  have  no  terror 
tor  me.  I  am  in  favor  of  this  bill.  I  witih  these  Treas- 
ury notes  to  enter  into  the  circulation  of  the  country,  and 
if  they  do  get  into  circulation,  depend  upon  it,  sir,  the 
one-half  of  your  embarrassments  will  be  removed  at  the  in- 
stant they  find  their  way  from  the  hands  of  tho  Secretary. 
This  bill  has  no  similtudc  to  a  bank,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  if 
gentlemen  attempt  to  distort  it  into  any  thing  of  tbe  kind, 
they  will  get  their  labor  for  the  pains.  The  Treasurer, 
under  it,  hi»  no  jMwer  to  issue  bills,  except  as  the  creditors 
of  the  Government  moy  require  them.  The  passage  of 
the  bill  will  not  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tt» 
throw  thousands  and  millions  of  paper  into  circulation  in 
a  day,  by  which  the  price  of  property,  and  of  labor,  and 


of  every  thing  else,  will  receive  fictitious  valuations,  m 
then  by  suddenly  withdrawing  the  circulation,  depresi 
price  of  the  same  substances  and  properties  fiir  beaa^ 
their  intrinsic  value. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  respectfully  ask  gentlemen  to  do  nel 
fkvor  of  pointing  out  the  resemblance  that  this  biil ' 
to  a  bank;  I  ask  them  to  particularly  point  out  tbe 
teristics  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  detemiinB  that  i 
is  an  Executive  bank. 

The  next  direct  attack  made  upon  this  bill,  b  ikaj 
now  pending  in  favor  of  that  defunct  monster,  tke^ 
United  States  Bank,  offered  by  the  genUemau  firora  ' 
tucky,  [Mr.  UxnaawooD.]    This  amendment,  has,  fj 
lieve,  liecn  already  twice  rejected  by  this  Hoose,  and  ii 
properly  out  of  order.     But  as  I  am  no  stickler  for 
of  order,  I  will   make  no  question   of  that  sort. 
amendment,  like  the  late  United  States  Bank,  is  no 
defeated  in  one  shape  than  it  rises  in  another.     By  I 
amendment,  it  is  proposed  to  ofTer  in  lieu  of  the  biliil 
bonds  executed  by  the  late  United  Stales  Bank  to  thisf'' 
emment,  in  that  institution.     Then  it  is  proposi^  te 
^into  the  market  in  these  times  of  general 
$6,000,000  of  bank  bonds  due  in  the  course  of  I 
four  years,  payable  by  instalments  of  $2,000,000, 
interest  from  the  date  of  their  execution.     Now,  i 
are  to  be  the  purchasers  1     We  know  rn  these 
general  distress,  no  individual,  and  scarcely  any  fa 
ration,  has  the  ability  to  make  such  a  purchase, 
these  bonds  are  thus  untimely  thrown  into  the  maiki 
Government  riiost  and  will  sustain  an  immense  loss, 
old  bank  may  or  may  not  be  the  bidder  for  these 
'i*he  course  that  that  institution  has  heretofore,  and 
persuing,    is  this:      A  short  time  after  the 
of  specie  payments,    that  bank   threw   into   the 
15,000,000  of  bank  bonds,  or  post  notes,  payable  i 
ture  day  in  England.     l*hese  bonds  or  notes  were 
the  market  for  a  premium  of  five  per  cent.     The 
of  the  bank  proceeded  to  the  cotton- growing  Stat 
with  the  notes  of  the '  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the 
States  bought  cotton  to  meet  these  bond&     The 
the  institution  commanded  a  premium,  owing  to  ' 
m^nso  debt  due  from  the  South  and  West  to  the 
and  northern  cities.  The  fund  upon  which  theae  $5,1 
was  first  drawn  having  been  exhausted,  this  is  the 
that  is  now  being  played  ofif  by  Mr.  Biddle  on  the 
He  has  his  agents  there,  selling  the  notes  of  tbe  old 
which  neither  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsyhrauia^^ 
any  other  institution,  is  bound  to  redeem.     This  pe| 
these  times  of  distrust  and  oppression,  commands  a'j 
miuni  over  tbe  local  bank  paper  of  the  country.     It  I 
[passes  into  the  hands  of  our  southern  merchants,  tbej] 
ing  a  premium  for  it  of  about  15  per  cent,  above  locsif 
paper.     The  merchants  pay  it  over  to  the  agents  of  j 
northern  merchant?,-  who  are  literally  swarming  like  ^ 
gry  locusts  through  the  country ;  who,  knowing  Its 
worthlessncss,  and  that  no  one  is  bound  to  redeem  it, 
mediately  sell  it  for  local  Imnk  paper  at  a  premium, 
this  paper  they  buy  cotton.     Iu  this  way,  one  set  of  tfej 
irredeemable  notes  buys  the  cotton  of  the  whAe  netgikf 
h(K>d  at  a  discount  of  at  4ea8t  ! 5  per  cent.     Thus  isj 
^hort  of  this  institution  enabled  to  plunder  my  constitM 
out  of  15  per  cent,  of  their  lal>or. 

This  system  of  pl&nderirrg  the  South,  so  iQng  pracia 
by  the  Northern  capitalists,  has  enabled  that  section  ofi 
country,  through  the  agency  of  the  institution  of  w\ai 
speak,  to  play  a  game  that  must  be  suspended,  and  itii 
an  evil  bo  monstrous  that  I  am  anxious  to  apply  a  rend 
This  can  be  done  efiectually  by  the  rejection  of  the  aoid 
nient  and  the  passage  of  the  bill.  In  this  way,  this  iM 
tulion  will  be  driven  out  of  the  market;  for  wImhi  the  od 
proposed  to  be  issued  by  this  bill  enter,  as  they  will,  il 
the  circuhition  of  the  country,  the  worthless  paper  oft! 
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Iteot  inttiiation  referred  to,  will  be  banitbed  from  cir-  I 

1.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  TenDeatee  [Mr.  Bkljl] 

ihias  that  I  have  no  right  to  place  the  conalnietion  on 

itcti  that  I  have  ao  freely  and  folly  ezpreaaed ;  and,  air,  he 

added  that  I  have  expreaacd  opiniona  in  reference  to  bim 

.ara  Dot  jaatifiable  by  &cta.  •   Sir,  I  must  be  allowed  to 

it  gentleman  that  the  actions  and  conduct  of  pubHc 

in  ikia  ball  are,  and  of  right  abouid  be,  public  prop- 

Aa  aucb,  I  have  a  right  to  come  to  my  own  conclu- 

in  relation  to  them.     Having  formed  my  opinions  as 

moriog  cauae  for  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  in 

^icaeot  inatance,  I  have  taken  the  libefty  to  expreaa 

optmona,  and  I  claim  the  right  of  doing  so.     Sir,  I 

'be  sorry  to  do  any  gentleman  an  act  of  injuatice.    I 

aiHUied  no  matter  of  fiict ;  and,  if  I  have  otherwise 

the  {eotleman  injuatice,  I  aball  be  found  at  all  times 

10  roider  him  the  most  prompt  and  adequate  aatis- 

Bpetker,  the  gentleman  has  taken  occasion  to  say 

liAg  in  relation  to  the  interest  of  my  constituents. 

flr,  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  that  I  am  iheir  reprc- 

ive,  and  that  if  I  mifcepresent  them  I  am  account- 

them  for  the  act     Therefore,  neither  they  nor  we 

anj  aider  advice  from  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 

« 

r,  rir,  that  I  represent  a  fcuifering  people,  a  peo- 
lie  unmensely  in  debt ;  but,  thank  God  !  we  have 
Cf  a  aoil,  and  a  'production,  that,  when  added  to 
rer-ecaaing  vigilanoe  of  our  people,  will  enable  us,  to 
a  short  time,  a  larger  debt  than  can  be  extinguish- 
•oy  other  people  of  the  globe. 
\  air,'  has  been  raid  about  the  immense  debt  our 
owe  the  Government,  and  not  a  UtUe  has  been  said 
inoated  about  the  alleged  insolvency  of  those  insti- 
Bir,  I  aak  gentlemen,  before  they  make  any  more 
on  thia  aobject,  to  examine  into  the  true  situa- 
[our  banks.  I  make  the  asacrtion,  without  fear  of  con- 
that  oar  banks,  the  banka  of  the  Siate  of  Missis- 
ikiveaa  large  an  amount  of  assets  in  their  posaession  as 
iki  in  thia  Union  which  have  not  a  greater  circula- 
^  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  aa  solvent^  and  will 
•pecie  payments  as  soon  as  any  banks  in  the  Utiiun 
It  the  time  of  the  suspension  as  large  a  ciicafaiuon 
bid. 

t  It  is  aaid  the  banka  have  asked  for  indulgence.     I 
HQotroe.    If  they  have  asked  indulgence,  I  am  not 
of  ity    I^  on  my  own  responsibility,  asked  in- 
M  for  them  in  order  that  I  might  favor  their  debtors. 
.  nr,  if  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bkll,! 
Ilia  proclaimeJ  charity  for  my  constituents,  will  aid 
"  keeinng  the  hands  of  this  Government  off  of  our 
wr  a  abort  time,  he  will  render  us  good  service. 
^3ipt  to  force  theae  banks  to  pay  their  debts  un- 
Vj  oppreaaea  the  debtor's  interest.     Whenever  the 
Bment  preaaea  the  banks,  it  presses  its  own  debtors, 
OS  the  Government  directly  oppresses  the  people, 
uie  Goverament  continues,  according  to  the  sugges- 
ioi  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  is  so  charit- 
ito  draw  on  our  banks,  these  drafla  must,  for  some 
fclo  come,  come  back  proteated.     This  will  keep  down 
^otiey,  and  force  us  to  pay  the  highest  premium  that 
*a»e  beard  ao  much  talked  of. 
f*^^o  but  little  for  those  banka  as  mere  corpora- 
>>^t  I  have  a  great  good  feeling  for  the  people  who 
I  their  power.    You  have  relieved  the  balance  of  your 
uaeni  debtors,  and  why  not  relieve  them  also  1     I 
"  they  Mre  as  meritorious  aa  your  Northern  mer- 
Now,  atr,  the  passage  of  this  bill,  without  the 
r  ^^^^  appears  to  m^  to  be  the  only  means  by  which 
tOQQtry  can  be  relieved.     It  is  the  only  hope  I  have  | 
'•^woks  aoott  reaoming  specie  payments*;  for  when 


this  bill  shall  have  passed,  the  Oovemroent  will  be  reliev- 
ed. Ten  millions  will  be  liable  to  be  gradually  thfown 
into  circulation.  You  can  then  give  our  banks  reasonable 
time ;  and  thus  the  whole  will  be  accommodated. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bill]  said 
something  about  forcing  the  Government  into  terms. 
What  terms  does  he  mean  1  The  terma  of  these  irrespon- 
sible banks  1  If  theae  are  his  terms ;  if  a  submission  on 
the  part  of  this  administration  to  the  dictations  of  these 
banks  are  the  terms  upon  which  we  are  to  buy  the  peace 
of  the  country,  it  is  such  a  peace  aa  I  do  not  want.  If 
this  is  the  way  that  quiet  in  this  land  is  to  be  kept,  let  us 
have  the  confusion  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much  since  ' 
the  commencement  of  the  session.  I  think  the  sooner  it 
comes  the  better. 

Sir,  has  income  to  this,  in  thb  land  of  liberty  and  of 
law,  that  these  banks  can,  and  will,  dictate  to  an  American 
Congress  1  Are  we  to  be  no  longer  independent  ?  Are  we 
to  be  forced  to  ask  these  most  soulless  corporations  what 
we  shall  do.  and  what  we  ahall  not  do  t  Surely  not  yet. 
This  is  the  direct  policy  of  the  bank  party  on  this  floor.  I 
am  prepared  to  tecord  my  vote ;  I  am  prepared  to  meet  the 
crisis,  and  share  my  ^te.     I  have  no  fears  of  the  result. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  intended  to  have  proceeded  further 
In  discussing  these  topics,  but  T  find  myself  unable,  from 
exhaustion  and  debility,  to  go  on  any  further. 

Mr.  CURTIS  addressed  the  House  in  a  short  speech, 
expressive  of  his  regret  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Cambbel- 
E2fo]  had  laid  aside  the  bill  origiiially  reported  by  him 
from  the  Committee  ^f  Ways  and  Means,  and  had  engraft- 
ed the  Senate's  bill  v^poQ  its  enacting  clause  as  an  amend- 
ment. He  was  in  &vor  of  the  bill  in  its  original  idiape, 
but  opposed  |o  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes  bearing  ii)terest, 
and  would  prefer  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  now  under  consideration,  especially  as  recently 
modified.  Ho  explaiood  how  the  bonds  of  the  United 
States  Bank  might  be  rendered  available,  and  sold  in  Eu-  - 
rope* 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  having  altered  his  moUon  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  make  it  read  as  follows : 

<*  But  no  Treasury  notes  shall  be  issued  under  theprovi. 
sions  Qf  this  act,  except  for  the  aom  of  three  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  until  afWr  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  have  offered  for  sale  the  bonds  executed  by 
the  president,  directors,  and  company  of  the  United  States 
Bsnk'of  Pennsylvania,  in  consideration  of  the  stock  held  by 
Government  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Statea ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treitsury  is  hereby  authorised  and  di- 
rected to  sell  and  transfer  said  bonda^  or  any  one  or  more 
of  them,  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  and  to  apply  the 
money  arising  from  such  sals  and  uansfer  in  payment  of 
any  demands  upon  the  Treasury :  Provided,  however^  That 
no  sale  and  transfer  of  aaid  bonds  shall  be  made  for  less  than 
the  nominal  amount  of .  aaid  bonds  respectively,  with  the 
interest  which  shall  have  accrued  thereon  up  to  the  day  of 
aale.  But  if  said  bonds  cannot  be  sold  ss  is  herein  provided, 
in  three  months  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  then  it  ahall 
be  lawful  to  issue  Treasury  notes  to  the  amount  not  exc^d- 
Ing  in  the  whole  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

« It  shall,  moreover,  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  surrender  any  one  or  more  of  said  bonds  to  the 
bank,  and  to  take  in  exchange  smaller, bonds  for  the  amount, 
to  facilitate  the  aalea  and  transfo'S  herein  provided  for." 

The  question  being  pat  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Uiv- 
BBBWooD,  in  this  shape,  it  wajs  decided  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,H. Allen,  J.W.Allen, 
Ayctigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J. 
Calhoon,  J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
bam,  Childa,  Clowney,  Cranston»  Crockett,  Curtis,  Gush- 
ing, Darlington,  Davies,  Dcberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore, 
Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Goode,  J.  Grahum,  Grennell, 
Griffin,     Halstod,   Harlan,   Harper,    Haetoigv,    Hawes, 
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Henry,  Herod,  Hoffinan,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  W. 
C.  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A*.  W.  Loomis,  MaUory, 
Marvin,  Saraton  Masoo,  Maury,  Maxwell,  ^McKcnnan, 
Mencfee,  Mercer,  Matbiae  Morria,  CaWary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Pattereen,  Peck,  Pickens,  Pope,  Pottis 
Kariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencber,  Ridgway,  Robert- 
son, Ramsey,  Russell,  8ergeant>  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Stade,  Stratton,  Taliafei- 
ro,  Thompson,  Underwood,  A.  S.White,  John  White, 
Eiisba  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  WilHams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williama^  Wise^  Yell. 
Yorke— 94. 

Na re— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatiy, 
Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdcall,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  CUley,~  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee^  DeGraff,  Drom- 
goole,  Edwards,  Farriogton,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
Ghol«)n,  Glascock,  Grantknd,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  HuWey,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones, 
J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Rtingensmith,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis^  Logan,  Arphazed  Loomis,  Martin,  May,  McKay, 
Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgsn,  8.  W.  Morris,  Muh- 
lenberg, Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par'men- 
ter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker^  Petrikin,  Flutter,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Rei|y,Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Sheffer, 
Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Speneer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Titus,  Touoey,  Towns,  Tumey, Vail,  Vanderveer, Webster, 
Weeks,  Thomas  T.  WhitUesey,  J ared  W.Williams,— 109. 

So  Mr.  UimaawooD's  amendment  Vi'as  negatived. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  whole  of  it,  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  Inserting, 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  following : 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
from  time  to  time,  such  sum  as  the  President  may  think 
expedient,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  $7,000,000,  to  be 
reimbursed  with  interest  not  exceedthg  6  per  cent  per  ao-^ 
lium,  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the  date  of 
the  loan  or  loans  respectively. 

The  question,  upon  agreeing  to  this  amendment  was  de- 
cided— ^Yesfl  86,  nays  181,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,*  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J.  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Cal- 
houn,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Clowney,  Coles,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Goode, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  W. 
C.  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKehnAn,  Mercer; 
Milltgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck, 
Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Rhlgwoy,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Siade,  Soutbgate^  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  C. 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 88. 

Nats— ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andinews,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden^  Bouldhi,  Brod- 
head, Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
J.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claib6rne, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cusbman,  Davee, 
DeGraff,  Dix>mgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Pair- 
field,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock, 
J.  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond, 
Harrison,  Havrkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Huh- 
ley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  'T;  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson, 
J.   Johnson,   N«  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,   Kilgore,  ' 


I 


Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  I^ewis,  Logan,A.Lsi- 
mis,  Lyon,  Martin,  May,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  lb' 
Clehan,  McClure,  McKim,  Mill^,  Montgomery,  Moos^ 
Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Ndbfe,No^ 
Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parraenter,  Paynter,  Pemjba^ 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pinmer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prciidi^: 
Reily,  Rbett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Shefier,  A.  H.  Shep^ 
C.  Shepard,  Shield^  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Spei»^| 
Stuart,  Tsylor,  Thomasj  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  T^i 
Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagoner,  Webster,  Weeks^  J.  WU 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  WiHiams,  J.  W. 
Hams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yell— 131. 

So  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  further  moved  to  ainal 
bill  by  adding  the  following : 

Provided^  however.  That  no  notes  shall  be  i 
aforesaid,  so  long  as  there  shall  remain  in  the  Ti 
available  l\xnds  applicable  to  the  prompt  payment  of 
debts,  after  reserving  one  million  of  dollars. 

Thia  followed  the  course  of  those  preTiously  offen^ 
ing  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays*- Yeas  102,  nayft  136^^ 
follows : 

YsAs-^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  Jolia 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bonfdin,  Briggi^ 

B.  Calhoun,   J.  Calhoon,   J.    Campbell,  W.  B. 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Cusfaing,  Darlington,  Daw«oD,!k^ 
Deberry,    Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  R. 
Fillmore,  J. '  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  W. 
Graves,  Grennell,  GriHin,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper, 
tings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hi)fiman,  Hopkins,  H.  Ji 
son,   W.   C.  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  V)^. 
Lyon,    Mallory,    Marvin,    S.  Mason,    Maury,  M 
McKennan,  Mrnefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  C.  Morris,  Ni; 
Ogle,  Patterson,   Peck,  Phillips,   Pickens,    Pope, 
Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,   Robertson, 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  U.  Shepperd,  C.  bhe] 
Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton, 
aferro,  Thompson,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J. 
E.  WhftUe^-ey,  L.  WillUms,  8.  Williams,  J.  L,  WUi 

C.  H.  Williiims,  Wise,  Yorke— 10«. 
Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 

Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden,  Brodhead, 
son,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,^CambreleDg,  Casey, 
ney.  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Conner,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  DaVee,  DeGrafli 
goolc,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  I.  F 
Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  6i 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkifts,  Ha; 
Holiey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley^  W.  H.  Hunter,  Inj 
T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jacksoti,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lea 
Lewis,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McJ 
R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKkm,  Mi 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  MohleDl 
Murray,  Noble,  Ndyes,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  fuw^ 
Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plomer,  PoHJ 
Pi'att,  Prenti«s,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richanlson,  Rivei^  »\tm 
Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spcno^r,  Stewart^  TayWr.lli^ 
as,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tbwns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Vasdend 
Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittleaey,  J.  « 
WilUams,  Worthington,  Yell— ISO. 

Mr.  SOUTHGATE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as] 
make  the  lowest  denomination  of  Treasury  notes  fifty  di 
lars,  invtead  of  one  hundred. 

Mr.  LEGARE  hoped  the  gentleman  would  coDseal 
modify  his  amendment  by  inserting  $t5  instead  of  IS 
He  stated  a  case  of  hardship  which  had  occurred  in  M 
bama,  in  support  of  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Virginia,  protested  against  the  amew 
ment,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  if  we  were  to  have  a  Govemnei 
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|Mi|)er  earrency,  he  was  for  bringing' down  the  denomina- 
liMs  of  the  notes  not  only  to  $50,  bat  at  once  to  $3  and  to 
|l^.  Let  the  laborer  have  the  benefit,  if  there  was  any,  as 
veil  tf  the  capitalist  .and  the  aristocrat ;  he  hoped  the  df«mo- 
Miliof  the  **  democracy  of  numbeTS*'  wonld  unite  with  him 
diving  the  advantage  of  this  new  money  to  the  "bone 
lid  ninew"  of  (be  coa!ntr3r< 

tfr.  CAMBKBLENG  objected  to  making:  the  denomi- 
Utiooles  than  $100.  He  protested  against  making  the 
■Mlit  of  the  Government  a  currency. 
Lilr.  WHITTLG^EY  adverted  to  the  law  which  enabled 
man  to  enter  a  tract  of  forty  acres  of  land  ;  the  price 
viiicli  was  jast  $50.  Her  urged  the  hardship  of  de- 
such  a  settler  of  the  benefit  of  paying  for  his  land 
eronient  currency,  and  compelling  hini  to  pay  down 
gsid  and  silver  under  the  specie  circular,  while  the 
'  ~iy  upecalator  eooUI  pay  in  Treasury  notes.  If  the  gen- 
in  from  New  York  would  come  to  the  West  and  ad- 
iiooesacli  a  doctrine,  he  wotild  soon  have  such  convincing 
ijiiBMOti  spplied  to  hitn  astrould  quickly  work  a  change 
jf^ion  in  him  on  this  point. 
I  Mr.  80UTHGATE  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to 

^$95,  instead  of  $100,  aff  the  lowest  amount  of  aiiy 
iry  note. 
:  Ttiis  a&endment  was  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays  <  Yeas 
KbsjsISO,  asfollpws: 

Tiis — Messrs.  Beirne,  Bond,  Boon,  Briggs,  Bynum, 
» Cilhoon,  John  Campbell^  William  B:  Carter,  Casey, 
Ikobers,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Child%  Clark,  Corwin, 
Mg,  Crockett,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Ewing, 
■ac  Fletcher,  J.  Gariand,  R.  Gariand,  Gholson,  Glas- 
Kkf  Goode,  James  Graham,  Wm.  GrAhami  Grantland, 
^es,  Halsted,  Harper,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Herod,  R. 
it  T.  Hunter,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
Mier,  Legare,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  A.  W^  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Uloty^  Martin,  May,  Meltim,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
finigomeiy,  C.  Morris,  Murray,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck, 
Sekeos,  Rencher,  Rhett>  Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rives, 
Robertson,  Ramsey,  Ruwell,  A.  H.  Sbepperd/C.  Bhep- 
n}»  Bhields,  Sibley,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer, 
(uly,  Stone, Taliaferro,  Underwood,  A.  8.  White«  John 
^to,  Elisha  WhitUeMy,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Wil- 
loi,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell— 88. 
Nirs— Messrs*  Adams,  Alexander,  Hemali  AHen,  J. 
^'  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beat- 
\  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
tehanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Ciliey, 
fe^elaod,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cranston^  Curtis,  CuSh-, 
t  Cuahinan,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  Davies»  De- 
nS^  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Everett,  Farrington, 
difield,  R..Fletcher,  FlUmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Grant, 
f^t  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
syaea^  Hoffman,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
ttUey,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jaekson,  J.  Jack- 
et N.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingen- 
Mth,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Ma- 
li) S.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay,  R.  McClcUan, 
•  NeCleUan,  McClure,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Miller,  Moore, 
^ofH^B,  W.  Morris,  MOhlenberg, Naylor,  Noble,  Noyes, 
*^a»  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmcfnter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
*rikin,  Phelps,  PhtUipa,  Plamer,  Pottsi»  Potter,  Pratt, 
reotiM^  Bariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reily,  Sawyisr,  Ser- 
»ntt  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Stewart,  Strattbn,  Taylor, 
homts,  Thompson,  Titus,  Toucey,  ToVns,  Tumey,  Vail, 
Mjdsrveer,  Wagoner,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey, 
W.  WUIiams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Worthingtun,  and . 
orke— 181. 

Mr.  SOUTHGATE  then  moved  to  insert  $50,  in  place 
^  1100,  as  the  lowest  amount 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  upon  this  motion  of  Mr. 
'•  stood  as  follows:  Veas  140,  nays  81,  viz : 
VxAB— .Mesars;  Alexander,   J.   W.  Allen,   Anderson, 


Andrews,  Belme,  Bond,  Boon,  Boaldin,  Briggs,  Bronson, 
Bruyn,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  J.  Campbell,  W.  B. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chflpman,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Coshman,  Davee,  De- 
berry,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Ewing, 
Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  JameA  Garland,  Rice 
Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Goode,  Jas.  Graham,  Wil- 
liam Grahanf,  Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grenncll, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Halsted,  Hammond,  Harlan,  Harrison, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Hayneij,  Henry,  Herod,  ^ 
HolTman,  Holt,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,'  Jabez  Jack- 
son Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  William  C.  John- 
son, Kilgore,  Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Martin, 
Abra.  McClellan,  McKim,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Parmenter,  Patterson,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Potter,  Prstt,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richard;$on, 
Ridffway,  Rives,  Robertson,  Ramsey,  Russell,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  C.  Sbepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith, 
Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Titus, 
Towns,  Underwood,  Vail,  Webster,  A.  S.  White,  John 
White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  WilUaros,  Wise,  Yell— 140. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Athocton,  Ay- 
cfigg*  Beatty,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Borden,  Brod- 
head,  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Cilley, 
Coles,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davios^ 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Everett,  Farrington,  R.  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Hawes,  Holsey,  Hopl^ins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  N.  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmitb,  Logan,  A* 
Loomis,  James  M.  Masop',  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay, 
R.  McClellan,  McCIure,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  S.  W. 
Morria,  Naylor,  Noble,  Owens,  Parker,  Paynter,  Pearce, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Plumer,  Potts, 
Prentiss,  Reed,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shefier,  Stewart, 
Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Toucey,  Tumey,  Yanderveer, 
Wegener,  Weeks,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  Worthington,  Yorke— 81. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERCER,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  word  *'  ten,'*  before  **  millions,"  and  in- 
serting "seven ;"  so  as  to  make  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
seven  millions. 

-The  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays :  Yeas  101, 
nays  12d,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Briggs^ 
Wm.  B.  Caihoun»  John  Calhoon,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Cham- 
bers, CheathaQ)«  Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cur- 
tis, Gushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberiy,  Den- 
nis«  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Graves, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Ha^es,  Henry,  Herod,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer, 
Henry  J^ohnson,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Lincoln,  Andrew 
W.'Loo.mia,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury, 
Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Calvary 
Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearc^  Peck, 
Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway, 
Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine 
H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Sbepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaierro, 
Thompson,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Wilhams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  and 
Yorite— 101. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Bicknell,'  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bron- 
son, Bruyn,  Buchanan,   Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Timothy 
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J.  Carter,  Cafley,  Chaney,  Chapman,  CiUey,  Claihome, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cusbman, 
Davee,  DeGraflf,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  EdwarJa,  Farring- 
ton,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  James 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Granthind, 
Grant,  Gray,  Hafey,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  HoUey,  Hol^  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Win. 
H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kem- 
ble,  Kilgore,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Arphax- 
ed  Loomis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Mattin,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McCIure,  McKim,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samoel  W.  Morris,  Muh- 
lenberg, Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par- 
menter,  Pennybacker,  Pctrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter, 
Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rcily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Shdffer, 
Sheplor,  Smith,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Worth ington^  and  Yell — 120. 

Mr.  LEGARK  moved  to  amend  the.bill,  so  as  to  reduce 
the  maximum  of  interest  upon  the  Treasury  notes  from  six 
per  cent,  to  two  per  cent. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  n^ys,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YKAs--Messrs.  John -W.  Allen,  Boon,'  Bouldin,  Bruyn, 
John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
CbJlds,  CiHey,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crary,  Crodkett,  Curtif,  Cushing,  Dawson,  Da- 
iFite,  Dennis,  Duncan,  Dunn,  £lmore,  Ewing,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
Gholson,  <ylas(»ck,  Goode,  James  Graham*  Wm.  Graham, 
Grennel^  Griffin,  Hammond,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hubley, 
Ingham,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  Nath.  Jones,  Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Lyon,  Martin,  Montgomery,  Mathias  Moirls,  Cal- 
vary Morris,  Muhlenberg,  No'ble,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck, 
Petrikin,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pope,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  August.  H.  Shepperd,. 
Charles  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Thompson,  Towns,  Turney,  Underwood,  Wagener,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Yell— 99. 

Nats — Messrs:  Adams,  Alexander,  tifenlan  Allen,  An- 
derson, Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beatty,  Beime, 
Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsalt,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Wm.  B.  Cal- 
houn, John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Clark,  Coles,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  DeOraff^  Dromgoole,  Ed- 
wards, Everett,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fillmore,  Foster, 
Fry,  GciMup,  Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Haley, 
Halsted,  Harrison,  Henry,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
Klingensmith,  Lincoln,  Logan,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  James  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Max- 
well, McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McClare,  McKim,  McKennan,  Menefce,  Mercer,  Mitli* 
gan,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray, 
Nay  lor,  Noyes,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Payn- 
ter,  Pearce,  Pennybacker,  Plumer,  Potts,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reed,  Reily,  Rancher,  Rumsey,  Rus- 
sail,  Sergeant,  Shields,  Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spen- 
cer, Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Albert  S.  White,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  C.  H.Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yorke— 127. 

Mr.  RHETT  offered  an  amendment  combining  one  for- 
merly oflered  by  htm,  and  rejected  with  another  on  which 
the  House  had  not  passed  ;  but  it  was  pronounced  out  of 
Older. 


Mr.  R.  thereupon  moved  to  recommit  thit  bill  to  the 
Committe  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions  to  report 
a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  amendments  he  had  prc^inni); 
but  the  motion  was  rejected  without  a  count. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agredlng  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uniun  in  the  whoii 
amendments  to  the  bill  as  amended,  (being  a  subttilouoi 
of  the  House  bill,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Soctbsati'i  no- 
tion, for  the  Seuate*s  bill,}  it  was  decided  by  yen  aa^ 
nays,  as  follows:  Yeas  123,  nays  99. 

The  question  being  then  on  ordering  the  hill  to  i  tbiii 
reading,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Athertoo,  Beattji 
Boirne,    Bicknell,    Birdsall,    Boon,    Borden,   BooUi^j 
Brodhcad,   Bronson,    Bruyn,    Buchanan,  Bynum,  Im^ 
Calhoon,  Cambrekng,  John  Campbell,  Timothy  J.  Cv* 
ter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Crlley,  Claibome,  Clait,  Cim' 
land,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushmao,  Divee,  Ik 
Grafl^  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Fanington,  Fiir* 
field,  Foster,  James  Garland,.  Rice   Garland,  Ghclso^ 
Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,   Gray,    Haley,  Hiromon^ 
Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  HoT"! 
aid,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunler,  Ingham,  Tbomwll^ 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  JohuaM 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  ,  W.    Jones,    Kemble,   Kil|«i^^ 
Klingensmith,  Lawler,    Legare,    I^ead better,  IjogaD,  A<^ 
Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin;  Maxwell,  Mdbji 
Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClurs,  Mc 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  S.  W.  Morris,  Mohkal 
Murray,  Noble,  Noyes>  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Pi 
ter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,   Phelps,  Plomn 
Pope,   Potter,    Pratt,    Prentiss,    Rariden,   Reily, 
Richardson,    Rives,   Sheffer,    Sheplor,    Smith,    Sf 
Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turwg 
Vail,   Vanderveer,    Wagener,    Webster,    Wrekfc,  T. 
Whittlesey,  Jared  W.Williams,  Worthington,  Yell.-H  ^ 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Alien,  L 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  BriggN  W.  t.] 
Calhoun,  William  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers  CbeM 
tham,  Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Od4^ 
ing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis, Botfly 
Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  ftfi 
Goode,  James  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Graves,  GreooMi, 
Griffin,  Halsted,  Harian,  Harper,  Hastings,  Heoiji 
Herod,  Hotfinart,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  W.  C.  JoN 
son,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis^  Mallory,  Mint^ 
S.  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligtf^ 
M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pe»«^ 
Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rob«t| 
son,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Siic^ 
perd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Siadc,  Snyder,  Soollj 
jgate,  Stanly,  Stone^  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  ThonipaA 
Underwood,  Albert  8.  White,  J.  While,  E.  Whiitle«fi 
L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  WUliams,  C.  H.  Wit 
liams.  Wise,  Yorke^98. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  was  thereupon  read  a  third  time  and  paaed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half  past  8  o^dock. 

TujEsoAT,  Oct.  10. 
MEXICO,  TEXAS,  &c 

After  the  presentation  of  sundry  petitions  (indadingBer- 
eral  from  Alabama)  for  the  estdblisbment  of  a  nauooal 
bank. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of  j» 
terday  morning,  which  was  the  ^consideration  of  tbe  im 
lution  of  Mr.  Elmore,  of  South.  Carolina^  to  print  tei 
thousand  extra  copies  6f  certain  documents  lately  commuBi 
catcd  to  the  House  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stttt^ 
relating  to  negotiations  with  Mexico  concerning  ■  ce«ifli 
of  territory^  together  with  tbe  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
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Aduii,  which  wu  to  strike  out  the  particalanzation,  and 
leive  the  order  general^  so  as  to  include  the  whole  aeriea  of 
papers  concerning  onr  relations  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  WHrrTLSSBY  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in 
Older  to  divide  the  question,  so  as  to  exclude  the  reprinting 
of  what  had  been  before  printed  ? 

After  explanations  by  Mr.  ADAMS  and  Mr.  ELMORI!, 
Mr.  W.  perceiving  that  he  had  misapprehended  the  effect 
of  the  proposition,  withdrew  his  proposition  for  a  division. 

Mr.  £LM0RE  aaid,  that  from  tho  remarks  of  the  gen- 

Ibmtnfirom  Ohio,  [Mr.  Whittlssxt,]  as  well  as  those 

Dide  jesterdaj  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he 

rptroeived  that  an  impression  had  been  made  (hat  the  por- 

mi  of  the  correspondence  of  which  he  desired  a^n  e^tra 

;  mifflber  to  be  printed  had  been  selected  by  bimaelf.     Such 

yu  not  the  fact.     Tho  selections  were  made  in  the  office 

V  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  all  he  asked  was,  that  they 

ffcoold  be  printed  precisely  as  they  had  been  sent  to  the 

House.    The  House  had  reteived,  and  had  ordered  to  bo 

.iiinted,  two  distinct  sets  of  documenta— one  contained 

ina  correspondence  of  this  Government  with  the  minister  of 

ITniiy  touching  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this  Union  : 

[]%000  copies  of  this  are  ordered  to  be  printed.     The  other 

J>is  the  correspondence  of  this  Goyemment  with  that  of 

tiico,  touching  the  boundary  tine  between  Mexico  and 

United  States ;  and  also  touching  the  purchaf»e  of  Tex- 

then  a  part  of  the  Mexican  territory.  Now  Mr.  E.  did 
iksire  the  printing  of  an  additional  number  of  that  por- 
of  the  correspondence  which  related  to  the  true  boun- 
fine,  fixed  by  treaty  with  Spain  in  1819,  and  the  trea- 
both  in  relation  to  running  that  line,  and  also  respect- 
commerce  betv^een  the  two  countries ;  which  subjects 
were  kept  entirely  distinct,  both  parties  agreeing  to  consid- 
tt  them  separately,  and  make  them  the  subject  of  dis- 
tinct negotiations.  These  constituted  nine-tenths  of  the 
whole  macs  of  docoments,  and  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
«Hh  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union.  He  had 
*ndied  to  exclude  this  portion  of  the  correspondence  from 
kit  motion,  from  no  motive  conr^ected  with  the  gentleman 
ffMB  Maasaehnsetttf,  but  because  its  reprint  would  bo  a 
■eleif  expense,  would  make  the  document  massive  and 
Iw  fit  for  circulation,  and  would  bccasion  delay  in  tho 
printhig.  If  it  waa  true  that  the  South,  the  North,  and 
tt<  West  were  to  look  upon  the  Texian  question  as  one 
*bich,  m  fact,  and  as  declared  by  the  gentleman  from 
Hamchaaetts,  involved  the  contiiiaanco  of  this  Union, 
^  WIS  desirous  that  they  should  be  furnished  with  all  the 
^^otmatj  mformation  in  relation  to  the  subject  contained 
ID  the  papeni  he  had  indicated  in  his  motttm,  and  that  as 
"pc^ly  as  practicable.  If  the  geiitlemao  from  Masschu- 
>ett^  however,  thought  the  printing  of  the  whole  impior- 
teit,  Mr.  B'.  had  no  earthly  objections  to  it,  except  those  he 
^expressed  from  the  first;  but  he  wouki  readily  yield 
even  those  olijectioA»  to  the  desite  expressed  by  gentlemen 
lo  print  the  whole.  Ho  would  only  repeat,  thiftt  all  which 
m  on  the  question  of  annexation  was  contained  in  papooi 
nuned  in  the  resolution: 

1*he  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  said  something 
^  t  p»rt  of  the  correspondence  being  suppressed.  He 
(Mr.  B.)  can  only  say  that  the  suppression  has  been  made 
^where,  if  the  gentleman  is  light.  And  if  the  gentle- 
man  from  Massachusetts  desires  or  expects  to  have  the 
mppr^nod  portions  spread  before  the  public,  he  must  get 
th«m  into  the  possession  of  the  House  by  another  call,  be- 
fore this  House  can  have  them  printed.  An  order  to  print 
wnai  we  Have  not  i«  a  nullity. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  the  observations  of  the  gentle- 
inan  from  South  Carolina  had  not  removed  bis  objections 
^  the  printing  of  garbled  oxtract^  from  the  documents  re- 
*NT«I  to.  The  gentleman  said  he  had  not  himself  made 
^Meielections;  but  as  Mr.  A.  understood  the  matter,  the 
S^Uemtu,  in  his  Aotion  to  print,  excluded  just  so  much  of 


the  entire  correspondence  as  suited  his  own  purpose.  Of 
these  extracts  he  desired  to  send  out  to  the  country  ten 
thousand  extra  copies,  and  to  exclude  tlie  residue.  The 
gentleman  would  have  nothing  published  which  related  to 
the  question  of  boundary,  because  this  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question  ofthe  annexation  of  Texas.  But  it  had 
to  do  with  it — much  to  do  with  it ;  so  much,  that  the  prop- 
osition for  the  purchase  never  could  have  been  properly, 
made  to  the  Government  of  Mexico,  had  there  been  no 
open  question  of  boundary  between  the  two  Governments. 
It  was  that  very  question  which  gave  rise  to  the  question 
of  annexatiti^,  and  whieh  alone  could  authorize  it.  The 
quWion  of  boundary  ran  through  all  our  intercourse  with 
the  Government  of  Mexico,  from  the  moment  in  which  it 
was  first  agitated  until  this  day.  It  entered  into  our  trea- 
ties  with  mat  Government.  We  were  bound  by  treaty  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  run  tho  b'ne,  (said  Mr.  A.}  but 
wo  have  not  donf  it,  Bills,  indeed,  had  been  introduced 
into  Congress  ibr  that  purpose,  and  had  gone  to  their  se- 
cond reading,  but  there  had  arisen  this  agitation  about  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  and  the  boundary  after  that  could 
never  be  settled.  This  fact  showed  the  close  connexion 
between  the  correspondence  touching  our  treaties  about 
boundary,  and  that  of  the  question  of  annexation. 

One  of  the  matters  of  reproach  against  us,  on  the  part  of 
tho  Mexican  Government,  was  our  violation  of  faith  in 
regard  to  the  boundary  question.  And  why  had  we  not 
complied  with  our  solemn  engagement  to  appoint  commie- 
sionera  to  run  the  boundary  lino  T  What  prevented  ?  No- 
thing but  that  spirit  which  had  taken  possession  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  our  population,  that  sudden  and  violent  im- 
pulse, which  drove  them  on  to  get  possession  of  the  whole 
territory,  hi  any  expense,  perftis  aut  nefas,  by  treaty,  by 
invasion,  by  any  thing  that  would  effect  the  purpose. 
[The  SpxAKsn  here  interpoeed,  and  reminded  Mr.  A.  that 
his  renoarks  were  taking  too  wide  a  rangp.  The  question 
was  simply  on  the  printing.]  Mr.  Adaxs  said  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Elmoae]  had  taken 
a  similar  range  In  his  remarks.  [The  Chaid  said  that  the 
remarka  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  had 
reference  to  tho  printing.  There  would  bo  no  end  to  the 
debate,  if  it  were  once  suffered  to  extend  to  the  merits  of 
the  Texian  question  and  our  relations  with  Mexico.] 
Wbat^  (said  Mr.  Adams,}  am  I  not,  then,  to  be  permitted 
to  show  that  the  'argument  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  totally  fiiils  him  1  [The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (said  the  Si>XARxn)  cannot  now  discuss  the  pro- 
priety or  impropnefy  of  fixing  tho  boundary  between  Mex- 
ico and  the  United  States,  or  ofthe  annexation  of  Texas.] 
Well,  (continued  Mr.  Apams,)  I  say,  then,  that  tho  gen- 
tleman is  totally  mistaken  in  supposing  that  tho  corres- 
pondence touching  the  boundary  has  nothing  to  do  with 
that  of  annexation.  It  has  just  as  much  to  do  with  it  as 
the  other  portion  of  the  correspondence.  I  hope,  if  thero 
is  to  be  any  extia  printing  in  the  case  at  all,  we  shall  print 
the  wkote*  I  care  not  how  many  copies  you  order.  I  am 
willing^  that  a  hundred  thousand  should  be  printed,  or  as 
many  more  as  the  gentleman  desires;  but  let  justice  be 
done  to  all  sides,  by  printing  the  whole. 

The  gentleman  suggei^ts  a  further  call.  T  propose,  sir, 
to  make  a  further  call  Tho  call,  thus  fur,  has  been  im- 
perfectly answered,  f  do  propose  a  further  call ;  for,  a:> 
fac  as  I  know,  the  most  important  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence may  have  been  witliheld — suppressed.  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  has  the  advantugeof  me;  I  have 
not  seen  these  returns.  The  moment  ihey  came  into  tho 
House,  they  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  immediately  hur- 
ried off  to  the  printers.  I  have  not  been  to  the  printer's 
office  to  ransack  them,  and  to  see  what  portion  will  suit 
me.  He  states  the  contents  of  these  documents.  I  cer- 
tainly have  entire  confidence  in  any  statement  that  gentle- 
man may  make ;  but  still  I  had  rather  have  the  advantage 
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of  looking  at  the  papers  for  myself,  and  forming  mj  own 
judgment,  especially  when  be  has  an  interested  object  in 
making  his  statement.  I  trust  the  amendment  will  be 
adopted,  and  that  we  shall  got  the  whole  correspondence, 
and  not  partial  extracts. 

Mr.  OWENS  said  it  was  very  evident  that  the  object  of 
tlie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  wos  not  to  garble  the 
corrcspondenco,  or  to  suppress  any  thing  which  had  rela- 
tion to  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union.  All  he 
wished  was  to  separate  this  from  the  voluminoQs  matter  in 
which  it  lay.  To  obviate  all  ol>jections,  be  ^ould  propose 
to  ihe  gentleman  to  modify  bis  call,  by  adding  words  to  this 
effect:  << Together  with  any  other  matter  relating  to  the 
annexation  of  Texas  which  may  be  embraced  in  this  cor- 
respondence." 

Mr.  ELMORE  accepted  this  addition  as  a  modification 
of  his  /original  motion. 

Mr.  HOWARD  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations)  said  that  he  should  not  have  partaken 
in  this  debate,  but  with  a  view  to  the  correction  of  an 
error,  no  doubt  unintentional,  on  the  part  of  the  gentle- 
man from  MassachusettP,  [Mr.  Aoaxs,]  as  every  thing 
which  fell  from  that  gentleman,  on  the  subject  especially  of 
foreign  affiiirs,  was  of  consequenqe.  Mr.  H.  bogged  Uvat* 
gentleman  to  reflect,  and  see  wl^ether  he  had  not  forgotten 
a  provision  of  law,  when  he  asserted  that  no  steps  had 
been  taken  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  towards  run- 
ning the  Mexican  boundary  line.  [Mr.  Adams  disclaim- 
ed having  said  that  no  steps  had  been  taken.]  Mr.  H. 
said  he  only  desired  to  state  that  commissioners  had  been 
appointed  according  to  treaty,  and  that,  if  the  line  had  not 
boon  run,  the  fault  lay  with  Mexico^  and  not  with  this 
Government.  As  to  the  printing,  he  was  a  good  deal  at  a 
loss ;  for  he  had  not  read  the  documents,  and  did  not  there- 
fore know  wl)^ther  they  embraced  all  that  was  desirable  or 
not ;  or  what  it  was  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina desired  to  exclude.  He  was  completely  in  the  dark 
on  that  matter ;  but,  being  compelled  to  vote,  he  should, 
on  the  whole,  rather  vote  to  print  the  whole  correspon- 
dence, as  requested  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachn- 
setts. 

He  would,  howevpr,  observe  that  this  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  not,  in  his  opinion, 
calculated  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  can^e  to  wbi<;h 
that  gentleman  was  attached.  The  object  was  stated  to  be 
to  sprpad  useful  information  before  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  order  that  they  might  form  their  opinion 
on  the  Texian  question,  more  especially  within  the  next 
two  months,  prexious  to  coming  up  at  the  regular  session 
of  Congress.  The  proposed  publication  was^  in  fact,  in- 
tended as  a  virtual  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
from  the  decision  of  the  President.  In  that  view  he  was 
not  disponed  to  oppose  it,  though  he  thought  the  question 
was  to  be  pressed  prematurely — for  ho  was  sotisfied  there 
could  be  but  one  result  from  such  an  appeal,  and  that  re- 
sult would  be  of  a  character  inauspicious  to  the  gentle- 
man's witihes.  This  House  (^aid  .Mr.  H. )  is  divided  into 
three  parts  upon  the  Texian  question.  [Here  the  Chair 
again  interjK)sed,  the  debate  transcending  the  limit  of  the 
mere  question  of  printing.]  Mr.  H.  said  that  all  those  who 
were  friends  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  sliould  consider 
well  before  they  carried  the  appeal  now  contemplated  to 
the  people.  1'hey  should  consider  whether  they  would 
not,  as  he  believed  they  would,  thereby  place  the  adjnin- 
istration  on  impregnable  ground.  So  viewing  the  matter 
himself,  he  thought  this  appeal  to  the  people  injudicious 
on  the  part  of  the  mover,  nor  would  it  result  in  the  way 
gentlemen  hoped  and  ex[)ected.  Mr.  H.  ir'aid  he  had  made 
up  as  yet  no  defmite  opinion  on  the  Texian  question. 
Neither,  be  believed,  had  this  House  or  the  nation ;  and 
he  should  be  sorry  if  the  question  should  be  presented  pre- 
maturely to  the  people.     As  to  the  printing,  however,  he 


should  not  oppose  it :  he  would  vote  for  the  printing  of  i 
hundred  thouaaod  copies  if  gentlemen  desired  it 

Mr.  BTDDLE  said  he  h^  heard  nothing  to  wsmat  t 
departure  in  this  case  from  the  obvious  rules  of  juitice  nl 
good  faith.  It  would  aeem  as  if  the  object  were  to  eniMi 
gentlemen  to  print  and  circulate,  at  the  public  expesie^ 
eertain  extracts  from  public  documents  to  form  an  vfn- 
mentum  ad  hominem  against  the  gentleman  from  Miai- 
chusetts ;  at  least  with  a  view  to  ahake  his  infloence  vi&  i 
the  country  on  this  question,  by  alleging  that  en  mm  1 
former  occasion  he  ma^  have  adverted  to  the  powUlitj  4 
annexing  Texas  to  this  country.  ' 

Mr.  B.  was  far  from  believing  that  the  honorable  geotk* 
man  from  South  Carolina  had  in  view  to  misrepraient  iT 
to  create  a  false  impieaaion.  But  he  woukl  not  tnatlM 
opinion  of  any  one  whose  feelings  were  plainly  enli^  lu 
say,  in  presenting  what  favored  his  own  yiewi,  that  thai] 
remained  nothing  behind  to  explain  or  to  qualify.  UsH'^ 
impossible  lor  any  one  safely  to  make  such  a  general  ti» 
ment.  You  must  see  the  whole  letter — its  fall  scape 
driA,  in  order  JU>  ascertain  the  circumstances  nuder  w! 
it  was  written,  and  the  purpose  it  had  in  view, 
operate  on  the  hopes  and  fears  of  a  foroign  Power, 
striking  illustration  of  the  facility  with  which  a 
thus  introduced  for  a  special  purpose  qiay  be  tska 
the  context,  and  convey  an  impression  the  nverttS 
was  intended,  may  be  found  in  the  letter  just  laid 
tables  from  Mr.  I{nnt,  the  Texian  minister,  to  Mfr 
syth.  I  allude  to  the  passage  in  which  he  hiota 
at  the  sympathy  with  which  the  <*  crowned  heads"  of 
land  and  France  regarded  the  Texian  revolution. 

[The  Speak  SB  here  interposed  to  saj  it  waa  oatflf 
der,  at  this  time,  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  queatioa.  * 
B.  said  he  had  no  such  purpose.    His  object  waa 
to  illustrate,  by  reference  tq  a  particular  case,  how 
was,  by  taking  up  a  particular  paasi^ge,  and  fiavriof 
apart  from  the  context,  to  reverse  the  meal  puipoae  of ' 
writer.     The  Spsakk^  persisted  in  the  call  to  order.] 

.Mr.  B.  contended  that  the  matter  was  of  no  great 
ment,  as  it  only  enforced  what  must  be  admiusd 
(rue.     Every  one'  brought  from  the  courts  an  ion 
repugnance  to  this  taking  up  of  detached  passagci, 
equally  violated  the  popular  sense  of  justice. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  liad  been  remarked  that  if  the  gtnllei 
from  Massachusetts  felt  aggrieved,  he  might  bcr^ 
m  >ve  to  print  the  o^itire  documents.  In  other  wofd^ 
accused  was  to  be  subjected  to  the  very  iocooTeni 
from  which  the  accuser  sought  to  escape.  What ' 
avowed  ol^ect  of  circulating  these  papers  in  the 
form  1  That  they  may  be  portable  aiid  pass  rapitJly 
the  country.  They  may  be  made  the  aubjects  of  p 
newspaper  paragraphs,  and  of  placards  wMch  be  who 
may  read.  And  the  accused  is  to  come  halting 
with  a  book  to  ask  a  patient  hearing  from  thooe  w1 
minds  are  preoccupied,  and  who  have  no  relish  for  t 
explanations.  It  might  as  well  be  said  that  there  wisl(| 
harm  in  casting  poison  into  a  spring  by  the  wajsi<i(i ' 
cauae  there  are  testa  in  the  chemist's  shops  by  which 
presence  may  be  detected.  There  were  so  many  moJct 
which  partial,  one-sided  views  of  a  subject  could  be  cir^ 
lated,  that  he  was  anxious,  in  the  deliberate  acttoa  of  iN 
House,  to  see  even  the  forms  of  justice  held  in  reveres^ 
.  Mr;  PICKENS  said  he  could  not  refuse  bia  adminiil 
to  the  generous  sympathy  manifested  by  the  genllcn^ 
from  Pennsylvania  who  had  just  taken  bis  seat  [Mr.  Bil| 
dlk]  for  his  di^inguishcd  friend  from  Massachuaett^  [^ 
Adams.]  We  were  toU  from  high  authority  that  "ch* 
ity  covereth  a  multitude  of  sins ;"  but  if  the  gcntleotf^ 
relied  on  this  to  cover  all  the  inconsistencies^  resl  or  Mp 
posed,  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  MassachufatU  'J 
[Here  the  Sasakkr  interposed.]  Mr.  Pickkvs  then  laH 
his  friend  from  South  Carolina  had  not  made  thcae  *'es 
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leti,*"  be  bad  taken  them  in  the  nhape  in  which  they 
pDe  to  the  Hoase  from  the  Stote  Department  He  had 
lide  DO  interpolations  or  curtailmenta :  all  he  wanted  was 
itt  the  ioformation  sought  should  go  extensively  into  the 
sneNioD  of  the  American  public.  •  He  bad  accepted  the 
Hdificstion  proposed  bj  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
^wuri,]  and  thus  met  any  reasonable  oljection  which 
iwU  be  orged  by  the  gentleman  Irom  Massarhnsetts.  Tf 
|m  wai  any  one  question  in  regard  to  which  the  public 
«e  deeply  interested,  it  was  this.  The  argument  of  the 
pntlnnto  from  Pennsylvania  was  out  of  place.  His  col- 
Mgoe  bad  no  mean»  narrow,  miserable  design  of  making 
B  ime  ad  hamtnem  before  the  public.  No :  he  bail 
i^r,  nobler  objects  iff  view.  His  call  looked  to  those 
nrt  tnd  weighty  questions  which  were  agitating  the 
isle  oooDtiy,  and  which  must  ultimately  come  before  the 
Im  far  decision.  Was  it  wrong  to  desire  that  the  peo- 
iethooU^  be  fully  informed  in  regard  to  themi  and  that 
9S  deep  lestiment  entertained  by  freemen  on  such  a  sub- 
pibouideome  back  in  all  its  power,  and  act  on  their  ro- 
ves on  that  floor  1  These  were  the  objecU  of  his 
fos;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that,  in  it»  amended 
tbrrs  ought  not  to  be  the  alightest  objection  to  this 

ADAMS  said,  the  gentleman  from  South  Qarolina 

tbs  aneodment  moved  by  the  gentleman  ftom  Geor- 

r.  Ovsas]  is  identical  with  mine^  and  proposes  to 

aoeept  it.    This  circumsianoe  furnishes  such  an  ex- 

sS  the  dlso-iininative  powers  of  the  gentleman  from 

Carolina,  that  it  is  an  additional  warning  to  me  to 

to  my  own  amendment.     He  imputes  to  me  the 

of  the  gentleman  Irom  Georgia.     I  must  dis- 

it 

8LAD£  said  he  was  unable  to  discover  any  ade- 
sr  at  least  any  juetiiiable  motive  on  the  part  of  the 
horn  South  Carolina  in  deairing  to  discriminate 
QwtioQ  to  print  a  particular  part  of  this  eorrespond- 
m  tbe  residue.  'J'he  answer  of  the  ^President  cor- 
i  (o  the  call  of  the  House.  Tbe  House  had  al- 
wdered  ibe  printing  vf  10,000  copies  of  the  commu- 
Wbat  good  motive  could  there  novi;.be  in  reprint- 
»ty  t  part  of  it  1  Why  did  gentlemen,  after  calling 
|be  Eiectttive  for  certain  information,  desire  to  with- 
*  put  of  it  from  the  people  1  If  there  was  ja  good  rea- 
^ibe  eall»  why  WM  not  the  whole  answer  to  be  pub- 
^  Mr.  8.  was  cooipelled  to  conclude  that  there  must 
le  ipeeial  reason  •  for  so  extraordinary  a  course.  It 
ttid  tbat  the  modification  auggeaied  by  tbe  gentleman 
^^igia,  and  accepted  by  the  mover,  included  all  that 
'  to  the  Teiian  question,  and  what  more  did  gentie- 
Mat  1  True ;  but  who  was  to  determine  what  por- 
if  tbis  correspondence  did  relate  to  the  question  ? 
Clerk  of  the  House  1  Mr.  8.  would,  not  trust  that  se; 
^tb  him.  Was  a  C4)mmittee  to  be  appointed  to  do 
That  coune  would  he  very  unusual.  There  most  be 
noiivs  for  the  pertinacity  nlanilested  in  this  matter 
did  not  meet  the  eye.  It  might  be  personal  towards 
pQtisman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr  Adams;}  if  so, 
8.  woqU  stand  by  him  and  6ght  lor  him  to  the  last. 
wbule  eorrespondence,  for  what  be  oould  tell,  mighl 
l^to  the  annexation  question.  He  -knew  nothing  about 
Tbb  be  knew :  the  whole  correspondency  embracing 
PjjiKikioQa  of  boundary,  of  treaty,  and  of  anneiatioii, 
psUeonUmporaneeusi  and  he  could  not  tell  hew  they 
g^^  interioeked  together.  Ho  asked  gentlemen  to 
Mtf  how  the  henoraUe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
Pm  10  lebtion  to  this  matter ;  and  to  cratily  his  wiabes 
[VJ^og  i  view  of  the  tvbole  case.  Were  gentlemen  de- 
P|M  sf  sending  to  the  people  two  distinct  versions  of  the 
nKtl  Wat  this  to  be  done  for  tbe  pitiful  saving  of  the 
Jp  ^  woqU  QOflt  to  priut  a  few  more  pages  1  Was  one 
*«r>  6  s  nelgbbora  to  get  tbe  wMe  eomspondeiicey'aod 
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another  to  get  only  a  part  ?  If  there  was  a  good  reason  for 
printing  the  first  10,000  copies,  there  was  equal  reason  for 
printing  the  second. 

•  Mr.  BRIGG6  reminded  the  House  that  tbe  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Elmorx]  bad  said  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Aiiaxb's  amendment ; 
end,  if  so,  why  all  this  waste  of  discussion  1  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  accept  it  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  ELMORE  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  THOMPs^ON  said  he  had  risen  to  ask  bis  colleague 
to  accept  the  amendment  of  ihe'gentleman  from  Massachu' 
setts,  and  print  all  the  papers.  He  had  not  read  them  him- 
self. There  was  no  man  in  whose  judgment  or  fairness  he 
would  more  confide  to  make  the  selection  than  bis  friend 
and  colleague.  But  it  was  enough  for  him  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  whose  consistency  and  feelings  . 
were  involved,  desired  the  whole  to  be  published.  He 
would  not,  under  »uch  circumstances,  refuse  to  print  any 
thing  which  he  (Mr.  Adams)  thought  necessary  to  his  de- 
fence, however  voluminous  the  matter  might  be.  Nay, 
mnre,  he  would  not  that  the  slightest  suspicion  of  trick 
should  attach  to  his  colleague,  nor  any  other  friend  of 
Texas.  No :  he  would  have  more  respect  for  tbe  opinion  of 
any  one  member  of  Congress,  even  although  that  one  mem-, 
ber  should  be  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Slass,] 
and  that  is  surely  stating  a  strong  case. 

Mr.  T.  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  tho  gentleman 
from  Maryland  object  that  it  was  appealing  from  the  Pres- 
ident to  the  people.  Mr.  T.  had  seen  so  many  strange 
things  of  late,  as  almost  to  have  attained  the  nil  qdmirari^ 
in  politics  at  least.  But  H  did  sound  strangely  'in  his  ear 
to  hear  a  leader  of  the  great  democratic  republican  party 
object  to  an  appeal  from  the  Executive  upon  a  great  ques- 
tion to  tbe  democracy  itself.  It  was  still  more  strange, 
coming  from  a  friend  of  *'  tbe  illustiious  chief,"  who  daily 
made  such  appeals  from  Congress  to  the  people :  one  good 
turn  deserves  another.  It  was  now  our  turn  to  appeal  from 
the  President  to  the  people. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  resolution,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

EXPRESS  MAIL  POSTAGE. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  requiring  postages 
to  be  paid  in  advance  on  all  letters  sent  by  the  express  mail, 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  ADAMsi  objected  to  tbe  form  in  which  the  measure 
came  to  the  Houft,  contending  that  it  ought,  regularly,  to 
be  tbe  suliject  of  a  bill,  and  not  of  a  joint  resolution.  It 
was  a  matter  of  legislation,  and  laws  were  to  be  enacted  in 
the  form  of  bills  and  not  of  joint  resolutions. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  said  be  would  like  to  hear  a  satisfactory 
reason  for  tbejwssage  of  this  joint  resolution.  7'bere  bad 
been  no  report  on  the  subject  from  the  Posynaster  General, 
who,  on  the  contrary,  had  expressly  stated,  in  his  report  ta 
Congress,  that  there  was  no  need  of  any  legislation  in  hia 
Department.  There  would  be  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience 
in  carrying  the  reeolution  into  effect ;  and  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  very  vexatious  results.  It  would  nqt  be  in- 
stantly known  to  be  the  law,  and  .meantime  great  embar- 
rassments would  arise.  And  it  would  familiarixe  tbe  post 
ofiicera  with  the  detention  of  letters  and  prying  into  them, 
in  order  to  aaceriain  from  whom  they  came.  Vnlesa  there 
were  good  and  eatis&clory  reasons  given  for  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution,  he  really  hoped  it  would  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  BRIGG8  answered  some  of  theee  oljections.  The 
letters,  if  dropped  in,  not  paid,  and  marked  express  mail, 
would  of  course  be  forwerded  by  the  common  mail.  There 
could  be  no  such  detention  as  had  been  alluded  to.  The 
resolution,  if  adopted,  would  save  a  great  many  doUsrs  in 
the  payment  of  letter  postage  by  persons  not  at  ail  inter- 
ested in  what  they  pay  for.  Members  of  Ccogreasw  par- 
ticularly, sufSered  by  the  present  state  of  things.  Not  many 
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days  tgo  •  Smator  bad  told  him  that  hit  dailj  pottago  by 
txprem  mail  waa  often  larger  in  amooot  than  bia  per  diem 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  refer 
the  joint  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roadfi.  "'     ' 

1'be  SPEAKER  rpmarked  that,  by  a  rale  of  the  House, 
all  action  by  any  other  committees  than  thoae  of  the  Judi< 
ciary,  the  Ways  and  Meana,  and  Elections,  bad  been  sus- 
pended for  the  present  session. 

Mr.  CONNOR  alladed'to  some  of  the  troubles  at  pres- 
ent experienced  by  the  mistake  of  people  as  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  franking  pfWUege  to  letters  by  exprees  mail, 
^.  He  thiHight  ttie  revenue  arising  to  the  Department 
wbuld  be  benefited,  rather  than  Impaired,  by  the  adoption 
of  thb  resolotion^' 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  hoped  the  subject  would  not  lie  act^ 
upon  without  due  investigation.  The  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution would  produce  great  ambenassment  in  the  business 
arrangements  of  mercantile  men,  as  to  the  opening  of  post- 
age sccounts  in  certain  cases.  If  there  was  any  necessity 
lor  acting  on  the  subject  at  the  prevent  session,  be  thoucht 
it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Po^t  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  even  if  the  ruin  allutled  to  should  be  sus- 
pended, to  permit  such  a  relerence.  If  not,  Mr.  P.  was 
in  favor  of  laying  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  modified  his  mo- 
tlon  so  as  to  propose  a  reference  of  the  bill  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole.    . 

Mr.  CU8HING  alluded  to  yet  another  practical  difficul- 
tj  in  the  proposed  scheme.  It  lup|iened  frequently  that  the 
express  mail  started  at  nnseasonable  houm,  when  it  would 
be  impossible  to  pay  the  postage  of  letters,  for  the  want  of 
clerks'  attendance  at  such  hours.  The  object  of  the  express 
mail  was  expedition,  and  this  object  would  be  defested  by 
the  resolution ;  and  tlie  reyenue  accruing  from  the  express 
mail  wobkl  be  materially  diniininhed. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  was  opposed  to  the  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  If  refered  at  all,  he  hoped  the  rule 
would  be  suspended,  and  the  reference  be  made  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Wii.LiAiiB*s  motion  to  commit  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  said  the  House  was  legislating  with- 
out that  sort  of  information  on  the  subject  which  should  be 
the  basis  of  all  legialation.  No  petition  had  come  up  from 
the  people  on  the  subject,  nor  any  communication  from' the 
public  oflicers.  The  House  was  legislating  for  itself;  the 
principal  argument  in  favor  of  the  resolutiun  under  debate 
being  the  imposition  of  triple  postage  on  letters  receiveit 
occasionally  by  members  of  Congress.  The  express  mail 
had  not  been  long  enough  establiahed  to  have  (air  play, 
and  be  fully  under«tood.  It  had  better  be  tested  yet  fur- 
ther. * 

Mr  G.  objected  to  the  arguments  in  support  of  the  reso- 
lution. He  thought  the  troubles  that  would  ariee  from  its 
adoption  were  more  than  enough  to  cxMinterbahtnce  those 
springing  from  the  present  state  of  things.  There  was  no 
pro|ier  information  on  the  subfect,  and  legislation  was  not 
called  for  in  relation  to  it.  Mr.  6.  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  oonsidrration  of  the  joint  resolution  until  the  first 
Monday  in  December  nest. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that  (here  was  not  now  time 
to  go  off  upon  other  subjects  than  those  pertaining  to  the 
financial  concerns  of  the  country.  He  therefore  demanded 
the  previous  question. 

This  moUon  was  seconded  by  a  vote  of  88  to  63,  and  the 
main  question  [on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  thiid  reaiiing] 
was  carried  without  a  division!  and  the  joint  resolution 
being  then  raid  a  third  time,  ttb^  pmiTtl  and  returned  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  now  moved  tor  the  ordars  of  the 


THE  SUB-TREASURY  BILL; 

And  the  House  went  into  Cammittee  of  the  Wbde< 
the  state  of  the  Union^  (Mr.  Bicitb,  of  Maine,  ii  Ai 
chair.) 

Mr.  PICKENS  moved  to  take  up,  first,  the  8niile1| 
for  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositariei^  b  c«H| 
cases,  on  public  officers. 

Mr.  LEGARE  strongly  objected  to  takiof  npthblilt 
preference  to  other  bills  on  tlie  table,  as  beinf  likely  ti^ 
struct  and  impede  the  transaction  of  businesi  whickitii^ 
necesssry  for  the  "House  at  onoa  to  act  upon.  j 

'i1)e  House  divided  upon  Mr.  Picksxs'b  motioa,  ail 
was  carried,  100  votes  to  80. 

The  bMI  was  then  read  through. 

Mr.  PICKENS  rosp  and  said,  that  notvitbittBdi 
labored  under  painful  indisposition,  yet  be  kit  kooaij 
present  bis  views  upon  the  interesting  and  ahsoiiipf  i 
tions  connected  with  the  bill  on  the  talde :  but  be 
sure  the  committee  that  he  wouU  eoonomiis  in  i 
much  as  possible. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  P.,}  we  have  heard  much 
upon  the  distrai^es  sud  embarrassments  that  pervidel 
classes  of  our  commnnlty,  and  I  confess  I  have  kmdl 
complaittta  with  the  deepest  and  mo^t  profound  i 
sympathy.     1  trust  I  have  felt  as  an  AmsricaD 
feel  on  such  an  ocrai*ion.     A  stMnger,  unacqotiatotfj 
our  peculiar  fitrm  of  Government,  might  be  trd  M 
on  hearing  the  cries  for  relief  that  have  come  uptoj 
all  quarters  of  this  land,  that  we  had  nothing  to 
speak  and  to  proclaim  peace,  prosperity,  and  odbm 
to  an  excited  and  divided  community;  bat,  dr,  I 
duced  to  believe  that  that  Government  is  the  frcertvl 
the  farthest  removed  from  those  individual  punuit^j 
those  individual  occupations,  thst  belong  rithcr  le 
or  U>  classes ;  and  that  the  less  we  interfere  with  tb« 
cerns,  the  more  contented  and  the  more  piveperMi' 
the  people  he. 

I  have  also  been  induced  to  beliava  that  it  it  one  ( 
peculiar  features   of   the   federal   constitution,  tint 
Government  was  formed  principally  to  conduct  oafj 
eign  inrercouTse  with  the  nstitms  of  the  earth,  uA' 
pare  us  to  defend  ourselvea  fiom  foreign  invaiioo, 
resist  foreign  aggression ;  and  that  local  interretii^l 
pursuits^  whether  connected  with  commerce,  maoi 
or  agriculture,  ware  almost  entirely  left  to  iIkm  ten 
divisiens  over  which  separate  and  independent  Goverai 
bold  their  sway.     I  protest  against  this  mi^kni  * 
which  has  been  introduced  so  exieneively  into  thM< 
within  the  last  fifteen  yean^  and  which  tcacbcf 
sections  of  this  community -to  look  up  to  ths  boeni 
favoraof  thia  Government  with  more  eagemespaaili 
than  do  the  fsrmers  of  our  land,  under  a  burDiogfld 
sun,  look  for  the  coining  shower  to  bless  and 
parched  and  withering  flelda  of  grain.     I'hr  coi 
of  all  this  is  to  introduce  that  servile  dependence 
Government  which  is  utterly  at  war  with  the  oetofc 
institutions  and  the  integrity  of  man.     Sir,  I  ^^] 
distresses  of  my  country,  and  I  trust  I  shall  ever  iBaj 
ought :  but  there  are  constitutional  limitations  to  thii 
eminent  that  forbid  the  idea  of  carrying  oat  thorti 
thies  which,  though  they  ever  beUiog  perbepe  ^ 
ous  natures,  yet,  it  habitually  put  into  practice,  pr<" 
much  inju:*tici»  and  pressure,  and  not  unfrrqueoil; 
than  they  ever  avoiil.     Any  other  doctrine  woqU  ~ 
lute  our  poor  and  frail  judgmenta  in  place  of  tbet  i 
and  inatinct  which  belong  to  every  individoal  is 
and  prompt  htm  to  pursue  whatever  is  l«Bt  sod  o^^ 
able  f«ir  his  happiness  and  pmsperi^.    Bu*  let  ike  T" 
ment  attempt  with  one  hand  to  dispense  favor  and  I 
and  the  inevitable  con.<«quance  is,  that  tbe  other 
stretched  out  but  to  be  felt  in  Its  pressure  and  iheT 
impossa.    Such  rtckleas  and  miaorablapolicr*'^^ 
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«fwt  the  Gofamment  into  one  great  insufance  office  for 
Itiioie  who  cboae  to  engage  in  the  mad  and  giddy  ca- 
ff of  tpeculation  and  extravagance,  kiatead  of  waiting  the 
urn  bat  eertmin  rewards  of  honest  industry.  Government 
a  so  nngic  power  by  which  to  create  wealth  or  to  bestow 
iVwaty  apoo  one  class  or  one  aeclbn,  unless  at  the  ex^- 
■Mofotheis. 

Vr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  disposed  to  trespass  upon  the 
Intioo  of  this  committee,  by  discussing  minutely  those 
itniM  questions  connected  with  currency  and  trade.     I 
iwHi  QiHierBtafld  the  sagacity  of  this  committee,  and  its 
iMud  eonimoo  senae,  to  detain  them  long  npon  those 
1  know  well,  sir,  that  for  a  man  to  discourse 
apOB  eorieocy,  trade,  and  commerce,  at  least  if  he  ex- 
to  command  the  attentii^n  of  this  body,  he  must  have 
'  cbncter  Air  experience,  and  be  blessed  also  with  a 
«li  igs.    Yes,  if  be  expects  to  entprtain  this  Houae 
tfuse  abitrose  questions,  he  must  6rst  put  on  the 
'  »ig"  and  •*  fair  top  boots, **  and  place  himaelf 
"tripod,"  and  talk  about  trade  and  commeice  be- 
waters,  and  in  another  hemisphere,  thirty  or  forty 
Such  a  man  would  bo  listened  to  as  a  aage, 
hdy  if  be  stepped  forth  as  the  advocate  of  some 
liMory,  or  if  he  ascribed  the  pravailing  embarrass- 
to  Mme  foreign  or  remote  cause,  or  declared  them  to 
to  causes  beyond  our  control ;  to  aumetfaing  that 
deeply  upon  the  community,  which  they  could 
fateiec  nor  avert !     If  one  were  to  proeiaim  the  doo- 
H  our  suffering  and  ruin  have  sprung  from  over- 
MB,  over-trading,  or  extravagance,  or  a  oombina- 
them  ill ;  or  if  he  were  to  say  that  many  a  man  had 
ht  to  bankruptcy  and  poverty  by  dashing  forth 
h  iod  four,  with  splended  damask  curtains,  brus- 
•nd  broad  mirrors,  upon  a  capital  la  reality 
three  hundred  dollars,  with  a  credit  of  thirty  thou- 
ihn,  he  woukl  advance  such  sentiments  bat  to  call 
ttpM  his  head  the  denunciations  of  the  wiae  in  this 
age  for  his  felly  and  his  madness !     But  while 
(Bsposed  minutely  to  touch  these  intricate  points, 
•ItOfether  overlook  them  without  a  passing  notioL 
isHDsdiate  causey  air,  of  our  distresa  arise  from  that 
i;item  of  credit  and  cunency  which  has,  for  the 
;<ir^  been  enlarged  ao  extensively  bpib  in  £ng- 
'^  'u  this  coQotrj.     In  England,  during  the  year 
*looe|  BO  leas  than  two  hundred-  joint-stock  banks 
';  the  influence  of  *which  was  deeply  felt,  firat 
cooDtxy,  and  then  in  this.     Vast  facilities  were  ex- 
lo  oar  capitalists,  while,  also,  they  reeeived  an  ex- 
of  the  credit  aystem  here^  connected  with  a  pecu- 
ire  in  our  afikira  during  the  same  period.     The 
of  the  United  States  was  about  to  wind  up,  or  was 
to  be  about  to  wind  up,  iieeonceriis.    For  twenty 
^  that  institution  held  a  control  over  the  currency 
ges  of  the  ooai#ry,  and  hundreds,  I  might  ai- 
*J  thoBiands,  of  other  institutions  were  created  in 
to  euppiy  the  demand  in  the  circulating  medium 
it  was  supposed,  would  ensue  uppn  the  decease 
bulk.    We  all  know,  too,  (I  refor  t6  these  things 
of  history,)  that  a  war  at  that  time  was  carried 
that  institution ;  and  that,  for  the  parpoee  of 
GouDier  interests  in  society,  the  depomtes  of  this 
t«nt  were  placed  in  local  institutions ;  and  that  these 
<^r  being  made  the  fiscal  agenttf'of  this  Gk>vem- 
with  an  immense  surplus,  were  expressly  encouraged, 
enjoined,  to  enlarge  their  circulation.     This, 
with  the  extended  credit  system  in  Great  Britain, 
long  poaea  which  had  engendered  confidence,  pro- 
iorge  investments  of  foreign  capital  in  our  stocks, 
^ftct  of  expanding  our  local  currency  and  credits, 
'  a  gigantic  system  of  speculation  and  amer- 
cer witneaeed  in  any  age  or  country  before.     1  do 
to  the  increased  amount  of  mere  issues  alone  \ 


but  the  hills,  checks,  and  other  substitutes  for  money  which 
these  banks  brought  into  circulation.  This  produced  a 
bloated  system  of  credit,  which,  with  the  apparent  prosper<* 
ity  of  the  times,  seemed  to  expand  and  place  unbounded 
means  within  the  grasp  of  almost  every  individual  member 
of  society.  He  seemed  to  breathe  a  new  atmosphere,  and 
gaze  alone  upon  the  splendid  fortune  that  glittered  before 
his  excited  imagination. 

This  system  has  one  remarkid>ly  peculiar  feature.  It 
grows  up,  is  fostered  and  nourished  uiider  free  institutions. 
But  there  ie  another  Mmarkable  principle  in  it,  that,  after 
it  has  spread  itself  into  aU  the  ramifications  of  society,  then, 
sir,  those  who  depend  upon  it,  and  are  deeply  identified 
with  it,  (althqugh  ab first  springing  up  under  free  institu- 
tions,) soon  become  disposed  to  lean,  for  aid  and  support, 
upon  any  Qovernment,  no  matter  how  despotic,  rather 
than  run  the  risk  of  a  shock  by  reform  or  revolution. 

The.  sKghlest  irregular  movement  of  the  Government 
must  necessarily  produce  an  electric  shock  in  this  deKeate 
and  vital  credit  system,  which  would  be  felt,  and  extend 
from  the  centre  to  the  circumference  of  all  society.  It  can 
only  live  under  a  free  Government,  as  for  removed  from  it 
as  posaible ;  and,  if  it  be  once  brought  into  oontaot  with  a 
lawless  Government,  it  must  either  fall  all  together,  or  lean 
upon  that  Government  for  protection  and  support,  and  be- 
come  intimately  identified  with  it.  Now,  I  am  about  to  re- 
fer to  something  which  belongs  to  the  history  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  which  has  happened  within  the  last  four  or  five 
years.  To  my  mind,  it  is  sn  example  not  to  be  disregard- 
ed, but  presents  a  lesson  of  profound  wisdom,  whidh  no 
one  can  reflect  upon  without  profit '  The  war  made  upon 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  aeixure  of  the  pub- 
lic depositea*>a  seixuTe  without  law—^iauaed  local  institu- 
tions to  spring  up  like  mushrooms,  under  the  fostering  care 
of  an  all-powerfol  hand  here,  dispensing  distinction  and 
patronage  and  wealth,  until  all  society  became^  as  itwersb 
dependent  upon  his  will  and  movements.  Let  no  man  be 
induced  to  create  the  same  state  of  things  again,  when  a 
bold  and  daring  genius  may  be  tempted  to  run  the  aame 
career,  and  bring  the  property  and  honeat  industiy  of 
the  country  nnder  the  will  and  mercy  of  him  who  may  give 
hfe  and  soul  to -this  Federal  Government.- 

This  confiict « produced  a  tremendous  shock,  and  even 
the 'banking  system  itself,  the  local  institutions^  created  for 
the  expreaa  purpoae  of  austaining  the  warfare  againat  that 
evenhadowiog  central  institution,  have  been  paralysed,  for 
a  time  at  least,  under  its  desolating  eflects.  And  hesa  I 
will  aay,  that  though  I  ever  believed  in  the  unconstitution- 
ality t>f  that  institution,  yet  these  who  made  war  upon  H 
never  could  have  auccceded  without  raising  up  powerful 
local  antagonist  intereats.  The  effect  of  that  war  was  felt 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  aagacioua  capitalists  in  stocks,  readj  for 
any  reault,  began  to  look  elsewhere  for  safe  inveatments ; 
and  hence  it  was  that  we  find  avch  extensive  investments 
in  real  estate,  to  the  amount  of  forty  millions  of  dollar^  in 
two  years  alone,  in  the  public  lands,  besides  upwards  of 
one  hundred  millions  in  other  real  estate  apaculations^  such 
as  town-  and  village  property,  dtc.  This  confiict  against 
credit,  deeply  affecting  currency,  waa  anticipated  by  capi- 
talists, who  preferred  risking  the  loss  of  somethmg  in  the 
high  prices  of  real  estate,  to  a  probable  loss  of  all.  It  waa 
at  least  investing  in  aomething  beyond  total  deatnietion 
from  an  arbitmry  Government 

Sir,  when  this  change  began*  and  the  capitalists  began 
to  contract  their  credit,  the  banking  inatitutions  of  the 
country  also  felt  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  eantraet  too. 
And  what  was  the  result  1  Why,  the  result  was  exsctly 
what  we  now  experience.- 

Approaching  this  juncture,  vix.  in  1836,  the  deposite 
set  was  paaaed,  to  be  carried  into  effect  in  1887.  I  waa  a 
supporter  of  that  law,,  air^  but  I  understood  it  at  that  time» 
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M  I  now  underatatid  it  to  be,  in  the  nature  of  a  Uill  for  | 
geoeial  account  and  aeUleroent  with  tiioae  institutions 
which  hs'l.  up  to  that  time,  leaned  upon,  and  been  sustain 
ed   by,  the  credit  and  fiscal  action  of  this  Government 
They  were  therefore  compelled  by  that  distributiotr  or  de- 
posite  act,  and  particularly  in  the  peculiar  manner  in  which 
It  was  executed,  to  come  to  a  general  account.    Their  p»- 
per  was  neceasarily  compelled  to  be  '*oonYertiUe"  paper, 
or  they  themselves  compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments. 
This  circumstance,  connected  with  our  immense  foreign 
debt,  and  the  demand  thereby  produced  for  specie,  or  its 
representative,  abroad,  brought  about  this  result;  that  is, 
brought  us  to  the  present  condition  of  the  country,  under 
a  general  suspeusaon  of  specie  payments  b]i^e  banks. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  say  here,  that  the  great  and 
radical  difiiculty,  and,  in  fact,  the  priosary  cause,  that  pro- 
duced the  present  state  of  things,  arises  from  the  peculiar 
cttrvrocy  which,  in  modem  times,  has  so  much  ext/Nkded 
itself  in  Great  Britain  and  in  this  country,  and  its  peculiar 
capacity  for  expanaion  and  contraction,  in  the  hands  and 
under  the  control  of  banks  and  bankers ;  and  particularly 
from  the  fact,  that  there,  as  here,  the  system  has  depended 
upon  and  been  so  deep^  identified  with  Government,  and 
its  financial  action,  for  support  and  extenaive  credit.  This 
is  the  real  and  radical  cause  which  has  produced  this  great 
shock  in  our  nBodem  banking  and  credit  system. 

8ir,  under  this  suspension  of  specie  psyments  the  Go- 
vernment is  found  in  a  peculiar  situation.     Under  the  law 
of  1816  it  can  receive,  in  payment  of  its  dues,  nothing  but 
gold  and  silver,  or  convertible  paper,  or  notea  of  the  then 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  the  latter  clause  became,  how- 
-  ever,  pracUcaliy  repealed  when  these  institutions  suspend- 
ed specie  payments,  thereby  making  their  paper  inconvert- 
ible.    Tben«  there  was,  in  lact,  ui^erthe  provisicmsof  the 
law,  an  immediate  separation  of  the  Government  from  the 
banking  institutions  ol  the  country.     Under  the  law,  the 
Government  could  not  talM  inconvertible  puper,  and  con  - 
vertible  paper  did  not  eiist  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other,  with  the  honorable  exception,  perhaps,  of  one  or 
two  banks  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  a  single  small  in* 
stitotion  ID  the  State  of  Ohio.     And  now,  sir,  the  great 
question  presented  to  this  committee  is,  not  whether  you 
will  separate  the  banks  from  the  Grovernment,  because  that 
is  already  done,  but  the  great  question  is,  whether  stod  how 
wa  shall  reunite  the  Government  and  tlie  banks.     Under 
this  view  of  the  case,  we  have  three  alternatives  -presented 
to  us: 

The  first  is,  to  reunite  ourselves,  or  rather  the  Govem- 
ment,  with  the  State  institutions,  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  connected  for  the  last  three  or  four  years.  . 
The  second  is,  the  proposition  creating  a  bank  of  the 
United  States,  a  national  institution  to  induct  the  finest 
operations  of  this  Government,  and  regulate  the  exchanges 
and  currency  of  the  country. 

The  third  is,  the  proposition  on  your  table,  sir,  to  sepa- 
rate the  Government  and  its  agents  from  all  banks  what- 
ever. / 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  first  proposition :  if  we  do  not  sepa- 
rate the  Government  from  the  banks  in  this  peculiar  junc- 
ture of  our  affiiirs,  we  never  can  separate  them.  The  sys- 
tem will  be  fixed  upon  us  forever,  and  we  compelled  tp  run 
the  same  round  we  have  done  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years  in  periodical  terms,  and  then  be  in  the  same,  or  worse 
condition— distracted  and  embarraaaed  from  one  end  of  the 
oountry  to  the  other. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  as  to  the 
r4>mparison  between  the  State  bank  aystem,  as  it  is  called, 
and  the  peculiar  policy  of  separating  the  Government  and 
its  agents  from  all  banks  whatever.  I  have  heard  too  much 
declamation  and  no  little  denunciation  of,  that  system, 
that  it  is  the  most  ontrageoua  proposition  ever  presented  to 
^e  Amedcan  people;  that  it  i%  in  fact,  a  Treasury  bank. 


Ye^  sir,  I  have  heard  much  declamation  oponthstiiAjR^ 
both  here  and  elsewhere,  (better  suited  to  newspipirpA 
tics  than  grave  legtsiation,)  but  1  confsss  to  yoa  tbmhl 
declamation  only  reminds  me  very  strongly  ol  the  daaipi 
lion  of  a  ceruin  grandiloquent  daas  of  poets  which  t  p» 
found  and  poUshed  ancient  critic  deacribes  as  swdltof- 

"  Incepiis  gravihui  plenimque  et  msgns  praiesib, 
lulsplenoc 


PurpttteuSi  Isle  qui  splei 
Assuilur  |)snnua.^' 


lest,  Unas  el  ataer 


It  is  not  pretended  that  this  system  is  peifaet,  hum 

you  cannot  preeent  any  system  to  the  people  thitiifti 

All  questions  upon  which  a  practical  Iegislab3r  it  caiMi 

act,  involve  more  or  lees  e  comparison  of  evih^  udiri 

must  not  adopt  anf  measure  as  perfect,  but  as  eaibnci| 

the  leaser  evil.     We  must  go  on  to  perfect  detaibiAvf 

esublishment  of  great  end  vital  principles.    It  iii  " 

pretended,  sir,  that  this  bill  invofres  no  patroBSgi:k( 

tainly  doee  to  a  degree.     But  the  question  is,    '   '   ' 

system,  or  that  of  emplc^ng  the  local  banks  asfiscdi 

of  the  Government^  containa  or  involves  the  BMMt 

age  1     Now,  open  that  pobit,  permit  me  here  to  i 

feel  myself  committed,  from  a  deep  and'.an  aoiioas; 

tion  upon  the  queation  heietofore.     The  qacttioBiil 

tween  the  power  and  influence  of  an  individoil,  uii 

power  and  influence  of  an  incorporated  bank.    Toldi 

that  a  bank  which  chooaea  to  go  into  the  politiQirfJl 

cosmtry,  with  its  power  to  extend  discounts  asdi 

modations  to  ita  friends,  and  refoso  them  toitii 

no  more  influence  than  an  individual,  is  to  teU  as' 

contradicted  by  the  daily  experience  of  every  msii; 

if  that  individual  have  millions'of  the  public  money  i 

possession  for  safe- keeping.     Sir,  the  one  syiten 

and  spreads  itself  bto  all  the  secret  and  bunDoaii 

of  society.     Hundreds  and  thousands  of  honoiabh^ 

high-minded  men  have  been  brought  to  degradttinl 

sycophancy  by  this  tremendous  anrt  almost  innaibls|eL 

1  have  seen  them  sround  their  domeatie  firesidci^  villi  il 

thing  apparently  lo  l>leas  and  gIsdUen  the  hwrtrfjj 

full  of  aadneas  and  gloom ;  while  even  thoee  wboim 

cdnfiding  and  devoted  partners  of  their  joys  sod  tbdf^ 

rows,  were  in  doubt  and  ignorance  as  to  the  onfl 

melancholy  and  dfl!)(etion. 

Sir,  this  system  is  as  hidden  as  the  air  we 
peaetratea  unseen,  but,  elas !  not  nnfeh,  into  the 
tired  scenee  of  society.  No  man  can  tell  upon  viiit| 
he  is  depending  when  he  looks  for  support,  aid,  sadt 
anoe  from  this  systtei.  No  man  can  tell  what  tbeuii 
of  his  neighbor  may  b»— what  hie  obKgatioot-^ 
ances  and  contracta,  that  swerve  him  from  lbs  prik^ 
depdndenee  and  rectitude.  Then  how  can  yoa  a^l 
such  a  system  as  this,  allied  to,  and  dependent  Qpoel 
emment,  has  less  patronage  than  that  which  laskcti^ 
dividual  responsible  for  whatever  public  funds  hi  i 
have  in  his  custody,  without  tNh  |iower  of  loaoiogj  «M 
the  power  of  dieconnting,  without  the  power  of  sceM 
dating  a  friend,  or  refusing  an  enemy,  ualesi  bs  de 
openly  to  incur  the  odium  and  penalty  of  crime  vai  i 
demeanor  1  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  qoeriion  li 
of  no  argument  so  far  as  the  question  of  pstroail 
concerned. 

But  I  have  said,  sir,  that  I  fell  myself  smaewbiK 
mitted  on  this  subject  In  48Sfi,  a  friend  of  inhel 
Yirginis,  (Mr.  Oordon,)  now  not  aniemberoftbi«fi< 
(and  I  will  here  take  occasion  to  say  of  him,  that  hi 
gentleman  who  would  have  done  honor  to  Virgieis  '* 
proudeat  days  of  glory  and  fame, )  preaented  the  vsry  I 
tical  proposition  to  this  Iloose  which  is  embrsced  h 
bill  on  your  table.  For  that  proposition,  sir,  Iihfsii 
I  acted  from  reflection,  and  from  a  oonacieDtioot  ^ 
tion  of  the  eflbcU  of  that  measure  to  bring  about  hil 
in  the  Government,  and  secure  the  indepsDdcaeed 
people.     True,  I  was  then  but  a  very  yenA^ 
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Hd  Init  for  a  few  weeks  taken  my  seat  in  this  Hoose ; 
M;  fir,  1  had  made  up  my  opinion  from  obserTation  and 
jpbetion.    AnJ  althoof h  young,  yet,  to  use  the  language 
Iplisd  to  another,  I  was  old  enough^ 
"  Actt  puentum  >uu  legere,  et  qua  sit  polertt  cognoscen  vlrtua." 
6ir,  I  had  formed  my  judgment  theti,   and  have  not 
ritlded  it  since.     On  the  contrary,  the  experience  between 
Iro  lod  now  has  only  tended  to  confirm  my  conviction. 
I  deiira  the  Clerk  to  read  the  proposition  and  the  vote 

"Tbs  question  recurred  on  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
psusv,  to  amend  the  said  hilt,  to  strike  out  all  thereof 
|iv  (be  eoacting  words,  and  inseit : 

"Thit,  from  and  afWr  the day  of ,  in  the  year 

the  collectors  of  the  public  revenue,  at  places. where 

collected  shall  not  exeeed  the  sum  of — —  doU 

|«  innom,  shall  be  the  agents  of  the  Treasurer  to 

■ad  disburse  the  same,  and  be  subject  to  such  rules 

angulations,  and  give  such'  bond  and  security  as  he 

prascnhe  for  the  faithful  execution  of  their  of^ct\ 

ibsll  receive,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  now 

by  law, per  centum  on  the  sums  disbursed  ; 

lat  it  does  not  exceeJ  the  sum  of dollars  per 

im. 

"Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  at  all  places 

Tie  the  amount  of  public  revenue  collected  shall  exceed 

•BB  of — -  dollars  per  annum,  there  shall  be  appoint- 

the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 

Senate,  receivers  of  the  public  revenue,  to  be  agents 

Trtasorer,  who  shall  give  such  bond  and  security  to 

iQi)  disburse  the   public  revenue,  and  be  subject  to 

roles  sad  regulations  as  the  Treasurer  shall  prescribe, 

•hall  receive  for  their  services  *— ^-  per  centum  per 

IQI  on  the  sums  disbursed  :  provided  it  does  not  ex- 

ihe  snrn  of dollars  per  anhum. 

Set  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 

^ day  of  ^.-^  the  whole  revenue  of  the  Uni- 

Slaies,  derived  from  customs  of  lands  or  other  sources, 
"he  paid  m  the  current  coins  of  the  United  States.'* 
M  rwived  88  votes. 

'•  Chairoaan,  it  was  not  my  destre,  nor  have  I  caused 

^  upon  that  proposition  to  be  read,  to  show  the  con- 

■""  or  inconsistency  of  any  hohorabie  member  of  this 

My  Bole_  and  entire  object  waa  to  prove  that  the 

WI  was  no  new  proposition,  and  that,  as  far  as  I 

^owmed,  it  is  the  very  identical  proposition  upon 

^  I  then  voted  coolly  and  deliberately.     I  have  no  de- 

•ir,  to  show  that  there  has  been  any  contradiction  on 

pvt  of  toy  gentleroan  on  this  floor,  or  that  there  has 

"toy  change  in  their  opinions^     It  is  with  neither  of 

»iews  that  I  had  the  proposhion  read.     I  wi|l  now 

a  paragraph  fronn  the  speech  vf  the  mover  of  the  pro- 

"%  made  at  the  time,  ti*  illustriting  the  views  under 

we  acted,  and  which  too  truly  portrays  v^hat  has 

Ittppeoed  since,  and  what,  I  fear,  we  will  again  see, 

JJ'' •ytwn  be  continued.     Mr.  Goitnoir  said : 

*There  is  another  consideration  which  has  induced  me 

w  this  amendment.     We  may  all  very  plainly  see  that 

•eonteirtfor  the  ExecuUve  office  is  th«  rock  on  which 

■•  permanency  of  this  republic  is  likely  to  be  wrecked. 

««  vehemence  of  this  contest  will  ever  be  in  propor- 

J  *e  Executive  patronage.     But  for  this,  the  office 

"  i^ve  no  allurements  but  for  virtuous  ambition ;  but 

tWi  concomitant,  it  exerts  an  influence  which  may 

*J  pfove  fatal  to  the  federal  part  of  our  aystem.     If 

*>  «H)t  separate  the  influence  of  the  Etectitive  from  the 

"^  sf  hanking  corporations,  we  shall  have  another 

^eny  on  the  subject  of  banks.     The  poliiical  will 

itoHed  with  the  money  power ;  the  contest  must  come ; 

■wl  eome.    You  will  witness  a  struggle  in  this  Capitol 

Mil  State  banks  and  federal  hanks;  and  the  combat- 

H*  Ibe  PresideiitV  chair  will  bs  found  «ontendiDg  in 


difierent  ranks  of  interest  and  influence,  whilst  they  mar 
the  peace  of  the  country,  and  shake  the  ptilara  of  the 
eonvtitutioQ.  Separate  them,  I  beseech  you,  represen- 
tatives of  the  American  people,  if  yno  wish  to  put  down 
this  fearful  contest  for  the  Presidential  chair— I  haxi  al- 
most aaid  Presidential  thrones-separate,  I  beseech  you, 
banking  and  politics.  Let  the  banks  facilitate  the  ex- 
changes of  commerse,  and  further  the  interest  of  trade ; 
but  let  them,  T  pray  you,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Go- 
vernment.*' 

The  predictions  of  my  fHend  have  been  fulfllled  to  the 
letter.  What  have  we  seen  1  You  brought  into  existence 
a  system  of  &)tate  banks,  connected  from  one  end  of  this 
Confederacy  to  another,  receiving,  disbursing,  and  acting 
upon  Chose  depositee,  organized  and  controlled  liy,  and  re- 
sponsible to  one  man,  and  then  brought  into  overwhelming 
conflict,  as  I  believe,  with  the  freedom  of  elections.  8ir.  I 
speak  plainly.  I  believed  then,  and  F  now  believe,  that  this 
was  the  true  source  of  power  for  the  last  three  years. 
Gentlemen  may  speak  as  they  please;  they  may  den^, 
and  ssy  they  have  never  seen  or  felt  it;  but  tvho  is' It  that 
know4  any  thing  of  the  operations  of  banks— who  is  it, 
«t  all  acquainted  with  their  peculiar  influence,  who  is  not 
irresistibly  impressed  with  their  tremendous  power?  Sir, 
I  believe  they  did  more  thsn  sny  thing  else  to  elect  the 
present  President  of  the  United  Slates ;  and  am  I  now  to  be 
called  upon,  and  urged 46  re-organise  such  a  system,- and 
abandon  the  position  I  then  assumed  1  The  experience 
of  the  last  three  years  strengthens  my  position.  It  may  be 
denied,  but  I  conscientiously  believe  that  these  institutions 
have  eoiitrolled,  more  or  less,  not  only  the  destinies  bf  this 
Government,  but  the  destinies  of  the  people  of  this  country 
during  that  period.  Yes,  we  all  know  that  at  the  la.n  ses- 
sion of  Congress  enough  was  developed  upon  this  floor  to 
demonstrate  that  there  was  an  organized  system,  acting 
through  one  man,  giving  energy  to  the  whole,  and  for  one 
and  the  same  purpose.  Yes,  sir,  we  have  seen  this  oordoii 
of  leagued  banks,  with  their  various  Interests,  raising  their 
banner  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other,  upon  which 
was  tnserilied  the  infamous  motto,  **  To  th*  victors  belong 
the  spoils;**  and  calling  upon  their  mercenary  bands  to 
gather  in  to  the  plunder  of  sacked  cities  and  subjugated 
provinces. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  am  I  now,  at  this  time,  to  change 
my  eount  becauae  others  have  come  to  me  t  No,  sir,  I 
maintaiR  the  very  grounds  I  then  maintained,  and  I  ever 
wH!  maintain  them  till  my  judgment  and  my  conviction  tell 
me  they  are  wrofig. 

I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  signal  failure  of  these  insti- 
tutions as  fiscal  agents  for  this  Government— I  cannot  but 
believe,  too,  sir,  that  the  experience  of  the  last  three  years^ 
must  hftve  convinced  every  one  of  their  inefflcary,  and 
th^  im^xpediehcy  and  fblly  of  their  being  selected  again  as 
the  depositories  of  the  Government,  except  with  one  view. 
And  this  is  the  reason  why  some  gentlemen  now  acquiesce 
in  their  reerganizatton ;  ihatHs,  that  they  well  know  that 
this  operation,  and  their  reorganization,  will  bring  ua  again 
into  a  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion,  and  force  the  coun- 
try into  the  adoption  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States.  They 
know  well,  sir,  that  it  tends  to  that,  and  they  know  that 
if  these  State  banks  are  again  aelected  as  public  deposito- 
ries, they  wHl  be  but  a  stepping-stone  to  the  establishment 
of  a  hank  of  the  United  States.  This,  sir,  is  the  real,  the 
tnie  issue.  It  is  an  issue  between  rilaking  the  fiscal  agents 
of  the  GoverViment  separate  and  independent  from  all 
banks,  and  the  establishment  of  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  inevitably  must  be  adopted  eventually,  and 
that  not  at  a  very  remote  period,  if  you  readopt  now  the 
Sute  bank  system  as  the  fiscal  agency  of  the  Government. 

As  to  the  constitutional  argument,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  I  will 
not  trespass  upon  the  attention  ef  the  House  to  discuss  it 
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at  leogth  at  thb  late  period  of  the  aeMion.  I  too  well 
know,  sir,  that  a  reference  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  federal 
constitution  is  too  apt  to  excite  the  laughter  and  mirth 
of  a  majority  on  this  floor ;  sod  tlie  geotleniao  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  BiooLx,]  iho  other  day,  with  truth,  alluded 
to  an  observation  of  a  late  distinguished  citixen  from  Vir- 
ginia, (John  Randolph,]  that  **the  time  was  not  far  off 
when  a  man  would  be  called  to  order  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
gress for  speaking  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States." 
I  am  not,  therefore,  disposed  to  press  that  argument,  but 
still  I  take  occasion  here  to  say,  that  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  never  intended  to  confer  such  a  power.  What 
changes  might  have  taken  place,  could  they  have  foreseen 
what  has  siuce  taken  place,  is  a  question  not  for  me  to  decide. 
I  lay  down  this  poaiuon,  from  the  history  of  the  federal 
conveniiuft,  that  the  framers  of  that  instrument  never  in- 
t^ded  to  confer  this,  power.  And  why  1  Because  the 
proposal  was  distinctly  niade^  first  to  creete  corporations 
generally,  and  then  to  inoorpurate  where  the  general  good 
required,  'i'hese  propositions  were  referred  to  a  committee, 
aud  that  committee  never  reported.  Afterwards  a  propo* 
sition  was  made  to  confer  the  power  to  make  canals,  and 
a  motion  to  amend  it,  by  conferring  the  power  to  create 
corporations,  was  made,  and  it  was  expressly  rejected. 
Oiie  argument  used  in  debate  was,  that,  if  this  power  were 
conferred,  the  Government  would  incorporate  a  bank,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  large  cities  woukl  then  be  opposed  to 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  As  &r,  then,  as  history 
is  concerned,  it  is  clear  the  framera  of  the  constitution  never 
intended  ta  confer  that  power. 

I  know,  sir,  there  is  an  argument  upon  this  point  which 
appears  very  specious.  U  is  this:  that  in  looking  into 
that  instrument,  we  cannot  look  dekon  the  preamble  and 
the  specific  provisions  for  its  sound  construction,  but  are 
bound  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  instrument  itself.  Sir, 
if  this  were  a  court  of  justice,  I  would  yield  to  the  general 
soundness  of  that  rule;  but  we  are  a  political  tribunal,  not 
sitting  in  judgment  upon  the  law  uire^dj  made,  but  to  make 
the  law  itself,  according  to  tho  instrument  under  which  we 
hold  authuriiy.  I  know  that,  in  a  judicial  tribunal,  in  a 
case  arising  between  meum  and  /uum,  where  vested  righu 
are  concerned,  a  judge  can  only  look  to  the  preamble  and 
the  act ;  he  cannot  look  beyond  the  law  itself.  This  is  a 
sound  and  wise  rule,  as  appKed  to  a  judicial  tribunal,  but 
will  not  hold  in  its  apidicauoo  to  a  political  tribunal,  where 
we  are  bound  to  look  at  the  circumstance  under  which  the 
constitution  uas  formed,  and  we  are  to  dedile  on  the  pow- 
ers contained  in  that  instrument  by  the  citcumstanoes  un- 
der which  it  was  itself  adopted.  Here  we  have  no  case 
arising  under  the  law,  no  vested  interests.  That  which  is 
a  wise  rule  when  applied  to  a  judicial  tribunal,  has  no  a|f- 
plicatlon  ta  a  political  tribunal.  The  creation  of  a  corpo- 
ration is  the  exercise  of  a  aubstantive  independent  power^ 
and  to  attach  it  by  construction  wt  a  vagrant  power  to  this 
or  to  that  clause  in  the  constitution,  is  establishing  a  loose 
generality  of  reasoning  which  must  end  in  the  total  over- 
throw of  that  noble  instrument.^  J  am  not  unaware  of  tlie 
ar^iument,  that,  in  fact,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
intended  to  confer  the  power  in  this  Government  over  tho 
currency  of  the  country,  and  that  the  State  banks  have 
been  created  since  the  formation  of  that  instrument,  which 
have  substantially  created  a  new,  currency,  and  thereby 
usurped  that  power  from  the  General  Government.  It  is  a 
quatio  vcxaiur  whether  tl^e  States  'have  not  committed  a 
fraud  upon  that  clause  in  the  constitulion  which  forbids 
them  "  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  directly  or  indirectly.*'  They 
have  created .  local  institutiona,  which,  to  a  great  extent, 
have  set  afloat  a  new  currency  that  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution never  contemplated  ;  and  now  it  is  contended  that 
it  Is  constitutional  to  counteract  and  control  this  currency 
by  the  creation  of  a  corporation  under  the  style  and  title  of 
a  bank  of  the  United  States.     Now  this  argument  proves 


too  much,  if  it  proves  any  thi^g ;  because  it  is  deir  thttif 
this  evil  has  arisen  since  the  formation  of  the  coosUtutifla, 
the  framers  of  that  instrument  never  c  ukl.have  iDteadad  to 
counteract  it.  The  evil  is  admitted  to  be  a  new  one,  ad 
has  arisen  since  the  formation  •f  that  instrument,  taA  tb^ 
never  could  have  intended  to  confer  a  power  to  eouDlera^ 
that  which  they  never  understood  or  knew  would  exiiL 

Sir,  I  say  the  argument  provea  too  much ;  but  I  an  i4 
disposed  to  press  this  matter.     I  will  only  say  that,  as  fit 
as  experience  goes,  (and  it  may  seem  strange  tosomegfliiF 
tleroen,  but  I  'am  disposed  to  lay  do«  d  and  maintua  Al 
proposition,  strange  as  it  may  appear  to  some,)  tlw^M|| 
of  1816  never  did  restore  the  currency  of  the  cooDtrfr 
and  could  not ;  that  it  was  not  the  bank  which  reatored  w 
deranged  currency  at  that  time,  but  it  was  the  power  fla 
credit  of  this  Government,  under  the  constitutioo,  I9  m-^^ 
forcing  the  collection  of  its  dues  in  specie.     If  ibis  poMT ; 
had  been  simply  enforced,  it  would  have  comiiclleti  an  Ur^; 
sound  currency  to  be  withdrawn,  or  to  fiall  to  an  aicartilt 
ed  value.     The  United  Sutes  Bank  waa  the  agent  iooKf 
on  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Gove^mment,  and  wbatfnt 
it  power  was  the  credit  given  to  it  by  this  Goverment,  dft*^ 
daring  that  iu  bills  should  be  received  as  gold  aod  fiKtr.. 
It  was  the  credit  of  this  Gi>veroment  endorsed  upon  its  til^ 
without  reference  to  their  convertibility  at  all,  tot  siap^ 
and  absolutely  receiving  them  as  goUi  and  silver,  it* 
Government,  lieing  the  great  and  universal  mopeydedcii 
had  practically  surren<lered  up  its  power  to  coin  moaiji ; 
and  to  receive  nothing  else,  into  the  hands  of  a  coipontr* 
and  made  ita  notes  the  same  as  coined  money,  ^^J*^ . 
Government  demands  were  concerned.     But  even  ihco,i 
1817,-*18,  and  '19,  that  bank  was  brought  to  ihebrinki 
insolvency,  and  all  the  other  banks  were  mads  to  f( 
power,  while  many  fell  prostrate  liefttre  it.    And 
alone  sustained  that  bank  then  1     The  power  of  thii' 
ernment,  declaring  that  ita  bills  should  be  received  ia 
ment  of  its  dues  as  gidd  and  silver.     While  other  "^ 
had  to  sustain  themselvea  upon,  their  capacity  to  & 
their  bills  into  coined  money,  this  hank  suatained  it^ 
the  Government  converting  its  credit  to  the  use  and 
of  the  bank,  and  that  credit  serving  as  a  specie  ba^  |*^ 
great  confusion  that  has  occurred  on  this  subject  tiii^ 
from  the  fact  that  many  have  confounded  the  power 
cipdit  of  the  Government  with  that  of  the  bank. 

The  power  to  «  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  I 
o("  and  the  prohibition  of  this  power  to  the  Sutoii 
also  the  prohibition  that.  preveOta  any  thing  but  gold 
ailver  bing  made  a  legal  tender,  is  all  the  power  c«Af« 
by  the  constitution  over  the  currency.  Whether  it  be' 
fective  or  nut,  it  is  uU  the  power  given.  But  if  it  be 
ly  adhered  to,  without  temporizing,  it  roust,  of  nfct/^ 
create  a  general  standard  by  which  the  local  or  paper  e 
rency  can  be  compared.  It  is  immaterial  what  a  beak  I 
purports  to  be  on  its  face ;  if  it  have  an  ascertained  ^ 
by  comparison  with  specie,  it  is  all  that  can  be  Tf^" 
And  the  Government,  collecting  its  dues  in  this 
and  habitually  disbursing  its  equivalent,  would  create  odni 
tree  .at  different  points,  around  which  the  local  cunce^ 
would  revolve,  and  receive  a  fixed  aofl  known  valoa 

Sir,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  this  would  be  a  ams^  \ 
of  currency.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  not  as  exact  a  uKtf"J^ 
as  weights'  and  measures  are  applied  to  other  thinga,  bol^^ 
is  the  oest  ever  invented  by  man,  and  corars  nearer  leij 
than  any  other  standard  yet  created  by  Government,  ^ 
which,  I  believe,  can  be  created.  As  to  exchangei,  tbiiiM 
not  a  8ul>j«K;t -within  the  legitimate  object  of  this  Gonif.\ 
ment,  except  as  it  nuiy  be  incidentally  affected.  TI|J>1 
must  be  left,  as  they  are  in  other  couotfics,  to  be  KgMlaM"'^ 
by  the  intereeta  of  the  commercial  community,  and  cor  I 
dueled  by  banks  or  bankers,  who  have  acquired  credit  ^  ' 
long  economy  and  prudence,  based  upoa  real  capita^  in 
resting  upon  the  productions  of  different  aectioiis. 
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filir,  theifiiilealty  in  1814  and  1816  was,  that  the  Got- 
awMttt  baeaaie  tmh^nwat»\  and  involved.  Individoala 
Bokl  not  advance  to  it.  The  local  banka  did  advance ; 
b4  upon  tiie  fiiith  of  the  debta»  in  the  shape  of  atocka, 
bff  h«M  againut  the  Government,  these  banka  went  on 
teeoaatiof  at  if  they  bad  that  amount  in  apecie  inatead  of 
{owrmiieot  aioek :  and  what  waa  the  feauU  1  Why,  when 
iom  daUi  became  due,  the  Oovemtnent  iteelf  waa  unable 
I  nnke  payoienta,  and  the  inevitable  conaequence  waa, 
be  ihepe  local  bank  notea  fell  below  par,  aa  they  ooald 
IV  be  eeoverted,  and  the  Government  then,  in  torn,  aua- 
imtd  iboM  inrtitutiona  it  had  borrowed  from.  And,  aU 
•angh  it  never  waa,  I  believe,  aanctioned  by  law,  yet  the 
taaainoMnt  rrceived  their  notea  in  public  duea  on  a  par 
Ikh  foU  and  aiivier.  This  prodooed  a  demand  iot  depre- 
latad  paper;  and  that  which  waa  moat  depreciated  was 
M«ht  after  III  pay  into  the  custom •houapa,  aa  it  could  be 
^nehsitd  with  tbo  leiwt  coined  roonej.  The  rraolt  of  this 
maa  that  ibe  Government  would  have  had  finally  all  the 
hpnviiied  paper  of  the  country  forreil  upon  ita  collectova. 
I  waa  Aa  iwhcy  the  Government  adopt  d  of  receiving  ad- 
Mces  from  tb»  loeal  banks,  and  then  pnraning  the  tem- 
ariifnf  expediency  of  receiving  their  depreciated  paper^ 
ftsr  ibcy  bad  diacouwed  upon  what  they  had  no  right  to 
iMmt  apon»  (bec«tisc  they  were,  at  the  same  time,  re- 
viving inianw  upon  the  Government  ftocka,)  that  in  vol  v- 
^  aa  in  the  dopredated  paper  of  that  day.  It  was  the 
Miy  of  ihia  Government,  not  its  impotency  under  the  spe- 
Kc  powers  of  the  con^^titution.  It  waa  this  state  of  things 
lUeli  the  Government  felt  bound  lo  stop  the  progress  of, 

'  thcjr  therefore  adopted  the  joint  resolution  of  1816, 
'  g  liMt  they  would  receive  in  peyment  of  the  public 
netbtng  but  gold  and  ailter  or  the  notes  of  apecie- 

ia^  banks.     Thia,  -of  course,  threw  depreciated  peper 

6 of  circulation,  and  stopped  the  issues  of  spurious  benks. 
\  Oovemment  was  enalM  to  enforce  this  resolution, 
INcaiMs  peace  had  been  restored,  and  the  reHoorcea  of  the 
iHBiry  bvcame  expanded ;  and  if  they  had  ailbered  to  that 
^MolMien,  Mod  never  adopted  the  policy  of  receiving  other 
jMn,  jou  ciiukl  have  had,  fur  all  prftctical  pufposes,  a 
IM  enrmncy,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  com>titntion. 
I,  U  is  ihe  only  control  over  the  currency  which  the  con- 
Mhattan  eoaieraplates ;  whether  enough  or  mH,  has  been 
VMkned.  I  contmd  ihat  h  ia  en«N]gh  for  all  safe  pur- 
PH^  Ton  veceive  nothing  but  geld  and  silver  or  its 
Igtvilnit,  and  the  result  ia,  that  the  loeal  banka  are  com- 
Pfed  to  have  that  which  ia  aa  good  aa  gokl  and  silver,  or 
pir  paper  will  be  run  back  upon  them.     I  admit  that  if 

tnlihv  by  law,  aa  the  permanent  policy  of  this  conn  • 
the  paper  of  local  iiiatitutions,  the  result  will  be  that 
CMS  compelled  to  raaort  to  a  bank  of  the  United  States, 
iiatain  that  if  you  receive  paper,  yuu  cannot  control  it 
Biske  it  a  auuiid  and  equal  currency  undor  the  conati- 
escept  by  and  through  a  national  bank.  There  are 
two  feasible  modes  by  which  you  can  regulate  the  cur- 
The  one  is  the  mode  provided  for  under  the  con- 
,  in  the  clauses  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  which 
the  DUMie  intended  ami  puiiHed  out  by  our  aneeaton. 
*  if  jon  attempt  to  throw  this  Government  upon  thnt 
system  of  cunency  which  has  grown  up  in 
l^xieni  times,  by  receiving  (Ae  paper  of  banks  in  Govern - 
>&  dues,  then  tb«'re  is  no  other  poaetble  regulation  of  it 
<9  •  bank  of  the  United  8tatea. 
^<rt,  lir,  what  a  monstroua  proposition  ia  contained  in 
•etond  mode  I  You  declHre  that-you  will  receive  the 
of  banks,  and  yon  charter  a  bank  of  the  United 
tnd  give  it  power  to  control  all  other  banka;  and, 
*tt|JQgacing  the  State  institutinna  tbniugh  the  creation 
.Ibis  dieek,  you  at  the  same  time  part  with  the  power 
P'ea  to  you  by  the  constitution,  and  confer  it  upon  a  aet 
^  mtn  wholly  irraeponaible,  eze^t  to  the  atockh*dden  of 
te  bank,  and  rechivfa  and  reganUem  of  every  thing,  saye 


the  intereata  of  the  institution.  8ir,  In  creating  snch  an 
institution  aa  this,  yon  create  a  greater  evil  than  that  which 
yon  intend  to  counteract. 

What  would  have  been  the  reault  in  1818  and  1814  if  a 
bank  of  the  United  Sutee  had  been  in  operation  1  Why, 
the  Government  being  in  difficulty,  instead  of  borrowing 
from  the  local  institutions,  as  it  did,  it  would  have  •borrow- 
ed, in  all  probability,  from  that  bank ;  that  bank  would 
have  discounted  upon  the  credit  of  ibe  t^ovemmens  as  the 
olhen  did,  and  the  Government  being  unable  to  meet  ita 
delit,  the  notes  of  the  institution  would  have  fallt'n  bek>w 
par,  as  thoae  of  the  local  lianks  did,  and  you  would  have 
bad  praciMoly  the  eame  state  of  things  as  did  take  piece. 
And  then  nothing  could  have  austsined  the  bai.k  but  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  receive  ita  notea  as  gold  and 
ailver,  althoogh  not  convertible;  and  this  Government 
creilit  would  hare  given  it  power  and  control  over  other 
lianks  wiibottt  the  slightest  merit.  It  is  absurd  to  tslk 
about  the  bank  sustaining  the  Government.  The  Govern- 
ment can  sustain  the  bank,  but  not  the  reverse.  The 
credit  of  restoring  the  currency  ia  due  to  the  Govern ment, 
under  that  noble  inatrument,  the  constitution,  and  not  un- 
der the  hank. 

But,  sir,  will  you  part  wit^  your  power— the  power  to 
coin  money  and  regulate  its  vslue— a  power  that  is  one  of 
the  greatset  and  liigheat  attributee  of  aovereigniy  t  And 
if  yon  make  paper  mniiey  the  currency  of  the  Government, 
then  the  power  that  regulates  it  is  aa  high  and  sovereign 
as  the  power  that  now  makes  coin  and  fisea'  ita  value. 
And  let  gentlemen  recollect  that,  if  they  once  part  with  it 
I  on  the  policy  of  creating  a  bank  institution,  it  is  not  to  last 
for  thia  year  or  the  next,  but  forever ;  for  that  which  it 
aniind  policy  in  regulating  the  currency  now,  will  lie  ao 
fifty  yean  hence ;  and  it  must  become  a  branch  of  Govern- 
ment, permanetUly  engrafted  i^pon  the  institutitms  of  the 
country.  And  are  we  prepaid  to  say  that  those  who  are 
to  manage  it  are  Ibrever  to  be  pure  and  enlightened  men  1 
Reeollect  that  the  power  ttiat  holds  the  sway  cnw  the  cur- 
rency, holds  a  sway  over  the  fortunee  of  every  man  in  thia 
rept:i>lic.  Bir,  if  we  once  part  with  this  power,  my  delib- 
erate and  firm  eonvtction  is  that  we  shall  centralise  a  mo- 
neyed acdon  in  this  eonntry,  which  will,  in  the  end,  make 
the  labor  of  the  confederacy  virtually  and  forever  tributary 
to  thoae  who  will  hare  but  little  in  tercet  in  it  I  believe 
that  nothing  tended  ae  much  to  this  as  the  establishment 
of  the  last  inatitutiuo.  It  is  ita  natural  and  inevitable 
ooorsa. 

Now,  sir,  what  would  be  the  results  npon  the  exporting 
aeetiona  of  the  country  1  Where  would  you  locate  your 
institution  1  Why,  you  most  place  it  where  nine-tenths  6t 
the  hanking  capital  of  this  country  already  eiiau.  And 
what  can  fee  a  greater  or  more  tremendoua  engine  of  power 
than  this,  JocatiMi  in  a  particular  aeetion,  organising  with 
system,  and  creating  depentlence  in  all  the  lienking  and 
stMk  interests  of  the  country  1  Yon  do  nothing  more  or 
less  than  give  away  the  power  to  regulate  Ihe  money  and 
exdwngcs  4>f  the  whole  country  to  an  institution  located 
in  the  non-exporting  section,  and  thna  deprive  forever  the 
poaslbility  of  thb  exporting  regh>n  of  the  country  doing  ita 
own  importing^  trade  Identify  it  with  Government,  by 
rtGwiving  in  public  dnea  ita  nolea  aa  gold  and  silver,  and 
you  in  effect  loan  the  credit  of  thia  Government,  which  ia 
equal  annually  to  ita  revenue  and  diabnrMments,  to  capi- 
taliate  in  aioeka  for  their  benefit ;  thua  cre«ting  an  artificial 
credit,  inatead  of  letting  all  interests,  reating  upon  their 
natural  reenorcea  and  credit,  rely  fituilly  upon  the  produc- 
tive iridnatry  and  hma  fidt  capital  of  each  individual  or 
aeetion. 

Ia  it  not  an  extraordinary  feet  that  nearly  all  the  exporta 
and  importa  of  the  exporting  region  of  thia  confederacy 
touch,  both  going  and  coming,  at  N«»rthem  porta?  Why 
iethia!  it  baa  aiiaaa  from  the  fiacal  adioa  of  thia  Qevera- 


1391 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


m 


H.  OF  A.] 


Sub'Treawry  Bill. 


[Ooc.  10,  latT. 


meoty  which  baa  heretofore  sunlained,  and  been  identified 
withy  the  banking  capital  of  tbi4. country.  We  hare  raiiied 
the  articles  demanded  in  foreign  countries,  and  they  com- 
pel us  to  tjuch,  both  going  and  coining,  ^t  their  ports. 
This  does  not  arise  from  their  holding  the  tonnage,  or  their 
bottoms,  but  they  hold  the  credit  or  banking  system,  and, 
by  their  connexion  with  the  Government,  create  exchanges 
agttinst  vs,  and  force  us  to  touch  for  tribute.  Suppose,  fur 
a  moment,  we  were  separate  State:*,  would  it  not  be  absurd 
(pT  us  then  to  touch  at  foreign  ports  1  Let  there  be  no 
central  moneyed  ]>ower  with  which  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Government  shall  become  identified,  and  the  export  region 
will  do  its  own  imports,  through  its  own  ports.  With  our 
local  currency,  resting,  as  it  dues,  on  those  articles  which 
go  into  the  markets  of  the  world,  fifteen  per  cent.  diAConnt 
in  New  York,  we  can  never  afford  to  austaio  the  state  of 
things  that  has  existed  heretufore.  Without  a  bank,  iden- 
tified with  Government,  the  exporte  of  the  country  must, 
to  a  great  extent,  become  a  auliatitute  for  all  foreign  and 
fven  domestic  bills. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  looking  over  the  statistics  of  the  past, 
I  find  that,  in  1769,  Virginia  and  Maryland  imported,  in 
amount,  861,140  pounds  sterling;  the  New  England  States, 
661,034;  New  York,  188,^76;  Pennsylvania,  399,820; 
South  Carolina,  including  part  of  North  Carolina,  635,714 
pounds  aterling,  &c.  In  1774,  the  exporU  from  Viridnia 
and  Maryland  to  England  were  738,366  pounds  sterling ; 
Sooth  Carolina,  679,649;  Pennsylvania,  176,962;  New 
York,  187,0 i 8 ;  New  England,  1 16,6^8,  Ac.  This  gene- 
rid  proportion  is  sustained,  with  no  great  variation,  when- 
.ever  things  were  not  di^ranged  by  wsr,  up  to  1788  and 
1789.  The  export  region  did  its  imporu;  and,  although 
it  was,  of  course,  generally  in  foreign  or  British  bottomn, 
yet  it  never  touched  at  two  ports,  but  went  and  came  di- 
rectly through  our  own  ports.  But  things  have  now 
changed,  and  we  have  losj^our  relative  proportion.  Trade 
was  then  suffered  to  take  its  natural  channel.  Since  then, 
however,  the  political  pow  er,  together  with  the  moneyed 
power,  has  been  worked  against  us,  and  our  trade  is  now 
compelled  to  touch  where  nature  never  intended.  I  con- 
tend that,  as  far  as  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government  is 
now  concerned,  we  are  where  we  were  under  the  articles 
of  the  confederation  ;  and  I,  fjr  one,  denre  for  the  pre^nt 
to  keep  there.  And,  sir,  it  ia  under  these  convictions,  an<l 
believing  this  to  be  the  operation  of  things,  that  I  fi>«l 
bound  to  make  the  true  issue  now  presented  bv  the  bill 
under  consideration.  I  contend  that  this  organization  of 
the.  banking  power  ef  the  country  connected  with  the  Gov- 
.ernment  tends  directly  to  the  resuH  which  I  have  attempt- 
ed to  show ;  that  is,  to  make  the  labor  of  the  exporting  re- 
gion of  the  country  tributary  to  those  who  hold  nine  tenths 
of  the  banking  capital  in  their  handa  I  call  apoa.genUe- 
men  to  eonsider  well  before  they  make  this  plunge.  We 
have  some  deeply  interesting  questions  before  ms  intimate- 
ly connected  with  the  power  and  ascendency  of  sections, 
and  the  destiny  of  this  republic.  Sir,  I  have  been  here  for 
three  yesrs,  and  watched  the  progress  of  this  abolition  feel- 
ing, which  is  now  spreading  itself  over  half  of  this  confed- 
eracy. When  it  was  first  brought  into  this  halU  it  was 
viewed  with  indifference,  as  the  excitement  of  a  few  higots 
and  fanatics.  But  now,  in-  the  short  progress  of  a  tew 
years,  we  find  that  it  has  pervaded  all  society  with  intense 
anxiety.  That  speck,  which  wte  at  first  scarcely  visible 
to  the  naked  eye,  has  How  grown  blacker  and  deeper,  until 
over  one  half  of  our  horixon  hangs  a  dark  and  gloomy 
cloud,  through  which  the  thunder  rolls  and  the  lightning 
flaahea,  and  this  temple,  under  whic^  we  all  have  hereto- 
fore gutbered  for  common  protection,  is  destined  to  rock 
and  totter  amid  the  desolating  whirlwind  and  rushing  tor- 
nado.    It  has  assumed  of  late  aoQiewhat  a  di£forent  shape. 

vBut  gentlemen  need  not  be  deceived  by  the  color  given 
to  the  Tciaa  quMtioo.    Doyooaupposaitiaoppoaitioa  to 


Texas  1  No.  It  is  opposition  to  that  vital  inlerestin  thk 
confederacy  with  which  we  are  identified— a  deep^  p«. 
vadiog  opposition,  grown  op  from  education  and  in&ii^, 
and  partaking  now  even  of  the  religions  sympathies  of  tbi 
community ;  and  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  peius  bcfiM 
they  are  willing  to  throw  the  power  and  the  credit  of  ifas 
Government  into  the  hands  of  capiulists  who  are  it  s« 
with  us,  not  only  in  interest,  but  in  feeling  and  in  ijBifa* 
thy.  Organize  again  the  banking  interesu  of  this  cobM- 
eracy,  and  connect  them  with  Government,  and  jm  on* 
not  escape  from  the  grasp.  I  cannot  look  upon  the  fotn 
without  feeling  the  deepest  (unless  we  are  true  tooorffliK 
at  this  juncture)  and  most  solemn  apprehensions  that  tkt 
persecuted  and  slandered  country,  which  now  tiivtrbeil^ 
self  from  the  banks  of  this  noble  river  to  the  moutbt  of  thi 
Mississippi,  rich  in  character,  rich  in  inlelect,  rich  in  ibi  \ 
glory  of  the  past,  rich  in  all  those  qualities  which  nMbt 
great  and  a  gallant  people,  will,  in  progress  of  time,  be  hi 
low  in  ruin  and  desolation,  with  only  here  and  there  a  tf^ 
itary  inhaMtant  to  trace  out,  upon  deserted  tombstesl^ 
those  obliterated  letters  which  transmit  to  posteriif  A 
names  of  our  mighty  dead,  and  then  to  shed  ovtriliMit,; 
burning  tear. 

Sir,  it  is  the  fiscal  action  of  this  €h>veminfittt,  eommMt 
with  the  banking  power,  thut  has  tended  to  draw  6oo  m  < 
our  substance  for  forty  years.     It  i^  the  vampire  tfaathPr 
led  upon  our  life-hlood  and  our  vitals,  and  i,  for  om^  n  > 
not  prepared  to  perpetuate  it,  or  sanction  its  renewiL 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  gentlemen  aay,  in  opporitioDt0^ 
bill,  that  ie  impracticable,  and  that  the  Ciovemineot  4| 
find  great  difiiculty  ia  getting  along  with  it  8tr,  tbtt  M 
nishes  no  olijection  in  my  mind.  I  love  a  GovemnestlM 
better  that  moves  with  difficulty.  Despotisms  only  BM* 
in  untramelled  power.  Free  Governmenu  live  and  9^. 
in  difficulty.  Collect  your  Uxes  with  difficnity,  enl  A% 
consequence  is  that  you  never  will  find  people  wiliisf  ^i 
pay  taxes  for  distribution  upon  lawless  and  uncooititflU^ 
al  iibjects.  No,  sir,  the  difficulty  preaento  no  ohitide%) 
the  passage  of  this  measure  to  me.  'When  Mr.  Koi  n^\ 
ed  Paris,  at  the  time  Napoleon  was  in  the  height  ami 
of  his  glory,  the  First  Consul  desired  to  know 
of  the  operation  of  the  trial  by  jury',  with  a  view  to  ial 
duce^it  into  Prance.  But  when  Fox  tuld  him  thatiiili 
damental  prindple  was  that  no  man  could  be  depriwd 
his  rights  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  sim)  '*^ 
peers  twelve  of  his  fellow-citixens,  the  First  Consul  i 
diately  replied  it  would  not  do  for  him,  **  hb  Gcvcn 
would  find  too  nuich  difficulty  to  get  along  with  it" 

Mr.  Chairman,  many  may  auppoae  that  I  amftm 
sarily  apprehensive  in  my  fears  ss  to  the  coonexioo  of 
banking  system  with  the  power  and  credit  of  ^i*^. 
ment;  but,  sir,  I  have  aeen  enough  to  fear  and  draw** 
In  1832,  when  the  contest,  as  we  supposed,  wsfsl*iMni 
arise  for  the  very  existence  of  our  peculiar  rigbti  tad  r" 
erties,  we  felt  iu  power.     And,  though  I  shall  foHiMt 
dwell  upon  particulars  now,  yet  1  will  take  oaatfion  lo 
to  those  gentlemen  who  are  deeidy  identified  with  tM 
stittttion— those  gentlemen  who  were  ihe  hitter  politioil 
ponents  of  the  then  President  o(  the  United  ^<>l^ 
was  the  spectacle  they  exhibited  1     When  be  *'|,^'^*[[ 
sword  of  this  Government,  to  be  buried  in  the  vitaii  of 
people,  they  came  forward  and  gave  it  to  him  fredy.  J^ 
why  1     Because  they  dreaded  a  revulsion  which  "^ 
shake  the  credit  system,  and  that  institution,  wi^ 
who  depended  upon  it,  to  the  deepest  foundation.    Su, 
part  of  this  country,  under  the  influence  of  a  hankjl^ 
United  States,  will  ever  resist  the  encroadimentt 
Government,  or  the  Ooveinment  itvelf,  however 4i 
it  may  be.     Such  an  institution,  then,  connected  vritki 
Government  to  control  the  moneyed  PQwer  of  tbiacowv' 
I  confess  I  dread.     I  confess  I  do  look  with  dread  m^ 
tot  open  its  inff uanoea.    Sir»  if  foa  iMittt  to  »• 
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lowBrnnmit  of  this  Union  despotic,  craata  a  Iwnk  of  the 
Mteil  Statet,  and  connect  it  with  the  destinies  of  this 
laveniment,  and,  my  life  upon  it,  you  can  never  escape. 
You  can  never  resist  this  Government  in  the  hands  of 
b  moiMjed  power  of  the  country,  and  the  result  will  be 
hat  tiis  fairest  portions  of  this  Union  will  become  tribu- 
ay  la  other  and  aoore  powerful  sections. 
Mr.  Chaiman,  while  making  these  observations,  I  con-> 
m  chat  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  to  austain  those 
peoKar  local  institutions  organized  by  the  States  for  their 
PMfiC,  and  to  carry  on  their  commerce  with  the  difl&rent 
icuons  of  this  country.  If  they  be  properly  organized, 
tf  fittited  within  proper  bounds,  I  will  go  as  far  aa  any 
m  to  sufltain  them,  and  give  them  vigor,  aa  long  as  they 
Kapon  hanafidt  capital,  for  the  g^d  of  the  community, 
iwaUaaibr  their  own  individual  interest  i  such  institu- 
pns  ate  eiiential  to  the  preaent  state  of  commerce.  But, 
Aiks  I  «v  tbii^  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  I  believe  the 
MifctBg  tjilem  of  modem  times^  as  organiaed  in  different 
Irtiaos  of  this  country,  has  any  thing  but  a  tendency  to 
brals  or  give  liberty  to  man.  £ven  this  very  session  we 
^  heaid  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  from  the  State  of 
WK  Fork,  denounce  the  manner  in  which  things  have 
ito  oondneted  there  as  disgraceful  and  outrageous :  char* 
b  gianfad,  atocka  distributed  to  political  partfsans  for 
ttlieal  power  and  ascendency. 

'tte  minority  there,  as  in  many  other  sections  of  the 

■Btiy,  have  been  practically  reduced  to  political  vassal- 

;  and  it  is  idle  to  discuss  or  question  the  fact  that  stock 

have  been  organized  with  a  aole  view  to  sua- 

poliliral  power,  and  make  the  labor  of  the  country 

to  themselves, 
ow,  sir,  a  gentleman  from  Massaohusetts,  [Mr.  Gusa« 
]  not  many  daya  ago,  warned  Southern  gentlemen, 
declared  that  the  *'  progress  of  radicaliam  at  the  North 
nothing  more  than  the  progress  of  abolitionism."  Sir, 
e  thoogfat  of  this  matter.  I  have  conaidered  it  with 
anxiety,  and"  I  feel  bound  to  present  what  I  cen- 
ts be  the  true  interests  of  this  country.  We  are  a 
people,  I  admit.  We  own  nearly  one-half  of  our 
Q.  We  hokl  them  by  physical  foroe,  and  the  law 
ity.  I  make  this  frank  and  candid  avowal.  And 
here  take  the  occasion  to  say,  that  the  conneiion 
niita  between  the  slave  laborers  and  capitalists  of 
this  one  o^tho  deepest  interest  to  the  Northern 
idle  sections  of  this  Union.  We  are  interested  in 
fide  profits  of  daily  labor,  for  we  own  not  only 
of  labor,  but  labor  itself;  and  that  Government 
interferes  aa  little  as  possiUe,  by  any  artificial  ar- 
its,  with  the  n^anagement  or  proceeds  oX  labor,  ia 
eminent  for  us,  because  it  leayes  us  in  undisputed 
mdividad  control  over  all  profits  of  labor. 
^s  aie,  then,  in  fact,  capitalists  standing  in  the  place  of 
and  are,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  laborers, 
b  little  or  no  separation  with  us  of  capitalists  and 
They  are,  in  fact,  one  and  the  same.  The  la- 
•f  Che  non-slavehokitng  States  are  interested  also  in 
fide,  (not  spurious  or  doubtful)  profits  of  daily  la- 
stragTf  la  of  their  capitaliats  (I  speak  of  peeuni^ 
and  it  is  nature)  is  to  divide  those  profit«i  with 
Hence  they  resort  to  all  the  artificial  moides  known 
nt,  by  which  they  ore  brought  to  act  with  sys^ 
anergy  as  one  man,  through  corporations  of  all 
the  most  important  of  which  is  the  banking  sys- 
Toa  pretend  to  give  universal  equality  and  equal 
•U ;  and,  if  this  were  practically  carried  into  effect, 
y  haa  gone  through  an  era  long  enough  to  be 
down  into  its  natural  clarifications,  the  inevitable 
)uM  be  in  a  conflict  that  labor  tvould  make  capital 
9  until  it  would,  in  the  operation,  change  hands, 
vent  this,  where  you  profess  to  make  all  equal  in 
1  power,  you  are  compelled  to  resort  to  those  anifi- 
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cial  combinations  created  Ky  the  Government,  to  give  yon 
that  control  which  will  enable  you  to  sustain  yourselves, 
and  make  your  capital  profitable,  by  the  management  of 
labor  which  your  political  professions  forbid  you  to  own. 
Now,  sir,  when  gentlemen  preach  op,  as  they  have  done 
for  the  last  throe  years,  insurrection  to  the  slaves  of  oar 
community,  I  warn  them  thst  their  own  institutions  are 
not  so  pure  as  they  might  at  first  suppose ;  and  that  I  will 
preach  up  insurrection  to  the  laborers  of  the  North,  when 
the  tendency  of  things  is  such  as  to  swindle  them  out  of 
their  power,  by  the  fraud,  duplicity,  and  cunning  of  modem 
times. 

As  for  as  mere  pecuniary  interest  is  involved,  the  rela- 
tion of  capital  and  labor  is  the  same  as  that  which  exists 
there,  in  Great  Britain,  and  every  where  elsci;  that  is,  just 
to  allow  labor  as  much  as  is  necessary  for  subsistence,  and 
to  take  the  balsnce  to  divide  among  themselves,  by  all  tlie 
inventions  which  the  fraud  of  Government  can  create. 
Thia  will  be  finally  the  interest  of  our  Northern  capitalists. 
They  have  no  atanding '  armies  to  perpetuate  this  state  of 
things,  as  in  other  countries ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that 
though  they  cannot  keep  the  laborers  in  physical  subjec- 
tion, they  are  compelled  to  resort  to  banking  corporations 
and  chartered  institutions.  While  they  preach  to  us  uni- 
versal equality  and  universal  emancipation,  they  them- 
selves are  destined,  if  unreformed,  to  hold  in  tribute  not 
only  the  labor  of  their  own  section,  but  also  of  this  con- 
federacy. 

The  two  systems  of  subjugation  which  now  divide  the 
world  seem  to  be  a  resort  either  to  fraud  or  force,  by  which  » 
one-half  of  mankind  may  rule  the  other  half. 

Mr.  Jefferson  proclaimed,  thirty  years  sgo,  that  the  de- 
mocracy of  the  North  were  our  natural  allies,  and  there  was 
profound  philosophy  in  that  declaration.  When  we  con- 
tend for  the  undivided  profits  and  proceeds  of  our  labor,  do 
you  not  see  that  we  stand  precisely  in  the  same  situation 
as  the  laborer  of  the  North  ?  We  are,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  in  the  place  of  laborers.  We  are  the  only  class 
of  capitalists,  as  far  as  pecuniory  interest  is  concerned, 
which,  'as  a  class,  are  identified  with  the  laborera  of  the 
country,  while,  at  the  same  time,  we  shall  ever  form  a  bar- 
rier against  breaking  op  the  laws  and  foundations  of  so- 
ciety. I  know  this  is  a  proposition  which  will  strike  some 
men  with  aatonishment,  and  I  know,  too,  that  I  utter 
words  which  burn.  But  I  knofw,  sir,  it  is  the  truth ;  and, 
when  these  gentlemen  expect  to  preach  up  insurrection  and 
rebellion  to  the  slaves  of  our  country,  I  will  preach  back  to 
them  the  aame  doctrine,  by  proclaiming  universal  equality, 
universal  privileges,  a  universal  right  to  Northern  laborera 
lo  be  redeemed  frofti  the  fraud,  duplicity,  and  cunning  by 
which  they  are  destined  to  be  made  tributary  to  those  who 
wield  capital,  connected  with  political  power.  The  whole 
banking  system  there  is  a  poUtical  substitute  for  the  stand- 
ing armies  of  Europe,  without  which  the  capitalists  of  the 
North  would  be  compelled  to  submit  to  a  loas  of  power. 

Sir,  these  are  my  sentiments,  and  I  believe  that,  as  far 
as  our  people  are  concerned,  we  are  not  coiApelled  to  resoft 
to  thoae  artificial  institutions  of  society  by  which  nourslave- 
holding  regions  seek  ti>  delude  and  deceive  their  victims. 
No,  sir,  we  avow  to  the  world  that%ve  own  our  black  pop- 
ulation, and  will  maintain  that  ownership,  if  needs  be,  to 
the  last  extremity. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  maintaining  these  peculiar  sentiments, 
and  in  proclaiming  the  peculiar  identity  of  interest  existing 
lietween  the  capitaliats  of  the  alaveholding  region  and  tho 
democracy  of  the  North,  I  am  aware  that  I  come  nnder  de- 
nunciation, and  am  Ihible  to  the  charge,  from  ceftain  quar- 
ters, of  being  a  *Mocofoco.*'  For  maintaining  my  own 
rights  and  interests,  and  the  rights  and  interests  of  those  I 
represent,  I  may  be  called  a  **locofoco;"  but  this  name 
shall  never  terrify  or  deter  me,  when  tho  question  arises, 
from  maintaining  the  interests  of  those  with  whom  I  ex- 
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pect  to  live  and  hope  to  die*     And^  sir,  when  gentlemen  | 
tell  me  these  things,  I  tell  them  I  proclaim  the  doctrines  of 
Jefferson,  that  the  democracy  of  the  North  are  the  natural 
allies  of  the  Soatb  ;  and  this  arises  from  peculiar  interests, 
which  I,  for  one,  am  not  disposed  to  sacrifice  on  this  floor. 
'*  Locofoco !"     Gentlemen  seem  to  roise  up  that  name  as 
a  ghost  to  create  terror  and  alarm.     The  progress  and  ten- 
dency of  things  to  be  carried  away  by  prejudices  and  party 
feelings  are  monstrous.     AVhy,  sir,  it  was  but  the  other 
night,  that,  while  holding  a  portrait  of  John  Milton  in  my 
hand,  a  very  estimable  friend  of  mine  looked  at  it,  sneer- 
ingly,  and  denounced  htm  as  a  **  locofoco  V*     John  Mil- 
tpn  a  locofoco !     And  pray,  air,  who  was  be  but  a  man, 
the  grandeur  of  whose  soul,  and  the  splendor  of  whose  ge- 
nius, breathed  not  only  inspiration  into  poetry,  but  threw 
a  halo  of  glory  over  those  burning  pages  which  he  devoted 
to  English  liberty  1     Bir,  it  is  nature  for  those  small  birds 
that  hup  from  branch  to  branch  in  the  shrubs  of  the  forest 
to  gaze  with  envy  and  hatred  upon  the  noble  eagle  as  he 
soars  aloft  in  the  sunbeams  of  heaven,  whoso  brow  defies 
even  the  concentrated  fury  of  the  elements,  and  whose  eye 
scans  in  scorn  the  earth  beneath  him.     If  John  Milton  was 
a  **  locofoco,"  then  I,  too,  glory  in  catching,  if  I  can,  one 
live  coal  from  off  that  altar  which  he  hallowed  and  conse- 
crated to  the  everlasting  rights  of  man. 

Sir,  if  I  maintain  the  universal  freedom  of  the  white  race, 
and  the  inalienable  rights  of  man,  shall  I  be  deterred  from 
my  position  by  the  contemptible  nsme  of  **  locofoco?" 
The  scribbliog  writers  of  the  day  may  call  me  what  they 
please ;  their  denunciations  have  no  terrors.  I  scorn  and 
despise  them. 

Perhaps,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  sentiments  I  am  aliout 
to  utter,  I  may  bo  considered  as  behind  the  age,  and  they 
will  be  regarded  as  very  singular,  if  not  unpalatable,  l^ 
gentlemen  ra  sed  from  their  infancy  in  large  cities,  or  un- 
der the  controlling  influence  of  newspaper  essays.  But 
my  excuse  for  entertaining  them  is,  that  the  people  among 
whom  I  was  educated  and  trained  up  are  also  peculiar  in 
their  habits  and  their  institutions,  and  partake  more  of  the 
impress  of  antiquity  than  of  modem  improvements.  And 
I  confeii  to  you,  sir,  thai  I  feel  for  them  a  lingering  affec- 
tion and  attachment,  because  they  were  the  customs  and 
the  habits  of  those  ancestors  who  have  given  to  us  all  that 
we  inherit  in  virtue  and.  freedom.  I  do  not  belioYe  mueh 
in  the  great  blessings  of  your  modern  forms  of  society,  end 
the  great 'improvements  of  the  age."  I  do  not  believe 
the  intellectual  and  moral  endowmenta  of  man  have  be^ 
advanced  or  elevated  of  recent  years.  Slr^I  admire  the 
people  who  have  gone  before  us,  and  bequeathed  and  trans- 
mitted examples  worthy  of  our  admiration.  It  is  tru«  we 
have  more  wealth,  more  enterprise,  more  speculation,  and 
more  of  the  gaudy  show  and  pomp,  and  temptations  of 
commerce  and  luxury  ;  but,  as  far  as  the  heart  is  concern- 
ed, as  far  as  intellectual  and  moral  qualities  are  concerned, 
I  do  not  believe  man  has  advanced  for  the  last  ten  years, 
^o,  sir.  It  may  be  from  my  peculiar  situation  that  I  en- 
tertain these  sentiments.  You  have  drawn  together  the 
world  ;  you  have  made  your  splendid  worka  of  improve- 
ment, by  which  contented  and  remoter  parts  of  society  have 
been  drawn  under  the  temptations  and  vicissitudes  of  spec- 
ulation; you  have  your  credit  and  banking  system,  by 
which  all  Christendom  has  been  concentrated  into  one  con- 
solidated living  mass,  and  we  have  l)een  brought  by  that 
system  to  bow  in  subjection  before  the  banks  and  bankers 
of  London  and  Wall  street ;  and  we  look  with  more  inter- 
est and  admiration  upon  the  movements  of  Shytocks,  ga- 
thered together  in  the  exchanges  of  commercial  cities,  than 
we  do  to  those  noble  paglBs  of  history  which  transmit  to  as 
the  glory  of  arms  or  oratory. 

Our  people  are  confumed  with  avarice,  deep,  absorbing, 
unfeeling,  mean  avarice.  Yea,  sir,  selfishness,  hypocrisy, 
fraud,  and  cunning,  seem  to  me  to  be  the  great  character- 


istics of  modern  times,  instead  of  that  lofty  heroioB,  tte 
devoted  Tslor,  that  burning  patriotiam,  which  ehanctoM 
former  and  bette/  days.  True,  sir,  we  develop  tomt  {%• 
sical  resources ;  but  is  there  more  sentiment,  non  nits^ 
more  honesty?  Whst  is  it  thst  constitutes  a  grait  y»> 
pie  !  Is  it  power—- is  it  wealth — ^is  it  numbers  1  Ne,  sr. 
It  is  virtue— valor— devoted  patriotism— arms— ek^wK% 
and  letters.  These  are  qualities  that  have  covered  oiko 
with  immortality,  and  kindle  in  the  heart  of  man  ill  Ai 
is  noble  and  spirit-stirring. 

All  society  seems  now  to  receive  its  hue  and  cert  fit! 
those  who  hold  the  moneyed  power  of  the  wsrU.  E« 
our  interior  villages,  painted  as  they  tie,  and  AnmA  ^ 
in  all  their  show,  receive  in  sutHuiaeion  their  fsriiieoi  iiii 
the  dandies  of  Broadway,  and  kneel  in  revereiMe  hA 
the  molten  images  that  idolaters  raise  np  for  wonUp  il 
Wall  street  and  London.  The  tendency  of  all  tbett  tl«p 
is  to  constitnte  society  into  one  living  maes ;  sad  I M 
against  it  becauae,  if  it  aucoeed,  my  peculiar  serti«i«( 
the  peculiar  institutions  existing  in  it,  willbeover 

In  reference,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  details  of  tbi 
under  consideration,  I  will  only  say  that  upon  tint 
have  my  own  peculiar  notions.    But  the  bill  aiscfti  1 1 
principle  for  which  I  contend— the  principle  wUrh  II 
lieve  to  be  identified  with  the  Hbertiee  of  this  ewnliT' 
will  go  for  it,  and  hold  the  administration  resposaMi 
its  details.     I  do  not  chooae  to  propose  any  ameidBntll' 
those  details,  for  if  it  be  bnnglingly  or  injodidoo^;  '^ 
ranged  I  will  not  be  held  responsible.     I  go  for  it,  01 
cause  it  asserts  those  principles  which  belong  to  the  i 
totion  of  my  country ;  but  I  leave  the  detaib  to  the 
istration  to  execute,  and  I  shall  hold  them  respooafalij 
it.    I  go  for  that  great  leading  feature  whieb'eepsnMf 
Government  from  all  connexion  whatever  with  Stslel 
or  any  great  money  institution  here.     I  am  for  it, 
I  have  seen  the  fatal  consequences  upon  the  Crc 
and  banks  themselves. 

8ir,  we  have  had  these  institutions^  as  I  said  befei%| 
tering  directly  and  indirectly  into  the  politics]  can] 
the  dsy,  dispensing  power,  and  controlling,  as  I  (  " 
a  great  extent,  the  elective  franchise ;  and  we 
the  results,  and  have  heard  the  ahonts  of  triompk 
around  the  funeral  pile  here  upon  which  the 
was  placed,  and  a  fiendish  joy  seemed^  to  light  the  < 
nancea  of  bondreds,  even  while  the  smoke  tbererfi 
a  sweet  incense  to  that  popular  idol  which  we 
called  upon  to  kneel  down  and  worship  before,  Bithe< 
true  and  living  image  of-  democracy.     And  am  I 
put  thia  Government  in  the  same  position  sgein! 
gentlemen  beware  how  they  nnit^  the  politieil  eritlj 
banking  power  again.     Have  we  not  seen  enoogh  to 
us  lessons  of  wisdom  in  the  dreadful  oonssqornefl^ 
have  reanlted  from  waning  upon  the  institatiaoe  ■  j 
country  ?     And,  sir^-in  this  conflict,  who  have ' 
greatest  suffered  1     The  industry  of  the  countiy' 
who  have  vested  their  all  in  the  enterprise  of  the  diy, 
who  have  been  left  to  the  mercy  of  contending  foee. 
to  separate  these,  snd  to  avoid  this  result  in  fatorr,  i 
am  for  this  bill;  for  who  can  look  at  the  fiiture,  ai^ 
see  how  some  bold  and  designing  demagogue  may 
rise  into  power,  and  contend  for  political  infiaeiM^J 
calling  up  the  basest  passions  and  prejudices  agaio^^ 
institution  which  you  mey  deem  to  be  stable  end  < 
He  msy  wage  a  war  of  extermination,  and  may  ri' 
the  laws  of  his  country.     I  desire  no  such  conflict,  io ' 
the  honesty,  the  industry,  and  the  enterprise  of  all" 
left  to  the  mercy  of  foctions  contending  for  power 
institution  in  which  the  destinies  of  this  couiitryi 
its  currency,  are  to  be  placed.     And  if  snch  a  eooteati 
come,  I  could  not  with  any  heart  sustsin  an  ioao 
which  I  believe  to  be  against  the  constitution  aod  ikei 
erties  of  the  country. 
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tfr.  CfattmiiDy  my  ffwod  (and  I  meths  term  in  no  idle 
■Mr)  from  Virginm  [Mr.  Wiai]  the  other  day  warned 

•  thit  00  thtfl  meaanre  I  thooU)  be  **  left  in  the  lurch." 
k,  M  a  90Mtien  of  thiakind,  afiecting  the  Ubertieaof  my 
VBtiy,  1  nerer  atop  to  inqoira  whether  I  ahall  be  ■*  left  in 
a  Ineh"  or  not  I  never  atop  to  mquire  who  may  be 
Ml  BM^  or  who  amy  be  againat  me,  on  a  queation  of  that 
Wider.  All  I  aak  myaelf  ia,  ia  it  a  conatitationaJ  propo- 
IHB,  tad  if  it  be  right  and  correct  to  maintain  it  ?  I  never 
ip  to  inqoife  who  ia  with  me  or  who  ia  againat  me.  The 
Mitiiasipha  of  party  I  diaregard.  I  throw  aaide  party 
MdmtioM  where  a  great  queition  ia  concerned,  in  which 

•  ibotinand  deatiniea  of  the  people  and  the  Govern- 
■till  involved.  On  auch  a  qoeHion,  air,  I  aubacribe 
m  puty  eread.  Let  me  alio  lay  to  thoae  gentlemen 
b  nppow  that  the  tide  of  popularity  upon  which  they 
i  Mw  floating  ia  forever  to  aet  in  one  direction,  that  ihey 
9  lad  tha  fotore  full  of  bittemeao  and  diaappointment. 
X«  dM  not  labor  under  the  fiital  ilelnaion  that  the  let- 
pwritm and  newapapen  of  the  day  are  to  create  that 
■Mij  which  ia  to  endure  through  time.  Let  them 
ptt  look  to  that  deep-cettled,  abiding  opinion,  which  ia 
tmm  bick  to  ua  Irom  the  enlightened  and  reflecting 
iiMn  of  thia  country-— come  beck  to  ua  upon  the  aetr 
i  eonriotion  of  what  ia  true,  of  what  ia  cooatitutional, 
Mm  it  fur  the  good  of  the  Government  and  the  people. 
|Ut  m  all  look  to  that  deep  and  fixed  public  opinion, 

*  Qpon  onlightoDed  conviction  and  aound  diacretion. 
mo  BOW  to  aay,  in  the  noble  language  of  Lord 

that  thoae  who  have  foregone  that  pleaaing  ad* 

■ad  givan  np  their  minda  to  be  the  alave  of  every 

iaipohe,  I  aiacerely  pity.     I  pity  them  atiH  more  if 

leada  them  to  miatake  the  ahouta  of  a  mob  for 

pot  of  fame.     Experience  might  inform  them  that 

who  have  received  the  huzsaa  of  a  crowd  one  day 

beeo  vioited  with  ita  execrationa  the  next.  And  many 

by  tfaa  popularity  of  the  timea,  have  been  held  up  aa 

Mpatiiot^  have  nevertheleaa  appeared  upon  the  hie- 

]Bptge,  where  truth  baa  triumphed  over  deluoion,  the 

of  liberty. 

Mr.  Pic  cava  had  concluded, 
GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  oaid  he  would  offer  an 
to  the  bill  under  debate,  when  ito  lirienda  had 
utto  the  flhape  in  which  they  wiahed  it  to  paaa. 
t'AMBRELENG  aaid  that  he  did  not  mean  to  of- 
iiaoDdmenta  to  the  bill. 

•  GARLAND  then  moved  to  amend  by  atriking  out 
B  bill  oftar  the  enacting  clauae,  and  inaerting  another 
^^cnto&ie  indicated  by  him,)  which  he  aent  to  the 

■Mdment  being  rNul,  Mr.  Gauiaitb  aaid  he  did 
to  addreaa  the  committee  at  the  preaent  time  on 

ipooitioii,  but  would  do  ao,  unleaa  aome  other  gentle- 
'*iibod  to  precede  him. 
r.  PHILLIPS  had  not  riaen  to  debate  thia  hill.     He 

■pgRoot  that  the  committee  take  up  the  merchanta* 

bill,  lajing  that  now  before  them  aaide  for  the  pre-. 

;CAMBReLENG  acaented  to  thia  arrangement,  and 
'  to  take  np  Senate  UU  No.  8,  being  that  alluded  to 
'•  PaiLLiro. 

2  propooition  wao  ouatained  by  the  committee,  by  a 
f^88to54. 

DUTIES  ON  MERCHANTS*  BONDS. 

CAMBRELENG  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
<  OQt  the  aeeond  aaction  thereof,  which  waa  aa  fol- 

1  AndhtU  further  etuuUdf  That  the  additional 

^  of  nhie  montha,  granted  by  the  flrvt  eeetion  of  thia 

>pofi  ovtotauding  duty  bondab'  ahall  be  upon  the  aame 

h  lad  cooditiona  granted  upon  all  bondo  for  dntiea 


which  may  be  given  during  the  period  of  one  year  from  and 
after  the  firat  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thouaand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-aeven." 

The  committee,  having  adopted  thia  amendment,  loae 
and  reported  the  bill,  thua  amended,  to  the  Houae ;  and  the 
queation  arialng  aa  to  the  concurrence  of  the  Houoe  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  propoaed  ameudroentt 

Mr.  TITUS  addreaaed  the  Houae  in  oppoaition  to  the 
oame,  and  had  proceeded  bqt  a  little  way,  when 

The  Houae  took  a  receea  till  4  o'clock. 

EVSHINO  Sxssiox. 

The  Houoe  met  after  recess.  Very  f«w  roentbera  being 
in  their  aeata,  there  was  a  call  of  the  Houae ;  which,  having 
proceeded  for  some  time,  waa  suspended. 

The  question  still  being  on  the  following  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  further  to  defer  the  payment  of  duty  bonds,  vii  • 

«<8ec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a  credit  of 
three  and  aix  montha  ahall  be  allowed  on  the  duty  on  all 
merchandiae  which  ahall  have  been  or  may  bo  imp<»rted  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next,  opoif  which  the 
dutiea  are  payable  in  cash,  and  that  the  bonds  received  for 
such  duties  shall  be  payable  in  equal  instalments,  bearing  in- 
toreat  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  p^r  annvm,  and  shall  be 
in  the  form  and  upon  the  conditions  prescritied  by  existing 
)aws  and  by  this  aet." 

Mr.  TFrUS  aaid  he  had  hoped  that  some  of  the  honor- 
able membera  of  thia  Houae,  whoae  character  and  talenta 
would  have  given  weight  to  their  opiplons,  would  have 
thought  proper  to  addreaa  the  Houae  upon  the  bill  liefore  it. 
He  waa  aware  that  viewa  similar  to  hia  own  were  entertain* 
ed  by  very  many  upon  this  floor,  but  the  disposition  gener- 
ally manifoated,  seemed  to  render  hopelese  any  opposition 
to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Meana.  Viewing  it,  however,  aa 
he  did,  and  in  the  abaence  of  any  discussion,  he  felt  it  to 
be  hb  duty  to  give,  very  briefly,  hia  objections  to  the  oen- 
aideratton  of  the  Houae. 

The  first  aaction  of  the  bill  granta-  an  extension  in  the 
time  of  payment  on  all  revenue  bonds  of  nine  months.  To 
that  he  bad  no  objection.  The  condition  of  the  timea  un- 
queationably  requires  it,  on  the  ground  that  it  will  render 
the  payment  ultimately  more  certain,  and  it  may,  moreover, 
tend  in  aome  degree  to  relieve  those  immediately  connect- 
ed with  the  importing  intereat.  Still,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  only  just  and  tenable  ground  upon  which  an  ex- 
tenaion  could  be  granted,  waa  the  additional  safety  attained 
by  that  extension. 

But  neither  the  second  aection  of  the  bill  nor  the  amend- 
ment ofiered,  can  be  entertained  upon  tho  prinriple  of  in- 
creased  aecurity,  or  of  relief  to  any  portion  of  tho  eommu- 
nity,  except  the  merchants.  There  is  no  indebtedneaa  to 
the  Government  that  the  amendment  propoaea  to  aecure ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  releaaes  in  these  days  of  non-payment, 
from  the  cuatoily  of  the  Government,  the  merchandise  held 
in  aecurity  for  caah  duties,  and  propoaea  the  aubatitotion  of 
a  lengthened  credit  upon  bonds,  subject  of  course  to  the 
'contingendea  of  the  timea. 

He  was  opposed  to  this  portion  of  the  bill,  as  well  in  re* 
gaid  to  tu  practical  efSMt,  aa  to  ita  violating  a  aettled  prin- 
ciple of  exiating  laws.  He  took  it  for  grants  that  the 
lawa  in  relation  to  revenue  were  proper  and  juat ;  they  had 
been  a  aubject  of  exciting  intereat  and  profound  diacuaaion 
during  a  long  period,  and  were  finally  aettled  in  the  spirit 
of  compromise  amid  the  convulsiona  of  the  nation.  Ware 
they  to  be  lightly  disturtied  t  Were  they  to  i)e  approached 
without  great  and  apparent  causes  1  However  unimport- 
ant in  that  point  of  view  the  present  proposition  might  ap- 
pear to  the  Houae,  it  acted  forcibly  upon  his  mind.  It 
was  well  known  to  this  House  snd  to  the  nation,  that  at 
the  laat  aeasion  of  Oongresa  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
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MeBJif^  vith  its  prMent  cbainnao  at  ite  head,  introduced  a 
bill  to  redace  the  duties  on  imporu.  It  bore  in  (hat  char- 
acter too  unfavorable  an  aspect  to  meet  support,  and  was 
abandoned. 

The  subject  is  now  approached  with  more  caution,  and 
we  are  only  presented  with  the  first  step  by  which  the  lad- 
der is  to  be  mounted ;  another  is  about  being  introduced, 
which,  if  accepted,  will  scatter  to  the  winds  whatever  of 
protection,  if  protection  it  can  be  called,  that  the  producing 
classes  now  receive. 

The  proposition,  then,  being  to  that  effect,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should  approach 
the  subject  directly ;  that  they  should  toe  the  mark,  and  in- 
troduces bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  the  duties  on  imports. 
Its  object  would  then  be  understood,  and  the  honorable 
inemhers  of  this  House  would  act  advisedly. 

I'be  practical  operation  of  this  H\\  will  be  to  increase, 
and  throw  into  market,  the  already  excessive  importations 
of  goods,  paying,  by  existing  laws,  cash  duties.  The 
mesne  obtained  by  the  bounty  of  Government  will  famish 
forth  new  importations ;  and  none  can  act  with  such  dele< 
terious  efiecft>upon  the  labor  and  interests  of  the  producing 
classes  as  those  of  ihi^  character;  and  an  acquiescence  in 
the  demsnd  of  the  commercial  interest  will  fail  wiih  pecu- 
liar hardship  upon  that  extensive  clbss  of  the  people.  'I'hey 
suffer  not  only  in  common  with  all  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, but,  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  they,  in  effect, 
are  required  to  furnish  forth  the  means  to  enable  the  im- 
porters, by  further  unnecessary  importations,  still  more  to 
injure  and  depress  them. 

Gentlemen  ate  aware  that  merchandise  paying  cash  du- 
ties, as  embraced  in  this  bill,  consists  of  wool,  woollen 
goods,  and  goods  of  which  wool  is  a  component  part.  We 
have  been  told  in  thif>  hail  that  our  manufactories  are  gen- 
erally suspended  in  their  business;  that  thousands  of  our 
citizens  connected  with  them  are  out  of  employment,  and 
are  in  a  condition  of  want  and  suflering ;  and  it  is  well 
known  by  those  conversant  in  such  matters  that  the  price 
of  goods  of  this  description  is  depressed  beyond  ail  former 
precedent.  The  quantity  on  hand  of  this  kind  of  goods, 
foreign  and  domestic,  is  immense ;  and  the  amount  of  wool 
in  the  warehouses,  and  remaining  yet  in  the  bands  of  the 
producers,  scattered  over  the  northern  half  of  the  Union, 
cannot  be  less  in  value  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 

Does  not  this  state  of  things  exhibit  embarrassment  and 
distress  to  an  extent  that  does  not  require  legi^ative  enact- 
ments to  increase  it  1  ShsU  the  command — he  believed 
the  term  was  not  inappropriate— of  the  commercial  interest 
add  to  the  general  calamity,  by  screening  themselves  from 
the  effects  of  their  own  imprudence,  and  throwing  it  with 
appalling  force  upon  the  great  mass  of  the  producing  class- 
es, whom  that  imprudence  has  already  so  severely  injured  ? 
It  is  true  that  those  classes  are  not  asking  for  relief;  thoy 
disdain  to  prefer  the  mendicant's  prayer ;  but,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  they  pull  off 
their  coals,  roll  up  their  sleeves,  and  go  to  work. 

He  bad  said  that  the  distresses  of  the  peirple  were  prin- 
cipally caused  by  the  imprudence  of  the  commercial  inter- 
est. It  was  generally  conceded  that  tbey  had  proceeded 
mainly  from  over-trading ;  but,  to  his  mind,  a^  proper  dis- 
tinction had  not  been  taken  as  regards  the  kind  or  char* 
acter  of  over-trading,  bo  far  as  the  individual  concerned 
is  aflecled,  no  distinction  exists;  but  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that,  however  severe  the  levulsions  in  business  msy 
at  any  time  be  among  a  great  people,  a  vast  majori^  of 
individuals  are  not  materially  affected  by  it— a  vast  majority 
do  not  incur  liabilities  that  ereate  embarrassment.  Hence, 
when  the  balance  of  trade  is  not  against  us  with  foreign 
nations,^  our  immense  domestic  operations  are  not  impeded ; 
and,  although  in  their  excesses  individuals  will  suffer,  csp- 
ital  is  not  diverted  from  its  accustomed  channels;  it  merely 
changea  hands  within  a  circle  over  which  it  is  not  required 


to  pass.  A  brief  view  of  our  own  eondition  will 
that  position.  Our  domestic  operations^  including 
business  and  general  indebtedness,  reach  to  an  aaiOBiitrf 
which  it  is  difficult  even  to  form  an  opinion.  We  htm 
no  data  to  direct  us  but  what  is  derived  fran  our  o«» 
knowledge  of  indebtedness  to  banks,  but  bethought  hew« 
more  likely  to  be  below  thap  above  the  mark  in  placing  il 
at  two  thottsiind  millions  per  annum. 

This  immense  business  had  at  all  times  beA  limnnddi 
without  difficulty,  when  balances  abroad  had  not  insnA 
too  heavily  upon  us.  No  revulsions  under  sudk  riitiiat 
stances  had  taken  place,. and  all  the  efforts  to  that  end  thi^ 
were  made  by  politicians'snd  others,  in  1834,  wereal 
ive.  No  efforts  could  have  been  more  animated,  m 
more  powerful  applied,  to  create  eonfusioa  and  . 
disaster ;  but  the  energy  and  resources  of  the  peopK  Brtr 
being  crippled  by  foreign  demands,  the  payment  i>fwkiA 
required  the  basis  of  our  paper  currency,  bore  up  tQiiai|i^ 
antly  and  successfully  against  the  etorm.  In  Ulaaitr«lMS«| 
this  view  of  the  subject,  he  ^ould  adduce  a  rcmask  ctf  ^ 
English  statesman  in  comparing  the  relative  ec 
England  and  the  United  States  in  the  pieaent  c 
said  that  the  former,  with  a  national  debt  id  eight  hw 
millions  4>f  pounds  sterling,  and  an  annual  tax  of  fifty 
lions  sterling  upon  the  people,  was  prosperous  and  oi 
barrassed,  and  its  industry  and  trade  not  materiaUy 
ed ;  w.hii6t,  on  the  contrary,  the  Government  of  the  \h 
States,  with  a  surplus  of  forty  millions  of  doUan^  aai 
people  comparatively  no  taxes  to  pay,  yet  the  Governi 
and  the  people  were  alike  bankrupt.  Without  hi 
adopting  these  positions,  they  nevertheless  went  dcailyJ 
elucidate  to  his  mind  the  effects  of  the  comoierdal 
of  the  two  countries.  Englsnd  has  no  balances 
her,  and  hence  the  comparatively  partial  evil  aha 
t;es ;  whilst  the  balance  against  us  required,  in  its  liqi 
tion,  the  ciiin  of  the  country— 4he  baais  of  our  paper  i 
rency.  The  step  Uken  was  inevitable.  The  baais  of 
currency  would  have  been  awept  from  the  eoniitvy  be 
the  proper  and  jastifiable  course  of  those  who  held 
possession.  Had  England  received  her  du^a,  she 
of  course,  not  have  felt  the  blow ;  but  bad  we 
paid  -otir  debts  we  should  have  been  ruined. 

In  establishing  the  position  that  the  prevent 
things  has  been  produced  principally  by  over-trading, 
condition  of  England  has  been  asaimtlated  to  ours,  and  < 
embarrassments  ascribed  to  the  same  causes.  In  his^ 
menty  however,  there  was  a  material,  a  radical  dilletei 
our  over-trading  consisted  in  buying  too  much,  in  boj 
more  than  we  can  pay  for,  of  foreign  countries.  The 
trading  of  England,  on  the  contrary,  cona^sta  in 
more  than  ahe  can  obtain  pay  for,  and  the  loaers  only 
the  eflect,  without  its  pervading  all  branchea  of  Iniiii 
Our  over- trading  abroad,  as  before  remarked,  in 
balances  against  us,  affects,  in  a  greater  or  leas  dc^grrc^ 
classes  of  community  by  its  operation  on  the  currency, 
hazarded  little  in  sayin?  that  excessive  importations 
been  the  forerunner  of  all  the  aevere  revuUions  w«  had 
for  the  last  twenty  years.  That  uf  1819  must  be  &i 
to  most  of  the  members  of  this  House,  and  be  thAoght 
individual  could  doubt  its  csose.  It  operated  with  extrrtf^ 
severity ;  and,  however  great  may  be  the  embai 
and  auffering  of  the  commercial  intereat  at  the 
•time,  the  general  distress  at  that  ))eriod  was  incom[ 
greater  than  it  now  is.  Our  numerous  manufac 
establishments,  with  scarely  a  single  exception, 
overwhelmed  in  irretrievable  ruin.  Thousands  of 
changed  proprietors,  and  thoae  who  but  yesterday 
themselves  secure  in  a  certain,  though  perhaps  humliieflit"' 
dependence,  were  on  the  morrow  tenants  of  their  femaml 
freeholds.  And  it  may  not  he  unworthy  of  remark  ihM 
they  asked  not,  received  not,  any  of  the  boontiea  of  tlo*^ 
ernment. 
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ler.  10, 1897.] 


Claims  upon  Deponte  Banks. 


[H.  or  R. 


lb  kad  M  dMibt  of  tlie  ezittenoe  of  the  diAcultiM 
iMwd  of  bf  the  comnieroiai  intcratt.  Public  fame,  m 
111 « thi  docomenii  More  ns  on  that  eabject,  eatsblisb 
■t  fict;  and  be  ihoold  hifg$%  for  the  honof  of  hamanity, 
iillkal.dittiw  nast  b«Lf  ^  indead,  that  could  bring  be- 
ll Ub  iMggiDg  time,  t|^^  clain  of  our  citisena  who,  in 
IvowB  cMmation,  an#««s  it  would  appear,  in  the  eali- 
ilioB  ef  4Wt  Hooae,  vhn  firet  in  importance  at  they 
tMiawetlih. 

Bt  iTMid  the  proviaiona  ni  the  firat  aeetion  of  thia  bill 
nU  iffoid  then  great  relief;  at  all  eTCnta,  it  waa  their 
iponita  of  the  bountiea  of  GoTemment.  He  considered 
iiaeoiid  atction,  as  wall  as  the  amendment  offered,  went 
^iknaie,  by  the  aid  of  the  6overnment»  an  evil  which 
^  loa  gmit  eztent,  been  checked  by  its  own  ezceeses. 
ifoTtUooi,  eaahnraed  in  the  amendment,  being  principal- 
rfrM  thi  west  of  Enrope,  had  in  general  been  ordered 
ace  ibecsBMnencesDent  of  the  preeent  embarraasmenla. 
kt  inparten  wen  coooeqaently  aware  of  their  inability, 
MwioiMity  oKiels,  to  comply  with  tbe  requirements  of 
pravmae  laws.  If,  then,  they  have  knowingly  and  pur- 
m  pknged  in  ^ood  their  depth,  they  should  be  left, 
gk  great  mass  of  their  fellow  citisens  are,  to  get  out  of 
pk^ifficaJiic^  wtthoot  the  special  bountiea  of  the  Govern- 
M.  He  would  say  jio  more  except  to  express  the  hope, 
li|k  apparently  a  vain  one,  that  thoae  who  had  contrib- 
tilhe  establishment  of  the j>resent  revenue  laws, would 
ied  ate  the  propriety  of  rendering  them  permanent. 

EVERETT  imiuired  of  Mr.  Caxbbbuvo  whether 
ioeodoieot  was  intended  to  cover  goods  now  in^  the 
'iMMs,  as  well  ns  those  which  should  be  bended 
DOW  end  tbe  ls<  of  November  ? 
CAMMELENG  replisd  in  the  affirmative. 
E.  tkeo  said  theie  waa  one  view  in  which  the  hill 
opeists  father  fiavocaUy  to  the  manufacturers.  Tbe 
iota  would  be  redocrd  to  the  alternative  of  either 
(kair  goods  at  auction,  or  reshipping  them ;  and  no 
■uy  would  prefer  to  reship,  which  would  operate 
to  ear  own  mnnuliictttrers.     He  was  in  frvor  of 
t  as  heing,  in  this  view,  preferable  to  the 
Utl. 

CANBRELBNO  made  a  verbal  modification  of  the 
t,  to  lemovc  all  doubt  as  to  its  applying  to  gooda 
>  *ive:  instead  of  «<ahall  be"  imported,  to  insert 
^n  been,  or  mny  he  ;'*  which  was  agreed  to. 
MSN£PEfi,  after  a  few  remarks,  not  heard  by  the 
r,  iDoted  to  amei»d  the  committee^  amendment  by 
the  following  t>rovi«o : 
^^VttW,  further^    That  all  others  in  anywise  in- 
^  iothe  United  8tatcs,  exoept  for  pni'lic  moneys  re^ 
•ball  be  entitled  to  the   benefits  of  thia  act  on  the 
adeoaditions  hereinbefojre  prescribed.*' 
ameodiBeot  waa  not  agreed  to.  **  . 

ADAMS  mo^ed  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  the 
Oce  on  Manufactures.  This  motion  he  made,  al- 
bimaelf  peraonally  rather  IHvorahle  to  the  bill,  from 
af  do^  a«  ohainnan  of  that  committee  which  waa 

PN  widii  the  goaidianahip  of  the  manufacturing  intereeu 

J»  aoiion  wss  negatived. 

|v.  DirNN,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  following  be 

P  « 1  atw  aeetion  to  the  bill : 

r^  he  it  further  maeted,   1*hat  all  pessons  indebted 

P"t  extended  bonds  may  pay  the  -aune,  or  any  part 

C'iPl  "^n^l^  the  amendment  by  a  apeech  of  consid- 
P  nogtb,  in  which  he  insisl:>ed  on  the  Justice  and  good 
f'<««u€h  a  measure. 


ifttt 


Mme  explanationa  between  him  and  Mr.  Cax- 


&*"»i  the  amendment  was  rtjected. 
naqoeation  then  recurring  on  the  engroeament  of  the 
l^  ^  oidering  it  to  a  tlsird  leading,  it  was  carried 
^t  eonnt:  wheraaaan  the  bill  waa  read  •  thiid  time 
"■*H  tnd  pasaed. 


CLAIM8  UPON  DEPOSITE  BANK8. 

The  Houee  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whoto  on 
the  state  of  the  Uaiion,  (Mr.  F.  O.  J.  BHiTB,.of  Maine, 
in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ad- 
just the  remaining  claims  against  the  late  depoaite  banks. 

The  bill  having  been  read»- 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND,  of  LouiMana,  moved  to  amend 
it  by  striking  out  all  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause  and 
inserting  a  aubatitute,  the  object  of  which  is  to  extend  the 
propoeed  indulgence  to  the  banks  firom  .three,  siz«  and 
nine  months  to  nim;  .twelve,  and  eighteen  montha. 

After  a  brief  explanation  of  the  poinia  in  which  hia 
amendment  differed  from  the  Senate's  hill,  he  propoeed  to 
fill  the  blank  by  inaarting  the  word  **  five,"  so  as  to  read 
««fiva  per  cent." 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  supported  the  amend- 
ment,  and  went  into  a  atatemeot  of  the  proaent  condition 
of  the  banks  of  Louisiana,  whence  he  argoed  the  propriety 
and  neoeasity  of  granting  them  further  time;  but,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  tosoes  they  had  aostained,  he  contended 
that  they  ought  to  be  relieved  from  all  payment  cfintereat. 

Mr.  LTON,  of  Alabama,  aaid,  aa  one  of  the  lata  depoa- 
ite banks  embraced  by  the  provisiona  of  tbe  bill  aoder 
coneideratton  was  eituated  in  the  district  he  repreaenied, 
he  would  explain  the  tranaaetiona  between' that  bank  and 
the  Government,  by  way  of  showing  that  the  indulgence 
proposed  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana [Mr.  GAmi.AaD]  ought  to  be  allowed. 

The  branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile, 
had,  since  it  waa  made  a  depository  of  the  public  money, 
leea  than  four  years  ago,  received  to  the  credit  of  the  Trea- 
sury upwards  of  seven  millions  of  doHars,  and  had,  with- 
out expenee  or  Iocs  to  the  Oovernaaent,  faithfully  disbursed 
and  paid  over  thia  large  sum,  with  the  exception  of  a  bal- 
ance of  about  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  amount 
now  doe  from  the  bank.  More  than  three  millions  of  the 
sum  received  on  deposits  at  Mobile  had,  aa  Mr.  Ltoit  waa 
mformed,  been  transferred  by  the  bank  to  the  Nortbeta 
and  Eastern  cities,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  l^reaa- 
ury,  when  funds  at  the  Nor^  ware,  in  Mobile,  worth 
from  1  to  S  per  cent,  more  than  par.  The  bank,  he  said; 
had  made,  as  it  wasaupposed,  ample  provision  to  trsns- 
fer  the  balance  due  the  Government  to  the  North,  where 
it  was  underrtood  payment  of  the  amount  would  be  pre- 
ferred hy  the  Treasury  Department.  They  had  purchased 
exchange  on  New  York  and  Liverpool  to  a  large  amount, 
drawn  upon  the  authority  of  lettera  of  credit  suppoi^d  to 
be  perfectly  good,  and  drawn,  too,  in  execution  of  orders 
for  the  purchaae  of  cotton.  A  very  large  amount  of  theae 
bills,  upwards  of  three  millions,  as  he  had  been  informed, 
had  been  diehonoead  and.  returned  to  the  bank,  witb6ut 
even  the  payment  of  the  nett  proeeeda  of  the  cotton  ac- 
tually ahipped.  i*he  bank  had  been  eonmielled  to  look  to 
the  drawers  and  endorsers  of  iheae  bills  for  pnymeot,  and 
to  give  time  to  the  partiea. 

In  addition  to  the  delay  in  eollarting  the  money,  which 
mu»t  necessarily  reeuli  from  such  a  state  of  things,  Mr.  L. 
said  it  was  hut  reasonable  to  auppose  that  some  lose  would 
enaoe  to  the  bank.  He  thought  the  Governntent  should 
extend  to  the  bank  such  indulgence  aa  that  inetitution 
found  it  necessary  tnd  proper,  under  the  cireumatancea 
stated,  to  allow  to  tie  debtora. 

He  said  the  failure  of  this  bank  to  pay  punctually  the 
balance  due  the  Government  had  resulteid  from  no  want  of 
good  faith  in  its  dealings.  It  might  have  discounted  too 
liberally  upon  the  public  depoeites^  and  he  believed  had 
done  so ;  but  the  bank  would,  at  all  times,  hava  been 
ready  to  have  diacharged  the  draAa  of  the  Treasury,  but 
for  the  sadden  embarraasmenta  which  had  fallen  upon  the 
whole  country,  and  prevented  the  debtors  of  the  bank  from 
meeting  punctually  their  engagements  with  it.  He  had 
bafofahadoocMtoiiio  ala1»  to  ttto  Hoose  tha»  the  amovnt 
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H.  or  R.] 


Fhrida  War. 


[Oct.  11,  I8t7. 


^hich  bad  accumulated  to  the  credit  of  the  Govemment  in 
Mobtte  bad  not  been  depoaited  in  specie.  The  amonnt 
was  principally  in  bank  billi,  and  bad  accmed  from  the 
aale  of  lands  for  which  the  GoTemment  had  receivoii  what 
he  con8i4ered  a  liberal  price— more»  peihaps,  in  many  in-> 
stances,  than  the  same  land,  in  its  unimproved  state, 
would  now  seU  ibr. 

Mr.  Ltov  said  he  would  call  to  the  attention  of  the 
House  a  fact  which»  in  his  judgment,  would  afford  an  ex- 
cuse to  the  bank  at  Mobile,  and,  he  supposed,  to  other  de- 
posite  banks  also,  for  discounting  soip^what  Uberally  upon 
the  public  deposiles. 

The  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  selecting  the  de- 
posita  banks,  had  advised  them  to  afford  increased  facilities 
to  commerce.  He  read  the  following  extract  from  a  cir- 
cular issued  by  the  Department  to  the  banks: 

**  The  deposites  of  the  public  money  will  enable  you  to 
aflbid  increased  facilities  to  commeroe,  ftnd  to  extend  your 
accommodation  to  individuals;  and,  as  the  duties  which 
are  payable  to  the  Govemment  arise  from  the  business  and 
enterprise  of  the  merchants  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  it  is 
but  reasonable  that  they  should  be  preforred  in  the  addi- 
tional accommodation  which  the  public  deposites  will  en* 
able  your  institution  to  give,  whenever  it  can  be  done 
without  injustice  to  the  claims  of  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity." 

The  Bank  of  Mobile  had  (Mid  Mr.  Ltok )  afforded  facil- 
ities to  commerce^  and  had  extended  accommodations  to 
persons  engaged  in  foreign  trade.  The  directors  could  not, 
under  the  circumstances,  have  justified  a  refusal  to  dia- 
count  upon  the  public  depositee  to  persons  in  need  of  bank 
accommodations  and  able  to  secu|e  the  repayment  of  the 
money.  The  public  deposites  bad,  shortly  before  this 
time,  been  withdrawn  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statee, 
and  many  persons  engaged  in  business^  who  had  before 
looked  to  the  branches  of  that  institution  for  accommoda- 
tions, had  to  go  elsewhere  for  such  focilities.  This  was 
DO  doubt  the  cause  of  the  advice  given  by  the  Secretary  ; 
and,  situated  as  the  country  was  at  the  time,  no  one  can 
be  surprised  that  the  advice  was  pursued,  even  to  a  liberal 
extent,  by  the  banks.  He  referred  to  tbeae  foets  for  no 
other  reason  than  to  show  that  the  late  depositebenk  at 
Mobile  had  not  acted  in  bad  faith  in  failing  to  pay  over 
promptly  the  balance  due  from  it.  AH  the  facU  and  cir- 
cumstanoes^  taken  togother,  ought,  in  his  opinion,  (said 
Mr.  L.,)  to  excuse  the  payment  of  interest  on. the  balance 
remaining  due ;  but,'  if  required,  intesest  on  the  amount 
would  be  paid.  He  thought  the  indulgence  proposed  for 
the  payment  of  the  balance  due  cenld  not  be  eonsidered 
unreasonable. 

Mr.  Lrov  said  he  felt. less  concern  about  the  banks 
themselves  than  he  did  about  those  who  were  indebted  to 
them.  If  the  banks  were  prsesed,  and  early  payment  re- 
quired, the  injury  would  fall,  not  upon  the  banks,  but  up- 
on the  people.  If  the  (lovemment  should  resort  to  coer- 
cive measures  against  tbe  banks,  they  would,  in  turn,  fell 
upon  those  who  owed  them,  and,  in  many  cases^  sacrifices 
of  propertv  and  ruin  to  individuals  would  be  the  conse- 
quence. He  hoped  the  claims  would  be  divided  into  easy 
instalments.  The  banks  would  thereby  be  enabled  to  pay 
them  punctually,  and,  at  the  same  time,  aflbrd  a  corre- 
sponding indulgence  to  their  debtors.  He  had  no  objection 
to  the  security  required.  The  Govemment  had  already 
the  State  for  security  for  the  balance  due  from  the  bank  at 
Mobile. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  moving  to  amend  tbe  amendment 
by  striking  out  tbe  clause  in  referenos  to  interest 

Mr.  L00MI8,  of  New  York,  took  the  opposite  side, 
inveighing  against  the  injustice  of  setting  the  banks  free 
from  interest  on  their  debt  to  tbe  Government,  while  tbe 
Government  Itaelf,  which  their  non-payment  had  reduced 
to  straits^  waa  borrowing  money  at  stz  per  cent.,  (for  tlia 
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Treaaury  note  bill  allowed  the  Secretaiy  to  pay  «  bi|bn 
that; )  The  object  of  the  bill  waa  not  to  relieve  thi  bal| 
themselves,  which,  as  such*  were  entitled  to  liuk  iadolieiMi 
but  to  relieve  the  people  thranfli.them. 

Mr.    LOOMIS    and  Mr.  at  iiRTIN  eadi  pranij 
amendmenu  to  the  original  b|kn|.- 

Mr.  POP£  made  aome  rtaiitks  in  reieieDot  to  fl| 
coune  of  trade  in  the  West,  and  the  season  of  tbe  yevi 
which  it  would  be  tho  easiest  for  the  banks  to  p^; 
auggeeted  a  modification  wUch  should  being  their  urn 
payment  in  Johr. 

Mr.  ROBBRTSON,  now  adverting  to  the 
confusion  which  prevailed  in  the  House,  and  vbidi 
prevented  bun  and  thoee  in  bia  neighborhood  kon  he 
the  amendments,  or  the  remarks  iy  which  th^  hd 
advocated,  moved  that  the  committee  riee. 

The  motion  prevailed-^Ayes  71,  noes  67.    8o  d»ctai 
mittee  roee  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  REED,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  an 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  demanded  the  yeai  ssd  iiqi 
that  motion ;  they  were  ordered,  and  taken,  aid 
follows :  Yeas  98,  nays  70.    So  tho  Houss  adjooiNl. 


WsnirxsBAT,  Octobeb  U. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  1»biIbmcI' 
morning  hour,  which  was  the  eonnderation  of  tht  fol 
ing  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Wiaa  onthe  iMiofI 
tember: 

**  Reaohtd^  That  a  select  eommittao  be  appoiatdl  by  1 
lot  to  inquire  into  tbe  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  udl 
the  causes  of  the  delays  and  feilurea^  and  tbe  ez] 
which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  that  war, 
the  manner  of  its  conduct,  and  the  facts  of  iu  biitoi;  i 
erally ;  ^at  the  said  committee  have  power  to  Mod  fcr| 
sons  and  papers,  and  that  it  have  power  tesit  mtkei 
ami  that  it  make  report  to  tbe  next  aessioB  of  " 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  had  moved  to  aoMnd  the 
resolution,  by  striking  all  out  aftsv  the  word  <<itMli 
and  insert  the  following : 

«  That  a  seloct  committee  be  appointed  to  hiqim*! 
the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  the  causss  of  the< 
ordinary  delays  and  feilums,  and  tho  expendiUim 
have  attended  tbe  proeecutoon  of  the  same,  and  all  ^^ 
oonnectod  with  iu  history  generally ;  and  that  said  < 
tee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papeis/' 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the 
Mr.  How  AMD  to  strike  out  the  words  **  thst  s  MJect* 
mittee  be  appointed,'*  and  inaert  «*that  the  Commi 
Military  Afiain  be  inaUucted." 

Mr.  McKAY,  who  was  entitled  to  the  fioor, 
the"House  at  some  length  in  opposition  to  tbe  sd« 
the  resolution.  He  oppoeed  the  raising  of  this  «iect  < 
mittee,  because  the  same  subject  was  now  under 
tion  in  various  ways.  It  had  been  referred  tothe  Pf 
of  the  United  Statea,  who  had  caused  an  inqairj  to 
stituted,  and  had  made  a  report  in  part,  and  be  ondei 
would  probably  report  in  full  at  the^  next  sesaion  of 
gross.  Besides  this,  the  cbaitman  of  the  Committc*^ 
Indian  Affaire  [Mr.  Bkll]  had  moved  to  have  ibiir' 
ject  referred  to  that  committee»  and  after  a  lengthy,  r~ 
doubt  arduous  investigation,  the  papen  had  been  n 
back  to  the  Huune  without  coming  to  any  concluiioni 
on.  He  presumed,  however,  that,  at  the  comi 
of  the  regular  eession,  the  chairman  of  that 
would  move  to  have  the  subject  again  referred  ^^'^l^  < 
mittee,  and  proceed  with  the  invoi^tigation.  He  cmm 
therefore,  eee  the  necessity  of  reising  this  select  eooinulM 
because  it  was  before  tbe  President  of  the  Unitfd  1^ 
who  had  appointed  commissionere  to  inveatigate  ths  o*^ 
and  th#  gentkiaaa  from  Maaachosetts  [Mr.  AiAKij" 
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BJttad  that  tbcj  had  perfonnad  their  duty  faithAilIy,  ao 
r  u  thcj  went,  and  laid  befbra  the  Houae  information 
hitib,  to  ose  hia  own  ezpreasion,  had  made  the  blood  tin- 
iiD  hit  veina.  They  will  doobtleaa  lay  the  whole  pro- 
idinp  before  the  House  at  the  nezt  aeiaion  of  Congreaa. 
licliiioii  to  the  causea  of  delaya  and  failarea  of  the  eam- 
%Bi,  it  wQl  be  recollected  that  an  inquiry  waa  inatituied 
'Ibe  Prendent  at  Frederick,  at  which  all  the  officen  en- 
|Ri  in  the  firat  campaign  (Scott,  Crainea,  and  Clinch) 
M  folly  eiamined,  and  the  court  came  to  the  conclneion 
it  tbe  fiulorea  and  delaya  of  the  campaigna  were  in  conae- 
pee  of  tbe  inealubrity  of  the  climate,  Uie  impregnability 
)|he  ivimpfl^  and  the  abeence  of  all  knowledge  of  the  to^ 
mKfkij  of  the  country  by  the  cemmanding  general^  and 
(d£ficahj  in  trauapbrtingauppliea  for  the  army  from  one 
M  to  eDother.  Hera,  then,  at  this  tribunal,  all  the 
■Mof  thefiuluree  of  the  campaigna  conducted  by  Generala 
Udm and  Scott  were  ezamined  into ;  and  it  certainly  could 
libednigiied  t>y  the  Houae  to  institute  an  inquiry  in  re- 
to  the  eondoct  of  the  preaent  commander  in  Florida, 
iesop,)  at  a  time  when  he  waa  juat  preparing  and 
his  foroea  for  another  campaign.  It  would  cer- 
J  be  improper  for  the  House  to  interfere  with  this  cam- 
ipi  before  ther^  waa  an  opportunity  of  doing  any  thing 
lb  it  It  would  be  interfering  with  the  legitimate  dutiea 
tbe  ExecQtiTe  to  aend  an  investigating  committee.,  with 
Is  seod  for  peraona  and  paper<i,  into  Florida ;  and,  by 
g,  the  whole  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  jfrom  the 
iog  campaign  might  beset  aside.  Mr.  McK.  next 
to  the  remarka  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennwastje, 
Biu,]  who*  had  atated  that  the  pi\>babie  causea  of 
of  the  campaigns  in  Florida  had  arisen  from  thedo- 
ia  the  number  of  ofBoera  connected  with  the  army 
It.  He  admitted  that  there  might  be  aome  justice 
^remark,  but  said  the  Abject  had  already  attracted 
ittentbn  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea,  and 
to  in  order  iaaoed  aa  early  aa -October  last,  direct- 
officers  of  the  army  on  detached  aervice  US  join  their 
ti  and  companies,  in  which  order  the  President  had 
Ibit  this  state  of  things  moat  no  longer  exist.  If  any 
Wis  to  be  taken  of  this  matter,  however,  by  this 
it  was  the  legitimate  buaineas  of  the  Committee  on 
7  Afiairs  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  he  hoped  they 
tale  the  matter  under  consideration.  In  relation  to 
of  expenditures,  he  admitted  that  they  had  been 
brgv>  amounting,  he  believed,  to  about  aeven  millions: 
eoaU  see  no  necessity  of  appointing  A  aelect  commit- 
tiks  charge  of  thia  subject,  when  we  have  commit- 
ippointed  umler  the  rulea  whoae  apedal  buainess  it 
take  charge  of  these  autjeets.  He  alluded  to  the 
ittees  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Executive  Bepart- 
•U  of  which  committees  he  believed  were  composed 
tties opposed  te  the  adminiatration.  The  Committee 
Expenditorea  of  the  War  Department  should  take 
,nb)ect  into  consideration,  and  report  upon  it.  Mr. 
oonduded  by  moving  to  poatpone  the  further  eon- 
^  of  the  resolution  until  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
next 

•  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the  mo- 
If  there  wu  to  be  any  inveatigation  at  all,  it  waa  aa 
7  ud  as  practicable  now  aa  ft  could  be  ever.  He 
the  committee  would  be  at  once  appointed,  and  por- 

^  bqiiiriea  during  the  receas,  ao  aa  to  report,  in 
or  in  part,  at  the  next  seasion.     He  waa  opposed  to 

i*^B(Wce  of  inveatigationa  of  alleged  extraordinaiy 
to  standing  eommittecf ,  and  replied  to  the  remarka 

•  HowAiD,  of  Maryland,  whe  had^oade  the  pending 
R  to  refer  the  subject  under  consideration  to  the 

ittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

ADAMS.    The  question  is  an  entire  new  question. 

not  now  a  question  aa  to  what  committee  it  ahall  be 

'  to,  but  whether  it  shall  now  have  the  go-by  altogeth- 


er. The  whole  of  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  went  to 
the  point  that  it  ia  unneceasary  for  thia  Houae  to  trouble 
itaelf  at  all  about  the  matter,  and  would  be  juat  aa  atrong  an 
argument  againat  the  inveatigation  in  December  aa  now. 
Mr.  A.  alluded  again  to  the  inveatigation  made  under  the 
direction  of  Congress  by  the  late  Executive,  and  aaid  that 
the  horrible  disclosures  of  that  report  convinced  him  atill 
more  atrongly  than  ever  of  the  neoeasity  of  the  propoaed  in- 
quiry. He  replied  to  the  augge^tiona  of  Mr.  McKat,  with 
regard  to  the  propoaiiiona  of  varioua  committees^  aa  the 
proper  refereen  of  the  aubject  before  the  Houae.  Among 
the  rest,  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  War 
Department  had  been  lecommended  by  that  gentleman. 
Mr.  A.  reminded  the  Houae  that  the  eommitteea  on  ex- 
pendltqrea  were  ainecures,  without  pay,  and  vrithout  duty 
also.  A  chairmen  of  one  of  them  [Mr.  Hawss]  had  told 
the  House  that  he  had  never  called  the  committee  together, 
and  did  not  even  know  hia  colleaguea!  Mr.  A.  had  in- 
tended to  offer  a  reaolution  to  reacind  the  rule  requiring 
that  thoae  eommitteea  ahould  be  appointed. 

Mr.  A.  replied,  further,  to  the  ailment  of  Mr.  McKAr, 
that  the  conatitution  of  the  Committee  on>  Military  AflUra 
waa  the  same  in  previoua  adminiatrationa  as  now.  That 
was  no  good  reason  why  it  ahould  atill  continue  to  be  ao, 
Mr.  A.  contended. 

In  allusion  to  there  being  on  this  committee  eight  mem- 
bers from  the  South,  and  only' one  from  the  Northern  aec- 
tion  of  the  country,  Mr.  A.  said  that  the  reaaon  must  be 
that  the  people  of  the  North  had  no  interest  in  the  auhjecta 
refarriUe  to  it.  Aa  to  the  interest  of  all  the  New  Epgland 
Blatea,  aa  well  aa  of  thoaa  of  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Delaware,  and  Maryland,  in  the  benefit  that  would  reault 
to  them  from  the  enormoua  expenditurea  of  public  money 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  Florida  campaigns,  Mr.  A>  ad- 
mitted it  waa  very  little  indeed.  But  they  had  a  very  deep 
interest  in  the  amount  of  those  expenditures,  at  all  eventa. 
Were  the  army  diabanded^o-morrow,  it  would  be  money 
in  tl)eir  poeketa ;  and  he  looked  upon  thia  fact  aa  another 
exemplification  of  that  profound  philosophical  theory  of  hia 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Taoxpsoir,]  who  had 
aaid  that  the  money  of  thia  Oovemroeiit  flowed  naturally 
towards  the  North.  Since  he  had  made  theae  remarks^ 
that  gentleman  bad  puUiahed  hia  apeech,  and  be  had  now 
tumMi  the  globe  half  round.  The  stream  now  flowed  to 
the  Eaat,  and  not  the  North.  Well,  air,  be  it  then  « the 
Eaat  I" 

Mr.  CAMBRBLENG  roae  and  interrupted  Mr.  AnAica 
here ;  remarking  that  the  gentleman  aeemod  to  be  oonclud- 
ing  to  no  point ;  and,  calling  for  the  orders  of  the  day, 

Mr.  ADAMS  aaid  he  waa  ready  to  yield  the  floor,  and 
did  so. 

BILL  REGULATING  FEES  ON  BONDS. 

The  District  Attomeya*  fee  bill  on  bonds  had  three  rrad- 
inga,  as  it  came  from  the  Senate,  and  was  pasaed. 

SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  re- 
solved Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maine,  being  in  the  chair.) 

The  bill  aa  to  the  settlement  of  the  depoaite  bank  accounta 
being  the  .fifst  bill  announced  as  before  the  committee, 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  that  he  considered  himself  bound, 
by  the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  sOb-Treasury  bill,  to 
move  that  it  be  taken  up  at  that  time.  And  on  that  mo- 
tion ho  demanded  a  count  by  tellers,  which  being  sus- 
tained, (after  aome  converaation  aa  to  the  regularity  of 
the  proceeding,^  the  motion  prevailed:  Yeaa  105,  naya36. 

Mr.  jAMxa  Garlavs's  amendment  to  the  bill  being 
read,  by  request  of  a  member^ 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  rose  and  said,  he  would  not  ofier  an 
apology  to  the  Houae  for  addressing  it  Upon  a  aubject  ao 
fraught  with  the  higheat  good  or  the  deepest  evil  to  hia  own 
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coDgtUuents,  m  that  dow  before  it.  He  bad  been  aware 
when  he  first  took  his  seat  in  that  bodj,  that  he  would 
have  to  contend  against  great  power  and  patronage. 
There  bad  been  a  time  in  his  political  Ufa  when  he  thought 
the  arm  of  this  Government  needed  to  be  strong  to  regulate 
some  of  the  consequences  of  the  rapid  increase,  in  eitent 
and  resources,  of  the  country.  ,The  usurpations  of  the 
Executive,  which  he  had  witnessed  for  the  last  few  years» 
had  taught  him  a  different  lesson.  He  now  found  the 
Government  too  strong  for  the  people ;  and  that  some  of 
the  memorable  predictions  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Pickeas]  and  his  friends,  in  regard  to  the 
influence  pf  Executive  dictation  and  usurpation,  were  in 
a  fair  way  to  be  realized.  He  had  come  to  his  seat  pre- 
pared  to  combat  that  usurpation,  and  to  contend  Jo  r  the 
lost  rights  of  the  States ;  and  he  thought  he  should  find 
the  bold,  manly,  and  chivalrous  arm  of  the  Southron  bared 
to  aid  hiiu  in  that  contest;  What  had  been  his  surprise  to 
find  that  very  arm  on  which  he  had  relied  for  such  aid, 
raised  in  the  van  of  the  attack  he  had  to  resist !  That 
geodemaii  [Mr.  Pickens]  had  said  that  he  had  renounced 
no  opinions  he  had  entertained  before,  and  yet  he  is  lend- 
ing his  aid  in  the  advancement  of  a  ocheme  which  is  to 
unite  in  one  hand  the  puree  and  the  sword  of  this  Grov- 
emment,  and  to  make,  by  his  adhesion  and  support,  the 
bill  before  the  committee  too  etrong  for  tho  opposition  of 
those  with  whom  he  had  be«n  used  to  act  in  concert. 

Commenting  on  the  argument  of  Mr.  Pickens  as  to  the 
character  and  influence  of  a  national  bank,  Mr.  H.  de- 
manded of  that  gi^ntleman  what  would  be  the  influence  of 
an  Executive,  in  any  action  against  the  rights  of  .the  States, 
who  could  wield  so  formidable  a  weapon  against  those 
rights^  as  all  the  revenues  of  this  Government  1  And  upon 
this  subject  he  enlarged  extensively. 

As  to  what  had  fallen  from  that  gentleman  in  his  re- 
marks of  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  North  and  South,  as 
relatively  placed,  in  interest  a4l  in  policy,  with  regard  to 
each  other,  Mr.  H.  was  very  eloquent  and  forcible.  That 
gentleman  [Mr.  Pickens]  had  threatened  a  servile  war  as 
t^.e  consequence  of  a  struggle  between  those  interesta,  and 
had  promised  to  preach  insurrection  to  the  laborers  of  the 
North,  as  an  oflbet  to  similar  alleged  appeals  to  the  South. 
That  gentleman  (said  Mr.  H.)  is  mistaken  if  he  thinks 
that  there  is  any  parity  of  reasoning  as  to  the  laborers  of 
the  North,  or  the  slaves  of  the  South.  They  wer«  not, 
as  was  so  boldly  argued,  under  the  domination  or  control 
of  the  capitalists.  They  were  freemen,  conscious  of  their 
rights  and  privileges.  By  the  laboring  chases  of  the 
North  the  banner  of  the  Revolution  had  been  unfurled, 
and  the  fields  of  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  been  won. 
Dy  those  classes  there,  even  in  the  cities  so  much  vilified 
and  denounced,  were  the  men  who  sit  in  thst  hall  sent 
thither ;  and  they  wene  alive  to  all  the  rights  of  fVecmen, 
which  they  sent  their  representatives  there  to  defend  and 
advocate.  Mr.  H.  regretted  that  this  ball  of  discord  had 
been  set  rolling  there ;  that  the  Texas  question,  and  the 
slavery  question,  had  been  sUrted  on  that  floor  to  frighten 
the  House  **  from'  its  propriety."  He  was  not  unfriendly  to 
the  South.  Far  from  it.  Many  of  his  early  and  most 
friendly  associates  w«re  connected  with  that  section.  He 
nhould  be  ever  found  by  the  side  of  the  people  .of  that  sec- 
tion, in  resisting  any  invasion  of  their  rights.  But  still 
he  had  a  paramount  duty  to  perform—to  vindicate  from  at- 
tack, and  to  shield  from  reproach,  the  people  of  his  own 
part  of  the  country.  . 

Mr«  Hoffman  paid  a  deserved  compliment  to  the  bold 
and  frank  manner  in  which  Mr.  Pickens  had  come  for- 
ward to  the  aid  of  the  administration  in  the  support  of  this 
bill.  1*hat  gentleman  had  not  crept  into  the  ranks  of  his 
former  enemies.  He  had,  like  Tulltus  Aufidius,  in  Koman 
history,  boldly  told  hb  new  allies  of  his  former  battles 
against  them ;  he  hod,  almost  in  bravado,  indeed,  spread 


befort  them  the  records  of  hia  oonsbtency  as  theh 
promising  opponent.  They  had  taken  him  into  tlwirai* 
ploy,  and,  being  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  he  (Mr.  ftl 
must  defend  his  countrymen,  though  it  be  Coriolaouvll 
heads  the  Volacians  againat  Rome ! 

The  gentleman! (continued  Mr.  H.)  is  proud  of  the  uii 
of  locofbco.     Sir,  that  is  a  matter  of  taste. 

[Mr.  Pickens  explained.  He  had  said,  in  alhwoalii 
a  remarit  made  on  that  floor  some  days  ^ee  by  an  bsim 
able  member,  that  he  was  willing  to  be  such  a  loeofeo»3 
John  Milton  was^  if  ha  were,  indeed,  one.  He  bid  m 
intended  to  be  understood  as  declaring  himself  a  koofca^ 
under  the  ordinary  accoptation  of  that  term.] 

Mr.  Hoffman  said  that  he  certainly  did  net  BMali 
misrepresent  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolioi.  ft 
hardly  understood  what  the  term  in  question  ngoilfi 
But  he  b  not  surprised  to  hear  the  gentleman  decUnltat 
he  b  not  one  of  the  followers  of  him  who  had  once  fnai 
that  hb  **  mouth  should  be  the  Parliament  of  Zn^lnlf 
and  that  '*  hb  horse  should  graie  in  Cheapside."*  Bstll 
had  euiogixed  Milton  as  hb  exemplar.  For  that  bum^  I| 
too,  (Mr.  H.,)  had  great  reverence.  He  remembsralBA 
the  noble  defence  of  John  Milton  of  the  subject;  and  f$ 
thn  veiy  man  was  choleric,  hasty,  and  ofbn  rsih  jbIm 
opinions*  There  waa  (said  Mr.  H.)  a  strikkig  tarn 
dence,  which  he  could  not  but  allude  to,  in  the  \ufMfm 
Milton,  as  applicable  to  our  own  times.  The  sameiDt 
patriot  who,  in  his  zeal  for  liberty,  had  aided  in 
hb  monarch  to  the  liloek,  afterwards  threw  himietf  i 
the  arma  of  the  Protector,  and  supported  the  tbnNM  wM 
was  reared  on  the  downfiall  of  Charles.  Here  Mr. ' 
dfrew  a  parallel  between  the  succession  of  the  prenotMl 
late  Executive,  and  that  of  the  Protector  to  the  Kiof, 
between  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Ci 
and  that  of  the  great  statesman  be  had  alluded  Us 
the  parallel  change  of  circumstances. 

Mr.  H.  was  opposed  to  the  sub-Treasury  biilf 
it  violated  the  constitution  of  the  country— if  not  iti  pi 
and  palpable  literal  language,  its  spirit,  which  is  ill  lifiiii 
blood,  and  which  alone  recommends  it  to  the  paopb  ofAl 
nation.  That  spirit  b  the  principle  that  the  paopkiM 
govern  themselves.  The  mode  of  choosing  public  ofiail 
the  appQintment  ef  those  offioem,  duties,  Sec,  sn  bst  4f 
trappings  of  the  constitution.  But  this  principle  whiokf 
its  spirit,  enters  into  the  labors  of  the  artisan,  tod  the  i» 
searches  of  the  scholar.  It  should  be  the  atmospheiclf 
which  we  should  be  sustained  and  strengthened,  ind  M 
which  we  should  receive  buoyancy  and  vigor  to  pflrf>9 
the  duties  of  good  citizens  and  patriots.  _^ 

The  connexion  between  the  Government  and  thepyj 
of  this  Union,  Mr.  H.  looked  upon  as  a  great  psrto«^; 
There  should  be  a  common  credit  or  discredit,  a  colli 
honor  or  dishonor,  a  common  interest  in  all  things  betslP 
them.  The  distress^  if  there  be  any,  of  the  Govanmol 
should  be  reflected  upon  the  people.  The  srm  of  pcy** 
should  not  be  wielded  over  the  governed,  to  bo  looldl  if 
to  as  paramount,  'ihe  people  should  n<M,  while  ftrofPi^ 
amidst  discontent,  embarrassment,  and  perplexity*  l«^ 
suited  by  the  spectacle  of  their  Government  walking  m 
unfettered,  unembarraased,  and  in  prosperity. 

Mr.  H.  remarked  that  it  had  been  said  that  this  «>*  >* 
new  proposition;  that  England  and  France  bad  fumiw'* 
•examples  of  similar  schemes ;  and  not  long  ainoe  (tkoo^ 
perhaps  not  parlbmentary  to  allude  particularly  to  iH* 
that  floor)  the  great  Mormon  of  this  golden  biblo  (|*'' 
Bentov,  of  the  Senate)  had  instanced  Rome  alfoa*'"' 
nbhing  a  siipiiar  example.  In  reply  to  these  *'!°*']2 
Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  diflerence  botwern  the  intti^^ 
of  England  and  France  and  those  of  our  own  oouotiyt^ 
asked,  why  nU  model  our  whole  Government  ^V^}\i 
examples  1    Why  not  establish  the  <  *  divine  right  of  kinp 

♦  Jack  Cade.    See  2il  part  Henry  VT,  an  ir. 
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hriadple  thnraghoot ;  create  a  sCandiDg  army,  authorize  a 
Ijifem  of  panporta,  and  all  tho  rest  1     And  Rome,  too ; 

tme  had  her  qaestora,  or  public  treaaurera !     Yea,  (aaid 
.  H.,)  she  had ;  an<Lthey  "grew  by  what  they  fed  on.'* 
&  followed  the  Roman  eagles  to  conquest,  and,  in  every 
on,  were  ever  the  links  between  the  worn-down  peo^ 
jie  sod  the  overbearing  Government  «. 

[Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  before  the 
niminee.  The  pubKc  money  is  to  be  given  by  the  Ex- 
Mive  to  the  dillerent  di^ursing  officera.  pefalcation 
INniU  ensue  defalcation,  as  the  consequence  of  this  pro- 
iwoa.  Besides  the  direct  pilfering  and  /rauds  of  the  ofii- 
wi  who  will  have  the  charge  of  the  public  revenues,  there 
PMoid  be  the  brawling  sycophant,  and  the  unscropulotts 
llrtisni,  whose  Tory  bread  would  depend  upon  his  subser- 
jfeacy  to  Eieeutive  dictation.  He  did  not  allude  more  to 
Im  tdmioistration  than  to  another.  Thia  would  ever  be 
|e  ctte,  were  thia  bill  to  become  a  law.  In  case  of  an 
ioo  depending  in  any  State,  or  district,  or  town,  there 
U  be  a  call  on  the  partisan  officeholder's  eiertions. 
one  side  wonki  lie  his  honesty,  and  on  the  other  his 
a;  and  he  would  console  himself,  while  making  the 
ifiee  of  the  former  to  the  latter,  that  the  bread  of  bis 
i  and  children  depended  upon  it.  .  And  who  will  C4ill 
(lefsolter  in  such  a  ease  to  account?  The  Executive  1 
would  never  be ;  and,  as  to  the  Congreas  ?  That, 
was  poweriesa.  The  proceedings  of  the  last  Uongress, 
'  Rmilar  circumstances  to  those  described,  afforded  a 
mt  proof  that  thia  was  so. 
Here  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  novel  and  monstrous  doc- 
whirb  had  been  broached  under  the  late  administra- 
that  evcTy  officer  of  the  Government  was  accountable 
the  Executive  alone ;  and  he  only  to  the  impeaching 
er  of  Congreaa ;  and  insisted  that  no  people  were  ever 
Dg  enough  to  i eaist  the  union  of  the  purse  and  sword 
Government. 

uthe  tpll  pssseff,  he  contended  the  money  of  the  people 

U  not  be  safe ;  it  would  be  leas  safe  than  in  banks, 

e  the  stockholders'  interests  require  the  selection  of 

al  directors  and  officers,  and  where  there  were  many 

bjind  not  a  single  hand;  to  guard  those  interests.  And 

tbis  pouit  Mr.  H.  read  from  the  Congressional  Deba^ea 

1635  an  opinion  of  one  who  he  wished  could  take  a 

Kthst  debate,  and  sustain  the  views  he  had  once  ex- 
t  and  which  he  would  now  quote — views  ^hich  he 
nfident  the  high  regard  for  his  opinions,  entertained 
fe^  laemUers  of  that  House,  would  lead  them  to  regard 
Pttgieat respect;  he  alluded  to  Mr.  Speaker  Polk,  who, 
eourM  of  8  debate  in  1835,  had  said  that  '*  corpora-^ 
were  safer  than  any  individual  could  be,  as  the  de* 
r  of  public   moneys,"  because  corporations  were 
together  by  the  strongest  ties  of  interest,  with  an 

^  aggregate  of  wealth,  which  furnished  a  safe  se- 
«>rity,  dec. 

But,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  who  can  tell  but  that,  if  that  gentle- 
»»n  could  'lescend  from  the  chair,  and  atldress  the  House 
ODthif  bill  now,  he  would  not  also  be  found  to  have  under- 
Pjne  toiM  change  of  sentiment  since  the  time  slluded  to  1 
ibis  would  not  be  more  surjirising  tlian  that  one  of  that 
Sf&iiemto't  friends,  also  on  that  floor,  should  have  changed 
^^i!!^'  ^  '^^  subject  within  the  same  term  of  time.  In 
•  wbjte  upon  a  resolution  offered  in  1835  to  that  body  by 
"Ir*  UANBLX,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  keeping  the  public 
**W«»  Mr.CAwaaaLKve  was  reported  in  the  Congression- 
u  IHbstes  to  have  uttered  the  opinion  that  the  sub-Treas- 
^  acheine  would  find  no  friends  there,  and  that  it  was  a 
P^^P^Jxtioii  too  odious  and  monstroua  to  be  entertained. 

Inr.  CAHBuxLxiro  read*  in  answer  to  this  allusion,  an 
•twct  from  hivown  prepared  report  of  the  speech  adverted 
*b  to  the  effect  that  he  had  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
ame  Would  come  when  banks,  as  fiscal  agento  of  the  Gov- 
c^meirt,  could  be  dispensed  with  altogether.] 

Vol.  XIV.— 88 


Mr.  H.  remarked  that  the  gentleman  had  voted  againat 
the  scheme  at  the  time,  and  waa  reported,  in  the  book  of 
debates,  before  he  had  had  time  to  prepare  carefully  hie 
own  report  of  the  speech  he  had  tfiade,  to  have  said  that 
such  a  proposition  could  find  no  frienda  in  that  body.  But 
still  (said  Mr.  H.)  T  know  that  opiniona  ofiha  change, 
like  the  gounl  of  Jonah,  in  a  aingle  night. 

Mr.  H.  here  alluded  to  Mr.  Foster's  eulogy  on  the 
safety -fund  system,  which  he  admitted  to  be  appropriate  ■ 
and  deserved.  And  he  eloquently  detailed  the  conse- 
quences of  that  system  to  the  prosperity  of  the  State — ^the 
apringing  up  of  her  western  cities  almost  at  the  very  sound . 
of  the  woodman'ri  .axe — the  stretching  out  of  long  linea  of 
railroads,  those  avenues  of  communication  and  social  in- 
tarcouree  with  the  different  parts  of  the  country.  The 
North  and  East  had  made  the  West,  and  t|^  West  had 
poured  back  her  gratitude  in  increasing  contributions  to 
the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  State : — and  this  was  the 
working  of  the  safety-fund  system.  It  had  worked  well : 
and  now,  he  would  aak,  what  was  the  reverse  in  the  coun- 
try ?  'J'be  President  now  says  that  over-speculation  is  the 
cause  of  our  present  troubles.  The  philosopher  whose 
theory  it  was  that  the  earth  rested  on  a  tortoise,  was  puz- 
zled to  find  a  place  for  the  tortoise.  And  what  was  the 
true  cause  of  this  distresa  and  embarrassment  1  Mr.  H. 
said  that  it  was  the  war  on  the  United  Suteq  Bank  by  the 
late  ExAcutiye.  The  firat  germ  of  all,  that  Executive 
power  which  now  oppreases  us  was  the  withdrawal  of  the 
depositee.  Thai  waa  the  fountain  whence  all  these  bitter 
waters  flowed.  The  hopes  and  wiahes  of  the  people  were 
involved  in  that  inatitutidn.  The  boat  was  proceeding  on 
its  way,  in  a  swifi  but  equable  course,  when  there  had 
suddenly  ensued  a  crash,  which  was  the  prelude  to  a  bub- 
bling cry  of  agouy  and  despair  from  the  passengera  and 
crew.  The  balance-wheel  had  been  removed  by  the  igno- 
rance or  the  wantonness  of  the  engineer. 

Mr.  H.  had  never  been  the  friend  or  the  enemy  of  the 
United  Statea  Bank,  nor  of  the  local  banka.  He  had  not 
worshipped  Pompey,  in  all  his  pride  of  power  and  piaee^ 
when  armies  had  sprung  up  at  the  stamp  of  his  foot ;  nor 
had  he  ever  bowed  the  Imee  to  his  great  rival.  Yet  would 
he  uot  withhold  fropi  the  latter  the  juatice  which  he  should 
extend  towards  him ;  as 


u, 


in  his  mantle  muflBlng  up  his  facci 


BveD  al  the  bake  of  Pompev**  siainei 

Which  ftU  the  while  ran  blood,  great.  C«sar  fell ! 

And  now  lies  there, 

With  none  so  poor  to  do  him  reverence  !** 

After  some  discussion  of  the  conduct  pursued  by  the 
State  deposite  banks,  which  he  contended  had,  in  the  ma- 
jority of  instances,  been  honorable  and  upright,  he  insiated 
that  it  waa  inconai stent  for  the  friends  of  the  administra* 
tion  to  decry  and  destroy  them.  They  bad  eaten  of  the 
fruit,  and  ahould  not  now  cut  down  (he  tree.  The  United 
States  Bank  had  been  ruined  to  aggrandize  the  State  banka : 
not  in  accordance,  aa  had  been  asaerted,  with  the  people's 
li^ill;  the  people  would  never  have  destroyed  that  inati* 
tution;  but  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  popularity  of  the  lite  Ex- 
ecuiive.  It  waa  withered  by  the  resplendent  '<  glory''  from 
the  brow  of  the  victor  of  New  Orleana.  It  was  destroyed, 
that  the  "weeds,*'  aa  Mr.  Pickbits  had  called  the  State 
banks,  might  grow  and  flourish. 

Mr.^  H.  contended  that  there  had  been  a  time  when 
thoae  "  weeds"  Were  shallow  rooted,  and  might  fakve  been 
easily  eradicated.  He  then  went  on  to  show  that*  Mr.  Van 
Buren  originated  and  rose  into  power  by  the  aid  of  the 
safety -fund  system.  That  it  still  continued  its  influence^ 
politically,  and  procured  a  Van  Buren  majority  there  of 
two-thirda :  and  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  now  kicking 
away  the  ladder  by  which  he  had  mounted,  not  even  aay« 
ing  to  thos^  who  had  been  wondering  at  his  aacenf  with  up- 
turned eyes,  **  Stand  from  under  I"  This  part  of  the  speech 
Was  very  minute  in  ita  detaila,  and  ezated  a  deep  interest. 
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Mr.  H.  satil  the  bill  beforo  the  committee  had  been 
christened  <'a  divorce  bill."  It  was  no  sach  thing.  It  was 
a  bill  authorizing  **  a  fatal  marriage" — fatal  to  the  consti- 
tution, and  to  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  people. 
It  was  not  a  divorce  bill.  The  "  divorce**  bad  already  ta- 
ken place,  without  cause  or  right,  by  the  act  of  one  of  the 
parties,  and  it  was  the  nuptial  benediction  or  another  alli- 
ance that  the  House  were  now  called  on  to  pronounce. 

History  furnishes  a  paralleL     He  who  was 

" but  yesierday  a  Kine, 

And  armed  wiih  Kings  lo  slrive," 

Napoleon  Bonaparte,'  loved  Josephine.  The  conqueror  of 
Italy  had  laid  his  laurels  at  her  feet,  and  whimpered  in  her 
ear  his  aspirations  of  love  as  well  as  of  ambition.  By  her 
were  his  troubles  assuaged,  and  she  was  ever  his  good  ge- 
nius, pointing  him  the  path  to  glory  and  renown,  and  with 
her,  as  his^mpanion  and  adviser,  be  found  himself  upon 
the  throne  of  Charlemange.  But  no  sooner  did  the  diadem 
glitter  upon  his  brow,  than  sEe^  who  had  been  ever  true  to 
him,  was  cast  off  for  the  furtherance  of  schemes  of  policy. 
He  was  thus,  but  he  would  be  tfafely  and  ever  thus,  and 
he  procured  from  a  weak  Senate  a  divorce  from  her,  and 
wedded  Louise  of  Austria,  who  mounted  his  throne  only  to 
see  his  crown  snatched  from  his  brow  !  Sir,  there  may  be 
a  moral  even  in  the  lesson  read  to  our  own  Government 
from  the  rock  of  St.  Helena. 

Mr.  H.  closed  his  remarks  by  warning  gentlemen  of  the 
consequences  of  passing  a  bill  so  fraught  with  danger  as 
that  under  consideration.  He  said,  "the  bow  is  bent, 
make  from  the  shaft !"  unless  by  a  bold  effort  you  can 
wrest  the  bow  from  the  hands  of  the  archer!  Rise  from 
the  mire  of  party  !  Sustain  the  administration  in  every 
thing  in  which  it  is  just  and  right,  but  resist  it  when  its 
measures  are  hostile  to  the  best  and  most  enduring  inter- 
ests of  the  people.  Do  not  aid  in  that  unholy  alliance  of 
the  purse  with  the  sword  in  the  hand  of  power :  and 


CI. 


never  more 


*  Let  the  great  interests  of  the  State  depend 

Upon  the  thousand  chances  that  may  swaj 
A  piece  of  human  fiailty !" 

After  Mr.  Hor fmak  concluded—^ 

.Mr.  HUNTER,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  chair  as  fol- 
lows: -* 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  arise  under  the  painful  sense  that  I  am 
asking  almost  too  Tiiuch  of  this  committee,  when  I  thruw 
myself  upon  its  indulgence  whilst  I  express  my  views  in 
relation  to  the  subject  before  us.  But  our  present  position 
is  highly  responsible ;  the  consequences  of  our  action  in  the 
exuting  crisis  may  be  lasting  to  the  country,  and  I  wish  to 
be  neard  in  vindication  of  the  principles  which  will  govern 
my  course.  We  stand,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  com- 
mercial revolution  ;  we  have  just  witnessed  an  explosion  in 
the  credit  system,  through  which  the  stream  of  capital  cir- 
culates ■  and  dispeniM  its  mighty  agency  to  the  country. 
Old  channels  have  been  abandoned,  new  ones  are  being 
formed ;  and  now,  sir,  when  every  institution  of  the  land 
is  trembling  under  the  shock,  and  our  roost  important  in- 
terests are  sympathizing  with  the  distress  in  the  circulating 
^stem  of  the  body  politic,  the  eyes  of  the  people  aie  turned 
in  anxious  solicitude  upon  our  course. 

They  have  suffered  with  exemplary  patience  under  ca- 
lamities which  would  have  goaded  almost  any  other  people 
to  tumult  and  bloodshed ;  and  they,  have  even  forborne 
to  speak  forth  their  grievances,  as  if  fearful  that  the  clamor 
might  disturb  the  presence  of  mind  of  these  whose  peculiar 
taak  it  was  to  work  the  ship  of  state  off  the  lee  shore  upon 
which  it  was  driving — '«  Nee  tumultua,  nee  guiea  /"  but 
there  is  that  state  of  deep  and  silent  suspense  which  more 
forcibly  than  by  words  seems  to  say  tha^  upon  this  occar 
aion,  "our  country  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty."  I 
feel,  air,  a  most  painful  sense  of  the  responsibility  of  my 
position.  On  the  one  band,  I  know  that  he  cAinot  be  iusti- 
hed  on  the  plea  of  ignorance  who  lightly  tampers  with  the 


important  interests  now  concerned  in  our  action ;  ind, « 
the  other,  if  personal  or  party  considerations  weie  to  dcis 
me  from  doing  whatever  may  be  done  for  the  relief  of  dt 
country,  I  feel  that  my  name  would  deserve  to  be  pQia4 
through  all  posterity  with  execrations.    I  might,  per^| 
escape  responsibility  by  declaring  that,  as  I  bad  nsthing^^ 
do  in  producing  the  present  distress,  so  I  was  boHDdtor' 
nothing  towards  restoring  things  to  a  sounder  conditi 
Sir,  I  scorn  the  excuse.     I  think  I  see  sometbiog  wt 
may  be  done  for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  I  tin   " 
to  share  the  responsibility  with  those  who  will  stteb^) 
In  taking  my  course  I  form  no  new  connexion!,  I  mi 
alliances ;  I  act  as  I  was  sent  here  to  act.    I  legiiklaii; 
for  party,  but  for  the  good  of  our  common  countij.  J; 
tread  all  personsl  and  party  considerations  into  tlted^ 
when  they  present  themselves  in  competition  with  thurtj 
important  interests  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  can  free  this  Oovemmcot  frw 
corrupting  connexion,  it  I  can  aid  in  so  moulding  iti Ml 
as  to  remove  the  cauaes  by  which  it  has  diitaiM 
natural  level  of  oar  circulating  capital,  and  adnsoe 
more  step  towards  that  perfect  freedom  which  Amfl 
trade  ought  to  enjoy,  I  shall  be  content,  be  mj  own 
what  it  may;  but  if  I  should  unfortunately  work  h 
where  I  mean  good,  I  shall  only  regret  that  othcn  wiOi 
fer  under  the  consequencea  of  my  mistake.  But,  ar,  It 
from  these  considerations  to  the  great  qocstioa  before  i 
How  can  we  exercise  tbe  powers  given  us  by  ihecn^ 
tion,  an(J  remould  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Govemot 
as  to  relieve  the  country  of  its  sufferings,  and  pre^eot^ 
recurrence  again  1     It  has  been  well  said  that  d(^ 
the  evil  under  which  we  are  suffering.     The  real 
of  trade  has  been  against  us  ;  the  foreign  creditor  (b 
the  adjustment  of  this  balance  in  specie ;  and  the  cur 
system  of  the  country,  having  been  inflated  beyond' 
dimensions,  was  unable  to  meet  the  demsnd  for  i  ( 
sion  so  sudden.     What,  then,  can  be  done,  sir,  to 
the  people  from  this  pressure  ?     There  are  bot  two 
of  relief  from  ilebt ;  the  one  consists  in  its  pajmeot, 
the  other  palliates  the  evil  by  obtaining  time,  so  asHif 
between  several  years  tbe  burden  which  is  too  beii 
one.     It  is  obvious  that,  as  a  Government,  we  have  M 
th(i  right  nor  the  means  of  paying  the  debt.    Goveiii 
may  spend  money,  but  they  never  make  it ;  and  ' 
tempts  at  political  alchemy  have  always  resulted, 
vain  search  after  the  philosopher's  stone,  in  more  i 
than  profit. 

Has  the  Government  the  means  of  extending  the 
upon  the  debt  due  abroad?  If  this  could  be  doD 
should  undoubtedly  find  immediate  relief.  InstaQOMj 
occurred  in  the  hiatory  of  English  commerce,  snd  ib^^ 
of  our  own  States,  in  which  Government  has  tSSed 
purpose  by  interposing  its  own  credit  between  the  i 
tic  debtor  and  the  foreign  creditor.  There  are  tioies 
a  people  may  be  unable,  without  great  auffirriogi  ^ 
a  sudden  call  for  the  balance  of  trade  which  rxisu  i| 
them.  But  it  can  scarcely  happen  that  they  should 
ultima^ly  able  to  meet  the  call,  if  time  were  giveo. 
these  occaidons,  the  foreign  creditor  presses,  becsQ 
cannot  well  know  the  actual  responsiHlity  of  indivr 
In  such  situations,  the  Englieh  Government  has  exc^ 
its  own  credit,  which  was  undoubted,  for  that  of  tbei 
tic  creditor,  who  was  thus  enabled  to  make  his  remit 
abroad  in  undoubted  securities.  We  have'nopov<rl^ 
to  enter  into  any  auch  trade;  and  although  thej 
ercise  of  this  power  might  occasionally  be  usefoli  J", 
is  too  liable  to  abuse  to  have  been  wisely  entrn«ti?d  loj 
The  direct  fiscal  action  of  Government  might  ^^^Jt 
rendered  conducive  to  this  end,  and  eminently  h^^)^ 
If  we  had  issued  certificates  of  loan  upon  time  ^  | 
money  necessary  for  Government,  I  believe,  sir,  that  J 
merchant,  inatead  of  exporting  his  specie^  would  htT^S^ 
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Id  OB  m  exchange  lor  this  ptper,  which  wonM  htre 
irted  a  belter  porpoee  ftbnnui.  In  this  way  we  ahouM 
He  ibne  moeb  for  the  relief  of  the  coontry ;  we  ahoold 
Hi  ivoided  all  danger  of  a  depreciated  paper  currency  le- 
nd by  Government,  and  we  shonld  have  been  clearly 
llhio  the  iimita  of  our  constitutional  power.  But  the  oe- 
Itoii  hai  pasted  away ;  we  have  passed  a  bill  for  Treas- 
ij  Botif ;  and  when  I  connect  the  discretion,  as  to  inCer- 
i,  conAded  to  the  Secretary,  uftder  the  bill,  with  his 
klini  optoHMiB  on  that  subject,  I  am  bound  to  conclude 
|tt  Ihejr  will  be  isnied  and  designed  as  currency. 
^Bot,  Mr.  Ghainnan,  that  subject  is  njt  now  before  ns, 
}A  I  will  not  detain  the  committee  with  ita  further  oon- 
Hnlieo. 

[lahali  pause  but  a  moment  to  consider  Hm  expedient  of 
^  Uaitoi  States  bank,  which  has  been  suggested  by  some 
I  aiwdiBg  the  means  of  producing  immediate  reUef.  If 
tti  wen  n,  the  suggestion  would  be  useless  to  those  who, 
di/kN;  beUere  that  it  is  demonstrable,  and  that  it  has 
been  demonstrated^  that  we  have  no  power  under  the 
OB  te  charter  such  a  bank.  But,  for  one,  I  do 
Uieve  that  the  expected  efiect  would  flow  from  such  an 
It  would  enter  the  field  as  a  rival  of  the  State 
tioDs,  and  could  only  sustain  the  competition  by  either 
Bg  its  currency  to  the  level  of  the  State  instituiionai, 
elevating  their  circolalion  to  the  sounder  level  which 
t  eitaUish  for  iteelf.  The  first  operation  would  pro* 
e  picscnt  evils ;  and  the  other,  if  attempted  by  any 
most  gradual  meana,  would  break  the  Slate  banka^ 
•gsmvate  the  diatress  of  the  community.  But  I  pasa 
the  considerBtion  of  the  means  of  inmicdiate  relief, 
«r  iaagioary,  which,  are  not  withirf  our  reach,  to  those 
«»j  be.  And  here  I  beg  leave  to  pause  upon  our 
policy  and  its  incidental  effects  upon  currency  and 
If  it  has  introduced  causes  which  disturb  the  natural 
«f  ctreokting  capital,  andXumished  a  foise  excitement 
Dcy  and  credit,  that  policy  ought  to  be  changed. 
eoBvenienoe  maj  require  that  the  change  should  be 
bpt  important  interests  demand  that  it  shall  be  uU 
made.  After  much  considemtion,  I  have  come  to 
nsion  that  the  preseA  and  past  commercial  dis- 
have  been  mainly  produced  by  the  American  bank- 
■leni ;  a  system,  siry  which,  by  the  law  of  its  creation, 
to  its  downfikll  as  the  necessary  result  of  Its  own  ac^ 
aod  this  cataatrophe  is  only  hastened  by  the  excite- 
of  the  connexion  between  it  and  the  Government.. 
|b«  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  McCullocfa,  one  of 
poHtial  economists  of  the  present  day»  that  our 
of  banking  is  the  worst  in  th«  world.  I  will  net 
w  to  ioatitute  that  comparison',  or  to  examine  his 
on ;  but  I  shall  demonstrate  that  its  natural  ten* 
ire  to  produce  a  state  of  things  like  the  present,  if 
'  ia  shovring,  first,  that  it  causes  a  folse  distribu- 
ff  capital^  and,  secondly,  that  it  creates  a  diseased  ac- 
IB  the  credit  and  currency  systems,  by  forming  an  im- 
connexion  between  them, 
ing  to  our  banking  policy,  these  institutions  have 
txdosive  right  of  making  a  paper  currency ;  and  their 
only  is  received  in  payment  of  public  dues.  To 
cxclmive  privileges  they  unite  the  power  of  drawing ' 
\  from  an  amount  greatly  exceeding  their  capitals. 
_  in  ooonexion  with  tbis»  the  usury  laws*  which  ex- 
beiiere,  in  all  of  the  Sutes  of  the  Union,  and  you 
Ibe  result  that  capital,  loaned  through  bank  agency, 
dtaw  an  interest  greatly  exceeding  that  which  any 
capitalist  can  derive  from  money  lent.  1'he  loamn 
CBpital  of  the  country  will  of  course  seek  that  invest- 
t  aod  fill  those  channels  of  circulation  before  it  reaches 
<>tber;  the  consequenees  of  the  artificial  direction  thus 
to  capital,  is  its  false  distribution  Itetween  the  differ- 
*B<^Qs  of  that  country,  and  the  difierent  classes  of 
J  in  that  country,  in  which  banks  have  those  exclu* 


slve  privileges.  The  loanable  capital  will  seek  the  places 
in  which  these  institutions  exist,  until  it  has  exhausted  the 
demand  for  it  there,  before  it  roaches  those  portions  of  the 
same  country  in  which  banks  do  not  exist.  It  will  do  so, 
because,  through  bank-  agency,  it  can  derive  more  than 
the  legal  interest  within  the  sphere  of  its  operationa,  whilst 
beyond  that  sphere  its  profits  are  confined  to  that  interest. 
The  system  establishes,  in  effect,  a  bounty  upon  capital 
lent  to  the  mercantile^  and  those  classes  whose  labor  brings 
a  speedy  return,  at  the  expj^nse  of  the  agriculturists,  whose 
returns  are  slow.  Loans  for  thirty  or  sixty  days  are  obvi* 
ously  more  profitable  than  those  for  longer,  periods.  -  It  is 
the  difiference  between  simple  and  compound  interest. 
The  merchant,  therefore,  whose  outlay  is  speedily  return- 
ed to  htm,  can  thus  afford  to  deal  in  these  short  credits, 
whilst  the  agriculturist,'  whose  returns  are  generally  annu« 
al,  finds  himself  forced  to  pay  compound,  for  what  the 
merchant  returns  only  simple  interest.  The  efiiset  of  this 
is  so.  much  felt,  although  its  causes  are  perhaps  not  gener- 
ally understood,  that  in  my  State  it  is  received  almost  as 
an  adage,  that  no  ihrmer  can  afford  to  go  into  bank. 
There  is  yet  another  mode^  sir,  in  whiph  the  system  pro- 
duces a  false  distribution  of  capital.  The  available  profits 
of  these  institutions,  within  the  limits  presented  to  them, 
sre  so  great  that  they  may  become  credit  insurance  offices. 
The  directors,  under  these  extraordinary  advantages,  may 
run  the  risk  of  insuring  a  Avorite*s  credit  when  it  is  doubt- 
ful, when  he  may  have  no  real  resources,  and  thus  the 
fair  trader  will  be  injured  by  the  ifeckless  and  often  ruinoua 
competition  of  these  men  who  have  nothing  inftict  to  lose. 
This,  sir,  wilt  always  hapiien  when  a  bank  has  supplied 
the  demands  of  good  customera  without  reaching  the  lim* 
its  of  circulation  prescribed  to  them.  The  tempUtion  to 
run  this  risk  is  so  strong  that  they  too  often  yield  to  it. 

Mr.  Chairman*  it  is  no  answer  to  these  objections,  to 
say  that^reiy  section  of  the  country  may  be  supplied  with 
ils  due  proportion  of  banking  capital.  The  country  is 
supplied  vrith  banks  through  iia  Legislature,  and  ne  Gov- 
ernment  has  die  means  of  ascertaining  the  relative  wflnts 
of  dififeient  sections  in  this  respect.  But,  sir,  if  the  Gov. 
ernment  could  ascertain  the  relative  proportions  in  which 
the  dififerent  sections  should  be  supplied  to  make  the  dis- 
tribution just,  h  would  be  unable  to  make  that  distribu  • 
tion.  A  supply  of  all  the  capital  wanted  for  loan  in 
any  country,  through  the  medium  of  banks  like  our^ 
would  expand  the  credit  system  so  rapidly,  from  causes 
which  I  shall  endeavor  to  ahow,  as  to  produce  revnlsiotts 
which  would  present  a  scene  of  wide-spread  ruin  and  ifis- 
aster.  A  fact  which  is  so  impressed  upon  the  puUie 
mind,  that  every- Legislature,  not  perfectly  wild  in  its 
movements,  seems  to  have  endeavored  to  retrain  the  sys- 
tem within  the  supposed  wants  of  the  eoontiy,  rather  than 
make  the  attempt  to  supply  the  value  demanded.  If  I 
have  been  successful  so  far,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  shown 
that  this  system  is  injurious  in  giving  a  folse  direction  to 
capital ;  which,  if  itfi  to  itself,  would  seek  those  invest- 
ments which  had  most  natural  advantages,  and  which, 
therefore,  would  have  paid  the  highest  profits. 

I  some  now,  then*  to  the  fhlse  and  artificial  lawa  of  ex- 
pansion and  contraction,  which  are  introduced  into  our 
currency  and  credit,  (as  I  maintain,)  by  the  banking  sys- 
tem as  it  exists  here.  Instead  of  leaving  currency  and 
credit  to  the  regulation  of  the  great  laws  ordained  by  na- 
ture for  that  purpose,  instead  of  leaving  them  to  that  self- 
regulating  power  which  woukl  adapt  them  to  the  changing 
condition  of  society,  and  harmonize  them  with  each  other, 
our  Governments  vainly  praetiae  their  political  alchemy, 
to  the  injury,  aind  sometimes  to  the  destruction  of  both. 
At  their  very  creation,  we  a^ro  these  corporations  with  in- 
compatible functions.  We  units  in  them  the  money-ma- 
king and  the  money-lending  powera ;  and  what,  sir,  are 
the  inevitable  consequences  1     Why  they  make  as  much 
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money  as  poirible,  that  they  may  have  the  more  to  lend. 
They  have  a  direct  intereat  in  iasuing  as  much  as  poesible, 
and  they  always  do  it.  When  their  capitals  are  loaned 
out*  they  cannot  add  a  dollar  to  the  credit  of  the  country, 
without  making  a  like  addition  to  the  currency.  The  lat- 
ter, under  this  system,  is  swelled  to  an  undue  proportion, 
and  when  once  it  is  beyond  its  level,  its  overflow  is  inev- 
itable. Pebase  it  in  the  least  degree,  and  its  downwaM 
tendency  is  ever  increasing.  The  moment  you  increase, 
in  this  way,  the  nominal  or  money  price  of  commodities, 
the  catastrophe  is  unavoidable.  The  merchant  wbo  deals 
annually  in  $1Q,000  of  bank  credit,  when  wheat  was  $1 
per  bushel,  will  require  $20,000  of  the  like  credit  to  deal 
in  the  same  quantity  of  grain.  The  banks  which  supplied 
the  demand  for  credit,  when  wheat  was  at  one  dollar,  are 
unable  to  meet  that  demand,  when'  it  is  at  double  its  for- 
mer price.  The  cry  is,  therefore^  '<  more  banks,*'  and 
more  paper  money  is  the  consequence^  until  the  proportion 
between  the  currency  and  the  material  wealth  of  that  cgiin- 
try  is  greater  than  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  If  the  real 
halsnee  of  trade  then  tarns  for  «  moment  against  us,  a 
great  commercial  catastrophe  occurs.  And  even  if  this 
should  not  be  the  case,  tbe  trade  in  onr  currency  becomea 
more  profitable  than  that  in  our  commoditiea.  This  cur- 
rency promises  to  be  convertible  into  specie,  which  is 
of  uniform  value  everywhere.  The  constitution  of  this 
country  requires  that  it  should  be  so  convertible,  and  when 
the  paper  currency  is  purchased  with  commodities,  the 
holder  seeks  a  redemption  of  the  pledge  to  pay  in  specie. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  refer  to  that  period  in  the  Englirii  his- 
tory, when  iu  paper  currency  was  so  inflated  as  to  furnish  f 
to  a  foreign  enemy  the  means  of  a  direct  attack  upon  its 
credit  system.  It  is  known  that  Claviere,.  whilst  the  Bris- 
sotine  faction  prevailed  in  France,  bought  up  bilb  with  the 
direct  purpose  of  presenting  them  for  specie,  and  break- 
ing the  Bank  of  Bngland ;  a  scheme  which  threatened  so 
much  of  mischief  as  to  have  fumiahed  the  aeeret  cause 
(as  many  believe)  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
thaiT  bank  in  1793;  &  measure  wUch  is  said  to  have  been 
advised  by  the  ministry  itself.  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  sir, 
if  this  very  trade  in  our  cunreney  has  not  been  one  of  the 
leading  cauaes  of  our  preaent  distness.  But  I  will  not  enter 
into  an  inquiry  which  would  lead  through  so  wide  a  fiekJ  of 
•peculation.  I  have  thus  endeavored  to  show,  sir,  how 
this  artificial  cenneuon  between  ciedii  and  currency  causes 
them  to  perform  that  perpetual  cycle  of  contraction  and 
eipansion  from  which  our  country  has  su&red  so  much 
and  ao  often.  It  ought  not  to  surprise  us  then  if  these 
▼ortices  in  onr  credit  system,  like  thoee  of  the  wild  theorist 
of  antiquity,  should  produce  strange  combinations  and  nn* 
ezpected  resnhs.  The  epicuresn  philosopher  accounted 
for  the  eiistence  of  the  world,  by  supposing  it  to  result 
from  the  fortuitous  concourse  of  atoms ;  and  we,  not  at  all 
wiser,  have  attempted  to  build  up  a  fabric  of  credit  upon  a 
revolving  foundation. 

1  have  said,  Mr.  Cbairman,  (hat  the  process  which  I 
have  just  described  is  the  result  of  an  unnatural  connex- 
ion between  the  credit  and  currency  systems.  It  may  be 
asked,  in  What  respect  is  this  connexion  unnatural  1 
Why,  sir,  in  this:  we  make  the  currency  eipand  with  the 
credit  of  the  country,  when  in  truth,  although  credit  must 
expand  when  currency  is  increased,  yet  it  may  increase 
when  currency  remains  the  same.  For  instance,  if  we 
were  suddenly  to  double  the  amoimt  of  money  in  the  world, 
the  same  real  value  in  credit  must  be  doubled  also  in  its 
nominal  amount.  But  if  the  currency  remained  the  same, 
new  resources  discovered  in  one  country,  making  the  em- 
ployment o(  capital  more  profitable  there,  might  readil> 
draw  a-  greater  proportion  qf  currency,  as  a  measure  of 
value,  than  circulated  there,  before  the  di^overy.  Inatead, 
then,  of  making  the  currency  and  credit  systems  the  means 
of  mutual  eipanrion,   they  ought  to  be  left  separate. 


When  each  is  true  in  the  disehai«e  of  its  own  functieiii, 
they  vary  according  to  different  laws  and  upon  diftNeit 
principles.     Let  us  look  foi  a  moment  to  the  foDctiou  rf 
each  seperaUly,  for  the  purpose  of  asoertatniog  the  tnu 
laws  of  their  variation.     And  here  I  first  inquire,  what  ii 
currency  1     It  is  that  nominal  and  ftoatiog  sUndard,  bj 
which  mankind  have  consented  to  measure  the  value  of 
their  commodities,  and  to  regulate  their  excbangei.    To 
discharge  theee  functions,  it  most  first  be  dttrabk*  ao  m 
not  to  be  consumed  in  the  use ;  secondly,  it  ^ust  be  poitar 
ble,  so  as  to  be  transferred  conveniently  from  place  to  phoei 
as  tbe  uses  of  exchange  may  require ;  and,  thirdly,  it  nwit 
be  uniform  as  a  measure— by  which  I  mean  that  the  pn- 
portion  between  the  currency  and  the  material  wealth  of  ill 
countries  shoukl  be  the  same ;  and,  to  be  a  peifrct  tpetnra 
of  value,  this  proportion  should  not  only  be  invniiMe  ia 
ail  places,  but  in  all  time,,  from  age  to  age.    The  latt^ 
sideratum,  as  to  uniformiQr  from  time  to  time,  hai  sever 
been  supplied  in  practice  or  even  suggested  in  theory;  lal 
tbe  first  requisites  are  to  be  found  bat  in  one  mediQm— I 
mean  the  precious  metals.     These,  sir^  are  highly  dtinblei 
are  porUble,  and  if  not  obstructed  in  their  flow  by  arofi' 
cial  regulations,  which  disturb  their  level,  their  pieportioa 
to  material  wealth  will  be  tbe  same  in  every  coootry,  be- 
cause the  supply  would  be  in  proportion  to  thedeaaad, 
and  'as  there  would  be  most  demand  for  them  where  then 
waa  most  material  wealth,  so  the  supply  would  alao  be 
greatest  on  those  places.     It  is  also  a  manifest  requiiiie  ib 
currency,  that  it  should  exist  in  sufiRcient  qaaotities  to  ba 
available  to  all  who  have  a  use  for  it,  and  doobu  have  beta 
expressed  as- to  the  existence  of  enough  of  the  pndesa 
metals  for  the  uses*of  money.     But  .these  I  bavealwqn 
thought  unfounded.     It  is  obvious  that,  from  time  to  time, 
even  if  the  quantity  remained  the  same,  it  would  appre- 
ciate in  value  ao  gradually  as  not  to  afiect  tbe  mass  of  ooa- 
tracts  which  are  for  short  dates,  by  ita  change  ss  a  nfaaina 
of  value.     And  if  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  wen 
not  seriously  affected  by  the  change,  it  would  be  as  oonve- 
nient  to  use  a  half  ounce  of  silver  in  the  dollar  as  ooa 
ounce.     Thia  chsnge  would  ^  itself  present  the  meaos  oi 
doubling  the  currency.     Ifut  if  vre  put  this  out  of  the 
question,  we  have  the  facts  that  the  qoanti^  oi  tbepreeiciai 
metals  now  bestowed  on  ornamental  uses  in  Europe  and 
America,  is  supposed  to  exceed  the  gold  end  ailver  cofoaj^ 
of  those  eountries  by  more  than  a  fourth,  and  that  tbe 
mines  ftre  constantly  pouring  in  new  supplier  which  >i« 
capable  of  sUU  further  increase.      Take  theee  fects  iolo 
consideration,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  bMieve  thattbe 
supply  of  theae  metals  would  be  adequate  to  oor  porpoie^ 
if  (Governments  wodld  abandon  their  contrivances, <ot  m- 
nbhing  a  paper  money  currency.     The  general  lendej^ 
of  the  metallic  currency,  through  a  series  of  age^  b* 
been  to  increase  somewhat  faster  than  the  material  wealtt 
of  the  world,   so  that  experience  would  here  sewn  to 
support  me,  independently  of  theory^     This  veiy  circuB- 
stance  has  sometimes  operated  to  affect  seriously  th<M  cob- 
tracts  which  embrace  a  long  period  of  time  in  their  ei«a* 
tion,  as  is  tbe  case  in  some  of  the  English  leases.    0O 
this  chsnge  has  been  so  gradual,  that  the  great  °**'' j!  ^ 
tracts,  which  were  for  a  shorter  time,  have  been  adjow^ 
by  this  measure  of  value  without  serious  i"*^^'^"'^ 
If  any  improvement  upon  this  nieUUic  currency  hae  W» 
suggested  In  modem  times,  it  is  perhaps  to  be  fouDdv 
some  ouch  expedient  as  that  of  the  Bank  of  ^f^^^[ 
a  system  which;  upon  an  actual  deposite  ^^  *P*^*.  ^llSfc 
like  amount  of  paper,  for  the  actual  return  °^^^r^^^ 
upon  the  demand  of  the  bearer  of  the  paper,  "*•  "Tj 
the  State  is  pledged,  or  some  security,  equsUy  ""ff  r? 
is  given.     The  sdvantage  of  this  circulaUon  is,  ^•* "   . 
ries  prpcisely  with  gold  and  silver  as  a  standard  ^  ^^ 
that  it  saves  the  loss  by  wear  of  these  mcUls,  end  r"^<^ 
them  in  eflbct  as  portable  as  paper. 
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If  the  8l8te  GovernmeiiU  will  have  a  paper  currency, 
thwit  luukmbiedlY  the  safest  mode  in  which  they  can  put 
k  Ml.    But  a  paper  eiirivncy  put  forth  by  Government 
OB  aoj  other  principle^  wiU  always  have  the  unfortunate 
cfbet  of  cootinosUy. changing  the  measure  of  value  by  which 
cpouicti  are  to  be  adjuateiJi.     DiiliNrent  GovernmenU  adopt 
dftrcai  raJes  of  issue.     The  proportion  of  paper  currency 
tomaicrial  wealth  ia  different  in  each.     A  man  conlracts, 
opsetiiif  to  deliver  1^  one  aUndard,  and  owing  to  its 
ckuge  is  forced  to  deliver  by  anoiher.     He  receives,  per- 
il^ io  oonoes^  dhd  is  forced  to  return  in  pounds.     This 
ifijarioiis  change  in  the  relations  between  debtor  and  cred- 
ilsr  kads  lo  disaatera  and  sufieriogs  so  often  witnessed  that 
I  ^  Mt  depict  therm.    Other  GovemmenU  have  means  of 
pittiiliag  the  evile  ef  this  sudden  change  in  the  measure  of 
nis^  not  within  our  reach.     When  a  demand  is  made  for 
»n4deD  sdjuatmant  in  specie,  of  contracts  formed  umlor 
lb  expectation  that  they  are  t<r  he  redeemed  in  paper, 
th«e  Governments  can,  and  always  do,  interfere  to  prevent 
(Ui  change  in  the  relations  between  debtor  and  creditor. 
Tbij  Biske  the  paper  a  legal  tender  between  man  ai^d  man. 
Ueed,  the  English  Government  seems  to  be  well  aware  of 
lbs  DScssHty  of  making  paper  currency  a  tender,  after  it  is 
•OS  issued;  it  sees  ao  clearly  that  contracts  will  always  be 
Mde  under  the  eipcctatton  of  redeeming  them  in  this  pa- 
per* sod  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  force  their  adjust- 
■cGt  io  specie^  that  it  has  made  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of 
fiaglsiid  a  legal  tender  by  a  standing  law  of  the  land. 
Una  we  can  jreaort  to  no  auch  espedient.     Nothing  but 
|bU  sod  silver  can  ba  made  a  legal  tender ;  a  point  of  dif- 
Cnnce  which  no  American  statesman  should  lose  sight  of. 
Whic  folly  is  it,  then,  to  introdoee  by  legislation  a  standard 
flfoMasQia  in  the  formation  of  contracts,  which  can  always 
bs  slured  by  the  creditor  at  his  pleasure,  in  despite  of  our 
has!    How  vaat  and  complei  is  the  fraud  which  we  thus 
poetise  upon  our  citizens,  when  we  indirectly  force  them 
to  ceotract  by  one  standard,  wbilat  the  confititution  requires 
1^  to  pay  by  another !    If  a  law  were  passed  requiring 
^cr|  nan  who  had  contracted  to  deliver  a  bushel  of  corn 
la  (Iciiver  two,,  the  injustice  would  not  be  greater,  nar  the 
""iriiirf  more^  than  our  paper  currency  has  often  produced. 
^  niQd^  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  operation  of  our  banking 
iftfcm  upon  the  enrrency ;  let  ua  trace  now  its  effects  upon 
CRdit 

Whst  is  credit  ?  and  what  ia  the  real  law  which  regulates 
III  sxptnsbn  and  contraction  1  Credit,  sir,  is  the  oontri- 
^■■ca  by  which  we  tranalate  future  reaonrosa  to  our  present 
^  sod  employ ment;  OTf  in  other  wordsi,  it  affords  the 
■csDs  by  which  we  (4>tain  the  present  use  of  capital  by  a 
fhdge  of  future  reaoorces  of  resources  which  exist  either 
in  miod  or  matter— of  resources  to  be  found,  sir,  either  in 
^  *kill  and  industiy,  or  in  capadttea  yet  to  be  developed 
«  oar  malaiial  possessions.  The  fabric  of  credit  to  endure, 
**r»  most  rest  on  the  aolid  rock  of  responsibility,  and  net 
^n  the  fleeting  sanda  of  mere  confidence :  or,  sir,  if  I 
ttty  change  the  figure,  credit  is  the  venous  system  thruugh 
*wch  the  stream  of  capital  flows,  to  visit  every  part  of  the 
'^7  politic  with  ita  life-dispensing  power.  Disturb  for  a 
^"o>wt  the  free  and  natural  course  of  its  circulation,  and 
yoB  dertnge  every  function  of  social  life.  Leave  it  to  fol- 
tow  its  oatoral  courses,  and  it  will  quicken  anew  the  spirit 
"^•ntsrprise,  impart  more  vigor  to  the  arm  of  industry, 
•w  diepenw  health  and  freahnesa  to  the  frame  and  spirit 
which  it  supports  and  viviflea. 

1  hive  said,  sir,  that  it  vras  the  pledge  of  future  resour- 
^  for  the  present  use  of  eiisting  capital.  To  make  the 
opention  beneficial,  this  pledge  most  be  upon  real  resour- 
*•■ »  90  that  the  borrower  may  not  only  return  the  princi- 
P^^  aud  interest  of  the  capital  employed,  but  also  reUin  a 
P>ofit  for  himself.  If  his  employment  returns  him  an 
unoont  JQst  eqaal  to,  or  a  less  amount  than,  the  principal 
^nd  interest  of  this  capital,  there  ia  a  clear  loss  to  society 


of  bis  labor,  at  least,  and  perhaps  of  more.  It  is  roanifesf, 
then,  that  this  operation,  if  beneficial  to  society,  must  be 
iounded  upon  real  resources,  and  new  capacities  for  pro- 
ducing wealth.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  capital  in 
the  world,  to  which  Government  cannot  add  by  ariy  of  its 
regulations.  This  is  all  which  can  be  distributed ;  and  if 
the  credit  system  exists  in  a  sound  condition,  this  capital 
will  be  distributed  between  the  different  parts  of  the  world, 
and  amongst  different  individuals  in  society,  in  the  relative 
proportion  of  their  comparative  resources.  That  country 
which  can  give  most  for  the  use  of  capital  will  be  first  sup- 
pUed,  according  to  the  laws  of  trade ;  and  any  community 
which,  directly  or  indirectly,  gets  possession  of  more  capi- 
tal than  its  relative  resources  entitle  it  to  enjoy,  receives  it 
upon  the  terms  of  paying  for  the  use  of  more  capital  than 
it  can  advanugeously  employ.  This,  sir,  could  never  be 
the  case  if  Government  were  not  to  interfere ;  but,  unhap- 
pily for  mankind,  it  too  often  happens  that  a  Government, 
under  the  vain  hope  of  benefiting  its  people,  pursues  a  sys- 
tem of  measures  which  disturbs  the  natural  level  of  capital. 
For  an  instance  of  this,  I  need  only  refer  to  the  currency 
operation  of  our  banking  system.  I  have  shown,  sir,  the 
optration  of  this  system  has  a  tendency  to  increase  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  in  which  it  exists,  far  beyond  the 
basis  of  the  metallic,  which  is  the  currency  of  the  world. 
The  nominal  amount  of  monoy  is  increased,  and  its  real 
value  diminished.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  two  dollars 
represent  the  same  amount  of  the  necessaries  of  litis  which 
were  formerly  represented  by  one.  The  capital  which  is 
borrowed  at  this  nominal  rise  in  its  money  price,  must  be 
returned  when  the  nominsl  price  falls,  and  the  real  value  ia 
raised.  In  other  words,  the  community  which  borrowed 
in  half  dollars  must  return  in  dollars.  The  reason  of  this 
is  obvious.  'J^he  credit  system  of  any  country,  when  it  is 
sound,  rises  or  falls  with  its  relative  resources.  'J*his  is 
the  true  and  single  law  of  its  valuation.  But  Government 
interpoeea  and  alters  the  measure  of  value.  It  doubles,  for 
instance,  the  proportion  between  the  paper  currency  and 
the  material  wealth  of  the  country,  by  forcing  every  addi- 
tion made  to  credit,  through  the  banks,  to  produce  a  like 
addition  in  currency.  The  country,  then,  which  has  few- 
est resources  in  comparison  with  others,  ipay  have  the 
largest  nominal  credit  system,  on  account  of  the  inordi- 
nate expansion  oi  the  standard  by  which  its  value  is  meaa- 
ur^d. 

The  credit  system  being  thus  expanded,  let  us  look  for 
a  moment  iiito  the  mode  of  redeeming  the  ubligstions  thus 
incurred.  This  debt  can  only  be  discharged  by  a  system 
of  exchange,  under  which  one  debt  is  made  to  offset  anoth- 
er, so  aa  to  save  the  necessity  for  currency  ;  or  else  by  re- 
deeming the  obligations  in  money.  Ho  iar  as  the  ex- 
changes adjust  the  balances  due  on  a  certain  day  through- 
out the  country,  the  operation  is  beneficial ;  and  the  rela- 
tions between  debtor  and  creditor  are  not  ruinously  affect- 
ed, notwithstanding  the  inflation  of  the  currency.  But  in 
this  diseaaed  state  of  affairs,  the  operation  of  tlie  conver- 
sion of  that  portion  of  the  credit  system  which  must  lie  re- 
deemed by  money  is  terrible.  The  obligations  were  con- 
tracted upon  the  paper  standard,  but  they  must  be  re- 
deemed in  specie,  if  the  creditor  chooses  to  demand  it,  and 
this  he  will  do,  if  the  paper  currency  exceeds  its  just  pro- 
portions* because  then  it  will  be  to  his  interest  to  exact 
this  mode  of  adjusting  contracts.  So  far,  then,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  endeavured  to  prove  to  this  committee  thot 
our  Lianking  system  produces,  first,  an  unjust  distribution 
of  capital  between  the  different  sections  of  tlic  same  coun- 
try and  the  difierent  classes,  of  the  same  society  ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, that  the  cimnexion  which  it  instituted  between  cur- 
rency and  credit  caured  them  both  to  expand  and  contract, 
according  to  laws  different  from  those  which  nature  had 
proscribed  for  their  regulation.  If  I  have  been  successful 
in  my  effort,  I  have  shown  that  these  effects  must  flow 
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from  the  very  laws  of  their  creation,  and  that  this  was  the 
original  sin  of  them  both. 

I  know,  sir,  that  some  advantages  have  also  resulted 
from  their  operation,  but  none,  in  my  opinion,  which  com- 
pensate for  these  evils.  The  advantage  of  adjusting  the 
balances  due  under  the  credit  s^lem,  by  exchange  or  off- 
set, 'so  as  to  avoid  a  direct  result  to  currency,  is  immense ; 
and  it  is  true  that  a  large  capital  is  necessary  for  this  busi- 
ness. It  is  necessary,  because  the  greater  the  variety  of 
exchanges  commamled  by  any  one  insiitutipn,  the  greater 
the  facility  for  of&etting  the  one  debt  against  another. 
The  limit  to  this  advantage  is  only  to  be  found  when  the 
amount  of  capital  employed  in  this  way,  by  any  one  initi- 
tution,  is  s  >  great  as  to  preclude  competition.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Baring,  however,  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent of  English  merchants,  when  examined  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  on  this  subject,  that  the 
important  business  of  exchange  could  be  effected  more 
readily  through  private  dealers  than  by  banking  instita- 
tions  ;  and  there  seem  to  exist  strong  reasons  for  his  opin- 
ion. Be  this  as  it  may,  ho^niever,  and  let  us  suppose,  for 
argument*8  sake,  that  in  a  young  country  like  uurs  we  can 
only  raise  capital  enough  to  deal  in  exchanges,  domestic 
and  foreign,  by  means  of  corporations,  still  I  maintain,  sir, 
that  those  corporations  should  be  single  in  their  end  and 
aim.  They  should  bc^confined  to  the  business  of  dealing 
in  exchanges,  and  all  power  of  issue  should  be  denied 
them.  If  the  banking  system  of  this  country  is  ever  re- 
formed, the  change  must  be  conducted  in  that  spirit  of  an- 
alysis which  has  effected  most  of  the  modem  reforms  in 
Fcienco.  If  currency  be  the  object  of  the  constitution,  I 
have  already  intimated  the  model  upon  which  I  think  it 
should  be  moulded.  If  the  regulation  of  exchange  and 
the  diffusion  of  loanable  capital  be  the  object,  the  institu- 
tion should  bo  confined  to  this  end  alone.  A  currency 
bank  should  exist  for  currency  alone,  without  the  power 
to  dbcouot;  and  a  bank  of  discount  should  be  confined  to 
that  purpose 'Without  the  power  to  i»sue.  7^he  true  secret, 
I  believe,  sir,  of  regulating  the  machinery  of  corporations 
so  that  it  shall  work  the  precise  end  intended  for  it,  and 
no  other,  is  to  create  them  with  a  single  purpose,  upon 
which  they  ^ill  then  be  sure  to  move.  But,  sir,  unite  in 
them  incompatible  functions,  and  you  are  apt  to  introduce 
a  complexity  into  their  operations,  which  will  often  pro- 
duce results  entirely  unexpected  at  their  creation,  and  con- 
trary to  the  public  good. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  the  history  of  our  system  of  paper 
currency  connected  with  cre<lit,  as  we  have  instituted  that 
connexion,  would  illustrate  the  truth  of  my  v'levirg,  if  there 
were  time  to  enter  into  this  inquiry.  I  will  not  raise  an 
issue  of  fact,  however,  when  my  purpose  is  satisfied  by 
dealing  with  first  principles.  T  will  not  enter  into  the  his- 
tory of  that  early  struggle  between  the  colonies  of  Massa- 
chusettir  and  Rhode  Island,  for  the  field  of  circulation 
which  each  was  endeavoring  exctufiively  to  occupy  with 
its  paper  issues;  a  contest  which  waxed,  so  warm  as  to 
make  a  reference  of  their  di.'Sputes  to  the  Crown  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  peace.  Neither  will  I  occupy  the 
committee  with  the  history  of  that  continental  money, 
whose  improvident  issue  was  said  by  one  who  both  felt 
and  knew  its  consequences,  to  have  caused  more  real  suf- 
fering than  all  the  complicated  horrors  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  Bid  time  permit,  I  might  well  pause,  far  the 
purpose  of  tracing  to  the  inevitable  tendencies  of  our  bank- 
ing system,  the  wide-spread  derangement  of  our  currency 
and  credit,  from  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  during 
the  war,  until  1819,  when  the  Bank  of  (he  United  Srates 
itself  was  perhaps  only  saved  from  a  like  catastrophe  by 
the  ;>ospension  of  a  Treasury  draft.  Yes,  sir,  and  for  con- 
firmation almost  as  strong  as  proof  of  holy  writ  itself,  I 
might  turn  from  that  period  to  this.  In  a  time  of  pro- 
found iieace,  when  the  mighty  energies  of  the  American 
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people  were  tasking  themseivea  to  their  utnuwi  uftaD  tti 
finest  theatre  for  exertiam  which  any  people  ever  esjoycd^ 
we  have  seen  their  career  luddenly  stayed,  and  the  tmrf 
enterprise  itself  folded  in  the  mournful  eonlenplitifli  rf 
the  ruins  of  the  prostrate  system  of  credit;  a  MincidiiA 
fell,  sir,  as  I  before  observed,  becaifse  it  wa/foondc^  boI 
oh  the  solid  rock  of  re^ionsibitity,  b«it  open  the  feiui| 
sands  of  a  mere  confidence— a  fUse  confidence— ea|cii» 
ed,  sir,  by  those  very  institutions  which  were  relied  Bpai 
as  the  pillars  of  the  edifice. 

And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  not  be  »isoBdeiitoA 

I  do  not  war  upon  existing  institnta«MMt,  but  with  the  psit 

which  gave  them  birth.     I  would  be  the  last  man  ia  m 

community,  to  encourage  a  violation  of  theee  vested  itflli 

Neither  do  I  blame  individuals,  sir,  for  entering  ints  ii| 

ployments  to  which  the  policy  of  their  State  Ooveroni^ 

invited  them.     I  have  no  desire  either  to  reinro  suUcA 

from  one  measure  of  value  to  another,  so  as  to  disloi^V 

relations  between  debtor  and  creditor.     I  go  for 

sir,  not  for  revolution.     I  wiffh  to  see  a  change  of 

it  is  true ;  I  care  not  bow  gvadaal  it  be,  so  the 

reform  be  certain.     As  one  of  the  means  of  eflbetiaf 

gradual  reform,  I  propoee  a  divorce  between  thisCc 

ment  and  all  banks.     I  prc^pose.  it,  sir,  as  a 

quired  by  public  interest,  and  ultimately  beneficisl  ta  M 

banks  themselves.     The  deppsites  of  pnbKc  nMOsy, 

which  these  institutions  trade,  and  the  credit  giveato 

paper  by  means  of  its  receipt  in  public  dnea,  anlj 

to  stimulate  an  action  already  false  in  ils  nature,  aad 

but  to  hasten  the  round  of  expansion  and  contraction 

they  are  ever  performing.     In  that  point  of  view  tbe< 

nexion  is  injurious  alike  to  the  Government,  the 

and  the  banks.     Upon  every  occasion  in  which  tl 

nexion  has  exidted  with  the  State  banks,  we  have 

result  in  a  general  explosion  of  the  cjnedit  system. 

lieve  no  oue  doubts  hot  that  Uiis  connexion  faasleBcd 

late  catastrophe,  which  furnished  the  occasion  for  the 

call  of  Congress.     The  receipt  of  bank  peper  in  pq 

of  public  dues  increases  its  credit,  and  extends  its 

tion.  *   The  amonnt  of  paper  currency  necessary  lor 

ing  all  the  payments  requirrd  in  collecting  and  disk 

the  public  revenue,  is  added  to  the  natural  cii 

the  banks,  and  has  no  other  basis  than  the  confideooe  i 

it  will  be  received  in  payment  of  GovernooeDi  does. 

this  revenue  expands  and  contracts,  so  this  portion  of  I 

currency  increases  or  diminiUies.      Whilst  tlie 

revenue  was  collecting,  this  circulation  increased  apoal 

credit:  it  increased,  too,  from  the  use  of  the  dcpoiitiesi 

on  which  they  traded ;  and  when  the  surplus  and 

revenues  of  the  Government  were  being  diatributsd, 

diminished,  a  portion  of  this  cnrrency  waa  dmsvii  fnm 

field  of  circulation ;  and,  being  no  longer  useful,  its 

version  was  sought  in  specie.    Here  is  the  anhappj  < 

fruitful  cause  of  fluetnation  in  credit  and  currency, 

must  always  exbt  under  a  connexion  Itetween  Goi 

and  bank.     There  were  doubtless  other  causes 

out  of  that  connexion,  which  tended  .to  hasten  the  si 

sion  of  specie  paymenta.     I  throw  them  out  of 

tion,  however,  because  they  do  not  enter  into  the 

question,  and  take  only  those  consequences  which 

sarily  flow  from  a  connexion  between  bank  and  Gt»i 

ment  under  any  circumstances;  and»  having  shown 

injury  which  they  work  to  the  bank,  I  torn  to  their  opi| 

ations  upon  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government :  ivifl 

this  violent  rupture  of  the  ties  which  bind  them  tsgsAl 

takes  place,  the  Government  is  forced  either  to  take  ddpil 

ciated  paper,  or  to  demand  specie.     If  they  take  the  %( 

alternative,  they  give  a  bounty  to  each  State  to  depredri 

its  pa^r,  to  lower  its  taxes,  and  duties  become  no  lonll 

uniform.     If  they  choose  the  latter  alternative,  they  tei 

that  its  operation  is  to  raise  the  taxes  upon  the  people  prt 

cisely  at  the  time  when  they  are  least  able  to  encounter  a 
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mcreafe  of  expenditure.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  this  con- 
neiion  bad  never  existed,  the  banks  would  have  been  better 
tble  to  meet  their  engagements,  because  their  circulation 
would  have  been  more  limited  and  more  justly  proportioned 
lo  the  wants  of  trade.  The  operation,  too,  would  have 
kept  enoQgh  of  specie  in  circulation  to  have  met  the  de- 
mtndf  of  Government,  and  to  have  afTorded  a  rallying 
poiut  to  the  banks  when  iMiy  sudden  emergency  created  an 
jnexpected  demand  for  specie.  If  I  have  shown,  Mr. 
ChainMD,  that  this  connexion  injures  both  bank  and  State, 
1  Med  not  state  the  obvious  consequence,  that  whatever 
mjujw  either  the  banks  or  the  Governn^ent,  injures  the 
people  also.  But  roj  colleague  seems  to  suppose  that  this 
Gwremment  can  find  the  means  of  regulating  the  opera- 
liOM  of  these  banks,  and  of  producing,  through  them,  a 
•omder  currency.  His  projet  supposes  a  system  of  re- 
winlj  aud  punishments,  through  the  fiscal  action  of  this 
Gwernmeni,  which  is  so  to  control  the  banks  as  to  effect 
itoalatary  end.  I  will  not  revert  to  those  views  which 
IhiTejast  given,  to  show  that  this  cxpectaUon  is  false  in 
ftewy;  nor  will  I  pause  to  cite  to  him  the  opinion  of 
»»etsiy  Dallas,  who,  after  a  long  experience,  in  1818, 
jrononnced  this  hope  to  be  impracticable ;  much  less  would 
late  to  him  as  authority  my  own  opinion  upon  this  subject. 
iwiU  take  his  podtion  as  true,  for  argument's  sake ;  and 
TOO  1  wonid  ask  raj  honorable  colleague  how  it  is  tbnt, 
mnking  with  me  that  this  Government  cannot  charter  an 
nwjitution  foj  the  purpose  ^'  controlling  cul'rencv,  still  ha 
Wl  mainum  its  riyht  to  buy  up  the  corporations  of  the 
Jttlei,  and  regulate  their  chartered  functions  so  as  to  con- 
trol the  currency  and  the  exchanges  of  this  country  ? 

Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  much  as  I  object  tii  the  connexion 
™f«n  this  Government  and  the  banks,  on  account  of  the 
fflirturbing  causes  which  I  think  it  inlroduces  into  the  ac- 
wn  of  the  ourrency  and  credit  systems  of  the  counliy,  I 
awe  another  objection  still  more  powerful.  I  never  wish 
toi«  the  banks  converted  into  political  engines  again.  Of 
•II  the  enormous  additions  which  have  been  made  to  Ex- 
•^tive  patronage,  in  late  years,  I  regarded  its  connexion 
^we  State  banks  as  the  most  fearful.  Thft  army  of 
offioeholderB,  though  you  should  count  them  as  100,000 
Jf'«»g,  would  confer  not  half  the  power  upon  the  Execu- 
«'«  which  the  possession  of' the  State  banks  would  give  to 
Jwj.  Convert  them  into  political  enginca  to  be  worked 
«7  hw  hands;  give  him  the  control  over  the  exchanges  and 
currency  of  the  country ;  give  him  the  dispensation  of  bank 
Mwors,  and  if  he  were  disposed  to  use  them  for  personal 
MTancemeut,  he  would  acorn  your  title  of  king,  and  your 
f«»giw  of  a  crown,  as  if  the  offer  intimated  a  doubt  of  hjs 
•wolute  authority  withoyt  them.  If  the  choice  of  means 
were  given  to  a  wise  king,  who  wished  to  maintain  his 
P'^jw,  he  would  not  choose  a  nobility,  said  to  be  the  nat- 
JJ««oppon  of  the  crown,  but  he  would  ask  for  som6  hun- 
^jMi  of  corporations,  wielding  the  money  power  of  the 
*jwie  country.  He  would  ask  for  .those  whose  delibera- 
JjJ>»  might  be  secret,  whose  agenU  might  be  invisible,  and 

Q*e  march  upon  their  purpose  could  only  be  diverted  by 
«V  impulae  of  interest  which  he  alone  could  regulate. 

ive  hiffi  these,  sir,  and  he  woukl  despise  your  standing 
•fnue?  and  your  orders  of  nobility  as  cumbrous  devices,  un- 
wort^  of  the  refinement  of  the  spirit  of  modem  despotism. 

f-  Cbainnan,  I  have  always  regarded  the  connexion  be- 
ween  bank  and  Sute  in  this  country  as  a  conjuncture 
^0*  ominous  to  our  liberties.  *Use  the  public  money  to 
"^y  op  the  State  banks  lor  the  use  of  this  Government,  or 
°  !!*.  Executive  branch,  and  you  at  once  convert-them  into 
P^Wical  engines,  you  deprive  the  States  of  the  control  of 
^Bnr  own  institutions,  and  you  place  the  people  under  the 
Qommion  of  a  league  of  corporate  influences.  Endow  a 
Bionejed  corporation  with  the  functions  of  Government, 
tod  you  behold  at  once  the  most  ruthless  ofall  despotisms ; 
^  ^  history  of  humao  suffering  and  of  Saat  Indian  .op- 


pression is  not  silent  upon  this  subject     You  may  place 
the  worst  of  men  in  authority,  and  he  will  have  some  touch 
of  human  feeling.     Not  so  with  a  moneyed  corporation. 
It  deliberates  in  secret ;  it  moves  by  the  power  of  a  major- 
ity, with  no  sense  of  personal  and  individual  responsibility 
at  the  bar*of  public  opinion ;  and  it  is  governed  by  the  sin- 
gle impulse  of  interest.     You  cannot  move  it  |o  pity  for 
the  present,  or  to  remorse  for  the  past ;  for  its  action  ia 
mechanical,  and  not  under  the  influence  of  feeling  or  of 
soul.     I  protest,  then,  sir,  against  sny  attempt  to  bind  the 
moneyed  corporations  to  one  government,  and  by  one  com- 
mon politicsl  purpose.     I  have  given  my  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  any  connexion  between  bank  and  State,  and, 
perhaps  it  may  be  reasonably  required  of  me  to  suggest 
some  better  plan  for  the  custody  of  the  public  treasure.    It 
the  selection  were  left  to  me,  air,  I  should  adopt  the  plan 
of  special,  depositee.     The  General  Government  ahould  be 
independent  of  the  banks  as  to  the  medium  in  which  its 
revenues  are  collected,  and  banks  would  be  independent 
of  the  Government  when  they  were  no  longer  exposed  to 
the  power  of  its  rewards  through  the  privilege  of  trading 
upon  the  public  depositee.     If  such  an  arrangement  could 
be  effected  by  giring  the  banks  a  fair  compensation  for 
keeping  the  public  money,  at  the  same  time  that  they  were 
effectually  restrained  from  using  it,  I  shouM  much  -prefer 
it  to  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.      The  pecuniary  responsibility  would  be  greater 
than  that  of  individual  collectors,  and  its  custody  of  the 
public  revenue  would,  perhapa,  be  safer.     But  the  chief 
recommendation  would  be  in  the  means  which  this  plan 
would  afford  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  ascertain 
the  state  of  the  public  money,  if  at  any  time  there  wan 
cause  to  suspect  either  the  ability  or  the  honesty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.     I  shall  not  fatigue  the  committee, 
however,  with  the  details  of  a  scheme  which  I  shall  not 
propose  by  way  of  amendment,  as  there  would  be  no  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  its  adoption  at  present,  i  should  greatly 
prefer  a  bill  carefully  framed  upon  this  basi*  to  the  one 
now  liefore  us ;  but  I  give  to  that  the  decided  preference 
over  the  other  alternatives,  of  a  United  Slates  Bank,  or  the 
connexion  between  the  Government  and  the  Stat/e  banka. 
Doubtless,  there  will  be  difficulties  attendant  upon  any 
scheme  for  regulating  the  custody  of  the  puMie  revenue. 
The  money  power,  in  all  its  combinations,  presents  the  most 
difficult  problem  to  be  solved  in  the  science  of  Gotcmment. 
But.  we  must  choose  the  beat  plan  within  our  narh.     It 
is  idle  to  expect  perfection  in  a  system  of  finance.     T  go, 
sir,  for  the  great  principle  of  divorce,  without  committing 
myself  to  the  specific  details  of  this  bill  further  than  by  the 
exprea!>ion  of  a  preference-  for  them  over  the  connexion  be^ 
tween  bank  and  Sute.     In  that  .comparison,  I  have  satia- 
fied,  myself  that  it  does  not  increaae  Executive  patronage, 
as  its  opponents  maintain ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  its  ten- 
dency will  be  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 
It,  in  fact,  dioliniahes  the  Executive  patronage  by  a  larger 
amount  than  any  other  reform  ever  proposed  under  this 
Government.     It  subtraeta  the  entire  amount  of  bank  pat- 
ronage f>om  the  Executive,  and,  in  comparison  with  thisy 
the  few  additional  officers  to  be  created  are  as  nothing. 
How  ia  this  bill,  >ir,  to  retard  the  resumption  of  sped^a 
payments  by  the  banks  Y     They  will  be  afraid,  it  ia  said, 
of  runs  upon  them  for  specie  to  be  paid  for  public  dnei. 
This  objectior^  sir,  is  more  specioos  than  valid.  The  quar- 
terly receipts  of  this  Government  will  range  firom  aiz  to 
eight  millions.     The  greatest  possible  amount  of  the  ad- 
dition to  be  made  to  the  legal  currency,  under  this  bill, 
would  bo  six  or  eight  millions^  and,  in  point  of  fact,  I  am 
informed  that  a  far  less  sum  would  suffice,  as  the  public 
money  is  paid,  out  nearly  as  fast  as  it  cornea  in.     Is  it  to 
be  supposed,  sir,  that  the  eight  hundred  banks  of  this  coun- 
try could  not  meet  such  a  requisition,  if  they  were  ready 
in  other  respects  for  the  resumption  of  specie  paymenta.1 
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Bat,  sir,  iu  point  of  fact,  the  requisition  for  specie  upon 
the  banks,  or  upon  the  country,  under  this  bill,  cannot 
amount  to  a  dollar  if  these  Treasury  drafts  be  issued  for 
circulation,  as  I  presume  will  be  the  case.  They  furnish 
more  than  enough  of  medium  for  the  collection  of  our  rev- 
enues. The  banks,  Mr.  Chairman,  cannot  resume  specie 
payments  generally  until  the  foreign  debt  is  nenrly  or 
wholly  liquidated.  When  that  is  done,  if  they  will  ele- 
vate the  value  of  their  currency  to  the  par  of  specie,  partly 
by  curtailing  their  circulation  gradually,  and  within  the 
limit  of  the  present  discount  upon  their  paper,  and  partly 
by  a  judicious  command  of  exchanges  for  converting  their 
own  obligations,  they  may  then  safely  resume  specie  pay- 
ments. Whenever  their  paper  will  command  its  par  in 
specie  in  the  market,  they  may  safely  undertake  to  give 
specie  for  it  themselves.  This  I  believe  to  be  the  only  true 
mode  of  effecting  the  resumption,  and  this  operation  is  en- 
tirely independent  of  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government. 
Rely  upon  it,  sir,  that  a  speedy  resumption  of  specie  pav- 
menta  hy  any  other'  means  would  t>e  impracticaole,  with- 
out producing  more  distress  than  we  have  yet  s^n  in  (he 
community.  .To  take  their  depreciated  paper  in  payment 
of  the  public  dues,  would  rob  them  of  all  inducement  to 
resume,  as  the  Government  credit  would  thus  he  worth 
more  to  them  than  it  would  be  if  their  paper  was  convert- 
•  ible. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  that  I  have  this  day  presented 
views  which,  if  true,  will  disturb  the  dream  of  those  who 
believe  that  an.  infusion  of  banking  medium,  like  the  fabled 
juice  of  Medea,  will  renovate  the  body  politic,  and  restore 
to  age  the  vigor  and  freshness  of  youth.  I  know,  sir,  that 
there  are  many  who  will  view  my  opinions  as  wild  and  ex- 
travagant. But  I  am.  wiHing  to  leave  the  issue  lietween  us 
to  the  arbitration  of  time  and  future  ex|»erience.  I  am 
aware,  too,  that  yon  cannot  touch  a  fibre  of  one  oi  the 
cords  imposed  upon  trade,  by  the  restrictive  system,  with- 
out exciting  a  host  in  opposition.  But,  sir,  in  a  contest 
upon  the  great  principles  of  free  trade,  I  am  willing  to  en- 
list for  the  war.  I  feel  that  they  must  succeed,  because  I 
trust  to  the  power  of  truth.  Itp  pace  may  be  hobbled,  but 
its  march  wtll'still  be  onward.  Yes,  sir,  it  will  be  onward 
and  onwand,  until  the  people  awake  to  a  sense  of  the  injus- 
tice which  imposed  fetters  upon  the  free  spirit  of  American 
enterprise.  I  hope,  yet,  sir,  to  see  the  day  when  the  captive 
will  throw  its  hands  loose  from  their  bonds,  and  proclaim  in 
joyful  exultation  to  the  world  that  it  is  free — free  to  pur- 
sue the  impulses  of  its  own  genius,  free  to  take  the  di- 
rection of  its  own  interest,  and  ready  to  put  forth  the  whole 
of  its  mighty  energies  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  proud  destiny 
which  will  then  await  it. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the  floor^  and  ad- 
dressed the  House,  until  the  hour  of  recc^iu,  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  as.calculated  to  blast  the  hopes  which  had  in- 
spired the  course  of  the  late  administration,  that  the  coun- 
try would  enjoy  this  advantages  of  a  sound  currency. 

EvBiriHe  Sasaio'ir. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  resumed  the  course  of  bis  re- 
marks, the  whole  of  which  are  given  below. 

Mr.  Masoh  said :  Agreeing,  I  as  most  cordially  do,  in  the 
several  measures  which  have  so  far  been  presented  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  conslder^ation  of 
this  House,  it  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that  I  am 
BOW  brought  to  differ  with  those  with  whom  I  have  hereto- 
ibre  acted. 

This  difference,  however,  I  am  pleased  to  consider,  jjs  at 
least  but  one  of  mere  expediency,  and  'in  itself  contains 
nothing  which  should  sever  those  who  are  united  other- 
wise in  the  preservation  find  support  of  those  great  and 
leading  principles  which  actuate  political  parties. 
^  Differences  of  opinion  necessarily  pertain  to  deliberation ; 
it  is  against  the  constitution  of  our  nature  that  it  should  be 


otherwise;  intelligence,  reason,  and  sound  judgment|in 
alike  hostile  to  entire  unanimity^  nor  would  ourrepmeo* 
tative  Government  be  any  thing  more  than  a  mere  fennl 
acquiescence  in  the  will  of  some  ordained  superior,  if  the 
doctrine  were  allowed  to  hold,  that  party  discipline  etiou 
an  unconsidered  sanction  to  every  measure,  which  biinfi  i 
recommendation  from  the  Executive  chair. 

Such  is  certainly  not  the  spirit  of  our  institution! ;  oor 
should  it  be  the  spirit  of  any  party  that  would  art  eafeljnd 
wisely,  or  even  successfully,  in  the  administration  of  tin 
Government  committed  to  their  charge. 

Having  thus  premised,  I  will  proceed  at  once  to  state  nj  ' 
objections  to  the  bill  under  consideration. 
'  Those  who  have  brought  it  in,  addreu  its  olaiaM  to  oar  ' 
favor,  as  a  measure  simply  intended  to  provide  fortbeale- 
keeping  of  the  public  money.     It  is  said  that  the  fonocr 
depositories,  the  State  banks,  having  proved  either  inidi- ' 
quale  to  the  duties  required,  or  unfaithful  to  the  troit  n-  ' 
posed  in  them  in  this  branch  of  the  publio  service,  it  ii  m* 
cessary  that  Government  now  shoult)  take  care  of  iu  ovn 
interests;  and  that  this  will  be  most  effectually  done  b|i> 
return  to  what  is  called  the  legal  currency  of  thecoao^f 
and  by  constituting  certain  fiscal  officers  of  tbeCrofeft-^ 
roent  the  keepers  as  well  as  the  disbursers  of  the  pohfie 
money. 

The  machinery  is  certainly  very  simple,  snd  if  tbioolf 
end  to  be  attained  were,  in  truth,  the  safe- keeping  of  m 
puhfic  money,  however  I  might  dissent  from  the  expceti* ; 
tions  of  those  who  have  planned  its  operation,  I  could  ait 
see  in  it  those  fnsuperable  objections  which  impel  oe  oor ; 
to  remonstrate  against  it. 

The  evils,  sir,  which  we  are  expected  to  reoiedy  bjeoM 
adequate  law,  lie  far  deeper  in  the  public  mind  than  mj  : 
alleged  insecurity  of  the  public  money — evils  for  iKbichos 
remedy  is  proviiled  by  this  bill,  but  whicH  vrill,  io  d^ 
judgpnent,  be  fastened  upon  the  community  bj  its  ptf- 
sage^-I  mean  the  present  degenerate  condition  of  the  coi* : 
rency. 

What  is  now  the  currency  of  the  country  1    I  ask  sot 
what  ought  to  be,  but  what  actually  now  is  the  i>>le  cor- ; 
rency  ;  the  only  medium  having  exchangeable  value,  bj 
which  the  business  of  the  country  is  carried  odI    It  coo-: 
sists  entirely,  from  one  end  of  the  confederacy  to  the  other, 
of  irmleemable  bank  paper;  every  payment  that  nmtitt 
every  debt  that  is  collected,  every  transaction  of  everjkind, : 
whether  large  or  sm<ill,  into  which  money  enters,  iaearrid 
on  and  effected  by  paper  that  has  l>een  issued  by  the  Statf 
banks,  and  which  they  no  longer  redeem  with  gold  or  •>!• 
ver.     These  metals  have  paHScd  entirely  out  of  circulatioo; 
they  form  no  longer  any  portion  of  the  money  of  the  con- 
munity ; '  treating  money  as  that  only,  which,  for  the  time 
lieing,  serves  as  the  symbol  of  exchange,  of  things  bafiof  j 
merchantable  value. 

This  condition  of  the  currehcy,  is  the  true  and  great^  i 
of  the  times ;  it  affccti  the  people  in  their  business,  preciidy  \ 
and  in  tne  same  manner  as  it  affects  the  Government  ia  ' 
the  conduct  of  its  affairs ;  and  there  can  be  no  remedji  •! ; 
all  adequate  to  relieve  the  Government  from  its  embarran-  \ 
ments,  which  ah  all  not,  at  the  same  time,  and  to  the  tiin  , 
extend  relieve  the  people  from  theirs.  J 

In  considering  this  subject  as  I  propose  to  do,  it  n  no* 
necessary  to  go  at  large  into  an  examination  of  the  canK* 
which  have  operated  to  bring  about  this  state  of  tbingt.  | 
do  not  know  that  I  am,  nor  do  J  at  all  profess  to  be,  eqw 
to  this  duty.  And  yet,  were  I  to  attempt  it,  I  ahooldcar- 
tainly  differ  very  widely  fnim  those  who  trace  theae  a^ 
no  farther  than  to  a  redundant  issue  of  bank  paper.  That 
each  iasue  has  been  to  a  great  extent  auxiliary  to  the  p>«* 
ent  embarrassments,  there  can  be  doubt.  But  it  bai  b**!^ 
auxiliary  only-;  and  I  freely  admit  that,  in  my  very  htt"" 
ble  judgment,  a  well-founded  objection  to  our  baokiBf : 
sy^stem  lies  in  this  very  thing :  that  badts  of  disooonli «' 
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pniied  u  oor  American  bftoks  are,  yield  the  facilities  of 
credit  too  readilj  and  amply  to  the  demands  of  trade,  with- 
out a  power  of  discrimination  between  such  as  arise  from 
the  axleoflton  or  accideotal  vigor  of  healthful  commerce, 
nd  mch  as  have  their  origin  in  a  wild  and  gambling  spirit 
sfipeenlation. 

Commeice  requires  orediL  From  the  day  that  men 
p«ed  in  their  dealings  beyond  the  first  simple  stages  of 
butsr,  credit,  in  some  form,  enteied  into  the  aflairs  of 
Inde.  Its  agency  soon  came  to  be  understood ;  and  the 
wind*  ere  not  more  active  in  circulating  the  common  air, 
than  credit  now  is,  all  over  the  .world,  in  circulating 
ihrao^h  every  land  the  productions  of  every  soil. 

TriJs  and  commerce,  thou,  becoming  drunk  with  pros- 
perity, have  drawn  too  lavishly  upon  the  credit  offered 
then  thfoogh  the  banks ;  or,  if  you  will  have  it  otherwise 
opreieed,  the  expansible  character  of  bsnk  credit  has 
ifaed  too  great  temptations  to  commercisl  enterprise,  and 
ve  are  now  suffering  under  the  consequences  of  over- 
aetioD,  as  well  op  the  part  of  those  who  used  this  credit  as 
tf  thoes  who  gave  it. 

Ifl  this  reiboning,  I  am  borne  out  by  the  meaeage  of  the 
PMadent:  he  says  that  *<our  present  condition  is  chiefly 
to  be  attributed  to  over-action  in  all  the  departments  of 
bounen;  an  over-action  deriving,  perhaps,  its  first  impul- 
lei  from  sDiecedent  causes,  but  stimulated  to  its  destruc- 
tive consequences  by  ezcees'tve  issues  of  bank  paper,  and 
ky  other  iacilities  for  the  acquisition  and  enlargement  of 
oediL" 

I  have  entered  into  the  subject  thus  far,  only  that  I  may 
iorhe  you  to  a  more  enlarged  view  of  the  difficulties  to  be 
Bet  than  are  presented  when  our  inquiry  is  confined  simply 
to  a  eoQsideration  of  the  safest  custody  that  we  can  provide 
fcr  that  portion  of  the  people's  money  which  is  to  pass  into 
Ihe  public  cofiera. 

My  great  objections  to  the  measures  proposed  in  this  bill 
•rr,  that  they  are  not  at  all  commensurate  with  the  exigen- 
cict  of  the  times ;  they  do  not  meet  the  real  difficulty. 
The  hill  nmply  ordains  that  ihe  Government,  after  a  limi- 
ted lime,  wiU  receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in  pay- 
Beat  of  public  dues,  and  will  intrust  its  keeping  to  its  own 
effieen  alone.  Now,  if  there  were  a  creative  power  in  our 
he;  il^  by  this  simple  enactment,  the  bank  paper  could 
be  driven  out  of  circulation,  back  whence  it  came,  and  the 
pfecioos  metals  substituted  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet 
the  ivanii  of  society,  as  well  as  the  demands  of  the  reve- 
>ne,  the  chief  ground  of  my  opposition  would  be  at  once 
KBrnoved.  I  can  well  see,  from  the  experience  we  have 
had  of  the  eril  tendencies  of  the  banks  to  excessive  issues, 
(end  each,  at  present,  are  my  decided  impression^)  that, 
vhene\er  the  currency  is  placed  in  a  condition  to  bear  the 
^bate,  the  true  policy  of  Government  may  be  found  to  be 
to  exact  ita  dues  altogether  in  coin,  and  to  withhold  its 
leTenoe,  while  resting  between  its  collection  and  its  dis- 
hnriemeat,  from  the  use  of  banks,  as  a  fund-  to  increase 
l^diacoants.  My  reasons  for  this  I  will  give  heresAer, 
when  treaung  of  the  proper  positions  which  the  Govern- 
ment may  ultimately  assume  toward  the  State  banks. 

The  bill  is  to  operate  upon  the  currency  as  it  now  is ; 
i^or  we  have  not  only  no  guarantee  that  it  will  be  found  in 
^  unproved  condition  at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  (the 
hnited  tioic,)  but  it  is  susceptible  almost  of  demonstration 
^  one  neceasaiy  consequence  from  the  proposed  law  will 
^to  continue  the  currency  in  its  present  debased  condition. 

'^  precious  metals,  all  will  agree,  are  now  banished 
from  eireolation.  They  are  in  the  country,  I  grant  you, 
*Dd  ib  saflBcient  quantities,  perhsps,  to  answer  their  aceus- 
tomcd  duty  of  circulating  in  those  channels  below  the 
^^^  of  bank  paper;  but  ^ley  no  longer  pass  from  hand  to 
«^d  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  Their  former  exchange- 
wie  value  has  been  converted,  by  the  course  of  trade  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  to  a  value  exclusively  marketable; 

Vol.  XIV.-^9 


and  thua  they  have  fallen  back,  and  are  entirely  merged  in 
the  common  and  general  mass  of  merchandise.  Specie, 
whether  in  coin  or  in  bullion,  is  now  merchandise,  and  not 
money ;  and  those  who  require  it  for  any  purpose  must  go 
into  the  market  and  buy  it  at  market  rates,  as  they  would 
any  kind  of  merchandise  whatever.  How  long,  then,  is 
this  state  of  things  to  continue  1  .  How  long  will  this 
marketable  value  attach,  which  detains  the  coin  from  its 
most  appropriate  function  as  current  money  1  And  by 
what  process  can  it  be  restored  to  circulation  1 

The  answer  (o  the  two  first  inquiries  is  very  simple. 
Specie  will  continue  to  be  merchandise,  so  long  as  there 
exists  any  demand  for  It  greater  than  that  which  would 
invite  or  retain  it  in  circulation.  It  was  driven  out  of  cir- 
culation by  the  demand  for  exportation,  after  the  business 
of  the  country  had  realized  the  fact  that  our  exports  were 
insufficient  to  pay  for  our  imports.  The  balance  must  be 
met,  and  the'  precious  metals  were  called  out  of  circulation 
to  answer  this  new  demand.  It  is  a  necessary  and  funda- 
mental law  of  currency,  that  where  you  have  two  media, 
of  which  either  answers  all  the  purposes  of  exchange,  and 
one  of  tbem,  besides  those  purposes,  will  answer  another 
purpose  as  a  subject  of  trade,  the  latter  will  fly  at  once  to 
meet  the  new  demand,  and  leave  the  duties  of  currency 
exclusively  to  its  fellow. 

So  it  was  between  the  paper  and  the  specie,  when,  by 
the  exigencies  of  trade,  the  latter  was  suddenly  called  off 
to  meet  the  now  demand  created  by  the  necessity  in  com- 
merce, of  extinguishing  the  balances  against  our  import- 
ers. There  is  no  mystery  in  all  this.  Imports  are  to  be 
paid  for  from  those  two  sources  alone:  by  tho  produce 
and  labor  of  the  importing  nation,  or  by  gold  and  silver ; 
and  whenever  the  former  is  found  inadequate,  the  precious 
metals  must  make  up  the  deficiency.. 

Thus  sUxxi  the  country  when  the  banks  suspended  the 
payment  of  specie.  They  had  an  agency,  and  a  large 
agency,  I  grant  you,  in  bringing  that  necessity  about ; 
pampering,  as  they  did,  the  pride  of  commerce.  They 
met  all  its  demands,  honored  all  its  drafts,  as  well  in  the 
rage  for  importation,  as  in  those  extravagant  speculations 
to  which  the  spparent  prosperity  of  the  age  gave  birth. 
But  the  banks  are  not  alone  to  blame  in  this.  It  is  doe 
to  .the  occasion,  and  will  aid  us  in  searching  out  the  true 
remedy  against  a  recurrence,  to  admit,  candidly  and  fairiy, 
that  tho  Government  itself  saw  as  little  tho  mischiefs  that 
would  follow  from  the  extension  of  their  credit,  as  the 
banks  did  themselves.  It  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  the 
times,  and  should  be  recorded  on  the  same  page,  that  when 
the  deposites  were  given-  to  the  State  banks,  they  were 
expressly  instructed  to  make  them  the  basis  of  new  incen- 
ttves  to  commercial  enterprise. 

I  do  not  speak  this  at  all,  sir,  in  the  spirit  of  rebuke ; 
far,  very  far  from  it.  I  adduce  it  only  to  show  that  the 
Government  itself,  against  whom,  as  some  have  aaid,  tho 
banks  have  committed  the  unpardonable  sin,  was  itself  ac- 
tively instigating  them  to  that  very^x tension,  now  se  zeal- 
ously condemned.  How  far  the  banks  might  have  gone  in 
extending  their  di^ounts,  upon  the  immense  deposite  thus 
cast  upon  theoi,  without  this  authoritative  hint  none  can 
easily  tell.  But  it  is  fair  and  reasonable  to  infer,  that  this 
license  in  advance  did  not  pass  unimproved. 

Having  stated  thus  the  actual  condition  of  the  currency, 
and  briefly  traced  the  causes  wJiich  have  led  to  it,  let  us 
inquire  next  what  will  be  the  probable  operation  of  a  law 
that  takes  no  account  of  its  enfeebled  state,  but  per- 
emptorily demands,  after  a  given  day,  that  the  entire 
revenue,  amounting  to  some  twenty  millions  of  dollars 
per  annum,  shall  be  paid  up  in  gold  and  silver.  One 
necessary  consequence,  in  my  apprehension,  would  be, 
effectually  to  place  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  banks  to  re- 
sume the  payment  of  specie  within  any  reasonable  time. 
How  can  it  be  otherwise*!     They  suspended  payment, 
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becauve  of  the  new  demand  for  coin  created  by  the  exigen- 
cies of  trade.  They  have  not  yet  resumed,  because  al- 
though that  demand  baa  entirely  diminished,  as  shown  by 
the  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  yet  there  is  still  demand 
enough  to  warn  them  of  the  consequences  of  an  attempted 
resumption,  before  the  trade  of  the  country  is  in  a  fit  con- 
dition to  bear  it.  Bir;  the  country  is  recovering  fast  from 
the  violent  and  sudden  convulsion  into  which  it  has  been 
lately  thrown.  It  cannot  otherwise  be,  when  we  consider 
the  immense  resources  of  this  vast  continent,  wielded,  as 
they  are,  by  a  people  whose  industry  and  enterprise  ac^ 
knowledge  no  other  limit  than  the  very  bounds  of  the 
earth.  But  the  Government  must  keep  its  hands  ofi";  time 
must  be  allowed  for  the  system  to  react,  before  any  new 
or  additional  pressure  can  be  borne. 

If  the  necessities  of  circulation  are  not  strong  enough 
now  to  bring  specie  into  general  use,  as  part  of  the< 
currency,  because  of  the  existing  collateral  demand  in 
trade,  does  it  not  necessarily  follow,  that  any  new  de- 
mand will  have  an  additional  effect  in  retardhig  that  oper- 
ation ? 

You  create  this  new  demand  by  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation ;  pass  it,  and  you  at  once  increase  the  premium  that 
specie  already  bears  over  the  ordinary  currency  ;  you  give 
it  increased  value  in  the  market  to  the  extent  of  such  new 
demand ;  and  to  that  same  extent  you  postpone  the  day 
when  it  can  return  into  use  as  a  part  of  the  circulating 
medium.  Until  (hat  day  comes,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
banks  to  pay  out  specie  upon  their  notes ;  they  never  can 
do  so,  until  the  demand  upon  them  is  reduced  to  a  naked 
demand  for  circulation.  If  I  am  correct  in  this  reasoning, 
the  best  that  could  be  hoped  for  under  the  proposed  law 
would  be,  that  it  should  remain  «  dead  letter  upon  the 
statute  book. 

I  think  I  have  shown  that  we  could  have  no  return  to  a 
circulation  of  specie  under  its  auapices ;  and,  if  this  be  so, 
do  you  believe,  does  any  man  believe,  that  the  law  could 
be  carried  into  effect  ? 

What,  sir,  that  the  Government  alone  should  be  paid 
in  silver  and  gold,  while  those  who  have  the  payments  to 
make  receive  nothing  but  irredeemable  paper !  How  vain 
and  idle  it  is  to  expect  any  such  thing.  If,  by  any  chance, 
or  lucky  accident,  over- ruling  those  stern  necessities  to 
which  all  human  afiairs  are  subject,  the  exigency  of  the 
times  should  have  passed  by,  before  your  policy  begins, 
then  it  might,  thus  chance-favored,  be  that  the  scheme 
could  be  carried  out.  But  it  becomes  us  not  to  legislate 
upon  such  improbable  contingencies.  I  want  no  better 
evidence  of  what  the  Government  would  be  twelvemonths 
hence,  under  the  operation  of  this  law,  than  what  is  now 
daily  passing  before  our  eyes.  There  are,  it  is  said,  (and 
I  presumiB  with  an  approximation  at  least  to  the  truth,) 
now  in  this  country  eighty  millions  of  dollars  in  coined 
metal.  By  the  existing  law,  (as  there  is  no  bank  paper 
convertible  into  specie,)  Government  can  now  receive 
nothing  but  coin  in  payment  of  any  part  of  its  revenue. 
I  ask,  confidently,  is  any  part  of  that  revenue  so  paid  ? 
With  all  this  abundance  of  the  precious  metals,  fully  three 
times  as  much  as  we  have  hud  at  any  former  period,  do 
wc  not  all  know,  that  none  whatever  is  paid  into  the 
Treasury  from  any  source  of  revenue.  I  mean  none, 
when  compared  even  with  the  lowest  necessity  of  the  pub- 
lic service.  The  mint,  it  is  true,  does  furnish  a  small 
supply,  barely  sufiiicient,  if  at  all,  to  meet  those  demands 
which  coin  alone  will  satisfy.  But  this  does  not  come  in 
any  shape  of  revenue — far  from  it.  It  is  purchased  by 
Government,  ot  market  rates,  and  a  premium  paid  upon 
every  dollar  that  is  brought  in.  Such  is  the  present  state 
of  things,  under  the  operation  of  a  bard -money  law,  while 
the  only  money  of  the  country  is  in  irredeemable  paper  ; 
and  sudi  must  ever  continue  to  be-your  condition,  under 
the  operation  of  any  laws  that  you  may  pass,  so  long  as 


the  money  which  you  require  is  bcmiabed,  by  whtteici 
cause,  from  the  channels  of  circulation. 

I  lay  down,  then,  this  positioD,  and  defy  any  rsfntaliM: 
that  the  Govemment  must,  as  a  permanent  neosMty,  dot 
in  that  currency  in  which  the  people  deal;  it  is  the  Uw of 
its  creation  and  inseparable  fron^  its  condition.  It  moil  re* 
ceive  what  the  people  receive,  and  pay  what  tbej  ps^— i 
necessity  from  which  Govemment  cannot  eecape  if  it  wosld, 
and  ought  not  if  it  conld. 

I  speak  of  Ihia  aa  a  permanent  iMoe«ily,  distinguiM 
from  the  necessities  of  immediate  want  It  is  slniggliB| 
now  against  this  very  .want,  and  precisely  as  sny  Isrgc  cip> 
italist  might  equally  do,  by  using  the  resources  of  iti  credit 
to  supply  the  temporary  absence  of  revenue.  Have  we  not 
just  paseed  a  law,  authorizing  an  issue  of  ten  milliontflf 
Treasury  iMiper,  for  this  very  purpose  1  I  mean  for  the  ni|lf 
purpose  of  reserving  the  Govemment  from  the  neoewtjqC 
coming  down  at  once  to  the  irredeemable  paper  of  the  buka 
And  this  only  to  answer  the  present  emergency ;  for  it  wiH 
certainly  follow,  unless  that  Inedium  cao  be  restored,  ia 
which  alone  the  Govemment  it  allowed  to  deal,  ibst  «• 
must  issue  at  least  ten  mitttoDs  more,  before  we  retom 
home  from  the  ensuing  session.  3ir,  I  went  cordially  widi 
yen  in  this  use  of  Government  credit;  and  I  willdoioigiift 
should  the  emergency  continue.  But  I  tell  you  Isirly  lol 
candidly,  and  I  tell  the  people,  too,  that  this  Tfcmry 
issue  is  all  that  save»  the  Govemment  now  fiom  comiDg 
down  at  once  to  bank  paper.  I  pay  this,  sir,  becsaii  yon 
revenue  laws,  exacting  gold  and  silver,  are  not  and  canaot 
be  enforced.  If  you  collect  any  revenue,  it  can  only  be  in 
that  very  paper,  because  there  is  nothing  else  to  pay  witk 

Suppose, '  then,  your  law  passed,  and  the  coireDcy  le* 
main,  as  under  sueh  policy  it  inevitably  most,  in  the  €<» 
dition  that  it  now  is;  what  are  you  to  dol  Ifyoo  eoold 
enforce  the  law  then,  I  ask  why  do  you  not  do  so  dowI 

Why  do  you  not  now  compel  your  deblen  to  go  bto 
market  and  buy  specie,  in  order  to  repltniah  tbeTresuiyl 
So  far  from  this,  we  have  now  a  bill  before  u«,  and  wbick 
it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  must  pass,  to  save  the  Secretaiy 
from  the  necessity  6(  so  idle  an  attempt.  With  mora  dm 
four  millions  of  dollara  now  doe  in  New  York  slonr,  lo 
far  from  exacting  payment,  we  are  about  to  give  fuilber 
time  on  all  bonds  doe  and  to  become  due  between  tbv 
time  and  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

I  say,  then,  confidently,  pass  >vhat  law  you  may,  yoo 
cannot  have  your  revenuea  paid  in  specie,  so  long  is  it  re- 
mains at  a  premium ;  and  that  the  very  first  eficet  of  tbii 
law,  by  creating  a  new  demand,  would  be  to  incresM  tbi 
premium,  and  thus  render  permanent  the  very  exigcocia 
to  which  your  legislation  is  now  actually  yielding. 

But  take  another  view  of  the  subject.  Suppose  the  ls« 
carried  out,  what  then  would  follow  t  The  importer,  be- 
sides all  other  charges  for  freight,  insurance,  dutiee,  dic>t 
is  required  to  pay  five  or  ten  per  centum  for  specie  to  pey 
the  duties.  Certainly  this  latter  would  be  aidded  lo  tbi 
price  of  the  commodity ;  and  thus  the  whole  efiect  of  ;p« 
policy  would  be  to  tax  the  people  to  this  extent,  in  oidj 
that  Govemmept  might  deal  in  gold,  while  they  were  left 
to  straggle  on,  unaided,  against  all  the  ilia  of  wortblciB  F** 
per  money. 

My  view  of  the  subject,  then,  is  that,  by  paesing  tbii 
law  now,  you  postpone  to  an  indefinite  period  the  moop- 
tion  of  specie  payments  by  the  State  brinks;  that  until  ibef 
do  resume,  the  law  must  be  ino|»erative,  and  the  Tn«ii»T 
supplied  by  loans ;  or,  if  eniorccd,  besides  cmting  >  ^ 
and  heavy  tax  upon  all  foreign  merchandise,  the  K<le  dH 
will  be  to  enrich  the  officeholdera,  and  all  who  feed  opn 
the  pubMc  cril),  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  comnoBi' 
ty.  I  know,  sir,  that  this  last  objection  has  been  w^^ 
as  mere  slang,  as  part  of  I  mere  '*  rabble,"  and  oDWorlby 
of  notice.  But  I  tell  you  that  it  has  never  been  xi^  •o' 
that  it  cannot  (w  overthrown.     I  do  not  believe  (end  (bi 
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iibelief  H  foandcd  <m  ihe  experience  of  the  praeent  daj) 
bt  tach«  law  could  be  carried  out;  but  if  it  were,  the 
MtorGoTaromeDt  dependanu  would  grow  rich  under  it. 
Phcf  wcmld  have  money  worth  live  or  ten  doUara  more  in 
b«  baodred  than  the  money  used  by  ihe  people;  and 
ha  people  would  be  taxed  to  the  extent  of  thia  five  or  ten 
oUuB  in  the  hundred,  to  liimiih  the  former  with  the  bet- 
ircnnfocy. 

Now,  sir,  in  all  thia,  my  aympathiea  are  with  the  tax 
qren,  and  not  with  the  tax  gatherera.  I  g^o  for  the  intar- 
rt  of  ihoie  who  are  to  pay,  and  not  for  thoae  who  are^o 
pMiva.  I  cannot  agree  to  any  policy  which  might,  and  I 
|ieve  trould,  lead  to  theee  reaulta.  It  ia  unwiae,  unjuat, 
PmI  oDneeaMary ;  and  it  could  not,  and  ought  not,  to  aund 
|tt  dtj  aftpr  thoee  rceulte  are  aacertained. 
I  my  cxpreaa  myeelf  atrongly,  but  I  do  not  mean  to  do 
a.Vuihlj.  I  aee  miacbief  and  diaaater  without  end,  in  any 
llNDjit  10  lagislate  now  aa  you  would  have  ua  do  by  ttua 
jH;  Md  it  ia  to  aave  ouraelrea  from  utter  defeat  and  ahame 
|it  I  bef  you  to  panee  with  me,  and  coiiaider  the  conae- 
^noei  of  auch  an  attrropt. 

^ttt  loe,  before  leaving  thta  part  of  the  aubject,  preaent 
itiaer  view,  which,  to  my  miitd,  tncreaaea  the  difficultiea 
^  be  eoooantered  by  the  propoaed  law.  I  have,  ao  far, 
^Mideied  only  the  demand  ariaing  under  the  accruing  rev- 
ptt  M  that  which  ie  to  reurd  the  reaomption  of  apecie 
llneoL  But  the  revenue  in  arrear,  that  of  which  we 
klo poatpoiie  the  payment,  will  come  heavily  in  aid  to 
mtmt  thio  demand  at  the  very  oataet  of  the  new  law ; 
vbat  extent  we  do  not  aa  yet  very  ceruinly  know,  but, 
og  froBi  what  we  do  know,  the  prpmiae  ia  aulficient- 
ling.  The  duty  bonda  to  be  poatponed,  amount  in 
Totk  alone  to  more  than  7,000,000  dollara,  computed 
Jiooary  next,  and,  including  the  other  cittea,  to  more 
10,uOO,000  doUara;  cooatituting,  to  auch  extent, 
ver  it  may  be,  an  obaUde  at  the  outaet,  over  and 
wbat  ia  to  be  encountered  in  iu  ordinary  couhm. 
bare  heard  it  aaid,  however,  that  thia  very  demand  to 
under  the  law,  will  have  the  effect  of  bringing 
vpede  to  meet  it ;  and  thua  it  ia  alleged  that  the  demand 
"aeeuion  the  aapply.  I  do  not  deny  thia  in  the  leaat 
There  ia  nothing  more  certain,  in  every  branch  of 
economy,  than  that  there  will  he  a  supply  for  the 
|B«id.  But  regard  for  one  inetant  only  what  ihia  de- 
N  ii^  and  the  fallacy  of  the  reaaoniug  will  appear  at 
N*  It  ia  a  markel  demand  which  u  to  produce  thia  aup- 
i<  It  it  an  incraaea  only  of  the  aame  demand,  which 
Mreidy  baniebed  coin  from  circulation  ;  now  it  ia  pur- 
M  forczportaiioik,  then  it  will  be  purchaaed  ior  Gov- 
pneat,  and  the  efiect  will  be  precisely  the  aame  in  both 
f*^  gi^a  a  marketable  value  to  apecie  aa  merchan- 
k  io  lieu  of  the  exchangeable  value  which  it  would 
H*iM  have  aa  money.  None  will  pretend  that,  becauae 
fvrrnmeQt  will  phy  it  out  again,  it  will  thereby  circulate, 
piw  they  can  find  the  term  circulation  fully  aattafied  in 
^MMtant  round  from  the  cuatom-bouae  to  the  broker,  and 
Ift  the  broker  to  the  cuetom  houae. 
Ilfitbetrue,  then,  that  Government  cannot  command 
*  ^tao\M  metala  through  iU  revenue,  antil  they  return 
lib  10  circttlatioa,  the  inquiry  remaina  to  be  anawered, 
|«  ibat  eoil  ia  to  be  attained  1  I  would  anawer,  firat,  it 
Vibe  attained  even  before  a  very  long  time,  if  roattera  are 
Pvcd  to  remain,  aa  far  as  Government  ia  concerned,  pre- 
Wy  where  they  now  are. 

I  Mt  M  beep  our  hande  aS,  and  the  banka  will  reanme 
itpeidily  aa  reviving  trade  will  allow  :  within  that  period 
ff  Dot  profeee  to  anawer ;  but  their  eourae  of  dealing 
F*  ^  anapenaioa  evinoea  the  atrongeat  purpoee  to  do 
Mtihe aarlieat  practicable  day.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Nwiy  telU  1M,  in  hia  report,  that  aince  the  auapenaion 
Mp^  payaient,  '<  the  p^ey  poraued  by  rooet  of  them, 
M  been  (avotaUe  to  an  ear^  diaohacv*  of  their  engage- 


raenta  to  the  Treaaury  and  to  a  reaumption  of  apecie  pay- 
Bienta."  And,  again,  in  proof  of  that  poaition,  he  aaya, 
apeaking  of  the  depoette  banka,  that  <*  aince  the  lat  of 
May,  their  dlacouuta,  aa  a  whole,  have  been  reduced  about 
$30,388,776;  their  circulation  $4,991,791;  and  their 
public  depoaitaa  $15,607,316,  while  their  specie  haa  di- 
minished leaa  than  $3,000,000."  Such  ia  the  encourag- 
ing account  which  the  Secretary  himself  givea  ua  of  theae 
iuatitutioisa.  We  have  already  seen  the  great  reduction  in 
exchange  since  our  aeaaion  began,  evidencing  the  rapid  ex- 
tinguiahment  of  the  foreign  debt,  and  the  e&cta  manifest- 
ed by  the  approaching  market  for  the  Southern  ataples. 
£ven  the  presentation  of  the  bill  for  an  issue  of  Treasury 
paper,  had  an  effisct  in  bringing  down  exchange.  Putting 
all  theae  things  together,  we  may  aafely  argue  that  tlie 
evirday  la  passing  by  ;  and  all  that  I  urge  upon  you  ia, 
to  keep  hands  off,  and  let  very  well  alone. 

The  reaoiution  of  1816,  now  inhilMbroe,  bad  the  effi^t 
at  that  day  of  bringing  about  a  general  resumption  of 
specie  payment  by  the  banks.  It  will  do  so  again,  if  its 
operation  be  unaffected.  I  have  shown  you  si  ready  the 
promise  under  iu  But  the  bill  propoees  to  repeal  that  re- 
solution, as  the  first  step  in  the  policy  of  the  new  law. 
Th^n,  the  attitude  of  Government  towards  these  institu- 
tions was  one  of  encouragement  and  confidence.  It  of- 
fered inducements  to  them  to  resume,  and  invited  back  the 
confidence  of  the  community.  The  wisdom  of  that  policy 
was  manifested  by  the  result.  Now,  the  very  reverse  ia 
to  be  attempted ;  in  lieu  of  confid^ce,  we  preeent  dis- 
credit; for  encouragement,  menaced  destruction.  I  need 
not  add,  that  the  same  end  cannot  be  obtained  by  such  op- 
posite means. 

But  again,  sir,  there  is  in  this  bill  an  entire  departure 
(rom  the  great  and  leading  principles  of  the  sdministratioQ, 
on  the  aubject  of  the  currency.  It  looks  no  farther  than  to 
a  supply  of  specie  for  the  Government  and  its  dependants. 
There  is  no  account  taken  ol  the  more  important  object  of 
infuaing  apecie  into  circulation  for  the  common  uae  of  the 
people.  Then,  the  great  effort  waa  to  enlarge  the  apecie 
baaia,  by  the  suppreaaion  of  email  notes.  The  Govern- 
ment, as  the  grealeat  creditor  of  the  banka,  aought  to  ef- 
fect thia  by  the  control  incident  to  ita  large  deposite.  The 
banka  were  encouraged  in  every  way  to  co-operate ;  and 
the  Statee  were  appealed  to  for  their  aid  in  the  common 
duty  of  a  reform  in  the  currency. 

Many  of  them,  where  there  waa' a  bank  iaaua  under  five 
dollars,  met  the  appeal  at  once^  by  a  diiect  prohjihition  to 
that  extenL 

But  the  State  of  Virginia  went  farther.  She  had  long 
aince  realised  the  benefits  of  a  specie  circulation  below  five 
doUara,.  by  a  prohiblrion  of  all  paper  under  that  amount ; 
and,  on  the  vary  firat  occaaion  when  the  charters  of  her 
banka  would  be  reached,  ao  recently  as  during  the  laat 
winter,  the  prohibition  was  extended  to  ten  dollars  and  to 
take  efiect  at  an  ^rly  day. 

Theae  were  the  meaaurea  then  contemplated  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  currency,  and  begun  to  be  carried  out  by^ 
the  powerful  aid  of  State  legislation.  Why  are  they  to 
be  abandoned  now  1  It  waa  admitted  then,  and  it  is  be- 
yond all  question  true,  that  apecie,  either  in  gold  or  silver, 
will  not  circulate  by  the  aide  of  paper.  If  experience  of 
thia  were  wanting,  it  ia  abundant  in  Virginia,  in  reference 
to  smsll  notes ;  as  soon  as  they  were  expelled  by  her  law, 
silver  took  their  place.  And  there  is  no  doubt  thst  if  bar 
policy  couM  be  carried  out,  by  the  expulsion  of  sU  paper 
under  twenty  dollan,  gold  would  flow  at  once  into 
the  vacant  ehianneb.  All  this  can  yet  be  done,  by  a  sim- 
ple adherence  to  the  original  plan.  But  your  polioy  ia  in 
utter  disregard  of  all  aueh  iqlent 

The  great  forcing  prooaas  now  in  eonlamplalion,  will 
work  ih»  very  reverae  of  what  waa  then  ao  strennoosly 
nrged.     1%  will  put  all  oar  golden  dfeama  Id  flight,  of  the 
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htJcyon  days  of  hard  money,  and  tbe  States  will  be  com- 
pelled, from  sheer  necessity,  U>  license  once  more  the  very 
lowest  issue  of  bank  paper.  8eetnf(  these  things,  as  I  clear^ 
do  in  prospect,  under  the  operation  of  tbe  proposed  law,  I 
can  have  no  choice  hot  to  raise  my  voice  against  it. 

As  to  so  much  of  the  bill  as  constitutes  the  collectors  of 
the  revenue,  with  the  mint  and  its  branches,  depositories 
of  the  public  money,  I  have  but  little  to  say.  It  is  cer- 
tainly subject  to  very  strong  objections,  not  the  lea«t  of 
which  is,  the  very  great  increase  of  patronage  to  which  it 
must  give  rise;  and  a  patronage  of  the  most  dangerous  in- 
fluSDoiB,  as  being  so  immediately  connect/pd  with  the  public 
money.  Neither  is  this  objection  at  all  answered,  when  it 
is  said  that  the  patronage  will  be  less  than  that  exercised 
in  the  intercourse  between  the  Government  and  the  deposite 
hanks ;  because,  by  the  simple  substitute  of  a  special  for  a 
general  deposite,  all  patronage  will  be  at  once  taken  away ; 
and  on  the  score  of  Mfety,  the  ditff*rence  is  incalculable. 

Whether  I  regard,  then,  the  pernicious  influence  which 
this  bill  must  exercise  upon  the  currency,  if  now  enacted 
into  law,  or  the  inadequacy  of  its  provisions  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  money,  I  am  equally  constrained  to  withhold 
my  assent.  In  the  first  aspect,  it  has  never  been  submitted 
to  the.  country,  and  has  had  very  little  consideration  here. 
The  innovation  is  too  great,  the  transition  too  violent,  from 
all  pretiotts  usage,  to  be  thus  suddenly  met 

The  people  are  too  deeply  interested  in  the  consequences 
which  may  follow,  to  have  this  usage  changed,  without 
the  most  matured  consideration.  For  myself,  sir,  I  want 
to  go  home  from  this  whole  subject,  reinfiela.  It  is  a  new 
proposition,  presented  for  Jthe  first  time,  in  an  imposing 
form  by  the  late  message,  and,  before  adopted,  should  be 
well  and  thoroughly  canvassed  before  the  country.  The 
President  himself,  in  proposing  it,  invites,  and  the  subject 
is  well  worthy  of,  the  fullest  deliberation. 

Let  it  be  discussed,  then,  as  it  will  be,  and  as  all  great 
public  measures  ought  to  be,  by  the  people  themselves  in 
their  primanr  assemblies,  and  through  the  press,  before  it 
is  enacted  into  law. 

No  inconvenience  can  possibly  arise  from  this  postpone- 
ment ;  first,  because  the  time  must  necessarily  be  short,  as 
Congress  will  be  again  in  session,  within  six  weeks  from 
the  adjournment.  And,  secondly,  because  the  whole  sys- 
tem proposed. is  now,  under  the  late  orders  of  the  Treasury, 
in  as  full  and  complete  operation,  as  if  specially  ordained 
by  the  |aw  under  consideration.  The  Secretary  has  already 
adopted  it,  in  the  exigency  of  the  occasion,  under  the  dis- 
cretion given  to  him  by  the  law  organizing  the  Treasury 
Department.  Inhere  is  no  occanon,  then,  for  this  great 
haste,  and  there  is  every  reason  why  we  should  forbear. 

We  are  told,  however,  by  an  ht^orable  member  from' 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  PicKVirs,]  that,  by  our  opposition  to 
the  present  bill,  we  are  strengthening  the  interest  of  that 
party  which  seeks  the  re-establishment  of  a  national  bank. 
This  suggestion,  sir,  has  come*  from  a  very  remarkable 
quarter.  I  do  not  allude  now  to  the  member  from  Carolina, 
but  to  a  distinguished  statesman  from  the  same  State,  in  the 
other  wing  of  the  Capitol.  The  sub-treasuries,  it  is  said, 
must  be  ordained  at  once,  as  the  onljr  safeguard  against  the 
restoration  of  a  gre^t  national  banking  institution ;  and  this 
ratiocination  seems  to  be  thrown  out  as  a  sort  of  bugbear, 
to  frighten  us  into  instant  submission. 

Sir,  in  my  humble  sphere  at  home,  or  in  the  halls  of  our 
State  Legislature,  my  opinions  on  tbe  subject  of  a  federal 
bank  need  no  new  confession.  I  have  ever  been  an  un- 
eompromising  foe  to  any  such  institution.  I  believe  the 
existence  of  such  a  bank  is  inconsistent  with  tbe  purity, 
and  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  popular  government.  I  have 
ever  opposed  it,  in  every  form,  on  grounds  of  expediency ; 
and,  what  is  above  all,  to  fix  and  confirm  that  opposition,  I 
entertain  no  donbt  whatever  that  it  has  no  sanction,  either 
in  the  spirit  or  the  letter  of  the  constitution.   Strongly  com- 


mitted, then,  to  such  opinions,  and  having  uniformlrield 
up  to  them  in  every  time  of  trial ;  in  the  remofsl  of  Ai 
depositee,  through  the  panic  era,  and  tbe  Exeeativf  fetg^ 
1  am  not  to  be  frightened  from  what  t  have  taken  u  M 
path  of  duty,  by  the  new-bom  lears  even  of  so  diftioginb- 
ed  a  proselyte. 

I  distrust  the  quarter,  sir,  whence  the  denuudation  torn, 
I  hsve  no  confidence  in  that  counsel  which  sprinfi  fntt 
the  zeal  of  recent  con  version»opinions  that  are  barti^  tikd 
up,  are  as  speedily  laid  aside,  and  are  worthy  of  no  lefiiM 
whatever. 

No,  sir,  in  my  humble  judgment  the  danger  of  renmari 
to  a  national  bank  is  to  be  looked  for  in  the  very  oppodl 
quarter :  in  the  immature  conception  and  hurrird  excei> 
tion  of  this  sub-Treasury  scheme.  I  do  not  metn  to  y» 
diet  it,  because  I  would  not  be  understood  as  diipingi|| 
the  judgment  of  those  who  confide  more  readily  Unn  Id^ 
But  suppose  they  should  fsil ;  suppose  it  ahoeldber 
impracticable  to  carry  out  tbe  new  scheme;  that  the  i 
cy  should  grow  worse ;  that  bank  paper  sboold  eoi 
irredeemable ;  and  the  people  become  wearied  out  with] 
rigid  exaction  of  coin  from  them,  while  nothing  bot 
is  paid  to  them  :  I  ask  you,  and  I  put  it  to  the  i 
consideration  of  the- country,  what  remedy  woaMlbaJ 
f(»und  ?  You  could  not  fall  back  npon  the  BMe  \ 
They  had  juat  been  divorced,  and  common  deoac;  vsilj 
forbid  the  new  espousal.  Where,  then,  would  ?««  M 
refuge  1  Why,  sir,  as  was  done  once  before^  in  thsansii 
a  national  bank,  and  nowhere  else.  ^ 

I  am  not  at  alt  answered  in  the  objections  thttf  adni 
when  I  am  told  that  my  apprehensions  of  thii  Man^ 
without  foundation.      You   relied   as  confidently 
the  public  money  was  trsnsferred  to  the  Sttte  binki, 
they  would  not  fail.     Every  ofilicial  report  and  every 
paper  was  replete  with  their  commendation.    We 
toM  that  they  were  equal  to  every  emergency,  in  tbi  I 
operations  of  the  Government,  and  furnished  itibeit 
safest  reliance.     And  yet,  within  two  short  year^  thei 
system  is  denounced  as  an  entire  failure.     What  bftlerl 
su ranee  can  you  give  ua  now  than  yon  offered  tbfol 

Why  may  not  your  new  scheme  fidl  ?    I  beiictc  ' 
must,  inevitably  must,  il  attempted  now.    And  wbttj 
does  fail,  I  can  imagine  no  possible  resource  iefi,  bat 
which  our  new  convert  so  esmestly  deprecates.   I 
you  to  excuse  me,  then,  if  I  do  not  see  with  bis  cy* 

Sir,  in  attempting  these  sub-Treasinies  now,  tbed 
ernment,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  is  retreating  to  tbe  ofl 
at  once,  in  the  great  battle  with  a  national  bank.  I  ^ 
nothing  but  danger  in  tbe  attempt — opinions  differ  i 
your  t>est  and  ablest  advisers,  whether  you  can  now 
the  position  good ;  and  if  you  do  not,  there  is  no 
no  choice,  but  in  unconditional  aurrender. 

One  word  more,  air,  to  the  honorable  member  fronl 
Carolina,  and  to  those  to  whom  this  portion  of  hit 
is  directed.  I  understand  him  as  making  an  appeal  to  1 
democrata  of  the  North,  to  rally  around  this  sob-Tr 
scheme,  as  their  surest  and  safest  protection  *P^^ 
oppression  of  Northern  capitalists.  He  tells  tbemlM 
they  are  looked  upon  as  the  natural  allies  of  tbe  Soil 
because  their  labor  holds  the  same  position  to  capiidi 
their  country  that  our  slaves  hold  to  their  ownen  tt  ■ 
South. 

How  these  Northern  democrata  may  relish  the  docfflij 
of  their  new  ally,  I  need  venture  no  prediction.  I  da* 
whether  they  can  he  brought  to  rally  around  the  fttov 
of  a  leader,  who  denies  them  any  place,  even  ia  ibecB* 
mon  scale  of  humanity.  -  ^ 

^  Is  it  upon  principles  such  as  these,  that  tbe  IxoiOm 
democracy  is  invoked  to  lend  their  aid  to  themfsmre*^ 
templated  by  this  bill  1  These  are  theyi  I  presone,  «■ 
are  appealed  to  in  the  occasional  addresses  of  esrtaioDe^ 
papers,  as  tha   **dimocra/cy  q/ numben,'*  contiaBi*" 
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piifaed,  W6  find  now,  from  any  demoeracy  of  men— who 
iU  no  piace  in  the. thinking,  acting  pari  of  the  comoia- 
iftj,  but  areclasBed  as  mere  dead  weight,  to  be  thrown  at 
ilU  into  either  aeile  of  the  political  balance 
If  tkere  be  any  inch  party  in  onr  favored  land,  I  thank 
Icivcn  that  it  in  unknown  in  the  quarter  of  the  country 
MB  whence  I  come.  We  have  there,  air,  I  am  proud  to 
tjt  M  honeat  and  tturdy  a  race  of  democrata  aa  ever  the 
in  ibooe  upon.  Of  intelligent,  thinking,  independent, 
prifrw  men;  each  doing  and  acting  for  himaelf  in  all 
BPStioDf  of  public  interest;  having  'perfect  equality  of 
qibt,  Hid  participating,  to  the  fulleat  extent  of  a  free 
Ikhn,  in  the  direction  and  control  of  all  public  alTaira. 
I'Thii,  nr,  it  the  character  of  the  democracy  with  which 
fiB  hmiliar;  nor  I  apprehend  #re  our  true  Northern  de- 
Nm  of  a  texture  any  whit  inferior.  But  I  deaire  my 
Mititacoti  it  least  to  know  to  what  sort  of  democracy  the 
pnnofthb  bill  are  addroaied  by  its  friends.  Not  to  in- 
land thinking  men,  but  to  a.  class  who  are  counted 
bjr  tbmr  numbers,  and  are  eatimated  to  have  no  in- 
m  public  aflatra;,  aave  as  a  mass  holding  a  certain 
bntowaid  capitaL 
Mr.  PicKxirs  here  asked  the  floor,  and  was  understood 
Mf,  that  be  did  not  lay  down  the  propontion  as  broadly 
viiftated  by  Mr.  MAsoir.  He  meant  only  to  say,  that 
11  tandsncy  of  the  institutions  at  the  North  wus  to  or- 
hhe  capitat,  and  to  make  labor  tributary  to  it ;  and,  un- 
N  neb  tendency  were  checked,  would  finally  reduce 
prtbero  to  a  state  of  vasaalage.] 
Waving  thos  given  my  objections  to  the  passage  Of  any 
pal  this  ttoic,  which  has  not  for  one  of  its  principal 
P^  a  reformation  of  the  currency,  or,  I  should  more 
mtily  ttLj,  which  will  not  by  its  operation  lead  back 
t  banb  to  a  resumption  of  payment,  I  proceed  briefly 
pigest  what  my  opinions  are  of  the  ultimate  attitude 
icb  tbe  Government  should  assume  towards  these  insti- 
Rm.  I  have  no  expectation  or  belief,  notwifhstanding 
i«y  which  has  been  raised  against  the  banks,  through 
P^and  otherwise,  that  by  any  action  of  this  Govem- 
pt  theae  mstituttona  can  be  dentroyed.  It  is  not  in  your 
Fv  to  do  so,  sir,  if  yon  would ;  and,  if  attempted  by 
rMm,  direct  or  indirect,  every  eflbrt  that  you  could 
iMMiiM  eventuate  in  defeat.  They  are  vrealed  by  the 
P'**'Ue  incorporated,  and  have  life  given  to  them  by 
p  wparate  law— for  their  being  they  lean  upon  the 
m*,  and  are  as  entirely  independent  of  yott,  as  you  can 
Fbeeoine  of  them.  Most  of  the  States  have  a  large 
ncd  interest  in  theif  stock,  and  participate  largely  iii 
p  ntnsgement  by  tho  immediate  appointment  of  di- 

pnginia  has  an  immense  fund  invested  in  her  banka, 
i^me  from  which  is  appropriated  to  adoration,  to  in- 
'  improvement,  and  to  other  favorite  oljects  of  her 
POttcy.  Besides  all  which,  the  banks  of  each  Btate 
^  to  each  the  entire  paper  circulation  within  its  bor- 
amrce  of  profit  in  whieh  the  Stales  themselves 
Ij  pvtidpate.  For  good  or  for  ill,  then,  these  banks 
■0  closely  interwoven  now,  in  all  their  relatione  with 
iotererts,  that  they  canmot  be  eradicated,  even  by  the 
-^P*^'*  which  they  depend  for  existence. 
L  il/  ^*^  largely  into,  and  influence  to  a  great  extent, 
■  ue  elementa  which  affect  tbe  tt^e  of  the  country  ;  and 
Ni  whether  yon  are  connected  with,  or  divorced  from 
n  whf never  trade  or  the  course  of  ei change  (in  which 
^largely  deal)  is  deranged  or  injured,  your  finances 
it  be  immediately  aflected.  You  may  he  divorced  from 
P  0  aunso,  and  a  tineuUi,  and  ahould  a  period  ever 
P^  >g>in,  when,  there  is  a  general  eu«spension  of  specie 
pnent,  yonr  Treasury  will  stop  payment  in^nison  with 
[|^|^^  precisely  as  it  has  done  now ;  and  the  only  dif- 
'^^tt  between  you  will  be,  that  they  will  stop  payment 
K^aKtBue  of  precautioD,  and  you  from  aecMiity. 


I  aay,  then,  emphatically,  that  the  present  embarrassed 
condition  of  tbe  Treasury  is  not  owing  to  its  conAexion 
with  the  banka.  You  have  not  now  money  enough  to  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  in  all  the  banka  north  of  tha 
Fotoinae  put  together,  (the  quarter  where  the  principal 
revenue  is  collected, }  to  carry  on  the  Government  for  two 
weeks.  The  Treasury  is  without  money ;  not  because  the 
banks  have  stopped  payment,  but  because  its  supplies  are 
cut  off.  Its  revenue  is  stagnant  in  the  hands  of  its  dcbt- 
oiv,  and  not  in  the  vaulu  of  the  banks.  There  is  money 
enough  due  to  you,  but  you  cannot  get  it  in,  and  ao  it  ia 
precisely  with  the  banks.  You  and  they  are  both  obliged, 
lieing  operated  upon  by  the  same  cauaes^  to  give  time  to 
your  debtors,  and  to  wait  for  the  reactiod  of  tiiade,  the  re- 
vival of  commerce,  before  you  can  again  get  afloat 

Neither  is  this  reasoning  at  kU  weakened  by  the  fact 
that  you  have  fome  five  or  six  millions  yet  on  deposits  in 
tbe  SoDthem  and  Western  States,  which  is  styled  '*u»- 
available"— meaning  that  you  cannot  command  it  for  uae. 
You  cannot  command  it,  aimply  because  you  have  no  uae 
for  it  in  the  place  where  it  is.  In  the  Northern  and  East* 
em  States,  where  you  had  uae  for  the  money,  you  have 
withdrawn  it  rapidly  since  the  suspension,  and  so  yonf^ 
would  have  done  from  those  South  and  Weat,  could  you 
have  used  the  money  at  the  place  where  it  was.  Suppoae, 
then,  that  this  money,  instead  of  being  on  deposite  in  the 
banks,  was  locked  up  in  sub^trfasuries  in  gold  and  silver. 
Five  or  six  millions  of  bullion  is  too  large  a  sum  to  he 
suddenly  transferred  from  one  quarter  of  tbe  country  to 
the  other  without  producing  very  serious  efleots  upon  the 
trade  and  busineas  of  those  places  whence  it  ia  taken ;  and 
yet  you  would  have  no  other  resource  whatever  in  order 
to  make  it  **  available,"  but  to  bring  it  away  in  bulk, 
transporting  it  at  heavy  cost  across  the  country  from  the 
place  where  it  was  collected  to  the  -place  where  it  was 
wanted. 

You  could  not  command  a  dollar  by  means  of  exchange; 
for  Uie  very  cauaes  that  now  make  your  depoaite  **  on- 
available"  there,  have  run  up  exchange  to  rathier  more  than 
the  eipenses  of  tranaportation. .  And  thua  that  whole  fund, 
even  if  now  in  gold  and  ailver,  and  in  sub-treasuries  to 
boot,  would  be  just  as  unavailable  to  Government,  in  the 
preaent  condition  of  the* country,  as  their  deposite  is  in  the 
banks  mentioned.  Government  would  not  attempt  to  bring 
away  tbe  metal.  The  country  would  not  allow  itaelf  to  be 
thus  drained ;  or,  if  it  were  done,  the  very  operation  would 
open  the  people's  eyes  to  the  working  of  the  machinery, 
and  all  would  cry  out  against  it.  .  No,  sir ;  if  this  whole 
^'unavailable  fund*'  in  tbe  South  and  Weat  were  now  lock- 
ed up  there  in  gold  and  ailver,  sooner  than  encounter  the 
cost  and  risk  of  transportation,  and  the  clamor  that  would 
be  raised  against  it  in  those  States,  we  should  go  quietly 
to  work,  as  we  are  now  doing,  and  issue  Treasury  notes 
to  answer  in  ita  pUce,  until  the  restoration  of  tradd  to  ita 
accustomed  channels  would  sUow  ita  being  made  available 
by  the  uae  of  bills  of  exchange. 

Treating  the  banks,  then,  aa  they  certainly  are,  institu- 
tions dependent  for  their  being  upon  the  States  alone,  and 
yet  exercising  so  important  an  influence  upon  the  trade 
and  business  of  the  country,  it  becomes  us  next  to  inquire 
what  is  the  best  and  safest  relation  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment can  place  itself  toward  them,  to  avoid,  as  far  aa 
may  be,  a  recurrence  of  the  eviln  under  which  we  now 
labor. 

In  the  first  place,  I  aee  no  prior  necessity,  either  aa  re- 
garda  the  welfare  of  the  Government  of  the  banks,  for  any 
connexion  between  them  whatsoever.  A  sudden  and  vio- 
lent separation,  such  as  is  contemplate<l  by  this  InII,  I  have 
already  aaid  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  impracticable  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  country.  I  believe  the  tran- 
sition (fn>m  th^  state  of  things  which  such  a  <«divorce" 
would  eieata)  «n»uld  be  a  national  bank,  aa  inevitably  •■ 
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from  anarchy  and  confusion  a  people  always  aeek  relief  in 
deepoUsm. 

The  proceaa  of  eepamtion  muat  be  gradual  after  it  ie 
commeneed.  And  iti  commeocemeni  mutt  await  the  en- 
tire recovery  of  trade,  accompanied,  aa  auch  recovery  will 
be,  by  a  aoond  and  healthful  currency  ;  that  is  to  say,  a 
currency,  so  £ar  as  it  is  paper,  convertible  into  specie  at 
will. 

The  Government  may,  I  think,  under  such  ctrcnmatan- 
cea,  and  at  such  time,  confine  its  receipts  to  gold  and  sil- 
ver, and  withhold  its  revenue,  while  resting  between  col- 
lection and  disburtement,  from  all  use,  whether  of  banks 
or  others. 

I  «m  aware  Cuat  atrong  objections  hold  to  keeping  so 
much  money  idle  as  would  remain  permanently  on  band 
under  any  system  that  may  be  adapted.  But  my  decided 
impression  is,  nevertheless,  that  the  patronage  and  politi- 
cal influences  with  which  its  use  by  these  cm^porations 
must  be  attended,  together  with  the  great  incentive  which 
it  offers  to  overtrading,  are  objections  far  stronger.  And 
from  socb  inaction  of  the  public  money  I  should  look  for 
another  great  practical  good.  It  would  invite,  in  the  most 
urgent  manner,  as  a  fixed  policy,  a  scale  of  revenue  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  standard  of  the  moot  economical  ad- 
ministration. 

And  again  :  by  confining  its  receipts  to  gold  and  silver, 
the  collection  of  the  revenue  would  exercise  a  salutary' 
control  over  the  issue  of  the  8tate  banks.  It  would  do  so, 
by  presenting  at  their  doors,  to  the  eitent  of  thst  demand, 
always  an  inexorable  creditor-- a  curb  sadly  wanted  by  the 
banks  in  their  late  career.  The  receipt  by  Government  of 
gold  and  stiver  only,  afler  the  paper  medium  becomes  free- 
ly and  immediately  convertible  into  coin,  presents  nothing 
inconktstent  with  the  position  that  Government  must  deal 
in  the  same  currency  in  which  the  people  deal,  becau/w 
coin  and  paper  immediately  convertible  are  substantially 
the  same. 

But  I  can  see  no  advantage,  and  on  the  conti^ry  a  fruit- 
ful source  of  mischief,  in  making  Government  officers  the 
keepers  of  the  cash.  Place  about  ibem  what  guards  you 
may,  in  the  ahape  of  commissioners,  inspectors,  or  what- 
ever else,  pecnlstion  will  be  endless.  There  is  no  security 
in  it,  and  it  will  involve  heavy  and  unnecessary  expense. 
The  chief  and  over* ruling  objection,  however,  is  the  end- 
less source  of  patronage  to  which  it  would  give  rise.  Make 
the  machinery  aa  simple  as  you  may,  and  open  to  view, 
.wherever  money  is,  temptation  will  creep  in,  and  corrup- 
tion in  every  form  following  at  iu  keels.  But  the  money 
can  1)0  safely  kept,  under  the  most  ample  security,  and  freed 
from  every  oljection  of  patronage  or  political  influence,  by 
a  simple  system  of  special  depositee  in  ibo  Stale  banks,  re- 
maining always  in  specie,  the  separate  property  pf  the 
Government,  and  paid  out  in  kind  upon  drafts  from  the 
Treasury. 

I  have  thus  atated  my  objections  candidly  and  fairly  to  the 
bill.  They  go  more  to  its  peculiar  machinery,  and  to  the 
time  at  which  it  is  brought  forward,  than  to  ita  general 
scope  aA  a  measure  of  Sute  policy  in  the  aobject  which  it 
ia  intended  to  affect.  There  ia  no  sufticiont  reason,  as  I 
have  already  declared,  satisfacto^  to  my  mind  at  least, 
why  it  should  be  passed  now  at  the  close  of  a  short  and 
hurried  session.  And  I  take  leave  of  it,  therefore,  in  the 
confident  hope  that  this  great  anbject  of  the  relationa  be- 
tween bank  and  State  will,  at  a  future  day,  be  preoented 
In  each  form  as  will  unite  those  covnsels  which  are  now 
so  unhappily  divided. 

When  Mr.  Masow  had  eonduded—- 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  of  Virgfaiia,  addiesMd  the  chair  as 
fbllows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  As  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  LBfiAac]  has  declined  fiir  the  present  occupying  the 
flo^Ti  tnd  no  other  gemfaimin  sterna  disposed  to  addms 


the  committee,  I  avail  myself  of  the  oecastoD  toaaksihm 
of  its  attention.  Before  .attempting  to  expres  mj  Tieai^ 
permit  me,  sir,  to  advert  to  an  amendment  which  I  hid 
the  honor,  some  two  weeks  past,  to  lay  upon  (b«  tib^ 
and  which,  with  some  modifications,  it  ii  still  mj  wiiki 
.at  a  proper  time,  to  present. 

[Mr.  RoBKRTsoa  here  requested  that  the  CIsrk  night 
read  a  part  of  hia  proposed  amendment.] 

My  proposition,  sir,  subntautially  is,  that  the  poUk 
treasure  shall  be  placed  as  a  special  deposite  in  th«  M 
banks. 

The  bill  befoie  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  prsaenls  for  oor  eoh 
sideration  twu  questions,  essentisUy  distinct,  which,  bo*> 
ever,  seem  frequently  confounded:  one,  as  totbeoMdin 
in  which  the  public  dues  should  Iw  paid;  the  other  nil 
the  manner  in  which  they  should  be  kef»t.  Tbeoneiii 
question  of  currem-y  :  the  other  of  custody  merelj. 

Agreeing,  sir,  with  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Jaxei  M.  Mi* 
soir,]  that  no  Government  ought  to  exact  from  the  peoyh 
a  currency  which  they  cannot  command  without  s  bMff 
sacrifice,  1  am  prepared  to  go  farther  than  he  is.    After  n 
strongly  protesting  againat  such  a  policy,  he  mait  |i|nl«i 
me  for  aaying  that  in  insisting,  as  he  does  <^  *V^t  f 
the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks,  he  runs  ceunier  to  \k 
own  doctrine.     There  is  but  little  diflereooe  between  hii 
scheme,  indeed,  and  that  of  the  bill  before  ue,  vhieii  hf 
denounces  as  oppressive.     The  only  difference  ii,  thtlhl 
would  permit  the  whole  revenue  to  he  paidioaoicitf 
specie  paying  banks,  whereas  this  bill  permits thise-fiDiulhl 
only  for  the  ensuing  year,  gradually  diminishiaf  thefie* 
portion,  until,  at  the  end  of  foiir  years,  specie  only  ilMfi 
be  received.     But  at  this  time,  and  until  thehsnkedtal 
open  their  vaults,  both  propositions  are  equally  oppraavtf 
for  until  that  shall  happen,  and  no  man  can  foretell  ikl? 
day,  there  can  be  no  notes  of  specie  paying  banks,  vk 
gold,  and  silver  therefore  is  exacted  by  both.    Toifful 
any  effectual  relief,  we  must  receive  such  currencTMl^ 
people  can  procure;  we  should  take  from  then uBtil ill 
resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  rach  Mt^ 
as  they  take  from  each  other;  such  as  the  Stale  goHir 
meiits  receive  in  payment  of  public  dues— piovided  th^ 
be  not  too  greatly  depreciated.     If  gentieoien  cenioiW 
a  speedy  resumption,  it  may  be  weJl  to  insist  on  goUtw 
silver,  or  the  notes  of  banka  which  pay  it  out;  huttoM* 
act  either  at  this  time,  is  to  bo  guilty  of  the  veiy  oppi» 
sion  my  colleague  so  justly  denounces.    The  only  nom^ 
for  the  evil  which  those  who  have  the  power  pispow  ti 
apply,  is  to  lie  found  in  the  plan  they  have  adoplol  of  ii* 
suing  Treaaury  notes.     The  manufactory  of  psper  DOMf 
just  established  in  Washington,  is  to  afford  usscuneo^ 
adequate  to  all  our  wants.     My  colleague,  who  eypportci 
the  measure,  disavows  any  design  of  crestinf  this  ceiKi* 
cy  with  a  view  to  ciroolation.     I  am  glad  that  be  do» 
But  the  object  has  been  explicitly  avowed  by  manyef  iv 
friends  on  this  floor.     We  have  been  u>ld  by  fbe  ricii^ 
that  eight  or  ten  miltiona  will  suffice  for  public  ptyocoHi 
and,  with  the  view  of  meeting  those  psyroente,  we  luihil^ 
ize  the  issue  of  ten  millions  in  Treasury  notee.    It  ^ 
requires  authority  to  continue  them  in  circulation,  bj'!^ 
issue,  to  supply  the  whole  annual  revenue.    ^^"'^ 
system  become  establUhed,  all  the  channels  thatleidv 
the  Treasury  will  be  supplied  witli  our  new  paper  uoo^' 
and  not  a  dollar  of  specie,  in  all  probability,  fii^.''f  "^ 
to  it,  except  what  may  flow  from  the  miut.    Tbii  '^^ 
plan  of  our  hard-money  Government;  and,  toreconriltf* 
to  it,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.McKiai])?* 
strong  figure  of  speech,  caili  this  paper  gold  and  ^"^'^ 

I  do  not  profess  to  measure  the  conseqoeiicee  w  tv 
new  issue  of  paper  money.  I  believe  it  to  be^  oilcDleM 
if  not  intended,  to  throw  discredit  upon  the  State  bioM 
and  am  unwilling  myself  to  engage  in  a  war  upon  the** 
All  the  Slatea  have  adopted  the  policy  of  btnki4g*   ^^ 
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|kt  to  do  tlHf  Qona  will  ^oeatioa :  Uiey  have  a  deep  in- 
M  ifi  tbar  reppectiie  banking  inslitutioiis.     The  State 
pnMfitod  by  myself  and  colleagoes  baa  Inveated  in  them 
ir  fundi  for  edocatkm  and  internal  improvement.     Ihi- 
r  tbMB  cireaiMtanceB,  it  ia  not  in  oiir  place  to  read 
■ilia  to  tbe  State  governmenta  on  the  impultey   of 
bb,  Bor  to  do  any  thing  here  in  oar  repreientative  charac- 
1^  with  tbe  view  of  crippling  or  deatroying  them.     On 
|»  eatraiy,  within  our  eonttitotional  power,  we  ahoold 
iveadovor  to  reatore  their  credit  and  itahility. 
Ai  for  that  part  of  the  bill  which  directa  in  what  cur* 
the  pnbUc  duea  ahall  bo  paid  in  all  time  to  come,  it 
(0  me  uoneeeaaary  and  preroatnro.     We  need  not 
ia  this  matter  for  poaterity ;  nor  even  for  the  next 
Of  fear  yean.     The  preiient  elate  of  the  currency  ia 
tbtt  we  should  act  more  wiiely  to  leave  tbia  quea- 
to  tkoM  who  will  come  after  ua,  and  content  our- 
viih  providing  for  the  preeent  emergency.     But, 
I  aiive  tbe  eubjoct  of  currency,  aa  one  in  regard  to 
'  Ibi -Government  haa  already  settled  Ha  policy,  and 
a  to  the  other  very  interesting  queation  preaented  by 
Ul— that  relating  to  the  custody  of  the  public  money, 
ptan  which  I  have  had  the  honor  Df  suggesting— =• 
oxaos^  however,  of  originating^-that  of  specialty 
lOg  the  public  funds  in  tbe  local  banks,  is  essential- 
dUlnent,  not  only  from  the  bill,  bat  ako  from  the 
'meat  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  GAaLAim.]     It  main- 
tbe  principle  of  separating  thu  Government,  both  in 
oiary  md  poliiicar  concerns,  from  banking  corpora- 
abich  my  colleague's  amendment,  providing  for  a 
'  depoeite,  doea  not,  and  at  tbe  same  time  secures 
ibBc  tieasore  from  the  risk  to  which  tbe  bill  subjects 
iei^ng  it  in  tbe  custody  of  Individuals.     We  have 
experienced  the  ruinous  consequences  of  leaving 
lereauee  of  the  Government  in  the  banks  as  a 
fcr  banking  eperationa.     I'ha  plan  of  special  depoe- 
>f  adopted,  will  prevent  their  recurrence  for  the  future; 
(nveai,  too,  tbe  no  less  serious  evils  which  may  be 
from  auffcriog  these  immense  treaeurea  to  re- 
ft tbe  handa  of  our  revenue  officera.     There  1*  every 
to  fear  that  those  officere  will  themselves  use  the 
ts  the  depoeite  banks  have  done,  by  way  of  loan 
t,  or  be  tempted  to  employ  it  in  private  specu- 
Tbe  inalancea  of  anch  abuses  are,  unfortunately, 
frequent.     I  muat'say,  however,  that  those  alluded 
fl^coHeafue^  [Mr.   Gabiahd,]  as  having  occurred 
'Etoit,  do  not  justify  the  use  he  haa  made  uf  them  to 
^  his  plan  of  general  depoeite  in  bank  is  exempt 
^^oger;  for  they  occurred  under  that  vary  system, 
M,  u  he  seema  to  have  supposed,  under  a  system  re* 
t  what  is  called  the  sub-Treasury.      The  same 
tw  said  ef  the  almost  innumerable  defaults  in  tbe 
Office.    Btill,   they  prove  the  difficulty  of  resisting 
■tion,  and  tbe  danger  to  which  the  public  treasure 
t*  always  exposed  under  the  most  guarded  rcgula* 
^t  it  must  be  acknowledged,  apply  with  increased 
to  the  scheme  contained  in  tbe  bill. 

are  hut  three  modes  suggested  of  providing  for 
*^Mj  of  the  public  money ;  by  placing  it  in  bank  as 
depoeite,  or  as  a  special  dcposite ;  or  leaving  it 
bands  of  individuals.  I  prefer  the  plan  of  special 
;  bat  if  compelled  to  select  between  the  bill  upon 
teUe,  and  the  amendment,  imperfect  and  exception- 
^  it  is,  I  must  say,  unequivocally,  I  will  take  that 
inaares  a  separation  rather  than  that  which  {lerpet- 
the  onion  between  the  Government  and  the  banks — 
Ml  political  power  and  moneyed  capital.  I  hope,  sir, 
^'^re  in  iu  present  shape  will  not  be  forced  upon 
h  is  because  I  wish  the  principle  to' bo  successfully 
"^  uito  practice,  that  lobject  to  a  plan  almost  certain, 
fiulore,  to  give  a  triumph  to  its  enemies,  and  pave 
*«y  for  a  national  bank. 


All  agree,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  a  national  bank,  at  thta 
time,  is  inexpedient  and  unattainable.  Yet  no  one  can  be 
so  blind  as  not  to  see.  that  the  frienda  of  such  an  institution 
have  it  in  full  proepect.  The  whole  course  of  the  debate 
during  the  present  session,  proves  that  they  by  no  meana 
despair  ef  its  ulti mate  eatablish ment.  E laborate  argumenta 
have  been  urged  with  a  view  to  foreatal  public  opinion.  I 
muat,  therefore,  sir,  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  committee, 
not  to  enter  at  length  into  tbe  examination  of  a  aubject  so 
thoroughly  investigated  by  tbe  ablest  statesmen,  that  an 
idea  can  scarcely  bo  presented  that  has  not  been  repeatedly 
presented  before  ;  but  to  glance  at  the  grounda  upon  which 
ft  is  urged,  and  the  reasons  which  render  it  the  object  with 
me  of  apprehension  and  averaion. 

The  power  te  establish  a  national  bank  is  deduced  from 
various  clauses  in  the  constitution.  No  one  pretends  thai 
it  is  granted  in  express  terms;  and  the  variety  of  aoureea 
from  whence  it  is  inferred,  is  a  strong  argument  agalnat  the 
pretension.  We  are  referred  to  tbe  clause  which  autho' 
fixes  Gongre«»  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nationa 
and  among  tbe  several  States.  The  term  rtguhte,  ia  ex. 
pounded  as  synonymous  y/'uh  faeHiiaie,  and  then  tbe  grant 
of  power  is  made  out  without  difficulty ;  for  banks,  none 
will  deny,  facilitate  commeroe ;  and  so,  it  may  be  asserted 
with  equal  truth,  do  ships,  and  canals,  and  roads ;  and  tbe 
conclusion  to  which  we  arrive  that  Congress  may  incor- 
porate a  bank,  is  equally  strong  in  favor  of  the  right  to 
build  ships  or  incorporate  companies  for  constructing  roada 
and  canals ;  and  this  conclusion,  accordingly,  Mr.  Hamilton 
and  the  federalista  have  always  adopted.  It  leads  us  stHI 
farther :  for  it  would  jtistify,  as  indeed  Mr.  Hamilton  as- 
serta,  tbe  power  to  incorporate  comjmnies  to  carry  on  a 
foreign  trade,  and,  aa  may  upon  the  same  principlea  be 
maintained,  to  incjrporate  companiea  to  carry  on  agricul- 
tural pursutta— for  commerce  is  eaaentlally  dependent  upon 
agricuftore,  and,  indeed,  cannot  exist  without  it.  Tbe  ar- 
gument that  proves  all  this,  proves  too  much ;  and,  prov- 
ing  too  much,  provea  nothing. 

But  Congress  may  coin  money  and  regulate  its  value, 
and,  therefore,  may  eatablish  a  bank.  Making  bank  notea 
is  not,  in  the  sense  of  the  -constitution,  or  in  any  sense, 
«  coining  money."  It  would  be  a  reflection  upon  the  un- 
derstanding of  those  who  framed  the  constitution,  to  sup* 
pose  they  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  the  terms  they  usei. 
If  to  issue  paper  be  to  coin  money,  then  every  State  bank 
has  exercised  this  high  fyrerugative  of  sovereignty,  and 
usurped  the  power  exclusively  conferred  upon  Congress. 
Printing  or  i«tamping  pnper  is  not  coining,  more  than  a  bit 
of  worthless  paper  so  printed  or  stamped,  is  really  what  the 
gentleman  from  Mary  hind  terms  it,  gold  and  silver.  I  will 
not  admit,  sir,  that  bank  paper  or  Treasury  paper  is  a 
coinage ;  but  I  fear  that  in  eatabliabing  this  manufactory^  of 
pa{)er  money  the  friends  of  State  rights  have  done  the  very 
act  which  they  denounce.  They  have  established  a  bank*- 
the  worst  of  all  banks — a  Government  bank. .  Let  gentle- 
men turn  to  the  able  argument  uf  Mr.  Hamilton — for  able 
it  unquestionably  ia — and  they  will  find  that  one  of  his 
strongest  reafons  in  favor  of  the  right  to  incorpornte  a  na- 
tional bank  is  deduced  from  the  power,  which  he  eontenda 
tbey  possess,  to  establish  just  such  a  mnnufactory  of  Treas- 
ury notes  as  that  which  we  have  recently  created.  'As- 
suming that  power,  which  he  considers  in  essence  the 
power  to  engage  in  banking  operations,  he  readily  and 
plausibly  at  least  contends,  that  if  to  create^  a  bank  be  law- 
ful, it  cannot  be  unlawful  to  incorporate  it.  Sir,  I  will 
not  say  that ;  but  I  will  say,  if  it  be  lawful  to  create  a  bank, 
it  is  wholly  immaterial  whether  the  power  to  incorporate  it 
exUt  or  not.  It  is  the  banking  principle  to  which  I  am 
opposed,  not  the  mnde  in  which  it  shdll  be  carried  into 
practice ;  or  rather,  I  would  say,  this  power  to  engage  in 
banking  operations,  ia  more  odious  when  exercised  directly 
by  tbe  Government,  than  when  exercised  through  the  ia- 
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itTDmentality  of  a  corporate  body.  One  man  may  be  a 
banker,  as  well  as  a  corporate  body  ;  a  Govemnient  as  well 
as  an  individual.  Gentlemen  war  against  the  power  of  in> 
eorporation ;  but  the  real  danger  Is  in  the  power  of  banking ; 
aud  of  all  the  modes  of  which  that  power  can  be  exercised, 
the  most  odious,  I  repeat,  and  the  moat  dangerous,  is  that 
by  its  own  direct  agency ;  in  other  words,  a (jovemment or 
Treasury  bank,  such  as  we  have  just  created. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  again,  that  all  duties  must  be  uniform, 
and  that  this  provision  presupposes  the  right  to  establish  a 
national  bank.  No,  sir,  it  requires  nothing  more  than  to 
exert  the  power  vested  in  Congress  to  coin  money  and  re- 
gulate its  value.  When  this  is  done,  all  duties  are  easily 
made  uniform  by  requiring  them  to  be  paid  in  the  same 
eurrency,  or  in  other  equivalents.  It  requires  no  bank  to 
do  that. 

There  is  yel  another  ground :  the  plea  which  justifies 
every  usurpation — the  plea  of  necessity.  Congress  may 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  its 
granted  powers ;  and  we  are  told  that  a  bank  is  necessary  to 
enable  the  Government  to  collect  and  disburse  its  revenue. 
I  deny  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  such  an  institution  for 
such  a  purpose.  That  institution  cannot  be  regarded  as 
necessary  or  proper,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  constitution, 
which  did  not  exist  for  years  after  it  was  adopted ;  without 
which  we  conducted  our  fiscal  operations  from  1811  to 
1816,  and  from  1833  to  the  present  moment.  We  have 
the  authori^,  too,  •of  Mr.  Madison,  recently  ailer  its 
adoption,  uncontradicted,  that  the  power  to  grant  corpoi^- 
tions  was  a[tplied  for,  and  refused.  It  would  be  a  reflection 
upon  the  understanding  of  the  sages  who  framed  that  in- 
strument, to  hold  that  the  incorporation  of  absnk  was  ne- 
cessary und  proper,  and  yet  that  all  power  of  incorporating 
such  an  instiiulion  was  denied. 

Sir,  to  assert  the  necessity  of  such  an  institution  is  to 
fly  in  the  face  of  fscts,  and  to  endow  Congress  with  a  dis- 
cretionary power  to  do  whatever  they  may  choose  to  de- 
clare necessary.  It  is  to  assume  absolute  and  unlimited 
power.  r 

If  the  constitutional  right  of  Congress,,  however,  sir, 
were  undisputed,  I  should  still  oppose  a  national  bank  as 
inexpedient.  I  concur,  sir,  most  fully,  with  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Hunter,]  that  the  credit aystem  needs  no  artificial 
stimulus ;  or,  ijf  it  does,  that  it  h^s  no  claim  to  derive  its 
aliment  from  the  public  treasure.  I  am  no  enemy  to  the 
credit  system  within  its  legitimate  bounds :  that  credit  which 
rests  upon  anticipated  returns  of  capital  or  labor  will  de- 
serve aid  and  encouragement ;  but  a  credit  having  no  such 
solid  foundations  leads  to  far  difleront  results.  The  fieu^ili- 
tics  afforded  by  an  un'lue  increase  of  banking  capital,  often 
tempt  those  who  rest  solely  on  borrowed-  means  to  engage 
in  wild  and  reckless  adventures;  speculations  in  fancy 
stocks,  in  lands  yielding  no  produce,  in  cities  without  a 
house,  harbors  without  a  ship.  If  (be  gambler  in  these 
lotteries  should  fail,  the  loss  falls  on  the  laborer  or  the 
capitalist.  If  he  succeed,  it  is  often  at  their  expense.  His 
palaces  rise  like  exhalations,  and  he  lolls  in  his  magnificent 
coach,  while-  the  farmer  or  the  mechanic,  often  with  ten 
times  his  substantial  capital,  can  scarcely  sfford  an  humble 
dwelling  or  a  one-horse  chaise. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Hoffman] 
informs  us  that  the  credit  system  works  well ;  not,  I  believe, 
sir,  just  at  present  Doubtless  it  has  worked  well,  through 
the  aid  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  at  least  in  the 
I^orth,  and  so  it  may  again.  But  what  has  been  its 
effects  at  the  South  1  Upon  this  subject,  my  friend  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  PicasNs]  has  given  us  some  inter- 
esting details.  Look  back,  sir,  to  the  condition  of  the 
South  before  and  since  the  establishment  of  the  first  national ' 
bank,  and  you  will  not  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  rapid  ad- 
vance of  lh.e  Northern  States  compared  with  the  Southern. 
It  may  be  that  other  causes  have  conspired  to  incicase  the 


relative  prosperity  of  the  North,  and  depreai  the  Sootk 
But  the  result  is  most  striking.  Virginia,  with  om  of  the 
finest  harbors  in^the  Union— with  three  large  iivenkidiii| 
to  the  interior ;  rich  as  she  is  in  Tegetable  and  miiwal 
weslth — ^is  tributary  to  the  North  for  moat  of  the  foreigi 
goods  she  consumes.  And  ia  it  not  reasonable  to  tiiiipw 
that  much  of  this  may  be  attributabla  to  the  cauis  I  ban 
mentioned  1  Would  not  the  necessary  effect  of  roeh  « 
institution  be  to  afford  superior  facilities  to  tboas  anoag 
whom  its  capital  was  principally  divided,  and  render  it  in- 
poesible  that  the  Southern  merchant  could  come  in  eomp^ 
tition  with  the  Northern  1 

There  is  another  and  obvious  injury  which  a  satioiul 
bank  may  inflict  upon  the  South.  The  tbie  man  whopn- 
sided.over  the  lai^  has  boasted,  it  is  said,  of  hiapowi^ 
whenever  he  pleased,  to  crush  tiie  banking  institoioiis  of 
the  States.  This  power— the  power  materially  to  ifkl 
our  prosperity,  by  sudden  expansions  or  oontradioDtofiM 
loans— may  never  be  exerted.  But  it  is  one  too  dangenai 
to  be  entmsted  with  thoee  whose  interests  are  not  iodcoli- 
fied  with  our  own.  Money,  sir,  K  has  been  ofteo  and  »il 
said,  is  power.  We  should  not  be  sstiafied  to  look  itthi 
mere  expediency  of  the  moment !  We  should  look  to  tki 
future,  as  well  as  to  the  past  In  all  free  Statea,  aAUm 
may  be  expteied  to  arise.  An  oppressive  tariff  buooM^ 
already,  nearly  shaken  our  confederacy  to  its  onln^  airf 
brought  us  to  the  very  verge  of  civil  war.  A  rsillcaibaBl 
at  the  North  are  even  now  plotting  the  destructioii  of  otf 
domestic  institutions.  We  have  heard  of  a  Pennaylnril 
legion  of  ten  thousand  r^y  to  draw  the  sword  at  tkeoo» 
mand  of  the  Executive.  Such  threats  should  not  diittfk 
us ;  but  for  one,  sir,  I  frankly  declare  that  I  ahodd  be  » 
willing  the  South  should  contribute  the  mean*  which  mf 
be  employed  for  her  own  destruction.  A  nattooalbw 
was  never  a  favorite  measure  in  Vir^^ia.  Bveo  io  IBIH 
though  many  yielded  tp  the  pressure  of  the  timea^an^ 
jority  of  her  delegaution  voted  against  it,  and  in  171^ 
when  the  original  sin  was  committed,  it  roeeived  the  n^ 
port  ot  but  three  members  of  the  entire  repieeentaiiM: 
from  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac.  I  trust  the  attnfC 
will  never  again  sucoe^ 

I  say  not  this,  sir,  in  an  invidious  spirit,  or  with  aif 
unkind  feeling  to  the  North.  But  the  common  tiia» 
ure^the  credit  of  the  Government— should  not  be  niii 
the  means  of  aggrandizing  one  section  of  the  Union  exdi- 
sivdy,  still  less  made  Uie  instrument  of  oppreoaion  H 
another.  It  is  for  those  reasons,  Mr.  Ghairnian,  I  h«* 
no  desire  to  see  a  national  bank  ever  re-establisbed.  Sii- 
cerely  approving  the  principle  which  the  bill  vpon  .ffltf 
table  proposes  to  carry  into  practice,  I  would  btve  ti  V 
free  as  possible  from  all  serious  objection;  that  ihiaGav* 
ernment  may  be  once  again,  and  forever,  separated  fromaf 
direct  interest  in  the  business  of  banking  corporatioiUi » 
they  cease  to  have  any  influence  over  the  political  nw* 
meats  of  the  Government  That  principle,  aaaailed  ■•I 
has  been  by  argument  and  ridicule,  every  friend  ofo* 
free  institutidns  should  wish  to  see  succMsfullj  adopMi 
It  is  not,  as  my  colleague  [Mr.  Wisk]  supposea,  a  noj 
one,  originating  in  an  agrarian  spirit  It  claioiaaiDw: 
loftier  origin.  It  received  the  sanction,  roahyy««n^* 
of  Mr.  Jefferson.  Sir,  it  is  my  habit  to  lean  upon  ibeii^ 
thority  of  great  names;  but  it  may  be  regarded  •••""JJ' 
the  evil  auguries  of  the  times,  that  the  opiniona  of » 
Jcfierson  are  made  the  theme  of  ridicule,  while  theuM 
federal  doctrines  of  Mr.  Hamilton  are  quoted  with  appi^i 
bation  in-  this  hall.  No  man  was  ever  more  ardentl;  ^\ 
voted  to  the  cause  of  liberty  than  Mr.  Jefferson;  few  <^ 
possessed  a  more  vigorous  or  originsl  mind,  or  mow  iwfr 
pcndently  expressed  the  opinions  be  entertained,  h** 
him,  as  much  at  least  as  to  any  of  the  great  eUieania « 
his  day,  that  we  are  indebted  for  what  is  mMttalatM^" 
the  free  institutions  under  which  we  live. 
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Ball  rir,  W0  need  not  the  aid  of  hie  nmine  to  vindiotto 
bi  principle  we  maiiiteui.  Oar  own  hietoiy  givee  ue 
moh  that  it  b  neither  a  new  idea,  nor  had  ila  birth  in  a 
MhMHtpirit.  We  need  only  go  back  to  the  aeeeion  of 
iS4  to  find  It  aupported  bj  men  whoee  patriotimi  and 
lad  lepobtican  priociplee  will  not  be  qoeetioned.  Early 
}  Ifut  atmon,  Mr.  Gamble,  of  Georgia,  moTed  an  inqut* 

E'  to  the  pnctioabtlity  of  dispensing  with  banks  in  our 
opera^otti.    SofaMqueDtly,  when  the  depoetto  bill 
nfivt  the  HoMe,  General  Goidon,  then  my  colleague, 
Sed  hii  plan  for  what  is  now  caHed  the  sub-Treasury, 
nag  the  principle,  but  beUoTing  it  imperfect  in  d»* 
1  hid  the  honor  of  eubmitling  a  motion  to  noommtl 
Ul,  witii  Instmetioos  to  amond  it  so  as  to  dispense 
biak  ifoncy.     On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nay* 
oUed :  ninety-one  members,  ioeMing  General  Gor- 
hbKl(  nd  the  opposition  party  almost  to  a  man, 
'iibfor  of  the  motion ;  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  al- 
flidaiively  the  friends  ci  the  administration,  TOted 
t  it    Weie  thoee  who  sustained  it  agrarians,  or  ae- 
by  a  spirit  of  feotioas  opposition  1   None  will  assert 
For  ajiall^  I  can  truly  say  the  motion  was  made  in 
hith.    It  was  placed  open  the  ground  of  the  insecu- 
nd  daager,  both  in  a  pecuniary  and  politica]  view,  of 
between  thn  Government  and  banking  corpo- 
On  the  contrary,  the  administmtion  party  derided 
itioD ;  those  parliculariy  who  have  since  occu- 
ODtpieooas  'stations  in  the  Houee.      The  present 
,  then  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
wumly  commended  the  8tato  banks  as  every  way 
and  worthy  of  all  confidence.     The  present 
ef  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  C  av- 
o]  also  opposed  it     He  has  reminded  ue  of  hie 
in  which  ha  eaid  be  concurred  with  me  in  the  prin- 
bst  did  not  tUnk  that  the  proper  time  to  assert  it 
w,  I  remember  it  well.     He  approved  the  principle, 
*f«od  to  cany  it  into  practice.     He  epoke  in  favor  of 
I,  and  voted  against  it.     The  bill  providing 
PMral  deposito  of  publit  money  in  the  State  banks 
l*Md.    It  was  the  favorite  measure  of  the  par^  in 
Bat,  air,  strange  to  say,  thoee  who^  eeemingly  at 
hvorod  the  principle  of  eeparation,  now  denounoe  it 
and  chimerical ;  and  ito  opponenis  have  become 
advocates.     It  is  not  for  me  to  question  the 
of  either  party.    That  is  between  them  and  their 
We  have  to  do  here  with  measures,  not  mo- 
1  ihiok  now,  as  I  thought  then ;  and  will  not  change 
becaoae  the  administraticm  party,  or  the  oppo- 
pvty,  may  think  fit  to  chenge  thein.     I  have  never 
^idiiled  under  tbe  banners  of  either,  as  to  give  up 
^^i*Kiio  of  my  own  judgment,  nor  consented  to  sub- 
^  Ihe  dictation  of  any  party,  or  of  any  man  in,  this 
^  or  in  the  other  House,  or  in  the  White  Houee. 
^  will  I  yield  up  the  convictions  of  my  own  mind, 
~    Okj  political  adversaries  have  acknowledged  their 
The  eiperience  of  the  last  two  years  has  been 
to  open  their  eyce ;  and  I  will  hope,  sir,  they  have 
te  error.    To  adhm  to  an  opinion,  when  reaeon 
^Qpeiienoe  show  it  to  be  erroneous,  is  to  be  a  bigot  or 
^  It  is  equally  true  that  those  who  desert  their 

P"Mip|flB,  and  act  in  oppoeition  to'their  own  Judg- 
vt  ilaveo,  mere  poppets,  moved  by  the  will  of  an- 
Maebel  could  construct  a  House  of  Repr^ntatives 
toexoiciae  the  fanctions  of  legislatof*— yes,  sir,  speak- 
Lf?*^  umI  alU  down  to  the  previous  question. 

^  '^  lAed,  why  legislate  upon  the  sohjeet  now  ? 

"P^iJBtion  has  token  place,  and  the  sub-Treasury 

Nh in  (all  operation.    True,  sir,  but  how  has  thia 

*iHc(«d1    By  the  simple  mandate  of  the  Ezeeuttve. 

yobrioni^  too,  that  this  plan  itself,  as  now  practised, 

iNmi^  and  stands  in  need  of  legislative  provisions  1 

**  the  da^  of  Congresa  to  provide  for  the  eafoly  of  the 
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public  treasure.  We  cannot  justify  ourselves  If  we  aban- 
don it  to  the  control  of  the  Executive.  It  is  a  power  nevdr 
safely  entruste4  to  any  but  the  immediate  representetives 
of  the  people.  Yet  our  legislation  is  almost  wholly  shaped, 
so  far  as  concerns  tbe  revenue,  by  the  other  Houae,  or  by 
the  Executive.  We  have  even  received  bills  for  raising 
supplies  from  the  Senate  almost  without  a  murmur.  The 
bill  for  depositing  the  surplus  with  the  States,  it  has  been 
said,  was  amended  at  the  White  Houae,  eo  as  to  meet  the 
views  of  the  President  Look,  sir,  to  the  history  of  the 
Treasury  circular— a  measure  adopted  in  known  oppoeition 
to  the  will  of  Congrees,  and  the  act  repealing  it  pocketed 
by  the  President,  and,  for  aught  we  know,  now  at  the  Her- 
mitage. Look  to  the  course  pursued  for  years  past,  in  re- 
gard to  the  enstody  of  the  public  money— removed  from 
the  ii^aoe  where  you  had  appointed  it  to  be  kept,  to  places 
you  had  never  authorised  to  receive  it  Yes,  sir,  you  had 
ordained  a  union  between  the  Government  and  the  na- 
tional bank ;  not,  perhaps,  strictly  in  the  bonds  of  lawiVil 
matrimony.  This  union  lasted  for  years ;  It  was  severed 
liy  the  Executive  ylof  /  our  Chief  Magistrate  cut  the  knot 
with  as  little  ceremony  as  Henry  VIII,  and  then  took  up 
with  almost  as  many  wives  as  surrounded  King  Solomon — 
forty  or  more— eighty,  sir,  it  is  said  around  me.  The  State 
banks  came  into  favor.  It  was  an  illicit  connexion ;  the 
banns  had  never  been  celebrated.  We  were  called  upon 
to  sanction  both  acts— the  divorce,  and  the  new  union,  and 
we  complied  most  obediently.  The  Stete  banks,  in  torn, 
have  given  offonce,  by  too  foithfully  obeying  the  orders  of 
their  lord  and  master;  and  now  the  royal  edict  has  gene 
forth,  and  the  cry  is  «<  off  with  their  heads."  The  cham- 
ber of  Blue  Beard  never  exhibited  a  more  bloody  spectecle. 
Yea^  sir,  in  little  more  than  two  years,  these  new  favorites 
are  diecarded ;  and,  after  the  flattering  picture  drawn  of  the 
entire  security  of  the  State  banks,  we  now  behold  upon 
our  teble  a  bill  to  eettle  up  our  aoconnte  with  the  late  de- 
positories of  the  public  money.  Tbe  Executive  has  again 
taken  the  public  treasure  into  ito  keeping,  or,  rather,  has 
scattered  it  throughout  the  lond,  withoot  the  authority  of 
law,  in  the  hands  of  thousands  of  individuals.  I  repeat, 
sir,  it  does  not  become  us  to  leave  it  in  that  condition. 
We  may  avoid  the  danger  to  which  it  is  expoeed.  In  my 
humMe  judgment,  by  placing  it  as  a  special  deposito  in  the 
local  banks,  and,  in  making  that  deposite  preserve,  sub- ' 
stantially,  the  principle  which  tbe  sub-Treasury  Icheme  is 
designed  to  assert  Bpecial  depoeites  no  more  imply  any 
pecuniary  or  political  union  between  the  Government  and 
tbe  banks,  than  such  a  union  would  spring  from  employing 
a  railroad  or  steamboat  company  to  transport  the  mail  or 
munitions  of  war.  I  trust,  therefore,  sir,  we  shall  have 
the  aid  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  way  T*bave  had  the  honor 
to  suggest.  It  would  be  the  most  eflectual  means  of  ren- 
dering the  measure  successful,  and  putting  an  end  to  the 
hopes  of  those  who  look  to  ite  failure  as  resulting  in  the 
establishment  of  a  national  bank. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  thought  it  hts  duty  to  make 
some  remarke  on  the  amendment  he  bad  proposed.  After 
replying  to  some  argumento  of  hiscolleague  in  relation  to 
the  Virginia  banks,  he  adverted  to  the  present  bill.  He  was 
sure  the  Government  would  never  prosper  when  divorced 
from  the  bankp^  between  whom  and  Uie  people  there  still  ex- 
isted a  matrimonial  connexion.  It  was  his  opinion  that,  in 
less  than  eighteen  months  aiier  tHe  passage  of  this  measure, 
the  Government  would  seek  to  reunite  itself  with  the  banks. 
The  relief  now  proposed  to  the  people  in  lieu  of  the  State 
banks,  reminded  him  of  a  certain  criminal,  who,  when  on 
his  way  to  the  gallows,  was  offered  a  reprieve  on  condition 
of  bis  marrying  an  ugly,  wrinkled  old  woman.  The  man, 
after  a  moment's  reflection,  exclaimed, 

'*  A  aentence  hard  you  do  imparl ; 

The  womsa^a  wwse— drive  on  the  cart.** 
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And  thus  preferred  hanging  to  a  wedding  on  such  terms. 
So  the  sentence  was  more  preferable  to  the  people  than  the 
system  now  proposed.     The  object  of  the  divorce  bill  was 
to  take  the  money  from  banks  and  to  depoaite  it  with  sub- 
agents.     Bat,  in  his  opinion,  taking  into  consideration  the 
frailties  of  human  nature,  it  would  be  a  dangerous  scheme. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  officers  of  Government 
had  less  integrity  than  other  men ;  but  when  the  lamenta- 
ble instances  were  called  to  mind  where  individuals  of  high 
standing  had  sacrificed  an  unblemished  character  for  a  mere 
paltry  amount,  it  ought  to  teach  a  lesson  to  guide  them  in 
the  present  instance.     He  would  repeat  the  words  of  his 
colleague  this  morning,  who  hsd  said  even  the  words  of 
our  Saviour  were,    "lead  us  not  into  temptation."    He 
advocated  the  plan  of  keeping  the  money  in  the  vaults  of 
the  banks,  as  more  secure,  and  particularly  if  the  amend- 
ment last  offered  were  adopted,  which  provides  that  the 
banks  shall  receive  the  money  as  a  special  deposite,  and 
without  using  it  in  any  way  whatever.     He  denied  that 
the  banks  were  insolvent,  as  had  been  stated.     He  had 
been  informed  on  unquestionable  authority,  that  they  were 
as  sound  now  as  before  they  suspended  specie  payment 
As  regarded  the  proposed  separation,  he  had  alwajs  under- 
stood that  our  system  of  Government,  although  necessarily 
divided  into  many  branches,  was  all  one.     But  now  they 
talked  of  a  separation  from  thoee  institutions  of  which  the 
States  had  laid  the  foundation,  and  which  they  had  cher- 
.  ished  to  this  time.  How  fearful  would  be  that  time,  should 
it  ever  occur,  when  this  Government  should  consider  it  as 
its  duty  to  make  its  action  independent  of  the  States !  He 
did  not  say  that  gentlemen,  designed  this,  but  he  would  en- 
treat them  to  reflect  whether  the  present  measure  would 
not  pave  the  way  for  such  a  state  of  things.     The  true 
policy  of  Government  was  to  cement  itself  more,  closely 
with  the  States,  a.nd  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  would  speedily  aflbrd  relief  and  enable  the 
banks  to  resume  specie  payments.     It  had  been  said  that 
these  notes  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Treasury  bank, 
but  he  had  no  apprehension  of  that  kind,  for  the  restric- 
tions to  that  bill  would  render  such  a  result  impossible. 
He  contended  that  the  bank  note  system  had  not  had  a  fair 
trial,  and  referred  to  the  Bank  of  France,  and  other  insti- 
tutions, in  support  of  his  position.     At  the  conclusion  of 
his  remarks^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNES,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  without  coming  to  any 
olution  thereon ;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BJIIGGS,  the  House  adjourned. 


Trursbat,  Octobvr  12. 
TLORIDA  WAR. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday morning,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKat  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wisx 
for  a  committee  of  inquiry  on  the  Florida  war  till  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  McKAY  made  a  brief  explanation,  stating,  in  sub- 
stance, that  he  had  moved  the  postponement  because  all 
the  important  points  in  the  resolution  were  already  within 
the  province  of  different  standing  committees,  or  had  been 
investigated  before  courts  martial  or  of  inquiry.  A*s  to 
the  expenses  of  the  war,  he  had  no  objection  to  a  strict  in- 
vestigation of  them ;  but  this  could  be  prosecuted  through 
the  standing  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  'War,  whose  duty  it  was  to  report  on  that  subject 
at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  was  happy  to  hear  the  explana- 
tion, and  to  learn  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(to  whose  vigilance  he  paid  a  compliment)  was  not,  as  Mr. 
A.  had  before  understood  him,  of  opinion  that  no  investi- 
gation was  necessary.     Mr.  A.  made  some  remarks  going 


to  show  that  the  committees  to  which  the  sevenl  sqI^kIi 
of  investigation  had  been  formerly  referred,  were  not  likalj 
to  prosecute  the  inquiry  with  any  practical  efBdeocy.  lo* 
deed,  he  was  of  opinion  that  no  standing  committee  of  thi 
House  ever  would  conduct  a  scrutiny  of  this  natme  with 
effect,  and  insisted  that  none  but  a  select  committee,  ind 
that  appointed  by  ballot,  would  be  likely  to  do  any  thisf 
to  the  purpose  in  the  matter. 

In  reply  to  remarks  of  Mr.  McKat,  on  the  compoiitiflii 
of  committeea,  and  especially  of  the  Committee  on  Mum- 
facUirea,  Mr.  A.  went  into  a  history  of  that  committN^ 
from  the  time  when  he  had  entered  Congress,  and  had, 
contrary  to  his  own  earnest  remonstrance,  been  pieced  it 
its  head.  He  gave  an  account  of  the  circumstaneeewhidi 
had  attended  the  report  by  that  committee  of  the  tariff 
bill  of  183S;  went  into  a  history  of  the  manner  in  whidi 
the  celebrated  compromise  bill  had  been  introduced  iote 
the  House,  and  passed  without  debate  by  fores  of  the  pn> 
vious  question.  He  made  some  general  observttiont  a 
the  practice  of  appointing,  on  all  the  important  cooimilteei 
of  the  House,  a  maj«mty  of  members  in  favor  of  the  ad- 
ministration ;  to  which  he  did  not  object ;  hot  atsted  tbt, 
until  the  late  era  of  reform,  the  opposite  practice  had  pn- 
vailed.  He  objected  to  the  postponement,  as  the  cooBiime 
would  want  all  iu  time,  and  much  useful  progteee  might  be 
made  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  demended  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  postponement,  tod  dwy 
were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Some  convereation  took  place  between  Means.  BONI^ 
McKAY,  and  REED,  as  to  the  necessity  of  tfasiavcd- 
gAtioa  proposed,  and  as  to  the  abuaee  which  exiet  io  ifai 
Indian  relations  of  t^e^countty. 

Mr.  BOND  took'occasion  to  introduce  a  statement  of 
appropriations,  within  the  last  two  yeare,  for  the  foppiM* 
sion  of  Indian  hostilities^  all  these  expenditureebeiDfm 
much  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  militiij 
establishment, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  hoped  if  the  motion  for 
postponement  prevailed,  one  good  result  would  Mloir: 
that  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  would  discharfo  the 
duties  assigned  them.  He  animadverted  with  much  pih 
ticularity  upon  the  negieot  of  duty  which  charactsriM  m 
many  of  this  standing  committees  of  the  Houss^  and  tbi 
difficulty  even  of  procuring  meetings  for  the  peiformaoM 
of  their  duties. 

Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD,  of  North  Carolina,  made 
some  remarks  to  a  similar  purpose,  and  gave  an  acooBiitcf 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  performed  his  doty  at  cbiir* 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  DepsTtoMOt 
of  State ;  stating  some  facts  flying  to  show  the  n^oaffiif 
of  vigilance  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  by  the  Conoitj 
tees  on  Expenditures  in  the  the  several  Departmenta. 

SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  ordors  of  the  dayi«i^ 
went  again  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  « 
the  Union,  (Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith  in  the  chair,)  oo  tin 
Senators  sub-Treasury  bill. 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  made  an  ineffectnsl  attempt  to 
have  the  bill  laid  aside,  to  take  up  the  bill  to  settle  wiA 
the  deposite  banks. 

Mr.  HAYNES,  who  was  entitled  to  the  door,  addiei*- 
the  committee  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  At  an  early  stage  of  this  dieeu«»Oi 
while  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tw 
Union  was  engaged  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  \^ 
pone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite  with  the  ^^/^ 
extraordinary  were  some  of  the  statements  of  &ct,  vm* 
ences,  and  arguments,  presented  by  some  geotlemen  wbo 
took  part  in  it,  more  especially  the  remarks  mede  by  n; 
honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Tioxno«>] 
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that  Boliiiop  but  the  positton  oocopiad  1^  me  ooold  have 
pTBvwited  my  endeKvorin;  to  ofier  an  immediate  reply. 
That  beooiabto  gentleman,  in  his  teal  to  throw  upon  the 
lata  and  preaent  adminiatrations  the  burden  of  the  preaent 
MaXdm  and  embanra«menta  of  thia  conntiy,  was  pleased 
to  iiMitote  a  eompariaon  between  the  oonrstf  pursued  by 
the  monarebies  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  in  periods  of 
eommeirial  diatrcss  in  those  countries,  for  the  purpose  of 
eontraatiog  their  paternal  solicitude  for  their  subjects,  and 
thafriaTOtts  opprseaion  of  the  American  Ivovemment  to- 
waida  its  citizens.  Among  the  extraordinary  atatements 
maetinaa  TODtuied  in-  this  House,  I  was  not  prepared  to 
hear  aa  honorable  gentleman  speak  in  terms  of  eulogy  of 
Ifaacoodaet  of  the  French  Ooyemment  in  the  memorable 
aplomn  which  terminaled  the  Mississippi  bobl>le.  The 
ftooonUa  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  surely  has  not 
hiely  raviTsd  his  historical  recollections,  or  he  would  have 
kU  vaiy  different  language  in  referenee  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Praoch  Oovemraent  at  the  period  to  which  he  referred. 

What,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  history  of  the  Misaiasippi 
MMat  A  foreign  adventurer  established  a  bank  in  Paris 
iithayear  1716  or  '17,  which,  having  been  managed  to 
i^ieot  advantage  for  a  lew  months,  was  purchased  in 
the  Dame  of  the  King  in  the  course  of  the  following  year. 
Inking  was  then  a  noTelty  in  France,  and  the  scheme 
Ktmad  to  work  so  suceessfQlly,  thst  an  emission  of  paper 
Mffldant  to  redeem  the  public  debt  was  issued  shortly  af- 
lir  tba  bank  became  the  property  oi  the  King.  It  would 
be  I  waste  of  time  to  recapitulate  the  measures  which  were 
adopted  to  enable  thia  bank  to  monopolize  the  whole  exter- 
lei  commerce  of  France.  By  what  means  it  is  unneces- 
MTf  to  inqoire,  the  efaarss,  originally  of  the  value  of  500 
ivriea,  were  raised,  by  a  series  of  speculations,  to  the  en- 
trooaa  advance  of  10,000.  The  Oovemment  having  be- 
leme  alarmed  by  the  vrild  and  reckless  spirit  of  specula- 
lion  prodoeed  by  an  immense  issue  of  bank  notes  without 
I  ifMie  fund  for  their  redemption,  and  fearing  there  might 
be  e  nm  upon  the  bank,  issued  an  edict,  under  severe  pen- 
iMee,  that  no  individual  should  have  in  his  possession,  in 
MB,  more  than  the  «um  of  500  livres.  To  aid  the  bank 
h  raetaiQing  ita  credit,  the  livre,  in  coin,  was  reduced  or 
Maeed  to  one>half  its  original  value ;  and,  to  cover  the 
Mnenca  between  the  livre  in  coin  and  tlte  livre  in  paper, 
the  litter  was  made  to  undergo  such  successive  reductions 
■  value  ss  should,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  bring 
it  down  to  the  standard  of  the  debased  coin  of  that  denom- 
hMtisn.  All  would  not  do  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the 
beak ;  and,  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  years  from  its 
■tahfiabraent,  having  afloat  the  enormous  sum  of  four  or 
l«e  kondred  millions  of  dollars  of  irredeemable  paper,  the 
Mable  aeheme  was  wound  up  by  issuing  sn  edict  Kdocing 
Ihe  priee  of  shares  to  6,000  livres ;  which  was  shortly  fol- 
lowed by  another,  compelling  its  holders  to  fund  the  bills 
for  the  miserable  pittance  of  an  annuity  for  fiAy  years*  pur- 
cheae,  and  that,  so  far  as  1  can  ascertain,  without  interest. 
Thia,  air,  is  a  statement  of  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
jiniB  South  Carolina  has  been  pleased  to  eulogixe,  as  show- 
i^S  the  paternal  care  of  the  French  Government  for  its 
ivbjeeu. 

How  far  it  tallies  with  the  history  of  the  late  and  present 
■dminiitrations  of  this  Government,  the  committee  can 
jedga.  Of  the  parallel  the  honorable  gentleman  was  pleas- 
ed to  institute  between  the  course  of  the  British  and  Ameri- 
ca Qoveraments  towards  their  subjects  and  citizens,  in 
P^noda  of  pressure  and  alarm,  I  shall  speak  hereafter, 
^t,  stale,  and  unprofitable  as  it  would  seem  to  be,  I  was 
>ot  particularly  surprised  to  hear  the  American  Govern- 
■eot  charged,  by  almost  every  gentleman  opposed  to  the 
^etam  of  measures  under  eoosideration,  with  having  pro- 
Jvced  the  extraordinary  state  of  things  which  has  existed 
^  the  last  few  months  in  this  oountry.  Such  is  the  in- 
Bnaitj  of  our  natore,  that  what  is  often  repeated  may 


sometimes  come  to  be  believed  as  truth,  when  at  its  origin- 
al promulgation  it  was  known  to  contain  no  one  single 
element  of  truth  whatsoever.  And  in  what  manner  has 
this  grave  charge  been  supported  1  If  it  would  not  be  dis- 
respectful to  those  who  have  made  it,  I  would  say,  we 
have  had  ''dedamation  without  argument,  and  assertion 
without  proof."  That  the  late  Prea^ent  should  have  come 
in  for  a  full  measure  of  condemnation  is  not  wonderful,  con- 
sidering the  tone  in  which  the  opposition  have  spoken  of 
him  ever  since  the  commencement  of  his  administration. 
But,  sir,  I  will  not  imitate  the  example  of  those  who  have 
ascribed  the  late  commercial  revulsion  to  Executive  usur- 
pation, by  relying  on  a  mere  contradiction  of  their  charge, 
although,  in  all  fairness,  I  might  do  so. 

The  first  specification  against  General  Jackson  is,  that, 
by  refusing  to  sanction  the  recharter  of  thc>  United  States 
Bank,  he  opened  the  field  for  the  creation  and  operation  of 
State  banks  without  limitation  or  control;  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, that  the  country  has  been  flooded  with  irredeem- 
able paper.'  And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that 
the  opponents  of  the  late  and  present  administrations  are 
not  agreed  whether  the  paper  currency  has,  or  has  not, 
been  extended  to  an  unreasonable  amount.  If  I  did  not 
greatly  misunderstand  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  a  considerable  portion  of  his  remarks  was  in- 
tended to  show  that  the  local  bank  issues  had,,  at  no  period, 
gone  beyond  their  proper  and  healthful  proportion  to  the 
specie  in  this  country.  If  this  argument  be  true — and  for 
the  present  I  shall  pass  it  by  without  further  examination — 
this  grave  charge  of  Executive  influence  in  producing  an 
unsafe  increase  of  bank  capital  and  circulation,  muat  fall 
to  the  ground.  That  the  Tcto  upon  the  bill  to'  recharter 
the  United  States  Bank  in  1832,  may  have  had  some  in- 
fluence in  Increasing  the  establiahment  of  local  banks,  and 
their  consequent  issues,  I  might  be  disposed  to  admit,  if 
the  testimony  of  a  distinguished  financer,  high  in  the  con- 
fidence of  my  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  to- 
gether  with  considerations  connected  with  it,  did  not  go  to 
establish  the  contrary.  It  is  well  known  that  the  advocates 
of  a  national  bank  base  their  support  of  that  measure  on  the 
ground  that  it  can  and  will  so  regulate  and  control  the 
issues  of  the  local  banlL»»  as  to  keep  them  in  a  sound  and 
healthy  condition.  For  the  purpose  of  the  present  argu- 
ment, it  is  suflicient  that  I  admit  it.  It  is  equally  well 
known,  that  after  a  charter  bad  been  granted  to  the  etock- 
holders  of  the  late  United  States  bank  by  the  Sute  of 
Pennsylvania,  its  president  congratulated  them  upon  its 
severance  of  the  connexion  which  bad  existed  between  the 
Government  and  the  old  bank,  because  it  was  better  for 
both,  and  the  bank  was  stronger  without  it  tbsn  with  it. 
Pat  this  testimony  together,  and  how  dare  any  gentleman 
to  say.  that  the  circulation  of  the  local  banks  has  been  un- 
sound or  excessive  1  They  shall  not  discredit  their  own 
witness,  Mr.  Biddle,  for  the  purpose  of  extricating  them- 
selves from  the  contradictions  by  which  ihey  are  environed. 
What  then  is  the  result  ?  Either  that  there  has  been  no 
excess  of  local  bank  paper  in  circulation,  or  a  national 
bank  ia  impotent  to  restrain  iL  I  care  not  which  horn  of 
the  dilemma  gentlemen  may  selectF— either  is  fatal  to  their 
favorite  scheme  of  a  national  bank.  If  I  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  fromJSouth  Carolina,  he  |argued,  or, 
if  he  did  not  so  argue,  it  is  a  fair  inference  from  his  r^ 
marks  upon  the  currency,  that  there  had  been  no  over- 
trading in  this  country.  And  here,  too^  if  I  am  correct  in 
my  recollection  of  what  was  said  by  that  gentleman,  he  is 
sustained  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Biddle,  given  in  a  letter  - 
addressed  to  the  distinguished  member  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Adams]  about  the  time  Congress  convened  in  1896, 
in  which  he  showed  by  the  state  of  foreign  exchange  that 
this  country  had  not  overtraded. 

It  is  true,  that  in  a  subsequent  letter,  addressed  by  him  to 
the  same  distinguished  individual,  he  did  say  that  we  had 
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eatan,  tnd  drunken,  and  worn,  m  little  too  maeb,  and  we 
moat  paj  for  it.  How  hia  frienda  can  reconcile  the  inconiia- 
teney,  it  ta  not  for  roe  to  determine.  But  aa  oCfaer  gentlemen 
have  puraaed  a  line  of  argument  verj  diibrent  from  that  trod- 
den by  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  it  may  be  neoaa- 
aary  that  I  ahould  abow  in  what  they  haTO  been  miataken. 
They  aeem  to  think,  <me  and  all,  except  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  the  increaae  of  local 
banka  and  banking  waa  occaaioned  entirely  by  the  men*- 
urea  of  General  Jack«on*a  adminutration,  and  in  urging 
thia  charge  we  have  been  taunted  with  the  predictiona  of 
two  distinguiahod  citizena  of  Maaiachuaetta,  one  a  mem- 
ber of  thia,  [Mr.  AsAxa,]  and  the  other  a  member  of 
another  branch  of  thb  Gorernment,  [Mr.  WanarBm.  ]  It  ia 
a&id,  and  I  do  not  pretend  to  qneation  it,  that  it  waa  fore- 
told by  both  the  individnala  referred  to,  that  eipanaion, 
overtrading,  preaaure,  and  ruin,  would-be  the  raauliof  the 
Executive  veto  of  the  United  Statea  Bank  charter,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  public  money  from  the  cuatody  of  that 
inatittttion.  Well  might  thuae  gentlemen  predict  such  a 
leauh,  when  their  own  immediate  lellow-«itliena  were  eo 
actively  engaged  in  the  bringing  about  italuUllment.  And 
here  permit  me  to  make  one  obaervation,  which  aeeme  to 
be  a  hvc  inference  from  th^jpaneral  tenor  of  the  remarka 
vpon  thia  subject,  that  it  would  aeem  to  be  imputed  to  the 
Irienda  of  th^  late  and  preeent  adminiatrationa,  that  they 
have  mainly  contributed  to  that  creation  of  local  banka  and 
banking,  under  which  it  ia  alleged  the  country  ia  now  suf- 
fering. For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  not  only  the  rate 
of  increaae  of  banking  capital  within  the  aeven  yeaiv,  from 
1880  to  1836  ineluaive,  and  the  States  which  have  contrib- 
uted to  it  in  the  largest  proportions,  I  will  present  a  table 
eomprising  five  administration  and  five  anti-adminiattation 
Btatea. 

Banking  eapiial  tti^- 

1880.  1836. 

New  y^ork         -  -    $20,088,853        #87,806,000 

Maine    ...        8,050,000  8,936,000 

KewHampahire  -        1,791,000  8,608,000 

Virginia  .  .        5,671,000  6,511,000 

North  Carolina  -        8,196,000  8,664,000 


#88,690,353        #53,076,000 
'  88,690,853 


Incieaaa  - 

Maasaohuaetts    • 
Vermont 
Maiyland 
South  Carolina  - 
Kentucky 


#80,480,000 

488,000 

6,860,495 

4,631,000 

1,875,000 

#38,606,495 


Increase  - 


I  have  not  conaidered  it  neoeanry  to  carry  the  rompai^ 
iaon  further,  by  arraying  any  additional  State.  Thia  se- 
lection probably  makes  it  aa  fair  aa  if  it  included  all  the 
reat  But  doee  not  the  result  excite  our  wonder  1  That, 
in  five  opposition  States,  containing  an  aggregate  lepre- 
■entative  population  of  two  millions  and  a  quarter,  without 
fractions,  and  sending  to  this  House  forty-seven  repi«sent- 
ntives,  the  inerease  of  banking  capital  within  the  period 
feferred  to  ahould  have  exceeded  the  increase  in  the  five 
adminiatration  States,  containing  a  representative  popula- 
tion of  upwarda  of  four  millions,  and  sending  here  eighty- 
eeven  repreeenUtives,  by  more  than  nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  and  that  the  Increase  in  MaKsacbusetts  alone,  loyal 
aa  aha  is  to  a  national  bank,  ahould  exceed  the  increaae' in 


#80,386,648 

#40,880,000 
1,185,000 
8,803,000 
7,936,000 
5,116,000 

#63,810,000 
33,608,495 

#89,601,505 


all  the  five  adminiatration  Statea  juat 
standing  that  the  graateat  commercial  dty  in  the  Uoiflt 
aituated  in  one  of  tbam  I  Henceforward,  let  no  mmk 
oi  the  opposition  taunt  ua  with  the  incmse  of  kcii  W 
and  banking,  nor  with  the  fnlfihneat  of  Missachawnti  fi 
dictions.  It  ia  prepoateroua,  air,  in  view  of  these  ftdi, 
accuse  General  Jaokaon  and  his  firienda  of  their  sgnKfi 
thia,  business. 

Wall  may  it  have  happened  that  some  who  biviM 
I  the  diarge  were  unable  to  aee  the  mote  in  oor  eye,  bcoi 
there  waa  a  beam  in  their  own.  Suppoee,  thsa,  it  be  m 
ceded  for  this  argument  that  local  banka  and  iMafli  hi 
been  inordinately  increaaed :  let  those  who  have  kai  ll 
largeat  share  in  the  mischiel  take  their  pert  of  the  ofin 
and  I  am  aatbfied.  But  until  th^  ahall  have  done  m^  1 
them  not  again  aay  that  we  did  it.  I  might  haveidviil 
to  facta  in  the  banking  history  of  other  States  n^^ 
control  of  thoae  opposed  to  the  late  and  praeeot  eilntf 
trationa,  by  which  tha  disproportion  would  be  iacMM 
but  it  cannot  be  neceeeary.  Aa  I  have  shown  the  M 
tncreaaa  of  banka  in  a  aeiiea  of  adminiatntion  nd  ri 
adminiatration  Siatea,  I  will  make  a  aingle  ukaiiiil 
upon  the-auhject  of  the  general  eipnnaion  ol  the  pi|iirci 
culation,  which  ia  believed  to  have  occurred  eiace  ih»| 
of  December,  1888.  At  that  period,/tha  order  W  H 
but  recently  iaaoed  te  change  the  euaiody  of  tk  piU 
money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutca  to  te  hi 
banks.  Every  one  ramembeia  the  panic  lad  pm^ 
which  existed  from  a  abort  time  afWr  the  merting  of  C« 
gresa  in   1833,  to  the  doee  of  that  protracted  leaiatj 

1834.  There  waa  no  expanaion,  there  could  btie  H 
none,  in  the  panic-atricken  atate  of  the  eonntiy  thnngM 
that  whole  session.  It  ia  true  that  within  a  ^^^ 
after  the  adjournment  theatorm  subsided,  and  tfaingiM 
ually  returned  to  their  accnatomod  channels.  Wlall 
lowed!  I 

It  baa  been  aaaerted,  and,  ao  far  aa  I  kaow,  ailM 
contradiction,  that  from  about  November,  1834,  le  Ji| 

1835,  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*  extended  itidiM^ 
about  twenty,  and  iu  drculation  about  ten  milUooi  off 
lara,  thua  taking  tha  lead  in  stimulating  at  its  oobimM 
ment,  and,  aa  I  believe,  creating,  that  very  spirit  if  9< 
nlation  under  whidi,  eo  far  aa  eaoaea  in  this  cooBli|ki 
been  ooncemed,  we  are  now  laboiincp.  j 

It  ia  true  we  have  heard  much  about  the  eftcta^ 
specie  droutar  in  producing  the  preeent  embaiiwn** 
the  country.  But,  for  my  own  part,  I  have  no  dookl 
ita  efieet  was  any  thing  but  injnrioua.  If  ita  opemioBj 
to  natrain,  as  it  certainly  mnat  have  been,  and  aotlo^ 
ulate,  tha  apacutationa  in  public  knda,  its  sfiiBct  cooU  j 
have  been  saluury.  But  I  forbear  to  go  furtbei  ioM 
subject.  Before  I  dismike  my  review  of  the  can^  "8 
have  oontrihotad  to  the  muhiplieation  of  local  bistai^ 
the  increaae  of  thdr  capitd,  I  muat  refer  to  see  wbj 
above  all  others,  aaide  from  the  expanding  rasooitefs 
augmented  population  of  the  etfuntry,  has^  ia  nj  ^^ 
been  of  thif  moat  eIRdent  in  bringing  abnnt  thatretslti^ 
that  is,  the  rapid  and  final  extinction  of  the  poblJe  « 
aince  1839.  In  whatever  form  a  promise  to  p*/^ 
may  be  made,  it  is  credit;  in  all  concdvable  variitia^ 
the  open  account  to  the  inetrument  under  seal,  udiaj 
bank  notea  and  atoeka,  whether  of  corporatioai  orj 
GoTernment,  and  in  all  theae  vaiioua  forms  msy  Unta^ 
be  used  for  commercial  purposea.  Bat  it  ie  act  fsittf 
larly  for  the  purpoae  of  illuatrating  the  comwfaa^^ 
the  evidencca  of  the  public  debt,  that  I  now  ipM ' 
the  effect  produced,  by  the  redemption  of  that  debt,  >P| 
the  hanking  institutions  of  the  country.  I  ioteod  to  ^ 
of  it  merdy  aa  produdng  «  tranafer  of  capiid  fro*  ^ 
employment  to  another.  e^^d 

In  the  year  1830,  the  public  debt  amoootid  ^^'^ 
liona  of  dollars,  which  waa  reda«ned  in  the  ihortp«M«' 
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V  y«n.  A  v«y  Ucge  portion  of  thai  debt  (how  mueh, 
ji  Bo^  piitieuladj  necMMry  to  mention)  wm  owned  by 
l|ilaKfto  in  the  oomnereial  portions  of  the  Union ;  owned 
nwnily  bj  thoee  who  preferred  the  eecarity  of  the  Gov- 
nonl,  It  even  a  ■^derate  rate  of  intereat*  tq  any  priTate 
niify  irbalioever,  and  who  wonid  ha««  been  gkiid  that 
0  MNk  eoald  have  been  inedeemable  forever.  But  the 
IpcouMBt  hid  the  right  and  the  means  to  redeem  it,  and 
|Mt  nfoned  accordingly. 

tfk  aune  notrre  which  gave  a  preferenoe  to  Govern* 
m  Mesrily  woald  naturally  prefer  the  next  beet  eeeurity» 
pi  Alt  sMority  existed,  or  was  to  be  obtained,  by  bank- 
H  eoipontiens.  Menee  the  redemption  of  the  public 
|il,  It  Init  in  the  commercial  portions  of  the  Union,  by 
jWag  tiie  capital  which  had  been  invested  in  it,  was 

tof  th«  moit  efficient  causes,  I  doubt  not  the  most  effi- 
keupe^  of  incseaaiDg  the  number  and  capital  of  the 
Nhnkik  that  pectieo  of  the  Union  to  which  I  have 

IbIU  jeenger  8tetas^  where  capiul  was  scarce,  other 
ktfs  bcMi  inetruflMntal  to  the  same  reenit— the  multi* 
of  hink%  and  the  augmentation  of  their  capiul. 
hit  Is  be  wondered  at  that  the  seareiiy  of  a  circula* 
BMdiam,  in  the  Suuee  last  rt  ferred  to,  has  bsen  maifily 
I  introdneing  the  establishment  of  banks, 
m  ciMMider  a  wsll-eettled  principle  of  trade-^that 
rhannel  ef  anierprise  always,  for  a  time,  tsmpis 
I  into  it,  until  its  profits  are  brought  down  to 
th«ei  of  <Kher  p«rsail%  and  for  a  time  below  them--ee- 
ly  when  capital  is  euddenly  released  feom  other  pui^ 
*ai  Ml  nnprodnctise  in  the  hsnde  of  ita  owners,  we 
ut  dssbt  that  much  o(  the  over  banking  of  this  coun- 
bi  iMohed  Irom  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt. 
M  f  think,  aoqifitted  the  late  administration  of  the 
of  ppsducing  the  banking  mania  which  has  mani- 
itwlf  within  the  last  seven  years,  I  will  proceed  to 
in  ists  Che  immediate  causes  which  have  produced  the 
ander  which  the  country  is  now  laboring.   What^ 
any  hs  the  opinions  of  others,  I  have  no  doubt  Ihat 
ivniiiion  hae  been  oocamoned  by  the  heedlees  extension 
is  every  iura  in  which  credit  may  be  employed, 
bink  issues^  bill*  of  eichange,  dre. 
Aij  be  impoesibin  not  cmly  to  sscertaln  what  is  the 
of  the  currency  of  a  country,  but  what  should  be 
to  the  comnwrce  of  that  country ;  nor  is  it  at 
to  my  purposs^  in  ragard  to  the  preeent  inqui- 
^  isdividusi  or  esmmimity  baa  overtraded  which 
iu  engagements.     Will  *  any  one  controvert 
P<»PMicien  1    If  it  be  incontrovertible,  and  I  beBeve.  it 
••i  have  the  hanks  been  guilty  of  overbanking,  and 
■MBbsnls  of  overtrading  1 

pramnt  oooditiun  of  the  country  can  answer  this 

With  a  large  balance  of  foreign  debt  nnsatiafied, 

^  which  there  are  no  preeent  means  of  satisfiiction, 

^■B  deny  that  this  merchants  have  overtraded  ?     And 

>^  banks  in  s  better  condition  1     How  stood  the  no- 

of  the  bta  depoeila  banka  aa  to  immediate  means 

NiiUtio  on  the  15th  of  August  1    They  ahow  imme- 

liifailiucs  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  four  roil- 

<rf4oHflr%  and  immediate  means  to  the  amount  of  but 

4bar  millions  and  about  eight  hundred  and  nine  thou- 

^"^int,  of  which  only  ten  millione  five  hundred  and 

f  UuHiiand  dollars  and  a  fraction  was  in  specie.     In 

poersl  aeeouni  of  meene  and  liabilities,  it  is  true  thst 

^  ttMunt  of  these  obligations  ara  to  the  stock  holders ; 

^  lbs  fact  of  the  grsat  disproportion  Iwtween  their  dis- 

tnd  eifculstioii,  shows  conclusively  that  much  of  the 

ilisif  has  been  withdrawn  from  them,  and  exists  in 

credit  in  ths  notes  of  the  stockholders;  thus  showing 

^^  •opposed  capita]  of  the  banka  ia  credit,  and  not 

^y*    But  if  evidence  Is  wanting,  as  conolustve  as  evi- 

*i^  MQ  fae^  to  prove  ih«t  the  bank*  bavn  oveitraded,  it 


ie  found  in  the  fact  that  they  cannot  redeem  their  promises^ 
and  at  best  are  only  able  to  eichange  one  promise  for  an» 
other.     For  my  part,  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  advocate 
of  the  benks  can  pretend  that  they  have  not  overtraded  to 
an  enormous  extent,  without  indirectly  charging  them  with 
deliberate  and  wilful  fraud  upon  the  public     It  may  be 
said  that  the  banks  are  unable  to  meet  their  engagements 
because  their  debtors*  ate  unable  to  pay  them.     But  this 
only  carries  us  one  step  further  to  the  condusion  that  the 
whole  country  has  overtraded — a  fact  of  which  1  have  not 
the  smallest  doubt.    I  might  have  ehown  the  enormous  dis- 
proportion between  the  value  of  our  exports  and  imports 
for  the  two  or  three  years  ending  with  the  year  1 886,  of 
the  immense  sums  vested  in  public  lands,  the  disprD|H>rtioii 
between  the  prices  of  various  species  of  property,  and  the 
annual  profita  of  such  property  ;  but  I  have  chosen  to  save 
the  consmittee  and  myself  sueh  detsils,  and  only  to  present 
incontrovertible  facts,  establishing,  beyond  the  shadow  of 
doultt,   that  the  banks  have  over  banked,  and.  the  traden 
have  overtraded.     What  has  stimulated  to  all  this  is  the 
inordinate  hastening  to  be  rich.     I  will  not  stop  to  inquire 
whether  this  overtrading  has  been  ooeaidoned  exclusively 
by  an  overissoe  of  paper  money,  from  reduced  supply,  or 
epecolative  demand  ftir  varioue  ooromoditiee,  believing  as  I 
do  that  the  first  and  last  of  these  causes  have  operated 
jointly  in  producing  the  present  emharrasement.     For  ihe 
first,  there  is  no  remedy  but  the  partial  one  of  reducing  and 
reforming  the  currency.     I  may  be  asked,  if,  as  you  sup^ 
pose,  the  Government  is  free  from  the  sin  of  producing  the 
evils  under  which  the  country  now  labors,  what  is  tha 
remedy  for  relieving  them  1     I  anewer,  that  the  remedy  is 
mainly  to  be  found  in  the  industry  and  economy  of  the 
people.     8o  far  as  the  Government  can  Indirectly  relieve, 
by  its  action  on  the  deposits  banks,  and  the  obligations  of 
the  importing  merchants,  it  can  go,  and  no  further.     But, 
in  iu  action  on  these  subjects,  its  relief  will  reach  the  re- 
motest rsmifications  of  society.    It  has  been  well  said,  that 
the  mercentile  community  pervades  the  remotest  portion  of 
the  body  politic.     If  this  be  eo,  and  none  can  deny  it,  re- 
lief to  the  imporUrs  will  be  felt  by  the  humblest  and  re- 
motest citisen  of  this  grest  republic  to  whom  mercantile 
credit  has  been  extended.     And,  although  indulgence  to 
the  suspended  deposits  banlu  will  not  reach  to  so  wide  an 
extent,  it  will  relieve  thoee  who  stand  in  the  greatest  need 
of  relief.     Thue,  the  passage  of  the  bills  to  sxtend  indul- 
gence on  duty  bonde,  and  to  give  time  to  the  binks  gradu- 
ally to  call  in  their  duea  from  their  debtors,  will  extend  re- 
lief to  a  number  of  our  embamseed  fellow-citixens,  which 
no  one  is  able  to  estimate.     And  here  I  may  be  permitted 
to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  my  honorable  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  in  which  he  endeavored  to  contrast  the  conduct 
of  the  British  Government,  in  1797,  in  a  period  of  conimep- 
eial  distress,  with  that  of  his  own  Government,  in  thta  sea- 
son of  preesure  and  embarrassment.     My  honorable  friend 
told  us  that  the  pressure  in  Great  Britain  waa  relieved,  af 
the  period  referred  to,  by  the  issue  of  no  more  thsn  twelve 
millions  of  exchequer  bills.     And  if  he  has  attended  to  the 
state  of  the  money  market  at  New  York,  he  must  know 
that  it  has  been  decidedly  improved  even  l^  the  psssage  of 
the  bills  which  have  come  down  from  the  Skftnate,  especially 
thoee  giving  indulgence  on  duty  bonds,  and  authorixing 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  esfMcially  the  latter.     How, 
then,  can  he  extol  the  British  Government  and  condemn 
his  own  for  sdopting  a  measure  of  the  same  character  1 
What  distinetion  can  he  drawn  between  exchequer  billa  in 
the  one  case  and  Treasury  notes  in  the  other,  in  their  ef- 
fects, I  am  at  a  toss  to  discover.     I  paea  over  the  question 
whether  or  not  there  Ie  or  soon  will  beji  deficit  in  the 
Treasury.    To  me  it  seems  lo  be  a  question  on  which  there 
can  be  but  one  opinion :  that  there  is  such  a  deficit,  and 
thaf  it  can  only  be  met  by  using  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment    WhaUMr  it  ia  best  tn  use  it  in  the  form  of  Treaso- 
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ry  DotM,  or  by  aatboriiing  a  lofto  in  the  ordiiMiy  way,  U  a 
matter  of  indifierenca,  aa  it  raspccu  the  obligationi  which 
will  be  coDtracted  by  the  GoYemment.  Nor  am  1  eaf- 
ficieoily  vemed  in  queationi  of  finance  to  say  which  will  be 
the  preferable  mode.  But,  to  my  mind,  the  moet  imme- 
diate and  direct  is  the  course  best  suited  to  the  present 
wants  of  the  Government,  and  that  is  to  issue  Treasury 
notes.  Nor  can  it  be  of  any  very  great  consequence  wheth- 
er they  are  bearded  or  go  into  general  circulation.  In 
either  case,  they  will  displace  an  equal  amount  of  the  pres- 
ent circulating  medium,  driving  it  out  of  or  into  circular 
tion,  as  they  may  be  laid  up  or  otherwise ;  and  if  we  may 
be  permitted  to  look  forward  to  their  final  efieet,  they  will 
contribute,  at  no  distant  day,  most  materially  to  restore  a 
sound  currency.  Situated  as  I  was  during  the  disciiesion 
of  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalDient  of  depostte  with 
the  dutes,  connected  as  it  is  with  the  the  bills  yet  to  be 
disposed  o(  I  may  be  permitted,  in  the  latitude  given  to 
the  debate^  to  eay  a  word  or  two  upon  it 

The  period  of  making  that  deposite  was  at  band ;  the 
Treasury  had  not  the  means  of  making  it,  nor  could  they 
be  commanded  without  creating  a  public  debt.  Thue  ne- 
cessarily arose  the  queeiion,  whether  Congress  had  the 
power  to  tax  the  people  to  enable  it  to  raise  a  fund  to  de- 
poeite  in  the  treasuries  of  the  States.  To  my  mind,  the  an- 
ewer  was  clear,  that  the  constitution  had  conferred  no  such 
power  upon  us.  If  it  had,  the  policy  might  well  be  doubt-  < 
ed  of  taxing  the  people  with  one  hand,  and  returning  the 
money  so  raised  with  the  other,  by  which  they  wculd  re- 
ceive it  with  the  loss  of  the  expeoee  of  collecting,  and  the 
interest  for  the  time  intervening  between  the  collection  and 
transfer,  sutject  tu  theserioue  objection  that  it  would  never, 
it  could  never,  be  equitably  returned  to  thoee  from  whom 
it  had  been  collected. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
present  embarrassu^nts  of  the  country-*^he  overbanking 
and  overtrading  which  have  characterised  ita  buainess 
transactions  for  the  Isst  two  or  three  years.  But  as  theee 
were  the  remote,  what  was  the  efficient  or  proximate  cauee 
of  the  preeent  revulsion  both  in  Great  Britain  and  Amer- 
ics  1  I  answer,  the  course  adopted  by  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land when  called  upon  to  prop  the  falling  credit  ot  Ameri- 
can houses,  so  calle<l,  but  Bnglieh  bankers,  who  had  gone 
enormously  beyond  their  roesns  in  the  acceptance  of  drafts 
from  this  country  for  which  the  owners  had  furnished  no 
fund  of  redemption  whateoever.  That  measure  of  the 
bank  not  only  destroyed  for  the  time  the  credit  of  the  own- 
ers of  the  bills  reCsnred  to,  but  shook  American  credit  to  its 
fouodtttion,  and  resulted  in  the  immediate  and  ruinous  fisil 
in  the  price  of  the  great  staple  of  our  country,  by  which  the 
means  of  American  merchants  were  reduced  to  almost  one* 
half  the  amount  of  their  value  at  the  time  their  deUa  were 
contracted.  Thia  being  the  fact,  which  none  can  question, 
is  it  wonderful  that  consternation  and  ruin  spread  over  the 
land  1  If  Any  one  can  doubt  the  eflfeet  of  that  measure  of 
the  bank,  in  applying  the  match  which  has  produced  this 
mighty  explosion,  he  is  a  much  greater  sceptic  than  I  am. 
If  any  other  proof  were  wanting  besides  open  and  apparent 
connexion  of  the  cause  and  its  efieet,  it  will  be  found  in 
the  existing  state  of  the  money  ouirket  in  Great  Britain. 
Shortly  after  the  Bank  of  England  had,  intentionally  or 
unintentionally  I  ahaJl  not  stop  to  inquire,  knocked  down 
the  price  of  cotton,  she  came  forward  to  sustain  the  private 
bankers  who  had  involved  themeelvee  by  their  American 
acceptances;  the  London  money  market  becanw  easy,  and 
we  are  now  told  that  money  b  a  drug  there,  and  can  be 
obtained  on  unquestionable  security  for  three  and  half  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  probably  much  lower.  Tbun  am  I 
sustained  in  the  assertion  that  the  immediate  and  efiicient 
cauae  of  the  preaent  pecuniary  condition  of  this  country, 
was  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  England  towarda  the  Brit- 
ish acoeptom  of  American  bills  of  exchange^  and  the  iall  of 


cotton,  which  wee  produced  by  it.    Panic,  thea,  oa 
part  of  that  bank,  or  a  motive  eo  much  wens  tbt  b 
not  impute  it,  waa  the  match  that  hgbled  up  this 
done  exploeion.     Mor  waa  a  simtlar  coune  in  this 
without  its  instnmantaliiy,  if  we  have  been  correctly  I 
formed-— that  from  first  to  laat  there  wen  nUfiauof  i 
eapittfl  in  New  Toik,  Boeton,  and  other  dtaes,  wUeki 
mained  idle  for  want  of  fiiat  confidence  between  auD 
man,  which  ia  the  Hfe-blood  of  credit  in  i 
the  world.     I  have  already  stated  what  BMasaiai 
and  as  I  supposed  would,  be  adopted  by  Coo|nsifat1 
relief  of  the  country  in  the  preeent  axtraordinaiy 
cy :  extension  of  time  on  duty  bonds,  and 
dulgence  to  the  suspended  depoeite  banks. 

But  can  no  measurss  be  adopted  as  preventitsi 
the  recurrence  of  a  similar  calamity  1    I  think  tbm 
and  that  they  are  to  be  found,  not  in  the  cbartsr  of  ai 
tional  bank,  but  in  the  neaeures  proposad  fw  all' 
collecting  the  public  does  in  the  only  mediom 
by  the  oonetitution  ae  money,  and  in  cbanginf  ihs 
keeping  the  public  revenue.     But  I  maybeaAeif' 
not  establiah  a  national  bank  1     I  anawer,  fint,  nflti 
becanee  the  oonetitution  eoMtn  no  power  to  don, 
in  terms  or  by  rational  inference,  but  ite  histoiy  '  ^' 
implication  of  it  in  the  fact  that  tba  federal  conwslioB 
asked  to  confer  it,  and  it  refiieed  peremptorily  ¥thm, 
will  not  so  far  insult  the  committee  as  to  go  evsrikt 
ment  to  show  how  hr  any  doubt  ariaiBg  epso  thef 
an  instrument  is  to  be  eeltled  by  a  reference  le  iuj 
In  the  next  place  I  anewer,  that  if  the  power  had 
plicitly  granted  in  the  eonstitotion,  it  wouki  bt  iosi| 
to  exerciee  it.     It  would  be  inexpedient,~4nt,  bscsswj 
whole  hietory  -of  the  late  national  Imnk,  and  its 
the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvanis,  cooclii 
shows,  that  it  cannot,  or  it  will  not,  pvevent  ov( 
and  consequent  overtrading,  through  the 
of  the  local  banka. 

New  as  I  may  be  to  public  eftin,  I  have  sot 
the  history  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  wbick  i 
ed  its  acme  in  1819,  less  than  thive  yeaisiroatkit 
when  the  United  Sutee  Bank,  eatabNabed  avowfillT 
vent  the  future  recurrence  of  exceesive  local  bank 
tion,  had  gone  into  operation ;  an  embairaamoit 
eioned  by  the  same  spirit  of  recklces  adventars  ia  \ 
lands,  and  every  thing  else  that  could  be  mads  die  r 
of  speculation,  which  characterixed  the  money 
of  the  country  in  1835  and  1886.     If  there  aieuj' 
too  young  to  remember,  or*  who  have  been  tee 
acquire,  information  upon  that  enfcject,  it  is  s 
point  them  to  the  impotence  of  the  Pennsylvaaia 
the  United  Statee,  av(*wed  by  iu  prraident  witbio  tin< 
yeara  to  be  stronger  than  ita  predeoeeeor,  to  ward  <Mi 
a  cabmity.     It  b  trae,  that  when  ita  *u*P^.''?[**}j 
nouneed  in  May  last,  its  presiding  officer  infcnaNi 
country  that  if  it  had  coneulted  ite  own  strength,  tliiti 
pension  would  not  have  been  neceesary. 

But,  if  the  fact  waa  as  he  euied,   how  oincb 
was  that  act  than  it  has  been  characteriiedby  a* 
guished  individual  to  whom  the  declaration  wss 
an  insulted  and  injured  people  decide.     If  it  «*^ 
there  are  no  terme  of  condemnation  known  to 
biignage  etrong  enough  to  exprees  the  execratioa 
merite. 

But  there  is  another,  and,  to  my  mind,  equally  i 
stronger,  it  poesible,  oljection  to  the  establMhaMiot 
natiunsl  bank.  It  b  the  political  character  assainodlft 
late  bank,  eepecfally  when  coupled  with  its  foreign  coMj 
ione.  To  the  employment  of  foreign  capital,  ^f^*^ 
American  bands,  directed  by  American  hearts,  in  nm 
ance  of  objecta  of  public  or  private  enteipri«e,  I  i"gj 
objection.  But  I  proteet  most  solemnly  agaiofltpoiwM" 
in  ita  uae  tfaesh«iow  of  foraigii  ooatiol  or  diiectioB. 
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Tbs  hie  Bulk  of  the  United  Stotts  was  belisred  to  have 
IV  inflanioed  in  its  political  eonraa  by  foreign  stockhold- 
%  not  oojj  having  no  gympathy  with  oar  political  insti- 
NioBi,  bot  hoatile  to  them.  If  it  was  8o-*and  of  the 
M  tbtre  ean  be  little  or  do  doobt— how  much  cloeer  is  the 
toBodoD  of  its  sucoeasor  with  foreigners,  how  much 
jat  pvwsrii]!  will  be  their  influence  over  it,  let  recent 
Im^  ^Knring  the  establishment  of  its  agencies  in  Liver- 
jlri  and  London,  attest  Let  me  not  be  answered  that  a 
pfeMil  bank  is  advocated,  f  am  not  to  be  misled  by 
hk  •  dscJaration,  from  my  firm  conviction  that  the  war 
pn  tki  Itfs  and  present  aidministrations  of  this  Oovem- 
!■!  «M  sad  is  waged  for  the  revival  of  the  Bank  of  the 


^fiog  ibown,  as  I  think,  that  such  an  instttotion  is 
^nly  naeoostitutional,  bot  dangerons  to  the  constitution 
M^  I  emas  to  the  measures  which,  in  ray  judgment,  are 
Nnkolitcd  to  save  the  coumry,  so  far  as  our  legislation 
ttva  ill  from  fatute  revulsion  and  embarrassment ;  and 
I  tab  occasion  to  oay,  that  no  free  Government  can 
as  entirely  to  prevent  their  recurrence.     But, 
prooaeding  to  consider  the  measuree  referred  to,  I 
bi  permitted  to  atate  one  other  objection  to  the  estab- 
t  of  a  national  b«nk :  it  is  the  clearly  and  atrongly 
ision  of  thd  people  against  it. 
(iiiciMing  the  measures  most  likely  so  to  check  and 
the  local  banks,  as  to  restrain  their  issues  within 
proper  Kmits,  I  will  first  consider  the  proposition 
lifs  all  payments  to  the  Government  to  be  ultimately 
io  lbs  constitntioDal  coin  of  the  country,  and  in  that 
It  has  been  said  by  gentlemen  opposed  to  this,  what 
all  innovation,  that  it  is  calculated  and  intended  to 
ths  ^stem  of  credit  upon  which  this  country  has 
iti  prssent  elevated  rank  among  the  nations  of  the 
Bat  in  what  manner  can  it  effiBct  such  a  result  1 
nsmbsr  of  this  committee  prepared  to  permit  the 
dve  to  the  Govenment  to  be  discharged  in  irredoem- 
Md  iaeonvcrtible  paper  1    If  nor,  who  can  entertain 
ble  objection  to  requiring  their  payment,  not  in 
I  but  money  f 
^  wouki  be  the  diffinrence  between  the  payment  of 
«  bank  notes,  convertible  into  it  at  the  will  of  the 
m  tu  efiset  upon  the  intenet  of  the  banksl     If 
*boiiU  be  alwaye  ready,  as  they  certainly  ahoold  be, 
their  notes  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  what  hard* 
ttB  theie  be  in  requiring  that  the  Government  debtor 
^  eoBfert  them  without  making  it  necessary  that  it 
be  dons  by  the  collecting  officers  of  the  Govern* 
It  may  be  said  that,  aa  it  would  only  be  a  question 
Kusnee  between  private  individuals  and  the  collect- 
^ffiM»  the  convenience  of  the  community  shouki 
be  preferred.     But,  open  a  closer  examination,  it 
^  fimnd  that^e  ven  upon  this  point,  there  is  no 
whatsoever.     The  collecting  agents  of  the  Go- 
t  may  be  engaged,  and  in  the  large  importing 
*iU  certainly  be  almoat  constantly,  in  receiving  money 
s  Goternment ;  therefore  it  is  much  more  reasonable 
i^vidBals  should  convert  their  bank  notes  into  specie 
Btking  payment  to  the  collecting  agenta  of  the  Go- 
'iBoly  1^  that  the  whole  burden  should  fidl  upon 
mBQts.    But  I  apprehend,  that  to  require  payment 
Gofemment  in  coin,  in  every  instance,  wiU  have  a 
iafluence  upon  specie  paying  banka,  so  called,  in 
imprudent  iseoes  of  paper  by  them.     That  no 
would  be  done  either  to  individuals  or  the  banks, 
t^  principle  that  all  bank  paper  ahall  be  convertible 
specie,  by  the  adoption  of  the  scheme  proposed,  is,  to 
?uul>  as  clear  and  conclusive  aa  mathematical  demon- 
cottkl  make  it.    But  we  have  heard  it  said  by  the 
Its  of  this  measaie,  who  are  alike  the  opponenU  of 
t^  wd  present  administrations,  with,  perhaps,  occa* 
""^  exception^  that  by  this  scheme  we  should  create 


one  currency  for  the  Government  and  another  for  th* 
people.  But  how  such  an  objection  can  be  sustained  I 
cannot  imagine.  Gentlemen,  in  making  it,  would  aeem 
to  confound  the  present  condition  of  bank  paper  with  what 
would  be  widely  different,  if  it  poesessed  the  supposed  con- 
vertibility, the  only  element  which  can  entitle  it  to  the 
character  of  money.  If  the  operation  of  the  system  of 
specie  payments  should  be  such  as  to  bring  back  the  banks 
tu  the  ftiir  and  proper  redemption  of  their  notes,  I  would 
ask  in  what  essential  particular  would  the  one  currency 
differ  from  the  other  ?  In  fact,  the  whole  currency  of  the 
country  would  then  consist  of  specie  or  credits  equivalent : 
a  result  which  iM(ould  do  more  to  prevent  the  indulgence  of 
rash  and  ruinous  speculation,  than  any  other  measurs  the 
Government  could  adopt  short  of  the  entire  destruction  of 
that  system  of  commercial  credit  which,  properly  controlled 
by  prudent  foreeight  and  economy,  is  so  essential  to  the 
maintainance  of  our  national  and  individual  prosperity. 
If  I  have  been  so  fortunate  aa  to  make  my  meaning  under- 
stood, I  think  I  have  shown  that  the  scheme  proposed 
would  establish  a  currency  of  equal  value  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people,  and  such  an  one  as  would  lay  the  fab- 
rick  of  our  prosperity  on  foundations  too  stable  ever  to  be 
again  shaken  down  by  such  revulsions  as  have  occurred,  at 
least  on  two  occarions,  within  less  than  the  last  twenty 
years. 

In  the  discussion  which  haa  taken  place  upon  the  vari- 
ous propositions  presented  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  conformity  to  Executive  recommendation, 
vre  have  heard  much  about  taking  care  of  the  Government 
and  neglecting  the  people.  What,  sir,  is  the  Government  ? 
Ic  is  but  an  agency  constituted  by  the  people  themselves, 
for  the  promotion  of  their  own  prosperity  and  happiness. 
And  what,  I  would  ask,  is  desired  in  the  measures  pro- 
posed for  the  relief  of  the  Government,  but  to  give  it  the 
means  of  carrying  out  the  will  of  the  people  ?  To  my 
mind,  it  ia  the  idlest  of  all  clamors  to  say,  that,  because  we 
intend  to  place  the  Government  hi  a  condition  to  execute 
the  purpose  of  ita  creation,  that  purpose  being  to  secure 
the  public  prosperity  and  'happiness,  we  are  providing 
for  the  Government,  as  something  distinct  from,  and  op- 
posed to,  the  interests  of  the  people. 

The  last  particular  topic  upon  which  I  desire  to  oiler  a 
few  observations  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  is 
the  mode  propoeed  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. And  what  ia  that  mode,  strippMl  of  all  the  myatery 
and  disguise  which  has  been  attempted  to  be  thrown 
around  it,  by  the  incessant  outcry  of  exchequer  banks. 
Treasury  bank,  sub-Treasury  system,  and  aH  the  et  ceterae 
gentlemen  have  applied  to  it  1  Nothing  more  nor  less  than 
the  plain  republican,  unsophisticated  scheme  of  requiring 
the  receivers  of  the  public  revenue  to  be  answerable  for  its 
safe- keeping.  What  feature  of  a  bank  can  it  be  possibly 
supposed  to  possess  ?  It  is  not  contemplated  to  authorise 
the  iasue  of  paper  of  any  kind  as  the  mere  representative 
'  of  the  money  eo  depoaitcd  for  safe-keeping. 

All  that  is  intended,  beyond  the  payment  of  money, 
upon  properly  authoriaed  drafts  from  the  Treasury,  to  the 
public  creiditors,  is  the  ocoaaienal  transfbr  of  it,  as  circum- 
stances may  require,  from  one  place  to  another,  for  the 
disbursements  of  the  Government.  It  is  not,  therefore^- 
it  cannot  in  any  sense  be  so  considered— >a  bank  of  any 
sort  whatever. 

What,  then,  are  the  objections  to  it  1  That  it  will  in- 
crease the  patronage  of  the  Government,  by  the  increase 
of  public  officers,  and  the  additional  expenditure  neceasary 
for  their  compensation ;  that  the  money  will  be  unsafe  in 
the  custody  of  the  public  officers ;  and  that  it  will  open  the 
door  to  the  corrupt  indnonce  of  the  Executive,  and  may 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  an  odious  despotism  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  constitution.  The  very  decisive  vote  which 
has  been  recently  given,  herQ  and  elsewhere,  on  the  sub- 
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ject  of  a  national  bank,  renders  it  onneoeeaaiy  for  me  to  die- 
cuis  iU  merit  as  a  public  depository.  The  only  compari- 
son wbich  it  is  then  necessary  to  institnle  is,  between  the 
system  pursued  and  a  return  to  the  employment  of  the  lo- 
cal banks.  Nor  does  it  seem  material  to  cariy  that  com- 
parison further  than  the  consideration  of  the  objections  just 
stated  to  the  placing  the  custody  of  the  revenue  in  the 
hands  of  the  collecting  officers  of  the  Government.  So 
far  aa  1  have  heard,  no  one  is  willing  to  restore  the  reve- 
nue to  the  custody  of  the  banks,  upon  any  other  principle 
than  as  a  special  deposite,  not  to  be  used  by  them  for  any 
purpose,  and  to  be  paid  over  to  the  orders  of  the  Treasury 
whenever  it  may  be  required. 

Nor  is  it  proposed,  so  fiu  aa  I  have  understood,  to  aak 
the  banks  to  perform  this  service  without  just  compensa- 
tion. What  compensation,  I  would  aak,  do  gentlemen 
suppose  they  would  require  for  auch  service,  including  the 
risk  of  safely  keeping  the  public  money  1 

I  know  but  little  of  banking  transactions,  bat  have  little 
doubt  the  service  required  would  not  be  performed  by  them 
for  less  than  one  per  centum  upon  the  money  committed 
to  their  charge.  Taking,  then,  the  public  revenue  at 
twenty  millions  per  annum,  and  the  cost  of  its  custody 
would  be  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

But,  that  I  may  be  within  the  rate  which  must  be  con- 
ceded by  every  one  as  low  enough,  I  will  fix  it  at  one-half 
of  one  per  cent,  and  the  annual  expense  will  be  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars;  a  sum  larger  by  forty  thousand 
dollars  than  the  sum  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  if  it  shall  be  committed  to  the  collecting  agenta 
of  the  Government.  On  the  score  of  economy,  therefore, 
the  calculation  b  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  system  proposed. 

But  to  the  question  of  patronage.  How  much  will 
Executive  patronage  be  increased  by  the  appointment  of 
a  small  additional  number  of  clerka  in  some  half  a  down 
cities  or  lees  in  this  Union  1  So  far  from  being  increased, 
it  will  be  lessened  in  comparison  with  the  numerous  banks 
which  would  seek  the  custody  of  the  public  money,  and  to 
which  it  would  be  committed,  the  compensation  being 
made  an  object  to  them,  and  without  it  they  would  not 
asaume  the  responsibility,  by  a  President  desirous  to  es- 
tablish the  reign  of  influence  and  corruption.  It  may  be 
answered,  that  there  would  be  lees  danger  of  a  corrupt  use 
of  the  public  money,  if  placed  in  the  keeping  of  the  bunks, 
than  in  the  hands  of  public  officers.  For  my  part,  I  can- 
not perceive  the  force  of  such  an  objection.  Is  it  said  that 
there  is  danger  of  servility  on  account  of  dependence  of 
public  agents  upon  the  Executive  for  their  offices  1  The 
question  is  then  resolved  into  a  question  of  money,  and  as 
that  reduces  the  objection  against  the  public  oflSeera  and 
the  bank  to  the  aarae  pnneiple,  it  is  unworthy  of  further 
consideration.  But»  it  may  be  said  that  the  chanees  of 
Executive  corruption  will  be  increased  by  the  greater  focil- 
ity  of  obtaining  money  from  public  officers  than  from  the 
banks.  To  this,  I  answer,  that  there  can  be  no  poesible 
difference  in  the  matter.  The  aajie  ehecks  and  control 
exijit  in  the  one  case  as  the  other.  And  the  banks  are  as 
much  bound  to  answer  the  drafU  of  the  public  Treasury, 
as  the  public  officers  could  be,  and  would  as  readily  an- 
swer them.  Human  nature  ia  essentially  the  same  under 
equal  circumstances,  and  the  officers  of  banka  would  be 
quite  as  likely  to  act  under  the  inflnence  of  temptation  to 
execute  a  corrupt  Executive  will,  sufficient  inducements 
being  offered,  as  would  the  collecting  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  come  now  to  the  only  remaining  question^ 
the  question  of  the  safety  of  the  public  revenue  under  the 
system  proposed.  And  in  discussing  this  question,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  inquire*  what  magic  is  imparted  by  an  act 
of  incorporation,  by  which  the  hone  ty  of  men  becomes  so 
purified  and  refined,  that  they  are  placed  above  tho  ordi- 
naiy  level  of  their  race.!  If  the  homely  proverb  of  an 
English  lawyer  of  former  day?  be  true,  corporation  moral- 


ity haa  nothing  to  boast  of  vrfien  eempared  with  thitsf  ia* 
dividoals.  But  it  is  said  that,  attowing  that  pubtte  eoQitl- 
ing  offioera  are  genemlly  as  honest  aa  the  offieers  ef  bmla^ 
yet  the  stock  of  the  latter  furnishes  better  secaritj  Qiib  n 
individual  can  offer.  On  this  point  I  am  at  issuswiihthi 
objector,  and  say  that  the  puUie  oifficer  vrill  bs  ibla  t» 
make  the  Government  ae  secure  as  the  banks. 

But,  if  it  wsre  allowed  chat  occasioBal  defooltaMfbtbt 
the  eoneequenee  of  confiding  the  euatody  of  the  |nU» 
money  to  the  coUeeting  officers^  bow  long  weuM  it  bels> 
fore  it  wookl  amount  to  the  loss  and  ineonvenienee  ikedf 
experienced  by  employ  iAg  the  bank%  and  rsosiving  bok 
paper  in  payment  for  publie  landa  before  the  sjilMiif 
caah  payments  was  adopted,  or  the  inconvenisMs  tlmdjf 
experieaoed  within  the  last  five  months,  not  to  117-4* 
yet  it  cannot  be  said—what  fossae  may  in  the  eod  bem* 
tained  in  the  debu  now  due  fay  the  late  deposile  baobt 

When  Mr.  HATVfes  had  taken  his  seat 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Mass.»  rose  and  said:  An  sttnft 
had  been  made  during  the  diseoasions  of  this  scsnoelt 
give  to  the  financial  system  of  this  eountry  a  new  chai»etB» 
an  impresaton  of  novelty,  an  air  of  mystifieatioiL  6«> 
tiemen  who  had  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  disoMMH 
in  this  hall  and  elsewhere,  hsd  spoken  of  an  sKtrwrdiDay 
crisis  in  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  age»  a  devdopaiBBtrf 
principlea  hitherto  unknown  or  not  acted  upon,  sf  ^p*^ 
financial  theorem  or  isine  of  modern  times. 

This  preteneion  seems  to  ase  {wA  Mr.  C.)  to  bs  tD  * 
rogantone,  if  honestly  believed ;  and,  if  not,  tobeiotonM 
solely  to  cover  over  some  meet  singular  changsi  of  opii> 
ion.  Whatever  may  be  the  truth  in  thia  leganl,  esrtiistr 
these  assumptions  have  their  origin  in  an  nndns  Mav 
for  theorising  and  speculating.  I  have  no  antipsdqr  ^^ 
spirit  uf  tUs  kind,  if  kept  within  proper  bounds,  ladip 
plied  to  suitable  abjecta.  In  all  that  can  contribols  ts  M| 
man  happiness,  or  that  may  tend  to  elevats  the  ■— * 
mankind,  I  have  the  atrongest  sympathy  with  tbow  *w 
are  philanthropically  cnga^sd  in  pointing  outs  aevMi 
better  way,  and  for  the  abondant  reaaon  that  thiy  0^ 
giving  their  thoughts  to  what,  unfortunately,  doei  not  it* 
tract  the  universal  or  even  general  interest  of  oar  net. 

But,  in  reference  to  aobjecta  which  are  of  eveiydty^ 
cem,  which  enter  into  the  constant  bnsiness  of  ••■■•f^ 
and  which  form  an  essential  and  prominent  featsre  in  si 
the  alma  and  objects  of  the  industry  of  our  coanliy»  I  dB* 
not  but  look  upon  this  undue  attachment  to  thssiT  >>• 
aore  evil.  The  subject  of  finance  is  peeoliariy  F^^ 
and  minds  of  a  practical  cast  are  almost  the  on^  op*** 
master  iu  detaila,  and  mnet  with  suceess  in  its  V^ 
Whatever  pertains  to  the  finances  of  the  c<wmttV|l«*| 
business,  and  ita  currency,  is  better,  far  better  uiulentoii 
by  men  whose  lives  are  devoted  to  that  business  I7  bmss 
large  and  long-earned  experience,  than  by  any  oieivpw' 
ticians,  however  ingeniooely  or  adroitly  they  mtj  ^'j*'* 
And  certain  itia  that,  in  this  country,  and  in  every  oiw 
where  civilization  and  intelligence  have  teii  tbftriiiini|"' 
wisest,  profonndest,  and  most  suceesslvl  ^■''""'V^ 
been  those  who,  in  their  finsncial  ^^^'"^^'^^^ 
most  extensively  upon  the  resources  and  experiwo*  <"  " 
of  practical  business.  , . . 

The  mingling  of  matteni  of  buaaness  and  of  fioaon"'* 
stitutions  with  partisan  polilica  I  look  npon  i^.^?!^ 
the  very  evil  genius  of  our  country.  It  is  this  wbict^ 
at  the  bottom  of  all  our  troublee  and  distresses  •#  •  pi|P^ 
and  which  causes  the  administration  of  the  OovsrniiMw^ 
be  so  loudly  and  ompbatically  oomptoined  "f  "^^ 
long  as  the  politicians  continue  to  drag  the  ^^.^ 
country  within  the  Tortez  of  politics,  snd  to  "**?v^ 
tary  to  their  own  personal  aggrandixement,  to  '^^L^  i 
unpatriotic  objects,  so  long  will  derangement  tnd  «»^ 
tion  reign  in  both.  .    ^.  ' 

We  were  yesterday  asked  quite  imposnigly  by  «*  1^ 
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tfeoan  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  HtrirrBB,]  why  tiot  cany  that 
ijritafirof  anatysis  and  indaetion  into  finance,  which  has 
tMB  bronght  to  bear  to  aaecaaafaUy  upon  acianee  general- 
\f !  r  have  given,  I  think,  the  true  anawer :  finance  ia 
CMDtially  praetieal ;  in  all  ita  operationa  analyaia  and  in- 
ddctioo  are  neeesearily  and  ineeeaant^jr  at  work. 

With  tneh  viewa,  I  find  no  diillcolty  in  determining 
wfana  U)  look  for  guidance  and  direction  in  all  questions 
comiected  with  currency  and  buaineaa.  There  is  no  safety 
kit  io  the  lessons  of  past  et perience.  And  what  ia  the 
foioe  which  the  experience  of  our  country  utters  upon  thia 
knportsnt  subject  t  If  we  examine  our  paat  history,  we 
Ihtit  find  that  our  financial  ay  stem  haa,  for  the  most  part, 
mifennly  worked  well ;  and  that  nearly  all  our  dorange- 
Mits  ind  embarraaaments  have  arisen  firom  the  obtrusive 
faterfeieiiee  of  pofitica  and  pditiciana.  Legialation  haa 
alviji  been  neceaaary  in  order  to  give  the  country  a  suit- 
iUb  eurrency.  When  thia  haa  been  effected,  and  the  cur- 
Mne^  has  been  auflbred  to  take  ita  own  course,  ami  to  be 
Mgvlitod  by  the  uaages  and  lawa  of  trade  practically  eatab- 
Med,  and  always  nnderatood  by  buameaa  men,  nothing 
ha  ever  bterfered  with  or  interrupted  the  ateady  progress 
•f  both  cttrreocy  and  business,  hut  eome  event,  rarely  oc- 
Hrring,  extraordtBary  in  ita  clmracter  and  overwhelming 
iM  eoRtroUing  in  ita  influence.  In  the  conflicta  of  our 
Mtnlily  with  foreign  aggresaion ;  in  the  festrictiona  upon 
nr  commerce ;  and  in  the  meaaure  of  war,  which  form  a 
Pirtof  oar  past  history,  we  find  examples  of  such  events. 
hMo  Irom  these,  our  prosperity  haa  Keen  uniform,  except 
Men  cheeked  by  oecaaional  am)  ahort-ltved  overaction. 
hk  latter  is  a  state  of  thing i  not  of  very  frequent  occur- 
toee,  which  usually  subsides  rapidly  under  the  unfailing 
l^ntions  of  the  lawa  of  trade  and  the  principlea  of  a  just 
fflitical  economy.  With  these  exceptions,  I  repeat  the 
liportant  lesson  derived  from  our  past  experience,  that  all 
kftrouUes  and  annoyances  have  originated  in  the  unhal- 
Mfc^  connexion  of  politics  anci  business,  for  purposes  of 
loneatary  triumph  to  the  iurmer,  and  with  disaster  to  the 
Mter. 

We  come  to  the  great  question  which  runs  through  the 
Sfeonion  of  all  the  measurea  propoaed  tn  ua  at  this  extra- 
fdinary  aassion.  What  ia  .the  cauae  of  the  embarraea- 
Msti  which  have  now  ao  bmg  afflicted  the  country  ? 

We  are  told  by  the  Preaident,  in  hie  recent  meaaage, 
dai  die  true  cauae  ia  overaction.  I  dhject  to  thia  position, 
bt,  instead  of  beiflg  the  aaaignment  of  a  cause,  it  is  simply 
tetenjent  of  the  fact  in  another  form.  The  country  has 
ifiered,  and  ia  still  suffering,  from  overaction;  that  is, 
^  overtrading  and  overspeculating.  And  the  only 
BCfltion  which  can  aenaibly  be  asked  or  answered  ia,  what 
M  eaoaed  thia  overaction ;  to  what  ia  it  attributable?  Are 
« to  seek  ita  orfgiii  in  the  abandonment  of  those  whole- 
use  lawa  of  trade,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  by 
Id  practical  and  aagacioua  boainesa-men  of  the  community, 
r  it  it  to  be  found  in  the  meaaurea  of  the  administration 
Ma^  the  national  currency  ?  What  induced  the  hordea 
'anxious speculators  to  precipitate  themselves  upon  the 
vat  public  domain  of  the  West  1  What  induced  another 
•at  of  adventurera  to  take  advantage  of  the  boon  popoaed 
r  the  Government,  in  the  extraordinary,  and,  in  some 
an,  moat  indecoroua  and  aervile  scramble  for  the  public 
itaeysl  What  induced  the  unuaual  increase  of  banka, 
1  a  audden,  and  in  defiance  of  that  cautioua  policy  which 
id  ao  long  characterized  the  country  in  the  aaking  and 
anting  of  bunk  charteral  What  induced  the  general 
lah  into  the  btisineas  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  the  un- 
la  importation  of  foreign  commoditiea  ?  What  induced 
e  anomaly  which  we  have  all  witneased  and  wondered 
-^an  extravaganl  demand  for  every  thing,  at  extravagant- 
high  pricea,  and  money  at  the  highest  and  must  ruin- 
laratesi 
Mam  the  true  cause  4:an  be  aacertalned  for  the  evila 
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which  have  so  long  disturbed  the  prosperity  and  deranged 
the  busmeas  of  the  country,  it  ia  obvious  that  those  evils 
cannot  be  remedied  effectually  and  permanently.  If  sim- 
ple overtrading  be  the  cauae,  that  has  not  unfrequently  oc^ 
curred,  and  has  always  readily  yielded  to  the  suggeationa 
of  prudence  and  ordinary  aagacity.  Indeed,  overtrading 
never  causes  more  than  temporary  embarrassment.  If 
nothing  affected  our  general  system  now  but  mere  over- 
trading; if  our  financial  system  were  not  radically  and 
deeply  disordered,  the  discontents  and  distreaaes  of  the 
country  would  long  ere  this  have  paaaed  away  No  one 
haa  the  assurance  to  asaert  a  pretension  of  thia  kind. 

Under  the  operation  of  a  bad,  disjointed,  dislocated  finan- 
cial ayatem,  permanent  prosperity  cannot  revisit  the  coun- 
try. An  apposite  illustration  of  what  I  deem  to  be  xhb 
trutha  now  laid  down  may  be  seen  in  the  present  condition 
of  England,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  Preaident^ 
message. 

The  President  looks  upon  the  state  of  thinga  as  aubatan- 
tially  the  same  in  both  countries.  **  The  causes  of  the 
revulsion  in  both  countries  have  been  aubetanlially  the 
same.*'  8ach  ia  the  language  of  the  mcsaage.  But,  by  a 
singular  fatality,  the  President  venturea  tp  expreas  a  truth, 
within  the  compaaa  of  the  same  paragraph,  whieh  effectu- 
ally overturns  the  fancied  analogy  in  the  causea  of  the  re- 
vulsion in  the  two  countries.  *'Tbe  most  material  differ- 
ence,'' (I  quote  the  words  of  the  message,)  ''between  the 
results  in  the  two  countries  has  only  been,  that  with  ua 
there  has  also  occurred  an  extenaive  derangement  in  thb 
fiscal  affaira  of  the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  occa- 
sioned by  the  suspension  of  specie  payment  by  the  banks.'' 
Why  did  not  the  President  carry  hia  though ta  one  step 
farther ;  why  did  he  not  see  that  the  causes  which  led  t6 
this  suapension  of  specie  payment,  thereby  producing  the 
acknowledged  "  derangement  in  the  fiscal  affairs''  of  thia 
country,  constitute  absolutely  the  whole  that  is  material  to 
the  subject,  and  the  whole  difference  between  the  revul- 
aion  here  and  that  in  England  ?  The  monetary  system  in 
England  has  not,  aa  a  syatem,  been  afi^cted  at  all.  Herb 
the  monetary  system  haa  been  changed  entirely.  Or  rather, 
to  speak  more  accurately,  here  we  have  been  shifted  from 
one  system  to  another — upon  the  explosion  of  one  experi- 
ment, betaking  oursetves  to  another — until  we  have  at  laat 
-arrived  at  the  proposition  immediately  before  us,  the  sub- 
Treasury  or  divorce  hill,  under  which  we  are  to  dispense 
i^iUi  all  ayatem.  Thia  ia  what  ia  vaunted  before  ua  aa  the 
great  theorem  or  isaue  of  modem  times. 

But,  if  the  revulaion  in  England  and  in  our  own  country 
bad  been,  aa  supposed  by  the  President,  substantially  the 
aame,  howhappena  it  that,  whilst  he  was  busied  in  penning 
his  message,  the  revulsion  in  England  should  have  subsi- 
ded, and  businesa  have  resumed  ita  place  !  That  auch  ia 
the  fact,  all  accoonta  now  agree.  And  no  well-informed 
person  can  hesitate  aa  to  the  cause  of  the  embarraannenta  in 
England,  growing,  aa  they  notoriously  did,  out  of  the  con- 
nexion with  American  trade.  The  President,  indeed,  avera 
in  the  message,  '*  that  the  issuea  of  paper  credita  put  in 
circulation  in  England  by  banka  and  in  other  ways  during 
the  yean  1884,  18B5,  and  1836,  will  show  an  augmentation 
of  the  paper  currency  there,  aa  much  dlsproportioned  to  the 
real  wants  of  trade  aa  In  the  United  Sutea."  But  the 
Preaident  gires  no  authority  for  thia  opinion.  And  it  ton- 
fiicta  moat  glaringly  with  official,  and,  therefore,  authentic, 
statements,  furnished  by  the  Bank  of  England,  and  by  afi 
the  other  banka  of  every  description,  upon  thia  subjetr. 
From  these  statements  it  appeara  that  the  whole  amount  of 
circulation  of  the  kind  referred  to  in  the  year  1 834  waa 
£28,568,000;  m  1835,  £28,519,000;  and  in  18t6,  £28- 
875,000;  abowing  an  increase  of  circulation,  }n  the  three 
yean  designated  by  the  Pteahleni,  of  only  a  little  over 
three  hundred  thouaand  pounds ;  whilat,  in  thia  country^ 
within  the  atme  period,  die  bUla  in  eircnletion  had  incieaa* 
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ed  fortj*-five  milliona;  aod  the  loans  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  millions.  The  diflbrenoe  thus  strongly  marked 
between  the  two  countries  arises  from  the  fact  already 
stated ;  a  fact  which  cannot  be  too  often  repeated — that  in 
England  the  financial  system  has  not  been  alfected  as  a 
whole ;  whilst  in  this  country  the  financial  system  has  been 
absolutely  overturned.  And  hence  has  arisen  the  difier- 
ence  in  the  results  between  the  remedies  applied  in  the  two 
countries.  If  we  apply  to  a  disordered  snd.revolutionized 
currency  a  remedy,  as  suggested  by  the  President,  applica- 
ble only  to  a  state  of  overaction,  it  will  turn  out  to  be  in- 
efficacious. We  already  see  that  such  a  remedy  is  utterly 
inefficient.  The  disorder  remains.  The  taint  is  upon  us. 
How  can  successful  business  be  resumed  without  a  sound 
currency  and  a  healthful  system  of  exchanges  1  How  can 
the  country  go  on  without  the  vigor  of  a  permanent  and 
jsccredited  financial  system  1 

The  causes  oi  the  embarrassments  of  the  country  do  then 
force  themselves  upon  us  in  a  way  not  to  be  resisted.  They 
are  written  all  around  us  in  sunbeams.  They  are  neither 
to  lie  evaded  nor  escaped  from.  They  are  impressed  upon 
the  country  in  broad  lines  from  end  to  end.  Every  man  of 
business  in  the  land  liears  the  marks  of  them.  At  morn- 
ing, noon,  and  night,  when  we  lie  down  and  when  we  rise 
up,  they  are  ever  and  most  disastrously  present  to  us.  They 
are  distinctly  traceable  to  the  change,  to  the  entire  revolu- 
tion, of  which  I  have  spoken,  in  our  financial  system.  The 
bankruptcy  of  the  Government,  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
country,  lie  at  the  door  of  the  politicians,  who,  for  their 
own  tdnister  and  selfish  purposes,  have  brought  that  sys- 
tem, the  currency  and  the  business  of  the  country,  into  the 
arena  of  political  warfare.  Here,  in  my  estimation,  is  the 
root  of  the  evil. 

Look  back  at  the  experience  of  our  past  history,  to  which 
I  have  heretofore  adverted,  constituting  the  true  test,  in  a 
special  manner,  of  all  financial  changes.  What  do  we 
learn  in  the  pages  that  immediately  precede  those  which 
are  to  record  this  new  theorem  of  modern  times,  this  entire 
disruption  and  scattering  of  a  currency,  which  bad  carried 
the  country  along  successfully  and  prosperously  1  I  ask 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  look  back  at  the  period  of  twelve 
years,  which  preceded  the  late  administration,  comprising 
the  whole  term  of  service  of  President  Monroe,  and  that  of 
my  venerable  colleague,  [Mr.  Anins.]  In  the  year  1816, 
there  were  two  hundred  and  forty-six  banks,  with  a  capital 
of  nearly  ninety  millions  of  dollars,  and  a  circulation  of 
about  sixty -eight  millions.  In  1820,  there  were  308  bank% 
with  a  capital,  including  the  United  8tates  Bank,  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  millions.  In  1830,  there  were 
three  hundred  and  thirty  banks,  with  a  capital  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  millions,  and  a  circulation  of  sixty  •one 
millions.  During  the  whole  period,  then,  from  1816  to 
1830,  being  fourteen  years,  there  was  an  increase  of  eighty- 
four  banks,  with  an  increase  of  fifty-five  millions  of  capital; 
of  which  thirty-five  millions  belonged  to  the  United  States 
Bank;  but  at  the  same  time  there  was  a  diminution  of  cir- 
culation from  sixty-eight  down  to  sixty  one  millions. 

8uch  was  the  state  of  the  banking  system  under  Mr. 
Monroe  and  Mr.  Adams.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
period  there  was  great  embarraasment  all  over  the  land, 
similar  to  that  which  now  exists.  In  1816,  a  national 
bank  was  chartered.  In  commencing  the  operations  of 
that  bank,  there  was  much  bad  management,  and  the  con- 
sequences were  unfavorable  to  the  business  of  the  country : 
out  these  difficulties  soon  disappeared  under  the  superior 
skill  of  new  managers.  And  the  whole  period  was  marked 
by  unusual  commercial  prosperity,  although  unfortunate 
cotton  spaculations,  and  the  agitation  of  the  tariff  contro- 
versy, were  distinctive  features  of  it. 

It  is  remaikable,  too,  that,  during  this  period,  no  com- 
plaint whatever  was  uttered  from  any  quarter  against  the 
canenoy  or  tha  banking  system.     The  business  of  the 


country  went  on  without  intemipti«n»  except  fion  oa 
fional  ill-judged  speculationa  or  overtraiUiig,  lanafi 
distinctive  mark,  except  as  matter  of  historical  icm 
branch.  In  addition  to  tftis,  and  as  coofirmatsrj  of 
another  remark  may  be  made,  that  the  financial  i^ 
was  kept  entirely  detached  from  the  politics  of  the  oouh 
the  politicians  interfeced  not  at  all  with  it;  and  in  en 
was  therefore  an  undisturbed  one,  answeriog •  ihi  f 
purposes  of  all  financial  aystams,  benefitiog  the  pa^ 
promoting  industry,  awakening  well  directed  catcifd 
and  therefore  reflecting  credit  upon  the  Govenaoi^BL 

Immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  period  cnln 
within  the  comments  I  have  now  aubmittcd  to  the  csbo 
tee,  a  new  order  of  things  arose.  The  cosntiy  aw  ii 
aUle  of  unequalled  tranquillity  in  all  iU  promioeBt  wk 
eats.  The  excitements  of  party  had  been,  and  cooaw 
to  b^  animated  and  bristling:  but  the  bttnncii  of  i 
country  was  suoeessfully  pursued  in  all  its  aocaM 
chanueU.  But,  with  a  new  administfation,  new  bmij 
found  their  way  into  the  public  councils.  Advaoti 
were  numerous:  the  appetite  for  distinction,  foraffie^l 
more  especially  for  money,  became  unappeasable.  H 
cians  rose  up  in  myriada  of  swarma.  If  the  jxcMoti 
ment  would  not  suffice  to  provide  them  with  theddi 
rewanls  and  spoils  of  victory,  the  future  was  drasv  ^ 
and  partisanship  scented  its  prey  in  every  svaoaf  lodl 
path  that  led  to  game  to  be  run  down.  Thus  ««^' 
of  political  arairation  immensely  widened.  ^^'H^ 
great  vortex  of  party  politics  were  abeorbed,  one  aftirf 
ther,  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  Nothiof  o^ 
that  could  by  any  possibility  minister  to  the  bcpei  tfj 
cupidity  of  politicisns.  And  thus  was  it  that  the  b«i| 
interests,  the  financial  systems,  the  moneyed  in^tuVj 
gradually  and  successively  isX\  before  the  destroyer.  I 
and  all  surrendered,  or  were  trodden  down  beneitkj 
tread  of  the  political  war-horse.  In  this  way  wai  jn^ 
ted  the  United  Butea  Bank.  For  the  purpMMt«fai( 
have  now  indicated  to  the  committee,  were  tbe  (Ml 
moneys  of  the  United  Sutes  wrenched  from  tbrir  J 
depository,  and  thrown  down  at  the  feet  of  ths  politic 

These  evenU,  the  first  in  that  train  of  meatarttil 
have  led  to  the  existing  embarraaaraents  of  tbe  ccj 
occurred  about  four  years  ago.  Against  these  nM^ 
in  their  inception,  my  venerable  colleague  [Mr.  SM 
raised  his  warning  voice.  Intimately  connected  m  ^ 
been  with  the  preceding  policy  of  the  country,  veUN 
his  judgment  be  taken  as  oracular.  Unfortunttely,  ^' 
disregarded  and  set  at  naught. 

And  what  was  the  progress,  whst'were  tbe  conieqMI 
of  these  measures ;  especially  of  the  transfer  of  tbe  p4 
moneys  to  tha  new  lesgue  or  coalition  of  State  ioiiitat4 
A  general  movement  was  made  to  obtain  a  sbu*  4 
division  and  distribution.  The  appeals  which  vo*  ' 
to  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  insde 'J 
agents"  of  the  Government,  are  many  of  them  ^^, 
upon  our  legislative  records;  and  they  evince,  j" ^' 
instances,  a  cringing  servility,  at  war  with  all  joi^i^ 
republican  dignity  and  independence.  The  reoioni' 
effected  under  the  dicUtion  of  that  extraordinary  ^^\ 
haa  but  recently  descended  from  the  Presidency-  ^ 
public  moneys  were  distributed  throughout  the  cow 
end,  under  the  repeated  injunctions  of  the  '^'''*°^ 
partment,  founded  upon  the  instructions  of  the  Pr<*"| 
^hich  I  shall  not  stop  to  collate  or  refer  to  more  p^ 
larly,  the  chneen  banks  were  directed  to  um  those  dm 
for  the  public  accommodstinn  in  every  variety  oi  * 
And  so  were  they  used ;  they  were  carried  into  «* 
branch  of  business,  regular  and  speculative.  Tbry  • 
absorbed  in  the  speculations  in  the  public  lamv; « 
formed  the  nucleus  for  the  erection  of  new  baoki ; 
were  aooght  alUr  with  avidity  by  partisans;  tbeyM 
thair  way  wherever  money  can  go^  and  fM  sU  |muF^ 
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vliieh  money  can  be  applied.  In  the  general  Bcrtmble  for 
die  meuis  of  speculation,  bank  rose  into  existence  upon 
biBk,  ind  incredible  was  the  rapidity  with  which  these 
noneys  perfornied  their  circuit  through  the  routine  of 
biab,  land  offices,  and  the  counters  of  the  receivers. 

And  what  is  the  exhibit  which  sober  and  undisputed 
AeU  pieKnt  to  us,  of  the  state  of  onr  financial  affairs  with- 
io  Mveo  years  from  the  close  of  the  period  of  which  I  have 
dMdy  given  an  account  1  The  report  of  the  Secretary 
4  the  Treasury  has  been  placed  before  ns,  furnishing  an 
■iple  view  of  the  banking  instil  utions  of  the  country  up 
b  Dsceober,  1836.  From  that  report,  we  learn  that  at 
hi  inert  period  to  which  the  report  is  brought  down,  tibere 
sera  8S3  lianks  in  the  country,  including  146  branches ; 
■d  that  the  capital  amounted  to  more  than  three  hundred 
■d  wvsDty-eight  millions ;  and  the  dreulatton  to  more 
In  one  hundred  and  eighty>five  millions.  Here  is  an 
ICKM,  in  a  little  less  than  aeven  years,  of  nearly  five 
bndred  banks— of  more  than  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
htt  oullions  of  capital— -und  of  more  than  one  hundred 
■d  twenty -four  millions  of  circulation.  There  are  now 
midcrably  more  than  twice  as  many  banks  as  there  were 
1 1830,  Marly  three  times  as  much  capital,  and  more  than 
bee  timss  as  much  circulation. 

This  increase  of  banking  fadlitiea,  for  which  it  would 
jidiflicDlt  if  not  impossible  to  find  a  parallel,  commenced 
■mediately  afler  the  first  attack  upoii  the  old  and  long- 
toediied  financial  system  of  the  country.  But  the  hrger 
p9wth  of  this  nmk  crop  of  banks  was  subsequent  to  that 
Nlationary  measure,  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  The 
■king  capital  created  within  the  last  seven  years  is  great- 
Ithin  all  the  banking  capital  created  during  the  whole  an- 
Nor  period  of  our  history.  How  could  such  a  state  of  in- 
jfan  and  excess  long  exist  without  being  felt  through 
my  part  and  parcel  of  the  business  of  the  countiy  1  Shall 
t  he  amosed  with  speculative  notions  about  overtrading, 
ihcD  to  exhibit  like  this  is  staring  us  in  the  face  1  If  the 
Ment  wishes  for  an  example  of  the  ovetuetion  of  which 
I  epeaki  in  his  meaaaage,  here  it  is— ibe  concomitant  and 
MKquenoe  of  that  &tal  measure,  the  tranafcr  of  the  pub- 
i  fuklt^  to  which  be  gave  his  atrennous  counsels  and  ad- 
^  If  overaction,  overtrading,  overspeculation  ever  ex- 
Mf  they  are  to  be  found  in  this  inflated,  overcharged, 
id  now  exploded  system  of  banking,  whidi  the  counsels 
id  tottmetions  of  the  last  and  present  administrations  of 
it  General  Government  substituted  for  the  system  which 
XMeded  it  I  do  noi  intend  to  say,  or  wish  to  be  under- 
fed u  implying,  thftt  this  extraordinary  course  of  meas- 
M  wai  entered  upon  with  a  view  to  the  result  now  man- 
Mei  It  is  unnecessary  to  take  this*  ground,  could  it  be 
iiatiined.  I  impeach  not  motives.  I  inquire  for  facts, 
^ilh  these  facts,  well  authenticated,  f  go  wherever  truth 
ffl  iead  me.  No  one,  it  seems  to  me,  can  shut  his  eyes 
^  the  fact,  the  pre-eminent  fact,  that  here,  in  this  inor- 
Mte  stimulus  to  banking— this  furnishing  of  means  with- 
tt  itint,  limitation,  or  caution— is  to  be  found  the  cause 
^ti»  excesNs  which  have  been  indulged  in ;  of  the  over- 
!^  which  has  gorged  every  channel  of  buainesa;  and  of 
•  disiiiers  which  have  bowed  down  the  country  under  a 
>^  too  heavy  to  be  borne. 

A  member  frem  Ohio  [Mr.  Hav»]  has  said  that  the 
feign  debt,  which  he  estimates  at  thirty  millions,  together' 
Mh  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  are,  in  his 
•«i  the  true  causes  of  the  troubles  which  have  afflicted 
» oonntry.  And  he  asks,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  did 
eneral  Jackson,  did  Mr.  Van  Buren,  did  the  friends  of 
«  pest  or  present  administrstion,  either  or  all  of  them, 
dace  that  debt  to  be  incurrM  1  I  answer,  unhesitatingly, 
^aoie  I  answer  upon  the  solid  foundation  of  facts,  they 
Of  each  and  all  of  tliem.  Has  that  sentleman  examined 
"  esarse,  the  progress  of  that  debt  ?  I  apprehend,  if  he 
Id  done  so,  he  would  have  discoverrd  some  facts  suffi- 


cient to  lead  him  to  doubt  the  policy  of  some  measures  of 
the  last  few  years,  to  which  he  has  given,  if  I  mistake  not, 
his  vigorous  aid.  During  the  year  in  which  the  celebrated 
tariff  compromise  bill  was  adopted,  the  imports  of  free 
goods  into  the  United  States  amounted  to  about  sixteen 
millions  of  dollara.  According  to  the  last  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  giving  statements  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  tike  country  for  the  last  year, 
the  amount  of  free  goods  imported  had  risen  in  their  esti- 
mated value  to  more  than  ninety-two  millions  of  dollurs. 
During  the  same  year  the  whole  imports  of  every  descrip- 
tion amounted  to  nearly  one  hundred  and  ninety  millions 
of  dollara.  The  import  of  goods  <<free  of  duty,"  there- 
fore, was  equal,  very  nearly,  to  one-half  of  the  whole  im- 
portation of  the  year ;  and  the  difference  between  the  im- 
ports and  exports  was  over  sixty-one  millions — the  balance 
of  the  former  over  the  latter. 

Now,  how  will  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  account  for 
this  extraordinary  increase  of  goods  imported  '*free  of 
duty,"  within  the  short  period  of  about  three  yeara,  upon 
any  other  ground  than  that  of  the  incessant  attacks  which 
have  been  annually  made  upon  the  compromise  bill  1  It 
has  been  the  policy  of  the  administration  to  take  off  the 
duties  from  all  goods,  the  importation  of  which,  it  was  sup- 
posed, would  not  directly  interfere  with  the  products  of 
American  industry.  But  the  indirect  interference  doew 
not  seem  to  have  been  cared  for.  This  has  Induced  tlte 
importer  to  glut  the  American  market  with  cheap  foreign 
fabrics  and  products :  and  the  direct  attacks  which  have 
been  made  upon  the  system,  from  year  to  year,  have  had 
a  tendency  at  the  same  time  to  paralyze  our  own  manu- 
facturera.  And  then,  striking  in  unfortunately  with  this 
policy,  there  has  boen  the  extraordinary  facility  for  obtain- 
ing means  and  credit  to  carry  on  the  foreign  trade,  since 
the  removal  of  the  depositee :  for  since  that  event  it  is  that 
the  principal  part  of  the  enormous  increase  of  free  goods 
imported  has  taken  place.  I  repeat,  then,  that  the  foreign 
debt  has  been  incurred  under  the  inducements  held  forth 
by  this  incautious  policy  of  the  administration.  And  thus 
it  is  that  the  overtrading  of  the  merchants,  about  which 
so  much  has  beei\said,  and  so  vaguely  said  too,  lies  at  the 
door  of  the  past  and  present  administrations,  and  is' trace- 
able, with  great  directness,  to  the  breaking  up  of  our  old 
financial  system. 

I  find  myself  fully  sustained  in  the  view  which  an  ad- 
herence to  facts  compels  me  to  take  of  the  causes  of  the 
existing  disastera,  by  a  recurrence  to  a  very  absorbing  and 
interesting  topic — the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  For  a  con- 
siderable number  of  yeara  anterior  to  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  the  income  accruing  from  the  sales  of  the  nation- 
al domain  averaged,  annually,  not  more  than  two  millions 
of  dollara.  Immediately  upon  the  great  change  effected 
by  that  extraordinary  measure  of  General  Jackson,  we 
find  a  rapid  and  surtUng  increase  in  those  sales ;  so  that, 
in  the  three  yeara  following  that  event,  the  increase  from 
this  souree  amounted  on  an  average  to  fifteen  millions  a 
year.  In  the  year  1886,  the  amount  was  considerably  over 
twenty  millions.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  during  the  pe- 
riod which  intervened  between  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
and  another  great  event,  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  rev- 
enue among  the  States,  were  more  than  equivalent  to  the 
whole  amount  set  apart  for  deposite  under  the  provision 
of  the  distribution  act. 

The  committee  will  sre,  therefore,  that  but  for  the  im- 
pulse which  was  given  to  the  spirit  of  speculation  by  the 
transfer  of  the  public  funds  from  their  legal  depository  to 
those  points  from  which  money  accommodations  were  ad- 
viaedly  urged  upon  the  public,  no  surplus  revenue  would 
have  accrued  for  distribution.  But  as  soon  as  the  public 
funds  were  withdrawn  from  the  influence  of  that  financial 
system  which,  through  all  the  reverses  consequent  upon 
OTertrading  and   overepeculating,  had  kept  the  machinery 
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of  batinoM  vteady  and  well-ordered,  a  revolaUon  follow- 
ed which  di^ointed  every  things,  diverting  business  from 
its  fixed  orbit,  and  giving  a  wild  and  erratic  play  to  that 
headlong  mania  for  speculation,  which  absorbed  all  and 
controlled  all,  until  itself  finally  exploded.  Nor  is  it  to  be 
concealed,  nor  can  it  be  denied,  because  the  records  of  this 
House  bear  the  proof,  that  the  politicians,  the  partisans, 
were  most  eager,  most  importunate  in  pursuit  of  those 
means  of  speculation. 

Nor  can  it  be  irrelevant  here  to  remind  some  members  of 
the  committee,  especially  the  gentleman  [Mr.  PicKiirs,  of 
8.  C]  who  opened  the  debate  upon  the  bill  immedistely 
before  us  with  so  much  earnestness  and  vehemence,  that, 
from  the  statement  I  have  now  made,  it  follows,  most  con- 
clusively, that  the  tariff  system  is  nnt  to  be  held  account- 
able or  chargeable  as  the  cause  of  the  extraordinary  sur- 
plus, so  uniTersally  and  so  justly  deplored.  Such  an  opin- 
ion has  been  advanced,  over  and  over  again,  and  is  relied 
upon  as  furnishing  a  stable  reason  for  frittering  away,  in 
detail,  the  good  dEfects  contemplated  by  the  celebrated  com- 
promise. I  have  already  commented  upon  the  facts,  which 
show  indisputably,  the  impolicy  of  the  attempt  to  interfere 
with  the  just  operation  of  that  compromise.  That  impolicy 
is  still  more  convincingly  manifested  by  the  facts,  now  pre* 
■ented  to  the  committee,  which  point  to  the  true  origin  of 
the  surplus  revenue.  The  public  domain^  has  been  the 
great  field  of  speculation ;  and  the  excessive'banking,  con- 
s^uenl  upon  the  removal  of  the  depositee,  and  principally 
warmed  into  existence  by  that  measure,  has  poured  forth 
the  overshadowing  means  by  which  that  speculation  was 
conducted. 

I  am  still  further  fortified  in  the  position  I  have  taken, 
and  the  opinions  I  entertain  concerning  the  caasea  of  the 
embarrassments  of  the  country,  by  a  consideration  of  the 
effects  of  the  immense  importations  of  specie,  which  have 
been  the  theme  of  so  much  self-gtorificatioa.  It  is  unne* 
eessary  here  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  for  an  ample 
specie  baais  for  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country. 
Such  a  basis  is  indispenaable,  and  never  can,  without  crimi- 
nal neglect,  be  overlooked  by  any  prudent  and  watchful 
administration  of  the  Government.  But  Ihe  idea  of  forcing 
a  circulation  of  specie  in  any  one  country,  whilst  the  sup- 
ply of  the  precious  metals  for  all  is  extremely  limited,  can- 
not be  sustained  for  a  moment  upon  any  sound  notions  of 
public  economy.  A  circumscribed  medium  exclusively  of 
specie  may  be  imposed,  and  carried  out  perhaps,  but  it  must 
b«  at  the  risk  of  sacrificing  or  overturning  the  great  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  country,  and  of  throwing  the  limited 
business  that  may  remain  into  the  hands  of  a  monopolizing 
few.  -^ 

The  excessive  importations  of  specie  by  the  last  admin- 
istration, at  a  time  when  the  balance  of  trade  was  largely 
against  us,  and  a  very  Urge  foreign  debt  was  outstanding, 
militated  most  strikingly  against  all  the  acknowledged  laws 
of  trade.  And  this,  in  connexion  with  the  Treasury  order 
or  specie  circular,  as  it  has  usually  been  termed,  hastened 
the  approach  of  that  financial  crisis,  which,  without  the 
powerful  and  electric  aid  of  these  causes,  might  have  been 
■longer  postponed,  but,  in  all  probability,  could  have  been 
avoided.  The  drain  of  specie  from  the  East  deeply  af- 
fected all  the  operations  of  business  which  are  there  con- 
centrsted ;  and  the  fountains  of  our  whole  system  were 
th«is  broken  up.  Vast  as  have  been  the  importations  of 
apecie  from  abroad,  did  that  specie  enter  into  the  circula- 
tion of  the  country  ?  Were  the  promises  concerning  it  at 
all  fulfilled  ?  Have  not  those  promises  long  been  the  by- 
word and  jest  of  the  scoroer  ?  And  are  not  the  precious 
metals  banished  from  among  us  so  far  as  the  purposes  of 
circulation  are  concerned  1 

This  was  most  certainly  true  long  before  the  crisis  ar- 
rived. Instead  of  enlarging  the  circuLtting  medium  of  the 
country  in  any  essential  degree,  the  imported  specie  was 


employed  most  extensively  in  forming  the  basis  uf  vm 
and  increased  banking  operations.  And  thus,  what  wi 
probably  well  intended  theoretically  by  the  Govenimcn 
operated  to  defeat  the  very  object  which  the  Govenuna 
professed  to  have  in  view.  We  are  not  to  forget,  howevc 
that  this  very  rage  for  banking,  which  in  this  mannier  i 
sadly  crossed  the  path  of  the  late  administratioD,  grew  < 
under  the  fostering  and  nurturing  of  its  own  Dea>uiiea.  J 
this  fact  we  have  an  illustration,  that  ought  not  to  be  k 
upon  us,  of  the  extreme  hazard  which  is  always  incon 
by  a  violent  snd  uncalled-for  tnterfence  with  a  salgsct.  i 
sensitive  and  delicate  as  the  currenqr  of  a  country. 

I  have  now  gone  through,  succinctly,  the  constdentii 
I  intended  of  the  causes  which  have  conspired  to  faring  tj 
country  to  its  present  disastrous  condiiion.  I  am  unal 
to  avoid  the  conclusion — t^my  mind  it  is  as  ready  as  il 
irresistible^that  these  causes  have  led  directly  to  ib 
overaction^  which  i«  the  genuine  manifestation  or  devch 
ment  of  the  disease  with  which  the  country  is  affiten 
And  what  has  been  the  result  1  What  has  bran  the  wia 
ing  up  of  that  long  train  of  measures,  violently  entered  ^ 
on,  and  eneigetically  pursued,  which  muat»  in  all  tinaj 
come,  hold  up  Andrew  Jackson  to  the  coanlry  as  no  eq 
nary  man  ?  The  result  is  stamped  upon  tha  couatiy ; 
deep  and  broad  traces.  The  winding  up  of  this  expei 
meut  of  a  new  and  better  currency  baa  ingulfed  Geraa 
ment  and  people  in  one  common  bankruptcy.  Thscaaai 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  opened  throughout  the  land 
boundless  field  of  credit,  accessible  through  myriads  of  i 
enues  to  the  loweat  and  obscurest  spots.  Every  descripli 
of  business  felt  the  effects  of  (his  overshadowing  eicdi| 
to  such  a  degree,  indeed,  that,  during  the  period  to  vl^ 
I  have  referred,  the  amount  of  all  kinda  of  transactions! 
been  estimated  to  transcend  five  hundred  millions  of  d 
lars.  And  when,  at  longth,  the  experiment  ran  oat,^ 
the  catastrophe  came,  the  country  was  found,  andstiiJ 
maini^  with  its  oommerce  prostrated,  industry  at  a  ttn^ 
the  banks  unable  to  redeem  their  bills,  and  the  GoHi 
ment  rich  only  in  unavailable  means. 

The  Government  and  the  people  being  Ukoe  alike  i 
barrasssd  and  paralysed,  it  would  seem  to  be  the  didtta 
ordinary  wisdom  that  they  should  make  conunon  cMI 
and  breast  theroselvea  together  against  the  stonn*  Ei| 
daily  would  it  very  naturally  be  expected  of  the  Gam 
ment  that  they  should  not  abandon  the  people,  and  ttA 
find  refuge  and  safety  for  themselveB  alone.  Their  Ml 
urea  having  prostrated  both  in  a  common  calami^,  i 
country  had  a  right  to  look  for  peculiar  favor  in  any  « 
templated  schemes  of  relief.  The  measures  whidi  hi 
brought  about  this  deplorable  state  of  things  were  ari 
asked  for  by  the  people.  They  never  petitioned  fti 
change  in  the  financial  system  of  the  country.  They  M 
er  even  complained  of  the  operation  of  that  system.  * 
far  as  their  opinions  and  wishes  can  be  gathered  frosn  I 
representations  of  their  agents  upon  this  floor,  in  this  I 
House  of  the  people,  they  were  contented  with  thints 
they  were.  It  is  historically  true,  that  all  the  renaiM 
and  extraordinary  measures  on  which  I  have  oommsaM 
met,  when  proposed,  the  signal  rebuke  of  the  lepiesfll 
tives  of  the  people.  The  two  measurse  most  decisive^  < 
fective,  and  revolutionary  in  their  character  and  tendeBCji 
the  removal  of  the  depositee,  and  the  Treasury  order, 
specie  circular — have  never  obtained  any 'favor  within  tbi 
walla.  They  have  been  sustained,  and  the  latter  n  i 
sustained,  against  the  will  of  the  people.  Emphaticsllj 
this  true,  and  not  to  be  denied. 

With  what  facet  then,  ean  the  Government  acdc  rslii 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  great  mass  of  the  oountiy  1  Wl 
shall  those  who  have  devised,  counseled,  advocated,  a 
adopted  the  measures  which  have  resulted  in  a  (hprsdsfe 
currency,  be  relieved  from  the  inequalities  of  thai  cane 
cy ;  whilst  the  people,  who,  to  say  the  least,  have  be 
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pi«ive  IB  ngtn)  to  thoie  meaturait  are  left  alone  to  reap 
iBd  Mjejr  Um  hanrast  of  Uiair  biltar  fruita  ? 

Bat  it  if  aiid  thai  two  of  (ha  billa  before  na  are  apectally 
iolnded  fur  the  relief  of  the  country  :  the  otte  authorising 
a  farther  poacponemetit  of  paymeat  upon  doty  bonda ;  and 
Ihe  mber  to  adjusi  the  remaining  claims  upon  the  late  de- 
pMta  banka.  If  there  be  relief  in  tbeae  billa,  it  ia  obvioua 
ID  remtik  that  it  ia  eztremely  limited  in  ita  aeope.  But 
vIoM  it  the  sole  tntereat  to  be  aecured,  if  it  can  be  aecu* 
iri,  by  ihfae  billa  1  la  it  not  the  GoTerament'a  1  By 
pmo^  iti  debtora,  the  merehanta  and  the  Sotithweatorn 
knkis  the  Gfo^rnroent  may  lose  ail ;  by  granting  ao  ex* 
iMMfln  of  time,  all  may  be  aaved. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  have  reported  three 
UIK  hi  oonfbrmity  with  the  recommendatlone  of  the  Exee- 
lfi«^  and  growing  out  of  the  relatione  of  the  Government 
to  tht  ditaalera  which  have  befallen  the  counUy.  The  fimi 
popowt  to  poMpone  the  fourth  inatalinent  of  depoaito  with 
thi  8iatM ;  the  aecond  authoriiea  the  iaauing  of  ten  mil- 
fini  of  TWsury  noiee;  the  third  ia  a  bill  to  impoee  ad- 
iliooal  dottea  aa  depoeitariiBa  on  public  ofiicera.  The  ope- 
MOD  of  all  tbeae  billa  baa  distinct  reference  to  the  Govern - 
■mU.  The  same  eommiitee  also  reportod  a  raaolotion, 
Mtfinjr  it  "inexpedient  to  charter  a  national  bank."  I 
«M  debaned  from  the  eipreaaion  of  my  opiniona  upon  thia 
pofMition,  after  having  riaen  to  atidreaa  the  Houae,  by  the 
•paition  of  the  previous  questions-thai  convenient  piece 
if  maehinery  to  check  debato,  but  applied  ao  only  in  thia 
Ae  freeit  Government  in  the  world.  That  propoeition  is 
M  of  the  three  connected  with  the  c^at  question  of  the 
ttreocy,  to  which  our  atteation  baa  been  directed.  I 
^M  igaiDst  it  diatinctty  upon  the  ground  of  ita  being  bald 
■d  abttract  in  ito  torma.  I  voted  against  it  upon  another 
#Band— because  it  negatived  the  only  wiabee  or  opiniona 
*4ieh  have  come  before  ua  by  petition  from  the  people. 
We  have  the  aub-Treaaury  aeheme  auggeated  to  ua  by  the 
'iMdent;  we  have  a  new  modelling  of  the  depoaito  bank 
9>^  preaented  by  a  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Gau- 
<>^a.]  The  pioposifion  for  a  national  bank  ilnda  ita  way 
tow  only  through  numerous  and  raapectfnl  petiiiona.  I 
M  onirilliDg  to  thruataaide  uneeremonioualy  a  propoeition 
h  which  the  people  have  invited  oar  attention.  I  ahould 
^  vnwilling  to  diapoee  of  any  aeheme,  even  that  of  the 
MlhTveafary,  in  ao  summary  a  manner.  I  would  receive 
*i  eatertain  aH  of  them  ;  I  would  reject  no  one,  until  it 
*ii  hid  before  ua  in  proper  form  and  features,  that  we 
^hi  examine  it  in  its  practical  detaila,  and  judge  of  it 
vttit  pndsion.  I  know  not  that  I  ahould  vote  for  a  bill  to 
^^r  a  naiioRal  bank.  I  have  no  conatitutional  difHcul- 
^  in  regard  to  it ;  but  I  should  seek  to  have  it  well  guard- 
ed tad  secured  at  all  pointa,  especially,  aa  for  ea  possible^ 
Jiuait  the  machtnationa  of  partiaan  politicians — the  root, 
MB  fraitful  source,  aa  I  verily  believe,  of  all  the  troubles 
«»i  tiBict  the  country. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  adminiatration  having  deter- 
itioed  to  shape  their  policy,  under  the  new  and  extraor- 
^^^  eircomstancee  of  the  country,  with  special  reference 
^  themselves  and  to  their  own  distinct  interests,  let  ua  look 
*tlhe  measures  suggested  for  our  consideration. 

We  have  a  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the 
*Brpfait  levenue.  I  oppoaed  that  bill  in  the  committee.  I 
M  record  ray  vote  againat  it,  in  whatever  ahape  it  may 
^^^  Qp.  In  the  preacnt  condition  of  the  country,  the 
P^yoMat  uf  that  instalment,  amounting  to  nearly  ton  mtl- 
Hons  of  dollara,  would  0|jerate  to  that  extent  advantage- 
^ly  to  the  people.  I  am  unable  to  see  the  necessity  for 
^  postponement.  I  have  carefully  examined  the  report 
^  tba  Secretory  of  the  Treasury  on  the  finaneea ;  I  have 
^ined  all  the  subsidiary  and  "  verified"  statements  that 
^l^beea  laid  before  us  from  various  quarters.  If  the  de- 
"0«cy  supposed  by  the  Secretory  were  susceptible  of  dear 
Pvorn,  that  proof  ought  to  be  on  our  tables.     I  have  not 


it  If  it  exiat,  it  can  be  ahown  by  that  which  doea 
not  lie :  it  ia  a  matter  of  figurea.  I  ahall  not  follow  the 
stopa  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  addreased  the  committee 
in  thia  particttlar,  by  going  into  the  detaiUi  upon  tbia  auh- 
jeet.  The  task  is  irksome.  I  agree  fully  with  moat  who 
have  preceded  me,  that  a  clear  caae  haa  not  bcMi  made  out 
l>y  the  Secretary.  Mo  one  can  doubt  that  Ihe  Treaaury  ia 
in  an  embarraaaed  condition :  the  mismanagement  of  the 
finaooesaad  the  disruption  of  our  whole  ayatom  oould  not 
but  throw  our  exchequer  into  utter  confuaion.  That  ia  the 
evil  under  which  we  are  laboring.  Confuaion  reigna 
through  every  department  of  finance  and  bnaineas.  Hence 
arises  the  uniatelligibie  exhibit  which  haa  been  made  \y^ 
the  Secretary.  In  the  depoaito  banka  there  remaina  a  bal- 
ance greater  than  the  amount  of  the  fourth  inatolment. 
Very  many  of  the  Sutea  could  and  would  make  an  ar- 
rangement with  thoee  banka  for  their  proportion  of  that 
inatolment,  which  would  be  beneficial  to  the  banka,  aatis- 
factory  to  the  Stotea,  and  tond  to  the  relief  of  the  Govern- 
ment. To  those  Stotea  which,  from  their  relative  position, 
oould  not  enter  into  aucL  arrangementa,  drafu,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Secretary,  « drawn,  but  not  yet  paid,  though 
payable,"  and  therefore,  in  the  view  of  the  Government, 
equivalent  to  apecie,  would  luUy  anawer  the  purpoee.  In 
whatever  light  I  regard  this  aubject,  it  aeems  to  me  to  be 
'demanded,  by  every  consideration  that  can  enter  into  a 
sound  and  juat  policy,  to  pa/  over  the  fourth  inatolment  to 
the  Slatos,  even  at  the  hazard  oi  some  inconvenience  and 
even  aacrifice. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  isaue  of  Treaaury  notea  to  the 
amoantof  ton  milhona  I  oppoae  ;  beoauae  i  deem  the  prop- 
oeition, if  not  unconstitutional  acoording  to  the  recently 
avowed  opinion  of  General  Jackaon*  certainly  fraught  with 
the  greateat  hazard,  and  of  dangeroua  tendency  aa  a  money 
neaaure  or  experiment  oi  the  Government.  It  ia  a  bad 
piuoedent  to  eatabliah :  it  haa  once  only  been  reaorted  to 
in  the  biatory  of  the  past,  and  then  ia  the  extraordinary 
emergeney  of  war.  It  is  a  scheme  which  furnishes  too 
great  fooiUty  for  money  making  to  any  adminiatration.  It 
ia  a  power  too  eaay  to  be  perverted ;  and  the  exerciae  of  it 
ia  inconsistent  with  the  simplicity  of  republican  inatitutione. 
Surrender  thia  power  aa  a  matter  of  ordinary  legislation ; 
connect  with  it  the  proposed  system  of  sob'Treaauriea,  de* 
signaling  the  kind  of  ourrency  which  the  Government  ia 
to  demand,  and  you  fix  upon  the  country  at  once  a  Trea- 
sury bank  in  ito  worst  form.  1  cannot  shut  my  eyes  upon 
tbtf  auggastion  which  haa  been  made  in  another  branch  by 
a  diatinguiahed  and  now  willing  advocate  of  all  theae  roea* 
suree,  that  the  Government  ought  to  provide  for  an  emia- 
aion  of  paper  money,  declaring  hia  opinion  at  the  aame 
time  that  inconvertible  paper  doea  not  constituto  a  suiteUa 
currency.  I  believe  the  same  opinion  has  been  avowed 
during  the  debato  in  this  House.  Such  a  proposition  would 
carry  ua  back  at  once  to  the  old  oontinentel  money :  ao 
monatrous  a  proposition  shows  moat  convincingly  the  dan- 
geroua career  we  have  before  ua,  in  conaequence  of  depart- 
ing from  a  financial  ayatem  that  had  been  reared  upon  tho 
foundation  of  a  long  and  aucceasful  experience. 

I  have  voted,  sir,  in  favor  of  an  amendment  of  Ihe  Trea-r 
sury  note  bill,  to  authorize  the  Government  to  raise,  by 
loan,  auch  sum  of  money  as  the  actual  wanto  of  the  Trea- 
sury demanded.  That  is  the  mode  of  raising  money  which 
the  constitution  has  designated.  '<  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  borrow  money  on  the  cre^Jit  of  the  United  Stotea." 
I  aee  no  reason  for  departing  from  this  plain  requisition  of 
the  constitution.  I  soe  every  reason,  in  the  avowed  and 
obvious  dispoaition  of  the  Government  to  reaort  to  expori- 
ments,  why  we  ahould  adhere  strictly  and  guardedly  to 
such  a  requisition.  1  repeat,-  air,  that  I  am  willing  to  vote 
for  any  sum  of  money  that  shall  be  needed  to  relieve  the 
Government  from  itsembarras^monls;  but  I  am  not  willing 
to  do  so  in  any  way  but  that  which  shall  be  clear,  safe. 
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and  in  accordtDce  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  const!- 
tntiott. 

The  sob-Treasury  scheme,  or  bill  imposing  additional 
duties  as  depositaries  on  public  officers,  is  confessedly  the 
leading  and  distinguishing  measure  of  tbe  session.  It  has 
been  characterized,  and  I  think  justly,  as  a  proposition 
to  detach  the  interests  of  the  Government  from  those  of 
the  people ;  to  give  to  the  Government  a  «  better  currency, " 
and  to  the  people  such  a  one  as  they  shall  foel  willing,  or 
be  compelled,  to  content  themselves  with.  This  represen- 
tation, I  know,  has  been  denounced,  as  if  it  were  inten- 
tionally used  as  the  watchword  of  party.  Were  it  really 
each,  I  would  freely  join  in  the  denuneiation.  But  I  look 
upon  it  as  accurately  descriptive  of  the  bill.  Such  are  the 
whole  tenor  and  scope  of  it ;  and  the  only  way  in  which, 
under  the  operation  of  this  measure,  there  can  be  a  com- 
munity of  interest  and  of  feeling  l^etween  Government  and 
p^ple  will  be  by  the  universal  adoption  of  the  same  scheme. 
When  that  event  occurs,  we  shall  have  arrived  at  the  much- 
talked'Of  age  of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency.  If  this 
measure  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress,  and  pass 
into  the  solemn  form  of  a  law,  the  conflict  will  be  but  com- 
menced between  tbe  system  to  which  the  country  has  been 
accustomed'  from  the  earliest  days  of  the  republic,  and  that 
system  which  bears  upon  its  front  the  baptbmal  name  of 
*' untried  expedient."  Is  it  pUin  to  suppose  that  this 
whole  people  will  quietly  and  unrepiningly  witness  the  ex- 
hibition of  their  own  servants  in  the  undisputed  enjoyment 
of  a  high  privilege,  and  themselves  excluded  from  all  par- 
ticipation in  it  ?  A  stormy  and  wrathful  contest  will  arise, 
opon  which,  even  as  a  fancy  sketch,  no  patriot  can  look 
with  composure.  6ir,  I  cannot  join  in  the  crussde,  which 
the  adoption  of  this  measure,  as  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Government,  cannot  but  beat  up  against  the  long-atanding 
order  of  things.  I  will  not  consent  ruthlessly  to  pull  down 
an  ancient  institution,  until  I  can  be  convinced  the  substi- 
tute for  it  shall  belter  answer  the  purpose.  I  am  content- 
ed, nay,  anxious  to  reform,  where  reform  is  necessary ;  but 
I  «aunot  yield  to  what  I  feet  confident  must  be  the  e&ct  of 
this  bill,  if  carried  through  to  its  ontside  purposes.  I  can- 
not agree  to  destroy. 

This,  then,  is  the  tttal)le  and  firm  ground  upon  which  I 
plant  my  opposition  to  this  sub-Treasury  scheme.  Carried 
out  into  aJl  its  consequences,  tbe  effect  of  it  must  be,  to 
change  the  framework  of  society ;  yo  revolutionize  property 
and  business ;  to  reduce  the  former  indefinitely  and  most  es- 
sentially, and  to  withdraw  tbe  latter  hito  the  hands  of  th0 
few ;  to  circumscribe,  and  almost  to  obliterate  tbe  field  lor 
enterprise ;  to  paralyze  credit ;  to  deaden  the  vigorous  arm 
of  industry  ;  and,  finally,  and  in  one  word,  to  give  to  wealth 
that  ascendency  which  nothing  but  free  competition  can 
break  down,  and  to  make  poverty  hug  its  chains  more 
closely.  Whilst  the  tendency  of  this  scheme  must  be  to 
give  superior  and  unjustifiable  privileges  to  wealth  in  large 
accumulations,  and  necessarily  to  make  the  poor  poorer, 
the  blight  and  mildew  of  it  must  fall  in  a  special  manner 
upon  that  immense  mass  of  our  community,  which,  I 
would  to  God,  were  tbe  one  and  only  mats— tbe  men  of 
moderate  property  and  of  enterprise,  chastened  and  well 
regulated. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  nnmerous  ob- 
jections which  are  urged  against  this  bill  with  great  force 
as  a  matter  of  business.  Its  insecurity  forms  of  itself  an 
abundant  reason  why  it  should  be  distrusted  and  repudia- 
ted. The  placing  of  public  funds  in  tbe  hands  of  individ- 
uals for  safe-keeping  or  diebursement,  leads  the  depositary 
into  that  temptation  from  which  every  prudent  man  should 
prty  to  be  delivered.  The  importunities  of  friendship 
alone  have,  through  this  means,  dragged  down  many  an 
honest  name  to  the  dust.  The  field  of  such  temptation 
should  be  hedged  in  as  much  as  possible,  not  enlarged. 
Gentlemen  have  referred  already  to  sad  cases  of  defalcation 


from  this  aooroe  in  several  of  the  States.  The  GomiuB. 
wealth  from  which  I  come  ts  not  without  this  stain  ii|n« 
its  history.  And  what  is  the  experience  which  the  reondi 
of  one  department  of  this  Government  have  recently  fu* 
niabed  1  Within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  over  sigbtocn 
hundred  instances  of  ilefalcation  are  officially  rsponad  (• 
have  occurred  in  tho  Post  Office  ]>epartment  Who  doei 
not  know  that  most  or  all  of  the  motives  in  the  my  o(f 
temptation  either  do  not  operate  at  all,  or  to  a  very  limited 
extent,  in  regard  to  funds  entrusted  to  corporations  1  Sir, 
those  are  considerations  which  ought  to  address  tbeiiiKln« 
with  great  seriousness. to  wise  and  discreet  statesmen. 

The  necessary  increase  of  Executive  patronage  is  alio  i 
solid  objection  to  this  bill.  Such  patronage,  operatiaf  op- 
on the  individual,  is  always  dangerooa.  The  state  of  pak* 
lie  sentiment  in  this  country  points  with  singular  lignifi- 
cancy  to  the  sober  truth,  that  such  patronage  <<htt  in- 
creased,  is  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  diminished." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  pass  to  the  leading  objection  to  thii 
bill,  which  I  am  compelled  to  dispose  of  briefly,  in  coa- 
sequenoe  of  our  being  vory  nearly  at  the  last  stage  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  session.     This  bill  denies  in  tbs  lies 
of  the  country  the  obligation  on  the  part  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  a  sound  system  of  cunency  sod  of  done** 
tic  exchanges.     The  doctrines  of  the  message  npontbii 
point  are  ontbrely  new*     But  they  are  new,  only  ii«caoae 
the  Government,  or  rather  the  administration,  ioftsid  of 
wisely  retracing  their  steps,  are  determined  to  go  on  with 
tbeir  experiments ;  and  surely  it  cannot  be  strange  that  the* 
ezperiinents  ^ould  interfere  with  the  provisions  of  tlie  eon- 
stitution  as  well  as  vrith  the  prosperity  of  the  people.  Tbi 
administration,  having  resolved  by  this  measure  to  detad 
their  interesU  from  those  of  tbe  people,  it  necessarily  fel- 
lows that  the  interests  of  the  people  are  not  to  be  cafedlor 
or  provided  for.     The  constitution  has  declared  that  Coft* 
grass  shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  between  tbi 
States.     Congress  has  always  heretofore  made  soch  pn* 
viaion,  or   attempted  it,  by  eatabliahing  what  hss  ban 
deemed  a  sound  currency,  and  with  it,  and  dependent  op- 
en it,  a  healthful  system  of  domestic  exchanges.    The 
opinions  of  all  our  statesmen,  of  all  parties,  from  ibefooo^ 
ation  of  the  Government  down  to  the  present  dynislji 
have  coincided  upon  this  subject    And  yet,  we  are  now 
told  that  the  Government  might  as  well  be  called  apao  ts 
convey  the  merchandise,  of  its  citizens  from  one  point  it 
another,  as  to  regulate  their  internal  commerce.   Snch  m 
the  absurdities  to  which  we  are  reduced  by  a  spirit  of  tbe- 
orizing  and  a  fondness  for  experiments.    In  sopportef 
these  novel  and  unheard-of  notions,  the  example  of  tbi 
States  of  Europe  is  referred  to ;  and  their  usages  are  Dtf- 
shalled  before  us  against  an  express  provision  of  oar  coo- 
stitution^  and  the  unbroken  practice  of  tbe  Goveramttl 
and  country.    Sir,  who  and  what  are  we,  that  we  are  this 
called  upon  to  abandon  all  our  experience^  every  1^**^^ 
our  history,  and  to  lay  ouraelves  down  at  the  ftft  of  IM 
monopolists  and  autocrats  of  Europe  1    We  difier  from  tM 
whole  of  them,  individually  and  collectively;  andldetf* 
to  thank  God  that  we  do  so.     We  stand  upon  the  tm 
platform  of  free  institutions ;  we  live  only  in  the  free  bop* 
that  is  given  to  labor,  and  induatiy,  and  competition.  V< 
are  a  confederacy  of  sovereign  and  indepeodont  ^ttie^ 
many  in  number— and  diflering  in  our  local  insliiution^ 
arrangements,  and  usages.     And  are  we  to  be  refenMl  le 
the  single  and  consolidated  arm  of  power  in  the  Slates « 
Europe  for  business  examples  and  currency  precedeoti< 
Ft  is  this  peculiarity  in  our  political  fabric,  which  led  tbe 
statesmen  of  the  Revolution  to  make  the  provision  in  tbe 
constitution  to  which  I  have  adverted ;  it  is  tbe  esoie  poV' 
tiarity,  diatinguishing  us  from  all  other  8utw»  wbicb  bff 
led  all  our  statesmen  until  now  to  conform  to  tbe  wissfeK' 
thought  of  those  sages  and  patriots. 
8ir»  I  will  not  trouble  you  by  recurring  to  the  opiniom 
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of  Um  older  atatasmen.  I  will  only  refretb  your  roooUec- 
tioD  by  adverting  to  tome  of  more  recent  date-— to  opin- 
ioos  that  have  been  uttered  within  the  last  four  years. 
What  doea  Mr.  Taney  aay  in  one  of  his  reporta  concern- 
ing the  State  or  depoaite  banks?  This  is  bis  language: 
**  Thsj  are  providing  a  general  currency  at  least  as  sound 
MtbitoTthe  United  8:atee  Bank,  and  will  affiird  facilities 
to  commeree  and  in  the  buaineas  of  domeatic  exchange 
qnite  equal  to  any  which  the  community  heretofore  enjoy- 
«i**  Again,  he  uaea  atrong  language— language  free 
frooi  an  donbty  when  he  dcclarea  of  the  same  banks  that 
"tbey  are  competent  to  perform  all  the  services  which  the 
Goveniment  ought  to  require,  and  to  afford  all  the  facili- 
ticf  to  the  internal  commerce  and  exchanges  of  the  coun- 
lij,  vhich  have  been  claimed  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Siatea." 

f  ofler  but  one  opinion  more— that  of  the  late  President 
Jackion  in  that  celebrated  paper  which  was  "  read  to  the 
dbioet.'*  Who  will  doubt  the  meaning  of  this  passage: 
"It  ihoald  also  be  enjoined  upon  any  banks  which  may 
teamploycd,  that  it  will  be  expected  of  them  to  facilitate 
kmik  exchanges  for  the  benefit  of  internal  commerce." 

These  are  excellent  opinions;  but  they  were  most  unfor- 
taoatrly  applied,  as  our  sad  experience  every  day  is  show- 
iof  UB.  They  indicate  the  firm  convictions  of  those  who 
Rtereil  them :  and  they  correspond  with  all  the  opinions  of 
prtttrae  upon  the  subject  un>il  now.  8ir,  the  business 
rftbii  great  country  cannot  be  carried  on-— it  is  monstrous 
to  mppose  it  can  be — ^without  a  sound,  general  currency, 
iod  a  well-regulated  system  of  domestic  exchanges.  These 
ire  iodttfpentdble.  They  are  equally  necessary  to  the  man 
tf  hrge  bufinees  and  to  the  man  of  limited  operations. 
Iftnittaoces  are  made  by  eveiy  class  and .  almost  by  every 
individual  in  the  community.  How  can  they  be  made 
viiboQt  a  general  and  universally  accredited  currency  1  I 
dKJaie  to  you,  then,   my  unshaken  conviction  that  the 

Gople  will  not  countenance  the  systom  you  propose  in  this 
I.  They  will  not  consent  to  lie  cut  off  from  these  in- 
vptnaable  requisites  of  good  buaineas  and  healthful  pros- 
peitj.  They  will  not  suffer  their  best  interests  to  be  sac- 
B&eJ  IB  order  to  gratify  your  unmanly  attachment  to  ini- 
ficttcabie  experiments.  They  will  demand  of  you,  they 
M  ilready  deooanding  of  you,  that  you  retrace  your  ateps. 
Mr.  Chairman,  before  eoncluding,  1  feel  hound  to  no- 
jKBsome  remarks  which  fell  fmm  the  member  from  South 
^roUaa,  [Mr.  PicKivs,]  who  opened  this  debate.  That 
mUeoian  thought  proper  to  make  an  attack  upon  North- 
•rn  labor,  end,  by  way  of  retaliation  upon  "  Northern  Ab- 
wtionisni,''  proclaims  his  intention  to  *<  retort  the  preach- 
«g  of  insurrection;"  and  the  toxt  which  he  takes  is  *'the 
joivenal  emancipation  of  Northern  labor  from  Northern 
^d  and  duplicity."  He  represents  the  banks  and  cor- 
por^tbns  of  the  North  as  engaged  in  "  enslaving  and  sub- 
Atug  the  laboring  class."  And  he,  a  slaveholder,  pro- 
P^  to  erect  the  standard  of  insurrection,  and  to  draw 
««Jto  the  hkborers  of  the  North. 

iP^  ^At  gentleman  understand  what  is  meant  by  the 
«^  of  the  North  1  Does  he  deem  it  an  instrument  which 
M  can  wield  to  carry  out  his  purposes  of  sedition  and  in- 
ywbn  1  Let  me  tell  the  gentleman  that  the  laboring 
^UMi  of  the  North  comprise  the  whole  population  of  the 
^ortb.  The  great  rule  of  existence  there  is  labor,  and 
^Ij  libor.  I  would  like  veiy  well  to  see  that  gentleman 
wvtocing  upon  the  North  with  his  insurrectionary  inten- 
tiOQi.  h  would  gratify  me  much  to  see  him  nt  the  head 
^  bu  Dew-raised  pohorts,  with  his  banners  floating  upon 
^orecu,  and,  under  the  inspiration  of  martial  music, 
pithing  forward  *<  to  preach  the  universal  emancipation 
^Northern  labor  from  ^orthem  fraud  and  duplicity !" 
^bolder  of  slaves  at  th«  South,  preaching  insurrection 
» the  honest,  intelligent,  and  independent  laborers  of  the 
^orth !  It  would  be  an  exhibition  worthy  to  attract  mo/e 
«*»^gwe  of  curiosity. 


Sir,  the  gentleman  miaunderstands  the  character  of  our 
institutions,  the  character  of  our  people,  the  character  of 
our  labor.  If  he  will  come  to  the  North,  I  will  gladly  in* 
troduce  him  to  our  farmers  in  their  fields,  to  our  mechanics 
at  their  benches,  to  our  manufacturers  at  their  looms.  He 
will  find  them  a  body  of  men  able  and  ready  to  explain  to 
him  what  is  meant  by  Northern  labor,  and  what  is  the 
character  of  Northern  instituUona.  He  will  find  them  full 
of  general  intelligence,  poaaesaed  of  pi  perfect  knowledge  of 
their  own  righta,  and  prepared  to  maintain  them.  Let  me 
toll  the  gentleman  he  will  not  find  them  very  patient 
liatoners  to  his  **  preaching  of  insurrection."  He  will  not 
find  them  flocking  to  the  standard  of  a  slaveholder,  as  he 
proclaims  to  them  the  way  to  *'  universal  emancipation 
from  Northern  fraud  and  duplicity." 

Sir,  the  gentleman  misunderstands  the  nature  of  our 
banking  institutions  and  other  corporations,  as  much  as  he 
does  the  character  of  our  labor.  They  are  not  engaged 
« in  enslaving  and  eubjecting  the  laboring  class."  They 
are  themselves  the  laboring  class.  The  men  of  business 
of  the  North,  the  men  who  manage  and  control  all  tfacae 
institutions,  are  the  great  middle  class  of  society — the  mea 
who,  by  Uieir  own  induKtry  and  intellect,  have  made  them- 
selves  what  they  are.  The  banking  institutions  are  owned 
not  by  the  great  capitalists,  but  by  the  active,  thriving, 
and  energetic  men  of  business.  The  proprietorship  of 
these  institutions  is  for  the  most  pert  in  the  hands  of  the 
men  of  moderate  property,  of  females,  of  orphans,  of  chari- 
table societies.  I  do  not  stand  here  as  the  apologist  or  the 
advocate  of  banks.  Much,  very  much  they  msy  ha|^  done 
wrong.  They  are  in  the  hands  ot  the  people  at  all  times^ 
for  regulation  arid  reform.  Sir,  I  will  not  detain  the  conn 
mittee,  but  I  cannot  avoid  asking  permission  to  reati  a  pas- 
sage ft  om^  letter  of  a  distinguished  peraonage  upon  this 
subject,  which  expresses,  better  than  I  can  do  it,  what  I 
deem  to  be  the  truth  upon  this  subject.  The  letter  was 
addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  of  the  Congress  before  the  last. 

**If  there  were  no  State  banks,  the  profitable  business 
of  banking  and  exchange  would  be  monopoUxed  by  the 
great  capitalicts.  Operations  of  this  sort  require  capital 
and  credit  to  a  large  extent ;  and  a  private  individual  in 
moderate  circumstances  would  be  unable  to  conduct  them 
with  any  advantage.  It  is  proper  that  the  business  of 
banking  and  exchange  should  be  open,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, to  the  moot  free  competition,  and  iu  advantegee  shared 
by  all  classes  of  society.  Individuals  of  moderate  means 
cannot  participate  in  them,  unless  they  combine  together, 
and,  by  the  union  of  many  small  sums,  create  a  large 
capital,  and  establish  an  extensive  credit.  It  is  impossible 
to  accomplish  this  object  without  the  aid  of  ads  of  incorpo* 
ration.  The  incorporated  hanks  moreover,  under  pr«>per 
management,  will  offer  a  safe  and  convenient  inveaiment 
of  small  sums,  to  persons  whose  situations  and  pursuite 
disable  them  from  employing  their  money  profitebly  in  any 
other  mode. 

<<No  commercial  or  manufacturing  community  coukl 
conduct  ite  busin4*ss  to  any  advantage,  without  a  liberal 
system  of  credit,  and  a  facility  of  obtaining  money  on  loan, 
when  the  exigencies  of  business  may  require  it.  This  can« 
not  be  obtained  without  the  aid  of  a  paper  drculation,  found- 
ed on  credit." 

This  is  the  language  of  the  present  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  Stetes,  when  Secretery  of  the  Treasury ;  and  here  I 
leave  the  banks. 

Let  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  proceed  in  his 
insurrectionary  pnjcct  against  the  labor  and  the  institutions 
of  the  North.  He  looks  for  ai«t  from  the  operation  of  this 
sub-Treasury  scheme.  It  raigl\t  aid  him,  it  is  true;  but 
with  whom,  that  is  sound  hearted,  will  that  consideration 
recommend  the  scheme  1  Let  the  gentleman  proceed.  He 
will  retnrn  from  the  campaign  mortified  as  well  as  instruct^ 
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ed.  His  porpose  w  vain ;  hia  threats  are  impotent.  As 
well  migfht  he  attempt  a  crtrtfade  against  the  grave  yards  of 
the  North,  and  seek  to  spread  ruin  and  destruetion  over  the 
memorials  of  oar  dead,  as  expect  to  'carry  on  a  warfare, 
with  any  hope  of  success,  against  the  indaetry,  the  enter- 
prise, the  sagacity,  the  honor  of  New  Bngland  and  the 
North. 

When  Mr.  CiLfiovir  had  eoncluded, 

Mr.  POPE  adressed  the  Chair.  He  observed  that  he 
rose  with  reluctance,  and  much  hesitation,  to  give  his  views 
to  the  committee  on  the  principles  involved  in  the  bill,  and 
the  several  subjects  connected  with  it,  after  they  had  been 
disciiesed  with  so  much  ability  in  both  Honses  of  Conig^ress, 
and  onr  session  had  approached  its  termination.  He  was 
aware  that  the  committee  were  impatient  to  have  the  de- 
bate closed,  and  to  take  the  question.  He  felt,  however, 
that  duty  to  the  expectations  of  his  immediate  constitnents 
and  to  himself  f>rbade  him  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  a  meas- 
ure of  so  much  magnitude,  both  in  principle  and  conse- 
quences. 

Many  topica  had  been  introduced  into  our  debates  du- 
ring the  present  session,  which  did  not  seem  to  belong  to 
any  of  the  measures  before  us,  and  with  reference  to  the 
parties  in  this  House  and  the  past  political  struggles  of  the 
country,  to  which  he  begged  leave  to  give  a  passing  notice. 
We  ought  (said  Mr.  P.)  to  lay  out  of  view  every  thing 
which  does  not  belong  to  the  crisis  in  which  we  are  placed  ; 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  gentlemen  of  all  parties  should 
ulevate  themselves  for  a  moment  alxive  the  mere  perty  con- 
tests of  the  day,  and  act  exclusively  with  reference  to  the 
good  ot  the  country.  The  veiwel  of  state,  in  relation  to  our 
monetary  system,  appeared  to  he  stranded,  ond  all  certain- 
ly should  unite  to  put  it  fairly  afloat  again  upon  the  great 
current  of  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  part  I  acted  in  the  election  of  the  late 
Chief  Magistrate  is  well  known ;  and  on  that  account  I  have 
uver  been  unwilling  to  assail  him  or  the  measures  of  his  ad- 
ministration. His  vato  of  the  bank  bill,  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  and  other  acts  tending  to  an  alarming  increase  of 
Executive  powers,  at  the  expense  of  the  other  branches  of 
the  Government,  were  so  much  at  war  with  his  opinion  of 
the  principles  and  genrus  of  our  free  inrtitutions,  that  I  have 
Ibr  several  years  declined  to  fiartiripate  in  the  mere  party 
Mroggles  of  the  country.  While  f  could  not  endorse  the 
measures  alluded  to,  I  have  not  indulged  In  bitter  censure  or 
crimination  of  those  with  whom  I  have  been  politically  asso- 
ciated. In  my  canvass  for  a  seat  here,  T  appealed  to  no  party 
on  party  grounds.  My  opinions  about  the  United  States 
Bank,  currency,  dec,  were  given  to  the  people  with  open- 
ness and  candor.  Withi>ut  dittguiae  or  evasion,  or  any 
mental  reservation  whatever,  (Mr.  P.  said,)  he  had  pub- 
licly avowed  to  his  constituents  bis  firm  convictiun  that  a 
national  bank  was  a  necea«ary  and  proper  fiscal  agent  for 
the  Government,  the  best  regulator  of  our  paper  system, 
and  an  important  auxiliary  to  the  foreign  and  domestic 
commerce  of  the  United  States ;  and  for  the  correctness  of 
that  opinion,  he  had  appealed  to  the  force  of  reason  and 
experience. 

Mr.  P.  dedand  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  denuncia- 
tions of  the  bank  or  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  his  firm 
snd  unshaken  belief  was,  that  it  Is  the  best  possible  remedy 
of  a  permanent  character  which  can  be  applied  to  core  the 
disorders  in  the  locsl  currencies,  check  excessive  issues  of 
paper  money,  and  insure  to  the  nation  a  stable  and  uniform 
medium,  and  restore  a  healthy  acticm  to  our  money  system. 
Public  opinion  in  the  Western  States  was  strong  and  de- 
eisive  in  favor  of  this  measure,  and  would  be  more  so,  from 
causes  which  do  not  apply  as  strongly  to  the  Atlantic  States. 
In  Virginia,  Maryland,  New  York,  and  other  butes  on. the 
Atlantic,  the  people  trade  to  the  cities  on  the  seaboard  in 
their  own  States;  and  the  local  currency  will  answer  their 
ptttpoaaa  to  a  -coitstdeFabie  eztMit     Th#  trade  of  ihe  West* 


em  Statea  is  carried  on  to  distant  places,  much  of  itthrBagl 
other  States,  and  the  local  currencies  will  not  amwer,  ii 
emt  Western  traders  are  sobjected  to  much  Iom  in  chio^ 
the  paper  received  in  every  State  through  which  theypi^ 
going  and  returning;  and  all  thb  loss  falls  on  the  hradi 
of  the  West;  whereaa,  while  the  branch  banks  oT tbt  Ud 
ted  States  Bank  exiated  in  the  South  and  West,  tbe  trail 
were  not  subjected  to  the  losses  and  inconvenienual 
which  they  are  now  expoaed. 

As  ao  much  has  been  said  about  merchant*  tsdoiH 
trading,  &c.,  Mr.  P.  would  remark  that  he  reprraenteli 
agricultural  diiotrict,  and  that  the  farmers  of  the  Wnt 
if  possible,  more  urgent  than  any  other  class  lor  a  bi 
bank,  in  order  to  have  a  currency  in  which  they  eoukl  i 
fide-— one  sound  and  uniform.     They  had  eiperienordi 
I  beneficlsl  effects  of  a  United  States  bank,  and  were  ( 
to  see  that  sound  condition  of  things  restored.    Mr. 
man,  (said  Mr.  P.*)  I  had  occasion  to  act  on  tbfei 
of  a  national  bank  twenty  five  years  ago,  in  the 
branch  of  Congress;  and  I  then  examined  il  with  an  I 
inquiry  after  truth,  and  became  entirely  satisfied  of  the  ( 
stitutionality  and  the  great  utility  of  such  an  inatit 
The  opinion  f  then  formed  I  have  maintained  tm 
through  good  end  evil  report.     Whether  popolar  or  i 
ular,  (Mr.  P.  aaid,)  he  had  made  it  a  rule  throii|kj 
when  duty  required  him  to  act  on  a  principle  of 
importance  or  vital  interest  to  the  people,  to 
well,  to  establish  troth  in  his  own  mind,  and  to  adti 
it,  unless  overruled  Ity  the  deliberate  will  of  bia 
zens.     Fortunately  for  him  at  thia  moment,  in  the 
be  expressed,  he.  stood  supported  by  the  voice  of  thoaaj 
sent  htm  there,  and  the  State  at  large. 

Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  proceed  to  bestow  a  aptc}il| 
sideration  on  this  sub  Treaaury  scheme,  coDtenpii 
the  bill  under  consideration,   or  a  national  bsnk, 
seems  to  be  associated  with  it  in  this  debate,  pennlti 
notice  other  topics  so  frequently  adverted  to  at  tbii 
sion.     We  are  daily  entertained  or  disturbed  sboottfail 
nexatioD  of  Texaa,  the  tariff  and  abolition.    Oo  tJM" 
jeet  t)^  Texaa,  I  have  nn  opinion  at  present  to  give ;  ii 
I  have  not  considered  it  sufficiently  to  decide  on  t&ej 
or  expedieucy  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  if  di ' 
the  people  of  that  country.     Mr.  P.   aaid  he  was  a^j 
pared  to  say  to  what  extent  our  plan  of  govemoeoti 
expand  without  endangering  its  integrity.    It  wain 
tion  on  which  an  American  statesman  should  sot  ii 
hasty  speculations;  it  was  one  which  demanded  gn* 
profound  consideration. 

In  the  old  world  there  seemed  to  be  natural  bar 
twccn  nations— the  Alps  and  Pyrenees  sepsratrd  cd 
nities;  but  here  we  had  disregarded  thoae  geogrsf" 
visions,  and  cut  down  and  perforated  the  Allegan; 
divided  the  Atlantic  States  -from  the  great  Weitern 
By  roads  and  canals,  with  the  consequent  fscilitj  i 
pidity,  we  had  contracted  practically  the  extent  of  our t 
ritury.     I  would,  however,   implore  gentlemen  firoai- 
North  and  East,   and  especially  the  di^tinguiahrd  ^ 
tieman  from  Masaaehusetis,   [Mr.  Ad axs,]  never  to) 
US  a  ground  of  opposition  to  Texaa  that  slavery  ii 
•rated  in  that  country.     It  does  not  appear  to  ^  ^ 
gitimate  ground  of  oppovition.     Should  the  provii 
Canada  be  ever  aeparated  from  the  mother  countrji^ 
their  independence  established  on  the  plains  of  Al 
and  that  people  should  desire  to  be  made  part  of 
public,  I  should  not  think  of  objecting  that  ibej  bai 
have  not  alaves.     The  question  ought  to  be  viewM- 
more  elevated  ground.     We  should  beario  mindMj 
the  atruggle  for  liberty  and  independence,  Virpoia^ 
Massachusetts  shotdc  hands  aa  brothers^  and  staked  ' 
lives,  fortunes,  and  sacred  honor,  in  the  common  e<J 
Each  State  was  lefl  free  to  act  in  rdation  to  dofflSMieM 
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It  afTards  me  pleoBare,  on  this  occt»ion,  Mr.  Ghftinnan, 
to  do  jostice  to  th«  consittcncj  of  the  respectable  gentle- 
mtn  frooo  Mtsfachasetts,  [Mr.  Adaxs,]  in  the  opinion  he 
hw  expressed  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  annex  Texas 
to  the  United  States.  I  well  recollect  that  he  expressed  the 
tsme  opinion  in  the  Senate  during  the  session  of  1807-'8, 
io  regard  to  the  admission  of  new  States  formed  out  or  the 
lerritoiy  of  Louisiana ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  avowed  his 
wilKofness,  and  I  believe  with  entire  sincerity,  while  he 
CMJd  not  cuncHla  the  power  to  admit  them,  to  vote  for  an 
imemlinsnt  of  the  constitution  to  authorize  their  admission. 

The  sobject  of  abolition,  so  often  mentioned  on  this  floor, 
has  never  disturbed  the  people  of  Kentucky,  although  a 
dive  Stste.  I  know  that  there  have  lieen  in  my  own 
8ttte  a  large  number  adverse  to  sUvery,  desirous  of  getting 
lid  of  it  by  emancipation,  or  in  some  other  way.  Some, 
frobably,  were  in  fovor  of  abolition ;  but  experience  and 
abienration  have  convinced  the  warmest  friends  of  eman- 
eipition  that  any  mode  of  terminating  slavery  and  retain- 
iBgthem  among  as  would  be  mischievous  and  danger- 
m.  The  Ohio  river  divides  Kentucky  from  the  free  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois ;  and,  while  we  are  aware 
Aat  there  is  a  religious  feeling  and  some  fanaticism  in  re- 
htbo  to  slavery,  we  indulge  no  nuspicion  that  the  great 
Vidj  of  the  people  of  those  States  are  disposed  to  disturb 
Mr  slave  property  ;  and,  as  to  the  enthusiasts  and  fanat^ 
iei,  we  tolerate  error  and  folly,  while  reason  and  practical 
o^Krvition  are  left  free  to  counteract  them.  The  quea- 
ion  of  domestic  slavery  is  one  over  which  each  State 
Boft  be  left  to  exercise  sovereign  control,  subject  to  the 
power  of  Congress  in  reference  to  the  importation  of  slaves 
fiom  abroad. 

The  tariff  is  oflen  mentioned,  too,  here,  certainly  foreign 
te  the  subjocts  of  our  present  deliberations.     Permit  me, 
"Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  to  retrospect  the  history 
if  Ihii  tariff  policy  for  the  last  thirty  years.     Nearly  thirty 
|ear«  ago,  he  was  a  member  of  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
|Kas;  and  gentlemen  from  the  South  and  West,  with  the 
txception  of  Mr.  John  Randolph,  and  perhaps  a  few  others, 
frvored  the  tariff  policy  ;  and,  in  accordance  with  the  ex- 
I'^'Kd  or  imputed  opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  advocated 
^  policy  of  rendering  this  country,  to  a  great  extent,  in- 
'^pendent  of  the  workshops  of  Europe.     I  well  recollect 
^  I  unhed  in  this  opinion,  without  having  ever  con- 
•liered  deeply  the  effects  of  this  policy  on  the  different 
KctioQB  of  the  Union.  The  people  of  the  Eastern  States 
were  at  that  time  more  inclined  to  employ  their  capital 
n  eofflmerce  than   manufactures,  and  Mr.    Hillbouse,  a 
^^tor  from  Connecticut,  a  man  of  practical  wisdom,  re- 
■•rked  to  me,  with  apparent  candor  and  much  eamesinessi, 
">>th  wu  wrong  to  force  or  stimulate  manufactures  pre- 
"^^orely ;  that  Uiey  ought  and  would  grow  up  gradually 
vith  the  growth  of  the  nation.     Circumstances,  however, 
ijinied  a  Urge  portion  of  Eastern  capital  into  manufactu- 
res establishments,  and  the  Eastern  people,  ever  astute 
^  ngacious  in  whatever  coneema  their  intereat,  asked 
nr  protection — more  and  more  protection — until  the  South, 
■wttened  to  a  sense  of  the  effects  of  this  protective  policy 
M  the  planting  States,  changed  their  course,  and  resbted 
nu  protective  policy,  which  at  one  time  gave  rise  to  a  most 
J^giy  and  excited  contest.     Fortunately  for  our  peace  and 
httrnooj,  the  question  was  compromised  by  the  agency  of 
^Kentucky  member  of  this  House,  and  a  distinguished 
^'enttor  from  the  same  State ;  they,  at  least,  aided  much  in 
'wtorin;  quiet  to  the  country,  and  I  hope  tlkat  compromise 
^lOnotbe  disturbed;  and  that,  until  the  year  1842,  this 
^^  win  be  at  rest.     It  is  very  probable  that  the  tariff 
P^>cj  was  eanried  too  far.  Kentucky  is  a  consuming  State, 
>|niucfa  ao  as  Yirginia  and  many  other  Southern  States ; 
^t  while  ahe  admits  the  power  and  policy  of  giving  rea- 
*^«ble  protection  to  American  industry,  she  will  be  among 
«•  wit  to  aopporl,  knowingly',  any  poHey  trading  to  sac- 
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rifice  the  interest  of  the  South  to  advance  or  aggrandize  any 
other  portion  of  the  Union.  He  wolild,  however,  take 
leave  to  remark  that  he  believed  that  at  no  distant  day  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky  will  rival  the  Eastern  States  in  many 
branches  of  manufacture.  These  States  abound  in  coal, 
water-power,  and  minerals,  with  a  temperate  climate ;  and 
it  has  been  said  of  Kentucky  that  she  contains  the  richest 
mineral  wealth  in  the  United  States.  Regions  there,  hardly 
inhabited  now,  and  considered  of  little  value,  will  ultimate- 
ly be  filled  with  towna,  villages,  and  an  industrious  and 
thriving  population. 

In  connexion  with  these  vexed  and  exciting  questions  of 
abolition,  tariff,  annexation  of  Texas,  we  too  often  hear 
of  disunion,  dec,  and  I  must  confess,  Mr.  Chairman,  (said 
Mr.  P.,)  that  I  regret  to  hear  language  of  this  sort  from 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Adams,]  when  speaking  of  Texas.  When  contending  for 
freedom  and  independence  with  Great  Britain,  our  breth- 
ren of  the  North  did  not  object  to  an  association  with  the 
South  on  the  ground  of  domoatic  slaTery.  Kentucky  is  a 
central  State,  and  a  farming  or  plantmg  Stale ;  a  great 
consumer  of  foreign  and  American  manu&ctures.  We,  the 
people  of  Kentucky,  although,  from  habit,  education,  pei^ 
sonal  and  commercial  intercourse,  partial  to  our  Southern 
brethren,  are  not  blind  to  the  value  and  importance  of  our 
political  association  with  the  Eastern  States.  We  consider 
them  the  right  arm  of  our  national  strength  as  a  maritime 
power.  For  intelligence,  hardy  enterprtae,  and  skill  in 
commerce  and  navigation,  they  are  not  surpassed,  if  equal- 
led, by  any  nation  of  ancient  or  modem  times.  By  the 
union  of  free  and  slave  States,  by  their  joint  counsels  and 
arms,  our  liberties  and  independence  were  achieved  ;  and 
let  not  the  trashy  effusions  of  fanatics,  or  the  visionary 
speculations  of  enthusiasts,  disturb  our  tranquillity,  or 
weaken  those  ties  by  which  these  Statea  have  been  so  long 
united.  If  we  continue  a  united  people,  this  nation  will, 
at  no  distant  period,  by  their  justice  and  power,  exerdse 
more  influence  and  control  over  the  affairs  of  nations 
than  ancient  Rome  when  mistress  of  the  world,  or  Great 
Britain  when  she  asserted  the  empire  of  the  seas.  He 
liegged  pardon  of  the  committee  for  digressing  so  far  from 
the  question  under  consideration,  and  had  only  to  as* 
sure  them  that  he  was  led  off  by  a  solicitude  to  divert  their 
attention  from  subjects  which  bad  been,  aa  he  thought,  ra- 
ther atrangely  brought  into  discussion,  and  to  bring  the 
minds  of  all  to  a  deep  and  solemn  consideration  of  the  ex- 
isting crisis :  for  sufilcient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof. 

The  bill  under  -consideration  provides  not  only  for  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  but  the  establishment  of  a  num- 
ber of  sub-treasuries,  to  be  located  in  different  placea  in 
the  United  Statea  where  the  revenue  and  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  are  collected,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  aotborixod  to  appoint  agents  to  inspect  the  books 
and  accounts  of  these  sub-treasuries,  and  report  to  him. 
Those  charged  with  the  collection  and  preservation  of  the 
money  drawn  from  the  pocketa  of  the  people,  with  the 
agent  to  inspect,  Ac.,  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Executive, 
removable  at  his  pleasure,  and  in  all  respecu  subject  to  bis 
control.  It  is  in  substance  a  bill  to  unite  the  purse  and 
sword  of  this  Government  in  the  hands  of  the  Prssident^ 
in  derogation  of  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  free  con- 
stitution, and  the  title  of  it  should  be,  a  bill  to  consummate 
the  overthrow  of  that  equilibrium  and  diviaion  of  power 
which  the  wise  founders  of  this  repnblio  intended  to  estab- 
lish to  secure  American  liberty. 

The  maxim  that  a  division  of  power  among  diffisrent 
departments  or  bodies  of  magistracy  was  necessary  to  •»- 
cure  liberty,  seems  to  have  been  better  understood  and 
practically  applied  by  the  statesmen  of  modem  times  than 
in  remote  ages.  This  maxim  han  been  inoorpomted  into 
all  the  American  oonttttutions,  and  pervades  every  raraifl- 
Mlion  of  this  confederated  rapoblic.    Sooh  a  division  of 
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power  as  will  prevent  ondue  accumulation  of  power  in  the 
iMnds  of  one  departmont  or  body  of  magiatracy*  waa  deem- 
ed by  our  anoestora  eaaential  to  the  security  of  the  public 
liberty.  This  great  principle  forma  a  vital  feature  in  the 
political  law  of  modern  Europe,  where  it  is  held  that  every 
power  ought  to  be  rentrained  within  auch  limits  aa  will  in- 
aare  the  independence  of  neighboriog  Hlatea ;  and  henca 
the  nnmerooa  ware  to  maintain  tlie  balance  of  power. 

Our  conatitutiona  divide  the  powers  of  Government  into 
several  dopartmcnta  or  bodies  ef  magL>tracy,  and  these 
powers  are  again  divided  between  State  and  federal  bodies 
•f  magistracy.  To  the  legislative  department  it  belonga  to 
impose  taxes  upon  the  people ;  and  I  put  the  question  to  the 
grave  and  candid  consideration  of  this  oommtttee»  whether 
it  properly  belongs  to  the  Legislature  or  the  Executive  an 
thority  to  create  or  select  the  agent  to  keep  and  guard  the 
money  of  the  people,  until  drawn  out  in  conformity  to  ap- 
propriations made  by  law  ?  Is  the  Executive  or  Legisla- 
ture the  keeper  and  guardian  of  the  public  treasure  1  In 
practice  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  the  chief 
agsot  in  taking  care  of  the  public  money,  and  the  last  bank 
was  made  the  agent  by  legialative  authority ;  and  that  both 
were  safe  and  responsible  agents  is  ascertained  by  the  fact 
that  no  loes  was  ever  sustained  while  they  had  the  care  of 
it;  whereaa  we  know  that  numerous  defalcationa,  and 
firauda,  and  peculations,  have  been  committed  by  collectors^ 
receivers^  and  others  charged  with  the  care  of  the  public 
levenue.  Large  sums  confided  to  individuals  furnish  temp- 
tations too  strong  for  poor,  weak  human  nature.  Treasurers 
in  Virg:inia  and  Kentucky,  of  the  fairest  character  for  purity 
tod  honor,  afford  strong  proofs  of  the  danger  oi  confiding 
lerge  sums  of  money  to  the  care  of  individuals;  and  both 
Stetea  have  directed  the  public  money  to  l)e  placed  in  sound 
and  reaponsible  banks.  When  it  is  deposited  in  a  bank,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Government,  the  whole  corporation  is  re- 
sponsiblew  The  capital  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  of 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  bound  for  the 
money  placed  in  its  vaults. 

I  will  not  detain  the  committee  by  any  calculation  of  the 
additional  exfiense,  or  Executive  patronage  of  this  new 
aeheme  of  sub>treaauries,  because  it  is  liable  to  other  ob- 
jections of  much  more  magnitude.  To  what  responsibility, 
Mr.  Chairman,  do  you  look  for  the  security  of  the  public 
ntvenlie  T  Do  you  rely  on  the  bonds  and  securities  pro- 
vided for  in  this  bill  1  Remember  that  theie  will  be  col- 
Jsetcd  in  the  city  of  New  York  alone  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
millions ;  and  that  in  the  citiea  of  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Charleaton,  and  New  Orleans,  from  three  to 
^v^  milAona  on  an  average  will  be  received  by  the  collectors 
at  each  port ;  and  a  large  amount  of  this  money  must  re- 
main for 'a  considerable  time  in  their  hands  befme  it  can  be 
paid  out.  In  the  whole  of  theae  sub-tressuries  there  will 
generally  be  on  hand  from  five  to  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
Now,  air,  .what  indiviilual  and  securities  can  be  giK>d  and 
responsible  for  millions  1  Sir,  you  have  no  security  for  the 
safety  of  th«  public  funds  hut  in  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
the  officer*  charged  with  the  care  of  them. 

I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  other  feara  and  objections  in  re- 
lation to  thia  measure.  The  oflieers  to  have  charge  of 
your  money  will  be  ihecreatutfea  of  the  Executive,  holding 
4heir  offices  at  his  pleasure,  and  reaponeible  directly  to 
bim.  We  all  know  that  moM^  has  become  a  powerful 
agent  in  onr  political  contesti^  and  especially  in  the 
largo  dties.  Let  me  suppose  a  violent  party  contest  for 
the  Presidentiat  oflice,  and  the  man  under  whom  these 
Ueasurers  hold  their  office  a  candidate ;  can  you  believe 
lliat  they  will  reaist  the  appeals  of  the  friends  ii  power,  to 
use  the  puMie  money  to  insure  the  election  of  their  favor- 
ite candidate  1  I  cannot  think  of  a  scheme  more  likely 
to  be  &tml  to  the  purity  oi  our  institutions,  and  the  pub 
lie  liberty,  tlMm  the  one  on  your  table.  I  deem  it  a 
most  aattfd  4u^  of  ibo  leprasftatiTos  of  the  peo^ 


to  place  the  money  drawn  by  their  authority  from  thdr 
constituents  iu  safe  hands,  and  not  where  it  will  bs  ia 
danger  of  being  wasted  and  plundered.  The  guarditmhip 
and  care  of  the  public  treasure  belongs  to  Congresa,  lod 
not  to  the  Executive.  Acting  upon  this  prindple,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  genius  of  our  free  institutions,  tha 
people  of  Kentucky,  in  convention,  provided  that  the  Tm- 
sorer  of  the  State,  who  was  to  be  charged  with  the  ctrcof 
the  public  money,  should  be  elected  by  the  LegislaioN^ 
while  the  appointment  of  all  other  officera  was  confided  to 
the  Governor  and  Senate. 

This  measure  seems  designed  to  sulwtitute  an  ezcliMTi 
metallic  currency  fur  the  specie  and  paper  currencyi  t^ 
is,  pa|>er  convertible  into  specie,  to  which  the  peopls  haw 
been  accustomed  for  half  a  century.  During  forty  ynn 
out  of  forty-eight  of  our  political  existence  under  the  pfe* 
sent  constitution,  we  have  had  a  currency  consisting  chi4y 
of  silver  money  and  bank  money,  that  is,  bank  notes  con- 
vertible into  specie ;  for  such  paper  has  bc«n  coosidemluid 
called  money  from  the  commencement  of  the  btnkiog  vji- 
tem  in  Europe.  That  notea  at  all  times  convertible  iaio  ipc* 
cie,  such  as  were  isaued  by  the  Banks  of  the  United  duti^ 
have  been  doomed  by  the  people  money,  and  paid  and  i^ 
ceivod  as  such  by  all  classes  in  this  nation,  is  a  fiict  of  oni- 
versal  notoriety.  And  why  we  should,  after  this  long 
practice  and  experience,  revolutionize  our  whole  monetiiy 
system,  and  run  counter  to  the  fixed  habits  and  pcjodicfS 
of  the  people,  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  imagine.  Are  ten- 
tiemen  prrpared  to  injure  the  best  interests  of  the  peoiiK 
and  endanger  our  domestic  trsnquillity  merely  to  pmem 
their  consistency  in  error  1  Would  it  not  be  morewirti 
manly,  and  patriotic,  regardless  of  alt  party  consideraiionl 
and  past  opinions,  to  sacrifice  party  opinions  and  a  leUA 
policy  on  the  altar  of  their  country's  goodf  Let  o% 
now  look  at  our  condition.  According  to  the  last  oo- 
maies  with  which  we  have  been  furaiiahml,  there  is  now  in 
the  United  States  from  sixty  to  eighty  milhoDsofgoldui 
silver,  twice  aa  much  as  we  ever  had  before,  with  doubk 
the  number  of  banks  we  had  five  years  i^go,  and  our  wbob 
land  abounding  with  the  finest  crops  over  before  witneHiC 
and  yet,  strange  to  tell,  owing  to  the  instability  in  the  p<^ 
lie  councils,  and  a  disordered  currency,  confidence  aoa 
credit  are  destroyed,  and  distrust  and  painful  anxiety  p(^ 
vade  this  gnjtX  community.  The  commercial  action  of  the 
nation  is,  to  a  great  extent,  suiipended  ;  a  large  auBtberoi 
our  vessels  and  ateamboats  are  laid  up  and  idle ;  and  i 
large  portion  of  the  laboring  classes  thrown  oat  of  eDpkf' 
ment. 

The  wisest  statesmen  and  purest  patriots  of  thif  mjiflB 
havs  abandoned  long  established  opinions  and  prvjudicV 
In  obedience  to  the  voice  of  experience  and  tlie  exigencMi 
of  their  country ;  and  why  cannot  we  du  likewise  io  re- 
deem this  people  from  the  embarrassments,  danger*,  im 
difTiculties  which  surround  them  1  In  this  age  and  f>o|^ 
ernntent  of  experinifut,  we  ought  not  to  be  ""Pjjj™ 
at  change  of  opinion  in  the  wisest  men.  The  mo* 
enlightened  stateamen  ever  selected  to  preside  owr  to* 
affains  of  nations  have  been  often  mistaken :  they  hare oMf 
seen  through  a  glass  darkly  the  consequences  of  their  bm** 
sures.  God  has  given  lo  the  menul  vision  of  mortals^ 
an  imperfect  and  limited  view  of  the  future.  I  '■'■"'^^ 
be  permitted  to  repeat  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Giles,  of  vV* 
ginia,  a  most  distinguished  parliamentary  debater  oo  w 
floor  of  the  Senate,  when  charged  with  inconsistency.  >* 
his  defeno^  he  observed  that  he  should  have  lived  to  H^ 
purpoae,  if  he  had  not  learnt  by  experience ^,*°'^^fzL 
errora ;  but,  said  be,  I  have  another  very  sufficient  ao^ 
lo  give  to  the  charge— I  am  consistent  in  this,  ^J^ 
Giles,  that  I  consider  it  my  dniy,  at  all  Umes»  to  n*)'.^ 
try  to  do  what  ia  beat  for  that  country  under  ^^^ 
stances  in  which  I  am  planed.  In  «  review  of  oor  |mi^ 
Ustoiyfer  the  laat  forty  yewii,  it  will  be  loawi  thit  ta^ 
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Ittve  bten  fireqaent  and  great  chingss  of  opinion  on  the 
■Ht  inportant  subjecta.  At  one  time  the  great  Ixxly  of 
Ib9  people  of  the  South  and  West  were  opposed  to  a  navj; 
bat  nperienoe  baa  corrected  their  error.  Many  of  the  muat 
Ikidi^goisbed  men  have  changed  their  opiniona  on  the  quee- 
Im  of  a  national  hank — Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Monroe 
taoag  others.  Thirty  yeara  ago  the  people  of  the  Eastern 
ItitH  ware  rather  opposed  to  the  manufacturing  policy, 
ks  8oorh  and  West  for  it;  and  now  the  East  for  it,  and 
be  Sostb  and  West,  or  a  great  portion  of  them,  againat  it. 
Iiet  0iperienoe,  the  best  of  all  teachers,  learn  us  to  act 
Iji  io  relation  to  the.  existing  criaia  in  our  public 
Let  us  reason  together  with  firanlaieas,  and  in  a 
of  .patriotism,  and  with  boaonia  animated  with  no 
feeling  than  the  public  good,  apply  tuch  remediea  to 

fiiwfdera  in  the  currency  which  experience  has  proved 
k  efficacious,  and  restore  once  mure  a  healthy  action 
lbs  body  poKUc.  Let  us  have  no  more  new,  untried 
ims.  The  brokers  and  shavers  are  now  reaping  a 
harvest  from  tbi«  ruinous  condition  of  the  currency, 
the  loss  must  ultimately  fall  on  the  laborhig  and  in- 
iou  chsaes  of  the  community.  The  vacillating  and 
'  le  policy  of  the  Government  has  ahaken  the  con- 
of  moneyed  men,  who  are  now  hoarding  their  trea- 
bccanse  they  are  unable  to  calculate  the  results  and 
jQsDces  of  the  present  state  of  thioga,  afraid  to  lend 
bfeit  their  money. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  farmers  of  the  Weat,  when  they 
I  (heir  stock  or  other  products  of  their  induatry,  want 
■oond,  good  currency  to  which  they  have  been  ae- 
and  wheis  they  sent  agents  here  to  correct 
f  evils,  they  did  not  expect  them  to  provide  gdhd 
for  themselves  only,   but  for  their  mastcra— -the 
body  of  the  people.      This  bill  provides  that  no 
shall  be  received  for  land,  or  at  the  cuatom-housea, 
|Bkl  and  silver.     Twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  gold  and 
ne  to  be  drawn  from  the  interior  every  year  into  tl)e 
officet,  and  to  the  large  citiea  on  the  aeaboard,  where 
to  RiiDiin  until  paid  out  to  the  public  oflficer»-»to  the 
army,  and  for  the  public  works ;  and  I  Ibar  it  will  be 
in  its  march  back  to  the  interior  States,  where  there 
be  Ihtle  or  no  public  expenditures,     How  the  State 
eao  resume  specie  payments,  or  maintain  specie  pay- 
uitder  thia  operatiot^  I.  most  leave  to  better  judges 
From  five  to  ten  millions  must  be  generally 
op  in  the  Government  vaults,  and  withdrawn  from 
>htion.    To  reconcile  os  to  this  experiment,  we  are 
we  are  to  have  a  bard-money  constitutional  cur- 
I  will  not,  by  exploding  paper  money  oonvertibic 
(pccie,  and  establfshing  an  exclusive  metallic  medium, 
this  nation  back  to  a  rude  and  half  civilized  age,  be- 
coBunerce,  enterpriae,  and  navigation  had  enlightened 
aviliaed  the  nations;  but  will  content  myself  with  the 
ipd  examples  furnished  by  the  most  enlightened  and 
ol  people  of  modern  times,  as  the  basia  of  my  opin- 
umI  reasoning  on  thia  question.     On  a  territory  of  no 
r  extent  than  Delaware  or  Rhode  Ii«land,  or  the  city 
cwYork  or  Philadelphia,  a  hard-nioney  medium  would 
ticable,  and  a  paper  medium  could  be  dispensed 
It  can  only  suit  a  small  territory,  where  the  popu- 

tM  dense,  where  it  can  be  removed  from  place  to 
without  much  expenae  or  hasard ;  but  in  this  exten- 
MQRtry  it  must  be  evident,  on  a  moment's  reflection, 
»  eonvenieoce  and  necessity  require  a  paper  representa- 
I*  of  ■pecie.  Every  traveller  through  thia  vast  territory, 
^B  moderate  amount  of  the  preeioua  metals^  would  be 
^^^  to  hazard ;  tho  weight  of  his  trunk  or  saddlebags 
^  give  notice,  at  every  inn  at  which  he  stopped,  of  the 
Mot  of  bis  treasure ;  and  when  large  sums  are  to  he 
■^rted  to  distant  places,  the  })eril  and  expense  would 
hftcf  eased. 
I  win  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  my  vote,  aolboriae  the 


President  of  thia  free  people  to  imitate  the  example  of  king* 
end  emperors  a  few  centuries  past,  who  hoarded  up  at  the 
capital  aU  the  gokl  and  aitver  they  could  extort  or  filch 
from  their  aubjects,  to  carry  on  wara  of  ambition  and  con- 
quest Neither  my  pursuits  nor  reflections  have  led  me 
to  explore,  with  the  eye  of  a  profound  financier,  the  mooe- 
tary  ayatema  of  the  commercial  world  in  all  their  ramifica- 
tions  and  effects;  bat  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  aay  that 
neither  this  nor  any  other  people  can  long  have  more  than 
their  fair  proportion  of  the  gold  and  silver  of  the  commer- 
cial nations.  If  we  should  be  able  to  obtain  an  excess,  ao 
as  to  produce  a  pressure  in  other  countries,  that  excess 
would  soon  leave  ue  and  return  to  places  where  it  would 
be  wanted ;  nor  can  bolts,  or  bars,  or  vaults^  embaigoea^ 
prohibitions,  pains  or  penalties,  arreat  the  current  estah- 
lished  by  the  laws  of  trade,  which  ne  power,  the  most  de- 
'spotic,  had  ever  been  able  to  control.  The  currency  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  consisted  of  gold  chiefly,  and 
pa|ier,  with  this  difierenee^  that  in  Great  Britain  the  pro- 
portion of  paper,  in  the  form  of  bank  notea,  to  gold,  was 
greater  than  in  France.  With  these  countries  we  have 
more  comneroe  than  with  any  others.  Our  currency  has 
generally  consiated  of  silver  chiefly,  and  paper  in  the  form 
of  bank  notes,  with  a  greater  proportion  of  paper  than  iu 
either  Great  Britain  or  France  ;  and  the  specie  muat  flow 
from  those  countries  to  this,  and  from  this  bacJt;,  according 
to  the  lawa  of  trade,  regardless  of  any  laws  or  regulations 
of  either. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  exploring  the  causes  of  our  pres- 
ent diflkultiee,  I  shall  not  go  back  to  the  removal  of 
the  depositee,  but  content  myself  with  the  recital  of  ^ 
few  extracts  in  relation  to  this  subject.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  extensive  and  extravagant  speculattotia  in  the  pub- 
lie  lands,  diverting  twenty  or  thirty  or  forty  millions  of 
dollara  from  the  ordinary  channels  of  trade  and  busineas, 
may  have  had  aome  influence.  The  unuaual  importation 
of  gold  from  England  and  France  may  have  produced  a 
preasure  for  specie  there,  which,  reacting  on  this  country, 
produced  a  rapid  return  of  it,  and  forced  the  banks,  for 
aelf-preaervation,  to  suspend  specie  payments.  In  this 
conflict  and  pressure  in  both  countries,  cotton  fell,  mer  - 
i;hanu  failed,  and  a  shock  was  given  to  confidence,  credit, 
and  buainesB ;  and  owing  to  the  fall  of  cotton,  with  other 
eauaee,  a  large  balance  was  created  against  us  in  favor  of 
Europe.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  Goveriunent,  instead 
of  denouncing  the  State  banks,  and  threatening  to  crush 
them  by  destroying  their  credit  and  issuing  commissions 
of  bankruptcy,  should,  on  account  of  the  people,  if  not  the 
banks,  have  exerted  all  their  power  and  influence  to  sus- 
tain their  credit  and  confidence  in  them  and  their  paper, 
the  only  currency  among  the  people. 

The  effort  made  to  carry  into  effect,  at  thia  moment,  th^ 
hard-money  policy,  and  cast  off  the  State  banks,  is  calcu- 
latod  to  have  the  most  disastrous  consequences- on  the  com- 
munity, l>y  encouraging  creditors  to  refuse  to  take  the  lo- 
cal currencies  for  their  debts;  to  reduce  tho  value  of  prop- 
erty, and  unjustly  change  the  relation  of  crediton  and 
debtors.  The  Legislatures  of  the  States  may  be  driven  to 
stop  execution,  unless  the  creditora  will  take  pnpcr,  as  has 
been  done  by  Virginia  at  her  last  session.  Mr.  Chairmau, 
we  do  not  realixe  the  dangeroua  eonaequences  to  result 
from  the  disordered  condition  of  the  monetary  ayatem.  De- 
rangement of  the  currancy,  loss  of  confidence  and  credit, 
is  the  hinge  upon  which  many  ravolutiona  have  turned  in 
civilized  countries.  It  is  well  known  that  the  derangemai|t 
of  the  finances,  and  destruction  of  public  and  private  credit, 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  that  revolution  in  France 
which  deluged  that  country  with  blood.  At  an  early  ds^v 
an  insurrection  occurred  in  the  State  of  Massachusettii ; 
and  in  my  own  State,  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  yeanf 
ago,  after  we  had  created  numerous  banka,  the  creditors 
and  det)toTs  had  a  moat  angry  conflict ;  and,  after  relief 
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laws,  jadge-breaking,  and  a  temporary  war  upon  oar  judi- 
ciary,  the  people  of  that  State  were  brought  to  the  verge  of 
civil  war.  On  no  condition  of  the  State  ought  we  to  look 
with  more  deep  concern  than  a  disordered  state  of  the  mon- 
etary system.  There  are  duties  of  more  paramount  obli- 
gation on  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  than  to  exer- 
cise all  the  powers  granted  them  by  the  constitution,  to 
restore  a  sound  and  healthy  action  to  that  currency  which 
regulates  the  transactions  of  the  people.  To  preserve 
union,  establish  justice,  and  insure  domestic  tranquillity, 
are  among  the  leading  objects  of  the  federal  compact 

Mr.  Chairman,  another  unmeaning  and  complex  no- 
tion is  to  be  presented  to  the  nation  to  reconcile  them 
to  this  new  and  dangferous  project.  They  are  to  be 
amused  with  the  cant  phrase,  that  Government  ought 
to  be  divorced  from  the  hanks ;  and  the  people,  who  1^*^^^ 
based  all  their  transactionn  on  the  local  banks  and  the  cur- 
rency furnished  by  them,  are  to  be  abandoned  to  shift  for 
themselves,  under  the  denunciation  and  slanders  of  the 
Government— that  same  Government  that  brought  many 
of  these  banks  into  existence,  and  assured  the  people  they 
were  to  be  confided  in,  and  that  they  would  furnish  a  bet- 
ter currency,  and  do  the  business  of  exchange  on  better 
terms,  or  as  good,  and  more  extensively,  than  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  ever  had.  And  this  language  was  held 
by  the  administration  up  to  the  4th  of  March  last,  when 
the  late  President,  in  his  farewell  address,  only  about  eight 
weeks  before  the  banks  all  suspended  specie  payments, 
from  causes  to  which  I  have  briefly  adverted,  announced  to 
the  nation  that  all  was  well  in  regard  to  our  banks  and 
currency.  If  those  placed  by  the  people  of  this  country 
at  the  head  of  public  affairs,  for  their  supposed  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  could  not  foresee  the  fatal  catastrophe  which 
was  to  occur  in  so  short  a  time,  how  can  they  criminate 
with  such  wanton  and  unfeeling  cruelty  the  conduct  of  the 
banks  which  had  followed  their  counsels  1  For,  sir,  I  have 
now  before  me  the  letter  of  Secretary  Taney  to  the  depos- 
ite  banks,  alYer  the  removal  of  the  depositee,  in  which  he 
exhorts  the  State  banks  to  expand  their  issues,  and  to  be 
liberal  in  their  accommodations  to  the  community.  No 
sooner,  however,  had  the  shock  been  felt  by  the  banks, 
and  their  doors  closed,  than  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion became  alarmed  lest  censure  and  reproach  should  fall 
on  the  administration,  and  <<  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war*'  on 
the  banks,  in  order  to  make  them  the  scape -goats  to  bear 
off  the  sins  and  blunders  of  the  administration. 

Sir,  how  many  of  the  deposite  banks  are  insolvent,  and 
how  much  is  the  Government  likely  to  lose  by  them  ?  I 
should  like  to  have  a  candid  answer  to  this  question.  T 
am  sure  that  I  have  not  been  informed.  If  any  are  likely 
to  prove  insolvent,  they  ought  to  be  designated.  On  the 
contrary,  we  are  informed  by  the  Secretary  that  the  public 
money  placed  in  them  will  be  ultimately  safe.  Their  whole 
crime,  then,  consists  in  having  expanded  their  issuer  in 
conformity  to  the  advice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  approbation  of  the  Government,  and,  under  an  un- 
ex|iected  revulsion  in  trade,  and  a  pressure  for  specie,  which 
the  wisest  men  among  us  did  not  foresee,  suspended  specie 
payments.  In  this  hour  of  difficulty  and  alarm,  Mr.  Pupk 
said  he  would  ask  of  every  candid  roan  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment, after  having  nationalized  these  banks  and  their 
paper,  were  not  bound  in  gratitude  to  their  bank  friends 
and  the  people  to  put  forth  all  their  strength  and  constitu- 
tional power  to  aid  and  surtnin  their  croiiit  nnd  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community  in  their  paper  ? 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  not  much  sympathy  for  thoxe  bsnks 
which  accepted  the  depositee  at  the  time  of  their  removal 
from  the  United  States  Bank,  because  they  had  been  hired 
and  seduced  to  embark  their  influence  in  a  crusade  against 
the  national  bank,  which  they  will  find,  and  ought  to  have 
known  long  since,  is  the  best  regulator  of  oar  pnpcr  sys- 
tem, and  the  great  conservator  of  the  sound  State  banks  of 


the  nation.  From  the  commencement  of  the  Govsnuaeal, 
the  national  bank  and  Sute  banks  had  lived  in  barnooy 
and  worked  together  for  the  good  and  prosperity  of  thii 
rising  nation.  By  their  .joint  efforts  spurious  and  fiditimi 
banks  had  been  kept  under,  and,  during  the  exittenoA  of  i 
national  and  good  State  banks,  the  people  had  bsen  ttean 
against  a  vicious  national  or  local  currency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  was  as  jealous  of  men  in  power  ui 
political  man  ought  to  be  in  this  free  Govemmeot,  I  ahosM 
incline  to  believe  that  the  plan  has  been  long  and  deqilj 
laid  to  destroy  the  present  banking  system  of  the  nalioB, 
national  and  local,  for  the  purpose  of  rearing  op  od  di 
ruins  a  great  Government  bank,  to  be  wieUed  by  ihoee  in 
power ;  yes,  sir,  to  concentrate  in  the  hands  of  the  Exec- 
utive not  only  the  sword,  but  the  great  money  power  of 
this  nation.  The  first  bank  to  be  destroyed  wae  tkit  of 
the  United  States ;  and,  that  accomplished,  the  next  to  be 
sacrificed  were  State  banks;  and  it  might  have  been  np> 
posed,  from  what  occurred  in  1814  and  IS  15,  tbntth^ 
%vould  fall  an  easy  prey  from  similar  causes;  ami  theo  i 
Government  bank  would  seem  to  be  a  neceseary  reeult  d 
the  destruction  of  all  others ;  for,  sir,  it  has  never  beei 
imagined  by  the  enlightened  men  of  this  county  that  the 
fiscal  «nd  commercial  business  of  the  United  Statee  cooU 
be  carried  on  over  our  extended  territory,  by  an  exdoaie 
metallic  medium.  UnUl  lately,  1  was  uUerly  at  t  iw  to 
conjecture  the  motive  which  induced  the  friends  of  ito 
administration  to  oppose,  with  such  zeal  ond  violence  « 
denunciation,  the  charter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  IniW 
States  by  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania;  and  what  u  iM 
extraordinary  is,  that  a  distinguished  citixen  of  Peoo^ 
vtnia,  now  on  a  foreign  mission,  should  have  so  laldy  » 
vocated,  in  the  public  prints,  the  revolutionary «»«• 
annulling,  in  a  convention,  the  solemn  charl«:r8  gruHi 
by  that  State.  The  bank  had  ceased  to  exist  as  i  m^* 
al  institution ;  and  why  there  abould  have  been  socft  p«j 
tilitv  to  ito  incorporation  by  the  State  of  PenDsyWsDii,  i 
could  not  divine,  until  this  sub-Treasury  scheme  wti  H- 
nounced  in  the  late  message  of  the  President.  '*  "J  PJ 
sible  that  it  was  apprehended  that  a  Stale  bank  ot  na 
magnitude,  under  State  authority,  might  present  some  ob- 
stacle to  the  great  destroyer  of  banks,  and  embarrMia' 
scheme  under  consideration,  designed,  if  I  ««»  ^  f^ 
deceived,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  great  Tressury  bsoi. 

In  looking  at  the  past  and  present  course  of  thu»gs,l» 
led  liack  to  the  discusnons,  in  the  Virginia  convenlwm  " 
this  constitution,  between  Patrick  Henry,  ***«^'*  °2 
of  ancient  or  modem  times,  and  one  who  looked  Uir«J 
the  deeds  of  men,  and  the  late  Mr.  Madison,  •t^m^ 
most  virtuous  and  enlightened  statesmen  in  Aro«"^-     ' 
MadUon  could  not  behove  that  any  P'^ident  wouMreaw^ 
a  good  officer  without  reasonable  cause,  and  ^*^^^^jiU 
the  powers  of  Government  were  so  arranged  '°".\!^jj 
that  there  could  be  no  undue  or  dangerous  «cc.""*T  Jt^ 
any  department.     Mr.   Henry,  with  prophetic  '**""* y^ 
the  same  time  that  he  liestowed  a  merited  culogium  on 
virtues  and  intalligence  of  Mr.  Madison,  saiil,  *^^'J\j* 
terms,  that,   unfortunately  for  himself,  and  "^v^olf 
fur  his  country,  he  had  lieeii  bred  up  in  the  ^V,  y   g^. 
study,  and  knew  nothing  of  mankind.   Sir,  ssid  ^^'^^^ 
ry,  whatever  others  moy  think,  however  they  !"*^    g,^ 
this  coH8tituti<m,  to  me  it  hos  an  awful  squinting  »  ^ 
monarchy.     Mr.  Henry  had  studied  buuian  n»W»     ^ 
roughly,  and  explored,  with  the  eye  of  a  wary  eUtenw  . 
the  secret  springs  of  human  actions,  and  IbresaWf  or 
ho  foresaw,  a  strong  toiidency  in  this  Govcminen**^  ^. 
rentrata  too  much  strength  in  the  Executive  ^   j'^^js 
dieted  that  at  n«»  distant  day  he  would  be  »<>'*.  .'f|j,p,Ba 
fact,  if  not  in  form,  than  any  monarch  on  the  ^"l"    „|iit 
since  the  Revolotiim  of  1688.     Mr.  Chaimitn,  H«»  ^^i, 
I  have  observed  within  a  few  years  past,  1  fe»f  "^:    .ljoIi 
predictions  will  be  fulfilled,  unless  eveiy  man  w&o  <" 
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thu  frw  flyitem  is  worth  presenriiig  will  stand  forth  and 

oDotributs  hit  mite  to  check  this  tendency  to  prostrate  all 
other  (JepaitmentB  at  the  feet  of  the  Executive. 

I  know  that  many  gentlemen  calculate  that  this  cant 
phraw  of  divorce  of  Government  from  hanks  is  to  carry  them 
(humphaDtJy  through  the  pending  struggle;  but  if  they 
fflottot  this  petty,  poor  hobby,  they  will  soon  find  them- 
■dfcs  csst  into  insignificance,  l^hey  rely  too  much  on  the 
oedoiity  of  the  people,  and  underrate  their  intelligence, 
lo  jtfotperous  times,  wh«n  they  feel  no  distress  or  sufier- 
iog  from  |he  measures  of  the  administration,  they  cannot 
be  eaiiiy  roused  to  resist  error ;  but  in  times  like  the  present, 
gnulemen  may  be  assured  that  the  whole  intellect  and  en- 
vp  of  the  people  will  be  brought  into  action  to  vindicate 
their  rights  and  interests. 

The  respect  I  have  for  many  gentlemen  who  talk  about 
1  divorce  of  the  Government  from  all  banks,  induces  me  to 
tuaune  more  gravely  than  might  seem  to  be  necessary  or 
pruper,  the  nature  and  character  of  thitf  divorce.  The  par- 
liet  to  be  divorced  are  the  Goveniment  on  the  one  part,  and 
fk  banks,  and,  I  would  add,  the  people,  on  the  other  part. 
Kow,  sir,  what  is  the  Government,  the  party  of  the  first 
^?  It  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  understand  the  matter, 
the  States  and  people  acting  here  in  all  the  Departments  by 
units;  this  is  a  Government  of  the  people  and  States, 
who  are  at  present  acting  by  selected  agents,  in  one  branch, 
the  States  acting  by  agents  selected  by  them  in  their  cur- 
urate  eapacity.  Now,  sir,  what  are  the  banks  of  the 
Allies  but  money  corporations,  created  by  the  States,  fur- 
■ihing  bank  money  or  currency  for  the  people  of  the 
Slates,  and  solemnly  made  by  this  Government  money 
jpnls  of  the  Uuited  States,  and  furnishing,  with  the  sanc- 
ia  of  this  Government,  bank  money  for  the  Government 
ind  people  of  the  United  States  ?  The  stock  of  some  banks 
I  owned  exclusively  by  the  States ;  in  some  the  stock  is 
ivned  in  part  by  the  States  and  in  part  by  the  people ; 
■  others,  the  whole  is  owned  entirely  by  citizens.  This 
Ivorce,  then,  if  I  can  comprehend  the  true  character  of  it, 
t  a  aeparation  of  the  States  banks,  and  people,  from  the 
hatfs,  banks,  and  people.  There  is  something  so  obscure 
lod  preposterous  in  the  proposition  advanced,  that  the  Gov- 
noient  of  the  nation  ought  to  sever  itself  from  the  States 
imI  people,  and  leave  the  people  to  struggle  with  a  ruinous 
srreocy,  without  an  effort  to  correct  the  evil,  that  I  am  at  a 
baa  for  argument  to  combat  such  an  incomprehensible,  idle 
ikantom.  Am  I  to  understand  gentlemen  that  the  existing 
incndesin  the  nation,  practically  the  money  of  the  people, 
rag  the  standard  and  measure  of  value  among  them,  the  basis 
if  all  their  contracts  and  transactions,  is  to  be  left  in  chaotic 
Bsorder  and  confusion,  without  an  effort  on  our  part  to  ap- 
iy  a  correct  ve,  and  that  we,  the  agents  of  the  people,  are 
ocrely  to  provide  good  money  for  ourselves  and  public  offi- 
er»->that  we,  a  select  few  only,  are  to  be  taken  care  oft 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  reflect  like  faithful  representa- 
ives  and  guardians  of  the  public  prosperity  and  happi- 
less,  and  act  effectively  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of 
laty  and  patriotism.  Let  us  exert  all  the  powers  granted 
7  the  constitution  to  redeem  our  country  from  the  evils 
tad  dangers  which  surround  it.  It  is  proper  to  ex- 
ludiie  the  powers  of  this  Government  in  relation  to 
«)9iinerce,  and  money,  or  currency.  By  the  consiitu- 
ioD,  power  is  expressly  granted  to  Congress  to  coin 
nooey  and  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  to  fix  a 
loiform  standard  of  weights  and  measures.  To  Congress 
tower  is  expressly  granted  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
ign  nations,  and  between  the  several  Suites,  and  with  the 
udian  tribes.  That  money  and  currency  is  intimately  as- 
odated  with  commerce,  and  has  been  so  in  all  times  and 
a  all  well-regulated  commercial  nations,  I  need  not 
dduce  facts  or  arguments  to  prove.  Money  and  cur- 
%ncy  have  ever  been  considered  the  life  and  soul  of 
Moinierce;  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Hume,  it  is  the  oil 


which  renders  the  wheels  of  trade  smooth  and  easy,  and 
be  considers  the  thorough  concoction  and  circulation  of 
money  through  a  State  of  much  importance. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  in  convention  assem- 
bled, were  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  granting 
to  Congress  full  power  over  the  subjects  of  commerce,  ex- 
ternal and  internal,  and  currency ;  and,  to  make  their  in- 
tention more  manifest,  they  denied  to  the  Slates  the  power 
of  coining  money  or  emitting  bills  of  credit.  The  evil 
which  had  been  experienced  from  the  power  of  the  States 
to  coin  money  or  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  the  danger  and 
inconvenience  of  permitting  the  States  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  or  with  each  other,  induced 
the  convention  to  vest  Congress  with  plenary  and  exclu- 
sive sovereignty  over  these  subjects ;  and  I  put  it  to  gentle- 
men to  answer  whether  the  powers  and  duties  of  this 
Government  in  relation  to  currency  and  commerce  are 
not  as  ample  and  imperative  under  the  limitations  of  the 
constitution,  as  can  be  imposed  on  any  other  Government 
The  States  and  people  of  the  States  have  not  reserved 
any  control  or  sovereignty  over  these  subjects,  but  have 
surrendered  them  to  Congress. 

The  people  of  these  States,  by  their  relation  to  this 
Government,  are  bound,  by  their  money  and  their  arms, 
to  stand  by  and  support  it  in  good  and  evil  times,  and 
have  a  right  to  demand  the  exercise  of  all  the  power  and 
means  within  the  sphere  of  their  authority,  to  give  them  a 
good  currency,  a  fair  measure  of  value  to  insure  a  just  re- 
lation between  creditor  and  debtor,  and  preserve  a  healthy 
action  in  the  external  and  internal  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try. Nor  can  the  Government  refuse  or  neglect  to  per- 
form those  duties  to  the  extent  of  their  power  and  means, 
without  a  criminal  violation  of  their  highest  duties  and  ob- 
ligations. If  those  placed  in  authority  are  too  elevsted  to 
feel  for  tbe  distresses  of  the  people,  or  not  wise  enough  to 
perceive  the  remedies  necessary  and  proper  to  cure  exist- 
ing disorders ;  are  so  tight  laced  with  coniniitment  and  con- 
sistencies as  to  be  unable  to  act  tbe  part  demanded  by  the 
exigencies  of  tbe  times  and  the  voice  of  a  disturbed  na- 
tion, let  them  retire  from  the  post  assigned  thein,  and  give 
place  to  wiser  and  better  men,  who  hava  not  sought  tbe 
post  of  honor  at  the  expense  of  princii'le  and  ihe  public 
good ;  will  not  be  committed  against  measures  essential  to 
maintain  credit  and  oonfidence,  and  protect  tbe  great 
springs  of  tlie  public  prosperity.  How  ditferent  is  the 
language  held  by  tho  administration  of  public  affairs  in 
this  country,  from  that  held  by  the  administration  of 
Great  BriUin  and  the  whigs  of  that  country.  In  the 
year  1793,  when  the  people  of  that  country  were  over- 
whelmed with  difficulties  and  enibarrussmeiits,  and  the 
commercial  credit  was  in  danger,  the  Government  stcpfici} 
forward  with  a  kind  and  aiding  band,  and  arrested  thi» 
ruin  and  desolation  wliich  seemed  to  bo  impending. 

In  1797,  when  the  Bank  of  England  suspended  specie 
payment,  and  a  panic  seized  tbe  nation,  the  prime  minis- 
ter of  England,  instead  of  denouncinc;  the  bank  and  order- 
ing a  commission  of  bankruptcy  against  her,  had  a  com- 
mittee raised  to  examine  her  afiaifs,  who  reported,  aAer  a 
full  examination  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  that  the  meauff 
were  ample  to  meet  her  engagements,  and  that  she  was 
sound  and  solvent;  that  tbe  suspension  was  forced  on  the 
bank  by  tlie  circumstances  which  surrounded  the  country 
and  tbe  dangers  which  menaced  it. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  Government  had  taken  tho 
same  course,  had  an  investigation  made  into  the  condi- 
tion of  our  banks,  and  a  report  of  tbe  same  character, 
so  far  as  merited,  made  to  the  nation,  with  assurance  that 
the  Government  would  aid  them  with  its  credit  and  coun- 
tenance to  resume  specie  payments,  they  would  have 
maintained  with  the  people  confidence  in  our  institutions, 
so  irnportant  in  this  hour  of  alarm  and  distrust;  and  if  the 
President,  in  bis  message,  in^^tead  of  denouncing  a  nation- 
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al  bank,  had  declaied,  like  Preaideat  Madison,  thait  the  I 
8uue  bank  experiment  would  not  answer  without  a  nation- 
al bank,  and  recommended  the  mdaaore  to  the  considers^ 
tion  of  Congrexs;  if  be  had  hurled  from  him  the  hobby 
by  which  be  rode  into  power,  and  diaraounted  hid  follow- 
er*, and  admitted  his  error,  with  that  magnanimity  which 
becomes  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  nation,  be  would  have 
gained  a  crown  of  public  approbation  worth  all  the  Treas- 
ury note  bills  and  sub-Treasury  schemes  which  his  inge- 
nuity can  invent  in  the  four  years  for  which  he  was  elect- 
ed. In  confirmation  of  the  opinion  I  have  advanced, 
of  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  give  the  people  a 
good  cnivency,  and  guard  against  a  ruinous  and  unstable 
one,  let  me  call  yeur  attention  to  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  the  whigs  of  England,  such  as  Charles  Pox,  Bheridan, 
and  others,  whose  lives  were  devoted  to  sustain  the  rights 
of  the  people  against  the  usurpations  of  the  Crown. 

In  a  protest  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Lords 
in  the  year  1797,  during  the  v^ar  between  England  and 
Prance,  they  hold  and  maintain  the  following  language 
and  opinions.     The  whigs  insist  in  that  protest  that  *'the 
advisers  of  the  Crown  are  responsible  for  the  condition  of 
the  State ;  responsible  for  its  internal  peace  and  general 
good  government ;  for  the  protection  oi  its  commerce,  its 
credit,  and  the  various  sources  of  its  prosperity  and  wealth." 
And,   Mr.  Chairman,  I  concur  with  Pox,  Bheridan,  and 
other  whigs  of  England,  whose  lives  were  devoted  to  the 
niaintenajice  of  the  powers  and  privUegics  of  Pariiament 
against  the  encroachments  and  uauriiations  of  the  Crown, 
that  those  charged  with  the  administration  of  thb  or  any 
either  Government  are  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the 
State,  and  for  the  protection  of  its  commerce  and  credit, 
and  that  no  administration  can  evade  that  resprmsibility 
with  honor  or  a  regard  to  public  duty.     According  to  the 
express  provisions  of  our  constitution,  and  the  fundamental 
law  inherent  in  every  political  association,  those  placed 
in  authority  are  under  the  moit  imperious  and   sacred 
efcligations  to  perform  the  duties  to  which  he  had  advert- 
ed.     It  is  true  that,   technically  and  strictly   speaking, 
nothing  but  gold  and  silver  can  be  forced  on  a  creditor ; 
but  wo  know  also  that,  in  practice,  whatever  medium 
may  by  law  or  general  consent  be  generally  received  in 
exchange  for  property  or  commodities,  and  in  payment  of 
debta,  is,  and  must  lie,  the  circulating  medium  and  cur- 
rency of  such  cocintry,  and  will  regulate  the  performance 
of  contract^  if  another  medium  be  not  specially  provided 
for;  and  hence  the  necessity  imposed  on  the  sovereign 
power  to  guard  agvinst  the  depreciation  and  fluctuations 
of  currency,  whatever  it  may  be,  t<)  secure  society  against 
violent  struggles  between  debtor  and  creditor,  the  necessary 
consequence)  of  a  spurious,  uncertain  standard  of  value. 
Por  f  -rty  years  out  of  forty-eight  of  our  national  existence, 
our  Government,  by  the  use  of  national  banks,  has  secured 
the  country  against  these  evils.    It  seems  to  be  fashionable 
now  to  denounce  the  banking  and  credit  systems,  and  extol 
ibe  hard-money  plan.    The  policy  and  expediency  of  banks 
I   do  not  consider,   at  this   day,    a  debatable  question. 
They  are  liable,  like  all  other  good  institutions,  to  abuses ; 
but  the  systems  here,  while  we  had  a  national  bank,  attained 
as  much  perfection  as  in  any  other  country  where  they  had 
been  used.     Banks  havo  been  introduced  in  the  most  en- 
lightened countrias  o(  Europe,  the  of&pring  of  commerce 
and  wealth  in  commercial  nations.      The  experience  of 
ages  has  established  their  utility,  and  it  would  be  strange 
for  ui^,  at  this  day,  to  run  counter  to  the  long  usage  and 
testimony  of  the  whole  commercial  worid.     We  have  had 
them  in  this  country  for  more  than  half  a  century.     Few 
men  are  willing  to  keep  in  their  private  coffers  a  large 
amount  of  money ;  the  fact  is  difficult  to  conceal  from  those 
aliout  them.     A  man  cannot  be  always  at  home  to  guard 
his  treasure,  and  is  exposed  to  robbery  and  murder;  hence 
wen  are  generally  disposed  to  deposit e  their  funds  on  hand 


in  some  place  of  aalety,  and  banks  of  good  nd  lobal 
character,  and  having  ganeral  confiAsnce,  are  Nhcu^hy 
prudent  men  to  take  care  of  them ;  and  these  depoaiciHl 
of  great  advantage  to  the  public,  because  the  moDcy  if  % 
country,  instead  of  being  boarded,  is  secured  by  tbeowMl 
from  fire  and  robbery,  and  placed  in  good  banb,  aadpl 
in  circulation  by  the  banks,  to  aid  the  enterprise, 
and  business  of  the  people.  But  to  secure  these  lif 
ges,  and  augment  in  thia  way  the  active  capital  of 
community,  it  la  necessary  that  the  banks  shoukl  bei 
and  have  the  firm  confidence  of  the  people. 

Banks,  in  their  origin  in  Europe,  were  plaeei  of  i 
site  and  of  inspection  for  money,  to  prevent  clippng  or j 
basing  the  coin.    The  checks  of  the  depositors  psawd  U 
hand  to  hand  as  money,  and,  beriig  convertible  at  tU  r' 
into  specie,  this  species  of  transfer  was  called  bank  m 
ao  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  and  of  the  Bi 
the  United  States,  while  convertible  into  specie, 
properly  denominated  bank  money.     To  give  to  papeU 
the  form  of  bank  notes,  the  character  of  monej,  it  ir 
cesaary  ao  to  organize  and  regulate  our  banking  ajit 
to  secure  to  the  holder  of  a  note  the  power  of  oni 
it  into  geld  and  silver  at  all  times ;  and  this  we  bin; 
been  able  to  do  uniformly,  but  by  the  agency  of  a  si 
institution.     The  hanking  and  paper  credit  of  Chtiti 
ain  has  been  carried  to  a  greater  extent  than  that  of  ^ 
nation  in  Europe ;  and  under  its  operation  and  is^ 
she  baa  Iwcome  the  first  coramerdal  and  naval  Po 
the  worid.      When  Bonaparte  waa  preparing  to  ii 
England  with  a  million  of  soldiers,  the  timid  part  oi 
nation  became  alarmed,  and  made  a  run  upon  the  1 
in  order  to  prepare  for  flight  from  the  kingdom,  ilj 
event  of  Bonaparte's  success ;  and  this,  with  other  a 
forced  a  suspension  of  specie  payments ;  and  yet  £n| 
with  this  suspension,  maintained ,  a  war  againat  sai 
Europe  for  more  than  twenty  years — triumphed  o«i 
aombined  fleets  of  Prance  and  Spain  in  two  decianj 
toriea,  at  Trafalgar  and  the  Nile,  and  carried  her  | 
and  domination  to  regions  where  the  Roman  e^lei 
flew  when  mistress  of  the  world ;  and  there  would 
be  no  limit  to  her  domination,  but  for  the  rising 
of  thia  republic. 

It  WAS,  sir,'the  Anglo-Saxon  spirit  of  this  people  i 
us  indejiendence ;  and  this  nation,  if  united,  mil, 
distant  period,  rival  Great  Britain  in  commerce,  andi 
her  supreme  dominion  on  the  ocean. 

What,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  the  efiect  of  tbe 
system  and  paper  credit  in  this  country  ?  It  comfl 
more  than  fifty  years  ago,  has  expanded  with  tbe 
of  the  nation,  and,  in  less  than  half  a  century,  pi 
present  constitution,  we  have  risen  from  a  sfflali 
to  be  the  second  commercial  naUon  in  the  civiliied ' 
Our  navigation  has  increased ;  our  country  baa  irp; 
with  astonishing  rapidiQr,  in  wealth  and  internal  inf 
ments  of  every  kind  ;  our  population  has  expaoded  1^ 
far  West,  where  the  wilderness  baa  been  made  to  bM 
like  the.  rose,  under  tbie  operation  and  inflacoce  flfl 
banking  system  so  much  denounced  of  late. 

Banks  are  useful,  not  only  in  aiding  the  geneial  m 
tions  of  commerce,  but  they  place  the  poor  andwealtn 
more  equal  ground.  Young  men  of  enterpriae,  ii'Jw 
and  good  habits,  can  generally,  with  the  aid  of  friead^ 
tain  loans,  on  moderate  interest,  to  embark  in  trade  J 
business ;  and  thousands  of  enterprising  young  men  « 
out  capital,  with  a  little  credit,  have  risen  from  po^ 
opulence.  I  know,  too,  that  the  branches  of  tbe  Id 
States  Bank  esUblished  in  Kentucky,  after  all  ^^^^ 
were  wound  up  there,  diflused  their  loans  anu  tceofl* 
dations  to  the  people  of  my  State  as  fairly  and  ufffo 
and,  indeed,  more  so  than  any  other  bank  ever  M I 
without  interfering  in  our  party  contests.  1  bHieve 
'  institutions  were  ever  less  liable' to  such  an  impolatioo- 
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Ui,  Chtinnan,  I  have  aow  to  nj  to  my  friends  from 
Tupm,  who  oppose  this  MH,  and  insist  that  the  btate 
tuki  ihsli  be  continued  as  depositories  of  the  public 
wnej,  that  wiiile  I  do  noi  believe  that  this  Government 
SQgbt  to  depend  on  the  agency  of  banks  under  State  ou- 
Ihoiity,  I  will  vote  with  them  to  make  general  and  special 
leporttM  in  those  -banks  in  preference  to  the  bill  under  de^ 
bite;  aud  I  hope  if  the  amendment  proposed  in  favor  of 
Aats  banks  should  bo  rejected,  that   my  friends    from 
ViigiJiJa  will  unite  with  me  for  a   bank  of  the  United 
Aaiea.    They  will  answer  me,  probably,  that  they  cannot 
do  tfaia^  because  it  u  forbidden  by  the  constitutional  doc- 
tnaes  of  Virginia,  which,  he  (Mr.  P.)  most  confess  he  had 
Mvwbeen  able  to  understani^  ahhough  born  in  Virginia, 
«Ara  to  actor  on  the  political  theatre,  and  a  supporter  of 
Iftm  Tirginia  Presidents— Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Mon- 
Ibi.   Iftherie  distinguished  men  are  to  be  considered  the 
^n  of  the  Yirgima  political  churchy  with  the  addition  of 
ilehte  Mr.  Crawford,  born  in  Virginia,  and  supported 
h  th»  Presideocy  by  that  Bute,  we  shall  be  still  more  at 
alow 40  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  Virginia  doc- 
hbei ;  and  we  shall  probably  find  them,  like  the  doctrines 
Hfmoft  other  States— one  nite  of  faith  in  theory,  and  ano- 
Aar  io  practice. 

It  has  l«en  gendraUy  supposed  that  the  Virginia  states- 
neo  of  the  Je&rson  or  -republican  school  were  opposed  to 
k exercise ef implied  or 4:oBstructive  powers;  or  at  least 
Alt  they  are  more  strict  constructionists  than  others ;  that 
htj  are  opposed  to  the  exercise  of  powers  not  expressly 

Cited ;  and  so  am  I,  Mr.   Chairman.    If  there  is  any 
0  line  of  demarkattOR  .between  the  opinions  uf  Virginia 
piitiduu  and  others,  in  regard  to  the  powers  of  this  Uov- 
bninent,  I  have  •never  been  Jibte  to  discover  it. 
'  il  if  true  that  parties  hav«  difiered  about  the  power  to 

t particular  measures ;  but  there  is  no  general  rule  of 
Taction  on  which  the  sutesmen  of  this  country  have 
Mrred,  at  least  in  practioe.  Those  in  oppO(»ition  have, 
Mer  every  admiaistration,  assailed  the  constitutionality 
I  oeasuxes  adopted  by  -those  in  powpr ;  and  those  in 
l^wer  have  uniformly  exeieised  all  the  powers  in  their 
ipioion  necessary  and  proper  to  sustain  their  policy  and 
JBcomplish  their  objects.  If  politicians  of  the  Virginia 
Miool  have,  in  practice,  observed  a  more  strict  consirue- 
feo  of  the  constitution  ^an  ethers,  I  have  in  vain  lo«>ked 
^  evidence  of  the  fact.  Mr.  Jeflferson,  Mr.  Madison,  and 
Mf-  Monroe,  united  in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  and  its 
BcsqHiratioa  into  Uie  United  States,  the  constitutionality 
f  which  was  controverted  by  the  statesmen  of  the  Eastern 
^«;  and  the  correctness  of  their  constitutional  objec- 
ts was  admitted  by  Mr.  Jefferson  himself;  but  heju«ti- 
^  the  act  OB  the  ground  of  necessity.  He  considered 
^«  acquisition  necessary,  to  secure  to  the  West  a  free 
Qtktlu  the  ocean,  and  to  preserve  the  Union.  After 
bit,  a  law  passed  Congress  to  establish  a  branch  of  the 
Tniird  SSiates  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  which  the  bank  had 

0  right  to  do  under  her  chsrter ;  and,  therefore,  that  act 
ust  be  considei^d  in  the  nature  of  an  original  proposition, 
Dd  it  received  t^e  sanction  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Presi- 
ent  of  the  United  States  ;  and  ether  laws  were,  I  believe, 
eased  during  his  administration  to  protect  this  unconstitu- 
iensl  monster. 

Mr.  P.  raid  that  among  the  first  acU  for  which  he  ever 
oled  in  Congress,  was  the  embargo  recommended  by 
'rraident  Jefferson,  in  the  winter  of  1807,  for  which  there 

1  no  express  grant  of  power  in  the  cont^Utution,  unless 
inbraced  by  the  clause  authorizing  Congress  to  pass  all 
tws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers 
ranted,  dtc. ;  or  the  power  may  be  implied  as  incidental 
>  the  powers  to  declare  war  and  regulate  commerce.  The 
uWlc  men  from  the  Eastern  tStates,  er  many  of  them,  con- 
mded  that,  wider  a  power  to  regulate  commerce,  Congress 
ad  no  power  lo  destroy  coraineice.     The  law,  without 


limitation  as  to  time,  declared  that  no  ship  or  vessel  should 
depart  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  United  Slates,  for  any 
foreign  country ;  certainly  one  of  the  strongest  measures 
ever  hazarded  by  any  Government. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  noi  intend  to  be  understood  as 
questioning  the  constitutionality  of  the  embargo  law.  ^  At 
an  early  period  of  this  Government,  I  think  the  Virginia 
statesmen  supported  the  constitutionality  and  expediency 
of  protecting  and  encouraging  American  navigation,  by 
imposing  discriininating  duties  on  fureign  vesMols ;  and, 
until  lately,  they  admitted  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  a 
protecting  Uriff.  In  the  year  1781,  the  continental  Con- 
gress, composed  of  the  most  godlike  men  for  vvisdom  and 
elevated  patriotism  ever  assembled  under  the  suA,  passed 
the  first  national  bank,  called  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
ten  Slates  voting  for  it,  of  which  Virginia  was  one,  and 
three  against  it.  After  the  next  bank,  first  under  this  Con- 
stitution, had  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  been 
presented  to  President  Washington  for  bis  signature,  in 
consequence  of  some  opposition  to  it  in  Congress  on  con- 
stitutional grounds.  General  Washington,  with  that  cau- 
tion and  prudent  circumspection  which  characterized  his 
course  through  life,  callei*  on  his  cabinet  for  their  written 
opiuious  on  the  constitutional  question  ;  and  after  receiv- 
ing and  considering  them  without  refe/ence  to  men  or 
parties,  (for  he  was  above  sll  party,)  ^ith  that  practical 
wlnlom  and  forecast  for  which  he  was  distinguished,  ap- 
proved the  law.  Yea,  sir,  this  father  of  his  country,  this 
V  irginia  President,  decided  that  a  national  bank  was  con- 
stitutional. 

In  1816,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Monroe,  regardless  of 
previous  commitments,  bowed  to  the  voice  of  necessity  and 
ex()erience,  and  sacrificed  their  consistency  on  the  altar  of 
theif  country*8  good.  Virginia  supported  Mr.  Crawford, 
a  decided  supporter  of  a  national  bank,  for  the  Presidei.cy  ; 
and  in  that  vote,  according  to  the  notions  of  the  day,  has 
declared  in  faver  of  a  national  bank.  While  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  will  add  to  the  authority  of  Virginia  statesmen  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  McLean,  and 
others  might  be  mentioned,  the  most  enlightened  financiers 
in  the  countnr,  who  have,  from  a  thorough  and  practical 
knowledge  of  the  necessity  and  utility  of  such  an  institu- 
tion, concurred  in  opinion  with  the  distinguished  men  to 
whose  authority  I  have  appealed.  May  I  be  permitted  to 
refer  to  the  decisions  of  the  Congrese  of  1791,  1816,  and 
1839,  aa  high  authoritiea  in  favor  of  a  national  bankt 

In  the  face  of  this  high  authority,  the  experience  of  forty 
years  of  our  national  existence,  and  admonished  by  the 
present  disturbed  condition  of  the  country,  il  is  given  out 
m  speeches,  and  strongly  intimated  by  the  President  in 
his  message,  that  he  will  put  his  veto  on  any  bill  for  the 
creation  of  a  national    bank;    and  he    speaks    further, 
in   his    message,  of  the   persevering    opposition  of   the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  a  national  bank,  and  seems 
to  suppose  his  election  a  high  evidence  of  public  opinion 
on  this  question.    The  conclusion  he  draws  from  the  event 
of  his  election  furnishes  very  slender  evidence  on  this  pointy 
for  it  never  has  happened  that  any  piesidential  electioji  has 
turned  on  any  one  political  que(»tion.     The  choice  by  the 
people  of  a  President  is  influenced  by  various  considerations, 
and  rarely  with  reference  to  any  particular  question  or  prin- 
ciple ;  and,  besides,  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that  the  bank 
question  had  been  disposed  of  long  before  his  election,  and 
could  not  have  been  the  only  ground  of  selection.  But  if  they 
decided  against  a  national  bank,  they  must  have  declared  in 
favor  of  State  banks.  In  pulling  down  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  was  distinctly  announcetl  to  the  nation,  not  that 
bank  agency  would  be  dispensed  with,  but  that  State  banks 
would  answer  the  purpose  better.     The  people,  thenrfore^ 
if  they  decided  any  thing,  have  approved  the  substituts 
presented  to  them  l^  those  high  in  authority,  who  now  ac- 
knowledge that  the  aabstituts  of  State  hanks  has  (ailed; 
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and  hence  it  is  but  fair  to  contend  that  the  people  have 
only  declared  against  a  bank  on  the  conditition  that  the 
Slate  banks  would  fulfil  their  expectations ;  and,  therefore, 
it  would  seem  to  be  still  an  open  question,  or  the  decision 
is  in  favor  of  a  national  bank.  If  any  thing  has  been  de- 
cided, it  was  the  question  between  the  administration 
and  the  late  bank,  on  the  ground  of  imputed  miscon- 
duct on  their  part,  and  not  the  general  question  of  a 
national  bank.  He  was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
the  facts  to  dcciile  on  the  met  its  or  demerit^  of  the  late 
bank ;  he  had  thought  it  indiscreet  in  them  to  issue  publi- 
cations concerning  the  controversy  with  the  Government, 
because  it  did  them  no  service,  and  subjected  them  to  the 
imputation  o(  interfering  in  the  ejections  and  politics 
of  the  country.  For  this  course  there  may  have  been  some 
excuse  on  the  score  of  self-defence.  I  certainly  never  heard 
of  any  charge  of  the  kind  against  the  bank  before  its  con- 
test with  the  administration;  and  the  branches  in  Ken- 
tucky, I  believe,  have  acted  fairly  and  usefully,  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  I  neither,  Mr.  Chairman, 
understand  the  facts  involved  in  the  controversy,  nor  am 
I  disposed  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of  them.  I  am  for 
a  good  bank,  under  proper  regulations,  with  a  competent 
capital ;  reserving  to  the  States  one-fourth  or  one- third  of 
the  stock,  to  be  divided  among  them  according  to  an  equi- 
table ratio  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands ; 
foreigners  to  be  excluded  from  any  direction  of  the  bank ;  the 
interest  to  be  moderate,  and  a  majority  of  the  stock  to  be  sub- 
scribed tiy  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with  a  reservation 
of  full  power  to  Congress  to  guard  against  abuses,  and  in- 
sure to  the  people  a  sound,  stable,  and  uniform  currency, 
and  a  fair  and  faithful  administration  of  its  affairs.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  no  expectation  of  a  national  bank  until  de- 
manded by  the  voice  of  the  nation  ;  nor  is  it  desirable  that 
Congress  should  act  in  advance  of  public  opinion.  I  am 
ready  to  act,  at  any  time,  when  a  majority  shall  feel  satis- 
fied that  their  constituents  are  for  it.  I  shall  not  lie  deter- 
red from  pressing  this  subject  on  the  consideration  of  this 
House  or  the  Executive  by  any  intimation  or  menace  he 
may  give  of  a  veto,  and  I  deny  his  right  in  this  way  to  dic- 
tate to  or  influence  the  deliberations  of  the  legislative  body. 
In  doing  so  he  departs  from  the  sphere  of  action  assigned  to 
him  by  tlie  constitution  of  bis  country.  Prom  what  part 
or  clause  of  that  instrument  dt^s  he  derive  the  right  to  tell 
the  Legislature  that  he  will  not  co-operate  in  measures 
deemed  by  them  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  people! 

The  constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  President, 
from  time  to  time,  to  give  to  the  Congress  information  of 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  considera- 
tion such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expe- 
dient; but  on  what  part  or  clause  he  claims  the  right  to 
tell  the  Congress  of  those  things  they  ought  not,  or  shall 
not  do,  I  am  yet  to  learn.  The  veto  power  was  vested  in 
the  President  to  protect  him  against  encroachments  of 
the  Legislature.  It  is,  to  the  President,  a  conserva- 
tive power,  and  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  be  inter- 
posed to  stay,  for  a  time,  rash  and  intemperate  measures 
proceeding  from  high  party  or  popular  excitement,  and 
pregnant  with  very  disastrous  consequences  to  the  nation ; 
ond  in  such  a  possible  case,  not  likely  often  to  occur,  the 
President  may  interpose  to  throw  back  the  subject  on  the 
consideration  of  the  people  ;  but  when  it  gpoes  through  the 
crucible  of  investigation,  and  is  presented  as  their  settled 
and  deliberate  will  in  relation  tu  matters  of  concern  to  the 
whole  nation,  I  cannot  imagine  a  case  where  the  President 
could  rightfully  use  his  veto  to  defeat  the  popular  will;  and 
the  case  is  not  materially  different  in  regarrl  to  constitution- 
al questions.  After  the  nation  has  long  considered  and  de- 
liberately decided  a  constitutional  question,  the  President 
must  co-operate  with  the  legislative  department,  not  as  he 
understands  it,  but  as  understood  by  the  intelligence  of  the 
great  community,  for  whoM  benefit  it  was  made.  -The  pop- 


ular will,  clearly  and  deliberately  expressed,  moit  cooM 
the  course  of  this  free  Government,  and  especitlly  onsib- 
jects  of  doubtful  policy,  and  doubtful  constitotioDal  povct 
To  illustrate  and  support  my  views  of  this  veto  poia^ 
Mr.  P.  said  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  comDiOn 
to  the  last  paragraph  of  Mr.  Jefierson's  letter  to  GeDci| 
Washington,  on  the  bank  question,  in  the  year  1791.  *' 
Jefferson,  after  expressing  his  opinions  against  the 
well  concludes  by  telling  President  Washington  tbit, 
less  his  mind,  on  a  view  of  eveiy  thing,  wuiolnaliiyi 
that  it  was  unconstitutional ;  if  the  pro  and  tua  bu^j 
equal  as  to  balance  his  judgment,  a  just  respsct  f<v 
wisdom  of  the  Legislature  would  decide  the  baliDoi  inj 
vcr  of  their  opinion.  It  is  chiefly  for  cases  wkere  tbef  | 
clearly  misled  by  error,  ambition,  or  interest,  that  the f 
stitution  has  placed  a  check  in  the  negative  of  tlie  I 
dent.  This  opinion  was  given  to  the  President  at  tbej 
session  the  bank  question  was  agitated  in  CoogrM^i 
before  it  had  been  discussed  or  decided  on  by  th« 
How  much  stronger  is  the  case  now,  after  webiiei 
two  successful  experiments  of  twenty  years  each, 
constitutional  power  has  been  three  times  aaaerted 
majorities  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  confinnai 
the  other  departments  of  Governmenty  and  sopr 
the  opinions  of  a  host  of  the  most  enlightened 
and  patriots  of  this  country  ?  Let  it  he  remembeKd,i 
the  charter  of  a  national  iMink  does  not  invade  the  En 
tive  or  Judiciary,  and  can  only  trench,  if 
tional,  upon  the  rights  reserved  to  the  States  t 
people,  and  is  a  measure  which  concerns  the  ioic 
the  people  at  large. 

If  the  people  and  the  States,  from  a  conviction 
necessity  and  utility  of  such  an  institution,  should 
Congress  to  establinh  a  bank,  on  what  ground 
President  rightfully  interfere!     Should  this  meaMin. 
both  Houses  of  Congress  in  conformity  to  the  public] 
I  cannot  believe  it  possible  that  he  would  venture  aj 
but  should  he,    in  defiance  of  the   public  will, 
act  so  subversive   of  the  great  principle  of  self 
ment,  for  which   our  ancestors  bled,  I  trust  that 
Patrick   Henry  will    rise  on   this  floor,  and  n>miBJ 
clothed  in  a  little  brief  authority  here,  that  Cssid 
Brutus,  Charies  his  Cromwell,  and  that  they  hid 
profit  by  their  fate.     Sir,  this  menace  of  a  veto ' 
precedent  in  our  history,  except  an  opinion  expr 
message  of  Mr.  Monroe  about  the  appropriation  of 
for  toads,  for  which  he  was  censured  by  a  friend 
floor.     The  British  monarch  would  not  dare  to  thr 
Parliament   with   a  veto  on  a  measure  demanded 
voice  and  interest  of  the  nation.     The  veto  power, 
as  a  shield  to  protect  the  Executive  and  other  depar 
against  the  invasions  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  stay, 
moment,  raah  and  intemperate  action,  waa  never 
by  our  constitution  to  defeat  the  deliberate  will  of 
tion  in  relation  to  measures  of  general  interest 

I  will  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  say  any  more,  on  this* 
sion,  of  the  veto  power  or  its  exercise,  but  will  pro 
notice,  very  briefly,  the  amendment  ofifercd  by  a  geot 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Garland]  to  the  bill  under  cot 
tion,  for  which,  I  repeat,  I  will  vote,  as  the  least  of 
and  continue  this  State  bank  agency,  whether  the' 
Ites  are  general  or  special,  until  the  wisdom  and  ex| 
of  the  nation  shall  provide  a  better.     And  here  he^ 
take  leave  to  remark,  that  be  felt  proud  that  the  Old  ^ 
ion  was  the  land  of  his  birth,  when  he  saw  her  repi 
atives  stand  forth,  with  manly  firmness,  regsrdlcss  of | 
ty  and  the  frowns  of  power,  and  resist  measures  of  itxjii 
gcrous  tendency ;  and  he  begged  leave  to  assure  tben^ 
he  was  not  hostile  to  State  banks;  on  the  contrary,  h^j 
lieved  it  was  wise  for  every  State  to  have  banks  of  i 
capital,  and  under  prudent  management.     He  wasooti 
posed,  (continued  Mr.  P.)  to  impair  the  strength  of  dwSli 
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hraiBeDtay  beeauM  ht  held  them  to  b#  eMmtial  pilUn 
f  tiM  temple  of  Axnericmn  liberty.  While  he  was  nol  pre- 
•nd  to  go  the  whole  length  of  nullification,  hie  obeerra- 
ioB  ef  the  coane  and  tendency  of  thie  Government  for  a 
Ml  period  bed  coovinced  hin  that  the  strength  of  the 
IMs  Gofemmenle  mist  be  maintained,  and  that  they  were 
ki  gnat  bolwarlu  aromid  which  the  people  moet  occasion- 
1^  nUj  to  aneet  the  anti-repobliean  tendencies  to  which 
ll  eeotnl  power  is  liable  in  the  hands  of  wickedness  or 
lb.  At  the  eame  time  that  I  express  this  Wew,  with  un- 
Pped  riBcsrity,  I  most  be  permitted  to  s^,  that  the  na- 
Government  mast  be  allowed  the  full  and  £ur  ezer- 
\oS  til  the  powers  sssigned  to  it,  according  to  a  lair  in- 
itioo  of  the  conatitation,  to  enable  it  to  accomplish 
ttjecte  for  which  ii  was  intended.  The  powers  were 
'  to  Congress  to  regalate  commerce,  eaternal  and 
and  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  raloe  thereof, 
ioo  of  State  power ;  and  it  would  be  a  violation  of 
^t  end  intent  of  the  oonsCitatioB  to  withhold  from 
sfij  of  the  meaae  &irly  neoeseary  and  proper, 
Idnrlj  adapted  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  of  those 
hef  power  to  which  I  have  referred.  Aa  unreasona- 
or  jealousy  ought  not  to  be  indulged  of  this  Got- 
more  then  of  other  Governments  created  by  the 
,  fnm  whom  both  State  and  National  CKivemments 
mmied.  Our  nntionai  compact,  whether  of  the 
in  the  aggregate,  or  by  the  dtatee  in  their  eovereign 
cepBcitiea,  ought  to  receive,  especially  in  regard 
een  and  sobjeels  to  which  the  Stalee  are  not  compe- 
•  liuK  and  rational  intaipretation^  to  accompKah  the 
of  the  peities  to  it.  instead  of  an  over-strict,  teohni-> 


ooneervative  friends,  he  said,  musi  pardon  him, 
be  idmired  their  manly  independence,  to  say,  with 
i^ebrenee  to  their  intelligenoe,  that,  according  to  his 
'  on  the  sabject  of  commerce  and  money,  they  are 
[hrif  right  We  agree,  if  I  understand  them,  that  an 
in  aetaUic  medium  will  nol  answer  over  this  extcn- 
;  and  that«ur  social  and  commercial  ioter- 
i«i  bueioess  requires  a  paper  representstive  of  gold 
otherwise  called  bank  money )  for  bank  notes  of 
eredit,  and  convertible  everywhere  into  spede, 
ij,  for  all  the  purposes  of  human  eociety.  If  a 
nediiuD  is  necessary— <f  one  is  to  be  coined  or 
ired  for  Ihie  people,  I  put  the  que^oa  to  the 
'  vd  intelligence  of  thoee  gentlemen  ahd  all  other 
oa  this  floor,  whether,  according  to  tlie  divisions 
wtaUished  between  the  Sute  and  national  Gov- 
11^  that  medium  ought  not  to  emanate  from  the 
'  tnitead  of  Sute  authority  1  And  if  gentlemen 
I  «^  free  themedves  from  their  commitments,  and  dis- 
of  what  is  termed  consistency  here,  they  must  re* 
ui  the  affirmative. 

and  currency  are  certainly  placed  by  the  oon- 
within  the  sphere  of  national  legislation,  and  the 
BeUoni  or  bank  money  re|Mreeentative  ought  to  be 
'  bye  nitioaal  bank  of  univereal  credit  and  confi- 
vmI  on  •  foundation  as  firm  as  the  Government 

^aeweotial  that  any  paper  aubetltute  for  epecie,  to  make 
cy  over  the  whole  nation,  and  convertible  into 
everywhere,  must  have  a  national  chanctet;  and  I 
'Ptt  it  to  gentlemen,  to  answer  whether  it  is  poesihle  to 
'^tU  notes  of  the  banks  of  twenty-six  Statee  current 
^bere,  end  constitute  a  unilorm  and  stable  currency 
P^eplsl  b  it  in  the  power  of  this  Government  to 
the  notes  of  all  these  banks,  however  eolvent 
^T  K  eo  as  to  give  them  a  par  value  everywhere  1 
u  they  csnnot,  the  harvest  ef  the  brokers  moet  con- 
ud  the  loeses  to  ths  holders  of  noise  must  fell  chiefly 
Jtboring,  forming^  and  planting  claeses  of  the  com* 
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It  is  impossible  for  the  great  body  of  the  people  to  know 
the  condition  or  credit  of  all  the  local  banks  scattered  over 
this  vast  country ;  hence  the  necessity  of  a  medium  with 
the  national  stamp  on  it.  The  people  may  be  acqoainud 
with  the  conditioo,  and  have  confidence  in  the  banks  of  the 
State  or  neighborhood  in  which  they  Kyf ,  but  few  can  know 
much  of  distant  institutions. 

In  the  moet  prosperous  season  of  trade  and  business, 
when  there  existisd- little  distrust  of  banks,  it  was  difficult  to 
travel  in  different  States  with  local  notes,  and  they  were 
generally  under  par  at  a  distance  from  the  banks  of  iesue, 
and  had  to  be  eold  to  the  brokers.  Mr.  P.  eaid  he  could 
not  believe  that  this  Government  ought  to  be  dependent  on 
the  agency  of  hanks  not  responsible  to  them,  but  under  the 
control  of  the  States,  and  he  had  other  strong  objections  to 
this  connexion ;  but  ^*  preferred  them  to  the  plan  under 
consideration.  In  addition  to  the  olfjections  he  had  urged 
against  this  bill,  he  would  observe  that  these  sub-tressu- 
ries  were  to  be  diepereed  over  the  country,  and  to  be  in- 
spected by  the  agents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  their  reports,  through  him,  would  be  all  the  informa- 
tion which  it  would  be  practicable  for  Oongress  to  obtain. 
A  large  portion  of  the  pubKc  money  might  be  purloined 
f^om  theee  sub-treasuriM,  which  it  would  be  impossible  for 
Congrsss  to  detect,  without  sendfaig  committees  to  all  these 
distant  plaoes  to  examine  things  and  count  the  money,  and 
then,  without  an  inspection  of  the  whole,  the  most  vigilant 
scrutiny  eoild  be  eluded.  It  cannot  be  expected  (said  he) 
that  the  member*  of  this  House  csn  absent  themselves  from 
their  duties  here  so  long,  and  encounter  the  labors  such  an 
examination  would  require. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  now  twenty-eix  States,  with 
unlimited  power  to  make  banks  beyond  the  direct  control 
of  Congress^  and  the  banking  system  has  taken  such  a  deep 
root  in  our  country  that  H  is  the  extreme  of  foITy  to  think 
of  exterminating  it ;  and  if  one  State  banks,  another  wilt, 
and  this  qretem  must  remain  a  permanent  part  of  our  do- 
mestic pottey.  These  banks  furnish,  and  will  continue  to 
lumiah,  local  currencies  for  the  people ;  and  the  inquiry  is, 
whether  this  Government  ought  to  guard  them  against  the 
evtie  of  the  system,  and  what  are  the  best  and  most  practi- 
cable means  cif  doing  so  1  Every  ndmlnlstratron,  commen- 
cing with  that  of  Washington,  down  to  the  present,  has 
considered  it  the  sacred  duty  of  thieGovemoientto  use  the 
beat  means  in  (heir  power  to  cure  disorders  hi  the  currency, 
and  insure  to  the  people  a  stable  and  uniform  measure  of 
value  for  commerce  and  eontracta  of  every  kind.  Can  it 
lie  expected,  however  we  may  get  along  In  good  times,  that, 
in  a  commercial  or  pecuniary  convulsion  or  war,  these  nu- 
merous local  banks  can  have  general  confidence  in  each 
other,  or  can  be  united  and  act  with  that  concert  which  is 
necessary  to  sustain  credit  and  confidence  and  a  good  uni- 
form currency  during  the  shocks  incident  to  periods  of  dif- 
ficulty and  danger  t  Alarm  and  distrust  overspread  the 
oountry ;  moneyed  men  and  holders  of  notes  run  on  the 
banks,  and  force  them  to  cloee  their  doors ;  business  of 
every  kind  ie  suspended ;  thousands  are  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  the  publie  tranquillity  endangered.  A  wise 
Government  ought  not  to  content  themselves  vrith  the  means 
of  managing  the  vessel  of  slate  in  pleasant  seasons,  and 
when  temperate  breeies  only  are  to  be  met  with,  but  should 
be  prepsred  to  keep  her  steady  and  moving  in  the  great  cur- 
rent of  the  publie  interest  in  the  most  tempestuous  seasons. 
Throughout  our  post  political  history,  the  strong  ground 
taken  against  a  national  bank  has  been,  that  State  banks 
would  answer ;  for,  at  all  times,  it  has  been  admitted  that 
bank  agency  was  a  necessary  and  important  auxiliary  to 
the  fiaeal  and  commercial  operations  of  the  country.  Twice 
has  that  agency  failed;  twice,  for  a  period  of  twenty  years 
each,  hss  the  agency  of  a  national  bank  succeeded  to  the 
full  extent  of  publie  expectation ;  add  yet  will  those  charged 
with  the  control  of  public  afibirs  obstinately  adhere  to  the 
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■froiuil  they  have  attuned.  If  gentlemen  believe  their  oon- 
ttitaents  are  oppoeed  to  a  bank,  I  will  not  ask  them  to  op- 
poM  their  will ;  1  Will,  however,  X  rouat,  exhort  them  aa 
Trienda,  felldw-citizeoa,  and  patriots,  when  they  return 
among  the  p^{ile,  to 'tell  them  with  frankness  that  there  is 
no  other  effectual  and  permanent  core  for  the  disorders  of 
'the  8tate  but  a  national  bank. 

Gentlemen  must  be  sensible  'that,  in  the  exigencies  of 
war  and  the  revulsions  q{  trade,  a  national  bank,  With  a 
competent  capital,  ^it^  well  established  .credit  and  oonft* 
denoe,  at  home  and  abroad,  would  be  able,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Govemm.<Mit,  todo  mOte  to  anstain  public  ahd  private 
credit  and  cohfidence^  keep  the  monetary  system  sound  and 
reguhir,  n^d  avert  the  evils  incident  to  the  periCi  of  war  and 
shodur  in  trade,  ibana  tfaonsand  local  inaiQated  institutions, 
with  no  common  bead,  jealous  and  afraid 'of  each  other, 
which,  in  a  tbome^t  of  panic,  would  eac^  n^olve  on  its  own 
axis,  and'take^care  of  itself.  Ay biiV  occurred  twenty  years 
ago,  will  occur  again ;  when  another  hank  ahaU  be  estab- 
lished, the  small  fictitious  banks  WiTTlie  wound  up;  others  of 
sound  capital  will  dissolve  and  sub^be  their  funds  to  a  new 
bank,  and  those  of  good  and  large*  capitals,  freed  from  th« 
competition  of  swindling  institutitfUi,  will  be  able  to  do  a 
lair  business  in  harmony  with  Viivtioiial  institution.  A 
pew  bank,  if  established,  will  b^te^u^red  to  locate  branches, 
one,  at  least,  in  every  State,  WMdi  will  be  particularly 
^vantageoos  to  the  Westent^and  Southwestern  States. 
Thf  capital  and  wealth  of  tb^  Sputh  and  West  consists 
chiefly  of  land,  live  stock*  snd' slaves;  and  the  people  there 
-are  more'diapcNied  to  vest  the  froita'pf  their  industry  in  such 
property  then  fn  bank  stock,  yielding  a  moderate  profit  of 
ive^  six,  or  seven  per  cent.     '  >  .        . 

The  interest  of  money  lii'thfr^eat  is  high ;  in  some  (Mf 
the  States  the  legal  interest  is  ten  per  cent.,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  those  Slates  have  litt1e"nid^e  to  put  their  capital  in 
Danks,  who  must  lend/at  live  or  six  per  cent  The  prop- 
erty of  the  c^unnerciai  States 'consists,  to  a  great  exlen^ 
of  money  derived  Vroui  the  profits  of  trade,  and  they  are 
"^  willing  to  vest  their  capiul  in^'^^ood  stock,  jielding  a  mod*- 
erate  j>rofit ;  and  they  would  prefer  stock  in  a  national  bank', 
Wause  more  valuable,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  con- 
.  stitutiott  snd  Government  ei  th^  United  Stales.  Their  cap- 
ital, through  the  bank,  would  lie  diffused  over  th^  nation, 
according  to  the  demands  of  trade  snd  busines*^  ttid  Would 
aid  and  encourage  the  ^ad^i^enterpriae,  and  indu^iy  ^of  the 
West,  and  apcci^v  of  the  new  States  of  the  far  West 
It  would  facilitate  their  'exchangee  and  commerce,  and 
evexy  branch  of  their  induecty.  The  traders  frpbi  the  in> 
terior  States  of  the  West  ^  the  South  and  We«t  woukl  be 
able  td  do  their  business  hk  a  eurreucy  which  woufd  pass 
everywhere^  and  remit  their  Vunds  from  place  to  ptetoe  with- 
out hazard  or  loss. 

Sir^  this  bank,  with  iu  branches  diffused  over  our  extend- 
ed country,  part  of  the  atock  belonging  to  the  States,  would 
be  a  bond  of  "union.  £very  man  using  a  note  of  a  national 
bank,  woidd,  in  feeling- at  leist,  be  in  some  degree  identi- 
fied with  tbe  NatfonaMvovernment.  The  power  and  in- 
fluence of  such  an  ibstitution  ia  an  objection  urged  by  eonw, 
to  which  (Mr.  ^P.  said)  he  would  answer  that  be  beKeved 
that  the  State  instjtutiohe  exercised  forty  tiroes  is  ttiuch  in- 
fluence and  power  ovisr  the  political  a&irs  of  the  country 
efi  had  ever  been  "used  by  bcth  Banka  of  the  United  Stales. 
Nor  can  (contifioed  be)  any  bonk  exercise  one-hundredth 
part  of  the  power  Mid  influence  which  belongs  to  the  Poet 
Office  Departmefit  idooe.  The  same  objection  of  power 
was  urged  agaii^  a  Biavy,  at  an  early  period  of  this  tC?ov- 
emment ;  it  was  said  t||at  the  navy  would  bean  inalrument 
of  power  in  the  handsxof  the  Govemnent,  but  time  and 
experience  had  overruleil  all  objections  to  this  strong  arm 
.  d  our  national  defence.  The  navy  is  not  only  a  weapon 
(^defence  and  protection  to  our  rights  on  the  ocean,  but  a 
powerful  bond  oif  tonton.     Our  sfafips  of  war d6noH)elong 


to  hny  Stale ;  they  are  the  eonnnton  property  ef  tbs  Uh-, 
ahd  every  victory  or  defeat  vtfamtas  through  sv«iy  fihirf 
tbe  body  politic. 

The  strong  greund  of  objection,  and  the  one  ohi4f » 
lied  on  at  ell  tames,  has  been  that  the  eoostitntioo  imwA 
authoriae  the  creation  of  a  henk,  while  iu  utility  nA  cm- 
veuience  have  been  generally  admitted.  I  AsU  net  mm 
at  large  into  a  discussion  of  this  objection,  nor  1u*i  1 
the  vanity  to  suppose  that  I  eould  shed  any  bwp  li||l 
on  a  question  on  which  the  intellectuai  powenef  a  Hm» 
ikon,  a  GalUUn,  4  MtnhaU,  a  Piwdinsy,  a  CnvH 
a  McDufib^  and  a  hosk  of  otfaevi^  the  most  distinguiihll 
statesmen  of  our  republic,  have  been  exbauslrd,  npfMl 
by  the  cool  and  deliberate  opinion  of  the  Father  of  Im  a 
try,  sanctioned  three  several  times  by  large  BMmtir 
both  Hoosee  of  CoDgiess,  and,  at  a  late  period,  sArr  i 
trial  of  iie  utility  and  neoeesity,  confirmed  by  tbs 
of  a  Madison  and  Monroe,  two  of  tbe  elders  of  tbe 
lican  church.  One  fact,  often  mentioned  in  the 
prints,  end  much  relied  oh  here,  I  mdst  be 
nolipe ;  and  that  is,  that  the  :le^Niventidn  rvecM  t .  , 
sition  to  grant  charters  of  incoiiporatton.  1  have  *^i 
ammed  the  proeeedinge  of  that  body;  hut^  iflhefidkij 
elated,  it  provee  nothing,  liecause  that  proposition  i 
a  general  power  to  grant  charters  of  itaoovpierttlaa. 
was,  I  think*  wry  properly  relused^^ior  U  Mi  t] 
contended  for  by  the  fifttods  of  the  bunk.  It  willte  •( 
ficient  set-off  to  that  fact  to  state  another,  and  thrilSi 
in  the  same  coaventinn  a  proposition  was  mide  to 
Congreas  a  power  to  emii  bills  of  credfo,  and  thtt  ill 
Infected.  Now,  sir,  it  is  well  known  that,  darmitbtl 
War,  Congress  did  issue  bills  of  CMdH ;  sod  tbs  liill 
at  the  present  session,  to  issue  .Treasury  neiB% 
Very  neariy,  if  not  entirely,  to  bills  of  credit 

If  it  be  ffirly  necessary  and -proper  to  gmt  a 
te  «arry  into  eflbet  any  of  tlw  fr^t  ^wAseit 
if  such  a  meaaure  is  a  necessary  auxiliary  to 
other  powen^  and  it  hae  a  fair  ivUtlott  to  tlmiii 
bank  is  constitutional;  and,  if  aoney  is  not  W  bo  I 
ioioet  the  demands  of  Oovemment  by  uxes  or  Ioon%  i 
ie  necessaty  to  resort  to  an  issue  ^f  no^  then  it 
constitutieoal.  I  voted  witiv  much  hesitation  ftr 
Treseury  note  bill,  because  it  muthorixed  a  UifC 
than  appeered  neceeseiy,  end  it  eeemed  to  d«o  noi 
genial  with  the  spirit  of  the  consfitutieli  tt>  borrow 
directly  than  to  do  it  indirectly ;  hut  as  the 
vttnX  to  borrow  dirsctly  foiled,  and  the  iofWeit 
notes  gaVe  it  the  appearanee  of  a  loan,  I  voted  ftr 
relieve  the  Treasury,  and  give  iome  relief  to  the 
I  entered  this  House,  with  no  dispoeitioA  16  fiad 
embarrass  the  administration.  I  voted  for  indulfiof  I 
inereh^ts,  and  will  givu  time  to  the  banks  to  snaUo  i 
to  indulge  the  people,  and  would  have  toM  for  tba  ] 
poneraent  of  the  fourth  instalment  provided  the  HoqmI 
adopted  the  amendment  oflfered,  making  it  the  dutj  ef^ 
SeciMary  ef  tbe  iTrrasuTy  to  pay  the  Hboifty  at  tbo{  ' 
to  which  payment  is  postponed ;  but,  sir,  I  fvlt 
by  i  regard  for  priweipie  and  the  public  good,  toeteitl 
feeble  powers  against  the  pensge  of  this  sub-Treosory  r 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  metre  to  ssy  to  this  looninit(«^< 
the  several  sufajecte  embraced  in  this  debate^  but  I  fedtj 
much  exhausted  to  proceed,  and  will  therefore  (<vdii 
withurging  on  the  consaderalion  of  the  fepreMfataUveitfi 
people  tbe  propriety  of  postponing  t  final  dccissB  Mi 
meeeore  of  so  much  importance,  atid  InvelHo^  pfin^ 
df  sudi  great  magnitude,  until  public  opinion  eta  be^ 
nounced  upon  it.  If  the  measure  be  doubiM  in  P"^ 
or  policy,  we  ought  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  predpitiiif 
respect  for  our  constituents^  who  have  bad  no  opportjj 
nity  of  making  known  their  s^timenis,  aod  who  ere  wi 
bound  by  this  measure,  rtqtAte  theft  tbe  final  sdioa  oetH 
bill  should  be  suspended  until  the  next  session.    !•<* " 
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think  a  little  more  ounelvee,  tnd  aflbrd  our  comtitDenii'ui 
opportonitj  of  Ihinkinf^  and  speaking  alflo. 

Before  Mr.  Povx  fa^  concluded  hi«  remarke,  as  gim 
Mtiiein  preceding  pages,  he  was  arrested  by  the  hoar,  and 
the  House  took 'its  usual  recess  till  4  o'clock. 

Etksiko  Sxssioar. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  me^  at  four  o'clock,  and 
kid  to  vrait  long  for  a  quorum.  Mr.  wo^\  bad  the  floor, 
bot  jieUed  it  for  a  short  time  to 

Mr.  CU8HMA.N,  who  obeerfed  that,  as  the  gentleman 
ftmn  Kentucky  had  made  a  personal  allusion  to  him,  he 
wooU,  with  that  gentleman's  leave,  say  a  word  or  two  by 
viy  of  explanation.  It  is  true,  as  that  gentleman  says, 
Aat  while  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
WM  ondrr  dtscnseion,  and  after  It  had  been  debated  during 
dwmoraiDg  hour  for  several  days,  he  moved  the  previous 
aoMtion.  k  is  true,  also,  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
voffl  Kentucky  asked  him  to  withdraw  the  motion,  that  he 
■ight  make  a  few  remarks  upon  that  subject,  and  he  now 
eonpWnsthathe  was  then  pnavented  from  so  doing  by  the 
•bove-meotioned  motion. 

Mr.  C.  said  there  were  two  reasons  why  he  did  not  com- 
1^  with  that  request.  The  fbst  was,  that  there  was  around 
■Ml  a  general  desire  that  it  should  not  be  granted :  and  if 
It  had  withdrawn  it,  the  same  motion  would  have  been 
Mewed  by  some  other  gentleman.  Secondly,  that  the 
labjcct  of  a  United  Sutes  bank  had,  for  the  last  five  or 
■X  years,  been  the  common  theme  of  discussion  in  every 
citj,  town,  village,  and  hamlet  in  the  country.  It  Is  true, 
kiaid,  that  several  gentlemen,  during  this  debate,  had  de- 
chred  that  the  sub|ect  of  a  bank  has  not  been  before  the 
peopla  for  their  discussion,  but  it  was  the  bank. 

Mr.  C.  said  if  gentlemen  would  only  go  back  to  the  re- 
<kctioD  of  the  late  venerable  President  of  the  United  States, 
Aey  would  find  that  that  Presidential  ^canvass  was  pot 
ipoo  the  question  of  bank  or  no  bank.  A  bank,  the  bank, 
ar  any  bank,  were  all  denounced  by  the  people  at  that 
fiofl^  u  appears  by  the  result  of  that  election.  It  was  the 
phot  open  which  that  election  turned.  But  if  the  subject 
<f  aitab&Aing  a  bank  was  not  belbre  the  people  for  con- 
^leration  at  that  time,  the  whole  subject  was  before  them 
dwiog  the  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Boiled  Sutes. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  before  the  late  Presidential  election,  in 
Fonoanoe  of  a  call  which  was  made  upon  him  for  that 
Vvp^^i  declared,  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner,  that 
momid  not  sanction  an  institution  of  that  character;  and 
(Mb  was  the  pivot,  also,  upon  which  that  distinguished  in- 
Mloalwas  elevated  to  the  Presidency.  Twice,  thtfre- 
fcra»  have  the  people  declared  that  a  United  States  bank 
eoght  not  to  be  established. 

Mr.  C.  observed  that,  from  the  course  which  he  had 
tkoeght  proper  to  puraue,  some  gentlemen  may  have  sup- 
plied that  he  waa  disposed  to  check,  unnecessarily,  the 
fieedon  of  debate.  But  he  would  assure  gentlemen  that 
^  mistook  his  character  altogether.  He  would  go  with 
1^  who  would  go  farthest  to  protect  the  great  vital  prin- 
ciplee  of  civil  and  religloua  liberty,  the  freedom  of  speech, 
(be  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  right  of  petitron.  These 
"■cred  rights  he  never  would  yield  but  with  the  last  breath 
eflife.  *"k 

Bat  there  is  a  very  wide  dtfiTerenee  between  the  rightful 
cxeretie  of  these  invaluable  privileges,  and  a  wilful  abase 
rfthem.  To  correct  this  evil,  this  abuse,  the  rule  regu- 
^Dg  •  eall  for  the  previous  question  was  adopted  as  a 
P*t  of  the  by-lawa  of  this  House;  a  rule  which  has  vr- 
i>tod  aver  since  the  formation  of  the  General  Oovemment 
A  liiDilsr  rale  has  been  adopted  by  several  State  Legis- 
htnrea  to  correct  the  abuses  which  are  the  subject  of  so 
nmch  complaint  In  this  House.  In  fact,  nothing  of  any 
*">P*t«iM»eoQld  be  aceompUshed  ni  ASs  House  without 
"Mhalaw. 


On  the  east  side  of  the  Atlantijp,  in  the  Spaniah  Cortes, 
the  question  asked  is,  «Bas  ifOlf  this  subject  been  sufil* 
dently  debated  1'^  If  this  qoestion  ift  responded  to  by  a 
majority  of  that  body,  an  end  is  put  to  the  discussion,  and 
a  vote  taken  on  the,  main  question.  Thu  is  the  operation 
of  the  rule  for  the  previous  quesdon  in  this  House :  the 
design  of  the  motion  is  to  adt  the  House  if  the  subject 
under  consideration  has  not  bjsen  saflicientiv  debated,  and 
cannot  be  enforced  withotQ't>  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  As  the  gentlem^  from  Kentucky  atates  that  he 
merely  alluded  to  htm  as  stating  a  fact,  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  impugning  fher  purity  of  his  motives,  Mr.  O. 
observed  that  he-vfouTd  dose  ,his  remarks  by  stating,  that, 
so  long  as  his  fellowniitizens  of  New  Hampshire  should 
provide  him  a  seat' upon  this  floor,  he  would  faithfully  and 
independentiy^htecute  his  political't^uBt ;  and  should  any 
gentleman,  heye  or  elsewhere,  dare  fp  qoestion  the  purity 
of  his  motivef^  he  would  prdhouhce  him  a  base  calumina- 
tor.     Mr.  C.  was  here  interrupted  by 

Mr.  WM.,  COST  lOHNSOTN,  who  said  that  he  rose 
to  a  point  of  fltrder.  He  said  that  he  rose  to  arrest  the  cur- 
rent of  the  honorable  gentleman's  remarks  with  great^  re- 
luctance i  %ut  he  considered  them  so  out  of  place  at  'this 
moment,  that\he  was  -constrained  to  protest  against  their 
furth^  confiMuance.  ' 

We  are  Ykow,  Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  J.,^  within  a 
few  days  hi  ap  adjournment,  and  have  to  decioe  upon  an 
important  bill ;  and,  in  the  midst  of  this  discussion,  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Cirsn- 
XAir]  tllinks  fit  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House  by  dis- 
cussing the  merits  of  the  previous  question,  which  he  call- 
ed some  foifi'  Or  ^"^t  days  ago.  7*hen  was  the  time  for 
explanations,  if  the  gentleman  thought  any  necessary.  But 
his  otiject  was  then  to  arrest  explanstions  and  discussion 
upon  the  rherits  of  a  resolution  which  the  chairman  of  the 
GommitCee  of  Waya  irid  Means  thought  fit  to  introduce, 
but  was  afraid  to  have  discussed.  Atid  now  the  honorable 
member  from  the  Granite  State  feels  a  strong  propensity 
to  fnlarge  upon  it.  Tes,  sir,  with  great  and  peculiar  em- 
phasis, he  now  discusses' a  himk  and  tlu  hank,  and  called 
the  previous  question  ufk>n  it,  after  but  one  member  had 
spoken  upon'  the ' itibjetft  Why  did  nut  that  gentleman 
use  that  occiistoh  (said  9fr.  J.)  to  discuss  a  bank  and  the 
bank  ?  He  has  edified^  the  committee  with  bis  learning 
and  research  upon  the  history  of  the  previous  question ; 
and  after  making  a  great  display  of  his  exslted  patriotism 
in  defending  the  freedom  of  debate—and  we  must,  in  giv-* 
ing  him  the  credit  which  he  claims  for  the  patriotism  of' 
his  notions,  listen  to  his  pretensions,  and  not  judge  him  by 
his  acts — he  refera  ua  to  the  high  authority  which  he  has 
culled  from  the  east  side  of  the  Atlantic.  He  has  talkeif 
about  Turkey,  and  has  shown  that  he  has  precedent  for 
the  gag- law  in  the  example  of  the  Spanish  Cortes.  The 
gentleman  is  as  anfortunate  in  his  authority  as  he  is  in 
the  time  of  his  using  it. 

The  gentleman  can  find  authority  in  the  Spanish  history 
for  the  inquisition ;  and  from  his  readings  of  Spanish  his- 
tory, and  adopting  their  principles  for  his  standard  of  ac- 
tion in  this  ball,  we  may  account  ver^  rationally  why  he 
has  so  often  called  the  inquisitorial  and  detested  previous 
questioU'-the  instrument  of  petty  tyranny  all  over  the 
world.  And,  to  use  the  gentleman's  own  figure,  he  is  the* 
<< pivot"  around  which  that  question  has  so  often  wheeled 
in  this  halt.  But  I  urge  the  distinguished  gentleman  to 
forbear  in  this  discussion,  for  he  has  already  reaped  honors 
enough  in  that  birren  field,  for  his  head  now  blooms  and 
blossoms  with  the  glories  of  the  previous  question. 

[Here  Mr.  CvsirirAir  rose,  arid  said  that  his  object  was  ^ 
not  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House,  but  be  had  rtaeti ' 
to  explain,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  member  firom  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Pops,]  who  was  entitled  to  fho  floor.] 

Mr.  J.  said  tet  he  vttar^r  denied  te  right  of  die  mem^ 
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ber  froBi  Kentocky,  or  of  any  other  member,  to  allow  the 
gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire  to  consume  the  time  of 
the  House,  at  this  stage  of  our  proceedings,  in  discussing 
the  merits  of  the  previous  question,  which  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  called  some  weeks  ago.  I  have 
triad  (said  Mr.  J. )  several  times  to  gain  the  floor,  in  order 
to  speak  upon  the  bill  now  under  debate,  and  have  failed. 
I  wish  to  give  my  views  upon  it ;  but,  knowing  the  propen- 
sity of  the  honorable  member  whom  I  have  interrupted  to 
call  the  previous  question,  I  have  no  guaranty  that  I  might 
not  be  precluded  from  speaking  at  all.  And  if  the  gentle- 
man, whom  I  regard  as  a  living  personification  of  the  pre- 
vious question,  will  not  desbt  from  this  discussion,  I  will 
be  constrained  to  use  his  own  remedy  upon  himself,  and 
will  call  his  own  previous  question  upon  him.  I  hope,  in 
concluding,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  will  be  per- 
mitted to  resume  the  floor. 

Mr.  POPE  then  resumed  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
which  he  continued  till  long  alUr  lights  had  been  brought 
Into  the  hall,  when,  being  exhausted,  he  sank  into  his  seat 
without  having  closed  his  speech. 

A  motion  was  now  made  for  the  committee  to  rise ;  but 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON^  having  conferred  with  Mr. 
Pops,  stated  that  tho  gentleman  bad  no  objection  to  Mr. 
J.'s  taking  the  floor  at  this  time,  in  the  confidence  that  the 
House,  in  the  morning,  would  permit  him  to  conclude  his 
remyrkfr    Such  seeming  to  be  the  general  understanding, 

Mr.  JOHNSON  rose  and  addrMsed  the  committee  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  return  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Kentucky  [Gov.  Pops]  ray  thanks  for  yielding  the  floor  to 
me  before  he  has  completed  his  remarks.  After  having 
spoken  for  four  hours,  his  physical  energies  have  yielded 
bcf  )re  the  rich  abundance  of  hie  mind  is  exhausted  on  this 
interesting  question.  I  feel  (said  Mr.  J.)  how  perilous 
my  situation  is  in  attempting  to  follow  the  learned  and  dis' 
tinguished  member  who  has  just  taken  bis  seat.  At  this 
late  liour,  too,  when  the  comnuttee  have  been  so  long  in 
session,  I  am  strongly  apprehensive  that  T  may  not  compen- 
sate them  far  any  portion  of  their  attention.  I  mo»t  there- 
fore throw  myself  upon  their  magnanimity.  But  before  I 
enter  upon  the  subject  under  discussion,  I  feel  it  a  duty 
which  I  owe  to  myself  and  to  others,  to  give  a  passing  no- 
tice to  an  observation  which  fell  from  thehonorable  member 
who  lost  addressed  the  committee. 

The  honorable  member  remarked,  in  the  course  of  his 
observations,  in  suUtaoce,  that  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration, or  some  of  themt  had  said  that  the  opposition  had 
a  few  years  ago  made  charges  against  the  Post  Oflios  De- 
partment, and,  among  others,  his  friend,  the  late  Postmas- 
ter General ;  and  that  the  administration  sacrificed  some  of 
the  meiiiliers  of  that  Dfpartment  (at  least  the  chief  clerk) 
to  the  avenging  deity  of  the  releuUess  opposition.  I  do 
not  for  one  moment  suppose  (said  Mr.  J.)  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  purposed  any  personal  application  .j)f  his 
remarks  to  any  pariicular  member  of  the  opposition,  but 
spoke  of  the  opposition  as  a  party.  But  having  been  a 
member  of  the  twenty-third  Congress,  when  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Post  Otfice  Department  was  made  a  subject 
of  special  examination,  and  the  report  upon  that  examina- 
tion was  rubuiitted  to  this  House,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  Uike 
an  humble  part  in  a  dcbato  in  this  hall  in  relation  to  the 
abuses  committed  in  that  Department.  And  my  name 
having  been  thrown  before  the  public  in  connexion  with 
that  discussion,  and  with  a  collision  with  the  late  Postmas- 
ter General  and  his  son,  I  feel  warranted  in  now  alluding 
to  it,  from  what  has  been  said,  and  in  giving  an  explana- 
tion which  circumstances  at  the  time  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  do. 

When  A  bill  was  under  discussion  in  this  House  giving, 
as  I  thought,  increased  patronage  to  that  Department,  I 
toekoocasioB  to  oppose  its  paiM^s,  and  to  suoimadvert  ^pon 


the  oorrapiions  which  were  pioved  to  exist  in  it  A  ipirit 
of  intimidation  then  still  lingered  in  thb  ball,  and  dialf 
manifested  itself,  1  thought,  on  the  night  of  that  diaenMi; 
for,  during  that  eession,  a  member  had  been  wayUid  oal^i 
street  and  attacked  for  worda  spoken  in  debate ;  and,  bi^ 
shortly  before,  other  members  had  been  beset  and  aesiahiit.: 
I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  that  there  were  members 
to  place  themselvee  between  the  officers  of  Oevenuneoti 
the  members  of  this  House  who  wished  to  acrotiDijai 
official  conduct  I  was  soon  \e&  alone  on  one  side  in 
exciting  discussion,  and,  fancying  I  saw  its  result  in 
vance,  took  the  distinct  ground,  when  daggers  wcis  i 
ken  but  none  used,  that  I  was  willing  and  nadj  to  1 
myself  responsible  to  any  member  of  this  House,  or  tpt 
officer  of  Government,  who  might  Im^ine  himself  i 
by  my  strictures. .  That  wss  the  position  1  assamcd^f 
haps  rashly *-bot  still  it  was  the  position.  The  nexti 
ing,  in  this  Capitol,  and  helore  I  entered  this  hall,  1 
ed  a  laconic  note  from  the  Postmaster  General,  hj  a| 
tleman  whom  I  had  never  seen  before,  bat  whose 
convinced  roe  that  he  was  a  gentleman.  There 
threat  written  in  it,  but,  from  iti  peculiar  brevity,  1 1 
it  as  a  threat;  ao  did  two  honorable  gentkansn  of 
House  to  whom  I  submitted  it.  I  felt  it  to  be  mj  dstf  I 
give  it  a  very  short  answer.  Soon  af^er,  I  reGeivedti 
lenge  from  the  son  of  the  PosUnaster  General— 
whom  I  have  never  seen  in  my  life.  I  accepted  it 
the  advice,  I  apprehend,  of  others^  it  was  witbdraviu 
mor  leached  my  ear  that  I  waa  to  receive  some  two  or  i 
more,  and  waa  to  be  caned  by  I  know  not  how 
Uinler  such  oircunnstances,  I  would  neither  expbio 
autliorize  any  friend  to  explain  in  my  name,  as  aa 
able  friend  in  this  hall  will  well  remember.  The 
of  intenogatories  I  disjike  at  best;  but,  accordinf  to 
sense  of  propriety,  I  can  never  bring  myself  to  ai 
them  when  they  are  blend«»d  with  even  the  sltadow 
threat 

But  now  that  the  late  Posmastor  General  is  no 
and  the  restraining  circumstancea  of  the  affiiir  have 
away,  J  embrace  the  epportun^y  which  the  remuki 
honorable  member  have  aflbrdc^  me,  to  say,  in  my 
that  I  never  designed  to  charge  the  Postmaster 
with  peculation,  though  I  was  unwilling  to  except 
from  the  charge  (of  which  I  had  proof  enough  to  cooi 
my  judgment)  that  it  did  exist  at  that  time  in  the 
partment.     I  deem  it  due  to  myself,  due  to  those 
he  has  lefi  behind  him,  his  relations  and  friends— audi 
honorable  member  as  one  of  those  friends — to  say, 
had  no  proof  that  he  was  corrupt,  nor  do  I  believe  tbitj 
was  a  corrupt  man  in  the  moral  or  legal  sense  of  ibe 
The  most  that  I  meant  to  say  waa^  that  when  comif 
was  proved  to  exist  in  a  department,  the  censors 
fall  with  the  heaviest  force  upon  the  head  of  that  dc 
ment,  if  he  did  not  suspend  the  guilty  subordinats. 

But  I  dismiss  this  subject,  now  and  finally,  snd  will  I 
tempt  to  approach  that  immediately  under  delwie. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  J.,)  when  Sir  Walter; 
was  asked  why  it  was  that  he  had  not  written  the  life 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  in  one  instead  of  three  volui 
he  answered,  because  be  had  not  time !     And  if  I    , 
trespass  U|>on  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  committee  •  lin 
longer  than  it  may  think  judicious,  I  beg  the  commiiteel  ^ 
receive  in  advance,  as  my  apology,  that  I  have  not  m^ 
time  to  investigateit  in  all  its  bearings,  the  important « 
ject  before  us,  and  to  arrange  my  reflections  in  perspicatf 
brevity,  which  is  the  best  proof  I  know  of  a  famiiiif  ^* 
edge  of  a  subject. 

Day  and  night  have  we  been  occupied  in  this  ball,  niC^ 
weeks  past,  without  hardly  uking  respite  ior  sleep,  io  lo^l 
vestigating  the  important  bills  which  have  been  croinlw 
upon  our  attention  ;  with  not  even  time  to  eat  wiib  odB" 
forty  and  with  s<;arcely  a  spare  hour  to  road  tb»  budf *^ 
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diilj  pbced  on  oar  deskt,  or  to  spend  in  examining  booki 
«f  taMwlfdgi^  or  be  occupied  in  quiet  reflection. 

The  experienced  debaten,  and  the  learned  members  of 
4lus  HooM^  may  easily  surmount  such  obstacles ;  but  the 
bamUe  member  who  claims  your  indulgence  f^ela  them 
wub  tile  strongeai  and  almost  overpowering  force.  Not. 
wkhftaodiog  sach  embarrassing  considerations,  I  am  un- 
afllioK  to  Kiv6  >  silent  vote  on  the  bill  before  the  commit- 
(M^  bat  will  assign,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  the  reasons  why  I 
lyi  give  a  negative  voice. 

W»  have  been  assembled,  Mr.  Chairmafi,  in  extraordi- 
jiaiy  fCMon,  end  have  already  acted  on  some  most  extra- 
•nliouy  bills.  But  tha  most  extraordinary  ever  presented 
lo  the  consideration  of  this  House,  wiih  an  earnest  and 
feeioof  hope  ol  being  received  with  favor,  is  the  bill  now 
vodn .debate.  A  bill  of  no  less  a  nature,  in  my  judgment, 
thia  one  calculated,  if  passed,  to  obliterate  some  of  the 
h^faim  fintiiies  in  our  constitution ;  to  annul  in  its  oper* 
Hioo  ilmost  all  the  siatntes  which  so  carefully  guard  th0 
Mds«fnosi«tng  and  disbursing  the  public  revenues;  in 
«M  word,  a  bill  to  take  from  the  representatives  of  the 
pnpls  til  superrision  and  control  of  the  public  moneys^ 
and  to  phca  in  the  executive  hand,  which  now  has  con- 
tnt  over  the  army  and  the  navy,  the  appointment  of  an 
ilauMt  illimitable  number  of  public  ofiicera,  and  has  com- 
Mod  of  Uie  militia  when  in  the  actual  service  of  the  Uni- 
lal  8iitsa-^to  place  in  the  same  hand,  to  receive  and  to 

Ej  out,  without  scarcely  a  check  or  restraint,  all  the  pub- 
iDoney  of  the  natian. 

The  request  from  the  Executive  to  be  possessed  of  such 
Uictte  and  enormoae  power  greatly  surprised  me  ;  to  find 
fe  rapresenutivea  or\sovereign  States  tamely  acquiescing, 
WBpletsiy  astonished  me;  to  find  it  advocated  on  thia 
bor  by  some  of  the  repreeentativea  of  the  people,  who» 
Uder  uie  constitution,  are  the  purse-creating  and  the 
iBiu-holding  power,  has  awakened  into  alarm  every  hid* 
In  tppiehension  of  my  mind. 

Hitt  pTooh  oi  superior  knowledge  and  superior  useful- 
MMkaa  the  Executive  given,  to  warrant  a  surrender  of 
lower  to  its  discretion  1  Has  it  shown,  from  the  prudent 
iOBate  of  powers  delega'ed  to  it  by  the  constitution  and 
Im  kw^  that,  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  nation,  its 
ewen  iheuid  be  amplified  and  new  authorities  delegated  1 
IlMt,to  promote  the  interest  of  the  people,  vou  must  aban- 
^jour  trust  and  your  duty,  and  give  almost  unlimited 
iicretion  to  the  Executive  wiUI  That  the  Executive 
^  betlrr  administer  your  duties  than  the  conjoint  witidom 
i  the  leprpsenialives  ef  the  people  1  Or  does  the  Presi- 
bot  even  place  bis  request  upon  the  pretext  that,  by  your 
uveodering  into  his  hands  all  control  over  the  money  of 
to  people,  it  will  give  them  relief  in  their  present  distress, 
id  equalise  the  exchanges  and  currency  of  the  country  1 
!«ni  this  plausible  argument  is  not  offered,  but  is  dis- 
Bctly  repudiated  in  the  Executive  message.  No  argu- 
icat  of  this  son  is  ofiered;  and  yet  you  are  asked  to  make 
ie  sorrender  simply  to  gratify  the  executive  pleasure. 
Qt,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  not  care  how  strong  the  rea- 
ms might  be  that  could  be  assigned ;  if  they  were  ten 
nes  as  strong  as  any  I  could  imsgine,  I  never  can  be 
lilty  of  vioUting,  by  voting  for  such  a  measure,  the  whole 
inias  and  spirit  of  the  constitution — the  essence  of  every 
publican  constitution  in  every  representative  Government. 
)  far  from  the  Executive  exhibiting  spperior  sagacity  and 
tsdence  in  regulating  the  financial  operations  of  the  Gov- 
nment,  it  has  shown  itsell  most  culpably  ineflicient  to 
■charge  the  duties  requiried  by  the  existing  laws,  and 
ose  which  it  has  assumed,  in  violation  of  both  law  and 
sge.  I  have  not  even  a  shadow  of  doubt  in  my  mind, 
St  sll  the  embarrassments  in  our  country,  in  the  curren- 
,  and  in  business  of  every  kind,  are  in  a  chief  degree 
vgeable  to  the  Executive  of  the  last  four  years. 
To  justify  this  allegatiou,  I  am  constrained  to  allude 


briefly  to  the  past,  but  shall  take  only  a  rapid  glance  at 
circumstances  Uiat  have  transpired,  as  that  ground  1mu| 
been  most  ably  occupied  by  members  who  have  preceded 
me  in  this  debate.  When,  Mr.  Chairman,  did  any  coun- 
t]7  present  as  great  a  degree  of  proq>erity  as  this  nation 
did  at  the  time  that  General  Jackson  commenced  his  un* 
relenting  hostility  to  the  late  Bank  of  Uie  United  States  1 
What  country  un  earth  possessed  a  better  currency  than 
this  did  at  that  time  1  What  country  afibrded  such  a  re- 
duced rate  of  exchanges  1  Where  was  labor  better  re- 
warded 1  Where  was  industry  better  recompensed  1  Search 
the  inhabitable  globe  for  a  parallel,  and  you  will  search  ia 
vain.  Where  wss  an  institution  better  organized  and  con« 
ducted,  and  iu  paper  more  readily  reoeived  in  every  part 
of  the  United  States,  if  not  in  every  part  of  the  world,  by 
people  of  evary  pursuit,  from  the  centre  to  the  remotest 
borders  of  the  Union,  than  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  1  It  had  realized  more  than  had  been  pre- 
dicted by  its  moat  ardent  advocates  in  1816.  It  had  been 
chiefly  instmmental  in  effecting  and  maintaining,  for  near« 
ly  twenty  years,  what  I  regard  to  be  the  great  desideratum 
in  a'eountry  where  agriculture,  planting^  manufactures, 
and  commerce  lean  upon  and  aupport  each  other — a  con- 
vertible paper  currency— bank  paper  converted  at  the  will 
of  the  holder  into  gold  and  silver.  Such  was  the  state  of 
the  currency  four  years  ago.  Bank  paper  was  not  only 
convertible  into  silver  at  the  counter  of  the  bank  that  ia- 
sue«l  it,  but  waa.  convertible  everywhere  in  the  interior  at 
the  counters  of  retail  merchants^  who  were  always  glad  to 
exchange  their  silver  for  bank  notes,  which  better  suited 
their  purposes  for  transmission.  Peace  and  plenty  glad- 
dened the  whole  land;  content  «nd  cheerfulness  were  found 
in  the  most  humble  cottage  as  well  as  in  the  more  costly 
edifice;  4  prospect  of  universal  prosperity  was  then  pre- 
sented, on  which  the  mind  loved  to  dwell.  I  will  not  ex- 
patiate upon  it,  but  content  myself  with  a  simple  naira^ 
tion. 

General  Jackson,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power  and  unr 
paralleled  popularity,  had  forced,  by  his  system  of  proscrip- 
tion, most  of  the  officefs  of  the  Government  to  become 
political  partisans.  To  be  an  active  partisan,  to  gain  pre- 
fermeai,  waa  a  sine  oua  non  with  him.  The  political  ar- 
mor waa  put  on,  and  each  saw  written  oo  it,  '*  thia  is  the 
roflid  to  By^ntium."  The  president  of  a  northern  branch 
of  the  United  States  Bank  had  displeased  some  active  par- 
tisan, and  the  mother  bank  refuaed  to  dismiss  the  honest 
and  independent  head  of  the  branch ;  that  partisan  infused 
the  venom  of  his  feelings  into  the  l^osom  of  General  Jack- 
son. Threat  after  threat  waa  made,  in  the  Pfeaident's 
messages,  against  the  United  States  Bank.  A  better  cur« 
rency  was  promisoil  the  people,  if  they  would  uuite  with 
the  Executive  in  destroying  that  institution*  That  prom- 
ise bad  a  charai  in  it,  as  aH  persons  are  anxious  to  better 
their  condition ;  and  all  believe,  however  prosperous,  that 
their  condition  can  be  improved.  But  still  an  honeat  and 
upright  Congress  refused  to  lend  itself  to  the  malignant 
purposes  of  the  Executive,  or  to  gratify  his  splenetic  will. 
Congress  was  in  favor  of  renewing  the  charter  of  the  bank. 
The  Executive  veto  nullified  the  will  of  the  representatives 
of  the  States  and  the  people.  Congress  refused  to  gratify 
the  will  of  the  Executive  in  ordering  the  Government  de- 
positee to  be  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea, 
where  the  law  had  placed  them ;  but  he,  wiih  ruthless 
hand,  seized  upon  the  public  treasure,  as  Cssar  had  done 
before  him,'  and  parcelled  out  the  money  of  the  people 
among  a  host  of  State  institutions,  which  he  now  testifies 
are  the  most  unprincipled  and  profligate  in  the  annals  of 
history. 

Those  institutions  were  urged  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  discount  most  liberally  upon  the  depositee  of 
the  Government ;  and  as  slaves  always  most  readily  obey 
the  first  ozdera  of  a  new  maatei^  they  not  only  diaopunted 
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paper  oSend  to  them,  but  in  many  cues  inTited  enstom- 
er*.  CongreM  altered  the  standard  of  gold,  and  reduced 
its  valae.  (I  rejoice  that  I  had  the  honor  to  vote  against 
that  bill.)  Europeans  sent  their  gold  h^re  to  be  coined, 
and  then  ordered  it  home  again.  The  Neapolitan  and 
French  indemnities  were  adjusted,  and  imported  in  gold. 
This  was  hailed  as  the  millennhim  of  the  golden  age,  and 
GeneTal  Jackson  was  told  by  his  flatterers,  and  believed  it, 
that  he  had  at  last  discovered  the  Philosopher's  stone. 
Jaundiced-eyed  and  near-sighted  politicians,  whose  minds 
eannot  realise  causes  and  effoots,  or  discriminate  fictitioqs 
from  true  uid  abiding  causes,  thought  that  they  had  realty 
worked  a  specie  miracle ;  and  the  General  himself  read  his 
valedictory,  «  still  harptng**  on  the  monster  bank,  and  con- 
gratulating himself  and  the  country  on  the  experiment 
which  he  had  tried  in  his  humble  efforts  to  improve,  as  he 
said  he  had,  the  currency  of  our  country.  But  I  tm  £ut 
in  my  chroriOlogy ;  there  is  one  oilier  reaifttkable  'event 
which  I  wish  to  allude  to.  Before  Ommti  Ja^son  re- 
tired fn>m  office,  a  distinguished  9enator,  who  had  aided 
much  in  building  up  the  golden  image  which  he  wish^  aU 
to  fall  down  end  worship,  made  a  polidcal  prediction,  that, 
if  the  people  of  the  West  would  co-operate-  with  htm  in 
destroying  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  they  would  ape, 
in  violation  of  all  tho  laws  which  govern  fuidt  or  solids, 
fold  flow  Up  the  Mississippt.  I'hey  believed,  and  looked 
with  anrioua  hope,  but  looked  in  vain.  He  conceived  the 
expedient  whilst  Congress  was  in  session,  but  revealed  it 
perhaps  to  few^-lingered  untif  Congress  had  adjourned, 
and  then,  <<  solitary  and  alone,"  he  thought  he  would  set 
the  golden  stream  in  motion.  Congress  ordered  the  8eo- 
reCary  of  the  Treasury  to  receive  the  notes  of  specie- pay- 
ing banks  and  gold  or  silver  in  payment  of  public  dues. 
The  alchymical  operation  was  to  be  effected  by  a  disregard 
of  the  law,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  ordered 
to  issue  his  famous  proclamation,  demanding  nothing  but 
gold  or  silver  for  public  lands.  The  prediction  was  reel* 
iaed :  gold  end  silver  flowed  up  the  vaNey  and  over  the 
mountains,  but  flowed  in  steamboats  and  in  stages— flowed 
to  the  land  oflSees  and  to  the  banks  of  depoaite,  but  never 
into  the  pockets  of  the  working  people  of  the  West. 

This  lasC  act  broke  the  glittering  dream,  and  the  veil  of 
Mokenna  fell  to  the  ground.  Convertible  peper  and  goM 
were  no  longer  sjnonymous;  Government  tvhich  should 
have  been  the  fast,  was  the  first  to  make  the  distinction. 
Gold  and  silver  were  at  once  more  valuable — ^for  the  article 
most  in  demand  in  this'  country  is  land  ;  and  the  Govern- 
ment ta  the  largest  (because  it  is  the  greatest  proprietor) 
mid  cheapest  seller,  and  can  control  the  market  value. 
Thoustnds  daily  purchased  public  land,  and  of  course  thou- 
sands were  ibroed  to  procure  specie.  It  soon  became  an 
article  of  merchandise,  to  be  bought  in  the  market,  rather 
than  a  medium  of  exchange.  The  banks  found  their  paper 
returned  upon  them,  and  their  spede  almost  exhausted, 
and  wisely  suspended  specie  payments ;  and  the  deposite 
banks  were  the  very  first  to  set  the  example.  Confidence 
became  impaired ;  the  banks  had  been  pressed  by  those  who 
hekl  their  notes,  and  they,  in  turn,  called  on  their  dehtora, 
and  the  debtora  of  the  banks  called- on  all  who  owed  them; 
thus  the  pressure  paaaed  the  whole  round  of  the  circle  of 
trade  and  business.  Panic,  dismay,  confusion,  and  bank- 
niptcy,  followed  in  quick  and  fktat  succession.  The  Gov- 
ernment could  notescspe  the  consequences  of  its  measures, 
and  suspended  specie  payments. 

The  last  Congress,  foreseeing  the  evil  consequences  of 
the  specie  circular  of  the  Treasury  Department,  passed  a 
bill  rescinding  that  otder.  General  Jackson  treated  it  with 
oontempt,  placed  it  in  his  pocket,  and  retired  to  the  Her- 
initsge,  denouncing  the  insolence  uf  Congress  in  sending 
a  bin  to  him  which  questioned  the  wisdom  of  any  measure 
which  he  had  ordeial.  Mr.  Tan  Boren,  who  succeeded 
to  th»  Prasldancy,  wte  urged  most  earnestly  to  teseind  that 


circulur;  but  he  refused.  When  he  saw,  u  be  ou|{fatli 
have  seen,  its  evil  tendency,  he  should  have  yielMto|i 
counsel  of  honest  and  practical  men.  I  will  hers  njitL 
whilst  I  believe  that  the  evils  of  that  measare  migbt  m 
beep  in  seme  degree  softened  if  Mr.  Van  Borcn  bid  if 
acinded  the,  order  after  the  fourth  of  March,  I  do  net  i 
that  it  #ould.  have  prevented  a  suspension  of  tfttk 
ments :  it  would  have  changed  the  direction  of  tbt 
pension  ;  much  of  the  silver  would  have  been  drawn  I 
the  West  to  Ihe  Atlantic  and  to  ih«  Sonthem  citicii  i 
would  h&^o,  tiif 'some  degree,  relieved  them ;  hot  thtt^ 
have  forced  a  suspension  of  specie,'  payments  hj  the  ^ 
em  and  Southwestern '  banks,  whidi  would  hiw 
quickly  followed  by  Ae  banks  of  the  commercial  ndl 
cities. '  -'VVhen  silver  is  at  a  premium,  it  is  im( 
the  nature  of  things,  for  the  paper  of  any  bask  to  i 
long  in  drculation,  or  for  any  bank  to  throw  out  iU 
to  any  useftil  extent  to  the  people,  and  redeem  it 
precious  metals.' 

From  this  train  of  measures  and  dreumstucci  I 
the  causes  of  the  suspension  of  spede  paymeoli  bj 
banks,  the  greal  confoaion  and  embarrassment » ' 
of  every  kind,  the  distresses  and  bankruptdet  wl 
CUT  red,  and  the  confusion  which  has  ovei^hebaed  boAj 
peo{4e  and  the  Government.     From  such 
can  trace  consequences,  with  the  same  oneninf^ 
as  the  human  eye  can  mark  the  path  of  ths  ' 
whirlwind. 

Amid  this  disastrous  crisis,  the  President  issicdbiij 
cladnation  convening  Congress,  which  he  bad 
refused  to  do  a  few  weeks  before.     We  •twesMt 
of  us  with   hope,  some  with  apprehension, 
equally  anxious  to  know  what  measures  woahl  he 
mended,  and  what  position  the  Executive  woatd 
Some  thought  that  the  President  would  TteomiiKDd| 
sub-Treasury  system;  others,  a  retrial  of  the  Stated  ^ 
whilst  others  hoped,  at  least  I  did,  that  hs  wouM 
himself  upon  the  advice  of  Congress.     This  wm  rrtt 
belief,  as  well  as  my  hope.    His  appointment  of  Mil 
seu  at  the  head  of  the  War  Department  had  nspir 
with  some  hope  of  better  things.     No  man,,  save  onV 
had  been  born  either  south  or  west  of  Pennsjivanitr 
place  in  the  cabinet.     And  the  appointment  of  a  i 
and  one  so  highly  worthy  and  eminently  qyeffM 
thought,  the  harbin^.er  of  some  salutary  changei.  ^i 
rate  men  are  in  oflicn,  J  care  not  from  what  quarter 
are  taken,  or  where  may  be  their  birth-place.    T 
maintain  that  every  prominent  place  should  hs 
high-minded  and  efficient  gentlemen,  who  undefstar 
duties,  and  are  prompt  to  discharge  them,    f  etme1 
with  no  pledged  hostility  to  his  administratioD,  Md,| 
I  sonally,  I  had  a  very  high  regard  for  the  Pretidcnt 
aituaiion  here  is  peculiar.     I  have  been  elected  by  d 
oi  both  parties.     If  I  were  to  consult  the  feelings  of  t  j 
jority  of  the  persons  who  voted  for  me,  rather  tta 
opinions  of  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  the  district,  I 
pause  in  my  course.     But,  when  entrusted  with  %^ 
duty,  T  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  he  governed  by 
personal  predilection  or  antipathy.     I  feel  bound  to' 
more  expansive  view  of  the  whofis  district  and  tbs 

When  we  assembled  here,  speculation  was  at  oncel 
by  tho  receipt  of  the  President's  message ;  and  I  mo^ 
fees  I  was  greatly  di»appointed.  I  had  read  bis  ftni< 
ter  to  Mr.  Sberrod  Williams,  in  which  he  consitl  ~ 
State  banks  as  Government  depositories,  and  said 
mirahly  the  system  worked — where  he  denounosd  the 
ted  States  Bank,  and  promised  to  tread  In  tbs  foot ' 
his  illustrious  predecessor.  I  thought  all  this  wa»  tbelfl 
electioneering  language  of  the  day,  and  that,  when  oow 
office,  he  would  make  himaelf  the  President  of  tbepcori 
and  not  of  a  party.  AH  my  expectations  were  di^tpP^ 
ed ;  for  almost  the  flrvt  thing  he  iaibn&ed  the  rtpi^o* 
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(«« of  &e  pmple  whom  Itf  h«d  callod  togMber — ^who  as- 
^tabled  Jwre  fiish  and  w^m  from  the  midat  of  the  peo- 

fc1rM,  that  if  they  thoufd  diara  to  paaa  a  bill  to  eatablish 
k  of  the  United  8tstea,  ha  would  be  a  lion  in  their 
;  Ifaat  he  waa  armed  with  a  veto  power,  and  would  aa- 
ll]r  ose  it.  8uch  langaa'i'e  ia  unprecedented  in  the  hia- 
01  thit  or  any  other  coilntry.     The  President,  in  hia 
address,  informed  the  people  (hat  if  a  particular 
riiould  be  paaaed  by  Congreaa,  he  would  oae  the 
I  thoDght  that  tmneceaeary  and  uncalfed  for,  but 
'  it  waa  designed  for  Southern  effect     A  veto  in 
ew  Wbuld  be  unnecessary ;  nor  did  Mr.  Van  Buren^ 
one  else,  suppose  that  he  would  ever  be  called  on  to 
hn  pledge;  for,  Mr.  Chairman,  whenever  the  Con- 
of  die  United  States  shall  eo  far  forgrt  their  compact 
Kaiylaod  aa  to  violate  private  property  in  the  District 
ihmbia,  your  jurisdiction  will  end,  and  that  of  Mary- 
will  begin,  over  all  that  part  of  the  ten  milea  square 
of  the  southern  bank  or  the  PotGitnac  river.     I  may 
her:  that  moment  thia  Houae  shall  contain  a  major- 
BSttbers  who  will  be  ao  ledclesa  aa  to  vote  for  <h» 
oiiAtLv^ry  in  the  Disbict  of  Columbia,  the  annun- 
of  that  majority  by  the  Chair  will  be  the  sounding 
dettb-knell  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Tan  Burea  ia  six  months  In  office,  before  a 
<iU  or  resolution  bna  been  sent  to  him  for  bis  aigna* 
^  has  voluntarily,  gratuitously,  stepped  out  of  the 
cf  fait  duty,  to  inform  Cbngreae  that  upon  at  least  two 
be  will  use  hia  veto.     I  have  an  hostility  to  thfei 
rer,  and  can  never  be  reconciled  to  ita  tttt.    The 
of  our  eonatitntion  jAaced  it  in  the  handa  of  the 
v^  under  the  follaeioDs' belief  that  it  ia  the  weakest 
eo^fJinate  brandiea  of  Ootermnent.     Sir,  tht)  frk- 
'  tbe  constitution  and  (he  Authors  of  the  Federalist 
Ei&en.    The  Executive  ia  more  powerful  than  all 
trancbea  put  together.    All  power  is  faat  eonsol- 
die  Executive  handv;  and  the  Executive  history 
four  years  ia  atdAcreht  to  justify  the  rtftnark  with- 
fpfii.    They  thdiightit  harmless,  b^cattse  fbfey 
ibsolefei  in  Bngbmd,  though  existing  in  the  King* 
ftutiott. 

Severoment  of  the  Urtited  Statea  ia  the  last  in  the 
vbich  should  tolermte  the  ▼0to  power.  There  may 
**  phiiisibility  for  it  in  the  State  oonatitutiona,  ^bieh 
to  die  people  the  right  io  elect  both  branchea  of  the 
iR! ;  for  there  both  bn^nches  may  be  moved,  in  a 
ff  less  degree,  by  the-  same  commotion  or  pdptllar 
y  But  even  in  the  eo^tution  of  my  own  Siatte, 
m  Senate  ia  not  elec^  by  ihe  people,  the  Bie^ti* 
-]dbnied  the  veto  power;  the  constitution  saya  thi$ 
'  tAoff  aign  the  lawa.  And  it  hea  been  judlehilly 
by  our  higbeat  courta,  that  laws  which  have  passed 
til  Assembly,  or  boU^'Houses  of  the  Legislature^ 
without  the  signature  of  the  Governor.  And 'that 
the  only  feature  iii'  the  Maryland  constilutiod 
1  think,  could  not  be  •changed  fur  the  better.  And 
Federal  Goremokent,  i^lbo,  every  uaefbf  cauiion  ex* 
'piiniag  lawa,  without  the  existence  of  the  oppree- 
power  in  the  Exeehtive.  In  our  Govermfienf, 
eutative,  part  confederative,  no  law  can  be  enact- 
itits  firat  receiving  t6e  sanction  of  the  representa- 
[  the  foople ;  or,  in  other  words,  a  majority  pf  the 
in  their  aggregate  capacity,  without  disiiinction  of 
eontrol  in  thia  House.  i,n  tiie  confederate  branch, 
fte  sovereign  Stiitea  afe  equal,  a  majority  of  thoee 
Sttsi  give  sanction  to  every  bin.  W4iat  greater 
*  can  there  be  to  liberty  than  to  reqtiire .  first  the 
of  a  majority  of  the  people,  and  theit  k  ma- 
the  States,  -  to  every  measure  of  public  utility  t 
Q  lotraiot  bvyond  this  is  actual,  real  oppreaaion.  I 
pthe  abuse  of  delegated  ^wer  to  be  tt» obnoxious  to 
"iKss  ^  tianrpation  ef  pbwer.     And  iii  Exeeutite 


places  itself  within  the  range  of  that  censure,  whan  it  ar^ 
rogantly  uaea,  tit  preeumptuously  threatrtw,  the  Teto.  I( 
ia  to  awe  free  and  feirfesa  deliberation,  by  sospending  tba 
aword  of  Damoclee  over  the  heads  of  nervous  politicians,  in 
this  hall  or  the  other. 

Historians  Inform  ua  that,  arith  all  his  vices,  "  Nero 
never  attempted  any  thing  againat  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Senate.'^ 

Marcua  AureKua,  though  ahned  with  the  imperial  triba- 
liitian  (or  veto)  prerogative,  aaid,  in  allnding  to  tbeSenate^ 
"  It  ia  more  proper  that  I  diould  aubmit  to  the  opinion  of 
ao  many  and  such  friends,  than  that  ao  many  and  anch 
friends  should  follow  my  will." 

An  able  writer  aaya,  **  It  waa  by  adding  the  trflnmitiaii 
power  [ifUereedart  vkare)  to  the  mlKtary,  in  their  own 
t)erson«,  that  the  Roman  Emperors  eonauumated  the  raitt 
of  the  republic.**  «« It  ttrts  1^  this  mode,**  aaya  Tadtna, 
<*that  Augustua  found  means»  without  the  name  of  King 
or  Dictator,  to  make  himself  superior  to  the  legialattve  and 
executive  powera  of  the  eomnionwealth.'* 

If  the  Romans  loat  their  liberty  by  thi  union  of  the  mil* 
itary  and  thii  veto  power  in  the  wtoie  handa,  how  can  it  be 
pr^rved  in  this  nation,  when  yon  unite  in  the  same  hands, 
which  have  now  the  mifitary  and  toIo,  the  power  of  ther 
purse,  whidi  you  prdpose  to  do  by  the  bill  now  on  your 
tablet — a  poweir  which  Augustua  never  poseeased. 

But  in  these  niddem  days,  a  President  is  called  a  Roman 
patriot,  who  freely  uses,  this  detested  instrument  of  tyran- 
dy;  though  Pliny  boasts,  in  panegyrising  Trajan,  <<that 
the  Emperor  never  allowed  himieif  to  annul  or  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  Senate's  decreea." 

T  will  not  longer  dwell  on  this  sub)ecl  than  to  say  thai, 
aa  \i  was  by  the  ttse.of  the  veto  that  Louis  XVI  loit  hia 
head — so  may  tha  next  AitierictUi  ^o  Aall  use  it  loae  hia 
(Mrsonal  pdputarity. 

But  the  Prealdei(it  has  thought  fit  to  read  U>  Congrsas  d 
l^ture  npdn  constitutibdal  law,  and  gravely  teHs  ns  that  d 
Bank  df  the  Vnited  Statea  would  be  nneonsdtutional.  Tea, 
air,  he  wavld  faili  edilyinoa  ua  that  the  todatitiHion  waa  in 
bis  keeping,  dnd  thit  he  will  not  let  the  rude  hinds  of  the 
representaHirea  of  the  fM^eple  pvofane  it.  Mr.  Chaivnan, 
how  much  erime  has  beati  eommittsd,  how  nNMb  bleed 
has  beeh  shed,  by  fhnatieisns  knder  the  pretext  of  asrviny 
Olireitite  ef  religlen  ?  How  mneh  ubiirpatien  and  tyi«i« 
ny  have  been  praetiaed^  npon  the  pretence  of  eaving  the 
constf tution  ^d  aartlng^the  p^opl^t  JM  biHofy  anawafh«- 
fbf  every  tblume  can  anawer,  fhMn  the  ereatimi  af  the  worid 
to  the  present  moment.  Who  ia  thia  nughty  bxpomderof 
the  cotts^utienl  la  he  the  thavenemble  and  glortoud 
man  who  presided  over  te  dellberatiQna  of  the  convention 
that  fornied  thit  eacred  instrument !  Oi*  is  he  the  Wise  and 
di«tin^«MieS  individuf^  vrhoee  pen  gava  it  form  and  pro^ 
portion,  and  who  has  beeii  (frnphatieally  called  the  Father 
of  the  conetitution  1  .  Hb,  air,  he  is  hot  But  he  is  Martin 
Van  Buren,  of  Kinderhoofc*  The  aame  individual  who  \tk» 
formed  the  nation  in  hia  inaugural  address,  on  the  aasl 
ft«nt  of  the  Capitol,  that  hb  was  the  first  t>rerident  elected 
who  had  not  participated  in  the  patriotic  atrugglee  of  the 
Revolution;  who  thought  it  proper  to  say,  for  the  inform- 
ation, perhaps,  of  the  ladies  present,  that  ha  was  bom  sinctf 
those  ancient  daya.  He  is  the  fiiat  and  chief  of  the  mod^ 
em  expounders  of  the  constitution.  Yes,  sir,  even  Araca 
Kehdiin,  an  officer,  not  of  the  eonsiitution,  but  of  the  Iaw« 
sayA  that  he  is  a  limb— ^ee^  sir!  the  right  arm,  I  suppoaoi— 
of  the  Executive  body,  and  has  dared  to  read  a  homily  4* 
the  courts  upon  their  duties  and  the  coiistitntion.  It  ia 
time,  for  the  dignity  of  thia  Houee  and  the  nation,  that 
sbeh  inaoleilee  and  efiirontery  ahoutd  be  frowned  down^  if 
not  punished.  But  I  win  leave  these  distinguished  per- 
•lonagea  for  a  moment,  and  allttde  to  others.  There  ia 
another  claas  of  politicians  in  this  House,  who  have  b^ 
thrown  into  ec^ciM  beoauae  Mr.  Tan  Burin  aaya  that;  a* 
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be  eoDftroes  the  coDfititadon,  Congreat  caniiot  create  a 
United  States  bank.  They  call  tbemieWec  the  true  State 
righte  Old  Dominion  republican  democratM  of  the  Jeflfeno- 
nian  school,  and  quote  the  name  of  that  patriot,  for  every 
purpose,  namWless  times,  in  every  speech  with  which 
they  favor  this  House.  My  mind  is  in  doubt  whether  such 
displays  should  be  treated  gravely  or  lightly.  Gentlemen 
seem  to  speak  as  if  no  one  had  read  and  understood  Mr. 
Jefferson's  writings  but  themselves,  and  quote  slips  from, 
and  fragments  of,  his  letters  written  so^e  fifty  years  ago, 
before  the  existence  of  a  United  States  bank.  I  have  been 
amused  to  see  the  dreadful  warfare  of  words  carried  on 
among  those  Southern  State  rights  politicians,  who  dis- 
pute upon  subtleties  too  refined  to  be  perceived  by  my 
mental  vision.  One  descants  upon  constitutional  law,  and 
all  eagerly  listen,  in  hope  to  hear  some  idea  which  may  im- 
pinge against  something  which  Mr.  Jefierson  may  have  loose- 
ly written  or  said,  believipg  it  will  be  his  political  destruc- 
tion at  home.  Quick  as  thought,  a  messenger  Is  sent  to  the 
library  to  produce  a  letter  or  conversation  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 
The  orator  ends,  and  another  begins  with  anticipated  vic- 
tory joyously  illumining  his  features,  and  his  Southern 
friend  is  handled  %vithout  gloves  or  mercy.  But  with  that 
propensity  for  lung  speaking  which  is  so  remarkable  in  tbe 
South,  where  all  are  imaginative  children  of  the  Sun,  and 
where  all  possuss  the  copia  verborum  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, he  soon  runs  foul  of  some  other  opinion  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, on  some  other  and  foreign  subject.  Yes,  and  an- 
other more  Mercury-footed  page  is  posted,  to  lell  the  first 
to  be  swift  Then  another  State  rights  Jefiersonian  Old 
Dominion  true  republican  democrat  rises,  and,  with  the 
merciless  vengeance  of  a  Samson,  he  routs  and  vanquishes 
the  political  Philiatines  before  him,  behind  him,  and  around 
him,  horse,  foot,  and  dragoons.  These  gentlemen  regard 
it  high  treason,  verily,  to  differ  in  the  minutest  particular 
from  Mr.  Jefferson.  What  a  bombastic  Englishman  once 
aaid  of  Homer,  they  think  true  of  Jefferson : 

'*  Read  Homer  once,  and  jou  can  read  no  more, 
For  all  books  else  appear  so  meaA,  so  poor, 
Verse  will  seem  prose;  bm  still  penrisc  and  rsad, 
And  Homer  will  be  all  ihe  books  you  aeed." 

They  regard  it  heresy,  beyond  the  benefit  of  clergy,  if 
any  man  dare  speak,  think,  or  breathe,  without  producing 
tbe  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson ;  and  he  is  read  out  of  the 
Stale  rights  party.  They  call  to  my  mind  an  anecdote 
which  occurred  in  my  own  State  on  tbe  death  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,  in  the  best  daya  of  Maryland  hospitality,  before 
•he  was  governed,  as  sbo  now  ia,  by  uncles  and  aunts,  who 
are  all  united  by  either  affinity  or  propinquity,  who  fill  all 
places,  and  hold  the  reins  of  government  in  their  feeble 
and  effisminate  grasp— for  Maryland  is  pretty  much  like  the 
rest  of  the  Southern  Stales.  They  have  all  been,  for  the 
last  ten  years,  like  eo  many  barrels  of  frosen  cider— the 
•pirit  has  not  escaped,  but  it  has  become  concentrated; 
some  of  them  now  show  signe  of  reanimation,  and  eliven- 
iog  feelings  aie  beginning  to  pervade  them ;  and  we  may 
hope  that  even  <«  Rip  Van  Winkle''  (North  Carolina)  will 
in  time  open  his  wondering  eyes.  But  to  ley  anecdote. 
The  news  reached  a  coierie  of  thorough-going  federalists, 
who  were  dining  on  the  Bastem  shore  of  Maryland,  where 
wine  and  wit  were  flowing  in  equal  streams ;  all  expressed 
in  general  exclamation  tlieir  bitter  sorrow  ;  all,  save  one, 
became  earnest  and  eloquent  in  speaking  of  the  powers  of 
that  great  man's  mind— of  the  great  services  he  had  ren- 
dered to  the  country,  and  the  heavy  loss  which  the  nation 
bad  sustained,  and  how  much  they  lamented  it.  At  length, 
Thomas  Bailey,  tbe  brother  of  the  Attorney  General  of 
Maryland,  who  was  remarkable  for  a  high  order  of  intellect, 
when  he  would  venture  to  exercise  it,  setting  down  bin 
empty  wine-giasa,  said  to  his  bevy  of  frieiKU,.  that  he  had 
listened  to  the  expressions  of  grief  which  the  sad  news  had 
called  from  them,  but  he  felt  that  his  grief  was  greater  than 
theirs,  because  his  loes  was  greater  in  the  death  of  Hamil- 


ton ;  for  as  long  as  Hamilton  lived  (said  be)  bo  bad  wm 
been  put  to  the  labor  and  trouble  of  investigating  qtenkai 
for  himself,  and  that,  as  Hamilton  was  dea3,  he  do7,  ila^ 
would  be  forced  to  the  dire  necessity  of  thinkiag  fin  hii- 
self. 

I  could  but  think,  since  this  diseunion  has  commcMe^ 
if  Mr.  Jefferson  had  not  left  behind  him  some  twoToIoai 
of  State  Papes,  one  volume  of  CorrespondeDoe,  lad  1^ 
Notes  on  Virginia,  how  awfully  annoyed  some  of  theYb 
ginia  politicians  would  be,  if  driven,  like  Tom  Bii)ej,1 
think  for  themselves.  What  would  these  gentlemen  dil 
the  point  (Tappui  of  their  political  lever  were  desttoyedJ 

An  able  member  from  Virginia  informed  ui,  hit  oj ' 
that  he  considered  Mr.  Jefferson  tho  polar  star  ihtt  £ii 
his  course.     Suppose  we  draw  imagination  from  an 
the  figure,  and  examine  it  by  the  tesLof  real  life.   Wil 
traveller  always  keep  his  eye  oa  the  polar  slul  If! 
should  direct  his  gaze  continually  that  way  m  his  jo 
he  will  soon  find  that  fuia  would  add  to  his  camkaiij 
would  next  find  that  the  white  bear  and  the  wanderiigj 
dian  would  be  the  only  living  things  about  him ;  atultboi 
step  he  would  find  himself  plunging  into  Symmes'ii 
hole.     Will  the  prudent  and  skilful  mariner  look  il<i 
the  north  star,  in  directing  his  vesBePs  way  over  th<i 
less  ocean  1     At  times  he  is  forced  to  look  at  other  i 
less  beautiful  luminaries,  and  finda  them  equdi;  triwj 
useful.     Yes,  sir,  astronomy  and  navigation  inch  T 
point  his  glas%  at  times,  to  all  the  bright  stars  in  the  i 
and  the  power  of  human  reason  makes  them  sohienri 
its  control. 

.  So  I  should  fain  think  the  practical  AmeiictD  ittli 
should  view  every  star  in  the  firmament,  or,  to  qoil 
figure,  should  read  all  that  has  been  written  by  the 
and  the  good,  and  then  dare  to  think  for  himself. 

When  Jefferson  embarked  in  tlie  glortoua  caiue  of^ 
Revolution,  did  he  take  Solon  or  Lycorgoa,  6i^ 
Hampden,  for  hie  model  of  greatness  ?    Did  he  tike  ] 
or  Milton  aa  the  text-books  of  his  creed  1    No,  sir, 
not.     He  read  all  that  patriots  had  written ;  be  readj 
ly  the  volumes  of  human  nature  :  and  then,  sir,  be  T 
his  pen  into  his  own  mind,  and  wrote  the  immortal  M 
ration  of  Independence.     He  liad  no  model;  dvfl  ' 
think  and  to  act  for  himeelf,  he  made  himself  gml 


was. 


We  are  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  dC{ 
Union  ;  and  I  am  unwilling,  as  an  American  citizen,  i 
silently  and  hear  Mr.  Jefferson's  name  quoted,  to 
every  narrow  and  selfish  purpoeo.     His  fame  is  the] 
erty  of  the  whole  nation,  and  is  iM>t  placed  in  the 
a  few  Southern  politicians.     Mr.  Jefferson  had  &ol 
all  men  have ;  but  Mr.  Jefferson  was  a  man  of 
and  expansive  mind.   And  if  any  supernatural  power  < 
resuscitate  his  body  with  the  magic  wand  of  one  of 
we  read  in  solemn  history,  and  present  him  living 
us,  he  would  rebuke  his  friends  for  using  his  oaiD^ 
has  been,  on  many  occasions. 

Mr.  Jefierson  doubted,  before  the  fint  United 
Bank  was  established,  whether  it  was  constitutiooti 
tablish  such  an  institution.     But  did  he  advise 
Washington  to  put  his  veto  upon  it !     No,  sir.    He 
tions  him  against  using  the  veto— he  urges  bim  to 
the  representatives  of  the  people.     This  he  did  ia  thai 
sentence  of  his  letter  to  General  M'ashington,  in  ir 
He  says,   *'it  must  be  added,  however,  that,  uoIh 
President's  miud,  on  a  view  of  every  thing  which  is 
for  and  against  this  bill,  is  tolerably  clear  that  it  is 
thorized  by  the  constitution  ;  if  the  pro  and  eon  bs 
even  aa  to  balance  his  judgment,  a  just  respect  for  diei 
dom  of  the. Legislature  would  naturally  decide  the'  ' 
in  favor  of  their  opinion."  ji 

Such  is  the  manly  language  of  a  great  mhid ;  and  I  *■ 
for  the  interest  of  the  country,  that  his  modern  frin 


1505 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS- 


1506 


Oct.  is,  1897.] 


Suh-Treamtiry  BiU, 


[H.  ov  R. 


btv  how  to  tppredate  it.  He  recommendi  no  veto,  bu 
moont  the  Preiidenl  Against  it.  He  advisee  the  Preei- 
hnt  to  mpect  the  Legisiatore.  This  in  the  langaage  of  a 
mdemoertt  A  demoerat  ii  he  who  will  think  for  him- 
ri(  vo(«  for  himoelf,  speak  for  himtelf,  and  obey  the  laws 
|W  dedwHis  of  the  trtbonals  of  the  conntiy.    A  man  who 

too  the  blind-hridle  of  party,  and  allows  himself  to  he 
iiofwd  inth  party  trammels,  is  not  a  democrat— he  is 
Wf  t  fwal.    A  democimt  most  be  a  free  thinker  and  a 
ptiliM'— a  free  and  fearlesa  politleal  actor. 
WUbt  Mr.  JeHerson  spoke  and  wrote  freely  his  senti- 
^M%  he  knew  how  to  respect  the  opinions  of  others.    He 
'  the  constitution  and  obeyed  the  laws.     When 
of  the  United  Stotes  was  established,  be  acqnies- 
in  defefeoce  and  with  cheerfulness.     And  in  1804, 
he  was  exalted  to  the  Presidency,  he  signed  a  bill 
nog  the  bank  to  establish  branches  in  the  Terrifo- 
If  he  had  not  surrendered  his  first  opinion,  he  placed 
I  in  the  attitude  of  being  guilty  of  baee  perjury  in 
log  the  measure ;  and  I  would  not  venture  to  give 
to  the  opinion  T  would  entertain  of  the  man  who 
bring  sueh  a  charge  against  him. 
wa  but  fawt  night,  while  listening  to  an  able  member 
the  Old  Dominion,  who  was  quoting  JeflTenoa  against 
lok  of  the  United  ataten,  that  I  turned  to  a  learned 
froiB  Virginia,  by  whom  I  wos  eitttng^  and  said  that 
ij  believed  that,  if  Mr.  Jefferson  were  on  this  floor, 
nw  the  distresses  of  the  country,  he  would  be  the  first 
est  to  advocate  a  United  States  bank.     My  friend 
that  I  appreciated  justly  Mr.  Jefferson's  ehanic- 
he  had  heard  a  lew  daye  ago  a  distinguished  gen- 
who  was  a  neighbor  of  Mr.  Jefieraon,  assert  that 
JdEnson  had  said  that,  if  the  State  bank  system  was 
lolented,  the  only  way  to  control  it,  and  to  give  a 
eorreney,  was  to  have  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
^  fiict  has  been  alluded  to  by  the  able  gentleman 
pnealed  me,  [Mr.  Pops.]    That  he  said  so,  1  have 
imtllest  doubt.     Your  Supreme  Court,  last  win- 
teied  that  the  State  banks  were  constitutional, 
if  Mr.  Jefferson's  opinions  are  to  be  quoted,  they 
leio  ftvor  of  a  United  States  bank, 
thois  very  gentlemen,  who  wish  to  chain  down  Mr. 
'e  opinions  to  the  narrowest  views  opiHi  aU  sub* 
*iU  find  themselves  in  an  awkward  predicament  at 
t  Nenon.     I  predict,  Mr.  Cfaaimian,  that  they  will 
fuoie  Mr.  Jefferson  as  the  greatest  latitttdinarian  who 
%A  the  Presidential  chair. 

the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 

M  eome  up,  as  I  expect  it  will  next  winter,  these 

«U!  quote  Mr.  JefibrMn  as  a  precedent,  becauM 

ncoded  the  parcbaee  of  Louisiana. 

Jcftison  has  admitted  that  that  purchase  vraa  made 

t  uy  aothoiity  being  given  in  the  constitution.  But 

vMommended  it,  and  signed  the  bill.     Sir,  he  acted 

>  he  acted  as  a  philosophic  statesman  should  have 

'Hiere  are  occasionally  and  rarely  great  national 

which  no  framers  of  a  constitution  can  foresee. 

BODcrgeneies  must  be  met,  and  acted  upon  promptly. 

^  one  of  them.     In  such  a  tm%^  all  public  fun^ 

»•  justified  in  adapting  their  course  to  the  eir- 

WUbt  they  venerate  the  constitution,  they 

"^  by  duty  to  obey  what  must  be  the  sense,  not 

P»9>  but  of  the  whole  nation,  in  the  emergency,  and 

*«dk  meemree  as  will  meet  the  wishes  of  the  present 

'^t  fod  which  they  are  convinced  will  meet  with 

^^    ion  of  all  posterity.     Such  occurrences  are  but 

pnnaied,  but  still  they  do  sometimes  occur.    And 

HadiNu  laid  truly,  in  his  able  report  upon  the  Vir* 

''^(MM  of  1798,  that,  ''as  the  constitution  is 

^  (mt,  eo  are  the  people  above  the  constitution." 

^im  ehoold  be  received  with  caution,  to  be  aanc* 

^  when  the  people  deaire  a  change  In  their  or« 
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ganic  law,  or  when  great  national  exigencies  arise,  such 
as  I  have  alluded  to. 

Some  of  these  Sonthem  oonstitntional  lawyers  seem  to 
revel  in  denunciations  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States — not  only  some  of  the  Virginia  politicians,  but  the 
able  member  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Picxrivs,]  who 
Bprung  into  the  front  rank  in  this  debate.  Some  new  light 
lift!  illumined  his  path.  I  thought,  if  any  State  in  the 
Union  had  acquiesced  in  the  conetitotiontlity  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  it  was  Houth  Carolina.  If  the  peo- 
ple have  erred  iu  sustaining  the  bank.  South  Carolina  has 
inculcated  that  error ;  for  all  of  her  great  men  have  advo- 
cated it.  In  1816,  seven  out  of  eight  of  her  representatives 
voted  for  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank.  Yes, 
sir,  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Edwards,  Huger,  King, 
liowndes,  Middteton,  Pickens,  Taylor,  and  Woodward; 
and  Mr.  May  rant  stood  ('solitary  and  alone"  against  it. 
But  the  onward  path  of  modern  genius  can  demonstrate 
that  all  them  men  were  ignorant  of  the  constitution  and 
their  duties. 

'*  We  think  cm  fathen  fDols,  eo  wiw  ¥re  ^t^w  ; 
Our  wleer  eoosy  no  doubt,  wUl  think  tw  so.'* 

Yes,  sir,  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  was  a  Southern  fixed  star, 
has,  by  some  inscrutable  phenomena  of  nature,  by  some 
undiscovereble  law  of  attraction,  wandered  from  his  station, 
and  is  now  in  the  northern  polar  hemisphere;  or,  rather,  in 
now  a  planet  revolving  around,  by  attraction  and  repulsion, 
the  executive  centre.  Sir,  1  grieve  at  the  sudden  transi- 
tion, because  I  like  Mr.  Calhoun  personally.  But  he  has 
made  himself  a  living  warning,  to  the  opinions  I  have  ex- 
pressed,  how  dsitgerous  it  is  for  any  free^thinking  and  gen- 
erous man,  wliether  in  public  or  in  private  life,  to  pin  hie 
faith  to  the  sktrta  of  any  man.  Mr.  Calhoun's  poliiical  life 
has  been  most  atrangely  erratic.  If  I  shoukl  wish  to  find 
an  argument  in  favor  of  the  B.^nk  of  the  United  States,  I 
would  read  his  speech  made  in  1816;  if  I  wished  te  find  a 
confirmation  of  those  opinions,  I  would  read  his  speech 
made  in  the  twenty-third  Congress ;  if  I  wished  to  find  an 
argument  against  the  bank,  I  would  read  his  recent  speech 
made  in  the  twenty-fith  Congress;  if  I  wished  to  find  an 
argument  In  fvfoir  of  the  tariff^  I  would  read  his  speech 
made  in  1 8 16 ;  if  I  would  wish  to  find  an  argnment  against 
the  tari£^  I  would  read  at  least  a  dosen  speMhee  which  he 
has  made  within  the  last  four  yeare ;  if  I  wished  to  find  an 
argnment  in  fevor  of  forto  and  fortifications,  I  would  read 
bis  report  made  when  he  was  Secretary  of  War ;  if  I  wished 
to  find  an. argument  against  forte  and  fortifications,  I  would 
read  hb  speech  delivered  in  the  twenty- Uurd  Coogreae;  if 
I  wished  to  gain  proof  that  he  waa  friendly  to  the  tariff'  and 
internal  improvements,  I  would  ask  lor  it  from  the  gentle- 
men of  Pennsylvania,  who,  some  ten  or  twelve  yeare  ago, 
urged  his  name  for  the  PresideDcy,  and  I  would  be  answer- 
ed that  they  urged  his  elaima  beoauee  they  thought  him 
ultra  on  those  aubjecte;  if  I  wished  to  find  argumeote 
against  that  system,  they  would  be  found  in  every  speeeh 
which  be  has  delivered,  on  any  subject  whatever,  lor  the 
last  eix  years.  Let  the  generous  and  ebivalrie  young  men 
of  the  South  follow  sueh  a  polar  fixed  star,  and  they  will 
find,  when  too  late  to  retrieve  their  standing  and  uaaful- 
ncss,  that  they  had  been  following  an  ignUfaiuuSf  which 
had  been  leading  them  from  swamp  to  bog,  from  bog  to 
glen,  from  glen  to  nerass,  and  finally  left  them  in  a  cy- 
press swamp  of  the  most  impenetrable  darkness.  He  may 
be  quoted  for  any  politieal  opinion,  as  a  diatinguished  judge 
once  said  Crake's  reporta  could  bo  quoted  for  any  legal 
opinion.  I  had  rather  at  once  cut  my  political  jugular  tlum 
follow  such  a  etar ;  for,  if  I  did  not,  the  people  would  soon 
do  it  for  roe ;  and  I  regard  auieide  preferable  to  publio  exe- 
cution. I  was  amueed  at  the  gallant  bearing  of  my  chival- 
rous friend  from  Sooth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Prossvs,]  when  he 
took  the  lead,  conecions  of  his  right  and  ability  to  lead,  in 
this  debate ;  it  proved  to  my  Bttod  that  his  Sonthem  feeling 
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giUl  AataMled  hii  boAon.  I  thought  it  leenieU  cincl,  though 
it  waa  juBt,  when  he  required  the  Clerk,  with  bin  strong 
^ce,  to  raid  out  the  namee  of  tboM  who  had  voted  for 
and  agaiDst  Gvneral  Gordon's  proftosition  a  few  yean  ago. 
Lthoaght  that  thai  waa,  to  hia  new  allies,  «  the  most  un- 
kindest  cut  of  all."  I  was  then  seated  in  the  chair  on  the 
Clerk's  ptotform,  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Wbbstxii,  [Mr.  J. 
poiitfed  in  the  dicwtion  of  the  Clerk's  seat,]  philosophiztng 
and  surveying  the  effect  it  woukl  produce  on  many  coun- 
tsnanoea,  and  perceived,  as  some  names  were  pronounced, 
their  faces  would  crimson;  others  would  blsnch;  same 
twisted  in  their  chairs,  whilst  others  left  the  hall,  as  old 
Proteus  onoe  quitted  an  unpleasant  theatrical  hall  $  whilst 
in  some  old  and  hardened  sinners,  who  had  long  and  often 
offended,  not  an  eye  would  wink,  or  a  muscle  move,  or  a 
single  feature  change.  They  seemed  to  look  as  if  they 
were  conscious  that  they  were  past  all  forgiveness,  and  had 
made  up  their  minds  to  look  with  more  composure  upon 
their  past  acU,  than  upon  the  enormity  o(  those  which 
they  fully  expected  to  perpetrate;  whilst  I  beard,  or  thought 
I  heard,  several  voices  involuntarily  exclaim,  *<  expunge 
tba  journal."  That  gentleman,  [Mr.  Pickkivs,]  whilst 
ha  is  advocating,  in  his  able  speeches,  State  rights,  is  at 
the  sane  time,  supporting  a  measure  which  is  the  aery  de*> 
finition  of  consolidation .  The  whole  reasoning  asM^unta  to 
this :  becanae  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  establish  a 
bank,  therofoia  Congress  must  surrentter  into  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  all  power  over  the  public  money. 

Whilst  I  regard  a  Virginian  or  South  Carolinian,  who 
will  act  upon  Ihe  principles  of  his  anceatom,  and  dare  think 
for  himself,  as  one  of  the  noblest  beings  in  creation,  I  re- 
gard that  diffierent  Lilliputian  race,  who  are  seven-month's 
cfaildEan,  always  talking  about  the  constitution,  and  never 
reading  it,  who  ride  about  with  saddlebags  and  the  Revised 
Code,  and  spout  ''Constitution  and  Jafierson"  at  every 
court-house  and  cross-road,  as  the  unsafest  guides  in  the 
world ;  and  if  they  should  happen  to  be  such  lawyers  aa 
<'  rare  Ben  Jonaon*'  describes,  I  would  warn  the  people  lo 
beware  of  them  who 

^  Give  focksd  counsel:  uke  provoking  gold 
On  either  hand,  and.put  ii  up. 
So  wise,  so  crave,  of  so  perplexed  a  tongue, 
And  tuud  wkbal,  that  would  not  wag,  nor  soarca 
Ue  sUll  without  a  fee." 

Thans  may  be  one  other  claaa  of  Southern  politicians 
who  are  worse  constitutional  advisers.  They  are  those  of 
mora  standing  at  the  bar,  and  who  are  called  great  apecial 
pleadera— the  true  green-bag  gentry^who  know  all  the 
arta  of  fihng  a  declaration,  or  (raming  a  demuner— who 
can  at  once  analyze  in  their  minds  all  the  dry  maxima  of 
the  black  letter  and  the  lignum- vit»  teima  of  the  law — who 
know  how  to  make  thin  distinctions,  and  can  quibble  on 
the  point  of  a  cambric  needle.  Such  men  I  would  counsel 
with  upon  a  contingent  remainder  or  executory  devise ;  hot 
they  are  not  snch  men  aa  I  would  aeleot  as  ray  guides  to 
espound  the  constitution  on  this  floor,  or  to  make  them  my 
archetypes  as  pbiloaophiealatalesmen.  Hair-aplit  diatinc- 
tions  prove»  they  think,  superior  wisdom;  and  they  will 
baantify  them  with  rich  diction  and  elegant  manner,  and 
laave  you  in  a  perfect  paradise  of  ecslacy,  figures,  an^ 
flowem.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  safer  and  better  guides. 
Let  those  who  wish  to  understand  the  constitution  read  the 
debates  of  the  convention  which  framed  that  instrument'*- 
read  the  debates  in  the  State  conventions  which  adopted 
it— read  the  Federalist  and  Chief  JoKtce  MarshaH's  deci- 
saeos  upon  it:  let  him  do  thi«,  and  then  he  will  dare  to 
think  for  himself,  and  will  know  something  alwut  it.  And 
in  this  reading  he  may  leam  that  Mr.  Jefieraon  was  not  in 
this  country  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, but  was  minister  in  France.  As  a  politician,  Mr. 
Jefferaon  was  superior  to  Mr.  Madison;  aa  an  expounder 
of  the  eonatitiition,  I  regard  him  as  inferior. 


Can  any  one  doubt  that,  had  Mr.  Van  Barea  leomh 
mended  the  establishment  of  a  United  States  Bsuk,  cbr- 
tared  with  cautious  and  well  guarded  restvaiot^  it  imU 
have  bean  passed  by  this  Coogreas,  and  that  ia  iMiliMB 
six  months  every  aolmot  bank  woukl  vaauns  specie  pi^- 
menis,  and  the  overwhelming  misery  and  distnacB  of  thi 
people  would  have  changed  into  a  brighter  and  nort  pm* 
parous  aspect  1    I  do  not  doubt  it.    Had  Mr.  Yaa  Boift 
said  that  he  had  been  disappointed  in  the  new  eiperam^ 
as  all  of  his  frieufla  had  been ;  that  it  was  the  part  of  irif 
dom  now  to  adopt  the  old  and  well-tried  policy  of  Uspt' 
decessors,  a  policy  which  bad  acted  well:  if  thenioawrf 
his  firiends  here  had  opposed  it,  he  could  have  held  tipdii 
example  of  Madison,  and  been  sustained  by  the  nUbi*. 
Madison's  name  would  have  outweighed  a  best  of  oste; 
politiciana.     When  Mr.  Madison  atood  alone  io  hii  «ili 
in  the  last  Virginia  convention,  against  all  ihaRii,teiklfr 
American  writer  taid  that  be  would  aooner  have  ttkia  Ik 
Madison  to  be  right  thM  all  the  rest  put  togeUitr.  ii", 
much  as  I  admired  his  wisdom,  I  ooukl  not  say  tkst  bhIi^ 
But  Mr.  Van  Bureo's  course  has  been  calltd  afinBMi|( 
and  a  distinguished  Senator  new  in  my  eye,  [Mr.WnM 
sTsn,]  soid,  in  a  speech  wbsch  I  heard  with  greet  pkHdNt! 
in  another  quarter  of  this  Capitol,  that  after  retding  MA 
Van  Buren's  mcasagQ,  and  finding  that  he  vraareillftwM 
ing  the  footalepe  of  the  late  Prssideat,  he  would  Dotdnff^ 
him  with  a  want  of  firmoeas.     I  differ  with  thl "  '  ' 
gttished  gentleman,  and  many  othera  who  have  vA 
same  language  in  this  and  the  other  end  of  the  Giy 
I  will  not  call  it,  at  the  same  time,  timidity,  but  I  «ill< 
itrasbnees.     The  brave  Roman  who  sent  his  geHenti 
at  the  head  of  an  army,  cautioned  htm  as  much 
raahnees  aa  be  did  against  cowardice.     **  The  sMoa  of  I 
courage,"  said  he,  *Mies  between  the  extremes  of 
ardioe  and  rashness."    It  is  a  proof  of  an  absence  of  i 
courage  for  any  man  to  persist  in  wrong  because  bief 
urge  him  to  do  so.     Mr.  Van  Bnren  had  an  oppoitui 
showing  moral  fortitude  in  an  eminaot  degree;  far  iti 
require  no  small  degnse  of  moral  courage  for  a  sao 
gently  chidek  aofUy  to  rebuke,  a  ruinous  csreer  of 
friend.     Had  Mr.  Van  Bnren  said  to  his  friende  lisli 
had  believed  in  the  experiment  aa  they  had  doDr,k» 
and  they  had  been  dieappoinied ;  it  had  ovcrwhefaBiif 
whole  land  in  misery  and  dislaess;  hiaaupponeneii 
aa  his  opponents  were  beggared  by  it ;  that  hs  Mt  itj 
doty  to  aiiandon  the  scheme  which  had  ao  sigasUj 
and  he  had  determined,  for  the  goMi  of  the  bsuob, 
Iwck  to  the  well-beaten  path  in  which  WaehingUn 
Madison,  and  all  the  other  Presidents,  trod— bs  iBigl|ti 
lest  here  and  there  a  friend,  but  he  would  have 
hundred  for  one ;  he  would  have  proved  himself  mi 
the  office  which  he  holds,  proved  himeelf  of  true  endj 
erous  ccmragte,  and  would  have  then  been  placed  bf  j 
side  of  the  aojiable  and  patriotic  MadiaoD.     But  «het< 
he  do  1     When  the  popular  phren^  wua  ht^iset  agaii 
bank,  Mr.   Van  Boren,  in  an  evil  hour,  oommitted  ' 
self  againat  the  bank,  aopposing  the  pet  bank  ty*^ 
succeed ;  because  General  Jackson  bad  awom,  in  hi*] 
that  it  should  succeed.     But  foiled — exploded— blo«i 
the  Treasury  as  well  as  the  banks ;  and  the  people 
ruined.     Mr.  Van  Buren  was  in  a  dilemma,  sad 
not  go  for  a  United  States  bank,  and  preserve  his  i 
tency ;  and  had  magnanimity  of  firding  to  ooofe«  >"^ 
repent,  and  ask  forgivness  of  the  thousands  and  ieai4 
thonsandawhom  he  had  helped  to  ruin.     What  m^ 
do  in  this  emergency,  as  Congress  had  been  called  isll 
panic  of  the  moment  1     He  waa  pledged  to  go  in  thoij 
steps  of  the  kite  President,  and  there  were  no  finUMfl 
Mr.  Van  Buren  waa  at  fault,  sadly  et  fiiult.    A  f«t  ^^ 
was  poated  to  the  Hermitage,  two  letters  are  quiokly  ^ 
ten  tiy  General  Jackson,  published  in  the  Gk>b^  end  M 
footsteps  are  made  where  none  were  bedbrew  Never  did  Ti 
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btrios  Higa  with  n  OMicb  awful  lerror  m  whea  he  retired 
finm  Reno  and  wait  to  hie  gloomy  ud  secluded  kormi- 
t»(SBf  tod  sent  his  ftuthoitt«tive  and  bloody  edicts  to  a  sl»- 
ruk  tod  aflnghted  aenute. 

One  or  two  gentiemso  faatve  thrown  out,  daring  the  dis- 
eoMOB  OQ  this  biil,  or  the  one  which  was  acted  on  a  few 
diftigo^  a  delicate  intimation  thai  the  expediency  of  the 
huk  night  be  mo»  olear  to  their  nunds  if  the  constitution 
v«m  ahered  so  as  to  enprass  distinctly  that  Congress  should 
hm  powv  to  establish  a  bank.  Of  auoh  allusions  I  think 
a»  Lswndej  did,  in  IB  16,  when  he  was  requested  by  a 
memlm  to  move  au  amendment  to  the  oonstitotion  to  an- 
ikoam  CoBgnas  to  establish  a  bank.  Lowndee  said  that 
hi  hscLtwn  objections  to  doing  so :  one  was^  that  be  thought 
wh  ID  amendment  wonid  not  be  adopted ;  and  the  second 
w%  that  he  thought  the  power  already  exiated  in- the  con- 
^hiitioB. 

Mr.  Cbairmait,  I  do  not  prolMu  to  be  a  constilntional 
hvfsr.  I  have  road  some  kiw,  it  is  true,  but  have  never 
IBcliBBd  in  the  courts.  I  have  been  adiBttted  to  praetiae 
is  ihe  court  at  the  base  of  this  Capitol^  as  a  great  many 
•lb«r  onworthy  lawyers  have  been  admitted.  I  studied 
bar  ia  Virginia,  under  the  most  distingniahed  jurist  of  tint 
tee-^  personal  and  political  friend  of  Mr.  Jeieiaon.  I 
*■  iMii^t  to  beiievB  that  it  was  the  duty  of  a  lawyer  to 
Mpeot  the  constitution  aad  the  laws ;  that  the  constitution 
MsBthorbBBd  coorta  armed  with  power  to  decide  litigaled 
yntisiis ;  that  from  the  infeiior  coutta  tbsra  was  a  right 
h  appsal  to  the  higher,  and  that  the  decision  of  the  Sn- 
fnis  Court  of  tho  United  States  was  final ;  and  ila  powers 
*Ne  broadly  and  clearly  wiittan  in  the  conatitntion :  that 
|kik  Supreme  Con  it  were  to  decide  a  question  or  pitnciple, 
HiU  did  not  suit  the  popular  taste,  the  decision  still  was 
W;  bat  the  peo|ple  bad  a  raiaedv  in  two  ways,  painted 
Ht  fay  the  oonstitntion,  by  whkh  Gongieas  and  the  States 
Ihmld  not  aksr  the  decision.  Hut  couki  alter  tho  oonslita- 
Hon,  M  they  have  oo  some  oecastens  altered  that  insttq- 
iMau  This  was  the  doetrioe  which  I  was  taught;  this  ia 
lb  doclfiae  which  all  ny  leading  and  reflection  haioc  sinoe 
anfinatd. 

[The  Supreme  Court  has  said  that  it  will  not  dedde  polit- 
m  qosftions;  but  that  aame  court  has  twioa  said  that  the 
iwwtiWipnahty  of  the  hank  was  a  legal  question,  and  has 
McsdecaledittobeconatitntiQaal.  Thedecittona  of  that 
Mtt  have,  in  every  faas^  been  acquieaeeil  in  by  the  peopfe 
if  As  whole  nation.  General  Waahinglon»  who  pcaaded 
«nrihe  eoaventioa  whkii  framed  the  constitution ;  Mr. 
KidtoD,  who  was  most  prominent  in  framing  it;  Alenan- 
ki  Hsaiihcn,  who,  in  iataUect  was  second  to  no  man  in 
Ae  aatiin;  have  given  their  sanction  to.  a  bank.  The 
voDgraasoT  1791,  wb^h  chartered  the  firat  United  States 
Jw,  voted  two  to  one  in  lavor  of  it-*ayes  89,  does  SO. 
^  fieatar  portion  of  the  members  of  that  Congress,  who 
2«n  in  the  convention  whksh  framed  the  oonstitiition,  voted 
br  it.  Bvery  President  has  given  it  bis  eanction :  Wash- 
^■SlMi*  J.  Adams,  iefisrson,  Madison,  Monroe,  J.  Q. 
AdiniB,  Jackson*— for  the  latter,  in  one  of  his  messageaaaid 
K  would  condescend  to  writa  a  charter,  if  Congress  would 
^Moly  auk  bun  to  do  so:  every  President,  save  Martin 
^  Bqicb  ;  aad  even  he  signed  a  memorial  to  have  a 
mchwtabliahed  at  Albany.  The  man  who  would  raise 
«b  «oiee  against  this  overwhelming  anthorii^,  I  would  res- 
jMctmere  for  his  pertinacity  and  Curacy  of  opinion  than 
**  his  dispasiionato  judgment. 

Wears  told  by  metaphysiciftns  that  nothing  is  so  difiiouh 
^  propaas  self-evident  propositbns.  And  I  regard  the  light 
of  ^OBgnss  to  cataUish  a  bank  as  bMng  so  decidedly  clear 
ti  to  remove  all  neeeasiiy  for  other  argument  on  that  aubject. 

The  President  eays  that  against  a  United  Statee  bank 
jheientimsnia  of  the  people  are  <« deliberately  find.''  How 
doM  be  know  that  ?  What  spirit  of  divination  does  he  pos- 
"^  to  know  whether  the  people  always  think  with  him  ? 


He  has  changed  againat  the  pet  bank  aystom ;  he  was  for 
it  three  mon^s  ago;  his  meesage  contains hia  palinodiak 
May  not  the  people,  who  changed  against  the  bank  in  hopra 
of  bettering  their  condition,  change  for  it  now,  to  bring 
themselves  where  they  were,  rather  than  be  beggared  and 
miserable  ?  If  they  ahonld  be  convinced  that  it  will  improve 
their  present  distressed  situation,  they  will  very  quickly 
change.  Self-interest  is  a  powerlol  lever;  aad  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  friends,  by  their  acta,  have  induced  the  people 
to  look  to  it.  The  people  will  not  min  theraselvee  because 
Mr.  Van  Bnien  has  held  out  folae  hopes,  foke  lights,  by 
which  they  have  bean  wrecked  ;  they  will  come  back,  and 
denounce  and  quit  aH  crude  expertmento. 

But  when  the  committee  ef  New  York  mcrefaante  toM 
Mr.  Van  Buran  of  the-  dreadful  distress  in  that  city,  he  did 
not  believe  it ;  be  thought  it  all  panic  The  recent  deo- 
tiena  enght  to  be  a  gentle  warning.  Butno  man  ia  sobQuI 
as  he  who  will  not  see ;  and  I  am  half  disposed  to  believe 
that  some  pohticiaae  do  not  yet  hnow  that  the  gold  axperi- 
ment  has  failed. 

The  eapedieney  of  a  bank  presenta  a  very  difiennt  prop- 
osition. 

We  can  often,  Mr.  Chairman,  look  into  the  future  by 
the  ligbta  of  the  past.  Aad  the  past  famiahea  to  my  mind 
the  moat  conclusive  evidenoa  that  a  United  States  hank  is 
highly,  ahnoat  indispensably,  neeeasary  to  promete  the 
napkl  and  uniform  prosperity  of  the  nattan.  Without 
mooey,  no  business  can  prosper ;  and  withont  a  oevMttibfo 
currency,  and  a  nsar  uniformity  of  exchan^esi  the  preeper- 
ity  of  all  busineaB  is  in  a  great  degree  pandyaed.  Whilst 
the  inequality  of  exchanges  in  a  depraeiatad  currency  will 
aacuie  wealth  to  the  broken  and  money,  eaohan^ars,  in  the 
same  degrse  will  it  diminish  the  profita  of  the  formar  and 
^  mechanic,  of  the  menshant  and  the  aHin  of  useful  en- 
tarpriae. 

Whenever  we.hava  had  a  United  Statea  baidct  we  have 
had  everywhere  a  oonvettihie,  radeemable  cnnency,^  by 
wdiioh  the  value  of  propeity  cmild.  be  clearly  aMunated; 
whenever  we  liave  not  had  a  banhof  the  United  Utateti^  wn 
have  had  a  stoppage  of  apecie  paymenta,  distrasi^  and  in- 
dividual mitt,  if -we  are  to  judge  of  effiieu  by»csiiBes,  what 
can  be  more  convincing  and  conciusivet  When  the  Bank 
af  the  United  Statea  waa  in  existenee,  oxcbangeafram  Nenr 
Orleans  to  New  York  were  never  nwre  than  one  per  oen4.; 
ofian  at  per;  and  sonietuneB^  fnom  one  city  to  the  ether, 
above  par.  There  was  then  but  a  reaaonaUe  and  nsefol 
number  of  State  banks. 

How  are  the  exchanges  now  1  We  can  aomethnes  judge 
of  great  things  by  smalL  A  friend  sent  me  a  hnndrad  d^ 
lar  note,  a  few  days  ago,  on  a  bank  in  Florida,  which  he 
had  been  trying  to  peas  oS,  but  could  not  I  went  to  a 
broker,  and  he  offered  me  seventy ^five  dollars  in  Dialriot 
paper  for  the  bundrad  dollars  on  the  Florida  baak.  I  of- 
fered him  the  note  for  eighty-five  dollars,  and  he  rcfuaed  it. 
I  called  on  the  delegate  from  Florida,  to  know  whether  the 
bank  was  good.  He  informed  me  theit  it  was  perfediy  eoi- 
vent,  and  as  sound  as  any  bank  in  the  worid ;  that  ita  pi^ 
per  paaaed  freely  in  Florida*  Then,  a  man  who  ofwes  a 
debt  of  seventy-five  dollars  in  tins  city,  who  msy  reside  in 
Florida,  will  have  to  pay  one  hundred  doUan  in  paper, 
which  he  takea  at  par  at  home,  to  liquidate  his  liability  in 
this  dty.  Such  is  the  discount,  at  but  one-half  of  the  er- 
tent  of  our  nation.  If  my  mind  had  ever  doubted  on  the 
subject  of  the  expediency  of  a  United  States  bank,  this  sin- 
gls  circumstance  would  have  removed  overy  doubt.  The 
Government  has  disconnected  itself  from  the  curesncy,  and 
all  things  are  in  oonfuaion,  and  I  fear  will  remain  so  until 
we  have,  what  waa  appropriately  called  yesterday,  by  my 
eloquent  friend, frem. New  Yoric,  [Mr.  Horrxiir,}  the  bal- 
ance wheel  of  a  United  Statea  bank.  I  have  travelled  aU 
most  in  every  part  of  the  Union  with  United  States  Bank 
paper,  and  never  met  with  nn  individual  in  my  life  who  did 
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not  prefer  receiving  it  U>  specio.  But  the  condition  of  our 
exchanges  baa  bean  enlarged  upon  by  aeveral  gentUinen, 
and  with  great  force  by  the  able  ntembor  who  prmseded  me ; 
and  I  will  not  consume  tbe  time  of  the  committee  on  that 
branch  of  the  subject. 

I  bad  intended  to  ofiar  some  consideraliona  upon,  first, 
tbe  right  of  tbe  Goremment  to  create  and  eetablisb  a  good 
and  sound  cttrVency  for  the  people,  and  a  aafe  and  salutary 
mode  of  exchange ;  and,  secondly,  tbe  duty  of  tbe  Federal 
Government  to  exeicise  that  power :  but  I  have  been  anti- 
cipated by  the  able  member  from  Winchester,  [Mr.  Ma- 
s'>K,]  who  made  an  argument  upon  this  subject,  dear  and 
lucid ;  one  which  has  been  unanswered,  because  it  is  un- 
answerable. He  showed  the  evils  which  woukl  be  inflict- 
ed on  the  people  by  establishing  one  currency  for  the  Gov- 
ernment and  another  for  the  people.  He  proved  tbe  close 
affinity  of  both,  and  their  relative  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties. I  will  only  ask,  in  addition,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if 
the  Government  will  not  exercise  any  control  over,  and 
feel  no  obligation  to  regulate,  the  currency  and  the  moiium 
of  exchanges,  for  what  purpose  was  this  federal  alliance 
formed  1  Why  was  it  that  the  States  gavo  up  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  tlie  whole  control  over  commerce^  if  that 
Government  will  not  adopt  means  for  carrying  on  that 
commerce  with  a  currency  uniform,  or  as  nearly  so  as  hu- 
man wisdom  can  devise  1  Why  have  they  made  the  saeri- 
fioe  of  so  laige  and  surrender  of  so  great  a  portion  of  their 
sovereignty,  as  to  be  denied  the  right  to  regufaite  commerce 
between  neighboring  States  and  foreign  nations,  if  the  Gen- 
eral Government  will  take  no  step  to  promote  this  inter- 
change 1  What  other  consideration  could  they  receive  for 
this  immense  surrender  of  State  sovereignty,  but  that  the 
Government  would  oxtend  its  paternal  care  to  effect  a  good 
currency  and  safe  and  easy  exchanges  t  But  the  Presi- 
dent, with  a  profound  ignorance  of  both  the  spirit  and  the 
intention  of  tbe  constitution,  has  told  us  that  the  people 
might  as  well  expect  the  Government  to  aid  in  the  trans- 
portation of  their  merchandise,  as  to  cause  or  establish  a 
gor**  syitem  of  exehanges.  It  is  the  first  time  that  an 
American  President  has  uttered  such  a  sentiment  of  disre- 
gard to  an  injured  people ;  and  I  trust  that  their  indigna- 
tion will  make  it  the  last.  If  this  is  to  be  the  established 
doctrine  and  policy  of  the  Government,  each  State  will,  or 
might  as  well,  stand  in  the  rslation  of  separate  and  distinct 
nationa ;  for  each  will  bear  the  same  relation  to  the  other, 
so  lar  as  currency  is  concerned,  as  Canada  does  to  the 
United  States,  or  the  diflerent  nations  of  Europe  do  to 
each  other.  And  the  quicker  they  reaasume  the  power 
over  commerce,  the  better  will  it  be  for  their  interest  and 
happiness. 

The  miserable  bunglers  of  the  Executive,  who  have  at- 
tempted to  regulate  and  improve  the  currency,  have  net 
yet  discovered  that  they  are  totally  ignorant  of  the  subject, 
and  have  failed  in  their  experiments ;  and  even  now  foci 
disposed,  like  a  bewildered  pilot,  to  let  the  ship  of  State 
float  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  the  waves,  in  hopes 
of  reaching  a  safe  point  which  their  pretended  skill  could 
not  attain,  or  leap  into  tbe  long-boat,  and  desert  tbe  crew. 

The  President,  after  writing  us  a  long  message  contain- 
ing many  maxims  of  sound  policy,  many  long  sentences 
of  sophisms,  ranch  plausibility,  and  more  bad  reasoning, 
finally  hands  us  over,  by  way  of  recommendation,  to  his 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  details  of  bis  new 
schemes  and  untried  experiment.  I  will  use  this  occasion 
to  express  my  utter  abhorrence  of  the  long  essays  which 
are  annually  given  by  our  Executive  to  the  representatives 
of  the  people  and  the  Stales.  The  Executive  seems  to 
think  it  his  duty  to  send  us  a  long  lecture  upon  our  |>ubllc 
duties,  and  assumes  as  much  importance  as  if  he  were  a 
professor  lecturing  a  class  of  sophomores  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  philosophy,  and  schooling  us  in  the  lino  of  our 
duty. 


The  King  (or  now  tbe  Queen)  of  England  sod  the  iuif 
of  France  send  their  measages  or  speeches  to  tbe  Pidii' 
ment  or  the  Chamber  of  Depntiea,  of  about  a  sBtn's  k^k, 
simply  saying  that  the  nation  is  at  peace  with  tbs  vodi^ 
the  King  is  thankful  §ot  tbe  aupplies  granted,  and  ibtht 
will  take  pleasare  in  carrying  out  such  msasoraaitki 
Parliament  or  Chambers  may  think  proper  to  ptooMto  fti 
interest  of  the  nation.     If  either  the  Kmg  of  SngliBic 
the  King  of  France  were  to  threaten  a  veto,  notfasrwinti 
hold  bis  crown  a  month,  if  he  would  escape  with  hit  Imi 
T  think  it  ought  to  be  an  impeachable  ofl^oe  for  idj  n- 
ecutive  officer  of  Government  te  send  a  msanft  oroa» 
municatien  to  Congress  longer  than  a  cohma  of  to  oidk 
nary  newspaper,  unless,  afker  that  space,  stiiisliii  ^ 
tabular  exhibits  should  require  more.  i 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  haa  sent  us  a  ^rahm^ 
eigbty-eight  large  pages,  laying  off  bis  mbjod,  likt  lit: 
monster  in  grpve  history,  into   '« seven  besdi  and' 
horns."    I  have  read  it  by  candlelight  and  by  daylii 
and  in  groping  thioogh  it  for  a  clear  idea,  I  eooUl  Mil 
one  I    Now  and  then  yon  will  find  a  b^ggailj  thai 
enshrouded  In  a  whole  miat  and  cloud  of  words.   Bit  I 
thoughts  and  ideas  are  like  the  arte  of  the  cntli»'f 
which,  naturalists  inform  us,  when  pursued,  thram 
as  quick  as  magic,  a  dark  liquid  which  embsmMi 
bewilders  its  pursuers,  whilst  it  escapes  from 
its  own  self-created  darkness.     You  pursue  bill 
but  in  the  pursuit  you  are  lefi  in  darkness.  If  the  1 
of  the  Treasury  is  a  man  of  delicate  and  refined  Mk 
would  not  have  sufiered  the  perturbation  of  mindwluebj 
must  have  endured,  whilst  he  waa  thinking  of  and  vr'^ 
that  report,  for  all  the  public  money  which  he  bai 
for  the  last  four  years.  I  oould  never  fully  realiw  to  b;  i 
tbe  description  which  Milum  has  given  of  one  of  hiil 
roes,  vrho  was  confused  and  diaappointed,  until  I  ntit 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  report.     Milton 
personage  who  attempted  a  great  reform— not, 
currency,  but  in  civil  government— (and  hi ^aotiof  I 
ton  I  do  not  vriah  to  interfore  with  the  criticinM  <f 
eloquent  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Homiix,]  ai^J 
no  less  able  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Picu 
who  have  rendered  him,  by  their  able  review,  if  j 
questionable  authority.)    This  reformer  nasi" 
as  the  Secretary  has  been,  and  waa  bumbled  froD  Iw) 
estate ;  and  '*  nine  times  the  space  which  uicsidri 
and  night  to  mortal  man,"  he  lay  *<  counfonnded,  ' 
immoitel."    And  if  that  immortal  personage  coald  ootl 
cover  his  faculties  for  nine  days,  amidst  the  niin  ^ 
him,  why  should  we  be  surprised  that  it  shook!  Hke 
Woodbury,  who  is  only  mortal,  nine  tiroes  nine  ' ' 
regain  bis,  amid  the  distress  and  ruin  whidi  he  li«< 
ted  ?     In  good  sooth,  I  have  no  doubt  that  hewui 
founded  whilst  writing.     Indeed,  I  am  ealisfied  iMj 
bad  not  regained  any  of  his  fncultie*,  save  his   ' 
assurance,"  when  he  asked  Congiess  to  give  biio 
powers,  and  to  make  him,  according  tohis  will  end 
ment,  the  sole  receiver  and  di»buriier  of  the  pul»e 
i^eys. 

And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  claim  the  kind  •« 
tion  of  the  committee  whilst  I  say  a  few  wonli*  in  nl'' 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  bill  ondfr 
sideration  granting  it  additional  (I  might  say  vniir 
powers.  I  feel  conscious,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
may  say  can  have  but  little  weight  in  this  Hoomot*^ 
tbe  nation ;  but  I  should  be  happy  if  I  could  (itt»  o.**' 
that  any  thought  which  I  may  express  would  »*'^** 
flection  in  the  mind  of  any  member  of  this  Hoois,  ^^ 
citizen  not  a  member.  The  day  was,  Mr.  Cli««** 
when  a  public  officer  thonght  himself  an  officer  ef  the  c«J 
try  and  responsible  to  the  laws.  Things  ^^.^'^Sj 
Now,  every  officer,  however  important  or  iB*V*"*?~J 
considers  himself  an  executive  officer,  and  rssponew 
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ki  ExecQiivv.  This  modem  doctriae  hsi  obtained,  and 
IhcAm  (  mait  coaeider  the  bill  in  leletioo  to  modern 
MgB  ind  oenstnietion.  Still,  I  will  offer  my  proteet 
paui  the  eooitraeiion.  It  mif  ht  be  mora  cnrioui  than 
iiAible  to  aecoont  for  thi«  transition  of  cuttom  and  eon- 
inetba.  Parbapa  it  may  be  foaod  in  the  fact,  that,  aa 
haflnl  Jickion  had  overwhelminf  popularity,  and  re- 
inieil  moit  liberally  bis  partiaan  Menda,  each  who  felt 
niow  to  be  promoted  tbonght  that,  by  pladng  himaelf 
llir  the  exeeative  wing  and  will,  lie  would  sooner  be  re- 
wdal  for  hit  servility  ;  and  Congress,  under  the  seal  of 
Irty  feeKiig,  thought  that  their  friend  and  chief  could  not 
iTMhitthe  Preaident  «« could  do  no  wrong*' — and  there- 
bi  Mquifseed.  Whilst  I  know  this  to  be  the  preveiling 
Mrtnietion  in  this  House  and  out  af  it,  still  I  will  Tentura, 
Mipt  with  temerity,  to  express  my  disagreement. 
^TIm  SeoeUry  of  the  Traesury  Is  an  officer  not  known 
llbe  eoostitation.  Then,  under  the  eonatitution  he  can 
DO  powera.  He  haa  been  eraated  by  law,  and  to 
hw  bs  should  look  lor  not  only  bia  eiiatenoe  aa  an  of- 
of  GeTerament,  bnt  for  the  powera  and  dutiee  which 
bMD  aangned  to  him.  And  he  should  look  to  all 
hwa  (tad  not  to  the  Executive)  which  assign  him  du- 
J  for  die  quantity  and  diacretion  of  duty  which  may  be 
■^Md  npon  him  to  dieeharge.  He  Is  not  to  look  to  the 
punting  power  for  bis  authority  of  -action,  but  to  the 
power.  The  law  bringa  him  Into  being,  and  the 
ilooe  rigbtfuily  preseribea  hie  power  of  action.  The 
'f9  might  have  exeieised  the  constitutional  negative 
tine  of  bis  creation ;  but  it  give  its  sanction  to  the 
ind  in  that  sanction  it  yielded  its  acquiescence  to  all 
powers  of  the  Secretary  of  th«  Treasury  which  run 
uhI  ire  eontsined  in  the  law  of  hie  creation,  and  to 
aibieqaent  laws  which  enlarge  or  restrain  bia  sphera  of 
A  question  of  great  interest  might  here  naturally 
whether  the  powers  granted  by  the  constitution  and 
pinted  by  the  laws  shcnild  be  decided  by  a  common 
^  inlsrpretation.  I  have  not  the  time  now,  if  I  pos- 
'  At  ability,  to  make  an  argument  upon  the  true  rulea 
fMknction  uf  both  the  eonatitution  and  the  laws.  I 
MDtflot  myself  for  the  praaeni  by  quoting  a  rule  laid 
bj  Mr*  Madison,  in  a  letter  te  Mr.  Ingeraoll,  in  1881. 
ttmlitvtion,  (sa3re  Mr.  Madison,)  being  derived  from 
authority,  [to  the  laws,]  is  to  be  expounded  and 
not  controlled  or  varied,  ly  the  subordinate  au- 
^f  of  a  legislature.  A  law,  on  the  other  hand,  resting 
higtier  authority  than  that  ^oesessed  by  every  sue- 
bgiolatnre,  its  expediency  ai  well  as  its  meaning  fa 
Ibe  scope  of  the  latter."  If  thia  rule  is  correct,  the 
of  the  Treasury  should  direct  his  eye  to  Congress 
diiebarge  of  his  official  duties,  and  not  make  bim- 
M  he  has  made  himself  or  allowed  himself  to  be  made, 
npple  tnstranient  in  the  executive  hands. 

who  urge  that  the  Preaident  haa  entire  control 
tbo  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  because  ho  has  the 
under  the  constitution  to  uotiinate  to  office,  run  in- 
vr;  and,  in  order  to  make  their  construction  more 
^  iieume  (what  is  not  the  fact)  that  the  Secretary 
i&oie  lubordinate  auxiliary  offi^r  of  the  Executive  do- 
t ;  that  the  Presiderit  is  not  only  responsible  for  his 
*cli»  bat  is  responsible  for  the  acts  ot  all  officers  of 
nt  whom  he  may  nomintte;  and  being  responsi- 
I^J  nnriiitain,  for  the  acts  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
,  he  has  a  right  to  ^ntrol  the  actions  of  the  Sec- 
ond to  asBuine,  in  the  Secletary's  atead,  the  entire 
ihihty  of  the  Secretary's  »ts.  Tlie  President,  I 
conceive,  haa  the  mere  r|^ht  to  nominate  (or  be 
"^Hpend)  a  person  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office 
i^°y^ry  of  the  Treasury ;  the  Senate,  a  co-ordinate 
pM  of  the  Eiecutive,  ^tioaif  the  appointing  power,  have 
■npt  to  confirm  or  to  reject  the  nominee.  This  gives  no 
P'^cr  te  either  to  control  the  action  of  the  Secretary.    But 


it  is  the  law  that  throwa  dignity  and  dutiea  around  the  Sec- 
retary, and  the  law  aaeigns  his  powers  and  his  obligations. 
For  the  fidelity  of  discharging  bia  duties,  he  becomes  re- 
sponsible neither  to  the  nominating  nor  the  appointing 
power,  but  he  becomes  only  responsible  himself  to  the  law ; 
and  for  an  infraction  of  the  law  or  malfeaaance  in  office  he 
is  amenable  to  the  law,  and  answerable  before  tribnnala  ad- 
equata  to  pronounce  deciaion  of  acquittal  or  eondenination 
for  all  of  his  official  acts.  The  President  msy  nominate-*' 
Congreas  can  abolish.  If  the  modem  doctrine  is  correct, 
as  baa  been  aasumcd,  that  the  right  of  the  President  to 
nominate  to  office  canies  with  it  a  right  to  control  the  acta 
of  a  Secretary,  then  the  President,  who  baa  legialative  pow- 
er as  well  as  executive  duties  to  perform,  (for  no  law  can 
be  passed  without  the  signatura  of  the  President,)  can,  by 
a  perity  of  reasoning,  not  only  intorprat  and  control,  and 
arreat  the  operation  of  Ibe  law  which  he  ham  aigned,  (aa  baa 
been  done,)  but  he  can  eet  the  constitution  at  defiaaoe,  and 
find  his  justification,  nut  in  tlie  aanetiona  of  that  instrument, 
or  in  the  written  law  of  the  land,  but  by  aaauming  the  re- 
sponsibility of  outraging  both  seek  bis  justification  in 
making  aif  appeal,  not  to  the  trilmnala  of  the  country,  hot 
to  the  American  people,  to  oountanance  his  attack  upon  the 
institutions  of  the  country,  upon  the  co-etdinata  depart- 
mento  of  Qovemment— for  assuming  sole  executive  and  le<> 
gialative  power— >and  for  arrogating  uncontrolled  power 
over  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  cnrrency  and 
money  or>the  Government.  Wh«i  the  repreoentalivea  of 
the  people  of  the  aeveral  Statea  framed  the  constitution,  tliey 
assigned  the  President  his  duties,  and  required  him,  in  the 
discharge  of  those  official  duties^  to  make  hie  conduct  quad- 
rate with  that  inatrument;  nowher^  recognising  his  right 
to  control  a  public  officer  in  the  discharge  of  hie  legal  du- 
ties ;  nowhere  recognising  his  right,  in  justification  of  an 
infractiott  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  to  appeal  lo  tlie 
people,  in  order  to  gain  their  sympathy  or  eontampt,  their 
forgiveness  or  their  censure.  Every  usurper  appeals  to  the 
people ;  Cmmr  appealed  to  the  people ;  ao  did  CromweU 
aud  Bonaparte ;  all  deceived  the  confidence  of  the  people^ 
and  each  trampled  upon  their  liberties.  A  eandidata  for  of- 
fice may  appeal  to  the  people— a  public  oflker  ahould  ap- 
peal to  the  law ;  and  if  the  law  will  not  suit  the  people,  they 
can  order  tiieir  representatives  to  alter  it  Whether  these 
views  are  correct  or  not,  they  era  still  the  senti»ento  I  ei»- 
tartain ;  and,  holding  them,  I  am  free  to  give  tliem  utter- 
ance ;  for  I  believe  this  to  be  a  time  when  every  repreaent- 
ative  el  the  people  ahould  think  audibly. 

The  law  of  September  II,  1799,  entitled  •<  An  act  to 
establish  the  Treasury  Department,"  declares,  in  the  first 
section, 

•«Tbat  there  shall  be  a  Department  of  the  Treasury,  a 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  Comptroller,  an  Auditor,  a 
Treasurer,  a  Register,"  dec. 

"Sec.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  lo  su- 
perintend the  adjastment  and  preservation  ef  the  public  ac- 
counts ;  to  examine  all  accounts  settled  by  the  Auditor, 
and  certify  the  belanees  ariaing  thereon  to  the  Kegit ter ; 
to  countersign  all  warranto  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  wliich  shall  be  warranted  by  law ;  to  report  to 
the  Secretary  the  official  forma  of  all  papers  to  be  issued 
In  the  di/Terent  ofilces  for  collecting  the  public  revenue, 
and  the  manner  and  form  of  keeping  and  stating  the  ao- 
counts  of  the  several  perMns  employed  therein.  Ho  shall* 
moreover,  provide  for  the  regular  and  punctual  payment  of 
all  moneys  which  may  be  collected,''  dtc. 

«  Sec  4.  That  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  Treasurer  to 
receive  and  keep  the  mano>'s  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
disburse  the  same  upon  warranto  dmwn  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  eoimtersigned  by  the  Comptroller,  record- 
ed by  the  Register,  and  not  otherwiae.  He  shall  take  re- 
eeipto  for  all  moneys  paid  by  bim^  and  all  receipta  for  mon- 
eys received  by  him  shall  be  endorsed  upon  warranto  signed 
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by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treuury ;  withovt  which  wamreiit, 
no  signed,  no  edKnowledgment  of  money  reeetved  into 
the  public  Treasnnr  shall  be  valid.  And  the  said  Treii»- 
tirer  shall  render  his  aeeount  to  the  CempirDller  qaarteriy, 
(or  oftener,  if  repaired,)  ami  shsU  transmit  a  copy  thereof 
when  settled,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Ho  shall, 
moreover,  on  the  third  day  of  every  session  of  Congress, 
lay  before  the  Senate  and  Hoose  of  Repiesentativea  lair 
and  aoearate  copies  of  all  accoants  by  him,  from  time  to 
time,  rendered  to  and  settled  with  the  Comptroller,  as 
aforesaid ;  as  also  a  tr«e  and  perfect  aoeoiuit  of  the  state 
of  the  Treasury.  -  He  shall  at  all  times  submit  to  the  8e^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Comptroller,  or  either  of 
them,  the  inspection  of  the  moneys  in  hie  hands ;  and 
shall,  prior  to  the  entering  upon  the  duties  of  haa  office^ 
give  bond,  with  suAoient  security,  to  be  approved  by  the 
becretary  of  the  Tmaaury  and  Comptroller,  io  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifi^  thoumml  dollars^  payable  to  the 
United  States,  with  condition  lor  the  faithful  perfovmanoe 
otf  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  far  the  fidelity  of  the  per- 
sons to  be  by  him  employed ;  which  bond  shall  be  lodged 
in  the  office  of  the  ComptraUor  of  the  Treaaury  of  the 
United  States.'' 

Section  5  aseigns  the  dutiee  of  the  Auditor. 

Section  6,  of  the  Registor. 

«*  Sec.  8.  That  no  pereon  appointed  to  any  office  insli* 
iated  by  this  act  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  concerned 
or  interested  in  carrying  on  Uie  businesa  ol  tnde  or  com*- 
merce ;  or  be  owner,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  mny  aea  vea- 
eel ;  or  purchasoi  ^  himself,  or  another  in  tniM  for  him, 
any  public  tends  or  other  public  property ;  or  be  concern- 
ed in  the  pordtase  or  disposal  of  any  public  securities  of 
any  State  or  of  the  United  States;  or  take  or  apply  to  bis 
own  use  any  emolnnient  or  gain  for  ndgotiating  or  trana- 
acttng  any  business  with  the  aaid  Department,  other  than 
ehall  be  allowed,  by  law.  And  if  any  person  shall  offend 
against  any  of  the  prohibitions  of  this  act,  lie  ehall  be 
deemed  gmlty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor,  and  fon- 
Mt  to  ttm  United  States  the  penalty  of  three  thousand  dol* 
lars ;  and  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  removed  from  office, 
smd  forever  thereafter  bo  incapable  of  holding  any  office 
under  the  United  States,"  &c. 

In  1 8 IT,  March  21,  four  Auditors  were  created,  and  one 
Comptrattsr,  additional ;  but  the  restraints  upon  each  offiiaer 
are  as  great  as  in  the  law  of  I7t8. 

I  cannot,  Mr.  Chairman,  but  pause  here  ion  a  moment 
%A  admire  the  great  wisdom  and  ibfesighi  of  the  wme 
ffameni  of  these  statutes  in  guarding  the  public  moneys 
of  the  people,  by  the  variety  of  officers  which  they  have 
created  to  bo  guards  and  checks  upon  each  other.  They 
linew  the  frsjhy  of  human  natem,  and  ite  impotency  to 
resist  (he  sed active  inilnonoe  of  temptalion.  By  these 
statutes,  wo  find  that  even  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
could  not  tonch  one  dollar  of  the  public  money ;  that  he 
had  as  littte  control  over  it  as  any  other  officer  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

By  thecitracta  of  the  statutes  which  I  have  read,  it  will 
Iw  perceived  that  the  same  law  which  created  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  created  co-ordinate,  and  I  maintain  co- 
equal, officers  of  tlMt  Department,  who  are  as  independ- 
ent of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  they  are  independ- 
ent of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  who  are  as  independent  ^ 
the  Presidont  as  they  are  independent  of  each  other.  They 
are  not  to  look  to  any  power  but  the  law,  and  that  they 
ere  to  obey.  The  Treasurer  is  required  to  give  a  large 
bond.  To  whom  ?  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ?  No, 
eir,  to  the  nation.  Then  he  is  responsibte  to  the  nation, 
and  not  to  the  Secretary.  The  co-ordinate  officeri^  tbo 
Oomptrollera,  the  Auditors,  the  Treasurer,  and  th^  Regia- 
ter,  hold  no  responsibilHy  to  the  Secretary  ;  Congrssa  have 
appointed  them  guarda  upon  the  public  money  and  upon 
the  Sef*retiiry  of  the  Trcanary;  and  I  fondly  hope  that  ' 


they  will  so  regard  Ihemerfvea.  Rmnar  has  neehad  ly 
ear,  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind,  that  some  oAceni  \tm 
been  eonsideMd  too  hpnsstly  ft  tthfnl  to  the  law,  and  awrii 
not  bend  to  advioe  from  a  particular  direoiisn.  It  wil  li 
underatood  where  I  wish  it  to  be,  when  I  s^  to  thaa,  li 
firm  and  faithful  to  tire  Uw  and  yonr  dnty..  I  wittsif  « 
those  officcre  in  WasUington  and  out  of  it,  whether  I  kasa 
tiiem  Of  not,  whether  tbey  are  Cenoervalivea,  Whig^^ 
Van  Buren  men,  as  Inng  as  they  am  teithful  te  the  hni 
and  firmly  resolved  to  do  their  duty,  I  beg  tbam  teesmiil 
me  aa  their  friend.  JLet  them  do  their  dnty  to  the  psifl 
and  the  lasva,  and,  if  iwreecotion  ahonld  aaaai!  tham,  ItNj 
not  how  dark  the  elon^,  how  fiwrful  the  storm,  aa  kag  ij 
I  have  n  place  on  thin  floor  I  will  ratse  my  hunbla  ni^ 
in  their  defence. 

But,  to  exnmine  for  a  monwnt  the  biH  on  yarn 
What  dons  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Meana  prepssil 
that  bill !     In  a  bill  of  ten  tittle  seetiona,  to  blot  eutf 
yonr  statute  book  all  the  many  lawa  which  czaatad, 
Iated,  restricted,  and  reetrnined  the  SacMtary  of  the 
suiy ;  and  to  destroy  the  enaotaento  of  oor  fiNdsil 
which  so  cautiously  guarded  the  publio  moneys  of  t|j 
people.     To  destroy  the  power,  or  to  swrrender  it,  ef  ^ 
CoBgress  of  the  Unitad  States  over  the  in«ennes  of  ibr  i 
tion»  and  to  place  it  nil  in  the  handi  nnd  under  the 
of  the  Secretary  of  toe  Treasury.     Tins  is  not  all ; 
proposes  more :  it  proposee  to  gire  to  the  Secretsry, 
and  alonok  not  only  ]Bi9wer  over  the  nieitey  of  tlie 
but  it  also  ittveate  him  with  tegialative  poweia.    It 
peee^  in  the  very  fint  section,  after  saying  thai  <*  thai 
tectora  of  the  customs,"   '*  peatmaatei^"  ^c., 
«  reoeivere*'  and  *'  fiscal  agents^"  that  they  ahall 
ernad.  *<by  any  regnlation  of  the  Treaaniy 
**  which,  in  ite  wisdom,  it  may  think  nunresary,**  Ac. 
the  fourth  aestien,  after  saying  that  the  receiving 
the  revennee  "may  be  allowed  any  nsceaaaiy 
•spenees  for  clerks  fini-piooi  cheste  or  vaults,  (as 
keeper  of  thn  key  of  a  vault  could  not  have  the  um 
a^sceas  to  it  as  he  wonlcl  have  to  his  own  privato 
or  other  neceasary  expensos  of  aa^kenpiniu  ti 
and  disbursing  said  moneys ;  aU  aueh  ejEpanaes,  4^  i 
character,  to  he  first  expressly  authoriaed  by  the 
of  the  Treaaury,  whoae  direction  upon  all  tbo  nba« 
jects,  by  way  of  regulafaon  and  otherwise,  sm  to  be 
followed  l^  all  the  said  officen." 

In  the  fifth  eection,  he  has  the  power  **  to  appoint 
cial  agents,  as  ocoaaion  may  reqnire,  with  auch 
compensation  as  he  may  allow;"  "and  reporta  nre 
made  in  all  caaea,  aa  the  Secretary  in  his  diaeration 
direct/' 

I  ask  any  candid  mittd  if  it  is  in  tbo  power  of.  li 
to  give  more  ehsolnto  and  unqualified  power  over 
money  of  the  natten,  and  over  every  ofiiicer  who  ia  te^ 
ceive  or  pay  it«  than  ia  givnn  by  this  bill  to  iho 
of  the  Treasury  1  Can  such  a  measure  over  reoairel| 
sanction  of  a  niajerity/of  the  repriseAtattves  of  fifiwil 
That  such  •  bill  ahouU  be  leoeived  in  this  Uouae^  i^h 
exciting  the  strongest  ftelings  of  indignation,  aurpnsesfl 
That  this  House  should  patiently  allow  any  committm 
ask  them,  withont  prompt  resentment,  to  auireoder  m 
rights,  and  the  righte  of  those  whom  they  represent,  m 
the  hands  of  one  single  iodividnal,  exeitee  my  diatrusi  I 
the  spirit  of  ite  independence.  Even  the  etevtsh  mcnAi 
of  a  Turkish  divan  wcmkl  rebel  against  such  a  in<asai 
If  the  repreaentatives  of  the  people  abandon  their  intenil 
on  this  floor,  I  have  greatly  mistaken  the  genins  and  d4 
acter  of  my  countiymen,  if  they  will  not  quickly  abandq 
them.  I  use  this  language  in  no  spirit  of  censure  or  thmi 
but  in  prophecy. 

We  have  wandered  l«yond  our  rechoning;  weharebre 
floating  ill  an  unknown  sea  !  and  oor  pilote  are  ignoraat « 
the  seas,  the  winds,  amd  the  stars.  This  they  have  prarrd 
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tetniflibeyeaii  on  w  la  tmst  to  Ibein,  although  ihoy 
faiM  raa  OS  agiMnd ;  -they  promioo  to  mn  on  anothor 
Ink,  mi  My  Uwy  ow  «oc«pe  tkm  neh  and  breakoM. 
TJusgran  ia  a  fof^  hot  are  rtill  datorminad  to  rah  sack* 
lanly  si^  iatfaad  of  astog  tbo  anchov,  and  run  thf  ihip  of 
Mr  1h^  fcaoir  not  mhoae. 

It  it  a  good,  a  lafe  BBazin  with  <hc  iaefidiaDhh--I  hope 
ud  tmt  il  wUl  beeome  the  manim  of  the  fannori  and  the 
to  iniat  tbooe  tince,  who  have  deceived 
I  vaf  in  the  panic  aeaaion  of  the  twenty* 
CMgren^  one  of  the  yoangeat  (I  know  the  hnmbkal) 
ea  thk  floor.  When  the  lash,  now  all  know  the 
011108%  esperiaMBt  waa  prepoaed«-*alnio«t  the  entifo  £z» 
MBtm  party  predicted  -that  k  waa4be  commencement  of  a 
fpUn  era— that  e«ary  ■nrhanic  would  have  all  hispoeketa 
lied  wkk  fold.  I  ai%ht  read  ezlaaota  from  fifty  apaeohea 
K)  piavodiia  aaaaition,  if  h  wen  nccesaiy.  I  eould  read 
ettraolalroBi  My  apeeehca,  nade  fay  the  opponenln  of  that 
•Mtnia^  to  preeie  that  Ihey  piediated  all  the  dire  effbcts 
wUditliewhole  natien  am  now  gapanhig  under,  if  that 
ikioany  achento  ahotUd  be  adopted.  ; 

Wkat  were  than  pcuoiiaee  on  the  one  aide  hate  proved 
ndioeptife  aa  what  wae^hen  predfetioo  on  the  other  ia 
mm  sad  reality.  If  the  hatf^taired  children,  and  the  hag- 
nl  kwhi  of  theic  minnraWe  mothera  and  agoniied  Itthera, 
iMiek  we  aU  have  left  behind  ua  ka  our  diatrtcta,  be  not 
praef  of  the  Aust,  it  ia  to  be  found  in  the-evidence 
¥  Iks  ftot  that  the  Preaidest  haa  eaovoked  ua  at  thin  ui>- 
and  4Miuaaal  opened.  When  I  aaw  then  around 
e  and  esperienoed,  the  learned  and  practical 
jim,  diaoaaaing  the  whofe  jpolacy  of  our  enrrenoy  and  our 
^•eraoMat,  I  fek  toe  diainiatful  of  my  ability,  though 
1dint  in  roy  judgment,  to  paatidpate  in  that  debate, 
wkaa  I  have  aeea  that  wxpeFiment  fail,  and  the  aame 
vbo  urgad.it  preaa  upon  ua  amnther^-an  experiment 
will  BMke  the  liek^KKir  and  thepoor  miaer* 
4kh— lam  onwiiliMg  to  be  aailent  «oter ;  and,  however  Itmi* 
^  ay  range  cf  Uio«ght  and  ability,  I  am  aiill  reaolved  to 
'^Httke  inmeat  feaiinga  of  my  mind,  if  thia.  apaech  were 
1^  baiay  latt4  J»r  lUffideneein  tkaa  ciiaia  I  do  net  regard  a 


Wkat  ia  tke  chaiantar'aif  our  oHveii^  now  1  what  ia  the 
^hvaeter  of  oar^aJaehangaa  !  what,  let  me  aak  you,  ia  the 
4Mdiiioa  ^  our  poople  !  JtfiaeriMe  b^ond  deacription  at 
ffvtilcL  What  ware  the  people  promiaed,  if  they  would 
9>  i««Mt  (he  Unalad  Siatea  ^ank,  and  go  for  the  hombug 
4>pciiiiient  1  They  wieee  pa omiaetf  all  that  the  imagination 
fooltl  thruar  eat  to  eager  hope.  The  iarmer  waa  told  that 
^  Baak  of  the  Uoised  tttatee  cheeked  hia  eneagiea  and 
^■QMd  a  £uhive  in  hia  wheat  ciapa ;  the  mechanic  waa  told 
^  be  wenid  never  he  a  rich  man  aa  long  aa  there  waa  a 
«Biiad8iatea  Baak ;  the  merchant  was  told  tbatezcbangea 
Voald  be  improved  if  be  wouU  hut  aid  in  deatroying  the 
OiMnter;  the  profraaional  man  waa  led  to  believe  that  he 
«w>U  oever  have  a  patient^  or  a  client,  or  a  marital  rito  to 
'inforu,  if  he  did  not  join  in  a  «ry  against  Nick  Diddle 
tod  tile  bank.  All  were  promieed,  and  too  many  lielievcd, 
Ikat  if  thipy  would  war  againat  the  monater  bank  the  whole 
^wouJd  flow  in  goU  and  ailver ;  that  the  imagination  of 
^  iraveUing  Spaniard  through  South  America  would  be 
^li^ngedfrQai  conceit  to  vivid  and  tongible  reality  ;  that  the 
houies  would  be  covered  with  gold  and  ailver;  that  the 
''w*  would  bear  ambroaial  fruits  of  vegetoble  gold ;  that  the 
*bok  nation  wooU  be  an  £1  Dorado  and  a  apecie  paradiae; 
^  ell  Blight  vohiptuoualy  live  without  working,  and  be 
nch  without  iiiduatry.  Tbia  pieture  waa  delightfiil  to  tke 
■■u^naiion,  and  it  required  the  etorneat  philoaophy  to  re- 
tot  ita  captivating  infiumoe.  For  who,  Mr.  Chairman, 
vodld  kbivr  ibr  wealth,  if  he  can  gain  it  by  idlarieaa  1 

,  The  people  were  promiaed  the  anme  national  and  indi- 
vidaal  bleaaaoga  which  a  notorioua  reformar  in  England 
^DM  Ptomiaad  hia  loUoweia  and  believerB.     He  aaid : 


-"^Thera  ahallbe,  in  England,  aeven  half 'penny  loavea 
aaU  Ibr  a  penny;  the  three-hooped  pot  shall  have  ten 
haopa;  and  I  will  BMke  it  felony  to  drink  email  beer ;  all 
the  foahn  afaall  be  in  common." 

**  Away,  bom  all  the  recorda  of  the  reahn.** 

The  laat  part  of  this  promiae  ia  the  flrat  whieb  haa  been 
kept  The  conetitution  enjoina  upon  each  Houae  of  Oon- 
greea  to  keep  a  journal  of  leeorda.  The  Senate  have  ex- 
punged their  lacord.  I  would  to  Heaven,  for  the  honor 
and  fame  of  the  nation,  that,  after  expunging,  they  had 
bonit  the  reeerd,  ao  that  the  infamy  of  the  act  might  have 
been  conaumed  with  the  record  ! 

Sir,  you  have  falaified  all  your  predictions  and  your 
promises  to  the  people,  and  atill  you  have  the  temerity  to 
aak  them  to  go  with  you  in  another  crude  and  untried  ex- 
periment, which  abowe  upon  ito  face  a  deluaive  hope  and 
a  ruinoua  conaequence.  Sir,  you  claim  to  be  the  poor 
man'a  only  friend,  and  you  have  brought  the  poor  man  to 
poverty  andiuin. 

Yott  aae  oonaulting  your  own  amkitioua  aggrandizement 
at  the  aatpenaa  of  the  nuaory  and  auflering  of  the  peciple^ 
With  •aonacbnaneaa  of  error,  you  atill  pewiat  in  wrong. 
You  flrat  indaoad  the  people  to  wage  with  yon  a  war  upon 
the  United  Statea  Bank,  and  promiaed  them  bettor  tbinga 
and  mora  proaperoua  timea;  yon  have  not  realisad  the 
hopee  you  awakened.  You  now  tell  the  people  to  wage  a 
war  againat  all  bank^-4ind  the  vevy  pets  upon  which  you 
wlied  aa  your  inatcuaaente  to  cflbot  a  better  eorrenoy. 
Yea,  air,  you  have  done  all  thk;  and  now,  by  your  Ex- 
ecutive^a  recommendation,  you  wish  to  create  a  universal 
bankrupt  law.  The  honoaable  eheinnan  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Judiciary  has,  creditobty  to  himself,  and^*!  re- 
turn him  my  acknowledgmenta-^to  the  eommitiee,  in- 
formed you  that  he  ia  not  prepared  at  tbia  time  and  at  tbia 
aeaaion  to  obey  the  executive  will  in  that  request.  Yet 
the  Senato'a  committee  have  reportod  a  bill  .to  annihilato 
the  banks  of  tbia  District-*a  atep,  I  aoppoae,  preperatory 
to  a  general  bankrupt  law. 

[Here  Mr.  Jonxsoar  waa  inibrmed  by  a  voice  from  be- 
hind him  that  the  chairman  of  the  commiitee  of  the  Sen- 
ate [Mr.  Gnonnx]  bad  aaked  leave  that  moruing  in  the 
Senate  to  he  relieved  from  the  conMderation  of  the  erevu- 
tive  requeat,  to  establish  a  general  bankrupt  law  againat 
thekankn.] 

Mr.  J.  aaid,  I  return  my  tbanka  to  the  voice  which  I 
bear,  and  to  the  honorable  member  from  whom  it  proceed- 
ed, for  the  information  which  ho  has  given  me  ;  f  waa  not 
apprised  of  it  before.  1  regard  it  aa  an  omen  of  bettor 
thinga;  I  oongmtolsto  thie  Houae,  I  congratulate  the 
country,  upon  the  iact,  that,  as  pliant  aa  the  Senate  have 
been,  they  have  not  been  ao  reckleaa  of  the  public  inteneat 
aa  to  go  with  the  Srxecutive  In  aH  ito  road  end  violent  pro- 
jeota.  I  have  now,  for  almost  the  flrst  time,  some  hope 
that  theee  ia  a  redeeming  spirit  in  tbia  House,  to  check 
and  oiipose  aome  of  the  crude  and  ruinous  measures  of  the 
Executive; and  1  feel  animated  with  freah  and  enlivening 
aentimenta.  But,  air,  to  resume  the  entangled  thread  of 
my  diaoonrao. 

You  found  it  popular  with  the  public  toate  to  go  against 
the  United  Statea  Bank.  But,  remember,  when  you  got 
the  people  to  go  with  you,  you  promised  a  better  curren- 
cy, and  a  better  system  of  exchanges ;  you  promised  them 
gold  for  bai»k  notes,  and  pro8[)erity  in  their  business  for 
what  you  called  bank  oppression.  The  scheme  took  weH 
aa  the  Start,  but  foiled  in  thoae  reaulta;  and  now,  beeanae 
you  deceived  the  people  once,  you  would  fain  believe  that 
you  can  make  them  think  that  it  is  now  the  State  banks— 
your  pete  that  have  caused  all  this  misery  and  suflering. 
Yoa  are  mally,  now,  attempting  a  bold  experiment  on 
human  credulity.  Sir,  you  seem  to  revel  instead  of  sym- 
pathizing in  the  diatreaaea  of  human  beings :  you  first  de- 
ceive, and  hnpe  to  make  atonenaettt  by  mialeadittg.     You 
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think,  becaaie  yon  got  popolar  feeling  ageinst  the  United 
Stetea  Bank,  you  can  now  direct  it  againat  State  banka, 
againat  all  banka.  If  that  faila,  then  to  direct  it  againat 
all  rich  men,  and  adopt  the  levelling,  the  agrarian  ayatem. 
Sir,  when  I  read,  in  my  early  youth,  Roehefoacault*a 
maxima,  one  (althoagh  he  aeemed  to  ^'underatand  the 
human  heart  aa  though  he  had  made  il*')  I  marked  with 
my  pendl  at  the  time,  aa  wrong  and  impmaible— the  max- 
im where  he  aaya  '*  that  there  ia  aomething  in  the  dia- 
tresaea  o(  oor  friends  which  dors  not  displeaae  ua."  Al- 
though I  read  Dean  Swlft'a  approval  of  it,  who  waa  well 
read  in  the  secret  impulses  of  human  action,  still  I  doubt- 
ed.    He  describee  it  better  in 


"  Aa  RochsftwcauU  h  Is  maxioM  drew 
From  nature,  I  believe  them  mie ; 
This  mAxim,  mure  than  all  ihe  rest, 
Too  base  lis  thoufht  for  human  breast- 
Thau  in  ths  dUtrestu  of  our  frieoda, 
Wtnrtt  consult  our  private  endt ; 
Ana  nature,  kindly  bom  to  ease  us. 
Points  out  9om»  etrmmaitmet  toptsoM  ««.*' 

Sir,  I  begin  to  doulit,  and  am  almoat  inclined  tohelieve* 
that,  in  the  unaophiaticated  thonghu  of  leea  experienced 
life,  I  was  wrong-— when  I  have  aeen  and  witneesed  the 
great  exdtement  which  waa  brought  to  bear  in  the  public 
mind  againat  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Statee,  how 
completely  politicians  succeeded  in  elevating  tbemaelvea, 
by  destroying  that  inatitution ;  although,  in  its  deatraction, 
their  frienda,  aa  well  as  their  opponents,  were  whelmed  in 
the  same  common  diatreas  and  ruin.  Whether  aome  of 
these  same  politietana  have  not  looked  on  the  general  ruin 
and  miaery  with  complacency,  and  at  least  oonaoled  them- 
selves  that,  as  the  first  experiment  acted  politically  (if  not 
financially)  well,  they  oouM  now  turn  the  indignation  of 
the  people  from  themaelvea  against  the  State  banks;  and  if 
that  should  result  as  the  first  experiment  baa  terminated, 
and  the  people  ehould  atill  aufier  distress,  that  they  would 
say  to  them,  to  complete  the  glorious  reform  in  our  cur* 
ren^  and  money  afiairs,  the  people  moat  go  one  atep  fur- 
ther, and  it  will  be  but  one  step,  and  direct  their  indign*- 
tion  againat  every  rich  man;  and  that  there  is  no  freedom 
where  there  ia  not  an  equal  distribution  of  property ;  that, 
to  be  free,  we  muat  have  the  agrarian  looofeoo  fabling  to 
triumph;  that*- 

"  All  the  realm  shall  be  in  common." 

Sir,  every  feeling  of  my  nature  atartles  at  such  a  mon- 
strous doctrine.  The  doctrine  is  avowed  by  few,  but  many 
•re  acting  in  the  way  to  cauae  auch  a  reault.  It  will  fail, 
I  predict.  I  know  it  will  fail.  There  ia  too  much  honor 
and  integrity  in  the  compoaition  of  the  American  character 
ever  to  allow  auch  a  doctrine  to  prevail.  There  ia  too 
much  honeaty  and  worth  with  the  unaapiring  portion  of 
our  farmers  and  mochanica  to  suffer  such  sentiments  to  ob- 
tain a  place  in  any  honest  bosom.  I  believe  that  one-half 
of  those  politiciana  who  talk  ao  much  about  the  poor,  are 
their  wor»t  enemies ;  I  judge  so,  becauae  their  nieaaurea 
are  not  calculated  to  aid,  but  to  oppresa^  the  indigent. 
Profeeaions  of  patriotism  have  become  trite  and  atalei  I 
judge,  and  would  urge  the  whole  nation  to  judge,  of  pub> 
lie  men,  not  by  their  professions,  but  by  their  acta ;  it  ia 
the  aafeat  test,  'i'he  pinching  diatreasea  of  the  people  will 
force  them  to  adopt  it.  You  have  touched  the  moat  aen- 
aitive  nerve  in  the  American  system.  You  have  touched 
the  pocket  nerve,  and  it  communicatee  directly  to  the  think- 
ing facultiea  of  the  mind.  **  Of  all  rebelliona,"  said  Lord 
Bacon,  **  thoae  of  the  belly  are  the  worst." 

The  attempt  to  draw  a  distinction  between  the  rich  and 
the  poor,  which  is  so  often  hinted  at  in  the  message,  iadelu- 
aive,  because  it  is  false.  The  President  alludea  to  the 
people  and  to  the  poor  to  gain  their  favor,  but  recommenda 
nothing  to  relieve  their  embarrasamenta.  If  he  tuma  his 
eye  at  all  to  the  sufiferings  of  the  people,  it  is  a  mere  aide- 
long  look  that  falls  upon  them 

*'  As  cold  as  the  nwoabesm  on  the  bancen  heath." 


He  will  not  carry  tMr  prodnee  to  market,  or  think  akoil 
their  exchange*.  The  fimpeior  of  China  plevgha  a  far- 
row every  year  in  te^eet  to  agriflohure.  The  Fiasiihiii 
mighl  have  written  one  Kne  in  hie  maasage  in  favor  ef  that 
interest  And  yet  politidaiie  talk  about  the  poar^-iks 
laboring  men— the  veiy  men  who  have  eoAred  the  ommi 
by  their  pretended  friendahip. 

We  hear  the  terms  ef  <*  the  poor**  and  « theafiatooHi^ 
used  in  ev«ry  public  place  and  in  every  public  doearant. 
Theae  epithela  are  unjaat  when  applied  to  the  peopki  Wa 
have  no  auch  diatinc(tive  elaaaea;  and  thoas 
who  denounce  the  honaet  man  who  haa  made  a 
fortune  by  honeat  indiatry  and  frugality  aa  i 
are  themaelves  the  wont  sort  of  anstoerala. 

As  General  Foy,  in  the  French  Chamber  of  D^aiiy 
waa  enlarging  with  much  eameetneas  in  a  diecMsinB  b 
the  Chamber,  and  had  juat  need  the  word  '<  ariatocracj,^ 
a  voice  lirom  one  of  the  miniatera  asked  him  to  defbe  in 
**  Ariatocracy,"  he  replied  at  onee,  and  qoiA^ — **  A#ij 
tocracy,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  ia  the  leagne,  the  eflSj 
lition,  of  thoee  who  wiah  to  caneuraa  without 
live  without  working,  ooeapy  ail  pohHc  plaeee 
being  competent  to  fill  then^  eeise  upon  all  hoson 
out  meriting  them :  that  ia  aristocracy."  i 

This  I  regard  aa  a  true  tmA  practical  Aeftnitiea  d  dM 
word.  It  la  aa  juat  as  it  waa  happy.  There  is  aosadi 
daaa  in  this  country  aa  the  poor,  if  yon  wiUciElade 
tenanta  of  the  alms-houaer..  Every  man  im  thia 
who  worke  at  daily  labor,  gaina  wealth  enongfa  to-i 
him  all  the  oomforta  of  life,  and  many  of  tea  iaxi 
well  fed  end  vrell  clothed ;  and  haa,  at  the  end  of  the; 
spare  money  and  feels  properly  as  proud  and  aa  ii 
ent  ea  any  man  in  the  nation.  He  knowa  that  whibt 
ia  one  of  the  people,  he  ia  part  of  the  Government ; 
hie  Toice  ia  felt  and  obeyed  aa  much  aa  if  he  had 
He  knowa  that,  whilst  be  haa  to  labor  hard,  the  laws 
protect  him  in  hie  righta,  and  in  the  poaaeeaion  of  the 
warda  of  his  industry. 

The  lawa  of  our  country,  of  every  Stale  in  the  1^*>^ 
prevent  a  large  aocamulation  of  weaMi  in  the  handaof  ■ 
few.  The  accumulation  of  one  generation  ie  divided  «i| 
the  deecendanta  in  the  next  All  that  ia  aranted  to  asfH^ 
wealth  ia  atability  in  wise  lavra  to  regulate  the  mnaM^ 
Repealed  fluctuationB  and  changea,  auch  aa  our  mien  bal 
produced,  cauae  want  ef  oonfideaice,  and  finaflj  distndl 
Confidence  cauaea  oredit ;  and  a  ayalem  of  eiedh, 
controlled  within  cautieue  timita,  adda  to  individoaJ 
ariae,  which  augmenta  the  wealth  of  the  natioB. 
la  the  poor  man'e  capital ;  and  by  it,  in  a  maml  poiat  i 
view,  the  nation  is  benefited ;  for  every  individoal  is 
anxiotia  to  preeerye  the  rectitude  of  hie  intagrtty 
honeety,  when  he  know%  that  by  doing  eo,  it  may 
hie  weelth  and  proeperity.  ~  The  rich  man  of  laiatyesri 
the  poor  manr  thia ;  and  file  poor  men  this,  ie  the 
next  year;.  ao«the  changea  go  round  the  circle,  from  y^ 
tir  year,  from  generation  to  generation.  From  sort 
knowledge  of  the  people  of  the  United  Staiea,  I  do  notkM 
tate  to  give  it  aa  my  opfoion,  that,  of  the  many  who  ps^ 
sesa greet  wealth,  a  larg«r  number  of  them  hava  started  fiMl 
humble  meana,  and  have  been  the  architocta  of  their  enl 
fortunes,  than  those  whe  have  derived  ii  from  patoiDOoid 
inheritance. 

By  the  laws  of  desoant  of  the  States,  it  la  impesM 
that  any  family  or  class  of  individoala  ever  can  accoBMiiai) 
ao  much  wealth  aa  to  be  enabled  to  oppnaa  any  portion  d 
the  people.  Public  functionariea  that  are  ariae  ahoohl  bi 
cautioua  in  awakening  prejudicea  againat  any  class  ia  th 
community,  when  the  intereste  of  all  are  eo  iMturallj  da 
pendent  upon  each  other,  and  are  knit  together  hks  thi 
woof  of  the  epider's  web,  eo  that  whatever  touches  or  ds- 
rangea  a  part  muat  be  felt  at  the  meet  remote  end  attcaa* 
ated  axtramitiea.     Thsy  ehould  hold  out,  by  eeiabiiAfBg  i 
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ife  and  coDTcrtible  carrency  and  wise  reguhtiQns  of  law^ 
idocemeots  and  fiicilities  to  the  needy  industrioas  to  ac- 
imolate  property ;  and,  in  this  way,  to  give  a  stimulus  to 
idutiy ;  for  it  is  not  by  the  amount  of  specie  which  may 
I  m  a  nation  that  you  alone  are  to  judge  of  its  prosperity 
id  in  ivealth — a  better  criterion  is  its  productive  industry. 
.  man  who  acquires  property  accumulates  wealth ;  and 
ken  he  has  done  this,  he  can  soon  convert  it  into  money, 
ke  man  who  has  but  m  thousand  dollars,  will  find  that  at 
t  per  cent,  it  would  support  him  with  the  necessaries  of 
lb  for  I  month;  hut,  if  he  were  to  expend  it  in  Govern* 
int  lands  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre,  and  apply  his 
In  opoo  those  lands,  the  production  would  not  only 
ippoit  him  and  his  family,  hut  the  surplus  of  his  produc- 
■B  woold  enable  him  annually  to  increase  his  wealth. 
In  be  must  have  cither  the  capital  in  money,  or  the  capi- 

I  gained  by  his  credit;  for  if  there  is  neither  capital  nor 
pit  in  the  country,  to  allow  him  to  establish  himself,  he 
1^  be  forever  poor  and  miserable.     Then  I  maintain 

to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  poor,  you  must  sup- 
Ihera  with  the  facilities  of  acquiring  either  capital  or 
or  rather  of  both.     And  this  brings  mo  to  an  im- 
part of  our  inquiries  and  our  dqties :     Whether  a 
tHioQ  can  prosper  without  a  sound  and  abundant  convert- 
orealating  medium!  whether  gold  and  silver  alone 
be  sufficient  to  promote  that  prosperity  !  and  whether 
|l  poor  would  be  benefited  by  the  destruction  of  all  bank- 
^isftitntionsl     Not  having  had  time  to  arrange  a  regu- 
lod  systematized  argument,  I  will  ofler  a  few  consider- 
I  in  relation  to  these  several  propositiona,  without 
ing  nf  each  separately,  and  care  but  little  in  what 
I  may  take  them  up,   and  speak  of  each  in  con- 
ien.    No  member  on  this  floor  has  said  that  there 
^■ore  than  eighty  millions  of  dollars  in  this  country  in 
'*  and  lilver.     The  easiest  way  of  arguing  this  question 
the  Yankee  mode  of  asking  a  question.     That  ques- 
ii,  how  will  the  people  be  enabled  to  pay  off  all  their 
itii  which  amount  to  many  thonaand  millions,  with  only 
"^  miUions  of  specie,  if  yon  force  by  your  policy  bank 
from  circulation  1     For  the  constitution  authorizes 
ereditor  to  exact  specie,  (if  he  is  unfeeling  enough 
^  so,)  as  your  law  anthoriaei  the  Secretary  of  the 
ry  to  exact  specie,  when  the  banks  cease  to  redeem 
paper. 

c  cui  form  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  debts  which 
<wed  by  the  people,  from  the  President's  message.  He 
"At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1834,  the 
g  capital  of  the  United  States,  including  that  of  the 
bank  then  existing,  amounted  to  about  two  hun- 
millions  of  dollars ;  the  bank  netes  then  in  circulation 
lit  ninety-five  millions ;  and  the  loans  and  discounts 
the  banks  to  three  hundred  and  twenty^four  millions. 
Nveen  that  time  and  tiie  first  of  January,  1836,  being 
pbtest  period  to  which  accurate  accounts  have  been  re- 
ned,  onr  banking  capital  was  Increased  to  more  than  two 
Mred  and  forty -one  millions ;  their  paper  circulation  to 
^  than  one  hundred  and  forty  millions ;  and  the  loans 

II  discounts  to  more  than  four  hundred  and  forty -seven 
PODB.  To  this  vast  increase  are  to  l>e  added  the  many 
B^i  of  credit,"  dec.  Then,  according  to  the  Presi- 
Mi^t  own  showing,  the  people  owe  the  banks  nearly  eight 
P^nX  millions  ot  dollars,  to  say  nothing  of  the  immense 
Mint  which  is  owing  between  merchant  and  dealer,  be- 
Neo farmer  and  mechanic;  and  I  should  not  be  exorbi- 
«)  if  1  were  to  soy  it  amounts  to  at  least  ten  times  that 
F'  Then,  suppose  you  would  carry  out  your  hard 
l^y  experiment ;  what  would  it  lead  to  1  The  Govern- 
ioit  exacts  its  dues  in  gold  and  silver,  and  requires  the 
^te  banks  and  the  people  to  pay  it  in  gold  and  silver ; 
■  lanks  which  have  made  loans,  as  all  have,  call  on  the 
''P^Qg  merchants  to  pay  them  in  gold  and  silver ;  the 
"'P'^rtiog  merchant  calls  on  the  retailing  merchant  to  pay 
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him  in  gold  and  silver ;  the  interior  merchant  calls  on  the 
farmer,  and  the  farmer  calls  on  the  mechanic.  Cannot  all 
see  the  impossibility  of  paying  more  than  ten  hundred  mil- 
lions of  debts  with  eighty  millions  of  gold  and  silver  1 
There  is  not  gold  enough  in  the  world  to  pay  the  debts  of 
the  i>eople  of  this  nation.  But  suppose,  purblindly,  you 
press  on  with  your  schemed:  I  ask  any  member  on  this 
floor,  if  any  of  his  constituents  were  to  owe  a  debt,  say 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  be  possessed  of  property  to  the 
amount  of  ton  thousand  dollars,  if  it  would  not  require  the 
whole  property  he  possessed,  if  it  were  to  become  a  general 
policy  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver,  to  sell  for  one  thousand 
dollars.  8o  far  from  this  policy  having  the  tendency  to 
benefit  the  poor^  it  will,  in  its  results,  if  it  be  not  arrested, 
moke  the  rich  poor ;  and  the  poor  man,  who  is  forced  to 
pay  all  his  debts  in  gold  and  silver,  will  find  himself  beg- 
gared, if  not  incarcerated  in  the  jail  of  his  county.  That 
is  the  paradise  of  suffering  and  misery,  which  such  a  mea- 
sure will  lead  him  to ;  and  if  he  follows  such  counsellors 
as  we  have  hsd  for  the  last  three  years,  he  should  prepare 
his  mind  and  body  to  endure  penury  and  sufiering.  "  R 
is  in  those  countries,**  says  an  able  writor,  '<  only,  where 
labor  is  well  rewarded^  and  where  the  mass  of  the  people 
are  placed  in  a  situation  to  accumulate  wealth,  that  they 
acquire  a  stake  in  the  hedge,  and  are,  in  consequence, 
made  to  feel  a  direct  personal  interest  in  the  support  of  all 
those  great  fundamental  principles  essential  to  the  existence 
of  society,  which  they  otherwise  regard  either  with  indif- 
ference or  aversion,  and  which  the  slightest  provocation  Is 
sufficient  to  induce  them  to  attack.*' 

But  those  statesmen,  who  ride  in  their  English  carriages 
with  white  servants  in  livery,  who  all  feed  upon  the  pub- 
lic crifo,  say  that  the  people  are  too  voluptuous,  they  have 
too  many  luxuries,  that  they  are  too  extravagant,  an4 
that  their  rulers  are  determined  to  bring  them  down  to  pri- 
meval simplicity  ;  that  they  must  be  brought  down  to  the 
econoniy  of  the  pastoral  ages^  and  republican  simplicity, 
which  we  read  of  in  books  of  olden  times ;  to  the  hard- 
money  days  of  Lycurg^s,  when  a  man  was  regarded  a  pa- 
triot, if  he  not  only  would  covet,  but  if  he  would  steal  his 
neighbor's  property,  without  being  detected  in  the  theft — 
when  their  bread  was  made  of  acorns,  and  the  skins  of 
wild  beasts  furnished  them  with  raiment.  Or  are  we  to 
be  brought  down  to  later  days,  the  days  when  cocoa 
seeds  were  received  in  part  of  South  America  for  a  curren- 
cy 1  That  had  more  plausibility  about  it,  for  the  holder 
of  that  currency  could  convert  it  into  an  article  of  food, 
which  was  no  small  improvement  upon  Lycurgus's  system. 

Example  has  more  efiect  than  precept;  and  he  who 
wishes  to  reform  society  must  first  reform  himself ;  and  if 
the  President  and  his  Secretary  would  start  the  fashion, 
they  might  advise  with  better  hope  of  success.  Let  the 
President  dress  himself  in  sackcloth,  and  his  Secretary  in 
the  skins  of  wild  beaste»  or  borrow  a  dress  from  Keokuck 
or  Black  Hawk,  who  are  now  in  the  city,  and  start  aut  as 
missionaries  to  proselyte  the  people,  and  they  will  soon 
find  how  many  converto  they  will  make.  Th6  first  dis- 
trict which  they  would  enter  would  be  the  district  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on  this  floor.  Let  them  ap- 
proach some  settlement  of  industrious  Friends,  or  German 
farmers — the  former  they  would  first  reach  in  about  ten 
miles  from  this  place.  The  President  would  enlarge  upon 
the  advanteges  of  his  new  system,  and  finally  hand  the 
listening  crowd  over  to  bis  faithful  squire,  who  would 
show,  by  statistics,  what  would  be  saved  to  the  nation,  if 
no  luxuries  were  imported  from  abroad,  and  how  much 
less  their  merchante'  and  teilors*  bills  would  be  if  thi^ 
adopted  his  attire — to  banish  bro%dcloth  coate  and  merino 
shawls.  We  can  well  conjecture,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  women,  if  they  said  nothing,  would  look  inexpressible 
things.  And  I  can  imagine  some  such  man  as  Roger 
Brook,  a  resident  of  Montgomery,  who  is  a  man  of  read- 
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ing  and  a  mi,  replying  to  the  President,  and  saying  that 
his  costume  and  the  Secretary's  were  unique  and  peculiar; 
that  be  belonged  to  a  society  that  but  seldom  changed  good 
habits ;  that  he  liked  to  read  of  such  auire  in  the  Bible, 
but  could  not  say  that  he  was  at  that  moment  prepared  to 
adopt  it.  Although  they  are  remarkable  for  treating  both 
invited  and  stronger  guests  with  great  hospitality,  he 
would  play  off  Van  Burenism  upon  Van  himself;  and  say 
to  him,  as  a  delinquent  debtor  once  said  to  a  dunning 
creditor,  friend,  call  next  week,  and  ^—  then  I  will 
tell  you  when  you  cart  call  again. 

But  we  have  had  some  of  these  currencies  in  our  own 
country,  or  something  very  much  like  them.  In  the  dem- 
ocratic simplicity  of  the  trappers  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
at  thia  time,  they  use  pelt  instead  of  bank  notes,  and  pay 
their  debts  in  the  skins  of  beavers,  otter,  or  racoons. 
Before  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  and  unti4  1804,  deer 
skins  were  a  legal  tender,  by  the  laws  o|  all  Upper  Louisi- 
ana, at  for^  cents  a  pound.  Our  forefathen:,  in  their  re- 
publican siioplicity,  made  fish  oil,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  a 
legal  tender ;  and  you  cannot  now  open  an  old  statute 
book,  of  either  Virginia  or  Maryland,  that  has  not  tobacco 
so  of\en  written,  in  il,  that  it  almost  smells  of  the  indigenous 
weed.  In  Maryland,  by  the  law  of  1732,  toliacco  was 
4uade  a  legal  tender  at  a  penny  a  pound,  and  Indian  corn 
ut  twenty  pence  a  bushel.  Whilst  in  Virginia,  in  1618, 
tobacco  was  made  a  legal  tender  at  Ss.  per  pound ;  and, 
in  1620,  the  <<young^'  and  beautiful  **  women  who  were 
shipped  by  the  Virginia  Company  in  England  to  that  col- 
ony to  bo  married  to  the  residents,  the  price  on  each  was 
a  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  though,  when  the  article 
was  scarce,  as  much  as  a  hundred  and  0fty  pounds  was 
paid." 

This  kind  of  currency  is  very  elegantly  described  in  the 
sixteenth  number  of  Salmagundi,  where  it  represents  that 
*'  the  lady  of  a  Southern  planter  will  lay  out  the  whole 
aunual  produce  of  a  rice  plantation  in  silver  and  in  gold 
muslins,  lace  veils,  and  new-liveries;  carry  a  hogshead  of 
tobacco  on  her  head,  and  trail  a  bale  of  sea  island  cotton 
at  her  heels  ;  while  a  lady  of  Boston  or  Salem  will  wrap 
herself  up  in  the  nett  proceeds  of  a  caigo  of  whale  oil,  and 
tie  on  her  hat  with  a  quintal  of  codfish  !*'    I  do  not  believe 
that  any  of  my  constituents  wish  to  go  back  to  the  tobac- 
co experiment* of  their  ancestors;  many  of  them  raise  most 
excellent  tobacco,  and  some  like  to  exhilarate  their  senses 
with  it;  but  none,  I  believe,  are  anxious  to  have  their 
dues  paid  in  it;  they  would  prefer  the  miserable  currency 
which  you  have  now  afflicted  them  with.     I  know  by  how 
frail  a  tenure  I  hold  the  atte-ntion  of  the  committee ;  but, 
OS  it  has  favored  me  with  its  attention,  I  am  emboldened 
to  prooeed  a  little  further,  and  will  attempt  to  illustrate  the 
positions  loosely  thrown  out  in  my  remarks — the  necessity 
of  the  Government  to  establish,  by  wise  regulations,  a  cur- 
rency for  the  people  ;  and  the  absolute  impossibility  of  the 
advance  of  this  nation  in  its  usual  and  rapid  atrides  to 
wealth,. to.  gveatness,  and  to  power,  without  an  abundant 
and  good  currency.     I  will  not  go  into  a  discussion  of 
metaphysics  and  abstractions,  as  one-half  of  the  political 
economials  do,  who  write  long  and  labored  books,  to  /ind 
out  whether  gold  and  silver  ia  properly  money  or  not; 
whether  it  is  a  merchantable  commodity,  and  ought  to  be 
sold  as  any  other  production  of  labor;  whether  bank  pa- 
per is  a  good  and  safe  representative  of  value,  or  whether 
it  may  bo  worn  out  and  more  quickly  consumed  than  the 
precious  metals.     I  will  leave  these  discussions  to  those 
who  have  a  taste  for  them.     I  am  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  feel  that  it  is  my  du^  to  act  upon  cir- 
cumstances around  me ;  to  look  at  the  past,  and  try  to  do 
the  beat  I  can  for  the  future.     Close  refinements  may  suit 
the  purpose  of  the  learned  lawyer,  aQ4  abstract  metaphys- 
ics may  suit  the  man  of  recondite  lore,  bat  practical  utility, 
I  think,  will  best  suit  an  American  legislator. 


I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading  an  extract  or  two  frao 
a  little  volume  I  hold  in  my  band.     It  is  about  half  the 
size  of  tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieaniry,  and  con- 
tains,  in  my  poor  judgment,  more  sound  maxims  of  bsb- 
fuluess  to  tbe  laboring  class  than  all  the  messages  and  re- 
ports, and  speeches  too,  which  have  been  written  by  the 
Presidents  and  Secretaries,  and  their  friends,  for  tbe  leA 
four  years.  I  am  sorry  to  discover  that  it  is  not  to  be  iaiai 
in  any  of  the  libraries  in  this  Capitol ;  and,  whilst  I  §■ 
making  a  miscellaneous  speech,  I  will  use  this  occasioa  le 
say  that  I  am  sorry  for  the  American  taste,  that  they  boy 
up  every  large  volume  of  romance  that  is  published,  whilit 
pamphlets  of  solid  information  are  neglected.     Id  £nglaoi 
it  is  different ;  nothing  is  quicker  bought  and  read  the* 
than  political  essays  and  sUtistical  tracts.     We  have  nel 
a  taste  for  statistics,  and  nothing  is  more  important  for  a 
public  man.     The  volume  which  I  will  read  from  is  en 
that  was  sent  to  me  by  a  travelled  friend  from  £dinbaT|k 
It  was  written  by  J.  R.  McCuUough,  and  is  entitled  <*Ai 
Essay  on  the  Circumstances  which  determine  tbe  IUm^ 
Wages,  and  the  Condition  of  the  Laboring  classes.'*  TlH 
first  section  ia  headed  **  Rate  of  wages  in  any  gives  am 
try  at  any  particular  period,  determined  on  the  magaitaJI 
of  the  fund  or  capital  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  wa^ 
compared  with  the  number  of  laborers.*'    He  aays:  "Tk 
capital  of  a  country  consists  of  ell  that  portion  of  prodoai 
of  industry  existing  in  it  which  can  be  made  direcilj  avt^ 
able,  either  to  the  support  of  human  existence,  or  to ' 
facilitating  of  production.     But  the  portion  of  capitilj 
which  it  is  now  necessary  to  advert,  coosista  of  tbe  fo 
clothes,  and  other  articles  required  for  the  use  and 
sumption  of  the  laborer.     This  portion  forma  the  iaod 
Qi  which  their  wagee  must  be  wholly  paid.     Wa  shall  i 
if  we  suppose  that  the  capital  of  a  country  depends  on  i 
vantageousness  of  situation,  richness  of  soil,  or  eitealj 
territory.     These,  undoubtedly,  are  circumstances  of  ^ 
great  importance,  and  must  have  a  powerful  influeoeil 
determining  the  rate  at  which  a  people  advance  in  tbe ^ 
reer  of  wealth  and  civilization.     But  it  ia  obTioastj  ai 
on  these  circumstances,  but  on  the  actual  amount  ^Ji 
accumulated  produce  of  previous  labor,  or  of  capital  de«^ 
to  the  payment  of  wages,  in  the  possession  of  a 
at  any  given  period,  that  its  power  of  supporting  end j 
ploying  laborers  must  entirely  depend.     A  fertile  Mill 
fords  the  means  of  rapidly  increasing  capital ;  bat 
not  all.    Before  that  soil  can  be  cultivated,  capital  moetj 
provided  for  the  support  of  the  laborers  employed  npoil 
just  as  it  must  be  by  providing  for  the  support  of  those  dj 
gaged  in  manufactures,  or  in  any  other  department  of  Ij 
dustry.  - 

**It  is  a  necessary  consequence  to  this  principle,  V 
the  amount  of  subsistence  falling  to  each  laborer,  or  i 
rate  of  wages,  must  depend  on  the  proportion  which  J 
whole  capital  bears  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  laMj 
population.  If  the  amount  of  capital  is  increased,  witb^ 
a  ci>rresponding  increase  taking  place  in  the  population, 
larger  share  of  such  capital  will  lall  to  each  individual*  i 
tbe  rate  of  wages  will  be  increased.  And  if,  on  the  otN 
hand,  population  is  increased  faster  than  capital,  e  U 
share  will  be  appropriated  to  each  individual,  or  the  iaie< 
wages  will  be  reduced." 

**  So  long  as  capital  and  population  continue  to  ib*m 
abreast,  or  to  increase  or  diminish  in  the  same  propoitici 
so  long  will  the  rate  of  wages,  and,  consequently,  the  od 
dition  of  the  laborers,  continue  unaflected ;  and  it  is  ^ 
when  the  proportion  of  capital  to  population  variei^  vbi 
it  is  either  increased  or  diminished,  that  the  rate  oi  vs|^ 
sustains  a  corresponding  advance  or  diminution.  "H 
well-being  and  comfort  of  the  laboring  classes  ate,  th^ 
fore,  essentially  dependent  on  tho  relation  which  their  h 
crease  bears  to  the  increase  of  the  capital  that  is  to  feed  u 
employ  them.     If  they  increase  faster  than  capital,  the 
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nget  will  be  reduced ;  and  if  tbey  incrPtM  slower,  they 
rill  be  lugrncnted.  In  fact,  there  are  no  means  whatever 
If  which  the  command  of  the  laboring  class  over  the  ne- 
ennei  and  conveniences  of  life  can  be  enlarged,  other 
ban  by  arcelerating  the  increase  of  capital  as  compared 
riih  pofifQlatioo,  or  by  retarding  the  increase  of  pbpnlation 
icomptrsd  with  capital;  and  every  scheme  of  improving 
bi  eondition  of  the  laborer,  which  is  not  bottomed  on  this 
riDdi^e,  or  which  has  not  an  increase  of  the  ratio  of  cap- 
Hl  to  popalatioB  for  its  object,  must  be  completely  nuga- 
Wj  uid  ineffectnal.^' 

Soeh  are  the  views,  not  of  a  man  who  wishes  to  be  re- 
ined to  Congress  upon  some  popular  prrjudice,  who  as- 
^  to  a  secretaryship,  or  a  foreign  roidsion,  or  to  the 
iMtleD<7,  bat  one  who  writes  for  the  benefit  of  mankind, 
id  it  wiHiog  ti>  meet  his  reward  in  the  approbation  of  a 
lifted  and  grateful  posterity.  If  I  may  yenture  to  illus- 
Mt  hit  views,  in  this  country  we  have  now  some  eight 
I  ten  haodred  millions  of  circulating  medium,  which  is 
foM,  and  gJidfy  received,  hy  att  who  have  debts  to  col- 

taa  money.    If  youudopt  the  advice  oiTired,  and  de- 
oar  banking  institutions,  you  reduce  the  circulating 
MuB  to  the  aroo«ot  of  the  specie  in  the  nation,  which 

CI  been  computed  at  eighty  millions ;  but  I  do  not  believe 
t  it  ia  much  more  than  half  that  amount     Then  you 
dDbite  acarrency  or  circulating  medium  which,  if  you 
"re  to  divide  it  among  the  people,  would  give  each  indi- 
loal  tome  three  or  four  dollars.     The  efiect  would  be, 
i  tboae  who  work  fur  a  dollar  a  day  now  would  have 
wages  reduced  to  some  ten  or  twelve  cents  per  day ; 
iiutead  of  increasing  the  capital  with  the  increase  of 
popolation,  you  reduce  the  capiul  to  about  five  per 
.  of  what  it  is  now,  whilst  t^e  population  of  the  coun- 
iBcreaaes  abont  five  per  cent,  every  year.  Or  you  would 
"  to  raiae  the  value  of  money  more  thaii  a  thousand  per 
>  aod  say  that  a  dime  shall  in  future  pass  for  a  dollar, 
eagle  for  a  hundred  dollars.     I  will  read  another  ei tract 
fcttbif  second  chapter,  exhibiting  the  *« Comparative  in- 
j^  of  capiul  and  population.''     ««It  is  not  possible  to 
"he  says,  "any  precisely  accurate  estimate  of  the 
ato  qnanlity  of  capital  in  a  country  at  diflTerent  pe- 
'  bat  the  capacity  of  that  capital  to  feed  and  employ 
rt,  and  the  rate  of  ita  increase,  may,  notwithstanding, 
kained  with  suflicient  accuracy  for  our  purpose,  by  re- 
"■g  to  the  progress  of  population.     It  is  clear,  from  the 
enta  already  made,  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  country, 
>ing  them  to  have  the  same,  or  about  the  same,  com- 
of  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life,  cannot 
without  a  corresponding    increase   of    capital. 
«ver,  tLerefore,  we  find  ihe  people  of  a  country  in- 
H  without  any,  or  with  but  very  little,  variation  tak- 
^pl*ce  in  their  condition,  we  may  conclude  that  the 
"il  of  the  country  is  increasing  in  the  same  or  very 
Ihe  latne  proportion.    Now,  it  has  been  established 
^  all  question,  that  the  population  of  several  of  the 
^jN  of  North  America  has,  after  making  due  allowance 
J^mifranis,  continued  to  double,  for  a  century  past,  in 
P"*rt  a  period  as  twenty,  or  at  most  twenty-five  years ; 
Fi  •«  the  quantity  of  necessaries  and  conveniences  fall- 
H  to  the  share  of  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  has 
Wbten  materially  increased  or  diminished  during  the  last 
M  rf^k'^*'  increase,  of  population  is  a  proof  that  the  cap- 
F  M  the  country  has  advanced  in  a  corresponding  ratio. 
Pj°  'W  old  aettled  countries,  the  increase  of  capiul,  and 
■■^iwiJlly  of  population,  is  much  slower.     The  popula- 
■»  of  Scotland,  for  example,  is  suppo<>ed  to  have  amount- 
L ,  '»^?0,000  In  1700  ;  and,  as  it  amounted  to  2,135,000 
M'JJJ'il  would  follow,  on  the  principle  already  sUted, 
y"J^*pi*«l  of  the  country  had  required  about  one  bun- 
S      ^n'^^y  years  t«>  double.  In  like  manner,  Ibe  pop- 
"jo«tof  England  and  Wales  amounted  to  6,064,000  in 
•w,  ind  to  l», J66,000  In  1821 ;  showing  that  the  pop- 


ulation,  and,  therefore,  the  capital,  of  that  country  appli- 
cable to  the  support  of  man,  or  the  supply  of  fbod,  clothes, 
and  other  articles  necessary  fbr  the  support  of  human  life, 
had  doubled  in  al>out  eighty  years. 

"The  effects  which  the  different  rates  at  which  capital 
and  population  advance  in  different  countries  have  on  the 
condition  of  their  inhabitanu,  may  be  exemplified  in  a  very 
striking  manner  by  comparing  the  rate  of  increase  and  the 
actual  state  of  the  people  of  Great  Briuin,  with  the  rate  -if 
increase  «nd  the  actual  state  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  It 
is  cerUinly  true  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  capital  of  Ireland  during  the  last  hundred  years ; 
though  no  one  in  the  least  acquainted  with  the  progress  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  empire,  has  ever  supposed  that 
tfiis  increase  has  borne  the  proportion  either  of  a  third  or 
even  a  fourth  to  the  increase  of  capital  in  England  and 
Scotland  during  the  same  period.  But  the  increase  of  pop- 
ulation in  Ireland,  as  compared  with  its  increase  in  Brit- 
ain, has  been  widely  difierent  from  the  increase  in  the  cap- 
iul of  the  two  countries,  or  in  their  means  of  employing 
people,  supporting  them  in  a  sUte  of  comfort  and  respecta- 
bility. According  to  the  ubies  given  in  the  ParliamenUry 
reports,  the  population  of  Great  Britain  amounted,  in  1720, 
to  6,955,000,  and  in  1821  it  amounted  to  14,301,000, 
having  a  little  more  than  doubled  in  the  course  of  the  cen- 
tury ;  while,  from  the  same  reports,  it  appears  that  the  pop- 
ulation of  Ireland,  whose  capital  had  increased  in  so  infe- 
rior a  proportion  to  that  of  Briuin,  amounted  to  very  little 
more  than  two  millions  in  1731,  and  to  very  near  seven 
millions  in  1621 ;  having  nearly  quadrupled  In  less  time 
than  the  population  of  Briuin  took  to  double  !**  He  fur- 
ther says :  *' All  the  witnesses  examined  by  the  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  <  the  employment  of  the 
poor  of  Ireland,*  in  1823,  concur  in  representing  their 
plumbers  as  excessive,  and  their  condition  as  wretched  in 
the  extreme.  Their  cabins,  which  are  of  the  most  misera- 
ble description,  are  utterly  unprovided  with  any  thing  that 
can  be  called  furniture^  In  many  familiea  there  are  no 
such  things  as  bed  clothes.  The  children,  in  extensive 
dlstricU  of  Monster  and  the  other  provinces,  have  not  a 
single  rag  to  cover  their  nakedness;  and,  whenever  the  po- 
tato crop  becomes  even  in  a  slight  degree  deficient,  the 
scourge  of  famine  and  disease  is  felt  in  every  corner  of  the 
country.  The  Right  Honorable  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  M.  P., 
mentions  that  *  he  had  known  the  peasantry  of  Kerry  quit 
their  houses  in  search  of  employment,  olfering  to  work  for 
the  meanest  subsistence  that  could  be  obtained,  for  two 
pence  a  day  ;  in  short,  for  any  thing  that  would  purchase 
food  enough  to  keep  them  alive  for  the  ensuing  twenty-i 
four  hours.*  ** 

I  will  read  but  one  line  more,  and  then  Uy  down  this 
useful  volume.  He  says,  «that  while  the  average  market 
price  of  a  day*s  labor  in  England  may  be  taken  at  from 
20(f.  to  2«.,  it  cannot  be  taken  at  more  than  5d.  in  Irv- 
land." 

These  undoi]bt«d  historical  facts  are  so  conclnsive  to  my 
mind,  that  I  will  not  attempt  to  enlarge  upon  what  seems 
so  convincing  to  the  reflecting  undersUnding,  further  than 


population,  misery  and  poverty  will  be  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence, aod  that  the  poor  will  be  the  first  and  most  nti- 
merous  sufferers ;  that  capiul  advanced  in  England  with  iU 
population,  and  wealth  and  comfurt  followed  in  iu  train; 
population  rapidly  increased  in  Ireland,  whilst  capital  lag* 
ged  behind,  and  misery  and  wretchedness  now  eeoargB 
that  people.  Then  carry  out  the  President's  views^  and 
those  of  his  SecreUry ;  after  first  destroying  the  United 
Sutes  Bank,  then  destroying  the  8ute'bank%  hy  your 
bankrupt  scheme ;  destroy  capiul ;  destrc^  credit*  which 
the  President  says  has  been  carried  too  Sup  and  ahonld  be 
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chocked.  Do  all  this,  and  the  poor  man  seos  his  fate  read 
in  the  history  of  Ireland.  Their  distresses  are  great  be- 
yond description  ;  their  means  of  support  the  most  scuity ; 
and  the  Irishman  said  truly,  as  he  said  wittily,  that  the  first 
mouthful  of  bread  he  ever  ate  was  a  potato ;  yes,  sir,  the 
potato  is  his  meat  and  his  bread,  and  often  he  is  without  it 
Garry  out  your  system,  and  the  cheapest  food,  which  is  the 
j^otato,  will  be  that  which  the  poor  of  this  country  will  be 
forced  to  live  upon.  They  will  not  be  able  to  buy  a  barrel 
of  flour  or  a  barrel  of  pork« 

Bank  credit,  individual  confidence,  and  the  credit  sys- 
tem, have  been  the  chief  currency  of  our  nation  for  fifty 
years.  Never  hts  any  nation  prospered  as  this  nation 
has  in  so  short  a  period.  But  now  the  President  tells  us 
and  the  people,  that  the  Government  must  cut  loose  from 
the  community  ;  that  they  have  been  trading  on  borrowed . 
capital ;  and  have  carried  the  credit  system  too  far.  Such 
language  would  be  ungenerous  from  that  source,  if  in  all 
respects  true.  Who  did  most  to  adopt  measures  which 
brought  about  these  resultsi  You  destroyed  the  United 
8uies  Bank,  and  at  least  tadtly  invited  the  States  to  fill 
the  vacuum  of  that  institution  by  moking  banks  o(  their 
own.  You  told  these  State  hanks  to  discount  liberally. 
The  people,  believing  that  all  was  true  which  you  told 
them,  increased  their  business :  the  farmer  bought  more 
land,  the  mechanic  employed  more  journeymen.  Each 
went  in  debt,  believing,  if  your  promises  of  a  better  cur- 
rency would  be  realized,  that  he  could  not  only  meet  his 
liabilities,  but  enlarge  his  means.  Your  promises  were 
not  realized ;  and  now  he  meets  with  executive  denunci- 
ntion  for  trusting  to  that  very  Executive.  Is  not  this  un- 
generous 1  Is  it  not  cruel  ?  It  is  a  very  refinement  in 
cruelty,  which  a  fallen  angel  might  envy. 

The  President,  in  his  message,  has  written,  as  I  have 
spoken,  about  a  great  many  things ;  among  others,  he  tells 
us  that  England  has  overtraded,  and  all  Europe  felt  em- 
barrassments as  we  feel  them. 

It  is  often  true,  (and  the  President's  message  proves  it,) 
as  Lord  Brougham  has  well  said,  that  philosophers  have 
been  led  iuto  an  error,  not  uncommon  in  many  of  the  de- 
partments of  science,  .and  in  none  more  frequent  than  in 
politics — the  mistake  of  the  oc^'asion  for  the  cause,  and  of 
a  collateral  effect  for  a  principle  of  causation.  Sir,  it  is 
true  that  there  have  been,  and  are,  embarrassments  in  the 
moneyed  arrangements  of  Europe ;  but  did  it  originate 
there  1  No,  sir.  I  have  an  interesting  pamphlet  before  me, 
writtcTi  very  recently,  and  translated  from  the  French, 
which  I  cannot  trespass  upot^  the  time  of  the  commit' ee  to 
read  extracts  from.  But  it  shows  by  the  most  conclusive 
demonstration,  thattlie  first  cause  of  our  distresses  was  the 
warfare  upon  the  bank  and  the  currency  by  General  Jack- 
son in  this  country ;  that  so  clearly  allied  is  the  whole 
commercial  world  with  this  nation,  that  embarrassments  in 
this  country  are  felt,  and  will  be,  in  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, by  every  Power  of  Europe  with  whom  we  trade. 
Civilization  and  commerce  have  made  the  human  family, 
■o  far  as  trade  is  concerned,  as  one  people,  and  you  cannot 
derange  the  interest  of  one  without  affecting  the  business 
of  all. 

This  connexion  and  this  dependance  have  been  the  re- 
sult of  the  credit  system,  which  has  been  so  much  de- 
nounced, and  which  has  been  enlarged  upon  in  the  execu- 
tive message.  I  have  listened  to  speeches  on  this  floor, 
in  which  vfhole  pages  of  the  Gouge  plan  have  been 
adopted;  yes,  sir,  the  whole  anti-bank  plan.  The  little 
States  of  the  Germanic  provinces  have  been  alluded  to,  to 
■how  that  by  individual  banks  the  interest  of  the  people 
and  the  nation  could  be  promoted.  Sir,  statesmen  and  po- 
lliical  economists  run  into  error  in  receiving  the  theories  of 
abstract  writers.  Practical  judgment  knows  how  to  re- 
ceive- or  to  eschew  maxims  of  writers  which  apply  to  a 
particular  nation  in  a  particular  condition.    Tha  provincea 


of  Germany  are  small ;  the  line  of  business  is  defined.  On 
nation  is  as  yel  now,  and  immensely  expansivs.  Wiot 
may  ha  wise  in  a  little  State  in  the  centre  of  Earope,  luy 
not  be  wise  in  a  large  State  in  an  immense  hemifpbm. 

But  I  deny  that  any  of  the  Germanic  provmcei  hm 
gained  their  wealth  or  their  prosperity  by  the  simpk  {oM 
money  system,  by  ezduding  the  whole  foundations  of  tks 
credit  system.  And,  in  support  of  this  opinion,  I  will  real 
one  sentence  from  the  first  volume  of  Lord  Broughhaa^ 
admirable  work  on  the  Colonial  Policy  of  Earopein  NV 
tions :  «  Credit  has  contributed  to  the  astonishing  incraii 
of  the  Dutch  settlements,  so  much  wanted  in  afloitai 
colonies."  To  sustain  this  opinion,  I  will  read  tn  extiMl 
from  Thornton  on  Paper  Credit,  showing  that  paper  erell 
has  been  a  great  cause  of  the  proaperity  of  HoUind.  Hi 
saya  <<  the  extent  of  the  circulating  medium  of  Holitndi 
deserving  of  notice.  Besides  the  great  circulatioa  ofbirf 
notes  and  receipts.  Government  paper  and  bills  of  eiduoj^ 
(which  latter  are  without  doubt  a  part  of  the  drcD]iai| 
paper  of  every  trading  country,  although  tbey  ditidd 
more  slowly  than  the  other  parts,)  the  system  of  ooioiii 
credit  must  liave  always  thrown  into  the  market  i  tea 
large  portion  of  circulating  paper.*'  Then,  sir,  vbesitl 
thus  shown  that  the  Germanic  States  and  Holbod  oH 
their  prosperity  to  the  paper  system  and  to  credit,  tbsy  vi 
no  longer  be  qi^oted  against  both. 

If  there  is  one  man  on  earth  who  knows  whcnlo  wllj 
credit  system,  it  Is  the  German,  whether  he  is  in  Eoropij 
America ;  because  he  is  a  close  calculator  of  nomberM 
If  he  finds,  after  making  his  estimates,  that  be  can  mI 
repay,  he  will  then  borrow  money  at  six  per  cent,  v|l 
he  has  convinced  his  mind  that  he  will  make  eight,  ordj 
or  twelve,  upon  its  judicious  use.  They  do  not  want  I 
Executive,  or  any  one  else,  to  tell  them  how  to  mtketii 
estimates ;  they  are  themselves  the  safest  calcolatuniiti 
world.  1 

Some  gentlemen  here,  from  the  South,  have  xd^<^ 
this  measure  and  the  tiews  of  the  Executive— to  tkri^ 
the  banking  system  of  our  country,  to  disconneet  GoNi 
ment  from  the  banks,  and  to  restrain  the  credit  pofay^ 
the  nation.  I  have,  it  is  true,  travelled  much  through i 
South,  the  West,  and  the  North.  I  have  resd  mehj 
all,  i|nd  reflected  anxiously  on  their  separate  and 
interests ;  still  I  do  not  feel  suiBcient  confidence  in  b] 
to  dissent  too  rashly  from  some  of  the  opinions  wkic 
have  heard  of  members,  who  take,  with  an  air  of  oM 
dence,  the  interest  of  their  respective  regions  of  the  n^ 
try  under  their  own  protection.  I  cannot,  however,  J 
strain  the  expression  of  my  doubts  that  the  interest  fiii 
South  will  be  promoted  by  these  measures.  I  bop<^ 
believe  thst  there  is  no  part  of  the  Union  where  cspiiiM 
in  such  demand,  and  credit  so  much  required,  as  in  f 
South — the  cotton-crowing  regions.  It  may  bo  true  thj 
in  some  of  the  old  Southern  States — in  South  ^ro[>^ 
instance,  where  capital  is  somewhat  fixed  and  esishlisMj 
those  who  receive  large  patrimonial  posseasions,  withbuj 
upon  them  to  work  them,  and  money  to  carry  iImd  ^ 
may  do  well  in  any  vicissitude  of  our  policy,  but  k^j 
vantageously  upon  the  new  than  the  old  systeoi.  ^ 
even  that  favored  portfon  uf  the  population  oftbedtsttft 
the  South  is  comparatively  but  a  small  portion.  Thtf9 
mass  of  the  cotton -growers  are  men  who  have  moderi 
means,  and  are  forced  to  extend  their  credit.  The;  ^ 
have  a  few  thousand  dollars  and  a  few  negroes.  Aft 
they  shall  have  purchased  a  plantation,  they  will  ^^^ 
funds  are  exhausted,  and  that  they  must  resort  to  cmiiM 
get  their  esUblishnient  into  profitable  operation;  and  » 
is  more  especially  the  case  of  the  Southwestern  ^^^.^ 
editor  in  Mississippi  sometime  ago  ssid  that  tbate* 
did  not  owe  less  than  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  otf^ 
in  other  words,  for  laboring  capital.  Now,  requi>«  "| 
Stale  to  pay  ten  millions  in  specie^  •ad  you  would  hiT«i 
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en  at  least  one- fourth  of  the  State  to  make  the  amount ; 
od  (hat  is  the  most  extensive  cotton-growing  State  in  the 
tooUiera  coantiy. 

Sir,  I  nuintaia  that  this  very  productive  labor,  as  it  has 
eea  called—the  slave  labor  of  the  South — is  strictly  and 
nij  more  of  capital  than  labor.  I  could  quote  Lord 
ImngliaiB,  and  the  reasoning  of  Senator  Tracy,  to  sustain 
Itspmion,  but  I  will  not  read  from  either;  for  I  have  not 
lie  to  ditcoas  it  before  this  almost  exhausted  committee^ 
or  is  it  important  for  my  present  purpose.  But,  to  come 
fibe  middle,  the  grain-growing  and  agricultural  States: 
Mr  kw  of  the  number  of  their  inhabitants  have  been  ieit 
VBU,  tJid  utensils,  and  money,  sufficient  to  carry  on  the 
ibule  of  the  paraphernalia  of  farming  operations  1  Nine 
It  of  ten  have  to  purchase  farms,  and  to  gain  credit  for 
^Br  peraooal  property,  in  order  to  carry  them  on  with 
|"ipentj.  <«A  farm,''  says  Senator  Tracy,  "is  a  real 
Riw&ctofy;"  <«a  field  is  a  real  utensil,  or,  if  you  please, 
1^  of  first  materials ;"  to  set  it  into  profiuble  motion, 
■  mm  have  capital,  or  credit  to  gain  capital,  in  order  to 
jlks  it  useful  or  profitable. 

I  Bot  if  we  were,  as  it  is  our  duty,  to  turn  our  eyes  and 
ffiij  farther  north,  where  manufactures  and  farming  go 
ttd  in  hand  together :  a  manufacturer  builds  his  factory, 

Pfioda  that  his  ability  will  not  be  sufficient  to  purchase 
of  the  raw  material   to  be  worked  up.  into  useful  anfl 
~  'table  fabrics.     He  most  either  gain  credit,  or  at  once 
his  hands,  and  abandon  his  useful  enterprise ;  these 
moa  work  in  some  other  and  new  employment,  for 
Iter  of  a  dollar  a  day,  instead  of  gaining  a  dollar,  if 
bead  of  the  factory  could  have  obtained  credit.     Thus, 
system  will  prostrate  the  man  of  some  capital,  and 
w  oat  uf  einploymenl  the  man  who  has  but  a  useful 

■Bot  how  can  you  oarrv  on  commerce  between  man  and 
Va  without  a  sound  convertible  currency,  without  im- 
pae  loss  to  both  the  consumer  and  producer  1  Tracy 
^tnilj  said  that  "  commerce  and  scyriety  are  one  and  the 

PattuDg;'*  he  has  said  in  another  place,  **  commerce  is 
(rbole  of  society,  as  labor  is  the  whole  of  riches."    The 
oommerce  among  the  States  and  the  people  of  the 
is  vastly  greater  than  its  foreign  commerce,  and  re- 
aome  circulating  medium  to  represent  value.    There 
gold  and  silver  enough  for  this  purpose :  then  you 

Bjl  forced  to  have  either  a  convertible  or  inconvertible 
ffar  currency,  or  make  the  productions  of  labor  a  curren- 
ts 7oa  had  a  convertible  paper  currency,  the  best  in  the 
»  and  the  nation  was  happy  and  prosperous.  You 
t  the  people  to  be  dissatisfied  with  it,  and  to  aid  you 
^deatroying  it ;  and  they  are  now  afflicted  with  an  incon- 
Mia  depreciating  currency.  To  restore  the  former 
NMrity,  you  must  restore  the  former  currency. 
U<w  tell  the  people  to  banish  from  use  small  notps;  and 
^  measures  force  the  people  to  countenance  their  exist- 
pee.  We  had  a  good  currency  in  Maryland  a  tew  years 
That  State*  prohibited  the  circulation  of  notes  under 
doHara,  and  1  believe  but  one  bunk  under  their  charters 
Id  Miae  notes  of  a  less  denomination.  Public  necessity 
been  made  paramount  to  the  law  and  the  policy  of  the 
.  ^  and  every  corporation,  and  almost  every  individual 
^business,  feels  himself  authorized  to  become  a  banker, 
M  to  £11  the  State  with  notes  of  the  fractional  parts  of  a 
Nv-  This  was  the  case  in  all  the  States,  as  now,  when 
^  ftrtt  6«qk  of  the  United  Sutes  was  destroyed.  I  have 
^  B|y  posseiision  a  relic  ^f  those  days — a  note  of  the  de- 
KoioatbQ  of  « ten  cents,"  which  a  friend  sent  me  from 
Ninia,  on  the  « Farmers,  Mechanics,  and  Merchant's 
link'* of  *<Charlestown,  Jefierson  county,  Virginia;"  is- 
^  "jNotember  2d,  1816."  and  signed  «« Wm.  Brown, 
y**^*'*  1  have  another  precioi}ji  relic  of  past  days,  when 
*^  "as  no  United  !$utes  Bank.  It  is  printed  on  coarse 
*«  paper,  and  designates  •*  No.  »7,418"  for  "  fifteen  shU- 


Kngs,"  <*  according  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  passed  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  Majesty  George  the  I'hird,  dated  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1773,  signed  Thos.  Leech,  William  Criffin,  James 
Stephens ;"  and  on  the  back  of  the  note  is  written,  «  To 
eounta/dt,  is  siath."  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  the  cir- 
culation of  small  notes,  and  as  much  in  favor  of  a  sound 
and  abundant  specie  basis,  and  specie  circulation,  as  any 
gentlemui  on  this  floor.  Hence  it  is  that  I  am  in  favor  of 
such  measures  as  will  effect  that  desirable  result — measures 
that  have  been  tried ;  not  the  chimerical  schemes  of  fanci- 
fulpoliticians. 

From  the  genius  and  character  of  our  people,  spread  as 
thoy  are  from  the  east  many  thousand  miles  west,  fUUng  all 
the  intermediate  country,  of  every  variety  of  production,  from 
almost  the  polar  region  of  the  North  to  the  land  of  the  sugar 
caner  and  perennial  verdure,  it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  free 
interchange  and  trade,  without  immense  loss  to  the  people, 
without  a  better  currency  than  we  have  at  this  time.  T  have 
no  doubt  if  a  United  States  bank  were  established,  with  a 
capital  of  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  dollars,  to  issue  no  . 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  its  notes  to 
be  received  in  payment  of  Government  due«,  and  the  notee 
of  all  banks  that  shall  resume  specie  payments  within  a 
given  period;  that,  after  a  limited  period,  neither  the  Gov- 
ernment nor  the  bank  should  receive  notes  of  any  bank 
that  issued  notes  less  than  five  dollars,  and,  af&r  a  further 
period,  often — ^you  would  gradually  have  withdrawn  all  the 
email  notes ;  con6denoe  would  be  restored,  and  the  people 
would  once  more  see  and  handle  specie.  The  operation 
would  be  gradual,  and  cieate  no  alarm,  or  embarrassment, 
or  derangement  in  business.  Whatever  might  be  the  char- 
acter of  the  State  banks,  they  would  find  it  to  their  interest 
to  conform  to  these  regulations;  for  the  receivabiiity  of  their 
notes  by  the  Government  and  the  bank  would  induce  them 
to  call  in  all  their  small  notes ;  for  those  bunks  could  not 
prosper  whose  notes  would  be  continually  returning  upon 
them  as  soon  as  thrown  into  circulation,  as  the  notes  of 
every  bank  would  that  were  not  received  by  the  Government 
and  the  bank -and  its  branches. 

At  any  rate,  this  is  the  conclusion  to  which  my  mind, 
after  aniious  research  and  reflection,  has  attained.  By 
such  a  course  we  would  enable  the  people  gradually  to  ex- 
tricate themselves  from  their  difficulties,  and  the  nation, 
now  and  in  future  time,  would  be  benefited. 

But  we  have  been  told  by  a  distinguished  meml>er  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  RoaxaTsoir,]  that  we  are  not  legislating 
for  posterity,  but  for  ourselves;  and  that  posterity  will  le- 
gislate for  itself.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  I  have 
heard  of  the  remark  being  made  in  a  legislative  assembly, 
though  not  by  Thomas  Jefierson.  But  there  is  authority, 
and  very  high  authority,  for  it — the  authority  of  Sir  Hugh 
Boyle  Rnch.  Barrington,  in  his  Pergonal  Sketches,  men- 
tions that  a  debate  arose  in  the  Irish  House  of  Commons, 
on  the  vote  of  a  grant  which  was  recommended  by  Sir  John 
Parnell,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  one  not  likely  to 
be  fielt  burdensome  for  many  years  to  come.  It  was  ob- 
served, in  reply,  that  the  House  had  no  just  tight  to  load 
posterity  with  a  weighty  debt,  for  what  could  in  no  degree 
operate  to  their  advantage.  Sir  Hugh,  eager  to  defend  the 
measures  of  Government,  immedistely  rose,  and,  in  a  few 
worda,  put  forward  ihe  most  unanswerable  argument  which 
human  ingenuity  could  possibly  devise.  <*What!  Mr. 
Speaker,"  said  he,  **  and  so  we  are  to  beggar  ourselves  for 
fear  of  vexing  |M>sterity  !  Now,  I  would  ssk  the  honorable 
gentleman,  and  this  still  more  honorable  House,  why  we 
should  put  ourselves  out  of  the  way  to  do  any  thing  for 
posterity — for  what  has  potterity  done  for  im.^" 

Sir  Hugh  perceiving,  upon  taking  his  seat,  thst  there 
were  many  smiling,  and  not  being  conscious  that  he  had 
said  any  thing  out  of  the  way,  concluded  that  the  House 
had  mistaken  him.     He  therefore  rose  and  begged  leave  to 
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explain,  as  he  apprehended  that  gentleman  had  entirely 
mistaken  his  words.  He.  aMured  the  Hoase  « that  by  pof- 
t&rity  he  did  not  at  all  mean  our  ancestors,  bat  those  who 
were  to  come  immediately  afWr  them. 

Such  reasoninpr  may  have  cfiect  on  some  minds,  bat  it 
can  have  none  on  mine.  That  an  American  Congress 
shall  not  shape  their  measures  to  benefit  posterity,  is  a 
sentiment  I  can  never  subscribe  to.  There  is  an  instinct 
in  all  animated  nature,  to  protect  its  offspring.  The  most 
timid  animal  that  is  not  endowed  with  reason  will  peril  iu 
existence  to  protect  its  young.  What  huntsman  has  not 
seen  the  skittish  pheasant  change  iti  nature,  at  times,  at 
his  sudden  approach,  and,  crying  warning  to  its  aflrighted 
brood,  flatter  before  his  footsteps,  with  its  rich  plumsge 
expanded,  as  if  to  challenge  his  deadly  aim!  And  what 
generous  huntsman  has  not  paused,  in  harmless  admiration, 
till  the  fond  mother  could  make  an  adroit  retreat  to  its 
secure  brood !  Is  it  possible  for  the  day  ever  to  arrive 
when  the  House  of  Representatives  will  have  become  so 
metamorphosed  as  to  forget  all  instinct  of  nature,  all  duty 
of  reason,  as  to  look  singly  at  the  selfish  interest  of  them- 
selvesr,  without  consulting  their  duty  to  posterity  1  No, 
sir,  it  is  not  possible ;  the  laws  of  human  nature  will  never 
be  so  changed. 

I  cannot  but  allude  to  a  remark  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickeits.]  He  expatiated,  as 
the  message  has,  upon  the  banking  system  of  this  country 
and  England,  and  said  that  England  had  overtraded  and 
overbanked. 

I  could  but  picture  in  my  mind  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  in  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
addressing  that  body  with  the  same  earnest  and  impassion- 
ed strain  to  change  its  policy,  to  destroy  its  bank,  and  to 
narrow  down  its  credit  system  to  the  standard  of  his  judg- 
ment. I  could  fancy  to  my  mind  the  whole  House  giving 
him  profound  attention,  and  admiring  his  eloquence,  if 
they  doubted  the  wisdom  of  his  views ;  and  that,  after  he 
had  concluded,  some  veteran  statesman  woald  approach  him 
in  terms  of  friendly  g^atuldtion,  and  privately  admonish 
him,  before  he  made  another  speech  on  those  subjects,  that 
he  should  lock  himself  up  in  an  abundant  library,  and 
neither  give  nor  receive  a  visit  until  he  had  thoroughly 
read  the  entire  hlstoiy  of  England  in  relation  to  the  causes 
of  her  prosperity  ;  that  then  he  hoped  he  would  be  willing 
to  make  a  speech  on  the  other  side,  for  be  would  find 
ample  occasion  for  that  change ;  he  would  find  it  was 
that  policy  which  quickened  into  usefulness  the  hid- 
den coat  and  embedded  ore;  it  was  that  system  which 
taxed  the  watercourses  to  lessen  the  taxes  of  the  people, 
which  had  before  flowed  on  unobstructed  from  the  moun- 
tain side  to  the  ocean;  it  was  that  system  which  makes 
them  now,  in  tribute  to  industry,  leap  on  the  water-wheel, 
and  labor  into  motion  millions  of  spindles ;  it  is  that  policy 
which  has  built  up  factories,  end  made  all  England  one 
vast  and  prosperous  workshop,  and  created  her  wealth, 
which  all  the  gold  of  all  the  mines  of  South  America  could 
not  purchase ;  and  has  given  her  power  that  half  the  world 
could  not  subdue,  and  has  made  almost  all  of  it  tributary 
to  her. 

Another  gentleman,  in  his  remarks  yesterday,  [Mr. 
HcriiTXR,  of  Virginia,]  in  making  a  hard-money  speech, 
(and  if  he  will  allow  me,  I  will  say  it  was  one  of  the  best 
I  have  listened  to, )  wished  to  demonstrate  the  evils  of  the 
banking  system,  by  referring,  in  illustration  of  his  posititm, 
to  the  fact  that,  during  the  long  war  in  Europe,  the  French 
Government  adopted  the  policy  of  making  a  run  on  the 
Bank  of  England,  whose  paper  was  in  circulation  on  the 
continent,  and  consequently  the  bank  bad  to  suspend 
specie  payments.  That  honorable  gentleman  is  right  in 
his  historical  fact,  but  I  must  ditfer  with  him  in  his  con- 
clusion, that  the  British  (Government  sustained  an  injury 
by  that  bank  from  this  ciFcumatance. 


It  is  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  French  nation  thougk 
that  one  of  the  liest  ways  of  defeating  the  Briti^i  arms  i*a 
to  make  an  attack  upon  the  means  of  supply  of  monej  li 
her  armies,  and  did  employ  Jews  to  present  at  the  coonlc 
of  the  Bank  of  England  its  notes.  But  did  that  qiBd[ 
sighted  nation  bend  to  the  policy  of  its  enemy,  and  coaa 
tenance  the  discretlit  of  ita  bank  1  Did  the  GoveraoM 
of  England,  when  a  run  vras  made  on  the  bank,  do  i 
our  Government  has  done — denounce  and  aid  to  nun  fk 
bank  1  No,  sir.  The  ministers  at  once  bronght  in  a  H 
to  invite — ^yes,  sir,  to  request^>the  Bank  of  Enghnd  I 
suspend  specie  payments.  Did  the  Government  of  Ea| 
land  do  as  our  Government  has  done — ^refuse  to  take  A 
notes  of  the  bank  ?  No,  sir ;  in  that  very  bill  of  ITl 
they  made  the  notes  a  legal  tender,  and  stamped  the  m 
cou raging  seal  of  the  nation  upon  them,  by  sayins  thi 
the  Government  would  take  them  lor  public  dues.  It  «( 
a  consummate  policy,  and  the  sequel  proved  it ;  for,  i 
though  the  law  was  limited  to  six  months,  I  think  it  ^ 
renewed,  from  time  to  time,  ibr  some  twenty  yean.  Q 
the  notes  of  that  bank  depreciate  as  the  notes  of  oar  bsri 
have,  that  have  been  dishonored  by  the  Goveramol 
Read  the  history  of  English  currency,  and  yon  will  li 
that  they  did  not.  That  policy  prevented  a  panic  and  m 
Uined  credit,  and  enabled  England  to  contract  a  debt  \ 
twenty  five  handred  millions,  in  a  war  of  unpieDedeali 
consumption  and  fury.  By  preserving  credit  at  boa 
she  gained  it  abroad ;  and  nothing  aiifed  her  more  than  ll 
Bank  of  England.  It  was  this  policy  which  made  fc 
victorious  in  that  war ;  it  was  because  tndostiy  was  fc 
capital,  and  credit  her  currency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  trespassed  much  longer  npoo  i 
time  of  the  committee  then  I  had  intended ;  but  a  dresl' 
the  consequences  of  this  measure  upon  the  farmentf 
mechanics  of  the  district  which  I  represent  has  indocedfl 
together  with  the  attention  which  I  have  received*  to  dd 
so  large  a  portion  of  your  time. 

I  will  answer  one  other  remark,  whilst  np,  from  I 
Southern  friends,  and  then  hand  them  over  to  their  ceori 
uents.  My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Robkvtsoh}  fl 
that  he  voted  for  this  same  scheme  in  the  twenty-ill 
Congress,  when  General  Gordon  proposed  his  <*akeleiai 
of  a  hi  I ;  that,  as  he  went  fbr  the  "divorce"  aystemthe 
he  will  sustain  his  eonsbtency  by  going  ff>r  the  bill  od 
debate ;  and  that  most  of  the  members  of  the  oppositi 
went  for  it  theU.  A  friend  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Y 
ginia  [Mr.  Wise]  has  informed  the  House  that  he  a 
many  others  voted  for  it  then,  in  courtesy  to  his  colles| 
who  had  moved  it,  so  as  to  bring  the  proposition  before  I 
House  ;  but  never  dreamed  for  a  moment  of  voUug  fM 
on  its  final  passage. 

[  wish  here  to  say  that  I  was  not  in  my  plac« — fromJ 
disposition — when  the  vote  was  taken  on  General  Gonki 
proposition  ;  but  had  I  been,  I  would  have  voted  against 

If  my  honorable  friend  is  willing  to  sne  out  for  a  **< 
vorce,'*  in  order  to  marry  a  *<  skeleton,**  I  should  not  bS|j 
I  were  united  to  the  worst  shrew  in  the  world.  But  tki 
is  no  debating  about  taste. 

if  I  wished  to  consult  a  lawyer  of  profound  legal  rei 
ing  anti  reflection  upon  an  abstract  question  in  that  c» 
plex  science,  the  first  gentleman  in  this  House  that  I  woi 
approach  would  be  the  leameil  gentleman  from  RichmsB 
[Mr.  RoBaaTsoir  ;1  but  if  I  wished  to  ask  advice  in  sele 
ing  **a  help  meet,"  I  think  that  he  would  be  the  last.  I« 
candidly  admit  that  my  friend  has  more  courage  than  a 
self.  I  do  not  believe  that  I  could  screw  my  courage  i 
tu  join  in  wedlock's  embrace  a  skeleton  of  dry  bones, 
wouhl  have  first  to  see  it  filled  with  muscles,  flesh  ■ 
Moody  life  and  animation,  fair  symmetry  and  proportis 
I  must  fir^t  see  the  human  form  and  face  divine;  and  die 
but  not  till  then,  I  would  venture  to — "speak  to  it." 

"What  assurance  can  tha  gentleman  have  that  bis  M 
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M  might  not  be  made  by  the  Secretary,  who  haa  to  fill  op 
be  outlines  of  the  form — a  hideoua  caricature — a  monster 
I  haotn  form,  afflicted  with 

"All  the  tlU  thai  flegb  is  heir  to." 

" all  diseasM,  all  maladlM, 

Of  cfaasily  spMOii  or  rackiag  torture,  qualniB 
Of  ErartsfeK  agony,  all  fev«ruus  klndi— 
Goovulsioiw,  epileoaies,  fierce  catarrha, 
iiiiestine  ilia  and  ulceri,  colic  pangs, 
Demoniac  phrensy,  moping  melancholy. 
And  mooa-struek  madness,  piulng  alropoyt 
Jtfaiasmus,  and  wide,  wasting  pestilence, 
Dropsies,  and  asthmas,  and  joini-i^kini(  rheums!" 

I  Tha  ikeleton  of  the  bill  before  ua — for  it  ia  but  a  akele- 
|a-^thoogh  accompanied  with  *' vaults*'  and  **  strong 
lltii"  they  are  not  boxes  of  ointment — they  are  but  Pan- 
e's boies,  filled  with  acourges  and  diaeaaesy  without 
hjong  hope  at  the  bottom,  with  which  the  Secretary  may 
pb  with  peatiferoua  evila  the  body  politic  on  whom  you 
p going  to  force  this  unnatural  alliance. 
Jot,  before  I  exhaust  the  patience  of  this  committee  and 
IMA  I  wiah  to  refer  to  one  htatorical  fact,  in  hopes  that 
jtidvocalea of  this  msMure  may  find  a  moral  in  it;  and 
lihf  hope  that  they  may  pauae  and  profit  by  it  before  they 
iMiiioiate  this  hasty  and  ill-judged  meaaure. 
Ateae  period  of  the  English  history,  corporate  privi- 
|H  wsre  as  unpopular  as  they  have  been  made  in  this 
ialrj;  they  were  anpopular  becauae  abuses  existed  under 
iP^-fsal,  not  imaginary ;  and  in  none  did  abuses  exist 
[» gnat  an  extent  as  in  the  £ast  India  Company. 
|Cr.  Fox,  who  was  made  Premier,  finding  that  popular 
fiog  existed  strongly  against  the  abuses  practised  under 
coopany's  incorporated  privileges,  and  knowing  how 
an  iofloenee  he  could  wield  if  he  could  bring  every 
it  oooiieeted  with  that  company  to  be  dependant  upon 
aiiaiftiy,  conceived  the  plan,  not  of  remedying  the  evils, 
ibe  bold  scheme  of  annulling  their  charter,  and  appoint- 

Eiasiooecs  with  absolute  power  to  conduct  the  af- 
lat  company.  He  brought  forward  a  bill,  and 
it  upon  a  plaosible  preamble  of  the  good  of  the 
^tfuq  and  the  good  of  the  people,  for  its  better  regula- 
p  tod  theirs.  It  was  not  the  akeleton  of  a  bill,  like  this 
|^nr  table,  but  full  and  ample  in  its  parts  and  in  its  de- 
W  That  the  committee  may  judge  of  ita  character,  I 
Mqoert  the  Clerk  to  read  the  preamble  and  the  first 

|A  Bill  for  vesting  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company 
Mtelttods  of  certain  commissionem,  for  the  benefit  of 
^proprietora  and  tlie  public. 

1  Whereas  disorders  of  an  alarming  nature  and  magni- 
^▼e  long  prevailed,  and  do  still  continue  and  increase, 
^  tuoagement  of  the  territorial  possessions,  the  rev- 
P",  and  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  in  the  Bast  In- 
Pi  l»y  means  whereof  the  prosperity  of  the  natives  has 
pt  greatly  diminished,  and  the  valuable  interests  of  this 
plOD  in  the  said  territorial  possessions,  revenues,  and 
pnerce  hare  been  matftr'ally  impaired,  and  would  prob- 
9j«e  fallen  into  utter  ruin,  if  an  immediate  and  fitting 
p*lj  were  not  provided  ; 

l^e  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King's  most  excellent 
^aty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords 
jljtaal  and  temporal,  and  the  Commons,  in  this  present 
['""Mnl  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
Mttbe  government  and  management  of  the  temporal  poa- 
r^  revenue,  and  commerce  of  the  united  company 
"erchtnts  of  England,  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  by 
^^^^ott  and  proprietors  of  the  said  company,  or  either 
^dta°* •  *°?  *^*  ^  singular  the  powera  and  authorities 
^said  directors  and  proprietors,  or  of  any  special  or 
■WW  or  other  court  thereof,  in  the  ordering  and  msna- 

2  the  said  possessions,  revenues,  and  commerce ;  and  all 
~^««  of  the  directors  of  tho  said  company  be,  and  are 
**yi  <leclared  to  be  discontinued  for  and  during  the  con- 


tinuance of  this  act,  any  charter,  usage,  law,  or  statute  to 
the  contrary  notwitnstanding."] 

The  aeclion  which  you  have  heard  is  sufficient  for  my 
purpose. 

"  Ex  uno  disce  omnes.*' 

For  the  public  good  he  was  for  seizing  upon  its  char- 
tered rights  and  its  revenues,  making  it  dependant  upon 
the  executive  will.  Under  a  tide  of  strong  popular  feel- 
ing, ho  carried  his  bill  through  one  House  with  an  im- 
mense majority.  His  bosom  glowed  with  triumph,  and 
he  fancied  himself  secure  in  his  place. 

The  public  mind  passed,  and  judgment  had  time  to 
counsel  its  feeling.  The  people  began  to  reflect  upon  the 
consequences  of  the  measure.  They  saw  if  that  company 
was  to  be  destroyed,  its  charter  taken  from  it,  and  all  con- 
trol placed  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  it  might  be  the  case  of 
all  other  institutions;  every  chartered  privilege  might  be 
taken  the  same  way,  and,  finally,  all  power  in  the  nation 
might  be  exercised  by  the  Executive,  or  surrendered  to  it 
by  a  subservient  Parliament.  They  soon  drew  a  dis- 
tinction between  remedying  and  deatroying;  and,  by  tho 
force  of  a  change  in  the  popular  mind,  the  bill  was  lost  in 
the  other  House,  and  Mr.  Fox  was  no  longer  minbter. 

What  was  the  great  Fox's  fata  may  be  the  fate  of 
others.  Let  others,  therefore,  take  warning  by  the  les- 
sons of  history. 

Our  institutions  are  too  firmly  implanted  in  our  genend 
system,  they  have  taken  too  deep  root  in  the  business  and 
well-being  of  society,  property  is  too  much  valued  and 
too  equally  divided  by  the  laws  of  our  States  and  the  laws 
of  industrious  gain,  for  the  people  to  throw  all  things  Into 
hotch-potch  and  form  a  common  stock,  or  ever  to  induce 
them  to  sustain  such  measures^  or  measures  which  lead  to 
such  results.  The  golden  bawble«wiil  not  now  even  amuse 
much  less  captivate,  sober,  well- thinking  men.  You  can- 
not even  entice  children  with  it. 

You  may,  in  a  few  con^pressional  diatricts,  still  hold  out 
the  delusion  to  the  people,  but  be  assured  they  will  be  but 
few.  There  Is  one  district  north  of  **  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line"  in  which  It  may  succeed— a  district  represented  on 
this  floor  by  a  gentleman  who  defeated  one  of  the  hmmi 
intelligent  and  amiable  gentleman  I  have  ever  known,  by 
telling  his  constituents  enormous  witch  stories-— stories  as 
miraculous  as  wore  ever  told  by  the  femous  "  witch  king" 
who  figured  in  the  north  of  England  some  three  centuries 
sgo.  But  he  finally  waa  drowned,  and  as  I  know  that 
there  are  mill-ponds  in  that  gentleman's  district,  more 
than  six  feet  deep,  I  beg  the  member  to  keep  a  look  out. 

Sir,  since  the  days  of  Isaac  of  Cyprus,  no  man  has  been 
pleased  to  have  golden  fetters  placed  upon  him.  Hume 
informs  us,  that  after  his  treasures  were  seiaed  upon  by 
Richard  the  First,  and  the  prince  incarcerated  and  hound 
in  irons,  he  complained  of  the  cruelty  of  his  conqueror. 
Richard  had  the  iron  fetters  taken  ciff^  and  golden  ones 
placed  on  in  their  stead.  The  Cypriot,  pleased  with  this 
distinction,  expressed  his  gratitude  for  the  generosity  of 
his  conqueror. 

The  people  have  been  reatrained  in  their  business  by 
golden  fetters,  which  the  executive  brain  has  forged ;  they 
want  them  thrown  off,  no  that  they  may  have  elbow-room 
to  prosecute  their  industry  as  formerly. 

I  ask,  I  beseech,  this  House  to  pense  in  its  course  be- 
fore it  sanctions  such  a  ruinous  measure. 

I  appeal  to  the  candid  of  all  parties,  whether  conserva- 
tives, administration  mon,  or  whiga,  to  let  us  cease  thie 
*<  triangular  fight,"  and  unite  in  defeating  this  measure. 
If  we  have  differed  as  widely  as  the  poles  on  other  quee- 
tions,  let  us  unite  in  defeating  this.  Let  us  say»  in  the 
language  of  another,  "  Like  men  we  differed,  but  like 
men  we  have  agreed."  I  had  rather  see  the  pet  bank  plan 
new  vamped  and  tried  again. 

If  you  will  not  reject  this  bill,  or  wilt  not  lay  it  on  the 
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table  never  to  be  called  up  again,  and  are  resolved  to  paae 
it,  let  the  worst  come  to  the  wont  quickly ;  and  the  peo- 
ple, who  will  suffer,  will  soon  show  that  they  have  power 
as  well  as  the  Executive  and  the  two  Houses  of  Congress; 
and  that  the  constitution  has  inforined  them  how  they  can 
remedy  their  grievances. 

But  I  hope  it  will  be  rejected,  and  that  the  Executive 
will  do  as  the  Kings  of  England  and  of  France  are  forced 
to  do  in  like  cases — change  his  ministers  and  his  measures. 
Or,  if  he  will  not  change  his  advisers,  at  least  change  his 
measures.  Or,  if  he  will  not  change  his  measures  or  his 
advisers,  then,  as  a  republican  President,  in  practice, 
finding  himself  in  a  minority  in  either  House,  and  that  he 
and  his  ministers  will  not  alter  their  views  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  policy  of  the  nation,  they  will  resign  the  seals 
of  oflSce  to  the  people,  and  say  to  them,  elect  other  agents; 
we  come  down  from  our  high  places,  that  other,  and  abler, 
and  better  men  may  ascend. 

Or,  are  the  lines  of  the  philosophic  poet  true  1 

"  The  age  of  virtuous  politics  is  past ! 
And  we  are  deep  in  thai  of  cold  mrstence  ; 
Rulers  ue  grown  too  shrewd  to  be  sincere— 
And  we— UN)  wise  lo  (rust  thorn '." 

Mr.  JoBjf  SON  having  concluded, 

Mr.  LEGARE  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  bat  was 
solicited  to  withdraw  it  by 

Mr.  DAWSON,  of  Georgia,  who  wished  to  ofier  an 
amendment;  but  that  gentleman  having  explained,  the 
motion  was  still  insisted  on. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise. 

The  vote  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive :  Ayes  75,  noes  98. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  substitute  for  the  bill 
moved  by  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  (proposing  to  con- 
tinue the  depositee  in  such  banks  as  sbould  resume  specie 
payments,  drc;  when  it  was  rejected :  Ayes  73,  noes  90. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  now  moved  that  the  committtee 
rise,  and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAWSON  now  oflered  his  amendnKnt,  which  was 
the  following  eubatitute  for  the  bill: 

Strike  out  the  whole  bill  and  insert  as  follows : 

Sec.  1.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  select,  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  employ  aa 
the  special  depositories  of  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
such  of  the  banks  incorporated  by  the  several  States,  by 
Congress  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Councils  of  the  several  Territories,  as  may  be  located 
at,  adjacent,  or  convenient  to  the  points  or  places  at  which 
the  revenues  may  be  collected  or  disbursed  ;  and  in  those 
States,  Territories,  or  Districts  where  there  are  no  bank 
or  banks,  and  within  which  the  public  collections  or  dis- 
bursements require  a  depository,  the  said  Secretary  may 
make  arrangemente  with  a  bank  or  banka  in  some  other 
State,  Territory,  or  District  adjacent,  to  establish  an  agency 
or  agencies  in  the  States,  Territories,  or  Districts  so  desti- 
tute of  banks,  as  banks  of  such  special  deposito,  and  to 
receive  through  sudi  agencies  such  special  depositee  of  the 
public  money  as  may  be  directed  to  be  made  at  the  points 
designated,  and  to  make  such  disbursements  ae  the  public 
service  may  require  at  those  points :  the  duties  and  liabili- 
ties of  every  such  bank  thus  establishing  any  such  agency 
to  be  the  same,  in  respect  to  its  agency,  as  are  the  duties 
-and  liabilities  of  said  banks  of  special  deposite  generally 
ander  the  provisions  of  (his  act:  Provided^  Thai  at  least 
one  bank  shall  be  selected  in  each  State,  Territory,  or  Dis- 
trict where  the  collection  or  disbursements  of  the  public 
money  may  require,  if  any  can  be  found  in  such  Slate, 
Territory,  or  District,  willing  to  be  employed  as  tlie  special 
depository  of  the  public  money  upon  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions prescribed  by  this  act,  and  shall  continue  to  conibrm  | 
thereto;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  not 


sufier  to  remain  in  any  deposite  bank  an  amount  of  poldic 
moneys  more  than  equal  to  three-fourths  of  the  amonotof 
its  capital  stock  actually  paid  in,  for  a  longer  time  tfan 
may  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  make  transfers  of  the 
same,  as  required  by  this  act ;  and  the  banks  so  seledri  ■ 
the  special  depositories  sHall,  in  his  opinion,  be  sife  ds* 
poeitorieB  of  the  public  moneys,  and  shall  continue  to  di 
and  perform  the  several  dnties  and  services  and  to  oonfiBB 
to  the  several  conditions  prescribed  by  this  set. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  ewidttd^  That  if  at  aoy  poiM 
or  place  at  which  the  public  revenue  may  be  collected  « 
disbursed,  there  shall  be  no  bank  located,  or  none  then 
located  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  lbeTi» 
sury,  is  in  a  safe  condition,  or  where  all  ^e  banks  it  fv| 
point  or  place  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  be  employed  as  ipodi 
depositories  of  the  public  money  of  the  United  States,  c 
to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  this  act,  or  where  iM 
banks  shall  not  have  sufficient  capital  to  become  the  §SKm 
depositories  of  the  whole  amount  of  public  moneys  coM 
ed  or  disbursed  at  such  point  or  place,  ha  may  and  aba 
order  and  direct  the  public  moneys  eoUected  or  dmiwiW 
for  disbursement  at  such  point  or  place  to  be  depssiisli 
some  other  bank  or  banks  in  the  same  State^  Tenitoiy,  i 
District,  or  in  some  one  or  more  of  the  States,  TemMii^ 
or  Districts  adjacent,  upon  the  same  terms  and  condiliow 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  ehall  be  m> 
strned  as  to  prevent  Congress  at  any  titne  from  paanng 
law  for  the  removal  of  the  public  moneys  from  any  or 
of  said  banks,  or  fVom  changing  the  terms  of  dsposilt; 
to  prevent  the  said  bonks,  or  any  of  them,  at  aoy  ' 
from  declining  any  longer  to  be  the  depositorioeof  the 
lie  moneys,  on  hand,  according  to  the  terms  of  ai 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  bo  bank 
hereafter  be  employed  as  a  special  depository  of 
money  until  such  bank  shall  have  first  fumisfaed  the 
retary  of  the  Treasury  with  a  satisfactory  statement 
condition  and  btisinesa,  a  list  of  its  directors,  the 
price  of  its  stock,  a  copy  of  its  diarler,  and  all  sw 
information  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  him  lo  j&df/A 
the  safety  of  its  condition. 

Sec.  A:.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  said  baaing  H 
fore  they  shall  be  employed  as  the  special  depusiiMM 
the  public  moneys,  shall  agree  to  reoeive  and  kerp  % 
same  safely,  upon  the  following  terms  and  condftioa4^ 
wit:  i 

First,  Each  bank  shall  receive,  as  special  d^Msite^^ 
moneys  of  the  United  States  pakl  into  the  same,  aoM 
same .  keep  as  a  special  deposite,  and  as  specif  to  I 
credit  of  the  United  States,  and  not  use  or  bank  upon  ^ 
same.  ^ 

Secondly,  Each  bank  shall  fumbh  to  the  Secietaijd 
the  Treasury,  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  he  ]■ 
require,  not  exceeding  once  a  week,  statements  setting  liq 
its  condition  and  business,  as  hereinbefore  prescribed,  4 
cept  that  such  statements  need  not,  unless  required  by  ^ 
Secretary,  contain  a  list  of  directors  or  copy  of  the  cbail( 
And  the  said  banks  shall,  respectively,  furnish  to  the  Q| 
retaiy  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Und 
States  a  weekly  statement  of  the  condition  of  has  aecoa 
from  their  books ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sfe 
have  the  right,  by  himself  or  an  agent  appointed  ^r  tl 
purpose,  to  inspect  such  general  accounts  in  the  booiua 
the  bank  as  shall  relate  to  said  statements :  Provided^  TS 
shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  a  right  to  inspect  the  i 
count  of  any  private  individual  or  individuals  with  t 
bank. 

Thirdly.  To  credit  as  specie  all  sums  deposited  thcri 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  eica 
such  as  may  be  deposited  in  Treasury  notes,  or  such  otl 
notes  or  scrip  as  Congress  has  or  may  heraafVer  speda 
direct  to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  does,  i 
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ling  bink  notes,  and  to  pay  all  cheeks^  drafts,  or  war- 
Mts  dfawn  on  rach  depoaites  in  spocie,  if  required  by  the 
elder  tlwTeof. 

Fourthly.  To  give,  whenerer  required  by  the  Seoretaiy 
i  the  Trauuiy,  ihe  neoeMary  fiicilitiee  for  transferring 
b  poblte  faii<li  frooi  place  to  plaee,  within  the  United 
llitM»  and  (he  Territories  thereof,  and  for  distributtDg  the 
iw  in  paynent  to  the  public  creditors. 

Fiftk^.  To  render  to  the  GofenuiMnt  of  the  United  States 
llwdtttieiand  senrioes  heTotofore  required  by  law  to  be  per- 
HflMd  bj  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  aiid  its  branchee. 
'  See.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaeted^  That  the  8ecretory 
f  lb  Treasury  shall  bei,  and  he  is  hereby,  authoriied  and 
^lind,  wheQever,  in  hit  judgment,  it  may  be  necessary 
I  proper,  to  rsqmre  of  any  bunk  so  selected  or  employed 
It  special  depository  of  the  public  money,  collateral  or 
Ktimiil  leeuritiea  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public 

•  deposiied  therein,  and  the  fiuthful  performance  of 
daties  imposed  on  them. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  SecreUiy 
IIm  Traasory  shalj,  in  each  case,  take  from  the  banks 
ehtll  agree  to  receive  the  depositee  of  the  publie 
iMyf,  bonds  with  good  and  sufficient  sureties^  contain- 
ifeooditions  for  insuring  the  faithful  performance  of  all 
H  daties  rpqoired  by  law,  and  for  the  proper  enforcement 
jftiMMffle. 

Bee.  7.  And  be  U  further  enaekdf  That  no  bank  which 
beea  lo  selected  and  employed  as  the  place  of  depoeite 
thepaUic  moneys,  shall  be  disoontinucd  as  such  depoe- 
,  or  the  public  laoney  withdrawn  therefrom,  except 
eupes  hereinafter  UMntioned ;  that  b  to  aay,  if,  at  any 
any  one  of  eaid  banks  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  perform 
of  nid  duties  as  preecribed  by  this  act,  and  stipulated 
petformed  in  ito  contract;  or  shall  ftJI  to  keep  in  ita 
tt  any  time,  soch  an  amount  of  specie  as  shall  be 
by  the  Secreteuy  of  the  Treasury,  apd  shall  be, 
u  opiiiion,  neceesary  to  render  the  said  bank  a  safe 
of  the  public  moneys,  having  a  due  regard  to 
Mtore  of  the  bueinera  transacted  by  said  bank;  or 
M  iiil  to  keep  separate,  and  as  a  special  deposite,  the 
HB^  deposited  therein  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States ; 
fM  to  pay  the  same  when  demanded  by  the  holder  of 
^dnfk,  check,  or  warrant,  in  specie,  when  there  is  on 
pwt^  lo  the  credit  o(  the  United  States  sufficient  specie 
■refor;  in  any  and  every  such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
f  lite  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  discontinue  any  such 
u  a  depository^  and  withdraw  from  it  the  public 
i  oB  depoirite  in  it  at  the  time  of  such  discontinu- 
And  in  case  of  such  discontinuance,  it  shall  be  the 
of  Ihe  Secretary  to  report  to  Congress  immediately, 
Congress  be  then  in  session,  and,  if  not  in  session,  then 
the  commencement  of  ita  next  session,  the  facta  and 

•  which  haTO  induced  such  discontinuance.  And, 
<iee  of  ^e  discontinuance  of  anjasuch  bank  as  a  place 
^poflite  of  the  public  money,  for  any  of  the  causes  here- 

r^'^  provided,  it  ahall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of 
P  Tfeesorj  to  deposite  the  money  thus  withdrawn  in 
^  ether  bank  of  special  deposita  already  aelected,  or  to 
some  other  bank  as  a  place  of  special  depoaita,  upon 
terms  and  conditions  prescribed  by  this  act  And,  in 
qH  of  any  bank  to  receive  said  special  deposiles,  the 
.  thus  withdrawn  shall  be  kept  by  the  Treasurer  of 
he  Uoiied  States,  accordinf  to  the  laws  now  in  force,  and 
wl  be  sobject  to  be  disbursed  according  to  law. 
'  ^  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Steretaiy 
"  the  Treasury  is  authoriied  and  required  to  fix,  in  his 
^*>t>vt  with  the  said  banks,  respectively,  which  may  be 
^J^cted  SB  the  special  depositories  of  the  public  moneys, 
wh  a  compensation  as  be  may  judge  reasonable,  for  the 
2"^  raqnired  to  be  performed  by  this  act,  firovided  the 
Ml  of  audi  eompenaation  shall  in  no  case  exceed  —  per 
Nat  on  the  pofalic  moneys  so  dapoaitad. 
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Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress, at  the  conunencement  of  each  annual  session,  a 
statement  of  the  number  and  names  of  the  banks  employed 
aa  apectal  depositories  of  the  public  moneys ;  of  the  terms 
upon  which  each  is  employed ;  and  of  their  condition,  and 
the  amount  of  the  public  money  a  deposited  in  each»  aa 
shown  by  their  returns  at  the  Treasury.  And  if  the  se- 
lection of  any  bank  as  a  special  depository  of  the  public 
moneys  lie  made  by  the  Secretary  while  Congrsss  b  in 
session,  he  ahall  immediately  report  the  name  and  condi- 
tion of  said  bank,  and  the  terms  on  which  it  is  employed, 
to  Congress ;  and  if  such  selection  is  made  during  the  re- 
cess of  Congress,  he  shall  report  the  same  to  Congreas  the 
first  week  of  ita  next  session. 

Mr.  CUSHING,  of  Maasachaaetta,  moved  that  the 
committee  riae,  (with  the  desire,  as  he  eaid,  that  Mr.  Li- 
sa ax,  who  bad  first  made  the  motion,  should  be  considered 
as  entitled  to  the  floor  when  the  committee  should  resume 
ita  sittings,)  and  the  motion  prevailed :  Ayes  98,  noes  69. 
.  So  the  committee  roee,  and  reported  progrees ;  and,  at 
about  9  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  Houae  adjourned. 


Pbtdat,  Octobxb  18. 

REMUNERATION  FOR  LOSSES  IN  THE  FLORI- 
DA CAMPAIGNS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  chairman  of  the 
Committe  of  Claims,  the  House  took  up  the  bill  reported 
by  that  committee,  to  amend  the  bill  making  provision  for 
the  remuneration  of  volunteera  and  others,  for  horsea,  dec, 
lost  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

[The  Committee  of  CUums  aeeompanied  this  bill  with  a 
report,  stating 

*'  That  several  daima  are  preaented  to  the  committee, 
arising  from  the  horses  and  saddles,  and  other  equipage 
of  disbanded  mounted  volunteers,  having  been  turned  over 
to  the  United  Statea,  by  the  order  of  General  Jeaup,  as  it 
is  alleged,  when  aaid  volunteera  were  dismissed  from  the 
service. 

<*  It  is  represented  to  the  committee  by  Colonel  King, 
acting  adjutant  to  Colonel  Caolfield's  regiment  of  Alabama 
mounted  volunteers  in  Florida,  that  moat  of  the  claimanta 
with  whom  he  is  acquainted  are  young  men  who  obtained 
their  horaes  and  equipage  on  credit,  and  that  they  are 
obliged  to  look  to  the  United  Statea  for  the  value  of  the 
property  to  enable  them  to  make  payment  to  the  persons 
of  whom  they  purchased.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  claim* 
anta  were  aick  at  the  time  they  were  dismiased,  or  left  the 
service  on  furiough ;  and  it  was  thought  best  by  General 
Jesup  that  they  should  return  home  by  water,  rather  tham 
encounter  the  fiatigue,  hardships,  and  danger  of  returning 
home  by  land.  The  committee,  at  the  last  session  <^ 
Congress,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  L.  Kenncr, 
whose  horse  was  turned  over  to  the  United  States  by  the 
order  of  the  commanding  officer,  on  the  diacharge  of  aaid 
Kenner  by  reason  of  aicluiess. 

**  The  committee  refer  to  that  report  in  the  first  volume 
of  Reporta,  No.  8.  The  number  of  claims  that  will  be 
embraced  under  a  general  law.  Colonel  King  thinks  may 
be  one  hundred.  It  appears  to  the  committee  it  is  expedi- 
ent to  provide  for  this  claas  of  cases  by  a  general  kw."] 

The  Houae  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  this  bill,  (Mr.  BBieA»in  the  chair,) 

Mr.  CARTER  said  he  waa  not  opposed  to  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,  except  that  ita  provisions  were  net 
sufliciently  extensive.  It  did  not  embrace  a  class  of  cases 
of  real  hardahip  that  he  believed  existed.  He  said  he  would 
take  this  occasion  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  committee^ 
and  at  the  aame  time  suggeet  to  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  ol  Claima,  that  there  were  among  the  vol- 
unteers some  cases  of  real  and  peculiar  hardships,  that  wem 
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not  yet  provided  for  by  taw,  although  great  eieitiona  were 
made  at  the  laat  Congren  in  their  behalf;  and  he  would 
now  tender  to  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  ol 
Claims  faia  acknowledgmenta  of  gratitude  for  his  aasiduity 
and  exertiona  favorable  to  the  relief  of  those  patriotic  young 
men  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  and  who  had  sustained 
losMS  in  the  service  of  their  countrv. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  opinion,  the  Government  ahould 
alwsya  be  scrupulously  careful  never  to  permit  the  patriot^ 
km  of  her  citizens  to  be  rewarded  with  ingratitude  and  with 
losses,  and,  oonseqaently,  with  embarrassments  that  may 
render  their  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity  precarious  for 
years.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  aristocracy  or  the  wealthy  that 
most  usually  embark  in  the  toils  and  dangers  attendant  on 
a  campaign  in  times  of  troubles  and  of  war;  but,  sir,  real 
patciotism  and  love  of  country,  in  its  most  disinterested 
form,  is  always  found  with  those  whose  circumstancea  are 
mere  humble— not  humble  in  the  common  acceptation  of 
the  term,  but  only  humble  so  far  as  wealth  is  concerned. 
These  are  the  men  who  are  always  first  in  the  field  in  de- 
fence of  their  country's  rights  and  honor.  In  the  late  cam- 
paigna  in  the  West,  many  of  such  men  were  volunteers; 
and  many  were  they  who  had  not  the  means  of  equipping 
themselves,  furnishing  their  horses,  dec.,  only  upon  time, 
and  by  the  aid  and  endorsements  of  their  friends.  Now,  I 
submit  it  to  this  House— I  submit  it  particularly  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  to  the  country — whether  such 
men  as  these  are  to  be  permitted  to  be  the  suftrers,  on  ac- 
count of  their  manifested  patriotism  and  risks  in  the  service! 
If  so,  I  say  to  all  that  such  conduct,  such  ingratitude,  wiU 
deter  all  men  in  humble  circumstances,  or  who  are  poor, 
from  engaging  in  the  country's  defence. 

The  provisions  of  the  laws  now  in  force,  for  the  payment 
for  lost  property,  are  limite<l,  and  do  not  cover  the  cases  of 
hardship  to  which  I  have  allusion.  Those  Isws  merely  pro- 
vide payment  for  property  lost  in  battle,  or  lost  on  account 
of  the  Government  felling  to  furnish  the  necesssry  supplies 
of  provender.  But,  sir,  there  are  other  cases  for  which 
Congress  is  in  honor  and  duty  bound  to  make  ample  re- 
muneration. I  know  some  volunteers  thst  involved  them- 
selves, and  their  friends  with  them,  to  purchase  horses  and 
other  necesssry  equipage  for  the  campaign,  and  who  lost 
their  horses  in  the  service;  but  perhaps  not  in  battle,  nor 
for  the  want  of  forage.  Therefore,  liy  the  laws  now  in 
force,  their  claims  cannot  be  recognised  and  paid  by  the 
Third  Auditor,  who  is  charged  with  the  settlement  of  these 
claims.  But,  sir,  these  horses  were  lost  by  casualty  or  un- 
avoidable accidents,  and  were  lost  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  being  so  lost,  the  Government  is  as  much 
bound,  in  honor  and  justice,  to  remunerate  the  soldier  thus 
circumstanced,  as  though  the  loss  had  occurred  in  bsttle, 
or  by  the  default  of  the  United  States  in  furnishing  forage. 
Sir,  some  of  these  praiseworthy  volunteen  are  now  doomed 
lo  labor  by  the  day,  or  the  month,  or  by  the  year,  to  pro- 
cure the  money  they  owe  for  horses  purchased  and  taken 
into  the  public  service,  and  there  lost  by  casualty ;  and 
thus  iar  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  who  directed 
the  Executive  to  invite  them  into  service,  have  wholly  fail- 
ed to  meet  their  distresses,  by  not  ordering  their  relief,  and 
indemnifying  them  against  these  liabilities  and  these  losses. 
Is  this  right,  sir 4  I  say  most  unequivocally  li  is  not;  and 
I  say,  further,  let  the  Government  continue  to  refuse  pay- 
ment, and  you  cast  a  damp  upon  the  patriotism  of  the 
West,  and  upon  the  whole  country,  which  will,  in  all  time 
to  come,  deter,  in  a  great  degree,  men  in  moderate  circum- 
stancea from  incurring  monetary  liabilities,  to  go  to  the 
field,  at  the  call  of  the  Government,  for  her  defence.  And 
whenever  you  cut  ofif  that  class,  by  your  parsimony  and 
rigid  policy,  you  cut  off  that  portion  of  the  defence  of 
the  country  that  has  never  deceived  you,  and  has  never 
lent  a  deaf  ear  to  your  calls^  and  the  distresya  of  the  coun- 
tor. 


Sir,  I  will  Uke  occasion  to  say  here  that,  in  my  opiaisa, 
(if  the  reports  be  true  that  have  reached  my  ears,)  ths 
Grovernment  has^  not  dealt  aa  kindly  and  ss  libsraOy  as  dM 
should  have  done  towards  the  volnnteen  of  Tenneswe. 
We  provided  by.  Isw  at  the  Isst  Congress,  that  the  aeUien 
or  Tolunteera  who  had  rendezvoused,  were  muslerstl,  and 
immediately  discharged,  should  be  psid  ons  m<mih's  fill 
pay ;  and,  by  the  estimates  furnished  the  Comnntiee  s( 
Claims  by  the  War  Department,  one  month's  full  pay  was 
made  to  amount  to  between  $6h  and  $70,  I  think,  pediafs 
$M  and  aome  cents;  and,  by  the  decision  of  the  Attorn^ 
General  under  the  old  law,  another  clsss  of  those  volnntsaii^ 
that  were  indefinitely  furlonghed,  and  required  lo  retoia  la 
service  if  they  should  be  ordered  to  do  so»  were  to  be  ofl» 
sidered  in  service  until  absolutely  diacbaged,  and  nows 
quently  were  entitled  to  their  full  pay.     I  have  heard  asM 
hints,  sir,  that  the  War  Department  has  not  carried  lalf 
effect  this  law,  and  thb  decision,  as  was  contemplaled  bf 
Congreaa  and  those  representatives  who  were  looked  ts  is 

raard  and  eustain  the  righu  of  those  particular  individaali; 
do  not  know,  sir,  how  far  the  War  Department  has  fci* 
ed  in  a  compliance  with  the  law ;  nor  have  I  any  idea  sail 
what  eitent  thoee  volunteen  have  been  injured  by  ths  de^ 
falcations  of  the  Government.  But  I  hope,  and  I  ksve  n^ 
doubt,  I  will  he  able  to  obtain  the  information ;  and,  ifaf 
feara  are  realiaed,  and  they  have  been  defrauded  eat  of  an 
portion  of  the  amount  that  Congrpas  intended  they  abouii 
have,  and  I  cannot  obtain  redreas  by  an  applicatioa  to  r*~^ 
Secretary  of  War,  I  will  feel  myaelf  bound  to  bring  i 
subject  again  lo  the  consideration  of  this  House, 
that  the  representatives  of  the  people  are  ready  npon  all 
casions  to  do  justice  to  the  people.  And  I  an  glad  nevi 
have  the  assurance  off'  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
mittee  of  Claims  that  he  vrill  afibrd  all  the  aid  in  his 
to  render  to  the  volunteen  of  my  State  ample  compel 
for  their  service  and  their  losses  at  the  next  meeiiiif  ^ 
Congress.  I  have  also  a  right  to  complain,  on  befaslf  ^ 
theee  men,  in  another  point  of  view.  I  am  informed 
volunteen  were  paid  off  in  the  depreciated  bank  paper 
was  perhapa  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent,  below  par.  If  this  11 
true,  and  my  former  aagge«tions  be  true,  that  thsy  ki^ 
not  been  peid  as  much  as  Congress  inlendedthem  to  ha^ 
why,  sir,  your  volunteer  soldiery  of  Tennessee  h^ «•  tea 
cheated  and  defrauded  out  of  half,  or  at  least  a  kuge  pw 
tion,  of  their  just  dues.  And  if  so,  we  must  aak  ConM 
hereafter,  whenever  the  true  state  <^  facts  can  be  aawitail 
ed,  to  grant  such  relief  as  the  merits  of  those  ilsliiiiiil 
may  jnstly  and  honestly  demand.  And  I  haTO  no  dsiM 
from  the  diitposition  heretofore  manifested  by  this  Heed 
and  by  the  Committee  of  Claims^  in  relation  to  this  dnflw 
ing  and  meritorioua  class  of  claimanba,  that  ample  relief  idl 
be  awanled  them. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  explained  the  grounds  on  wUi 
the  Committee  of  Claima  had  reported  the  bill;  and  aftir^ 
few  remarics  by  Mr.  CHAPMAN,  ^ 

Mr.  EWING  offered  an  amendment  extending  the  H 
visions  of  the  bill  to  all  persons  engsged  in  the  servioa  4 
the  batita  of  Tippecanoe,  and  prior  to  the  tate  war  «ii 
Great  Britain. 

After  some  few  remarks  by  Mr.  CARTER,  the  amea^ 
ment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TH0MP80X  moved  to  add  a  section  lothati 
providing  payment  for  all  horaee  impressed  into  the  aenioi 
in  Florida. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messn.  THOMPSON,  WHIT* 
TLEttEY,  and  CLARK,  the  amendment  was  njedsd. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESBY,  the  comoaitteetki 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  Spbakxa  having  resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  ^iHi 
tion  beinff  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  EWING,  afUr  some  remarka,  renewed  the  aoNol 
mcDt  he  had  aubmitted  in  the  Committga  uf  the  WboHi 
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and  called  for  the  yew  and  nays  on  the  question ;  which 
were  oot  ordered. 

After  a  few  words  by  Messrs.  PETRIKIN,  WHIT* 
TLEd£ir,  and  EWING,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  EWI^'G  then  varied  his  amendment  somewhat, 
lod  moved  it  again ;  but  the  CHAIR  ruled  it  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  renewed  his  amendment  made 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CARTER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
Home  refased  to  order  them,  and  the  amendment  was  re- 
jectoL 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  December 
Mzt;  lost. 

The  bill  then,  having  been  ordered  to  be  engrosjed,  was 
md  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

THE  CORRBNCy  OP  THE  ,DI8TRICT. 

The  Senate  bill,  restraining  the  circulation  of  small  notes 
ia  the  District  of  Columbia,  came  up,  and  was  read  twice. 
Hie  qoestion  on  its  reference  pending, 

Mr.  PATTON  moveil  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
far  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  iu  postponement  until  the 
Int  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  THOMAS  suggested  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
dvy. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  was  in  &vor  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pat- 
tsy.  He  was  sure  the  Committee  for  the  District  would 
pve  the  subject  proper  attention. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  in  favor  of  the  postponement.  And 
b  hopod  that  if  it  were  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
\Mct  of  Columbia,  that  committee  would  report  that  it 
ns  expedient  to  postpone  it^  After  all  the  mass  of  legis- 
Non  in  the  great  State  of  New  York,  against  such  a  cir- 
Hhtion,  it  was  still  in  full  currency  there,  and  it  became 
[Egress  to  pause  before  they  adopted  any  such  measure. 

Mr.  HARLAN  moved  that  the  whole  subject  lie  on  the 
■liie;  which,  being  a  question  entitled  to  precedence,  was 
ttlertained  and  carried. 

THE  SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  then 
leDt  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  resumed  the  con- 
ideration  of  the  Senate  bill  imposing  additional  duties  on 
itrtain  ofHccrs. 

Mr.  Diwsoir's  amendment,  providing  that  State  banks 
*  uied  as  places  of  special  depositc  for  the  revenue,  being 
ounediately  under  consideration, 

Mr.  LEG  ARE  rose  and  addressed  the  chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  do  not  know  how  I  can  more  appro- 
priately begin  the  remarks  I  am  about  to  make,  than  in  the 
^  words  with  which  a  most  able  English  writer,  address- 
og  himself  to  the  causes  and  character  of  the  recent  crisis, 
deludes  his:  <*Tho  events  (says  Mr.  Samuel  Jones 
I'lo^d,  in  a  pamphlet  published  last  spring)  which  have 
secured  in  connexion  with  the  late  pressure  upon  the  mou- 
sed and  mercantile  interests,  are  full  of  instructive  illus- 
ntions  of  the  efiects,  both  beneficial  and  otherwise,  of  our 
Present  system ;  and  the  evit  consequences  of  this  pressure 
nil  be  as  nothing,  compared  with  its  benefits ;  if,  amongst 
bete,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  reckon  an  increased  degree  of 
ntelligence  upon  subjects  connected  with  currency,  and  a 
nearer  approximation  to  sound  principles  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  paper  issues."  The  revulsion,  it  is  true,  has 
^n  far  more  disastrous  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  than 
in  England ;  and  yet  even  at  its  darkest  p6«i«d—> now,  as  I 
tonfidcnily  believe,  passed  away  to  give  place  to  returning 
fffwpcrily — I  found  consolation  in  the  idea,  that  dearly  as 
»e  were  buying  our  experience  in  this  important  matter, 
ihe  price  would  not  be  too  high  for  the  benefits  wc  should 


ultimately  derive  from  our  reverses.  A  national  visitation 
ought  to  be  considered  as  a  great  providential  lesson.  I( 
teaches  the  most  momentous  truths,  and  it  teaches  them 
in  the  most  impressive  manner,  and  what  we  have  recently 
seen  aud  felt  will  dispose  us — if  any  thing  can  dispose 
us — to  look  the  difiicullies  with  which  this  subject  is  sur- 
rounded fairly  in  the  face. 

Sir,  it  is  surrounded  with  difficulties.  Even  in  England, 
as  you  perceive  from  the  citation  I  have  just  made,  they  are 
felt  and  acknowledged  by  the  most  able  meu.  I  have  upon 
my  desk  many  other  proofs  of  the  same  fact.  They  abound^ 
for  instance,  in  the  minutes  o(  evidence  taken  before  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  ronctwal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  in  1832.  You  will 
find  there,  that  while  high  authorities*  agree  in  thinking 
that  there  should  be  but  one  bank  of  issue  for  the  capital, 
at  least,  if  not  for  the  whole  country,  the  representatives 
of  the  great  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests,  on 
the  contrary,  protest  against  the  continuance  of  a  monopo- 
ly to  which  they  impute  the  roost  sinister  influence  over 
their  immense  business, f  and  demand  a  system  of  joint- 
stock  banks,  regulated  by  principles  more  agreeable,  as 
they  contend,  to  the  course  and  policy  of  trade.  A  third 
party  insists  upon  the  necessity  of  compelling  all  banks  of 
issue  to  give  adequate  security  to  the  public,  (in  Govern- 
ment stock,  &C.)  for  the  redemption  of  their  issues,  t  while 
every  stockholder  or  partner  shall  continue  to  be,  as  at 
present,  responsible  for  all  the  debts  of  the  company,  to  the 
whole  amount  of  his  private  fortune.  A  fourth  (and  I 
have  received  from  London  a  little  volume  in  which  that 
opinion  is  most  plausibly  maintained)  urges  the  most 
unlimiteil  freedom  in  banking ;  and  sees  no  more  danger  to 
society  from  perfect  liberty  in  this  than  in  any  other  branch 
of  business ;  the  supplying,  for  example,  the  market  qf  a 
great  capital  with  the  necessaries  of  life.§  Id  this  com- 
plexity and  distraction  of  English  opinion  upon  this  sub- 
ject, however,  all  parties  agree  in  one  thing,  and  that  is, 
in  aidhering  to  the  paper  system.  Nobody  there  thinks  of 
any  thing  so  extravagant  as  the  overthrow  of  that  system,  ^ 
whatever  defects  may  be  seen  or  supposed  to  exist  in  it,  ort 
whatever  projects  may  have  been  imagined  to  purify,  to 
correct,  and  to  improve  it. 

But  if  such  is  the  state  of  English  opinion  in  regard  to 
this  subject,  how  must  it  be  with  us,  when  to  all  the  in- 
trinsic difficulties  of  the  thing  itself,  we  add  those  arising 
out  of  the  complicated  structure  of  our  political  institutions  ? 
It  would  be  hard  enough  to  say  what  ought  to  be  done,  in 
the  present  emergency,  were  this  a  simple  consolidated 
Government ;  but  now  much  harder  is  it  to^adviee  the  ad- 
ministration of  a  Federal  Government  as  to  the  course  it 
ought  to  pursue,  where  one  happens  to  doubt  its  possessing 
all  the  power  necessary  to  give  complete  relief,  without  a 
co-operation  of  others  1  For,  air,  at  the  risk  of  being  set 
down  in  that  category  of  <*  tiny  politicians,"  of  whom  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  Jonvsoir,]  in  a 
very  amusing  speech,  in  the  course  of  which,  however,  he 
uttered  some  grave  and  important  truths,  spoke  last  night 
with  such  profound  contempt,  I  must  confess  I  agree  with 
the  Executive  in  the  general  principles  of  constitutional 
law  involved  in  the  mvsssge.  In  the  divisions  of  the  at- 
tributes of  sovereignty  between  this  Government  and  the 
Slates,  it  may  and  must  happen,  that  wo  should  experience 
sometimes  a  chasm,  and  sometimes  a  conflict  of  powers. 
More  is  taken  from  the  States,  perhaps,  than  has  been 

*  Messrs.  Horslev,  Palmer,  Tooke,  RolhchUds,  &c. 

t^Iessn.  Burt,  STmiih}  and  Dyer,  of  Manchestnr.  It  is  wunliy  of  re- 
mark, thai  iheee  rerponstrances  were  admlued  to  be  wqU  fuunded  by 
the  cnange  which,  in  cou8»?quence  of  ihem,  waa  made  In  Uie  law,  in 
reference  lo  ji>lnt-stoclc  banks  beyond  66  miles  from  London. 

tiMesara.  KicarUo,  McCuUough,  Noitou,  (ihe  minuies,  &c.,  just 

§  Money  and  its  VIciaSltudes  ia  Value,  by  the  author  of  the  Hal  ionale 
of  Political  Repreeentiition,  and  Critical  Dissertaiion  on  Valu<sftc. 
(Mr.  Francis  Bailey.) 
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given  to  the  confederacy ;  neither  can  do  enough,  while 
each  can  do  too  much,  for  perfect  harmony ;  defects, 
discrepanciea,  and  contradictions,  exist  in  the  scheme 
itself,  detected  only  in  a  long  course  of  practice,  and 
which  nothing  but  practical  skill,  the  wisdom  called  for 
and  called  forth  in  the  management  of  great  aflkirs,  es- 
pecially political  affairs,  can  reconcile  and  rectify.  Un- 
doubtedly the  task  is  an  immensely  difficult  one — but  it 
must  be  undertaken  and  it  must  be  done.  The  subject  be- 
fore the  committee  is  an  example  of  the  high  and  difTicuH 
duties  I  refier  to ;  nor  can  I  imagine  an  occasion  better  fit- 
ted than  this  to  awaken  the  House  to  a  lively  sense  of  its 
infinite  responsibilities  to  the  country. 

Judge,  then,  sir,  with  what  deep  disappointment  and 
regret,  I  learned  that  the  bill  on  the  table  was  to  be  pressed 
upon  us  at  this  short  session.  It  is  quite  enough  for  me, 
that  it  proposes  a  great  innovation  upon  the  whole  course 
of  the  Government,  from  its  foundation  up  to  the  present 
moment,. and  upon  all  the  habits  of  our  people.  They  who 
see  deeper  or  clearer  into  such  matters  than  I  do,  must 
pardon  me  for  declaring  that  I  cannot  con8cientiotiely|vote 
for  the  measure  in  such  haste.  If  I  had  no  positive  ob* 
jections  to  it,  it  would  be  quite  enough  for  me,  that  I  have 
not  had  sufficient  time  to  reflect  on  it.  During  this  extra- 
ordinary session,  (for  so  it  has  been  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,)  fatigued,  harassed,  exhausted,  by  incessant  attend- 
ance, by  night  and  by  day,  in  this  hall,  it  has  not  been  in 
my  power  to  inform  myself  on  any  subject  as  I  could  have 
wished  to  be  able  to  do.  I  have  had  absolutely  no  time  for 
minute  research j  hardly  a  fow  hours  for  calm  reflection. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  cannot  vote  for  the  bill.  I 
must  go  home  to  my  constitotnts  and  talk  with  them. 
Many,  perhaps  most  of  them,  understand  these  matters 
better  than  I  do ;  but  when  I  left  them,  although  this  sub- 
ject had  been  discussed,  and  ably  discussed,  hero  and  there, 
by  an  individual  or  two,  public  attention  had  not  been 
awakened  to  it ;  and  nothing  Kke  an  opinion — certainly  no 
opinion  favorable  to  the  principle  of  the  bill — ^had  been 
formed  in  regard  to  it. 

And  here,  sir,  I  might  take  my  seat  again,  if  I  had  risen 
only,  to  explain  my  own  vote,  or  to  influence  those  of 
others,  on  the  proposed  measure.  But  the  true  issue  seems 
to  me  very  far  to  transcend,  in  importance,  that  single 
meiisnre,  important  as  it  unquestionably  is.  It  involves,  in 
my  opinion,  the  whole  credit  system  of  the  country.  I  do 
not  say  that  the  bill  on  your  table  presents  that  issue,  still 
less  that  the  Executive  message  presented  it,  or  propound- 
ed any  principle  or  opinion  that  should  lead  to  it.  But  no 
one  who  has  wotched  the  progress  of  this  discussion,  in 
this  House  or  in  the  Senate — in  or  ont  of  this  Capitol- 
will  deny  that  it  must  soon  come  to  that.  Bir,  if  there  is 
any  truth,  at  all,  in  what  has  been  urged  with  great  ability 
and  all  the  zeal,  I  had  almost  said  the  fanaticism,  of  the 
deepest  conviction,  by  men  accustomed  to  influence,  nay, 
even  to  control  public  opinion  in  different  parts  of  this 
country — if  they  have  any  idea  of  rigorously  carrj'ing  out 
the  principles  they  profes^s,  to  their  logical  consequences, 
in  p'ractice — if  what  they  say  in  ilic  highest  ploces,  on  the 
niost  solemn  occasions,  is  not  such  idle  declamation  as  such 
men  are  not  to  be  suspected  of — they  mean  that,  and 
nothing  short  of  that.  Doctrines  have  been  uttered,  with 
all  the  authority  which  can  be  imparted  to  paradox  from 
talent  ripened  by  experience,  which  seem  to  me  inconsis- 
tent with  the  constitution,  not  only  of  American,  but  of  all 
modern  society,  with  its  whole  spirit  and  tendency — with 
all  its  wants  and  all  its  ways.  I  have,  sometimes,  in  the 
course  of  the  debates,  looked  around  me  to  sec  where  I 
really  was— whether  the  shade  of  some  old  lawgiver,  some 
Minos  or  LycurgU",  had  not  been  evoked,  to  bring  a  de- 
generate age  back  to  the  stem  principles  of  Dorian  polity, 
to  an  agrarian  equality  of  property,  to  iron  money  and 
black  broth ;  or  else,  if  it  were  not  ttie  spirit  of  Benedict 


or  Bernard,  returned  to  the  holy  solitudes  of  Moate  Cimm^ 
or  Cluni,  or  Citeaux,  to  preach  to  a  world  lost  id  niriiy 
and  pleasure  the  blessings  of  poverty  and  momficatioDi 
of  the  flesh.  Now,  sir,  it  may  be  true  that  luxury,  «• 
cording  to  the  old  saw,  is  the  ruin  of  dtates,  tnd  tint 
sumptuary  and  agrarian  laws  are  necesiary  to  maiotiiB 
your  true  Spartan  discipline.  But  I  am  excesnvel;  diaig. 
clined  to  try  any  such  experiment  upon  my  conslitoenU; 
at  least  without  receiving  an  express  instroctioD,  to  tbA 
effect,  from  them.  I  am  afraid  they  have  no  liste  ft 
black  broth ;  that  Spartan  discipline  will  be  irkfomf,  nl 
even  revolting  to  them.  In  short,  sir,  I  have  retioD  tofe' 
lieve,  that,  without  being  as  deeply  imbued,  periiapi,  h 
other  people  are,  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  tbej  do  siM 
partake  too  much  of  it,  to  be  willing  to  forego  theimoy 
agreeable  objects  that  principally  engage  and  excits  it. 

Sir,  I  am  far  from  denying  that,  in  the  eye«  of  t  sieri 
reformer,  with  opinions  of  a  certain  complex bn,  thiigei* 
eration  is  a  perveree  and  crooked  one.  We  love  nsxtfi 
I  admit,  as  much  as  men  ever  did— certaioly  u  Dudiil 
they  did  in  the  Augustan  age,  nearly  two  thousiad  y«M 
ago.  The  committee  will  excuse  my  quoting  a  very  caril 
mon  piece  of  Latin  to  prove  it,  after  the  examplo  <tf  olkN 
gentlemen  in  this  debate. 

Ousirends  pecunis  primum  est ; 

Virtus  post  oummos^Hnc  Jaiuis  sumaias  ab  im 

Pnxlocet.  \ 

Make  money  by  all  means,  and  before  til  thiail 
Washim^on  street  certifies  it  to  Wall  street,  wnA  )m 
street  declares  it  to  Broadway,  and  Broadway  prodainiH 
to  Chesnut  street,  and  Chcsnut  street  pobtisbeiit  toa 
whole  country.  We  have  the  same  strong  thiist  for  m 
which  has  unhappily  afflicted  mankind  in  other  tiaa^d 
espocialiy  in  very  civilized  ages ;  and  the  only  di&reBOBi 
that  we  have  learned  how  to  acquire,  by  honest  mtami 
thousand  times  more  of  it.  I  will  add,  however,  in  jalfi| 
to  the  age,  that  it  has  made  a  great  discovery  io  n4| 
philosophy.  We  have  found  out  that — what  1  would d 
physical  civilization — a  demand  for  the  convenieiiceB  M 
accommodations  of  life,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  iM 
is,  and  must  be,  the  basis  of  all  other  civilizattoo,  M 
intended  to  be  high,  solid,  and  laMing.  Every  lealiM 
provement  in  the  condition  of  mankind  springs  oot  of,  I 
leads  to,  the  elevating  of  the  standard  of  comfort  aoond 
people.  Sir,  this  is  the  grand  work — the  misdon-^ 
modem  commerce,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  just  beginnii 
to  develop  its  mighty  resources — to  pour  oot  the  iM 
haustible  fulness  of  its  treaeures,  and  its  blessings.  A  grtj 
revolution  is  taking  place,  has  taken  place,  in  hxuutni 
fairs.  War  is  every  day  becoming  a  more  remote  coin 
gency.  I  do  not  say  an  impossibility.  I  know  basi 
nature  too  well  for  that.  I  am  fully  aware,  too,  howotf^ 
disturbing  causes,  growing  out  of  the  history  of  thcpd 
still  exist  to  prevent  the  realizing,  nil  at  once,  of  thegnl 
end  of  Christian  civilization,  the  dream  of  Henry  IV,  il 
of  Sully — the  union  of  all  nations  in  a  state  of  peace  cnl 
the  protection  of  law.  I  know,  especially,  what  is  to  I 
dreaded  in  this  respect,  from  that  dark  povver  that  bo«0 
over  the  confines  of  Europe  and  .4sia,  and  throws  its  ti 
shadows  over  both.  But  during  my  last  resilience  of  (* 
years  abroad,  I  saw  sofHcient  grounds  of  quarrel,  ioh«« 
led,  under  the  old  order  of  things,  to  twenty  wars,  i 
spreading  and  bloody  as  the  thirty  years'  war,  orthe^vc 
years'  war — and  yet  these  threatening  diflerences  pas* 
harin]es;j|y  away;  cloud  after  cloud  dissolved  as  tbeyf^ 
above  the  horizon,  leaving  the  sky  more  serene  than  hefon 
Sir,  it  is  a  favofite  phrase  of  those  who  boast  of  what 
called  the  "  I'.iarch  of  intellect,"  that  things  are  thuachang* 
Itecause  the  *<  schoolmaster  is  abroad.'*  But!  tell  Jfl 
something  far  more  effective  than  the  schoolmaster, 
mightier  than  Solomon,  is  abroad.  Il  is  the  stcam-ei 
gine,  in  its  twofold  capacity  of  a  means  of  prodiicii« 
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id  a  mp«D8  of  transport — the  most  powerful  instraineiit 
r  ftr  of  pacMcation  and  commerce,  and  therefore  of  im- 
ovement  and  happiness,  that  the  world  has  e^er  seen ; 
Ueh,  while  it  increases  capital,  and  mulii  plies  beyond 
agination  the  products  of  industry,  brings  the  most  die- 
It  people  into  contract  with  one  another — breaks  down 
tinmen  which  exclusive  legislation  would  oppose  to 
B  freedom  of  mercantile  exchanges — effaces  all  peculiari- 
•of  national  character,  and  promises,  at  no  distant  period, 
make  the  whole  Christian  world,  at  least,  one  great 
Inly.  Sir,  the  social  effects  of  this  great  instrument  of 
riern  improvement,  have  been  singularly  promoted  by  a 
neb  of  industry  in  which  the  part  of  the  country  I  have 
ilionor  to  represent  is  most  deeply  interested ;  and  I  will 
19  myself  of  this  occasion  to  coll  the  attention  of  the 
Dffiittee  to  a  view  of  our  Southern  institutions,  that 
iPf  not  have  occurred  to  it  before,  or  made  the  impression 
ODght  to  make  upon  it.  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  believe' 
It  I  do  not  speak  in  what  is  called  a  "  sectional*'  spirit ; 
rl  protest  before  God  that  nothing  can  be  further  from 
fbeart  But  let  not  those  whose  minds  have  been  re* 
itfjr  so  much  inflamed  against  what  they  consider  as  the 
Miination  of  domestic  servitude,  shut  their  eyes  to  the 
liii.  Sn-,  I  allude  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  and  its 
ini^  through  the  commerce  it  fosters,  upon  the  condition 
lodety.  Whoever  shall  write  the  political  history  of 
Ktinvaloable  plant,  will  have  a  more  important  work  to 
tttfo  than  has  ever  Allien  to  the  lot  of  a  biographer  of 
fcwien  or  philosophers.  I  will  venture  to  say,  without 
Uf  more  into  ifctails,  that  the  single  circumstance  of 
^g  the  wonderfully  cheap  fabrics  produced  by  modem 
(hinery  within  the  reach  of  even  the  humblest  of  the 
^g  classes,  of  subeiitoting  decent  and  comfortable 
bent  for  the  few  scanty  and  filthy  rags— the  squalid  ox- 
itfj  which  makes  poverty  not  only  more  painful,  but  at 
nmoro  homiliating  and  degrading  to  its  victim,  and 
Mt  disgustful  to  otbers  than  it  ought  to  be,  will  signally 
itribote  to  elevate  the  condition  of  the  poor  in  the  social 
ij^  to  raise  their  self  esteem,  and  to  increase  the  sym- 
By  of  others  for  them :  in  a  word,  to  make  them  feel 
|Biselves  men,  entitled  to  a  place  among  men  ;  not  pa- 
lls and  outcasts,  whose  contact  b  contamination.  A 
^e  well  clad  and  well  housed  will  be  sure  to  provide 
|nuelve8  with  all  the  other  comforts  of  life ;  and  it  is  the 
Bsion  of  these  comforts,  and  the  growing  taste  for  them 
^g  all  classes  of  society  in  Europe — it  is  the  desire  of 
B^  aa  it  is  commonly  called,  that  is  gradually  putting 
^  to  the  destructive  and  bloody  game  of  war,  and  re- 
'Ag  all  the  resoordes  hitherto  wasted  by  it,  for  enter- 
BBaofindastry  and  commerce,  prosecuted  with  the  fiery 
W  which  once  vented  itself  in  scenes  of  peril  and  car- 

''nt,  fir,  the  result  of  all  this  is  that  very  Inequality 
*^tb,  that  accumulation  of  vast  masses  of  it  in  a  few 
Jd^  agninst  which  we  have  heard  so  much  said  lately, 
"it  Was  something  inconsistent  with  the  liberties,  the 
JpinesB,  and  the  moral  and  intellectual  improvement  of 
'Dkind.  Gigantic  fortunes  are  acquired  by  a  few  years 
prosperous  commerce — mechanics  and  manufacturers 
al  and  surpass  the  princes  of  the  earth  in  opulence  and 
«odor.  The  face  of  Europe  is  changed  by  this  active 
•Datry,  working  with  such  mighty  instruments,  on  so 
*t  a  scale.  I  have  travelled  in  parts  of  the  continent 
^tch  the  spirit  of  gain,  with  its  usual  concomitants,  in- 
stry  and  improvement,  has  invaded  since  the  peace,  at 
jnterval  of  fifteen  years,  and  been  struck  with  the  revo- 
t»n  that  is  going  on. 

'here  is  a  singularly  beautiful,  though  rather  barren  tract 
country  between  Liege  and  Spa,  where,  in  1819,  my 
l^ntion  had  been  principally  attracted  by  the  striking  fea- 
rcs  of  a  mountainous  region,  with  here  and  there  a  ruin 
^Ht  feudal  past,  and  here  and  there  a  hovel  of  some  poor 


hind;  the  very  haunt  of  the  *' Wild  Boar  of  the  Ardennes," 
{See  Quentin  Durward)  in  the  good  old  times  of  the  House 
of  Burgtmdy.  I  returned  to  it  in  1835,  and  saw  it  covered 
with  mills  and  factories,  begrimed  with  the  smoke  and  soot 
of  steam-engines ;  its  romantic  beauty  deformed,  its  sylvan 
solitudes  disturbed  and  desecrated  by  the  sounds  of  active 
industry,  and  the  busy  hum  of  men.  I  asked  what  had 
brought  about  so  great  a  chansj^e,  and  found  the  author  of 
it — a  man  having  a  more  numerous  band  of  retainers  and 
dependants  than  any  baron  bold  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
and  in  every  respect  more  important  than  many  of  the  sov- 
ereign piinces  on  the  other  Fide  of  the  Rhine — ^was  an  En- 
glish manufacturer,  who  had  established  hinoself  ther6 
some  twenty  years  ago,  without  much  capital,  and  had  ef- 
fected alt  Uiis  by  his  industry  and  enterprise.  Such,  sir, 
is  the  spirit  of  the  age;  of  course,  in  this  young  and  won- 
derfully progressive  country,  it  is  more  eager  and  ardent, 
and  therefore  occasionally  extravagant,  than  anywhere  else. 
But  it  is  vain  to  resist  it.  Nay,  I  believe  it  worse  than  vain. 
It  is  evidently  in  the  order  of  nature,  and  we  must  take  H 
with  all  its  good  and  all  its  evils  together.  The  great  de- 
sign of  Providence,  in  giving  to  the  most  active  and  enter- 
prising of  all  races,  a  new  world  to  possess,  to  build  up  and 
to  adorn,  are  not  to  be  thwarted  by  our  policy,  even  if  we 
thought  it  good  policy  to  thwart  them ;  all  the  instincts  of 
that  race  would  revolt  at  a  system  which  would  disappoidf 
its  high  destiny. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  made  these  general  remarks,  be- 
cause, as  you  will  have  perceived,  they  have  a  direct  and 
important  bearing  upon  the  collateral  issue  presented  by  th« 
advocates  of  this  bill,  though  not  in  the  bill  itself  as  some- 
thing to  be  aceomplished  bereaHer.  In  a  eountry  so  much 
governed  by  opinion,  it  is  all  important  that  opinion  should 
be  enlightened ;  and  errors  uttered  by  disthiguished  men  in 
high  stations,  and  surrounded  with  whatever  talent  can 
contribute  to  render  them  seductive  and  imposing,  contiot, 
without  public  detriment,  be  aufiered  to  pass  tinnoticed.- 
On  this  occasion,  as  T  have  already  intimated,  it  is  far  lesii 
the  measure  proposed,  than  what  I  consider  as  the  quo 
animoofhs  advocates  here  and  elsewhere,  that  has  excited 
my' alarms  and  my  opposition.  But  I  have  olyections, 
which  t  will  now  proceed  to  state,  to  the  policy  of  the  bill 

itself. 

There  are  two  very  distinct  questions  presented  to  the 
committee.  The  first  is,  shall  the  revenues  be  collected 
only  in  gold  and  silver ;  the  second,  how  shall  they,  when 
collected,  be  kept  and  disbursed ;  shall  sub-treasuries  be 
established  by  the  Government,  or  shall  banks  be  employed 
for  that  purpose  as  heretofbre-^and  if  the  latter  cotnrse  be 
preferred,  then  shall  the  banks  be  allowed  the  use  of  the 
public  depositee,  or  shall  special  depMites  only  be  made 
with  them.  It  is  very  evident  that  these  propositions  have 
no  necessary  connexion  with  each  other,  and  that  either  of 
them  may  be  approved  or  rejected,  by  those  who  do  not 
reject  or  approve  the  other. 

As  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  specie,  my  objec- 
tions are  by  no  means  so  strong,  or  I  should  say  bo  vehement 
now,  as  they  were  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  when  gold 
and  silver  were  selling  at  a  premium  of  nine  or  ten  per  cent. 
At  that  time  it  appeared  to  mo  that  such  a  measure  would 
have  been  a  mere  wanton  act  of  oppression  upon  the  people 
of  the  States,  for  no  earthly  good  purpose  whatever.  It 
would  have  been  simply  authorizing  usurers  and  money 
brokers  to  lay  upon  the  importers,  and,  through  thespe,  upon 
the  consumers  of  foreign  goods,  that  is  to  say,  upon  the 
public,  and  especially  upon  the  planters  of  the  South,  a 
uriff  of  duties,  in  a  good  degree  arbitrai-y,  for  their  own 
benefit,  and  that  of-  the  functionorics  of  the  Government. 
Beiieviug,  as  I  did  and  do,  that  the  paper  circulation  of  the 
country,  from  the  great  and  sudden  contraction  in  conse- 
quence of  the  panic,  was  rather  too  much  reduced  than  re- 
dundant, I  confess,  as  I  said  on  o  formrr  occasion,  I  could 
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sot  we  that  jastice,  at  least  that  equity  and  good  conscience, 
made  it  imperative  upon  us  to  resort  to  so  stern  a  measure ; 
especially,  as  the  idea  of  furnishing,  by  that  means,  a 
broader  metallic  basis  for  our  circulation,  had  proved  itself, 
to  our  very  senses,  to  be  completely  fallacious.  We  all  now 
see  that  not  a  dollar  collected  by  the  Government,  and 
disbursed  by  its  creditors,  circulates  for  one  moment  as 
money,  hut  is  carefully  hoa:'ded,  and  sold  as  merchandise ; 
and  that  it  will  continue  to  be  the  case,  so  long  as,  from 
any  cause  whatever,  exchanges  shall  be  unfavorable  to  the 
country,  is  equally  evident. 

I  admit  that,  sinciB  the  fall  of  the  price  of  gold  and  silver 
to  five  per  cent.,  this  objection  loses  somewhat  of  its  weight, 
but  it  loses  none  of  its  truth.  The  same  law  of  currency 
now  operates,  though  in  a  mitigated  degree,  to  make  it  an 
objectionable  measure  to  repeal  the  act  of  1816,  and  so  to 
discredit,  pro  tarUo,  all  bank  notes  in  perpetuity.  Yes, 
air,  to  organize  panic  and  perpetuate  distrust,  so  far  as  your 
example  has  any  weight.  And  why  do  so  1  What  apol- 
ogy have  you  to  make  for  an  act  that  certainly  requires 
onel  What  public  occassion,  what  pressing  exigency  re- 
quires iti  The  message  puts  the  subject,  1  admit,  in  a 
Tary  specious  and  captivating  form ;  it  supposes  the  case  of 
a  war,  and  the  Government  to  find  its  treasure  suddenly 
tamed  into  bank  credits ;  and  we  are  asked  whether  such  a 
thing  could  be  borne.  But  admit  that,  in  case  of  war,  the 
Government  would  be  driven  to  that,  or  any  other  measure 
of  equal  or  even  greater  severity.  What  then  ?  Does  it 
follow  that  such  a  system  should  be  unnecessarily  adopted 
in  time  of  peace  1  But  the  truth  is,  that,  even  in  time  of 
war,  it  would  make  leas  dilference  to  the  Government  than 
is  generally  supposed.  Certainly  some  of  its  operations, 
distant  naval  expeditions,  and  the  like,  would  require  gold 
and  silver,  and  they  must  be  had,  at  whatever  price,  from 
within  or  from  abroad ;  but,  after  all,  with  such  credit  as 
that  of  the  United  States  now  is,  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 
that  the  nation  should  be  embarrassed,  even  for  a  single 
moment,  by  the  failure  of  it&  banks  to  pay  some  millions  in 
gold  and  silver.  Look  at  England,  in  the  eventful  period 
between  the  suspension  of  payment  in  1797  and  the  peace 
of  1815.  It  b  now  universally  confessed  that  that  meas- 
sure,  and  that  measure  alone,  boldly  empirical  as  it  was 
once  thought,  enabled  her  to  sustain  the  burdens  of  that 
terrible  conflict,  and  to  achieve  a  triumph  worthy  of  her 
generous  constancy  under  misfortune.  I  do  not,  therefore, 
see  how  even  the  necessities  of  war  would  compel  Govern- 
ment, abounding  in  such  resources  of  public  credit  as  no 
other  Government  ever  enjoyed,  to  resort  to  a  measure  so 
novel,  so  harsh,  so  inconsistent  with  the  established  order 
oi  things  in  the  country,  and  with  all  the  habits  of  the 
people. 

But  the  great  objection  with  me  is  that  which  appears 
from  a  passage  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  GAHLAiri),]  to  have  presented  itself  to  Mr.  Dallas,  in 
1816.  You  will  do  some  harm  by  refusing  bank  paper; 
considering  how  little  specie  there  has  ever  been  in  this 
country,  you  may,  by  requiring  it  te  be  paid  to  you  in  a 
large  amount  annually,  make  it  always  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise ;  you  will  thus  permanently  discredit  bank  notes, 
and  render  impossible  the  restoration  of  their  cooveriibility . 
But  that  is  not  all ;  even  should  this  mischief  not  ensue, 
you  at  least,  by  thus  rejecting  them,  to  the  whole  extent  of 
your  transactions,  abandon  the  currency  to  its  fate,  under 
the  administration  of  the  States.  You  make  no  cfibrts,  you 
exert  no  influence,  to  maintain  its  purity  and  uniformity, 
by  distinguishing  between  corporations  which  redeem  their 
notes  and  those  which  are  notoriously  insolvent.  You 
proclaim  your  distrust  of  all  of  them  alike  ;  you  write  it  in 
your  statute-book  I  however  disastrous  the  condition  of  the 
monetary  concerns  of  the  States  may  be,  through  want  of 
skill  or  want  of  concert,  you  leave  them  to  themselves,  and 
thot  when  standing  in  the  most  intimate  and  the  most  com* 


manding  relation  towards  them,  yoa  might,  if  yon  gut 
yourselves  the  least  trouble  about  the  matter,  exerci»  a 
most  salutary  control  over  them,  and  remedy  those  grnt 
inconveniences  for  the  benefit  of  us  all.  For,  sir,  it  is  aet 
enough  to  say  you  have  no  power,  strictly  eo  called,  uain 
the  constitution,  to  regulate  the  currency.  I  admh  tint 
you  have  none.  What  then  ?  Have  you  no  influence- 
influence  of  example — influence  of  precept — influence  of 
authority — influence  of  patronage — influence  of  connexioQ 
and  custom  in  business,  in  the  use  of  these  very  depoaita! 
Has  not  the  constitution  provided  that  all  defects  in  oui 
institutions- shall  be  corrected  by  amendments  regularly  re- 
commended and  introduced,  and  is  it  not  one  of  yourdatiei 
so  to  recommend  and  introduce  themi 

Why  do  you  not  urge  upeu  the  States  any  reform  yon 
may  judge  necessary  in  the  matter  1    I  appeal  to  every  ou 
that  hears  me,  what  he  should  think  of  an  individual,  trbo, 
posses^g  immense  influence  in  a  community,  with  an  io- 
come  of  many  millions  a  year,  should,  in  a  time  of  troobii^ 
coolly  withdraw  himself  from  society,  and  hoard  hiB  mon^, 
like  a  usurer  in  a  cemmereial  panic,  waiting  until  the  ex< 
treme  necessities  of  his  neighbors  shall  throw  them  upon 
his  mercy  ?     Is  this  the  morality  we  are  taught  in  oar  pii- 
▼ote  relations  ?     Shall  nothing  be  expected  from  him  to 
whom  so  much  has  been  given !     ShaJl  he  hide  bii  ligbt 
under  a  bushel  1     Shall  he  bury  his  ten  talenU  in  ths 
earth,  and  escape  condemnation  as  an  unprofitable  aenant  1 
And  shall  that  be  right  in  a  Government,  which,  in  a  pri- 
vate person,  shocks  the  mora]  sense  of  all  mankind— in  a  . 
Government  standing  towards  the  people  of  this  country  la 
relations  so  very  peculiar  1  Sir,  what  answer  would  you  hsft .. 
to  give  to  the  States,  if,  in  a  moment  of  public  oalamity^  . 
like  that  which  is  just  passing  away,  feeling  their  distresses 
aggravated  through  your  harsh  exactions  of  what  their  peo*, « 
pie  had  not  to  give,  appealing  in  vain  to  you  for  sucoer 
for  counsel,  they  were  to  hold  to  you  the  language  w; 
indignation  and  astonishment  would  naturally  inspire  oi 
such  extraordinary  circumstances  ?     If  they  were  to  ssy 
you,  "  We  have  done  every  thing  to  exalt  and  to  magnif] 
you — we  have  clothed  you  with  authority  and  aw 
have  armed  you  with  mighty  powers,  with  the  axes 
fasces  of  supreme  jurisdiction — we  have  surrounded  yoij 
with  all  the  glorious  equipage  and  pomp  of  empire,  eodow^ 
ed  you  with  a  vast  treasury,  with  fleets,  armies,  senate^ 
and  judges— that  palace,  these  gorgeous  domes — this  eepi^ 
toUumjulgenB — what  for  1    That  you  should  renounce  al| 
community  of  interest,  all  sympathy  with  us?    Thattheik 
should  be  no  ties  of  afiection  or  of  duty  between  us?  TbA' 
you  should   ostentatiously  proclaim  yourselves,  as  yoa 
worst  enemies  have  sometimes  alleged  that  your  are,  a  for* 
eign  Government  in  the  midst  of  our  country,  and  evca 
avail  yourselves  of  a  moment  of  cruel  revulsion  and  calain* 
ity,  to  make  us  feel  that  you  are  so  in  spirit  and  in  troth! 
Sir,  I  do  not  know,  1  cannot  conceive,  how  such  a  courN 
should  fail  to  strike  every  body  as  a  perversion  of  all  tba  : 
eternal  obligations  of  morality,  which  are,  and  ought  to  b^  | 
as  binding  upon  communities  as  upon  the  individuals  tbat  , 
compose  them ;  how  gentlemen  can,  at  such  a  moment  u 
the  present,  entertain,  without  emotion,  the  strange  prop- 
osition that  this  Government  should  bury  itself,  UkeS^nia-   , 
napalus,  in  a  selfish  repose,  a  degenerate  and  inglorioas  iO'   : 
difierence  to  all  the  interests  of  the  country ;  or,  if  I  eta 
make  such  a  comparison  without  shocking  them  too  mod), 
that,  like  Nero,  it  should  flddlo  while  Rome  is  buraiog. 

Agreeing,  then,  sir,  with  the  Executive  in  the  principle 
laid  down  in  the  message,  I  difier  with  it  in  the  practif*! 
inferences  deduced  from  them.  In  the  division  of  po'sr 
between  the  Government  and  the  States,  I  think  with  it| 
thnt  all  that  is  required  to  meet  this  emergency,  has  not 
been  given  to  the  former.  But  the  inadequacy  of  our  poW'  , 
ers  is  no  excuse  for  not  exerting  them  to  the  attermost  for 
the  public  good,  especially  as  there  is  reason  to  think  thalilv 
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poBvenUon  did  not  Ibfnee  the  preMDt  state  of  things.  Wcr 
SMI  do  nrach,  if  we  cannot  do  every  thing.  The  occfttion 
•111  ooly  for  a  good  will,  and  a  moderate  share  of  practical 
ilility;  and  I  hare  no  bentation  in  saying,  that  among  the 
nditinf  banking  institutions  of  the  country,  con  be  found 
nple  means  of  accomplishing  the  two  great  objects  of  re- 
iBnn;  tpecie  payments,  and  maintaining  hereafter,  in  all 
mlioa^  limes,  a  convertible  currency,  which  is  all  that 
Nctooipect  to  do. 

Sir,  f  do  not  wish  to  be  misuaderrtood.  It  is  of  the 
•aoit  importance  that  the  paper  of  the  banks  should  not 
Ml;  not  in  fact  be  depreciated,  (as  I  believe  is  actually  the 
wi,)  bat  should  be  able  to  stand  the  only  sure,  and,  to 
b  paHio  at  large,  satisfactory,  test  of  that  fact ;  I  mean 
ItovertibitUy  into  specie.  I  am  fully  aware  that  the  ac- 
Hntof  a  failure  in  the  means  of  making  their  payments 
h  Ibo  pfsdoos  metals,  is  one  against  which,  according  to 
hecoQfie  of  modern  commerce,  there  can  be  no  complete 
kukf ;  tad  that  nothing  can  be  more  absurdly  exagger- 
ta,  tkaa  the  importance  attached  to  that  occurrence,  by 
MMof  not  familiar  with  the  principles  of  banking,  when 
Ibippens  in  consequence  of  an  extraordinary  demand 
iHitbrosd,  er  a  sudden  panic  within.  Nay,  more;  I 
Iritthstttie  most  usual  eflTect  of  a  great  revulsion  io 
lie^  ia^  to  throw  much  paper  out  of  circulation ;  to  con- 
the  currency,  and  so  to  bring  down  exchanges  and 
and  raise  the  value  of  the  money  that  remains 
hands  of  the  public.  But  a  suspension  of  specie 
though  it  may  not  be  a  present  evil,  is  always 
twith  danger.  It  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  a 
n  to  put  an  end  to  it  as  soon  as  possible,  either  by 
aent  or  by  compulsion.  It  is  for  this,  among 
retioot,  that  I  so  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  the  issuing 
ly  notes;  inasmuch  as  it  relieved  us  from  the 
itj  either  of  directly  refusing  to  take  the  paper  of 
banks  st  par,  or,  by  receiving  it,  (as  we  might  other- 
very  niely  have  done,)  of  betraying  those  companies 
impolitic  enlargement  of  their  issues,  before  the 
of  payments  had  lieen  turned  in  our  favor,  as  I 
it  will  be,  by  the  coming  crop.  I  regarded  it  as  an 
t  temporary  expedient,  for  avoiding,  at  prerent, 
eboice  of  evila.  8o  far,  I  think  nothing  more  un- 
than  the  general  charge  of  insolvency  against  all 
banks,  which  is  so  inconsiderately  uttered  by  the  press, 
in  debate,  as  well  as  the  aasertion  repeated  over  and 
again,-  on  this  floor,  that  the  country  is  laboring  under 
ivs  and  depreciated  currency.  It  is  not  yet  so ; 
viH,  I  fear,  very  soon  be  so,  if  the  banks  do  not 
aa  eSort  to  return  to  specie  payments  in  the  course 
w  months.  Now  is  the  time  to  do  so :  now  that 
imaes  are  contracted ;  that  importations  have  been 
1;  that  exchanges  are  become  more  favorable;  and 
^  great  southern  crops  are  about  to  be  sent  forward 
lbs  them  null  more  so.  Let  every  one  interested  in 
^et  these  institutions,  ns  well  as  in  the  commercial 
ij  of  the  country,  exert  whatever  influence  he  may 
U»  bring  al>ont  that  result;  and  to  deliver  the  banks 
^  tbe  temptations  to  dangerous  excMs,  to  which  the  re- 
p •fan  active  and  prosperous  business  will  inevitably 
P*  them,  if  they  do  not,  once  more,  lay  themselves 
■w  the  reetraint  of  convertibility, 
fsir,  skoQld  .hey  onhappily  take  a  diffi>rent  course,  and 
lathis  Government,  after  using  all  ita  influence  and 
'^ty  to  establish  the  currency  of  the  country  on  a 
1^  footing,  fail  of  success  in  ita  most  zealous  endeavors, 
2^it  that  it  may  be  driven  to  the  necessity  of  taking 
N  of  its  own  business  and  creditora,  by  independent 
P^vn  of  its  own.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  variously 
V^feciated  currency  cannot  be  tolerated  as  the  aettled  sys- 
■vfthe  country.  The  ports  of  one  Stata  cannot  be 
'^^ned  to  those  of  anotuer,  in  this  way,  any  more  than 
faanprassttatutato  that  effwt.     Nor  ean  the  pablic 


creditor  be  justly  paid  in  money  really  depreciated — I  meau 
not  in  reference  merely  to  gold  and  silver,  which  are  them- 
selves liable  to  great  fluctualiona  in  value,  hut  to  the  gen- 
eral mass  of  commottities  that  compose  the  convianiencea 
and  neceasaries  of  life.  The  effecta  of  a  redundant  cur- 
rency, when  once  they  begin  to  he  distinctly  perceived,  are 
counteracted  by  a  general  rise  of  prices.  Money  is  twice 
as  easy  to  be  got,  but  you  have  to  pay  twice  as  much  for 
every  thing  which  it  buys.  But  there  is  one  class  of  per- 
sons who  have  no  means  of  indemnifying  themselves  by 
raising  the  nominal  value  of  their  property  or  their  claims. 
It  is  the  class  of  those  who  live  on  fixed  incomes— annui- 
tants, fundholders,  functionaries  of  States,  pensioners. 
They  are  paid  a  certain  aom,  and  with  every  diminution  in 
the  value  it  expresses,  they  lose  just  so  much  of  what  they 
are  fairly  entitled  to.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  there- 
fore, it  is  quite  clear,  that  Government  is  under  the  highest 
of  ail  moral  obligations  to  see  that  their  dues  be  not  paid 
them  in  what  is  really  worth  a  great  deal  leas  than  it  pur- 
porta  to  be. 

What  I  have  hitherto  aaid  relates  to  the  first  question 
propounded  by  the  bill  on  your  table— shall  gold  and  silver 
only  be  received  in  payment  of  Government  dues  1  As  to 
the  second  inquiry,  sir,  whether  the  revenue  shall  be  kept 
by  oflloers  of  our  own,  or  by  the  banks ;  and  if  the  latter, 
whether  in  the  shape  of  special  or  general  deposite,  so 
much  has  been  said,  and  so  ably  aaid,  upon  that  head* 
against  the  ^stem  recommended  by  the  message,  that  I 
am  very  little  disposed  te  trouble  the  committee  with  any 
additional  remarks  in  regard  to  it.  Were  I  driven  to  make 
a  choice  between  the  two  plans  refnrred  to,  I  should,  as  at 
present  adviaed,  greatly  prefer  that  of  a  special  deposits^ 
on  a  small  commission,  as  at  once  the  safest,  the  cheapest^ 
and  most  simple — as  departing  leas  from  our  previous 
customs,  and  not  being  so  liable  to  the  great  practical  ob- 
jection of  going  permanently  to  increase  the  already  enor- 
mous and  disproportionate  influence  of  the  Executive  power, 
which,  beyond  all  doubt,  far  exceeds  any  thing  that  was 
anticipated  by  the  founders  of  the  Government,  and  aerious- 
ly  threatens  to  disturb,  if  not  to  subvert,  the  whole  balance 
of  the  constitution.-  I  need  not  say  that.  I  have  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  the  present,  or  any  other  individual  in- 
cumbent. I  speak  of  the  operations  of  great  general  causes, 
and  of  a  system,  whose  efibcta  are  almoat  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  the  will  of  man.  Another  very  great  objection 
to  the  acheme  reported  by  the  committee,  is  ita  resemblance, 
or,  at  least,  ita  fearful  leaning  to  that  of  a  great  political 
bank  of  the  United  States,  of  which  a  justly  celebrated  re- 
port of  one  of  my  predecessors,  upon  this  floor,*  demon- 
strated, some  years  ago,  the  dangera  and  inconveniences, 
as  I  have  always  supposed,  to  the  universal  conviction  of 
the  people.  But  although  I  should  prefer  the  special  de>> 
posite  system  to  that  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  adopt  it.  That  immense 
benefita  have  been  confened  upon  the  country,  by  adding 
to  its  productive  capital,  the  large  amounts  of  public  money 
which  would  otherwise  have  Iain  dormant  in  the  Treasury, 
does  not  admit  of  a  question.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  in 
the  course  of  the  half  century  that  has  elapsed  since  '89, 
countless  millions  have  been  the  fruit  «>f  this  truly  paternal 
and  beneficent  system.  Our  predecessors,  Mr.  Dallaa 
among  them,  aeem  to  have  been  deeply  impressed  with 

•  Mr.  McDuAe.  Report  nf  the  Commiitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  In 
1831 .  Mr.  Oa)  latta  rsmarks  of  ihie  system  of  sab-treaaurles,  prptenied 
as  an  alu>rDBiive  ui  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  In  his  celebraisd 
pamphlet  on  that  sublcct,  that  with  ih(*  exception  uf  tb'^  power  uf  rs- 
ceivuig  private  depoaiies,  the  olijfct  of  which  provlsii)n  is  not  parcel v- 
ed,  this  M  iireciselV  the  opecl  s  of  national  bank  which  has  been  sag- 

Sflied  in  the  Presidpni's  last  meaaace,  (183U.)  The  queaiion  whether 
e  purchase  t.f  drafts  wouM,  as  we'ihink,  be  a  charge  on  ths  Trees* 
ury,  or  prove,  as  seems  m  ije  expected,  a  source  of  prufit.  Is  onp  of 
secom  lary  importance.  It  is  sufficient  to  observe  that  the  Isiues  of  the 
Siatfl  banks  could  not,  nor  Indeed  Is  It  expected  that  they  could,  be 
chsctosd  by  this  ftUor^ifoU  6jr  Mr,  L, 
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this  Tiew  of  the  subject.  They  seem  to  have  felt  them- 
selves bound  to  render  our  system  of  tazetion,  which,  even 
in  its  mildest  form,  is,  in  fact,  a  confiscation  of  private  prop- 
erty  for  public  uses,  as  little  burdensome  as  possible  to  the 
community.  Sir,  whatever  we  msy  think  of  the  pulic^  ot 
pursuing  their  footsteps  any  further,  no  one  can  deny  that 
they  are  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  country  for  the 
past ;  end  I,  for  one,  am  too  sensible  of  the  benefit,  to 
throw  it  away  without  very  mature  consideration*  unless 
under  the  pressure  of  a  cogent  necessity. 

But  we  have  been  told,  sir,  that,  far  from  being  an  inno- 
vation, this  mode  of  collecting  the  public  revenues  was 
ttniveraal  from  the  earliest  times  until  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century — that  is  to  say,  until  an  age  of  philosophic 
light  and  diffusive  civilization,  at  which  another  good  old 
plan,  established  from  time  immemorial,  the  burning  of 
witches  and  heretics,  unhappily  ceased  too.  This  coinci- 
dence certainly  appears  to  me  to  be  entitled  to  some  .con- 
sideration; the  committee  will  see,  that  in  the  matter  of 
innovation,  going  back  too  far  is  at  least  as  dangerous  as 
gf»ing  forward  too  rapidly.  But  there  has  been  another 
reference  to  the  examples  of  the  pa^t  which  struck  me  still 
more  forcibly  as  a  most  extraordinary  perversion  of  the 
lessons  of  experience.  8ir,  J  do  confess  to  you,  that  be- 
fore any  discussion  had  taken  place  in  either  part  of  this 
Capitol  on  the  subject  before  you — long  before  I  had 
heard  of  that  allusion  to  the  Qusstor,  referred  to  the  other 
day  by  my  eloquent  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Hoirr- 
XAir«]  at  the  hire  stating  of  this  project  in  its  first  conoep- 
tion  and  most  general  outlines,  certain  images  presented 
themselves  to  my  mind,  and  have  ever  since  haunted  it, 
in  spite  oF  all  I  could  do  to  banish  them.  Tb«y  were  ideas 
that,  in  my  simple  way  of  considering  such  matters,  shock- 
ed and  alttrmed  roe — ^ideas  of  Roman  conquest  and  Asiatic 
despotism.  I  thought  of  that  most  fearful  of  all  things,  a 
vast  empire  with  power  centralized  at  its  capital,  with 
commerce  centralizing  by  the  inevitable  course  of  trade, 
which  always  and  everywhere  tends  to  centralizstion,  at 
some  great  emporium,  with  its  revenues  collected  only  in 
gokl  and  silver,  to  be  hoarded,  as  was  the  way  at  Rome  and 
Babylon  or  Persepolis.  I  fancied  I  could  see  one  of  the 
Proconsuls  or  pretors — the  Bashsws  of  the  republic,  as 
M onteaquie^i  s3  justly  calls  them — WerttB^  for  example — 
going  forth  with  the  same  Qocstor,  surrounded  with  an 
army  of  publicans  or  farmers  of  the  revenue,  to  gather  the 
dues  of  Rome  in  a  devoted  province— another  Bicily — a^ 
dues  were  wont  to  be  gathered  by  the  satraps  of  that  mili- 
tary commonwealth,  that  is  to  say,  wrung  with  their  blood 
from  subjugated  nations,  whose  pleasant  places  were  Uid 
waste, without  remorse,  to  glut  the  rapscity  of  conquest.  Sir, 
I  little  imagined  that  such  a  system  would  have  been  cited, 
nay,  alluded  to,  in  this  age,  except  with  a  view  to  inspire 
the  horror  and  execration  it  ia  so  well  calculated  to  excite. 
Roman  example!  *< The  Demon  city,"  (as  it  has  been 
called  by  a  writer  of  genius — Herder,)  whooe  whole  histo- 
ry, from  beginning  to  end,  is  a  tragedy  far  deeper  and 
more  dreadful  than  the  tale  of  CEdipus  or  the  Atrids,  and 
leading  to  a  catastrophe  of  an  awful  political  justice. 
Why,  sir,  there  is  nothing  in  the  annals  of  Mongolian 
conquest,  worse  than  the  ravsges  perpetrated  by  her  con- 
aul:»-*by  Mummius,  Paulus,  utSmilius,  Sylla — in  some  of 
the  fairest  and  most  civilized  portions  of  the  earth.  There 
were  flourishing  countries,  whose  fertility  and  population 
were  exhausted  by  a  perpetual  drain  of  corn  and  gladiators 
to  feed  her  lazy  and  licentinos  populace,  and  amuse  them 
with  the  unutterable  atrocities  of  her  ampitheatre.  And 
what  was  the  end  of  all  this  misrule  1     Weakness,  pover- 

?,  desolation,  barbarism — the  Goth,  the  Vandal,  the  Hun. 
et  long  before  the  footstep  of  n  barbarian  had  been  im- 
pressed upon  the  soil  of  the  empire,  as  Gibbon  has  well 
remarked ;  long  before  that  scourge  of  God,  under  whose 
horses^  hoof  the  grass  waa  said  never  to  grow  again,  had 


been  sent  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  mankind,  in  the  ma 
of  half  a  oentury  after  Constantino  had  founded  ina 
Rome,  whole  tracts  ol  fertile  country  had  been  coupM 
depopulated  and  afaandonecL  Even  of  that  paiadise  of  li 
this  earthy  on  which  poetry  and  panegyric  have  been  « 
hausted  in  every  age,  in  all  languages,  the  Compemf 
liXf  a  very  considerable  portion  was  becnise  a  airii 
Nor,  sir,  was  this  owing  to  the  despotism  of  the  Cam 
as  an  excellent  writer  has  well  observed,  (JsooIm,)  ia  n 
erence  to  this  passage  of  the  <«  Dedioe  and  FaH,"  tail 
this  committee  will  do  well  to  raoark.  There  co-opail 
with  that  misgovernment,  a  curae  which  has  beeo  ^ 
and  is  thus  proved,  to  be  worse  than  **  the  iDcleaea^i 
the  seasons  and  the  barrenncas  of  the  earth,"  (Ad.  tinit^ 
a  decrewing  currency.  The  supply  of  the  preriooi  SN 
had  been  for  upwarda  of  two  centuries  ooatiBQaUy  di^ 
ishing,  while  the  quantity  of  them  sent  in  quest  of  In 
ries  to  the  East,  to  return  no  more,  had  beeo  iocnsaifj 
the  aame  proportion,  and  a  revenne  of  iSI5tiiO(l,OMi| 
£20,000,000  was  constantly  levied  in  gold  andalTO^ 
be  expended  at  a  diatant  capital,  or  on  the  frontieri.  1^ 
important  fact  speaks  volumes  to  us  on  this  sobjeel.  ft 
unquestionably  true  that  one  of  the  greatest  caiusiMK 
the  declining  empire,  was  a  circulation  dimiDii^^ 
frightfully  that  the  pay  of  a  general  in  the  the  dwd  «a4 
ry  waa  nominally  not  higher  than  that  of  a  pinte  k 
been  in*  the  reign  of  Augustas,  (Herder.)  8s  modi  I 
the  Roman  sub-Treasury  system*  and  the  exanpkdi 
Quttetur ! 

But,  sir,  another  obiectitfn  to  the  prcaent  eyilsio  i 
it  leads  to  flactuations  in  the  currency ;  and  (kit 
me  to  consider  the  general  efiects  of  the  credit  lyeici 
the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

I  begin  by  admitting  that  there  is  something  is 
jection,  but  by  no  means  as  much  as  is  thought  by 
who  have  not  very  atteniivvly  considered  thesebjed. 
doubtedly  if  your  revenue,  instead  of  being  oniforn, 
least  varying  very  little  from  year  to  year,  be 
fluctuate  extremely— if  a  great  surplus  like  that 
you  disposed  Isat  year  is  to  be  allowed  ever  aod 
accumulate,  and  then  to  be  withdrawn  from  one  ' 
and  scattered  among  many  others ;  to  be  again 
withdrawn  from  them,  and  ultimately  distribat«d 
leCBreDoe  to  the  wants  of  commerce  and  thecouiwi^' 
nees,  hut  on  merely  arbitrary  prindplea,  anong  tbe 
if  such  financial  blunders  are  to  be  repeated  sihs 
future  policy,  we  should  do  well  to  conflae  the 
ihem  within  ns  narrow  linaits  as  possible,  aod  event 
of  hoarding  might,  in  auch  a  case,  perhaps  de  leu 
than  all  this  vezatioua  irregularity  and  uneertsiDty 
in  the  first  place,  whose  fsult  was  that  1  Whose 
tion  oecaaioned  that  prsposteroua  accnmulstioB ! 
unequal  and  oppressive  tarilTs  extorted  from 
vast  sums  which  were  afterwarda  to  be  lavished  upon 
such  intoxicating  e£Eeela1  Yours,  sir;  tbiiHoui^ 
Congress  is  responsible  for  whatever  mischiefs  fiv* 
that  ^tranare  anomaly.  Let  the  blame  light  opoa  tbi 
of  the  guilty.  I  trust  in  Crod  we  are  not  ^^^^^J'j 
see  another  such  surplus— snd  if  we  should,  moActfli 
I  should  expect  proper  precautions  to  be  Bdo|itftitsH 
its  operating  again  so  powerfully  to  derange  the  bufli" 
the  country.  But  what  sort  of  argument  is  it  *P^ 
comparatively  moderate  deposites  made  in  the  Qwj 
course  of  thinga  by  the  Government,  to  recoBpwiJ 
banks  for  their  services  as  fiscal  agents,  and  tDeke  ttia 
less  oppressive,  that  an  enormous  accumulation  lifc*' 
referred  to,  so  capriciously  disposed  of,  so  violeDl^ 
ferred  from  one  place  of  depoeite  to  another,  ^tm 
much  evil  ?  And  here,  sir,  I  beg  to  ask  genileoieB,  ^ 
er  it  has  ever  occurred  to  them  to  inugine  ^^^f^ 
have  been  the  eflect^what  wouki  always  be  tbe^ 
of  such  an  accumulatioa,  if  it  had  besft  m  gokl  iiid  w* 
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Whit  if  oar  revenuet  gbouM  ever  again  amount' to  what 
Ikj  were  in  1S15  ?  Wilt  tny  nan  nndertake  to.  say 
tb(  tlM  tbtrtradioQ  from  the  circulation  of  the  comaierpial 
vffU  ftf  10  large  a  sumr  as  forty  or  Afty  millions  of  specie, 
muU  not,  St  any  time,  occasion  a  serious  derangement  of 
bmiaa  and  Cilt  of  prices  abroad,  attended  witk^  all  the 
Mil  evils  of  such  an  event  1'  1  shall  advert,  hereafter, 
■m  psrticularly,  to  the  important  sttli^ect  of  the  supply 
tf  tk^predoQs  metals  for  the  purposoa  of  commeite;  but 
\im  call  the  attention  of  tl\e  -committee  to  a  view  of  it 
itt  if  entiUed  to  their  profound  consideration^  If  I  do 
■k^iestly  err^  in  all  the  concludioos  to  which  I  have  beea 
}ft^i  by  my  researches  in  this  matter,  no  calculation 
||rteiQadeof  the  elft^t  which  the  adoption*-^  will  not 
Mofttu  **hard  money  ■eystem,?'  but  of  au^  sytem  what* 
NkoUhig  for  a.mnefa  greater  demand  of  the  {nvcious 
|IM»— might  have  upon  lbs  £tftte  ot  trade. 
ir,  1  have  said  that  the  importance  of  these  ftuduations 
',tb»  paper  currency  of  a  covntry,  have  been  very  much 
ed.  Some  people  eeem  to  think  m  expansion  in 
eircalaling  medltKn  must  always^  be  attended  with  a 
riie  in  pricec^  and  a  spirit  of  e'xtravagant  specola- 
But  it  is  not  so.  Mr.  Tociko  has  sbown  that  these 
ihings  hsTe  in  fact  very  8c)d<mi  <'eiQcided--^hat  spec«> 
depends,  in  the  first  instance,  upon  moral  canaea 
I;  im«>ttiected  with  the  state  of  the  currency  ;  and, 
an  abundance  of  money  may,  and  dote  aggra- 
die  evil  where  It  ezisU^  yet,  by  itself,  it  never  leads 
excitement.  Take  any  example  of  a  commercial 
jwt  please,  and  yon  will  find  thiit  there  ware  extta- 
ctreomslanees  which  acted  on  the  imaginatipnt  of 
rid  pictures  of  gefteraf  proepeiity,  bright  visions  of 
success  in  new  channels-  of  trader  and  adventnses 
ootried.  Thece  is  a  remarkable  proof  of  this  in  the 
convulsion  in  £itgland  in  19^  the  most  serious 
that  she  has  evgr  passed  through..  In  1^22  there 
I  most  depress^  stale  of  prices  below  the  cost  of  pro* 
The  bwertng  of  the  ir^rcst  on  au  immense- 
of  Government  stock  iu  18'iS  and  'S4,  ougeiidered 
fiticnt  desire  of  more  profitable  investments/  Then 
llu  acknowledgment  oi  the  independence  of  the 
AjDerican  States,  with  Jiofies  of  advantageous  loans 
Q^  Governments,  of  great  mining  speculations, 
AT  a  vast'  extension  uf  aU  branches  of  trade,  upon 
tkat  great  political  evcot»  it  was  suppoi^ed,  could 
1  to  produce  sudden  and  iftcateulable  efT^ts.  The 
of  adventure  thus  awakeired,  soon  spread  itself 
!fl  6Ter  every  department  of  commerce ;  and  a  moral 
as  it  baA  been  well  termed,  broke  out,  such  as 
icy  of  Govecnokent^  of  frcO'-  Government  at  least, 
poonbty  control  But  the  same  excitement  would 
scarred  had  the  drculution  of  j5ng1and  been  metal- 
W,  air,  a  proof  of  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that, 
to  a  leog  series  of  good  harvcKts,  and  to  the  prepa- 
whifh'  the  Bank  of  England  had  beeti  making  to 
e  goU  fur  the  BHtall  notes  whic*h  still  circulated  in 
^r  treasure  was  unusually  larg^,  (something  like 
<KM),OQO  instead  of  £10,000,000,  it^r  regular  maxi- 
)asid  so  far  as  her  issues  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
Pvg  ibe  spirit  of  circulation^  it  was  not  a  deficfuncy, 

i*a  excess  of  ho&ion  that  occaaloued  the*  mischief-^ 
■tiwas  the  cast  in  this  eouulry  during  the  last  two 
V^  I  lay^  sir,  this  spirit. of  specuLitioa  is  incipient  to 
^Tentncotts  operHtions  of  commerce,  and  it  mnk^s  no 
Pmre  whether  those  operations  he  carried  on  in  specie 
b  paper.  The  gentlempn  from  I'cnnsylvania  who  sits 
*  "w>  V^T.  SkKosAXT,]  anticipatod  mo  in  citing  the 
^plesf  the  &moii4  bubble  year  in  England,  (1721,) 
P^  as  he  justly  remarked,  the  circulation  of  that  coun- 
Bigki  be  conjMtlcced  as  almost.  ex<*lujiively  metHlUc,  for 
dittoes  of  the  bank  were  ^hat  tiicy  had  been  for  soiiie 
la  beioie,  only  ahout  £2,000,000,  .iml.nul  more  thim 
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half  what  they  were  in  a  few  years  after,  in  a  state  of  per- 
fect calm.  But  I  will  add  another  instanee,  a  most  mem- 
orable and  instructive  one,  -from  our  own  history.  If  this 
country  has  ever  been  blessed  with  a  purely  metallic  cur- 
rency, it  was  shortly  after  the  peace  of  *83,  and  from  that 
epoch  until  the  establishment  of  (he  first  Beok  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  sir,  if  a  man  were  called  to  point  out- 
thiit  era  io  it^  history  in  which  ita  peeunlary  condition 
was  most  deplorable,  he  would,  without  hesitatton,  name 
that.  There  was  a  want  of  money,  even  to  transact  the 
ordinary  business  of  life*;  a  good  portion  of  the  little  tiade 
left  us  was  carried  on  by  barter;*  industry  was  languish • 
ing  for  want  of  the  means  of  exchanging  its  products ;  no- 
body had  any  credit ;  all  wae  embarrassiaeat,  desponden- 
cy, and  gloom.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  distress,  there 
waa  «  ery,  not  for  hard  money,  as  in  tlie  present  crisis-—, 
they  had  enongh  of  that,  in  one  sense,  at  least — but  for  the 
good  old-fashioned  (wper  money  issued  hy  the  States,  acd 
the  discontents  of  soiue  of  the  bolder  and  most  active 
spirits  of  New  England  broke  out  into  open  revolt  against 
society,  and  serioiksly  threatened  its  overthrow.  Sir, 
njDver  since  we  have  been  a  people,  have  we  passed  through, 
a  period  so  full  ttf  perils  of  all  sorta !  Never  was  the  mo- 
nritly  of  the  nation  put  to  «o  severe  a  trial ;  or  its  peace 
add  its  institutions,  and  its  destinies  brought  so  near  to 
the.  veiy  edge  of  the  precipice.  And  what  was  the  imnie- 
diate  cause  of  all  this  intense  pecuniary  distress?  Spec- 
ulation, sir,  far  wilder,  in  proportion,  than  any  that  has 
sinee «oecu¥red.  We  had  imported  in  the  two  first  years, 
after  the  peace^  a  large  amount,  $30,000,000,  against  ex- 
ports of  some  eight  or  nine  mitliontfl  Look  into  Pitkin*s 
Statistics/  And  yet  with  a  fart  from  our  own  history,  sq 
important,  so  authentic,  so  full  of  instruction  on  all  the. 
points  involved  in  this  discussion^  you  hear  able  and  lead*' 
in^  men  «peak  of  the  epirit  of  speouiation,  aa  something 
inseparably  connected  with  paper  money  alohe«  Ko,  sir, 
it  results  from  what  is  called  the  <*  course  of  tmde,"  iu  its 
perpetual  round  of  quieacenco-^improvemeDt — increasing 
cou6denc»<-^prosperify — excitement— ovortrading^—con- 
vttlsion—- stagnation — pressure — dislfess— ending  in  quies- 
cence again.f  Nor  is  it  by  bank  issues,  even  where  banks 
most  abound,  that  it  is  supplied  with  the  nieana  of  com- 
passuigits  object.  In  1825,  it  is  said  that  mercantile  pa- 
per to  the  amounl  of  near  $600,000,000  was  negotiated  in 
London.  Mr.  Rothschild  mentions  that  his  house  receiv- 
ed, in  the  course  of  two  months,  bills  to  the  amount  of  a 
million  and  a  half, 4  wlule  the  circulation  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  the  country  banks  together,  did  not  exceed . 
thirty  millions.  It  is  commercial  credit  and  private  loans, 
that  at  such'  {periods  en^urage  and  sustain  those  great  and 
perlk)us  operations— oiot  .banks,  not  bank  notes,  not  redun- 
dant currency,  strictly  so  called. 

But,  if  banks  do  not  occasion  such  excllemenU^  ^ey, 
on  the  other  hand,  greatly  niitigat.e  the  elTccls  of  the  revul-- 
slon  that  follows*.     We  had  no  banks  tu  this  country  in 
'86  Co  help  the  people  in  their  distress,  as  the   Bank  of 
England  aided  and  saved  the  commercial  community  of 
Engiand  in  1825.  ^ 

But  let  us  look  a  Utile  ntore  closely  mto  the  causes  of 
the  late  excjtenient  in  the  moneyed  and  commercial  inter- 
ests of  this  country.  In  my  opinion,  they  have  been  too 
partially  couMdered,  and  we  have  Added  to  our  other  mis- 
fortunes mutual  reproaches,  which  are  certainly  (I  speak 
it  with  the  profoundest  defi;rencc  for  the  vrry  able  persons 
with  whom  1  dilTer)  not  all  of  them  well  founded.  T^e 
merchants,  as  a  body,  have  been  censured  for  imprudent 
and  profiigate  speculation.  They,  in  turn,  accuse  the  Gov- 
ernment of  a  wanton  ind  even  wicked  tampering  with  the 
great  interest^  of  commerce^  which  Governments  seldom 

*  WashingloD'B  wrHingv,  \\>i.  IX.    HamUu>n*s  rrporl  on  (bo  Bank 
t  Mr.  J?  Jopcs  U'^jJl    t" MiaHtmof  E\iJoncp,"3<c.  Ux  l^H.     . 
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touch  without  doing  some  mischief.     Sir,  I  do  not  think 
this  a  fit  occasion  for  angry  recrimination,  and  having  bcpn 
absent  during  the  conflict  to  which  I  allude,  1  desire  to 
mingte  as  little  as  possible  in  the  passions  of  the  past.     T 
must  say,  however,  that  I  incline  to  believe  more  import- 
ance has  been  attached  to  the  specie  circular,  in  a  mere 
economical  point  of  view,  ([  say  nothing  of  its  political 
character,)  than  it  deserves.     I  ifo  not  mean  to  aflfirm  that 
it  bad  not  its  share  in  adding  to  the  embarrassments  of  the 
money  market  after  the  revulsion  had  began.     But  the 
tide  had  tm^ned  before.     'I^et  paper  was  issued  here  on 
the  1  Itb  of  July,  163'6.     Now,  as  early  as  the  Ist  of  July, 
the  Bank  of  England  had  felt  itself  constrained  to  adopt  a 
coarse  which  led  to  an  instant  fall  of  prices,  and  this  fall 
of  prices  was  in  a  short  time  as  much  as  20  or  30  per  cent. 
Mr.  Horsley  Palmer,  in  the  pampl)Iet  already  alluded  to, 
admits  the  fart,  and  Josti^es  the  proceeding.     Hahes  eon- 
Jttentem  reum.*     Now,  eir,  be  pleased  to  consider  what 
frightful  havoc  a  loss  of  20  or  30  per  cent,  on  1,500,000 
bales  of  cotton  alone  would  occasion  in  the  commercial 
world,  especially  when  such  a  terrible  deficit  happens  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  contraction  of  bank   issues,  and  great 
scarcity  in  the  money  market,  at  a  p<*riod  of  prodigious  ex- 
citement in  every  branch  of  trade,  (for  it  is  then  only  that 
contractions  arc  dangerous,  )and  of  speculative  investments 
in  every  sort  of  enterprise.  The  Bank  of  Eriglarid,  through 
its  deputy  governor,  alleges,  in  justification  of  its  course, 
that  its  treasure,  which  was  just  beginning  to  recover  from 
the  drain  occasioned  by  speculations  in  Spanish  and' For •' 
tuguese  funds,  during  the  year  1834~^another  phrensy  of 
the  times,  that  led  to  a  catastrophe  which  I  witnessed  in 
the  spring  of  1835,  and  in  hard-money  countries,  too-^- 
was  again  reduced  by  drafts  made  upon  it,  tar  various  pur- 
poses, in  America,  to  the  amount  of  £2,600,000.     Of 
this  amount,  jBl, 200,000  was  burrowed  for  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ;  the  rest  came  over  to  be  laid  ont,  no 
doifbt,  in  canal  and  railway  or  bank  stock ;  or,  to  supply, 
as  Mr.  Palmer  supposes,  the  vacuum  in  onr  circulation 
occasioned  by  the  prohibition,  in  some  of  the  States,  of 
small  notes,  or  the  new  demand  for  gold  consequent  upoti 
the  diange  introduced  by  the  goTd  bill,  in  tho  session  of 
1835.     Sir,  as  tho  guardian  of  the  currency  of  England, 
the  bank  was,  no  doubt,  on  strict  principle,  justified  in  per- 
suing that  cautious  policy,  in  imposing  a  salutary  check 
upon  speculation  ;  hut  I  have  very  great  doubts  whether  it 
dtd  not  go* too  far;  and  whether  its  sudden  and  tather  vio- 
lent interference  with  the  natural  course  of  things,  has  not 
been  attended,  in  England  as  wcTI  as  in  this  country,  with 
evil  consequences  that  might  have  been  avoided,  or  at  least 
very  much  mitigated,  had  exchanges  been  left  to  correct 
themaelvcs,  as  they  have  a  natural  tendency  to  do.     It  is 
a  circumstance  worthy  of  the  particular  attention  of  the 
committee — and  I  advert  to  it  to  sliow  that  nothing  can  bo 
more  unjust  than  the  charge  of  profliga^  speculation  made 
against  the  great  body  of  our  merchants,  Xhnwever  individ- 
uals may  deserve  censure,} — that,  from  1831  until  late  in 
the  autumn  of  1836,  exchange  with  Europe  never  fell  be- 
low, and  was  oftei»much  above  par,  although  the  apparent 
balance  of  trade  was,  during  that  period,  steadily  and  great- 
ly against  us.     Sir,  this  singular  phenomenon  is  now  satis- 
&ctorily  explained.     We  know  that  it  was  owing  to  itn- 
mense  investments  of  British  capital  (much  of  it,  no  doubt, 
sent  over  in  the  shape  of 'goods,)  in  the  United  States, 
quite   independent  of  the  ordinary  commercial   balance. 
For  example,  a  run  was  made  upon  the  Bank  of  England, 
in  May,  1832,  during  the  agitation  that  accompanied  tho 

•  The  Osiisai  and  Cons«Hiaeiiefisofth(^  Prrsnire  upon  tlie  Money 
Market,  with  a  staiftment  of  tftc  aiftion  of  ihe  Bank  of  Etui.tfuK  inmx 
the  Isi  <<  Octolier,  1833,  to  the  27ih  of  Dccetnber,  1838,  l^  J.  Horsley 
P«lmer,Eaq.    Londuii,  1837.  »         '    /  w 

«  The  fair  In  pric*^s  oraimnsiall  the  leading  ariiclPir  (€raw  pnidiice, 
(su(;ar,  coffee  tea,  silk,  couon,  &r,)  from  the  ist  of  July  last,  when  the 
nto  of  f Merest  was  first  advanced,  has  not  b«»en  l^ai  than  from  90  to 
30  per  cent."— p.  23. 


pacing  of  the  Reform  Bill,  to  the  amonat  of  £t,000,Oli 
which  never  returned  to  (he  bank,  and  i*as  sopponl 
have  been  hoarded,  but  which  I  believe  came  hither.  Tl 
circumstance  was,  at'lhe  time,  littributed  tot  political  tni 
to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  great  me 
ure  then  before  Parliament.  \  have  reason,  kowem, 
know,  that  the  punic  was  by  no  means  feigned  \  tliat ) 
prehensions  of  revolution  were  seriously  entsnalned 
many  of  the  higher  classes  id  England;  and,  astbep 
xatxii  of  our  national  debt,  and  our  immense  procpeti 
had  called  the  attention  of  European  capitalisu  to  thii'eot 
try,  large  'amounts  were  sent  hither,  not  onljinqaei) 
higher  interest,  but  as  a  safer  investment  than  cosU  be  A 
at  home ;  for  in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  cipi^  i 
go  abroad,  in  spile  of  all  the  contrivances  of  Goverenw 
recommended,  I  regret  to  say,  by  Mr.  Palmer,  to  pfcfi 
it  seeking  more  profitable  employment  there.  We  ka 
all  this  now^  and  we  see  what  this  vai^t  inHux  of  Bdf 
gold  and  British  credit  had  to  do  with  prices  and  ipcei 
tion  here ;  but  who  saw  it  then  t  How  was  the  oerti 
to  know  what  was  at  band  1  That  the  ground  opon  all 
he  stood,  or  thought  he  was  standing,  covered  atf  iiiyii!| 
Was  so  soon  to  open  and  swallow  him  up;  that  tlMidl 
of  most  flattering  prosperity  which  had  for  tn  ji 
excited  and  entranced  his  senses,  '^as  to  vaniafa  In 
dream,  at  the  touch  of  a  foreign  Power  ? 

A  great  many  circumstances  conspired  to  kccpvpj 
delusion,  and  even  seme  which  one  might  ha^e  dKnj 
would  produce  the  very  opposite  effect.  Tboa  the 
of  the  deposites,  and  the  panic  and  contractioD  in 
consequent  upon  that  measure,  led  to  further  imj 
of  the  precious  metals,  and  accord  ipgly  it  appears  that  I 
was  an  accession  of  nearly  twelve  millions  ofqtecieiol 
single  year.  A  metallid  basis  was  thus  formed  for^ ' 
ordinate  number  of  banks  chartered  by  the  State 
tures,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  United  Statea  Bank;^ 
still  greater  aliment  was  added'to  the  spirit  of  sf 
already  excited  by  the  high  prices  of  produce  in  Be 
atid  the  unprecedented  demands  for  the  public  lands  i 
West,  by  emigration  from  abroad.  The  idea  ibat 
cessivc  circulation  was  the  sole  canse  of  all  the  mil 
an  idea  encouraged  both  by  the  friends  of  a  nationalj 
and  by  the  enemies  of  ail  banks— -appears  to  one' 
fallacious.  It  is  in  vain-to  state,  as  is  so  contiBuallji 
in  such  discussions,  the  amount  of  currency  at  one 
and  to  compare  it  with  that  amount  at  another, 
any  reference  to  the  amount  or  the  prices  of  the  m 
ties  it  hA»  to  circulate.  No  sotnd  infcreocc  can  bei 
from  tho  naked  fact  ot  such  a  dJifcrence.  For  li 
had  tho  price  of  produce  not  fallen  in  the  English 


only  so:  but,  iu  periods  of  great  excitement,  it  ■" 
merely  the  products  of  our  industry  that  we  aell;  il»i 
simply  the  annual  income  of  the  land  and  labor  ^' 
country  that  is  exchangetl,  but  the  very  soil  itself jj 
whole  cx)untry,  wiihall  that  it  ctmtains,  is  in  the  aw 
This,  to  tho, extent  to  which  it  is  carried,  is  a  pecali 
of  our  people.  Sir,  I  do  not  mention  this  as  a  'WTj 
posseasing  or  honorable  trait  in  our  character;  I  bm 
it  simply  as  a  fact  We  have  no  local  adachiiKOtivl 
erally  speaking ;  nMhing  beam  the  preHum  ejfi^^ 
our  eyes.  If  an  estate,  a  residence  in  towa,  a  eoat 
aeat,  rises  a  little  Itoyond  what  we  are  accustoaied  »■ 
its  value,  it  is  sold  without  any  hesitaiioii.  Acrerwf 
there  is  ill  such  times  a  capacity  lor  absorbing  an  a*P*^ 
currency  in  this  country,  greater  perhaps,  iA  P'^'P?*! 
than  was  ever  known  in  ahy  other  country.    I  •n*  *"  *^ 


ion,  therefore^  that  prices  in  the  United  tJtatei  ^\ 
general,  not  rehttvely  much  higher  than  etoewhew,  <!«■ 
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b ImI twoyMM,  exospt  m oka  where,  on  ^  usaml  re-> 

E'  B  of  dcmod  and  supply,  it  was  easy  to  aocount  for 
JiMf  ao.    By  far.the  greateat  ameont  of  apeeulatioiv 
1^  o»  doubt  waa  carried  on  in  private  paper.  '  But  of 
if  M»Q  as  a  M  took '  place  >tn  thai  great  leading 
flooiiiiodity  in  which  we  pay  oqr  foreign  debts,  and 
thetaliaa  afiectr  that  of  4iliaoat  every  thing  else  in 
cflODtry,  aod  that,  too,  to  ao  fem^  an  amount  as  80 
,000,900,  the  currency  became  (before  the  falteeon- 
)  at  once  radondant.     It  wa«^  precisely  as  if  prop- 
to  the  value  of  8  or  #400^000,000  liad  been  swallowed 
Utt  tea,  for  it  deatroyed  the  income  of  proper^  to 

•DMMlDt 

this  view  of  the  causes  thatfll  to  the  present  dis- 
^  do  not  aae  ^bat  inference  can  be  drawn  from  it 
bk  to  the  connexion  that  has  always  subsi'Sted 
the  {jrovermnent  and  baoka.    It  ts  one  of^  those 
f  ravulaion»  to  which  the  adventurous*  apirtt  of 
I  will  always  be  exposed,  organize  your  currency 
will,  and  take  what  pains  you  please  to  diiriinish 
IMS  of  excitement.     In  this  country  espeeiaUy, 
OQt  so  many  temptations  to  foreign  capital,  so 
liopei.tp  enterpriae,  such  dazzling  prjzes  to  fortunate 
I,  with  a  people  distinguiffbed  abttve  all  bthera  by 
iotslligence,  aagactty,  activity,  and  boldneaa  in  tfffaira, 
periodi  of  crisis  and  convulsion  are  inevitable,  and 
i8> which  they  can  possibly  do  would  he  half  so 
the  enly  prevantive  that  would  ineure  us  against 
iQrrsnce---the  entire  extinction  of  the  apirit  that 
awn, 
10  the  general  decfaupation  against  banking,  we  have 
the  eiperienee  of  the  most  prpsperous  nations  in 
M.    There  is  a  country,  for  instance,  whose  wh^le 
is  of  paper,  where  one  aeldora  meets  with  a  piece 
and  whose  banking  companiea,  whether  with  or 
ebarter,  subjected  to  no  restraints  or  control,  but 
ipdqg  out  of  the  vigilance  of  a  frde  and  eager  com- 
have,  for  upwards  of  a  century  together,  con» 
Ibeirafllairs  with  so  much  skill,  integrity,  and  pru>> 
ff  not  only  never  16  have  occasioned  any  loss  either 
'  Gcor  the  parties  interested,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
ifesfion  of  all  competent  judges,  to  have  conferred  . 
bleaaings  upon  both ;  t9  have  contributed  more 
single  caoae»  perhaps  than  all  other  causes  pot 
to  bring  out  and  develop  completely  all  the  re* 
oi  the  land,  to  foster  iiiduatry,  to  animate  enter- 
>od,  by  #n  abon«lant  supply  of  the  means  of  er- 
to  tarn  its  capital  tfnd  lador  to  the  greatest  posaitiie 
whsfe,  in  addition  to  theae  economical  advanta- 
bave-contriveci  fo  ezerci«e  a  high  moral  control, 
censorial  authority,  over  the  community,  and  es- 
the  hum  liter  claases  of  it,  by  beatowing  rewards  in 
of  credit  upon  induairy  and  economy,  and  lend- 
n  good  personal  character,  as  if  it  were  aolid  capi* , 
through  a  aysrem  of  caah  accouota  an.d  interest 
■nail  depoeites,  have  given' to  the  deaerving  laborer 
biBed  advantages  of  a  aavinga  bank  and  a  friendly 
;  a  country  which  haa  madegre«tor*pnnms,  with- 
laentioned,  than  any  other  in  EJI^^;  with 
re  second  (if  second)  only  to  that  of  Flanders ; 
a  floQriiihiog  commerce;  with  manufactutec  of  the 
extern,  and.  the  most  exquisite  rofiUement;  whose 
hs's  almuet  kept  pace  ^  ith  oura,  whose  whdfe  lace, 
tUoen  and  heanty,  bears  testimony  to  the  spirit  of 
eot  that  has  animated  her :  what  country  ia  that  1 
,  sir.    Every  body  has  hear  I,  or  ought  10  have 
^  the  Scotch  systam  of  banking ;  and  I  nsk  if  any 
«ui  be  more  irreconcilable  with  the  thenries  so  eonfi- 
idvaneed.bere,  than  facts  connected  with  its  history  ! 
>  >ir,  what  may  be  said  in  reply  to  this  otherwise 
sKample.    I  am  aware  that  the  Scutch  hanks 
tn  isaaaotnaaMrtgn.  b«Ni  nrmifynil  to  le«».i^n  tha 


Bank  of  England ;  that  objectiona  have  been  made  by  high 
authoriiiea  to  the  principles  on  which  they  have  been  con- 
ducted, and  that  other  persons,  admitting  their  un^aeMioiiF 
able  usefulneas  and  succeas,  have  aacribed  it  to  carcumetan* 
oea  which  render  the  system  an  unfit  model  fbr  imitation 
elsewhere.    -Be  it  so.     But  still  it  is  banking;  banking  on 
the  English  plan,  with  a  very  inadequate  supply,  scarcely 
any  supply  of  buHion ;  banking,  without  limitAion  or  con- 
trol, without  any  reference  ot  reeponaibility  to  Government ; 
banking,  in  a  word,  tvith  all  the  defeets  imputed  to  thai 
system  in  their  most  exaggeiUted  forms. 
^    But  if  this  example  be.  not  aatisfactory,  let  us  lo^  at 
the  experience  of  the  twe  other  countries  in  which  the  syor 
tern  eitists,  and  exists,  ^m  we  are  told,  in  its  most  vicjoua 
state— t^ngtand  and  the  United  BtaUn.     Look  at  there- 
suits.     I  have  no  faith  at  all  in  apectilative  politica..    A 
theorist  in  Government  ia  as  dangerous  as  a  theorist  in 
medicine  or  in  agriculture,  and  for  preciaely  the  aame 
reaaon— ^the  aubjecta  are  too  complicated  and  too  obacura 
for  simple  and  decisive  experiments.     I  go  for  undisputed 
results  in  the  long  run.     Now,  surely  a  philosophical  in« 
qiiirerinto  the  history  of  tbecommeree  and  puhlic^oooo- 
my  of  nattona,  if  he  aaw  a  people  pre<eminently  diatin- 
guished  In  thoae  particulars  above  all' others,  would  be  in- 
eiin'ed  to  ascrUie  their  superiority  to  what  was  peculiar  in 
their  institutions;  a^  leaat  whatever  migbt  be  hia  ideaa  a 
prion  on  such  sul*)ecta,  he  would  be  ^ery  slow  to  dM»y  to 
any  remarkable  peculiarity  in  thoae  institutions  its  full  im- 
portance aa  one  of  the  pmbable  caoeee  of  the  succeaa  whioh 
he  witnessed,  unleaa  he  •  could  clearly  show  tbb  contrary. 
Then,  sir,  by  what  example  are  we  to  be  guided  in  such  , 
matters,  if  not  by  that  of  England — by  far  the  moat  mag- 
nificent manifestation  -diat  the  world  in  any  age  of  it  haa 
ever  beheld-,  of  tha  might  and  the  grandeur  of  civilised 
life  ?     Sir,  I  hare  weighed  every  syQable  that  I  utter  ^  I 
express  a  delilierate  conviction,  founded  upon  a  patient  in-  ' 
quiry  and  a  compariaon,  aa  Complete  as  my  limited  knowl- 
edge has  eualded  me  to  make  it,  between  the  paat  and 
present  condition  of  mankind,  and  between  the  great  na- 
tion of  which  I  am  spesking,  and  those  which  aiirronnd 
her.     Sir,   there  is  a  gulf  between  them— that  narrow 
ehanoel  separatee  worlds — it  is  an  ocean  more  than  three 
thousand  miles  wide.     I  appeal  to  any  one  who  h^s  been 
abroad,  >vhether  going  from  England  to  any  part  of  the  con- 
tinent be  not  deHoooding  Immensely  in  the  acale  of  civili- 
zation t     I  know,  sir,  that  that  word  is  an  ambiguous  one. 
I  know  that  in  some  of  the  graces  of  poKahed  society,  in 
some  of  the  arts  of  an  elegant  imsgination,  that  in  the  ex- 
act sciences,  and  in  mere  learning  and  general  intellectual 
cultivation,  some  nations  have  exctslled,  perhapa,  many 
equalled  England.     But  in  that  civilization  which,  as  I 
have  said  liefdre,  it  is  the  great  end  of  ibodern  pditicat 
economy  tu  promote^  and  which  is  immediately  connected- 
with  the  aubjrtt  befbi^  you— which  at  once  aprings  out  of 
and  leads  to  the  accAimulation  of  capital,  and  the  diatribu- 
tion  of  wealth  and  comfort  through  all  daases  of  a  com- 
munity, with  an  immtoae  aggregate  of  national' power  and 
reaources— that  civilisatjon  wbidi  enablea  man  to  «  wield 
these  elements,  and  arms  him  with  the  force  of  all  their 
ragions,"  which  givea  him  dominion  over  all  other  crea- 
tures, and  makea  him.  emphaticaHy  the  lord  of  the  uni^ 
verse— that  civilization  >wbich  consists  not  in  music,  not 
^  in  playing  on  the  fiute,  as  the  Athenian  hero  said,  Imt  in 
turiting  a  amaU  eity  into  a  great  on»— in  <hat  victorious, 
triumphant,    irresistible  civilization,  there  is  notUng  re- 
corded in  the  annala  of  mankind  that  does  not  aink  into 
the  ahadaa  of  the  deepest  eclipse  by  the  side  of  England. 
J  say  nothing  of'  her  rtoent  achievements  on  the  land  and 
the  saa^— of  her  fieeta,  her  armies,  her  euheidized  alliea. 
Look  at  the  Thamea  crowdad  ^th  abipping— visit  her 
arsenals,  her  docks,  her  ctfhalst  her  railways,  her  factories; 
her  diinas,  bar  WitOfiouses,  her  roads,  and  bridges — ^o 
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Ihrough  the  streeta  of  ihst  woDdeiform^tropolia,  the  bank, 
the  emporiam,  and  the  exchange  of  the  whole  world— 
eonverae  with  thove  merchente  who  conduct  end  control, 
as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  control,  the  commerce  of  ali  na- 
tions, with  those  manufacturers  who  fill  every  market  with 
their  unrivalled  products — go  into  that  bank  which  is  the 
repository  of  the  precious  metals  fur  all  Europo-'-consider 
i\»  notes,  atf  well,  as  the  bills  of  private  bankers,  at  a  pre- 
mittm  everywhere,  more  valuable  than  specie,  symbols  not 
merely  of  gold,  but  of  what  is  far  more  precious  thsn^old-, 
yea,  than  fine  gold,  of  perfect  good  faith,  of  jiniilemished 
integrity,  of  aagacious  enterprise,  of  steadfast,  persevering 
industry,  of  boundless  wealth,  of  busin<iss  co-extenttive 
with  the  earth,  and  of  ali  these  things  possessed,  exercised, 
enjoyed,  protected  under  a  system  of  Kberty  chastened  by 
ibe  law  which  maintains  it,  and  of  law  softened  and  mill- 
gated  by  the  spirit  of  liberty  which  it  breathes  throughout. 
Sir,  I  know,  as  well  as  any  one,  what  compensations  there 
are  for  all  this  opulence  and  power,  for  it  ia  the  condition 
ot  onr  being  that  we  «boy  our  blessings  at  a  price."  I 
know  that  there  are  disturbing  causes  which  hsve  hitherto 
marred,  in  some  degree,  the  effect  of  this  high  and  mighty 
civilization ;  but  the  band  of  reform  has  been  already  ap- 
plied to  them,  and  every  thing' promises  the  most  aui«pi- 
«ioas  reBolts.  I  hvwe  it  on  the  most  unquestionable  author- 
ity, because,  from  an  unwilling  witness,,  that  within  the 
memory  of  man,  never  were  the  laboring  classes  of  Eng- 
land so  universally  employed,  and  so  comfortably  situated, 
aa  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year.* 

But  I  said  that  there  was  another  mttion  that  had  some 
experience  in  banking  and  its  effects.  '8ir,  I  dare  not 
trust  myself  to  speak  of  my  country  with  the  rapture  which 
I  habitually  feel  when  I  contemplats  ber  marvellous  his- 
tory. But  this  I  will  say,  that  on  my  return  to  it,  afier 
an  absence  of  only  four  years,  I  was  filled  with  wonder  at 
all  I  saw  and  all  I  heard.  What  upon  earth  is  to  be  com- 
pared with  it?  I  found  New  York  grown  up  to  almost 
double  its  former  sixe,  with  the  air  of  a  great  capital,  in- 
stead of  a  mere  fieurishing  commercial  town,  as  T  had 
known  it.  f  listened  to  accounts  of  voyages  of  a  thousand 
miles  in  magnificent  steamboats  on  the  waters  of. those 
great  lakes  which,  but  the  other  day,  I  lefk  sleeping  in  the 
primeval  silsoce  of  nature,  in  the  recesses  of.a  vast  wilder- 
ness ;  and  (  felt  that  there  is  a'  grandeur  and  a  majesty  in 
this  irresistible  onward  march  of  a  race  creatrd,  as  I  be- 
lieve, and  elected  to  possess  and  people  a  continent,  which 
belong  to  few  other  objects,  either  of  the  moral  or  material 
world.  We  may  become  so  much  accustomed  to  such 
things  that  they  shall  make  as  little  impression  upon  our 
minds  as  the  glories  of  the  heavens  above  us;  but  looking 
on  them  lately  as  with  the  eye  of  the  stranger,  I  felt  what 
ft  recent  English  traveller  is  said  to  have  remarked,  that, 
far  from  being  without  poetry,  as  some  have  vainly  alleged, 
our  whole  country  is  one  great  poem.  Sir,  it  is  so ;  and 
if  there  be  a  man  that  can  think  of  what  is  doing  in  all 
parts  of  this  most  blessed  of  all  lands,  to  embellish  and  ad- 
vance it;  who  can  conteniplale  that  livjng  mass  of  intellt- 
genee,  activity,  and  improvement,  as  It  rolls  on  in  its  sore 
and  steady  progren  to  the  uttermost  extremities  of  the 
West ;  who  can  see  scenes  of  savage  desolation  transform- 
ed, almost  with  the  suddenness  of  enchantment^  into  those 
of  fruitfulnesa  and  benuty,  crowned  with  flourishing  cities, 
filled  with  the  noblest  of  alt  populations ;  if  there  bo  a 
man,  I  say,  that  can  witness  all  this  passing  under  bis 
very  eyes»  without  feeling  his  heart  beat  high,  and  his 
imagination  warmed  and  transported  by  it«  be  sure,  sir, 
that  the  raptuiea  of  song  exist  not  for  hhn ;  he  would 
listen  in  vain  to  Tasso  or  Camoens,  jtelling  a  tale  of  the 
wars  of  knights  and  crusaders^  or  of  the  discovery  and 
conquest  of  another  heminphere.  •  ■ 

.  ♦  Wesuninlscer  Review  for  January,  ISST.  .8ome  stcrlbe  the  fact 
teao  ample  circulatioa. 


81  r,  thinking  as  I  do  of  these  things— not  dovMnK,  k 
a  montent,  the  infinite  superiority  of  our  rtee  in  cvei^  thiif 
that  relates  to. a  refined  and  w^l  oohwed  public  eeoMfSFi 
and  in  all  the  mnuia  and  iiistrumenls  of  a  high  toed'm 
provensent,  it  atrtkea-me  as  of  alV  paradoxes  the  niMl» 
golar,  to  hefr  foreign  exam^iles  seriously  pmpoaed  ferw 
imitation  in  the  very  matters  wherein  thst  nipaiootjhi 
ever  apposed  to  me  to  be  most  unquestionable.  TUt$ 
flection  has  oocurred  to  me  a  thousand  (Smsi,  ia  tnvciq 
over  the  continent  of  Europe,  as  I  passed  thfoagb  fld|| 
ill-paved  villages^  through  towns  in  which  there  is  wi 
peotance  of  an  improvement  having  Veen  made  asct^ 
Beformation,  as  I  have  looked  at  the  wretched  hovtltf  < 
poor  peasant  or  ar4Bn,  or  seen  him  at  his  labor  witk 
clumsy  implements  and  coarse  gear — ^what  a  chiiDge' 
take  place  in  the  whole  aspect  of  the  country,  ifitvofl 
fall  into  the  bands  of  Americans  for  a  single  genenlidt! 

But  is  it  paper  money  and  the  credit  systein  sknti 
have  ac^iieved  all  these  wondetal-    I  do  not  lajM^i 
but  cin  yon  say,  can  any  one  presume  to  isy,  tbit 
have  not  done  much  pf  all  this  ?     I  know  that  tbe  i 
spring  and  ■ource  of  our  auccesaia  freedom — fmdoa* 
the  peculiar  character  tliat  belongs  to  it  in  our 
dam  of  thought,  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  •rtiai^l 
dom  of  commerce,  freedom,  not  merely  from  tbe  i 
sions,  but  from  those  undue  restraints,  and  tlutii 
interference  of  Government  in  tbe  interests  propeil^i 
ing  to  individuals,  which  stand  in  the  way  of  aH'  . 
ment  in  the  nations  of  continental  Europe.    It  ielbnl 
principle,  the  animating  element  of  social  equt%,l 
ed  and  sobered  hy  a  profound  respect  for  the  atilboritT  i 
laws,  and  for  the  right;  of  others,  and  acting  upon  ibui 
pr<nninent  characteristic  of  the  Anglo-Norman 
strong  instinct  oiprttperiy,  with  the  peraonal  indef 
and  personal  comftirt  that  bolongs  to  it,  that  eif)l 
unrivalled  and  astonishing  progress.     But  of  tbie 
diffusive  lil>erty  among  a  people  so  intelligent  as  mil 
credit  system  is  the  natural  fruit,  the  inseparable  i 
ion,  the  necessary  means  and  inatrument.     Itisi 
parcel  of  our  existence.     Who  ever  heard  of 
despotism  or  anarchy  1.    It  implies  eonjii 
in  yourself,  confidence  in  your  neighbor,  conf 
your  Government,  confidence  in  the  administratieai 
laws,  confidence  in  the  sagacHy,  the  jntegriiy,  tbei 
tion  of  those  with  whom  you  have  to  deal;  confi^ 
a  word,  in  your  destitiy  and  your  fortune,  in  tbe  ^ 
and  the  fortune  of  the  country  to  which  you  belong; 
instance,  in  the  case  of  a  great  national  deM.    hi 
fruit,  I  say,  of  all  that  is  most  precious  in  civiliaed  fif 
to  quarrel  with  it  is  to  be  ungrateful  to  God  foraonei 
greotest  blessings  he  has  vouchsafed  to  man. 
Asia  with  Europe;  hoarding  has  been  the  a«age  of  I 
mer  from  time  immeiTiorial,  because  it  is  slavf«b, 
and  barborous;  and  it  is  curious  to  see  the  efirctof  1 
taws  in  breaking  up   (as  tliey  are  doing)  that  lyi 
Hindostan.     Depend  upon  it,  sir,  all  such  ideas  aret 
alien  to  our  way  of  thinkingr-to  all  the  habitudei| 
people,  aj^  aH  tlu  interesto  of  the  country.    My^ 
from  beyVh  the  mountains  are  familiar  with  tbe  g^) 
ciple,  the  magical  effect  of  credit  iu  a  young  snd  prd 
country.  Thi«y  know  what  miracles  are  wrought  In?  • ' 
advance  of  money  to  enable  enterprise  and  iudu^trj  \fi\ 
into  cultivation  a  virgin  soil.     Tbcy  know  bow  aMJ 
treasures  of  its  unworn  fertility  enable  them  to  piy 
loan  of  that  sort  with  uauriou's  interest,  and  make  i 
proprietors  of  estates  rising  in  value  with  tbe  Ispn  of< 
moment.     Compare  the  great  Weatem  count^  ao«^ 
what  it  was  twenty  years  ago— -sell  it  tub  hatftt"^^ 
pute,  if  the  powers  of  arithmetic  will  enable  yoo  to' 
the  augmerftation  of  its  riches.     6ir,  this  is  one  of  tbe] 
Domena  of  our  situation  to  which  attention  has  banHy^ 
been  c|dlad-^t]M  iMBMr  in  w«Mcli  th«  OMI*  UMiM*^l" 
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starioii  icti  upon  the-valiie  of  property.  To  be-struek  with 
the  prodigious  recoUs  prodoced  in  this  simple  way,  you  have 
dAj  to  eompare  the  estimated  taxable  property  in  Pe nu- 
lylmria  and  New  Yoric,  when  it  was  returned  for  direct 
tixation  in  1799,  with  the  returns  of  the  same  property  for 
theaime  purpose  in  1813,  after  an  interval  of  only  four- 
iBNijssri* — ^you  wiltsee  how  it  is  that  our  people  ha^e 
been  enriched  by  debt,  and,  **by  owing,  owc^of — ^how, 
vith  a  balance  of  payments  almost  continually  against  them 
fiom  the  finit  settlement  of  the  country,  they  have  grown 
m  riches  beyond  all  precedent  or  parallel.  You  will  appre- 
dtte  an  the  blessings  of  the  credit  system,  and  imagine, 
perbpB,  how  this  wonderful  progress  could  have  been  im- 
ftM  and  embarrassed  by  th«difficulties  of  a  metallic  cir^ 
enhtion.  f 

Botthe^ucftfo/ioiu  of  the  ourreney-*the  ruinous  irreg- 
ikrities  of  bank  paper  !  Why,  sir,  I  have  already  shown 
Ihey  belong  to  commerce  itself;  not  to  the  means  which  it 
Mpioys,  and  that  there  is  no  remedy  for  them.  But,  slier 
aH,  what  is  the  snm  of  the  evil  1  Look  again  at  general 
molts.  Tell  me  not  that  reactions  produce  fewer  disasters, 
IT  lesi  extensive  derangements  of  money  and  circulation, 
k  eoantrtes  whose  business  is  principally  metallic.  It 
muf  be  so ;  but  what  does  that  prove  !  If  you  never  soar, 
fpo  will  be  in  no  danger  of  foiling,  certainly ;  but  then, 
Serplt  haml  vaXxA  nimium  limidus  q«e  procellw. 

A  9<i-cart'may  lt»  a  veij  safe  contrivance  for  the  totter- 

iR^lbototeps  of  infancy;  but  is  it  thus  that  manly  vigor  is 

to  be  trained  for  the  .dust  and  beat  of  the  Olympic  racet 

Kr,  it  is  the  condition  of  all  that  is  grand  and  awakening 

bnatore,  to  be  somewhat  wild  and  irregular.    In  the  moral 

world,  especially,  peril  and  difficulty  are  the  price  which 

froridence  exacts  of  us  for  all  great  excellence  and  all  em- 

iaent  mccess.    It  is  in  struggling  with  them  that  the  heroic 

liitues  which  elevate  and  purify  humanity  are  called  forth 

nd  disciplined  ;  and  it  is  precisely  because  our  people  have 

hero  trained  in  tbat  stern  school  that  they  hbve  effected 

■ore,  and  are  bow  able  to  effect  more,  with  equal  mean;<, 

ftin  any  other  iii    the  world.     Sir,  it  is  not  our  currency 

■iiy  that  is  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  irregularity. 

What  14  democracy;  popular  government  ttselfl     How 

lAen  hat  it  fallen  to  fny  H>t  to  deferid  it  by  the  very  con- 

jiderations  which   I  now  urge  oii  a  kindred  topic,  when 

Mgners  have  spqken  to  me  of  the  dtJiorders  that  have  oc- 

MonaHy  checkered  our  bisti^ry.     When  they  exaggerated 

die  importance  of  such  events,  I  have  reminded  them  that 

inhuman  institutions  must  have  their  imperfections;  and 

Ihat  it  ia  by  their  general  effects  ih  a  long  course  of  expe- 

lience,  not  by  occasional  accidents,  however,  striking  and 

inportant,  that  they  are  to  be  judged.     That  the  absence 

if  restraint  which  le^ls  to  occasional  licentiousness,  fosters 

Hm  bold,  robust^  energetic,   and  adventurous  spirit,  and 

Ihat  habit  of  haughty  self-reliance  and  independent  judg- 

■«»rt,  which  are  the  very  soul  of  republican  government ; 

irhich  have  rendered- that  form  of  Government,  wherever  it 

^  existed,  so  illustrious  for  hemic  achievements,  and  has 

Mjle  every  era  of  liberty  in  the  history  of  mankind,  ercn 

n  its  most  imperfect  form,  an  era  of  flourishing  prosperity 

tnd  progress.     Sir,  such  a  people,  as  has  been  said  of 

Mngs  of  a  higher  order,  <^live  throughout,  vital  in  eveiy 

ptrtj" 

''Aft  head  thef  live,  all  heart,  all  eye,  all  ear, 
AU  iataUsct,  all  asose." 

This  is  the  great  secret  of.  our  superiority,  and  of  that  of 

^*V7  free  people ;  not  the  forms  of  a  constitution,  not  the 

MilKuos  of  a  aystem,  not  mere  organization,  but  the  prio- 

ttple  ef  /lye,  .the  all-fiervading  animation  and  vitality  that 

inforais  the  whole  body  politic,  and  gives  it  the  wannth,  and 

Kreagth*  and  aotivit^,  the  winning  graees  and  expressive 

Mintenanoe  of  a  mao,  instead  of  the  c(»ld  and  repulsive 

ilillosss  of  a  patnied  oprpee.     iury  trial  is  another  of  tbeat 

*Piikja'»8tttiaikB,lM.  tlfe0aHatfa«*flni>iilM,p.6& 


irregularities — ^liable,  undoubtedly,  to  much  criticism  in  de- 
tail, and  scarcely  susceptible,  as  a  juridical  institution,  of  a 
strict  defence  in  theory— yet  what  should  we  think  of  a  re- 
former tbat  should  propose  to  us  the  abolition  of  a  system 
so  full  of  practical  good,  because  it  was  unknown  until  re- 
cently any  where  but  in  England,  and  often  leads,  as  it 
certainly  has  oflen  led,  to  great  abuse  and  injustice  ? 

But,  then,  it  seems,  our  banking  system  is  an  innovation, 
introduced  only  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  and  deviates  from 
the  primitive  model  of  the  Bank  of  Amsterdam — the  honest 
system,  as  it  is  called— and  that,  instead  of  lendiijg  money, 
it  lends  merely  credit. 

As  to  the  idea  of  its  being  an  innovation,  I  would  juat 
remark,  that  it  had  its  origin  at  that  great  epoch  of  human 
improvement,  as  I  must  ttiil  be  allowed  to  call  it,  when 
mankind  ceased  to  cut  each  other's  throats  for  differences 
in  religion,  and  began  to  make  war  for  colonies  and  com- 
n^erce^-an  era  perfectly  familiar,  as  such,  to  every  one  thst 
has  studied  history  philfMophically.  But  there  is  some- 
thing more  in  the  historical  reminiscence  than  the  mere 
fact  just  referred  to.  If  the  comparative  effects  of  Dutch 
and  Gngltsh  banking  are  to  be  judged  by  the  event,  what 
an  instructive  lesson  ia  to  be  drawn  from  a  parallel  between 
those  two  Powers,  at  ||ie  close  of  the  17th  century,  and 
their  relation  towards  each  other  now ! '  Wl^ere  is  Van 
Trompt  Where  is  de  Ruytert  What  is  become  of  the 
mighty  fleets  which  disputed  the  dominion  of  (he  seas  whh 
England  and  France!  Poor  Holland!  her  defenceless 
ports,"  blockaded  by  British  squadrons— her  court  brow- 
beaten by  British  dij)lomacy — shorn  of  all  her  strength  and 
glory,  she  seems  almost  sinking  again  into  the  waters  out 
of  which  she  merged.  So  much  for  the  innovation.  But 
what  is  the  objection  to  the  system  ?  Let  us  understand 
each  other.  I  will  put  a  caae.  I'he  quantity  of  the  pre^ 
cious  -metals  required  in  any  transaction,  or  any  number  of 
transactions,  between  two  countries,  (or  two  individuals,  for 
it  comes  to  the  same  thing,)  depends  not  only  upon  the  bal- 
ance of  payments  between  them,  but  also  in  the  confidence 
they  have  in  each  other.  Thus,  Hamburg  imports  com  for 
England,  in  a  season  of  dearth,  from  Prussia.  If  trade  be 
prosperous  and  the  world  a'  p^ce,  she  will  probably  pay  for 
this  com  by  a  bill  at  six  months,  with  interest,  and  when  the 
time  eomes  for  meeting  her  engagement,  she  will  do  so  by 
sending  to  Dantzic  a  cargo  of  colonial  produce. — (7%om- 
fon.)  But  should  the  times  lie  such  (from  war,  commotions, 
&c.)  as  to  make  commerce  uncertain,  or  to  impair  credit, 
the  purchase  can  be  made  only  for  ca^h,  and  paid  for  in  gold 
and  silver.  Now,  sir,  commerce  being  a  mere  exchailga 
of  commodities,  every  body  must  see,  at  a  glance,  that  it 
is  very  much  more  promoted  by  a  stnte  of  peace  and  order, 
than  by  one  of  war  and  commotion ;  by  a  state  of  confi- 
dence, than  hy  one'  cf  distrust;  by  a  state  of  ihings  that 
admits  of  payments  in  bills,  than  by  one  that  requires  pay- 
ments in  Cash.  In  a  simple  operation,  tike  the  one  descri- 
bed, this  is  quite  manifest,  and  yet  the  whole  theory  of 
money  and  of  banking,  is  contained  in  that  simple  opera<« 
tion. 

Sir,  it  explains  at  oned  why  it  is  that  in  countries  very 
far  advanced  in  commerce  and  civilization,  the  preeioua 
metals,  for  all  purposes  of  currency,  are  superseded  by  com<* 
mercial  pa|>er,  as  is  particularly  the  case  in  England,  whose 
paper  circulation  of  all  aorts,  is  something  like  two  hundred 
mijlions,  resting  upon  a  Imsis  of  only  thirty  nullions  of 
specie.  *  Money  is  nothing  more  than  what  Is  called  by 
the  brokers  *'  a  bought  and  sold  note ;"  it  is  a  token,  which 
shows  that  its  holder  has  parted  with  commodities  to  that 
amount,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  receive  their  equivalent 
in  other  commodities,  whenever  it  shall  be  his  pleaaure  to 
do  so.  Why  should  that  tokim  he  of  gold  t  Why  should 
a  mere  title  or  evidence  of  debt,  be  itself  of  a  material  as 

*  Mr.  Borg^as,  tn  the  Minutes  of  Avidencs^  Ac.  t)slbn  the  cooimli* 
tea  of  the  House  of  Coawk>ns»  in  IWt- 
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costly  as  the  tbing  of  which  it  la  the  symbol  and  the  evi- 
dence ? 

It  is  clear  that  were  there  any  means  of  insuring  society 
against  excessive  issues  of  paper,  besides  its  convertibility 
into  gold  and  silver — were  not  that  the  only  practical  lesl 
hitherto  discovered,  by  which  prices  in  different  countries 
can  be  compared^all  commercial  nations  would  dispense 
with  the  precious  metals  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  -  But, 
as  yet,  there  are  no  such  means,  and  the  currency,  theo- 
rptically  the  most  perfect,  is  for  the  present  impracticable. 
The  nearest  approximation  to  it  has  certainly  been  made 
occasionally  in  the  United  States,  where  the  specie  basis 
has  just  answered  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  our  cur- 
rency was  on  a  level  with  that  of  other  nations. 

But  there  is  another  step  in  the  commercial  operation 
just  mentioned.  The  holder  of  the  bill  of  exchange,  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  coin,  stands  in  need  of  some  other 
commodity,  which  his  own  credit  does  not  enable  him  to 
procure.  He  applies  to  a  broker,  or  any  other  capitalist, 
for  the  cash,  or,  what  will  answer  just  as  well,  his  credit, 
Ib  the  shape  of  a  note  payable  on  demand,  or  at  a  short 
date,  for  which  the  original  bill,  at  six  months,  is  given  in 
exchange,  with  a  reasonable  discount.  This  last  opeiation 
IB  what  is  considered  as  the  great  abomination  of  tvuking. 
The  bank  receives  a  discount  on  giving  its  own  bill,  pitya- 
ble  on  demahd,-  or  one  at  a  short  date,  (for  which,  tliere- 
fore,  it  is  compelled  to  reserve  or  prepare  a  fund,)  for  a  bill 
payable  at  six  months,  of  which,  of  course,  payment  can- 
not be  demanded  until  the  expiration  of  that  term.  And 
now  I  ask,  where  is  the  diderence  between  the  iirst  opera- 
tion, which  every  liody  must  perceive  is  eminently  condu- 
cive to  the  ext/ension  uf  commerce,  and  the  lastl  What 
objection  can  be  made  to  it  that  does,  not  lie  equally  against 
the  drawing  'and  discounting  of  bills  of  exchange,  an  im- 
provement of  which  Europe  has  been  boasting  for  at  least 
MX  hundred  years,  and  of  which  the  advantages  have  never, 
to  my  knowledge,  been  ^uetstioncd  before  1  Why  is  not  a 
credit  founded  on  property  as  good  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other  1  And  why  shoulD  gold  and  silver  be  used  in  either, 
when  they  are  not  wanted  ? 

The  banjtipg  system,  pir,  is  only  one  form  of  that  divis- 
ion of  labor  which  takes  place  in  all  opulent  countries.  It 
leads  to  a  great  economy  both  of  time  and  mouey ;  of  the 
former,  because  the  business  of  a  whole  community,  in 
receiving  and  paying  away,  can  be  transacted  by  the  ckrks 
of  a  single  institution  as  well  as  by  one  hundred,  or  one 
thousand  times  the  number,  in  the  separate  employment  of 
individual  nierchanta;  of  the  latler,  because,  instead  of 
each  individual  iu  a  community  isserving  the  quantity  of 
gold  and  silver  necessary  to  meet  our  current  demands,  a 
much  saialler  proportional  amount,  kept  by  a  banking- 
boose,  has  been  found  to  answer  the  wants  of  the  whole 
society.  But  the  utility  of  thai  system  is  xu>t  confined  to 
the  advantai;ea  just  mentioned.  It  appears  to  roe  very 
clear,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  credit  system,  carried  to 
the  extent  in  which  it  exists  in  England  and  the  United 
Btales,  could  not  possibly  be  made  to  rest  upon  any  thing 
•o  liable  to  be  disturbed  by  a  foreign  demand,  and  by  other 
contingencies,  as  the  metallic  bat^is,  and  of  which  a  given 
quantity  cannot,  therefore,  be  counted  on  at  aiiy  given 
time.  What  is  commonly  called  the  currency  of  a  coun- 
try, that  is  to  say,  bank  paper  and  the  precious  metals, 
really  constitute  a  very  small  portion  of  it ;  but  it  may  be 
considered  as  the  test  or  touchstone  of  all  Uie  rest ;  and  if 
engjsgements  in  bills  of  exchange,  dec.,  be  not  met  accttrd* 
iag  to  their  tenor,  in  what  b  considered  as  rash,  it  is  d'lSi- 
ciilt  to  calculate  the  efiecu  of  the  alarm  that  may  ensue. 
But  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  banks  appear 
lo  me  quite  essential  to  our  commercial  system,  it  is  that, 
accorciing  to  the  remark  of  an  excellent  writer,*  the  appro 
elation  of  the  credit  of  a  number  of  persona  engaged  in 
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commerce,  baa  brcoraa  m  acience,  fnd  tp  tbe  bttglA  li 
which  that  science  is  now  carried  in  Great  Britain,  (tod 
in  this  country,)  that  country  is,  in  no  small  dsgrttj  is* 
debted  for  the  flourishing  state  of  ita  ijitemal  comsMC^ 
for  the  general  reputation  of  its  merchants  abroad,  snd  lot 
the  preference  which,  in  this  respect,  they  enjoj  oftr  &e 
traders  of  all  other  nations. 

Sir,  I  have  been  driven  to  this  elementary  way  of  m* 
sidering  the^ubjoct,  by  the  course  which  tbe  argmaest  Im 
taken  here  and  elsewhere,  and  because,  in  solamaly  n* 
viewing,  as  we  are  now  compelled  to  do,  the  whole  mflBi» 
tary  system  of  the  country,  it  is'  of  tbe  yery  last  'm^ 
anoe  that  tbe  subject,  in  all  its  aspects*  should  bs  UiAf 
'presented  to  the  people.  I  ahall>  therefore,  proceed  brirflf' 
to  consider  the  question,  how  fiir  it  is  practicable  or  doirir' 
bio  to  substitute,  a  metallic  currency  for  bank  paper,  cr 
even  very  materially  to  widen  the  metallic  baas  of  ei|t 
present  circulation.  ^i 

I  presume  it  will  hardly  be  disputed  that,  by  a  gMM|j 
return  to  the  preciona  metals,  as  the  only  mediDmof ' 
change  for  the  whole  commercial  world,  tha  opeittiov 
trade  would  be  everywhere  embarrassed  and  impeded, 
tbe  value  of  money  enhAited;  or,  whichistbeaamei 
the  prices  of  commodities  reduced  in  an  incalculsUe^  _ 
How  far  a  aimiiar  effect  has  already  been  produced,  hj  i^ 
diminution  of  the  supply  from  the  Mexican  a«i  Buef 
American  mines,  wiihin  the  lart  twenty  yeai8,ii<»a 
tbe  moat  difiicult  an9  controverted  qucationa  of  tbe 
This  is  not  a  fit  occasion  for  stating  the  argomenti  adfi 
ced  l>y  the  advocates  of  different  views  uf  that  «object| 
I  will  mention  to  tbe  committee,  diet  in  a  very  able 
to  which  I  have  already  referred  as  having  been  r 
sent  to  me,  the  autlior,  who  examines  this  point  with 
feet  candor,  advances  the  opinion,  that  tbnosaods 
within  the  period  alluded  to,  been  precipitated  into  en 
rassments  from  that  cause  alone.*  If  it  be  true,  aa 
leged  by  Jacobs,  that  the  whole  stock  of  coin  in 
tion  in  1829»  was  less,  by  upwards  of  X6 0,000, 000, 
that  which  circulate  i  in  1809;  and  if  any  thing  li|i 
supposed  diminution  of  the  actoal  qusmtity  by  abra»oii| 
loss,  by  consumption  in  manufactures  takes  place,  (c 
cei\t.*  a  year,)  it  becomes  matter  of  serious  sj 
what  .means  shall  be  adopted  to  obviute  ao  great  an 
venience  as  a  continually  decreasing  metallic  baai^ 
period  when  commerce  and  its  productive  powers 
immensely  on  the  inciiease.  Sir,  that  question  isinfii 
ly  more  interesting  in  a  highly  progressive  coantiy 
in  any  other.  In  such  a  country,  the  currency  ms 
renularly  enlarged,  with  the  growth  of  its  populatioai 
of  its  productive  power,  or  it  is  subjected  to  the  most! 
ble  of  all  evila,  falling  prices.  Every  body  tbstbaai 
treated  of  such  subjects,  has  dwelt  upl>n  the  effec)a<' 
increasing  Currency,  as  wonderfully  favorable  to  iodi 
No  more  striking  example  of  this  t£uth  can  be  dearedl 
what  was  witnessed  in  the  I6ih  centuiy,  after  thcinf 
tion  of  gold  and  silver  from  America  began  to  prodii 
decided  effect  upon  the  distribution  of  wealth.  U  u 
mitted  on  ail  hands  to  have  been  the  period  of  the. 
impravement  in  society  tbgt  has  occurred  In  its 
a|)d  of  all  countries,  be  it  remembered,  England  bei 
most  by  the  general  rise  of  prices,  because  so  large  a 
tion  of  her  farmers  held  leasea  for  long  terms  of  ysar^ 
paid  money  rents  ;  tbe  increase  of  the  circuHiion  open 
to  reduce  the  real  value  of  th^  returns  made  to  the 
lord  in  favor  of  his  tenant.  Tbe  great  beosfit  of  s  foil  i 
especially  an  increaatng  circulation  thua  consists  not  e 
in  quickening  and  facHitaitog  exchanges,  (itself  ^  f^ 
mense  atiqioluB  to  industry,)  but  in  securing  tr>  tbe  iad>** 
trioQs  classes  rather  a  larger  pfoportion  of  the  iiicrts*  " 
society  than  they  weuld  ( therwise  enjoy.  E*^  *^^ 
which  they  buy  to  sell  again  advances  to  price  while  tt  * 

*  MmMP  an^lis  ?)cisriM«c»ia  Tains. 
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B  tbeir  haodt,  and  tbb  anqaeBtimMbl*  truth  is  of  itaeWft 
duI  refuuUoQ  of  all  that  is  said  eoncerning  the  oppressive 
panciso  of  bank  paper  opon  the  productive  classes^  by  the 
ery  psnons  who,  in  the  saiae  breath,  spetk  of  its  excess 
ui  deprreialion. 

Wha  a  population,  then,  increAing  at  the  rate  of  four 
i  five  per  eent  a  year,  a(»d  with  an  •ccumaiation  of  capital 
Bd  neihictive  power  proportionably  greater,  I  hold  it  lo  be 
fkny  ibsnrd  to  talk  of 'anj  thing  like  a  metaUic  cnrrencjr 
ithi  United  Statea.  There  is  no  possible  means  of  procnr- 
ifitisod  ifbj  any  means  it  could  be  procured,  I  venture 
isffirm  that  our  people  would  get  rid  of  it  in  the  course  of 
fair  year*)  though  sll  the  penal  laws  of  8pain  against  the  ex- 
irtidonof  gold  and  silver  should  be  re-enacCed  here-^laws 
lidi  were  passed  with  no  other  eflbct,  even  in  that  coon- 
^  bot  to  show  the  utter  futility  of  such  legislation.     I 

S,  ar,  that,  with  their  present  habits  of  active  enterprise 
fitriet  economy,  the  American  people  would  export  the 
metals  as  fast  as  they  were  imported,  beyond  an/- 
nt  of  them  which  might  be  abeolately  necessary  for  the 
exchanges  of  the  country,  and  they  woukl  do  so, 
fold  and  silver  would  be  of  more  use  ai>road  in 
oommt>dlties,  and  would  .be  wholly  superfluous 
where  paper  would  do  aS  well.     If  you  put  down 
banks,*'  it  would  have  no  effect  but  to  set  up  sonie- 
wone  in  their  place,  in  the  shape  of  privals  paper, 
an}  some  things  over  which  the  moat  despotic  law- 
aie  unable  to  exercise  any  control ;  and  one  of  them, 
experience  shows,  is  this  commerre  in«hu11ion. 
',  it  has  been  said  that  the  only  a<l  vantage  of  a  paper  cur- 
ever  thepredous  metals  consists  in  its  cheapness,  I  am, 
meant,  as  you  may  gather  from  what  I  have  said,  reedy 
this;  bat,  supposing  it  to  be  true,  is  that  saving  real- 
nnioipcTtant  matter  !    Mr.  Gallatin,  in  a  pamphlet  of 
ability,*  has,  as  I  conceive^  fallen  Into  a  grave  error 
•ulnect,  which  it  is  ao  much  the  more  importaot  to 
as  1  perceive  that  he  has  misled  others  mere  die- 
than  Wmself  to  turn  a  speculative  error  into  a  practi- 
tief.    He  states  the  whole  benefit  derived  from  the 
paper,  instead  of  the  precious  metsis,  in  the  United 
is  1880,  indnding,  under  the  name  of  circnistion, 
deposiles  in  the  banks,  as  they  ought  undoubtedly 
tt  about  five  nailKons  of  dollars  a  year.     It  is  true 
seeovding  to  principles  admitted  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  the 
of  the  country,  both  in  wealth  and  population,  in 
leren  years,  would  require  a  very  considerable  ad-* 
U>  be  made  to  this  estimate,  in  order  to  a  correct  ap- 
of  it  to  our  actual  condition.     But,  sir,  it  appears 
tbft  the  estimate  was  made  on  data  altogether  erro- 
Iq  the  first  place,  the  quantity  of  currency,  if  it 
■Kttlltc,  neceesary  to  the  circulation  of  this  cmmtry, 
igiously  underrated.    For  reasons  that  need  not  bp 
bete,  it  i«  found-tbst  a  given  amount  of  metallie  cur* 
dees  not  circulate  as  rapidly  as  an  equal  amount  of 
;  iod,  therefore,  that  more  of  it  Is,  eeieria  paribtu,  re> 
*  to  do  the  same  business.     But,  \<fithout  going  into 
niaute  inquiiy  here,  why  should  the  United  States, 
>itteen  milfaons  of  inhabitants,  and  relatively  the  most 
trade,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  in  the  world,  and 
extnionlioary  productive  .power  of  all  sorts,  not  need; 
very  least,  half  the  circulation  in  France,  with  -only 
their  population,  and  not  half  their  industiy  1     The 
Ibat  ought  to  be  laid  on  this  latter  circumstance  may 
ted  by  comparing  Aaia  with  Europe  in  this  par- 
i  double  the  population  in  the  former,  possessing, 
Dg  to  the  rngst  accurate  researches,  only  one-fifth 
Sjoaotity  .of  gold  and  silver,  which,  in  addition  to  paper 
n  airts,  i*  required  in  the  latter.    Now,  the  circulation 
*nAC6  was,  before  the  first  Revolution,  set  down  by 

iS5*temkm«  on  ih»»  Currflncy  and  ntuikfog  of  tho  TJnUrtl  States, 
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Neokar  at  i688, 000,008;*  and  Theirs,  in  hie  history  o' 
that  event,  makea  a  similar  estimate. f  Its  present  amount 
ought,  in  rafereBce  to  the  inerease  of  her  oapital  and  popu- 
lation, to  be  at  least  60a»000,000  dollars;  and  accordingly^ 
as  was  observed  by  one  of  my  colleagues,  [Mr.  Tao«r« 
aov,]  it  is  staled  at  that  on  good  authority.^  .  IVfr.  Roths- 
child, in  hie  examination  before  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commone,  in  1832,  mentions  tlie  paper  cir«ulaiiun  of 
the  Bank  of  France  as  amounting  to  750,000,000  francs. 
According  to  this,  then,  we  should  r^uire,  on  the  footing 
of  population  alone,  at  least  300,000»000  doUars.  3o  much 
for  the  amonnt ;  now  for  the  loes  ap6n  it, 

Mr.  Gallatin  coqaidersit  only  as  ao  much  interest  on 
dead  capital,  and  even  the  interest  iie  pots  at  an  exceeding^ 
ly  low  rate.  But  I  apprehend  the  dififerenoe  to  the  coya^ 
try  bdlween  having  a  vast  inert  maas  of  gold  and  ailver  ai 
currency,  and  taming  it  into  productive  capital,  must  ha 
determined  not  in  relation  to  interest  merely,  but  to  tli0 
profit  of  stock  laid  out  in  active  industry,  which  is  nowhere 
in  thia  country  lees  than  ton  per  cent,  and  in  the  gieat 
majority  of  cases,  the  new  Statea  and  all  indudeiT,  nearet 
double  that  amount  on  an  average.  You  seat  then,  sict 
what  an  enormous  loss  a  metallic  currency  would  be  to  the 
nation,  without  taking  into  acoount  its  wear  and  tear. 
Look  back  at  the  half  century  that  has  passed  away,  and 
say  what  that  loes  would  have  been,  on.  principles  of  com- 
pound interest,  from  the  beginning  up  .to  the  present  day. 
Why,  sir,  it  exceeds  all  powers  of  calculation,  nay,  of  im- 
agination. Bo  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that  ao  impor- 
tant, ao  palpable  a  truth,  although  jiever  staled  in  abstract 
terms,  or  as  a  genersi  proposition,  baa  not  occurred  lo  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  They  have  felt  it,  without 
perceiving  it ;  they  have  acted  upon  it,  without  reaeomug 
about  it ;  they  have  perfectly  well  comprehended  the  usea 
of  money,  without  studying  the  principles  of  currency ;  and 
they  have  preferrsd  paper  sa  a  cireulsiting  medium  to  gold 
and  silver,  on  the  simplest  maxims  of  prudence  and  econ- 
omy. ITou  may  depend  upon  it,  this  conclusion  is  as 
deeply  rooted  aa  it  is  just.  You  will  never  be  able  to  shake 
it.  All  your  policy  will  be  (if  no  avail,  as  all  Iscialatioi^ 
will  be  forever  vain  which  cornea  into  conflict  with  the 
genioa  of  a  people,  especially  in  matters  so  deeply  and  vis- 
ibly ai^ting  their  private  Interest.  The  barmuian  who, 
in  his  impotent  rage,  threw  letters  into  the  Hellespont,  and 
scourged  its  foaming  billows,  did  not  wuge  a  more  insane 
war  against  the  nature  of  things. 

But  we  are  told  that  if  it  is  an  experiment  that  has  been 
proposed  to  us,  we  need  not  be  alarmed  at  it,  because  we 
are  accustomed  to  experiments,  and  succeseful  onee ;  that 
our  constitution  itself  is  a  mere  experiment  Sir,  I  deny 
it  utterly,  and  ho  that  says  so  showe  me  that  he  ha^  either 
not  studieil  at  all,  or  studied  to  very  little  purpose  tha 
history  and  genius  of  our  institutions.  The  great  cause  of 
tbeir  prosperous  results — a  cause  which  everyone  of  the 
many  attempts  since  vainly  made  to  imitate  them  on  this 
continent  or  in  Europe  only  ilemonatrates  the  more  dear- 
ly—is precisely  the  contrary.  It  is  because  our  fathers 
made  no  experiments,  and  had  no  experiment  to  make, 
that  their  work  haa  stood.  They  were  forced,  by  a  viola- 
tion of  their  h'istorical  hereditary  rights  undar  the  old  com- 
mon law  of  their  race,  to  dissolve  their  connexion  with  the 
mother  country.  'J'heir  external,  their  federal  relations 
were  of  course  changed,  and  in  that  respect,  and  in  that 
respect  only,  they  were  compelled  to  de  their  beat  in  the 
novel  situation  in  which  they  stood.  What  relates^  there- 
fore, merely  to  the  union  of  the  States  is  all  that  gives  the 
least  countenance  to  thia  superficiol  idea  of  an  *<experi»> 
ment"  which  baa  done  so  much  to  misguide  the  specuU- 
tions  of  some  visionary  minds  upon  these  important  mai- 

*  See  an  Mrticle  in  Bl>ick«rood*s  Magazine  fjr  laiil  Fetmiarj. 

t  Burke's  Lwier  on  the  French  Kevoluiiun. 
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tore.  Even  in  this  re»peet,  however,  an  attentive  study 
of  our  histnry  will  show  that  strong  federal  teodenoics 
existed,  and  had|  frequently,  on  former  occasions,  mani- 
fi^«d  themselves.*  Bat  the  whole  eonsritution  of  society 
in  the  States,  the  great  body  and.  bulk  of  their  public  law, 
with  all  its  maxims  and  principles,  ail  that  is  republican, 
in  short,  in  onr  institutions,  remained  after  the  Bevolution, 
and  remains  now^  with  some  very  subordinate  modifications, 
what  it  was  from  the  beginning.  Our  written  constitutions 
do  nothing  but  consecrate  and  fortify  the  "  plain  rules 
of  ancient  liberty,"  handed  down  with  Magna  Charta  from 
the  earliest  history  of  our  raee.  It  is  not  u  piece  of  paper, 
sir,  it  is  not  a  few  abstractions  engrossed  on  parchment, 
that  make  free  Governments.  No,  sir,  the  law  of  liberty 
must  be  inscribed  on  the  heart  of  the  citizen  ;  the  word,  if 
I  may  m^  the  expression  without  irreverence,  must  become 
flesh  ;  yon  must  hayo  a  whole  people  trained,  disciplined, 
bred,  yea,  and  born,  as'  oar  fathers  were,  to  institutions 
like  ours.  Before  the  colonies  existed,  the  petition  of  right, 
that  Magna  Gharta  of  a  more  enlightened  age,  had  been 
presented  In  1628  by  Jjord  Coke  and  his  immortal  eon>- 
paers.  Our  fouodera  brought  it  with  Ihem,  and  we  have 
not  gone  one  step  beyond  them.  They  brought  these 
maxims  of  civH  liberty,  not  in  their  libraries,  but  in  their 
souls ;  not  as  philosophical  prattle — ^not  as  barren  generali- 
ties, but  as  rules  of  conduct;  as  a  symbol,  of  public  duty^ 
and  private  right,  to  be  adhered  to  with  religious  fidelity ; 
and  the  very  first  pilgrim  that  set  his  f>K»t  upon  the  rock  of 
Plymouth,  stepped  forth  a  living  constitution !  armed  at  all 

goints  to  defend  and  to  perpetuate  the  liberty  to  which  he 
ad  devoted  his  whole  being. 
It  only  remains  for  mo  to  advert  briefiy  to  one  or  two 
additional  topics,  and  I  have  done.  It  lias  been  argued  as 
if  the  currency  given  to  bank  paper  in  this  country  were 
due  almost  exclusively  to  the  countenance  which  Qovern- 
i»ent  affords  it,  by  receiving  it  in  payment  of  public  dues. 
Certainly,  sir,  the  patronage  of  Government  is  an  import- 
ant concurring  cause  of  this  credit,  but  it  is  not  true  that  it 
i»  essential  to  it.  What  does  the  house  of  Rothschild  owe 
to  the  Oovemmenta  of  Europe — that  house  to  which  all 
the  Governments  on  the  continent  are  obliged  to  have  re- 
courite  in  thcw  financial  exigencies  ?  And  here  let  me  call 
the  attention  of  those  who  declaim  so  vehemently  against 
the  agency  of  banking  corporations,  to  the  fact,  that  this 
mighty  house,  with  its  scarcely  less  than  royal  influence 
and  splendor,  like  most  of  tbe  other  establiuhments  of  the 
same  kind  in  Europe,  is  no  corporation  at  alt,  but  a  mere 
private  partnership ;  and  to  the  addition  si  fact,  that  this 
colossal  fortune  has  been  amasseJ  in  little  more  than  a 
single  generation,  by  an  obscure  person,  bom  in  a  corner 
of  the  Juden  Strasse  of  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  and  his 
four  sons.  Do  you  not  see,  then,  sir,  that  the  odious  com- 
mon plac^  about  **  the  money  power,"  and  « the  political 
powers,''  either  have  no  meaning,  or  apply  with  all  their 
f«rce  to  every  accumulation  of  capital,  and  all  the  great  re- 
sults of  modern  commerce  1  The  '*  money  power,"  I  pre* 
sume,  signifies  "the  power  of  money,"  which  is  widely 
difiused  in  this  country,  thanks  to  the  protection  of  equal 
laws,  and  which  will  exist  and  continue  to  have  its  infiu* 
ence  so  long  as  those  laws  shall  protect  it  from  confiscation, 
whether  It  shall  borrow  the  credit  of  the  Governmetit,  or 
the  Government  shall  borrow  its  credit.  It  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  notice  an  idea^  analogous  to  the  last,  which  has 
been  very  nHich  insisted  on,  and  that  is,  that  the  com- 
merce of  New  York  has  been  built  up  by  Government 
credits.  Why,  sir,  this  does  appear  to  mc  too  extravagant 
to  need  exposure.  New  York  has  been  boilt  up  by  her 
unquestionable  natural  advantages,  and  there  is  no  meas- 
ure of  this  Government — there  is  only  one  event  that  can 
possitily  deprive  her  uf  her  immense  commercial  ascendancy, 
the  dis!H>lution  of  the  Union — that,  and'^nothing  bttt  that, 

*  Dmvoiiti  )n  ai  AHmny,-A:c. 


caii*do  it.  Commerce,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  leadi 
everywhere  to  centrfiHzation :  look  at  Liverpool— look  it 
Havre,  tbe  last,  in  &  hard-money  country.  Bat  oathk 
head  there  is  a  very  important  consideration,  which  hu 
been  urged  with  all  his  admirable  elitqoence  by  one  of  nj 
colleagues  in  the  Senatt,  [Mr.  Preston.]  If  thisan* 
centration  of  commercial  business  at  that  city  be  injurioa 
to  the  others  now,  what  will  it  become  if,  by  collectiog  tlte 
revenue  in  gold  and  silver,  and  thus  making  goUud 
silver  mere  merchandise^  you  add  to  the  disadvantaga  of 
centraliiation  all  the  difl^ulties  of  procuring  coin;  mike 
New  York  the  ^eat  specie  market »  and  •render  the  whole 
country  tributary  to  the  money  changers  of  Wall  itrcet! 

Sir,  a  word  more  to  the  South,  and  for  the  8oDlh. 
AVhen^our  system  of  protection  was  still  in  allitivigori 
we  (I  mean  the  fieople- of  South  Carolina)  sentyoo  a  pro* 
teat  again&t  its  principles  and  tendency,  which  eootaioed, 
among  other  objections  to  it,  one  that  deserves  tobrn* 
yyatcxl  here.  We  told  you  that  we  depended  abwlaiii|f 
upon  commerce — commerce  on  the  largest  scale— cna 
.  merce  carried.  Qn  as  it  has  been  for  the  last  half  cc&torj, 
with  an  ever'  increasing  production,  provoking  and  em* 
ting  an  ever-increasing  consumption,  and  pemiitling  a00 
send  a  million  (now  a  million  and  a  half)  ofbalesofcoitoa 
into  the  market,  without  any  danger  of  a  glot-  We  t^l 
you  the  staple  commodities,'  especially  the  prindpal  flA 
which  we  produced*  were  among  the  very  few  in  tbepra* 
duction  of  which  slave  labor  can  enter  into  compctilin 
with  free.  W«  reminded  you  that  great  revolutions  in  tndft 
sometimes  arose  from  apparently  slight  caosee^  and  ibii, 
however  far  it  might  be  from  your  purpose,  or  even  jM 
apprehensions,  it  was  possible  that  your  legislation  n^ 
oecasion  us  tbe  loss  of  our  foreign  market,  our  ob^  »• 
source ;  that  the  result  of  that  loss  to  us  would  be  (xrivV 
and  utter  desolation ;  that  our  people,  in  despiuT,  wanl 
emigrate  to  nuire  fortunatis  regions,  and  tbe  whole  MbI 
and  constitution  of  our  society  would  lie  seriously  impaiiei 
and  endangered,  if  not  dissolved  entirely*  Abd  wsa^ 
red  you  not  to  presist  in  a  course  of  legislation  of  which  Ai 
benefits  to  yourselves,  even  were  they  unquestiooable,  v<il 
nothing  in  comparison  of  thejiangcr  to  which  tbsynpoM 
09 — a  danger  which,  however  contingent  or  remote,  te- 
volved  our  whole  existence,  and  could  not  be  coutenpbM 
without  well-founded  alarm.  Sir,  I  repeat  to  yoa  oo«-^ 
repeat  to  tbe  representatives  of  the  whole  South  on  w 
floor — the  words  tlien  addressed  to  the  House  on  adi&f' 
ent  subject.  Let  well  alone.  Resist  this  uncalled-for  in- 
novation, of  which  no  one  can  foresee  the  whole  exteot  a* 
the  ultimate  results.  Mark  what  your  Secretary  of  till 
Treasury  has  told  you  in  tha  very  paper  in  which  be  le* 
vgals  the  project  on  the  table — you  produce  too  touch  cot- 
ton. Go  home,  gentlemen  of  the  South,  ^nd  tcU  }^ 
people  that  their  successful  industry  is  a  vice ;  thai  ^ 
fertility  of  their  soil  is  a  curse ;  that  tbeir  excessive  prodK- 
tiun  occasions  disorders- in  tlie  State ;  and  that  the  reoeoy 
for  our  troubles  is,  that  they  should  live  on  short commoiH' 
Let  them  co-operate  with  our  political  economy}  by  oe- 
priving  themselves  of  the  little  mercantile  capital  tbe;  have; 
let  them  abolish  those  corporations  to  which  peoplfi  ^^ 
canriot  themselves  do  business  with  the  widow  *"^  Ij* 
orphun,  have  contributed  their  means  for  the  sccomnwdi- 
tion  of  commerco ;  let  them  but  do  this,  and  tbeir  doalilj 
will  be  admirable,  and  shall  have  our  approbation* 

Sir,  before  I  take  my  seat,  there  is  one  other  topic  (hat 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  advert  to— 1  mean  to  the  suppo«d  »• 
jurioua  effects  of  banking  institutions  upon  the  labonBI 
classes  of  society.  Although  I  have  no  doubt  ^^^^^ 
there  are  many  de&cts  in  the  constitution,  as  well  u  tw 
management  of  those  institutions  in  this  country,  ^ 
should  be  most  willing  to  co-operate,  if  occasion  sertrd, » 
refarming  thern,  I  have  so  hesitation  in  acquitting  tbeo  •< 
lra.?t  of  this  charge.'     Who  that  ha?  ever  heard  of  the  **• 
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MioD  between  capital  and  labor,  iMtween  wages  and  profits, 
lat  mast  see  at  once  that  it  is  anfounded  ;  and,  according- 
f,  Hume  objects  to  banks  that,  by  their  issues,  they  raise 
rigM,  and  so  hurt  the  manufacturing  interests  of  a  nation. 

have  already  remarked,  that  one  of  the  effects  of  an  in- 
reasiog  currency  is  to  make  a  distribution  of  the  wealth  of 
ociely  more  favorable  to  the  induitrious  classes  of  it — to 
onfifcatf,  in  a  manner,  the  property  of  thoso  who  live  on 
led  incomes,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  produce  the 
ommodities  on  which  those  incomes  are  laid  out.  It  is  for 
liii  reison  that  the  radicals  of  England — Mr.  Atwood,  for 
xample — are  all  strenuous  advocates  of  paper  money,  and 
vea  of  inconvertible  paper.  The  idea  that  the  poor  are  to 
9io  bj  a  return  to  a  metallic  currency  is,  so  far  as  I  know, 
nnSoed  to  their  friends  in  this  country,  whose  zetil  is 
ertiinly  greater  than  their  knowledge. 

It  i«  true,  sir,  that  among  other  disadvantages  attending 
vqaenl  fluctuations  in  the  currency,  it  is  said  that  wages 
n  the  last  thing  that  rises  in  a  case  of  expansion.  And 
hit  may  be  so  in  countries  where  the  supply  of  labor  is 
^ter  than  the  demand ;  but  the  very  reverse  is  most  cer- 
■olj  the  fact  here,  and  where  the  demand,  especially 
fhsn  stimulated  by  any  extraordinary  increase,  real  or  fie- 
liool,  of  capital,  is  always  greater  than  the  supply.  All 
rice  ifl  a  question  of  power,  or  relative  necessity  between 
fo  parties ;  and  every  body  knows  that,  in  a  period  of  ex- 
Hement  here,  wages  rise  immediately,  and  out  of  all  pro- 
ortion  more  than  any  thing  else,  because  the  population 
f Ibe  country  is  entirely  inadequate  to  its  wants.  During 
bi  lui  year,  for  instance,  the  price  of  labor  became  so  ox- 
Aitant,  that  some  of  the  most  fertile  land  in  South  (7aro- 
ha,  rice  fields,  which  have  been  cultivated  for  a  hundred 
nrai  were  in  danger  of  being  abandoned,  from  the  impos- 
{bility  of  paying  for  it.  Sir,  as  a  Southern  man,  I  repre- 
(Bt  equally  rent,  capital,  and  wages,  which  ereconfound- 
I  io  our  estates  ;  and  I  protest  against  attempts  to  array, 
Vlhout  cause,  without  a  color  of  pretext  or  plausibility, 
M  dif&rent  classes  of  society  against  one  another,  as  if,  in 
Bch  a  country  as  this,  there  could  be  any  natural  hostility 
rinj  real  distinction  between  them — a  country  in  which 
I  the  rich,  with  hardly  an  exception,  have  been  poor, 
Bd  all  the  poor  may  one  day  be  rich-^a  country  in  which 
mking  institution  a  have  been  of  imnriensc  service,  precisely 
Kauie  they  have  been  mo^t  needed  by  a  people  who  had 
I  their  fortunes  to  make  by  good  character  and  indus- 
1008  habits.  Lf>ok  at  that  remarkable  picture — remark- 
btenotasa  work  of  art,  but  as  a  monument  of  history — 
rbieh  yon  sec  in  passing  through  the  rotundo.  Two  out 
f  five  of  that  immortal  committee  were  mechanics,  and 
■ch  men  !*  In  the  name  of  God,  sir,  why  should  any 
Be  study  to  pervert  the  natural  good  sense  and  kindly 
xfinga  of  this  moral  and  noble  people — to  infuse  into  their 
Unds  a  sullen  envy  towards  one  another,  instead  of  that 
raerans  emulation  which  every  thing  in  their  situation  is 
^  to  inspire — to  breathe  into  them  the  spirit  of  Cain, 
iQUering  deep  curses  and  meditating  desperate  revenge 
Sainst  his  brother,  because  the  smoke  of  his  sacrifice  has 
icenJed  to  heaven  before  his  own  !  And  do  not  they 
'ho  treat  our  industrious  classes  as  If  they  were  in  the 
am^.  deb-ised  and  wretched  condition  as  the  poor  of  Eu- 
51*1  insult  them  by  such  an  odious  comparison  1  Why, 
ir,  yon  do  not  know  what  poverty  is.  We  have  no  poor 
0  this  country,  in  the  sense  in  which  that  word  is  ased 
woad.  Every  laborer,  even  the  most  humble,  in  the 
Jnited  Slates  soon  becomes  a  capitalist,  and  even,  if  he 
'hoose,  a  proprietor  of  land ;  fur  the  West,  with  all  its 
landless  fertility,  is  open  to  him.  How  can  any  one  dare 
|o  compare  the  mechanics  of  this  land  (whose  inferiority, 
m  any  suUtantial  particular,  in  intelligence,  in  virtue,  in 
»«alih,  to  the  other  classes  of  our  society,  I  have  yet  to 
wjfo)  with  that  race  of  outcasts,  of  which  so  terrific  a  ptc- 

*  FmakI  in  and  Sherman,  sij^nors  of  lUo  Declaration. 
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ture  is  presented  by  recent  writers — ^the  poor  of  Europe  1 
a  race,  among  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  whom  famine 
and  pestilence  may  be  said  to  dwell  continually  ;  many  of^ 
whom  are  without  morals,  without  education,  without  a 
country,  without  a  God !  and  may  be  said  to  know 
society  only  by  the  terrors  of  its  penal  code,  and  to  live  in 
perpetual  war  with  it.  Poor  bondmen  !  mocked  with  the 
name  of  liberty,  that  they  may  be  sometimes  tempted  to 
break  their  chains,  in  order  that,  after  a  few  days  of  star- 
vation in  idleness  and  dissipation,  they  may  be  driven 
back  to  their  prison  house  to  take  them  up  again,  heavier 
and  more  galling  than  before;  severed,  as  it  has  been 
touchingly  expressed,  from  nature,  from  the  common  air, 
and  the  light  of  the  sun ;  knowing  only  by  hearsay  that 
the  fields  are  green,  that  the  birds  sing,  and  that  there  is 
a  perfume  in  flowers,  j- 

And  is  it  with  a  race  whom  the  perverse  institutions  of 
Europe  have  thus  degraded  beneath  the  condition  of  hu- 
manity, that  the  advocotea,  the  patrons,  the  protectors  of 
our  working  men,  presume  to  compare  them  ?  Sir,  ii  is 
to  treat  them  with  a  scorn  at  which  their  spirit  should  re- 
volt,  and  docs  revolt.  Just  before  I  left  Charleston,  there 
was  a  meeting  called  for  some  purpose,  which  was  regard- 
ed by  the  people  of  that  city  as  unfavorable  to  public  order. 
There  was  something,  I  suppose,  in  the  proceedings  which 
looked  to  the  invidious  distinction  of  which  I  have  boon 
speaking;  for  it  led,  as  I  have  heard,  to  an  expression  cf 
sentiment  from  one  of  our  mechanics,^  which  struck  me  as 
noble  beyond  all  praise.  He  said  he  wondered  what  could 
bo  meant  by  addressing  to  the  industrious  classes,  particu- 
larly, all  inflammatory  appeals  against  the  institutions  of 
the  country,  as  if  they  were  not  a  part  of  the  community 
as  much  interested  in  its  order  and  peace  as  any  other;  as 
if  they  had  no  ties  of  simpathy  or  connexion  with  their 
fellow-citizens;  above  all,  as  if  they  had  not  intelligence 
and  knowledge  enough  to  take  care  of  their  own  interests, 
but  were  reduced  to  a  state  of  perpetual  pupilage  and  in- 
fancy, and  needed  the  officious  protection  of  self- constitu- 
ted guardians !  Sir,  that  was  a  sentiment  worthy  of  a 
freeman,  and  which  may  be  recorded,  with  honor,  among 
the  sayings  of  heroes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  thank  the  committee  for  the  attention 
with  which  it  has  honored  me.  I  have  detained  it  long ; 
but  I  was  full  of  the  subject,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  one 
of  vast  importance  in  all  its  bearings.  I  have  spoken  what 
I  felt  and  thought,  without  reference  to  pirty.  But  I  will 
say  one  word  to  those  with  whom  I  have  generally  acted 
on  this  floor.  I  have  heard  that  some  of  them  disapprove 
this  measure,  but  are  disposed  to  vote  for  it  to  oblige  their 
friends.  Sir,  this  is  a  strange  and  a  groat  mistake.  A 
true  friend  ought  to  be  a  faithful  counsellor.  Let  them  re- 
memlier  the  deep  reproach  which  the  great  poet  puts  in  the 
mouth  of  one  of  his  heroes  : 

"  Hadst  thou  but  shook  thy  head,  or  made  a  pause, 
Wlieu  I  snoko  darklv  whall  purposed; 
Or  lurned  an  eyo  of  uoubl  upon  my  facs  !** 

When  Mr.  TiKOAna  had  concluded, 

Mr.  NAYLOR,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  said,  it  was 
with  great  reluctance  that  he  ro^,  for  the  first  time,  in  this 
hall.  He  felt  himself  obliged  to  rise.  Yes,  (said  Mr.  N.,) 
T  am  impelled  to  speak.  1  cannot  remain  silent.  I  voted 
for  the  introduction  of  this  bill  to  our  deliberations  some 
days  since,  on  purpose  to  aflbrd  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickbns]  an  opportunity  to 
express  his  views  in  relation  to  it.  I  perceived  his  anxioty 
to  speak,  and  felt  a  friendly  disposition  to  gratify  him.  If 
t  were  surprised  when  I  heard  him  draw  into  the  vortex  of 
discussion  the  excitive  topics  of  abolition,  Texas,  slavery, 
and  locofocoisro,  topics  which  have  nothing  to  do  with  this 
subject,  what  must  have  been  my  feelings  when  I  heard 
him  denounce  the  institutions  of  the  North  as  mercenary 
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and  slavish,  and  exalt  those  of  the  Sooth  is  ancient,  patri- 
archal, and  almost  perfect ;  boldly  avow  that  the  laborers  of 
the  North  were  the  subjects  of  the  Nortliern  capitalists ; 
put  the  Northern  workmen  on  a  footing  with  the  Southern 
titaves,  and  threaten  to  preach  insurrection  to  the  laborers 
of  the  Notth.  Yes,  preach  insurrection  to  the  Northern 
laborers ! 

I  am  a  Northern  laborer.  Ay,  sir,  it  has  been  my  lot 
to  have  inherited  as  my  only  patrimony,  at  the  early  age  of 
nine  years,  nothing  but  naked  orphanage  and  otter  destitu- 
tion ;  houseless  and  homeless,  fatherless  and  penny  less,  I 
was  obliged,  from  that  day  forward,  to  earn  my  daily  bread 
by  my  daily  labor.  And  now,  sir,  when  I  take  my  seat 
in  this  hall  as  the  free  representative  of  a  free  people,  am 
I  to  be  sneered  at  as  a  Northern  laborer,  and  degraded  into 
a  comparison  with  the  poor  oppressed  and  suffering  negro 
slave  ?  Is  such  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  institutions  ? 
Tf  it  be,  then  did  our  fathers  fight,  and  bleed,  and  struggle, 
and  die  in  vain! 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  has  misconceived  the  spirit  and 
tendency  of  Northern  institutions.  He  is  ignorant  of 
Northern  character.  He  has  forgotten  the  history  of  his 
country.  Preach  insurrection  to  the  Northern  laborers ! 
Preach  insurrection  to  mo !  Who  are  the  Northern  labor- 
ers ?  The  history  of  your  country  is  their  history.  The 
renown  of  your  country  is  their  renown.  The  brightness 
of  their  doings  is  emblazoned  on  its  every  page.  Blot  from 
your  annals  the  deeds  and  the  doings  of  Northern  laborers, 
and  the  history  of  your  country  presents  but  a  universal 
blank. 

Sir,  who  was  he  that  disarmed  the  Thunderer,  wrested 
from  his  grasp  the  bolts  of  Jove,  calmed  the  troubled  ocean, 
became  the  central  sun  of  the  philosophical  system  of  his 
age,  shedding  his  brightness  and  effulgence  on  the  whole 
civilized  world — whom  the  great  and  mighty  of  the  earth 
delighted  to  honor;  who  participated  in  the  achievement  of 
your  independence;  prominently  assisted  in  moulding  your 
free  institutions,  and  the  beneficial  effects  of  whose  wis- 
dom will  be  felt  to  the  last  moment  of  **  recorded  time  t" 
Who,  sir,  I  ask,  was  he  ?  A  Northern  laborer — a  yankee 
tallow-chandler's  son — a  printer's  runaway  boy ! 

And  who,  let  me  ask  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  was 
he  that  in  the  days  of  our  Revolution  led  forth  a  Northern 
array,  yes,  an  army  of  Northern  laborers,  and  aided  the 
chivalry  of  South  Carolina  in  their  defence  against  British 
aggression,  drove  the  spoilers  from  their  firesides,  and  re- 
deemed her  fair  fields  from  foreign  invaders — who  was  hel 
A  Northern  laborer,  a  Rhode  Island  blacksmith — the  gal- 
lant General  Greene,  who  left  his  hammer  and  his  forge 
and  went  forth,  conquering  and  to  conquer,  in  the  battles 
of  our  independence  !  And  will  you  preach  insurrection 
to  men  like  these  ? 

Sir,  our  country  is  full  of  the  glorious  achievements  of 
Northern  laborers  !  Where  is  Concord,  and  Lexington, 
any  Princeton,  and  Trenton,  and  Saratogn,  and  Bunker 
Hill,  but  in  the  North  1  And  what,  sir,  has  shed  an  im- 
perishable renown  on  the  never-dying  names  of  tbo«c  hal- 
lowed spots  hut  the  blood  and  the  struggles,  the  high  da- 
ring and  patriotism,  and  sublime  courage  of  Northern 
laborers?  The  whole  North  is  an  everlasting  monument 
of  the  freedom,  virtue,  intelligence,  and  indomitable  inde- 
pendence of  Northern  laborers !  Go,  sir,  go  preach  in- 
surrection to  men  like  these  I 

The  fortitude  of  the  men  of  the  Nurth  under  intense 
suffering  for  liberty's  Fake,  has  been  almost  God-liku! 
History  has  so  recorded  it.  Who  comprised  that  gallant 
army  that  without  food,  without  pny,  shelterless,  ^hoelesi*, 
penny  less,  and  almotft  naked,  in  that  dreadful  winter — the 
midnight  of  our  Revolution,  whose  wanderings  could  bo 
traced  by  their  blood-tracks  in  the  snow  !  whom  no  arts 
could  seduce,  no  appeal  lend  astray,  no  suffering  disaffect, 
but  who,  true  to  their  country  and  ita  holy  cause,  continued 


to  fjght  the  good  fight  of  liberty,  nntil  it  finally  triumphrdl 
Who,  sir,  were  these  men?  Why,  Northern  Uboim; 
yes,  sir.  Northern  laborers! 

Who,  sir,  was  Roger  Sherman,  and — ^but  il  is  idle  te 
enumerate.  To  name  the  Northern  laborers  vrho  hive  dis- 
tinguished themselves  and  illustrated  the  history  of  their 
country,  would  require  days  of  the  time  of  this  Hone. 
Nor  is  it  necessary.  Posterity  will  do  them  joslicf.  Tbeii 
deeds  have  been  recorded  in  cbarartert  of  fire ! 

And  such  are  the  workingmen  of  the  North  at  this  liar. 
They  have  not  degenerated ;  they  are  in  all  rcspecU  worthy 
of  their  intelligent  and  sturdy  sires.  Whrse  blood  vu  n 
profusely  shed,  during  the  last  war,  on  the  CiDadtlioi^ 
but  that  of  the  Northern  laborers  ?  Who  achieved  thegl»> 
rious  victories  of  Perry  and  McDonough  on  the  lakes,  but 
the  Northern  laborers  ?  Yes,  they  «  met  the  encoy  mi 
made  them  theirs."  Who,  sir,  have  made  oar  ships  thi 
models  for  all  Europe,  and  sent  forth  in  the  late  wir  thai 
gallant  vessels  that  gave  our  little  navy  the  first  |ibctii 
the  marine  annals  of  the  world,  and  covered  oor  anus  N 
the  ocean  in  a  blaze  of  glory,  but  the  skill,  and  inteDet^ 
and  patriotism  of  the  Northern  laborers!  And  who,  a^ 
manned  these  vessels  and  went  forth  and  for  the  firri  tia 
hun)bled  the  British  lion  on  the  ocean,  but  the  Nortboi 
laborers?  And  who,  sir,  was  he,  that  noble  tsr  vh^l 
wounded,  and  bleeding,  and  mangled,  and  to  aD  sppeit 
ance  lifeless  on  the  deck  of  one  of  our  ship?,  on  hcaiia 
that  the  flag  of  the  enemy  had  struck,  and  that  ridory  U 
perched  on  the  proud  banner  of  his  country,  raised  op  H 
feeble  mangled  form,  opened  his  languid  eyes  once  ra 
to  the  light  of  heaven,  waved  bis  palziod  hand  ^loundlj 
head  in  token  of  his  joy,  and  fell  back  and  died.  Vk| 
sir,  was  he?  Why,  a  Northern  laborer;  a  Northern  I 
borer  !  And  yet  these  men  are  the  slaves  of  the  North^l 
whom  tbe  honorable  gentleman  is  about  to  preach  iosi 
rection ! 

[Mr.  PicKEirs  explained,  and  said  in  substance  thall 
bad  spoken  only  of  the  tendency  of  Northern  instiiuti^ 
to  make  the  workingmen  of  the  North  tribolaiy  to  theoj 
italist,  and  to  prevent  them  from  rising  from  their  iaboris 
situation.  That  he  had  not  degraded  them  into  acoa^ 
ison  with  the  slaves,  but  had  said  that,  if  tbe  people  ^i 
North  would  continue  to  interfere  with  the  slaves  of  d 
South,  that  then  he  (Mr.  Pjckkks)  would  preach  iM 
rection  to  tbe  Northern  laborers !] 

Mr.  Nat  LOR  resumed  and  said :  I  have  not  misuoJl 
stood  the  honorable  gentleman.  That  the  honorable  (i 
tleman  does  treat  the  Northern  workmen  as  Southern tki 
is  evident  from  what  be  had  just  said.  If  he  bad  noli 
tended  to  place  them  in  the  same  degraded  simatioa 
slaves,  how  could  he  threaten  to  preach  insurrection  uM 
them  ?  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  mistakra  I 
tendency  of  NortherK  institutions,  as  much  as  be  has  ■ 
conceived  the  worth  and  spirit  of  Northern  character.  Q 
institutions  have  no  such  tendency  ;  no,  sir,  butexadlyt 
reverse.  They  raise  up  tho  laborer.  They  place  en 
man  upon  an  equality.  Tbey  give  to  all  equ.il  rights  i 
equal  chances,  and  holJ  out  to  all  equal  inducemeoti 
action.  Northern  institutions  tend  to  keep  down  I 
Northern  laborers  !  The  whole  history  of  the  North,  fr 
the  landing  of  the  first  pilgrim  on  the  rock  of  Plymouth 
this  hour,  contradicts  this  position. 

I  appeal  to  the  Representatives  from  PennsylTinia- 
ask  you,  sirs,  who  is  Joseph  Hitner,  that  distingoisi 
man,  who,  at  this  very  moment  fills  the  executive  chaii 
your  great  State — a  man  who,  in  all  that  constitutes  b 
moral  and  intellectual  worth,  has  few  sopcriors  in  t 
country — one  who  has  all  the  qualities  of  head  and  be 
necessary  to  accomplii»h  the  great  6tate$inan,  and  whop 
sesses,  in  the  most  enlarged  degree,  all  tbe  elements  of  1 
man  greatne£s — who,  sirs,  is  ho  ?  A  Northern  laboitt 
a  Pennsylvania  wagoner — v.  ho,  for  years,  drove  his  tf 
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ram  Pidsborg  to  PhUadelpbia,  <«OTer  the  mounuin  and 
ifvrtbe  moor,*'  not  "  whiftiing  as  he  went,"  no,  sir,  but 
veptring  himself  then,  by  deep  cogitation  and  earnest  ap- 
ifieitioo,  for  the  high  destiny  which  the  fotare  had  in  store 
ir  bin.  And  who,  1st  me  ask  the  same  gentlemen,  who 
I  Janes  Todd,  the  present  attorney  general  of  Pennsyl- 
tail,  diitiognished  for  the  eitent  of  hb  legal  acqairements, 
irthe  comprehensive  energy  of  his  mind,  for  his  strength 
farpment,  and  Tigorous elocation^who,  sir,  is  he?  He, 
»,  is  a  Northern  laborer—- a  Pennsylvania  wood-chopper. 
I  early  childhood  a  destitute,  desolate  orphan,  bonnd  out 
f  the  ovecseers  of  the  poor  as  an  apprentice  to  a  laborer ! 
iMie,  sir,  are  some  of  the  fruits  of  Northern  institutions, 
MM  of  the  slavee  to  whom  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
t«e  to  preach  insurrection  ! 

Bot,  if  the  Northern  institutions  be  hostile  to  equality, 
ad  kave  the  effect  that  the  honorable  gentleman  contends 
v,  ts  keep  down  the  workmen  and  make  them  tributary 
»lbs  capitalists,  how  comes  it,  how  comes  it,  that  I  am 
Mr,  at  an  early  age,  a  representative  in  this  hall  1  Sir, 
ie  gentleman  it  utterly,  utterly  deceived  as  to  the  effect 
roar  institotioDs  and  the  charmctor  of  public  sentiment  in 
»  North. 

Petiow-freemen  of  my  own,  my  native  district,  bankers, 
fitslistB,  and  merchants,  (so  much  denounced,)  manu- 
clQren,  mechanics,  and  laborers,  I  appeal  to  you  all: 
lid  iterer  occur  to  any  one  of  yon,  when  I  was  a  candi- 
Ml  for  the  high  ofiice  to  which  your  free  suffrages  have 
•wted  me — did  it,  I  say,  ever  occur  to  any  one  of  you  to 
jet  to  me  because  poverty,  orphanage,  and  destitution 

■  once  made  me  a  laborer  for  my  daily  bread  ?  No,  sirs, 
h  I  will  do  you  the  justice  to  answer  for  you— no ! 
«W  inquiry  was  not,  "is  he  rich  or  poor,  a  lalmrer,  a 
fittlist,  a  banker,  or  a  merchant  1*'  but  •<  is  he  a  man  ? 

■  lie  ability  enough  moderately  to  sustain  our  interests 
the  great  councils  of  the  nution,  and  nerve  and  moral 
o»ge  enough  fearlessly  to  defy  the  assaults  of  power, 
w  to  Tindicate  the  outraged  principles  of  our  constitution?*' 
■d  here,  sir,  I  now  am,  and  what  is  there  to  prevent  me 
»m  taking  my  stand  by  the  side  of  the  proudest  man  in 
iihall! 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  the  fir»t  time  that  I  have  heard 
iwraliel  run  between  the  slaves  of  the  South  and  the 
Nking-men  of  the  North.  For  a  while,  sir,  that  parallel 
M  made  as  to  the  relative  condition  of  the  free  negroes 
^  North  and  the  slaves  of  the  South.  Recently,  bow- 
er, some  of  those  who  advocate  the  surpassing  excellence 
^  alsTe  institutions  of  the  South,  have  taken  a  bolder 
«  more  daring  stand.  Racking  their  brains  for  arguments 
«  illustrations  to  justify  slavery  as  it  prevails  among 
Ok,  they  have  hazarded  the  bold  proposition  that  slavery 
Ws  in  every  country ;  and  that,  in  the  North,  the  opera- 
^  tboQgh  nominally  free,  are  in  fact  the  slaves  of  the 
pitalista.  Such  a  proposition  is  monstrous.  I  tell  you,  sir, 
Wlemen  deceive  themselves.  They  slander  the  free  in- 
'twions  of  their  country.  They  wrong  the  most  intelli- 
«t  and  enterprising  class  of  men  on  earth.  I  know  thorn 
■U;  I  have  been  long  associated  with  them.  I  have  seen 
*Di  form  themselves  into  libraries  and  other  associations 
f  intslloctttal  improvement.  I  have  seen  them  avail  them- 
Ivei  of  every  leisure  moment  for  mental  culture.  I  have 
^  them  learned  in  the  languages,  skilled  in  the  sciences, 
w  mformed  in  all  that  is  necessary  to  give  elevation  to 
^  ebaracter  of  man,  and  to  fit  him  for  the  high  destinies 
r  which  he  was  designed.  Let  the  honorable  gentleman 
>  among  them,  and  he  will  find  them  in  all  respects  equal 
^ose  who  make  it  their  boast  that  they  own  all  the  la- 
*"■  in  the  South.  Yes,  sir,  as  well  qualified  to  become 
•Wfable  rulers  of  a  fifee  people — having  h»»ad8  fitted  for 
^  highest  councils,  and  fearless  hearU  and  sinewy  arms 
»f  ttie  enemies  ef  this  great  nation. 
Mr.  Cbdrman,  I  call  upon  gentlemen  of  the  North  to 


bear  witnesi  to  the  truth  of  what  I  have  said ;  I  call  upon 
them  to  look  back  to  the  days  of  their  childhood  and  say 
whom  they  have  seen  attain  honor,  distinction,  wealth,  and 
affluence  ?  Are  they  not  the  working,  the  industrious  parts 
of  society  ?  And  do  not  the  institutions  of  the  North  ne- 
cessarily lead  to  such  results  ?  Sir,  when  I  pause  for  a 
moment,  and  behold  what  are  now  the  little  destitute  play- 
mates of  my  childhood,  I  am  overwhelmed  with  astonish- 
ment. Some  of  them  have  gone  forth  from  their  homes, 
become  draughters  and  signers  of  declarations  of  indepen- 
dence, founders  of  new  empires,  breakers  of  the  chains  of 
despotism,  and  the  earth,  even  in  their  youth,  has  drunk 
up  their  blood,  shed  willingly  in  the  cause  of  the  rights  of 
man.  Some  have  ministored  at  the  ultar  of  their  divine 
Master.  Some  have  led  the  bar,  adorned  the  Senate,  illus- 
trated the  judiciary ;  and  others  have  wandered  in  the  flow- 
ery field  of  literature,  trod  in  the  cool,  tranquillizing 
paths  of  philosophy,  delved  in  the  depths  of  science,  and 
compassed  the  world  with  their  enterprise.  In  a  word, 
civilization  has  no  pursuit  that  they  have  not  already  hon- 
ored and  adorned.  And  yet  these  men  are  some  of  the 
friiite  of  those  odious  institutions  against  which  the  eloquent 
gentleman  has  undertaken  his  crusade. 

Sir,  it  is  the  glory  of  the  Northern  institutions  that  they 
give  to  every  man,  poor  and  rich,  high  and  low,  the  same 
fair  play.  They  place  the  honors,  emoluments,  and  dis- 
tinctions of  the  country  before  him,  and  say  **  go  run  your 
race  for  the  prize,  the  reward  shall  encircle  the  brow  of  the 
most  worthy."  Thus  it  is  that  every  one  feels  and  knows 
that  he  has  a  clear  field  Itefore  him,  and  that,  with  indus- 
try, prudence,  and  perseverance,  he  can  command  succeas 
in  any  honorable  undertaking.  He  knows  that  his  indus- 
try is  his  own;  his  efforts  are  his  own,  and  that  every  blow 
he  strikes,  whilst  it  redounds  to  his  own  immediate  advan- 
tage, contributes  also  to  the  good  of  the  community,  and 
the  glory  and  renown  of  his  country.  All  honorable  em- 
fdoymento  are  open  to  him.  The  halls  of  legislation  are 
open  to  him ;  the  bar  is  open  to  him ;  the  fields  of  science 
are  before  him ;  there  is  no  barrier  between  him  and  the  ob- 
ject of  his  ambition,  but  such  as  industry  and  perseverance 
may  overcome. 

Look  at  the  workings  of  their  institutions  upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  North.  Look  at  her  mighty  cities,  her  for- 
esta  of  masts,  her  smiling  villages,  her  fertile  fields,  her  pro- 
ductive mines,  her  numerous  charities,  her  ten  thousand 
improvements.  Behold  my  own,  my  native  State.  Penn- 
sylvania is  intellectualized  under  their  auspices.  Her  soil 
and  hills  and  valleys  and  rocks  and  everlasting  mountains 
live  and  breathe  under  the  animating  influence  of  her  in- 
telligent and  hord-working  population ;  every  stream  feeds 
ita  canal,  every  section  of  country  has  its  railroad,  distance 
is  annihilated,  the  flinty  ribs  of  her  rocky  mountains  are 
driven  asunder,  the  bowels  of  the  earth  yield  forth  their 
treasures,  and  the  face  of  the  earth  blooms  and  blossoms 
and  fructifies  like  a  paradise.  And  all  thiit,  all  this  is  the 
result  of  the  intelligence,  industry,  and  enterpri^  of  North- 
em  laborers,  fostered  by  the  genial  influence  of  their  insti- 
tutions. 

Nor  are  their  efforto  confined  to  their  own  country  alone. 
Their  industry  and  enterprise  compass  the  whole  earth. 
There  is  not  a  wave  under  heaven  that  their  keels  have  not 
parted ;  not  a  breeze  ever  stirred  to  which  they  have  not 
unfurled  the  starry  banner  of  their  country.  Go  to  the 
frozen  ocean  of  the  North  and  you  will  find  them  there;  to 
the  ocean  in  the  extreme  South  and  you  will  find  them 
there.  Nature  has  no  difltculty  that  they  have  not  over- 
come— the  world  no  limit  that  they  have  not  attained. 

In  every  department  of  mind  do  the  institutions  of  the 
North  exert  a  wholesome,  a  developing  influence.  Sir,  it 
was  but  a  few  days  since  that  you  saw  the  members  of  this 
House  gathered  round  the  electro-magnetic  machine  of  Mr. 
Davenport.     There  they  stood,  mute  and  motionless ;  be- 
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holding,  for  the  first  time,  the  secret,  snblime,  and  myste- 
rioas  principles  of  nature  applied  to  mechanics;  and  there 
was  the  machine,  visible  to  ail  eyes,  moving  with  the  ra- 
pidity of  lightning,  without  any  apparent  cause.  But  the 
genius  that  made  the  application  of  this  sublime  and  mys- 
terious influence,  who  is  he  but  a  laboring,  hard-working 
blacksmith  of  the  North  1 

Sir,  where  do  learning,  literature,  and  science  flourish 
but  in  the  North  1  Where  does  the  press  teem  with  the 
products  of  mind  but  in  the  North  1  Where  are  the  sci- 
entific institutions,  the  immense  libraries,  rivalling  almost 
at  this  early  day,  Europe's  vast  accumulations,  but  in  the 
North  ?  And  who,  sir,  gives  form,  and  grace,  and  life, 
and  pr'tportion  to  the  shapeless  marble  but  the  sculptor  of 
the  North  1  Yes,  sir,  and  there,  too,  does  the  genius  of 
the  pencil  contribute  her  glowing  creations  to  the  stock  of 
Northern  renown.  To  Northern  handiwork  are  you  in- 
debted for  this  magnificence  of  this  mighty  Capitol.  And 
those  noble  historical  pieces  now  filling  the  panels  of  the 
Rotundo,  which  display  the  beginning,  progress,  and  con- 
summation of  your  Revolution,  and  give  to  all  posterity 
the  living  forms  and  breathing  countenances  of  the  fathers 
of  your  republic — they,  too,  are  the  works  of  a  Northern 
artist ! 

But  before  I  conclude  this  branch  of  my  subject,  let  me 
make  one  observation  that  I  had  a! most  forgotten.  The  gen- 
tleman seems  to  think  that  our  workmen  must  of  nccesaiiy 
be  the  passive  instruments  oi  our  capitalists.  His  idea  of  the 
power  and  influence  of  wealth,  controlling  the  very  desti- 
nies of  the  man  who  labors,  must  be  derived  from  the  in- 
stitutions of  his  own  generous  South ;  where  he  frankly 
avows  that  the  capitalist  does  absolutely  own  the  laborers. 
His  views  are,  however,  utteriy  inapplicable  to  the  North. 
Who  are  the  Northern  capitalists  of  to-day,  but  the  pen- 
ny less  apprentices  of  yesterday  1  Sir,  in  the  North  there 
is  scarcely  a  class  of  men  existing  exclusively  as  capiul- 
ists.  The  character  of  capitalist  and  laborer  is  there  uni- 
ted in  the  siime  person.  In  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a 
hundred,  be  who  is  a  capitalist  has  become  so  by  his  own 
industry  and  perseverance.  He  begins  as  an  humble 
•Maborer"— his  industry,  virtue,  and  integrity  his  only 
capital.  He  gradually  accumulates.  Every  day  of  toil 
increases  his  means.  His  means  are  then  united  to  his 
labor,  and  he  receives  the  just  and  honest  profite  of  them 
both.  Thus  he  goes  on,  joining  his  accumulations  with 
his  labor,  receiving  the  profits  of  his  capital  and  his  toil, 
scattering  the  fruits  of  his  eflbrU  abroad  for  the  benefit  of 
society,  living  in  manly  independence,  and  laying  up  a 
stock  of  comfort  and  enjoyment  for  his  declining  years. 
Such  was  the  rich  Girard,  the  «*  merchant  and  mariner,'' 
as  he  styles  himself  in  his  last  will.  He  began  his  career 
a  destitute  cabin  boy.  And  such  are  the  capitalisU  ail 
over  the  North.  They  were  all  laborers  some  few  years 
since  ;  and  the  humble  operative  of  to-day  must  and  will 
be  the  wealthy  capitalist  in  some  few  years  to  come ;  and  so 
far  are  the  institutions  of  the  North  from  retanling  his  ad- 
vance, thst  they  encourage  him,  aid  him,  chocr,  cheriah, 
and  sustain  him  in  his  onward  career. 

But,  sir,  there  is  no  limit  to  this  subject.  I  will  pur-^ue 
it  no  farther.  I  might  easily  exhaust  myself,  but  the  sub- 
ject is  inexhaustible.  What  I  have  said  has  been  said  to 
vindicate  the  character  of  my  constituents  from  unjust 
atUcks,  and  to  relieve  the  institutions  of  the  North  from 
the  burden  of  denunciation  which  has  been  so  profusely 
heaped  upon  them.  I  have  uttered  nothing  in  a  spirit  of 
disparagement  to  the  South.  No,  Heaven  forbid  !  I  am 
incapable  of  it.  The  whole  country  is  my  country.  To 
me  there  is  neither  North  nor  South,  East  nor  West.  I 
am  an  humble  representative  of  it  all.  Our  fathers  fought 
»nd  bled  and  died  Av  it  all.  And  how  can  we,  their  sons, 
if  we  respect  their  pnaoiplM  and  cherish  and  venerate  their 
memoriiBSy  bow  can  we  quarrel  about  local  difficulties  and 


foster  sectional  jealonsies  ?  I  stand  here  the  reprsanU* 
tive  of  the  whole  country.  Not  an  inch  of  any  ptrt  of 
that  country  shall  be  disparaged  with  my  consent.  Whit- 
ever  concerns  its  honor  and  renown  deeply  and  dctrij 
concerns  me.  I  will  scrupulously  respect  the  rigbti  tad 
feelings  of  every  section  of  the  country,  and  do  all  in  dj 
power  to  advance,  nothing  to  retard,  its  peculiar  intenili 
except  where  they  may  come  in  conflict  with  some  grait 
fundamental  principle  which  must  not  be  sacrificed.  1 
will'exert  my  influence  to  heal  sectional  difi*eKnoef,  cxtaw 
pate  petty  jealousies,  foster  a  becoming  spirit  of  ooociiia- 
tion,  promote  universal  harmony  among  the  different  por- 
tions of  the  Union,  and  make  the  Union  itself  as  ereriart- 
ing  as  the  soil  which  it  embraces.  With  these  feebngi 
and  this  determination  I  have  come  into  this  Hoaae.  Ba^ 
sir,  I  never  can  and  never  will  remain  silent  wheo  tba 
rights,  or  interests^  or  characters,  or  institationB  of  mjr 
own  immediete  constituents  are  attacked.  No,  sir,  kt 
that  attack  come  from  what  quarter  it  may,  I  will  be  em 
prompt  to  offer  my  feeble  resistance  and  interpose  mjToioi 
in  their  just  vindication  ! 

(  now  beg  leave,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make  a  fewmaaiH 
more  immediately  connected  with  the  bill  under  comidaa' 
tion.  By  the  madness  and  folly  of  her  rulera,  ourcooo- 
try  has  been  precipitated  to  a  crisis.  We  have  been  «► 
vened  here  to  meet  that  crisis.  That  is,  the  people  toi 
this  House  have  been  so  informed.  But  have  we  net  ill 
Are  we  meeting  iti  No,  sir;  we  have  been calkd heia 
to  do  what  this  House  has  been  doing  for  the  last  ai 
years,  to  echo  the  will  and  further  the  wishes  of  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive; to  carry  out  the  jecommendatioos  of  ibe  Pnfr 
dent's  message ;  to  cease  to  be  the  free  represenUtlvei  of 
the  people,  and  to  become  the  pliant  instruments  of  pos^* 
Nothing  is  to  be  introduced  to  our  deliberations  but  what 
the  President  has  recommended.  Petitions  are  pieaestBdi 
and  they  are  trampled  under  foot;  plans  of  relief  aremg- 
gested,  and  they  are  laid  upon  the  table.  The  people  de- 
mand  from  you,  through  their  represeutativee,  a  tor  iiit 
impartial  hearing,  and  you  meet  them  with  that  gag  a 
despotism — ^the  previous  quostion.  And  when  we  m 
why  is  all  this,  we  are  impudently  told  that  we  m«8l«|* 
tend  to  the  relief  of  the  Government ;  that  we  have  notli- 
ing  to  do  with  the  people ;  that  the  President  basnboiit* 
ted  his  plans,  and  that  right  or  wrong  we  must  tmM 
them ;  thai  he  has  chalked  out  to  us  the  line  of  ouriega- 
lative  duties,  and  that  we  must  follow  that  line,  toe  tha 
mark ;  yes,  toe  the  mark  is  their  phrase,  aAi  then  go  boat 
and  tell  our  constituents  that  we  have  slavishly  done  or 
master's  bidding. 

Sir,  it  is  by  conduct  like  this  that  our  countiy  hai  ha 
precipitated  from  the  height  of  prosperity  into  the  f^ 
depths  of  distress.  This  House  is  'responsible  for  ana 
of  the  evil  under  which  the  people  are  now  groaning.  Tbtf 
representatives  in  Congress  have  been  faithless  to  tbea* 
They  have  surrendered  up  their  independence  and  b^B* 
tlie  mere  echo  of  the  President's  will.  Instead  of  fre^ 
deliberating  and  choosing  what  was  best  for  the  peopkua 
the  country,  they  have  been  watching  the  ever-changiaj 
countenance  of  the  Executive,  and  ascertaining  ^^^f^ 
his  wishes  and  determinations — and  thus  have  they  M* 
slavishly  echoing  and  re-ebhoing  that  will  until  the  great 
fundamental  interests  of  the  conntry  have  been  eDlirei;'*^' 
rificed.  The  people  have  been  lost  sight  of;  tboae  wfe* 
were  their  servants  have  become  their  masters.  '  ''^  "T 
ry  candid  man  whether  the  legislation  of  Congreae  hasWS 
for  many  years,  conformed,  in  every  important  particoW' ^ 
the  commands  of  the  Executive  1  Whether  the  wicnJJ 
of  the  administration  have  not  been  the  law  of  the  wA^ 
Let  us  revert  to  the  history  of  the  past  and  aee  what  in 
the  lessons  that  it  teaches.  ^ 

Large  majorities  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  P***^ 
act  for  the  lecbarter  of  the  Bank  of  tba  Umtad  SMtK*  ♦ " 
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aaueratic  Lcgitlatore  of  my  own  State,  Peonaylvania, 
siiiiiDOoalj  recommended  it.  It  waa  vetoed  by  the  Preai- 
wL  Aod  what  did  Congreaa  do  ?  Why,  air,  changed 
^  opiotoD-*echoed  that  veto !  Yea,  we  aaw  the  very 
MO  who  draughted  and  advocated  the  bill  for  rechaitering 
Mbtnk,  (Mr.  Dallaa,)  preaidlng  at  a  town  meeting  a  few 
neb  afterwardi,  and  there  oppoaing  the  very  meaaure  of 
rUehhewu  the  author  and  fiither;  ay,  turning  at  the 
Kk  of  tba  Preaident,  like  Saturn  of  old,  to  deatroy  hia 
as  o&pring.  Thia,  perhapa,  may  have  been  all  very 
idi;  bot  it  it  not  a  remarkable  proof  that  membera  of 
;«giew  found  it  inconvenient  to  have  opiniona  which  did 
otexieUy  conform  to  those  ol  the  Executive  1 

Boligaio:  Congreaa  investigated  the  situation  of  the 
Ink  of  the  United  Statea,  for  the  purpose  of  aacerteining 
ikether  it  still  continued  to  be  a  safe  depoaitory  of  the  pub- 
ic Booejs.  They  funnd  its  situation  to  be  aound  and 
iMenme,  and  declared,  by  a  large  majority,  that  the  de- 
mtm  ihookl  be  coDtinoed  in  it,  according  to  law.  The 
PMident,  however,  a  abort  time  afterwards  determined 
AerwiM,  orderad  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  vi* 
|nt  haods  upon  the  treasures  of  the  nation,  to  Uke  them 
Ni  the  place  where  Congress  and  the  law  declared  they 
mU  b^  and  f  catter  them  abroad  over  the  land,  by  de- 
lidog  them  with  the  pet  banka ;  there  to  be  used  for  the 
ppoie  of  swelling  the  deluge  of  paper  money,  and  of 
jidiDg  and  pampering  and  bloating  the  demoralizing  spirit 
f^prcaiation. 

In  lixiy  daya  afterwards  Congi^sa  met      Well,  and 
'  did  membera  of  Congreaa  do  1     Did  they  adhere  to 
former  resolution  1     No,  sir,  they  again  surrendered 

ueir  independence  ;  again  changed  their  opinion,  and 

^5  echoed  the  will  of  the  Executive. 

it  wa^  that  the  President  furmed  his  league  of  pet 
He  conceived  and  planned,  and  put  in  operation, 
)ject  which,  according  to  his  promiae,  was  to  banish 
ngifrom  the  community,  give  us  the  best  of  curren- 
«ul  fill  op  the  cbaufinels  of  circulation  with  gold.  Thia 
the  sole  work  of  the  Executive  and  hia  agents.  Con- 
P*  hid  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  snbmiUod  his  plan, 
^•jer,  to  Congreaa,  in  the  form  of  a  law,  for  their  ap- 
JJfil.  They  heaitated  for  a  while,  and  grumbled  a  little; 
oot  daring  to  diaobey,  they  at  length  again  complied 
hisrequiaiiiona,  went  through  all  the  unmeaning  forma 
wle  ceremoniea  neceasary  to  give  it  a  legml  shape,  for- 

the  people  and  the  country,  and  again  echoed  the  will 

Ibe  Executive ! 

k^nt,  «r,  it  is  in  vain  to  give  further  examplea  of  the  en- 
fcwpcndence  of  this  House  on  the  Executive.  The 
Noent  has  been  passing  our  lawa !  Congreas,  in  truth 
P*  »n  feet,  baa  had  nothing  to  do  with  them !  His  will 
f^n  supreme.  This  House,  instead  of  being  the  free 
Pwenlative  body  of  the  people,  haa  been  the  represenU- 
(•  of  the  President! 

iBiit  the  bubble  haa  at  length  buret.  The  gilded  project 
I  which  so  much  waa  promised  and  ao  much  expected  by 
f  ujured  and  confiding  people,  is  at  an  end.  While  the 
Hple  stood  anxionaly  awaiting  the  realiiaiion  of  iu  prom- 
Id  idvaatageis,  it  suddenly  exploded,  aod  involved  them 
U  their  busineaa,  the  country,  ita  exchangee,  currency, 
MproBperity,  in  a  acene  of  confuaion  and  distreaa  unpar- 
""^  in  the  annala  of  our  civil  history.  The  Govern- 
l*^t>  from  a  hollow  and  bloated  appearance  of  sanity,  lie- 
■M  Mddealy  bankrupt.  The  people  were  overwhelmed 
1th  ditireas,  and  from  every  quarter  of  the  country  asked 
dief  from  the  evila  that  had  come  upon  them. 

Meeting,  then,  under  these  drcumstanee,  I  ask  had  we 
M  a  right  to  expect  that  Congreaa  once  more  would  re- 
MM  its  indepeodence,  and  attend  faithfully  and  fearless- 
r  to  the  business  of  their  constituents,  and  that  the  ad- 
iButraiioo  would  now  abandon  ita  projecta  and  give  over 
iitttempla  to  away  and  aubjugate  and  enaiave  the  repre- 


aentativea  of  the  country  1  But  have  our  expectations 
been  realized !  What  have  we  been  about  1  What  have 
we  done  1  Let  ua  see  whether  we  have  not  again  been 
auhaervieutly  echoing  the  will  of  the  Executive  1 

Our  first  act  was  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  poatponement  of 
the  payment  of  the  fourth  tnatalment  to  the  States,  to 
withhold  from  them  the  sum  of  upwards  ^  nine  milliona 
of  dollars,  which,  by  the  act  of  33d  June,  1 836,  we  had 
contracted  to  put  in  their  poasession.  By  that  law  it  ia 
provided  **  that  all  the  money  in  the  Treaauey  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea,  on  the  first  of  January,  1837,  reaerving  the 
anm  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  should  be  deposited  with 
the  Statea  in  proportion  to  their  respective  represenution 
in  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Represeniativea  of  the  United 
Statea."  Under  this  law  it  became  the  duty  of  the  8e^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  of  January,  1837,  to 
reaerve  tvo  milliona  out  of  it  for  the  uae  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  appropriate  the  balance,  whatever  it  might  be^ 
to  the  Statea  aa  already  mentioned.  The  Secretary  of  thfl 
Treaaury  performed  this  duty,  and  found  that  there  were 
upwards  of  forty-two  milliona  of  dollars  in  the  Treaaury. 
He  reaerved  the  five  milliona,  and  then  announced  to  th« 
different  Sutea  of  the  Union,  that  there  waa  in  the  Treas- 
ury, specifically  set  apart  for  them,  the  sum  of  thirty-seven 
millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  them  in  four  instalments. 
The  Statea  agreed  to  receive  the  money.  Three  inatal- 
roente  of  the  money  they  did  receive.  The  fourth  and 
laat  instalment  of  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dollars 
waa  to  have  been  paid  to  them  on  the  first  of  this  month. 
This  is  a  plain  unvamiahed  statement  of  the  case.  Thus 
we  aee  that  on  the  first  day  of  January  laat,  there  waa  in 
the  Treasury  thirty-seven  milliona  of  money  specifically 
set  apart  by  the  law  for  the  Sutes.  There  it  waa.  The 
Secretary  of  tne  Treasury  counted  it  and  declared  it  to  be 
there.  Now,  wh>  haa  not  this  money  been  all  paid  to 
the  Slates  1  Waa  it  becauae  this  House  paaaed  a  bill  for 
the  poetponemcnt  of  the  laat  payment  1  No,  air,  but  be- 
cause this  administration  had  previously  used  this  money 
for  their  own  purpoaea.  They,  Martin  Van  Buren  and 
hia  administration,  betrayed  the  trust  reposed  in  them» 
squandered  this  money — and  when  the  repreaentativea  of 
the  people  assemble  here  in  special  session,  we  are  inform- 
ed by  the  President  and  his  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  that 
the  money  that  waa  in  the  Treasury  for  the  Sutes  is  gone, 
haa  evaporated,  and  that  we  will  have  to  poatpone  the  pay« 
ment  of  one  fourth  of  it.  Thua  we  see  that  the  money 
was  uaed  by  the  adminiatration.  The  Preaident  and  his 
policy  have  postponed  the  payment  of  the  fourth  inatal- 
roent.  Congress  haa  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The 
money  was  there  for  the  Statea  on  the  first  of  January  laat. 
When  we  mot  here  in  eight  montha  allerwards  it  waa  not 
there.  Suppose  the  bill  for  postponing  its  payment  had 
not  been  passed,  could  the  States  have  got  the  money  1 
No.  Why  1  Because  the  adminiatration  had  previoualy 
used  the  money  that  was  specifically  set  apart  for  them. 
Thus  you  perceive  that  the  Executive  postponed  the  pay- 
ment of  iL  And,  after  doing  this,  he  very  modestly  calls 
upon  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to  do  what  he  had  previoualy 
done !  Well,  and  what  did  Congress  do  1  Why  again 
they  echo  the  will  of  the  President,  pase  a  law  postponing 
what  had  already  been  postponed,  and  declaring  a  solemn 
falsehood  to  the  whole  country,  that  we,  yea,  that  we  had 
withheld  from  the  people  of  the  Statea  nine  milliona  and  a 
half  of  mor.ey,  when  it  had  been  done  montha  before  by 
the  executive  rulers  of  our  country  ! 

This  is  the  first  exhibition  of  the  independence  of  thia 
body  !  If  we  continue  thus  to  comply  with  the  behests 
of  power  and  to  delude  and  betray  the  people,  I  aak,  in 
the  name  of  Heaven,  what  is  to  become  of  our  country 
and  its  free  institutions  1 

[Here  the  HoOse  took  ita  uaual  receaa.  AAer  the  le- 
ceas  Mr.  Natiob  leaumed.] 
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Mr.  Chairman,  the  embarrassment  incident  to  my  ni>- 
▼el  situation,  and  the  excitement  which  honied  me  on  to 
Tindicate  Northern  people,  sustain  Northern  institations, 
and  to  show  tlkejr  effect  upon  the  commnnity,  caused  me 
to  forget  this  morning  some  of  the  topics  that  I  had  intend- 
ed to  introduce,  and  to  enlarge  on  others  that  I  expected 
only  to  have  glanced  at.  U  is  too  late,  however,  to  take 
them  up  now.     I  will  go  on,  therefore,  where  I  left  ofil 

The  second    great  measure   which  the   administration 
commanded  you  to  pass,  and  which  you  did  pass,  wss  the 
bill  for  the  manufacture  of  ten  millions  of  Treasury  notes. 
Ye«,  ten  millions  of  paper  money-^ten   millions,  not  of 
hank  rags,  but  Government  rags — ten  millions  of  old  con- 
tinental paper — ten  millions  of  shin  plasters !     And  is  it 
possible  that  these  are  the  fruits  of  those  long  years  of  ex- 
citing, convulsing,    distracting   experiments,    which  our 
rulers  promised  us  should  produce  sach  a  safe  and  conve- 
nient currency,  and  flood  the  whole  land  with  gold  t     Ay, 
gold,   gold,   was  the  cry ;  and  now  we  have  gold  with  a 
vengeance  I    The  banner  of  our  rulers  has  had  for  its 
motto,  not  our  country,   nor  liberty,  nor  patriotism,  nor 
union,  nor  any  other  ennobling  or  inspiring  sentiment; 
no,  sir,  but  that  miserable  and  mercenary  promise  "  for 
fold,  gold,  gold."     For  years  have  our  people  been  mock- 
ed and  deluded  with  the  empty  promise  of  gold.     And 
now,  at  the  very  moment  when  they  reach  forth  their  ex- 
pecting hands  to  possess  it,  like  the  gold  which  is  said  to 
reward  a  bargain  with  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  it  turns  in 
their  grasp  into  dust  and  ashes!     The  Government  has 
been  raking  it  together   from    all  quarters  of  the  earth. 
They  have  wrung  it  with  an  iron  and  unrelenting  grasp 
from  the  possession  of  the  people.     7%ey  have  forced  it 
out  of  circulation.     It  is   money   no   longer;  it  is  now 
merchandise.     It  is  bought  and  sold,  as  you  would  buy 
your  bread  or  any  other  necessary  or  convenience  of  life. 
The  people  are  forced  to  buy  it  in  order  to  pay  their  debts 
to  the  Government.     And  whnt  does  the  Government  do 
with  it?  pay  it  back   to  the  people  1     No,   sir,  no,  but 
magnanimously  gives  it  to  the  officeholders  !     The  office- 
holders then  sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  profit  of  from  seven 
to  twelve  per  cent.     The  people  again  pay  it  to  the  Gov- 
ernment from  which,  as  before,  it  immediately  passes  to 
the  officeholders,  who  again  sell  it  te  the  people  at  a  large 
profit.     Thus  it  moves  round  and  round  in  one  continued 
and  contracted  circle,   cursing  t|ie  people,  and  taking  at 
every  torn  from  their  hard  earnings  the  amount  of  pre- 
mium pttid  for  it,  and  enriching  the  pampered  officeholder, 
just  in  proportion  as  it  robs  them.     In  the  meantime  the 
officeholders  have  got  the  Government  exclusively  to  them- 
selves.    They  have  all  the   gold  to  themselves.     They 
tell  as  that  the  Government  and  the  people  must  be  se|>- 
arato  and  distinct,   that  it  was  never  intended  that  the 
Governmeni  should  sympathize  with  their  sufferings,  or 
extend  relief  to  their  distresses.     And  how,  sir,  does  this 
golden  Government,  with  its  immense  professions,  pay  its 
own  debts  1     What  do  they  give  to  the  hard  toiling  me- 
chanic— ^the  aged,  feeble  and  tottering  war-worn  soldier  of 
the  Revolution  1     And  what  has  the  country  for  a  curren- 
cy 1     Why,  rags,  rag^;  not  "bank  rags'*  alone;  no,  (for 
they  grow  more  scarce  every  day,)  but  all  kinds  of  rags — 
a  complete  piece  of  patch  work,  an  undistinguished  gath- 
ering together  of  rottenness  and  confusion.  And,  to  crown 
the  whole,  the  President  and  his  gilded  partisans,  have 
passed  the  bill  for  the  manufacture  of  ten  millions  more  <A 
rags,  with  which  still  further  to  curse  the  country — the 
bill  creating  ten  millions  of  paper  money  for  the  people ! 

In  the  name  of  Heaven,  I  aisk,  when  will  this  evil  end  t 
When  will  members  of  Congress  he  members  of  Congiess, 
break  the  shackles  that  bind  them  to  the  blind  and  dark  and 
ferocious  spirit  of  power,  and  stand  forth  the  free  rept esent- 
atives  of  the  country  1 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  an  awful  reckoning  mast  (he  pea 


pie  have  with  those  in  power  ?  Sb,  the  aooooBtnoitlie 
made  up  sooner  or  later,  between  them  and  thoierehn 
who  have  been  promising  only  to  deceive  them,  sporting 
with  their  hopes,  trampling  down  their  interests,  lurri^ 
their  enterprises,  and  bruising  their  tenderert  synpathiei 
The  day  of  reckoning  must  come,  will  come!  As  eemii- 
ly  as  troth  must  prevail  over  error,  as  certainlj  m  righi 
must  be  vindicated  apd  injuries  redressed,  so  oertaialy  vil 
the  people  have  justice,  ay,  and  vengeance  too,  for  tb 
many  wrongs  with  wht<^  a  long  eoune  of  misrule  kn  via* 
ted  them.  We  have  already  heard  the  rambling  at  t  di>> 
tanoe.  The  volcano  will  burst  forth.  1  warn  gentle 
men — I  warn  the  administration,  to  '*flee  from  the  writbn 
come !" 

But,  sir,  I  have  again  been  hurried  beyond  nj  nriqiek 
I  intended  to  have  alluded  to  the  Treasorv  note  biQ 
to  ahbw  that  this  measure,  like  all  others,  had  been 
in  conformity  with  the  President's  will. 

The  opposition  in  tbu  House  did  all  that  reaaomMi 
could  do  to  prevent  its  passage.  One  snbmitted  t 
for  the  collection  of  the  debts  owing  by  the  depoiitibiDk% 
and  showing  conclusively  that,  by  this  mesDs,  the  GerfOii 
ment  could  get  their  money  from  the  banks  aoJ  benn^ 
the  mortifying  expedient  of  issuing  ten  miUioiB  flf  i^ 
money.  But  no,  it  would  not  do.  His  propoalioo  v^ 
not  listened  to.  Another  gentleman  submitted  i  phn  te 
the  sale  of  the  bonds  which  were  given  by  the  Baiiki^ 
the  United  States,  and  not  yet  due  to  the  G< 
proving  satisfactorily  that  this  would  entirely  diaconaecl 
Government  from  the  bank,  and  raise  money  amplj 
cient  to  dispense  with  the  issuing  of  the  Trearanf  m 
No,  they  would  have  Treasury  notes.  The  Prettilent 
recommended  them,  and  'of  coorse  his  Tecomnend< 
must  become  a  law.  So  accustomed  are  the  Presideot 
heads  of  Departments  to  consider  their  TeoommendaiioM 
having  the  force  of  law,  and  so  certain  waa  the  ' 
of  the  Treasury  that  the  Treasury  notes  would  be 
that  a  month  before  the  bill  was  passed  for  that  pa 
we  find  him  writing  circohirs  to  many  of  the  bankj,  vA 
groat  number  of  the  large  capitalists  in  the  country,  b 
stering  these  very  notes  about  for  sale !  What  a  bani&i| 
ting  commentary  upon  the  independence  of  the 
repesentatives  in  Congress ! 

But,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  IVeasory  knew  thtt 
House  would  not  disregard  the  will  of  the  Execotiu.  T( 
did  again  echo  that  will.     The  law  is  passed.    TKe 
ministration  designed  to  establish  a  great  Treasoiy ' 
The  design  is  as  evident  as  the  sun  in  a  doudieas  bei^ 
at  noonday.     They  knew  that  they  could  deceive  tbf  ^ 
pie  no  longer  with  the  golden  humbug.     They  have 
established  their  bank.     You  have  ordered  the  itsaeof 
millions  of  its  notes  to  begin  with.     These  sre  all,  sod 
only  gold  which  the  suffering  people  of  this  coon^ 
ever  get  from  this  false  and  deceitful  administration !  "" 
sir,  are   solemn   truths,  and   why  should  I  fear  to  ot 
themi 

What  next?  The  next  great  measure  that  we  bt«ei*l 
commended  to  us  is  the  la»t  great  experiment  of  tbtfe< 
power,  the  "Bub-Treasury  System.*'  This  project  W 
not  yet  received  the  sanction  of  this  House,  and  I P^ 
Heaven  that  it  never  may.  It  is  now  befove  us  for  con** 
oration.  I  pur^wse,  in  conclusion,  to  make  a  few  bartjj^ 
marks  upon  it.  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure.  ^I'^'^ 
not  yet  approved  by  Coni;ress,  it  is  now  in  operation.  ^ 
see  its  workings.  We  have  eaten  of  its  froits,  and.  W 
myself,  they  are  distasteful  to  me.  1  loathe  them.  I  ** 
for  cutting  down  the  tree  that  produced  them. 

Sir,  this  scheme  proposes  to  place  in  the  hands  of  w* 
viduala  who  are  depemlent  alone  on  the  will  of  ih*  »^ 
dent  for  their  continuance  in  office,  all,  yes  all  ibe  coonl- 
less  millions  of  the  money  of  this  Government  for  J>**2 
m<mt  and  safe-keeping.     These  mem  are  to  veeMv*  it»  bsM 
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aub'Treasury  Bill. 


[H.  07  R. 


I,  OK  it,  when  and  us  they  please,  with  no  earthly  barrier 
•twcen  it  and  the  temptation  to  appropriate  h  to  their  own 
tn,  which  the  personal  custody  of  such  immense  treasnres 
mt  offisr,  than  the  feeble  restraints  of  poor,  weak,  fallible 
Atnan  nature,  and  the  fear  of  the  consequences  which 
light  rsMilt  from  an  ultimate  detection. 
H')wfflaDy  receivers  and  holders  of  the  public  money,  or, 
I  other   words,  how  many  *'  sub-treasurers"  there  will 

•  icittered  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  this  wide 

Kd  coontry,  no  man  can  at  present  determine.  In 
ce,  where  a  similar  system  prevails,  there  are  one 
Httdred  thousand !  Here,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  a  short 
be,  the  number  would  even  exceed  that.    These  men  are 

•  hokl  ud  abeolutety  possess  the   whole  treasures  of  the 
mtfofl.    Some  of  them,  particularly  in  our  large  cities,  will 

t millions  of  dollars  in  their  hands  at  a  time.  One  un- 
opteJ  golden  current' will  be  continually  pouring  in 
bn  them.  What  a  temptation,  (even  aside  from  party 
Kiad  mflueoces)  is  thus  offered  to  use  a  portion  of  this 
mey  oecasianally  or  conlinualiy,  as  need  or  circumstan- 
mmj  require !  Sir,  the  temptation  will  be  irresistible. 
ftRDunded  by  needy  or  pressing  friends  in  distress,  whose 
Mies  and  fortunes  they  may  think  will  he  comforted  or 
'red  by  a  timely  loan ;  in  the  very  midst  of  the  exciting 
'  of  speculation,  with  Fortune's  dazzling  visions  urging 
on  to  UM  the  treasures  confided  to  their  keeping,  and 
rk  in  schemes  promising  to  result  in  the  enjoyment  of 
iMnse  possessions,  and  with  the  full  certainty  that  a  tem- 

Kose  of  even   large  amounts,  cannot  be  discovered ; 
into  consideration  with  these  circumstances  the  finct 
there  will  be  one  hundred  thousand  of  these  men — ^I 
Ihcy  will,  in  some  cases,  inevitably  misappropriate  the 
Large  amounts  of  it  must  be  lost.     The  treasures 
country  will  be  plundered.     Under  such  a  system, 
i<  no  safety  for  the  public  funds. 
It,  sir,  this  is  not  the  only  evil  that  I  see  in  this  meas- 
The  loss  of  the  public  moneys  will  be  nothing  com- 
M  lo  the  moral  and  political  evils  that  must  flow  from 

•  "Uid  us  not  into  temptation,"  was  the  sublime  prayer 
feorGod.  Our  rulers,  disregarding  this  divine  lesson, 
Mb  determined  to  surround  their  public  officers  with  a 
^fenoing  fire  of  temptation,  from  which  there  is  to  be  no 
^  of  escape.  Their  consciences  arc  to  be  seared,  and 
p  are  to  go  abroad  corrupted  and  corrupting  until  the 
|Mebody  politic  becomes  one  offensive  mass  of  putridity, 
Hng  to  heaven  and  tainting  the  very  atmosphere  of 
pdom.    This  may  be  strong  language.     But  I  see  the 

•  ■trongly.    I  feet  it  strongly. 
^  hire  heard  of  the  danger  of  uniting  the  purse  and  the 

'\'  All  the  unions  of  this  kind,  heretofore  deprecated 
i^ng  in  this  country,  are  as  ropes  of  sand  or  bonds 
mier  compared  to  what  will  be  the  case  if  you  pass 
hill!  You  wilt  not  only  unite  one  purse  nnd  one 
i— no,  sir,  you  will  unite  one  hundred  thousand  purses 
M  one  hundred  thousand  swords — all  ready  to  yield  up 
Mr  treasures  and  leap  from  their  scabbards  at  the  nod  or 
•*»l«ng  of  the  foot  of  one  man  ! 

^  "sub-Treasury  bill,"  it  is  gently  termed  in  this 
P*«e«    Before  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  deluding 

•  people  and  exciting  popular  feelings  in  its  favor,  you 
•■*  ii  a  •«  bill  to  divorce  tho  tfovernment  from  the 
Jj**"  But  what  is  iti  Trampling  tho  mere  name 
■*'  our  feet,  nnd  looking  at  it  as  it  is,  stripped  and 
■■•d  in  all  its  edious  deformity— I  ask  what  is  it  1  Why, 
*i  it  is  a  bill  for  arresting  the  flow  of  our  prosperity — for 
jj»erting  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republic — a 
JJ^w  ^'ing  the  corner  stone  of  despotism.  How  do 
**  in  power  recommend  it  to  us  1  What  arguments  do 
?«y  argc  in  favor  of  its  adoption  !  «*  Oh,"  they  say,  *'  it 
■jo  new  scheme.  It  exists  in  France ;  it  flourishes  in 
2J*»J  and  Austria — it  has  grown  into  full  and  vigorous 
J^^oo  in  Russia.     It  prevails  in  Turkey  and  in  cvpry 

of  the  new  and  old  world." 


My  heart  shudders,  my  blood  curdles  at  their  recom- 
mendations. In  every  ^ountry  under  heaven  where  such  a 
system  prevails,  the  people  are  trampled  on  and  plundered 
of  their  rights ;  ground  down  to  the  very  dust  by  the  awful 
despotism  of  their  rulers ;  bought  and  sold  like  cattle  with 
the  earth,  persecuted  by  power,  plundered  by  these  very 
sub-treasurers,  "  chained  to  tho  brutes  and  fettered  to  the 
soil.'*  And  yet,  sir,  this  administration  and  its  advocates 
urge  the  example  of  these  odious  tyrannies,  as  almost  tho 
only  argument  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  their  hateful 
scheme.  They  tell  us  that  their  plan  works  very  well  in 
those  countries.  But  they  do  not  tell  us  that  it  is  there  the 
grand  engine  of  despotism,  without  which  the  people  could 
not  be  kept  in  slavery  !  Yc#,  the  plan  does  work  well  in 
despotisms.  It  does  the  work  effectually.  It  works  ad- 
mirably well.  It  answers  the  very  purpose  for  which  it 
was  designed — that  of  plundering  and  enslaving  the  peo- 
ple, whilst  it  deprives  them  of  the  power  of  resistance ! 

Where  am  I  ?  Is  it  possible  that  here,  in  this  mighty 
capital  of  the  only  free  republic  on  earth,  with  the  deeds 
of  our  gallant  fathers  still  green  in  our  memjries,  with  hcr« 
and  there  one  of  their  lingering  associates  now  gating  upon 
our  deliberations,  and  the  thunders  of  Torktown  yet  ring- 
ing in  our  cars — is  it  possible,  I  say,  under  these  circum- 
stances, that  we  can  calmly  listen  to  a  proposition  to  aban- 
don the  settled  policy  of  our  Government  from  its  begin- 
ning to  this  day,  despise  and  denounce  the  wisdom  of  its 
immortal  founder,  reject  a  course  which  has  secured  an  un- 
exampled prosperity  to  our  country,  and  the  utmost  stretch 
of  liberty  to  ourselves— and 'turn  back  and  affectionately 
embrace — hug  to  our  bosoms,  as  jewels  above  all  price^ 
the  barbarous  institutions  of  the  dark  and  benighted  despot- 
isms of  the  old  word  t  Are  we  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
counsels  of  our  revolutionary  sages  and  receive  for  our 
guide  the  arbitrary  decrees  of  autocrats  and  tyrants  t  8ir, 
is  the  republican  seed,  scattered  far  and  wide  by  our  im- 
mortal sires,  to  be  eradicated  with  our  own  hands— and  are 
we  to  transplant  into  our  fertile  soil  the  sickly  shoots  of 
despotism,  and  nurse  and  water  and  cherish  them  into 
health  and  vigor  and  fructification  1  Heaven  forbid.  '  Let 
every  man  who  wishes  well  lo  our  republican  institutions 
put  the  seal  of  his  reprobation  on  this  scheme. 

I  have  said  that  this  very  **  sub-Treasury  system"  is  one 
of  the  great  means  used  by  the  autocrats  of  Europe  for  per« 
petoating  their  tyrannies.  In  the  hands  of  a  monarch  it  is 
an  engine  of  tremendous  power.  He  appoints  every  offi- 
cer. They' are  all  absolutely  dependent  upon  him,  and 
are  appointed  to  do  his  bidding.  They  are  responsible  to 
him  alone.  They  are  scattered  all  over  the  empire.  Every 
petty  district  has  its  officer  to  receive  and  hold  the  revenues 
of  the  Government.  They  have  immediate  communica- 
tion with  the  people.  Of  cotirse,  as  the  interest  of  the 
oflicer  binds  him  to  serve  his  sovereign,  and  as  there  is  no 
one  to  interfere  betwecp  them,  the  money  he  receives  can 
t>e  used  in  influencing  the  people  (or  subjects  as  they  are 
there  called)  in  any  way  desirable.  Thus  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  theste  little  treasurers  are  using  the 
money  in  their  respective  districts,  so  as  to  produce  the  de- 
sired influence  on  the  people.  And  yet,  in  a  moment,  the 
whole  treasure  can  be  collected  in  one  concentrated  mass  at 
the  nod  of  the  monarch.  This  is  ull  done  silently  and  se- 
cretly. The  evil  is  felt  and  no  one  can  toll  whence  it  comes. 
Despotism  is  upon  them,  and  they  have  no  means  to  break  it* 

This  system  of  monarchy,  this  engine  of  de^otism,  is 
the  very  one  which  the  bill  under  consideration  prrtpoeea 
to  introduce  into  this  country.  It  will  make  the  power  of 
the  President  as  supreme  as  that  of  any  autocrat  of  Eu- 
rope. You  will  have  a  hundred  thousand  ofliceholders 
appointed  by  the  President,  holding  their  office  at  his 
pleasure,  dependent  op<m  his  will  for  the  very  bread  they 
eat,  and  commissioned  to  do  his  bidding.  Every  neighbor- 
hood will  have  within  its  narrow  confines  one  of  these 
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"•ab-treasurerg,"  "to  harMs  the  people  and  eat  out 
their  subetance.'*  The  land  will  be  filled  with  vpies  and 
informera.  All  the  public  money,  miliiona  on  miillona, 
will  be  in  their  handa !  It  will  be  acattered  about  among 
their  partidanff,  become  the  aoureo  of  countleaa  demoralizing 
apecuiations  upon  the  induatry  and  property  of  the  people, 
and  must  inevitably  end  in  concentrating  all  power  in  the 
breaat  of  the  Executive.  Adopt  this  scheme,  carry  out  its 
provisions  in  all  their  ramifications,  and  there  will  be  no 
salvation  for  this  republic;  republican  forms  may  exist,  but 
despotism  will  be  its  very  life-blood,  its  pervsding  spirit. 

This  scheme  will  not  only  increase  the  number  of  your 
oflicers  four- fold,  and  thus  quadruple  the  taxes  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  it  will  furnish  Government  with  an  irresistible 
means  of  controlling  the  popular  will.  Theae  officers  must 
use  the  money  to  promote  the  views  of  their  roasters.  They 
are  appointed  for  that  purpose.  Ho  who  would  dare  refuse 
to  do  their  bidding  would  not  only  be  instantly  dismisaed, 
but  hunted  beyond  the  pale  of  national  consideration ;  yes, 
be  denationalized  and  proscribed  by  the  hireling  backs  of 
party  power. 

Will  any  gentleman  dare  aay  that  these  evila  are  all  im- 
aginary 1  What  takes  place  in  one  country  will,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  take  place  in  another.  This  system 
is  the  one  by  which  despotism  perpetuates  itself  all  over  the 
world.  Why  can  it  not,  why  will  it  not,  be  used  for  the 
pame  purpose  here  1  Is  it  for  the  want  of  a  disposition  in  our 
rulers  1  What  takea  place  among  us  now  1  Do  not  those 
in  power  attempt  to  force  the  minds  of  the  people  to  think 
with  them  1  Do  they  follow  the  popular  will,  or  do  they 
make  the  popular  will  bend  to  their  decrees  1  Sir,  my 
honorable  colleague  [Mr.  SzaesAHT]  told  a  grave  truth 
the  other  day,  when  he  said  that  Governmpnt  carried  every 
thing  by  a  war.  It  singles  out  its  object,  selects  its  plan, 
adopts  its  rooasuies,  and  then  opens  its  campaign,  and, 
with  its  countless  officeholders,  vast  treasures,  and  im- 
mense power  and  patronage,  enters  the  field,  marahais  all 
the  **  faithful**  to  its  standard,  shoots  as  deserters  all  who 
fly,  and  marches  onward  crushing  those  who  dare  oppoee  ! 

There  was  a  time  in  the  days  of  Jefierson — in  the  good 
old  davs  of  real  democracy — when  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment  interfering  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  or  attempt- 
ing to  influence  the  popular  will,  was  instantly  dismissed 
from  office.  It  was  the  cardinal  maxim  of  the  administra- 
tion of  this  illustrious  man  **  that  an  officer  who  would  at- 
tempt to  use  his  power  and  influence  to  control  public 
opinion  should  at  once  lose  his  office."  This  was  the 
fundamental  la<v  of  Jeflersonian  democracy.  Now,  sir, 
those  who  claim  to  be  the  exclusive  democrats  of  the  land 
have  reversed  this  law.  The  maxim  at  present  is,  **  that 
the  officer  of  the  General  Government  who  does  not  use 
all  his  power  and  influence  to  control  the  people  shall  be 
forthwith  dismissed."  Hence,  sir,  we  find  that  it  is  the 
officeholders  all  over  the  Union  who  fight  the  puliiical  bat- 
tles for  the  adminHtraiion.  They  mtut  do  it;  they  are 
bound  to  do  it ;  and  they  do  do  it. 

In  the  election  which  resulted  in  sending  mo  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people  into  this  hail,  the  officeholders  of 
the  General  Government  of  my  own  and  the  neighboring 
districts  were  the  persons  who  bore  all  the  heat  and  labor 
of  the  campaign,  and  did  all  the  speech-making  against 
me.  Not  only  that,  sir ;  but  at  least  one  person  residing 
here,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  this  grarid  seat  of  Ex- 
ecutive power,  holding  a  lucrative  situation  under  the  Gov- 
ernment, having  his  sons  employed  here  in  Government 
departments,  led  his  family,  travelled  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  to  get  into  my  district,  and  there  mounted  the 
stump,  became  an  open-moutlicd  brawling  advocate  of 
party  power,  called  upon  the  people  to  reject  me,  and  come 
to  the  support  of  his  master  in  Washington.  Sir,  if  such 
scenes  aiv  familiar  to  us  now,  what  will  take  place  when 
you  make*  four  times  the  number  of  officers,  and  plicc  mil- 


lions and  tens  of  millions  of  public  money  in  their  hindi! 
My  heart  shudders  at  the  contemplation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  ahown  that  this  syilsni  ii  tki 
engine  of  tyranny  wherever  it  exists^  and  that  the  tzaafik 
of  other  nationa,  urged  upon  us  by  its  «dvoGatsi»  tn  d 
derived  from  deapotism. 

They  urge  another  argument  in  favor  of  this  DMBnn^ 
which  consorts  in  all  things  with  the  one  joit  mentioatl 
They  say  that  the  effects  of  this  scheme  will  be  to  deilrq 
the  whole  system  of  credit.  It  is  true  that  wberevn  liai 
<*  sub-Treasury  acheme"  exists  there  is  no  credit  tucfl 
upon  the  most  narrow  and  limited  scale.  Koristhi»a» 
gular.  Recollect  that  this  system  prevails  only  ia  tint 
nies.  The  absence  of  credit  is  one  of  the  grand  chsndec 
istics  of  despotism  all  over  the  world.  Eveiy  bodj 
know,  or  can  know  if  he  will,  that  a  well* regulated 
system  and  despotism  never  have  existed,  do  not, 
cannot  exiat  together.  It  matters  not  whst  the  foniM  d. 
Government  may  be ;  if  a  system  of  general  credit  pi 
throughout  its  whole  extent,  the  heart  and  spirit  of  def| 
ism  must  be  crushed  and  broken. 

There  is  no  credit  system  in  Russia,  ProsMi,  Autii^ 
Denmark,  Sweden,  Spain,  Turkey,  nor  in  anj  other 
try  under  heaven,   where  the  people  are  in  dttiu 
wretchedneaa,  misery  and  degradation.     Nor  k  lbs 
The  converae  of  the  proposition  is  true.    Tben  is 
country  in  which  a  well-regulated  credit  systeo 
where  the  people  are  in  bondage.     It  is  a  bet,  whidi 
man  having  any  respect  for  truth  can  deny,  that  j«t 
proportion  as  a  sound  credit  prevails  in  any  coaDtry,  io 
same  proportion  are  the  people  in  the  enjoyment  of  hiH) 
oess  and  civil  and  political  liberty. 

The  reason  for  all  this  is  very  obvions.     What  is 
It  is  trust,  confidence,  belief  and  faith  in  the  honor  iiU 
tegrity  of  man.     It  waa  the  firat  kind  of  money, 
which  all  other  money  is  founded.     It  existed  before  ff 
or  letters  were  dreamed  of,  and  long  before  the  meuK  * 
precious  or  base,  were  extracted  from  the  gloomjbo' 
the  earth. 

In  the  early  atagea  of  society,  men  obtained  from 
other  the  product  of  their  labors  by  barter  or  ei ' 
The  artban  would  exchange  his  wares  for  the  gain  of 
husbsndman.     If  he  wantod  bread  and  had  notbii^it 
time  to  give  in  exchange,  the  farmer,  giving  credit  to 
integrity,  would  furnish  him  with  bread  stufl'  on  lu*r 
mise  to  give  him  his  wares  in  return  when  con 
This  cr^it  was,  therefore,  the  only  money  then.  Il 
nothing  but  confidence  of  one  man  in  another !   In 
to  get  this  confidence  or  credit  it  was  necessary  that  a 
ahould  be  honest     Thus  it  improved  the  monls  of 
kind.     The  more  it  was  used  the  closer  did  it  uoite 
in  society  ;  because  it  made  men,  in  a  degree,  dej 
upon  one  another,  and  made  each  individual  intern] 
the  welfare  of  the  whole.     Thus  it  encouraged  (be  kii 
sympathies  and  humanized  the  human  family.    ^' 
passed  from  hand  to  hand,  or  in  other  words,  when 
farmer  passed  the  promise  of  the  artizan  to  bis  ne igbto  1 
something  that  he  wanted  of  him,  it  became  ciito' 
credit  or  confidence  ;  and  as  that  became  widely  cxi 
from  man  to  man,  it  associated  together  into  one  n 
and    in   one    interest  the  most  distant  inhabitants 
whole  empire. 

Thus,  sir,  it  becomes  the  bond  of  society.  It  introdMf 
man  to  his  fellow,  and  gives  mutual  confidence.  It  f^ 
motes  travel,  improves  the  country,  facilitates  ciTil'»'*JJ 
develops  industry,  quickens  the  mental  facultien,  expaM 
moral  and  charitable  feelingsi,  unites  men  together  b;  4 
gentlest,  but  strongest  of  all  tics,  and  teaches  tbeio  iha 
power.  This  is  the  reason  why  credit  and  dt-potiiffl  * 
never  found  together.  It  makes  men  too  iimng  * 
tyrants !  Were  it  possible  to  difl'use,  at  once,  lhioo;«* 
all  Russia  the  credit  that  prrvails  in  this  country,  lh<  i^ 
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MKb  of  Ranian  despotbm  would  bo  bunt  asunder  as  by 

Dtgic,^  and  the  Russian  serf,  spring^ing  at  once  into  the 

dl  dignity  of  freedom,  would  stand  erect  and  unshackled  ! 

bis  the  policy  of  tyrants  to  ktep  their  subjects  apart. 

Ik;  ire  for  weakening  the  ties  that  bind  them  together. 

Iiejr  ue  for  disconnecting  every  man  from  his  neighbor — 

rang  him  lo  stand  isolated  and  alone;  sowing  the  scods 

fjeiloQty,  distrust,  and  individual  disunion,  destroying 

I  combinations,  and  making  every  one  depend  alone  upon 

le  MTereign  power. 

Tbiiftaie  of  things  cannot  exist  with  a  credit  system. 

Mit  gires  men  one  interest,  makes  them  depend  upon 

b  mother,  and  combines  them  into  one  irresistible  whole. 

Mbn  it  is  that  despots  are  at  war  with  credit.     They 

Im  keep  men  apart  in  savage,  barbarous,  desolate  isola- 

Mi.   The  moment  a  common  interest,  given  by  a  com- 

ka  anderstanding  and  mutual  confidence,  combines  them 

tafaer,  they  become  irresistible  in  power;  and  despotism 

II before  them.     This,  sir,  is  the  reason  why  liberty  and 

Hit  ire  found  side  by  side  together  wherever  either  of 

M  bare  an  ezistenco.     They  are  never  found  apart. 

look  at  ail  the  non-credit  countries  of  Europe.     They 

ho  despotisms,  every  one  of  them !     And  what  are 

^  doing  for  man,  for  civilization,  for  the  spread  of  free 

l»ople«t    Why  nothing,  absolutely  nothing!     There 

i!f  aiein  chains  and  wretchedness,  without  lilierty,  with- 

Idomestie  comfort,  enveloped  in  ignorance  and  barbar- 

%^  without  even  the  hope  of  rational  freedom  to  cheer 

I  brighten  up  the  future. 

Raw  torn  your  eyes  to  old  England — the  credit  country 

*e  world,  our  "fatherland," — the  land  from  which 

'  of  as  derived  our  blood  and  our  name.      Look  at  her 

iiGiorft(,  her  arts,  her  literature,   learning,   science, 

ber  ctviiization,  that  carries  a  portion  of  comfort  and 

'y  into  every  cottage  throughout  her  island  domain  ; 

her  fleets  on  every  ocean,  her  commerce  embracing  the 

pB  world,  diffusing  her  language,  institutions,  and  free 

■opies  to  the  remotest  corners  of  the  earth  ;  overron- 

■glofia,  filling  up  New  Holland,  peopling  all  the  South 

^i&ds,  and  everywhere  planting  the  stand.ird  of  civil- 

m   Christianity,     and    civil    and    political    liberty ! 

im  oiher  European  nations  are  stationary,  England,  by 

hwral  power,  derived,  in  a  great  degree,  Vrom  her  credit 

W^  ia  producing   a  moral   and   political    revolution 

Nshout  the  globe. 

w,  let  08  recross  the  Atlantic  and  turn  our  attention  to 

t  and  see  what  the  people  are  doing  there.    Look  to 

and  the  South  AmericJin  Governments.     That  part 

eountiy  was  first  discovered  and  first  peopled.     The 

tants  are  in  possession  of  inexhaustible  mines  of  the 

n  metals ;  hard   money  is  no  scan'ity  there.     But 

^ve  no  credit  system,  and  therefore  no  confidence  in 

Nnother.    They  have  no  liberty,  not  even  proper  no- 

■ofliherty.     They  have  no  commerce,  no  agriculture 

ll*^  of  the  name,  no  navy,  no  manufactures,  no  arts, 

^i^tcmal  improvements,  no  literature,  no  science;  but 

^•0  abundance  of  gold,  they  are  benighted,  ignorant, 

1^''^  wretched,  enslaved,  and  oppressed,  but  one  dc- 

Kremoved  from  the  brutes  around  them  !     Thoir  whole 

^  ia  but  one  unmitigated  narrative  of  savage  discord, 

^1  rapine,  and  t'loodshed ;  mad  infuriate  revolution, 

I  •anguinary  insurrection  !     These  are  the  people,  and 

^  ue  the  institutions  that  are  held  up  to  us  fur  our 
kople! 

^w  thu  view  of  the  degradation,  wretchedness,  and 
'<f7  of  the  southern  part  of  America,  with  what  feelings 
Iwe  and  patriotic  exultation  can  we  return  to  our  own 
Wand  happy  United  States.  I  will  not  pretend  to 
■k  of  her  glory,  prosperity,  and  advancement,  nor  por 
y  the  virtue,  intelligence,  genius,  skill,  and  hardy  and 
*fWaroos  enterprise  of  her  people.  Under  the  influence 
^  present  institutiona,  she  hat  done,  and    ia   now 
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doing,  more  for  her  own  people,  more  for  the  cause  of 
human  rights,  more. for  civilization,  more  for  the  elevation 
of  morals  and  of  mind,  and  more  for  the  whole  human 
family,  than  any  other  nation  that  has,  or  ever  had  ex- 
istence. 

Now,  sir,  I  appeal  to  every  patriot  in  this  House — I  care 
not  by  what  party  name  he  may  be  called — I  solemnly  appeal 
to  every  man  in  the  country  ;  I  ask  you  all,  are  you  pre- 
pared to  abandon  the  means  which  have  placed  yourselves 
and  your  country  on  such  high  grounds,  and  adopt  in  their 
stead  the  miserable,  unnatural,  and  wretched  policy  of  the 
foul,  rank,  brutal  despotisms  oi  the  earth  1  Will  you  follow 
in  the  paths  which  your  fathers  have  made  holy,  and  which 
have  led  to  glory,  peace,  liberty,  prosperity,  and  unbounded 
comfort — or  will  you  obliterate  every  trace  that  they  left 
behind  them,  shut  your  eyes  against  the  brightness  of  the 
past,  destroy  every  germ  of  hope  as  to  the  future,  and  follow 
that  rugged  and  that  crooked  way  which  has  always  termi- 
nated in  tyranny,  degradation,  wretchedness,  and  wo  1  As 
for  myself,  my  mind  is  made  up ;  I  am  for  abiding  by  what 
has  been  tried.     I  must  vote  against  this  bill. 

One  word  more  as  to  credit,  and  I  am  done.  I  know, 
sir,  the  evils  of  credit.  I  know  how  it  may  be,  how  it  is 
abused.  I  have  ever  been  a  bold  and  open  opponent  of  its 
abuses.  I  have,  for  years,  taken  an  active  stand  against 
the  inordinate  increase  of  banks.  I  have  spoken  against  it. 
I  have  written  against  it.  I  have  petitioned  and  remonstra- 
ted against  it.  I  have  done  all  that  a  reasonable  man  could 
do  to  limit  iheir  number,  and  check  their  abuses.  Yes,  and 
I  have  seen  the  very  men  who  now  so  bitterly  oppose  all 
credit,  within  six  years,  double  the  number  of  those  banks, 
and  more  than  double  the  banking  capital  of  the  country ! 

Credit  has  been  abuse<l.  But  it  is  no  reason  why  it  should 
be  destroyed.  The  abuse  of  any  thing,  is  no  argument 
against  it.  The  best  of  institutions  are  always  those  that 
are  abused  most.  In  tlie  name  of  our  holy  religion  the 
earth  has  been  deluged  with  blood,  and  countless  millions 
have  been  consumed  in  the  flames  of  martyrdom.  But  this 
is  no  argument  against  either  the  truth,  necessity,  or  value 
of  our  religion.  Let  us,  therefore,  labor  to  purge  our  credit 
system  of  its  abus.'^s.  To  destroy  it,  would  be  to  break 
down  all  confidence  between  man  and  man,  and  restore 
once  more  Che  savage,  desolating  reign  of  barbarbm. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  beg  gentlemen  to  pause— pause 
before  they  pass  this  bill.  It  is  now  nearly  six  weeks  since 
the  commencement  of  this  session  ;  during  which  tirne^  we 
have  been  in  this  hall  night  and  day.  We  como  at  early 
morning,  the  day  passes  away,  and  the  darkness  of  mid- 
night still  finds  us  here.  We  have  had  no  lime  for  reading, 
for  thought,  reflection,  research,  or  calm  and  dispassionate 
examination.  Wearied  and  jaded  and  worn  out  with  fatigue, 
the  President  and  his  partisans  have  been  hurrying  and 
lashing  us  into  their  measures.  We  have  been  forced 
to  sit  here  night  and  day  on  purpose  to  prevent  discussion^ 
and  to  compel  us,  right  or  wrong,  to  sanction  the  plans  of 
the  Executive.  Wo  have  been  openly  called  upon  by  the 
leader  of  the  administration  party  in  the  House  [Mr.  Cax* 
BBaLSKo]  not  to  deliberate, 'discuss,  and  honestly  make  up 
our  minds — No,  sir,  n^  but  to  **  toe  the  mark  V*  We  have 
invoked  gentlemen  to  rush  to  the  rescue  of  liberty  sufferings 
of  our  country  bleeding,  and  our  people  overwhelmed  with 
distress !  Our  appeals  have  been  met  with  bat  one  answer— 
«« toe  the  mark  !*'  **  toe  the  mark  !" 

But  a  few  days  since  I  picked  up  from  the  floor  of  this 
House,  a  petition  of  nearly  one  thousand  inhabitants  of 
Mobile,  setting  forth  in  eloquent  language  the  accumulated 
evils  and  distresses  which  had  borne  them  down  to  the 
earth,  and  praying  as  a  remedy  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional specie  paying  institution  by  Congress.  There  was 
the  petition  on  the  floor — trampled  upon — spitten  upon—* 
blurred  and  blotted  and  stained  !  And  at  that  very  mo- 
'  ment— >yes,  at  that  very  moment,  an  honorable  gentleman 
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from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Btxum,]  was  addreasing  the 
House  and  characterizing  such  petitioners  as  panic- makers, 
•peculators,  and  rag- barons!  Great  Heaven!  I  exclaimed 
to  myself,  can  such  things  bo?  The  petitions  of  freemen 
trampled  under  foot,  and  the  petitioners  themselves  de- 
nounced by  their  own  representatives !  I  sprung  to  my 
feet  nt  the  first  opportunity ;  but  before  my  mouth  was 
opened,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
[A'Ir.  CcsHNAir,]  whose  head  is  said  to  <*  blossom  and 
bloom  with  the'previous  question,"  availed  himself  of  his 
privilege,  l^he  previous  question  was  moved — and  there 
could  be  no  reply. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  mode  in  which  meAsurcs  have  been 
forced  through  the  House  during  this  session.  It  is  now 
time  to  pause.  I  solemnly  believe  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  and  the  **  sub-Treasury  system**  cannot  long 
exist  together.  It  will  check  the  tide  of  our  advancement 
It  will  endanger  our  liberties.  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to 
pause  ero  the  Rubicon  be  passed. 

Before  Mr.  Natlok  had  concluded  his  remarks,  as  giv- 
en entire  above,  the  House  took  its  usual  recess  till  four 
o'clock. 

EVEKIHO    SkSSIOK. 

The  House  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
'JVcasury  bill. 

Mr.  ELY  MOORE  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with  a  degree  of  reluctance  that  I 
solicit  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session.  It  is  well  known  that,  since  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  have  troubled  it  but  sel- 
dom with  remarks  of  my  own.  Indeed,  I  have  long  con- 
sidered it  neither  proper  nor  respectful  in  any  member  of 
any  legislative  body  to  engross  the  time  to  be  devoted  to  pub- 
lic business  in  speech-making,  unless  the  speaker  have  it  in 
his  power  to  impart  some  important  information,  or  shed 
new  light  on  the  subject  of  debate.  And  here,  sir,  I  feel 
bound  to  confess  thnt,  were  I  now  to  bo  governed  strictly 
by  this  rule,  I  would  have  refrained  from  participating  iu 
this  discussion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret  to  say  that,  such  is  the  poor  and 
unprofitable  fashion  of  the  times,  unless  the  people's  repre- 
sentatives occasionally  make  long  and  lusty  speeches,  they 
are  but  too  liable  to  incur  the  people's  displeasure.  And  for 
this  reason  they  oflen  deem  it  expedient  to  make  elaborate 
speeches  on  some  given  subject,  that  shall,  when  printed, 
occupy  so  many  columns  of  a  newspaper,  or  so  many  pages 
of  a  pamphlet.  In  order  to  comply  with  this  requisition, 
the  member  is  oflen  compelled,  especially  when  the  subject 
does  not  happen  to  be  a  very  fruitful  one,  or  the  speaker  doe4 
not  chance  to  possess  that  kind  of  creative  power  which  can 
produce  something  out  of  nothing,  so  to  draw  out  and  dilate 
his  ideas,  that  the  reader,  should  he  judge  from  their  texture 
and  gossamer  properties,  would  be  liable  to  conclude,  that, 
like  the  spider's  web,  they  had  been  spun  rather  from  the 
bowels  than  the  brain.  The  cause  of  this  evil,  sir,  lies,  in  a 
great  mea  ure,  with  the  people  themselves.  The  represent- 
ative, unless  he  inflicts  some  half  dozen  npeeches  upon  the 
body  to  which  he  may  belong,  in  the  course  of  a  session — 
whether  called  for  or  not,  whether  to  the  purpose  or  not— 
returns  to  his  constituents  under  the  apprehension  that  he 
will  not  receive  at  their  hands  the  gratifying  welcome  of 
'I  well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant."  The  political  as- 
pirant, therefore,  must  either  make  up  his  mind  to  swim 
with  the  current  of  public  opinion,  and  speak  often,  or  to 
remain  silent,  and  sink  beneath  its  waves.  And  as  legis- 
lators, like  other  men,  are  more  or  less  moved  by  self-love, 
pride,  and  ambition — passions  upon  which  hang  the  fever 
of  the  world,  and  which  fetimulate  men  to  action— they  arc 
but  too  liable  to  consult:  their  own  rather  than  their  coun- 
try's interest,  and  to  embarrass  the  business  of  the  nation, 
by  making  speeches  designed  for  home  consampUony  and 


their  own  political  aggrandizement.  8ir«  I  intend  no  dii- 
respect  to  the  members  of  this  body,  nor  to  the  people  wlio 
•end  them  here.  I  but  speak  of  a  custom  which  I  coDceift 
to  be  justly  obnoxious  to  censure.  I  ^peak  of  okd  uI 
find  them,  and  as  they  are.  I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  irrel- 
evancy of  these  remarks,  and  will  not  further  occupy  tb 
time  of  the  committee  by  pursuing  them. 

Previously  to  approadiing  the  subject  properly  before  dis 
committee,  I  will  briefly  notice  certain  remarks  of  thegea- 
tleman  from  Pennaylvania,  [Mr.  Natlor,]  who  hu  juit 
taken  his  seat.     He  has  paid  high  and  deserved  conipli- 
menta  to  the  working  men  of  the  North — to  their  iotdli- 
gence  and  to  their  integrity.    To  these  sentimeats  my  lictrt 
most  cordially  responded.     He  represented  himself  lobes 
working  man ;  he  professed  great  regard  for  the  iotemtiof 
working  men;  he  declaimed  most  energetically  in  their fa^ 
half;  but  he  uniformly  votes  against  every  measure  wbkk 
they  advocate.     During  the  present  session  he  bat  votfJ 
for  the  United  States  Bank  ;  be  has  expressed  his  dclcmii- 
nation  to  vote  against  tbo  bill  on  your  table.    But  he  knovi 
that  the  working  men  are  opposed  to  the  Uoitsd  Stiia 
Bank ;  that  they  are  in  favor  of  the  divorce  bill,  socalkd; 
and  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  ninety-nine  out  of  erny 
hundred  working  men  are  favorable  to  this  bill.    Sir,  the 
relation  in  which  I  stand  to  the  laboring  classes  easbb 
me  to  judge  of  their  views  on  this  subject.     I  am  io  daii; 
correspondence  with  working  men  in  difl&rcnt  parts  of  tlte 
Union  i  and  I  know  that  a  unanimity  of  opinion  and  of  aenli* 
roent  in  its  favor  prevails  among  them.     iSir,  I  cannot  ceo- 
ceive  how  the  honorable  gentleman  can  reconcile  hii  pro* 
fessions  with  his  practice.     If  he  knows  the  feeling*  lod 
the  opinions  of  the  working  men,  as  be  ought  to  know  ibn; 
and  if  he  estimates  their  intelligence  and  their  integrity  ii 
he  p^ofe^ses  to  estimate  them ;  why  then  does  he  gocooDter 
to  their  views  and  to  their  will  ?     Sir,  the  laboring  cliw* 
have  had  too  many  such  advocates !     They  have  bfeo  loo 
often  flattered  and  betrayed  by  politicians  !    Too  often  de- 
ceived by  those  who  caress^ed  and  bepraised  them !    Bot, 
sir,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  not  content  Kith 
eulogizing  the  laboring  men  of  the  North,  has  made  t  ftlfl 
issue  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pjgk- 
BUS,]  by  misrepresenting  his  views.     Sir,  what  wu  the 
position  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina!  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  the  incorporated  monopolicfiof 
the  North  were  inimical  to  the  interests  and  the  iiliertiesa 
the  laboring  classes ;  were  calculated  to  abridge  their  Dita- 
ral  and  political  freedom,  and  to  subject  them  to  a  money- 
ed  aristocracy  ;  and,  for  the  expiession  of  these  seniiiMoi^ 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  thought  proper  to 
rebuke  him.     But  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from  Fenni}'l' 
vania,  that  the  laboring  classes  of  the  North  are  apprcbco- 
sive  of  the  very  evils  so  ably  depicted  by  the  grnikiMa 
from  South  Carolina.     Look  at  their  organs ;  coiifult  tbar 
papers ;  and  you  will  find  that  exclusive  legislatton^tbit 
the  grants  of  chartered  monopolies— are  regarded  by  ibco 
as  hostile  to  their  interests  and  dangerous  to  tbeir  liberuA 
And  did  not  the  gentleman  firam  Pennsylvania,  preriowtt) 
his  election,  and  during  the  canvass,  did  not  ho  iotio»l> 
his  opposition  to  these  very  moneyed  monopolies,  now  dig* 
nified  by  him  under  the  title  of  institutions  1    And  bu^ 
has  he  answered  the  expectations  whidi  ho  crratfd  bjbii 
professions  1     By  voting  for  a  United  Sutes  Bank!   dJ 
opposing  the  bill  which  proposes  to  disconnect  bank  im 
Sute !     In  a  word,  by  warring  with  all  the  principlci  in 
opposing  all  the  wishes  of  the  Uboring  classes!    "Ut^ 
be  thy  gods,  0  !  Israel !  wo !  wo !  to  those  who  bow  be- 
fore them  !" 

I  now,  sir,  feel  constrained  to  notice,  briefly,  son*  ^ 
marks  which  were  made  yeaterday  by  my  honorable  in 
much  respected  colleague,  [Mr.  Hiffm  aw,]  while  aiWreaj'* 
this  committee  on  the  bill  under  consideration.  I  nodfl* 
stood  him  to  lay,  sir,  that  the  preaeoi  Cbi^f  Migi>tr*t( )% 
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in  t  gi«tt  degree,  indebted  to  the  influence  of  the  banks  for 
his  politieal  elevation.     Sir,  I  deny  the  correctness  of  this 
itiertion.     I  am  sait^fied  that  Martin  Van  Buren  owes  his 
abfttioii  to  his  own  merits,  and  to  the  onbought  saffrages 
«f  1  majority  of  tho  American  people.    But,  sir,  if  my  col- 
leigae  repreaents  this  matter  traly,  and  the  election  of  Mr. 
Vaa  Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  achieved  through  bank 
ol&srs  or  bank  influence,  what  an  important  lesson  does 
ilteich  as  1    And  how  forcibly  does  it  illustrate  the  dangers 
ff  the  bioking  system  ?     If  banks  band  together  in  one 
political  contest,  they  may  in  another.     If  they  unite  their 
oierfies  in  behalf  of  one  individual,  they  also  may  unite 
IB  behalf  of  another,  without  any  regard  to  his  merits,  his 
viftaes,  or  his  qualifications,  providcMl  he  will  lend  himself 
10  their  ioteresu.     This  is  a  fruitful  theme,  but  I  will  not 
pusoe  it  at  present.     I  now  turn  to  the  subject  of  political 
chaoges,  on  which  my  colleague  has  said  so  much.     If  I 
Make  not,  he  took  occasion  to  rebuke  the  chairman  of 
die  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  certain  alleged  po- 
litical somersets,  which  be  is  said  to  have  made  some  few 
panaiflce.     My  friend  over  the  way  [Mr.  OambrelsitcI 
» folly  competent  to  defend  himself  from  the  charge,  and 
lafaali,  therefore,  leave  this  part  of  the  subject  in  his  hands. 
On  the  general  topic  of  political  changes,  my  colleague 
[Mr.  HorFXAx]  has  all  tho  advantages  over  me  which 
pTKiice  and  experience  can  give.     It  would,  therefore,  be 
Btoifestly  imprudent  for  me  to  enter  the  lists  with  so  old 
lad  so  experienced  a  tactician  in  this  branch  of  political 
Mienoe.    Did  I  desire  instruction  on  this  subject,  my  col- 
ibagne  would  be  the  very  first  man  to  whom  I  would  apply, 
rfle  ahoold  be  my  preceptor  above  all  others ;  for  I  am  satis- 
jled  that  none  can  be  better  qualified  than  himrelf,  to  des- 
^t  on  the  facility  with  which  political  changes  can  bo 
fAxle;  nona  have  the  power  to  speak*  more  feelingly  and 
HjDdentandingly  on  the  subject.     It  was  but  a  short  time 
[•oee,  sir,  when  my  colleague  and  myself  stood  foremost 
'ia  the  ranks  of  the  democracy  ;  when  the  old  wigwam  re- 
liaanded  with  our  reapective  voices  ;  when  we  advocated  the 
M  measures  and  the  same  men  ;  when  we  sang  the  same 
fciiOal  hosannahsy  and  worshipped  at  the  same  political 
abar.    Bot,  sir,  that  time  has  passed;  and  my  colleague, 
i'^Mead  of  joining  with  mo  in  tho  old  rallying  cry,  chooses 
\k  lift  ap  his  musical  voice  in  a  political  palinode ;  and  we 
[low  find  ourselves  planted  foot  to  foot  as  political  oppo- 
^Mnti^  instead  of  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder,  as  political 
(■oeiales,  as  we  were  wont  to  stand.     In  the  course  of  his 
Mnarks,  my  colleague  discoursed  right  eloquently  on  the 
rCilamiiies  of  the  tinnes  and  on  the  snfferings  of  the  people. 
rBut  on  this  topic  he  is  not  singular  nor  alone.     All  his 
*hig  brethren  have  strenuously  emulated  each  other  in 
,^r  extraordinary  professions  of  peculiar  love  for  the  pa- 
|lKot  people.     When  I  reflect  on  the  wonderful  solicitude 
;  Ittnifeated  by  the  members  of  tho  opposition  for  the  wel- 
'  fc|e  of  the  nation,  I  cannot  withhold  an  expression  of  ad- 
■iiatioQ  at  the  patriotic  and  benevolent  spirit  which  per- 
•*^a  and  warms  and  expands  their  benevolent  bosoms. 

We  have  heard  gentlemen  from  the  East  and  the  West, 
from  the  North  and  the  South,  mingling  their  notes  of 
Imentat'ions  over  the  sufibrings  of  the  unfortunate  wher- 
^  foand.  Every  fibre  of  their  heads  and  hearts,  every 
^Kng  of  their  souls  and  bodies,  appears  to  be  attuned  to 
hBoevoIence,  and  to  vibrate  with  deepest  sympathy  at  the 
calamities  which  they  assure  us  have  befallen  our  common 
ttQolry.  Sir,  these  are  honorable  feelings,  and  highly 
^itable  to  human  nature.  Patriotism  so  exalted,  phi- 
nnthropy  so  generous,  sympathy  so  sincere,  benevolence 
**  pure,  holy,  and  disinterested,  cannot  fail  to  challenge 
Mr  warmest  admiration.  When  we  hear  men  sincerely 
^piore  the  misfortunes  of  their  fellows,  we  cannot  but 
f^re,  honor,  and  respect  them.  But  how  are  these  feel- 
^i  of  respect  and  admiration  strengtiiened  and  augment- 
•d  when  we  behold  them  exerting  their  utmost  energies  in 


behalf  of  tho  unfortunate ;  when  we  see  them  promptly 
and  eagerly  rushing  to  the  rescue  ? 

And,  sir,  here  I  must  be  permitted  to  intimate  to  my 
political  opponents,  that  in  order  firmly  to  establish  their 
characters  for  superior  patriotism  and  philanthropy,  it  will 
be  necessary  f^  them  to  act  as  well  as  to  feel.  If  you 
know  the  remedy,  gentlemen,  and  apply  it  not,  tho  sin- 
cerity of  your  professions  may  be  doubted.  The  unchari- 
table may  surmise  that  party  is  your  object,  and  public 
good  the  scapo'goat.  Sir,  what  would  we  tliink  of  the 
patriotism  of  the  man  who  was  able,  but  unwilling,  to 
succor  his  country  in  the  hour  of  her  extremity  ?  Or  vc hat 
wooid  we  say  of  the  benevolence  of  a  physician  who  re- 
fund to  administer  to  his  sick  and  dying  patient  the  reme- 
dies which  he  knew  would  restore  him  to  life,  health,  and 
vigor  ?  And  are  not  gentlemen  aware  that,  aAer  having 
so  constantly,  so  earnestly,  acd  so  eloquently,  bewailed  tho 
fallen  fortunes'of  their  country,  they  will  naturally  be  look- 
ed to  by  that  country  with  anxious,  shuddering  solicitude 
for  the  remedies  competent  to  heal  the  deep  disease,  which 
we  are  told  is  preying  upon  its  vitals  1  Are  they  not 
aware  that  their  benevolence  will  be  questioned,  and  their 
sincerity  doubted,  even  by  the  confiding  and  the  faithful  1 

But,  sir,  we  have  been  told  that  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration have  the  power,  and  that  the  responsibility 
resu  with  them !  Sir,  what  are  we  to  understand  by  this  ? 
Is  it  meant  to  be  insinuated  that  the  administration  party 
in  this  HouJW  have  the  power  to  relieve  the  distresses  of 
this  country,  but  that  they  have  not  the  will  to  exercise  it  ? 
Is  it  meant  to  bo  aflirmed  that  the  dominant  party  are  so 
utterly  destitute  of  feeling  and  of  patriotism  as  willingly  and 
intentionally  to  withhold  the  aid  which  they  might  right- 
fully and  constitutionally  extend  to  the  people  ?  Is  it  their 
intention  to  represent  us  to  the  American  people  in  so 
odious  and  offensive  a  light  1  Sir,  I  am  aware  that  the 
gentlemen  in  the  opposition  have  long  claimed  all  the  wis- 
dom, and .  all  the  worth,  and  all  the  decency ;  but  I  did 
not  suppose,  until  now,  that  they  also  claimed  all  the  pat- 
riotism, and  all  the  benevolence,  and  all  the  sympathy. 

For  one,  sir,  I  protest  against  sudi  unwarrantable  and 
unfounded  pretensions.  I  am  clearly  against  this  addition- 
al monopoly.  If  the  gentlemen  really  possess  all  the  charity 
and  benevolence  which  they  claim,  1  trust  that  they  will 
not  be  inexorable  towards  us;  that  they  will  not  thrust 
us  beyond  the  pale  of  humanity ;  that  they  will  not 
strip  us  of  all  the  common  attributes  of  civilized  men, 
nor  paint  us  as  savages  or  brutes,  by  representing  us  to  be 
deaf  or  indifiTerent  to  the  voice  of  distress.  Why  should 
we  be  thus  treated  as  guilty  oi  tho  grossest  injustice — of 
the  most  flagrant  inhumanity  1  If  tho  gentlemen  of  the 
opposition  do  not  consider  adequate  the  means  of  relief 
proposed  by  the  Executive,  let  them  suggest  such  as  will 
be  effective,  and,  my  life  on  it,  if  these  means  shall  be  just, 
proper,  and  constitutional,  the  friends  of  the  administration 
will  cheerfully  yield  them  their  most  cordial  and  hearty 
support.  We  confess  that  we  know  no  other  remedies  for 
the  ills  complained  of  than  those  wo  have  already  suggest- 
ed. ■  And  if  the  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  have  it  in  their 
power,  as  they  would  have  us  and  the  country  believe,  of 
proposing  an  efiicacioUB  and  constitutional  remedy,  for 
heaven's  sake  let  them  tell  us  what  it  is!  If  there  be  a 
balm  in  Gilead — if  there  be  a  physician  there— let  him  ad- 
minister the  balm  to  our  afflicted  country.  Do  not,  I  be- 
seech you,  gentlemen,  dq  not  any  longer  keep  secret  your 
political  catholicon,  like  quack  physicians ;  but,  like  good 
and  true  patriots,  make  it  publicly  known,  that  it  may  be 
employed  for  the  healing  of  the  nation. 

My  colleague  has  pronounced  the  sub -Treasury  system 
unconstitutional,  but  did  not  attempt  to  prove  it  so.  Now, 
sir,  by  way  of  a  set-off*,  I  pronounce  unconstitutional  the 
substitute  of  my  colleague — a  national  bank ;  and  so  I  shall 
endeavor  to  prove  it  by  calm  and  dispassionate  argument. 


1591 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1592 


H.  ofR.] 


Sub'Treoiury  Bill, 


[OoT.  13. 18S7. 


A  natioDal  bank  being  the  principal  antagonist  measure  to 
the  bill  under  discussion,  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  prin- 
cipally to  that  subject ;  and,  as  this  is  the  only  point  that 
has  not  been  fully  and  thoroughly  discussed  in  the  progress 
of  this  debate,  there  will  be  the  greater  propriety  in  this 
course.  I  shall,  therefore,  attempt  to  ar^ue  at  length  this 
part  of  the  subject. 

I  can  find  no  authority  in  the  constitution  for  granting 
charters  of  incorporation,  of  whatever  name,  kind,  or  de- 
scription ;  and  no  honorable  gentleman,  I  presume,  will 
hazard  the  declaration  that  such  power  is  directly  given  to 
Congress  by  the  constitution.  The  most  hardy  and  reck- 
less advocates  of  a  national  bank  have  never  ventured  to 
alHrm  that  such  power  was  specific  and  direct ;  that  the 
warrant  was  express.  They  all  resort  to  the  doctrine  of 
implication  and  construction.  Sir,  let  us  examine  this 
doctrine ;  let  us  take  up  the  constitution  in  a  spirit  of  hon- 
esty and  soberness,  and  see  what  clause  of  riiat  instrument, 
if  any,  vests  in  Congress  even  an  implied  power  to  incor- 
porate a  national  bank. 

Sir,  I  am  aware  of  the  vastness  of  the  subject  which  I 
propose  to  examine.  I  am  aware  that  the  constitutionality 
of  a  national  bank  has  been  repeatedly  discussed  by  the 
most  eminent  jurists  and  statesmen  of  the  nation.  And  I 
am  also  aware  that  an  attempt,  on  my  part,  to  grapple  with 
a  subject  of  such  magnitude,  and  under  such  circumstances, 
will  be  attributed  by  many  to  a  want  of  discretion,  if  not 
to  a  culpable  vanity.  Be  it  so.  1  conceive  it  to  be  my 
duty — I  know  it  to  be  my  right — to  express  my  views  fully 
on  this  subject ;  and,  although  I  may  be  unable  to  shed  any 
additional  light  on  this  long  agitated  and  vexatious  ques- 
tion, yet  I  will,  nevertheless,  state  the  arguments  and  con- 
siderations which  exert  a  controlling  influence  on  my  judg- 
ment. Permit  me,  then,  sir,  to  call,  for  a  moment,  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  peculiar  character  of  our 
Government.  It  is  conceded  by  all  parties,  I  believe,  to 
be  a  Government  of  limited  and  specified  powers ;  which 
powers  ere  expressly  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  To 
the  constitution,  then,  and  to  tlie  constitution  alone,  must 
Congress  look  for  all  and  every  power  they  would  exercise. 
Unless,  therefore,  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorpo- 
ration be  expressly  granted  by  the  constitution,  the  exer- 
cise of  such  power,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  would  be  a 
violation  of  that  instrument.  But,  say  gentlemen,  although 
we  do  not  pretend  to  assert  that  the  power  to  incorporate  is 
given  in  direct  terms  to  Congress  by  the  constitution,  we 
contend,  nevertheless,  that  such  power  is  derived  by  fair 
and  legitimate  construction.  But,  when  the  advocates  of 
this  doctrine  have  been  called  upon  to  designate  the  clause 
of  tlie  constitution  which  confers  on  Congress  the  power 
to  incAirporate  a  bank,  they  have  been  sadly  puzzled  to 
comply  with  the  requisition,  but  have  wandered  and  wan- 
dered from  article  to  article,  and  from  clause  to  clause, 
seeking  in  vain  for  authority.  When  driven  from  one  po- 
sition they  flee  to  another ;  ever  vacillating  ;  never  fixed  in 
their  views ;  never  satisfied  with  their  own,  nor  with  each 
others'  arguments.  No  unity  of  opinion  prevails  among 
them  as  to  the  particular  clause  in  the  constitution,  where 
this  d«)ctrine  of  construction  and  implication,  authorizing 
acts  of  incorporation,  is  to  be  found ;  but,  like  certain  de- 
luded ones  of  old,  one  cries,  lo !  it  is  here ;  and  another, 
lu !  it  is  there ;  when,  as  was  the  case  with  the  asses  of 
Kish,  it  happens  to  be  **  nowhere.'*  But,  sir,  let  us  ex- 
amine those  parts  of  the  constitution  where  this  power  is 
said  to  reside.  Some  have  attempted  to  locate  it  in  the 
first  article  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  constitution,  which 
gives  Congress  the  power  **  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  tlie  United  Slates." 
The  power  to  '*lay  and  collect  taxes"  and  to  ''pay  the 
debts  of  the  United  States  \**  in  other  wurds,  the  power  to 
raise  and  appropriate  money,  and  the  power  to  grant  char- 


ters of  incorporation,  I  believe  never  have  been,  and  I  pn- 
sume  never  will  be,  regarded  aa  ^nonymous,  even  by  the 
most  desperate  "  corutructionists.  Those,  ther«lon,  hIm 
protend  (o  find  authority  to  grant  charters  of  iDcorponlioa 
in  the  article  under  consideration,  muat  look  for  it  in  the 
words  **  common  defence  and  general  welfare."  Aodit 
is  from  these  words  that  some  pretend  to  derive  ths  poirer 
to  incorporate  a  national  bank.  Can  those  who  have  con- 
tended for  this  construction  have  considered  well  of  the 
consequences  which  must  inevitably  follow  from  an  exer- 
cise of  such  implied  powers  1  Have  they  reflected  tktl, 
by  giving  to  these  words  the  construction  they  oonteod  for, 
they  render  the  enumerated  powers  of  the  constitution  &!>• 
gatory ;  that  they  ^virtually  annul  the  powers  rewnwd  to 
the  State  Governments;  break  down  all  the  constitiitioBil 
guards  designed  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of 
the  people,  and  make  the  constitution  itself,  in  the  bands 
of  Congress,  what  clay  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  pot- 
ter ?  And,  lastly,  have  they  considered  that  this  doctiios 
is  flatly  contradicted  by  the  tenth  amendment  to  ibe  oob- 
stitution,  which  expressly  declares. that  ''the  poweisoot 
delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  constitution,  oorpto- 
hiblted  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  m- 
pectively,  or  t^o  the  people  1"  General  Hamilton,  Istitadi* 
narian  as  he  was  on  the  subject  of  construction,  bad  too 
much  regard  for  his  reputation  to  give  to  the  wonU  '*to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfiue,"  a 
construction  that  would  confer  on  Congress  poweii  not 
enumerated  in  the  constitution.  By  reference  to  his  repoit 
on  manufactures,  it  will  be  found  that  be  confines,  in  vmj 
instance,  the  application  of  these  words  to  the  power  pven 
by  the  first  sentence  of  the  clause;  and,  in  this  particokr, 
Mr.  Jefferson  agrees  with  him.  The  latter^  in  adyerting 
to  this  subject,  calls  it  "a  grammatical  qQU>ble,  which bii 
countenanced  the  General  Government  in  a  claim  of  uni- 
versal power.  For,"  continues  bo,  "in  the  phrase  to hy 
taxes,  to  pay  the  debta»  and  provide  for  the  general  »cl* 
fare,  it  is  a  mere  question  of  syntax,  whether  the  two  Ud 
infinitives  are  governed  by  the  first,  or  are  distinct  andco* 
ordinate  powers;  a  question  unequivocally  decided  by  the 
exact  definition  of  powers  immcdiaiely  following."  ^ir,  I 
conceive  that  the  clause  of  the^conatilution  under  con^* 
ation  admits  of  but  two  cone'tructiona — the  one  limitiBg 
the  powers  of  Congress,  as  contended  by  Genersl  Htvilr 
ton  and  Mr.  Jefferson ;  the  other  conferring  on  Congrew 
powers  incompatible  with  the  spirit,  and  utterly  snbveraft 
of  all  the  express  powers  of  the  c4>nstitutton—powen  inde- 
pendent of,  and  paramount  to,  the  eonsUtutton  itself— pov- 
ers  indefinite,  boundlees,  omnipotent.  If  the  latter  coi* 
struction  be  admitted,  the  will  of  Congreas,  and  not  tbe 
constitution,  is  tbe  law  of  the  land.  Or  if,  peradventoie, 
Congreas  should  think  it  expedient  to  revert  to  the  cantf- 
lution  at  all,  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  refer  to  that  p>rt 
of  it  containing  the  cabalistic  words  "  common  defence  and 
general  welfare."  And  ae  these  words,  according  to  cer- 
tain commentators,  convey  a  plenary  power  on  allsnl^ecti) 
and  are  applicable  to  all  cases  that  come  within  the  jiH** 
diction  of  the  national  legislature,  it  would  be  quite  oBoe* 
oessary  to  look  further.  This  would  be  eoonomical,  withal, 
saving  much  precious  time  to  the  people's  representstiv*! 
which  otherwise  might  be  squandered  in  wandering  t^ 
the  constitutional  kingdom  in  search  (as  well  search  for  tbe 
lost  pleiad)  of  tbe  enumerated  powers,  which,  onfoitunate- 
ly,  have  been  swallowed  up  by  the  implied  powers  dis^) 
ered  in  the  words  "  common  defence  and  general  ^^?V, 
Let  us  suppose  the  doctrine  here  combated  to  be  establiabed 
and  carried  out  into  practical  legislotion.  Congreas '» tP" 
plied  to  by  a  number  of  influential  indiviiluals  ^^'^"^Jt 
incorporation,  granting  to  them  and  to  their  succeesore^w 
assigns  ^orever,  the  sole  and  exclusive  light,  extendinf  ^ 
all  the  States  in  the  Union,  of  smelting  iron  ore  with  an- 
thracite coal,  and  of  manufacturing  the  same.  The  memo* 
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'm$  «ei  forth  ia  their  petittoa  tbo  immenoe  benefits  that 
lid  raralt  to  the  nattoD  from  their  contemplated  enter- 
e.  They  dwell  upon  the  advantagee  incident  to  aeeo- 
•d  etpitel,  and  coooenirated  wisdom  and  induetiy. 
ijrrepreMQt  that  the  mining  interest  of  the  country 
lid  be  benefited  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  mo- 
oly— iotsmucb  as  the  products  of  the  iron  and  coal 
M  would  ever  find  a  ready  market  at  the  company *s 
b;  Ihitthe  public  in  general  would  be  enabled  to  ob- 
I  the  manufiictured  articles  at  a  much  cheaper  rste  and 
better  quality ;  and  that,  in  time  of  war,  arms  and  ord- 
tt  eoold  be  furnished  with  greater  facility,  and  of  so- 
br  tsnper  and  calibre.  The  States,  notwithstanding 
Ihm  plausible  representations,  remonstrate— -individu- 
nooottrate.  The  States  urge  that  the  grant  would 
a  fiolatioQ  of  their  resenred  rights,  and  the  principle 
■  which  the  Union  was  foanded,  and  demand  of  Con- 
Ktbe  toaroe  whence  the  power  is  derived  to  grant  sucli 
biter  of  incorporation.  Congress  very  complacently 
Mtheoi  to  the  potent  words  **  common  defence  and  gen- 
ivelfiue,"  and  the  thing  is  settled.  Individuals  repro- 
llbtui  equality  of  civil  and  political  rights  constitute 
bub  of  purely  democratical  Governments;  that  none 
fqoil  lews  can  legitimately  flow  from  the  principle  of 
ri  right! ;  and  that  all  laws  which  invade  that  principle 
lict  widk  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  are,  to  all 
■li  and  parpoMs,  legislative  frauds  upon  the  rightit  of 
fBDple;  and,  consequently,  utterly  destitute  of  consti- 
U  noction.  They  further  show,  that  an  exercise  of 
Mr  floefa  as  asked  for  by  the  petitioners,  would  confer 
hn*e  privileges  and  legislative  favors-^infringe  on  their 
Md  and  political  righti^-violiite  the  sacred  principles  of 

tiod  political  equality,  and,  for  this  reason,  be  clearly 
tiUiUonal.     But  Congnress,  regardless  of  the  truth 
ifKopriety  of  these  representations,  grant  the  charter  of 
h^atioo,  and,  when  called  upon  to  show  their  consti- 
■ai  light  to  do  so,  triumphantly  refer  to  the  magical 
fc"  common  defence  and  general  welfare,"  and  there 
■ittcreods.     I  have  put  this  case  for  the  purpose  of 
ilnttog  the  evils  consequent  upon  an  assumption  of 
%  ateh  as  oootended  for  by  those  who  maintain  that  the 
Mwe  have  been  examining  authorixes  Congress  to  es- 
^  a  iederal  bank.     And,  as  legislators  are  as  much 
M  to  infirmities  as  other  men,  and  tbe  world  not  bav- 
«  jet,  approached  that  desirable  state  of  which  Plato 
■ad— "the  perfectibility  of  roan" — it  is  not  only  pos- 
V  bot  very  probable,  that  cases  of  this  kind  might  fre- 
Klj  happen.     Nor  can  those  who  contend  for  the  prin- 
^vhich  merges  all  power  in  the  words  **  common  de- 
mand general  welfare,"  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same 
b  in  the  will  of  Congress,  object  to  any  case  coming 
■  that  principle,  however  dangerous  and  pernicious  in 
Mnqaences.     As  this  clause  of  the  constitution  has 
» and  If  itill  much  relied  on  by  the  advocates  of  a 
States  bank,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  introducing 
^ority  in  opposition  to  their  views,  as  will,  I  trurt, 
ght,  both  with  this  House  and  the  nation.     The 
feaolution  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Vir- 
b  I>eoember,  1798,  reads  as  follows  : 
'  I  the  General  Assembly  doth  also  express  its  deep 
^t  a  spirit  has  in  sundry  instances  been  manifested 
Federal  Government,  to  enlarge  iu  powers  by  for- 
tions  of  the  constitutional  charter  which  defines 
and  that  indications  have  appeared  of  a  design  to  ex- 
ontiin  general  phrases  (which,  having  been  copied 
^  very  limited  grant  of  powers  in  the  former  articles 
'ion,  were  the  less  liable  to  be  misconstrued) 
destroy  the  meaning  and  effect  of  the  particular 
ion  which  necessarily  exphiins  and  limits  the  gen- 
aa;  and  so  as  to  consolidate  the  States,  by  de- 
iato  one  sovereignty ;  the  obvious  tendency  and  in- 
'  iteolt  of  which  would  be  to  transform  the  present 


republican  system  of  the  United  Sutes  into  an  absolute,  or 
at  best  a  mixed  monarchy." 

Mr.  Mp.dison,  in  his  report  commenting  on  this  resolu- 
tion, observes: 

**  Tbe  Jirai  question  here  to  be  considered  is,  whether  a 
spirit  has  in  sundry  instances  been  manifested  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  enlarge  its  powers  by  forced  construc- 
tions of  the  constitutional  charter. 

'*  The  General  Assembly  having  declared  their  opinion 
merely  by  regretting,  in  general  terms,  that  forced  construc- 
tions for  enlarging  the  federal  powers  have  taken  place,  it 
does  not  appear  to  the  committee  necessary  to  go  into  a 
specification  of  every  instance  to  which  the  resolution  may 
allude.  The  alien  and  sedition  acts,  being  particularly 
named  in  a  succeeding  resolution,  are  of  course  to  be  un- 
derstood as  included  in  the  allusion.  Omitting  others 
which  have  loss  occupied  public  attention,  or  been  leas  ex- 
tensively regsrded  as  unconstitutional,  the  resolution  may 
be  presumed  to  refer  particularly  to  the  bank  law,  which, 
from  the  circumstances  of  its  passage,  as  well  as  the  lati- 
tude of  construction  on  which  it  is  founded,  strikes  the  at- 
tention with  singular  force ;  and  the  carriage  tax,  distin- 
guished also  by  circumstances  in  its  history,  having  a  sim- 
ilar tendency."  •  •  •  • 

*M.  The  general  phrases  here  meant  roust  lie  those  '  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare.' 

**  In  the  *  Articles  of  Confederation,'  the  phrases  are  used 
as  follows,  in  article  8 :  *  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other 
expenses  that  shall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  Statea  in  Con- 
gress sssembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treasu- 
ry, which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several  States,  in  pro- 
portion to  tlie  value  of  all  land  within  each  State,  granted 
to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  as  such  land  and  the  build- 
ings and  improvemenls  thereon  shall  be  estimated,  accord- 
ing to  such  mode  as  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint.' 

**  In  the  existing  constitution,  they  make  the  following 
part  of  sec  8 :  '  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts, 
and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfiire  of 
the  United  States.' 

'*  This  similarity  in  the  use  of  these  phrases  in  the  two 
great  federal  cliarters,  might  well  be  considered  as  render- 
ing their  meaning  lew  liable  to  be  misconstrued  in  the  lat- 
ter; becaune  it  will  scarcely  be  said  that,  in  the  former,  they 
were  ever  understood  to  be  either  a  general  grant  of  power, 
or  to  aotborize  the  requisition  or  application  of  money  by 
the  old  Congress  to  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare, except  in  cases  afterwards  enumerated,  which  explain- 
ed and  limited  their  meaning;  and  if  such  was  the  limiteil 
meaning  attached  to  these  phrases  in  the  very  instrument 
revised  and  remodelled  by  the  present  constitution,  it  can 
never  be  supposed  that,  when  copied  into  this  constitution, 
a  different  meaning  ought  to  he  attached  to  them. 

<*  That,  notwithstanding  this  remarkable  security  against 
misconstruction,  a  design  haa  been  indicated  to  expound 
these  phrases  in  the  constitution  so  as  to  destroy  the  efiRect 
of  the  particular  enumeretion  of  powers  by  which  it  ex- 
plains and  Umita  them,  must  have  liaUen  under  the  obser- 
vation of  those  who  have  attended  to  the  course  of  public 
transactions.  Not  to  muliiply  proofii  on  this  subject,  it 
wilt  suffice  to  refer  to  the  debates  of  tbe  federal  legislature, 
in  which  arguments  have  on  different  occasiona,  been 
drawn,  with  apparent  effect,  from  these  pbrases,  in  their 
indefiuiie  meaning." — EiHot's  DeifOtes,  vol.  4,  pp.  577 — 8. 

Again,  the  same  distinguished  personage,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Stevenson,  dated  November  27,  1830,  in  which  he 
examines  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  clause  under  con- 
sideration, remarks: 

<*  A  special  provitfion  could  not  have  been  necessary 
for  the  debU  of  tbe  new  Congress ;  for  a  power  to  pro- 
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vide  money,  and  a  power  to  perrorm  certain  acts,  of 
vrhich  money  ia  the  ordinary  and  appropriate  mean*, 
must,  of  course,  carry  with  them  a  power  to  pay  the 
ex  I  en  ^  of  performing  the  acts.  Nor  was  any  special 
pioiison  fur  debts  proposed,  till  the  case  of  the  revolu- 
tionary debts  was  brought  into  view ;  and  it  is  a  fair  pre- 
sumption, from  the  course  of  the  varied  propositions  which 
have  been  noticed,  that,  but  for  the  old  debts,  and  their  as- 
sociation with  the  terms  'common  defence  and  general 
welfare/  the  clause  would  have  remained,  as  reported  in 
the  fiist  draft  of  the  constitution,  expressing  generally  <  a 
power  in  Congress  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,'  without  any  addition  of  the  phrase 
<  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare.' 
With  this  adilition,  indeed,  the  language  of  the  clause  be- 
ing in  conformity  with  that  of  the  clause  in  the  articles  of 
confederation,  it  would  be  qualified,  as  in  those  articles, 
by  the  specification  of  powers  subjoined  to  it.  But  there 
is  sufficient  reason  to  suppose  that  the  terms  in  question 
would  not  have  been  inti^nluced,  but  for  the  introduction 
of  the  old  debts,  with  which  they  happened  to  stand  in  a 
familiar,  though  inoperative  relation.  Thus  introduced, 
however,  they  pass  undisturbed  through  the  subsequent 
stages  of  the  constitution. 

*<  If  it  be  asked  why  the  terms  'common  defence  and 
general  welfare,'  if  not  meant  to  convey  the  comprehen- 
aive  power,  which,  taken  literally,  they  express,  were  not 
qualified  and  explained  by  some  reference  to  the  particular 
power  subjoined,  the  answer  is  at  hand,  that  although  it 
might  easily  have  t)een  done,  and  experience  shows  it  might 
be  well  if  it  had  been  done,  yet  the  omission  is  accounted 
for  by  an  inattention  to  the  phraseology,  occasioned, 
doubtless,  by  the  identity  with  the  harmless  character  at- 
tached to  it  in  the  instrument  from  which  it  was  borrowed. 

*'  But  may  it  not  be  asked,  with  infinitely  more  pro- 
priety, and  without  the  {KMsibility  of  a  satisfactory  an- 
swer, why,  if  the  terms  were  meant  to  embrace  not  only 
all  the  powers  particularly  expressed,  but  the  indefinite 
power  which  has  been  claimed  under  them,  the  intention 
was  not  so  declared  ;  why,  on  that  supposition,  so  much 
critical  labor  was  employed  in  enumerating  the  particular 

powers,  and  in  defining  and  limiting  their  extent  ? 

•  ••••• 

**  The  obvious  conclusion  to  which  we  are  brought  is, 
that  these  terms,  copied  from  the  articles  of  confederation, 
were  regarded  in  the  new,  as  in  the  old  instrument,  mere- 
ly as  general  terms,  explained  and  limited  by  the  subjoin- 
ed specifications,  and  therefore  requiring  no  critical  stten- 

tion  or  studied  precaution. 

•  ••••• 

**  Mr.  Wilson,  justly  distinguished  for  his  intellectual 
powers,  being  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  a 
bank  at  such  a  crisis,  published  a  small  pamphlet,  entitled 
'  Considerations  on  the  Bank  of  North  America,'  in  which 
he  endeavored  to  derive  the  power  from  the  nature  of  the 
Union  in  which  the  colonies  were  declared  and  became 
independent  States;  and  also  from  the  tenor  of  the  'arti- 
cles of  confederation'  themselves.  But  what  is  particular- 
ly worthy  of  notice  is,  that,  with  all  his  anxious  search  in 
tho^^e  articles  for  such  a  power,  he  never  glanced  at  the 
terms  *  common  defence  and  general  welfare,'  as  a  source 
of  it."--£7/wr»  Debates,  vol.  4,  pp,  646-'7. 

And  here,  sir,  I  think  I  may  safely  rest  this  part  of  the 
subject. 

I'be  second  paragraph  of  the  8th  section  of  tlie  constitu- 
tion, which  vests  in  Congress  the  power  **  to  borrow  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,"  has  also  been  appealed 
to  by  the  friemls  of  a  national  bank.  But  as  noUiing  like 
an  argument  has  ever  been  adduced  in  support  of  thici  po- 
sition, as  it  rests  upon  mere  conjecture,  without  the  shadow 
of  authority  to  support  if,  and  as  a  bill  to  charter  a  bank 
is  not  a  bill  to  borrow  money,  I  will  not  trouble  the  com- 


mittee with  any  further  remarks  on  this  pomt,  butpncea 

to  examine  the  third  paragraph  of  the  Bth  ledion  af  lb 

constitution,  which  gives  Congress  the  power" to np 

late  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  amoDg  the  wm 

States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."    This  cUoiebttbic 

appealed  to  by  the  odvocates  of  iotemsl  improTeneat^i 

authorizing  Congress  to  construct  rosds  ind  canak,  ftc 

it  has  also  been  appealed  to  by  the  friends  of  the  tariff  9 

tem,  as  vesting  in   Congress  on  implied  power  to  pnM 

our  domestic  manufactures ;  and,  lastly,  it  hai  hmi 

pealed  to  as  authorizing  Congress  to  establiih  a  13bI 

States  bank.     Now,  sir,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  pn 

to  regulate  commerce  does  not  include  the  power  to  ni 

internal  improvements  of  the  character  joit  ooliee^ 

protect  manufactures  by  imposing  a  tariff---nortoertikl 

a  national  bank.   Neither  the  cUuse  immediately  ondef  ci 

sideration,  nor  any  other  found  in  the  coostitotioiif  aotboil 

Congress,  in  my  judgment,  to  do  either  of  those  three  tfai|| 

Sir,  is  it  meant  to  be  affirmed  that  the  power  to  "  ii| 

late  commerce,"  includes  the  power  to  regulate  the  col 

cy  of  the  several  States  ?     If  so,  then  is  ConpeH"^ 

rized,  under  the  power  to  "  regulate  commerce^"  to  4 

late  the  issues  of  all  the  State  banks ;  for  then  omilil 

the  principal  currency  of  the  country.    On  the  other bs 

if  it  be  meant  that  Congress  have  not  the  pos«i  ^ 

this  clause  of  the  constitution,  to  reguUte  tbecomi 

hoiv  can  it  be  said  that  Congress  are  thereby  aothood 

charter  a  bank  for  the  purpose  of  regulsung  coiDiii 

when  the  only  object  of  a  notional  bank,  ssweuel 

is  to  regulate  and  equalize  the  exchanges  and  eonta^ 

the  country  1     Again :  If  the  power  **  to  regulate  fl 

merce"  includes  the  power  to  incorporate  a  bank,J 

may  it  not  also  include  the  power  to  grant  cbaiten4 

corporation  for  other  purposes  ?     Why  not  aulhoriial 

gress  to  incorporate  companies  for  objects  of  intenia 

provemenls— for  manufactures — or,  what  would  appil 

be  rather  more  congenial,  for  ordinary  commercial  porpi 

If  Congress  can,  by  this  clouse  of  the  constitaboDf  ^ 

rize  one  set  of  men,  under  on  act  of  incorpoiotiiA,  ^ 

in  bank  paper,  they  possess  equally  the  power  Ut  aalh 

onothersetto  deal  in  silks  and  satins,  caliooea  and  I 

homo.      Nor  can   this  position   be  controveiui 

stockholdere  and  agents  of  a  bonk  are  as  muck  tnA 

and  deolera  in  paper  money,  which  is  o  specieaofcofl 

ciol  commodity,  as  merchants  are  in  brMdclotha  m 

simeres.     If  an  act  of  incorporation,  thcrrfofS)  d 

claimed  in  the  one  cose,  as  o  proper  ond  neceseaiy  a 

to   **  regulate  commerce,"  it  unquestionably  can  ii 

other.     But  the  clause  in  question  confers  no  niehp 

The  power  to   **  regulate  commerce,"  and  the  po« 

grant  charters  of  incorporation,  ore  separate  and  i* 

The  former  is  coriYerred  by  the  constitution,  the  M 

not.     Sir,  what  was  the  nature  of  the  power  whid 

framers  of  the  constitution  intended  to  confer  on  Cei 

by  this  clause  ?     Evidently,  to  authorize  Congreait 

scribe  or  establish  certain  rules  by  which  commerce  • 

Lie  governed.     But  will  it  be  pretended  thst  the  aulh 

the  constitution  meant  that  this  power,  which  they  1 

in  Congress  olone,  should  be  transferred  by  Coogr 

on   incorporated  compony  1     Thot  a  chartered  eofl 

should  possess  the  exclusive  power  of  reguloting  the 

mercial  interests  of  the  notion — of  prescribing  rulct 

Government — of  determining  the  principles  00  wl 

should  be  conducted,  ond  thus  place  one  of  the  gra 

teret^ts  of  the  country  beyond  legislative  and  consliii 

fontrol  1     No  one,  I  presume,  will   say,  in  direct  I 

thot  such  was  the  intention  of  the  fraroera  of  the  ca 

tion ;  and  yet  such  is  the  inevitable  result  to  whit 

doctrine  of  construction  here  combated  leads.     H 

rules  of  construction  prevail,  it  will  he  impossible  to 

the  limits  of  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government 

the  clause  <<  Congress  shoU  hove  power  to  regulate 
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Moe,**  &e.    I  wBl  conclu<lc  my  romarks  on  this  clause, 
leiJing  from  Mr.  Jefl*erson's  official  opinion  on  the 
Ntiuitioosiitj  of  a  United  States  bank,  the  following 
tnei: 

**Toer«ct  a  bank,  and  to  regulate  commerce,  are  sety 
Knot  acts.  He  who  erects  a  bank  creates  a  sulject  of 
Buerce  in  its  bills ;  so  does  he  who  makes  a  bushel  of 
MT,  or  digs  a  dollar  out  of  the  mines.  Yet  neither  of 
m  penoQs  regulate  commerce  thereby.  To  make  a 
ng  wbicb  may  be  bought  and  sold,  is  not  to  prescribe 
johtioiu  for  buying  and  selling,  liesides,  if  this  were 
flxerdifle  of  the  power  of  regulating  commerce,  it  would 
void,  as  eitending  as  much  to  the  internal  commerce 
McTf  State,  as  to  its  external.  For  the  power  given  to 
l^iai  by  the  constitution  does  not  extend  to  the  inter- 
^i^latioD  of  the  commerce  of  a  State,  (that  is  to  say, 
rlbe eommerce  between  citizen  and  citizen,)  which  re- 
IMexdaATely  with  its  own  Legislature;  but  to  its  ex- 
^  oomnMiee  only,  that  is  to  say,  its  commerce  with 
Wm'  State,  or  with  foreign  nations,  or  with  Indian 
PL  Aeeonlingly,  the  bill  does  not  propose  the  measure 
I  'regulation  of  trade,'  but  as  '  productive  of  considera- 
M*tntage to  trade.'" 

}^  have  attempted  to  locate  the  power  to  incorporate 
IHidoal  honk — Mr.  McDuffie,  for  example,  m  his  re> 
I  of  1830,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
|Mi-H)a  the  fifih  article  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  con- 
jXioo,  which  pves  Congress  the  power  *<  to  coin  money, 
^ta  Ills  valne  thereof,  and  of  foreign  ooin,  and  fix  the 

d  of  weights  an4  measures." 
The  power  to  <  coin  money,  and  fix  the  value  thereof,' 
ly  and  exclusively  vested  in  Congres.  This  grant 
tendentiy  intended  to  invest  Congress  with  the  power 
Jatiag  the  circulating  medium.  '  Coin'  was  reganK 
(he  period  of  framing  the  constitution,  as  synony- 
wiih  *  currency,'  as  it  was  then  generally  believed 
bank  notes  could  only  he  maintained  in  circulation  by 
I  the  tme  representative  of  the  precious  metals.  The 
ii*coin,'iherpfore,  most  be  regarded  as  a  particular 
^  standing  as  the  representative  of  a  general  idea." 
mi  air,  if  "coin  and  currency  are  synonymous," 
P^g  the  same  thing;  if  coin  be  currency  and  currency 
kCoogreas  is  vested  with  the  power  '*  to  coin  money, 
W^  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  currency."  Ac- 
P*g  to  this  reading,  Congres;s  is  authorized,  not  only 
K^^iate  the  currency  of  this  country,  which  consists 
ppaltj  of  bank  notes,  but  also  the  currency  of  other 
N^  whatever  symbols  of  industry  they  may  select  as 
NiBa  of  exchange.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
F>Jt  and  Means  a.ppears  to  have  been  as  much  at  fault 
P  knowledge  of  the  currency,  properly  considered,  as 
F  character  and  powers  of  the  constitution ;  otherwise 
Md  not  have  confounded  bank  notes  with  coiu>--the 
^M  representative  with  the  thing  represented.  I  say 
'V^tended  repreeentative,  because  the  amount  of  paper 
Ky  aflost,  exceeds  at  least  five  times  the  amount  of 
Pwherawith  to  redeem  it  It  is  not,  therefore,  strictly 
^g,  a  representative  of  coin  or  real  money.  It  has 
Me  Miher  an  Instrument  of  speculation,  than  a  meas- 
H"  nppreaentative  of  value.  The  currency  of  a  conn- 
KB  order  to  be  sound,  as  every  political  economist 
^f  ODgbt  to  be  equal  to  the  precious  metals,  or  to 
1^  of  the  metals  themselves.  But  the  paper  currency 
■*eoQntry  is,  tnd  was,  even  during  the  existence  of 
^  United  States  Bank,  l^ut  the  mere  supposititious 
'*Kniative  of  property.  That  poper  money  can  never 
*^  A  proper  »umdard  of  value,  is  evident  from  the  fact 
^^iteonatantly  liable  to  fluctuotion,  depredation,  ex- 
*0D*  and  eontrection.  And  would  it  be  doing  justice 
^  fraioen  of  the  constitution-— to  their  sagacity  and 
^l^ty—so  to  construe  that  instrument,  or  any  |>art 
""^  i>  W  Mthorise  Congresa  to  make  paper  credit,  of 


whatever  kind  or  description,  a  standard  of  value?  The 
only  standard  or  measure  of  value  known  to  the  constitu- 
tion is  gold  and  silver ;  a  standard,  by  the  way,  which  has 
been  recognised  and  adopted  from  the  earliest  ages,  by  all 
civilized  nations  throughout  the  world.  If  Congress  are  au- 
thorized to  !ncorporate  a  company,  which  shall  possess  the  in- 
dependent and  sovereign  right  to  coin  or  manufacture  money, 
and  regulate  the  value  thereof,  why  may  they  not  also  in- 
vest such  corporations  with  power  to  control  the  commerce 
of  the  country  in  all  such  exchangeable  articles  or  com- 
modities that  may  properly  come  under  the  standard  of 
weights  and  measures  1  Why  not  go  still  farther— for  if 
Congress  can  delegate  to  a  corporation  this  prime  attribute 
of  sovereignty,  the  establishment  of  a  standard  of  value- 
why  not,  I  say,  extend  it  to  every  other  specified  power 
of  the  constitution  t  For  I  repeat  it,  if  Congress  have  the 
power,  under  this  or  any  other  clause  of  the  constitution, 
to  delegate  to  a  corporation  of  its  own  creating  any  one  of 
the  enumerated  powers,  they  may,  with  equal  propriety, 
delegate  to  it  every  other  power.  Let  Congress  recognise 
this  construction,  and  what  would  be  the  consequence  ? 
Sir,  we  should  no  longer  be  a  nation  of  freemen,  living 
under  a  free  constitution  ;  but  the  slaves  of  soulless  corpo- 
rations. An  independent  and  irresponsible  power  would 
be  establiahed  in  the  land ;  the  rostiainis  and  limitations 
imposed  upon  Congress  by  the  constitutioji  would  be 
overthrown  ;  and  the  foundations  of  your  Government  not 
only  rocked,  but  riven. 

Sir,  let  us  examine  a  little  further  the  extraonlinary 
argument  urged  by  Mr.  McDuffie  in  support  of  his  most 
extraordinary  position.  «  Coin,*'  says  he,  **  was  regarded, 
at  the  period  of  framing  the  constitution,  as  synonymous 
with  currency,  as  it  was  then  generally  believed  that  bank 
notes  could  only  be  maintained  in  circulation  by  being  the 
true  representatives  of  the  precious  metals."  What,  sir! 
coin  and  currency — coin  a:id  paper  money— coin  and  bank 
notes  regarded  as  one  and  the  same  thing,  as  synonymous, 
at  the  time  of  framing  the  constitution  !  What !  '*  gener- 
ally believed  at  that  period,"  that  paper  money  was  *<  the 
true  representative  of  the  precious  metals !"  Sir,  does  not 
the  who  e  history  of  that  period  contradict  these  reckless 
and  unfounded  assertions  ?  I  appeal  to  the  historical  recol- 
lections of  every  gentleman  on  this  floor,  if  it  does  not  Is 
it  not  notorious  that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  were 
emphatically  hard-money  men  ?  Is  it  not  notorious  that 
gold  and  silver  are  the  only  currency  recognised  by  the 
constitution  1  Is  it  not  known  to  all,  that  Congresa  have 
no  power,  under  the  constitution,  to  authorize  any  indi- 
vidual, company,  or  corporation,  to  issue  federal  paper 
money  1  Every  part  of  the  constitution  which  relates  to 
the  subject  of  money  is  clear,  explicit,  and  unequivocal. 
The  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  on  ihis  sub- 
ject, is  not  only  maile  manifest  by  the  letter  of  the  constitu- 
tion itself,  but  also  by  a  law  passed  immediately  after  the 
meeting  of  the  firat  Congress  umler  the  constitution,  which 
defines  the  kind  of  money  to  be  received  by  the  federal 
Treasury.  This  law  provides,  **tfaat  the  fees  and  duttea 
payable  to  the  Government,  shall  be  received  in  gold  and 
i»ilver  only."  This  statute,  lie  it  remembered,  was  passed 
within  one  month  after  Congress  had  assembled.  And, 
again,  the  law  in  reference  to  that  part  of  the  revenue  ac- 
cruing from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  passed  in  1800, 
declares  that  specie  and  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  shall 
alone  be  received  in  payment  of  such  lands.  These  two 
acts  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  federal  revenue,  passed 
immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  ought 
and  must  be  regarded  as  unerring  interpreters  of  that  in- 
strument, so  far  as  the  point  immediately  under  considera- 
tion is  coifiremed.  If  the  members  of  the  first  Congress 
regarded  paper  money  and  *<  coin"  as  synonymous,  why 
did  they  enact  that  gold  and  silver  coin  only  should  be  re« 
ceived  in  payment  ef  the  federal  revenue  1     If  tbey  even 
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considered  paper  money,  or  bank  notea»  ms  eynonymoufr 
with  coin,  ae  contended  by  Mr.  McDuiBe,  they  appeared, 
at  all  events,  to  discriminaie  between  paper  coin  and  gold 
and  silver  coin,  by  making  the  latter  only  receivable  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues.  So  that  *<gold  and  silver 
coin,"  and  not  paper  coin,  appear  to  be  the  only  currency 
known  to  the  constitution ;  or  to  the  laws  of  Congress 
which  define  the  kind  of  currency  to  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  the  federal  revenues. 

I  would  now  call  the  attention  of  the  committee,  for  a 
few  moments,  to  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  8th  section  of 
the  constitution  :  <*  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  foregoing  pow- 
ers.*'    It  will  not  be  pretended,   f  apprehend,  that  this 
clause   vesta  in   Congress  any  new  sulwtantive  power; 
or  that  it  in  anywise  supersedes  or  invalidates  any  one  of 
the  enumerated  powers.     This  position  would  be  too  ex- 
travagant— too  monstrous,  for  even   modern  sophists  to 
take.     It  will,  I  trust,  be  conceded,  that  the  powers  com- 
prehended in  this  clause  are  subordinate  and  incidental  in 
their  nature,  merely  conferring  on  Congre^a  the  right  to 
exercise  such  means  as  shall  be  strictly  necessaiy  and  prop- 
er to  execute  the  express  powers;  or,  without  which,  the 
powers  expressly  granted  cannot  be  carried  into  effect. 
This  point  yielded,  as  yielded  it  must  be,  the  question 
arises,  whether  a  national  bank  be  a  necessary  and  proper 
meaiia  to  carry  into  effect  any  of  the  specified  powers  1     In 
order  to  show  that  it  is  necessary,  essential,  indispensable, 
it  must  be  made  to  appear  that  the  enumerated  powers  can- 
not be  carried  into  effect  independent  of  a  national  bank. 
Experience  has  demonstrated  that  they  can,  one  and  all. 
And,  in  the  second  place,  in  order  to  prove  that  a  national 
bank  is  a  proper  means,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  power 
to  create  it  is  an  incidental  and  not  a  substantive  power ; 
which,  I  apprehend,  cannot  be  done.     No,  sir,  it  cannot 
be  shown  that  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation, 
is  merely  an  incidental  or  subsidiary  power.     Among  all 
the  powers  enumerated  in  the  constitution,  I  defy  gentle- 
men to  designate  a  solitary  one  that  is  capable  of  being 
wielded  with  more  potent  effect;  not  for  good,  but  for  evil. 
If  Congress  possess  the  power  t4>  grant  a  charter  of  incor- 
poration, in  their  national  capacity,  in  one  case,  they  do 
in  another.     If  they  posfCM  it  at  all,  they  possess  it  with- 
out limit,  snd  can  extend  it,  whenever  they  think  proper, 
to  any  and  every  object  whatever ;  whether  it  be  in  deroga- 
tion of  State  and  individual  rights,  to  a  Mississippi  land 
monopoly,  to  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  the  Indies,  or  to 
the  cod  and  whale  fisheries.     Sir,  what  is  the  distinguish- 
ing characteristics  of  incorporations  t     They  are  essential- 
ly ariatociatic  in  their  nature ;  being  invested  with  exclu- 
sive privileges — privileges  withheld  from  the  rest  of  society. 
They  are  allowed  to  purchase  and  hold  real  estate;  which 
the  United  States  themselves  cannot  do  without  obtaining 
the  consent  of  the  States.     They  are  allowed  to  hold  pro- 
perty in  mortmain^  and  are  capable  of  being  ao  organized  or 
cimstiluted  as  to  change  the  course  of  descent  in  the  seversi 
States ;  I  mean  where  thf*ir  corporate  character  is  concern- 
ed.    Nor  is  this  all :  so  sacred  are  their  rights  held,  and 
so  carefully  guarded  are  they  by  the  legislature  and  judici- 
ary, that  they  cannot  be  reached  by  law  without  permission 
on  their  parts ;  nay,  more,  they  are  even  placed  beyond 
the  control  of  future  legislatures — alleai«t,  such  is  the  opin- 
ion of  some.     And  yet  we  are  told  that  a  power  to  incor- 
porate— a  power  of  such  great  and  fearful  magnitude,  and 
capable  of  producing  so  much  miKhief— 'is,  aAer  all,  a 
mere  incident  of  a  power !     Think  you,  sir,  that  if  the 
members  of  the  convention  who  framed  the  constitution 
had  considered  a  national  hank  either  a  proper  or  necessary 
means  to  carry  into  efibct  any  of  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers of  the  constitution,   that  they  would  have  rejected  a 
direct  proposition  to  establish  a  bank,  or  refused  to  in- 
vest Congress  with  power  to  grant  chariera  of  incorpora- 


tion, of  whatever  description  t  Is  it  probable  that 
and  patriotic  men  wouM  have  acted  so  inoonsistenllj— «e 
absurdly  ?  « It  is  known,"  says  .Mr.  JeflEsrson,  **tlittlbi 
very  power  now  proposed  as  a  means,  was  rejected  as  u 
end,  by  the  convention  which  framcNl  the  oonstitotioB." 
**  A  proposition,"  he  adds,  *<  was  made  to  them  to  u- 
tborize  Congress  to  open  canals,  and  an  amendaioiy  ooett 
empower  them  to  incorporate.  But  the  whole  was  rcjcd- 
ed  ;  and  one  of  the  reasons  of  rejection  urged  in  ckfaili 
was,  that  they  then  would  have  power  to  erect  a  bank." 
Here,  then,  sir,  is  authority  not  to  be  que^tioneil,  nottofaa 
controverted,  that  the  power  to  erect  a  bank,  <*  proposed  u 
a  meana,  was  rejected  as  an  end,"  by  the  very  auibon  ii 
the  constitution  itself  'i'hf  fact»  therefore,  that  tke 
framers  of  the  constitution  deliberately  and  dsHgaad^ 
withheld  from  Congress  the  power  to  incorporate  a  baa^ 
utterly  excludes  the  idea  that  such  power  waa  intended  la 
be  granted,  either  expressly  or  incidentally,  specificall;  m 
impliedly.  To  contend  that  a  power,  intenlioDatty  w^ 
held  from  Congresa  by  the  framera  of  the  constitalioa,  e« 
be  rightfully  exercised  by  Congress,  is  to  outrage  eooa^ 
sense,  and  all  appro«eid  rulea  of  coustructioD.  Lsl  tha 
principle  be  once  established,  that  neither  the  express  hllC 
of  an  instrument,  nor  the  evident  intention  of  its  aathsrc 
authors,  is  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  iu  meaning,  and  4 
written  constitutions,  contracta,  laws,  and  charteis,  bacsag 
a  dead  letter.  I  would  entreat  gentlemen  to  oonsido  a« 
before  they  give  further  countenance  to  such  doctrioo.  I 
would  respectfully  remind  them,  that,  by  disregaidiof  the 
express  provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  the  evideat  ~ 
teution  of  iu  framera,  and  resorting^  to  construdioa  < 
implication  alone  for  authority,  they  will  eventually 
up  a  monument  of  folly,  which,  if  not  aa  impioQ% 
create  as  much  confusion  as  that  which  towered 
Shinar*s  plain.  Let  it  not  be  supposed,  however,  Ibal 
would  deny  the  existence  of  all  implied  powers.  I  r 
aware,  sir,  that  the  convention,  in  framing  iJie  coostitar 
marked  out  and  enumerated  the  principal  ends  of  Got 
ment,  without  particularizing  all  the  meana  by  which  t 
ends  were  to  be  aecured.  A  discretionary  power,  to  a 
tain  extent,  must  neceasartly  be  left  with  Congress, 
constitution,  for  example,  has  vented  in  Congress  the 
er  to  raise  and  support  armies.  But  at  what  time  ai 
are  to  be  raised,  to  what  extent,  and  for  what  cause 
power  is  to  he  exercised,  it  has  necessarily  left  to  be  dcMI 
mined  by  the  national  legisUture.  Many  other  csai 
might  be  cited,  where  the  means  necessary  to  carry  nm 
effect  the  enumerated  powers  are  left  to  the  ••^•^  !l 
Congress.  But  the  mean,  or  incidental  power,  oujbl,  ^ 
all  coses,  to  bear  a  due  relationship  to  the  speci6ed  po««»' 
Ic  waa  well  remarked  by  a  distinguished  8enaU>r  (W*^ 
Clat)  in  debate,  that : 

<*  In  all  cases  where  incidental  powera  are  acted  "Pf* 
the  principal  and  incidental  ought  to  be  congeaial «» 
each  other,  and  partake  of  a  common  nature.  ''^^^ 
dental  power  ought  to  be  strictly  subordinate,  and  u«^ 
to  the  end  propcwed  to  he  attained  by  the  specUiea  po«^ 
In  other  words,  under  the  name  of  aocomplishing  oae  or 
ject  which  is  specified,  the  power  implied  ought  d^|| 
made  to  embrace  other  objects,  which  are  not  specific 
the  constitution.  If,  then,  you  ooold  eslablisb  a  baoi^ 
collect  and  distribute  the  revenoe,  it  ought  to  be  espm 
restricted  to  the  purpoi«  of  such  collection  and  diilribaiioi' 

«« I  contend  that  the  States  have  the  exclurive  |»w»  " 
regulate  contracts,  to  declare  the  capacities  and  iocapafloe 

to  contract,  and  to  provido  as  to  the  extent  of '•■P*"'*'^ 


of  debtors  to  their  creditors.     If  CongreM  h^ve  tht  f^ 

ihif 
the  attributes  of  an  individual^if  you  can  bestow  <^ 


to  erect  an  artificial  body,  and  say  it  aball  be  enilo««i  * 


object  of  your  own  creation  the  ability  to  contract  *'' 
you  not,  in  contravention  of  State  righta^  coafer  op* 
alavea,   infanCis,   and  fdmes  covarte,  tlM  ibili^  ^  ^"^ 
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lnc<  ?  An«I  if  you  havs  the  pqwer  to  say  that  an  aa- 
iociiuftn  ofhidividuaU  shall  be  rcaponsible  for  their  debts 
iqlj  in  a  certain  limiied  degree*  what  is  to  prevent  ttn  ex- 
mfioQ  ofaMmilar  ezemplion  to  individuals  ?  Where  is 
ihe  Uiaitatipn  upon  this  power  to  -set  up  corporations  1 
Yoo  ^itabliah  one  in  the  heart  of  a  State,  the  basis  o\ 
aJuMCipiUl  is  money.  You.  may  erect  others,  whoso 
Mfiiul  shall  consist  of  land*  slaves,  and  .personal  estates, 
nd  tbui  the  whole  property  within  the  juri(>dit;tion  of  a 
Blite  might  be  absorbed  by  (hes^  political  bodies^  The 
oifting  bank  contends,  that  it  is  boy  and  the  power  of  a 
9ute  to  tax  it;  and  if  this  pretension  be  well  founded,  it  is 
■  the  power  of  Con^ress,^  by  chartering  companiesi  to  dry 
ip  tU  the  sources  of  State  ravenue." 

Yei^  air,  the  honoraSle  Senator  was  right,  when  he  said 
Ihat  the  iocidental  power  ought  to  be  striclly  subordinate, 
BJ  limited  to  the  end  psoposed  to  be  attained  by  the  speci- 
|W  power.  He  was  right  in  saying,  that  in  all  cases 
ikrv  incidental  powers  are  acted  upon,  the  principal. and 
pddeDtal  ought  to  be  congenial  witU«ach  other,  and  jiar- 
lAa  of.  a  common  nature.  And  be  would  have  been 
laaUy  right,  bad  he  added,  that  bo  means  can  bo.  proper 
|it  are  not  compatible  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution 

*  the  genius  of  our  GovemmenL     But  I  will  i^o  longer 
the  ^mmittee  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  having- 
shown,  aa  I  believQ,  beyond  all  cavil,  that  the 
which  has  been  last  examined  does  not  confer  on 
reis  power  to  incorporate  a  moneyed  institution  of 
Iw  deacription. 

:  I  will  now  proceed  to  excunine  arguments — not  of  a,Qon- 
iooal  character,  nor  atri^tly  applicable — ^but  neverther 
ireqocoUy  appealed  to  by  the  advocates  of  a  national 
I  allude  to  that  dasa  t>t  arguments  which  reat  on 
eDt  slope  ibr  support.     The  iriepds  and  championa 

a  Uoited  Slates  bank,  when  no  longer  able  lo  find  te- 

'~  te  support,  whon  forced  to.  abandon  every  con  statu- 
poiitioD,  seek  refuge  ip  the  misty  regions  of  preco- 

t.  The  acts  of  former  legislatures,  and  the  opinions 
f  the  Supreme  Court,  and  not.thic  constitution,  are  aji- 
llpkdio  for  authority ;  and  lo !  King  Precedent  is  anointed 
jtfi  the  UBQtion  of  infallibility ;  becomes  the  keeper  of 
fk  coiiacienoe8,.^Dd  the  object  of , their  idolatry  ;  his  be- 
Mi  the  laws,  his  standard  the  mi»tletoc»  which  these  po- 
kd  Druids  venerate.  But  to  vary  the  figure — what  ia 
pB  ifi  the  character  or  nature  of  precedent  so  sanative 
M  huly  that  can  heal  all  moral  maladies,  and  justify  all 
Mttical  transgressions  1     Or,  wherefore  is  it,  that  prece* 

ttahoold  fetter,  the  intellect,  destroy  moral  agency, -and 
r  iway  where  reason  and  conscience  should  alone  pre- 
Ue  1  Sir,  would  it  not  be  weU  for  those  whq  have  sworn 
**opport  the  constitution,  to  pause  and  reflect  before  they 
■fxcribe  to  a  doolrine  so  fraught  with  miiichief,  and  so  in- 
■ical  to  reason  1 

.  Itii  alleged,  by  some' of  the  servile  brain -bound  slaves 
*  piecedeot,  that  Congress  would  .be  jostified  in  charter- 
Ill  ibaok,  (at  the  present  time,)  whether  authorized  by 
W  cooatitution  or  not,  because  similar  institutiona  have 
Btberto  existed.  They  contend  that,  inasmuch  as  those 
jMitutions  were  establishetrby  Congress,  submittod  to. by 
w  people,  acquiesced  in  by  the  Sutes,  and  sanctioned 
9  the  Supreme  Court,  they  were,  recognised  by  all  the 
(cta  which  Jmply  the  sanction  of  organic  law.  Sir,  I  can- 
not, for  one,  yield  assent  to  doctrines  so  false,  so. loose,  so 
'ttotious.  I  deny  tha^tbe  great  body  of  Uie  American' 
j*>plei  the  democracy ,^re,  or  ever  were,  in  favor  of  a 
^l^ed  money  monopoly, '  whether  State  or  national, 
■he  insinuation  »  a  rank  and  insolent  libd  on  their  patri- 
^»  their  intelligence,  and  their  integrity.  No,  air,  the 
>ftok  and  honesUhearted  democrats  of  this  country  utterly 
i^t  and  abhor  the  doctrine^  that  time,  or  precedent  can 
*u)ctify  iniquity,  or  jiftlify  any  infraction  of  the  social 
compict. 
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It  is«oaliend«d  by  another,  bat  ainUvdasa  of  morhlista, 
that  the  constitution  ooght  to  be  so  oonitmed,  aa  to  expand 
with  the  growth  of  the  conntiy,  and  conform  to  its  diversi- 
fied and  mutahle  relatiobs.  .  Against  this  deotrine*  also,  I 
enter  my  protest     It  is  too  ductile  to  be  either  safe  or 
sound  ;  too  liable  to  be  drawn  o^t  to  dangerous  lengths^ 
and  bent  to  mischievous  purposes. .   Sir,  what  is  the  nature 
of  the  obligation  un^er  wJiich.we  acti   JWhat  ia  required 
of  us  before  entering  upon  our  dudes  as  repreaentatives  1 
It  ia  requiiad,  bj  the  oonstHution,  that  <<the  Senators  aiyl 
Representativea,  ^nd  the  membera  of  tho  several  State 
L^gialatares,  and  all  £xecotive  and  Judicial  officers,  both 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  several  Sutes,  shall  be 
bound  by  oath  or  affinnation  to  aupport  this  coitstitotion." 
6ir,  the  requiskibn  is  emphatic  and  posit^e— eouched  in 
language  not  to  be  misunderstood.     Our  duty  is  palpable ; 
we  cannot  err  ignoraotly.     We  am  bound,  by  all  tho  obli- 
galiona  which  an  oathimpeaea,  lo  "  support  this  conatitu- 
tfon."     We  are  not  required  to.  **  Mtpport*'  the  fprded  con- 
aitructiona.  that  n^ay  be  ^iven  by  a  pliant  ^oort,  or  by  a 
careless  or  venal  legisltfture.     We  are  not  called  upon  to 
*<  aupport"  a  oonatitHtion  cerropted  bg^  cougr^asional  iatcr- 
polationa,  or  distorted  and  aophlsticatsd  by  the  legal  mum- 
meries of  the  bar  or  the  beiwh.     Nor  are  we  ohlig%ted  to 
aupport  a  conatitutioq  Ihat  may  be  eonatrued  to  change  with 
times  and  ctrcomaiancea ;  that  may  grow  with  the  growth, 
and  decay  with  tlie  decline  of  the  coiuitry :  bat  we  are 
hound  by  ear  aolemn  oaths  or  affin^ationB'to  *<  aupport 
this  oon«titution''in  it3  purity  and  integrity,  uasophistica- 
ed  and  uncontaminated.     8^r,  there  are  tsro  classes  of  men 
ip  this  world  who  rely  upon  precedent,  and  who  seem  to 
believe  in  ita  infallibility,  with  a  great  deal  of  spirit  and 
persevccanoe.     The  one,  the  moially  lax,  who  nave  no 
objection  to  transgress,  provided  they  can-find  a  pretext  in 
precedent;  the  other,  the  mentally  Uidolant,  who  find  leas 
labor  in  adopting  the  opinioaa  of  others,  than  in  analysing 
and  investigating  for  themselves ;  while  the  rigidly  honest 
and  ititelleetuatty  industrious,  spurn  ali  mental  tyranny, 
refusing,  in  all  coaos,  to  yield  their  aaa^t,  but  aa  the  re- 
anlt  of  their,  conviction.     Sir,  Ipt  ine  nut  be  mrsunderatood 
when  I  say  that  precedent  ia  dangaroua  and  pemieioiia ;  I 
mean  that  it  ia  ao  when  regarded  as  an  obligatory  rule  in 
mattera  of-  legislation,  apd  in  the  common  a&irs'  of  Hfe. 
In  courts  of  justice^  in  the  di^iensation  of  civil  apd  criminal- 
law,  it  may,  to  a  certain  .extent,  be  advantageously  referred 
to  as  .a  guide.     For  so  diversified  and  eomplicated  are  the 
subjects  of  litigation*  that  it  ia  iopoasible  for  the  legislator 
to  anticipate  and  provide  for-eveiy  caae  that  may  occur.    It 
becomea^the  cluty,  thenforei  of  the  Judge,  the  oigan  of  the 
law,  net  only  to  proclaim  the  written  law  of  the  land,  but 
also  to  decide  in  oases  where  no  statutory  provision  baa 
been  ma<le,  as  reason  and  justice  may  dictate.^    Nor,  as  a 
general  rule^  onglu  decii^iona  thus  rotde  to  be  lighdy  re-> 
garded  by  succeeding  judges,  easpecially  in  caaea  where  the 
pointa  in  Ntigation  are  analogoua.     But,  air,  while  I  wif- 
liogly  admit  that  precedent  may  be  properly  referred  to  aa 
authority  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  I  utterly  deny 
that  it  ia  neoeosarily  obligatory  upon  legislative  bodies.     It 
matters  not, '  therefore,  whether  a  precedent  in  favor  of  a 
United  Statea  bank  be  found  in  the  acta  of  former  legisla- 
tures, or  in  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Conrt,  it  ia,  in 
either  case,  incompetent  to  control  the  acta  of  this  body. 
Congtess,  I  Unst,  will  never  be  willing  ta  acknowledge  the 
binding  force  of  precedent,  in  the  decision  of  constitolional 
qdestions.     Butt  sir,  admitting,  for  the  aake  of  argument, 
precedent  to  he  good  authority,  whaUdoes  it  prove  in  this 
caae  1     I  apprehend  that  it  would  rather  make  against  than 
in  liivor  of  a  bank.     We  find,  in  18 11,  when  a  renewal  of 
the  charter  granted  in  1791  was  applied  for,  that  its  consti- 
tutionality  waa  discuaaed,  and  that  the  application  was  re- 
jected.    And  further,  when  the  bank  petitioned  Congress 
for  time  tb  wind  up  ila  afiairs,  the  petition  was  referred  to 
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a  oomiBitt0e  wbo  /eported  agtinit  ihe  applicatioii»  urging 
that  it  was  uoooostitotiooal,  and  the  report  wm  concurred 
ia.  In  1813,  when  the  subject  of  a  benk  was  again  be- 
fore CjMigreeM,  and  wjiile  onder-diiciiwion  in  the  Hooae  of 
Repreeentaiivee,  a  dtstinguiehed  gentleman  from  Maaaa- 
chueetta,  [Mr.  WssaTaa,]  then  a  member  of  the  Houae, 
declared  in  his  ^place/ while  opposing  the  bank,  that  the 
renewal  of  i\ip  bank  charier  bad  been  refaaed,  becauae  it 
was  unconatitutional ;  and  Congress  again  decided  against 
f  bank.  In  1832,  the  bill  to  .renew  the  charter  granted  in 
1816  was  vetoed  by  the  late  President,  and  subeequenlly 
rejected  by  Congress,  both  alleging  that  it  was  unconslitu- 
tional.  So  that  the  prec^lents,  so  lar  as  the  action.of  Con- 
gress is  concerned,  are  eqoti .  If  reference  be  had  to  the 
States,  we  shAl'find  that  a  large  majority  of  tbem  have 
been  opposed,  on  conatituiional  ground,  to  a  United  Stiates 
bank.  Whatever  authority,  therefore,  may  attach  to  de- 
cedent, makes  against  a  bank.  Hut  the.  Supreme  Court 
haa  decided  that  Congress  \^yb  power  to  incorporate  a  bank; 
and  these  de^ona  are  appealed  to  with  aa  much  fipparem 
tfiumph,  bythcadvocatea  of  a  national  bank,  aa  if  the  de- 
crees of  that  court  were  binding,  on  Congresa,  and  setiled 
the  constitoti*»nal  qoMtton  forever.  Sir,  what  are  we  to 
understand  from  this !  Is  it  meant  to  be  insinuated  that 
the  three  department*  of  GoTemment  are  not  coordinate, 
and  that  the  judiciary  ia  clothed  with  the  excluaiye  attri- 
butes of  popremjusy  1  ihat  neither  the  EgMcutive  nor  the 
Legislative  department  are  allowed  to  judge  of  their  own 
^wers,  when  acting  within  their  apprc^rtate  apherea,'  and 
in  the  diacharge  of  their  official  dutiea  1  la  it  intended 
that  Ihe  understandings,  the  oatha,  and  the  eonaciences  of 
the  other  two  department^  are  to  be  ailenocd  and-overawed 
by  the  despotic  fiat  of  the  bench  1  This  heretical,  servile, 
and  deteatable  doctrine  is  industriously  propogated,  I  am 
aware ;  not  boldly  and  openly,  but  clandestinely  and  in- 
sidiottsly,  by  hints,  innuendoes,  and  mysterious  givings  out.  * 
God  foihid,  patriotism  forbid,  that  it  abeuld  iever  be  acknowl- 
edged fay  the  Executive  or  Legialative  departments,  or  de- 
ceived by  the  American  people.  For  one,  I  reject  it  with 
disdain.  I  deny,  and  defy,  mortal  man  to  proYC,  that  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  can  settle  a  cotiatitutional 
queetion  in  any  other  than  in>  judidal  aense.  .  It  cannot 
afiect  legislation — cannot  control  the  decisions  of  Congress, 
or  of  the  £zeetttive-*«annot  control  the  sovereign  and  ab- 
solute power  of  Che  people,  nor  of  Ukeir  .represenuiivee.. 
.It  ia  jnst  aa  much  the  province  of  Congress,  or  of-  the  fe- 
ecotave,  to  decide  upon  the  constttutioaahty  oi  any  mieitter 
that  may  properly  come  before  tbem  for  their  action,  as  it 
is  for  the  judiciary  when4t  comto-beiqre  theih  for  decisiun. 
Con^rees  ia  no  more  bound  by  the  opinions  of  the  Supreme 
judges  than  are  the  judges  by  the  opinions  of  Congress, 
'i'he  constitution  vests  "  the  judicial  power  in  a  Supreme ^ 
Court,  and  in  audh  inferior  courts  as  Congress  may  from 
time  to  time  ordain  and  estiiblish/'  In  all  instances,  tfaefe* 
foie,  where  suits  are  prosecuted  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  of  which  the  courts  have  juriadiction,  and  decided 
by  the  Sapreme  Court,  all  such  decisions  are  final.  That 
being  the  court  of  the  last  resort,  the  paiiies  cannot  appeal, 
but  in  all  caaea  are  bound  to  abide  by  such  decision.  But, 
as  has  been  before  remarked,  no  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  can  4m  obligatAnr  upon  either  of  the  other  co-ordi- 
nate departments.  When  either  is  called  to  the  discharge 
of  its  appropriate  dutiea,  that  branch,  and  not  the  Supreme 
Court,  is  the  judge,  under  the  constitution,  of  its  own  acts. 
Nor  am  the  deciaions  of  the  Executive  er  Legislative  de- 
partmenta  binding  upon  the  jodgea  o^  the  Supreme  Court, 
when  acting  within  tbeir  appropriate  spheres.  So  long  as 
ekch  of  the  aeveral  departmenta  acts  as  a  check  upon  the 
other,  there  is  less  danger  of  this  abuae  of  power — whether 
apringing  from  ignorance  or  unlawful  ambition.  But  it 
may  be  asked,  bow  constitutional  questiuna  are  to  be  eettlfed 
in  the  event  of  a  non-concurrence  of  opinion  in  the  co-or- 


dinate departmenta.  T  answer,  by  the  people  tkroogh  I 
ballot  boxes.  For  let  it  i)e  borpe  in  mind,  (hst  tlib  Go 
ernment  is  emphatically  a  Government  of  the  people: 
emanates  from  -the  people,  its  powers  are  granted  bgr  t 
people,  and  are  to  be  exercised  for  their  benefit;  lad, 
far  at  least  aa  the  representative  department  i«  coneem 
ih  pursuance  of  their  Instructions,  whenever  they  ■ 
think  proper  to  exerciae  the  right  All  the  depamneoti 
Government,  the  Executive,  the  Legislative,  and  the  J 
diciary,  were  established  by  the  people  to  trtnaet  tfe 
business,  agreeably  to  the  powers  bestowed. .  ConieqM 
ly,  when  contradictory  opinions  are  entertained  by  Um  i 
eral  departmenta,  with  regard  td  the  extentof  their  con 
tutional  powera,  the  people  are  the  only  tribnnd  to  wU 
the  matter  ih  dispute  can  be 4iroperly. referred ;mdlk 
decision,  proclaimed  through  the  ballot  box,  nrastbefi 
and  couclusrve.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  this  doctrimi 
not  be  very  popular  in  certain  quarters;  but  I  coDceivf 
neverthbless,  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  geoiei  and  qi 
of  our  institutiona,  and  maintainable  vponattictdeiMXll 
principles. 

It  being  admitred,  then,  that  the  eeveral  dspartiBflqtoi 
co-ordinate,  and  their  opinions^  thete^ra,  not  bind^ 
on  each  other,  <.it  remains  to  be  considered  what  wdgM 
due  to  the  dei^ons  of  the  iudieiary  in  fiivor  of  the  Ml 
tutienality  t»f  a  United  Stafea  bank.  Sir,  whattwr  inpl 
Uhce  I  might  be  willing  to  attach  to  the  opioioaiof « 
an  enlightMfed  tribunal  on  douhtfnl  and  intricate  h^ 
I  am  unv^iithig  to  copcc^e  to  them  a  contioUiBf  ioM 
in  the  dedaion  of  a  question  like  the  one  under  discom 
when  I  am  furnished  with  a  written  constitQtiMi  lot  | 
guide,  ind  in  which  every  d^egated  power  is  distiodW 
accurately  delineated,  both  to  the  natnral  and  tbe  a^ 

Sir;  I  have  examined  this  instrument  tntefflly,  wsm 
and,  I  trust,  honestly  ;  but  nowhere  do  I  find  "*  i^  *jj 
to  grant  charters  of  incorporation.  Sir,  I  affirm,  imI 
that  I  am  able  to  maintain,  in  defiance  of  all  tbe  iM 
aophistry  ai)d  mystification,  that  the  convenOoo  n 
framed  the  cpnstitutlon  did  neither  grant  any  eipfvfffj 
er  authorizing  Congresa  to  charter  a  nationalbank,  am 
tend  that  any  power  whatever,  whether  hicfdsatd  (ir^ 
erwise,  ahould  be-exerciied  for  such  purpose.  A^dM 
that  the  convention  positively  rejected  a  direct  pwp*^ 
to  empower  Congress  to  incorporate  a  nationd  lionif 
repeatedly  rejected  written  pmpositiona  te  grant  Ar^ 
iucorporatiori.  But  let  us  first  examine  for  a  mor 
grouiid  assumed  by  the  judiciary,  in  arguing  the 
tiondlity.of  a  national  bank.  By  reference  t4i 
had  in  the  ease  of  McGulloch  against  the  Stale  «f 
lai>d,  it  will  be  found  tliat  the  principles  upon  wb» 
judiciary  rely,  are  aubstantially  the  sanfti  wbich^'f^ 
in  1791,  and  ushered  into  being  the  first  Unilrf 
Bank.  Tlie  main  point  of  the  argoment  of  Genenl 
ilton,~as  well  as  that  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  ropl 
the  constittttioikaltty  of  a  liank,  turns  upeu  the  afl^ 
cessily  of  the  measure.  *  The  judges,  as  I  »n«'«;*'«rj 
acknowledge  the  absence  of  all  express  constitptiooilj 
thority,  admit  that  the  power  can  only  be  derived  tyj 
plication,  arid  only  ezerriaed  on  the  ground  of  sjo*j 
cessity.  That  t^  a  bank  ia  constitutional,  ifitbeneeeii 
to  carry  into  execution  any  of  the  express  powers;  bj 
not  neceasary  to  that  end,  or  if  that  end  caa  l*,*^ 
by  other  appropriate  meana,  tb^  it  is  not  coastitflUii 
the  power  to  incorpdrate  not  being  expressly  ji«*J 
Congress.  Upon  this  hypothesis  Congress  bs««  do4 
Btitutionai  power  to  charter  a  nationai  bank,  ''^■•'■fj 
be  not  absolutely  and  indispensably  necesrary  to  tbem 
lion  of  a  specified  power.  Query :  would  even  theijj 
sily  of  the  measure  justify  its  adoption,  wttbout  so  «"• 
ment  to  the  conatituUon  1  But,  air,  h  yet  remsiw  » 
shown  that  a  national  bank  is  an  esq^ntisl  mmos  ofei« 
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hf  an^  of  the  enudnraled  powm*  (  ud,  iintil  this  bo  doae^ 
h  opioioM  of  Che  judieuiry  ftvail  notfrUig.  WhftUtver 
uy  be  llie  geiMral  principle  affirmed  by  Uieiif*  their  ai;ga- 
mis  neidier  Thake  for  nor  e^nit  the  cvnattliytianalitj  of 
iBtfmial  bank,  ft  i*  affirmed,  by  the  Sopreme  Cottr%  in 
btciM  already  ailnded  to^  thai  «tbe  fAvernniant  f^hieh 
M  a  li^r  to  do  an  aet,  and  haa  iin|KMed  on  It  the  doty  of 
mfsnmg  ti|ai  act»  mnat  be  altowed  to  select  the  means." 
ir,  I  am  eooatrained  to  doubt  the  validity. of  thia  doetiine 
ien  ealried  to  ita  fall  eitent.  Suppose  we  put  ik  to  the- 
ML  It  if  not  only  the  right  but  the  doty  of  Uongress  to 
^Ngalats  eommeree."  Does  ii  foHow  that  they  have  the 
||ttU»  nnke  oae  of  what  means  they  please  in  order  to 
iMBpflsh  that  end  1  If  so,  they  may  inoorporate  a  coqn 
I19  i»  that  parpose;  alleguig  tliat  an  act  of  ineorpoiattbn 

fiaeeeawy  mean  for  the  attammentof  thoend  propoaed^ 
MherwordaR,  that  the  regulation  of  commnee'-coiridBdt 
l»  ml)  sffieted  in  any  other -way*^  And  why  not! 
ine  is  iio  oonstitntional-  diffisnl^  in  the  way  that  may 
llbe  snrmoonfed  withnhe  ladder  of  construeti0n. .  And 
should  only  happen  to  think  that  a/ohartered , 
wooid  be.  the  beatAfean  to  *'rsgniateeonimerc»/' 
noold  Ihera  be  to  prevent  sudi  irtborpoHtfioit  1  .  Ao- 
ttg  to  the  position  assumed  by  the  6api«me  Coof^  you 
raise  this  power  from  an  incident,  and  i^en  con- 
it  a  principal— ^nler  on  it  the  power  of  legislative  pro- 
and  authorial  the  -mother  institution  to  propagate 
baMsfd  progeny  in  eveiy  Slate -and  Torritofy  in  the 
And  why  not,  I  say  1.  Y^ni  have  all  the  authoii- 
Civor  of  it  wfaieb^  precedent  can  famish^  in. the  char- 
'M  tbe  late  bank  of  the  United  States  Bank.  That  in- 
bad  the  power  opnierred  upon  it  by  CcHigresa  of 
IjJDg  its  prpgeny  at  plcasufei  It  had  the  pQW«t,>by 
of  its  cbar^etory  to  establish  branch  bajik%  wkfiout 
of  the  biaies^  whenever -and  wheresoever  it 
It  bed.  the  lefpalative  power  ^delegated  lo  IU>y 
la  defiance  of  thcuchs^ka  and  restrainta. which 
oMiean  constitutions  interpose^  of  creating^  at  its  op- 
Mber  ^ks  and  other  directors ;  snd^this  power  re- 
'  tbs  sanction  of  the  judiciary.  If  Congrees  possessed, 
national  power  to  incorporate  a  moneyed  institU'*. 
aochas  the  late  United  Sutes  Bank,  it  may  also  poa- 
power  to  charter  a  cootpany,  ^nd  endow  it  with 
of  legislative  ftcnndity,  to  regulate  the  com- 
of  the  country.  Only  let  Congre as  adopt  ihe  ptin- 
Ibat  they  have  thp  power  to  eelfct  what  means  they 
in  order  to  carry  into  execution  a  specif  Bo^ai*) 
tbe  liaiitationa,  all  the  restraints  which  the  grant  of 
powers  impose,  are  broken  down  and.  subverted 
^8tr,  I  must  be  pc^rlnttled  to  say  that  I  considar 
ine  not  only  fiileey-but  dangerous  to  libefty.  •  Tbo 
of  a  discretionary  power,  in  the  selection  of  ineaM^ 
oceeesarily  be  -limited  to  such  means  as  are  strictly 
{and  no  means  that  an  incompatible  with.tbelprin- 
Qpoo  which  our  Ciovetnonent  is  fouilded,  can  be 
r,  bowsver  oontenient  they  may  be.  .A  chartered 
Ij  is  aot,  cannot  be  a  prpper  mean  to  cAvry  into  ef- 
of  the  ende  of  a  Government  baeed  on  tbe  prinet- « 
•Apolitical  equality.  Would  you  consider' the  exer- 
'^exdosive  political  privilegrea  as  an  appropriate  mean's 
the  principle -of  equal  political  rights  1  The 
h  absord  on  .the  very  iace  of  it. 
!r.  Cbairman,  J  would  not  wantonly  UMil'the  reputa- 
P  «f  the  jodietary.  I  trust  that  I  am  capable  of  fairly 
pkoaeaily  appreciating  the  charfteteru>f  that  enlightened 
V  boQonble  tribunal.  But  however  highly  I  may  es- 
N  tbsai  for  purity  of  purpose  and  integrity  of  character, . 
FBMt,  with  iho  .evidence  before  me,  regard  them^aa  un- 
M  io  judgnient ;  and  I  trust  that  the  day  is  far  distant 
natbet  wiU  be  recognised  by  Congma,  /or  the  American- 
^*  ae  a  body  of  infallihiea.  Sir,  I  believe  that  I  am 
ia  laying  thAt  the  cireymstan^  which  sarroiind 


and  necessarily  operate- upon  the  American-  jndidary,  are 
impropitioua  feo  liberty  ^  the  nature  of  their  office,  the  ten- 
ure by  which  it  is  held,  and  the  fiiet  of  their  non-aooounir 
ability  to  the  people,  most,  on  the-  known  principles  of  hu- 
man nature,  have  a  tendency  to  render  thvem  covetous  of 
power,  arbitrary,  and-  despotic  Nor  is  .this  alL  .fndoc* 
trinatad  irom  their  yovtfa  in -the  prinnples  and  prejudices 
■of  English  jurists  {.  educated  in  Engliah-  books^  over  con- 
sulting English  authorities ;  constsntly  (amiKar  with  mo- 
narchical doctrines;  in. 9  word,  all  the  la#a  of  mental  as- 
sociation,, under  which'  their  intellects  ara  reared  and  fash- 
ioneil,  ara  inimical  to  that-broadc^baaed  and  high-toned  free- 
dom which  Ae-Aroerican  people  delight  to  cherish.  Kor 
wiU'tha  Uulh  of  Jhia-pusition  be  doubled  or  denied  by  those 
who  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  past;  who  have 
stndi^  the'  springs  of  human  action  ;:  refleoted  upon  the 
nature  of' hnmsii  power;  and  observed  ita.  constant  prone- 
neaa'to  enlarge  or  overleap  its  boundaries.  But  why. appeal 
'to  hypothiMes,  when  I  can  so  readily  summon  focii  to  my 
aid  t  Tbe*  history  of  tha  Supreme  Court  is  rife  with  teeti- 
tnoiiy  dtrecftiy'to  the  point.  By  .a  careful  examination  and 
analysien>f  ita  d^cisiens,^  it  will  be  found  tbatOhey  haea,  in 
•most  instances,  leaned  to  tbe  side  of  federal  pwwwc ;  ovei^ 
looked  the  rights  of  the  citisen  and  of  the  States;-  and  evin-. 
ced  a  strong  and ,  uniform  bias  for.  a  oonsolidated  Govern- 
ment.- The  alien  and  eedition  laws^-notoriooaLy  unconsti- 
tutional, and  'bo  pronounced  by  Mr.  Jeffcraon  and  the 
American  panple— recoived  the  sanction  of  that  court.  The 
sedition,  or  "gag  law,j'  made  at. an  «iffimco,  punishable  by 
indictmodc,  to  publish  any  thing  which  even  had  a  tended- 
cy  to  bring  into  disrepute  the  offipera  of  the  Govornment; 
and  many  worthy  e|id  paCriotie  ,eitiMns  were^  in  pursu- 
ance of  that  nefarioga  law,r  incarcerated  for  daring  to  com- 
plain of  the  opression»  oPih<ir  rulf  rs.  And  thia  law,  un- 
ctmstittttional  as  it  was,  and  subver«ive  of  the  rights  of  the 
-cttiaens  and  of  the  prim^plcs  of  our  Governi|ient  as  it  was, 
received  the  judieial-sanction  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Sir, 
I  will  baxard  the  dedamtion,  and  without  the  fear  of  oon- 
tradiction,  that,  if  all  the  principlea  which  have  recMved 
the  sanction  0/  the  juiliciary  were  now  in  full  force  and 
operation,  the  .American  people,  bereft  of  all  the  bleasings 
of  a  free  constitntion,  would^  at  this  moment,  be  writhing 
itnder  the  unmitigated  oppressions  of  a  heartless,  ruthlesa 
despotism.  And  yet,  sir,  strahge  as  it  may  appear,  thero 
are  those  among  us,  notwithstanding  their  knowledge  of 
-thli  truth,  and  notwithstanding. all  the  judicial  libels  upon 
the  constitution,  which  are  plain  to  their  eyes  and  to  iheir 
und^standinga*  who  still  cleave  lo  diat  tribunal  with  all  the 
seal  and  enthusiasm  of  infatuation — regard  it  as  the  exdu- 
srre  depository  of  wisdom,  of  freedom,  of  patriotism — and 
its,  decrees  as  infaUibie,  fixed,  and  imcputable,  as  the  fiat 
of  fate^ 

But,  sir,  I  will  briag  tbe  decisiena  of  the  judiciary  to  a 
decisive  test,  via:  the  intentions -of  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitfition  with  regard  to  auch  instkuiion.-  And  here,  thdn, 
I  wish  it  to  be  home  in  mind,  that  tha  judiciary  have  uni- 
formly admitted  /hat  tbe  power  lo  incorpojrate  a  nations! 
bank  was  not  among  the  enumerated  powers  of  the  oon- 
stitotion,  and  that  it  could  only  -be  derived,  by  iniplication. 
In  admitting  that  the  'power  in  question  was*  an  implied 
and  not  an  express  power,,  they  necessarily  assume  that 
the  framers  of  the  constituviotn  intended  to  vest  in  Congress 
a  power  wbicli  they  omitted  to  speciiy ;  for  imrely  it  could 
not  be  pretended  by  an  intelligent  body^of  men,  such  as 
•compoae  our  judiciary,'  that  Congress  possewed  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  do  an  act  which  the  constitution  nowhcro 
expressly  aothoriaee,  and  which  the  framers  of  that  instru- 
ment evidently  ii^tanded  to  interdict.  This  doctrine  of 
construction,  therefore,  rests  enttrtly  upon  the  known  or 
supposed  intentions  oif-  the  convention  which  framed  the 
constitution.  It  is  incumbent,  therpfore,  on  those  who 
allegew  in  the  absence  of  all  direct  authority*  that  Congress 
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ponen  an  implied  fH)wer  to  incorponte  «  natkniR^  benk» 
to  show,  at  least,  that  the  comrentioii  did  not  intentionally 
withhold  the  said  power  from  Congress.  Naw,  sir,  if  this 
cannot  he  done,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  if  it  can  he  proired 
that  the  eohject  in  question  was'agitated  in  the  convention 
which  fram^  the  constitution;  that  propositions  were  there 
made  to  invest  Congress  with  power  to  charter  a  hank,  and 
that  all  propositions  having  that  object  in  view  were  re- 
jected- by  the  convention,  it  necemarily  follows  that  Con- 
gress possess  netuch  power,  whether  expressed  or  implied, 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  thft  contrary  notwith- 
standing. I  then  lake  this  ground :  that,  inasmuch  as  there 
is  no  express  constitutional  auChority  given  to  Congress  to 
charter  a  bank,  and  as  the  framers  of  the  constitution  re- 
peatedly and'  deliberately  rejected-  alt  propositions  to  vest 
in  Congress  power  to  grant  actfl  of  incorporation  of  what- 
ever dcscripiion.  Congress,  tberefdre,  are  as  virtually  and 
morally  prohibited  from  granting  a  bank  charter  (in  ita  na- 
tional capacity)  as  if  the  consciiation  contained  an  expresa 
prohibitory  clauae  with  regard  to  it  !•  repeat  that  this  is 
my  ground*;  and  rf  T  can  show  that  the  framferr  of  the  con- 
stitution did  not  intend  to  vest  in  Congress  power  to  grant 
ads  of  incorporation  of  any  kind,  hut  deslgnedty  withheld 
ftuch  power,  then  the  eonstitnttonal  right  io  charter  a'  bank 
does  not,  and  cannot,  belong  to  Congress.  In  order  to 
show  what^wero  the*  views  entertained  on  the  subject  of  a 
national  hank,  as  well  as  of  every  other  species  of  incorpo^ 
ration,  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  it  will  be  neces* 
aary  to  consult  the  joOrniil  of  the  convention,  as  ^ell  as  the 
statements  of  several  of  the  delegates  after  the  convention 
rose.  But,  previous  to  introducing  these  authorities,  I 
will  state — what  is  alrendy  known  to  the  Committee — that 
there  were  two-ptirties  in  the  convention,  who  held  (Appo- 
sing views  relative  to  the  form  aYid*  character  of  the  gov* 
ernment  proposed  to  be  established.  The  one  advocated  a 
supreme  natiohal  or  con«>lidfited,  the  other  a  federal  form 
of  government.  The  latter  eventually  triumphed.  The 
friends  of  a  supreme  government,  after  bein^  defeated  in  all 
their  direct  'efforts,  endeavored  to  accomplish  their  purpose 
by  indirect  means,  as  fully  appears  by,  the  folio  wing  extract 
frem  "Taylor's  New  Views  of  tK0  Constitution  :"" 

"August  18.  It  was  prr>posed  to  empower  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  United  Slates,  (the  word  national  is  now  dropt,) 
*  to  grant  charteni  of  incorporation  in  cases  where  the  pub- 
lic good  may  require  them,  and  the  authority  of  a  single 
6tate  may  be  incompetent ;  to  establish  a  university  ;^o 
encourage,  by  proper  premiums  and  provisions,  the  adxrance- 
ment  of  useful  kirowledgc  and  discoveries;  to  establish 
seminaries  for  the  promotion  of  literature  and  the  arts  and 
sciences ;  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation ;  io  establish 
institutions,  rewards',  and  imnranities,  for  the  promotion  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures;  and  to  regulate 
stages  on  the  post-roada,'  which,  with  other  propositions, 
were  referred  to  the  committee  x>f  July  23d.* 

^*' September  14.  *  Question.  To  grant  lettem  of  incor- 
poration for  canals,  et  cetera ;  negatived.  -  Ta  establish  a 
University;  negatived.'  • 

<*  Their  rejection  w;ae  a  necessary  consequence  of  sub- 
stituting a  federa^  for  the  national  <)overnment,  zealously 
contended  for,  from  the  39ih  of  May  to  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember. It  was  obvious  that  powers  to  establish  corporations, 
prescribe  the  mode  of  educatron,  patronise  local  improve- 
ments,- and  bestow  rewards  and  immunities  for  the  promo- 
tien  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  would 
certainly  swallow  up  a  federal,  and  introduce  a  national 
government.'  When,  therefore,  a  federal  system  obtained- 
the  preference,  it  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  the 
high  degree  of  intelligence  posaessed  by  tW  members  of  tbe 
convention,  to  have  permitted  their  dHermination  to  be 
defeated  by  these  indirect  attempts.  'I*hi»  intelligence  was 
assailed  by  the  soothing  but  insidious  restriction,  that  the 
powera  to  incorporate,  grant  exclusive  privileges,  andezer- 


ciM  every  speelaa  of  patronafte,  weiv  only  to  be  ewreiia 

<  in  cases  where  the  public  good  may  require  it'  The  «» 

Boothing-  but  inaidiooe  argument  is  npw  addmwd  is  Ih 

inteltigefice  of  the  ^nbtic,  to  justify  an  exerdse  of  the  wr 

powers  which  the  intelligence  €^  the  conventioB  witkM 

from  a  federal  government ;  and  whether  the  proiMH  i 

puMic  good  has  been  falkcioaa  or  Ailfined  by  the  moatf 

olies  of  currency,  df  manttfacinres,  6nd  the  eimmoB  < 

federal  patronage,  the  public  can  decide.    Yet,  whate«i 

may  have  been  their  temporary  efiect,  it  is  obvieoithitll 

enlightened  framers  of  the  conatitntion  considerrd  theosi 

dition  of  pnblic  good,  aa  an  enlargement  and  not  •  Rwii 

lion  of  power;  and  that  it  would  defeat  alt  the  liiailtiioi 

of  the  constitution,  by  which  a  federal  goverameat  call 

be  forrtned  or  sustained.     It  was  a  |lfMext  whidi  WoaUi 

every  encroachment  er  Murpatinn  ;  and  no  powert-ooaldl 

more  tnde6nite  and  soveroign  than  thoae  of  gtantifig  « 

oinsive  privileges,  beatowing  reittinda  and  innoiiitici  of 

tbe  'three  comprehcnalve  intereMa  <of  society,  agrienllM 

eomnierce,  and  manu&ctaroe,  and  patronising  etpitiM 

panpers,  knowledge,  and  ignorance.  8urh  anestef  pssfl 

though  exhitiited  as  sleeping  in  the  ^»ed  of  puMic  ge9d»i* 

so  strong  a  reaemblanoe  to  the  old  bed  of  jnslieebi  Fnrii 

which. was  the  npositqry  of  evil' ae  well  as  goad,  tbitllM 

were'  all  rejected.     It  was  evident  that  they  would  bt  mI 

cient  to  re»haficH  the  strangled  national  fbini  of  go«Mi*MN 

and  the  convention  having  finally  {^referred  the.fedmlfMi 

thought  titat  no  good  to  the  put>lic  could  resalt  frm  M 

powers,  which  would  recompetlse  it  for  the  evib  it  ai^ 

snatain  from  the  subversion  of  that  form.     Tbe  noiiTeBife 

saw,  that  if  Congress  couM  exercise  such  powers  for  i^ 

pubKc  good,  it  might,  npon'  the'  aame  giound,  asarpil 

powers  srfaaisoever,  an4,  in  rejecting  the  propoaiioni^^ 

cided  betweej^nnveiting  that  bbdy  triih  a  general  or  liiill 

federal  authority.     Hence  tbe  power  to  regulate  ceouirt 

was  not  intended  to  Tavive  the  rnacted  propositJoDitotj 

power  Congress  to  .bestow  rowartJa  npon  agricvltflie,  m 

merce,  and  mainnfactuiva.     Hence  the  rejected  pmpoe^ 

to  empower  Congress  to  direct  the  exercise  ef  the  jadid 

■  power,  cannot  enable  it  to  extend  the  jorisdictioB  of  4 

Supreme  Court.     And,  fov  the  sanve  reason,-a  poa«^ 

make  war  cannot  revive  the  rejected  power  to  idsI»<«^ 

or  to  perform  any  of  those  et  ceteras,  whatever  thif  «9 

referred  to  by  the  joumHl.   If  these  sweeping  and  iwM 

sovereign  powers,  or  all  powers  thought  by  these  whs  i 

ercise  them  to  he  necessary  for  the  public  good,  with  ^ 

cetent  bevdes,  though  prdposed  and  rejected,  do  j^ 

to  Congress  under  the  constitution,  then  the  btttle  beiai 

the  national  and  federal  parties  in  the  conventkm  trrok 

ted  quite  contrary  to  the  usual  cornse  of  thing*:  ^^ 

quished  were'victoriousj  and  the  victorious  were  «tii^ 

ed ;  and  if  ihey  were  now  alive,  one  party  would  be  stiv 

snrprt^d  to  discover,  that  it  had  carried  the  contolidii 

propositions  which  it  had  lost,  as  the  other,  that  k  ht^i 

tlie  federal  principles  which  it  carried.     Tbe  •P'^'^ 

the  slain  riaing  up  alive,  and  the  living  falling  dowo  m 

could  not  have  been  expected  by  either. 

**  No  powers  can  be  more  spveicign  and  arbilis^i  (■ 
those  of  deeiding  and  doing  whatever  ittay  adminirtertDl 
public  good,  and  of  pilfering  private  ptopeny  by  privik|l 
partialities,  premium^,  monopolies,  rewaids,  and  iamaoil" 
nor  more  capable  of  reaching  any  end.  Had  the»q«**|| 
such  powers  b^  nnnecessary  for  the  security  of  •  W* 
form  pf  government,  the  convention  might  have  *UJJ| 
justifiable  for  the  act,  asdeeming  them  tyrannicsl,  li*>i^ 
and  oppressive.  Bid  the  convention  reject  them  in  Im^  ^ 
replant  them  in  masquerade  %  I  discern  no  evidence  c  * 
journal  to  excite  snch  a  auspicion.  Odionel  HsmilieM 
from  discerning  the  stipposed Ingenuity  of  sinking  >^''||^ 
form  of  government  in  a  lake  of  obscurity,  to  bfiWi'dJ 
by  a  long  line  of  constructionk,  when  it  might  he  w^J 
avow  the  Intentions,  aaeins  to  have  quitted  the  toa^ 


609 


OF  -DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1610. 


)cT.  ia»  isar.] 


'jftift-^Veuury  BiiL 


[H«  er  R. 


t  daiptir,  non  aftBr  tke  ISulofe  of  his  project  Mr.  Run- 
rilih,  oodovbledly  inflvenccd  bj  having  lost  hui  plan  abo, 
Awed  to  tigB  the  consUtuiion.  And  though  -Mr.  .'Madi- 
la  tnd  Coloael  Haaiillon  both  aignad  it»  aod  Mr.  Ran- 
il|ili  wipportad  it  iir  the  Virginia  cooTenUon,  ibay  muat 
m'been  inllaanoad  by  the  pairiolic  motiva  of  affecting 
MM  good,  tboagh  they  coiild  «ai  aecoibpliah  all  which 
Icy  atteinptad.  Thaae  are  otcong  reaoono  to  prove  that 
agentleaian  who  contended  for  a*euprenia  national  gov- 
■■ekt,  iad  of  wbaea  propoaitiaiia  for  that  purpoea  not 
Mwataioptad  by  the  conwntioo,  did  not  imagine  Ihay 
ri«eceeded." 

It  •^ptan  that,  the  \ndiract  and  insidioiia  raeano  (which 
Miiottoded  to  be  eicrciead  thr6ugh  the  medium  ef  in- 
apmiioBe  and  axcUmTe  priTitegca)  of  the  canaoKda- 
■irti^  to  cMabliah  a  sopieDie-  national  governments^ 
bnd  ihe  tame  fate  ip  the  canvantian  aa  did  tbair  mora 
K"  tad  divert  efioMa.  But,  atr,  let  na  proceed  to  ez* 
■■etfaeevideneet  on  the  points  in  queetion,  in  the  order 
I  vbieh  it  fUnda  on  the  joornal  of  the  eonvantioo  :  On 
k  29th  ef  May,  the  third  day  after  the  convention  bed 

Ka  qaoram,  Mr.  Pincknegr,  delegate  from  South 
a,  iabiQttlied  the  plan  of  a  eonotitution,  in  which 
fi.|mpo«d  ta  beaiew  on  Congreao  the  power/ *<  to  bor- 
^wtmey,**  ACf  dec  After  vaiioua  propoakionf^  plMa, 
W  molanoaa,  had  been  nifficiently  debated, 
^**  It  WM  moved  and  arconded  that  the  prooeedinge  of 
Hnaveation  far  the  eeteblishment  of.  a  national  govern- 

Reicapt  what  eaepecta  the  aupreme  eiecutive,  be  ra- 
to  a  committee  for  the  purpoea  of  reporting  a  coneti- 
Ijim,  coaforaMOny  to  the  propeeflingi  albreeaid;  which  ^ 

Sd  onuiimously  in  tha  ifiirmativer" 
!,llie  S4th  of  i«ly»  the  committee,  eonalitiag  of  five, 
fm  cbooan,  and  on  the  «th  of  August,  (he  committee  re- 
^i1m  ^'diaoght  of  a  constitution,"  and  among  otler 
pvcn  propoaod  to.  he  given  to  Congreas,  ware  the  feilow- 
||:  "To  lay  and  coUcct  taxes,  to  borrow- money,  And 
Ml « the  credit  of  the  United  atatea."     . 
1^  tba  I6th  of  Aoguat,  whea  this  «  draught  of  a  conaU- 
iMiai*'  wts  voder  discufsion,  and  paiticoisriy  the  power ' 
W  >^e  mentianedy 

t  *''t  WIS  moved  and  seconded  to  strike  out  the  words 
IN  emit  biUa'  out  of  tbe  eighth  clause  of  the  Una  sfo- 
P  of  tha  aeventh  article;  whidi  paaaed  in  the  affirm»- 

^'  Yua,  New  Mampahire,  Masaacbu'sctta,  Connecticut, 

N»<ybania,  Delaware*  Virgioie,  Ni^rth  Garptina,  South 

Hial^  Georgia,  9.  TiAts,  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  2^ 

The  eoBvention,  after  having  denied  to  Congress  tba 

to  emit  bilJa  of  credit— whieh  poaf  er  had  been  pos- 

fay  the  confedanition— ^deemsid   proppr  to  eitend 

Apiobibition  to  tbe  Htate .  governments ;  this  subject 

Mded  on  the  28th  day  of  August,  when  the  12th 

^  was  under  considention  : 
!."|*h  was  moved  and  seconded  to  insert  the  words  '  nor 
^  bills  of  credit^'  after  the    word  *  iponey,'   which 
P^  in  the  affirmative." 

^Oa  the  1,8th  of -Atigust,  as  has  already  been^ahown, 
N  dUfereut  propositions  ware  made  to  authorise  Con- 
^  le-grant  acts  of  incorporation,  and  were  both  rrjeot- 
m  Ua  the  14  th  of  September,  the  power  to  create  cor- 
N^tiaas  was  again  proposed  to  be  vested  in  Congress,  • 
■I  was  again,  and  for  the  tbiid  and  last  time  rejected; 
Pm  joomal. )  Thus  far  the  journal  of  tbe  convention.  I 
*^  BOW  ask  the  attention  of  tbe  committea  to  the  stata- 
feniti  made  by  the  members  of  the  convention., 
I  Lather  Martin,  a  delegate.  froiH  the  »late  of  Maryland, 
2^  diaelosoras  to  the  Legiidatura  of  that  Bute,  makes 
«&UowiBgrBmaTkB8 

"  By  oor  original  articlea  of  oonfedeiation,  tbe  Con- 
V^  have  power  to  borrow  money  and  emit  billa  of  credit 
**^cnditaf  the  Unitad  Slataa;  agtaaabla  to  which  waa 


tbo  report  on  tbia  syalem  as  made  by  th»oammittea  of  da* 
tdil.     When  we  osme  to  this  ^lart  of  tbe  report,  a  motion 
was  made  to  strike  out  tbe  words  *  to  emit  t>iMs  of  credit;' 
agaioat  the  motion  we  urged,  that  it  would  be  improper 
to  deprive  the  Congreas  of  that  power ;  that  it  would  be  a 
novelty  unprecedented  to  establish  a  government  which 
should  not  lava  such  authority.-    That  it  waa  im[K>ssible 
to  look  forward  into  futurity  so  far  as  to  decide  that  eventa 
might  not  happen  that  should  lander  the  exercise  of  such 
a   power  absolutely   necessary ;    and   that  wa  doubted,  • 
whether  if  a. war  ahould  lake  place  it  would  be  possible  for 
this  country  to  defend  itself,  without  having  recdursa  to 
psper  credit,  in  which  case  there  would  be  a  necessity  of 
beooming  a  prey  to  our  enemiea,'Or  violating  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  Oovammant;  and  (hat,  considering  the  admin-. 
iatraiion  of  the  Government,  would  be  prinoipally  in  tba 
bands  of  tba  wealthy,  there  couki  be  little  reaaon  to  fear 
an  abuse  of  tbif  power  by  an  unnecessary  or  injurious  ax-, 
ercise  of  it.     But,  sir,  a  majoniy  of  the  convention^  being 
wiae  bayond  «very  event,  and  being  willing  to  risk  afty 
political  evil.Father  than  admit  the  idea  of  a  pa|ier  amission,- 
In  -any  possibla'casa^  refp^  to  trust  this  authority  4o  a 
government,  to  which  thay  were  lavishing  the  moat  un- 
limited poWera  of  taxation,  and  to  jhe  mercy  of  which 
they  were  willing  blindly  to  trust  the  liberty  and  property 
of  the  citiiena  of  every  .btaie  in  the  union ;  and  they 
erased  that  clause  from  tba  system* "-*£il^<ol*s  Debate^ 
vol.  1,^.  4r3. 

"  By.  the  -  tenth  section  every  State  w  prohibited  from 
emitting  billa  of  credit.  As  it  waa  reported  by  the  cum- 
miuee  of  detail,  tbe  8latea  were  only  prohtbitad  irom.ainit- 
tii>g  tliam  without  the  consent  of  Congress :  but  tbe  con- 
vention was  so  smitten  with  tbe  paper  money  dread,  that 
they  insisted  the  prohibition  should  be  absolute.  It  waa 
my  opinion,  sir^  that  the  States  .ought  not  to  ba  totally  de- 
prived of  tbe  right  to  emit  billa  of  ctedit,  and  that  as  wa 
had  not  given  an  auiboiily  to  the  General  Government 
for  that  purpose,  it  was  the  more  necq^sary  to  retain  jt  hi 
the  Statea.  I  considered. that  thia  State,  and  aome  others^ 
.have<formerly  reeeivad  great  benefit  from  -paper  emissions^' 
aaMl  that  if  public  and  private  credit  should  once  morvba 
restored,  such  emissions  may  hereafW  be  equally  advan^ 
tagaous;  and  further,  that.it  is  impossible  to  foresee  INt 
eventa  may  not  take  place  which  shall  render  paper  money 
of  absolute  necessity  ;  and  it  was  my  opinion  if  thia  power 
was  not  lobe  exercised  by  a  State  without  the  permiarioa 
of  the  General  Go«empMnt,tt  ought  to  be  satisfactory  even 
to  those  who  were  th^  moat  haunted  by  the  appvebensiona 
of  paper  money.;  I  therefore  thought  it  Bay  duty  to  vote 
agalnat  ihia  part  of  the  syatam. 

**The  same  aactien  Alao  puta  it  out  ef  the  -power  af 
the  States  to  jnaka  any  thing  but  gold  and  sihrar  ooin  a 
Under  in  payment  6f  debts,  or  to  paas  any  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts." — Ith-p,  438* 

«  March  the  lUhj  1708.— When  the  banl^  bill  wasiin- 
der  discussion  in  the  Mouse  of  Reprosentatives,  Judge 
Wilaon  camtf  in,  and  was  standing  by  Baldwin.  Bald- 
win reminded  him  of  the  following  Jact  which  passed  in 
'the  grand  convaAfion.'  Among- the  enumerated  pow- 
eis  givfn  to  Congresa^  waa  one  to  ere^t  corporaiiona.  .  It 
was,  on  debate,  struck  out.  Several  particular  powers  ware 
then  propoaed.-  Among  others,  Rolwrt  Morris  proposed 
to  giva  Cungresa  a  -power  to  establish  a  national  bank. 
Gouvameur  Monia  opposed  it,  observing  that  it  was  ex- 
tnvnely  doubtful  wbet(^er  the  conatitution  they  were  fra- 
ming could  ever  be  passed  at  all  by  tba  people  of  America ; 
that  to  giva  it  ita  best  chance,  however,  they  ahould  make 
it  as  palataMe  aa  possible,  and  put  nothing  into  it  not  very 
essential,  which  might  raise  up  enemies ;  that  his  coHeagna 
[Robert  Morris]  well  knew  that  *a  bank'  wak  in  their 
State  (Pennsylvania)  the  very  watah«woRl  of  party ;  that 
a  bank  had  been  the  great  bona  af  contention  between  tha 
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two  imniM  of  the  Stftte,  from  tho  ettftbttahmait  of  their 
constitution,  having  b^n  erected,  put  down,  erected  egeki, 
as  'either  party  preponderated ;  that,  therefore,  to  in«ert 
thti  power,  would  instantly  enlist  against  the  whole  in- 
itrument,  the  whole  of  the  anti-bank  party  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Wboreu|)on,  it  was  rejected,  as  was  every  Tither 
special  power,  eicef^  tM  of  giving  copy-righib  to  authors, 
and  patents  to  inventors ;  the  general  power  of  incorpora- 
ting being  whittled  down  to  this  shred.  Wik<«  agreed 
to  the  fact." — JefftraonU  Memoin.  . 

Now,  sir,  let  U4  consider,  for  a  momctat,  the  several 
slalemehts  made  by  the  delegates  to  the  conventioa,  and 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  connexion  with  the  evidence  coatain- 
ed  in.  the  journal,  and  see  if  an  array  of  testimony  be  not 
preseflisd  in  opposition  to  the  unfounded  and  impudent 
assumption— that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  convention 
to  authorize  Congress  to  **  emit  hills  ^  credit"— that  is 
decisive  and  overwhelming.'  It  appears  by  the  disclosures 
of  Luther  Martin,  as  well  as  by  this  original  journal.  Chat' 
propositions  vrere  repeatedly  made'  in  the  Convention,  to 
authorise  Congress  to  emit  ** bills  of  credit,*'  and  that  all 
propositions  to  that  effect  were  ttost  eignAlly  rejected !  It 
is  expressly  stated  by  the  attorney  general  of  Maryland, 
that  a  majority  of  the  convention  **  were  willing  to  risk 
any  political  evil^  Tathei>  than  admit  th^  idea  of  a  paper 
emission  in  any  possible  case  ^*  and  that  -they  (the  con- 
ventioD)  "erased  thai  claute  from  the  eystem.'*  And 
again,  when  speaking  of  the  extension  of  the  proMbition 
to  the  Stetes,  he  remarks:  that  **  the  contention  were  so 
smitten  with  the  paper  money  dread,  that  they  insaeted  the 
prohibition  should  be  absolute!*'  So  that  both  Oqngress 
and  the  States,  as  we  have  already  seen,  are  prohibited  l^ 
the  constitution  from  *<  emitting  bills  of  credit  ;'*  or  from 
issuing  paper -money,  ^'in  any  pospible  case."  It  is  cob- 
tended  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  M  Considerations  on  the 
Currency,"  dec.,  that  bank  bills  and  bills  of  credit  ^re  one 
and  the  same  Uiing.  'He  remarks:  **  the' constitution  of 
the  United  States  prohibits  every  Slate  from  issuing  bills 
of  credit;  now*  the  bills  emitted  by  a  hank,"  he  adds, 
''are'  to  all  {intents  and  purposes  bWs  of  credit.*'  And 
beille  he  concludes,  that  the  State  which  create  such 
hknk,  violates  the  constitution.  K  the  bills  issued  by 
Stilb  baqks,  are  to  all  inlento  and  purposM  «  bills  of  cfed- 
it,^  in  the  constitulional  sense,  as  Mr.  Gallatin  ci>ntends— 
and  I  am  not  disposed  to  di^jMite  the  point  with  liim  at 
present — then  would  bille  issued  by  a  United  States  bank, 
also  be  bilb  of  credit.  If  a  State,  therefore,  by  issuing 
bills  of  credit,  er.by  incorporating  a  bank  for  that  purpose, 
violates  the  conatitufion.  Congress  by  doing  the  .same 
thing,  equally  violates  that  instrument ;  because,  as  has 
alrewly  been  shown,  the  power- to- <*  emit  bills  of -credit'* 
was  withheld  from  Congress  as  well  as  from  the  Stated.- 
The  reaeira  why  a  prohibitory  clause  Was  not  incorporated 
into  the  constitution  in  relation  to-  the  tJhited  States,  A 
well  as  to  the  Sute  governments^  is  obvious.  By  the 
articles  of  confederation.  Congress  were  eiptea^ly  autho- 
rised to  *<  emit  bills  of  credit."  This  power  had  been  ex- 
orcised by  Congrese^and  the  evil  effects  resulting  from  tt| 
in  the  shape  of  continental  money,  were  in  evidence  be- 
fore the  members  o^  the  convention  at  the  time  of  framing 
the  constitution.  The  framers  of  the  constitution,  ad-' 
monished  by  the  history  of  the  past,  wisely  and  patrioti- 
cally endeavored  to  guard  their  country  from  a  similar  evH 
in  future,  by  exclmling  from  the  -new  conatitution,  the 
power  which  had  been  conferred  04 Congress  by  the  atti- 
cles  of  confederation,  as  well  as  by  prohibiting  the  exor- 
cise of  that  power  to  the  Stale  governments. 

Congress  are,  by  the  constitution,  not  only 'deprived  -of 
the  p4>wer'of  **  emitting  bills  of  credit,'*,  or  of  **  issuing  pii« 
pet  money  in  any  possible  case,"  but  expressly  limited  in 
Uie  exereise  of  their  power,  with  segard  to  the  curreniiy, 
to  the  eoinifig  of  gold  and  silver^  and  to  the  regulation  of 


the  value  of  foreign  coin.  And  when  OongreM  hive  dtai 
this,  they  have  done  all  that  the  eOBStitodott  rMtoim  « 
peiwiti^them  to  do  on  the  subject  of  thh  currsocj. 

.  Having  shown  that  the  power  to  **-emit  btlb  of  atHf 
la  not  delegated  to  Congress,  and  that  soeh  wis  the  "  dntd 
of  paper  money"  entertained  by  the  eoovenUon,  that'llMf 
withheld  from  ^Congress  the  power  to  issue^  or  caon  to  bi 
isaoed,  such*  money  <^  in  any  passible  case,"  loigbtdii- 
miss  this  part  of  the-sQl«|ect  without  further  ramsik;  boi  ai 
it  is  my  wiah  to  pu|  an'«nd  to  all  doilbt  and.cavil,  I  win, 
even  at  the  hazard  of.  using  todibue  repetitions,  again  ids 
to  the  important'  fiactT  that  it  was.  repeatedly  propopond  ii 
convention- to  vest  Congress  vatth  power.to  {fantehaiiMi 
of  inoorpormtion,  and  that  all  such'  propesittons  wsie  iffct* 
ed  in-  every  inetaoee,  and  under  vvery  JDodiUcatioA.  Tlw 
poeition  has  been  fully  established  by  the  jonnalsflhi 
coMventiOQ,  as  has  been  alieady  st^wn,  as  well  ss  hy  thl 
statem0nts  of  ablo.  and  honorable  BEiembersof  thatbodf. 
Mr.  .Madison^  in  hU  reply> lo  General  Hamilton's afgaiMH 
hi  favor  of  a  nirtloQal  bank,  infonns  us  that  "apomrls 
grant  charters  of  4noorpoi«tion  had  heen  propbsri  ii  iht 
convention,  and  refected."  Messva.  Baldwin  and  Wik* 
son,  botk  distinguished  members  of  the  fiadsfal  coana- 
tion,  have  informed  us^  through  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  nflof 
the  enumerated  powers  (»<  propoeod  to  be)  given  to  C«- 
gress,  was  oob  to  erect'obrporatione,"  and  ihat  **itwi%ii 
deliberation,  ptrock  out.'^  And  fuitber,  that  •^JUkfT 
Morris  proposed  to  give  -Congress  power  40  eslabliib  •  N- 
tional  bank,"  and  •thai  the  ^ropoeition  waa  oppoied  kf 
Gouveneur  Morris^  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  ni|i^ 
ularwith  the  people. '  Thi9  proposition WSaalsoiejectsd If 
the  convention.  Wall,  sir,  we  are  at  length  enaMoil  nt- 
isfactorily  to  determine  whether  a  power  to  grant  cktftai 
of  ijirorporation  be  a  aqbstantiye  t>r  incidental  power.  Tbtf 
it  waa  not  r^arded  as  an  incidental  power  by  thostf  mo* 
hers  of  the  convention  who  were  the  advocates  of  UMiffe- 
rstlbns,  is  evident  from  the  ftict  iliat  they  proposed  td  ch* 
it'  with  the  en  umerated  artd  eUbataiiiive-  powers.  Aad  (M 
it  waa  not  considered,  as  incidental  by  those  nembefvebe 


opposed  it,  ie  equally  manifest  from  the  rseeeni  wfd  ^ 
tliem  in  debate  against  it.  They  oppoeed  i^  not  ea  Iki 
ffroond  that  it  could  be  derived  by  implioation,  hot  on  the 
broad  democratic  principle  that  it  was 'incompatible  «iib 
the  character  of  the  government  which  they  had  been  M- 
egated  to  establish,  and  b«!cattse  its  exercif>e  would  be  dis* 
gerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The  positioo  ssnim' 
by  the  judiciary,  thereroie,  that  the  power  tocbarisraM* 
tional  hank  is  an  incidenul  power,  is  eondemned  aad  eta* 
tradicted  by  the  unanim'oos  sense,  of  th^  eonventioB.  The 
convention,  by  dellberstely  withholding  from  Congwei  the 
pr»wer  t6  grant  charters  -of*  inotTrporation  for  both  gof^ 
and  special  purposes,  thereby  clearly  aad  indispoliblj  ^ 
countenanced  and  c<mdemned  the  principle.  -  Yae,  nr> ' 
waa  the  principle  of  exclusive  privjlegee  and  of  chertoe' 
monopolies  to  Vhicb  they  were  oppose«l,  and  wkieh  tbiy 
promptly,  sternly  rqeoMed,  as  of^  as  introduosd.  spd  ^ 
whatsoever  shape  pri(sented.  And  will  it  be  pretemled  tkit 
the  authors  of  the  constitution^  after  having  thus  repeslsAf 
and  unqualifiedly  diaapproved  and  repudiated  the  priwip^ 
still  recognised  and  approved  it  in  the  ahaps  of  a  ^ 
charter^-in  its  most  dangerous,*  revolting,  and  wtHf^ 
aspect  1  Who  is  preparrd.  to  accuse  the  authois  oMki 
constitution  with  suieh  palpable  inconsistency,  or  »)(•■> 
duplicity  T  Sir,  I  am  compelled  to  lieUeve  that  the  ■* 
wlio  affirms  that  the  framers  of  the  eonstituthm,  eAer  ba*> 
ing  rejected  all  prepositions  to  grant  chaiteraof  meuipeie' 
tion,  whether  for  general  or  special  purpoaee^  inteoM  >| 
the'aame  time,  to  authorixe  Congvees  to  charter  a  B*^ 
bauk,  holds  in  light  estimation,  either  the  obafacier  of  iw 
bpdy,  -or  his  own  honor. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will,  in  a  few  words,  eoodod*"/^ 
niarka  on  this  hnuKh  of  tbesnbjeet.    It  is  adarined  «■  » 
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IttDdf  that  oars  in  a  GoTerntirent  of  spedfir.  and  Kmited 
wwertk  In  the  lan^age  of  the  constUutionf  **  The  pow- 
VI  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  hy  the  conetilution« 
Mr  prohibited -by  it  to  t^  States,  are  reserved  to  the  Stalea 
•aipectively,  or  to  the  people." 

The  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation  was  not 
lefegtteil  to  Congress,  nor  intended  to  be  so,  by  the  con- 
neotioo  which  formed  the  csnstitotion,  and,  consequently, 
aoBot  be  aterctsed  without  violating  that  instrument. 
ind,  whh  a  perfect  knowledge  of  thiy  fact,  with  a  full  and 
miect  underBtan<^ng  that  the  convention  purposely  with- 
icld  from  Congress  the  power  to  **  emit  bills  of  credit,''  or 
MlMr  money,  *<in  any  possibte  esi^e;"  Ibat.they  also  pro- 
dbitod  the  granting  of  charters  of  incorporation  of  every 
apd  snd  description ;  I  cannot,  I  si^,  i^ith  all  the  inform- 
ilWQ  before  me,  consent  to  vote  in  favor  of  any  incocpora- 
i«i,  and  espeCiaHy  a  bank  charter,  vi^ich  stands  doubly 
oodemned  by  th^framers  of  the  vonstitution-.  Nov  sir: 
nre  I  to  do  so,  with  the  evidence  before  me,  L  should  con- 
ider  that  I  bad  rtined  against  light  and  knowledge — isin- 
icd  past  recovering  ahd  past  forgiveness,  .and  should  ever 
^rd  myeslf  as  a  perjured  man— psijured  both  In  the  eyes 
4  God  and  of  my  country. 

^ot,  sir,  ^he  •  American  people  are  opposed  to  a  national 
■ok.  The  knowledge  of  this  iact^and  no  man  c«i  plead 
ponoce  with  regard  to  it — I  ehohld  suppose  sfvould  lie  a 
officient  reason  why  the  people's  representatives  should 
fipose  it  For  my  own  part,  sii*,  were  Nto  support  any 
Huare  which  has  bsan  so  generally  and  emphatically  con- 
ioBoed  by  the  pei>ple,  I  should  conaider  that  I  had  grossly 
ntni|[ed  pubfic  opinion,  insulted  the  majesty  of  tbepeo- 
k,  disregarded  thmr  express  wishes,  and  betrayed  iheir 
M  interests.  And,  sir,  I  cannot;  conceive  how  any  lion- 
nUe  gentleman,  who /claims  to  be  a  republican — who 
n^wes  to  entertain  a  due  regard  for  public  opinibti,  and 
I  willingness  to  act  in  obedience  to  the  expressed  ^ill  of 
ks  mijotity — can  possibly  yield  his  support  to.  a  measure 
M  bai  tieen  so  recently,  so  repeatedly,  and  so  signally 
oodsmnod  by  that  majority.  Shall  I  Jbe  told  that  thepao- 
k  srould  take  this  new  institution  into  favor,  provided  it 
M«  established,  and  that  they  would  cherish  and  sustain 
I  hereafter  t  Lot  no^  gentlemen  lay  Che  **  flattering  une- 
un  to  their  souls.*'  No,  sir,  the  history  x>f  the  late  bank 
I  too  fresh  in  tkeir  recoHecti«>n8.  The  people  of  this  coun- 
ij  are  too  prudent  aild  too  wise  not  to  be  admonished  and 
nfitcd  by  the  temching^  of  the'  past.*  They  are  too  jealous 
f  their  rights— too  tnuch  eniunored  of  liberty,  ta  regard 
ntb  hvoT  a  monster  that  might,  at  its  pleasure,  violate 
boss  righta  and  cnish  that  liberty,  r  And  gentlemen  who. 
ct  upon  the  supposition-  that  the  American  ^leople  w>Il 
ver  become  the  friends  and  willing  supporters  of  an  insti- 
otion  io  hostllr  ta  the  spirit  of  freedom,  err  as  widely  as 
voold  have  erred  the  friends  of  the  infant  Ba(£chus,  had 
bej  commended  him  to  the  arms  of  Juno  for  succor  and 
wotection. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the  board  of  trade,  and  others 
neod^  to  a  national  bank,  that  the  gpneral  welfare  of  the. 
iountry  requires  at  our  hands  the  establishment  of  such,  an  ■ 
utilution*  '  For  one,  sir,  T  am  disposed  to  doubt  the  cor- 
ectness  of  this  proposition.     1  am  strongly  inclined. to  tho 
opinion  that  these  modest  patriots  are  not  quite  so  well 
Kualified  as  they  they  imagine,  to  decide  what  would'^or 
vbat  would  not  promote  the  public  good.     1  have  yet  to' 
^n  that  thoae  gentlemen  are  more  deeply  skilled  in  the 
tcieoce  of  government  and  of  political  ecottomy,  and  that 
hey  cheriiih  a  warmer  regard  for  the  publis  weal,  than  thdse 
»f  other  pursuits  and  of  a  diflferent  political  faith.     1  have 
ret  to  learn  that  they  are  benevolent  and  patriotic  beyond 
their  generation,  or  that  they  have  been  anointed  with  the 
^  of  wisdom  above  their  fellows,     ^ir,  whence  comes, 
•heir  authority  to  decide  what  measures  shall  or  shall  not 
^  adopted  in  reference  to  the  genera!  welfare  1     When, 


and  how  were  they  <;pnstituted  Snd  appointed  -conservators 
and  guardians  of  the  public  interests,  that  they  ^hus  ape 
the  language  of  supremacy,  and  assume  the  tone  of  oracu- 
lar wisdom  1  Have  net  the  great  mass  of  the  people  had 
sufficient  experience,  with  regard  to  a  national  bank  ?  have 
they  not  felt  its  benefits  and  its  evils,  its  advantages  and 
disadvantages ;  and  have  they  not  condemned  it^-I  had  al- 
most said  with  the  voice  of  unanimity  1  And  shall  they  be 
deemed  incompetent  to  judge  of"  the  utility,  character,  and 
tendency  .of  such  an  institutioa  ?  Sir,  by  what  other  eri- 
4eFtoii  than  that  of  public  sentiment,  clearly  expressed- and 
fairly  -ascertained,  -shall  we  judge  of  a  public  measure  ? 
Shall  wn  adopt  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  few  to  the  ex- 
clusion 'of  the. many  1  Shall  we  not  alloW  the  great  ma- 
jority to  determine  nvhat  is  as  well  as  what  is  not /or  their 
welfare  1  Ani  have'  not  that  majority  solemnly  decreed, 
ia  a  voice  that  is  still  ringing  in  ou(  ears,  that  a  national 
bank  is  not  a  national  benefit,  but  a  national  evil;  that  it  ia 
not-  a  puMic  blessing,  but-  a  public  cnrset  If  we  regard 
public  sentiment,  therefore,  as  a  proper  test  of  this  meas- 
ure,, wo  nnust  necessarily  deeide  against  it  We  are  bound 
to  believe  that  it  would  not,be  productive  of  public  good, 
as  represent^  by  the  petitioners — hut  of  public  misahief, 
as  declared  by  a  majority  of  the  peopl0.«  It  will  not  be  dis- 
pufsd,  but  that  any  class  pf  citizens  have  a  right  to-^ask,  at 
the^iands  of  6averiTm«nt,  the  adoption  of  stlch  measures, 
or  the  enactment  of  such  laws,  as  msy,  in  their  opinion, 
•sulwerve  their  interests:  provided  always,  that  such  meas- 
ures, or  layvs,  do  not  conflict  with  other  interests  of  the 
State,  or  revpU  the  **  stomsch  of  the  public  .^eAse.*'  A  na- 
iional  bank  d6es  both ;  and  h^s,  oonaequently,  no  claims 
to  the  favorable  regard  of  jJongress. 

^,  let  us  consider  fo^  a  moment  whether  ws  can  look 
with  safety  or'psopriety,  for  wise^  pstrioUc,  disinterested^ 
or.^^lutary  cotrasti  from  the  source. wheoce«the  petitions 
and.dtfmands  for  a  national  bank  proceed.  Do  vce  find  the 
patriotic,  the' clear-headed,  and  honest- hearted  yeomanry 
and  mechanics  of  the  cotintry  clamoring  for  a  nation^ 
bank  1  No,  sir.  No — the  productive  and  laboring  classes 
appreciate  their  poHfieal  velfarie  too  highly'  to  desire  such 
an  institution..  The  great  majority  of  bank  advocates ara 
to  be  found  an^'rfg  the  nonpoducers — the  traffickers  and 
speculatocs  of  the  countrj-i-V  children  ef  lofiy  hopes  and 
low  desires,*'  mo«(  of  whom  .are  peculiarly  affected  by  the 
present  pressure  of  the  times.  And  woald  it  be  the  part 
of  wisdom  to  give  heed  to  counsel  emanating  from  such 
sources  1  Can  it  be  reasonably  expected  that  m^i^  relying 
solely  upon  bank  ftfcilitics-^snen  suddenly  disappointed  in 
their  high  ex(«ctationsoflm\neJiate  wealth  and  consequent 
influence,- would  be  the  most  competent'to  direct  the  action 
of  Government  .and  confrol  the  destinies  of  ther  nation,  at 
such  a' conjuncture  t  ^o,  sir,  their  habits  of  life---of 
thinking—their  pecuUar  situation —the  chrcumstances  whieh 
influence  tlitir.judgmenjts  and  impel  them  to  action — ^ali-— 
'  all  conspire  to  disqualify  them  for  the  task.  We  know, 
sir,  that  it  is  more  natural  foe  men  in  affliction — whether 
physical  or  political — to  have  recourse  to  palliatives — to  im- 
mediate ami  temporary  expedients,  than  to  deliberate  on 
the  means  necessary  to  secure  permanent  relief.  • 

.When  Mr.  Moons  had  concluded  his  speech,  . 
•  Mr.  CUSHIN(»  spoke  in  reply  to  a  part  of  Mr.  Pickeh's 
remarks  respecting  a  crusade  of  an  insurrectionary  charao- 
ter  among  the  white  slaves  of  the  North ;  a  movement 
which  he  deprecated — and  a  natural  alliance  between  the 
dembcraey  of  the  North  and  the  aristocracy  of  the  South, 
which  he  argued  to  show  was  against  tlie  principles  of 
both.  If  such  an  alliance  should  exist,  it  must  be  as  cf 
masters  and'servants,  which  the  North  wouldhneverhearof. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that  an  apology  was  cer- 
tainly due  to  the  members  of  the  committee  for  throwing 
himself  upon  their  indulgence  at  so  late  an  hour,  worn  out 
as  they  all'  were  by  daily  and.  nightly  sessi(>ns.     He  ha^ 
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iMtberto  abstainad  from  debate,  aniiooely  deaiting  the 
-early  passage  of  the  important  raeasuree  reported ;  and  he 
ehould  not  now  have  addreaeed  the  committee,  but  for  the 
atrange  character  of  the  proceeding  of  the  Houae  during 
the  preacnt  aeaaion,  *caUed»  aa  it  waa,  under  extraordinary 
circumalancea.  The  banka  had  Jiuapended  apecie  pay- 
menta ;  the  Government,  with  a  aurplua  ot  forty 'two  niil- 
liona  and  a  half,  found  ita  Treaaury  embarraiaaed ;  and 
there  waa  ,every  reaaon  i^.  expect  that  it  vrould  aoon  be 
without  mcana  to  meet  ita  current  expenditures.  Trade 
was  also  paralyzcii,  by  a  revul^on  more  violent  than  any 
that  had  hitherto  checked  the  oiiward  CQurae  of  the  proa- 
perity  of  this  cauntry. 

Called  together,  Mr.  Chairman,  under  auch  circum> 
atancea,  I  had  auppoaed  that  whatever  might  be  our  opin- 
ioua  of  paat  evenia,  or  of  our  mutual  errora,  we  abould 
.eome  here  prepared,^wilhout  regard  to  party,  to  provide  a 
eommoii  remcHly  for  &  common  calamity.  I  had.  thought 
that  we  ahould  be  unautmoualy  dia^oaed  to  relieve  our 
Treaaury  from  ita  egibarraaamenty  in  a,  mode  calculated  to 
aid  most  extensively  in  giving  renewed  activity  tp  our  in- 
ternal circulation,  and  in  reviewing  tradd-  Judge,  then,  of 
my  aurpriae  to  aee  every  measure  reeomnmded  by  the 
President  not  only  opposed,  but  ita  passage  retarded  by 
every  movement  that  could  embarraaa  the  proceedinga  of 
ihia  Houae.  So  far  from  aiding  ua  in  our  measures,  the 
gentleman  from  Maaaathueetta  [Mr.  Cushiho]  told.ua  that 
he  would  not  '*raijse  bia  ^ger  to  rblievo  the  Treasury, 
from  ita  embarrassments."  [Mr.  Cushiko  explained.]  I 
am  happy,  lir,  that  the  gentleman  is  penitent.  I  onder- 
atood  him  as  the  re^rters  did ;  [Mr.  C.  said  his  remarji 
had  not  been  correctly  reported.]  But  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Man  kfsk,}  a  gentleman  who,  from  his  de- 
but here- projaisea  to  be  an. ornament  to  this  House,  indeed 
he  is  already  so— that  gentleman  went  farther  still,  and -re- 
joiced at  the  embarrassments  of  qut  Treasury. 

The .  apirit  of  party  must  be  violent,  indeed,  when  it 
makes  war  upon  the  Treasury  of  our  own  Government,  inr 
etltated.for  the  common  bene^t.  Had  gentlemen  coiQe 
forward,  aa  the  country  expected  they  would,  do ;  had  they  - 
united  with  us,  and  paased  our  bills  a  month  ago,  they 
would  have  afforded  immediate  and  general  relief  to  every 
part  of  the  Un^oa.  Instead  of  that,  what  have  we  seen  ? 
Opposition  to  every  measure  of  relief.  When  vte  propo^d 
to  relieve  the  I'rcaeury*  from  ita*  engagement  to.  deposite 
nine  milliopa  v%ith  the  States,  we  were  toHl  of  the  milliona 
•due  from  the  merchants  and  the  banka.  The  bonds  were 
not  to  be  postponed  to  relieve  our  debtors  from  the  neces- 
aity  of  purchasing  specie  at  afiremium,  and  to  aid  the 
bantcs  in  an  early  resumption  ol  specie  payments..  Our 
Southwestern  bajiks  were  to  be  called  \ipon  to  pay  their 
balances,  hy  distressing  their  debtoi]p,  and  at  a  crisis  when' 
apecie  in  that  part,  of  the  Union  was  attweuty,  thirty,  and 
forty  per  cent.-  premium.  .  All  this  was  to  be  done,  at  a 
moment  when  trade  waa  paralyzed,  and  credit  destroyed,  for 
the  purpose  of  depositing  nine  millions  jvlth  the  States!. 
The  issue  often  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  too— ra  measure 
calculated  to  give  general  relief  in  the  present  condition  of 
oUr  inteinal  exchanges  and  circulation — that  measure  waa 
TOdisted.  The  intcresta  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  coun- 
try, were  to  be  set  aside>  in  order  to  furnish  a  stock  to  our 
capiiaUst8|  or  to  enable  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
purchase  its  honds  at  its  own  price  !  And  now,  when  it  is 
proposed  to  separate  the  Treasury  from  the  banking  insti- 
tutions of  the  country,  to  dissolvo  that  fatal  union  which 
has  contributed  ao  largely  to  disturb  their  operationa,  and 
to  ahatter  the  fortunca  of  trade,  aproposiiion-ismade  to  re- 
unite them  by  stronger  bonds,  and  to  per|)etuate  their  mu- 
tual cmbartassments. 

Relief  has  not  been  the  order  of  the  day  with  gentlemen. 
-They  had  no  measure  to  propoae  to  calm  the  agita^jous  of 
trade,  to  revive  confideiicc,  and  to  give  a  new  impulse  to 


the  psoaperity.  of  the  .country.  Their  movemeQli  wore  of 
another  character.  Agitation  was  the  onfer  of  the  day ; 
and,  at  the  moment  when  the  country  anticipated  ^onipt 
relief,  we  have  found  ourselves  in  the  m^dst  of  tnij^ 
panic  session.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvaoia  pir. 
Sjumbavt]  has  told  us  of  **  the  awful  vrinter**  approach 
ing,  and  we  have  heard  from  all  quarters  the  old  war  ctj 
of  a  national  bank  or  a  revolytion.  *  The  removal  of  im 
depoaites,  the  apecie  circular,  and  all  tbe  stale  sufa}^  d 
debate  /or  five  years  paat,  have  been  revived.  Pre|nn> 
tionis  evidently  sfVuSeSortL  third  caoopaign  for  a  bankoi 
the  United  States — that  aovercign  remedy  for  ill  tbe  a* 
lamitiea  brought  upon  the  couotry^  by  the  mal-adminiftti|g 
tion  of  our  late  Preaident.  \ 

.  Sir,  although  these  subjects  are  stale,-  it  is  useful  to  cOBi 
eider  them  at  a  time  when  we  may  justly  appreciate  theb 
and  in  connexion  with  the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  m 
recent. revulsion  and  the  general  auspension  of  specie  p^* 
ments.  Aa  to  the  specie  circular*  ^  shall  aoon  dismiss  thtf. 
What  was  its  operation  1  It  increased  the  specie  in  ^ 
Westeru.  deposite  l^anks,  in  Ihirteea  months,  sooie  tbrea 
m.ilUona  and  a  half.  A^<^  whence  was  this  amouat  dnwol 
From  the  parts  of  the  Atlantic^and  the  Gulf,  into  whkk 
there  w.ere  at  the  same  time  flowing  more  than  ten  milliout 
of  coin^  and  bullion  beyond  the  amount  expdk-ted.  Wai 
the  depoaite  in  the  Western  banks  special  1  No*,  i^of 
dollar  <»f  it  might  have  been  returned.  It  might  have  Ueft 
drawn  by  the  banks  on  the  Atlantic  and  the  Galf;  *m 
would  have  been  drawn,  had  they  not  been,  at  ibe  ssiM 
time,  receiving  three  times  the  amount  from  abroad.  Sod^ 
air,  is  the  whole  currency  operation  of  the  specie  oirculu-; 
that,  measure  which  sbems,  in  the  estimation  of  geatleo)^ 
to  hkve  been  the  terrible  author  of  all  tKe  calamities  of  til* 
coinmercial  world.  According  to  their  argament,  it  U- 
lowed  the  swifl  current  of  the  Ohio  km]  Mississippi  to  Ilea 
Orleans,  and  swept  away  the  most  eminent  houses  in  t«f 
city.  It  took  the  course  of  the  Gulf  stream,  and  gt^e  | 
shock  to  every  city  oi^  the  Atlantic.  It  prostrated  nw^f 
than  a  hundred  of  tbe  moat  e'uterpriaing  mercbanls  of  Ft^ 
York ;  crossed  the  Atlantic,  shook  the  royal  exchange, » 
continued  its  disastrous,  course  throughout  all  Kurops. 
But,  sir,  the  most  remarkable  performance  of  this  tremeor 
dous  measure  we  did  not  hear  of  fot  some  months  afters 
was  issued.  Before  it  visited  the  two  continents  on  fl^ 
side,  it  actually  passed  through  lh<^  globe,  and  proJoctd 
an  earthquake  In  the  pelestial  Empire.  In  this  revuhioBi 
the  Hong  merchant  was  the  -first  i^ctim,  Mr.  Chairmifli 
the  question  is  unworthy  of  argument — ^it  is  fit  only  W 
ridieule.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  learned  and  travelled  gea- 
llemao  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  LaoAaft]  whoaddresiM 
tlie  committee  this  morning  do  justice  to  the  specie  circuwr, 
and  admit  that  )i\ii  for  that.  Heaven  knows  " where  w« 
should  have  gone,"  Sir,  if  that  specie  circular,  and  u»« 
London  bankers'  circular — a  measure  ill-timed,  sudueHi 
and  overwhelming — if  both  of  thesetirculars  had  ***?^ 
sued  twelve  months  earlier,  it  would  have  saved,  on  v» 
sides  of  the  Atlantic^  many  a  merchant  from  bankrpp*^ 
and  thovsand  of  families  from  poverty  and  want.  . 

£qual^  unsubstantial  is  the  charge  against  the  Ifttf  ad- 
ministration for  drawing  specie  from  Europe.  U  8^°*^ 
men'would  reBcct  upon  the  operation  of  the  naeasures 
Congress  and  of  Parliament,  adopted  upon  no.  party  groun^ 
and  upoa  the  effect  of  a  constant  influx  of  capital  froin  «• 
old  to  the  hew  world,  they  would  find  i^o  difficult;  in  ■'^ 
counting  for  our  heavy  importations  of  specie  for  some  yj* 
past  They  will  find  the  foundation  laid  by  the  act  of  ra»^ 
liament  of  1833,  and  our  coin  law  of  183*.  The  f^ 
made  JBank  of  England  notes  a  lawful  tender;  J'*l*°*5 
in  some  measure,  with  the  use  for  gold,  and  ^'^^^"'^J^ 
its  exportation;  while  the  latter  raised  the  VJ^.^Z 
above  the  European  standard,^  and  facilitated  its  import*' 
tion  into  this  country.  The  act  of  1834  w&  the  first  inr»»- 
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ire  ever  adopted  by  ui  calculated  to  fortify  the  basis  of  our 
ommercial  credit,  and  to  secure  a  just  portion  of  the  me- 
allk  currency  of  the  world.  Had  the  Bank  of  England 
K»i  suspended  specie  payments  for  twenty-five  years,  we 
bould  long  since  have  discovered  and  corrected  the  error 
n  our  coin  laws.  Had  we  revised  them  forty  years  ago, 
hfi  trade  of  this  country  would  have  rested  on  a  more  sta- 
ie  Ibandation  than  it  now  does.  For  years  we  were  mere 
nuiers  in  currency.  We  drew  it  from  the  islands  and 
ooDtries  south  of  us,  and  exfiorted  our  silver  to  China  and 
mr  gold  chiefly  to  Europe,  even  after  the  eipense  of  coin- 
■g.  We  have  latterly  exported  little  to  China,  less  than 
hree  millions  in  five  years;  and  the  course  of  trade,  and 
he  operation  of  the  coin  laws  of  England,  France,  and 
kis  country,  do  not  authorize  us  to  anticipate  its  steady  ez- 
KKtation  as  heretofore.  In  the  last  fifteen  years  we  have 
nported  about  eighty-seven  millions  from  the  countries 
imI  islands  south  of  us;  and  there  is  always  a  current  of 
MB  and  bullion  setting  in  from  that  direction.  There  will 
•  no  difficulty  now  in  securing  a  substantial  basis  for  trade 
r  our  State  Legislatures  do  not  banish  specie  fiom  the 
XNintiy,  and  if  we  separate  our  revenue  from  our  bank 
Kte  circulations. 

If  we  would  ascertain  the  causes  of  the  recent  revulsion, 
R  should  be  obliged  to  go  back  to  a  very  ancient  date, 
nie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  daaoEAST]  has 
raly  told  us  that  all  countries  are  liable  to  revulsions, 
shstever  be  the  character  of  their  currency.  When  credit 
labuaed,  an  explosion  must  iollow  ;  and  credit  has  been 
noietiines  abused  excessively,  even  in  countries  with  a 
Betsllic  currency.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  was  obliged 
is  go  back  a  century  for  the  explosion  in  France ;  and  that 
kiploflion  was  an  afiair  of  the  King,  who,  in  December, 
1718,  took  Law's  bank  into  his  own  hands.  Wherever 
Sovemments  permit  paper  to  lie  substituted  for  the  precious 
ietals,^  revulsions  must  became  an  every  day  a&ir,  and 
htit  violence  is  also  very  much  increased  by  mercantile 
Ktu  and  bills,  issued  in  exchange  for  credit,  the  whole  of 
riiich  explodes  at  every  revulsion,  and  steadily  increases 
&e  amount  of  bankruptcy.  The  rapid  growth  of  this  coun- 
ty, and  the  bold  and  enterprising  character  of  our  trade, 
•ader  us  more  liable  than  other  countries  to  frequent  and 
doleot  revuUions. 

But,  sir,  all  these  causes  combined  have  never  before 
prodoced  a  general  suspension  of  specie  payments,  in  time 
of  peace,  in  any  country.  We  must  seek  for  other  causes 
br  so  event  so  extraordinary.  It  is  possible  that  the  cir- 
RiUr  of  the  London  bankers,  issued,  we  may  say,  by  order 
rf  the  Bank  ol  England,  and  coming  suddenly  upon  the 
^ng  and  banking  interests  of  this  country,  might  have 
podoced  it ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  certain. 

There  was,  however,  a  manifest  cause  of  this  suspension 
u  the  connexion  of  our  Treasury  with  the  banking  and 
Wing  interests  of  the  country,  under  which  they  had  to 
eocounter  the  pressure  of  the  deposite  act,  and,  what  was 
n»re  powerful  still,  the  hostility  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Buies  and  its  friends.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  deposite  act 
With  a  disposition  to  criminate  gentlemen  who  supported 
^  The  surplus  was  an  evil.  They  discharged  what  they 
c^niidered  a  paramount  duty  in  getting  rid  of  it ;  but  they 
dhl  not  foresee  the  disastrous  consequences  which  would 
foliow  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  so  large  an  amount  from 
the  banks  at  such  a  crisis.  That  was  not,  however,  the 
ooly  measure.  There  was  a  supplementary  act  which  you 
yourself,  Mr.  Chairman,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  being  in 
^  cbair,)  moved  out  of  its  order  and  carried  through  this 
Hou6e  at  midnight  on  the  last  night  of  the  session.  That 
^authorised  the  immediate  transfer  of  the  public  money 
IroQ  bank  to  bank,  and  State  to  State;  and  it  was  for  ex- 
ccoting  both  these  laws  together  tliat  the  Secretary  of  the 
|reuary  has  been  so  unjustly  censured.  Let  us  suppose, 
"'» that  England  had  a  surplus  of  five  hundred  millions  of 
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dollars,  which,  in  a  ratio  to  her  revenue,  would  be  equiv- 
alent to  our  forty  millions.  Suppose  it  to  be  deposited  in 
the  local  banks,  and  that  Parliament  had  ordered  it  to  bo 
withdrawn  in  nine  months  and  distributed  among  the  coun- 
ties in  England,  at  a  time,  too,  of  a  heavy  pressure  on  the 
money  market :  would  it  not  have  broken  all  the  banks  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ?  If  this  five  hundred  millions 
had  been  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  England  and  its  branches, 
and  had  been,  as  ours  was,  employed  in  commercial  dis- 
counts, the  shock  to  trade  and  banks  would  have  been  still 
more  violent  from  the  convulsive  but  vain  efibrts  of  the 
Bank  of  England  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  exchequer 
and  to  sustain  specie  payments.  Such,  sir,  must  be  the 
condition  of  trade  and  banking  in  every  country  where 
they  are  united  with  the  fluctuating  revenues  of  Govern- 
ment. 

The  next  obvious  consequence  of  thjs  connexion  is  the 
five  years'  war  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  aud  its 
friends  against  the  deposite  banks,  the  Treasury,  and  the 
country  itself.  What,  sir,  is  the  brief  history  of  this  war  ? 
The  President,  in  discharging  a  high  public  duty,  know- 
ing the  immense  power  of  such  an  institution,  and  fore- 
seeing the  mischiefs  which  would  result  from  perpetuating 
it,  brought  the  question  before  the  nation  for  its  decision. 
Without  waiting'  for  that  decision,  the  bank  memorialized 
Congress  six  years  before  the  period  for  winding  up  its  con- 
cerns, and  a  bill  was  passed  through  both  Houses,  with  a 
knowledge  that  the  President  would  reject  it.  The  pre- 
text then  was,  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  bank  should 
at  that  early  period  know  its  fate,  and  commence  winding 
up  its  concerns  gradually.  The  ele<Hion  of  the  President 
in  the  same  year  (1832)  ratified  his  veto.  Steps  were  la- 
ken  to  employ  other  banks,  and  towards  the  dose  of  the 
next  year  the  deposites  were  partially  removed.  The 
bank,  anticipating  this  order,  commenced  the  first  cam- 
paign against  the  deposite  banks,  the  Treasury,  and  the 
country,  by  curtailing  rapidly.  The  pretext  for  this  step 
was,  the  necessity  of  fortifying  herself  to  meet  the  hostility 
of  the  Executive  in  withdrawing  the  deposited.  And  pray 
what  was  the  enormous  amount  of  these  depositee  ?  I^ot 
thirty-seven  millions,  sir,  the  amount  ordered  to  be  re- 
moved under  the  deposite  act,  but  less  than  seven  ;  nay, 
only  about  three  millions  at  that  time,  for  some  of  it  re- 
mained more  than  a  year  afterwards.  I^or  was  it  trans- 
ferred from  city  to  city,  or  State  to  State ;  but,  with  little 
exception,  from  one  bank  to  another  in  the  same  city>  Yet, 
alarmed  at  this  tremendous  order,  which  had  been  antici- 
pated for  months,  this  great  bank,  with  its  capital  of  thirty- 
five  millions,  was  afraid  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  was 
compelled  to  curtail  its  discounts  more  than  eighteen  mil- 
lions in  nineteen  months.  The  alarm  was  spread  through 
our  cities ;  the  local  banks  were  forced  to  follow  its  exam- 
ple ;  and  trade,  which  ha(j  been  in  a  prosperous  course, 
was  suddenly  brought  to  a  stand,  without  any  commercial 
cause  whatever.  The  celebrated  panic  session  opened  with 
the  ery  of  ruin  and  revolution,  and  our  cities  were  for 
months  agitated  by  the  stormy  conflicts  of  parties.  The 
first  campaign  for  a  bank  of  the  United  States  terminated 
with  that  session. 

Foiled  in  this  experiment  upon  the  deposite  banks  and 
the  country,  the  president  of  the  bank  changed  his  policy. 
This  crippled  institution,  almost  broken  down  by  its  efforts 
to  pay  over  a  few  millions  to  other  banks,  as  soon  as  the 
session  was  over,  suddenly  found  itself  able  to  enlarge  its 
discounts  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions !  The  bank  com- 
menced extending  facilities  in  November,  1834,  and  in 
eight  months  increased  them  more  than  nineteen  millions 
of  dollars.  The  trading  and  banking  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, after  being  so  long  chained  down  by  this  tyrant  of 
trade,  were  suddenly  set  free.  The  banks  generally  follow- 
ed the  example  of  the  United  States  Bank,  by  enlarging 
their  discounts,  and  every  branch  of  trade  was  stimulated 
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to  engage  in  the  wilJest  speculations.  If  all  the  banks  in 
the  country  had  conlracied  and  expanded  in  the  same  ratio, 
it  would  have  made  an  aggregate  fluctuation  in  commercial 
facilities  of  near  three  hundred  millions.  The  fluctuation 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  alone  from  April,  18:)3, 
to  July,  1835,  amounted  to  about  thirty-eight  millions. 
Suppose,  sir,  the  Bank  of  England  hiid  not  iu  capital,  its 
deposites,  and  circulation  invested  in  public  securities;  sup- 
pose, instead  of  its  mere  surplus,  it  had  its  forty  millions 
sterling  employed  in  commercial  discounts,  and  that  the 
bank,  struggling  to  compel  the  country  to  renew  its  char- 
ter, were  to  curtail  and  extend  its  discounts  in  two  years 
and  three  months  more  than  twenty  millions  sterling — what 
would  have  been  the  condition  of  the  trade  and  local  banks 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  this  time  ?  Precisely  what 
ours  is.  'J*he  close  of  this  second  campaign  has  been  tri- 
umphant— more  than  triumphant — for  the  president  of  the 
bank  and  its  friends  have  not  only  broken  all  the  deposite 
bankf>,  but  almost  every  other  bank,  not  excepting  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  its  thirty-five  millions,  al- 
though rechartercd  with  additional  strength  and  enlarged 
powers.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  contributed 
its  share  in  increasing  the  calamities  of  the  day.  It  has 
triumphed  over  the  deposite  banks  and  the  Treasury  ;  but 
it  has  not  yet  conquered  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  in  the  midst  of  all  this  wreck  of  credit,  while  the 
Tictims  in  this  war  lie  scatteied  around  them,  gentlemen, 
as  if  in  mockery,  invoke  the  aid  of  the  trading  and  banking 
interests  to  engage  in  a  third  campaign;  and  for  what,  sir? 
For  a  national  bank,  which  they  dare  not  themselves  pro- 
pose ;  which  thsy  admit  to  be  hopeless ;  which  stands  con- 
demned by  the  people;  who,  aAer  all  these  struggles,  have 
sent  to  both  Houses  the  largest  majorities  ever  known, 
against  even  the  expediency  of  such  an  institution.  The 
merchants  and  bankers  of  this  country  are  again  invited  to 
engage  in  a  third  and  suicidal  war,  to  keep  trade  and  bank- 
ing in  violent  agitation  for  three  years  to  come,  and  to  ter- 
minate the  campaign  in  another  scene  of  bankruptcy  and 
ruin.  None  but  the  determined  partbans  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  will  answer  to  the  call.  The  intelligent 
and  candid  of  all  parties  must  be  convinced,  after  five  years' 
bitter  experience,  that  the  trading  and  banking  interests  of 
the  country  have  nothing  to  gain  by  enlisting  in  our  polit- 
ical wars;  and  that  so  long  as  their  fortunes  are  associated 
with  the  fluctuating  revenues  of  this  Government,  they 
must  be  periodically  broken  down. 

In  these  contests,  sir,  the  credit  of  our  banks  has  been 
destroyed.  We  have  made  discoveries,  too,  which  warrant 
the  belief  that  we  may  anticipate  a  similar  violation  of  ihe 
contracts  of  this  country,  and  destruction  of  its  currency, 
at  every  violent  revulsion.  The  members  of  our  stock  ex- 
change have  found  out  that,  when  stocks  are  depressed  by  a 
pressure,  and  they  are  threatened  with  ruin,  they  can  save 
themselves,  and  raise  stocks  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  by 
compelling  the  banks  to  suspend  specie  payments.  The 
banks  have  discovered,  too,  that  they  have  absolute  domin- 
ion over  our  State  liCgislatures,  through  the  power  which 
they  exercise  over  the  currency  and  the  country.  Indeed, 
it  is  probable  that,  in  a  period  of  alarm,  which  exists  in 
every  revulsion,  trade  may  solicit  the  banks  to  suspend 
their  payments.  It  may  not  happen  that  all  the  banks  will 
suspend ;  but  nothing  can  prevent  many  of  them  from  fall- 
ing in  every  revulsion,  but  an  entire  separation  of  their 
concerns  from  those  of  the  Government. 

The  Slate  bank  deposite  system  has  most  unquestionably 
failed,  notwithstanding  it  is  still  supported  by  a  few,  but  a 
▼ery  few,  friends  of  the  administration.  The  present  crisis 
drives  us  to  the  necessity  of  choosing  between  a  Govern- 
ment national  bank  of  vast  power,  and  a  simple  Treasury 
agency  with  no  other  power  than  that  which  this  Govern- 
ment hns  always  exercised  in  collecting  and  disbursing  the 
public  revenue.     Although  gentlemen  have  not  yet  the 


courage  to  unfurl  their  banner  everywhere,  yet  there  ni 
be  no  doubt  there  is  still  to  be  a  straggle  for  a  natioa 
bank.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  8a 
okant]  tells  us  we  flourished  under  the  auspices  of  aid 
an  institution  for  forty  years,  and  that  the  experimeat  vi 
fully  tried,  and  was  triumphant  It  was  certsiniy  fdi 
tried,  but  I  deny  that[  it  was  triumphant  It  wm  n  i 
times  a  frail  foundation  for  the  vast  fabric  of  credit  of  tbi 
country.  The  supen->ion  of  specie  payments  by  the  Btt 
of  England  in  1797,  protected  the  first  bank  till  its  diut 
expired.  I  do  not  know  that  its  sobdily  was  ever  trkd  h 
once,  when  an  eminent  merchant  of  s$alem  would  bv 
broken  the  branch  at  New  York,  and  consequently  all  d 
other  banks,  if  it  had  not  yielded  to  his  demands.  Ai! 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  we  have  the  autboii 
of  two  of  its  presidents :  one  tells  us  that  in  1819  no  n 
believed  the  bank  would  continue  to  pay  in  specie  for  a 
month ;  and  the  other,  that  in  1 825,  the  coriency  of  i 
Union  depended  upon  his  midnight  journey  from  V\iAA 
phia  to  New  York.  A  very  solid  foundation  this  for  I 
trade,  currency,  and  contracts  of  a  nation !  As  to  its  n 
servalive  power  over  State  banks,  we  have  had  inooBM 
ble  failures  of  them  during  the  existence  of  both;  audi 
the  money  which  we  have  actually  lost  by  local  iistil 
tions,  amounting  to  more  than  a  million,  was  lost  wUsi 
late  bank  of  the  United  States  was  in  operation. 

A  national  bank,  such  as  we  have  bad,  was  n  expi 
ment  indeed,  and  a  fearful  one  too.  It  was  withouUpai 
lel  in  the  history  of  Governments.  I  sppesl,  sir,  to  I 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Legabi]  vk^ 
France  or  England  ever  chartered  a  national  bank  \oi 
ploy  the  revenues  of  Government  in  commercial  discoil 
to  regulate  exchange,  or  to  furnish  a  national  coml 
founded  upon  the  credit  of  private  stockholders !  If  < 
banks  of  England  or  of  France  were  permitted  to  Ml 
vast  revenues  of  these  countries  in  extending  faciM 
trade,  and  their  income,  like  ours,  was  constantly  vibnl 
between  an  enormous  surplus,  without  a  public  debt  UH 
sorb  it,  and  a  sudden  deficit  of  revenue,  it  woukl  Ui 
astrous  to  the  trading  and  banking  interests  of  all  tvs^ 
Nor  was  such  bank  ever  established  to  regulate  ntM 
The  gentleman  fr6m  South  Carolina  well  knows  thili 
exchanges  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  of  all  Eurafi^ 
managed  by  local  banks  and  private  bankers,  and  tbitl 
latter  are  almost  exclusively  employed  for  that  poHio" 
the  continent  They  are  infinitely  better  managed  j 
than  they  ever  have  been  here.  The  laws  of  In^" 
can  regulate  exchange.  But  even  their  operation  M 
feated  by  the  course  pursued  by  the  banks  in  this  coori 
and  especially  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  tiM 
posite  banks.  They  have  encouraged  a  wild  s|wl 
speculation,  by  discounting  millions  of  exchange  not^ 
ed  upon  property,  but  a  mere  exchange  of  credits  b^ 
distant  points,  and  of  notes  payable  at  a  hundred  pbn 
the  interior,  counter  to  the  current  of  remittance  to  the 
laniic  cities.  The  main  cause,  however,  of  ihederangoj 
of  our  internal  exchanges  is  one  which  is  unavoioa 
that  is,  the  periodical  and  sudden  decline  in  the  f* 
staple  of  remittance  required  to  discharge  the  debtaiffli 
due  from  the  Southwestern  to  the  Northeastern  SK 
There  is  more  elasticity  in  our  foreign  excbangw;' 
with  a  judicious  reform  of  our  currency  we  have  nw 
fear.  Our  commercial  tables  may  alarm  us,  but  tbcy 
ford  no  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  amount  of  debt  daol 
actually  payable  abroad  at  any  one  period.  We  kno* 
what  portions  of  our  importations  of  specie  and  meni 
dise  represent  the  proceeds  of  our  exports  to  foreign  rt 
tries,  and  what  part  of  them  arise  from  the  sale  of  oarrt^ 
and  bonds;  from  the  transfer  of  the  emigrants'  propn^ 
this  country,  and  from  the  steady  current  of  capital  w 
is  uniformly  flowing  from  the  reservoirs  of  Great  BnU 
France,  and  Holland  into  this  country,  seeking pennsi 
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Bftttment.  When  we  lee  some  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty 
liUions  t^iost  Hi,  wa  forget  that  we  lee  but  e  part  of  the 
0OoaDL  Oar  imports  moat  neoeasarily  eiceod  our  ex- 
lOfls  perrDtneotly,  while  we  perpetually  receive,  through 
hM  KHifCM  from  abroad,  an  increaaiog  amount  of  capital 
v  beyond  aoy  remittance  of  dividends.  We  have  more 
licarfrom  oar  vitiated  currency  than  we  have  from  our 
Keign  exchangei. 

'fleitiiflr,  sir,  is  a  national  bank  required  to  furnish  na 
Ah  a  carrsncy.  The  Bank  of  France  issues  no  note  un* 
irfive  handred  francs.  The  issues  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
•d  v%  sfsentially,  exchequer  bilbs  or  what  we  should 
dominate  Treasury  notes  without  interest.  They  are 
isded  apon  the  credit  of  Government.  The  whole 
Ipitii,  depositea,  and  circulation  of  the  bank  are  invested 
iIqios,  ia  f  arioos  forms,  to  Government.  The  people  of 
^ghod  are  taxed  to  pay  the  interest  on  their  own  money 
M  their  own  credit,  to  be  divided  among  the  stockholders 
[AeBank  of  England  !  However  unjust  this  financial 
item  may  be,  it  would  be  more  disastrous  to  Great  Britain 
rilidand  were  the  depciaites  and  circulation  invested  in 
lunerdal  securities.  The  private  discounts  of  the  bank 
Ml  but  a  small  proportion  of  its  transactions.  It  is  a 
Manunent  bauk,  and  as  its  circulation  is  founded  on 
Uieiecaritiea,  the  profit  on  it  should  be  a  public  concern. 
■Mb  isMies,  which  are  essentially  the  crclit  of  the  ^tate, 
^  Dot  made  a  source  uf  profit  to  banks,  the  power  would 
N  be  abused. 

Rappily  for  this  country,  sir,  this  experiment  of  a  na^ 
N  bank  has  not  been  tried,  and  has  not  been  trium- 
iBt    Had  we  made  perpetual  a  bank  authorized  to  con« 
I  tbe  commercial  credit,  the  banking  institutions,  the 
^ae,  and  the  currency  of  this  country,  we  should  have 
Aned  on  one  man  a  greater  power  than  the  people  and 
iiiUteB  rtarrendered  by  the  congtitution  to  all  the  depart- 
pti  of  thi«  Government  combined.     In  bis  hands  would 
l^beea  the  power  to  regulate  the  price  of  lalior  and  the 
■a  of  property  ;  to  elevate  trade  to  the  highest  point  of 
Bolatton,  and  to  prostrate  it  in  a  moment ;  to  draw  into 
>  fMt  circle  the  incorporated  wealth  of  the  nation ;  to 
toeDtnie  and  direct  its  power ;  and  so  to  regulate  the 
inieata  of  his  institution,  by  its  expansions  and  con* 
liont,  88  powerfully  to  infiuence  our  elections.     Whe- 
r|overoed  by  his  fears  or  his  ambition,  the  destiny  of 
iatioQ  woald  have  been  in  his  hands.     He  might,  as 
M  wme  years  ago,  by  his  imbecility,  ruin  trade,  break 
^oki,  and  endanger,  if  not  destroy  the  currency ;  or, 
^  now  see,  his  ambition  might  tempt  him  to  consider 
Station  as  a  political  engine ;  he  might  attempt  to 
ihte  the  succession  to  the  Presidency.     This  was  the 
N'nent,  air — this  was  the  design  in  1791.    Fortunately 
tfte  country  it  has  failed — the  people,  not  tbe  ba^nk, 
Itriampbed;  and  as  it  regards  the  President  who  ac- 
irfbihed  it,  the  wreath  of  Orleans  may  perish,  but  the 
llQ<le  of  his  country  can  only  expire  with  its  liberty. 
v-  Chairman,  we  have  but  one  alternative  left.     We 
(collect,  keep,  and  disburse  our  own  revenues.     This 
h)iiU«»n  was  made  in  1 835,  by  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
h  [Mr.  GoADox,]  then  a  member  of  this  House.     He 
l^i  to  employ  our  own  officers  for  these  purposes,  to 
Hni  receivers  general  at  certain  points,  and  that  **the 
^  revenue  of  the  United  States,  derived  from  customs, 
K  or  other  sourcea,  shall  be  paid  in  the  current  coins  of 
United  Suues."     In  replying  on  that  occasion  to  the 
''•nian  fnim  Virginia,  [Mr.  Robketsov,}  who  is  now 
rme,  l«tated  that  *<  I  crmcurred  entirely  in  his  prin- 
^(*  that  I  considered  it  my  duty,  at  that  time,  to  regu- 
'  "in  the  best  practicable  manner  under  [then]  existing 
("■■tAQces,  the  deposite  of  the  public  money ;"  that  we 
d  manage  our  finances  "  if   here  was  not  an  incorpo* 
J' bank  in  the  Union  ;*'  and  that  I  hoped  « the  time 
n  come  when  we  ahould  be  able  to  dispense  with  the 


agency  of  all  banks,  especially  those  of  circulation.*'  That 
time  haa  arrived,  sir,  much  sooner  than  I  expected.     It  is 
forced  upon  us  by  the  banks  themselves.     In  1835,  they 
,  had  been  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  I 
had  two  motives  for  continuing  them  aa  our  agents,  which 
I  then  stated.     One  was,  that  I  thought  them  the  « safest 
places  Kif  deposite ;"  but  I  now  see  that  safety — ultimate 
safety  is  of  little  importance,  if  the  Treasury  ia  to  be  peri- 
odically deprived  of  the  use  of  its  funds.     The  other  reason 
was  that  now  given  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Masoh,]  that  the  deposite  banks  might  aid  in  reforming 
our  currency,  by  withdrawing  their  small  notes.     Between 
that  gentleman  and  myself  I  am  sure  there  cannot  be  any 
difference  of  principle,  for  his  course  has  been  democratic 
and  constitutional.     But,  air,  I  submit  it  to  his  judgment, 
whether  experience  has  not  proved  that  such  an  experi- 
ment upon  the  currency  has  been,  and  must  be,  wholly 
abortive.     Suppose  our  agents  withdraw  their  small  notes 
from  circulation  conformably  to  our  law,  have  we  not  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  other  banks  employed  in  issuing  them  as 
fast  as  they  are  withdrawn  ?     You  might  effect  some  re- 
form if  you  employed  the  whole  eight  himdred,  but  not 
otherwise.     But,  if  you  were  to  propose  that,  ia  it  prob- 
able that  the  banks  in  the  Interior,  half  of  whose  profits 
arise  from  circulation,  would  accept  your  agency  ?     All 
the  reform  we  can  effect,  is  by  confining  our  Treasury  to 
specie  and  evidences  of  public  debt.     Tbe  small  notes  and 
the  banks  must  be  left  to  the  authority  that  created  them — 
the  State  Governments,  with  wirose  duties  it  is  not  our  pro- 
vince to  interfere,  directly  or  indirectly. 

But  how  has  this  simple  proposition  to  collect  oui  rev- 
enue in  coin  or  evidences  of  debt,  and  to  disburae  it 
through  our  own  officers— a  proposition  almost  as  old  as 
the  world — how  has  it  been  received  ?  Why,  sir,  it  is 
denounced  as  an  experiment  never  before  attempted — ^as  a 
dangerous  innovation — as  something  monstrous.  One 
would  suppose,  from  the  language  of  gentlemen,  that  we 
were  about  '<  to  subvert  the  whole  social  fiibric,"  to  revo- 
lutionize the  age,  and,  through  a  rapid  dissolution  of  mor- 
als, intelligence,  and  liberty,  go  back,  as  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Lsoabs]  says,  to  the  age  of 
"iron  money  and  black  broth  !"  Why,  sir,  we  have  been, 
happily  without  being  conscious  of  it,  in  a  very  lamentable 
condition  for  five  months  past;  we  have  been,  ever  since 
the  10th  of  May  last,  actually  circulating  iron  money,  and 
drinking  black  broth !  Luckily,  however,  the  trade  of  the 
country,  and  the  country  itself,  have  very  much  improved 
since  then,  notwithstanding  this  Spartan  discipline. 

But  what  are  the  objections  to  the  measure  proposed  % 
The  unsafely  of  the  public  money.  This  is  certainly  an 
age  more  distinguished  for  discovery  than  experiment. 
After  having  trusted  our  public  oHicers  with  the  public 
money  for  near  half  a  century,  we  have  suddenly  discov- 
erod  that  it  is  now  to  be  **  plundered"  by  these  <*  faithless 
agents."  Prior  to  1800,  every  bond  was  collected  at  your 
custom-houses ;  and,  throughout  the  whole  history  of  our 
revenue,  every  dollar,  whether  from  lands  or  customs,  has 
been  placed  to  the  credit  of  our  officers  before  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer.  The  cashier  of  the 
New  York  custom-house  collected  five  millions  last  year ; 
one  of  your  land  receivers  had,  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
two  millions  to  his  credit,  and  the  collector  of  New  York 
some  sixteen  or  seventeen  millions.  Since  1789  we  have 
had  about  eight  hundred  millions  to  the  credit  of  our  pub- 
lic officers,  and  gentlemen  have  just  found  out  that  we  are 
for  the  first  time  about  to  confide  in  them,  because  we  pio- 
poee  they  should  keep,  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
other  officers,  that  which  they  now  have  passed  to  their 
own  credit,  without  any  check  or  guard  whatsoever.  Your 
disbursing  officers  are  also  entrusted  with  the  public 
money.  Your  receivers,  collectors,-  and  disbursing  ofllicers 
may  apply  the  public  money  to  what  pnrpose  they  please. 
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and,  under  existing^  lawp,  we  have  no  feearity  whatever 
hot  their  bonds.  We  propose  to  enlarge  this  security ;  to 
place  guards  over  them  on  the  spot,  and  to  have  visiting 
officers,  besides,  to  see  that  the  keeper  of  the  pablie  money 
and  his  supervisors  all  dischsrge  their  duty  with  6deltty 
to  the  Government.  We  propose  to  secure  the  revenue 
by  stronger  regulations  than  any  that  have  hitherto  existed. 
France  has  tried  this  experiment  with  an  annual  revenue 
of  about  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  we  dare  not 
try  it  with  a  revenue  of  twenty.  Defalcations  have  occur* 
red,  and  would  occur,  under  any  system.  But  ours  has 
been  a  loose  one,  end,  unfortunately  for  the  argument  of 
Uie  gentleman  from  Vii^nia,  [Mr.  GAELAirv,]  all  the  de- 
falcations he  refers  to  have  occurred  under  our  laws  as 
they  now  are,  and  during  the  very  time  when  the  United 
8tates  Bank  or  the  State  banks  were  employed  as  deposi- 
tories of  the  public  money.  Sir,  if  gentlemen  can  con- 
trive any  plan  of  special  deposits,  which  will  not  be  abn«>ed 
by  permitting  the  public  revenue  to  be  used  by  the  banks, 
or  which  will  not  aid  in  the  circulation  of  their  notes,  it 
might  bo  adopted.  But  they  will  find  it  very  diflScult  to 
devise  any  special  deposite  system  which  will  not  be  eva- 
ded by  the  banks. 

Another  objection  is  the  prodigious  increase  or  Execu- 
tive patronage.  One  gentleman,  not  of  this  body,  has 
stated  (as  I  have  seen  it  reported)  that  we  are  about  to  en- 
list an  army  of  a  hundred  thousand  pubKc  officers.  Why, 
sir,  if  we  did  not  add  one  officer  to  the  number  now  in  the 
public  service,  there  would  be,  as  there  actuslty  is  at  this 
time,  no  difficulty  whatever  in  collecting,  keeping,  and 
disbursing  our  revenues.  Convenience  msy  require  the 
addition  of  a  dozen  clerks;  greater  security  might  be  effect' 
ed  by  employing  half  a  dozen  receivers  general  at  points 
where  the  revenue  exceeds  the  amount  of  the  officers* 
bonds ;  and,  to  perfect  that  security,  you  may  appoint  two 
visiting  agents.  Were  we  to  go  further  than  the  bill  pro- 
pose:*, and  appoint  all  these,  is  that  patronsge  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  political  influence  exercised  over  your 
eighty- eight  deposite  banks,  with  their  two  thousand  offi- 
cers and  directors,  and  some  fifty  thousand  stockholders  ? 
Sir,  the  argument  is  unworthy  of  refutation. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mason]  proposes,  if 
I  understood  him  correctly,  to  collect  our  revenue  in  specie, 
or  its  equivalent,  and  to  make  our  disbursements  in  locsl 
bank  paper.  This  is  an  extraordinary  proposition,  es- 
pecially from  one  so  devoted  to  the  constitution.-  What, 
sir,  collect  our  revenues  in  coin,  or  its  equivalent;  extort 
the  last  fraction  from  the  public  debtors,  and  then  turn  to 
our  creditors,  and  avail  ourselves  of  ttiis  general  act  of 
bankruptcy,  which  the  banks  have  established  for  the  coun* 
try,  by  their  joint  resolution  to  suspend  specie  payments  ! 
Are  we  to  receive  coin,  or  its  equivalent,  all  over  the 
Union,  and  pay  our  debts  in  depreciated  paper,  varying 
from  five  to  forty-five  peroenL  1  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  will,  upon  refiection,  abandon  a  proposi- 
tion so  unjust  to  the  public  creditors,  and  founded  upon  so 
palpable  a  violation  of  the  public  faith. 

That,  however,  which  seems  most  to  alarm  gentlemen, 
and  especisUy  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
SsmoBAirTy]  is,  that  we  are  to  have  two  currencies,  as  the 
gentleman  tells  us,  *'one  for  the  Government — another 
for  the  people ;"  *<  the  people  do  not  sit  at  the  same  table." 
Is  this  intended  for  argument,  sir  1  I  hope  not.  But,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  prepared  his  table, 
and  appears  to  be  so  solicitous  to  provide  something  for 
the  people,  I  would  advise  him  to  take  his  seat,  and  to 
place  before  him  his  favorite  dish,  that  "spurious  progeny 
of  loci&l  paper;"  and  then  to  invite  a  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  the  other  wing  of  the  capitol  to  take  his  seat  at 
the  other  end  of  the  table,  and  spri-ad  before  htm  his 
*<  mortified  mass  of  the  body  politic,"  though,  by  the 
way,  no  favorite  of  his.     Then,  m$  tot  these  two  distin- 


guished gentlemen  issue  their  proclamatidn  to  "  the  peo- 
ple," and  invite  them  to  participate.  Will  theyeooeto 
the  feast  prepared  for  them  by  the  gentlemen  from  Pm* 
sylvanla  and  Massachusetts  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  arguments  not  addresMd  to  the  under- 
standing have  no  permanent  effect.  If  genlkmeB  man 
any  thing  by  their  two  currencies ;  if  they  mean  thtt  dtii 
Government  shall  collect  its  revenues  in  deprecbled  locil 
paper ;  if  they  propose  to  collect  our  taxes  from  the  Bttto, 
and  to  receive  payment  for  our  public  lands  in  rif  lit  ltd 
twenty  different  currencies,  let  them  boWly  take  thai 
ground,  and  not  evade  the  question  by  popolar  appnh. 
Let  them  set  the  constitution  at  defiance,  sod  offer  a  piC' 
roiom  to  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  Union  to  ilfjn* 
ciate  its  banlc  paper,  for  the  purpose  of  dimfniib'fng  ill 
taxes  and  the  price  of  the  public  lands ;  let  them  feivni 
postpone  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  and  dii» 
ganize  the  Union.  Gentlemen  dare  not,  as  a  pan;,  tih 
that  ground  :  they  know  that  the  revenue  mu«t,  and  wH^ 
be  collected  in  specie,  or  its  equivalent,  in  a  mediaiii  tm 
mon  to  all  the  States,  or  there  is  an  end  of  oar  yttri 
constitutional  Union.  Sir,  as  to  this  question  of  two  cv 
rencies,  what  is  it  1  If  bank  notes  are  equivalent  ts  qxdi 
the  people  have  two  currencies,  and  the  GovemncBt  M 
one. 

One  would  suppose,  too,  we  were  about  to  moMl»Bi 

all  the  coin  in  the  country.     Why,  air,  of  the  whnte  w 

tallic  circulation,  assumed  at  eighty  millions,  theTntftf 

would  require  but  a  sixteenth  part :  the  banks  woold  lin 

five-and-twenty,  and  ««the  people"  fifty  millionffof  g* 

eral  circulation.     Even  of  the  five  or  six  milfiontof  d 

which  might  be  abstracted  from  the  general  rosia,  oneW 

at  least  would  be'  represented  by  Treasary  warranto  in  d 

eolation,  founded  upon  the  specie   in  depoaits.    Tte 

would  be  at  no  time  more  than  two  or  three  millioni 

specie  in  your  depositories  In  every  part  of  the  UnifflBj 

represented  by  these  warrants.     As  to  an  excees  or  nffP 

beyond  six  millions,  that  will  never  occur;  beceoKw 

greas  will  now  be  compelled  to  do  what  ought  to  hateM 

done  when  the  public  debt  was  extinguished :  thet  M 

make  permanent  provision  for  guanling  against  a  nrpk 

by  investing  the  excess,  whenever  it  is  beyond  aix  miW 

and  throwing  the  specie  at  once  into  circulation,  aoda 

to  exhaust  such  surplus  by  a  graduated  reduction  of  < 

taxes.      This  accumulation  of  specie,  which  exdtci 

much  apprehension,  is,  in  my  view,  the  strongeet  »«* 

mendation  of  the  proposed  tneaeure.     It  will  keep  our* 

enue  down,  and  avoid  the  recurrence  of  a  surploi  to  i 

tract  our  councils,  and  make  the  Statea  dependent upoo) 

federal  Treasury.     It  will  be  a  regulator  of  trade  fer  W 

than  the  foreign  exchanges.    It  will  indicate  the  a^jroid 

overtrading,  and  not,  like  the  latter,  rise  after  the  oin 

ia  done.     To  the  banks  it  would  be  a  steady  and  mM 

check.  In  preventing  the  ex cesvive  and  unwarrantable  i* 

of  their  creilit,  by  bank  notes  or  otherwii-e,  in  penoi 

speculation — not  for  the  purpose  of  circulation,  Imttai 

nish  fictitious  capital,  by  a  mere  exchange  of  cw 

credit,  to  stimulate  excited  enterprise,  to  abuse  credit,  i 

to  terminate  in  revulsions,  ruinous  to  trade  and  calainM 

to  the  laboring  classes. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Lf«^ 
objects  to  the  measure,  because  it  would  make  **NewT 
the  grand  market  for  specie,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  SI 
tributary. "  I  was  happy  to  hear  that  he  was  not  the  rt 
of  this  suggestion.  I  hope,  sir,  the  honorable  8«a 
[Mr.  PrkstofT  to  whom  he  referred.  Is  also  not  wp 
sihie  for  its  origin,  for  it  is  utterly  without  fuondatiflfl. 
had  seen  it  before  in  an  essay  ascribed  to  a  gentleiMii 
South  Carolina,  of  great  experience  as  a  statcsmsn,  n 
cier,  and  banker,  who  has  suddenly  and  lealoosly  eii» 
against  us.  Whether  this  objection  resU  upon  the  m 
ity  of  either  or  aU  thaae  gentlemen,  the  aathor  of  it««fl 
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a  very  fimlted  Innwfedge  of  (he  finsucml  operations  of  oar 

(Tovfmment    What  woold  he  thought  of  a  Secretary  of 

the  TreaiQiT,  who  wouM  dttcfaarge  the  duties  of  bis  office 

«•  ibsardly  u  to  transmit  the  public  money  from  other 

Sidtes  to  New  Yoiic,  where  two- thirds  of  the  whole  reve- 

floe  from  curtoms  is  collecteil,  and  where  a  targe  surplus 

(eictgi  BOW  when  the  reveinie  is  everywhere  suspended) 

goifonittily  exists,  beyond  the  amount  required  for  expenses 

in  thtt  vicinity !     His  duty  is  directly  the  reverse.     The 

item  of  revenue  at  New  ITork  nwist  be  placed  in  other 

Suto^  where  it  is  to  be  expended.     But,  sir,  how  is  it 

(ni»ferred— does  a  dollar  ia  specie  go  for  these  purposes, 

« for  TssasocyTemiUances,  between  different  parts  of  the 

doion  ?    Not  one.     We  may  sequire  small  amounts,  as 

wtkays  have  done,  in  specie,  ibr -complying  with  Indian 

Ipetlie^  and  for  seme  of  our  expendi tores  abroad ;  but  in 

tf  the  great  operations  of  the  Treasury,  no  balance  is 

tarfsneJ  frem  city  to  cHy  or  8tete  to  State  in  specie. 

pi  warriDt  is  issued  apon  the  place  where  an  excess  ex- 

m  beyoud  what  is  wanted  there ;  it  is  sent  to  the  point 

«  expeoditiife,  aad  travels  through  the  medium  of  trade, 

«  the  hajiks,  to  the  place  where  the  money  is  deposited, 

•Jd  the  specie  is  drawn  %y  the  bank  from  the  depository. 

09  iir  as  the  Goverainent  is  eoncesned,  the  coin  remains 

rtffe  it  is  collected,  and  merely  cisculates  between  the 

■sk  and  the  depository.    Such  is  the«xtent  of  these  specie 

jjwien  which  are  so  alarming  to  distinguished  gentlemen 

Wffl  South  CaroKna. 

We  have  now  to  notice  a  formiddtle  objection.  It  is 
No  we  propose  to  establish  a  aniveraal  and  exclusive  me- 
jwc  cuireocy,  and,  in  the  language  ctf  the  gentleman  from 
Nth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Lit«AB«,j  to  effect  "an  absolute  sub- 
Jmen  of  an  credit  and  allcoiDmeree — an  utter  destruciion 
rthe  whole  fabric  of  society."  Thia  is  indeed,  sir,  an 
kl  <iiitioguished  for  discoveries.  We  have  been  for  years 
W^voriag  to  secure,  tl»rougb  o»r  federal  lrgi«lation,  a 
Nder  basis  far  the  vast  fabric  of  credit  in  this  country. 
wUemen  have  cordially  co  operated  ■with  us  in  accom- 
Miing  a  purpose  almost  universaUy  acknowledged  to  be 
f*"*!  te  give  stability  to  trade,  and  solidity  to  our  tot- 
jMg  haaking  system.  But  when  we  propose  a  measure 
*o'«led  to  forward  effeetuslly  an  nljrct  so  essential  to 
to  Botals  and  pro^rity  of  the  Union,  they  suddenly 
w»er  that  our  design  is  to  break  vp  the  very  foundations 
^nlizail  society,  to  return  to  «^ iron-money  and  bhick 
j*  —to  absolute  barbarism.  Gentlemen  well  know  that, 
ttlever  n^  be  our  abstract  opiiuiins  as  to  the  effin;t  of 
l«r  money  on  the  narals  and  condition  of  society,  no 

•  io  this  **bank  note  age**  can  expect  more  than  to 
■"»  the  abuses  of  the  system.  But  before  they  so 
Ifbly  denennce  the  principles  of  thane  wiUi  whom  they 
I  politically  associated,  I  would  admonish  gentlemen  Co 
B-oit  together,  and  eome  to  some  understanding  as  to 

•  'key  ineso  by  "  an  exclusive  metfdlic  currency,'*  and 
i  **de»tn]ctiAn  of  the  credit  system.**     The  gentleman 

•  5^wh  Carolina,  [Mr.  LscAaR,]  and  the  gentleman 
(QMrginia,  [Mr.  Gablahd,]  considering  how  harmoni- 
"<J  they  act  together,  have  placed  themselves  in  an  awk- 
w  attitude  before  the  country.  The  former  gentleman 
MQnces  the  currency  of  France  as  ihe  author  of  her 
*^J ;  the  latter  eulogises  it  as  the  soundest  in  the  world, 
>  recommends  it  to  us  as  a  model  for  our  imitation ! 
»  now,  air,  what  becomes  of  all  the  violent  denuncia- 
Baof  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  altout  this  monstrous 
J™pt  to  introduce  an  exclusive  metal)  ic  currency  t  Who 
lr>De  beyond  the  gentleman  from  V  irginia?  No  bank 
cdreuUtes  in  France  of  a  less  denominaliim  thsn  five 
^red  franca,  and  the  whole  amount  is  but  about  twenty 
lioiis  of  dollars  in  paper  to  four  hucidred  and  fifVy  mil- 
ta  of  gold  and  aiWer.  Is  that  a  meti  illic  currency  1  la 
«rodit  system  destroyed  in  France  ?  Sir,  the  gentle- 
■from  Virginia  will  find,  upon  an  «  zamination  of  hia 


own  doctrines,  that  it  will  embarrass  him  to  explain  in 
what  essential  principle  relating  to  currency  he  ia  opposed 
to  the  present  administration. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  may  also  discover 
that  his  principles  are  not  so  hostile  as  be  imagines  to  the 
separation  of  bank  and  State.  Why,  sir,  he  admires  the 
Scotch  banking  system,  the  very  essence  of  which  is  its  free- 
dom from  all  legislative  interferenco.  The  onion  between 
Parliament  and  this  branch  of  trade  has  been  long  nnce  ef- 
fectually dissolved.  Trade,  and  not  Government,  regulatea 
the  quantity  of  banking  capital  in  Scotland.  He  seems  struck 
with  admiration  at  the  splendid  results  of  <*the  credit  sys- 
tem*' in  that  country,  and  ascribes  them  to  the  substitution 
of  paper  for  a  metallic  circulation.  The  gentleman  mis- 
takes the  shadow  for  the  sulwlance.  The  astonishing  in- 
dustry and  wealth  of  Scotland,  and  the  moral  condition  of 
her  people,  are  owing,  among  other  causes,  to  the  absolute 
freedom  she  has  enjoyed  in  banking,  the  best  regulator  of 
all  trades  when  free.  The  act  of  1708  did  not  extend  to 
Scotland ;  she  waa  not  under  the  dominion  of  the  Bank  of 
England.  She  had  no  gigantic  institution  to  break  her 
local  banks  periodically,  and  to  throw  thousands,  nay,  mil- 
lions, of  laborers  out  of  employment.  Beyond  the  Tweed, 
capital,  free  from  all  restrictions,  flowed  into  this  channel, 
and  kept  pace  with  labor,  population,  trade,  and  wealth, 
and  sustained  the  vast  increase  of  her  commercial  credits. 
The  iMinks  of  Scotland  are  an  improvement  upon  the  plan 
of  our  savings  institutions.  1'hey  have  in  that  country  not 
only  a  large  amount  of  banking  capital,  but  moie  than  a 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  drawn  from  all  ctaftces  of  so- 
ciety, in  deposite  upon  interest,  yielding  a  profit  to  the 
community  as  well  as  to  the  banks ;  thus  mutually  benellt- 
ing  the  capitalists  and  the  country,  and  encouraging  fru- 
gality and  enterprise.  Her  <<  credit  system"  resu  upon  a 
foundation  almost  as  broad  as  the  whole  property  of  Scot- 
land. Her  stockholders  are  not,  like  ours,  exempt  {K)m 
responsibility.  The  public  interest  and  security  are  not, 
as  with  us,  sacrificed  to  encourage  the  growth  of  corpora- 
tiona— of  partners  not  individually  liable  for  their  debts, 
and  not  reflponsible  to  the  country  for  their  management. 
Her  banks  are  essentially  the  guardians  of  the  poor,  as  well 
as  the  regulators  of  trade.  It  is  to  these  circumstances  we 
may  chiefly  ascribe  the  rapid  growth  of  Scotland,  notwith- 
standing her  disadvantages  of  soil  and  climate,  and  with- 
out the  appendage  of  an  impoverished  laboring  population, 
as  in  England  and  Ireland.  It  is  wholly  immaterial  to 
Scotland  what  may  be  the  character  of  her  circulation,  ^he 
is  an  interior  province ;  exchanges  do  not  presa  upon  her ; 
England  intervenes  and  sustains  the  shock.  Like  our 
country  banks,  theirs  have  little  ase  for  specie;  and,  like 
them,  they  have  their  <<  specie  fund"  in  the  centre  of  cir- 
culation. Had  ahe  been  on  the  borders  of  the  British  chan- 
nel, where  her  local  circulations  would  eome  in  contact 
with  the  metallic  currency  of  the  continent,  she  would  have 
long  since  discovered  that,  however  convenient  smsll  notes 
may  be,  the  imaginary  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into 
coin  is  but  a  frail  protection  to  labor,  and  a  weak  founda- 
tion for  the  credit  and  contracts  of  a  nation.  Protected  by 
her  interior  position,  aa  well  as  by  skilful  management,  her 
population  has  escaped  some  of  the  consequences  of  this 
abuse  of  credit. 

But  the  chief  object  of  the  admiration  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  was  the  triumphant  result  of  the  credit 
system  in  England.  Why,  sir,  nothing  can  be  more  un- 
like than  the  creilit  systems  of  England  and  Scotland,  as 
they  were  prior  to  1826^  both  in  their  characters  and  their 
results.  The  one  was  a  system  of  des|)otism,  the  other  of 
liberty.  The  one  filled  the  country  with  pauperism,  the 
other  kept  labor  steadily  employed,  and,  with  parental 
guanlianship,  hoarded  the  small  accumulations  of  the  poor. 
But  it  was  in  England  that  the  gentleman  aaw  *•  the  grand- 
eat  woik  of  civilised  life  in  eny  part  of  the  worid'^— tha 
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splendid  result  of  her  credit  and  banking^  system.  Sir, 
while  the  classicsi  and  intellectual  gentleman  from  8outh 
Carolina  was  admiring  the  Corinthian  granduer  of  this 
proud  fabric  of  the  credit  system,  in  the  ecstacy  of  his  ad- 
miration, he  forgot  that  he  was  standing  on  a  vast  ruin  of 
violated  rights;  lost  in  his  sublime  contemplations,  he 
heard  not  *<the  accents  of  despair,"  nor  the  waitings  of 
poverty,  uttered  by  millions  who  had  fallen  victims  to  the 
credit  system  of  England.  He  had  not  probably  examined 
the  poor  man's  record.  He  could  not  persuade  himself  to 
believe  that,  amidst  all  this  bustle,  life,  and  splendor,  all 
this  wealth  and  grandeur,  he  was  in  a  nation  of  paupers. 
He  could  see  it  all  in  bis  travels  through  impoverished 
France  with  her  metallic  currency,  but  not  in  England 
with  her  credit  and  banking  system.  Well,  sir,  hero  is 
that  record  of  its  results,  which  escaped  the  gentleman's 
observation.  Two  millions  four  hundred  and  ninety-three 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  three  families  <*  receiv- 
ing relief  not  included  in  the  returns  for  this  year."  But 
it  is  added  in  this  work,  published  by  the  London  Statisti- 
cal Society,  "judging  from  the  results  here  eihibited,  the 
paufters  form  the  greatest  portion  of  the  whole  population." 
Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  foundation  upon  which  rests 
this  "grandest  work  of  civilized  life,"  this  triumphant  evi. 
dence  of  the  blessings  of  the  English  banking  and  credit 
system. 

[Mr.  Li&AmR  inquired  the  date  of  the  work.] 
The  work  was  published  in  1827;  the  statistical  table  of 
pauperism  is  for  the  year  1821 -'23.  [Mr.  L.  added  that 
there  was  a  change  since  then.]  The  poor  laws  are  re- 
formed, it  is  true ;  hut  was  not  capital  emancipated  from 
the  dominion  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  1826  1  was  not 
banking,  for  the  first  time,  set  free  in  the  great  commercial 
and  manufacturing  districts  1  Sir,  I  have  travelled  a  little, 
too.  I  have  contemplated  with  delight  the  rich  trpasureo 
of  the  Louvre  and  of  the  Vatican  ;  the  sublime  Doric  and 
the  proud  Corinthian  ;  but  it  was  in  the  beautiful  valleys 
of  France  and  Germany — on  the  Rhine  and  on  the  Elbe — 
it  was  amidst  (he  mountains  of  Switzerland  and  Wales 
that  I  saw,  without  regard  to  questions  of  currency,  or 
even  forms  of  government,  sound  morality  and  personal 
comfort ;  it  was  these  scenes  that  reminded  me  of  our  west- 
ern paradine.  And,  sir,  I  could  but  regret  that  the  tenants 
of  those  mountains  and  valleys  were  governed  by  that  con- 
centrated power  of  associated  wealth  which  rules  Govern- 
ments, controls  monarchs,  and  regulates  the  destiny  of 
every  nation  in  Euro|)e. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  a  great  constitutional  duty  to 
discharge.  We  have  to  regulate  the  coinage,  and  by  re- 
quiring the  collection  of  our  revenue  in  a  common  medium, 
to  secure  equal  taxation  to  the  Stites  of  this  confederacy, 
and  to  preserve  for  the  whole  people  a  measure  of  value  of 
ancient  origin,  for  laI)or,  properly,  and  contracts.  In  dis- 
charging this  duty,  we  h*ive  not  only  to  encounter  the 
vices  of  our  complicated  banking  systems,  but  also  a  revo- 
lution which  has  been  going  on  more  than  a  century,  and 
one  which  threatens  in  the  end  to  sulwlitule  a  mere  ex* 
change  of  credits  for  the  ancient  standard  of  nations.  It 
commenced  with  the  chartpr  of  the  Bank  of  Enghmd,  in 
1694.  This  substitute  first  appeared  in  the  form  of  notes 
of  twenty  pounds;  in  1759  it  was  reduced  U>  ten  pounds; 
in  179:)  to  five  pounds;  and  in  1797  the  bank  suspended 
specie  payments,  and  commenced  issuing  one  and  two 
pound  notes.  After  a  fatal  experiment  of  five  and  twenty 
years — fatal  to  the  morals  and  welfare  of  the  people,  how- 
ever necessary  it  may  have  been  to  Government — the  bank 
resumed  specie  payments  in  1822.  The  currency  was  re 
formed,  and  all  notes  under  five  pounds  (about  equal  to 
twenty  five  doUnrs)  were  prohibited  in  England  and  Wales. 
This  was  not,  however,  the  most  material  reform. 

The  restriction  on  banking,  which  had  been  imposed  in 
1708  to  protect  the  monopoly  of  the  Bank  of  England, 


was  repealed  in  1826.     For  one  hundred  sndeighlMR 
years  no  association  could  be  formed  for  bsnking  puriNMi 
with  more  than  six  partners.      Under  this  system,  ib 
trade  and  currency  of  England  were  periodically  convulwd. 
The  great  regulator  of  banking  in  that  country,  by  iti  on 
alarms  and  powerful  efforts  to  save  iu^elf,  brought  down 
country  banks  by  the  hundred  in  every  revulsion,  pros- 
trated trade,  and  threw  millions  of  the  laboring  popalaUM 
out  of  employment.  The  violent  revulsion  of  182?  brougfat 
about  the  reform  of  1826  ;  and  *'  with  the  consent"  of  tb« 
Bank  of  England,  hsr  monopoly  waa  partially  reliiiquisbnl, 
and  the  great  commercial  and  manufacturing  ilistricU  wot 
permitted,  like  Scotland,  to  form  as  many  banks  as  ibej 
pleased.     England  has  escaped  some  of  the  violence  of 
the   recent  revulsion.     Her   banks   have  not  suspeodei 
specie  pay  menu.     The  Bank  of  England  was  not  itTed, 
as  in  1825,  by  an  accidental  discovery  of  one  poaBdaotet! 
It  was  not  because  there  hod  not   been  ovsnndiog  is 
England  ;  far  otherwise.     There  never  was  a  period  whea 
there  was  more  eitensive  specuI»tion  in  every  branch  cf 
trade,  and  when  her  capital  and  credit  were  more»i<ielj 
extended  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.     How  hasilhip" 
pened,  then,  that  ahe  did  not  sufier  as  in  1825?    Becaoie 
the  revulsion  in  that  year  broke  down  ibe  monopol;ofiK 
Bank  of  England;  because  capital,  freed  from  its doiniiK 
ion,  flowed  with  astonishing  rapidity  into  thatbnncbof 
trade,  and  was  ready  to  meet  the  sudden  and  large  addi- 
tion which  speculation  had  made  to  the  mass  of  coidbwi- 
cial  credits.     Some  of  these  associations^  it  is  trse,  ««m 
embarrassed  by  the  revulsion;  the  wonder  is  tbttiw»» 
were  not  brought  down  by  it.     They  were  all  of  receol 
origin  ;  and  this  trade  had  been  ef&ctually  prohibited  for 
more  than  a  century.     These  were  not  the  only  reforn* 
That   remnant  of  barbarism,   the   usury  law,  was  tlw  itt 
effect  repealed,   by  exempting  all  bills  haviag  not  mort 
than  ninety  days  to  run  fn»m  their  operation ;  and  lhi«  n* 
been  subsequently  extended.     The  rate  of  interest,  ««»* 
the  safety-valve  of  credit.     It  should  be  permitted  ion* 
and  fall  with  the  pressure  up»»n  the  money  market   I« 
this  country  we  have  locked  it  down,  am!  doubly  probibit- 
ed  the  free  use  of  capiul.     The  inevitable  coMsequewtj* 
periodical  explosions.     But  with  all  these  reforms,  Hb 
still  the  policy  of  England  to  substitute  credit  for  aioetu- 
lic  measure  of  value.     That  credit,    it  is  true,  is  i»»  •• 
vitiated  as  it  was;  but  by  making  Bank  of  England  notts 
a  lawful  tender,  and  by  authorizing  the  joinl-rtod  w*> 
cia lions  to  isbue  their  notes,   re^leemable  in  these  duU^ 
they  have  laid  the  foundaticm   for   revulsions  in  iw 
which  are  not  yet  developed.     These  associations  bad  w< 
been  long  enough  in  existence  to  show  to  what  amonw 
they  could  increase  their  circulations,  though  long  enoup 
to  prove  how  rapidly  they  could  increase  them,     "hw 
the  use  of  credit  founded  upon  property  should  enjoy  m- 
solute  freedom,  the  abuse  of  credit,  by  issuing  that  sii»» 
is  founded    upon  credit,  should  never  be  encouraged  i? 
Government 

The  most  powerful  antsgonist,  however,  of  a  uniform 
measure  of  value  is  our  own  banking  system,  unquestioQ' 
ably  the  worst  in  the  world.  If  we  had  no  other  mouj*, 
we  should  be  compelled  to  collect  our  revenue  in  a  mewlK 
currency,  in  order  to  preserve  something  in  the  counuy  •* 
a  standard  of  value.  We  have  six  and  twenty  Leg^^' 
tures  and  two  Territorial  councils  steadily  at  work  enadwf 
laws  to  banish  specie  from  circulation.  The  present  cihi^ 
no  doubt,  must  produce  reform  ;  but  it  cannot  be  expecwj 
to  be  immediate  or  general,  so  long  as  our  laws  are  in** 
by  those  who  entertain  hostile  principles  of  Governmenl, 
especially  on  this  question  of  currency.  It  is  true,  tbert 
is  a  common  conviction  that  <iur  banking  system  '»  '*'» 
and  that  our  local  circulations  require  reform;  bot^b^i^ 
will  that  ever  be  effected,  if  we  surrender  up  our  comIiW' 
tional  standard  ?     If  we  do  not  lay  the  foundation  ber , 
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our  banking  sjsteoi  will  never  be  reformeil.  It  ie  impos- 
■bie  to  imagine  •  eyatein  more  discordant,  and  more  em- 
barraaaing  to  Uade,  than  the  ayatem  of  the  United  fr>tatea  aa 
a  whole.  Capital  is  not  at  liberty  to  flow  into  tbia  branch 
of  trade  aa  in  England  and  Scotland.  Government  muat 
legalate  the  quantity  in  each  iitate.  Our  State  Guvem- 
menta  might  with  equal  propriety  and  wisdom  regulate  the 
quantity  of  capital  In  every  other  branch  of  trade.  And 
what  is  the  consequence  of  this  legislative  interference  with 
banking  1  Why,  air,  two  of  our  cities  have  each  more 
banking  capital  than  the  State  of  New  York,  with  her  hun- 
dred citiea  and  towns,  and  with  more  than  two  miiliona  of 
population.  The  commercial  emporium  of  the  Union,  the 
centre  of  circulation,  the  point  upon  which  the  whole  fabric 
of  commercial  credit,  internal  and  external,  preasea  at  every 
RvuUion,  b  permitted  to  employ,  in  thia  branch  of  trade, 
aome  twenty  millions — about  one-third  the  banking  capital 
of  a  neighboring  city.  Such  legialation  is  as  absurd  as  it 
if  unequal.  It  is  calculated  to  unregulate  trade  and  embar- 
rasis  the  banks. 

Banking,  legitimate  banking,  is  a  tra<?e,  and  should  be 
as  free  SK  all  other  trades.  Let  it  regulate  the  quantity  of 
capital,  and  this  branch  will  keep  pace  with  all  othera ;  it 
will  increase  with  the  iiicreaae  of  commercial  credits,  and 
with  the  growth  of  trade.  As  the  demand  increases  so  will 
the  supply  ;  and  no  portion  of  the  capital  of  the  country 
will  be  unemployed.  This  is  the  secret  of  the  success  of 
tbe  Scotch  banking  syatem,  which  is  weakened^  and  not 
itrengtbened,  by  her  small  note  circulation. 

Currency,  sir,  is  not  a  trade.  Governments  will  be 
called  upon  to  decide  whether  an  attribute  of  sovereignty 
ihail  be  exercised  by  trading  companies,  and,  if  so,  to  what 
extent.  They  must  determine  whether  such  companies 
ire  to  be  permitted  to  furnish  the  world  with  their  credit  as 
a  ■obstitate  for  a  metallic  standard,  with  liberty  to  increase 
tnd  diminish  it  at  pleasure ;  for  that  is  tbe  result  which 
■eenu  approaching.  The  great  question  to  be  determined 
i^  are  trading  aaaociations  to  bo  authorized  to  issue  a 
q>ecies  of  State  credit,  and  to  collect  a  revenue,  now 
•mounting  to  six  or  seven  millions  annually,  and  constantly 
increasing,  and  to  indemnify  an  abused  community  by  pro- 
ducing periodical  bankruptcy,  poverty,  and  want  1  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  knows  that  almost  all  the 
distinguished  authorities  are  against  his  ** credit  system.*' 

It  is  a  conceded  point,  that  the  regulation  of  the  quan- 
tity of  currency  which  is  the  measure  of  value  ought  not 
to  be  entrusted  to  those  whose  profits  are  increased  by 
•baeing  the  trust.  Tou  might  as  well  at  once  surrender 
to  these  corporations  the  power  to  regulate  the  value  of  our 
coin,  and  let  them  adulterate  it,  or  arbitrarily  raise  its 
nominal  value  at  their  pleasure,  as  monarchs  formerly,  did, 
to  the  rain  of  their  people.  Upon  what  ground  is  it  that 
GuTernments  have  been  induced  to  give  their  aid  in  substi- 
tuting the  paper  of  trading  companies  for  the  current  coin 
of  the  world  ?  An  increasing  demand  for  a  medium  of 
circulation  and  a  deficiency  of  the  precioua  metals.  The 
former  n  admitted,  the  latter  1  deny  ;  and  on  neither  ground 
G*n  these  issues  lie  defended.  Sir,  there  has  been  no  age 
of  the  world  when  it  was  so  abundantly  supplied  with  cir- 
culation,  independent  of  all  the  small  notes  (I  mean  under 
fifty  or  one  hundred  dollars)  in  Europe  and  America. 
How  is  it  with  the  precii>us  metals  ?  In  the  work  reierred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  the  quantity  of 
"*oney  in  the  Augustan  age  is  estimated  at  less  than  two 
thooftind  millions.  Why,  sir,  rince  1493,  we  have  drawn 
froin  the  American  mines  alone,  more  than  six  thousand 
millions  of  dollars,  and  the  aggregate  of  coin,  bullion,  snd 
plate  in  the  world,  is  estimated  at  from  seven  to  ten  thou- 
and  millions.  The  quantity  of  specie  might  have  been  sn 
olject  of  solicitude  in  earlier  ages ;  but  of  what  conse- 
quence is  it  now,  when,  for  all  its  great  offices,  we  have 
dtseofsred  other  substitutes?     Wo  have  discovered  a  mine 


richer  than  all  the  mines  of  Mexico  or  Peru — the  human 
mind.  We  have  drawn  from  that  inexhaustible  mine, 
countless  millions  of  substitutes  for  specie,  in  tbe  form  of 
public  debt!,  bank  stocks,  and  stocks  of  every  kind  ;  of  bills 
of  exchange,  notes  of  hand,  bank  drafts,  and  bank  checks. 
These  are  our  circulations  which  give  velocity  to  trade.  It 
is  these,  amounting  to  thousands  of  millions,  which  have 
accelerated  the  growth  of  wealth  among  nations,  and  not 
the  contemptible  amount  of  your  small  note  circulations  in 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  America.  In  tbe  present  age, 
trade  provides  its  own  substitutes  for  specie,  in  adjusting 
balances  not  only  between  States  and  nations,  but  between 
individuals,  and  without  tbe  agency  of  bank  notes.  Specio 
is  only  wanted  to  adjust  balances  between  nations  when 
credit  is  suddenly  destroyed.  It  is,  however,  wanted  in 
every  country  as  a  standard  for  local  circulation,  and  to 
sustain  the  increasing  amount  of  commercial  credit  Tbe 
value  of  property  is  sufiiciently  afifected  by  credit  founded 
upon  credit,  in  the  form  of  bills  of  exchange,  without  ex- 
tending this  abuse  of  credit  in  the  form  of  currency.  Tbe 
former  we  cannot  reach  by  legislation,  and  we  have  no 
right  to  do  so  if  we  coulti,  however  injurious  its  operation 
is  upon  trade.  The  latter  interferes  with  tbe  currency  es- 
tablished by  the  constitution,  and  we  ahould  adopt  every 
measure  that  we  can  to  prevent  it  from  destroying  our 
standard  altogether. 

This  revolution  may  be  accomplished.  The  precious 
metals  may  eventually  be  banished  from  the  circulations 
of  the  world,  and  we  may  have  no  other  standard  than 
bank  notes.  I  admit,  sir,  that,  as  a  mere  question  of  trade, 
it  would  accelerate  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  and  the 
growth  of  our  cities.  But  what  are  the  sacrffices  attending 
such  a  system  1  Do  you  not  lay  the  foundation  of  your 
cities  on  the  ruin  of  your  population!  Sir,  while  we 
aacrifice  the  poor,  we  transfer  political  power  from  the  agri- 
cultural and  laboring  classes  of  society  to  those  thousand 
corporations  which  seem  to  have  been,  from  the  bcgiiming 
of  our  free  Governments,  the  only  interests  worthy,  in  the 
estimation  of  our  American  legislators,  to  be  exclusively 
cherished,  protected,  and  patronised.  Sir,  go  on  with 
your  credit  and  banking  systems ;  banish  the  precious 
metals ;  establish  your  paper  standard,  and  let  the  value  of 
property  and  the  price  of  labor  float  upon  its  agitated  sur- 
face ;  let  them  rise  with  ita  expansions  and  fall  with  its 
contractions;  and  then,  sir,  gentlemen  may  anticipate 
every  five  years  tbe  return  of  tbe  **  awful  winters"  referied 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  One  of  them  is 
now  approaching-^an  awful  winter  indeed  for  the  poor ; 
thousands  will  be  struck  down  by  poverty  and  want.  Sir, 
I  do  not  aak  gentlemen  for  their  charity.  I  make  no  ap- 
peala  to  their  humanity,  but  in  the  name  of  Him  who  made 
us  all,  I  entreat  them  to  spare  them  their  taunts — do  not 
stigmatize  them — let  these  poor  laborers  die  in  peace  and 
of  famine,  in  a  land  overflowing  with  the  richest  abun- 
dance. Pardon  these  victims  of  your  policy,  should  they  in 
their  lust  hour  pray  that  their  country  might  be  delivered 
from  your  calamitous  **  credit  systecn." 

Mr.  Chairman,  upon  the  firmness  and  integrity  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  at  the  present  crisis,  depend  the 
condition  of  our  society  and  the  character  of  our  Govern- 
ment. It  is  evidently  a  struggle  for  power  by  some  of  the 
corporations  of  this  country,  but  I  trust  not  all  of  ihcm.  It 
is  a  great  issue ;  for  every  thing  moral,  social,  and  poltiical 
is  at  atake.  On  such  an  occasion,  gentlemen  nmy  well 
discard  their  prejudices — republicans  have  been  separated 
on  party  grounds,  but  not  on  principle — they  may  readily 
unite  when  a  quealion  arises  involving  the  welfare  of  tbe 
people,  and  the  very  existence  of  free  Government.  In  a 
cause  so  just  we  have  little  to  fear,  and  every  thing  to  hope. 
I  cannot  believe  that  in  the  approaching  contest  wo  aball 
loaeone  sincere  friend  of  this  administration.  Some  have, 
I  think,  prematurely  decided  upon  the  measure  now  pro- 
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posed ;  they  have  denoanced  it  without  proper  examlnmlon. 
I  am  sure  no  sound  republican  can,  upon  deliberation,  be 
ultimately  found  against  it ;  whiJe,  sir,  un  the  other  hand, 
.the  proposition  to  Mparate  bank  and  State  mast  rally  and 
unite  the  democracy  of  this  country,  by  whatever  ques- 
tions they  may  ha^e  been  hitherto  divided.  They  will 
never  consent  that  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  controlled  by  the  stock  exchange  of  Wall  street,  or  of 
the  Royal  Exchange ;  that  the  public  revenue  shall  be' agnin 
made  instrumental  in  augmenting  the  disasters  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  (hat  the  Government  shall  be  periodically  embar- 
rassed for  want  of  n^eans,  by  entrusting  its  funds  to  insti- 
tutions whose  fate  dependu  upon  the  slightest  counter  move- 
ment in  any  part  of  the  commercial  system  of  the  world. 
Nor,  sir,  can  I  believe  that  any  sound  republican  ia  pre- 
pared to  substitute  the  credit  of  our  corporations  for  the 
common  medium  and  common  standard  of  the  world. 
No,  sir ;  on  these  questions  the  democracy  will  be  found 
united,  as  they  always  have  been  whenever  the  honor  or 
the  interests  of  their  country  were  involved,  as  they  are  at 
the  present  crisis.  Let  not  gentlemen  deceive  themselves; 
their  victories  always  come  with  our  calamities;,  and  dis- 
appear with  returning  prosperity.  The  concentrated  power 
upon  which  they  depend  cannot  yet  regulate  the  sucoesaion 
to  the  Presidency. 

Sir,  I  have  detained  the  committee  too  long.  We  chal- 
lenge gentlemen  to  the  vote.  Let  the  gentleman  from 
^outh  Carolina  declaim  over  hia  *<  iron  money  and  black 
broth  ;'*  let  gentlemen  denounce  the  measure  as  an  expe- 
dient "br  an  expenment ;  let  them  call  it  a  sub-Treasury 
scheme,  or  by  what  name  they  please ;  but  let  them  aflford 
us  an  opportunity  to  test  its  advantages  to  trade,  to  banks, 
the  Treasury  and  the  country.  We  fear  not  the  results  of 
the  experiment. 

[After  Mr.  CAMBKBiiirs  had  concluded,  Mr.  Wisx 
obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  to  Mr.  Hoffmak,  who 
replied  to  some  personal  reflections  of  his  colleague  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  excite  universal  attention  and  admira- 
tion.] 

Mr.  WISE  having  again  obtained  the  floor,  at  about 
half  past  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  he  said :  Af^er  the  rich  treat 
which  we  have  just  enjoyed,  I  can  hardly  hope  to  be  lia- 
fened  to.  1  have  much  to  say,  far  too  much  to  be  said  at 
once.  Did  I  not  know  that  it  was  the  wish  on  all  sides 
for  the  committee  to  rise  this  night  and  report  the  biH,  I 
would  not  proceed  now ;  and  had  I  not  at  the  last  session 
reviewed  the  last  message  of  the  <' Greatest  and  Best,"  and 
did  T  not  feel  it  to  be  a  more  imperative  duty  to  review 
the  first  message  of  his  proteg^  and  successor,  I  would 
not  proceed  at  all.  But,  sir,  a  duty  rests  upon  my  shoul- 
ders which  most  gentlemen  seem  to  shun,  and  I  shall  dis- 
charge it,  though  the  debate  has  exhausted  this  subject, 
and  exhausted  still  more  our  time  and  our  patience.  I 
mean  the  duty  of  complaining :  I  rise  to  murmur  and  to 
complain. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  LxoAmc]  ex- 
horted us  not  to  disturb  our  tempers  by  tracing  the  causes 
of  the  ills  we  endure  to  their  authors — it  could  lead  to  no- 
thing but  crimination  and  recrimination;  he  begged  us 
rather  to  study  out  the  remedy  and  to  apply  it  to  our  mala- 
dies. I  shall  not  follow  the  gentleman's  recommendation. 
It  may  well  suit  the  powers  that  be,  who  have  always 
heretofore  been  claiming  for  their  administration  the  high- 
est praise  of  prosperity  and  infallibility,  now  that  they  have 
reduced  the  country  to  distress,  and  the  Government  to 
bankruptcy,  to  cry  for  a  spirit  of  concilation  and  charity  ; 
but,  as  for  me,  I  compromise  not,  I  conciliate  not  with 
public  plunderers,  and  I  spare  not  those  who  have  wilfully 
and  deliberately  misgoverned  my  country,  and  who  have 
basely  and  corruptly  rioted  in  her  distresses  and  her  wrongs. 
Whom  have  they  spared  ?  Let  them  answer  me.  Have 
they  spared  any  thing  worth  preserving?     Sir,  I  believe 


that  the  only  true  remedy  is  to  trace  the  evils  of  the  ^mm 
times  to  their  real  anthorsy  and  to  bold  ibeae  toihoitie- 
sponaible  to  a  jttat»  though  it  be  a  severe  judgment.  Kt 
virtue  should  be  -so  severe,  ao  austere  as  peUioUio;  it 
should  be  no  reapecter  of  peraons,  excuse  no  man  orattof 
men,  for  bringing  ruin  on  a  country  rich  m  every  eleocBt 
of  wealth ;  and  it  nbould  visit,  with  the  moit  coadip 
punishment,  that  mtin  or  set  of  men  who  hat  aiurped  ui 
perverted  power  for  the  baaeat  and  worst  porpopre  of  le* 
duciAg  thai  country,  onoe  the  freest  in  the  world,  to  ab* 
very  as  well  a«  begi;ary.  Theire  ia  no  remedy  so  whoiesMM 
as  that  of  convicting  these  apoilec%  and  taking  from  tiiai 
the  power  to  do  further  mischief. 

Sir,  whilat  the  gentleman  from  South  CexoVma  [Mr. 
Leoare]  wasabroajd  in  Europe  studying  the  condition  arf 
the  policy  of  foreign  countries,  it  was  my  lot  to  remiin  il 
home,  and  for  the  last  four  ye«»  to  mark  the  policy,  tt 
atudy  the  mctivea,  and  watch  the  march  of  our  ova  ii^ 
ral  Government.  Let  me  tell  that  gentleman  that  o« 
federal  Executive  has,  almost  within  that  period  of  tio^ 
changed  the  form  of  our  Government  from  a  lepraeaia* 
tive  federal  republic,  to  that  of  an  elective  mooardi;- 
an  elective  monarchy,  with  the  power  of  absolote  ooatd 
over  legislation,  and  of  perpetuating  a  succession !  Icoa* 
gratttlate  thia  House  and  the  nation  that  the  geotleinu 
has  returned  to  kis  country  in  time  to  strike  for  heraUov 
with  his  strong  arra  against  this  nefarious  measarc,  cak» 
lated  for  no  other  design  than  that  of  streogtbening  th 
cords  of  Executive  power,  and  of  riveting  forever  1^ 
ehaina  which  have  been  forged  for  us  fur  the  last  foi 
year ;  and  I  only  regret  that  he  waa  not  here  before  to  «l 
side  by  side  with  me  and  others  who  have  been  labori^ 
in  vain  to  ward  off  the  catastrophe  which  has  befalleo,  ^ 
the  crisis  which  now  threatens  the  country  and  its  iiuUll 
tiona.  If  he  had  been  here  to  watch  the  conduct  and  nj 
tivea  of  our  rulers,  as  I  have  been,  be  would  be  aaiti^ 
as  I  am  to  arraign  the  conduct  and  impugn  the  motiv«i| 
the  real  authors  of  this  monstrous  change  in  the  furu  I 
aur  Government  and  in  the  condition  of  our  afiaira.  9 
I  repeat  that  I  riae  fur  no  other  object  than  to  crinunl 
the  conduct  and  the  motivea  of  the  preceding  and  thep 
sent  administrations.  They  have  deliberately  and  ^ 
ediy,  with  malice  aforethought,  wrought  this  miscbki|M 
a  bill  of  indictment  should  be  laid  against  them  before  i 
grand  jury  oi  the  nation— the  people !  I  appeal  to  thfl 
and,  sir,  I  propose  to  show  the  guilt  of  the  culpriii  out 
their  own  mouths. 

Sir,  contrast  <*  the  last  annual  message"  wiih  thefi 
semi-annual  message  to  thiti  extraordinary  distress  aesai 

**  Alas,  from  what  high  hope,  to  what  relapse 
"  Unlook'd  for  are  we  fallen !" 

In  the  very  first  paragraph  of  thia  extraordinary  me^ 
we  have  the  precious  confession  that — the  experime&t  I 
failed !  failed !  Ay,  failed !  Is  it  posaable  t  Can  thki  tU 
be  so  1  Ay,  failed  I  The  great  chief,  the  Greatest  and  B 
— ^he  under  whom  it  was  glory  enough  to  have  served--'^ 
altogether  such  as  we  are,  a  man !  Ho  was  not,  u  Ui 
thought,  a  god !  He  was  but  a  poor  weak  mortal; 
wisdom  was  fallible !  This  our  CflBsmr  did  feed  on  mcil 
other  men  !  Sir,  this  one  truth  is  every  thing — that  Js 
son  was  a  fallible  man ;  that  he  was  not  endowed  with 
virtue,  all  wisdom,  and  not  entitled  to  all  confidence  i 
trust ;  this  dissolves  the  charm ;  and  from  this  one  tn 
atlmitted  alone,  I  augur  better  times  to  come.  I  breathi 
hope !  Now,  sir,  will  the  people  heed  a  warning,  resi 
for  themselves,  act  for  themselves  1  8ir,  I  do  not  mean 
declaim,  I  came  here  this  night  to  reason  with  the  peof 
I  mean,  God  willing,  to  bring  in  review  before  them  t 
collected  wisdom  of  General  Jackson's  administration  a{ 
this  same  experiment;  the  messages,  the  reports^  the 
says,  the  speeches,  documents,  arguments,  proofs  wb 
were  written,  adduced,  made,  read,  and  reiterated,  to 
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ttbiish  Che  length  and  the  breaiUb,  the  height  and  the  depth 
of  this  8«me  grand,  safe,  and  sore  experiment  which  now 
lie*  like  love  bleeding !  Could  any  system,  any  wise  plan 
of  fintnoe  and  currency  be  more  strongly,  more  earnestly, 
more  eonfidently  recommended  and  nrgeid  than  was  this 
ttm  experiment !  Let  us  see ;  to  the  proofs.  [Here  Mr. 
Will  raised  many  large  volumes  of  Executive  documents 
tod  reports  of  committee*,  Ac.]  Here !  here  they  are,  pile 
npoD  pile — mountain  high,  if  you  choose ;  if  these  are  not 
enough,  I  can  touch  that  dome  with  Pelion  upon  Ossa,  and 
Qm  upon  Olympus,  of  multiplied  proofs  against  you, 
(taming  to  Mr.  CAMamiLKire.)  Shall  I  read  them  1  [Here 
Mr.  Canbkrlbxo  begged  for  fiod's  sake  that  he  would 
BoL]  I  know  they  are  gall  and  wormwood  to  you  now, 
Iwtyon  must  take  a  portion  of  the  bitter  draught,  though 
I  do  not  intend  to  minister  to  you  the  dregs.  You  must 
mdare  a  portion.  Sir,  I  omit  the  President's  celebrated 
cabinet  paper  read  in  1833,  upon  the  removal  of  the  de- 
pcKites.  I  omit  the  reports  and  papers  of  honest  lago, 
Aooe^  the  agent,  to  the  President  in  1833,  upon  the  expe- 
imcj  and  policy,  the  wisdom  and  virtue,  of  removing  the 
drputiles  from  the  monster,  and  placing  them  in  certain 
lactl  hanks.  I  cite  only  the  Congressional  documents. 
(See  Executive  documents,  1883-'34,  p.  12.) 

Jo  the  President's  message  of  December,  1838,  he  (Jack- 
toB)  told  us :  ■•  I  entirely  concur  in  the  view  he"  (the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury)  •*  hss  taken  of  the  subject ;"  (the 
ivmoTal  of  the  depositee.)  What  was  the  view  he  took  1 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (Mr.  Taney,) 
is  1833,  says  : 

"Tho  Slate  banks  can,  I  have  no  doubt,  furnish  a  gen- 
«il  circulating  medium,  quite  aa  uniform  in  value  as  that 
which  has  been  afibrded  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Probably  more  so."  •  •  «« But  a  currency  founded  on 
the  nntes  of  Stale  banks  could  not  be  suddenly  substituted 
fcr  that  heretofore  furnished  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Btaiee,  and  take  the  place  of  it,  at  the  same  moment,  in 
every  part  of  the  Union.  It  is  essential  that  the  change 
ibonld  be  gradual,  and  suffi(*ient  lime  should  be  allowed  to 
ralier  it  to  make  its  way  by  the  ordinary  operation^  of  cotn- 
mercs,  with<ftit  vequiring  a  hasty  and  violent  effort" 

This  view  xwnm  supported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
*od  Means  in  tho  House  of  Representatives,  the  chairman 
then  [Mr.  Polk)  the  present  Speaker.  The  report  of  that 
committee  in  1838-'a4  upon  the  removal  of  tho  depositee, 
nyi: 

"The  question  then  arises  whether  the  State  banks 
4i0Qld  be  continued  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Govern- 
BKot.  The  cotnmiltee  are  satisfied  that  the  State  banks 
ere  folly  competent  to  perform  all  the  services  which  the 
general  Government  ought  to  rcquiie,  in  the  collection 
md  disburaement  of  the  revenue,  and  to  afford  all  the  fa- 
oiities  to  the  internal  commerce  and  exchnngias  of  the 
eonntry  which  have  been  derived  from  the  Bank  of  the 
Uniteil  States. 

*'Tbe  opinion  has  already  been  expressed  that  the  State 
baokf  are  competent  to  perform  all  the  duties  which  the 
CoTemment  or  the  public  convenience  may  require ;  and 
there  are  many  circumstances  which  strongly  recommend 
them  to  a  preference  over  a  bank  of  the  Unite«\  States. 
No  one  of  them  can  exercise  a  general  control  over  all  the 
othcri,  and  expand  or  contract  the  whole  currency  of  the 
country  at  k«  pleasure,  to  favor  the  private  speculations  of 
indifiduals,  or  to  increase  its  own  profits.  And  they  can 
lu^ar  combine  together  for  political  objects,  nor  hope  to 
gain  podSBssion  of  the  Government  and  control  its  opera- 
lioof." 

**Tlie  State  banks  are  now  firmly  interwoven  with  the 
lOMitotions  of  our  country,  and  it  would  be  unjust,  and 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  for  Congress  to 
*u«laiij  a  great  moneyed  power  to  overawe  and  oppress 
"^  and  bring  rain  upon  multitudes  of  our  citixene, 
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whenever  cupidity  or  ambition  shall  tempt  them  to  exer- 
cise their  power." 

'*  If  it  should  be  urged,  as  an  objection  to  the  State  banks, 
that  they  cannot  afford  a  general  currency,  the  answer  is 
obvious.  If  it  were  deemed  necessary  to  create  a  paper 
currency,  possessing  equal  credit  with  that  of  the  present 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  object  can  as  well  be  ac- 
complished with  the  Slate  bonks  as  with  tho  Bank  of  the 
United  States."  •  •  •  • 

"With  these  views,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  State  banks  ought  to  be  continued  as  the  depositories 
of  the  money  of  the  United  States,"  dec. 

The  same  committee,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1834,  report- 
ed a  letter,  dated  April  15th,  1834,  from  Mr.  Taney,  upon 
the  mode  of  selecting  the  deposits  banks,  in  which  he  ssys : 

'*  It  will  be  seen,  from  this  statement,  that  it  is  no  part 
of  the  proposed  plan  to  dispense  with  the  State  banks.  It 
is  obviously  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  (if  it  desired  to 
do  so)  to  take  measures  for  that  purpose  without  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution.  And  the  States  would  not  and 
ought  not  to  surrender  the  power  of  chartering  banking 
companies.  The  State  banks  are  now  so  numerous,  and 
are  so  intimately  connected  with  our  habits  and  pursuits, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the  system  can  ever  be 
entirely  abandoned.  Nor  is  it  desirable  that  it  should  be. 
They  are  often  abused,  like  all  other  human  institutions ; 
yet  their  advantages  are  many,  and  under  proper  regula- 
tions, and  with  the  metallic  basis  now  proposed  for  their 
paper  issues,  (hey  will  be  found  of  much  public  advantage." 

President  Jackson,  in  his  message  to  Congress,  Decem- 
ber, 1834,  spenktng  of  the  United  States  Bank,  says: 

**  Happily  it  is  already  illustrated  that  the  sgency  of 
such  an  institution  is  nut  necessary  to  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  Government.  The  State  banks  are  found  fully  adequate 
to  the  performance  of  all  services  which  were  required  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  quite  as  promptly,  and 
with  the  same  cheapness.  They  have  maintained  them- 
t^lves  and  discharged  all  these  duties,  while  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  was  still  powerful,  and  in  the  field  as  an 
operi  entfmy ;  and  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  that  they 
will  find  greater  diflliculties  in  their  operations  when  that 
enemy  shall  cease  to  exist" 

President  Jackson,  in  his  message  to  Congress,  Decem- 
ber, 1835,  says: 

*<  We  are  now  to  see  whether,  in  the  present  favorable 
condition  of  the  country,  we  cannot  take  an  effectual  stand 
against  this  spirit  of  monopoly,  and  practically  prove,  in 
respect  to  the  currency  as  well  as  other  important  interests, 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  so  extensive  a  resort  to  it  aa 
that  which  has  been  heretofore  practised.  The  experience 
of  another  year  has  confirmed  the  utter  fallacy  of  the  idea 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  necessary  as  a  fiscal 
agent  for  the  Government.  Without  its  aid  as  such,  in- 
deed  in  despite  of  all  the  embarrassment  it  was  in  its  pow- 
er to  create,  the  revenue  has  been  paid  with  punctuality  by 
our  ci(i2ens;  the  business  of  exchange,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  has  been  conducted  with  convenience ;  and  the 
circulating  medium  has  been  greatly  improved.  By  the 
use  of  (he  State  banks,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  moneys  cf 
the  United  States  can  be  collected  and  disbursed  without 
loss  or  inconvenience,  and  that  all  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity, in  relation  to  exchange  and  currency,  are  supplied 
as  well  as  they  have  ever  been  before.  If,  under  circumstan- 
ces the  most  unfavorable  to  the  steadiness  of  the  money 
market,  it  has  lieen  found  that  the  considerations  on  which 
the  Bank  of  tho  United  States  rested  its  claims  to  the  pul>- 
lic  favor  were  imaginary  and  groundless,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  Ihe  experience  of  the  future  will  be  more  de- 
cisive against  them.  It  has  been  seen  that,  without  the 
agency  of  a  great  moneyed  monopoly,  the  revenue  can  be 
collected,  and  conveniently  and  safely  applied  to  all  the 
purposes  of  the  poUlc  expenditure.     It  is  also  ascerlainrd 
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that,  instead  of  being  Decessarily  made  to  promote  the  evils 
of  an  unchecked  paper  system,  the  management  of  the 
reveniie  can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the  relorro  which  the 
Legislatures  of  several  of  the  States  have  already  com- 
menced in  regard  to  the  suppression  of  small  bills;  and 
which  has  only  to  be  fostered  by  proper  regulations,  on  the 
part  of  Congress,  to  secure  a  practical  return,  to  the  extent 
required  for  the  security  of  the  currency,  to  the  constitu- 
tional medium.  Severed  from  the  Government  as  political 
engines,  and  not  susceptible  of  dangerous  extension  snd 
combination,  the  State  banks  will  not  be  tempted,  nor  will 
they  have  the  power  which  we  have  seen  exercised,  to  di- 
vert the  public  funds  from  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the 
Govcrnmpnt.  The  collection  and  custody  of  the  revenue 
being,  on  the  contrary,  a  source  of  credit  to  them,  will  in- 
crease the  security  which  the  States  provide  for  a  faithful 
execution  of  their  trusts,  by  multiplying  the  scrutinies  to 
which  tlicir  operations  and  accounts  will  be  subjected. 
Thus  disposed,  as  well  from  interest  as  the  obligations  of 
their  charters,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  such  conditions  as 
Congress  may  see  fit  to  adopt  respecting  the  depositee  in 
these  institutions,  with  a  view  to  the  gradual  disuse  of  the 
sradU  bills,  will  be  cheerfully  complied  with;  and  we  soon 
shall  gain,  in  place  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a 
practical  reform  in  the  whole  paper  system  of  the  country. 
If,  by  this  policy,  we  can  ultimately  witness  the  supprrs- 
sion  of  ail  bank  bills  below  twenty  dollars,  it  is  apparent 
that  gold  and  silver  will  take  their  place,  and  become  the 
principal  circulating  medium  in  the  common  business  of 
the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  country.  The  attain- 
ment of  such  a  result  will  form  an  era  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  which  will  be  dwelt  upon  with  delight  by  every 
true  friend  of  its  liberty  and  independence.  It  will  lighten 
the  great  tax  which  our  paper  system  has  so  long  collected 
from  the  earnings  of  labor,  and  do  mure  to  revive  and  per- 
petuate those  habits  of  economy  and  simplicity  which  are 
so  congenial  to  the  character  of  republicans,  than  -all  the 
legislation  which  has  yet  been  attempted." 

Mr.  Woodbury's  report,  of  the  same  date,  tells  Ufr— 

"  This  Department  takes  pleasure  in  ststing  that  the 
public  money  continues  to  be  collected  and  deposited,  un- 
der the  present  system  of  selected  banks^  with  great  ease 
and  economy  in  all  cases,  and  with  greater  in  some  than  at 
any  former  period.  The  tranefers  of  it  to  every  quarter  of 
the  country  where  it  is  needed  for  disbursement^  have  never 
been  efiected  with  more  promptitude,  and  have  been  entire- 
ly free  of  expense  to  the  Treasury.  The  payments  to 
creditors,  officers,  and  pensioners,  have  been  punctual  and 
convenient;  and  the  whole  fiscal  operations  through  the 
State  banks  have,  as  yet,  proved  highly  satisfactory.  In- 
cidental to  this,  the  facilities  that  have  been  furnished  to 
the  commercial  community  in  domestic  exchanges  were 
probably  never  greater,  or  at  so  moderate  rates." 

Again,  he  says : 

"It  will  be  feen  that  the  situation  of  the  selected  banks, 
as  a  whole,  bears  an  enviable  comparison  with  the  rest.  In 
all  cases  deemed  proper,  they  have  given  collateral  securi- 
ty, and  all  are  believed  to  be  entirely  safe,  to  the  extent 
they  have  been  confided  in.  Their  discounts  have  been  in 
general  somewhat  increased,  but,  though  tempted  by  the 
enterprising  spirit  of  the  times,  not  usually  increased  in  a 
degree  disproportioned  to  all  their  available  means.  1'hey 
have  also,  in  some  cases,  been  able  to  aid,  and  have  liber- 
ally aided,  other  banking  institutions  in  their  neighborhood, 
by  as  large  and  long  balances  and  other  indulgences  as 
would  generally  appear  to  have  beea  sanctioned  by  correct 
principles." 

Now,  sir,  "  the  enterprising  spirit  of  the  times''  is  called 
by  the  hard  name  of  **  improvident  speculation" — «over- 
aetion !" 

In  *Hlie  last  annual  message,"  Decemlnsr,  1836,  the 
Greatest  and  Best  still  continued  to  say  : 


<*  Experience  oontinoes  to  realixe  the  expeetsiioiii  es- 
tertained  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  Sute  banks  to  pfcifeni 
the  duties  of  fiscal  agenU  for  the  GovemmeDf,  stthetiM 
of  the  removal  of  the  depo<*ites.  It  was  alleged  by  the  i4- 
vocates  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  that  the  Still 
banks,  whatever  might  be  the  regulations  of  the  TisuBrf 
Department,  could  not  make  the  transfers  reqared  bjr  ^ 
Government,  or  negotiate  the  domestic  exchaagei  of  dM 
country.  It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  the  real  dMMtie 
exchanges,  performed  through  discounts,  by  the  UdM 
Stales  Bank  and  its  twenty -five  branches,  were  htkut 
one-third  less  than  those  of  the  deposits  banks  for  sd  equl 
period  uf  time ;  and  if  a  comparison  be  instituted  betwcci 
the  amounta  of  service  rendered  by  these  institotioni, « 
the  broader  basis  which  has  been  ueed  by  the  sdvocsict^ 
the  United  Suies  Bank,  id  estimating  what  they  coo«idff 
the  domestic  exchanges  transacted  by  it,  the  mult  will  he 
still  more  favorable  to  the  deposits  banks.*' 

After  instituting  this  comparison,  the  mesasge  procfidis 

*'In  the  same  manner  have  nearly  all  the  predidi«i 
turned  out  in  respect  to  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  the  ^ 
posites— a  step  unqtte>tionabIy  necessary  to  prevent  tki 
evils  which  it  was  foreseen  the  bank  itself  would  coilfi«ii 
to  create  in  a  final  struggle  to  procure  a  reoewsl  of  iH 
charter.  It  may  be  thus  too,  in  some  degree,  with  thi 
further  steps  which  may  be  taken  to  prevent  the  eiceati^ 
issue  of  other  bank  paper,"  dtc 

Sir,  it  is  unnecessary  to  quote  further.  I  wiH  net  qotli 
from  Mr.  Woodbury's  testimony  before  the  invc«igttii| 
committee  of  which  my  colleague  [Mr.  GAativs]  ^ 
ch  lirman.  I  will  not  cite  passages  from  the  valedictory^ 
the  miserable  imitation  of  Washington's  farewrll  tddiMl 
I  will  not  stop  to  show  a  continuous  recommendatiorH  H 
cessant,  labored,  from  the  removal  of  the  public  deposM 
in  1833,  up  to  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  the  very  daj«U 
this  system  of  deposite  in  the  local  Iwnks  sunk  never  bm| 
to  rise ;  but  I  only  ask  of  you  and  all  men  to  contrtit  ah 
I  have  quoted,  to  compare  all  this  with  the  letter  of  ll 
immortal,  infallible  ex-President,  during  this  sammcr,  I 
nouncing  the  pet  bank  system  as  the  most  base  and  ptfl 
ious,  and  with  the  successor's  present  message,  coDfaNi 
that  the  experiment  has  failed  !  And  then  tell  mewbclh 
these  men  of  Gotham  are  again  to  be  trusted  in  their  R 
commendation  of  another  experiment !  Did  not  die  fiiM 
touch  their  very  noses  before  they  discovered  it  1  V  i 
they  were— I  will  not  mince  terms — fools !  Did  the;  to 
see  the  failure  ?  Where  is  the  warning  they  gave  1  Whi 
is  the  measure  they  took  for  safety  1  If  they  did  lbie( 
it,  and,  foreseeing  it,  gave  no  alarm,  took  no  meseuTei 
safety,  they  are— >knaves!  They  are,  undoubtedly,  U 
knaves  and  fools ! 

But  the  experiment  has  failed.  Why  1  is  the  next  qfl 
tion.  Sir,  why  should  this  experiment  have  fsikdt  ' 
was  wholly  and  solely  in  the  control  of  the  Execntive. 
it  has  faileil,  the  Executive  wholly  and  sol«ly  is  to  Um 
They  can  ofier  no  excuse;  they  have  no  pretext  thtt  tk 
favorite  bantling  has  expired  under  the  unkind  DOisiDf 
its  enemies.  1'he  administration  assumed  the  entin  i 
sponsibility,  took  upon  itself  the  sole  care,  and  wiekled  I 
whole  power  of  originating,  maturing,  regulating,  tod  « 
rying  out  its  own  experiment.  No  minority  can  be  bieiM 
Wo  were  in  a  minority,  and  too  weak  ev«n  to  ihroff 
stumbling-hk»ck  in  the  way  of  its  success;  sll  than 
could  do  was  to  predict  its  failure,  and  wofolly  has  ib«P 
diction  been  fulfilled  !  The  President  alone  rrmoved  I 
deposites ;  he  plsced  them  wherever  he  pleaeed,  on  h»* 
terms,  and  under  his  own  rules.  For  more  than  tki 
years  did  the  public  money  remain  in  the  custody  sod  ce 
Irol  of  the  Executive  hands,  without  authorily  of  or  fcf>' 
tiun  by  law.  Congress  was  so  yielding  and  obedi^  " 
it  left  its  legitimate  powers  derelict  to  Executive  •««■ 
tion.     The  President,  without  restraint  or  limit,  ofdd 
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the  ncmp%  safe-keeping,  ami  disbonements  of  the  public 
foodi  at  will;  he  took  upon  htroaelf  to  organize  a  confed- 
eration of  local  bftiikB,  obliged  his  peta  to  raiae  the  mini- 
mam  denomination  of  their  notea,  endeaTored  to  force  them 
toeonttituto  among  themaelves  a  ayatem  of  internal  ex- 
ebange,  backed  them  with  Government  credit  to  aocom- 
Bodaie  trade,  regulated  their  receipts  of  local  bank  paper; 
he  Moed  the  Treasury  ciicular  to  remove  the  specie  baaia 
af  drcalation ;  in  shorty  was  master  of  his  own  system. 
Wbj  did  it  fail  ? 

Sir,  there  ia  one  remarkable  fact  in  the  history  of  this 
ttlare,  which  should  not  escape  our  attention,  and  which 
sjunid  be  especially  noted  for  our  warning  and  our  instruc- 
tbn.  The  deposite  act  was  passed  by  Congress  in  June, 
1836,  and  the  very  first  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trevory  thereader  for  the  first  time  gave  notice  of  diffical- 
tiei  in  oor  finaneea.  Prom  the  removal  in  1833  up  to 
that  time,  the  time  when  Congress  had  again  asserted  its 
power  to  regalate  and  control  the  deposite  and  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  public  money,  the  n4»te  of  the  night  watch  was, 
ill  if  well!  the  system  works  well,  efficiently  and  safely, 
even  more  so  than  did  the  Bank  of  the  United  Butes. 
But  the  moment  that  Congress  again  assumed  its  powers, 
Ae  note  waa  changed,  though  darkly  and  dubiously.  No 
Mewoald  have  apprehended,  or  did  apprehend,  certain 
paMgesofthe  8ecreUry*s  report,  in  December,  1886,  as 
ftey  fflaat  be  understood  now.  The  report  of  Mr.  Wood- 
biy,  December,  1836,  says: 

•The  money  in  the  Treasury  has  been  safely  kept  du- 
Rngtlieyear  1836.  Until  July  last,  as  during  the  two 
pKriouB  years,  it  was  placed  in  the  State  banks,  selected 
|K)rJing  to  the  dbcretion  of  this  Department,  on  account 

■  their  high  standing  and  favorable  position  for  fiscal  pur- 
PMn,  and  regulated  in  a  manner  considered  most  secure 
!•  tbe  Treasury  and  convenient  to  the  community,  as  well 
II  neefal  to  all  concerned.  It  ia  a  source  of  high  gratifica- 
Mo  to  be  able  to  add,  that,  while  so  selected  and  etnploy- 
A  not  a  single  dollar  was  lost,"  &c.  "  Noris  it  believed 
•U  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country  were  ever 
WW  or  more  regular  than  during  that  period, "  Ac.  "But 
me  the  paaange  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  June  33d, 
S-M,  <to  regulate  the  depositee  of  the  public  money/  most 

•  the  discretionary  power  before  exercised  by  this  Depart- 
Knt  on  this  subject,  under  previous  laws  and  long  usages, 
M  been  considered  as  no  longer  poesessed ;  and  various 
riieitations  to  use  it,  though  some  of  them  were  in  cases 

■  extreme  hardship,  could  not,  therefore,  be  complied  with. 
Edieved  from  great  responsibility,  and  in  many  cases  from 
"Kb  delicacy,  in  the  exercise  of  it,  by  the  passage  of  that 
rt,  a  new  ay  stem,  in  conformity  with  ita  proviaiona,  and 
■puce  of  the  former  one,  was  at  once  cornmencefl  by  thia 
^rtment,  and  has  since  been  pursued  with  all  the  strict- 
(V  tod  regularity  which  the  nature  of  business,  soexten- 
'•  ^nd  complicated,  would  permit,"  &c. 

flow  did  the  law  create  any  embarrassment  to  the  Sec- 
'^^  ^  There  waa  a  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Con- 
"^ ;  the  Senate  had  been  prostrated  by  the  expunging 
^1  to  make  it- pliant  to  the  wishes  of  the  Bxecutive  in 

•  framing  of  this  law  as  well  as  others;  and  the  law  of 
UM,  1836,  did  no  more  than  sanction  the  then  existing 
^  of  finance,  -except  to  deposite  the  surplus  with  the 
^<M.  6ir,  the  oomplaint,  in  plain  English,  was,  that 
OQgress  was  an  incubus  upon  the  Bxecutive  will.  More- 
^»  tn  excuse  was  wanting  for  foreseen  disastera ;  here 
pfoo^  plain  and  poaitive,  that  the  Secretary  knew  that 

•  depositee  were  not  to  be  safely  kept  fi»r  the  year  1837  *. 
^  law  should  not  be  the  scape-goat.  The  Secretary  was 
)t  onder  the  law,  but  the  law  put  every  thing  undor  him. 
Im  administration  carried  out  its  experiment  in  its  own 
ty,  had  all  the  precautionary  means  of  safety,  and  every 
'portunity  of  foreseeing  embarrassments  in  its  own  pow- 
I  md  yet  the  pet  banks  were  the  finrt  to  suspend  specie 


paymenU !    The  first  bank  selected  after  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  June,  1836,  was  the  first  to  fail,  with  more  than 
a  million  of  Government  depositee  on  hand — the  Agricul- 
tural Bank  of  Mississippi  protested  a  Government  draft  of 
$130,000.     The  second  was  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Mis-- 
sisaippi :  the  third  was  a  Government  bank  in  New  York : 
the  fourth  aUo.     In  Philadelphia,  the  pets  were  the  first  to 
fall,  and  they  were  the  first  also  in  Virginia.     The  States 
favorable  to  the  administration  were  the  first  and  only 
States  to  legalize  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and 
to  sanction  by  law  an  irredeemable  paper  currency.     Ala- 
bama was  the  6r8t  State,  and  New  York,  Connecticut, 
Virginia,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Mississippi,  followed  suit. 
Such,  air,  was  the  end  of  **  the  better  currency,"  the 
swarm  of  yellow  jackets,  the  flow  of  humbug  metallic  cur- 
rency, in  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  in  the  in- 
ability of  the  Government  to  pay  its  just  debts,  in  less  than 
four  years  from  the  day  the  experiment  began  ! 

[Here  Mr.  Claibobitb,  of  Mississippi,  interposed  with 
these  remarks : 

Mr.  C.  said,  with  the  permission  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  he  would  set  him  right  as  to  an  error  into  which 
he  bad  no  doubt  been  led  by  the  current  reports  and  news- 
pupers  of  the  d<iy.  No  stay  laws  had  been  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi,  nor  had  that  body,  by  any  act, 
sanctioned  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 
The  Legislature  was  in  special  session  when  the  suspension 
took  place,  but,  as  far  as  Mr.  C,  was  informed,  it  express- 
ed no  opinion  en  the  subject  Great  distress  and  embar- 
rassment prevailed  in  Mississippi ;  at  that  period,  particu- 
larly, when  the  first  thock  was  felt,  property  suddenly 
depreciated  to  less  than  half  the  value  at  which  it  had  been 
quoted ;  but  this  distress  and  depreciation  had  been  greatly 
exaggerated  abroad,  and  every  press  at  the  North  seemed 
to  take  it  for  granted  that  relief  laws  would  be  paaaed.  No 
such  proposition  was  made  in  the  Legislature ;  the  public 
mind  revolted  from  the  idea ;  men  whose  property  was  un- 
der execution,  whose  horses  were  levied  on  in  the  plough, 
and  whose  negroes  were  absolutely  starving,  were  the  first 
to  insist  on  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  and  the  inviolability 
of  contracts.  This  was  emphatically  the  case  in  the  scc^ 
tion  of  country  from  which  he  came.  The  prospects  in 
Mississippi  were  now  brightening.  Some  of  our  banks 
were  adopting  the  most  liberal  and  judicious  measures  to 
relieve  the  people  and  sustain  themselves.  The  growing 
crop  is  very  heavy,  and  will  almost  extinguish  our  foreign 
debt.  An  abundance  of  provisions  for  domestic  consump- 
tion had  been  raised  ;  and  our  creditors  every  where  may 
be  assured  that  their  dues  will  be  paid  to  the  last  dollar. 
We  beg  not  for  indulgence,  but  it  is  to  their  interest  to 
grant  it  to  us.] 

Sir,  as  to  Mississippi,  I  derived  my  information  from  the 
newspapers  of  the  day.  It  may  be  wrong;  I  hope  it  ia 
so ;  but,  if  wrong,  it  affects  not  the  general  conclusion 
from  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  independent  of  the  course  of 
Mississippi.  The  quesUoo  still  reniaios  to  be  answered 
by  the  administration,  why  has  the  experiment  fidled  in  its 
bunds  1 

This  question,  sir,  brings  us  to  the  causes  assigned  by 
the  President,  l^he  message  says :  '*  The  operations  of 
credit  are  so  diversified,  and  the  influences  which  affect 
them  so  numerous,  and  often  so  subtle,  that  even  impar- 
tial and  well-informed  persons  are  seldom  found  to  agree 
in  respect  to  them."  And  yet,  sir,  though  this  subject 
of  credit  and  the  causes  which  affect  it  are  so  delicate  and 
subtle,  though  a  measure  touching  trade,  and  finance,  and 
currency,  and  the  main  support  of  all,  credit  tends  nobody 
knows  where,  or  to  what ;  and  though  every  safe  and  saga- 
cious statesman  will  ever  be  niled  and  guided  on  this  sub- 
ject by  the  light  of  experience,  and  the  history  of  what  has 
been  tried  in  the  past,  the  late  and  the  present  Executive 
have  laid  upon  credit,  finance,  and  currency,  the  rudest 
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hands  of  barbcrism  itself — have  knocked  down  every  fly- 
wheel and  regulator  of  either — have  destroyed  all  the  bal- 
ances of  trade,  and  have  set  the  machine  in  motion  at  an 
unprecedented  rate  of  velocity  towards  self-de<;truction — 
jast  to  try  experiments !  If  this  subject  be  so  delicate,  why 
has  it  been  so  harshly  tampered  with  by  experimenters  1 
The  message  continues : 

'<  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  ihatthoAe  who  disapproved 
•of  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  the  currency, 
would  fail  to  attribute  to  that  policy  any  extensive  embar- 
rassment in  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country.  The  mat- 
ter thus  became  connected  with  the  passions  and  conflicts 
of  party,  6lc.  It  tS|  however,  a  cheering  reflection  that 
circumstances  of  this  nature  cannot  prevent  a  community 
BO  intelligent  as  ours,  from  ultimately  arriving  at  correct 
conclusions." 

No,  sir,  party  itself,  with  all  its  blindness  of  partiality 
and  prejudice  and  passion,  cannot  so  dupe  any  as  to  make 
them  difler  about  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  this  experi- 
ment. I  venture  to  say  that  there  is  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion among  all  men  of  this  country  on  tliis  subject.  The 
President  may,  with  much  policy,  assume  this  difference 
to  exist,  but  it  is  unnatural  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
the  ** impartial  and  well-informed"  can  doubt  or  differ,  or 
that  the  ignorant  and  the  bribed  themselves  do  not  distrust 
the  real  causes.  No  flattery  of  its  intelligence  can  now 
cajole  the  community  into  the  theory  or  belief  of  other 
cause  than  one,  and  that  one  oouse,  in  one  word,  is — mis- 
goveniment  or  mal-adminislration !  The  primary  cause 
of  all  this  mischief,  the  message  tells  us,  is — overaction  ! 
What  is  thati  The  message  says,  Ist.  Increase  of  bank 
capital,  circulation,  loans,  and  discounts.  2d.  Foreign 
loans  and  debts.  3d  Domestic  debts.  4  th.  Speculations 
in  public  lands,  6lc,  5th.  Expenditures  in  improvident 
improvements.  6th.  The  diversion  of  labor  from  agricul- 
ture. 7th.  Luxurious  habits  of  the  peo|)le.  The  message 
says: 

'*  However  unwilling  any  of  our  citizens  may  heretofore 
have  been  to  assign  to  these  causes  the  chief  instrumental- 
ity in  producing  the  present  state  of  things,  the  develop- 
ments subsequently  made,  and  the  actual  condition  of  other 
commercial  couRtriesy  must  dispel  all  remaining  doubts 
upon  the  subject.'' 

Now,  sir,  I  affirm  that  there  are  no  "  impartial  and  well- 
informed  persons*'  who  are  unwilling  "to  assign  to  these 
very  causes  the  chief  instrumentality  in  producing  the " 
evils  of  the  present  times.  These  are  the  causes,  say  I, 
say  all.  These,  united  with  other,  and  impelled  by  other 
causes,  have  produced  the  mischief.  The  President  admits 
that  this  overaction  derived  its  first  impulses  from  antece- 
dent causes.  What  were  these  antecedent  causes  1  Here 
he  leavea  us  in  the  dark.  Sir,  I  will  tell  you.  These 
antecedent  causes  were  the  acts  of  the  Government  "Sol- 
itary and  alone,"  **  the  Government,"  amidst  the  warnings 
of  the  wise,  and  the  cheers  of  the  wicked,  who  batten  on 
the  spoils,  <*  put  all  these  balls  in  motion !"  How  did  the 
Government  impel  these  causes  ?  Sir,  a  virtue  ascribed  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  by  its  worst  enemies  was  its 
salutary  influence  in  checking  the  increase  of  bank  capital, 
and  the  constant  tendency  of  local  banks  to  over-issue.  In 
the  year  1833  the  war  waa  openly  commenced  and  declared 
against  that  institution.  It  was  as  certain  to  be  destroyed 
by  the  President  as  Carthage  by  Rome.  It  was  counted 
already  as  dead,  as  soon  as  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
was  justified  by  Congress.  As  long  as  it  existed,  there  was 
DO  necessity  for  more  banking  capital ;  it  supplied  the  wants 
of  trade  amply,  and  did  the  business  of  the  Government 
and  of  the  people  efficiently.  What  was  the  consequence 
of  iu  defeat  1  Sir,  listen  to  what  the  President  himself 
says  on  that  subject : 

*<  Ai  the  commencement  of  the  year  1834,  the  banking 
capital  ol  the  United  States,  including  that  of  the  national 


bank  then  existing,  amounted  to  about  two  hundred  miUtMtf ; 
the  bank  notes  then  in  circulation  to  about  ninty-five  mil- 
lions ;  and  the  loana  and  discounts  of  the  banks  to  thtee 
hundred  and  twenty -four  millions.  Between  that  tioeud 
the  1st  of  January,'  1836,  our  banking  capital  wa^incicaKA 
to  more  than  two  hundrod  and  fifty-one  roUlions;  our  paper 
circulation  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  miUions 
and  the  loans  and  discounts  to  more  than  four  hmidrtdud 
fifty-seven  milliona." 

Thus  was  the  banking  capital,  in  two  yean,  iocmsd 
more  than  fifty -one  millions,  paper  circulation  mote  thu 
forty  five  millions,  loans  and  discounts  more  than  one  hua- 
dred  and  thirty-three  millions ! — according  to  the  PrniikBt*! 
sUteroent  of  the  effect  of  destroying  the  only  safety-valii 
we  had  to  secure  us  from  this  learful  overac:ion.  Tu 
summary  of  the  President  doe4  not  vary  csscntiiily  fro« 
others  which  I  have  seen.  In  the  NatiooalGazcUeof.^pd 
8th,  1837,  you  will  find  the  2d  number  of  the  eMtyi  noda 
the  signature  of  An  Examiner:  numbers  which  lUAwi 
to  quote,  because  they  are  truly  able  and  philosophical co» 
menlaries  upon  the  political  economy  of  the  times.  TIkn 
it  is  stated  that  General  Jackson's  war  against  the  Bank  tl 
the  United  Sutes,  and  his  removal  of  the  deposita,  M 
in  the  seven  years  which  elapsed  between  the  1st  <f  Jsb* 
ary,  1830,  and  the  Ist  of  January.  1837,  piodoml  tk 
following  results: 

1st.  An  augmentation  in  the  number  of  banbta^M 
to  677 — an  increaae  of  367,  besides  146  brancbai. 

2d.  An  aogmcntation  in  banking  capital  of  the  Untt 
Slates  from  $145,192,268  to  $324,240,293-«n  inenai 
of$179,()00»000.  I 

3d.  An  expansion  in  the  circulation  of  bank  noleifroi 
$61,323,898  to$185,762,506— 4in  increase  of  paper  oioe^ 
of  upwards  of  $124,000,000.  j 

4ih.  An  augmentation  of  amount  of  depoaita%  puU 
and  private,  from  $56,559,928  to  $  1 54,54 1,894-ui^ 
crease  of  near  $9 1 ,  000. 000 

5th.  An  extension  of  the  amount  of  bank  loans  aiuiA 
C«)unU  from  $200,451,214  io  $590,892,661— on  iaottf 
of  upwards  of  $390,000,000;  a  aum  only  $l2,0U0,(KK)ll 
than  the  aggregate  of  the  increased  capiuls»  circuUtionai 
deposites.  ^    i 

To  test  the  question,  whether  the  Bank  of  tbarniN 
States  tended  to  prevent  an  increase  of  banking  capill 
you  have  only  to  compare  the  increaae  of  banking  cafi| 
in  the  periods  when  the  bank  did  not  axist  with  the^etiM 
during  which  it  did  exist. 

**  The  aggregate  capiul  of  the  banks  in  the  United  Stil 
was — 

In  1811,       -  -  -  -    $52,600,81 

1815,  ...  -      82,20U,« 

1816,  -  -  .  -  89,800,« 
1820,  -  .  -  .  102,100,01 
1830,  .  -  -  -  110,000,0( 
1836,  ....  196.250,01 
1836,  (to  the  month  of  August.)  ^    291,260,01 

'<Thus,  in  ten  years,  from  1820  to  1 830,  the  incrM 
bank  capital  in  the  United  Sutes  was  only  eight  mitiifl 
of  dollars ;  whereas^  in  the  six  following  years— no,  notfl 
but  only  five  and  a  balf-^the  increase  amounted  to  i 
prodigious  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  miilionsi 

Sir,  this  very  increase  of  banking  capiul,  issues,  kaa 
and  discounts,  of  which  the  President  now  complaiafli 
much,  was  caused  by  *Uhe  Government" — theEiacail 
itself-^in  warring  upon  and  dcMtroying  the  Uoited  M 
Bank  ;  and  was  encouraged  by  the  Executive  in  stiiaal 
ting  the  local  banks  with  the  public  deposites.  h «» 
part  of  the  experiment  itself  to  incivase  the  locsl  baokci| 
ital  in  order  to  supply  the  vacuum  produced  by  iheCdl 
the  United  States  Bank.  Aa  soon  as  that  institolisofl 
pired,  competition  in  banking  at  once  commenced.  T) 
question  among  the  States  was,  who  aball  nowfoiw 
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be  drrnbting  mediom  1  And  the  qQestion  tmong  the 
nikt  «•»,  wbo  shall  acqalre  the  (lovernment  patronage  ? 
I  hid  been  urged  vehemently,  by  the  friends  of  the  Uni- 
id  8(atfi  Bank,  that  if  the  Government  destroyed  that  in- 
iita:ioo  it  would  destroy  the  eirculating  medium,  currency, 
Ld  exchange.  Every  effort  was  made  by  the  Government 
»incet  aiui  answer  that  objection,  by  stimulating  its  pet 
loki  wifh  Government  credit  to  perform  all  the  functions 
nd  ofSen,  commercial  and  financial,  of  the  United  States 
liiik.  Iq  proof  of  this,  sir,  I  adduce  the  numerous  and 
nous  circulsfB  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department  from 
ttS  op  to  Ihe  moment  when  the  bobble  bursted  in  the 
Ming  of  1837.  \Hert  Mr.  Wisb  read  the  two  circulars — 
fittijrcii,  1834,  and  of  February  22d,  1836.] 
Tbe  deposite  banks  were  expressly  told  that  while  they 
id  the  *'  UM,  without  interest,  of  unusually  large  sums 
llbe  public  money,  they  should  make  some  further  tem- 
Vtty  laerifices  to  obtain  and  circulate  gold,  and  in  other 
ipccti  to  enlarge  the  specie  basis  of  our  eirculating  me^ 
n;"  and  all  thia  was  with  the  view  of  the  Department 
iaprove  the  currency  I  The  banks  were  appealed  to  to 
liUiih  a  credit,  mutual,  if  they  chose,  to  redeem  and  re- 
M  t  certain  amount  of  each  other's  bills,  as  they  might 
'Mnied  for  circulation  in  travelling  and  the  tranemis- 

■  of  fundi  at  a  distance.  They  were  regularly  notified, 
NWtb  their  agent,  Whitney,  bow  long  Government  de- 
•ilee  might  remain  in  their  vaults  for  them  to  trade, 
■K^  lusn,  and  discount  upon.  Sir,  I  adduce,  as  further 
I  eonclo»ive  evidence,  this  message  itself.  (6ee  page  11.) 
'*Tlie  use  by  the  banks,  for  their  own  benefit,  of  the 
■ey  dfpoBited  with  them,  has  received  the  sanction  of 
I  Government  from  the  commencement  of  this  connex- 
t  The  money  received  Irom  the  people,  instead  of  be- 
f  kept  till  it  is  needed  for  their  use,  is,  in  consequence 
inc  •atbority,  a  fund  on  which  discounts  are  made  for 
^  pro6t  of  those  who  happen  to  be  owners  of  stock  in  the 
ib  aelected  as  depositories.  The  supposed,  and  often 
Ifveisted  advantages  of  auch  a  boon  will  always  cause 
to  lie  sought  for  with  avidity.  I  will  not  stop  to  con- 
iron  whom  liie  patronage  incident  to  it  is  to  be  ccmfer- 
i{  wiMher  the  selection  and  control  be  trusted  to  Con- 

■  or  to  the  Executive,  either  will  be  subjected  to  ap- 
k  iDide  in  every  form  which  the  sagacity  of  interest 
fttggert.  The  banks,  under  such  a  system,  are  stim- 
kd  to  neke  the  moat  of  their  fortunate  acquisitiom^  the 
miles  are  treated  as  an  increase  of  capital ;  loans  and 
■lations  are  rashly  augmented ;  and,  when  the  public 
k^cies  require  a  return,  it  is  attended  with  embarrass- 
N>  not  provided  for  nor  foreseen.  Thus,  banks  that 
^i  ihemselvea  most  fortunate  vihen  the  public  funds 
k  received,  find  themselves  most  embarrassed  when  the 
bn  of  payment  suddenly  arrives. 

^Unfiirtooalely,  too,  the  evils  of  the  system  are  not 
fiM  to  the  banks.  It  stiuiulates  a  general  ra^hness  of 
tvpHK,  and  aggravatea  the  fluctuations  of  commerce 
[the  currency.  This  result  was  strikingly  exhibited 
jog  the  eperatioDB  of  the  late  deposite  system,  and  es- 
iiliy  in  the  purchaeea  of  public  lands.  The  order  which 
■>teij  directed  the  payment  of  gold  and  silver  in  such 
dieses,  greatly  checked,  but  could  not  altogether  pre- 
(i  the  evil.  Specie  was,  indeed,  more  difficult  to  be 
mreil  than  the  notes  which  the  banks  could  themselves 
H*  St  pleasure ;  but  still,  being  obtained  from  them  as  a 
"*  and  returned  as  a  deposite,  which  they  were  again 
Kberty  to  uae,  it  only  passed  round  the  circle  v^ith  di- 
l>>hcfl  speed.  Thia  operation  could  not  have  been  per- 
Nd,  had  the  funds  of  the  Government  gone  into  the 
•lufy  to  be  regularly  disbursed,  and  not  into  banks  to 
l^siMd  out  for  their  own  profit,  while  they  were  permit- 
10  iubstitute  for  it  a  credit  in  account.*' 
>  psge  13  he  further  goes  on  to  say  : 
^'Since,  therefore,  experience  has  shown  that  to  lend 


the  public  money  to  the  local  banks  is  haxardons  to  the 
operations  of  the  Government,  at  least  of  doubtful  benefit 
to  the  institutions  themaelves,  and  productive  of  disastrous 
derangement  in  the  business  and  currency  of  the  country, 
is  it  the  part  of  wisdom  to  renew  the  connexion  V* 

Sir,  who  gave  the  use  of  the  public  money  to  the  local 
banks,  for  their  own  benefit  1  Who  made  the  money  re- 
ceived from  the  people  a  fund  on  which  discounts  were 
made  for  the  profile  of  those  who  happened  to  be  ownera 
of  stock  in  the  banks  selected  as  depositories?  Who 
caused  this  boon  to  be  sought  for  with  avidity  ?  Who 
stimulated  the  banks  to  make  the  most  of  their  fortunate 
acquisition  1  Who  encouraged  them  to  treat  the  depositee 
as  an  increase  of  capital  1  Who  caused  loans  and  circu- 
lation to  be  rashly  augmented  1  Sir,  the  message  itself 
answers — *<the  Government,  from  the  commencement  of 
this  connexion  I"  He  needed  not  to  stop  to  consider  on 
whom  the  patronage  was  conferred ;  the  Government  sane* 
tion  was  given  to  all  this  monstrous  abuse  of  public  trust, 
fo^  reasons  best  known  to  him  who  now  sits  in  the  Presi- 
dential chair, — reasons  which  he  will  never  mention,  if 
nobody  else  does !  How  profligate  though,  and  insolent, 
must  that  man  be,  who  firat  stimulates  another  to  the 
height  of  intoxication  and  madness,  for  purposes  of  baae 
profit,  and  then  turns  upon  his  victim  and  tool,  and  de- 
rides and  denounces  him  to  the  world  ! !  Such  is  the  con- 
duct of  « the  Government" — the  Ex  and  the  In-President 
of  the  United  States,  towards  the  deposits  banks  I  The 
increase  of  circulation,  loans,  and  discounts  was  rather  an 
effect  than  a  cause.  Money  was  made  plenty  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Government.  Money  plenty — there  was  a  do- 
mestic demand  for  credit,  which  caused  domestic  debt ; 
and  the  same  cause  produced  our  foreign  debt,  and  large 
importations— our  speculations  in  public  lands,  and  in 
every  species  of  property.  The  Government -officers  es- 
pecially were  interested  and  engaged,  deeply  and  fraud* 
ulently,  in  these  very  land  speculations ;  and  the  imprwi- 
dent  extravagance  of  the  Government,  in  appropriating 
immense  suins  to  public  works,  drew  off  more  labor  from 
agriculture  than  all  the  private  speculations  of  the  nation 
could  have  done.  The  whole  system  tended  and  operated 
to  hallucinate  the  public  mind,  and  to  corrupt  the  public 
morals.  Cruel,  indeed,  is  it,  no  less  to  the  |)eople  than 
to  the  pet  banks,  to  blame  them  with  efiects  proceeding 
directly  from  the  mal-adminisiraiion  of  the  Government. 
In  no  other  point  of  view  are  they  to.be  blamed  for  their 
participation  in  the  wrong  than  fur  having  truaied  their 
great  interests  and  their  liberties  to  such  abandoned  and 
insolent  rulers !  The  Kystem  of  the  Government  was  not 
limited  to  the  banks;  it  did  stimulate  <*a  general  rashness 
of  enterprise,  and  aggravated  the  fluctuations  of  commerce 
and  currency." 

But  the  President  takes  comfort  in  his  miSfortnnes  from 
companionship  in  grief— from  alleged  dirtreeses  in  other 
countries.     He  says : 

**It  has  since  appeared  that  evils,  similar  to  those  suf- 
fered by  ourselves,  have  been  experienced  in  Great  Britain, 
on  the  continent,  and,  indeed,  throughout  ths  commercial 
world ;  and  that  in  other  countries,  as  well  as  in  our  own, 
they  have  been  uniformly  preceded  by  an  undue  enlarge- 
ment of  the  boundaries  ot  trade,  prompted,  aa  with  us,  by 
unprecedented  expansions  of  the  systems  of  credit." 

Now,  sir,  we  happen  to  have  an  authority  upon  thia 
point,  which  does  mtist  conclusively  show  the  fallacy  of 
this  position  assumed  by  the  administration;  an  authority, 
too,  which  lieautifully  illustrates  the  value  and  impoitauce 
of  a  national  bank  in  times  of  commercial  and  financial 
embarrassment  and  distress.  Sir,  I  call  the  atiention  of 
the  committee  to  a  *<  statement  rendered  in  the  name  of  tha 
Council  General  of  the  Bank  of  France,  by  the  Count 
D*Argout,  Goverjjor,*'  to  a  «*  general  meeting  of  the  stock« 
holders,  on  tha  3Cth  of  January,  1887."     (See  ''The  Fi* 


1643 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1644 


H.  own.] 


Sub'jyemury  Bill. 


[Oct.  13, 1887. 


nancial  Regigter  of  the  United  States/'  September  13tb, 
1837,  No.  6,  vol.  I.) 

Id  thif  important  docament  we  find  a  full  and  stticfac- 
tory  answer  to  this  part  of  the  measage,  contradicting  it 
expressly,  and  showing  where  the  commercial  criais  and 
pressure  commenced.     The  statement  says : 

<*  The  consolidation  of  public  order  has  favored  the  ex- 
tension of  commerce,  and  has  augmented  the  revenues  of 
the  State.  Commerce  has  demanded  of  the  bank  the  most 
ample  means  of  credit ;  the  increasing  wealth  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  renfiered  the  assistance  of  the  bank  less  necessary 
and  less  useful  to  it.  Far  from  regretting  the  diminution 
of  oar  relations  with  it,  we  ought  to  congratulate  oursHves; 
we  therein  find  a  certiin  proof  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  We  are  happily  very  far  from  those  critical  pe- 
riods, during  which  the  bank  had  at  the  same  time  to  assist 
commerce  and  to  aid  the  Treasury.  If  at  the  latest  of 
these  epochs  the  bank  was  enabled  to  furnish,  in  a  single 
year,  617  millions  to  commerce,  and  253  to  the  Treasury, 
she  feels  honored  by  the  recollection  of  it ;  but  she  felici- 
tates herself  at  not  being  at  this  day  called  upon  to  employ 
her  resources  otherwise  than  in  seconding  the  progress  of 
commerce,  or  in  protecting  it  against  a  return  of  those  dis- 
tressing vicissitudes  which  occasionally  happen. 

'*  It  is  to  this  Inst  result  that  »he  has  just  devoted  all  her 
efforts.  During  the  second  half  of  the  year  1836,  the  se- 
curity of  commerce  appeared  shaken,  confidence  was  for  a 
moment  weakened.  From  the  month  of  July,  some  symp- 
toms of  a  partial  distress  had  liegun  to  manifest  themselves. 
The  march  of  our  manufactures  had  been  so  rapid,  that 
there  couiJ  not  have  failed  to  arrive  a  period  of  reaction. 
Some  ezportations  of  coin,  the  importance  of  which  was 
exaggerated,  and  which  are  now  insensibly  reduced,  exci- 
ted a  certain  degree  of  anxiety,  when  a  crisis  rather  severe 
overtook  tb%  United  States.  The  scarcity  of  specie  raised 
the  interest  of  money  there  to  an  exorbitant  rate.  It  was 
at  London  that  thH  reaction  of  this  crisis  was  first  felt.  The 
Bank  of  England,  notwithstanding  the  power  of  her  means 
of  action  and  her  well-known  skill,  found  herself  obliged 
to  raise  the  rate  of  discount  from  4  to  4}  per  cent.,  and 
subsequently  to  6.  The  Bank  of  Amsterdam  imitated  this 
example.  France  could  not  withdraw  herself  entirely  from 
the  influence  of  these  events,  for  the  commerce  of  the 
whole  world  is  more  or  less  responsible  for  all  its  parts. 

**  Although  this  commercial  reaction  only  reached  us 
second-hand,  and  consequently  enfeebled,  it  could  nat  fail 
to  develop  the  seeds  of  embarrassment  which  I  have  just 
now  alluded  to.  Thus,  in  many  towns  of  the  kingdom, 
the  interest  of  money  rose  to  6  and  5},  and  even  for  a  mo- 
ment to  6  per  cent.  Money  became  scarce ;  demands  for 
sfiecie  were  addressed  to  Paris  from  different  points  of 
France,  and  from  neighboring  countries.  The  coffers  of 
the  bank  could  alone  furnish  it.  She  had  then  to  admin- 
ister simultaneously  to  the  wants  of  the  capital  and  to  those 
of  the  departments,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the  adjoining 
States.  If  the  bank  had  shown  the  least  hesitation,  fears 
would  probably  have  become  general.  The  public  funds, 
which  had  already  declined,  would  perhaps  have  expe- 
rienced u  much  heavier  depression ;  this  momentary  pres- 
sure might  have  been  converted  into  a  real  crisis. 

<<  The  bank,  in  this  situation,  restricted  neither  the 
length  of  time  which  paper  had  to  run,  nor  diminished  the 
amount  of  her  discounts.  She  delivered  up  to  the  circula- 
tion 108  millions  of  specie,  and  discounted  450  millions  in 
six  months.  She  maintained  nt  4  per  cent,  the  rate  of  her 
interest,  when  this  limit  had  beenexceoded  by  a  great  part 
of  Europe.  It  is  thus  that  she  was  able  to  arrest  or  to 
check  a  movement  which  seemed  to  he  assuming  a  sctIous 
aspect. 

*■  But,  in  order  to  accomplish  this,  she  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  extraordinary  precaution.  The  specie  on 
band  decreased  rapidly ;  it  was  necessary  to  replace  this 


reduction.  The  bank  purchased  eight  millioni  of  goM  it 
Paris;  she  drew  from  abroad  10,800,000  frtncR  in  «>er 
bullion.  The  premium  expended  in  procuring  the  goU 
will  sooner  or  later  be  made  up.  The  operation  od  tht 
bullion  occasioned  a  loss  of  105,000  francs.  Thii  loiskM 
in  some  measure  been  recompensed  by  more  ibanluit  &• 
counts ;  but,  even  had  it  l»een  imposnble  to  o\Atin  tnj 
compensation,  this  consideration  would  not  ha?e  prcnDtd 
the  Council  from  Uking  that  course ;  it  woald  eqosllj  laii 
adopted  it  without  hesitation,  inasmuch  as  it  wts  iaipat- 
onsly  called  for  by  the  interests  of  commerce ;  a  fact  vUdi 
it  now  frankly  declares  to  you  through  my  iristruaifliulitj. 

"  The  interests  of  commerce,  gentlemen,  are  tbeicfoa 
intimstely  allied  to  yours.  The  aggregate  of  the  dindeuA 
of  1836  have  given  you  a  proof  of  it  You  reeeiwd  ta 
1834  but  80  francs,  and  in  1885,  98 ;  the  year  1836  giia 
you  112  francs.-  This  is  the  highest  annual  itivideod (hi 
has  been  declared  since  the  creation  of  the  bank.'* 

So  much  for  the  prewiurc  in  Britain  and  onthecflBlisrt 
of  Europe.  Indeed,  sir,  I  believe  the  fact  was,  thoofk  I 
am  not  confident  in  stating  it  to  be  so,  that  cotton  tctwlj 
fell  in  New  Orleans  before  advices  were  received  rfiM 
in  Liverpool !  This  is  an  unexampled  fact,  if  it  »•»  m 
that  produce  should  fall  at  the  place  of  exporttlioii  heft* 
it  was  known  that  prices  had  diminished  stthemuketi 
sate !  The  fact  might  well  be  so,  owing  to  the kikmi 
our  own  merchanta,  and  the  total  want  of  fichinge*  • 
home.  I  have  endeavored  to  obtain  accurate  iiifcnMM* 
as  to  this  fact.  I  have  only  the  information,  howeWi  cjj 
tained  in  Mr.  Raguet's  contmonication  in  the  Nuiw 
Gazette  of  the  14lh  of  September  Ia9t,  under  the  ligMttl 
of  ««  An  Examiner;"  and  a  letter  from  an  intelligent g^ 
tieman  of  Philadelphia  to  a  friend  assures  me  that  'Ml 
heavy  failures  in  New  Orleans  [Herman,  Brigg»,  &0* 
dtc]  took  place  about  the  end  of  February,  or  Uie  1*1 
2d  of  March.  This  was  riiortly  before  the  bad  nets* 
received  from  Liverpool."  ^ 

But,  sir,  there  were  other  cansea  of  this  cata*io|* 
proceeding  from  the  action  of  the  (Jovemment,  bewte* 
increase  of  banking  capital,  circulation,  loans  and  diseosBl 
besides  foreign  and  domestic  debts,  and  the  other  cisi 
enumerated  in  the  mesrage.  Besides  the  importtiifli* 
some  ten  millions  of  silver  dollars  from  abroad,  whidiej 
menced  with  the  removHl  of  the  depoaites  in  October,  IM 
and  Continued  until  July,  1834,  and  "wbichwouWl 
have  been  imported  in  the  ordinary  coarse  of  trade,"  < 
whirh,  in  part,  incw^ased  the  iasues,  loans,  and  di»oiil 
of  banks,  and  the  debts  consequently  of  individuilei » F 
cecd  to  enumerate  the  ''gold  bill"  as  one  of  the  raoft  !*■ 
inent  acts  of  «*the  Government"  which  caused  p»«J* 
abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  I  voted  for  that  bill,  tod  tM 
fore  owe  an  apology  for  my  vote.  The  best  apology  j  < 
make  is  the  only  one  which  the  friends  of  the  sdmini* 
tion  con  make  for  it— I  a»k  forgiveness,  for  I  knew  not  J 
I  did  I  The  party  and  the  President  were  bent  on  tbeffc 
of  gold  ;  to  increase  its  amount  in  the  country  wss  "tp 
of  the  system."  1  could  not,  at  the  time,  see  how  tJ»< 
change  in  part  of  a  silver  for  a  gold  basis  wouU  injoie' 
though  I  confess  I  did  not  understand  how  it  was  to  ba 
fit  the  country,  and  I  was  anxious  that  the  sdmiDiat»* 
should  have  no  excuse  left  for  the  failure  of  the  expert* 
if  it  should  fsil,  as  it  has.  It  is  singular  enough  that » 
than  one  means  which  were  selected  to  make  the  eipi 
ment  successful  and  permanently  efficient,  have  conwil* 
most  signally  to  its  failure.  So  did  the  gold  bill-  j 
manner  in  which  it  has  done  so  Is  clearly  demonstraiM 
the  2d  No.  of  ««  An  Examiner."  (See  NaUonal  Gs* 
of  Aprils,  1887.) 

•'Suffice  it  to  say,  that  a  more  unfortunate  meaaiw 
the  country  cuuld  scarcely  have  been  devised,  as  I  wills 
endeavor  to  make  apparent. 

«By  the  mint  regulations  of  1791,  the  relative  ^ 
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Ktwern  pun  gold  and  pure  silver  was  assumed  to  be  L  to 
15;  Uiat  iBf  one  ounce  of  pare  gold  was  assumed  to  be  the 
iqvTaJent  of  fifteen  ounces  of  pure  silver,  and  according 
» this  proporiioa  were  the  gold  eagles  and  silver  dollars, 
iw)  ibeir  fractioos  regulated.  For  some  years  our  cur- 
io^ vts  composed  partly  of  gold  and  partly  of  silver ; 
01  it  80  happened  that,  prior  to  the  year  1818,  the  relative 
aloe  of  these  two  metals  had  undergone  a  change  in  the 
incril  market' of  Europe^  so  that  one  ounce  of  gold  could 
Mdilj  be  exchanged  for  more  than  fifWen  ounces  of  silver. 
lie  cooeequencs  of  this  was,  that  whenever  coin  was  re* 
sired  to  be  exported  to  Europe,  gold  was  sent  in  prefer- 
M8  to  silver ;  and  this  exportation  continuing  until  the 
Mr  1838,  scarcely  a  goM  coin  was,  at  that  period,  left  in 
ifeoiaiioii.  Even  the  gold  which  was  subsequently  pro- 
Deal  in  the  Southern  States  went  abroad  in  search  of  its 
|«ffihnL 

"Bj  this  disappearance  of  gold,  the  currency  of  the 
Uied  Slates  became  virtually  a  currency  of  silver.  Silver 
iflirs  and  their  fractional  parts  were  the  coins  nniversally 
■ployed.  As  the  basis  of  a  banking  system,  they  had 
I  the  viloe  of  gold ;  and,  if  their  portability  was  not  as 
■t,  ibey  were  far  more  convenient  than  gold  to  the  great 
M  of  the  people  in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life. 
tt  this  was  not  all.  The  currency  of  tlie  United  States 
M  plicod  in  a  state  of  independence  as  regards  the  cur- 
Ky  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  of  gold ;  so  that  each 
M7,  in  the  management  of  its  banking  sy store,  had 
If  to  look  to  itself.  An  expansion  or  contraction  of  the 
pircQrrency  of  either  country  had  but  a  triDing  influence 
•■  the  corrency  of  the  other,  and  the  commercial  pros- 
^  of  aeither  was  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  other. 
I^Ose  remarkable  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  position  is 
kfottod  io  the  wcIUknowti  fact  that  the  great  panic  and 
^ra  for  money  which,  in  the  year  1825,  brought  the 
ikof  England  to  the  verge  of  stopping  specie  payments, 
I  tlioliitely  compelled  eighty  private  banks  to  stispend, 
>  Dot  felt  in  the  United  States  as  a  general  pressure  for 
McjTi  although  many  eommercial  disasters  resulted  from 
■U  io  lbs  price  of  cotton,  in  which  article  heavy  specu- 
la* hsd  been  entered  into.  Another  proof  is  to  be 
•>!  in  the  condition  of  Great  Britain  during  the  period 
Foeial  Jackson's  panic  above  referred  to.  Whilst  we 
l^fron  her  near  four  millions  of  silver  dollars  in  the 
^of  a  year,  it  produced  no  pressure  for  money  in  the 
MiAn  market  The  writer  remembers  noticing  that  fact 
ntioM  of  its  occurrence,  and  he  is  fortunate  in  being 
Moaoaiftin  it  by  evidence  which  will  not  be  disputed. 
^  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  has 
p  heretofore  assumed  as  authority  for  most  of  his  calcu- 
M^  there  is  a  table  giving  'the  aggregate  amount  of 
^  circulated  in  England  and  Wales,  by  the  Bank  of 
jlnid,  by  private  banks,  and  by  joint-stock  banks  and 
jrhraocfaes,'  at  the  following  dates: 
^her  28,  1833,  when  the  amount  was  £37,681,104 
■^      29,  1834,  do  do  98,735,827 

^        38,  1834,  do  do  29,207,682 

IJ^  *>Aportationi«  of  dolUrs  from  England  to  the  Uni- 
fies commenced  in  November,  1833,  one  month  after 
"Booval  of  the  depositee,  and  continued  until  July,  1834, 
Q  the  news  of  the  passage  of  thn  gold  bfU  reached  that 
^\  and  yet  we  find  that,  between  the  28th  of  De- 
^y  1833,  and  the  28th  of  June,  1834,  the  currency 
"Ogland,  so  far  from  having  been  contracted  in  conne- 
^  of  that  importation,  was  positively  increased  more 
i  seven  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  estimating  the 
Dd  fierling  at  $4  80.  'VhiA  arose  from  the  circum- 
*n  that  silver  dollars  were,  in  England,  mere  articles 
icvchandise ;  and  the  alMtraction  of  a  few  millions  of 
B  could  produce  no  more  eflfect  upon  the  currency  of 
M  Britain  than  the  exportation  of  an  equal  value  in 
'  or  Wad,  dry  goods  or  hardware. 


<*  But  this  was  not  all.  The  steadiness  of  the  English 
currency  prevented  a  fall  from  taking  place  in  the  prices 
of  cotton  and  other  American  produce,  which  would  have 
occasioned  great  loss  to  the  American  shippers,*  whilst, 
at  the  same  time,  it  enabled  British  capitalists  to  extend 
relief  to  our  merchants,  by  the  acceptance  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, or  by  ahipments  of  specie. 

<<  By  the  gold  bill,  enacted  on  the  28th  of  June,  1834, 
the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  was  changed  so  as  to 
render  an  ounce  of  gold  the  equivalent  of  about  sLxleen 
ounces  of  silver.  Another  law  was  paased  on  the  same 
day,  declaring  certain  foreign  coins  a  legal  tender,  one  of 
the  effects  of  which  was  to  make  the  Britit^h  sovereign,  or 
gold  pound  sterling,  equal  in  value  to  about  $4  87^  of 
American  currency  ;  and  the  joint  effect  of  the  two  was  10 
render  gold  the  preferred  metal  on  all  occasions  where  iro« 
portationa  of  specie  from  Europe  were  called  for  by  the 
operations  of  commerce.  From  the  date  of  the  passiig* 
of  theae  laws,  the  shipments  from  Europe  were  ordered  to 
be  made  in  gold  instead  of  silver, j-  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  this  demand  reaching  the  cofiers  of  the  B«nk  of 
England,  the  great  repository  of  gold  in  Europe,  produced 
an  immediate  etfect  upon  the  currency  of  Great  Britain, 
by  compelling  the  banks  to  contract  their  issues.  Hence 
we  find,  by  the  Secretary's  table,  above  referred  to,  that  a 
contraction  took  place  in  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  in 
England  and  Wales,  so  that,  on  the  37th  of  Septemlter, 
1834,  the  amount  was  reduced  to  i£28,691, 112,  and  on  the 
2Sth  of  December  to  je27, 729,828,  being  a  diminution  of 
upwards  of  seven  millions  of  dollars. 

«( From  these  facts,  supported  by  the  documentary  evi- 
dence of  the  IVeasury  Department,  as  well  as  Ivy  sound 
reason,  it  is  manifeat  that  the  passage  of  the  gold  bills 
identified  the  British  and  American  currencies,  and  render- 
ed each  forever  thereafter  liable  to  be  influenced  by  the 
other.  Expansions  and  contractions  can  now  hardly  fail 
to  be  simultaneous,  and  henceforth,  more  than  at  the  period 
when  the  sentence  was  first  pronounced  by  Mr.  Gorham, 
in  Congress,  must  it  be  truo,  that  <  the  barometer  of  the 
American  money  market  hangs  up  at  the  Stock  Exchange 
in  London.'  Overissues  by  the  English  banks  cannot  fail 
to  excite  overissues  by  the  American  banks  ;  for,  as  Great 
Britain  is  the  country  in  which  almost  all  our  exchange 
transactions  with  thQ  world  are  concentrated,  if  the  British 
standard  of  currency  be  depreciated  below  the  metallic 
standard  of  the  continent,  we  shall  feel  its  effects  in  our 
currency,  without  being  able  to  detect  it.  *  Shall  feel,*  did 
I  ssy  ?  We  do  already  feel  it ;  and  there  cannot  be  a 
question  that  our  present  pecuniary  embarrassments  have 
been  greatly  augmented  by  the  operation  of  this  cauae,  re- 
sulting from  one  of  Gen.  Jackson's  'byinble  elTorts'  to  re- 
store the  constitutional  currency. 

<*  With  these  evidences  before  him  of  the  practical  oper- 

<*  *  In  support  of  ihi*  piwithm,  the  writer  is  able  to  slafa  that,  having 
examined  iho  pricos  uf  cotion  quuieti  in  commercial  letters  fruiii 
Liverpool  hou0ps  of  the  greatest  res{ieciabili(>'.  he  haa  fuiiud  ihe  high* 
est  quotations  to  have  ln^n  as  fullowit,  at  tliO  dates  respect ively  men- 


tiuned,  fur  uplanda  of  the  best  una 
1833.  d. 

OctoJ-er30  .  9 

N"veml)er23 
l/cceniU»r  7 

Decpmbvr31  .  .        9i 

January  4  9| 

February  21  .  .9 


ity 

1S34^ 
Marth  22 
April  23  . 
Way  16  . 
June  7  . 
Julys 
August  33 
September  30 


"t  The  agcreifate  amount  of  gold  coio  and  ituUion  imported  durtn« 
the  vrar  ending  on  the  33th  S^piembrr,  1S34,  was  93,766,172,  of  which 
£(l.9->2,960cttme  from  England,  ai>d  8^^24,673  from  France- 

*' The  aK!;regate  amouat  <  f  sold  imported  durius  ihe  year  endinson 
30iii  .September,  183.%  was  ti>2o,196,  of  which  •i,U96',10t}catue  from 
England,  and  $143,955  cnme  from  France. 

"It  is  probable  that  nearly  the  whole  of  this  gtdd  was  imported 
within  the  last  sis  months  of  the  year  1S31,  under  onlere  siven  aAer 
the  passive  of  the  gold  bill,  and  before  the  country  had  recurered 
from  ihe  shock  which  led  to  the  impjirtnifjn  of  coin.  There  was  ev- 
poited  during  tlifs  same  year,  in  gold,  t  )'irif679,  proiMhly  during  the 
\aA  six  mon'.ns  of  the  finanrial  year. 
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Sub-Treasury  Bill, 


[Oct.  W,  1837. 


Qtion  of  a  law  which  wan  capablo  of  producing  the  most 
disastrous  results,  General  Jackson,  had  he  understood  the 
subject,  would  have  abstained  from  any  active  participation 
in  rendering  it  more  mischievous  and  fatal  than  the  ordi* 
nary  operations  of  commerce  would  have  rendered  it.  But 
not  si).  Oarricd  away,  in  the  pursuit  of  bis  ignU  fatuus^-^ 
his  *  constitutional  currency' — he  arrogated  to  himself  the 
right,  by  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  his  executive  authority, 
of  imposing  a  tax  upon  the  owners  of  the  French  indem* 
nity.  Those  citizens  were  entitled  by  treaty  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  France,  with- 
out any  deduction  whatever,  either  for  the  purpose  of  gJori- 
fying  General  Jackson,  or  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him 
to  pursue  his  favorite  Jack  o^ Lantern,  They  were  also 
entitled  to  their  money  without  a  mementos  unnecessary 
delay,  and  the  manifetftly  plain  course  which  justice  de- 
manded to  be  pursued  was,  to  have  given  each  claimant  a 
bill  upon  Prance  for  the  amount  of  his  claim,  to  be  nego- 
tiated or  collected  in  the  mode  which  best  might  suit  him. 
This  course  was  urged  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
by  some  of  the  claimants,  who  proved  it  to  be  the  cheapest 
and  most  prompt  mode  by  which  they  could  be  placed  in  pos- 
session of  their  property  ;  and  it  is  evident  that,  had  any  of 
the  claimants  wished  gold  for  his  share,  he  could  have  im- 
ported it  upon  quite  as  favorable  terms  as  the  Government.* 
But  no.  The  demands  of  justice  weighed  nothing  in  the 
scale,  when  opposed  to  the  glory  of  '  the  constitutional  cur- 
rency.' Orders  wero  sent  to  France  to  transmit  the  amount 
of  the  four  instalments  of  the  indemnity  paid  in  February, 
1336,  amounting  to  near  four  millions  of  dollars,  in  gold. 
To  procure  this  quantity  of  gold,  a  draft  was  made  upon 
the  London  market,  which,  if  it  did  not  create,  at  least  as- 
aisted  to  augment,  that  pressure  upon  the  British  currency 
which  commenced  in  April,  and  which  every  one  knows 
has  been  continued,  with  occasional  fluctuations,  up  to  the 
llth  March,  1837,  the  date  of  the  last  advices^  and  which 
has  been  latteily  augmented  by  the  additional  demand  for 
nearly  another  million  of  dollars,  the  amount  of  the  fifth 
instalment  of  the  indemnity  paid  by  Franca  in  February 
last.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  whole  pressure  on  the 
Bnglish  money  market  within  the  last  year  has  been  occa- 


"  *  Exchange  on  Paris  at  New  York,  for  a  bill  at  60  days'  sight,  be- 
tween the  %X  of  March,  anil  the  luih  uf  June,  1336,  fluctuated  froia 
what  is  called  ^.25  U*  5.40,  making  an  averaf  of  5.321.  The  par  ejt 
change  on  Paris  is  about  5.35^:  that  is,  one  dollar  of  Anipricau  cur- 
rency is  equivalent  to  3  franca  and  33)  centimes,  or  one-hundredth 
uirts  of  a  franc.  Tlie  exchange  then  was,  at  the  period  mentiuned, 
naif  |ier  cent,  above  par;  which,  addrd  to  one  per  cent,  which  a  bill 
at  »ighl^  such  as  ihe  Government  had  a  right  to  draw,  and  p4>rhap8  half 
per  cenl.  for  the  superior  sfcuriiy  of  a  Govprnment  bill  over  a  private 
bill, would  make  aboui/tro/wrcen/.  thai  the  claimantfl  would  have  re- 
ceived beyond  the  amount  of  their  claims.  It  is  true  that  the  exchance 
upon  France  miglit  have  fallen  someihiug  in  conaetiuencp  of  Uie  in- 
creased supply  of  billfi,  but  this  could  not  have<H(ualIed  the  Ir>ss  which 
the  clHiniauissusiained  by  the  delay  to  receive  their  money,  which  was 
nut  paid  until  July,  and  which  was  then  subject  to  a  deduction  for  the 
expenses  of  freight,  insurance,  and  cuumiissiuns  incident  to  the  Im- 
portaUtui  of  the  gold. 

"The  b<*«i  coiiuneniary,  however,  u|X>n  the  folly  of  lhes«J  imporia- 
ti»ii8  is  to  be  foimd  in  tho  fjllowinjT  nriiclo,  which  is  copkd  from  the 
Wiishiti'ilon  Gl  bo  of  tho  Isl  of  April : 

'*  *  NsAPOLiTAX  iNDaaiNiTr.—The  lost  New  York  American  con- 
tained iho  following : 

"'The  Bunk  of  A'n»»ric:i  will  alsi  draw  ihHr  bills  on  the  Rolhs- 
chil-!2»,  f  f  Paris,  for  upwards  of  a  inillimt  of  fmncs.' 

"  '  Tho  aiwve  sum,  whicli  ths  B.uik  of  America  propos'^  lo  draw 
for,  is,  we,  presfump,  on  accuum  of  the  next  insialuiont  fulling  due 
umlirr  tho  Ne«fx)liian  treaty. 

'•'  The  bank  liavinc.  as  we  learn,  on  "^p  n  credit  lo  a  large  aniounl 
u|j<m  the  Rothschilds,  but  b»^lng  unwilUnz  toav«il  of  It,  under  exisi- 
i  11^  circumstances,  sn^et^sted  that  tho  next  instabneni,  to  be  paid  in 
May  or  June,  might  Ih}  anticipated  under  that  credit. 

'■ '  rh«  Secretary  of  iho  Treiiaury,  we  arc  informed,  finding  that  the 
inteipst  if  the  claimants,  in  the  pi  "sent  sia'o  of  thinss,  would  be  pro- 
moted by  availing  of  the  present  liij^h  rate  of  excimnge, over  any  other 
mode  of  bringin<*  home  ttte  funds,  and  that,  to  li.e  extent  uf  the  same, 
they  michi  b«'  iis^d  m  rnlieve  thp  community,  nnJi-'sitatin^ly  a.«8*>nted 
to  iht*  su'^gestiiin,  and  directed  the  iMeasrs.  Welles,  the  a-ients  for  re- 
ceiving tho  indemnity,  in  pay  it  over  to  the  Mpsiirs  Ituthschilds  us  s  <»n 
iis  recviv^l,  to  reimburMJ^ihein  for  ihu  bills  drawn  inamicipation  uf 
its  rnceipl. 

" '  It  is  lor  this  sum,  and  u|y>n  this  arrangement,  we  prosum»»,  the 
lUnk  oi  Aiwrica  proiK»sod  to  j-kws  the  bills  on  Paris.'  " 


sioned  by  the  last  mentioned  *  humble  el&rts'  to  nitm 
<  the  constitutional  currency.'  Other  demands  for  goU 
have  existed,  amongst  Chem  one  by  the  Bank  of  AnMfia, 
the  principal  deposite  bank  in  New  York,  and  one  by  tb 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  rendered  expedient  b;  the  rapid 
return  of  her  notes  for  payment  in  the  early  part  of  18tf, 
owing  to  the  substitution  in  their  place,  throughout  Ik 
Western  and  Southwestern  country,  of  the  notn  of  raie 
of  Gen.  Jackson's  three  hundred  and  fiftj-sevennewbuks. 

*'  Of  the  practical  operations  of  these  two  'humhiec^ 
forts'  upon  the  immediate  iuterasts  of  the  citizsoi  of  the 
United  States,  it  behooves  us  now  to  speak. 

'<  The  contraction  of  the  British  carreocy,  as  erenrii- 
talligent  observer  knows,  has  been  to  create  a  preasan  fa 
money  in  England,  which  has  produced  thefuMosriogn- 
aults : 

*'  1.  Tho  market  rate  of  interest  has  been  w^naaA 
from  2}  to  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  first  rats  commcrdil 
paper,  which  has  had  a  tendency  to  keep  monej  in  Eig* 
land  which  would  otherwise  have  sought  investment  in  tbi 
United  States. 

"  2.  British  merchants  are  prevented  from  accepiioft 
with  their  accoatomtMl  freedom,  the  bills  of  exchange  dnva 
upon  shipmenta  of  American  produce. 

*'3.  British  cpitalista  are  less  able  than  before  to  nokl 
advances,  or  loans  on  the  security  of  American  ilodD^ 
which  cuts  off  a  large  source  from  which  capital  hnbHtf 
heretofore  supplied  for  our  various  internal  impniv^eiM^ 

**  4.  British  manufacturers  are  leas  able  thsn  hertto' " 
to  give  credit  to  such  of  our  importing  merchants  ui 
quire  it. 

"  6.  The  price  of  cotton  baa  fallen,  sines  the  fir 
January  last,  four  or  five  cents  a  pound,  in  Enfland,! 
which  Amoncan  shippers  will  lose  twenty  or  twintj^ 
per  cent,  upon  the  stocks  gone  forward,  and  by  whicb< 
cotton  planters  will  be  deprived  of  a  corresponding 
greater  amount,  as  the  fall  of  prices  at  the  Soalhhist 
ready  made  evident. 

"And  now  it  only  remains  for  as  to  inquire  how  W 
these  'bumble  efibrta'  tended  to  restore  *the  oonilM 
tional  currency  V  Has  the  importation  of  thirty  milM 
of  gold  and  silver  pushed  any  paper  out  of  circnUtiaV 
So  far  from  it,  the  amount  of  paper  baa  augmenltd,  tfl 
have  yhown,  to  an  incredible  amount.  The  banks  til NJ 
to  have  acted  upon  the  principle  that  their  poiser  to  d 
and  keep  their  notes  in  profitable  circulation  was  jo^ 
proportion  to  the  specie  they  had  on  hand,  and  aceordid 
we  have  seen  that,  just  in  the  measure  that  Genciil  id 
son  supplieil  them  with  one  million  of  dollars  in  ceio,lli 
supplied  the  public  with  three  millions  of  dollars  in  p«^ 
So  much  for  the  soundness  of  this  '  coustttuiioaal  a 
rency  ;'  and  now  for  its  uniformity. 

<'On  the  2d  of  Janury,  1830,  when  General  JaeksoiV 
his  message  to  Congress,  in  reference  to  the  Bank  of  t 
United  States,  said  that  <  it  must  be  admitted  l>y  aU  ^ 
it  has  failed  in  the  great  end  of  establishing  a  uniform  I 
sound  currency,'  the  ratea  of  domestic  exchange  aort 
follows,  as  apppears  from  the  J>}ew  Vork  shipping  ' 
commercial  list : 


Richmond, 
North  Carolina, 
Charleston, 
Savannah, 
New  Orleans, 


1  per  cent,  discoont 
2  to  2i^  do. 

4  to  2  do. 

l|to2  do. 

1    to  1^  do. 


<*The  rates  on  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  the  daT«l 
General  Jackaon  wrote  his  farewell  addreas,  as  quoted 
the  same  authority,  are  as  follows : 


Richmond, 
North  Carolina, 
Charleston, 
Savannah, 
New  Orleans 


1  to  1 J  per  cent  discM 
2^  do. 

2^  to  3  do. 

2^  to  3  do. 

3    to  4  do. 
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Oct.  13,  1837.] 


Sub-JTrtoMury  Bill. 


[H.  OP  R. 


*<Let  theee  two  ubles  speak  for  themieUef. 
''And  oow,  reader,  with  all  these  proofs  before  you,  of 
the  total  Allure  of  all  General  Jackson*a  schemes  of  finance 
MO  joa  read  the  following  passage  in  his  farewell  address, 
wiilioot  Mkiog  yourself  whether  he  was  really  in  earnest  1 
"'My  huinbie  efiforts  have  not  been  spared  during  my 
tdmioisUaUon  of  the  Government  to  restore  the  constitu- 
liooai  earreocy  of  gold  and  silver,  and  something,  I  trust, 
bsbeeo  done  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  most  de- 
arable  object.'  ,  AN  EXAMINER." 

in  addition  to  these  causes,  set  in  operation  by  the  Gov- 
cnnneot,  eame  the  celebrated  Treasury  order  or  circular  of 
Jaiy  1 1,  1836.  This  circular  enacted,  by  Executive  order, 
that  after  the  LJSth  day  of  August,  1836,  the  receivers  of 
pobtic  money  and  the  deposite  banks  should  receive  in  pay- 
iifolofthe  public  lands  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  and 
bthepruper  places  Virginb  land  scrip.  Frauds,  specu.- 
bUofls,  and  monopolies,  in  the  purrhase  of  the  public  lands, 
10(1  excstfive  bank  credits,  were  made  the  pretext  of  this 
extraordinary  measure,  when  these  frauds,  speculations, 
■oflopuliea^  and  excesses  of  every  dcsoriptien,  had  been 
koowQ  for  a  long  time  to  the  administration,  and  partici- 
piied  in  |Mrticularly  by  ••  the  party,"  from  the  removal  of 
the  dapodtes  to  the  moment  when  General  Jackson  was 
WHwd  vindictively  to  prevent  the  deposites  with  the 
wei,  directitJ  by  the  deptwite  act  of  June.  1836.  What- 
jrer  other  difierence  of  opinion  there  may  be  as  to  the  ef- 
Kctf  of  this  order,  all  will  agree  that  it  removed  the  specie 
« the  country  from  the  large  importing  cities  artd  the  mo«t 
iBportantplicesof  trade,  and  placed  it  in  the  *•  far  West," 
where  it  waa  k>cked  up  in  the  land  offices  or  Western  de- 
i^\t  bank^  and  rendered  unavaiiable>to  commerce  and  to 
«e  wants  of  trade  io  an  anomalous  period  of  unexampled 
Fotj  and  pressure  !  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
u>»  [Mr.LsoABs,]  as  I  understand,  admiu  this  effect  of 
^  circular,  and  that  it  accelerated  a  revulrtiou,  the  scarcity 
11  which  the  President  says  none  had  correctly  anticipated. 
Ilid  the  specie  of  the  country  been  permitted  by  the  Gov. 
•fBmeot  to  remain  where  trade  required  it  to  be,  none  can 
Mj  that  U)e  same  extent  of  «uin  would  have  been  felt,  or 
tui  it  would  have  been  felt  so  soon. 

Such  sir,  are  some  of  the  <'antocedent  causes"  whence 
'oTeractiun''  derived  *«iu  first,"  and  I  may  add,  iu  last 
'  unpulsea .'"  Forsooth,  I  had  nearly  omitted  one  cause, 
Jomeraied  by  Mr.  SecreUry  Woodbury,  which  the  Presi- 
■nt,  in  his  wisdom,  entirely  overlooked — the  over-prod uc- 
^  of  cotton  I  The  over- prod  uciiim  of  cotton  ! — there  is 
«  example  of  a  financier  for  you !  Oh !  rare  Levi !  Much 
^^  widely  bad  be  spoken,  if  he  had,  in  ascribing  the 
ttOK*  of  our  disasters,  enumerated  the  potent  retison  that 
*<  had  at  the  head  of  tho  Treanury  Department  a  financier 
1^0  regards  the  producu  of  labor  and  industry  as  causes 
"Btiional  poverty  and  bankruptcy  !  A  head  that  has  not 
«B  wool  gathering,  but  picking  cotton ! 

in  the  comparison  of  our  condition  with  that  of  other 
^uniriea,  the  President  admiU  that  <*  the  inost  material 
■'uereoce  between  the  results  in  the  two  countries  (United 
^lef  ami  Great  Britain)  has  only  been,  that,  with  us,  there 
^  tlao  occurred  an  extensive  derangement  in  the  fiscal  af* 
*'J»of  the  Federal  and  8ute  Governments."  Ay,  sir,  there 
*Uie  rah!  Why  has  there  not  been  in  England  and  in 
Jince  the  same  extensive  derangement  in  fiscal  afiairs  as 
J^the  United  Slates,  whilst  there  has  been,  according  to 
owteage,  **lhe  same  redundancy  of  paper  money  and 
^^  faciliues  of  credit ;  the  same  spirit  of  speculation ;  the 

?*  Psrtial  successes :  the  same  difiiculties  and  reverses ; 
^xn"  ^^9>^  nearly  the  same  overwhelming  catastro- 
^^      Is  it  because  our  finances  have  net  been  managed 

well,  that  we  have  had  Levi  at  the  helm,  or  that  we  had 
^  ••  France  and   England   h'ld,  the  great  conservator, 
^  lifs-pfeserver,  a  national  bank  1     Sir,  this  «  material 
eace"  is  owing  to  UHh  reasons.     W«  deprived  oiu* 
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selves  of  the  means  of  preserving  credit,  disabled  the  ship 
before  the  storm  eame  on,  shipped  an  incompetent  crew, 
and  a  worse  pilot;  and  when  the  hurricane  came — as  hur« 
ricanes  in  trade  will  come  as  certainly  as  storms  on  the 
ocean — it  swept  over  us  at  mercy — struck  the  ship  of  State 
down  on  her  beam  ends — dismasted,  and  leaking — and 
there  she  will  lie,  with  hope  only  to  aid  her  until  the  de- 
spairing mariners,  now  standing  on  her  sides  with  spy-glass 
in  hand,  shall  discover  far  out  upon  the  <<dim  distant  sea" 
a  speek  of  sail  sent  by  Providence  alone  to  right  ship,  and 
save  all  hands  from  a  watery  grave!  Strong  canvass,  new 
rigging,  ballast  and  compass,  and  skilful  crew  and  pilot, 
will  not  prevent  the  storm,  but  they  alone  can  save  the 
ship  from  the  tempest  when  it  blows.  So  with  s  national 
bank  and  other  means  of  regulating  finance  and  curren- 
cy—they cannot  prevent  the  vicissitudes  of  trade  and  com^ 
merce,  or  wholly  arrest  their  ravages  and  disasters,  but  they 
can  save  us  from  despair  and  death  !  The  report  of  the 
Bank  of  France  proves  this  at  this  moment.  That  nation 
was  not  only  guarded  from  death  and  despair,  but  restored 
to  health,  and  sustained  in  actual  prosperity,  by  sustaining 
a  national  bank,  whilst  we  have  been  nearly  destroyed  by 
destroying  one. . 

But,  why  trace  the  causes  of  this  revulsion  in  our  afiairs  t 
Sir,  thf)  administration  knew  from  the  first  that  the  State 
hanks  were  unsound.  In  proof  of  this  I  refer  you  to  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Taney,  of  the  16th  of  April,  1834,  pages  4 
and  5.     Ho  says : 

*'If  the  estimate  I  have  made  uf  the  proportion  between 
the  paper  circulation  and  the  specie  in  possession  of  the 
banks  be  correct,  or  nearly  so,  the  condition  of  the  curren- 
cy is  obviously  such  that  the  nation  should  nut  be  content 
with  it,  nor  desire  to  continue  it  in  its  present  state.  It  ia 
an  immense  superstructure  of  paper,  resting  on  a  metallic 
foundation  too  narrow  to  support  it.  It  has  never  been 
sustained  by  itf  own  inherent  strength,  but  by  public  con- 
fidence. When  every  one  firmly  believes  that  the  notes  of 
the  banks  will,  on  demand,  be  paid  in  coin,  they  will  read- 
ily circulate,  and  answer  all  the  purposes  of  money.  But 
the  moment  that  confidence  is  impaired,  they  luse  their 
value  as  a  part  of  the  circulating  medium,  and  are  returned 
upon  tho  banks  for  a  redemption  in  specie,  and  the  diQ>rO" 
portion  between  tho  paper  circulation  and  tho  coin  prepa- 
red to  redeem  it  is  so  great,  that  it  is  constantly  liable  to  have 
its  chief  support,  public  confidence,  withdrawn  from  it.'* 

I  refer,  also,  to  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  local 
banks,  furnished  about  the  same  time  by  the  Hon.  R.  H. 
Wilde,  of  Georgia,  and  printed  by  order  of  (he  House  of 
Representatives  in  tho  session  of  1833-'34.  Thus,  sir, 
the  administration  knew  from  the  beginning  that  these 
agents,  the  local  banks,  could  not  stand  the  shocks  of  trade. 
The  President  himself  says,  <*  that  the  prospect  of  revul- 
sion was  present  to  the  minds  of  considerate  men  before  it 
actually  came."  Why  was  no  warning  given,  no  prepa- 
ration madel  Were  our  rulers  not  ** considerate  men!'* 
Is  it  not  true,  as  I  have  shown,  that  op  to  the  fourth  day 
of  March  last  they  were  still  crying  in  the  night-watch, 
*'ail  is  well  !'*  Sir,  they  knew  of  these  causes,  and  they 
intended  their  efiects !  No  matter  what  are  the  causes,  the 
ruin  is  here !  and  the  administration  designed  to  bring  it 
upon  the  country  for  the  diabolical  purpose  of  estsblishing 
upon  this  ruin  a  Tieasury  bank  ! 

Yes,  sir,  the  very  result  of  all  theM  causes  of  mischief, 
whatever  they  may  be,  ia  now  proposed  an  the  second  sys« 
tern — another  experinient !  This  result  is  what  has  bee 
aimed  at  all  the  time — the  final  triumph  of  Executive  pow- 
er^-the  total  ruin  of  the  liberties  of  the  country — the 
complete  union  of  the  '*  purse  and  sword!"  In  the  very 
midst  of  our  calamities  and  misfortune,  we  are  told  to  take 
up  the  very  condition  of  distress  into  which  we  have  been 
thrown  by  mismanagement  and  corruption,  and  to  organ- 
ize it  into  a  permanent  system  of  finance    ay,  sir,  from 
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one  quarter,  not  the  most  inconiiderable  and  uninfluential 
source  of  these  mischiefs,  we  have  heard  boasting  and  ex- 
nltstion  at  the  calamities  of  the  country.     A  letter  written 
from  St.  Louis,   August  11,  1837,  signed  by  Big  Bully 
Bottom,  Tom  Benton,  ••congratulates"  the  party  in  Ohio 
••  on  the  success  of  General  Jackson's  endeavors  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  currency  !*'     8ir,  that  man  is  misun- 
derstood— that  letter  does  not  embody  impudence  and  ef* 
frontery  to  much  as  it  sets  forth  the  real  feelings,  and  shad* 
ows  the  designs  of  those  in  power — he  knows  their  secrets — 
to  force  upon  us  now  the  execrable  end  of  policy  which 
they  have  always  aimed  at — to  make  the  Government  a 
bank,  and  the  President  of  the   United  States  and  '^the 
party'*  its   '•President,  Directors,  and  Co.!"     This  is  not 
the  desperate  courage  or  bravado  of  a  ruffian,  who  is  forced 
to  brave  every  danger  in  the  last  extremity,  but  it  is  the 
chuckling  of  a  fiend  who  has  really  reached  the  diabolical 
end  he  aimed  at  over  the  distresses  and  suiferings  and 
ruin  of  a  whole  people !     He  knows  that  the  danger  now 
is  not  the  re-establishment  of  a  national  bank,  but  that  a 
revolution  in  the  Government  is  already  effected  by  forcing 
a  ••  scourged  country"  and  an  ••  humbled  democracy"  into 
a  system  of  sub-treasuries  which  will  subvert  all  our  an- 
cient institutions,  and  laugh  this  republic  to  scorn  !   Above 
all  the  passages  in  the  message — except  one,  which  I  shall 
presently  notice — the  roost  phaiisaical  and  insincere,  is  that 
in  which  the  President  says  he  is  ••sensible  that  adequate 
provisions  for  these  unexpected  exigencies  could  only  be 
made  by  Congress ;  convinced  that  some  of  them  would  be 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  public  service,  before  the 
regular  period  of  your  meeting;  and  desirous,  also,  to  ena- 
ble  you  to  exercise,  at  the  earliest  moment,  your  full  con- 
stitutional powers  for  the  relief  of  the  country,  I  could  not, 
with  propriety,  avoid  subjecting  you  to  the  inconvenience 
of  assembling  at  as  early  a  day  as  the  state  of  the  popular 
representation  would  permit.     I  am  sure  that  I  have  done 
but  justice  to  your  feelings  in  believing  that  this  inconve- 
nience will  be  cheerfully  encountered,  in  the  hope  of  ren- 
dering your  meeting  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  country." 
Sir,  why  was  Congress  called  at  all  1     Dues  it  matter 
whether  we  act  at  all  ?    Has  the  President  not  put  the  sys- 
tem in  operation,  and  Is  it  not  in  full  blast  ?     Yes,  sir,  by 
the  fiat  of  the  Executive,  by  a  single  ••circular"  from  the 
Secretary's  pen,   is  the  sub -Treasury  system  called  into 
being,  full  formed  and  perfect.    See,  sir,  see  with  what  des- 
patch, with  what  unity  and  simplicity  of  action,  one  will 
controls  already  the  destiny  of  this  nation.     See  this  circu- 
lar, and  know  the  will  of  your  master : 

••  Circular  to  receivers  of  public  moneys, 

••Trbasurt  Dxpaktmsht,  May  13,  1837. 
••If  the  bank  where  you  deposite  should  suspend  specie 
payments,  you  will  keep  in  your  own  hands  safely  the  pub- 
lic money  you  have  in  possession,  or  may  hereafter  receive, 
till  further  directions  are  given  to  you  by  this  Department 
how  to  deposite,  transfer,  or  pay  it,  or  any  portion  of  it, 

••  Yon  will  report  to  this  Department  weekly  the  amount 
on  hand.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

«•  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,*' 

By  this  simple  instrument — a  circulsr! — have  magic 
changes  been  wrought  in  the  form  and  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment ;  it  has,  by  such  means,  l>een  truly  made  a  ••sim- 
ple machine !"  After  having  done  the  deed,  and  put  the 
system  into  full  operation,  then  Congress  is  called,"  not  to 
deliberate,  not  for  consultation,  but  to  register  Executive 
edicts,  or  ti>  adjourn !     He  proceeds : 

'•  For  the  deposite,  transfer,  and  disbuRsement  of  the 
revenue,  national  and  State  banks  have  always,  with  tem- 
porary and  limited  exceptions,  been  heretofore  employed  ; 
but,  although  advocates  of  each  system  are  still  to  be  found, 
it  is  apparent  that  the  events  of  the  last  few  montha  have 
greatly  augmented  the  desira,  long  existing  among  the  peo- 


ple of  the  United  Statea,  to  separate  the  fiacal  opeittions  «f 
the  Government  from  those  of  individuals  or  corporaliooi'' 
How  long,  I  would  inquire,  sir,  has  this  desire  ••to  iep> 
arate  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government  from  tfaoMrf 
individuals  or  corporationa"  existed  1  Not  longer,  sortlj, 
than  since  the  1th  day  of  March  last.  Sir,  what  said  Mr. 
Taney,  on  the  15th  of  April,  1834  1  (See  his  letter  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  pp.  9,  10.)  Afio 
saying  ••  the  State  banks  are  now  so  numerous  and  aren 
intimately  connected  with  our  habits  and  pursuits,  that  it  ii 
impossible  to  suppose  that  the  system  can  ever  be  entirfij 
abandoned — nor  is  it  desirable  that  it  should  be"— he  pn- 
coeds : 

••  If  there  were  no  State  banks,  the  profitable  biuioM 
of  banking  and  exchange  would  be  monopoliied  bj  lbs 
great  capitalista.  Operations  of  this  sort  require  apitil 
and  credit  to  a  large  extent,  and  a  private  iDdividaal,  ia 
moderate  circumstances,  would  be  unable  to  conduct  ihoa 
with  any  advantage.  Yet  there  is,  perhaps,  no  buinctf 
which  yields  a  profit  so  certain  and  liberal  as  the  bunoM 
of  banking  and  exchanges;  and  it  is  proper  that  it  ibould 
be  open  as  far  as  practicable  to  the  most  free  competition, 
and  its  advantages  shared  by  all  classes  of  society.  Indi- 
viduals of  moderate  means  cannot  participate  in  then,  vb* 
less  they  combine  together,  and  by  the  union  of  msny  idmB 
sums  create  a  large  capital,  and  eatablish  an  eitemite 
credit.  It  is  impossible  to  accomplish  this  object  witboot 
the  aid  of  acts  of  incorporation,  so  as  to  give  to  the  com- 
pany the  security  of  unity  of  action,  and  save  it  from  flu 
disadvantages  in  the  frequent  changes  in  Ihe  partncnfai}^ 
by  the  death  or  retirement  of  some  one  of  the  nuroeroM 
partners.  The  incorporated  banks,  moreover,  under  proj« 
regulitions,  will  ofler  a  safe  and  convenient  invertmen'Oi 
small  sums  to  persons  whose  situations  and  porvaits  di«« 
ble  them  from  employing  the  money  profitably  in  any  other 
mode,  ft  is  not  more  liable  to  be  loat  when  vested  in  ^ 
Block  of  a  bank,  than  when  it  ia  loaned  to  inditidwk. 
The  interest  on  it  is  paid  with  more  punctuality,  snd  it  eii 
be  sold  and  converted  into  cash,  whenever  the  owner  d^ 
sires  to  employ  it  in  some  oth#r  way.  And  if  a  larger  por* 
tion  of  the  metal  is  iAfused  into  the  circulation,  the  bu* 
ness  of  banking  will  become  more  sound  and  wholeooraj 
and  less  liable  to  the  disasters  from  which  it  has  mSm% 
under  our  extravagant  and  ill-organized  system  of  ptptf 
issues.  It  will  render  investments  in  banking  eorapuw 
entirely  safe  and  secure  to  the  holders,  and  aflbrd  ihem  tbi 
almost  absolute  certainty  of  a  reasonable  profit,  witboot  en- 
dangering the  capital  invested  in  it. 

«•  For  these  reasons,  it  is  neither  practicable  nor  de«* 
ble  to  discountenance  the  continuance  of  the  Stite  hinte 
They  are  convenient  and  useful  also  for  the  purpoie* « 
commerce.  No  commercial  or  manufacturing  coromunij 
could  conduct  its  business  to  any  advantage  without  in*' 
eral  system  of  credits,  and  a  facility  of  obtaining  moDCjon 
loan  when  the  exigencies  of  their  business  may  reqaivc'l' 
This  cannot  be  obtained  without  the  aid  of  a  paper  cirmij- 
tion  founded  on  credit.  It  ia,  therefore,  not  the  interert  » 
this  country  to  put  down  the  paper  currency  •******^' 
The  great  object  should  be  to  give  it  a  foundation  ^n^'* 
it  will  safely  stand.  A  circulating  medium  cotnpooed  • 
paper,  and  gold  and  silver,  in  just  proportions,  would  n« 
be  liable  to  be  constontly  disordered  by  the  accidentil  «»• 
barrassments  or  imprudences  of  trade,  nor  by  a  c^"*]}?' 
tion  of  the  moneyed  interest  for  political  purpoeee.  W 
value  of  the  metala  in  circulation  would  remain  the  i«i>J 
whether  there  was  a  panic  or  not,  and  the  proportion  * 
paper  being  less,  the  credit  of  the  banka  could  not  be  ^ 
readily  impaired  or  endangered." 

What  said  Mr.  Woodbury  in  December  of  the  «»• 
year  1  (See  the  report  of  the  SecreUry  of  the  Tre>«7 
'•  On  the  present  system  of  keeping  and  disburBinjtl»«  I*''' 
lie  money."    Ileoember  12,  1884.) 
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"  With  tbe  causes  of  these  last  and  most  important  fail- 
lies  happening  from  time  to  timej  as  the  table  shows,  to 
be  tery  last  year,  this  branch  of  our  inquiry  haa  no  panic- 
iltr  concern  except  to  discriminate  them  fiom  others,  and 
hMD  iny  special  connexion  with  the  system  that  prevailed 
rom  1811  to  1816.  Whether  they  aroM  from  an  unsound 
lolic;  pQfsaed  by  (be  United  States  Bank,  or  from  circum- 
lioces  which,  under  tho  paper  system^  neither  legislation 
lorcautioa  can  always  avert,  or  from  leaa  justifiable  rea- 
ODs,  lad  in  spite  of  all  the  salutary  influence  the  national 
■ok  could  exercise,  it  is  a  singular  fact,  in  praise  of  thia  de- 
aiption  of  public  debtors,  the  aelocted  banks,  that  there  is 
tot  DOW  due  on  deposites,  from  the  whole  of  them  which 
ttve  ever  stopped  payment,  from  the  ostRblishment  of  the 
icncbtation  to  the  present  moment,  a  sum  much  beyond 
vbitiiDOw  due  to  the  United  States  from  one  mercantile 
Irm  thtt  stopped  payment  in  1825  or  1826,  and  of  whom 
■pie  security  was  required  and  supposed  to  be  taken  un- 
fer  ibe  responsibility  of  an  oath." 

"  [f  we  include  the  whole  present  dues  to  the  Govem- 
KDifrom  discredited  backs,  at  all  times  and  of  all  kinds, 
Aether  as  depositories  or  not,  and  embrace  even  counter- 
A  bills,  and  qjhtj  other  species  of  unavailable  funda  in 
KTreaaory,  they  will  not  exceed  what  is  due  from  two 
IdifirnM.    Of  almost  one  hundred  banks,  not  deposito- 
|m,  wbii-h,  during  all  our  wars  and  commercial  embar- 
HUDents,  have  heretofore  failed  in  any  part  of  the  Union, 
I  debt  to  the  Government,  on  their  bills  or  otherwise,  it 
riD  be  seen,  by  the  above  table,  that  the  wllblo  of  them, 
pept  seventeen,  have  adjusted  every  thing  which  they 
Nf  and  that  the  balance  due  from  those,  without  inter- 
I  is  less  than  $82, 000.     Justice  to  the  State  banking  in- 
IBUOM,  as  a  body,  whose  conduct  in  particular  cases  haa 
taijilybeen  objectionable,  but  whose  injuries  to  the  Gov- 
ineot  have  been   almoet  incredibly  exaggerated,   and 
Me  great  benefits  to  it,  both  during  the  existence  of  our 
0  national  banks,   and  while  neither  of  them  existed, 
we  been  almost  entirely  overlooked,  has  led  me  to  make 
ff  inutiny,  and  submit  its  results,  under  a  hope  that  it 
lul,  in  some  degree,   not  only  vindicate  them  from  much 
'merited  censure,  but  justify  this  Department  for  the  con- 
Dce  it  furmerly,  and,  in  the  great  improvement  of  their 
ition  and  of  the  financial  affairs  ot  the  Government, 
racently  reposed  in  them.     Under  these  circumstances, 
Hry  favorable,  with  the  new  security  and  examinations 
led  for,  if  our  former  small  losses  by  them,  in  keeping 
Paying  over  the  public  revenue,  under  circumstances 
Te7  adverse,  are  compared  with  our  large  losses,  either 
eolieclingor  disbursing  that  revenue,  their  present  safety 
to  be  as  great  as  is  consistent  with  the  usual  opera- 
of  the  paper  system,  or  with  the  credit  which  must 
71  be  intrusted  by  Government,  in  some  way  or  other, 
■{eats  of  some  kind  in  keeping  the  public  money.     In 
''Mderbg  their  safety,  it  should  be  constantly  recollected 
the  owners  and  managers  of  banks,  when  properly  reg- 
*  by  legislative  provisions  in  their  charters,  are,  like 
individuals,  interested  to  transact  business  securely  ; 

t desirous  of  making,  and  not  losing,  money  \  and  that 
>e  circumstances,  with  the  preference  in  case  of  failure 
NongtDg  to  depoattora  and  holders  of  their  bills  over  the 
••ckholders,  united  with  the  security,  if  not  priority,  given 
Jihc  Government,  render  them,  in  point  of  safety,  genc- 
Vly  oiueh  superior  to  individual  agents  of  the  United 
j~'  It  is  to  be  further  remembered  that  many  of  the 
JJ^  losses  occurred  indirectly  and  remotely  from  war 
•a  ^barrassments,  afTecting  deeply  tho  whole  communi- 
M*  well  as  banking  institutions,  and  from  the  injurioua 
Mueoce  of  which  calamities,  banks,  whether  of  State  or 
^led  States  origin,  can  never  claim  a  full  exemption ;  that 
^correct  principles  of  banking  were  at  that  time  less  gen- 
J^J  understood  and  practised  than  at  the  present  time ; 
*"*  ihe  selected  banks,  by  the  course  of  our  cxpenditurea 


and  coUecttODe,  were  then  exposed  to  more  onerous  duties 
and  hazards ;  and  that  leas  full  iuformation  of  their  true 
condition  was  then  possessed  by  this  Department." 

Such  were  the  views  of  both  Secretariea,  and  the  only 
heads  of  the  Treasury  Department  sinee  the  removal  of  the 
public  depositee  in  1838.     In.  1835,   General  Gordon,  of 
Virginia,  made  his  celebrated  proposition  in  the  House  of 
Kepreaentalivea,  to  receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in 
payment  of  tbe  public  dues,  and  to  make  the  rec-eivera  of 
public  money  its  depositaries.     Sir,  it  becomes  me  to  give 
the  history  of  that  proposition.     At  the  time  it  was  made, 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  deposite  and  safe-keeping  of  the 
public  money  was  before  tho  House,  and  then,  too>  the  din 
of  jingling  promisee  to  give  us  a  hard-nwney  Government, 
a  metallic  currency,  and  a  circulation  of  gold,  was  almost 
deafening.     I  know  the  promises  were  false  and  tbe  pro- 
fessions were  hollow  then.     I  knew  that  the  administration 
could  not,  if  it  would,  do  what  it  professed,  and  I  was  anx- 
ious only  that  its  inability  and  weakness  and   *<  humbug- 
gcry"  might  be  made  manifest  before  its  measures  brought 
upon  the  country  this  present  crisis  which  I  then  foresaw. 
With  my  colleague.  General  Gordon,  the  proposition  was 
sincerely  made.     He  was  opposed  to  the  constitutionality 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  distrusted  the  system 
of  employing  the  local  banks  as  depositories.     He  came  to 
me  with  bis  scheme,  and  asked  if  I  would  vote  for  it     I 
told  him,  at  first,  that  I  would  not;  that  it  was  as  objec- 
tionable to  me,  even  more  so,  than  tbe  other  measure ;  that 
I  had  no  scruples  about  the  constitutionality  of  a  national 
bank :  and  I  thought  then,  as  I  think  now,  that  it  alone 
could  insure  the  safety  of  the  public  money,  and  restore 
our  finances  and  currency  to  a  healthy  and  sound  condi- 
tion.   But  there  was  no  proepect  of  a  recharter  of  a  United 
States  bank,  and  I  was  forced  to  vote  for  or  against  the 
only  other  two  measures  to  be  adopted.     He  asked  me,  as 
an  act  of  courtesy  to  him,  to  vote  to  let  his  proposition  in. 
I  consented  to  vote  for  its  introduction  into  the  Hoase« 
warning  him  that  I  should  finally  vote  against  its  paseage 
if  it  was  likely  to  succeed.     I  voted  aAerwards  for  it,  on 
the  main  proposition,  as  many  of  the  opposition  members 
did,  simply  to  show  that  the  administration  did  not  desire 
what  tiiey  then  professed,  as  now,  to  aeparate  the  fiscal  op- 
erations of  the  Government  from  those  of  individuals  or 
corporations !     I  knew  that  *<  the  party"  and  that  the  then 
powera  would  not  sustain  the  proposition,  or  I  should  have 
voted  against  it.     It  then  required  but  few  administration 
votes  to  carry  the  measure  \  but  behold !   as  I  calculated, 
they  voled  against  it  to  a  man  !     The  vote  on  the  proposi« 
lion  of  General  Gordon  then  protea,  if  it  provea  any  thing, 
that  there  was  no  such  desire,  as  the  President  says,  has 
existed  for  a  long  time  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  in 
the  spring  of  1836 !     It  would  be  as  easy  to  show,  sir,  that 
there  was  no  such  desire  expressed  as  late  aA  the  4th  of 
March*  1837.    The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
PicKaNs,]  however,  is  right ;  the  propoaition  to  separate  the 
Government  from  the  banks,  and  to  destroy  all  banking  in- 
stitutions, is  not  new;  it  originated  with  Fanny  Wright; 
but  the  desire  which  the  President  describes  has  continued 
for  a  long  time  only  with  that  part  of  **  the  Government** 
ycleped  Thomas  Hart  Benton.     The  great  expunger  and 
humbugger  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  locofoco  doctrines 
into  Congress,  and  to  give  them  character  before  the  na- 
tion; and  let  me  tell  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Pickens,]  that  he  wiU  be  deceived  who  thinks  to  deprive 
Benton  of  his  hobby — that  if  these  destructive  doctrines  are 
to  come  into  vogue  and  in  favor  with  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple, Denton  is  as  much  identified  with  them  as  Thomas 
Jefferson  was  with  the  doctrines  of  '98*  and  he,  (Benton,) 
and  no  other  man  under  the  sun,  will  ride  into  power  on 
their  popularity ! 

But,  sir,  however  old  this  proposition  to  divorce  the  Gov* 
ernmcnt  from  all  banking  corporations  may  be,  thero  is  a 
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doctrine  nevr  under  the  sun  contained  in  this  notable  mes- 
sage.    The  President  expressly  refrains  from  suggesting  to 
Congress   <*aoy  specific  plan  for  regulating  ihe  exchanges 
of  the  country,  relieving  mercantile  embarrasements,  or  in- 
tei  fering  with  the  ordinary  operations  of  foreign  or  domes- 
tic commerce,  from  a  conviction  that  such  measures  are  not 
vrithin  the  constitutional  province  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  that  their  adoption  would  not  promote  the  real 
and  permanent  welfare  of  those  they  might  be  designed  to 
aid."     He  says  the  accommodation  to  dometic  exchanges 
"is  now,  indeed,  after  the  lapse  of  not  many  years,  de- 
manded from  it  (the  Government)  as  among  its  first  du- 
ties," &e.     When  was  this  accommodation  not  demanded 
of  the  Government  as  among  its  first  duties  1     Certainly, 
to  afford  this  very  accommodation  wan  among  the  most  oft- 
repeated,  though  oftener  violated  promises  of  General  Jack- 
son's administration,  from  the  removal  of  the  public  depos- 
ites,  in  1833,  up  to  the  4th  day  of  March  last.     Every 
message  of  President  Jackson,  from  the  one  period  to  the 
other,  and  every  report  of  his  respective  Secretaries,  as  well 
as  the  numerous  circulars  of  the  Treasury  Department,  the 
reports  of  the  Committees  of  Ways  and  Meaas  in  this 
House,  and  other  documents,  will  show  that  the  currency  of 
the  country  at  large,  its  domestic  exchanges,  Its  commerce, 
and  alt  its  monetary  interests,  were  taken  especially  under 
tfie  guardian  care  and  protection  of  this  same  most  benefi- 
cent Government,  which  then  promised  us  a  better  currency, 
and  now  tells  us  we  must  not  l(K>k  to  the  Government  "for 
too  mueb !"   Surely,  sir,  the  present  incumbent  is  not  about 
to  falsify  his  promise  to  "  follow  generally  in  ths  footsteps 
of  his  illustrious  predecessor;"  or  does  he  mean  to  follow 
them  as  my  young  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Crockktt] 
felicitously  expresses  it,    "by  taking  the  back  tracks  1" 
Sir,  it  is  profitable  now  to  recur  to  the  wholesome  doctrines 
of  the  preceding  administration  respecting  the  duties  and 
powers  of  this  Government  in  relation  to  a  sound  and  oni- 
lorm  currency.     (See  Executivo  documents,    1833-*84, 
No.  2,  pages  6,  6,  10,  11.)    In  this  report  of  Mr.  Taney, 
after  insisting  "that  the  interests  of  the  country  would  not 
be  promoted  by  permitting  the  depositee  of  the  public  mo- 
ney toccmtinue  in  the  bank  until  its  charter  expired,"  he 
says: 

"  Besides,  the  principal  circulating  medium  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  and  the  one  most  commonly  used 
in  the  exchange  between  distant  places,  consists  of  the 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank  and  its  numerous  branches. 
The  sudden  withdrawal  of  its  present  amount  of  circulation, 
or  its  sudden  depreciation  before  any  other  sound  and  con- 
▼enitsnt  ourrency  was  substituted  for  it,  would  certainly 
produce  extensive  evils,  and  be  sensibly  felt  among  all 
classes  of  society.  It  is  wail  understood  that  the  superior 
credit  heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  not  founded  on  any  particular  confidence 
in  its  mantigement  or  solidity.  It  was  occasioned  alto- 
gether by  the  agreement  on  behalf  of  the  public,  in  the  act 
of  incorporation,  to  receive  them  in  all  pAyments  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates;  and  it  was  this  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment which  gave  general  currency  to  the  notes  payable 
at  remote  branches.  The  same  engagement  in  lavor  of 
any  other  moneyed  institution  would  give  its  notes  equal 
credit,  and  make  th'em  equally  convenient  for  the  purposes 
of  commerce.  But  this  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  wilt  cease  on  the  8d  of  March,  1836,  when  the 
charter  expires;  and,  as  soon  as  this  happens,  all  the  out- 
standing notes  of  the  bank  wilt  lose  the  peculiar  value  they 
now  possess;  and  the  notes  payable  at  distant  places  be- 
come as  much  depreciated  as  the  notes  of  local  banks. 
And  if,  in  the  mean  time,  no  other  currency  is  substituted 
in  its  place  by  common  consent,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  the 
extent  of  the  embarrnssaient  which  would  be  caused  by  the, 
sudden  derangement  of  the  circulating  medium." 

Ho  then  promises  that  "the  State  banks  can  furnish  a 


circulating  medium  quite  as  uniform  in  value**  ai  that  of 
the  United  States  Bank — "probably  more  so;**  sad  after- 
wards states  "  the  condition  of  the  mercantile  clasfev  it  the 
time  of  the  removal,  to  explain  why  it  was  impossible  to 
postpone  it  even  for  a  short  period."  These  views  of  tin 
Secretary  were  confirmed  and  supported,  of  course,  by  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  made  to  ihe 
House  of  Representatives,  March  4,  1834,  preciKlyutke 
opposite  views  entertained  by  the  present  Executive  .are  in 
like  manner  echoed  by  the  same  committee  now.  Bj-tlw- 
by,  the  question  was  a^ked  in  1 834,  why  the  then  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  was  like  a  tadpole  1  h  wm 
little  a*  both  ends  (two  certain  gentlemen  being  st  the  two 
ends,  the  one  at  the  head,  the  other  at  the  tail)  and  big  ii 
the  middle,  (Binney  and  Wilde  being  there.)  The  report 
of  that  date  says : 

"  There  appears  aUo  to  be  much  force  in  the  comidert' 
tions  urged  by  the  Secretary,  connected  with  the  curreocy 
of  the  country  and  the  domestic  exchanges.  The  notarf 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  must  nece«isarily,  ia  a  abort 
time,  be  withdrawn  from  circulation.  That  the  pii»apd 
currency  of  the  country,  for  many  years  to  come,  will  ^ 
bank  notes,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt ;  and  it  is  ctnainij 
good  policy  to  foster  the  State  banks  which  foniiah  tbtii^ 
in  measures  tending  to  give  them  as  general  credit  as  hv 
heretofore  attached  to  the  notes  of  the  United  iStalMBaok 
and  branches.  That  the  natural  and  ascertained  coone  d 
trade,  circulation,  and  exchange,  connected  with  theinttf 
ests  of  banking  institutions,  will  ultimately  produce  dd 
result  in  relation  to  the  notes  of  the  principal  tJute  banl^ 
there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate ;  but  their  emplojmcd 
in  the  business  of  the  Government,  by  awakeaiog  ibefflf 
their  capacities  and  interests,  is  calculated  to  biMen  ill 
consummation  of  so  desirable  an  event.  It  wu  a  maUerl 
no  small  moment  to  encourage  and  hasten  the  Stale  bsfll 
in  maturing  their  s}^stem  of  circulation  and  exchange,  d 
that  at  the  termination  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  ll 
United  States,  the  trade  of  the  cimnlry  might  not  encori 
ter,  at  the  same  time  the  loss  of  a  general  currency,  m 
the  entire  breaking  up  of  the  domestic  exchanges^  a  poiti 
interruption  of  which  by  that  bank  is  now  produriogso^ 
serious  inconvenience.  By  the  latest  returns  of  the  bail 
employed  by  the  Government,  it  appears  that  thej  area 
ready  rapidly  taking  the  place  of  the  Bank  of  the  UoiH 
States  in  the  exchange  operations.'* 

See,  also,  Mr.  Taney's  letter  of  the  I6th  of  April,  1831 
already  in  part  quoted,  passim, 

Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury,  in  his  report  to  Conpg 
December,  183*4,  says:  " The  wealthy  and  cominafll 
for  whose  benefit  chiefly  banks  were  instituted,  will  M 
chiefly  use  their  bills,  and  sufl*er  by  them  if  forjcedora 
preciated ;  while  the  laboring  classes  and  men  of  ntf 
means  will,  by  the  justice  and  paternal  care  of  theGa 
ernment,  generally  be  provided  with  a  currency  of  h*l 
money,  not  exposed  to  any  ri.-'k  of  failures,  and  to  be  o* 
for  all  dealings  of  such  an  amount  as  their  daily  or  wedQ 
wants  may  in  most  ca»es  require.*' 

See,  also,  the  message  of  President  Jackson  to  CoDpai 
December,  1835,  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Secretary  Wo« 
bury,  of  the  same  date,  (already  quoted.)  See,  also,  U 
message  of  the  President  and  the  report  of  the  Secretajy  < 
the  Treasury,  December,  1836,  (already  quoted.)  In« 
dilion  to  these  documents,  I  refer,  sir,  for  concluei^P'* 
that  General  Jackson  took  the  currency,  domestic  fj 
changes,  and  the  circulating  medium,  wholly  under  tt 
**  paternal  care  of  the  Government,"  to  the  report  of  il 
investigating  committee,  of  which  my  colleague  [Mr.  Gai 
laud]  was  chairman,  made  .to  the  House  of  Repre»ent 
tives,  March  1,  1S37,  See  the  letter  of  the  six  depM 
banks  of  Philadelf»hia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  to  M 
Taney,  dated  in  October,  1833,  Whitney's  letter  accoB 
panying  the  same,  and  Mr.  Woodbury's  answer,  No«o 


!657 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1658 


Oct.  18,  1887.] 


Sub-Treasury  Bitt, 


[H.  ot  R. 


ier4,  1834.    Tberetn  are  to  be  fouad  similar  expressions 
to  ibis : 

'*  Id  proportion  as  this  vystetn  shall  be  well  digested  and 
neeated,  will  be  the  soandness  and  equality  of  value 
Itfoagbout  the  Union  of  the  circulating  medium  ;  and  upon 
\  will  depend  the  degree  of  convenience  or  inconvenience 
rhich  ivill  be  felt  by  the  public  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
BBDt  change.** 

I  refer,  sir,  al^o,  to  an  anonymous  letter  in  the  corres- 
mdence  of  Whitney  with  the  deposits  banks,  dated  No« 
woberS,  1834.  I  refer  to  the  circulars  of  Whitney  to 
be  depoiite  banks,  franked  by  Levi  Woodbury,  dated  May 
i,  1836,  September  7,  1836,  and  December  7,  1838. 
iod,  eir,  I  appeal  to  my  colleague  [Mr.  Gi.rla.vd]  if  it 
kM  not  appear  throughout  the  whole  investigation  that 
ne  of  tbe  principal  purposes  of  Whitney's  agency  was  to 
wfeueraie  and  knit  the  banks  together  in  one  grand  sys- 
iacrf  exchange  1  As  a  specimen,  sir,  of  the  whole  busi- 
IMofthe  agency  of  Whitney  and  of  the  deposite  banks, 
will  read  a  letter  from  him  to  John  Bass,  president  of 
be  Union  Dank,  Tenneaeec,  Nashville,  dated  Washing- 
B,  March  16,  If  35: 

"Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  23d  ultimo. 
I  leplj  to  your  request,  T  have  to  say,  that  |he  letter 
nitten  by  a  person  here  high  in  the  conlideDce  of  the  Go- 
woment,  a  copy  of  which  \  sent  you  with  the  otbsr  pa- 
in, gave  you,  in  part,  what  it  was  expected  tbe  agent  ap- 
iutod  by  the  depoeite  banks  would  attend  to.  I  will, 
IPwever,  state,  as  fully  as  \  can,  the  duties  the  agent  feels 
I  devolving  apr  ti  him.  He  expects  to  perform  precisely 
nnme  duty  that  be  would  if  appointed  by  tbe  Treasury 
I  luperintend  the  deposite  banks  generally.  He  will 
pefally  watch  the  operations  of  eadi ;  endeavor  to  pro- 
pee  concert  of  action  ;  make  sugge.stions  in  relation  to  the 
jpNBiiona  of  any  which  are  calculated  to  lead  to  an  im- 
hwDent  of  the  currenor,  or  any  which  are  necessary  to 
peerve  it  from  being  amcted  by  tbe  operations  or  issues 
•  any  of  the  eelecteil  banks ;  aid  and  advise  in  establishing 
i<}»tem  of  d'^mestic  exchanges  throughout  the  country, 
voQgh  tbe  agency  of  the  deposite  banks,  whereby  the 
Nuitiy  shall  reap  all  Ihe  advantages  through  such  agencies 
m  it  ever  did  through  tbe  operations  of  the  branches  of 
^  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

^  *'The  agent  will  also  feel  bound  to  inform  each  deposite 
^k  which  employs  him,  at  different  periods,  as  nearly  as 
juui  from  the  estimates  of  the  various  Departments,  of 
M  probable  amounts  each  one  will  be  called  upon  to  dts- 
^  wiibin  a  given  period  ;  the  amounts  and  times  when 
vrill  be  called  upon  to  pay  it  over ;  and  where  trans- 
will  be  required  to  be  made  from  one  bank  to  another, 

tbe  purpose  of  meeting  such  calls ;  the  banks  from  which, 
the  times  when,  such  transfers  will  be  made. 

*'8Qch  a  table  is  now  being  prepared,  to  embrace  the 
gt  six  months  ending  the  30th  of  September  nex  t.  This 
P  embrace  the  estimated  expenditures  of  the  War  and 
P^vy  Departments,  as  well  as  the  civil  list;  the  States  in 
Miicb  the  same  ia  to  bo  disbursed ;   the  probable   time 

Cted,  and  the  banks  which  will  have  warrants  passed 
n  them, 
^"lo  fine,  the  ag^nt  will  con^municate  to  each  selected 
«» that  wishes  it,  any  information  which  he  may  at  any 
■f*  think  will  be  serviceable  individually ;  as  well  as 
ps  that  general  superintendence  to  the  operations  of  the 
JJ»le,  which  is  so  necessary  for  the  security  of  each,  as 

WJia  for  the  promotion  of  the  interest  of  the  public  gen- 

inlly. 

"1  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

«*R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
"JoHK  M.Bass.  Esq. 
**PniidetU  Union  Bank,  Tennessee^  Niuhvitle." 
Ja  addition  to  the  documenU  on  file  here,  I  cite  the  cir- 
""i^B  of  the  Treasury  Department,  published  from  time  to 


time  during  the  last  four  years,  and  directed  to  the  receiv- 
ers of  public  money  and  the  deposits  banks.  As  specimens, 
I  quote,  first,  a  circular  dated  (be  7th  of  July,  1834. 

"TasASUBT  Dspahtxbkt,  Juii/  7,  1834. 

"  Sir  :  As  the  public  confidence  in  the  banks  selected  by 
this  Department  for  the  public  depositee  has,  on  trial,  in- 
creased, and  the  notes  of  most  of  them  might  become  a 
very  convenient  medium  for  circulation  in  travelling,  and 
the  transmission  of  funds  at  a  distance,  if  mutual  arrange- 
ments were  made  between  some  of  them  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  each  other's  bills,  I  take  the  liberty  to  submit  the 
following  suggestions  for  your  consideration : 

*'  1st.  Would  it  not  be  profitable  to  your  corporation,  as 
well  as  useful  to  the  public,  to  make  arrangements  and 
issue  bills  to  a  limited  amount,  payable  on  their  face  either 
at  your  own  bank  or  the  bank  with  which  you  make  the 
arrangement  1  This  has  already  been  done  by  some  in- 
stitutions, and,  it  is  believed,  with  beneficial  effects. 

**2d.  But,  if  this  is  not  considered  expedient,  would  it 
not  be  prudent  tti  establish  with  certain  banks  a  credit, 
mutual  if  you  choose,  to  redeem  and  reissue  a  certain 
amount  of  each  other's  bills  as  they  may  be  needed  for  the 
purposes  before  mentioned  ?  This  might  bo  so  arranged 
as  to  espooe  you  to  little  expense  or  risk  ;  and,  the  fact 
being  known,  would  extend  your  circulation  at  a  distancei 
and  often  furnisli,  it  is  trusted,  a  currency  for  travelling 
and  transmission  of  funds,  very  safe,  convenient,  and  ad- 
vantageous. 

<*  Any  aid  that  this  Department  could  lend  to  you  in  per- 
fecting such  arrangement,  by  transfer  draAs  or  otherwise, 
consistently  with  its  powers  and  the  public  interests,  will 
at  any  time  be  cheerfully  granted. 

<*I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SecreUry  of  the  Treasury. 


<( 


«  The  PRiaxnvT  of  ihe 
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On  the  97th  of  January,  1835,  the  following  circular 
was  issued : 

•*Tmr.i8trmT  Dxpabtmsitt, 
**  WasIUngtofif  January  27,  1836. 

'\SiB  :  Finding  that  my  circular  of  the  18th  Deoamlier 
last  has  not,  in  all  ioetances^  been  fully  understood,  I  beg 
toave  to  atate,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Department  to  b» 
enabled  to  present  a  correct  atatemeni  of  all  the  domeatie 
exchange  operations  of  the  aeleoted  banks.  For  this  pur- 
pose, I  have  to  request  that  your  statements,  semi-monthly, 
hereafter,  give  the  whole  of  your  operations,  whether  iu 
drafts  on  other  places  purchased,  notes  payable  in  other 
places  discounted,  or  either,  collected.  Tbe  latter  to  be 
brought  into  the  statement  after  they  are  carried  tq^e 
credit  of  the  individunls  for  whom  collected,  together  with 
the  rates  in  all  cases.  See.  Some  of  the  banks  have  sup- 
posed that  the  request  of  the  ISth  ultimo  was  not  intended 
to  embrace  paper  collected,  payable  out  of  the  city.  Where 
that  has  been  the  case,  I  have  to  request  that  all  omissions 
of  this  description,  since  the  Ist  instant,  may  be  added  to 
the  next  return  made  to  this  Department. 

**  As  before  requested,  I  wish  a  statement  of  all  drafts  or 
checks  drawn  by  the  bank,  payable  any  where  out  of  the 
place  in  which  the  bank  drawing  is  located,  together  with 
the  rate,  dec. 

<<  As  early  as  convenient,  after  the  receipt  of  ibis,  I  will 
thank  you  to  forward  to  this  Department  a  statement  of 
the  places  upon  which  your  bank  collects  or  purchases  do- 
mestic exchanges,  together  with  a  turiffof  the  rates  charg- 
ed, exclusive  of  interest.  I  will  also  thank  you  to  slate 
the  extent,  geographically,  to  which  it  receives,  on  dopos* 
ite,  the  notes  of  State  banks,  and  particularly  those  of  the 
^Melected  banks;  also,  such  as  have  made  arrangement* 
^iriih  you  to  redeem  their  note^:,  where  any  such  arrange- 
ment has  been  made,  as  well  ao  where  arrangements  may 
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have  been  made  with  other  banks  for  the  redemption  of 
your  notes. 

"I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

•'LEVI  WOODBURY, 
**  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
«The  Casuikb  of  the Bank." 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1835,  the  following  was  issued : 
•'Triasuht  Departmejit,  April  B,  1886. 

**  It  is  understood  (hat  the  instructions  from  this  Depart- 
ment to  receive  for  the  public  dues  only  such  State  bank 
notes  as  the  deposite  banks  are  willing  to  credit  at  par, 
have  been  construed  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  such  notes 
of  any  denomination.  The  undersigned  considers  it  high- 
ly beneficial  to  the  currency  of  the  country  and  the  safety 
of  the  banking  agents  employed  in  keeping  the  public  rev- 
enue, that  the  more  general  use  of  specie  for  the  small 
and  ordinary  transactions  of  society  should  be  encouraged ; 
and  as  the  disuse  of  bank  notes  of  a  low  denomination  is 
believed  to  be  the  surest  method  to  elfect  that  object,  and 
as  the  acts  of  Congress  do  not  expressly  require  the  receipt 
of  any  such  notes,  if  less  in  amount  than  five  dollars,  you 
are  hereby  directed,  after  the  80th  day  of  September  next, 
DOt  to  receive  in  payment  of  any  public  dues  bank  notes  of 
any  denomination  less  than  five  dollars. 

'<  You  are  also  apprized  that  it  is  in  contemplation  by  this 
Department,  after  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  [tibould  Con- 
gress in  the  meantime  make  no  new  provision  on  the  sub- 
ject,] to  exercise  the  discretionary  powers,  which  it  is  sup- 
posed will  then  belong  to  it,  over  the  receipt  of  paper 
money  of  any  denomination  for  the  public  revenue,  and 
to  extend  the  restriction  on  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  for  it, 
to  all  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars.  For  the 
greater  security  of  the  banking  institutions  employed  by 
the  Treasury,  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  currency  by 
the  fuller  restoration  of  that  specie  circulation  for  common 
purposes,  which  seems  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the 
constitution,  it  is  intended  then  to  make  arrangements,  if 
practicable,  to  discontinue  the  use  of  any  bank  as  a  fiscal 
agent  which  shall  thereafter  continue  to  issue  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  which  shall,  after 
some  subsequent  period,  to  be  then  designated,  continue  to 
issue  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

**  The  course  proposed  to  be  pursuetl  hereafter  on  this 
subject  by  the  Treasury,  is  now  indicated  with  a  view  to 
insure  suitable  notice  of  the  changes  contemplated.*' 

On  the  S2d  of  February,  1836,  the  following  was 
issued : 

•*  7h  receivers  of  public  moneys^  eoUectore^  disbursing  offi- 
cers^ and  the  deposite  batiks  of  the  United  States, 

"TjiKASuiiT  Depaktjtext, 

«« February  32,   1836. 

'*  Tlie  established  policy  of  the  Treasury  Department,  so 
far  as  may  be  practicable,  under  its  present  powers  over  the 
collection,  keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
is  to  diminish  the  circulation  of  small  hank  notes,  and  to 
substitute  specie,  and  especially  gold,  for  such  notes,  with 
the  view  of  rendering  the  currency  ol^  the  country,  through 
which  its  fiscal  operations  arc  performed,  more  safe,  sound, 
and  uniform.  In  pursuance  of  that  policy,  a  circular  was 
issued  last  April,  which  prohibited,  after  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1835,  the  receipt,  on  account  of  the  Government,  of 
any  bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars ; 
and  which  intimated  that  other  steps  to  promote  the  desi- 
rable objects  before  named,  would,  in  due  time,  be  taken. 

**  Consequently,  in  further  pursuance  of  the  same  policy, 
you  are  hereby  required,  after  the  1st  of  May  next,  not  to 
pay  the  demands  of  any  public  officer  or  creditor  in  any 
bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five 
except  when  it  may  be  otherwise  proscribed 
the  4lh  of  July  next,  not  to  receive  or  pay  on 
the  Government  any  bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination 
than  ten  dollars. 


"  All  the  deposite  banks  are  requested  to  auppij  then- 
selves  with  such  a  quantity  of  American  gold  com  is  to  be 
able  to  pay,  and,  when  a  public  officer  or  creditor  prefm 
it,  and  his  demand  does  not  exceed  five  hundred  oulUn, 
to  pay  at  least  one- fifth  of  -such  demand  in  that  coin,  b 
is  also  requested  that  the  deposite  banks  will  not,  after  the 
4th  of  July  next,  issue  any  notes  of  a  less  denominitioB 
than  five  dollars ;  and  that  after  the  3d  of  March,  1837, 
they  will  not,  unless  the  subject  be  otherwise  regutiled  bj 
Congress,  issue  any  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  tn 
dollars.  It  is  believed  that  the  amount  of  gold,  vhich  bj 
that  lime  shall  be  coined  at  the  mint,  will  be  sufEcieot  to 
admit  of  the  convenient  substitution  of  it  for  small  notMifi 
a  much  greater  extent  than  at  present;  and  it  is  deemd 
reasonable,  that  while  the  deposite  banks  have  the  uc^ 
without  interest,  of  unusually  large  sums  of  the  pubTic 
money,  they  should  make  some  further  temporary  ncrifioei 
to  obtain  and  circulate  gold,  and  in  other  respecti  to  eo- 
large  the  sjtccie  basis  of  our  circulating  medium.  From 
these  considerations,  and  from  the  liberal  spirit  evinced  bj 
most  of  the  public  depositories,  in  a  late  corFSspoodeixfl 
with  them  on  this  subject,  it  is  confidently  expcctcil  that, 
in  this  state  of  things,  they  will  cheerfully  comply  with  ibe 
above  requests,  and  with  all  others  which  have  been  oaik 
by  the  Department,  witha  view  of  improving  the  curreog; 
nor  will  it,  T  trust,  be  considered  unjust  or  impolitic, 
while  the  deposite  banks  shall  continue  to  enjoy  great  priv- 
ileges from  the  Treasury,  to  regard  a  neglect  or  refanlbj 
any  of  them  to  comply  with  those  requests  as  sufficiol 
cau^e  for  dia^continuing  the  employment  of  such  hanki  « 
fiscal  agents. 

**  At  a  proper  time  it  will  be  decided,  under  what  circii» 
stances,  and  at  what  periods,  these  restrictions  on  ^ 
agents  and  officers  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  extended  l| 
notes  of  any  denomination  under  twenty  dollars. 

'*  This  communication  is  made  with  the  sanction  of  Ik 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  ^ 
otherwise  prescribed  by  Congress,  or  by  this  bepartoeflj 
these  requirements  and  requests  will  be  faithfully  comple 
with  by  all  the  fiscal  agents  of  this  Department,  andsllih 
collecting  ond  disbursing  ofiicers  of  the  Government 

<«  LEVI  WOODBURY, 
**  Secretary  of  the  Trtesw^ 

And,  sir,  on  the  llth  of  July,  1836,  the  ccJebnM 
specie  circular  went  forth,  like  a  bull  from  the  Yaticsfl-  > 
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To  receivers  of  public  money,  and  the  deposite  baih 

"TaKJiauRT  DsPAmTMKXT,  July  11^1836. 
In  consequence  of  complaints  which  have  been  madej 
frauds,  speculations,  and  monopolies,  in  the  parchaiej 
the  public  lands,  and  the  aid  which  is  said  to  be  gives  | 
effect  these  objects  by  excessive  bank  credits,  and  daogl 
ous,  if  not  partial,  facilities  through  bank  drafts  and  ba 
depositee,  and  the  general  evil  influence  likely  to  result  toil 
public  interests,  and  especially  the  aafety  of  the  great  aoMi^ 
of  money  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  sound  condition  of  i| 
currency  of  the  country  from  the  further  exchange  of  tl 
national  domain  in  this  manner,  and  chiefly  for  bank  credl 
and  paper  money,  the  President  of  the  United  Statnk 
given  directions,  and  you  are  hereby  instructed,  after 
1.5th  day  of  August  next,  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  j 
lands  nothing  except  what  is  directed  by  the  existing  b 
viz:  gold  and  silver,  and,  in  the  proper  case»,  Virginia f 
scrip. 

**  The  principal  objects  of  the  President  in  adopting  I 
measure  being  to  repress  alleged  frauds,  and  to  wilt 
any  countenance  or  facilities  in  the  power  of  the  Gt 
ment  from  the  monopoly  of  the  public  lands,  in  the  hi 
of  speculators  and  capitalists,  to  the  injury  of  the 
settlers  in  the  new  States,  and  of  emigrants  in  searc 
new  homes,  as  well  as  to  discourage  the  ruinous  exu 
of  bank  issues  and  bank  credits,  by  which  tho9e  results! 
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geoemllj  lOppoMd  to  be  promoted,  yoar  utmost  Tig:ilance 
IB  required,  and  relied  on,  Ip  carry  this  order  into  complete 
aeeotion." 

8bcIi  tre  some  of  the  footsteps  of  General  Jackson  in 
liking  care  of  the  currency  !     Here  we  see  a  series  of 
Treasury  circulars,  which  were  issued  during  the  period  of 
the  last  three  year*,  coming  up  to  the  present  fiiical  year 
ilmost,  all  issued  by  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  objects  avowed  on  their  facet,  to  make  the  notes 
cfdepofile  banks  «  a  convenient  medium  for  circulation  in 
tnt^ling^ — to  extend  circulation  nt  a  distance— to  consti' 
tote  a  nfe  and  convenient  and   advantageous  mode  of 
tnnsmitting  funds— to  take  accounts  of  exchange  opera- 
tioot— to  ascertain  the  geography  even  of  notes  received 
on  depesits — to  promote  measures  "  highly  beneficial  to  the 
currency  of  the  country"— to  raise  the  denomination  of 
nttll  notes  to  be  issued,  in  order  to  circulate  specie-^to 
leader  the  currency  safe.,  sound,  and  uniform,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  eonstitotion — to  require  the  banks  to  make 
nmficeato  this  policy — to  discourage  the  overissues  of 
bub— taking  trade,   commerce,    circulation,    currency, 
biiik  Dotes,  specie,  the  country,  and  all  that  is  in  it,  under 
the  full  and  complete  jurisdiction  of  the  Executive  alone. 
And  DOW,  fir,  are  we  coolly  told  that  these  measures  are 
not  within  the  constitutional  province  of  the  entire  Federal 
Gevernment !     This  is  new  f  this  is  false !  this  is  flagrant 
i»DU  added  to  outrage !  this  is  a  total  departure,  I  affirm, 
ftooi  the  principles  and  policy  of  General  Jackson;  and 
tbt,  I  suppose,  is  capping  the  climax  of  enormities  with 
^  Mind  followera !     The  Federal  Government  cannot  re- 
|Blate  currency  and  exchange,  but  it  may  prevent  the  over- 
production of  cotton  !     It  cannot  regulate  currency  and  ex- 
change, but  it  may  take  into  its  keeping  the  consciences 
iDd  nw>rals  of  the  people !     It  cannot  regulate  currency  and 
Uchange,  but  it  may  pass  bankrupt  laws  to  put  in  durance 
i0e  every  State  corporation  of  the   Union !      Such   ore 
President  Van  Barents  first  steps  in  the  policy  of  the  ad- 
WDistration. 

^ir,  this  doctrine  is  so  n^w  that  the  President,  through- 
lot  this  very  mesaage,  except  in  those  parts  where  he  is 
apressly  asserting  this  strange  doctrine  that  the  Federal 
^ernment  haa  nothing  to  do  with  the  currency  of  the 
ioantry,  forgeta  himaelf,  and  contradicts  the  position  from 
the  mere  habit  of  his  own  mind  to  conceive  the  contrary, 
bespeaks  of  <<the  embarrassmcnU  in  the  pecuniary  af- 
lirs  of  the  country  diminishing  the  public  revenue  so 
Both  that  the  accruing  receipts,  with  the  reserved  five  mil- 
iona,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  unavoidable 
ixpenses  of  Government,  until  the  usual  session  of  Con- 
pvai**'    And  ia  it  so,   that  the  embarraasroents  of  the 
tountry  do  thus   emlwrrass    the  Government,   stop    its 
"Wis,  and  yet  the  Government  has  not  power  to  do  the 
nly  thing  on  earth  which  can  relieve  itself  from  these  em- 
ftrrassments,  and  permanently  prevent  their  recurrence^ 
cgiiUte  the  currency  1     Did  **  the  diflfculties  experienced 
7  the  mercantile  interests  force  them  to  apply  for  indul- 
ence  on  duty  bonds  before  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
Mots  1"     And  yet  haa  the  Government,  the  collection  of 
^bose  revenue  is  thus  suspended  or  slopped,  no  power  to 
fiord  facilities  for  the  payment  of  its  dues,  or  no  power 
)  secure  their  payment  at  all  by  some  system,  to  strength- 
n  commercial  confidence,  and  enlarge  the  capacities  of 
«le !    Sir,  the  President  himself,  I  repeat,  speaks  con- 
lantly  in  this   message,  of  the  policy  of  Government  in 
flatfon  to  the  currency  of  the  country,  as  if  there  was, 
nd  should  be,  some  policy  of  the  kind.     No  one  can  read 
is  message,  and  not  aee  that  he  contradicts  himself,  and 
oes  not  in  reality  entertain  any  such  nov<>|  and  absurd 
pinion  aa  that  a  Government  possessing  the  powers  and 
Qties  which  this  does  cannot  take  care  that  there  shall 
iways  be  a   safe  and  sound  circulating  medium,  and  a 
>Qnd  condition  of  commerce^  and  abundant  means  of 


trade,  foreign  and  domestic,  without  which  Government 
debtors  cannot  be  sound  or  able,  and  without  which  tiie 
resources  of  revenue  must  always  Ite  meager,  unstable,  or 
exhansted.     What,  sir,  are  the  duties  of  this  Government 
and  its  powers?     Congress  shall  lay  and  collect  taxeti, 
duties,  imposts,   and  excises ;  it  shall  pay  debts ;  it  shall 
make  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  uniform ;  ii  shall  re- 
gulate commerce  with  foreign   nations,    and  among  the 
several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  it  shall  estab- 
lish uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies;  coin 
money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof;  provide  for   the 
punishment  of  counterfeiting   the  securities  and  current 
coin  of  the  United  States ;  declare  war !  raise  and  support 
armies !  provide  and   maintain   a   navy  !  make  all   laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  ex- 
ecution the  foregoing  powers.     And  yet,  sir,  the  President 
says  it  shall  not,  it  cannot,   provide  the  only  means  of  ex- 
ecuting any  or  all  of  these  powers — the  sinews  of  war,  the 
security  of  peace — a  sound  currency  for  the  country  ?    Ay, 
but  he  says  it  mny  demand  the  **  constitutional  currency" 
for  the  Government !     How  can  the  Government  demand 
specie,  whilst  the  people  have  not  specie  to  pay  ?     Specie 
is  no  more  a  constitutional  currency  than  good  convertible 
paper.     The  provision  in  the  constitution   which  makes 
nothing  else  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender  in  payment 
of  debts,  does  not  require  the  Government  to  exact  specie. 
It  is  only  another  provision  of  that  wise  instrument  which 
guards  the  mode  by  which  Congress  shall  regulate  the 
currency,  make  it  sound  by  basing  it  on  specie,  and  make 
it  safe  and  efficient  by  being  easily  convertible.     Sir,  the 
fact  is,  that  the  Executive  has  tinkered  and  cobbled  the 
currency,  until  it  is  past  mending.     The  Ex  and  the  In- 
President  have  practised  upon  its  health  until  the  patient 
has  died  upon  their  hands,   of  their  wretched   quackery. 
Now  they  wish  to  give  up  its  cure,  or  its  resuscitation,  aa 
a  bad  job.     Now  their  only  refuge  from  political  or  pro- 
fs-sional  disgrace  is  in  saying  it  waa  ever  immedicable  by 
Government.     After  exerting  all   their  power  and  their 
skill  to  make  the  currency  better,  now  that  it  has  become 
worae  than  was  ever  predicted  by  the  regular  practitioners, 
they  insist  that  they  never  exerted,  and  never  can  exert, 
any  power  or  skill  in  the  case ;  for  they  never  had  either ! 
Sir,  as  to  power,  they  had  too  much  to  destroy;  as  to  skill, 
they  never  had  any  to  reanimate  or  to  restore !     God  help 
a  patient  in  such  hands !     Their  want  of  ekilt  and  want  of 
honesty  in  this  case  would  constitute  murder,  if  the  pa- 
tient were  a  human  being  whom  they  had  destroyed,  in- 
stead of  the  country  and  its  private  and  public  interests. 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  Government  not  to  interfere  with 
the  currency  of  the  country.     When  it  ceases  to  perform 
the  functions  of  Government— when  it  ceases  to  raise,  re- 
ceive, keep,  transfer,  disburse  revenue— when  it  erases  to 
use  custom-houses  and  land  offices,  tax-gatherers  and  coU 
lectors— when  it  disbands  its  one  hundred  thousand  atye- 
fed  officeholders — when  it  dismantles  its  navy,  and  dis- 
bands its  standing  army — ^when  Congress  ceases  to  sit, 
and  the  President  no  longer  draws  his  salary— then,  and 
not  till  then,  may  he  say  to  the  people.  Pay  what  you  owe 
the  Government  in  specie;  take  what  you  can  get  from  the 
Government,  and  get  the  specie  as  best  you  may  ;  Govern- 
ment has  nothing  to  do  with  the  pockets  of  the  people ! 
Sir,   you  are   not  willing  to  bargain  with  the  people  to 
hold  hands  off;  to  agree  that  you  will  go  to  them  for  noth- 
ing if  they  will  come  to  you  for  nothing.     No,  air,  if  yoo 
will  not  collect  yearly  from  the  people  some  twenty  or 
thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  expend  more  than  you  col- 
lect, they  will  not  ask  you  to  regulate  the  currency.  They 
ask  nothing  more ;  when,  where  have  they  claimed  of  Go- 
vernment to  *'  aid  individuals  in  the  transfer  of  their  funds,'' 
or  in  the  transportation  of  fheir  merchandise  T     When  or 
where  have  they  asked  Government  **to  make  men  rich, 
or  to  repair,  by  direct  grants  of  money,  or  legislation  in 
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favor  of  particular  pursaita,  losses  not  incurred  in  the  pub- 
lic service  V*  Sir,  though  the  Executive  has  reduced  our 
people  to  beggary,  by  interfering  with  <<  individual  con- 
cerns,'' roost  oppressively  and  cruelly  and  unconstitution- 
ally, yet  have  they  not  coom)  as  **  beggars"  to  their  own 
Government — their  own  servants !  All  they  demand  is, 
in  the  language  of  this  message,  ''  a  system  of  general 
laws  commensurate  with,  but  not  exceeding,  the  objects  of 
the  establishment  of  good  government;  leaving  every  citi- 
zen and  every  interest  to  reap,  under  its  benign  protection, 
the  rewards  of  virtue,  industry,  and  prudence."  But, 
what  virtue  can  now  withstand  the  corruption  of  **  the 
Government  1"  What  industry  can  now  live  under  the 
present  system  of  Government  pillage  1  What  prudence 
can  now  foresee  or  calculate  the  ruinous  results  of  wild 
experiments  1  Virtue  is  cast  to  the  dogs !  Industry  is 
rifled  and  picked !  Prudence  is  baffled,  and  stands  dis- 
mayed ! 

In  the  next  place,  sir,  the  President  again  attacks  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Again  is  the  dead  monster 
pierced,  and  without  doubt  in  time.  This  is  now  the  6fth 
Executive  miMile,  in  four  years,  hurled  against  it!  The 
United  States  Bank  will  be  like  a  man  hung  by  the  neck 
Qntil  he  is  deail*-dead — dead  I  But,  sir,  I  am  beginning 
to  hope  that,  like  Lazarus,  though  it  stinketh,  it  will  yet 
«« come  forth,"  with  the  grave  clothes  on.  I  :>ef  signs  of 
its  coming,  and  therefore  I  wish  to  prepare  the  minds  of 
the  people  to  aee  no  spectre — no  hobgoblin — no  monster. 
In  respect  to  that  incitiiution,  sir,  I  juin  issue  with  the  Pres- 
ident and  all  its  enemies  in  advance.  And  I  do  this^ 
though  unnecessary  now,  because  on  this  subject  I  have 
no  fears  and  no  concealments.  I  am  willing  to  trust  the 
intelligence  and  the  virtu'j  of  the  people  who  send  roe 
here.  I  maintain,  then  :  1st.  That  a  national  bankiscon- 
ftituUonal.  3d.  It  is  expedient.  3d.  It  is  the  bevt  friend, 
financial  and  commercial,  especially  of  the  South.  4th. 
And  lastly,  it  is  the  best  bulwark  which  can  now,  by  law, 
be  established  in  defence  of  the  civil  liberty  of  the  country. 
All  these  propositions  I  am  now  ready  to  maintain  to  the 
uttermost. 

A  national  bank  is  constitutional.  Congress  has  the 
power  to  charter  a  bank  corporation.  Sir,  let  me  here  ob- 
serve, that  it  is  remarkable  the  President  does  not  say  in 
hia  message  it  is  unconstitutional.  His  principal  reason 
for  not  co-operating  in  the  re-establishment  of  a  national 
bank  is,  bceause  *<  it  would  be  to  disregard  the  popular 

^il),*' because  he  believe-s  **  a  majority  of  the  people  to  be 

irreconcilably  opposed  to  that  measure."  Now,  sir,  this  is 
ominous  of  what  I  have  more  than  once  predicted—- if  n 
majority  of  the  people  shall  clearly  and  unequivocally  ex- 
press their  will  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  such  an 
institution,  be  will  give  it  his  sanction.  Will  he,  who  has 
lived  and  moved  and  had  his  political  being  in  the  breath 
of  another  man's  popularity,  and  who  is  now  vulgarly  re- 
iterating that  roan's  disgusting  demagoguisro,  ever  dare  to 
disregard  the  popular  will  when  it  shall  come  up,  as  it  will, 
like  the  rushing  of  the  mighty  waters — **  terrible  as  an 
ftrmy  with  banners  1"  No,  sir,  he  will  quail  into  his  own 
utter  helplessness !  He  is  no  hero  to  ride  upon  the  whiil- 
wind  and  direct  the  atorm ;  and,  sir,  if  Jackson  himself 
were  here  again,  the  people  would  tell  him— *»  Sir,  your 
9X|)eriment  has  failed,  wv  have  been  gulled  and  ruined !" 

Sir,  Congre<>s  has  certain  powers  conferred  upon  it  to 
^  exercised,  and  certain  duties  imposed  upon  it  te  be  dis- 
charged and  performed : 

Its  powers,  in  connexion  with  this  subject,  are : 

*<To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties  imposts,  and  excises; 
to  pay  the  dal»ts  and  pnivide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfiire  of  the  United  Slates." 

**To  borrow  money  on  the  cre<lit  of  the  United  States. 

**  To  regulate  commerce  with  for^n  nations  and  among 
the  aetend  States,"  &c. 


<*To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  ud  U 
foreign  coin,"  ^cc 

'*  To  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  tnj  ngnk- 
tions  respecting  the  territory,  or  other  property  belo^giai 
to  the  United  Sutes." 

Such  are  the  powers  quoad  hoc.  Among  the  datiN 
roost  important  to  be  enumerated  is  that  of  making  *'«il 
dutiea,  imposts,  and  excises  uniform  throughout  the  Umttd 
Sutes." 

NoWy  sir,  how  are  these  powers  and  duties  impcniirelf 
required  of  Congress  to  be  exercised  and  performi^,  to  te 
executed  1  Are  not  the  means  granted  1  EzprsBslj.  Tbi 
constitution  says  :  ''  The  Congress  shall  have  power— 

**  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  andpropet 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers  and  ill 
other  powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  GoTem* 
ment  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  ofBos 
thereof." 

Here  is  a  striking  feature  in  this  great  inetraneiiL 
E  very  power  is  specific,  every  duty  ia  specific ;  but  the  nmoi 
are  not  specified,  and  the  Government  is  left  unlimited  ind 
unrestricted  as  to  means,  save  by  the  terms  "ueccMiT* 
and  <*  proper;"  that  is,  it  is  confined  only  to  such  oeui 
at  are  <<  necessary"  to  the  ends  of  some  one,  or  ail,  of  tbf 
granted,  specified  powers  or  dutiea;  and  to  sucbafitt 
<*  proper,"  that  ia,  consistent  with,  or  fit,  orcongcoitliiitbe 
form  of  our  Government  and  the  nature  of  its  poventiw 
duties.  And,  sir,  this  distinction  between  the  povenanA 
duties  of  the  Federal  Government  and  the  means  of  eie> 
cuting  these  powers  and  duties  is  a  full  and  complete  «* 
swer  to  the  ofi-repcatad  objection  drawn  from  the  ioip^ 
fectly  understood  fact  that  the  convention  of  1787  nj^ 
a  proposition  to  grant  the  power  of  incorporation.  i« 
have  granted  a  general  power  of  creating  coiponUeM 
would  have  granted  too  much ;  it  would  have  incloi)ed(«N 
tain  corporatiima,  ecdeftiastical  or  others  it  might  btf 
been,  uncongenial  and  inconaistent  with  our  institaM 
And  to  grant  the  power  of  creating  specific  corporatHM 
would  have  been  to  enumerate  one  means  of  ezKOtiac 
granted  powers  to  the  excluaion  of  all  others,  upoQ  ■* 
principle  of  ^*9xpre$9io  uniu»  est  exebtsio  alterius."  *f^ 
framers  of  the  constitution  pceferred  rather  in  their  wJ^ 
dom  tQ  confine  tlie  Government  only  in  the  aslfctios" 
means  to  such  as  were  necessary  and  proper.  If  apaitici* 
lar  corporation  ahould  be  found  to  be  necessaiy  sndpnfit 
to  execute  some  one  or  all  of  the  granted  and  enunerm 
powers  or  duties,  they  left  it  to  the  law  to  create  cucbl 
corporation  under  the  general  and  comprehensiva  grw 
**  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  iri| 
execution  surh  powers  or  duties."  And  they  kh  it  ^^ 
sound  discretion  of  Congress  lo  select,  of  cour-e,  the  w 
means  thereby ;  inasmuch  as  the  particular  rorporaooj 
they  might  have  chosen  to  grant  might  in  time  have  pniw 
to  be  the  worst  means  of  executing  the  gi anted  po«tf> 
It  would  have  been  unwise  and  impossible  for  tbffl' 
for  us,  were  we  now  making  the  constitution  aneffi  JJ 
attempt  to  enumerate  the  granted  means.  Th^  >b^ 
have  been  omniscient  to  provide  such  as  wonld,  tbit>o{h|w 
all  time  and  under  all  circomstances,  have  been  the  b» 
Not  knowing  what  would  alwaya  lie  the  best  to  he  uK^ 
they  left,  wisely  left,  in  Congress  an  option  of  meai^  ^ 
cording  to  the  wants  and  condition  of  the  oountrj* /^ 
quiring  the  exercise  of  powers  and  the  discharge  of  dotM^ 
Again,  air,  not  only  is  Congresss  unrestricted  u^  ^ 
limited  in  the  emp  oyment  of  means  to  execute  itog^"'': 
powers,  except,  as  I  have  said,  by  the  terms  necesaai7*Ba 
proper ;  but  Congress  is  independent  also  as  to  these  1°**"^ 
To  Congress  are  these  means  given.  The  exiatesoa 
Bute  banks  is  urged,  or  has  been— not  now,  I'^PP^"^ 
aa  a  reason  against  the  necessity  of  creating  a  national  b*BE* 
It  was  n<it  necessary,  because  the  means  of  other  GovtA' 
meuts-^the  State  GorerDmenta-— might  be  employad*  As 
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0  ill  gnnted  powers,  and  the  means  of  executing  them, 
bit  Federal  Government  U  as  independent  oi"  the  State 
fovemmeats  as  it  is  of  France  or  Italy,  and  as  the  Statea 
n  of  it  in  respect  to  their  reserved  rights.  To  no  foreign 
Mirer  onder  the  sun  is  this  Government  bound  to  look,  or 
il'ged  to  depend  on  none,  for  means  to  execute  its  consti- 
itional  powers. 

The  question  then,  sir,  is  reduced  simply  to  this :  Is  a 
itioDtl  bank  necessary  and  proper  to  collect  the  taxes,  to 
tj  the  debts,  to  negotiate  the  loans,  to  regulate  the  foreign 
Offlnerce  and  the  internal  trade,  to  dispose  of  the  public 
uuls  of  the  United  Statea,  and  to  regulate  the  value  of 
iooej  in  the  country,  and  to  enable  Congress  to  fulfil  the 
otjr  of  making  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  uniform 
lioaghout  the  United  States  1  Sir,  I  will  leave  it  to  forty 
ttn* experience  to  answer  the  question  on  all  these  points; 
»  wtyfaring  man,  though  a  fool,  cannot  err  in  recount* 
ig  to  you  what  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  did  in  col- 
ctiog,  sad  keeping,  and  transferring  the  public  revenue, 
iiboDt  costs  or  charges,  and  without  loss ;  what  it  was 
nnJ  to  do  in  case  the  Government  needed  to  borrow 
uBej ;  what  it  did  in  equalizing  and  lacilttaiing  exchanges 
'hrnga  and  domestic  commerce  ;  what  it  did  in  paying 
mioners,  and  in  accommodating  Government  in  selling, 
id  the  people  in  purchasing,  public  lands ;  what  were  ita 
hwj  and  steady  influences  in  regulating  the  money 
iiiet  and  the  value  of  money,  and  its  uses  in  rendering 
ities,  imposts,  and  excises  uniform !  Its  notes  were  bet- 
r  than  fine  gold  everywhere — at  land  offices,  custom- 
Nisei,  to  the  Indian  and  the  traveller,  to  the  Government 
id  the  people,  at  home,  in  the  North  and  South,  East 
III  West;  and  abroad,  in  the  East  Indies,  they  command- 
1 1  premium ! 

Twice  has  a  national  bank  been  chartered,  and  again 
d  again  has  its  constitutional  validity  been  sanctioned  by 
vy  department  of  the  Government,  Executive,  Legisla- 
le  and  Judidal,  and  by  all  parties,  democratic  and  feder- 

1  tnd  admitted  by  every  President  of  the  United  States, 
MA  Washington  to  Yan  Buren,  Jackson  not  excepted, 
td  acquiesced  in  by  the  people.  The  first  bank  charter 
v  proposed  within  two  years  from  the  period  of  framing 
t  cootdtotion.     It  was  formed  in  1 787,  and  a  bank  of 

0  United  States  created  in  1789 !  In  the  Congress  of 
^1  many  members  of  the  convention  which  framed  the 
Uitution  sat,  and  more  than  two -thirds  of  them  voted  to 
Irter  a  national  bank.  Mr.  Madison,  who  then  was 
a  of  thoae  members  of  the  convention  who  opposed  the 
Bk  charter,  afterwards,  when  President  of  the  United 
Uei^  gave  it  his  sanction  upon  the  principle  of  ** stare 
dsu.^*  The  question  of  the  constitutional  power  of 
ingress  was  submitted  in  1789  to  General  Washington, 
io  was  president  of  the  convention,  and  he  referred  it 

1  solemn  advice  to  the  beads  of  the  departments — two  of 
bom  were  also  members  of  the  federal  convention. 
imiltOQ,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  author, 

put,  of  the  Federalist,  who  understood  the  history  of 
B  constitution  aa  well  as,  if  not  better  than,  any  man, 
liotained  that  the  power  was  constitutional,  and  Ran- 
iph,  Attorney  Genera),  dissented.  The  latter  and  Mr. 
fiBMiQ,  who  was  not  a  memlier  of  the  federal  conven- 
n,  and  who  alone,  by-tbe  by,  made  the  point  that  the 
oposiuon  to  grant  incorporations  was  rejected,  gave  in 
<ir  written  opiniona  on  one  side,  and  Hamilton  submit- 
d  his  on  the  other.  General  Washington,  who  knew 
I  the  &cts  of  the  history  of  the  constitution,  necessarily, 
>m  his  presiding  in  the  convention,  skied  with  Hamil- 
D,  and,  after  months  of  anxious  and  careful  deliberation 
d  inquiry,  sanctioned  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  national 
nkl  History,  authority  of  decisions  in  every  form, 
d  the  practice  of  the  Government  from  its  founds- 
R,  all  concur  in  estaMishin^  the  validity  of  a  nation* 
btnk  charter.     Shall  these  be  overruled  by  one  man 
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in  the  nation  7    Shall  nothing  be  decid^  under  our  aya- 
tem? 

The  word  ''neceasary"  was  given  in  an  absolute  sense 
by  Mr.  Jefferson.  It  is  plain  the  term  is  not  so  meant  in 
the  constitution,  because,  if  so,  it  would  exclude  the  use 
of  all  means  whatever,  and  totally  destroy  all  option  or  se- 
lection of  meana.  One  could  not  be  employed,  because 
another  might.  One  is  not  absolutely  necessary  becauao 
the  other  exists.  The  employment  of  State  banks  ia  not 
absolutely  necessary,  because  sub  •treasuries  may  be  used, 
and  sub-treasuries  are  not  absolutely  necessary,  because 
State  banks  may  be  employed.  Their  unconstitutionality 
may  be  demonstrated  precisely  in  the  same  manner  as  that 
of  a  national  bank.  There  are  no  means  absolutely  ne- 
cessary in  all  life ;  there  is  no  one  tool  or  agent  in  mechan- 
ics, or  power  in  natural  philosophy,  absolutely  necessary ; 
brnd  itself  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  sustain  human 
life,  becauae  some  other  article  as  a  substitute  may  be  used 
as  food.  The  very  existence  of  more  means  than  one,  de- 
stroys the  absoluteness  of  the  necessity  of  any ;  and  to  say 
that  one  shall  not  be  used  because  the  others  exist,  is  to 
destroy  the  power  of  choosing  the  best  means  altogether. 
The  constitution  could  never  have  intended  that  Congress 
might  employ  the  worst,  and  should  not  have  the  power 
of  selecting  the  best  means  to  execute  its  delegated  powers 
and  duties !  Such  a  conclusion  is  the  absurd  one  to  which 
those  who  oppose  the  constitutionality  of  a  bank  charter 
are  reduced. 

The  next  question,  then,  is — is  a  United  States  Bank 
expedient — is  it  the  best  moans  1  Sir,  it  is  vain  to  argue 
this.  I  will  not  appeal  to  the  chaos  and  confosion  out  of 
which  the  last  national  bank  brought  order  and  credit  and 
confidence.  I  will  not  appeal  to  a  comparison  of  the  ratea 
of  exchange.  I  will  not  appeal  to  the  premiums  on  silver 
and  gold.  I  will  not  appeal  to  the  traveller,  to  the  laborer. 
I  will  not  appeal  to  the  restraint  upon  an  increase  of  local 
bank  capital,  issues,  loans,  and  discounts.  I  will  not  ap« 
peal  to  Siam  for  the  uniformity  of  the  circulation  of  ita 
notes  and  their  value.  I  will  not  appeal  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  conducted  all  its  Iraainess  relations  with  the  Gov- 
ernment— to  the  uniformity  of  taxes,  or  to  the  exact  equali- 
ty, under  its  influence,  of  Government  officers  and  the 
people,  and  of  Government  creditora  and  debtors  ;  but,  sir, 
I  remind  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  PicKXirs,] 
of  the  report,  able,  clear,  and  unanswerable,  of  George 
McDuffie,  his  illustrious  predecessor,  in  1828,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  I  appeal  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  the  height  of  the  last  administration's  wishea  but  to 
atuin  to  the  perfection  of  a  national  bank  in  organizing  ita 
system  of  local  deposite  banks!  Sir,  it  is  too  late  in  the 
day  now  for  any  man  to  presume  to  say,  against  all  ex- 
perience, delightful  and  rueful,  of  all  times,  in, peace  and 
in  war,  with  and  without  a  bank  of  the  United  Stately 
that  such  an  institution  is  net  expedient.  Sir,  I  have  aaid 
that  Mr.  Van  Buren  reiterates  the  miaerable  demagoguism 
of  his  predecessor — he  exceeds  it  in  tlie  passage  which 
aays: 

«The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the  vast  powers 
conferred  on  it  by  Congress,  did  not,  or  could  not,  pre- 
vent former  and  similar  embarrassments  ;  nor  has  the  still 
greater  strength  it  has  been  said  to  possess  under  its  pres- 
ept  charter  enabled  it,  in  the  exifting  emergency,  to  check 
other  institutions,  or  even  to  save  iuelf." 

Here  we  see  a  President  of  the  United  Slates,  the  high- 
est officer  on  earth,  resorting  to  falsehood  itself  to  catch 
vulgarity  and  ignorance !  In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  true 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  did  not  or  could  not 
prevent  former  and  similar  embarrassments :  there  never 
was  embarrassment  similar  to  the  present — embarrassment 
so  extensive,  deeply  pervading,  and  universally  following, 
a  long-continued  prosperity  in  trade,  and  a  rich  harvest  of 
profound  peace.     It  is  true  that  in  1819  the  laot  national 
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^ank  did,  though  like  a  strong  man  under  an  immense 
harden,  stagger  under  the  weight  of  embarrassments  which 
followed  war  and  the  many  years'  want  of  a  great  regula- 
tor of  currency ;  but  as  a  strong  man — omnipotent  to  sa ve- 
il did  clear  away  the  wreck — it  wrestled  with  dersngements 
and  embarrassments  unprecedented,  and  subdued  the  task 
of  restoring  us  to  a  state  of  commercial  health  and  pros- 
perity unexampled  in  the  annals  of  finance  and  trade.  It 
took  a  giant  to  rescue  the  country  from  its  oppressive 
difficulties,  and  a  giant  that  bank  proved  itself  for  much 
good  and  no  mischief!  But,  sir,  the  falsehood  which  I 
mean  here  to  expose  is  the  base  subterfuge  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  treating  a  local  bank  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  nation- 
al— a  United  States  Bank.  Had  he  no  other  resort  than 
this  ever  weak  and  immoral  subterfuge  of  the  vanquished 
wicked — to  take  up  a  mere  name  for  a  defence,  or  a  shield 
and  buckler  1  Did  Congress  charter  the  State  bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  called  only  by  the  name  of  a  United  States 
Banki  Had  that  institution  the  credit  of  this  federal  Gov- 
ernment at  its  back — has  it  not  all  the  opposition  and 
hatred  of  the  federal  Executive  ?  Would  not  any  other 
local  or  State  bank — any  one  of  them  which  that  same  Ex« 
ecutive  has  been  petting  and  stimulating  to  ruin  the  coun- 
try— with  the  same  name,  **  smell  as  sweet  !*'  Have  they 
done  any  more  to  check  other  institutions  or  to  save  them- 
selves 1  Does  the  virtue  of  a  national  bank  consist  in  a 
mere  "cognomen  1"  Fie!  fie !  sir,  upon  such  ad  captan- 
dum  demagoguism  in  a  President  of  the  United  States ! 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickzss,] 
in  like  manner,  says  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
never  restored  the  currency ;  and,  sir,  permit  me  to  tell  the 
gentlemen  that,  like  the  President  of  the  United  States,  he 
contradicts  himself.  In  one  breath  they  tell  us  that  the 
Government  credit  did  every  thing  and  does  every  thing  to 
insure  the  soundness  and  efficiency  of  banking  institutions, 
and  in  the  next  breath  they  boast  that  the  Pennsylvania 
bank,  without  the  Government  credit,  and  with  the  Govern- 
ment opposition,  did  not,  and  could  not  save  itself!  In  one 
breath  they  tell  us  that  the  Government  may  <*take  a  beg- 
gar from  off  the  streets,"  [Mr.  Calhouk  in  the  Senate,]  and 
attribute  him  with  commercial  and  financial  power  and  cred- 
it, may  make  him  a  safe  and  sound  banker;  and  in  the  next 
breath  they  call  out  to  us  for  help,  for  postponement  of  the 
fourth  instalment,  for  Treasury  notes,  for  indulgence  on 
duty  bonds,  for  the  means  of  assisting  a  bankrupt  Treasury, 
for  the  reason  that  some  eighty  or  ninety  local  State  banks, 
which  Government  has  been  backing  with  its  credit  for  four 
years,  have  suspended  specie  payments !  In  one  breath  they 
tell  us  that  the  Bonk  of  tlie  United  States  never  restored 
the  currency ;  and  in  the  next  they  admit  that  if  we  con- 
tinue to  take  locat  bank  paper,  we  must  have  a  national 
bank,  to  check  the  local  institutions  and  purify  the  curren- 
cy !  Sir,  it  is  true  that  the  Government  credit  does  much, 
it  does  every  thing  when  it  fortifies  and  guaranties  a  na- 
tional bank.  Its  credit,  organized  in  that  form,  is  all  that 
is  now  wanting;  but  it  does  nothing  but  mischief  when 
afforded  to  individuals  or  to  local  corporations.  It  stimu- 
lates to  excesses,  and  is  itself  weak  to  restore  an  equilib- 
rium— ^in  fact,  is  the  first  to  suffer  from  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion and  debauchery.  It  requires  more  help,  for  its  pro- 
tection, from  a  national  bank,  than  it  can  possibly  confer 
upon  any  other  form  of  fiscal  and  commercial  agency,  ^f 
a  bank  of  the  United  States  does  not  tend  to  restore  the 
currency,  why  did  Mr.  Calhoun  propose,  in  1834,  to  un- 
bank  the  banks  with  such  an  institution  1  The  Govern- 
ment was  then  fully  divorced  from  all  banks ;  all  that  had 
to  be  done  was  to  withhold  the  deposites  from  them.  Now, 
sir,  the  Government  is  married  to  the  banks — has  been  in 
Co.  with  them  for  years;  and  now,  when  a  severance  can- 
not be  had  without  violence  and  disaster,  now  is  the  con- 
nexion to  be  dissolved  !  We  are  told  that  a  United  States 
bank  has  never  yet  encountered  a  period  of  war.     Certain 


it  is  that  in.no  period  of  war  have  we  ever  hod  tach  t  help 
in  time  of  need,  unless  the  old  Bank  of  Norih  AmcTV!!, 
which  was  a  powerful  friend  during  the  Bevolaiion,  cooU 
be  so  considered.    It  is  said  a  national  hank  could  not  have 
survived  the  scenes  of  1813-*14.    True,  thuM  scenmren 
awful  enough  without  such  an  institution ;  non  eofu/o/tbit 
they  would  not  have  been  better  with  one,  knowing  tbit 
such  scenes  have  never  occurred  whilst  a  bank  of  the  Uu- 
ted  States  was  in  operation.     Well  may  the  geDilenn& 
safely  appeal  to  all  the  intervals  when  there  was  no  radi 
bank,  to  find  scenes  which,  perhaps,  no  bank  couM  hive 
encountered ;  but  it  is  sufficient  for  us  to  say,  in  reply,  tbit 
it  ever  encountered  all  tlie  difiUculties  it  met  daring  itia- 
istence ;  that  its  existence  occupied  more  than  ten  tiumthe 
space  of  time  which  its  absence  filled ;  and  hence  the  fair 
inference  might  be  drawn  that  no  sgch  scenes  cookl  occv 
during  its  existence  as  those  which  have  occurred  in  the 
intervals  when  it  was  not  in  exietence,  to  control  cwm 
and  effects. 

In  the  third  place,  sir,  I  join  issue  with  the  gentknui 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickxhs,]  and  maintain  the 
proposition  that  the  bank  was  ever  and  would  be  now  the 
best  friend  of  the  South. 

Sir,  no  interests  in  the  country  are  more  depcDdent  open 
a  sound,  safe,  and  uniform  currency,  than  the  interecuof 
agriculture,  and,  consequently,  the  interests  of  theSoolh. 
The  great  regulator,  fiy -wheel,  and  safety-valve  of  canen- 
cy  is,  as  I  have  shown,  a  bank  of  the  United  Stattt.  It 
afforded  and  is  the  only  means  which  has  ever  yet  beet 
devised,  which  has  furnished  that  great  amount  of  drcob* 
ting  medium  called  <*  bills  of  exchange."  Many  auppoi 
that  the  most  of  the  circulating  medium  consists  of  btiA 
notes  intermixed  with  a  small  amount  of  specie.  ICoti^ 
sir.  What  proportion  consisted  of  inland  bills  of  exchange 
I  have  not  been  able  accurately  to  ascertain ;  but  ceriaio  I 
is  that  all  the  heavier  operations  of  trade  are  and  moftfei 
cnrried  on  by  them.  At  certain  seasons  of  the  year  lufi 
amounts  arc  wanted  by  the  South,  to  be  transferred  to  iki 
northeastern  cities,  with  which  to  purchase  imporiaikioi 
for  consumption  ;  and  at  other  seasons  similar  amoootiot 
needed  by  the  North,  in  the  South,  to  purcbaK  ibc  m 
materials,  for  manufacture  or  exportation.  The  traufa 
of  these  heavy  amounts  must  be  made  by  bills  of  excbisp. 
It  cannot  be  conducted  by  transmitting  specie  or  local  bad 
notes ;  the  cost  and  insurance  and  delay  of  transporting  thi 
one,  and  the  discount  and  risk  upon  the  other,  foibid  tbd 
use  for  the  purposes  of  transferring  funds.  The  great  lai 
leading  arteries  of  trade,  then,  between  the  North  and  th 
South  were  supplied  by  bills  of  exchange  as  the  drcnlatiai 
medium,  whilst  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  waainop 
eration.  It  had  funds  in  Boston,  New  Yoik,  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore,  upon  which  to  draw  from  New  OrietM 
Mobile,  Charleston,  Nashville,  Cincinnati ;  and  fundal 
the  latter  places  upon  which  to  draw  from  the  formci 
Funds  were  drawn  without  transmitting  a  dollar;  tbeof 
eration  was  effected  simply  by  changing  the  pen  from  Ml 
side  to  the  other  of  the  books  of  the  mother  bank  and  il 
I>ranches.  No  money. was  withdrawn  from  trade  in  Net 
York;  none  from  trade  in  New  Orleans.  The  oblong bb 
of  paper  called  bills  of  exchange  caused  convertible  baa 
notes  or  specie  to  be  paid  at  either  plnce  at  sight,  and  i 
the  rate  of  one  half  of  one  per  cent.  This  was  the  ainpl 
and  beautiful  operation ;  and  these  bills  were  the  pabdot 
of  trade  when  the  United  States  Bank  was  stricken  dovi 
at  a  blow  by  the  mace  of  despotism.  What  was  the  cdfl 
sequence?  The  life-blood  was  dried  up ;  the  artcriea  wer 
drained  ;  a  large  proportion  of  the  circulating  medium  w 
destroyed.  The  consequence  to  (he  South  was  ruin^v 
upon  a  principle,  a  favorite  principle  of  Mr.  Calhouo.  H 
calculates  that  the  circulatirig  medium  U,  to  real  estate  c 
property,  generally  in  the  country  about  as  one  to  thirty 
If  so,  whenever  the  circulating  medium  is  reduced  one  oil 
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lioo,  the  property  of  the  oommanity  falln  thirty  miUionB  in 
nlue.  It  would  be  frightful  and  enormou*,  if  the  amount 
of  diminatioD  io  the  value  of  real  estate  and  other  property 
in  the  South  could  he  ascertained,  in  consequence  of  de- 
itroying  bill^  of  exchange  by  refusing  to  recharter  a  natlon- 
tl  bank.  There  is,  sir,  a  striking  and  manifest  difference 
betwseo  the  property  of  the  North  and  the  South.  The 
property  of  the  North  consists  of  money-capital.  The 
property  of  the  South  consists  of  land  and  its  products,  and 
ilsTet.  It  ia  clear,  therefore,  that  when  a  large  portion  of 
ctrcalatiog  medium  is  destroyed,  they  suffer  much  less  than 
we  io  the  South  do.  The  diminution  of  circulating  me- 
&m  depresses  the  price  of  land,  of  agricultural  products^ 
aodoftisTes,  thirty-fold;  whereas  the  money  of  the  North 
ii  KtusUy  raised  in  value  precisely  in  the  same  ratio.  Our 
property  will  sell  for  less  money — their  money  will  buy 
more  of  our  property.  True,  in  times  like  these,  when  there 
if  I  total  want  of  bills  of  exchange  to  transfer  debts  due  to 
tbe  North  from  the  South,  they  may  be  embarrassed  in  the 
cdltction  of  their  debts ;  but,  nevertheless,  when  they  are 
forcfd  to  sue  us  at  home  for  goods  purchased  in  the  North, 
it  will  always  take  a  double  portion  of  our  land  and  ne- 
groM^  or  of  their  products,  to  pay  the  debts.  Besides, 
diej  sre  chiefly  the  purchasers  of  our  agricultural  products, 
tnil  the  carriers  of  them,  and  whenever  they  are  oppressed 
for  the  want  of  a  circulating  medium  we  are  eventually  the 
fmtest  losers  in  the  price  of  those  products.  This  truth 
ii  desrly  illustrated  in  these  very  times,  by  the  fiict  that 
the  chief  losses  of  the  nation  have  fallen,  to  ihe  amount  of 
forty  millions  at  least,  Ufion  cotton  ! — notwithstanding  that 
piragraph  in  the  message  which  says : 

"The  difficulties  and  distresses  of  the  times,  though  un- 
^oestionably  great,  are  limited  in  their  extent,  and  cannot 
be  regarded  as  afibcting  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the 
nation.  Arising,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the  transactions 
of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce,  it  is  upon  them  that 
they  hare  chiefly  fallen.  The  great  agricultural  interest 
hu,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  sufl&red  comparatively 
little ;  and,  as  if  Providence  Intended  to  display  the  mu- 
nificeace  of  its  goodness  at  the  moment  of  our  greatest 
Bsed,  and  in  direct  contrast  to  the  evils  occasioned  by  the 
vtywardness  of  man,  we  have  been  blessed,  throughout 
oor  extended  territory,  with  a  season  of  general  health  and 
of  uncommon  fruitfulness.  The  proceeds  of  our  great  sta- 
ples will  soon  furnish  the  means  of  liquidating  debts  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  contribute  equally  to  the  revival  of 
commercial  activity  and  the  restoration  of  commercial 
credit." 

This  passage,  sir,  reminds  mo  of  this  curious  extract, 
which  I  found  the  other  day  in  some  newspaper : 

"  An  almanac,  published  in  the  year  1 730,  has  the  fol- 
lowing  very  remarkable  predictions,  which  have  been  ful- 
filled to  the  very  letter : 

'By  the  power  to  see  through  the  ways  of  Heaven, 
In  one  thousand  eight  hunnred  and  ihliiv  seven, 
Will  the  year  pass  away  wiUnnit  any  spniur, 
And  on  England's  ihione  shall  not  sii  a  king  I'  ** 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  Providence  has  displayed  its  goodness 
■cd  muniflcenoe  at  the  moments  always  of  this  country's 
IKatest  need  ;  and  His  infinite  goodness  will  ever,  I  hope, 
MMtain  us,  nutwithatanding  **the  evils  occasioned  by  the 
Waywardness  of  man,"  and  the  wirkedneos  of  unwise  and 
corrupt  rulers.  God  alone,  and  the  dew  he  sends  upon 
the  ripe  and  unripe  corn  and  upon  the  mown  hay,  can 
^p  us  from  beggary  and  want,  can  supply  us  with  food 
and  raiment;  but  a  sound  policy,  and  wise  and  virtuous 
•dministration,  would  turn  these  blessings  of  Providence 
to  some  account,  would  eatablish  ami  fix  a  s%iund  price 
Vpon  the  abundance  of  the  harvest  field !  Truly,  the  year 
1837  has  been  like  the  times  ot  our  trouble;  there  is  a 
proinise  of  abundant  harvest^  though  there  has  been  no 
*pnni;-time. 

This  mighty  country,  powerful  and  rich  as  it  is,  is  hard 


to  kill  in  its  resources,  which  are  almost  infinite ;  bnt  be 
assured,  sir,  it  is  in  the  kingdom  of  policy  as  it  is  in  the 
kingdom  of  grace— you  must  not  always  strive  against 
Giid !  We  must  not  throw  away  and  abuse  the  fruits  of 
Providence !  Though  Heaven  has  done  much  for  us,  the 
land,  the  land  of  the  South,  groans  with  the  folly  and  way- 
wardness of  man ! 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  asks  where  the 
capital  is  located  when  a  bank  of  the  United  States  is  cre- 
ated? I  answer,  everywhere,  throughout  the  whole 
country,  according  to-the  demands  and  necessities  of  trade. 
If  we  were  to  charter  a  bank  to-morrow,  and  locate  the 
mother  at  Charleston,  the  branches  at  New  fork  and 
Philadelphia  would  become  the  principal  wings  of  the  in- 
stitution— that  at  New  York  would  in  fact  become  the 
mother.  Why  ?  Because  the  importations  are  there,  the 
trade  is  there,  the  revenue  is  collected  there.  And,  I  ask, 
will  not  this  be  the  case  under  any  system  1  Was  it  not 
so  under  the  deposits  bank  system,  and  will  it  not  be  so 
under  a  sub-Treasury  system  ?  As  certainly  as  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  revenue  of  this  Government  is  collected  there, 
and  more  certainly  as  that  revenue,  under  the  geiitleman*a 
favorite  system,  would  accumulate  there  in  specie — there 
in  specie,  when  specie  would  be  so  scarce,  by  being  spung- 
ed  up  by  Government,  that  it  would  command  a  premium, 
and  he  in  fact  a  greater  amount  of  capital  concentrated 
there,  (in  New  York,)  than  the  Government  would  other- 
wise have.  He  asks,  if  the  Sutrs  of  this  Union  were 
separate,  as  in  the  time  of  the  Colonies,  would  not  the 
exporting  States  import  for  themselves  1  No,  sir ;  they 
never  did  import  for  themselves  when  they  were  Colonies. 
A  raw-material  region,  an  agricultural  country,  cannot  be 
also  a  mercantile  and  manufacturing,  a  ship-building  and 
money -capital  country.  The  trade  of  Virginia  was  car- 
ried on  before  the  Revolution,  by  English  merchants  and 
shipping,  and  since  then  by  New  England  merchanU  and 
shipping.  True,  the  English  merchants  sent  their  ships 
directly  to  our  rivers  on  the  Chesapeake,  but  then  there 
was  no  coasting  trade,  which  now  does  the  same  thing  for 
us  to  the  full  extent  of  our  wants  and  demands. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  also  complains  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  1832,  gave  the  Piesident 
a  sword  to  bury  in  the  vitals  of  nullification  !  Sir,  this  ia 
a  new  charge,  strange  and  extraordinary  in  its  charactefy 
and  coming  from  an  unexpected  quarter. 

If  it  be  «  a  true  bill'*  against  the  bank,  that  it  furnished 
the  means  of  defending  the  Union  in  its  peril,  it  will  be  a 
new  and  unheard  of  recommendation  of  it  to  some,  though 
not  to  me.  I  repudiated  the  doctrines  of  nullification.  I 
Btruggled  against  iu  principles  and  practices,  and  depreca- 
ted its  efTecU  and  tendencies ;  but,  sir,  if  the  war  upoa 
South  Carolina  had  come  <*to  the  knife,"  it  would  have 
found  inany  a  Union  man  of  Virginia  fighting  in  her  de- 
fence, though  they  had  argued  she  had  her  full  share  of 
wrong  in  the  quarrel.  I  should  have  been  one  among  those 
who  reasoned  on  one  side,  and  would  have  fought  on  the 
other.  No  corps  of  a  standing  army  should  ever  have 
crossed  Virginia  borders,  with  my  consent,  to  invade  a 
Southern  sister  Stale.  I  therefore  say,  sir^  that  this  charge 
against  the  United  States  Bank  is,  if  tme,  no  recommend- 
ation of  it  to  me.  Nothing  recommends  itself  to  me  which 
suenghtens  the  arm  of  the  Executive.  But,  sir,  this  charge 
cannot  be  tenable.  Be  it  remembered  that  the  bank  itself 
was  then  (in  1832)  struggling  against  that  same  President 
for  its  own  ssfcty  and  existence,  and  that  then  he  was  war- 
ring against  it  furiously,  upon  the  ground  that  it  had  entered 
the  political  lists  against  his  re-election.  I  cannot  conceive, 
therefore,  upon  what  grounds  it  is  now  accused  of  furnish- 
ing weapons  to  the  hands  of  its  own  enemy,  and  that,  too, 
to  destroy  some  of  its  own  best  friends.  Among  those 
strongest  friends  were  then  counted  the  Hon.  George  Me- 
Dofiie  and  the  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun !  And  meet  itrenge 
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and  unaceonntable  is  it,  if  this  charge  be  true,  either  as  to 
the  motives  of  the  bank  or  its  necessary  eflbcts,  that  Mr. 
Gttlhoon  should,  so  soon  after  the  fell  of  1832  as  the  spring 
of  1884,  propose  in  the  Semite  of  the  United  States  to  re- 
charter  this  same  bloody  monster  for  tweWe  years !  !  The 
gentleman;  sir,  must  be  wrong  now,  or  his  honorable  and 
distinguished  Senator  must  have  been  most  unpardonably 
and  egregiously  guilty  of  a  suicidal  act  of  Southern  policy 
in  1834. 

The  gentleman  boasts  that  the  people  of  the  South  are 
an  old  fashioned  people,  and  he  complains  that  the  bank, 
like  Czar  Peter,  cut  the  coats  of  Southern  village  dandies 
hi  the  fashion  !  This  is  a  still  more  grievous  charge  against 
the  tyranny  of  that  monster,  which  it  seems  was  guilty  of 
monstrosities  from  the  most  enormous — the  plucking  of  a 
President's  beard,  to  the  most  petty — that  of  clipping  the 
ooat-tails  of  Southern  dandies !  It  did,  no  doubt,  affect  the 
social  habits,  as  well  as  the  political,  financial,  and  com- 
mercial power  of  the  country.  But,  sir,  this  objection, 
though  apparently  frivolous,  baa  more  in  it  than  strikes  us 
at  first.  It  illustrates  the  nature  and  degree  of  that  preju- 
dice which  really  prevails  in  many  communities,  which  are 
not  immediately  connected  with  the  associations  of  trade, 
against  that  institution. 

In  many  respects,  sir,  but  in  none  so  much  as  in  rela- 
tion to  the  improvements  of  commerce  and  of  the  mechanic 
arts,  are  the  Southern  people  a  half  century  behind  the 
times  in  which  they  live.    Noble,  generous,  liberal-minded, 
brave,  independent,  intelligent,  and  sagacious,  yet  are  many 
of  them  too  metaphysical,  and  likely— as  Mr.  Letcher  uaed 
to  say  of  old  Virginia — to  die  of  an  abstraction !     They 
admire  and  cherish  old  things  and  ways;  and  despise, 
without  much  reason»  improvements  in  the  credit  system, 
just  as  they  do  a  now  lapel  or  button !     They  do  not  en- 
large, as  I  said  on  a  former  occasion,  their  capacities  to 
revive  the  benefits  of  any  institutions  of  trade ;  they  do 
not  calculate  their  losses  in  the  destruction  of  them  when 
treated  and  existing,  but  look  alone  with  dissatisfaction  to 
the  greater  benefits  which  others  receive  from  improved  ca- 
pacities and  enlarged  advantages.     They  claim  justly  that 
rYsture  has  done  the  most  for  ihem ;  are  content  with  what 
Nature  has  done  for  them ;  and  are  only  discontented  when 
they  behold  the  art  of  others  outstripping  their  friend  Na- 
ture.    They  «ire  only  wrong,  sir,  in  not  improving  and  as- 
sisting their  own  natural  advaniages,  and  in  wishing  to 
prevent  others  from  exerting  their  enterprise  and  wits  to 
make  up  for  natural  deficiencies,  whilH  they  are  unwilling 
to  exert  their  own  wits  and  enterprise  at  all.    Let  Charles- 
ton unite  by  a  railroad  with  Cincinnati,  and  Norfolk  tap 
the  Big  bend  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  we  shall  shortly  hear 
no  more  complaints  about  the  immense  advantages  of  cap- 
ital which  a  bank  of  the  United  States  gives  to  the  North. 
If  we  sit  all  the  day  idle,  why  shall  we  complain  that  New 
York,  Philadelphia,   and  Baltimore,   come  thousands  of 
miles  to  take  to  themselves,  by  internal  improvements,  the 
produce  of  back  countries,  which  need  not  be  transported 
as  many  hundreds  of  miles  to  our  seaports  1     We  must 
have  trade  before  we  have  capital,  and  State  internal  im- 
provements before  we  can  have  trade.     Tiade,  sir,  trade 
will  make  the  South  as  prosperous  and  strong  as  the  North ; 
and  trade  will  make  the  South  as  f.i8t  a  friend  of  s  national 
bank  as  a  national  bank  is  now  of  the  South  without  trade ! 
I  regret,  sir,  exceedingly,  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  in  relation  to  Texas.     He  says  the 
friends  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States  are  the  enemies  of 
Texas.     I  lieg  leave  to  say,  sir,  that  time  will  shnw  whe- 
ther he  is  any  truer,  though  he  may  be  a  much  abler,  friend 
to  the  annexation  of  that  State  to  this  Union  than  I  am. 
On  that  subject,  as  on  nullification,  I  presume  he  will  find 
the  friends  of  a  national  bank  divide<l ;  but,  sir,  he  will 
find  no  one  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  because 
ffivorable  C»  a  national  bank.     Bat  what  does  this  alluMon 


to  Texas  mean  1     Is  it  a  political  appeal  1    Ititexpedtd 
by  any  quarter  that  Texas  will  unite  the  South  upon  nw 
leader;  and  that  the  South,  added  to  the  locefoco  desin»> 
tives  of  the  North,  and  the  Executive  retinae  ofNevYoit 
and  Pennsylvania,  will  bring  that  leader  into  power!  Sir, 
let  me  warn  those  who  entertain  it,  that  the  hope  ii  tui 
and  worse  than  delusive !    The  South  is  most  oppoeed  li 
reason  and  interest  to  locofocoism,  and  it  wiQ  be  nnjon 
and  destructive  to  the  cause  of  Texas  to  make  it  t  hobt^of 
party  politics.     The  restoration  of  a  aoand  canency  hot 
would  aid  Texas  as  much  as  ourselves.     Whence  hai  thtt 
glorious  republic  derived  her  loans  to  achieve  the  baUieiof 
her  liberty  and  independence  t    The  South  and  Soothwot 
have  furnished  her  with  arms  and  men ;  the  North,  I  pre* 
sume,  has  furnished  her  with  money  and  credit    If  ber 
wars  still  continue,  still  she  will  want  the  benefit  of  thil 
system  here  which  carried  us  through  the  travails  of  iede* 
pendenoe — a  system  of  credit !  yes,  ours  was  drpreciilfd 
paper  credit ! 

A  bank  of  the  United  States  would  not  only  iDdiicetljr 
aid  the  cause  of  civil  liberty  in  Texas,  by  the  coofideDd 
and  credit,  safe  and  sound,  it  would  diffuse  uDivemllj,bot, 
as  I  have  said,  it  would  prove,  at  this  time  especial^,  tbi 
best  bulwark  of  civil  liberty  in  the  United  Sutee!   8ir,I 
mean  all  I  say.     The  bank  is  expedient  and  Deoenuy; 
the  only  question  which  remains  is,  is  it  *'  proper,"  tlnii^ 
congenial  with  our  free  institutions  1     What  has  hcca  tte 
practice  and  tendency  of  the  Executive  of  this  Oovereaeil 
for  the  last  eight  yeara  1     To  wield  the  entire  legiditioa 
and  control  of  this  nation  and  its  destinies,  by  mesBiofthi 
public  money  !    There  is  needed,  much  needed,  la  ia- 
terposing  stumbling-block,  or  check,  between  the  Yna6ai 
and  the  public  purse,  now  more  than  ever !    When  ?n^ 
dent  Jackson  removed  the  dcpontes,  be  took  them  fron 
out  of  the  handa  of  the  law — of  the  legislative  departmnl. 
When  he  put  them  in  the  pet  banka,  he  put  then  in  thi 
hands  of  the  Executive ;  there  they  have  been  ever  lioci^ 
in  defiance  of  the  law  and  the  constitution ;  and  now  at 
are  asked  to  yield  the  constitutional  custody  and  control  ol 
Congress  over  the  public  money,  and  to  place  it  in  dM 
Briarian  hands  of  a  hundred   thousand  officeholder*- 
"  the  eyes  and  arms  of  the  Executive  !**   To  what  depertf 
ment  of  this  Government  does  the  custody  and  control  i 
the  public  money  belong  1     Sir,  there  is  an  obscure  duM 
of  this  constitution  which  has  ever  been  overlooked  bj  il 
of  the  wisest  of  its  expounders.    I  moon  that  sacred  da* 
which  reads :  Congress  shall  have  power — 

**  To  make  all  lawa  which  shall  be  necessary  and  pnpi 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  il 
other  powera  vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  Goven 
ment  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  oAoi 
thereof." 

Now,  sir,  the  first  clause  of  this  section  is  the  only  pii 
of  it  which  is  habitually  referred  to,  and  is  a  cleusa,  ta 
the-by,  which  is  not  favored  generally  by  strict  rointisi 
tionists,  liecause  it  is  erroneously  thought  by  some  lo  eoi 
fbr  indefinite  powera.  No  such  thing.  The  reverxeif  ih 
case.  By  marking  the  Utter  clause  attentively,  yes  «> 
find  that  there  is  not  a  section  in  the  constitution  iiiei 
jealously  restrictive,  itnd  esp^ially  of  Executive  po«i 
and  discretion.  It  is  that  clause  which  General  J«cka> 
never  read,  or  never  underst<KMi.  It  contradicts  bit  cell 
brated  role  of  action,  ''that  hew  as  to  execute  the  Iswt  h 
the  powers  of  the  Executive  as  he  thought  proper."  Sir,  tl 
Executive  has  no  discretion  as  to  the  means  of  exeeoiii 
its  own  powers  even,  much  less  the  powers  of  Coo^R* 
The  means  necessary  to  execute  the  '*  foregoing  powert; 
that  ia,  the  powers  of  Congress^  **  and  all  other  po«« 
veated  by  tbia  constitution  in  the  Govef  nment*'^niark  if 
gradation  of  descent  from  generals  to  particular-'" sc  < 
any  department  or  officer  thereof."  Does  this  not  mei 
Executive  powers  1  AU  the  means  necessaiy  to  execute  i 
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iie  powers  of  eveiy  depsrtment,  or  officer,  are  given  to 
/ongreai !  Does  the  Premdent  require  meane  to  execute  an 
SxflCutiTe  power  even  t  May  he  adopt  means,  however 
leoessaij  or  proper,  himselfl  No  !  be  mast  apply  to  the 
igislative  department  Such  is  the  constitution  ;  yet  how 
unrerted,  ind  abused,  and  trampled  on  !  Sir,  I  am  thus 
Hoate  io  commenting  on  this  clause,  so  restrictive  of 
Izccutive  power  and  discretion,  becaose,  I  repeat,  there  is 

0  cbote  of  the  constitution  which  is  so  much  overlooked, 
odoever  regarded. 

To  illoflfrate  its  application.  The  question  arose  last 
luter,  in  the  case  of  Texas — to  what  department  does  the 
•ver  belong  to  recognise  the  independence  of  a  people 
IraBling  for  liberty  and  for  an  equal  station  among  the 
Hioiu  of  the  earth  1  To  my  utter  surprise,  on  examining 
odge  Story's  Commentary  on  the  constitution,  I  found 
Mt  he  bjt  it  down  as  a  power  belonging  to  the  Exec- 
ihre^  because  he  saye  it  is  incidental  to  the  power  of 
ppoioting  and  receiving  ambassadors.  He  entirely  over- 
KikaJ  tbat  clause  in  the  constitution  which  clearly  vests 
my  incidentsi  and  resulting  power  of  the  Government 

1  CoogrpsB.  Thence,  sir,  is  derived  the  power  to  ctfllect, 
ileep^  snd  to  pay  away  the  money  of  the  United  States. 
SoDgTcas  msy  appoint  a  hand,  an  agent  of  the  law,  to  do 
IJ  perform  all  these  duties  independent  of  the  Executive ; 
r  *'  Congress  may  by  law  vest  the  app«iintment  of  inferior 
iem,  ss  they  think  proper,  in  the  President  alone,  in  the 
Nirtsof  law,  or  in  the  beads  of  departments.''  But  the 
■tody  and  control  of  the  public  money  have  been  usurped 
}  the  Executive,  in  which  almost  all  incidental  and  re- 
dling  powers  have  merged,  and  have  been  tamely  and 
poeiy  yielded  by  Congress !  Sir,  I  know  of  no  way  so 
■e  and  80  appropriate  to  reclaim  this  derelict  and  import- 
|l  power  as  that  of  creating  a  national  corporation,  which 
■H  be  made  the  agent  and  hand  of  the  law,  which  the 
leeutiva  shall  not  touch  or  control,  and  which  shall  be  | 
iigect  only  to  the  legislative  will ! 

I'he  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  P.]  ia  utterly 
'nmg,  then,  when  he  says  that  t>»  create  a  bank  will  be 
'  part  with  an  attribute  of  sovereignty — to  regulate  the 
\Tttoffj.  Sir,  it  will  regain  and  restore  the  just  and  con- 
btiooal  powers  of  Congress,  and  it  will  be  the  most  com- 
rte  and  efficient  check  which  can  be  put  by  law  upon 
jtocative  absolutism  I  In  this  point  of  view  it  would  ho- 
se the  egis  of  constitutional  liberty  !  E  xperience  teaches 
>it«  veakne«s  as  a  political  engine.  It  was  in  favor  with 
ic  adjiiinistration,  the  administration  died ;  it  was  opposed 
the  BQcoeeding  administration,  and  the  bank  died.  Ad- 
II  it,  however,  to  be  aa  dangerous  as  it  was  ever  charged 
Ui  bring,  is  it  more  so  than  the  substitutes  which  have 
■n  tried  and  proposed  ?  It  may,  forsooth,  concentrate 
id  onite  the  money  power  and  the  political  power  of  the 
viotry  and  Government.  The  pet  bank  system  certainly 
'  tbaa  unite  them  and  elect  a  President,  and  the  sub- 
'earaiy  system  is  an  open  and  palpable  proposition  of  direct 
id  certain  union  between  the  purse  and  the  sword !  Such  is 
t  consistency  of  these  pretended  patriots  who  war  upon 
^k  ss  a  political  monster,  and  yet  go  **all  for  the*' 
••ey  in  the  Executive !  The  bank  is  more  «*  proper"  in 
b  sense  than  any  substitute  which  its  enemies  have  ever 
*  propoaed. 

The  gentleman,  sir,  in  good  feeling  and  friendship,  ad- 
^  me  not  to  rely  on  the  letter  writers  for  a  character, 
u  to  took  rather  to  enlightened  public  opinion.  I  shall 
ke  the  advice,  sir ;  for,  from  the  billingsgate  which  has 
^  been  sent  forth  from  the  desks  in  this  Hall— [Here 
'•  Wisi  looked  significantly  at  the  seat  of  Jonir  H. 
tBiTiss,  a  member  from  New  York,  the  editor  of  the 
■c^manV  Journal,  in  that  State,  and  the  letter  writer  for 
■  ttwn  paper] — I  am  well  aware  that  a  character  for  vir- 
^ honor,  and  truth,  has  nothing  to  expect  from  tliepen  of 
■^ood  dipped  in  the  gall  of  bitterness ;  and  I  know  not 


why  I  should  have  been  warned  not  to  rely  on  the  praise 
of  letter  writers,  when  I  have  been  made  the  subject  of 
their  constant  vituperation.  Some  of  the  letter  writers  I 
know  to  be  gentlemen,  and  the  friends  of  truth  more  than 
they  are  my  friends ;  but  I  rely  not  on  them,  but  on  en- 
lightened public  opinion.  My  own  convictions  as  to  a  na- 
tional bank  are  not  new,  and  have  not  been  taken  up  for 
a  party  purpose  or  for  a  season ;  they  are  as  old  as  my  pub- 
lic life ;  my  constituents  have  known  them  of  old,  and  they 
are  not  to  be  relinquished  for  the  sake  of  a  triumph  to  my- 
self, or  of  triumph  over  an  enemy,  or  for  fear  of  defeat ; 
though,  sir,  I  am  confident  that  they  are  convictions  which 
will  eventually  seize  upon  the  minds  of  all  as  they  have 
fastened  upon  mine.  I  have  been  for  a  bank  through  evil 
report;  and  now  that  I  see  the  great  reformer — expe- 
rience— abroad,  with  scourge  in  hand  to  wake  up  the  peo- 
ple to  reflection  and  inquiry ;  to  make  them  hold  up  iheir 
heads  from  individual  purauita  to  attend  to  the  operetionj 
of  a  Government  which  has  put  its  rude  hands  deeply  into 
their  pockets ;  now,  I  say,  when  I  see  the  hope  of  better 
times,  I  shall  wait,  patiently  wait,  for  the  troubling  of  the 
waters,  for  the  dealing  of  the  people,  for  their  voices  to 
come  up  aa  a  strong  man,  for  radical  relief  of  the  country, 
its  constitution^  its  currency,  its  liberty  I 

But,  to  return  to  the  message:  I  have  been  drawn  off 
singularly  enough  to  reply  to  a  gentleman  who  I   thought 
once  would  have  been  one  of  the  last  to  be  found  fighting 
for  this  administration.     The  President  next  attacks  the 
local  banks.     They  have  failed,  notwithstanding  the  Gov- 
ernment credit  at  their  back ;  I  admit  it,  sir,  and  always 
thought  they  would,  and  so  did  the  administration.     I  am 
excited  to  feel  some  sympathy  for  the  pet  bank  system  only 
by  the  rank  profligacy  with  which  "  the  party"  now  de- 
nounce their  own  victims.     In  his  war  upon  theae  institu- 
tions the  President  exceeds  even  Fanny  Wright  herself. 
I  have  one  of  her  books,  air,  and  I  find,  I  confess,  aome 
moderation,  something  conservative  even  in  her  book ;  but 
in  this  message  nothing  but  *' destnictiveness"  is  develop- 
ed.   She  says — I  quote  her  in  contrast  with  the  Pretiident^ 
**  And  now  I  will  concede,  and  it  ia  a  position  I  have 
ever  myself  assnmed,  that  all  thinga  have  to  be  taken  suc- 
cessively and  in  order.     But  one  thing  is  to  propose  meaa- 
urea,  and  another  thing  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  atate 
of  aiffiiira.     One  thing  is  to  diatinguish  where  we  are ; 
another,  whither  we  are  to  go ;  and  another  how  we  are  to 
get  there.     It  is  by  no  means  necesjary  to  knock  down  all 
the  chartered  monopoliea  the  first  fine  morning ;  nor  on 
any  morning  that  we  should  unsettle  such  aa  may  be  judged 
of  real  public  utility,  or  of  importance  to  the  public  de- 
fence and  safety,  at  a  time,  too,  when  of  all  others,  the 
financial  afiaira  of  the  nation  require  careful,  and  skilful 
guardianship.     Yet,  I  do  think  it  is  not  only  allowable  to 
look  at  them,  and  every  morning  that  we  choose ;  to  in- 
vestigate the  nature  of  their  whole  structure,  examine  their 
foundations,  pry  into  all  their  hidden  passagea,  Imck  en- 
trances, secret  cupboards,  traps,  and  cellars ;  but,  moreover, 
that  it  is  right  and  proper,  and  of  urgent  n^ceasity,  that 
we  should  do  so.     I  will  not  quote  the  old  proverb  which 
says  a  cat  may  look  at  a  King — a  proverb  that  ia  practically 
true  in  most  countries  where  there  are  Kings  to  look  at ; 
nor  aak  why,  in  this  country,  the  King,  which  is,  dtjure 
at  leaat,  the  (wople,  may  not  look  at  the  cat— and  at  a  c«t» 
too,  that  gives  him  many  hard  scratchea." 

Yes,  sir,  I  am  for  looking  at  the  cat  too.    The  King,  dt 
faetOt  however,  is  the  Presldentp—and  the  Praaiident  too  ia 
the  cat  which  has  stolen  the  cheese  frona  the  people,  the 
King  dejure. 

But  you  see,  air,  that  even  Fanny  ia  not  for  knocking 
down  all  the  chartered  monopoliea  the  firat  fine  morning ; 
nor  on  any  morning  that  we  should  unsettle  such  as  may 
be  judeed  of  real  public  utility.  But  the  President  and 
Levi  Woodbury  both  now  aay  the  pet  banka  were  corrupt. 
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Sir,  T  refer  to  the  9ih  page  of  the  President's  message 
which  I  have  already  quoted,  and  T  beg  you  to  hear  what 
fi$aint  Levi  says  ;  he  is  speaking  of  the  litde  sub  treasuries, 
now  in  opeiation,  when  he  says : 

**The  existing  establishments  and  officers,  whenever 
convenient,  would  be  employed  without  a  double  machinery, 
or  the  organization  of  a  new  system  of  agents.  Execu- 
tive control  would  be  diminished  rather  than  increased  by 
them,  because  any  additional  officers  will  be  selected,  not 
by  the  President  alone,  or  the  Treasury  Department,  as 
the  banks  now  are,  but  virtually  be  designated  by  Con- 
gress and  the  principal  incumbents  appointed  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  They  would  also  remove  all  ground 
for  the  objection  sometimes  urged  against  the  former  sys- 
tem, that  the  Executive  alone  exercises  an  extensive  patron- 
age and  great  moneyed  influence  through  a  host  of  bank 
presidents,  directors,  and  stockholders,  scattered  through 
every  section  of  the  country,  and  selected  without  the  as- 
sent or  check  of  either  House  of  Congress  in  any  particular 
case,  and  making  loans  of  thtf  public  money  from  consider- 
ations merely  political  or  official.  A  very  wide  discretion 
will  be  thus  restricted,  and  a  prolific  soiuce  of  suspicion 
and  imputation  of  fovoritism  and  partiality  oe  entirely  stop- 
ped. 

"The  officers,  under  the  plans  proposed,  will  likewise 
be  amenable  exclusively  to  the  General  Government,  and 
not  be  embarra^sed,  like  the  officers  of  the  banks,  by  con- 
flicting duties  and  interests  in  respect  to  the  States,  nor  in- 
volved in  those  collisions,  jealousies,  and  recriminations 
often  attendant  on  that  position." 

**  Angels  and  ministers  of  grace  defend  us !"  Who  would 
have  imagined  such  as  this  from  Levi  i  Last  spring  that 
Pharisee  was  brought  to  the  book  and  sworn  upon  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  to  tell  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  l»ut  the  truth,  about  the  corrup- 
tions and  dangerous  influences  of  the  deposite  banks,  arol 
he  tried  to  know  nothing.  The  whole  system  and  con- 
cern was  "  as  fair  a  'ting  as  ever  was ;"  and  now  we  see 
him  coming  out  in  the  face  of  his  oath,  and  reporting  offi- 
cially against  **  a  proliflc  source  of  suspicion  and  imputa- 
tion of  favoritism  and  partiality  !"  Oh !  how  he  must 
have  gulped  at  this  much  even  !  how  much  more  when  he 
got  out — "the  Executive  alone  exercises  an  extensive  pa- 
tronage and  great  moneyed  influence  through  a  host  of 
bank  pi^sidenis,  directors,  and  stockholders,  scattered 
through  every  section  of  the  country,'*  &c.  All  this,  this 
very  charge-^this,  the  gist  of  it,  was  made  by  Peyton  and 
Wise  last  winter.  Levi  liept  his  own  conscience ;  the 
Globe  denied ;  the  minion  and  pimp,  Reuben,  bullied  and 
placarded  ;  the  President  pronouncied  us  liars  all  the  way 
from  Washington  to  the  Hermitage,  and  said  here  we 
ought  to  he  Houstonized  !  And  now,  oh!  all  earth  and 
heaven !  look  here !  verily,  every  ch.ir^  is  confessed  by 
both  President  and  Secretary  I  What  thinks  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Gaulavd,]  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investi- 
gation, 1  majority  of  which  rcporteil  that  there  was  no 
•gent,  no  corruption,  no  political  influence ;  that  all  was  fair, 
and  right  republican  !  Does  this  not  put  that  majority  to 
the  blush  ? 

Never  had  I,  never  had  my  friend  Peyton,  never  shsll 
we  again  obtain  for  truth — "which  is  mighty  and  will 
prevail" — such  a  glorious  triumph  as  this !  Sir,  I  must 
quote  Fanny  Wright  again.  I  approve  her  sentiments 
cordially  when  she  says  : 

"  But,  joking  apart,  I  would  ask  if,  on  the  part  of  any  set 
of  men,  there  be  either  policy  or  decency,  in  a  world  whose 
rule  is  riaht,  and  whose  guide  is  reason,  (or  which  other- 
wise is  without  either  rule  or  guide  at  all) — I  would  ask,  I 
■ay,  whether,  at  the  point  of  inquiry  at  which  the  public 
mind  has  now  arrived,  there  lie  policy  or  decency  in  the 
attempt  to  prevent,  or  even  to  rctaid,  the  investigation  of 
any  question  whatsoever  1     It  is  a  law  of  the  human  mind 


instinctively  to  resist  injustice  and  to  sporo  trbitnij  di^ 
tation.  In  America,  mureover,  such  is  the  law  of  thi 
State.  To  cry  <*  silence  !"  to  the  voice  of  public  curiosit; 
is  hero  outrage ;  to  induce  silence  by  bribery  or  eo^ 
it  by  violence  is  overt  treason.  What  policy  is  then 
or  can  there  he  In  endeavoring  to  hide  what  evm  bodj 
sees,  or  in  making  endless  turns  and  trickf  whni  the 
public  eye  is  open  to  them  all  1  There  is  a  modeb;  vbid^ 
in  this  country,  all  prudence  may  be  secured  and  all  pa- 
tience commanded.  It  is  simply  to  tell  the  truth  on  til 
occasions.  Never  to  mystify  and  never  to  falsify.  To  say, 
such  and  such  is  our  position.  By  so  muchitiataifs;ba^ 
in  setting  it  right,  let  us  beware  of  the  leeshore  ind  thi 
false  current.  And,  so  that  we  hear  of  dangers  really  ia 
existence,  and  not  of  imaginary  ones  invented  to  draw  tbi 
ship  into  some  new  course  of  error,  or  to  keep  her  fioa 
taking  the  shortest  course,  consistent  with  safety,  into  tki 
right  one,  we  may  be  sure  that  all  on  board  will  pones 
their  souls  in  peace,  and  wait  for  salvation,  or  strain  eveiy 
nerve  to  aid  it,  without  murmur  or  even  a  hard  ihooglit* 
All  on  board  and  nothing  in  the  dark.  Whenever  a  id8«* 
ure  is  right,  or  even  when  not  absolutely  right  in  itselC 
but  only  indispensable  under  existing  circumstaneee,  tbeia 
is  always  reason  to  give  for  it ;  and  let  it  bs  given,  lol 
given  without  fear  of  opposition  or  eva:non  of  diacoeaoo, 
and  the  mnss  of  this  nation  will  support  it." 

Sir,  I  am  no  advocate  of  the  pet  bank  system.  Uhiil 
now  what  I  always  thought  of  it ;  though  a  letter  wriierit* 
ports  me  as  mak:ng  terms  now  with  Reuben,  between  wb(^ 
and  myself,  my  colleague  [Mr.  Ga^bland]  is  said  to  be  fli 
internuncio.  I  cannot  vote  for  the  conservative  meaioit^ 
but  I  cannot  agree  that  our  State  institutions  shall  allj 
knocked  down,  as  Fanny  says,  at  a  blow,  by  the  ?«■ 
dent,  after  he  has  used  them  for  all  his  ambitioaa  and  ool 
rupt  designs,  and  af\er  he  is  forced  to  cast  them  uff  on  i^ 
count  of  the  odium  they  have  incurred  by  the  aboJHl 
which  he  has  perverted  them.  It  is  now  politic  in  "B 
party"  to  be  the  first  to  denounce  them — to  cry  catch thia 
catch  thief!  the  loudest,  in  order  to  turn  parfoit  f^ 
themselves,  who  have  been  the  chief  of  the  sinnen,  tt 
guiltiest  of  larceny  and  robbery,  and  accessary  befoie  ii 
after  the  fact  to  the  guilt  of  the  pet  banks ! 

The  message  throui^hout,  sir,  is  a  general  and  aweefSI 
attack  upon  the  whole  credit  system,  and  the  geotieiBj 
from  South  Carolina  agrees  with  the  President  io  4 
locofnco  tenet  that  that  system  is  inimical  to  boniao  li^ 
ty.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Pickexs]  "  preaches  back insj 
rection  to  the  Northern  laborer,"  whom  he  puts  oponll 
footing  of  a  Southern  slave  !  I  should  hardly  thiuki* 
that  he  would  Ite  heeded  by  any  laboring  men  of  int4 
gf  nee,  and  scarcely  by  a  mob,  if  white,  if  they  had  il 
pride  of  condition,  or  the  lea»t  aelf-reapect.  Us  telkt 
that  John  Milton  was  a  locofoco.  I  wonder  if  he  wail 
the  sub^Treasury  !  Sir,  in  this  too,  the  President 
clearly  departing  from  the  "  footsteps  of  his  illustrious  p 
decessor."  In  Mr.  Tnney's  letter  to  the  Commitle^ 
Ways  and  Means,  dated  April  15,  1834,  he  sayi:  (^ 
pa^isai^es  already  quoted.) 

Sir,  I  was  much  astonii^hed  to  see  the  great  leader 
locofocoisrn  in  New  York  [Mr.  E.  Moons]  shake  ha» 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina*  [Mr.  Picxk'* 
after  he  took  his  seat  upon  the  proposed  union  betpe< 
Northern  laboring  men  and  Southern  slaves !  I  can  a 
count  for  such  a  uni<m  and  such  congratulations  only  j 
the  principles  that  extremes  are  sure  to  meet  Not  that  tl 
Inboring  men  of  the  North  are  sure  to  affiliate  witho 
slaves  ;  but  that  locofocoisrn  is  certain  to  amalstamats  wf 
aristocracy  as  it  now  does  with  power — despotic  Esecutt 
power,  irresponsible,  and  seeking  to  be  unchecked! 

Such  were  the  principles  that  guided  the  adrsinisti 
tion  of  Gen.  Jackson  in  selecting  the  deposit?  banks^  ai 
in  regulating  them  ;  and,  sir,  let  me  do  Mr.  Tsney  thejii 
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ice  to  nj  that,  however  be  nmy  have  Iteen  in  error  in  car- 
jiog  bi«  principles  into  practice,  he  advanced  many  which 
nre  Qfldoabtedly  sound  and  wise,  and  he  aeemed  to  me 
nr  to  have  been  governed  by  fixed  and  well-considered 
nadples.  He  did  not  appear  to  adopt  a  creed  merely  be- 
taw  it  might  captivate  the  popular  prejudices ;  and  I  do 
At  ihiok  that  he  would  have  pursued  one  to  extremity  if 
»  nw  that  it  would  lead  to  ruin,  though  it  might  be 
'dapped  by  the  crowd/'  Certain  it  was  that  he  was  Gen. 
icbjD'i  favorite  Secretary,  and  he  was  very  far  from  ad- 
aflcinf  these  alarming  appeals  to  *'  the  poor,'*  to  war  upon 
fjstem  vhich  is  the  best  protection  of  men  without  capi- 
iL  To  lee  a  poor  man  assisting  to  destroy  the  credit 
fftemisat  once  to  remind  one  of  Hogarih's  picture  of  a 
Mb,  in  which  a  misguided  and  frantic  wretch  is  sawing 
io«lf  down  from  the  top  of  a  high  sign-post !  Sir, 
koe  ire  two  kinds  of  democracy  as  to  equality  among 
M.  The  one  tends  to  degrade  all  men  to  an  equality 
pOQ  the  lowest  scale  ;  the  other  tends  to  oxalt  them  to 
1  equality  upon  the  highest  scale  of  human  excellence. 
iMrariuer  strives  to  pull  down  all  excellencies  in  sys- 
pf  or  io  men,  and  forbids  all  perfection  in  either. 
Ivf  is  the  "Agrarion,"  which  would  reduce  us  to  the 
nl  of  brutes,  and  which,  under  the  pretence  of  holding 
lek  those  who  strive  to  improve  their  own  condition  and 
IP Borai  condition  ol  mankind,  to  prevent  improvement 
IB  oiaking  diSerencea  among  men,  would,  in  fact,  make 
wti^  work  for  indolence,  the  vigilant  keep  guard  for  the 
Kpnl,  give  the  fruits  of  enterprise  to  those  who  toil  not 
Ijdo  not  spin,  and  divide  the  rewards  of  wisdom  and 
Am  with  ignorance  and  vice  !  This  kind  oi  democracy 
jfta  laokett  despotism.  It  is  as  unjust  and  oppressive  as 
Fimprtcticable  and  impossible. 

pv,  no  Government  can  repress  the  energies  of  mind 
i  of  moral  power.  This  low,  levelling  democracy  may 
^  a  division  of  property  among  men  to-morrow  ;  will 
fiio  equal  division  the  next  day  T  No,  sir,  some  will 
ed  others  in  character,  in  moral  power,  in  sagacity,  in 
*iy)  in  wisdom  and  virtue  and  success ;  start  them  even 
^enii  you  may,  with  the  profligate,  the  slothful,  the 
'^^faiit,  the  inactive,  the  careless,  the  vicious,  or  the  un- 
cinate, and  still  ••onward,"  «* onward" in  advance,  will 
1^  course,  and  all  justice  yields  them  the  precedence 
[wperioriiy  !  Government  might  as  well  undertake  to 
N^r  flame  with  flaxen  band,  or  stop  the  ocean  with  the 
K'u  to  put  limits  by  law  to  the  degrees  in  which  one 
l^Q*T,  in  social  life,  excel  another.  The  political  jus- 
f  which  entitles  every  man  to  all  tbo  advantages  which 
^0  /airly  acquire  by  bis  merits  and  the  exertion  of  his 
pi,  phj^sical,  and  intellectual  faculties,  is  sustained  by 
Mher  and  genuine  democracy  only  which  tends  to  ad- 
b  *nd  promote  human  improvement,  and  to  encourage 
'^  emulation  and  competition  which  exnit  men  to  an 
"'ty  on  the  highest  scale  of  moral,  physical,  and  Intel - 
W  excellence  !  True  democracy  ever  exalts  man.  It 
^iBi^hes  the  power  of  Government,  but  it  enlarges  the 
fdand  social  power,  and  increases  the  political  privi. 
|iof  aien.  It  mnkea  man  free  to  pursue  bis  happiness, 
'•llowa  neither  king  *•  one,"  or  king  •*  many,"  to  hin- 
Qr  molest  him  ;  it  prevents  Government  from  checking 
Bsertion  of  his  powers  to  acquire  all  the  good  he  may, 
"^l  injury  to  his  neighbor ;  it  prompts  each  one  to  as- 
*Md  to  strive  for  every  excellence  and  fur  the  prize  of 
^ ;  it  cheers  each  one  in  the  pursuit,  and  crowns  each 
ia  the  attainment  of  the  ends  of  a  virtuous  ambition  ; 
iUs  all  men  not  to  stop,  to  reach  forward  farther  and 
^,  higber  and  higher,  towards  the  standard  of  perfec- 
If  and  it  strikes  down  the  hand  which  would  arrest  the 
^  of  freedom  !  It  declares  in  this  land  that  all,  all 
f  strive  equally  for  power  and  place,  for  honor  and  of- 
I  &)r  distinction  or  wealth ;  and  thence  is  derived  the 
•wed  truth  that  the  sovereignty  is  in  the  people — each 


is  a  sovereign  in  himself — a  king  to  compete  with  his  fel- 
low for  equality  in  acquiring  the  greatest  good,  and  to 
make  man  the  fellow  of  man  on  the  highest  elevation  ! 
The  credit  system,  sir,  supports  and  is  supported  by  this 
latter  creed  of  genuine  democracy.  *  The  credit  system  is 
the  must  potent  auiCiliary  of  true  republicanism.  From  it 
have  sprung  the  inventions  of  the  ago ;  the  improvementa 
in  mechanic  arts  and  powers  which  have  reformed  the 
world.  Whence  c«me  the  steam  engine?  From  the  ge- 
nius of  Fulton.  Who  was  Fulton  1  A  pennyless  invent- 
or without  capital !  What  would  his  genius  have  done 
without  credit  1  It  would  have  sickened  and  died  in  ne- 
glect and  despair  ere  it  had  wrung  from  the  avaricious  gripe 
of  a  private  capitalist  the  cash — the  specie,  in  time  to  strike 
cut  that  giant  champion  of  acirnce,  and  arts,  and  civili. 
zation,  and  ••  peace  on  earth  and  good-will  to  man!*' 
How  many  of  the  virtuous  and  enterprising  poor  could  in- 
dividual capitalists  patronize  if  they  would  ;  and  how  many 
do  they  patronize  of  those  they  could  1  A  bank  has  no 
soul,  it  is  true,  but  it  dispenses  infinitely  more  real  charity 
than  that  sordid,  hoarding,  grasping,  selfish  tyrant  you 
call  a  capitalist — a  Jew  !  Let  the  *•  poor  man"  choose 
between  them — a  credit  system,  organized  by  laws  which 
he  may  partake  in  making,  and  which  make  the  credit 
free  for  every  ••  poor  man"  of  character;  or,  that  system 
which  leaves  the  Jews,  the  Shylocks,  called  ''private  cap- 
italists," alone  to  make  the  law  of  trade — a  system  which 
patronizes  only  *•  the  per  cent.,"  and  knows  no  law  but 
that  of  the  ••ouri  tacra  fames !"  The  free  system  of 
credit  is  in  danger  of  being  destroyed  by  despotic  powers— 
locofocoism,  as  moblsm  ever  does,  is  aiding  despotism; 
and  it  is  left  to  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  <•  the  poor 
man"  to  decide  which  side  of  the  content  be  will  take — 
whether  with  those  without  capital,  and  who  want  credit, 
against  the  power  of  money  capital,  or  with  the  rich  against 
the  poor  ?  The  rich  now  say  that  the  poor  are  not  enti- 
tled to  credit  to  enable  them  to  compete  with  c^h  for  pow- 
er, and  wealth,  and  honor,  and  office ! 

The  banking  and  credit  system  destroyed,  what  is  pro- 
pose-d  as  a  substitute  ?  A  Government  Shy  lock — a  poliii. 
cal  Jew!  No,  sir,  I  will  not  denounce  it  before  I  have 
examined  it.  What  is  it?  As  yet,  sir,  we  know  not 
what  it  is ;  we  are  left  to  imagine  the  worst.  If  it  could 
be  well  defined,  I  would  inquire  whether  it  is  not  liable  to 
the  very  same  objections  which  have  been  urged  with  so 
much  falso  clamor  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Of  this  one  fact,  sir,  I  am  morally  certain — that  the  pres- 
ent propositions  and  the  views  of  their  advocates  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Executive,  all 
tend  to  the  final  establishment  of  a  Treasury  bank.  We 
are  asked  to  permit  the  collectors  and  receivers  of  the  pub- 
lic money  to  keep  it  in  their  custody,  to  make  them  its  de- 
positaries, to  collect  nothing  but  specie  in  payment  of  the 
public  dues,  and  wc  are  told  openly  from  one  quarter  [Mr. 
Calhoux  in  the  Senate]  that  there  must  be  a  permanent 
issue  of  Government  paper  for  currency. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask,  when  you  have  organized  and  system- 
atized this  plan  by  law,  if  it  is  not  a  creature — call  it  by 
what  name  you  please — which  is  no  more  known  to  the 
constitution  than  a  bank  corporation  ?  Will  this,  in  fact, 
not  be  a  corporation  by  law  ?  I  do  not  pretend  to  say 
that,  when  formed  and  examined,  it  will  be  found  to  bo 
unconstitutional,  but  I  warn  gentlemen  who  say  that  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  is  unconstitutional,  to  look  well 
to  what  they  create  as  n  substitute  for  it ;  to  sec  whether 
thoi/  substitute  is  not  liable  to  the  same  conbtitutional  ob- 
jections, by  their  own  mode  of  construction.  Are  we  to 
be  told  that  the  General  Government  clearly  has  tbo  power 
to  organize  a  Treasury  Department  ?  Where,  whence  is 
such  a  power  derived  t  Precisely  from  the  same  source  and 
by  the  same  deductions  that  the  power  to  create  a  national 
bank  is  derived — the  necessity  to  execute  granted  powers. 
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and  the  propriety  of  the  means  to  the  end.  But  the  con- 
■titutional  question  aside,  the  question  of  expediency  still 
remains ;  would  this  plan  "  accomplish  the  beneficial  pur- 
pose promised  by  its  advocates  V*  And  '*  would  it  not 
impair  the  rightful  supremacy  of  the  popular  will,  injure 
the  character  and  diminish  the  influence  of  our  political 
system,  and  bring  into  existence  a  concentrated  money 
power  hostile  to  the  spirit,  and  threatening  the  permanen- 
cy of  our  republican  institutions  V* 

Could  this  system  furnish  a  currency  1  No  one  will  con- 
tend that  it  could  furnish  a  circulating  medium  of  specie. 
There  is  not  enough  of  the  precious  metals  in  the  world 
to  admit  of  a  circulating  mcMlium  of  specie  alone,  and  it 
would  be  an  impracticable  medium  if  there  was.  It  never 
did,  and  never  can,  answer  any  other  purpose  than  that  of 
•  basis  for  currency  and  of  change  in  small  transactions  of 
trade.  It  can  never  bo  the  substitute  of  bills  of  exchange. 
It  cannot  be  had  for  the  currency,  if  it  is  to  be  demanded 
for  the  public  dues.  Hence  the  necessity  of  a  permanent 
Government  issue  of  |»aper.  Will  that  become  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  ?  It  depends  upon  whether  it  is  to  be 
convertible.  If  convertible  into  specie,  it  will  never  circu- 
late, for  the  reason  that  the  public  debtors  will  always  re- 
turn it  ujion  the  Government  to  call  for  the  specie  to  pay 
the  Governoiont.  If  inconvertible,  or  Government  issues, 
as  the  banks  do,  more  paper  than  it  can  redeem,  the  paper 
will  depreciate,  or  the  Government  will,  at  times,  t»e  com- 
pelled to  suspend  specie  ]>aymenta  precisely  as  the  banks — 
the  Government  will  become  a  greater  nuisance  to  the 
people,  and  mure  base  and  perfidious  to  them,  than  the 
local  banks  have  ever  become  to  the  Government.  Beaides, 
if  the  Government  issues  permanently  this  paper,  it  roust 
receive  it  in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  If  it  receives  it  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues,  where  is  the  Government's 
specie  to  come  from  to  redeem  the  excess  of  its  psper  which 
may  be  issued  over  and  above  the  amount  which  may  be 
required  to  meet  the  demand  for  paper  wherewith  to  pay 
the  public  duest  Whether  such  paper  will  depreciate 
will  depend  upon  the  amount  Government  issues :  if  it  ex- 
ceeds the  demand  for  paying  public  dues,  the  paper  must 
depreciate,  as  did  our  old  continental  money.  If  it  does 
not  exceed  that  demand,  whst  is  tu  become  of  the  great 
interests  of  trade — whence  the  supply  of  a  currency,  ex- 
change, and  a  safe,  sound,  and  uniform  circulating  medi- 
um 1  If  Government  is  not  to  concern  itself  about  sup- 
plying a  currency,  why  not  pay  specie  alone,  if  it  is  to  re- 
ceive specie  alone  1  But,  sir,  it  is  not  in  the  mind  of  its 
advocates  to  make  this  plan  supply  a  currency.  It  is  to 
insure  the  Government  interests  alene,  and  to  leave  the 
people  to  take  care  of  themselves,  "^o^  not  to  leave  the 
country  to  shift  for  itself — it  must  destroy  the  country  by 
destroying  its  currency.  The  Government  will  operate  as 
a  great  sponge  to  absorb  the  specie  from  the  banks,  and 
from  its  proper  places  of  deposite  as  a  basis  of  circulating 
medium.  This  sub-Treasury  system  must  inevitably  de- 
preciate the  local  bank  notes,  and  the  people's  securities  of 
trade  ;  it  must  leave  them  to  deal  in  shin-plasters  forever, 
whilst  it  deals  in  hard  money.  It  makes  the  servant  great- 
er than  the  master,  it  separates  the  Government  from  the 
people,  wbiUt  it  is  as  much  their  concern  as  are  private 
afifnirs ;  and  it  makes  the  interests  of  the  Government  con- 
flict with  those  of  the  people.  It  demands  of  the  people 
specie  for  Governinent,  while  the  Government  dries  up 
every  source  whence  .ipecie  can  be  be  drawn.  It  establishes 
one  currency,  the  metallic,  for  the  servants,  and  another, 
the  Imscst  depreciated  paper,  for  the  masters.  But  the 
money  view  of  this  scheme  is  nothing  compared  with  its 
political  bearings.  Has  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  PicKSMs]  examined  the  eflcct  of  this  amend- 
ment to  collect  the  Government  dues  in  specie,  upon  **the 
great  landed  interests  of  the  South  V*  He  is  sure,  he  says, 
that  it  will   make  us  our  own  importers.     I  insist,  sir,  on 


the  contrary,  that  it  will  raise  the  premium  on  ipede  ex- 
orbitantly, and  that  premium  will  and  must  raise  tlw  tniC 
The  importer  must  purchase  the  specie  to  pay  thedotiMls 
Government,  and  the  amount  of  the  premium  oivt  W 
added  to  the  price  of  the  goods,  and  the  conransn,  kb 
constituents  and  mine,  must  at  last  pay  the  pipcit,iio 
matter  who  imports. 

But,  sir,  is  this  plan  <*  proper  1**  Is  it  congenisl  with 
the  spirit  of  our  institutionsl  The  President  njs,  <'il  ii 
believed  that  a  considerate  and  candid  investigation  oftbcte 
questions  will  result  in  the  conviction  that  the  propoMd 
plan  is  fur  less  liable  to  objection,  on  the  score  of  Exen* 
tive  patronage  and  control,  than  any  bank  agency  thst  kM 
been,  or  can  be,  devised."  This  is  the  very  esseooe  of  cm- 
sistency.  To  charter  a  national  bank  will  be  **to  eonoa- 
trate  a  moneyed  power,  hostile  to  the  spirit  and  thresteaiBf 
the  permanency  of  our  republican  institutions;"  but  to  ptt 
the  whole  of  the  public  money  in  specie  in  the  hands  of  i 
hundred  thousand  officers  of  the  Government,  the  Briaria 
arms  of  the  Executive— the  creaturea  whom  the  Prwtat 
makes  and  unmakes  at  his  good  will  and  pleasure— wilt ^ 
a  sure  way  of  vindicating  the  supremacy  of  the  popobt 
will,  of  preserving  the  character  and  influence  of  oor  pulid- 
cai  system,  and  of  diffusing  the  moneyed  power!  >*'IWi 
too,  it  would  concentrate  about  sixteen  millions  in  spM> 
in  the  hands  of  a  single  collector  in  the  city  of  New  Tofk! 
The  bank  of  the  United  States  might,  forsooth,  bwomei 
dangerous  political  monster  when  united  with  an  Bi«b- 
tive.  This  plan  is  perfectly  harmless  and  innocent,  toi 
liable  to  objection,  on  the  score  of  «•  Executive  ptt"*JJ 
and  control,"  though  it  would  cerUinly  place  in  the  haw 
of  the  President  the  whole  concentrated  moneyed  P*>**'j 
the  Government!  This,  sir,  is  too  unblushing  a  demiaa 
for  more  patronage  and  control ;  this  is  almost  puttiiigoo 
the  imperial  purple  and  the  crown  in  the  face  of  aU  ifce 
people !     Oh,  no  ;  the  President  meekly  says: 

"  If  a  Chief  Magistrate  may  be  allowed  to  speak  for  bin- 
self  on  such  a  point,  I  can  truly  say,  that  to  me  nottoaj 
would  be  more  acceptable  than  the  withdrawal  from  ih 
Executive,  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  of  aB  c»- 
ccrn  in  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revcDix; 
not  that  I  would  shrink  from  any  responsibility  cast  iip« 
me  by  the  duties  of  my  oflicc,  but  because  it  is  my  fin 
belief  thut  its  capacity  for  usefulness  is  in  no  degree  pn- 
moled  by  the  possession  of  any  patronage  not  actuttj 
necessary  to  the  performance  of  those  duties.  But,  unj« 
our  present  form  of  government,  the  intervention  of  tw 
Executive  officers  in  the  custody  and  disbursement «  tw 
public  money  seems  to  be  unavoidable ;  and  before  it  cm 
be  admitted  that  the  influence  and  power  of  the  Executi*t 
would  be  increased  by  dispensing  with  the  agency  of  banft 
the  nature  of  that  intervention  in  such  an  agency  mart  IJ 
carefully  regarded,  and  a  comparison  must  be  inslitDW 
between  its  extent  in  the  two  cases." 

Yes,  sir,  *«  if  he  may  be  allowed  to  speak  for  W'"*°j*' 
such  a  point;"  he  speaks  boldly  enough  when  voocWJ 
a  wish  to  be  deprived  of  "all  concern  in  the  custody  w 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue" — "  not  that  he  »«•" 
shrink"— oh,  no;  he  boldly  argues  to  show  that  •••con*™ 
ought  to  be  given  up  to  him  and  his  minions!  >Vhit(»B 
Mark  Antony  say  of  Caesar  1  «•  Thrice  did  he  refo«e  »• 
kingly  crown."  Sir,  if  nothing  would  be  more  accepul* 
to  tlie  President  than  the  withdrawal  from  the  Execuii« 
of  the  immense  and  irresistible  and  corrupting  influence 
and  patronage  which  the  public  money,  united  with  hic^* 
litical  power,  gives  him  and  the  creatures  of  bis  will*  h^} 
one,  am  disposed,  gladly  eager  to  gratify  his  ^i^ 
wishes.  I  devoutly  pray  that  you  will  indulge  such  a  deAir, 
regain  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congreai>  to  keep  >>^ 
control  the  public  revenue,  and  that  you  will  rekindle  w 
spirit  and  protect  the  permanency  of  our  republican  in*' 
tutions  by  diminishing  Executive  patronage  hy  every  liv* 
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fill  wmxa  in  yonr  power.  Now  is  an  autpicioas  peiiod  to 
do  moeh  for  our  liberties,  in  hnminent  danger  from  this 
dmctening  cause  of  alarm  to  every  watchful  and  faithful 
pstriot  But  no.  The  President,  so  hx  from  co-operating 
in  this  great  work  of  curtailing  Executive  patronage,  asks 
to  be  trusted  bj  law  with  the  entire  collection,  keeping, 
and  disbursement  of  our  revenoe ;  he  denounces  all  bank- 
ing, petitions  for  a  diTorco  of  the  Government  from  banks, 
ind  yet,  fike  Madame  Darasmont,  is  for  a  union  with  a 
GoTOument  bank !  Heretofore,  sir,  well  it  might  have  been 
ttid  of  him,  as  locofoco  John  Milton  nys,  in  Paradise 
Regttned,  of  Satan : 

"  What  have  been  thy  answers,  what  bat  dark, 
"  AmbiflucNM,  and  with  double  ssmo  deluding, 
**  Which  they  who  aaked  have  seldom  underaiood, 
"And  not  well  undentood  aasood  not  known  % 
"  Whoever,  by  consulting  at  tny  Shrine, 
*'  Beuirned  the  wiser,  or  the  more  instrua 
"  To  dy  or  follow  what  concerned  him  most, 
"  And  run  not  sooner  to  his  fatal  snare  1" 

Bot  now,  sir,  now  the  veil  is  raised-^the  horrid  front  is 
Ksn— (he  wicked  intent  of  wedding  the  money  of  Go- 
vernment with  the  political  power  of  the  Executive  is 
phioly  manifested ;  and,  if  the  people  start  not  back  af- 
fiighted  and  appalled,  it  will  be  because 

"  Ood  hath  justly  given  the  nation  up 
"  To  thy  delusions,  jujtly,  since  they  fell 
*"  Uolatroufl  I" 

When  Mr.  Wisb  bad  concluded. 

The  question  was  uken  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Dawsost,  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill ;  which  was  re- 
JNted,  without  a  counL 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBREL- 
£NG,  rose,  and  report^nl  the  bill  to  the  House,  which,  on 
"MioD  of  Mr.  P  ATTON,  then  adjourned,  at  a  quarter  past 
12  o'clock. 


Satvbbat,  Octoskb  14. 

After  transacting  some  other  business — 
,  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  on  leave,  submitted  the  follow- 
iog  resolution : 

R^iohed,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  and  bis  assistants, 
^wrgeant-at-arms,  the  principo!  door-keeper  and  assistaiit 
^-keeper,  the  postmaster,  and  the  messengers  and  other 
"ttcndants  on  and  about  the  House,  be  allowed  each  two 
iDontha'  pay  for  services  during  the  extra  session :  and 
Ibat  ilie  police  and  lamplighter  of  the  Capitol  and  Capitol 
*I^re,  be  allowed  one  months'  pay  each. 

Mr.  WHIITLESEY  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to 
fte  Committee  of  Accounts. 

Mr.  BRTGGS  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
^bracing  the  librsrian,  the  assistant  librarian,  and  mes- 
«nger  of  the  library. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  THOMPSON  in  favor  of 
Jlte  rewlution,  Mr.  WHITTLESEY  withdrew  the  motion, 
liQt  gave  notice  that  he  should  introduce  a  resolution  at  the 
•^^t  scggion  of  Congress,  requiring  all  these  matters  of  extra 
B^l^ces  to  go  to  committees,  so  that  the  House  might  know 
^Qal  these  extra  services  would  amount  to  before  they 
were  voted, 

Mr.  McKay  renewed  the  motion  to  refer  the  subject  to 
*«  Committee  of  Accounts. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Virginia,  and 
\TH0MPSON, 

Mr.  EWING  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table: 

"^V  amendment  was  then  agreed  to ;  snd  after  some 
!«aark8hy  Mcssiw.  RENCHERand  A.  H.  8HEPPERD 
">  oppogitiou  to,  and  Me^rs.  BRIGGS,  CAMBRELENG, 
»nd  THOMPSON  in  favor  o^  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

T^>e  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of 
y^alerday  morning,  which  was  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
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Wis«'s  resolution  on  the  Florida  war :  and  the  question 
being  on  Mr.  McKat's  motion  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  to  the  1st  of  December  next- 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that,  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  debate  upon  the  resolution  under  consideration,  he  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisa]  to  say 
that  he  had  been  informed  in  a  manner  entitled  to  credit 
that  General  Jesop  had  entered  into  an  engagement  with 
Hopothlehohola,  stipulating  to  secure  and  protect  that 
chief  in  his  possessions,  provided  he  would  give  his  aid  to 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  assist  General  Jesup 
in  his  operations ;  that  the  gallant  Indian  chie^  relying  up- 
on the  assurances  of  General  Jesup,  had  devoted  himself 
to  our  service,  and  that,  after  aucoess  crowned  the  o^iera* 
tions  of  General  Jesup,  he  turned  upon  the  chief  in  viola- 
tion of  his  engagement,  and  drove  him  from  hia  possessions. 
I  was  forcibly  impressed  at  the  time  with  the  impropriety  of 
the  conduct  thus  imputed  to  General  Jesup.  I  could  not 
believe  that  a  gallant  soldier,  who  had  risen  from  the  hum- 
blest ranks  to  the  command  of  an  army,  who  had  <m  sev- 
eral oceaMons  displayed  a  combination  of  tatents'  aiMi 
bravery  which  induced  the  country  to  confide  in  him  as  « 
ftt  commander  in  the  South,  would  so  for  debase  hiraaelf 
as  to  decoy  an  Indian  chief  into  his  service,  by  a  proroiae 
of  protection,  and,  as  soon  as  he  had  answer^  his  purposes, 
turn  upon  his  ally  in  violation  of  his  engagement,  and  ex- 
pel him  from  his  home.  Such  conduct  would  not  only 
have  been  disgraceful  to  General  Jesup  as  a  man,  but  it 
woukl  tarnish  the  reputaKon  of  the  country,  regarding  him 
as  the  representative  of  the  country.  Feeling  as  I  did,  I 
asked  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  whether  General  Jesap*t 
engagement  with  Hopothlehofaola,  and  after  conduct,  had 
been  the  result  of  orders  emanating  from  higher  authority, 
or  whether  General  Jesup  alone  was  responsible  ?  The 
gentleman's  information  did  not  enable  him  to  aaewer.  I 
deemed  it  proper  to  communicate  the  auKstaiioe  of  the 
statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  Gener- 
al Jesup.  On  day  before  yesterday  I  received  his  answer, 
in  which  he  says':  "  No  such  treaty  or  engagement  as  that 
stated  to  have  been  made  was  ever  thought  of;  every 
engagement  made  with  Hopothlehohola,  so  far  as  depended 
upon  me,  or  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  has  been  faithfliUy 
fulfilled."  Thus,  sir,  a  direct  contradiction  is  given  by 
General  Jesup  to  the  information  communicated  to  the 
House.  His  letter  evinces  a  desire  to  have  the  •<  whole 
subject  of  the  war  in  Alabama  and  Florida  investigated." 
Instead  of  shrinking  from  It,  he  invites  it.  His  language  is : 
«Let  persons  and  papers  be  sent  for ;  let  investigation  be 
pushed  to  the  utmost,  I  have  nothing  to  fear." 

In  reference  to  the  supposed  treaty  or  engagement  with 
Hrvpothlehohola,  the  General  indignantly  remarks  that, 
had  it  been  made,  "  no  power  on  earth  should  have  com- 
pelled him  to  violate  it"  He  would  have  surrendered  his 
commission  sooner  than  present  himself  before  the  worM 
in  the  attitude  of  playing  the  hypocrite  with  an  Indian 
chief;  and,  after  securing  hie  confidence  and  assistance, 
turning  upon  him  the  instruments  of  destruction.  Sfich 
sentiments  are  worthy  of  an  American  general ;  and  I  trust, 
sir,  they  meet  with  proper  sympathy  in  the  bosoms  of  the 
members  of  this  House. 

I  have  thought  it  an  act  of  justice  to  General  Jesup  to 
make  the  preceding  statement ;  and  now  that  I  am  up,  I 
shall  take  the  occasion  to  say,  that  I  trust  the  resolution 
will  be  adopted,  and  that  the  fullest  investigation  may  be 
had  into  all  the  operations  of  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  WISE  vindicated  himself  from  having,  in  his  own 
person,  made  the  charge  at  all :  he  had  stated  it  as  it  had 
been  stated  to  him :  he  rejoiced  to  hear  the  language  of 
General  Jesop  in  relation  to  it:  but  insisted  that  this  very 
reply  went  to  show  the  importance  of  the  investigation  he 
advocated,  that  justice  might  be  done  to  the  innocent, 
while  the  guilty  were  exposed. 
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Mr.  UNDERWOOD  exculpatfld  Mr.  Wisk  from  all 
blame  in  the  matter,  and  ezpreaeed  approbation  of  his 
course,  as  an  honest  discharge  of  his  duty. 

The  hour  having  expired,  the  House  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the 

8UB.TREA8URY  BILL. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  to  its  third  reading  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  imposing  additional  duties,  as  deposi- 
taries, in  certain  cases,  on  public  officers — 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  Isy  the  bill 
on  the  table ;  but  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Glabk,  of  New 
York,  withdrew  it,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  Mr.  C.  an 
opportunity  of  submitting  some  remarks. 

Mr.  CLARK  then  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker  :  I  do  not  rise  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  or  to  express  any  opinion  in  relation  to  them.  I  should 
have  preferred  that  a  motion  had  been  made  to  postpone  its 
farther  consideration  until  the  first  day  of  the  next  session. 
The  subiect  matter  of  the  bill  is  ono  on  which  there  is, 
among  the  friends  of  the  administration,  a  difference  of 
opinion,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  an  honest  difference.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  a  friend  of  the  administra- 
tion, in  his  remarks  of  yesterday,  regretted  that  he  should 
be  c«Ued  upon  at  this  time  for  final  action  on  the  bill.  He 
preferred  to  wait  until  an  opportunity  should  be  afforded  to 
him  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  his  constituents.  In  these 
▼lews  I  concur.  In  voting  for  the  present  motion,  I  shall 
do  BO  for  the  same  reasons  which  would  influence  me  to  vote 
for  a  peatponement  until  the  next  session,  considering  the 
effects  the  same,  neither  of  which  determines  the  ultimate 
fate  of  the  bill.  The  vote  I  am  about  to  give  will  furnish 
no  evidence  of  my  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  or 
of  nay  action  on  the  question  of  its  final  passage.  The 
sub-Treasury  wdieme,  considered  as  an  administration  meas- 
ure, is  novel.  In  1835,  it  was  proposed  by  the  whigs  in 
Congress,  and  received  the  unanimous  and  vigorous  oppo- 
sition of  the  democratic  members.  Whether  it  is  possible 
for  the  opposition  to  originate  a  good  measure,  I  will  not 
inquire.  They  have,  however,  been  unforlunate  in  pre- 
senting at  this  session  any  measure,  good,  bad,  or  indiffer- 
ent, always  saving  and  excepting  their  sovereign  remedy, 
their  universal  panacea  for  all  our  fiscal  maladies,  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank. 

I  repeat  that  this  measure,  as  a  democratic  one,  is  new. 
Public  opinion  has  not  been  sofiiciently  enlightened  to 
draw  any  correct  conclusion  of  iu  dlBposition.  It  has  not 
been,  to  any  considerable  extent,  the  subject  of  discussion, 
either  in  the  social  circle,  or  in  the  primary  assemblies  of 
the  people.  And  the  same  remark  is  true  as  regards  the 
newspaper  press.  I  doubt  whether  five  country  papers  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  previous  to  the  session  of  Congress, 
had  canvassed  this  project,  or  given  any  opinions  thereon. 
The  Albany  Argus,  the  leading  democratic  journal  in  that 
State — a  journal  which  possesses  great  influence  over  the 
country  press — had  not,  up  to  that  period,  taken  ground  on 
this  subject.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  can  hardly  be 
expected  that  resolutions  emanating  from  county  conven- 
tions could  be  considered  as  furnishing  that  evidence  of  the 
popular  will  as  they  otherwise  would.  All  the  republican 
conventions  have  expressed  their  approbation  of  the  general 
principles  set  forth  in  the  message^,  few  of  tbem,  however, 
have  given  any  expression  of  opinion  as  regards  this  specific 
measure.  No  one  is  more  ready,  on  all  occasions,  to  bow 
with  deference  to  the  will  of  his  constituents,  when  formed 
upon  reflection  and  deliberation,  and  fairly  and  fully  ex- 
pressed, than  myself;  and  it  will  over  be  my  plea.sure  to 
canry  that  will  into  execution.  Were  I  opposed  to  this  bill, 
(and  I  repeat  that  I  give  no  opinion  in  regard  to  it,)  I 
would,  with  alacrity,  surrender  my  own  opinion  at  tlie  feet 
of  my  oocstitaents. 

Sir,  there  is  no  pressing  necessity  for  the  immediate  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.   The  Government  is  now  going  on  receiv- 


ing and  disbursing  its  revenue  in  the  sane  mtansr  ii  po* 
vided  in  the  bilL    Should  it  now  pass^  it  will  produce  do 
change.  Since  the  suspension  of  specie  psyoMota,  tbeOot- 
ernment  has  met  with  no  difficulty  in  the  mansgemsntof  ito 
fiscal  operations,  neither  can  it  for  six  short  weeks,  it  whick 
time  the  bill  can  be  acted  on,  under  the  inflaeBcs  of  a  inQ 
informed  and  plainly  expressed  public  opinion.    It  hn 
been  my  misfortune  not  to  have  enjoyed  an  iDtcrchsnge  of 
sentiment  with  my  constituentsi,  as  have  most  of  the  gfs- 
tlemen  of  this  House.     Business  of  a  private,  but  praaiig 
nature,  has  entiiyly  separated  me  from  them  since  Apdl 
last.     I  wish  to  obey  their  will,  and  for  this  purpose  1 
should  be  glad,  by  a  personal  interview,  to  ssoertiiB  tbit 
will ;  and  when  ascertained,  I  shall  not  fail  to  execoleiL 

Mr.  C.  then,  according  to  the  pledge  he  had  given,  r«- 
newed  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CONNOR  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  with  t  m 
to  give  time  for  members  to  come  in. 

On  this  question  the  jeas  and  naya  were  demanded  ni 
ordered ;  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  Yen  186, 
nays  5. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  there  should  be  a  call. 
The  roll  was  thereupon  called,  when  218  memben  re- 
sponded to  their  names.     The  doors  having  been  ckied, 
and  the  absentees  called  over,  223,  in  all,  appetred  to  bs 
present 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  to  suspend  further  proeeefiiv 
in  the  call. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  with  a  view  to  aUow  stilt  te- 
ther opportunity  for  absent  members  to  come  in,  demsoM 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion. 

They  were  ordered,  taken,  and  stood  sfl  foUows :  Yea 
171,  nays  30. 

So  the  call  was  suspended,  and  the  doors  of  the  bd 
were  re-opened. 
The  question  being  on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table- 
Mr.  GRENNELL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nayi,  whici 
were  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  LEWIS  asked  the  mover  to  withdraw  his  moiii^ 
with  a  view  to  enable  him  to  move  an  amendment  to  ^ 
bill,  which  he  was  most  anxious  to  obtain  a  decision  a(»B 
The  mover  refusing — 

Mr.  LEWIS  asked  that  the  amendment  should  be  md 
but  the  Chair  ruled  that  to  be  out  of  order  after  a  oioiia^ 
had  been  made  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  . 

Mr.  HAYNES  made  the  question  of  order,  butlheCliii 
affirmed  its  decision,  from  which  no  appeal  was  takn 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  taken,  and  resaM* 
follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  AlleOiJ' 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Brig|i 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Cslboon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Job 
Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheathia 
Cbilds,  Clark,  Clowney,  Corwln,  Cranston,  Crodcrf 
Curtis,  Cusbing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Debenj 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcba 
Fillmore,  J.  Gariand,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  (irdm 
W.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Halsted,  Hi 
Ian,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry  Herod,  Hofiisai 
Hopkins,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  KilgorefU* 
ler,  Legare,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  li^on,  Maiio'] 
Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maiwel 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Miiligan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Nayki 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillip 
Pope,  Potts,  Raridcn,  Randolph,  Rood,  Rencber,  Ricbsnl 
son,  Ridgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A 
H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smiit 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Sunly,  Stewart,  Stone,  Slrattos 
Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwoo<l 
A.  b.  White,  John  White,  E,  Whittlesey,  L.  Willis* 
Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L.  WilUams,  C.  H.  WUIiaflti 
Wise,  Y^orke— 119. 
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NiTf— MeMis.  Anderson,  Andrawt,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
BcinM^  Bickneil,  Birtell,  Boon,  Bouldtn,  Brodhead, 
Bnmon,  Brn^rn,  Bynam,  Gambraleng,  T.  J.  Carter, 
Chioejr,  Chapman,  Cilley,  CUnbome,  Clereland,  Colea, 
Connor,  Craig,  Caahman,  Davee,  lleChvff,  Doncan,  Ed- 
viidf,  Fairington,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry, 
(Mhi|s  Gholaon,  Olaacoek,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Uam- 
mond,  Hamer,  Harriaon,  Hawkini^  Haynea,  Holsey,  How- 
uj,  Uobley,  W.  H.  Hanter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
T.  B.  Jackaon,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jonea,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmitb,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Aiphaied  Loomia,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A. 
McCMka,  MeCluie,  McKim^  Miller,  Montgomeiy,  Moore, 
Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  Mohlenberf,  Noble,  Owens,  Pal- 
mer, Parker,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Pelrikin, 
Pieksna,  Plnmer,  Potter,  PraU,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rives, 
Robertaon,  Sbefier,  8heplor,  Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Titot,  ToQcey,  Towns,  Tnmey,  Vail,  Vandenreer,  Wag- 
aner,  Webater,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  WU- 
ibaiB,  Worthington,  Yell^lO?. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tsble. 

Mr.  LEWIS  now  wished  to  offer  his  amendment,  but 
the  chair  raled  it  out  of  order. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inqnired  whether  a  motion  to  take  np 
the  bill  again  might  not  be  entertained  by  consent  of  such 
a  majority  as  were  competent  to  change  the  order  of  boat- 
Mait 

The  CHATR  said  that  could  only  be  done  by  suspend- 
ing the  rules  for  the  purpose.  No  business  had  intervened 
after  laying  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LEWIS  nMived  to  adjourn.     Negatived. 

Mr.  LEWIS  BOW  aaid  buaineaa  had  intervened,  and 
again  moved  that  the  bill  be  taken  np,  and  his  amendment 
laceivad. 

The  CHAIR  sUll  deciding  the  motion  to  be  out  of  er- 


Mr.  GRIFFIN,  to  accommodate  the  gentteman  from 
Alabama,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  had  been  laid  on  the  Ubie. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded. 

Mr.  BORDEN  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  a  recon- 
■derition  on  the  table^,  and  demanded  the  yeaa  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered.  Being  taken,  they  resulted  as  fol- 
loivi: 

Tbas — ^Meaars.  Adama,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J.  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calboon,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
i.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Caeey,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
bam,  Childs,  Clark,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Croek- 
•tt,  Caitis,  Cashing,  Darlington,  Dawaon,  Daviea,  De- 
berry,  Bonn's,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  (Soode,  J.  Graham,  W. 
Graham,  Gravea,  Grennell,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Histiogs,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffinan,  Hopkina,  H. 
JohDaon,  W.  C.  Johnaon,  Kilcore,  Lawler,  Legare,  Lin- 
eohi,  A.  W.  Loomia,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Ma- 
■00,  8.  Maaon,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
MiHigan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle, 
Pfettsrson,  Patton,  Peaice,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts, 
llariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rumaey, 
Kmaall,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard, 
Bhields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stewart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliafenro,  Thompson,  Tilling- 
haet,  Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E. 
WMttlaaey,  L.  WiUiama,  S.  WilUams,  J.  L.  WiUiams, 
C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorko— 118. 

Natb — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Beime^  Bicknell,  JBirdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Bronaon, 
Brayn,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,T.  J.  Carter,  Chaney,Chap- 
nan,  Cilley,  Claibome,  Cleveland,  Colea,  Connor,  Craig, 
Coabman,  Davee,  DeGrafl^  Duncan,  Edwarda,  Elmore,  Far- 
riogton,  Fairfield,  L  Fleteher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallop,  Gholsoo, 


Glascock,  Grant,  Gray,  Grifilin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer, 
Harriaon,  Hawkina,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Howard,  Hobley, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jack- 
son, J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones^ 
Kemble,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Arpbaxed  Loomiai, 
Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClelhin,  McClure, 
McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Paiher, 
Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Pickens» 
Plumer,  Pratt,  Prentiaa^  Reily,  Richardson,  Rives,  Rob- 
ertson, Shefier,  Sheplor,  Spenoer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Touoey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Wegener,  Webater, 
Weeks,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  YeU*-105. 
So  the  House  ordered  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  now  moved  that  the  House  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ; 
which  motion  prevailing,  Mr.  HowAmn,  of  Maryland,  was 
called  to  the  chair  of  the  committee. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  adjust 
the  accounts  of  the  late  deposite  banks. 

The  bill  is  in  the  following  words : 

An  Act  for  adjuating  the  remaining  claims  upon  the  late 

deposile  banks. 

Beit  enacted,  4'C*»  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  continue  to  withdraw 
the  public  money,  now  remaining  in  any  of  the  former  de- 
posite banka,  in  a  manner  aa  gradual  and  convenient  to  the 
institutions  as  ahall  lie  consistent  with  the  pecuniary  wants 
of  the  Government,  and  the  aafety  of  the  funds  thus  to  be 
drawn;  and  that  no  further  interest  than  that  required  by 
the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundrsd  and  thirty-six,  under  which  those  depositee 
were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of  any  bank  which  haa  met, 
and  ahall  hereafter  meet,  the  requiaitions  of  the  Depart- 
ment. Thia  provision  shall  also  extend  to  such  public 
moneyifas  may  remain  in  any  of  the  said  banka,  whether 
atanding  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales^ 
or  of  any  disbursing  or  other  public  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  of  neg- 
lect or  refusal  by  any  of  the  said  banks  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  he  shall 
make  them,  in  conformity  with  the  firat  section  of  this  act^ 
suita  shall  be  institutsd,  where  that  has  not  already  beMi 
done,  to  recover  the  amounts  due  to  the  United  States^ 
unleaa  the  defaulting  bank  ahall  forthwith  cause  to  be  exe- 
cuted and  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  bond, 
with  security  to  be  approved  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, to  pay  to  the  United  States  the  whole  moneys  due 
from  it  in  three  inetalmenis;  the  first  to  be  paid  at  the  ex- 
piration of  four  montha  from  the  passage  of  thia  act,  the 
aecond  at  the  expiration  of  aix  months,  and  the  remaining 
inatalment  at  the  expiration  of  nine  montha  from  the  same 
period;  and  interest  thereupon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  from  the  time  of  default,  together  with  any 
damagea  which  may  have  accrued  to  the  United  States  from 
protests  of  drafts  drawn  upon  it,  or  from  any  other  "conte- 
quenoes  of  its  failuro  to  fulfil  its  obligationa  to  the  public 
Treasury. 

To  this  bill  Mr.  Looxis,  of  New  York,  had  moved,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  Houae  on  the  atate  of  the  Union, 
on  Ute  10th  of  October,  the  following  amendment  to  the 
first  section : 

<(  Providing,  that  all  banks  give  security  for  the  pajrment 
of  four  per  cent  per  annum  on  all  auma  of  money  remain- 
ing in  their  poeaession  as  depositee." 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  suggested  to  Mr.  L.  to 
adopt  a  modification  of  bia  motion,  to  which,  after  aome 
desultory  explanations  as  to  the  wording  of  the  bill,  he 
consented. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Loaisinnn,  oppoced  the  amendmant 
M  modified,  and  wuhed  to  introduce  a  different  one. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louifiana,  spoke  in  explanation  of 
the  amendment  he  bad  offered  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  preferred  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Loo- 
xis  to  that  oi  Mr.  Gi.BLAarD.  He  thought  the  depotite 
banks  should  be  charged  with  interest  for  the  use  and  en- 
joyment of  the  public  money.  He  looked  upon  the  bill  as 
inseparably  connected  with  the  bill  to^postpone  the  payment 
of  the  public  depoBites«  and  he  was  opposed  to  any  action 
of  the  House  which  would  relieve  the  Gorernment  from 
compliance  with  thnt  law,  providing  for  the  payment  of 
that  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  which  shall  be  due  to 
the  Stales  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839. 

Mr.  L.  showed  the  connexion  between  this  and  the 
postponement  bill,  going  into  the  subject  at  some  length. 

He  had  not  finished,  when  the  House  took  the  usual 
recess. 

EriiriirG  Sissiov. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  closed  his  remarks,  begun  before  the 
House  took  its  recess. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  of  Alabama,  fdllowed,  and  went  into  a 
view  of  the  general  policy  of  the  bill,  suggesting,  at  the 
close,  to  the  mover  of  the  pending  amendment  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  same,  to  the  efiect  that  the  bond  contemplated 
by  the  bill  be  given  for  the  payment  of  the  moneys  doe  the 
Government,  in  tfalree  instalments ;  the  first  on  the  first  of 
July,  1638,  the  second  in  six  months  afterwards,  and  the 
third  in  twelve  months,  afler  dehtnit :  provided  that  such 
deposite  banks  as  belong  exclusively  to  the  Stale  in  which 
they  are  situated,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  the  faitli  of 
such  State  is  pledged,  shall  not  be  required  to  give  the  se- 
curity in  this  section  contemplated. 

Mr.  ADAMS  now  rose,  and  said  he  had  some  inquiries 
to  make  in  regard  to  the  meaning  of  the  first  section  of  the 
bill.  He  would  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  what  banks  the  following  words  were 
intended  to  apply  :  «  And  that  no  further  interest  Chan  that 
required  by  the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  under  which 
those  depoeites  were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of  any  bank 
which  has  met,  and  shall  hereafter  meet,  the  requisitions 
of  the  Department" 

Mr.  Cambmlkito  replied  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  answeied  his  own  interrogatory,  by  reading 
from  the  bill  itself.  The  section  simply  meant  to  hold  the 
deposite  banks  to  the  performance  of  their  obligations. 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  He  could  not  perceive  the  need 
of  any  law  at  all  on  the  subject,  unless  there  was  some 
particular  allusion  in  this  provision  of  the  bill  to  delinquent 
banks.  According  to  this  reply  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  banks  that  have  paid 
every  dollar  they  owed  the  Treasury,  and  faithfully  com* 
plied  with  their  engagements,  are  to  be  treated  pnciaeiy  as 
defaulting  banks  are. 

Mr.  CAMBaKLiire  remarked  that  the  act  would  hold  out 
inducements  to  comply  faithfully  with  their  engagements. 

Mr.  Adams.  But  of  what  earthly  use  is  it  to  make  such 
on  inducement  for  those  banks  which  have  already  and  al- 
ways done  this  ?  This  was  somewhat  insulting  to  such 
institutions.  The  questiop  was  not  answered;  and  he 
conceived  that  if  the  bill  were  to  pass  in  its  present  form, 
it  would  not  operate  as  any  relief  to  the  deposite  banks; 
being  simply  an  act  declaring  tliat  the  Government  will 
not  charge  with  unlawful  interest  any  institution  which 
has  always  faithfully  performed  its  engagements.  The  law 
would  be  a  perfect  dead  letter.  And  here  Mr.  A.  referred 
again  to  the  language  of  the  bilL  It  provides,  he  said, 
that  the  money  was  to  be  positively  drawn — in  a  gradual 
manner— with  no  further  interest  chargeable  thereon  than 
that  provided  by  the  deposite  act  of  1886,  to  any  bank 
which  has  met,  and  which  shall  meet,  its  engagements. 


If  a  bank  had  not  oomptted  with  its  angagemeBti,  dMogh 
the  default  should  be  ever  so  smallv  this  sectioD  hu  m  sp- 
plication  to  the  case.    It  simply  aays  to  those  which  have 
fulfilled  all  their  engagements,  we  will  not  play  tha  8lij- 
lock  with  you,  beeaiHp  you  have  been  true  to  yoursogage- 
ments.     The  next  section  of  the  bill  proposes  la  pat  the 
claims  described  in  the  fitst  section  in  suit.    Thb  certainly 
could  not  be  done,  inasmuch  as  the  only  banks  to  vhk& 
any  direct  allusion  is  had  in  thai  section  are  thoM  which 
have  met  and  shall  meet  all  their  engagements.    This  w« 
the  first  inquiry  Mr.  A.  wished  to  make.    Tha  eoauaitlse 
could  decide  for  themselves  how  fiar  it  had  been  amwered, 
and  what  necessity  there  was  for  the  passage  of  any  soA 
law  as  is  now  proposed. 

The  second  question  he  would  propound  (and  he  wkiA 
paidon  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Yorky  Mr.  CAHann- 
sire,  for  troubling  him,  but  he  eonfessed  that  hit  fiKatlia 
of  comprehension  did  not  permit  him  to  nndsntsnd  ths 
phraseology  of  the  hill)  was,  what  u  meant  by  *<  ne  forte 
mterest"  in  this  section!  He^ould  ask,  what  ''fuite 
interest"  could  he  demanded  than  thai  ooDtemphlsd  by  the 
set  of  1836 1  The  object  of  a  law  w«s  ever  to  itnAj 
some  existing  evil ;  but  in  this  cam  the  lenM  of  tin  kir 
itself  deny  that  any  evil  exista. 

Mr.  CAMaBii.Bira  roae  quickly,  and  ramarkad  fiat  at  le 
late  a  period  of  the  session,  the  last  working  aight,  he 
eould  not  waste  his  time  in  discussing  nouns  and  pBonoeM, 
verbs  and  adverbs,  with  the  gentleman  from  Maseachaeetti. 

Mr.  Abaxs  reeamed.  Well,  sir,  as  langui^e  is  cm» 
posed  of  nouns  and  pronouns,  verbs  and  adverbs,  vhm 
they  are  put  together  to  constitute  the  law  of  the  hmd,  the 
meaning  of  tltem  may  sarely  be  demanded  of  the  Icfiii^ 
tor,  and  thoee  parts  of  speech  may  well  be  need  for  ladl 
a  purpose.  But  if  such  explanation  be  iropoesibie,  h  o» 
tainly  ought  not  to  be  expected  that  this  Hoose  will  eoa- 
sent  to  pass  a  law  composed  of  nouns  and  pronouns,  vcriK 
and  adveAs,  which  the  author  of  it  himself  does  not  andtf^ 
stand. 

But,  sir,  the  act  goes  on  to  provide  as  follows :  **Tik 
provision  shall  also  extend  to  such  public  mooeys  as  naf 
remain  in  any  of  the  said  banks»  whether  standing  to  d» 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  ^ 
bnrsing  or  other  public  officer  of  the  Government.  ** 

Mr.  A.  would  ask,  what  suit  could  be  brought  oa  tka 
first  section  of  this  bill  against  any  bank  or  corporatioa! 
It  operatee  on  nothing.  It  is  a  dead  letter,  and  ought  ail 
to  be  adopted  by  this  committee. 

Mr.  A.  presumed  that  the  bill  was  susoeptible  of  sowoi* 
ment ;  and  if  the  chairman  of  the  Comnaittee  of  Wtys  «l 
Means,  or  sny  other  gentleman,  would  move  spuch  a  oM 
as  would  make  the  bill  operative  for  some  end  or  objecvto 
would  go  for  such  an  amendment,  although  he  should  i^ 
terwards  vote  againat  the  bill.  He  should  not  hinsdf  e^ 
fer  any  such  amendment.  He  would  suppose  thst  it  mt 
generally  believed  by  members,  who  had  not  partieultftf 
noted  the  phraseology  of  the  bill,  that  it  was  intended  H 
relieve  delinqvent  deposite  banks— banks  which  had  eoi- 
pended  specie  payments— banks  which  had  not  met  tha  i^ 
qnisitions  of  the  Department — banks  which  had  diehoodi- 
ed  its  drafts,  and  thereby  become  liable  to  the  dcraaad  tf 
some  further  interest  than  that  required  by  the  depsdti 
act  of  23d  June,  1886 ;  which  further  interest  it  is  the  p■^ 
poee  of  this  provision  of  the  bill  to  relinquiahy  on  the  pert 
of  the  United  Stales.  Bat  this  section  has  no  referentf 
to  any  such  bank.  It  applies  solahr.  and  exdnavely  t* 
banks  which  have  met,  and  shall  meet,  all  the  requiiitiov 
of  the  Department-^which  have  not  svspenM  spsds  pcf- 
ments— which  have  punctually  paid,  ,and  shall  hsisifiv 
pay,  every  doUsr  of  draft  due  by  them ;  and  vrith  exqoifliB 
absurdity  this  section  provides  that  no  further  imaifstfheil 
be  demanded  of  them  than  that  required  by  the  dep0*^ 
act  of  June,  1836 ;  that  is,  that  the  Government  wiU  uot 
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defflsod  of  tbem  that  which  it  has  not  the  thailow  or  pre- 
touoe  of  a  right  to  deioand.  Now,  Mr.  A.  aaid,  he  would 
rappon  it  intended  to  apply ^to  the  delinqaeot  bankii,  and 
he  moft  aik  another  qaefltion,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
efaairman  of  the  Coinmiitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  might 
teem  to  betray  great  ignorance  on  his  part,  and  that  was, 
vbat  vas  the  true  import  of  the  proviso  conuined  in  this 
bill,  that  "no  further  interest  shall  he  demanded  of  the 
hmkM,  though  delinquent,  than  that  lequired  by  the  depos- 
iteictofS3dJune,  16361" 

It  was  oecesssry  to  presuppose,  in  order  to  ^ve  any 
Beaning  to  this  passage,  that  the  Government  have  a  right 
to  demand  something  more  than  this ;  and,  although  the 
cbainnan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  so 
anwiUing  to  answer  his  questions,  he  must  still  hold  him 
isspoosible  to  the  committee  for  a  proper  explanation  of 
bis  own  proposition.     And  what  does  the  Government,  in 
tbia  aection,  resign  by  this  promise  ?     What  is  the  sub- 
itance  of  this  promise  1     What  right  have  we  (o  demand 
wbat  this  bij]  makes  us  promise  to  resign  1     Mr.  A.  took 
it  for  granted  that  it  was  some  penalty  incurred  by  the  de- 
linquent banks,  in  not  meeting  the  demands  of  the  Gov- 
ffiuaent,  that  was  intended  hereby  to  be  relinquished,  on 
cntain  conditions.     By  the  charters  of  most  banks,  so  far 
«i  be  knew,  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  forfeited 
tbeir  charleiB,  or  subjected  them  to  the  payment  of  eztra- 
onlinaiy  interest.     The  charter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 
Cnited  Stales  required  the  payment  of  twelve  per  cent, 
pir  annom  interest  after  refusal  to  pay  specie ;  and  the 
Uab  of  his  own  State,  (Massachusetts,)  by  suspending 
ipecie  paymenta^  incurred  the  penalty  ot  paying  twenty- 
^r  per  cent,  interest.     Mr.  A.  took  this  section  to  apply 
la  such  provisions  as  these  in  the  charters  of  the  deposite 
kaoka;  and  he  demanded  again  for  whom  this  relief  was 
intended?     What  is  relinquished  in  each  of  the  contem- 
plated cases  ?     The  country  shoukl  know.     It  was  not 
Mr  own  claims  that  were  to  he  given  up  or  eompromisedj 
bat  those  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.     It  was  their 
Awey  which  these  banks  were  refusing  to  pay.     Now 
Ibia  bill  promisee  to  relinquish  every  thing — ^the  penalty, 
wfaatever  it  may  be,  in  each  case,  the  extra  interest,  every 
tbing,  in  short,  if  the  banks  will  only  pay  the  Government 
what  they  owe   In  a  reasonable   time.     Now,  will  the 
<bainnan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tell  this 
cogamiuee  what  this  is  which  he  proposes  to  give  away, 
wA  relinqninh  to  these  banks^  in  the  name  of  the  people  1 
Mr.  CAMBRELBNG  said  he  had  but  one  way  of  re- 
•^oadiag  io  the  gentleman  from  Massschusetts — be  would 
c^  for  the  consideialion  of  some  other  bills  before  the 
committee. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  order,  and  the  latter  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  LYON  remarked  that,  by  a  provision  in  the  char- 
ter of  one  of  the  banks  alluded  to,  the  Bank  of  Alabama, 
no  penalty  for  the  non-redemption  of  its  notes  in  specie 
eoald  be  demanded  by  the  United  States  of  that  insUtution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  how  it  then  happened  that  the  Sec- 
rHuy  of  the  Treasury  had  confided  the  public  money  to 
■a  inatitution  in  which  it  was  not  protected  by  the  liability 
of  such  institution  to  the  same  penalty  as  in  other  cases'? 
it  wsa  the  duty  of  Congress  to  see  that  juatice  was  done 
to  this  Government  as  to  the  keeping  safely  of  the  public 
noneys.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  acted  thus,  he 
^  wasted  and  risked  the  safety  of  the  money  of  the  people. 

But  the  section  referred  to  does  not  apply  even  to  the 
Dtnk  of  Alahoma.  Even  though  that  institution  has  fail- 
^  to  comply  with  its  obligations  to  the  Government,  it  is 
Bot  held  by  any  penalty  in  the  act  before  the  committee  to 
ujswer  for  its  delinquency.  It  is  perfectly  clear,  and  may 
lafely  continue  in  such  delinquency,  for  this  provision 
91  the  act  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  even  if  pass- 
■i  a  dead  iettet.    And  thus  gentlemen  axe  in  a  dilemma. 


Either  the  bank  has  subjected  itself  to  the  |.syment  of  ex- 
tra intereat  by  refusing  to  pay  specie,  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  hss  made  with  that  bank  a  ruinous  bargain, 
(so  far  as  the  country  is  concerned,)  liy  whiph  it  escapes 
with  impunity.  And,  by.  the  way,  it  might  be  remarked, 
(ssid  Mr.  A.,)  that  this  answers  another  gentleman  who  had 
complained  of  the  bill  before  the  committee  as  an  ex  post 
facto  law,  and  oppressive  and  cruel  in  its  operations  upon 
the  Slate  he  came  from.  Certainly  there  was  nothing 
cruel  in  the  terms  of  the  act ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
excessively  indulgent  to  all  the  delinquent  banks. 

Mr.  A.  remarked  that  the  committee  now  perceived  the 
relation  in  which  the  Bank  of  Alabama  stood  to  the  State 
itself— the  bank  itself  being  the  State.  But  it  had  been 
said  by  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Csambxbs]  that 
it  was  impossible,  in  thla  particular  rase,  to  raise  the  money 
required.  What,  sir,  asked  Mr.  A.,  is  the  credit  of  the 
State  of  AUbama  worth  nothing  1  Sir,  could  not  the 
State  of  Alabama  raise  by  her  credit,  in  twenty -four  hours, 
a  loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,  and  pay  off  this  debt  of 
her  bank?  [Mr.  CsArwAir  siiid,  "  Yes,  «t  five  per  cent, 
interest."]  It  was,  then,  perfectly  possible,  and  it  was 
natural  that  the  gentlemen  from  that  State  should  feel  in- 
dignant at  the  imputation  thai  it  was  not,  especially  when, 
as  had  been  said  by  one  of  them,  [Mr.  Csafmav,]  that 
that  State  could,  at  any  moment,  raise  a  loan  of  a  million 
of  dollars !  And  where,  then,  asked  Mr.  A.,  would  be 
the  charge  of  cruelty  on  the  part  of  this  dead* letter  law  ? 

As  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  Mr.  A.  did  not 
know  any  very  strong  objections  which  could  be  brought 
against  it.  He  referred  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
June,  1836,  depositing  the  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury 
with  the  States,  snd  adverted  to  the  facts  that  three  of  the 
instalmenta,  authorized  by  that  act  of  Congress,  had  l>een 
paid  over,  and  that  the  fourth  instalment,  payoble  on  tho 
first  day  of  the  current  month,  had  been  postponed,  by  a 
recent  act,  until  January,  1839.  In  connexion  with  these 
facts,  Mr.  A.  took  a  comparative  view  of  the  amounts  to 
which  the  States  were  severally  entitled,  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1837,  under  the  deposite  act  of  June,  1836,  and  of 
the  amounts  of  public  moneys  actually  on  deposite  with 
the  several  States  in  July  and  August,  1837,  observing 
that  he  derived  these  statements  from  the  report  of  the  Sec« 
retary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  continued  Mr.  A.,  there  is  one  point  of 
view  in  which  this  bill,  together  with  that  to  which  it  is  a 
mere  supplement  or  lider — I  mean  the  bill  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposilps  with 
the  States — is  so  deeply  iitteresting  to  my  immediate  con- 
stituents, to  those  of  my  colleagues,  and  to  those  of  many 
other  members  of  this  House,  that  I  deem  it  my  indispen- 
sable duty  to  expose  it  to  the  Houae  and  to  the  country, 
in  minute,  though  in  dry  and  tedious  detail.  As  a  pre- 
liminary to  which,  I  must  read  so  much  of  the  deposite  set 
of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  as  prescribes  the  payment  of  the 
depositee  to  the  States.     It  is  in  these  words : 

«  Sec.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  money 
which  shall  tie  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statea  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1837,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  mil* 
lions  of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  the  several  States 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  as 
shall  by  law  authoriie  their  treasurers  or  other  competent 
authorities  to  receive  the  same  on -the  terms  hereinafter 
specified,  dec. 

«Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
depoeitea  shall  be  made  with  the  said  States  in  the  follow- 
ing proportions,  and  at  the  foUowmg  times,  to  wit :  one* 
quarter  part  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1837,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  may  be ;  one-quarter  part  on  the  first  day  of 
April ;  .one-quarter  part  on  the  fint  day  of  July ;  and  one* 
quarter  part  on  the  Ist  day  of  October,  aU  of  the  same  year." 
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The  conditionB  were  accepted  by  all  the  States.  The 
pledge,  you  will  observe,  was  poaitive  and  unqualified. 
The  Burplua  (reaerving  the  five  luilliona)  actually  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  was  all  positive- 
ly and  expressly  devoted  to  be  -deposited  with  the  States. 
The  word  appropriated  was  not  used,  because  it  was  to  be 
a  deposite ;  but  the  identical  money  was  as  specifically  do- 
noted  as  it  could  have  been  by  a  direct  appropriation. 

Accordingly,  on  the  third  day  of  January,  1837,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reported  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  RepresentattvesV  that  the  balance  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  first  day  of  that  month,  subject  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  ditferent  StAtes,  had  been  ascertained  to  be 
thirty-seven  million  four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollara  ninety-seven  cents. 
And  appended  to  that  report  was  a  statement  of  the  sums 
payable  to  each  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  in  the 
fulfilment  of  that  act  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 

The  first,  second,  and  third  instalments  have  according- 
ly been  paid— excepting  a  part  of  the  third,  which  yet  re- 
mains in  transitu ;  and  on  the  first  day  of  this  month  the 
9um  of  $9,367,214  9d  should  have  been  paid  to  the  seve- 
ral States  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  three  previous  in- 
stalments harl  been-  paid,  and  as  had  been  specified  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  House  of  3d 
of  January,  1887. 

The  money  was,  on  the  1st  of  October,  all  in  the  depoe- 
ite  banks  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself. 
It  was  to  have  been  expected  that,  with  the  ample  notice 
which  he  had  enjoyed  of  more  than  fifteen  months  since 
the  enactment  of  the  deposite  law,  he  would  at  least  have 
taken  care  to  place  in  the  deposite  banks  of  each  State  a 
sum  adequate  to  the  payment  of  the  instalment  payable  to 
that  same  State.  By  this  simple  operation,  when  the  Ist 
day  of  October  came,  the  instalment  due  each  State  would 
have  been  deposited  in  its  own  banks,  ready  to  be  passed 
to  the  credit  of  its  treasurer,  or  other  officer  duly  authorized 
to  receive  the  money. 

Instead  of  this,  what  had  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
done  with  it?  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  comparative  statement 
of  the  sums  which  each  of  the  Statea  was,  by  the  deposite 
act  of  the  33d  of  June,  1836,  entitled,  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1837,  to  receive,  with  the  sums  in  actual  deposite,  in 
the  late  deposite  banks  throughout  the  Union,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  sessiim,  and  again  with  the  bal- 
ances due  by  the  same  deposite  banks  on  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber, three  days  after  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposite 
with  the  States  should  have  been  paid. 

It  is  a  very  curious  paper ;  and,  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  laid  before  the  House,  and 
obtained  an  order  for  the  printing  of  a  statement  by  himself 
of  the  condition  of  the  Treasury,  if  I  possessed  as  much  as 
he  does  of  the  favor  of  the  House,  I  would  solicit  the  same 
privilege  for  this  statement  of  mine,  all  drawn  from  the  re- 
ports of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself.  But  I  shall 
not  make  that  request.  I  shall  merely  publish  it  for  the 
information  of  the  people,  and  I  commend  it  to  the  special 
attention  of  the  members  upon  this  fioor,  of  what  used  to 
be  called  the  good  old  thirteen  States;  above  all,  to  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  six  New  England  States,  that  they  may 
see  how  naturally  the  money  of  this  Union  flows  to  the 
North  or  to  the  East.  And,  as  some  of  them  have  been 
taught,  by  sundry  learned  statistics  of  the  Globe,  to  think 
that  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  depositee 
ought  to  be  repealed,  because  it  would  require  a  new  tax 
upon  the  people,  I  respectfully  ask  them  to  perform  the 
simple  process  of  arithmetical  subtmction  of  nine  million 
three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fourteen  dollars  and  ninety- nine  cents,  the  whole  sum 
which  should  have  been  paid  to  the  States  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, from  the  sum  of  nine  million  eight  hundred  and  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars  and  forty- 


nine  cents,  which  on  that  very  first  of  Oetotor  wwt  cto- 
ally  deposited  in  the  faTerite  depository  banks  m  wMj 
cheriahed  and  so  ofken  eulogiiad  by^the  profound  ctkokbir 
of  the  Treasury  Doparti^ent.  The  money  was  all  thm. 
At  least  it  had  been  all  tfiere;  and  if  it  had  been,  it  the 
special  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  TrrMiy, 
scattered  abroad  in  discounts  among  the  people,  to  foicbw 
friends  to  the  administration,  he  was  at  least  respsMHt 
that  the  money  should  be  forthcoming  whsn  it  AoaU  ki 
wanted  tor  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instahnent  He  ba^ 
I  say,  more  than  fifteen  months'  notice  of  that  commg  di;- 
more  than  ten  months'  notice  of  it  before  the  smpenmnsl 
specie  payments  by  any  of  the  l«anks.  The  spededrenia 
was  issued  within  twenty  dsys  after  the  enadmeot  of  ih 
deposite  law.  Nothing  but  the  constitutional  camacfi 
gold  and  silver,  was,  with  a  trifling  exception,  to  be  » 
ceived  at  all  the  land  offices  for  the  proceeds  of  ssbs  of  ih 
public  lands.  Why  is  it  that  the  SecreUry  hsd  not,  bcfai 
the  first  of  October,  1837,  placed  in  deposite  in  ths  bull 
of  each  State  in  the  Union  a  sura  sufiicient  to  pay  tht  !>• 
stalment  due  to  that  State  on  that  day!  Why  is  it  tb^ 
after  draining  the  Atlantic  States  pf  their  goM  andiiKii; 
to  pay  at  Western  Isml  offices,  and  roto  Western  bwlj 
for  all  the  wild  speculations  in  Western  lands,  wbco  IM 
day  of  payment  comes  for  the  fourth  insUlment,  ttaW 
are  found  all  or  nearly  all  drawn  off  from  all  the  deport 
banka  in  the  Atlantic  States,  and  millions  upon  rattiM 
not  of  constitutional  currency,  but  of  unavaiJabie  fon^ 
rags  and  shin-plasters,  are  heaped  up  In  those  very  Wd 
em  and  Southwestern  Sutes,  where  the  land  wasioH,ii 
where  the  specie  circular  was  to  prove  a  mine  ««ootdiis< 
far  the  wealth  of  Ormus  or  of  Ind  1"  ' 

[Mr.  A.  referred  to  the  following  statement,  wbick  ^ 
held  in  his  hand :] 

Comparative  Btatcroent  of  the  sums  which  each  Suae  of  the  ^nj^J 
by  the  deposite  act  of  23d  June,  1836, entlUed  to  receive ontteW 
(ktiiber,  183r ;  wiUi  the  sums  which  were  acually  to drp<>bttt« 
depMite  banks  of  each  Suie,  in  July  and  August,  ISV*  as  tpm 
the  rep^n  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  ths  financwatiyw 
mencament  of  the  session ;  and  with  the  Iwl&noes  still  due  of^^ 
tmnkB,  on  the  4th  of  Octoi)er,  ISST.  according  to  the  Tressiusrvfli 
ly  statement  of  thai  date,  appeodea  to  the  report  of  ^beS^^jftZ 
the  Treasury  to  the  House  or  Representatives,  of  «h  Ocwwrj 
showing  the  sums  drawn  tnm  the  deposits  banlcs  betwesa  av 
and  October.  i 
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[Id  the  above  table  Mr.  A.  was  ao  partiGular  aa  to  cal- 
coble  not  only  the  ccnta  but  the  fractiona  of  centa,  in  the 
proportion  of  the  aurplua  due  to  each  State ;  but  for  the  sake 
of  oompreasiog  the  table  into  convenient  width,  we  have 
ooitted  both  the  centa  and  the  ffactiona.] 

Let  ua  now  compare  the  threec  olomna  of  this  compara- 
tive statement  with  each  other,  and  aee  how  the  different 
States  of  the  Union  have  been  treated,  Brat  by  the  depoaite 
law,  the  act  of  Congreaa,  and  aecondly  by  the  Secretary  of 
Iba  Treasory  and  the  executive  adminiatration. 

The  first  column  ahowa  the  sum  which  each  State  of 
(he  Union  was,  by  the  deposite  act  of  33d  June,  1836, 
sBtided  on  (he  1st  of  thia  preaent  month  of  October  to 
meiTe. 

The  second  column  ahowa  the  amount  which  the  depos- 
ite banks  in  each  State  had  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  was  due  from  them  at  the  commence- 
BKOt  of  the  present  aeaaion  of  Congreaa. 

The  third  column  ahowa  the  amount  of  balances  atill 
doe  from  the  same  depoaite  banks  on  the  4  th  day  of  the 
pnieot  month,  that  ia,  precisely  at  the  time  when  the 
foarth  instalment  should  have  been  paid. 

Exaniine  thia  statement,  and  you  will  find  that  on  the 
ftit  of  thia  month  the  State  of  Maine  was  entitled  to  re- 
ceive $318,612  75 ;  that  at  the  commencement  of  this  ses- 
nm  there  were  in  the  five  depoaite  banks  of  that  State 
only  1117,042  95;  and  that  on  the  4th  ofOctober  that  sum 
hid  been  reduced  to  $41,708  92.  Maine,  therefore,  was 
ntitied  to  receive  largely  more  than  $300,000.  She  had 
nceived  in  deposite  in  her  banks  on  the  first  day  of  this 
■non,  $1 17,000 ;  and  this  scanty  sura  had,  on  the  1st  of 
October,  been  reduced  to  $41,708  92.  Little  abort  of 
1*0  bnndrrd  and  eighty  thouaand  doUara  has  thus  been 
Qched  from  the  people  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  given, 
hr  the  present  at  least,  to  the  States  at  the  aouth  and  west- 
n  ezfiemities  of  the  Union. 

^The  State  of  New  Hampshire  was  entitled  to  receive 
|S33,028  92.  She  had  in  six  depositebanks  at  the  com- 
nanceoient  of  the  session  $114,026,  31 ;  out  of  which 
KK  squeezed  before  the  4  th  of  October  so  much  as  left 
i^r  163,635  98.  Her  contribution  to  the  Southwestern 
nks  waa  only  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dol- 
Hv*  The  Secretary  cannot  be  charged  with  partiality  to 
M  native  State.  How  is  it  with  mine  ?  Massachusetts 
f»  entitled  to  receive  $446,057  85.  At  the  commence- 
Dentof  the  session  she  had  in  four  banks  $81,278  40; 
'hicb  on  the  4  th  of  October  was  reduced  to  $42,891  30  ; 
oti  in  the  last  return  of  the  Treasurer*s  accounts,  several 
*^  columns  are  introduced,  one  of  which  is  of  over- drafts, 
ad  two  of  the  Massachusetts  banks  are  credited  with  these 
rer-drafts  to  the  amount  of  $13,000,  which,  if  subtracted 
vmthe  balance  still  charged  againat  them,  will  leave  it 
« than  $30,000.  It  is  indeed  doubtful  whether,  at  this 
ly,  there  is  a  dollar  due  from  the  late  deposite  banks  of 
tassBchusetts  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  Her 
'^nt  loss  by  the  postponement  of  the  fourth  instalment 
at  least  equal  to  the  whole  sum  which  she  waa  entitled 
» receive,  little  abort  of  $450,000. 
Abode  Island,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  may  also  well 
ake  up  their  accounts  for  a  present  total  loss. 
Phode  Island  was  entitled  to  receive  $  1 27,445  10.  She 
ul  in  two  banks  at  the  commencement  of  (he  session 
»,433  06— reduced  on  the  4th  of  October  to  ^1,133  41. 
The  portion  of  Vermont  on  the  1st  of  October  was 
128,028  92,  the  same  as  New  Hampshire,  and  the  same 
Alabama.  But  the  amount  of  balance  due  from  the 
'0  deposite  banka  in  Vermont  was,  at  the  commencenif  nt  of 
e  session,  $588  64,  and  on  the  4th  of  October  $496  83  ; 
bile  the  balance  due  from  the  single  deposite  bank  of 
jabama  was,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  one 
>IIion  and  twenty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six 
liars  twenty-six  cents,  and  on  the  4th  October  nine  hun- 


dred six  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars 
twenty-three  cents,  and  this  Bank  of  Alabama  ia  the  prop- 
erty of  the  State.  I  have  aeen  lately  some  vain  boastings 
in  certain  public  journals,  that  the  administration  was  going 
ahead,  and  growing  popular  in  the  State  of  Vermont.  I 
should  like  to  hear  what  the  Green  Mountain  boys  will  say 
to  this  administration  mode  of  settling  parallel  accounts. 
The  State  of  Connecticut  was,  on  the  first  of  this  month, 
entitled  by  the  deposite  act  to  the  receipt  of  $254,890  20. 
The  balance  due  from  her  two  deposites  banks  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  was  $31,629  18 ;  ami 
from  her  three  depoaite  banks  on  the  4th  of  October  cur- 
rent was  $7,409  02.  How  it  happened  that  there  was  on 
the  4th  of  October  one  more  discarded  bank  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut  than  there  had  been  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  I  do  not  know ;  but  as  the  aggregate  amount 
of  the  balance  due  from  the  three  banks  was  so  much  de- 
creased from  that  which  had  been  due  by  tlie  two,  the  ad- 
dition of  one  to  the  defaulting  depositories  in  the  last  ac- 
count scarcely  forms  a  sufficient  cause  for  inquiry  bow  it 
has  happened.  1  heard  a  distinguished  member  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut  on  this  floor  deliver  an  able  and  very 
earnest  speech  in  favor  of  the  postponing  bill,  as  it  came 
from  the  Senate,  because  be  considered  it,  as  it  was,  a  re- 
peal, a  total  and  final  repeal  of  the  fourth  instalment, 
which  would  have  replenished  the  Treasury  of  his  own 
State  witli  a  aum  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty -five  thou- 
sand dollars :  he  dreaded  the  idea  that  it  would  be  necessa- 
ry to  raise  this  sum  if  the  instalments  should  be  paid,  by 
taxation.  Now  I  put  it  to  the  consideration  of  that  gentle- 
man and  of  his  constituents,  that  (here  can  be  no  possible 
need  of  taxation  to  raise  thia  aum  at  all.  It  exis(s  as  it 
existed  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  announced  the 
depositable  surplus  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January 
last.  It  is  all  as  it  was  then  in  balances  due  from  the 
Southwestern  and  Western  banks :  those  very  balances,  the 
prompt  payment  of  which  the  bill  now  before  you  is  about 
to  relinquish.  Sir,  I  have  pointed  out  the  comparison  be^ 
tween  the  sums  which  each  of  the  New  England  States 
separately  was  entitled  to  receive  on  the  first  of  thia  month 
in  depoeite,  and  the  suma  which  their  banks  then  actually 
had  in  depoaite,  first,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session ;  and,  secondly,  one  month  later,  that  is,  on  the  4th 
of  October.  Let  us  now  make  the  same  comparison  in  the 
aggregate. 

The  sum  which  the  six  New  England  States  were  enti- 
tled to  receive  on  the  first  of  this  month  by  the  deposite 
act  was  one  million  five  hundred  and  ninety-three  thou- 
sand and  sixty-three  dollars  and  seventy- seven  cents. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  balances  due  from  all  their  re- 
pudiated deposite  banks  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session  was  three  hundred  and  forty- nine  tliousand 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  and  fifty -four  cents, 
nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  less  than  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  alone  was  entitled  to  receive. 

And  the  whole  amount  of  the  balances  due  from  the 
same  banks  one  month  later,  on  the  4th  of  October,  three 
days  after  the  fourth  instalment  should  have  been  paid, 
was  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  dollars  and  forty-Mx  cents,  nearly  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  less  than  (he  State  of  Connecticut 
alone  was  entitled  to  receive  for  her  portion  of  the  fourth 
instalment 

Now  for  the  other  side  of  the  account. 

On  the  fin>t  of  this  month,  the  Stale  of  Mississippi  was, 
by  the  deposite  act  of  23d  June,  1836,  entitled  to  receive 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  lwenty-»eveii  thousand  four 
hundred  and  furty-five  dollurs  and  ten  cents,  precisely  the 
same  portion  as  that  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  balanctnt  duo  from  tlio  lale  depoisiie  I  auks  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session,  were  one  million  seven  hundred  and  forty-four 
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thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  and  aer- 
enty*one  cents. 

The  balances  due  from  the  same  banks  on  the  4th  of 
October,  three  days  after  the  fourth  instalment  should  have 
been  paid,  were  one  million  six  hundred  and  sixty-six 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  cents. 

If  you  deduct  from  the  whole  amount  payable  to  the  six 
New  Enghtnd  States  for  the  fourth  instalment  the  whole 
amount  of  the  balances  due  from  all  their  deposite  banksj 
there  will  remain  due  one  million  four  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  thirty-one 
cents  payable  to  them. 

If  you  deduct  the  whole  sum  payable  for  the  fourth  in- 
stalment to  the  State  of  Mississippi  from  the  whole  amount 
of  the  balances  due  on  the  4th  of  Octoljer  by  her  late  de- 
posite banks,  there  will  remain  due  from  them  the  sum  of 
one  million  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents. 

The  balances  due»  therefore,  from  the  deposite  banks, 
in  the  single  State  of  Mississippi,  a  State  with  four  electo- 
ral votes,  are  nearly  one  hundred  thounand  dollars  more 
than  adequate  to  pay  the  whole  fourth  instalment  receiva- 
ble by  herself,  and  by  the  six  New  Enj^and  State. 

Suppose  we  state  the  two  cases  in  the  form  of  accounts 
current. 

Dr,  United  States  of  America^  in  account  with  the  six 

New  England  States*  Cr, 

1837.     Ist  Oct.     To  fourth 

iusulment  -  -  1,693,063  77 

By  balances  in  all  their  deposite  banks        -     167,245  46 
Due  to  the  six  States        -  -  -  1,435,816  81 


$1,593,063  77 

Dr.   United  States  of  America^  in  account  with  the  State 

of  Miwissippi.  Cr, 

1837.   1st  Oct.     To  fourth 

instalment        -  -       137,445  10 

To  balances  due  by  her     -  1,528,922  23 

1,656,367  83 
By  balances  in  her  deposite  banks  -  $1,656,367  33 

Sir,  I  hope  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  the  necessity  of 
raising,  by  taxation  upon  the  people,  the  sums  necessary 
for  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment. 

I  will  not  pursue  this  comparative  review  of  the  suras 
due  to  each  State  for  the  fourth  instalment,  and  of  the  sums 
due  from  the  deposite  banks  in  each  State  through  the 
whole  twenty-five,  (for  it  seems  there  was  no  deposite  bank 
in  Arkansas ;)  but  if  any  indiflferent  person  or  philosophical 
observer  will  compare  the  relative  amount  of  the  three  sev- 
eral columns  ag.iinst  the  name  of  each  State,  in  this  table, 
and  then  mark  the  namo;{  in  the  lists  of  yeas  and  nays 
upon  your  journal,  first  on  the  pasi^age  of  the  act  to  post- 
pone the  fmrth  deposite  instalment,  and  then  on  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  I  do  assure  him  that  bo  will  discover  se- 
crets worth  knowing.  He  will  find  in  these  elements  a 
key  to  the  system  of  measures  prepared  by  the  present  Ex- 
ecutive for  the  action  of  Congress,  in  this  emergency,  for 
relief  to  the  distress  of  the  country.  He  will  see  how  these 
measures  were  adapted  in  advance  to  each  oilier— how  the 
excessive  balances  due  from  one  set  of  Slates  were  to  bo 
made  easy,  by  withholding  from  another  set  of  States  the 
fjurtb  instalment  to  which  they  were  entitled.  He  may 
chance  to  discover  some  insight  into  the  art  magic  of  ap- 
plication to  motives.  Ho  mny  trace  the  cause  of  that  un- 
easy solicitude  manifested  by  more  than  one  member  from 
the  debtor  States,  when  the  postponement  bill  was  on  its 
passage,  to  sot  it  aside  and  lake  up  this  bill,  before  they 
should  bo  compelled  to  vote  ay  or  no  U|>on  that. 


This  bill,  as  It  came  from  the  Senate,  was  not  sttftcient- 
ly  indulgent  to  their  delinquent  banks.    Instead  of  fDiir, 
six,  and  nine  months  of  delay  before  they  should  be  aid 
to  disgorge  their  millions  upon  millions  of  the  publbtpoik, 
nine,  fifteen,  twenty-one  months  of  time  were  to  be  gnmt- 
ed  them,  without  even  the  payment  of  interest  to  tbe  plan' 
dered  sister  States.     And  here,  on  this  floor,  we  bebeU  i 
pledge  demanded  of  the  chairman  of  the  conuniuee,  ind 
given  by  him,  in  the  face  of  the  House,  that  when  thit 
bill  should  have  passed,  and  this  one  riiouM  be  taken  up, 
a  liberal  indulgence  of  time  shoold  be  allowed  to  the  onr- 
burdened  and  discarded  depository  banks.    That  bargtio 
was  not  only  concluded  in  the  presence  of  the  Home,  bm 
was  signally  and  indignantly  rebuked  at  the  time  bj  tm 
members  of  the  House,  one  from  Ghn>rgia  {Mr.  DiWMi] 
and  one  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Samsos  Masof;]  yet  we  m 
now  witnessing  its  consummation.     This  bill  is  the  equiv- 
alent for  the  votes  indispensable  to  carry  that— this  soeod^ 
ment  is  the  premium  pudieitiae  for  the  wear  and  tew  of 
chastity  in  the  accomplishment  of  thaL 

Sir,  when  that  bill  came  from  die  Senate,  and  throngh 
that  body  from  the  Treasury,  it  came  with  fraud  upon  its 
face. 

Mr.  Cambhvlbko  called  the  gentleman  fromMMwaM- 
setts  to  order  ;  observing  that  that  was  not  the  fint  liiM 
that  gentleman  had  thus  transgressed  the  rules  of  «der. 

The  Chaie  [Mr.  HowAan,  of  Md.,]  could  not  flee* 
relevancy  of  Mr.  A.'s  remarks  to  the  subject  befcwfl( 
comuiittee. 

Mr.  Adaxs.  Am  I  not  permitted  to  refer  l<*  ■  ^  jjj 
to  the  manner  in  which  that  bill  passed  the  House,  wn 
out  which,  as  I  contend,  this  bill  now  before  the  oommittj 
would  not  be  here  at  all  ?  [Cries  from  all  sidee  of  ^ 
House,  ««Go  on  !  go  on  I'*]  j 

Mr.  A.  reshmed  the  thread  of  his  remaiks.  Yes,* 
it  came  with  fraud  upon  its  face.  It  professed  to  be  tl 
to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment;  it  was,  in  fact,  i « 
to  repeal  it.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  bill  to  raise  revcnoMj 
as  such,  not  having  originated  in  this  House,  ought  MS 
to  have  been  entertained  by  it.  A  member  from  8oi 
Carolina  [Mr.  Pickets]  proposed  an  amendment,  wn 
made  it  what  it  professed  to  be,  a  bill  to  postpone  I 
fourth  instaloient  to  a  da^  fixed— the  let  of  January,  IW 
to  which  I  proposed  an  additional  amendment,  appropn 
ting  these  balances  duo  from  the  delinquent  bankc,  anf 
supplementary  fund,  if  it  should  be  necessary,  for  pondj 
payment  at  the  day  fixed  by  the  amendment  of  the  gei^ 
man  from  South  Carolina.  With  those  amendraen*^ 
pledged  myself  to  vote  for  the  bill. 

I  was  fully  aware  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  just  rights  i 
interests  of  my  own  constituents  to  which  I  mu«t  »* 
by  voting  for  the  bill  .in  that  form ;  and  I  knew  ttt 
hazarded  incurring  the  displeasure  of  some  of  them  bj  jm 
ing  80  much.  But  I  knew  they  were  a  generous  pw^ 
I  came  here  knowing  that  the  Executive  admmislfalj 
was  reduced  to  great  straits  for  the  means  to  perforo  I 
pecuniary  engagements  of  the  nation.  In  their  disW 
however  brought  upon  themselves,  I  saw  only  the  di«W 
of  the  country,  and  trusted  that  my  constittwnls  w« 
sustain  me,  in  giving  up  a  portion  of  their  just  claims  I 
the  general  benefit  of  all.  These  were  the  sentiments « 
which  I  came  to  Washington,  and,  as  a  pledge  of  their « 
cerity,  I  offered,  with  the  amendments,  to  vote  for  U 
bill ;  and  how  was  this  disposition  received  and  retamo 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,* 
stantinily  the  representative  of  the  Executive  in  this  H«i 
would  neither  accept  my  amendment  nor  that  of  theg« 
tleman  from  South  Carolina.  He  forced  the  bill,  ^'^ 
its  imperfections  on  its  bead,  os  it  came  from  the  Sea*. 
to  a  third  reading ;  and  he  carried  it  in  the  fullest  vole  e^ 
taken  in  this  House  by  yeas  and  nays,  1 19  to  117;  «w 
the  119,  one  was  the  getitleman  from  South  Carolina, « 
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to  voted,  as  he  declarpct  at  the  time,  for  the  expreee  pur- 
pOM  of  moving  a  i^eoiwiderKtion  of  the  vote,  which  he 
immediately  did.  The  real  vote,  therefore,  was  a  tie,  118 
to  1 18 ;  and  if  the  bill  was  to  be  carried  at  all,  it  could  only 
Iw  by  the  eaating  vof e  of  the  Speaker.  The  chairman  of 
(lie  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means  did  not  venture  upmi 
Ihat  experiment.  He  voted  against  the  reconsideration 
lumseir,  but  be  suffered  it  to  be  carried  by  his  friends.  My 
•meodment,  wbi«h  was  nothing  more  than  a  pledge  that 
the  hill,  tt  amended  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
luia,  ihoQid  be  executed  in  good  faith,  he  still  refused  to 
ascept.  Ninety-four  members  of  the  House  voted  ibr  my 
imendment.  I  carniot  vouch  that  every  one  of  them  would 
hsTe  voted  for  fhe  bill  if  the  amendment  had  been  adopted, 
bat  I  would  have  voted  for  it  myself.  I  have  reason  to 
bflfisTe  that  a  majority,  if  not  all,  of  my  cbtteagnes  would 
have  voted  for  it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  sixy  or  more  af- 
iNmttive  votes  would  have  been  fin  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
beyond  the  meager  majority  of  twelve,  which  was  secured 
only  by  accepting,  as  a  forlorn  hope,  the  previously  reject- 
ed amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  impeach  the  sineerity  of  no  man  upon 
ibis  floor.    But  when  f  saw  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  ding  so  (etmicioasly  to  that  bill  as 
it  tame  from  (he  Senate ;  when  I  saw  bim,  at  the  last  gasp, 
|Hrmit  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
Kfla  to  be  carried  against  his  own  vote,  to  save  the  life  of  the 
Mil;  and  when  f  saw  him  still  inllexibly  erdudlng  my 
ameadment,  and  spurn  a  majority  of  Ib«rt<-llfth8  of  the  House 
OB  the  passage  of  a  bill  so  immensely  important  to  the  ad- 
nioiiArBtion  as  that  wAs,  it  was  impossible  fbr  me  to  divert 
Bj  own  mind  from  the  inquiry  why  it  was  that  so  feeble  a 
liajority,  purchased  by  so  humiliating  a  concession  as  had 
Weo  extorted  by .  the  gentleman   fh>m  South  Carolina, 
Aoold  have  been  preferred  to  an  almoaf  unanimous  vote, 
ibtamed  by  the  mere  mite  of  additional  concession,  yielded 
^  a  pledgie  of  fhilh  that  the  promise  of  that  amendment 
Vbald  be  perfbrnacxl;  and  I  could  account  for  this  prefer- 
'«Doe  Ho  otherwise  than  by  the  belief  that  it  is  itill  not 
^tended  that  the  fourth  instalment  ahall  ever  be  paid ;  that 
lie  promise  to  pay  it  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  is  a  de- 
ttpUon,  and  thot  the  am^ndmetit  of  the  gentleman  from 
tfonlh  Carolina  will  fere  no  better  than  the  13th  and  14th 
Mtions  of  the  deposite  law  of  June  23,  1836. 

How  Air  this  apprehen^on  k  prophetic,  we  shall  see  in 
the  eoum  ef  the  ensuing  year;  and  I  now  predict  that  the 
pwacQi  postponemenl'win  be  succeeded  by  another.  That, 
«  (be  1st  of  Jerteary,  1839,  shall  appi^ch,  ftew  dis- 
eoveries  will  be  Made  of  the  ragged  nakedness  of  the  Treas- 
wy ;  and  then  the  argument,  now  merely  fictitious,  may  be 
urged  in  sad  reality,  that  the  instalment  cannot  be  paid 
without  a  new  tax  upon  the  people.  Ff  the  money  now 
n  the  defeulting  depositle  hanks  should  be  collected  by  the 
Government,  and  applied  to  other  purposes;  to  be  sore,  in 
(hat  case,  the  fourth  instalment  cannot  be  paid  without 
l>ring  anew  the  people  to  raise  fhe  money ;  and  that  is  pre- 
Biely  the  reason  why  I  anxiously  wiiihed  to  appropriate 
ike  money  while  it  was  there.  Was  ft  the  reason  Why  the 
"PP'opriation  was  so  stubbornly  teftMed  by  the  chairman  of 
the  OommiUee  of  Ways  and  Means  1  Sir,  we  have  been 
lold,  over  and  ovtr,  that  the  late  deposite  hanks  in  Louisi- 
ina,  in  Alabama,  in  Mississippi,  in  Ohio,  in  Kentucky,  in 
lodiADa,  are  all  so^ikI,  all  solvent,  all  able  and  willing  to 
pay  cveiy  dollar  of  their  debt,  grive  them  but  reaeonable 
time.  Then  the  money  is  there.  The  balances  in  those 
^Ica  due  from  those  banks  is  amply  sufficient,  and  more 
ihan  sufficient,  to  pay  the  fourth  instalment  due  to  them- 
>0lve«,  and  that  due  to  all  the  other  States* 

Let  OS  ntf#  i^Qerume  the  comparison  in  this  tabular  state- 
nent  between  the  amount  which  by  law,  that  is,  by  the  act' 
>f  S3d  June,  1836,  ohonld  have  been  deposited  in  each  of 
he  several  StUtes,  and  fhe  amount  which  was  actually  dc- 
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posited  in  the  same  States  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  seseion  of  Congress  and  on  the  4th  of  October, 
one  month  later.     We  have  gone  through  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  and  have  there  found  the  depositee  dejure  more 
than  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars ;  the  deposites  dt  facto 
less  than  a  tenth  of  that  sum — ^lesa  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.     We  next  come  to  New  York — ^the 
Empire  State ;  her  proportion  of  the  fourth  instaltJient 
would  have  been  one  million  three  htrodredand  thirty-eight 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy- three  dollars  fifty-seven 
cents.     The  sum  which  her  batiks  actually  had  in  deposite 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session  was  one  million  three 
hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
teen dollars  and  eighty- two  cents.     There,  air,  was  aome- 
thing  like  a  aet-ofT;  no  injustice  was  done  to  the  great 
State  of  New  York.     The  deposite  of  fact  was  about  fifty 
thousand  dollars  more  than  the  deponte  of  the  law.     But 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been  most  industriously 
occupied  during  the  whole  month  of  September,  in  drawing 
off  from  the  New  Yonk  deposite  banks  the  balances  due  by 
them.     By  the  last  returns  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  it 
appears  that  on  the  fourth  of  October  there  remained  of 
balances  due  from  all  the  deposite  banks  of  the  State  ef 
New  York  Only  eight  hundred  and  three  thousand  five 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and  seventy  cents :  nearly  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  has  been  drawn  from  them  in 
the  month  of  September.      And,  further,  T  have   seen  a 
series  of  resolutions  very  recently  adopted  by  a  highly  re- 
spectable and  numerous  assembly  of  citizens  of  that  city.  In 
one  of  which  it  is  aaserted  that  the  banks  of  that  State  have 
paid  off  almoet  the  whole  of  the  balances  due  by  them. 
Sir,  our  compassion  has  been  appealed  to  in  behalf  of  these 
Southwestern  tmnks.   We  have  been  told  H  would  be  cruel 
to  exaet  payment  from  those  banks;  that  it  would  be  an  ftr 
po&ifaeio  law  to  chai^  them  with  interest  for  tlie  public 
moneys  which  they  have  received  in  deposite,  and  relvee 
to  pay  at  the  requisition  of  the  Treasury  Department';  that 
they  cannot  themselves  pay  without  exacting  payment  from 
their  debtors;  and   that  indulgence  must  be  granted  to 
them,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  grant  indulgence  to  the 
people.     Sir,  how  atands  this  argument,  in  its  application 
to  the  banks  and  people  of  the  North  t    They,  too,  were 
and  are  indebted  to  their  banks.     Were  Chey  not  in  need 
of  indulgence  as  much   as  the  people  of  Louisiana,  of 
Mississippi,  of  Alabama,  of  Kentucky,    Ohio,   Indiana, 
Missouri,  and  Michigrani     But  what  has  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  been  doinjg  with  thetn  7     Has  he  not  been 
draining  them  almost  to  their  last  dollar,  as  Idng  as  he 
could  claim  a  dollar  of  balance  from  them  ?     And  hai^e 
they  not  been  obliged  to  put  the  screws  upon  their  debtors, 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  pay  the  balances  due  by  them, 
at  the  requisition  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  t     Sir, 
the  people  of  the  North  have  endured,  they  are  now  en- 
during, that  very  cruelty  and  oppression  which  you  are 
told  the  people  of  the  Southwest  and  the  West  cannot  bear. 
You  are  straining  from  them  their  last  cent  to  pay  their  ImiI- 
anoes,  while  at  the  same  time  you  hove  wrested  from  them 
their  fourth  instalment,  which  your  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  transferred  to  the  State  banks  of  the  Southwest  and 
the  West,  there  to  be  locked  up  for  nine,  fifteen,  and 
twenty-one  months,  without  payment  of  interest,  because 
it  would  be  a  cruel  tx  post  facto  law  to  call  upon  them  for 
any  consideration  for  the  use  of  the  money. 

Let  us  pass  over  the  State  of  New  Jersey— no  longer  a 
doubtful  State-~-and  corao  to  the  Keystone  State  ef  Penn- 
sylvania. The  portion  of  the  instalment  which  she  ought 
on  the  first  of  this  month  to  have  received  waa  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
dollars  and  twenty-six  cents.  The  sum  actually  deposited 
in  all  her  deposite  banks,  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, was  9^56,446  92 ;  and,  on  fhe  4th  of  this  month,  it 
had  been  reduced  te9l3i|S57  17.     Eight  humlred  and 
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iweDty-five  thousand  dollars  is  the  tribute  of  Penniylvania 
to  the  State  banka  of  Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  Mississip- 
pi, to  promote  the  multiplication  of  the  blessings  of  slavery 
and  the  cultivation  of  sugar  and  cotton.  Great  and  glori- 
ous AS  have  been  the  exertions  and  sacrifices  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  cause  of  internal  improvement,  and  in 
that  career  she  has  not  been  surpassed  by  any  State  in  the 
Uaion,  not  even  by  the  Empire  State,  yet,  if  I  understand 
the  character  of  her  hardy  yeomanry  aright,  not  even  their 
partiality  to  the  democracy  of  numbers  will  reconcile  them 
to  the  application  of  her  property  to  the  multiplicauou  of 
slaves  and  slavery,  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar  and  cotton, 
by  abstracting  it  from  the  appropriations  of  her  own  Legis- 
lature to  internal  improvements  within  her  own  domain, 
rather  more  congenial  to  the  principles  of  her  heraldic  mot- 
lo — Virtue,  Lilterty,  and  Independence. 

Maryland  !  Your  own  State,  Mr.  Chairman.  The  sum 
which  on  the  first  of  this  month  she  was  entitled  to  receive 
was  $318,6 PJ  75.  The  sum  which  her  deposite  banks 
held  in  deposite  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  was 
$280,198  25;  which,  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  was  re- 
duced to  $212,102  58.  Your  State,  Mr.  Chairman,  has 
been  marvellously  well  treated,  for  one  of  the  old  thirteen. 
Her  contribution  to  the  Southwestern  State  banks  is  not 
much  more  than  106,000  dollars. 

But  ah !  Virginia !  Old  Virginia  !  The  Ancient  Domi- 
nion !  Beware,  Mr.  Financier  of  the  Treasury,  how  you 
tread  upon  her  toes !  She  haa  no  fancy  for  a  divorce  of  bank 
and  State.  Her  State  banks  are  bone  of  her  bone,  and 
fleah  of  her  flesh ;  and  when  she  releases  them  from  the 
payment  of  their  debts,  she  only  releases  herself  from  the 
performance  of  her  own  engagements.  Deal  tenderly  with 
her,  Mr.  Secretary,  or,  like  Hannibal,  she  will  carry  the 
war  into  Africa*  Sir,  on  the  1st  of  this  month,  the  State 
of  Virginia  was,  by  the  deposite  act  of  23d  June,  1836, 
entitled  to  receive  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  the  whole  amount 
of  balaoees  due  from  her  deposite  banks  to  the  Trrasury  of 
the  United  States  was  403, 186  dollars  and  97  cents.  This 
was  not  enough,  sir ;  and,  accordingly,  on  the  4th  otf  this 
month,  the  balance  due  from  her  deposite  banks  was  739,- 
303  dollars  an<^  19  cents,  not  quite  seven  thousand  dollars 
more  than  she  was  entitled  to  receive  for  the  fourth  instal- 
ment. She  loses  nothing  by  the  postponement,  and  this 
bill  gives  her  the  use  of  the  money  for  a  term  at  least  equiv- 
alent to  the  loss  by  the  delay  of  the  postponement  to  Uie 
)st  of  January,  1889.  Virginia,  therefore,  is  propitiated 
lo  secure  the  suffrage  of  her  members  in  Congress  fur  the 
|tassage  of  both  the  bills — the  postponement  bill  and  this 
bill  I  and  you  find  most  of  them  voting  accordingly.  By 
what  ari  magic  it  has  happened  that,  while  the  balances  of 
all  the  other  old  thirteen  but  one  were,  between  the  com- 
Jiiencement  of  the  session  and  the  4  th  of  October,  so  se- 
verely reduced,  hers  were  so  largely  increased  as  to  be 
nearly  doubled,  I  know  not,  and  am  only  left  to  conjec- 
ture. My  table  is  taken  from  the  returns  of  the  Treasu- 
rer's accounts,  communicated  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  himself.  I  merely  state  the  facts  as  I  find 
theip. 

But  North  Carolina  has  not  been  so  favored.  Her  por- 
tion of  the  fourth  instalment,  payable  on  the  Ist  of  this 
month,  was  477,919  dollars  and  13  cents.  The  balance 
due  from  her  one  solitary  deposite  bank  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  was  146,030  dollars  and  12  cents, 
which,  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  was  reduoed  to  64,638 
doUara  and  61  eenta.  The  loss  of  Virginia,  by  these  two 
bills-^hese  Siamese  twine— is  nothing.  The  loss  of  North 
Carolina,  like  that  of  the  six  New  England  States,  is  al- 
most total. 

South  Carolina  and  Georgia  are  not  much  better  treated, 
though  with  this  diflference :  the  sum  that  each  of  them 


was  entitled  to  receive  was  the  same,  thrse  hundred  aad 
fifly  tlMMisand  four  hundred  and  seventy-fonr  doUan  ind 
three  cents.  The  balances  due  from  the  Sooth  Ctroiju 
ex 'deposite  banks,  at  the  commencement  of  the  twios, 
were  one  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  five  bandred  lod 
ninety  dollars  and  one  cent ;  those  from  the  bsnki  if 
Georgia  were  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  tboonnd  two 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents.  Ob 
the  4th  of  this  month  the  balances  of  South  Csroliiiabal 
increased  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoosindfiDii 
hundred  and  thirty -three  dollars  and  eighty  nine  cei^ 
while  those  of  Georgia  had  diminished  to  one  hundred  td 
nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six  dollars  sndibr^- 
one  cenu.  The  banks  of  South  Caroliaa,  like  than  « 
Virginia,  have  enjoyed  the  special  privilege  ol  increMBi 
their  balances  of  debi^  while  all  the  rest  of  the  oU  ibirtM 
have  been  inexorably  held  to  contmct  theirs.  The  iDcmi 
of  the  South  Carolina  balances  la  net  large.  It  diidoN 
only  a  relaxation  of  the  rigor  of  exactions,  and  was,  Up 
pily,  simuluineous  with  a  conciliatory  settknncnt  of  di 
political  balances  here  at  the  seat  of  Governmcot,  w\aA 
to  ihoee  who  look  a  good  deal  ahead,  has  furnished  tb 
materials  for  much  speculative  animadversioB. 

And  now,  sir»  that  we  have  seen  how,  by  the  fo^ytm 
ment,  which  was  intended  to  have  been,  and  still  tbrntM 
to  be,  the  repeal  of  the  fourth  instalment,  the  old  ibifM 
States  have  been,  with  the  single  exception  of  Tv^ 
stripped  of  the  spoils  of  the  public  Treasury  whicb  U 
been  allotted  to  them— now  that  we  have  seen  how,  «4 
the  same  exception  of  Virginia,  they  have  been,  dtq 
the  month  of  September,  fleeced  by  Treasury  drsft%  i 
sheep  in  the  hands  of  the  shearer,  of  their  remtiniog  II 
lances,  let  us  look  beyond  the  borders  of  the  old  thirMd 
to  that  teeming  mother  of  nations,  the  valley  of  the  1i( 
sissippi,  and  that  storehouse  of  embyro  republics  bonJeil 
on  our  Mediterranean  seas— the  Northern  lakes.  Wei 
gin  with  the  State  of  Alabama,  geographicsUy  the  m 
and  entitled,  further,  to  the  distinction,  inasmoch  ii  I 
deposite  bank  is  wholly  the  property  of  the  State,  and  I 
debto  of  the  bank  are  the  debU  of  the  Sute.  Tba  pofll 
of  the  fourth  insulraent  payable  on  the  first  of  thisiMl 
to  her  was,  as  I  have  already  stated,  two  hundred  I 
twenty -three  thousand  twenty-eight  dollars  and  nioif 
two  cents,  the  same  with  that  of  the  Stales  of  NewHifl 
shire  and  of  Vermont  But  the  sum  which  b«r  bsok 
Mobile  had  in  actual  deposite,  at  the  ooroneDceniiDtj 
the  present  session,  waa  one  milHoik  and  twenty  tbooiri 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and  twenty-nx  f^ 
and,  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  it  waa  still  nine  kwdl 
and  six  thousand  three  hundred  and'setenty-nineddl 
and  twenty «tbree  cents. 

The  portion  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  of  the  fvurtk  i 
fltalment  was  one  hundred  and  tweoty-?even  tboaa 
four  hundred  and  forty  •five  dollars  and  ten  cenl^  i1m<* 
as  that  of  Rhode  Island.  The  balances  due  fren 
banks,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  were  one  mill 
seven  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  three  hundred  ( 
seventy -three  dollars  and  seventy -one  cents;  ani^* ''^'J 
4th  of  this  month,  they  were  still  one  million  mx  hood 
and  fifly-six  thousand  three  hundred  and  six(y-i*v(ti  i 
lars  and  thirty -three  cents. 

The  sura  to  which  the  State  of  Louisiana  wticoUi 
for  the  fourth  instalment  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-* 
thousand  three  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  tbirty«c< 
cents.  The  debt  of  her  banks,  at  the  commenoenw^ 
the  session,  was  one  million  ftmr  hundred  and  fifij  » 
sand  and  iwenty-lhreo  dollars  and  three  cents,  and,  on 
4th  of  October,  nine  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  «< 
hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  three  cents. 

And  so  it  was  with  all  the  Southwestern  and  Weil 
States,  excepting  Arkansas*  which,  having  no  drpa 
banks,  could  have  no  debt.;  and  excepting  IUio<M^ 
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wiMt  rraMB  I  know  nol,  QnitM  it  was  to  secaie  tho  fidel- 
ity of  Mmoori  at  iior  expaaae.  Tlia  ihava  of  Misaoari  of 
iIm  Samth  inatalfnaat  would  have  been  one  hundred  and 
tuMaiy-eaven  tboasand  four  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars 
•ad  tea  eenU.  The  debt  of  the  agency  of  the  Commer- 
mI  Biok  of  Cincinnati,  at  6t  Louia,  Miaaouri,  at  the 
camawncement  of  the  aeanon,  waa  five  hundred  and  eigh- 
if-aina  thouaand  three  hundred  and  twenty-eeven  dollars 
•ad  foft^-tiuee  cents.  On  the  4th  of  October  it  was  reduced 
to  tira  hundred  and  thirty -nine  thousand  four  hundred  and 
IWBB^-two  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents ;  but  there  was  an 
adiiitiooal  deposiie  in  the  Bank  of  the  Stale  of  Miasoori,  a 
ipseis-pay 'ug  bank,  of  one  hundrad  and  fifteen  thousand 
i$^i  hondrnbl  and  fifiy -eight  dollara  and  f9ur  cents,  mak- 
iaf  the  whole  ao'n  in  depoaite  there  three  hundred  and 
fit]p«fivs  tbousauu  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  six- 
tf'Bine  cents.  The  actual  depoaite  in  that  Bute  is  yet 
Mirlj  three  tioare  the  enonnt  of  the  rightful  depoaite  in 
Wr  banks  liy  th^  deposiia  law ;  but  as  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  If  issoori  .<«  not  one  of  the  Iste  deposite  banks, 
bat  is  one  of  those  which  has  met  and  will  meet  all  the  le- 
^iutions  of  the  Department,  it  ia  preaumed  that  no  fur- 
Iker  iaierest  wiU  be  required  of  it  than  that  provided  by 
Ibe  deposite  law,  and  that  it  will  be  aUe  to  pay  iu  balances 
dna  to  the  TreMury  without  needing  a  delay  of  nine,  fif- 
iMi,  and  twenty-one  montha  to  collect  them. 

Kantocky  and  Tennessee  were  entitled  to  the  same  sum 

>rihs  fourth  tnatalment,  #477,919  13.     Neither  of  them 

iton  any  thing  by  the  postponement;  but  their  profits  by 

Ike  withholding  of  the  instalment  from  the  Northern  and 

:  laMem  States  are  not  exactly  the  aame.     Tenneasee  is, 

:  inleaJ,  something  of  « loser  by  the  alacrity  with  whidi  the 

,  Saeretary  of  the  Treasury  haa  withdrawn  from  her  banks 

Aa  bslaoces  doe  by  them  at  the  commencement  of  the 

,  fiMent  eearion.     They  were  then  $5 14,6 J 6  48.     On  the 

4lii  of  October  they  were  reduced  to  $l83,9d3  18  ;  while 

tkna  of  the  banks  of  Kentucky,  which,  at  the  commence- 

•ant  of  the  session,  were  $843,246  78,  on  the  4  th  Octo- 

>r  bed  ijicreaaed  to  $846,053  31.     What  is  it  that  has 

,  jneored  this  reanarkalde  good  fortune  1     Is  it  that  she  is  a 

dragbtor  of  the  Old  Dominion  1     Or  that  she  has  a  repre- 

.  tootaUva  supernumerary  in  another  part  of  this  Capitol ! 

Oiiic^  too,  has  shared  largely  in  this  bounty  of  the  Secre- 
lary  of  the  Treasury,  to  one  section  of  the  Union  at  the 
^tpansa  of  the  other.  Her  portion  of  the  fourth  instalment, 
r  iVbtfblly  peid  on  the  first  of  this  month,  would  huve  been 
,  1669,086  78.  At  the  conunencement  of  the  present  ses- 
■aQ»  her  baoka  held  in  deposite,  without  charging  to  them 
Ika  balance  of  the  mgeney  at  St.  Jjoois,  (Missouri,)  one 
^ioo  one  hundred  and  twenty -seven  thouaand  nine  hon- 
^wl  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  on  the 
4Ui  of  October  they  still  held  $960,061  98--still  three 
^widied  thousand  dollars  beyond  her  rightful  instalment. 
WB  we  wonder  that  most  of  her  repreaentiitivea  have  been 
•iltiog  to  poatpone  it  1  There  is^  however,  one  consola- 
^1  which  is,  that  we  have  the  warrant  of  the  membera 
mHQ  that  State  that  all  their  banks  are  safe,  sound,  solvent, 
**|<^able  to  pay  all  their  balanoes  in  reasonable  time, 
jkoagh  it  is  admitted  thai  their  bills  are  at  a  discount  of 
inn  too  to  fourteen  per  cent. 

^^o>  sgain,  Indiana  was  entitled  to  receive  for  her 
M«nh  instalment  $386,751  48.  At  the  oommenceoaent 
21^  aeision  her  banka  had  in  deposite  acven  hundred  and 
"'ty-lhrea  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollara 
•ad niiy^bree  cents;  and  on  the  4th  of  October  they 
•»«««60,723  57. 

As  to  IlUnoie,  I  think  the  Secretary  muat  have  mistaken 
^  for  a  New  England  State.  She  has  at  least  the  same 
"^P-nother's  fare.  She  waa  entitled  to  receive  for  her 
f^^r^  of  the  fourth  insulment  $159,306  37.  The  kal- 
*Aea  due  from  her  aingle  deposite  bank  was,  at  the  com- 
'"'i^cnaant  of.  the  semion,  $39,796  90  ;  and  on  the  4th 


of  this  month  it  was  within  a  few  hundreds  of  the  same, 
that  is,  $39,323  54. 

But,  l&^Iy,  Michigan  is  a  prodigious  favorite.  Her  por- 
tion of  the  fourth  instalment  was  $95,583  82,  the  same  as 
that  of  Delaware.  But  the  balances  due  from  her  banks, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  were  $998,050  84  ; 
on  the  4th  of  October  they  were  still  $882,994  45. 

When  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  In  his  report  to 
Congress,  of  the  3d  of  Januaiy  last,  announced  the  amount 
of  the  surplus  in  the  Tressury  two  days  before,  and  the 
proportional  sums  in  which  it  was  to  be  deposited  among 
the  several  States,  he  intimated  no  inconsiderable  doubt 
whether  Michigan  was  entitled  to  any  proportion  of  the 
deposite  at  all,  and  he  declared  that  he  had  postponed  the 
payment  of  the  first  instalment  of  her  portion  for  the  final 
decision  of  Congress  upon  her  right.  Harshly,  indeed, 
had  Michigan  been  treated  in  the  terms  prescribed  for  her 
admission  into  the  Union.  I  had  fought  her  battles,  and 
maintained  her  rights  upon  this  floor,  till  she  deserted  her 
own  lianners.  I  had  raised  my  voice  to  claim  jostice  in 
her  behalf  till  she  accepted,  however  reluctantly,  an  equiv- 
alent.  While  her  fate  was  pending,  this  rod  waa  held 
over  her  head  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  if  her 
right  to  the  deposite  of  her  portion,  among  her  sisters,  of 
the  public  treasure,  waa  to  be  purchased  by  her  uncondi- 
tional submission  to  the  most  humiliating  terms  prescribed 
by  power,  forgetful  of  right.  Sir,  she  did  submit,  and  ac- 
cepted the  proffered  equivalent ;  that  was  her  concenii  not 
mine.  But  did  that  equivalent  still  not  hoal  the  wound 
that  had  been  inflicted  upon  her ;  and  is  this  gushing  tor- 
rent of  the  public  moneys  poured  out  at  her  feet,  as  the 
gorgeous  Eaat  showers  upon  her  kings  barbaric  pearls  and 
gold ;  waa  thia  profusion  of  the  public  funds  substituted  for 
the  stingy  doubt  whether  she  was  entitled  to  receive  of  the 
public  deposites  any  portion  whatever ;  was  it  to  appease 
her  anger,  to  soothe  her  resentments,  to  implore  her  for- 
giveness, to  court  her  favor !  If  so,  there  may  be  some 
eicuse  for  the  partiality ;  a  tarnished  atonement  for  a  purer 
tribute  that  was  due. 

Sb,  we  have  gone  through,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the 
detail  of  thia  comparative  statement  between  the  amount 
of  depositee  which  the  law  had  prescribed  should  be  com- 
mitted to  each  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  the  amount 
of  depositee  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bad  actu- 
ally made  among  the  same  Statea  when  the  fourth  instsl- 
ment  should  hmve  been  paid.  Such  is  the  detail ;  and  waa 
ever  such  a  monstrous  scene  of  partiality  and  inequality 
beheld  among  men  1  The  late  President  of  the  United 
Statea  had  made  it  a  charge  againat  the  deposite  law  of  the 
23d  of  June,  1836,  which  he  himself  had  eigned,  that  the 
principle  of  its  apportionment  was  not  perfectly  equal.  I 
admit  that  it  was  not  so:  an  apportionment  according  to 
the  repreaentation  of  the  people  in  this  House  would  have 
been  more  equal  es  well  as  more  favorable  to  the  Common- 
wealth, a  part  of  whose  people  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent. But  the  apportionment  according  to  the  number  of 
electoral  votea  waa  more  favorable  to  the  small  and  to  the 
new  States,  and  I  thought  there  were  considerations  of 
equity,  and  even  of  justice,  to  sanction  this,  which  I  trust- 
ed my  constituents  would  approve,  although  it  might  di- 
minish to  some  extent  their  own  portion.  I  said  so  at  the 
time  on  this  floor,  and  accordingly  voted  for  the  bilL  But 
if  there  waa  inequality  in  that  apportionment,  in  the  name 
of  the  Heavenly  Balance,  what  is  there  in  this  1  Look  at 
this  tabular  statement;  take  the  fifteen  Northern  States— 
that  is,  the  old  thirteen,  with  the  addition  of  Maine  and 
Vermont,  which  in  the  revolutionary  timescomposed  a  part 
of  them ;  take  them  on  one  side,  and  the  ten  new  Southern 
and  Weatern  States  on  the  other,  and  what  a  comparison 
have  we ! 

By  the  deposite  act  of  26th  June,  1886,  the  fifteen  North- 
ern, being  the  thirteen  original,  Stales  were,  on  the  first  day 
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of  Uua  monili,  entitled  to  receive  on  depoeite,  $6,467,838  29 
The    ten   new   Southern   and   Western 

States  were  by  the  same  act  entitled  to 

receive  ....      2,899,376  07 


Making  in  the  whole  -  -    $9,367,214  99 

On  the  4th  day  of  September,  i837,  the 

balances  of  what  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  had  actually  deposited  in  the 

fifteen  Northern  States  was    -  -      3,201,002  91 

He  at  the  same  time  had  deposited  in  the 

ten  Southmost  and  Western  States    -      9,071,299  76 


Making  in  the  whole  .  .  $12,276,302  67 

And  on  the  first  of  October,  the  day  when  the  fourth  in- 
stalment was  by  the  law  required  to  be  paid  to  all,  how 
stood  the  account? 
In  the  fifteen  Northern  States,  which  by 

the  law  should  have  received  six  mil- 
lion three  hundred  and    sixty-seven 

thousiind   two   hundred   and  fourteen 

dollars  ninety-nine  cents,  there  were 

towards  paying  it,  and  no  more         -    $2,394,066  18 
While  in  the  ten  Southmost  and  Western 

States  entitled  by  the  law  to  receive 

only  two  million  eight  hundred  and 

ninety -nine  ^thousand   three   hundred 

and  seventy>Bix  dollars  and  seven  cents, 

there  wore  actually  deposited  balances      7,407,866  31 


Making  in  the  whole     '    -  -    $9,801,921  49 

So  yon  see,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  were,  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, in  actual  deposite  with  the  States,  upwards  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  more  than  enough  to 
haie  paid  the  fourth  instalment  to  them  all — every  dollar — 
every  cent. 

But  observe  that,  through  the  whole  month  of  Septem- 
ber, although  the  depoeite  act  of  23d  June,  1886,  was  in 
full  force,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  continued  to  draw 
from  the  banks  of  the  North  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  those  balances  which 
ought  to  have  been  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the 
fourth  instalment  to  the  States  of  the  North ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  he  left  in  the  bands  of  the  Southmost  and 
Western  States  nearly  seven  millions  and  a  half,  nearly 
five  millions  more  than  the  fourth  instaknent  which  they 
were  entitled  to  receive. 

And,  throughout  all  these  transactions,  is  it  not  worthy 
of  the  highest  admiration  to  remark  with  what  address  the 
single  State  of  Virginia,  of  the  old  thirteen,  is  the  only  one 
shielded  from  all  inconvenience  by  the  postponement  of  the 
instalment.  The  payment  of  the  fourUi  instalment  is  not 
postponed  lor  her.  She  has  it  already,  and  seven  thousand 
dollars  more,  in  her  banks;  and  while  the  postponement 
act  now  puts  her  off,  as  it  does  her  Northern  sistara,  till  the 
Ist  of  January,  1839,  to  receive  the  instalment,  this  aet 
gives  her  an  average  of  precisely  the  same  time  to  pay  the 
balances  already  in  h«r  banks-Hind  without  interest,  if  the 
amendment  of  the  gentlemen  from  I^uisiana,  [Mr.  Jobv- 
aov,]  to  the  exclusion  of  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Looma,]  shoukl  prevail. 

And  is  it  expected,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  people  of  the 
fourteen  Northern  States  (the  voice  of  Viiginia  being 
hushed  with  a  sugar  plum)  will  put  np  with  this  prodigy 
of  fiscal  invention  ?  Is  it  expected  that  they  will  hail  with 
shouts  of  hosanna  this  expimging  of  their  fourth  instal- 
ment, this  evanescence  of  their  funds  from  their  tnasuries; 
that  they  are  to  be  humbugged  out  of  their  vested  rigbta 
by  a  howl  of  phreasy  against  Nicholas  Biddle  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States?  That  they  are  to  be 
mystified  out  of  their  moneys  and  out  of  their  senses,  by  a 
hark  follow !  against  all  banks,  or  a  summons  to  Doctors* 


Commons  for  a  divoive  of  bank  and  Stata  1  It  nay  keio; 
but  it  shall  not  be  with  my  consent.  Hera  are  fifieea,  or 
rather  fourteen,  creditor  States  and  tan  debtor  ^kum,  is 
my  friend  and  colleague  [Mr.  Liscour]  has  justly  dtnin- 
inateil  them-- made  so  by  the  Secretary  of  the  TteiMiry— 
made  so  by  an  unwarrantable  transfer  of  the  funds  devoUd 
to  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment.  The  iso  debtor 
States  have  received  not  only  their  own  portion  of  Iha 
fourth  instalment,  but  Uie  whole  portioa  of  the  fouiteet 
creditor  Statoa.  And  you  are  now  passing  two  lam— flns 
to  withhold  firom  the  fourteen  creditor  States  the  bmbc^ 
which  you  had  solemnly  promised  to  depodte  with  tkm; 
'  and  the  other  to  authoriae  the  debtor  States,  not  oulj  to  is- 
tain  the  fourth  instalment  promised  them,  and  which  tbij 
have  received,  but  to  keep  for  nine,  fifteen,  and  t«eDty*0M 
nuMithfl,  the  fourth  instalment  due  to  their  creditor  ntir 
States.  Such  is  unquestionably,  such  will  be  under  thai 
two  acts,  their  relative  condition  towarda  each  other.  By 
the  fiscal  incantations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tisawy, 
consummated  by  these  two  bills,  reeking  from  his  Depnt- 
ment,  the  State  of  Mississippi  is  indebted  to  the  lix  Nev 
England  States  in  the  sum  of  nearly  one  million  mi  t 
half  of  doUara;  the  State  of  Louupana  is  indebted  to  lk« 
State  of  Pennsylvania  nearly  eight  hundred  thoosind  dol- 
lars ;  the  State  of  Alabama  owes  to  the  State  of  New  fofc 
from  six  to  seven  hundred  thoniand  dollars ;  the  Bute  of 
Ohio  owes  to  the  State  of  North  Carulint  three  hvdnd 
thousand  doUars ;  and  the  whole  ten  Southmost  and  Woit- 
em  States  aro  indebted  to  the  fourteen  Northern  snd  At- 
lantic States  the  whole  of  the  fourth  instalmeot,  wfaidt 
they  woro  by  law  entitled  to  receive,  l^e  postpoonMot 
law  has  no  operation  in  the  ton  debtor  States;  they  bow 
received  in  advance,  not  only  their  own  fourth  inftajmnt, 
but  that  of  all  the  others;  and  so  unequivocally  m  ^ 
ten  States  indebted  to  the  fourteen,  that,  if  the  sane  trm- 
actions  had  happened  between  individuals,  there  ii  do 
question  that  the  fourteen  could  recover,  by  proesH  of  hVi 
their  fourth  instalment,  by,  the  common  action  for  mone^ 
had  and  received  to  their  use. 

And  let  me  now  inquire  why  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnu* 
ury  has  not  seen  fit  to  account  for  this  most  extrooidiRi? 
state  of  things  in  bis  annual,  or  in  any  other  report  to  tkii 
House.  I  have  asked,  why,  armed  as  he  was  with  ibe 
specie  circular  of  1  Ith  July,  1886,  from  the  very  pan^fif^ 
the  deposite  act-*-why,  notified  as  be  was  from  thtt  tine 
that  he  would  be  required  to  have  in  the  fifteen  ofigiid 
States,  in  deposite  an  the  let  of  October,  1887,  a  ton  <f 
six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollan,  in  readioess  to  ptv  iko 
fourth  instalment  to  those  States,  he  had,  in  fact,  on  tM 
day,  within  thoee  States,  leas  than  two  millions  and  a  InV 
of  doUars — four  millions  less  than  was  required  for  the  M* 
fitment  of  the  promise  and  the  redemption  of  the  pledg««f 
the  public  fiiith  to  those  States  by  the  deposite  act  I  hm 
inquired  why,  on  that  eame  Ist  of  October,  he  had  \mM 
up  in  the  ton  Southernmost  and  Western  States,  armcdtf 
he  had  been  with  the  epeeio  circular,  seven  millioDO  tad  i 
half  of  dollars,  when  those  ten  States  were  entitled  tu  »- 
ceive,  for  the  fourth  instalment,  less  than  three  miniooia 
dollars  1  The  excess  hoarded  up  in  the  ten  favoi«d|8liM 
was  four  millions  and  a  half.  The  deficit  in  the  foarMtB 
despoiled  States  was  four  millions.  Had  thewholonn 
rquured  for  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  Mi  ^ 
posited  in  the  banks,  where  it  ought  to  have  been,  the  i*- 
stalment  would  have  been  paid  to  the  last  dollar,  tod  m 
a  million  of  surplus  would  atillhave  remained  In  dFfM>j|| 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  dtatn  in  w 
extreme  South  and  the  West 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  be  any  duty  more  oaciedfjr^ 
cumbent  upon  the  Executive  Qovemment  of  the  UvM 
States  than  all  the  rest,  it  is,  in  the  execution  of  tbelM 
to  render  equal  and  impartial  justice  to  the  propio  o> » 
the  States.     The  vitals  of  the  Union  arelliere ;  ksMi^ 
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potialilifli  IB  favor  «f  one  poitl»  M  ihe  Union  at  the  ex- 
pme  ojf  toother,  if  any  sueh  •WobM  rreep  io,  will  nerer 
be  of  loDg  dnrattOD.  The  wtafaliflhcKl  cqaaiitj  of  repre- 
mtition  of  tiie  pMple  in  Ihw  House,  and  of  the  States  in 
Ibe  other,  will  soon -correct  any  deviation  from  the  golden 
rale  of  right,  apoo  which  the  obstMMcj  of  party  spirit,  or 
(be  Dsdae  inflaoaee  of  tndiviUad  talent  or  popularity,  may 
oeeasiooftily  infiinge.  The  pendulum  will  range  alternate- 
Ij  to  the  right  hand  Add  4o  the  left»  but  will  return  from 
jiort  end  equal  distances  to  the  centm.  But  if  a  President 
«f  the  IWled  8tates»  io  the  admlaistnlaMi  of  his  official 
tnflt,  diviles  the  people  under  his  care  into  a  best  and 
wont  pari  of  the  population— 4f  the  fiitther  of  the  land  has 
it  the  ooaiman  lawiiy  one  set  of  ohildif  n  faikviles,  and  an- 
other set  «f  cbiMren  castaways— if  aac  avowed  principle  of 
tirfijig  liy  and  for  the  democracy  of  nnmben,  a  part  for  the 
«hofe-¥  a  Jesuitical  and  sephiaticaJ  axiom  that  the  end 
of  good  government  as  (he  greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
number,  without  regard  to  the  equal  rights  of  the  smallest 
annber;  I  say  if  tbeae  tnAsatiantic,  spurious,  and  hereti- 
«d  eiesds  of  lata  years  are  to  lie  substituted  for  the  primt- 
tire  faiih  and  inaUmahle  rights  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
fflndenoe,  tfw  ^ay«  4>f  ewr  Unien  ttsdf  an  numbered.  Tlie 
feo|Ae  of  no  one  part  iff  this  natisn  will  submit,  for  any 
Im^  of  time,  to  he  Ifae  thralls  or  the  dupes  of  another 
foitiett. 

What  could  htjfe  Veen  Oie  «iott«B  for  this  array  of  the 
three  gfographicai  divisions  of  the  Union  against  each 
«ther  at  debtor  and  eredilar  8Uies,  with  that  more  extraor- 
^tiy  exeep€on  oi  the  State  of  Virginia,  is  yet  to  be,  and 
I  hope  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  will  be  explained, 
if  tlM  demon  of  disunion  himself  had  invented  and  inspired 
It  M  an  •erpcrlmeart,  to  e»dte  heart'-hufnings,  ill-will,  and 
hatred  between  the  members 'tff  the  family,  he  could  not 
^ve  eoutttved  a -device  of  more  odious  ingenuity.  I  had 
•ippesed  that  thas  enorrooos  aoenmnlation  of  Ifbnds  in  the 
ettrene  South  and  West  had  been  one  of  the  fruits  of  the 
^edie  enoalar.  But  then  where  was  the  specie  1  It  was 
<o  be  soppesed  ihnt  the  otraular  had  at  least  produced  that ; 
Md  what  has  became  «f  vt  9  It  has  all  vanished ;  or  what 
ii  left  of  it  ia  detained  in  the  vanltsof  the  same  depostte 
Mm,  which  yei  refuae  to  pay  in  specie  the  drafts  of  the 
TrassQiy  Departnaent  upon  them. 

These  accamnletions  in  the  banks  of  the  South  and  the 
WeiC  are  tho  move  unaccountable,  inasmuch  as  on  the  4th 
of  July,  188fi,  asi  act  of  Gongreas  supplementary  to  the 
Aepsiils  act  was  |>aesed*  expsemly  avthoriztng  the  Becre- 
l«iy  of  the  Treasury  to  make  transfers  from  the  banks  in 
we  Stale  to  the  banks  in  anodier,  whenever  such  transfers 
■Mght  he  required  in  order  to  present  large  and  inconve- 
Mtaecumirtafions  in  particular  piaees,  or  in  order  to  pro- 
Ives  a  doe  e^osdity  and  just  proportion,  according  to  the 
provtaona  of  tlta  said  act.  Here  was  «  law  expressly  made 
^  present  aooomulation^  te  restore  proportions ;  and  no 
"Mil  pait  eC  fhe  Secretary's  aimual  report  in  December, 
IM,  coneinu  in  detaiUnl:  the  laborious  fidelity  wkh  which 
^  had  carrtod  thst  ^applementary  act  into  execution. 
V/hai  a  cemnsentary  upon  that  law  and  its  execution  is 
■y  tabular  atatemeiit,  the  act  for  poeCponing  the  fourth  in- 
tfatawnt,  and  this  hill  now  before  the  committee. 

That  the  transfers  might  have  been  made  with  perfect 
kass,  and  the  balances  in  the  Sotttbem  and  Western  banks 
•dncad^  Mwtn  afler  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  T 
till  now  undertake  to  piovie. 

it  will  be>  neolleeted  that  the  deposites  of  the  public 
lUMMfs  wen  ramosed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
towards  the  dose  of  the  year  1883.  It  will  also  be  remem- 
•md  that  this  wae  pradseiy  the  time  of  the  extinction  of 
ho  national  debt.  Until  that  time  there  could  be  no  con- 
iderable  aeeamulation  of  public  moneys  in  deposits,  be- 
Wse,  wboBever  any  sorplm  occurred,  it  was  immediately 
pplM  hy  tlia  eomnMonors  of  the  sinking  fund  to  the 


puTchaae  of  the  public  debt.  The  irresponsible  agents  be- 
hind the  scenes,  who  instigated  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, selected  with  instinctive  sagacity  their  time.  They  * 
had  other  passions  to  gratify  besides  their  vindictive  malig- 
nity. They  saw  the  uses  to  be  made  of  large  and  long- 
continued  surpluses,  and  that  the  moneys  of  the  nation  - 
might  be  larished  for  the  conjoint  and  united  profligacy  of 
political  plunder  and  private  speculation.  That  they  might 
not  want  the  countenance  of  the  administration  in  this 
laudable  pursuit,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  spurred 
them  to  it  with  the  eagerness  of  a  huntsman  panting  for 
his  prey. 

**  The  deposites  of  the  public  money,"  said  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  the  president  of  the  branch  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Stale  cf  Alabema,  at  Mobile,  in  his  letter  se- 
lecting that  bank  as  ono  of  the  new  depositories,  '*will 
enable  you  to  afford  increased  facilities  to  the  commercial 
and  other  classes  of  the  community,  and  the  Department 
anticipates  from  you  the  adoption  of  such  a. course  respect- 
ing your  accommo<)ations,  as  will  prove  acceptable  to  the 
people  and  safe  to  the  Government." 

The  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  at 
Mobile,  had  been  chartered  in  December,  1883.  Its  capital 
of  two  millions  of  dollnrs  consists  of  the  proceeds  of  sales 
of  the  bonds  of  the  State,  irredeemable  for  thirty  years. 
Its  fourteen  directors  are  all  annualy  chosen  by  the  Legis- 
lature. Therv  is  no  penalty  prescribed  for  their  suspension 
of  specie  payments,  but  the  faith  of  the  State  is  pledged 
for  the  insl  payment  of  their  liabilities.  This  bank,  in 
October,  1833,  was  selected  as  one  of  (he  depositories  of 
the  public  funds,  instead  of  the  branch  of  the  United 
States  Bank  at  Mobile. 

On  the  t  St  day  of  October,  1888,  there  were  deposited 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  $6,476,496  82,  which 
had  been  aoeumulating  from  the  first  qusrter  of  the  year, 
some  small  fragments  of  public  debt  still  remaining  to  be 
paid,  but  not  enough  to  arrest  the  tide  of  the  public  reve- 
nue flowing  into  the  Treasury. 

Onthe  1st  of  January,  1834,  this  sum  had  been  reduced 
to  less  than  one  million  of  dollars,  MdinHhemtihn'tim^ 
the  branch  of  the  State  Bhnk  of  Alabama  had  become  a 
depository  for  $981,618  86 ;  which  sum  continued  increas- 
ing from  quarter  to  quarter,  with  one  exception,  till  April, 
1886,  when  the  deposite  in  the  State  Branch  Bank  of 
Alabama,  at  Mobile,  was  $1,809,788  65. 

Since  which  time,  that  is,  for  more  than  two  years  be- 
fore the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  there  has  been  in 
that  bank  a  permanent  average  deposite  of  twelve  hundred 
thousand  dollars — ^never  reduced  so  low  as  $900,000,  and 
once  swelling  to  upwards  of  sixteen  hundred  thousand 
dolhirs — ^llttle  short  of  the  whole  capital  of  the  bank. 

I  have  been  de«irous  of  ascertaining^  and  shall  be  obli- 
ged to  any  of  the  members,  especially  from  the  States  of 
Alal>ama,  Louisiana,  or  Mississippi,  if  they  can  inform 
me  what  were  the  semi-annual  dividends  of  the  deposito 
banks  in  those  States,  fr6m  the  time  when  they  became 
depositories  of  the  public  moneys  until  their  suspension  of 
specie  payments;  but  this  is  a  secret.  On  the  3d  of  Jan- 
uary last,  a  resolution  of  this  House  called  on  the  Secre- 
tary ef  the  Treasury  for  this  as  well  as  other  information, 
if  within  his  power ;  but,  on  the  18th  of  that  month,  he  re- 
ported that  it  was  not  within  his  power.  It  seems  that  the 
amount  of  dividends  declared,  of  surpluses  retained,  and  of 
contitigent  funds  reserved,  is  not  understood  to  be  a  part  of 
their  condition,  of  which  they  are  required  to  give  account, 
from  rime  to  time,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
says  that,  by  none  of  the  agreements  madd  with  them  by 
him,  either  before  ot  since  the  deposite  act  of  the  88d  of 
June,  1886,  has  it  ever  been  stipulated  that  they  should 
furnish  this  specific  information,  and  that  they  have  not 
fumiihed  it.  Sir,  it  was  precisely  the  most  important  of 
aH  possible  information  to  show  their  actual  condition; 
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and  the  omimon  to  call  for  it  woald  be  inezcoiable,  but 
for  the  reaaon  pleaded  by  tha  Secretary,  that  it  was  not  re- 
quired by  law.  The  omiwion  waa  ihe  faalt  of  the  law, 
and  not  of  the  SecreUry,  and  yet  it  would  have  been  juat 
and  judicioos  if  he  had  required  it.  There  can  lie  no  hon- 
eHt  reaaon  for  the  banks  to  refuse  it,  and  it  would  now  be 
the  best  of  all  evidence  to  show  what  profit  waa  derived  by 
those  banka  from  the  depositee.  We  must,  therefore,  be 
content  with  an  eatimate;  and  a  permanent  deposite  of 
twelve  hundred  thouaand  dollara  for  more  than  two  yeara 
may  be  fairly  eatimated  at  ten  per  cent.,  or  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year ;  and,  aa  it  is  to  be 
continued  for  nine,  fifteen,  and  twenty-one  months  longer, 
the  whole  sum  is  in  such  deposite  equivalent  to  a  gratuity 
to  the  Slate  of  Alabama  of  four  hundred  tbottsaad  doUara, 
at  tha  expense  of  her  Northerm  sialera. 

Mr.  Ada  Ma  was  proceeding  to  comment  on  thia  atate- 
roent,  when 

Mr.  CAMBBiLUie  roae,  and  appealed  to  him  to  permk 
the  question  to  be  taken  on  the  bill  before  the  coraniitteo. 
He  thought  the  gentleman  waa  going  to  talk  all  night,  (he 
aaid, )  and  it  was  late. 

Mr.  ADAxa  waa  aorry  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
did  not  relish  his  remarjcs. 

Mr.  CAMBaBLBKo  aasured  the  gentleman  from  Maara- 
chusetu  that  he  had  not  listened  to  a  aingle  word  he  had  aaid. 

Mr.  ArANS  pursued  his  remarks.  He  argued  from  the 
facts  he  had  been  commenting  on,  that  the  accumulation  of 
the  public  moneys  in  certain  8tatea  had  been  permitted  for 
political  effect,  and  that  this  hail  bean  uaed  as  an  argument 
with  gentlemen  from  those  Statea  to  induce  them  to  sus- 
tain other  measures  of  the  administration ;  and  was  pro- 
ceeding on  thia  view  of  the  aubjeef,  by  adducing  fiicta,  when 
he  was  called  to  order  by 

The  CHAiBMAir,  who  intimated  that  he  waa  wandering 
from  the  queation  immediately  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Adaxs  observed  that  thia  waa  the  fin^t  time  any 
gentlertkan  had  .lieen  called  to  order  in  Committee  of  the 
WlM>l4  by  Aha  •chairman  for  not  confining  himaelf  atrictly 
to  the  question  immediately  before  the  committee.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  enumemte  the  different  subjects  which  had 
been  discussed  under  questions  to  which  they  had  no  rele- 
vancy ;  and  he  gave  aa  an  instance,  the  brilliant  apeech  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Lboabb.]  The 
amendment  of  a  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  committee,  when  that  gentleman 
had  delivered  a  philosophical,  historical,  admirable  dis- 
course upon  finance,  to  which  the  House  had  listened  with 
great  pleasure,  but  which  did  not,  in  the  remotest  manner, 
relate  to  jthe  particular  motion  before  the  committee,  and 
bad  not  been  interrupted.  The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  himaelf  had  made  a  apaecb  the 
night  before  upon  the  same  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  which  gave  rise  to  a  dialogue  between  him- 
aelf and  a  colleague,  [Mr.  Hoppxan,]  and  which  induced* 
a  dispute  which  had,  doubtleaa,  been  settled  to  the  entire 
satiafaction  of  both  those  gentlemen.  It  was  a  akirmish  in- 
stigated by  the  private  personal  enmitiea  and  passions  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  himself, 
and  be  was  not  restrained  by  the  Chair  from  wandering 
from  the  subject  of  debate;  while  he  (Mr.  AnAiia)  had 
been  pronounced  out  of  order  fur  connecting  with  the  sub- 
ject before  the  committee  such  alluaiona  to  another  bill  as 
tended  to  show  the  influence  that  the  manner  in  which  that 
bill  passed  woulil  have  upon  his  vote.  [Cries  from  the 
House,  •*  Go  on  !"  •*  go  on  !"] 

From  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  depoaite  act  of  June, 
1836,  it  was  obviously  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  withdraw  from  the  bank  at  Mobile  all  super- 
fluoua  depositee  neceseary  to  pay  tha  whole  of  the  four  in- 
BtaioienU  to  which  other  States  were  entitled*     The., sup- 


plemantaty  act  of  July  4,  1886,  made  it  most  eaoi 
his  duty  to  do  so.  The  specie  cirevlar,  if  it  bad  aov  piV' 
tieal  ei&et  at  all,  by  pouring  apecie  largely  into  that  Usk, 
afforded  every  tiicili^  neoeaaary  for  that  opentkNi.  lobii 
annual  report  of  DcMmber,  1838^  ha  recognises  tbaltey, 
and  eniargea  with  no  equivocal  aelf-complaenicj  apoa  liii 
vigoeoua  aasiduity  in  perfonning  it.  And  wkat  hm  hi 
dona? 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  1888  there  was  in  depodliof 
public  funda  in  that  bank,  81,060,846  80. 

The  four  inatalnaeBta  of  the  depoaitea  payable  le  the  8itt» 
of  Alabama,  in  the  year  1887,  ameonted  to  8888^116  71. 

What  had  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  ta  do  botls 
reqeire  of  that  bank  to  credit  Ihe  Treaaurer  of  the  Unilcd 
Statea  with  the  four  iiMtalmenu  due  to  tiie  Stale  of  Ah- 
bama  aa  they  became  peyable,  and  there  would  have  ytK  re- 
mained upwaada  of  one  hundred  thouaand  doikn  ia  thai 
bank  to  be  aooounted  for.  That  the  Qetretafj  hioiidf  n- 
deratood  thia  to  be  hia  duty  ia  apparent  from  iAm  fcctnUEh 
appoara  in  hia  report  of  the  86th  ef  September  lait  tatlai 
Houee,  that  he  did  actually  to  ptif  off  the  first,  teooad,  td 
third  inaUimenta,  amounting  to  #608,086  79. 

Who,  then,  could  have  iaaagined  that,  after  all  ilwn 
payments,  when  Congreaa  eame  together,  on  the  4A  <f 
last  moBth,  the  debt  of  the  Bnnch  Bank  of  the  ttliiatf 
Aialiama,  at  Mobile,  waa  atill^  1,080,856  861  Tbal,frMi 
the  fourth  quarter  of  1886,  in  eleven  months,  anJatoi 
aet-off  of  nearly  seven  hundred  theosand  dollan,  thi  iM 
of  the  liank  haid  not  been  reduced  ao  much  as  foitf  thM- 
sand  dollars  1  It  can  possibly  have  happened  oatf  by  ihv- 
Secretary's  permitting  the  funds  of  the  nation,  defoM  l» 
other  obfecta,  to  flow  into  thia  bank  aa  ftat  as  diey  w«l 
out  by  the  payment  of  the  three  instalments. 

I  find  in  the  reports  of  the  Meeretery  of  the  Treani;  i^ 
correspondence  with  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  State  of  Al^ 
bama,  at  Mobile,  concerning  the  fiayment  of  the  isria^ 
mente  to  the  State^  nor  respecting  the  wamntfortwahv 
dred  and  thirteen  thouaand  nine  hundred  and  thaity-t^ 
dollan  and  fifty-nine  centa,  entered  in  the  edamn  of  ad- 
yet  paid,  though  payable.     I  hnYe  aeleeted  thia  Bank  d 
the  State  of  Alabama,  at  MnbUe,  aa  one  of  thoee,  Ike  rch- 
tions  of  the  Treasury  with  which  are  marked  with  a  «i^ 
demeee  of  confusion.     The  case  of  the  AgficoHoral  M 
at  Natchei  ia  atiU  more  extraonfinary.     That  hank  got  lit 
start  of  all  the  reat  in  the  auapeneion  ct  paymenta,  notflMit' 
ly  of  spade,  but  of  othen.  A  Treaaury  draft  upon  itr*^ 
the  holder  of  it  waa  willing  to  rectdve  in  decent  np,  ev 
yet  protested  for  non-peyment  on  the  8d  of  May  last.   I^ 
tho  last  return  of  the  Treaaorer'a  aocennta,  thri*  wi*^ 
balance  atill  due  from  thet  bank  of  upwarda  of  eight  h^' 
dred   thouaand  dollan.      Their  corrcapondcnee  with  8f 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  communicated  with  hia  icpd 
of  85th  September,  ia  truly  edifying.     The  vrhols  ean«' 
]}ondonce  with  the  late  deposite  banka,  in  that  docaiBMiii 
Is  scarcely  leas  instructive.     The  Secretaries  of  die  Tm0^ 
ury,  ainoe  the  removal  of  the  depoaitea  from  the  Beak* 
the  United  States  and  ita  hranehea^  year  after  year,  bi«»: 
lectured  Congreaa  upon  the  tmnaoendent  wiedomof  ihdl 
measure,  and  the  preaent  Secretary,  in  his  anneal  piB^ 
gyric  upon  the  deposite  State  banka,  informed  w,  I  tfaial^'' 
that  this  measure  waa  no  longer  an  eiperiaaent.    Ita  no* 
ooas  waa  unqualified.     Ita  triumph  waa  complete.  Ia  Md* 
ing  over  the  Secretary *a  fiacal  reporU  to  Conjpas^  M''  "^ 
pedally  the  correspondence  with  the  deposite  baaki,  r 
oould  not  but  wish  that  thia  correapondence  eoeM  bspfin^ 
ed,  in  parallel  oolumna,  with  the  correapondeese  betaeii 
the  former  Secretariea  of  the  Treesuiy  and  the  prccai^ 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  from  1816  to  i^^  l|^ 
tirularly  relating  to  the  payment  of  large  sums  f»r the  pw*  i 
lie,  in  short  time,  or  on  sudden  emergenoiea.    Whb  tat 
Bank  of  the  United  Slatse,  when  the  former  ^>«>«<*^' 
the  Treaaury  had  large  same  to  pay,  to  tranafer,  ar  takoT' 
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lonr,  they  used  no  circaailocations ;  mtde  no  timid  inqai- 
ria  when  lod  honr  it  would  suit  their  coa^enience ;  offered 
DO  tpologiM  for  drawing  upon  them  beyond  their  means ; 
DO  promises  that  he  would  not  Tor  an  indefinite  time  draw 
upoQ  them  again ;  nor  did  the  president  of  that  bonk  ever 
loswer  heavy  draifis  or  warrants  from  the  Treasury  with 
eieoies,  and  entreaties,  and  menaces,  and  discourses  about 
the  pressare  of  the  times ;  the  multitude  of  bankruptcies  ; 
the  wtot  of  long  notices  before  his  drafts ;  and  still  less 
with  inquiries  whether  he  could  not  suspend  them  from 
Mvch  till  the  next  January,  or  with  proposals  to  borrow 
I  million  of  dollars  from  an  appropriation  for  an  Indian 
Imly,  and  pay  off  the  Indians  with  rags,  because  they  pre- 
fcrrrd  them. 

The  result  of  all  this,  sir,  has  been  the  twin  bilU  with 
which  thia  session  uf  Congress  began,  and  is  to  dose :  one 
lopoitpone  for  fifteen  monttis  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
ioKalroent  of  the  deposite  act  of  28d  June,  1836,  to  sixteen 
Stites  of  this  Union,  and  the  other  to  authorize  the  ten 
other  8taleB  to  reUin  in  their  banks,  eflectively,  for  the 
woe  term  of  time,  not  only  the  fourth  instalment  which 
Ibej  were  themselves  entitled  to  receive,  but  the  portion  of 
^  lixteen  others,  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
feu  luQersd  to  flow  into  their  banks,  and  which  their 
knks  refuse  to  pay .     As  the  immediate  rapresentative  of  a 

Srt  of  the  people  of  one  of  the  plundered  States,  I  have 
t  it  my  duty  to  resist  this  system  of  measures  in  both  its 
|utf,  and  even  in  these  last  hours  of  the  session  to  expose 
t  in  all  its  nakedness.  If  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
|ffWgys  and  Means  will  not  hear  me,  I  hope  that  his  eon- 
Jneots  and  mine  will.  I  have  laid  the  whole  system 
jira  to  the  bone.  The  question  of  further  postponement 
vnhe  fourth  inutaluent  will  come  up  again  at  the  next  or 
Je  nicceeding  session  of  this  Congress.  I  am  determined 
Jm  whatever  pretences  may  then  be  alleged  for  that  post- 
Ineincnt,  or  ibr  the  toul  repeal,  which  even  now  was  in- 
,  wi«i  and  too  thinly  disguised,  not  a  shadow  of  the  pne- 

C«hail  be  left  that  the  fourth  instalment  eould  not  have 
psid  without  a  new  ux  upon  the  people.  JBvery 
>Mo,  Woman,  and  child,  conversant  with  the  four  rules  of 
•nthmeiic,  who  will  look  at  this  my  tabular  statement,  will 
••e  tiiat  wheri  this  session  of  Congress  commenced,  theie 
^  m  the  depoeile  banks  of  the  ten  SoothmosC  and 
We«tem  States  balances  due  to  the  Treasury  suflicient 
■*«ly  to  pay  ofifthe  whole  fourth  instalment  to  the  whole 
g|yy-«y  States,  bal  to  leave  still  bahnces  of  millions  for 
■"Will  expensee  of  the  nation ;  that  even  on  the  1st  of 
25*«f»  whwi  the  instalment  should  have  been  paid,  and 
"^  ef^  the  aeasion  commenced,  more  than  two  mil- 
•nd  a  half  had  been  es traded  from  those  balances, 
WW  still  left  of  them  an  amount  adequate  to  pay  the 
Jfeorth  instalment,  and  to  leave  half  a  million  of  snr- 
!•••«»  other  exigencies  of  the  Treasury. 

*'•  Chairman,  when  I  first  observed  in  the  statement 
•oexed  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at 
^sommenoeroent  of  the  session,  the  enormoos  diKpropor- 
■M  between  the  balances  due  from  the  Northern  snd  those 
^  the  most  Southern  and  Western  banks,  I  attributed 
!■•  pernicious  engorgement  of  the  public  fnnds,  the  prox- 
*>te  caose  of  the  ostensible  necessity  for  postponing  the 
Ff;ieent  of  the  fourth  instalment^  to  the  far-liimed  specie 
*>Kalar.  By  that  document  all  the  receivers  of  public 
*>(Kjs  were  required  to  annex  to  their  monthly  returns 
^  ^  Treasury  Department  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver 
'^^ved  by  them  respectively,  and  each  deposite  bank  was 
i^BlDired  to  annex  to  every  certificate  given  upon  a  deposite 
"OKmey,  the  proportion?  of  it  actually  pi^id  in  gold,  in  siU 
*<^  and  in  bank  notes.  The  object  ef  this  order  could  be 
>e  other  than  to  keep  the  Department  at  all  times  sppfixed 
j[^  sggregate  amount  of  the  gold  and  silver  whic^baJ 
hMi  Bsceived,  aod  where  it  was  all  deposited.  There  was 
*"  Qsa  in  reqniring  the  returns,  unless  the  returns  as  they 


came  in  were  continually  digested  by  some  subordinate 
clerk  of  the  Department,  to  keep  the  Secretary  constantly 
advised  of  the  aggregate  amounts,  and  where  they  were  to 
be  found.  This  information  was  precisely  what  I  wanted, 
and  the  House,  at  my  motion,  on  the  30th  of  last  month, 
adopted  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea^ 
sury  for  copies  of  these  returns  required  by  the  specie  cir- 
cular. I  hold  in  my  hand  the  report  of  the  Secretary  in 
answer  to  the  call.  It  is,  that  the  returns  and  certificates 
will  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  near  one  thousand  five 
hundred  documents,  and  that  it  would  not  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Dogartment,  without  a  great  addition  to  its  clerical 
force,  to  have  them  all  copied  in  season  to  be  submitted 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

The  purpose  of  the  call  must  have  been  perfectly  ob- 
vious to  the  Secretary.  It  was  a  summary  abstract  uf  the 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  received  by  virtue  of  the  specie 
circular ;  the  names  of  the  oHicera  by  whom  it  had  been 
received,  and  of  the  hanks  in  which  it  had  been  deposited. 
If  he  had  not,  as  I  think  he  should  have,  sucli  an  abstract 
constantly  before  him,  he  surely  has  not. in  the  Department 
a  thousand  dollar  clerk,  who  could  not  have  made  it  out 
from  his  fifteen  hundreil  documents  in  two  days.  But  he 
seems  to  have  thought  that  this  labor  could  be  more  easily 
performed  by  a  deliberative  assembly  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  members  in  session,  than  by  one  of  his  clcrkfi,  for  he 
adds  that  **if  the  information  contained  in  them  is  wanted 
at  an  early  day,  the  Department  (clerks  and  all)  would 
respectfully  propose,  at  once,  to  lay  the  original  returns 
and  certificates  of  deposite  before  the  House  for  examina- 
tion, should  that  course  meet  with  its  approbation.*' 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Department  might  as  respectfully 
have  proposed  to  send  up  to  this  House  the  whole  mass  of 
its  recorcU  and  file%  as  these  fifteen  hundred  original  doc- 
uments. Ft  reminded  me  of  a  caricature  whicii,  in  my 
youthful  days,  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  amused  me  m 
London.  It  was  on  the  occasion  of  Charles  Fox's  famous 
India  bill,  which  proposed  to  take  from  the  East  India 
Company  the  government  of  that  country,  and  tranafer  it 
to  Coromtasioners  appointed  by  Parliament.  It  prodoced  a 
prodigious  excitement  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  ended 
in  the  total  overthrow  of  the  coalition  ministry  of  Fox  snd 
North.  There  was  a  large  majority  for  it  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  it  was  detested  by  the  King,  and  excessively 
odious  as  a  violation  of  chartered  rights  to  the  people.  I 
was  then  in  London,  and  remember  seeing,  at  the  print 
shops,  a  caricature  of  Charles  Fox,  with  the  immense  pile 
of  buildings  called  the  India  House,  in  Lcadenhall  street, 
upon  his  hack,  staggering  up  with  it  to  Saint  Stephen's 
chapel.  The  respectful  propoeal.  of  the  Departmrnt  re- 
minds me  of  this  caricature.  Metbinks  I  seo  the  Secretary, 
with  the  Department  on  his  back,  upheaving  its  vastne&s  to 
mount  the  Capitol,  and  break  its  way  into  this  Hall.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  give  him  the  trouble,  and  prefer  to  lack 
the  deaifed  information. 

Mr.  Chairipan,  I  cannot  vote  for  this  bill  in  any  shape; 
not  that  I  am  unwilling  to  afford  relief  to  the  people  of  the 
Statoa  where  these  delinquent  •  banks  are  aituated,  or  even 
to  grant  every  reasonable  indulgence  of  lime  to  the  banks 
themselves.  Kash  and  reckless  as  the  directors  of  these 
banks  must  have  been  to  involve  themselves  and  their  in- 
stitutions in  such  an  enormous  mass  of  debt,  upon  the 
credit  of  dvposites  of  funds  belonging  to  the  nation,  as  to 
be  unable,  without  a  letter  of  license,  for  years,  to  restore 
the  trust,  as  they  had  pledged  tliemselves  to  do,  on  demand, 
I  bold  this  Government,  and  especially  the  last  adminis- 
tration, nor  calk  I  except  the  present,  swamped  in  a  fiir 
deeper  responsibility,  for  the  delinquency  of  these  bsnks, 
than  the  banks  themselves.  «Leiid  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion," is  the  daily  prayer  which  the  founder  of  our  religion 
hafe  tanflht  frail  and  feeble  man  to  address  to  hie  Maker — 
and  it  is  founded  upon  the  principle  thai,  from  the  consti- 
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tuti'in  of  our  nature,  the  leader  into  temptation  is  respon- 
rible  for  the  fall  of  him  who  is  led.  Under  whatever  form 
of  government  the  human  being  is  BMociated,  the  roost 
sacred  dutj  of  the  ruler  is  not  to  lead  the  subject  of  his 
rule  into  temptation.  The  administration  which  wilfully 
and  wantonlj  took  away  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys 
from  the  Institution  to  which  it  had  been  committed  by 
law,  shivered  the-  trust  into  tatters,  and  then  intrusted  it,  in 
broken  fragments,  to  irresponsible  Stale  banks,  committed 
the  double  wrong  of  robbing  the  national  institution  of  its 
right,  and  of  leading  its  new  trustees  into  temptation ;  and, 
a«  if  that  was  not  enough,  it  prompted,  it  philtered  them 
into  seduction.  I  cannot  have  the  heart  to  visit  with  severe 
punishment  the  weakness  of  the  victim,  while  the  tempter 
is  beyond  the  reach  of  my  power,  and  still  glories  in  his 
shame :  while  the  successor  to  his  authority  still  dings  to 
the  leeks  and  onions  of  Egypt,  and  is  not  ashamed  to  tell 
tftiis  suffering  nation  that  the  people  of  Europe— the  people 
of  England — are  afflicted  at  this  time  with  the  same  calam- 
ity, and  springing  from  the  same  causes,  as  themselves. 

I  feel  with  deep  sensibility  the  distresses  of  the  people 
of  Alabama,  of  Louisiana,  of  Mississippi,  and  of  the  whole 
debtor  States,  and  can  have  no  possible  animosity  against 
their  banks  ;  but  my  own  immediate  constituents  are  suf- 
fering still  more  intensely  from  the  same  heartless  experi- 
ment; more  intensely,  because  the  I>epartmeDt,  smooth 
as  the  down  of  thistle  to  the  Southern  and  Western  banks, 
has  been  sharp  as  the  thistle  itself  to  the  banks  of  the 
North.  The  only  reason,  the  only  necessity,  for  with- 
holding the  fourti^  instalment  from  the  fourteen  creditor 
States  is  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  balances  due  by 
the  banks  of  the  ten  debtor  States.  To  this  I  cannot  con- 
sent. 

Nor  is  my  opposition  to  these  two  bills  prompted  by  the 
mere  consideration  that  they  are  unwise  and  unjust  in 
themselves,  but  that  they  are  the  pioneers  of  a  system  of 
policy  to  pervade  this  commencing  administrstion  through- 
out iu  whole  career — a  system  of  sacrificing  the  rights  and 
interests,  as  well  as  the  feelingv;  of  the  North,  to  tho 
overwhelming  influence  of  Southern  theories,  Southern 
interests,  and  Southern  dictation.  This  is  but  the  first 
step  of  a  long  line  of  march ;  and  the  preposterbils  divorce 
of  baiAt  and  Btate,  so  delicious  to  the  taste,  arid  so  cheer- 
ing to  tho  hopes  of  nullification,  is  undoubtedly  the  second. 
This  taieasure,  too  absurd  for  seriobe  reasoning,  t^  alarm- 
ing for  scornfbl  derision,  so  absui€  that  it  was  imposslblo 
to  believe  it  proposed  with  sincerity,  so  terrible  to  the  fu- 
turity of  this  nation,  if  really  sincere,  after  floating  triumph- 
antly, in  its  passage  from  fhe  Department,  through  the 
ScAate  into  (his- House,  has  this  day,  by  a  timid  atfd  al- 
most despairing  resiirtance,  been  deferred  till  the  winter 
session,  for  the  scary  and  the  wavering  to  go  home  and 
'feel  the  puUe  of  the  democracy  of  numbers.  With  the 
winter  session  it  will  come  back,  and  nullification,  under 
the  rankest  exhalation  of  whose  pe-stilenlial  breath  it  potir- 
ed  forth  its  first  fetid  infusions  into  this  Hall,  will  again 
make  her  harpy  feast  upon  its  offals.  That  it  will  ever  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  this  House,  may  a  merciful  Heaven 
forbid !  In  the  interval,  at  least,  I  will  cheri^  the  hope 
of  better  things,  ami  catch  every  gleam  of  brighter  pros- 
pects to  iilummate  the  auspices  of  the  coming  year.* 

Mr.  AsAXs  concluded  at  about  eight  o'clock,  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GAMBRELEiNG,  the  bill  was  laid 
aside,  and  the  bill  *<  making  additional  appropriations  fbr 
the  year  1837,  taken  up  in  its  stead. 

GENERAL   APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  GAMBRELENO,  in  a  few  words,  eipialned  the 
grounds  of  the  bill,  as  ariiiiiig  from  a  dcticiency  in  the  re- 
ceipts of  (lie  Treasury. 

Mr.  WISK  took  the  floor,  and,  after  some  general  re-, 
marks  of  a  congratulatory  cbaracter  on  the  defeat  of  the 


administrstton  in  the  nrjeetion  of  the  sob-TraomiTy 
proceeded  to  comment  with  severity  on  the  expendioreot' 
the  public  money  on  the  ageney  of  Mr.  RoA,  tt  Loodoi, 
and  argued  to  show  that,  indnding  eveiy  thing,  it  m 
costing  the  United  States  about  $14,000  a  year.  Heolted 
for  the  reading:  of  Mr.  Rush's  letter  on  the  expeDwtaid 
delays  of  suits  in  the  British  Court  of  Chancnr ;  and  ab 
that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  proposing  the  impro- 
priation in  th«i  bill.  He  concluded  by  moting  to  Krike 
out  from  the  bill  the  item  of  ten  thousand  dollm  for  fiii- 
ther  erpense#  of  tiie  misnon  to  Tjondon  ooncemii^  tbi 
Smithsonian  legacy. 

After  a  brief  reply  from  Mr.  GAMBRELENG,  in 
which  he  insisbed  that  the  Secretary  was  only  eBrr^ingott 
the  law  which  Mr.  Vfm  hioiaelfy  in  company  with  Mr. 
Ahaxs,  had  advoeated,  the  question  was  tidcen  on  thein^ 
tion  to  strike  ovir,  md  negatived :  Yeas  65,  najs  74. 

Mr.  W.  CO'3T  JOHNSON  then  addressed  Uie  How 
for  an  hour  in  a.  discursive  speech,  in  which  be  eompliifled, 
fan  very  strong  terms,  of  the  breach  of  faith  of  the  8em- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  public  promise  to  pay  thtmoi' 
hers  in  gold»  if  they  desired  XL  Members  had  applied  ft 
the  Sergeant-sit-anns  for  gold,  and  had  been  toM  tint  then 
waa  no  mom  of  it,  bnt  that  they  could  hare  nlver,  n 
notes  of  State  banks,  or  of  the  Dietrict  banks.  H«  adTCrt- 
ed  to  a  number  of  other  topics,  but  this  was  thepnocipal 
theme  of  remark. 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  a  very  serious  charge  had 
brought  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy ;  for  s.^ 
if  guilty,  be  eartainly  deserved  not  only  the  <^Bare  of  I 
Houae,  hot  also  of  the  whole  people  of  tiie  countiy.  " 
gentlebian  had  no  aieat  upon  that  floor,  and  waa  i 
debarred  from  all  opportunity  of  defending  hinwelf. 
B.  did  not  rise  at  that  lime  to  dafend  the  Secreury, 
simply  to  aaeertain  the  fitets  upon  which  this  sBiiooa  diiiff 
had  been  mafle  against  that  distingnished  faidiridoal.  A 
would,  tken»  promise  that  his  honorable  friend  who^ 
juat  taken  bb  seat,  would  find  that  the  Secretaiy  of  ^ 
Treasury-had  not  Imttosed  upon  him  or  other  meroben^ti 
thai!  ethers  had.  He  begged  permission  to  have  readti 
letter  of  that  officer  to  the  Clerk  fX  the  House ;  which  ^ 
done. 

The  latter  waa  asTolloWB : 

«  TniLSvax  DsPAETUXfiT,  Augud  16,  I«Ji7> 
*<  Sia :  The  near  approaob  of  the  session  of  CobcmI 
makes  it  proper  for  me  to  apprise  yo«i»  in  aider  thai  A 
information  may  be  used  for  the  benefit  and  aeoomsMdi 
tion  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repreaentstircii  lh 
this  Department  will  be  piepared  to  furnish  funds  for  Ihi 
payment  in  notes  of  the  city  banks  or  specie^  or  ts  ^ 
drafts  upon  several  of  the  collectors  of  the  cuslouM  aads 
ceivers  of  the  public  money,  or  the  former  dsfKMits  banl 
in  suitable  sums,  as  may  be  most  convenient  to  aiiy 
them. 
**  I, am,  ^r^  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaai, 

••LEVI  WOODBURY, 
•<  SccreUiry  of  the  Tremvrf* 
•<  W.  S.  FaAXKUK,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Houu  of  Reps,  of  ike  V.  S," 

Now,  efr,  (contioned  Mr.  B.)  the  Honae  would  ^ 
ceive  that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  bad  made  th 
serious  charge  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasarf  hi 
presumed  too  much  upon  that  kind  of  informstton  whi 
often  led  to  error,  and  involved  hhn  who  relied  upon  i 
likewise,  in  error.  It  had  been  stated  there  that  the  See 
tary  of  the  Treasury  had  propotied  to  pay  the  menihei* 
that  body  in  «g^M  alone.  **  The  House  has  hesrd  ^ 
Mtter  of  'that  officer,  and  it  contained  no  such  promi 
whatever. 

•    Mr.  WISE.     I  wonid  ask  the  genTlefMin  if  he  wftn* 
to  me. 
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Mr.  BYNUM.  I  do  not  recollect  who  it  wsb»  but  I 
beirdiL 

Mr.  WISE.  I  never  made  each  a  atatement  that  he 
praoiUBd  to  pay  in  *<  gold  alone." 

Mr.  BYNUM.  I  care  not  who  made  the  charge,  but 
it  fflUit  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  Houae  that  the  aaser* 
tioD  wu  made  that  he  hod  given  a  promiee  to  pay  the 
neoibeii  in  gold ;  and  I  appeal  to  the  Houae  to  aay  whether 
IdoBotitateiacta. 

Mr.  B.  would  now  aak  the  reading  of  a  letter  from  the 
8ergeiotat-arai6,  in  reply  to  one  he  had  addreaaed  to  that 
olReer,  calling  upon  him  to  stale  the  facta  whether  the 
iprci«  wu  exhausted,  and  whether  any  members  had  been 
inied  being  paid  therein,  aa  set  forth  in  the  letter  of  the 
8ccret«7  of  the  Treaaury. 

Tbe  following  waa  the  letter  addreaaed  by  Mr.  B.  to  the 
Sergeant-at-arma,  and  hie  reply  : 

'*Hou8B  OF  Rkpreskktativks,  Oct.  13,  1837. 
"Sri :  Will  you  be  ao  good  as  to  inform  me  if  you  have 
topped  paying  the  members  of  Congreaa  in  specie  for  their 
■kajje  and  per  diem  of  the  preaent  aeaaion,  and  whether 
fM  will  not  be  aiila  to  pay  the  whole  off  in  specie  for  the 
fRsent  Mssion  of  Congress  ?  Pleaae  anawer  thia  in  writing. 

**  Yours,  rospeclfully, 

•*J.  A.  BYNUM." 

'*  DiAB  Bi  A :  In  reply  to  tbe  above,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
\w  drawn  from  the  bank  coin  (either  gold  or  silver)  for 
•vy  member  who  haa  requested  it,  and  have  now  about 
Moo  in  specie  drawn  for  the  checks  of  members,  that  is 
i»  ready  to  be  paid  to  them  ;  and  I  have  been  asaured  by 
hi  cacbier  of  the  bonk  tliat  they  were  prepared  to  pay  in 
pKw  all  our  checka. 

"  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"ROD'KDORSEY." 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  said  be  was  in  the  room  of  the 
•rgeant-at-arms,  about  an  hour  or  so  ago,  and  he  saw  a 
ictuber  from  Virginia  being  paid  in  notes ;  he  did  not  then 
M  that  member  in  his  seat.  Mr.  J.  thereupon  asked 
ir.  Doraey  whether  he  was  paying  off  membcrd  in  gold 
id»ilver,  and  he  replied  that  he  was  not.  Mr.  J.  asked 
im  if  tbe  specie  waa  exhausted,  and  Mr.  D.  vaid  that  it 
u*  This  converaation  (ouk  place  in  the  presence  of  half 
ton  members  of  the  House.  He  repeated  upon  his 
Q  authority  the  :$ergcant  at-arms  told  him  ao,  and  he 
w  him  with  hia  own  eyes  dealing  out  notes. 
Hr.  RIVES  said  he  was  not  the  member  from  Virginia 
tolled  to,  but  he  thought  if  this  matter  were  investigated, 
voQJd  be  found  that  that  member  preferred  taking  notes 
^wcie;  for  Mr.  R.  had  been  otherwise  informed,  that 
K  officer  had  a  atock  of  specie  on  hand,  and  had  not  re- 
Bd  io  to  pay  any  member  who  desired  it.  Nay,  mora, 
It  he  had  on  several  occasions,  when  members  have  ap- 
^  to  him  for  their  pay,  inquired  how  they  would  wish 
luve  it  Some  of  them  replied  that  they  would  prefer 
Msury  notes,  contemplating  their  issue,  and,  in  that 
»t,  concluded  to  wait  till  they  were  iasued.  Some  had 
Arred  Virginia  bank  notes,  others  had  preferred  Dirtrict 
^,  and  others  again  gold  and  silver ;  perhaps  none  have 
Afred  silver.  There  was  no  question  that  the  promise 
itained  in  the  Secretary's  letter  had  been  fully  complied 
lb,  and  every  member,  who  desired  it,  had  been  paid  in 
!cie. 

Mr.  WISE  again  called  for  the  «*  emphatic'*  reading  of 
•  Woodbury's  letter,  (as  given  above,)  which  he  still 
Med  was  an  impoaition. 

Hie  letter  having  been  read,  Mr.  W.  cited  from  it  the 
owing  paaeage :  *'as  may  be  most  convenient  to  any  of 
n." 

9ow,  aaid  he,  which  was  most  convenient  1  Specie 
I  the  general  term,  embracing  both  gold  and  silver,  but 
letter  waa  an  im[iof  ition,  Ibr  there  waa  not  a  man  there 
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who  would  take  forty  or  fifty  pounds  weight  of  silver,  and 
that  in  fractions  of  a  dollar,  for  they  could  not  get  it  in 
whole  dollara.  Waa  it  convenient  then  for  roembera  to 
take  ailver  1  No.  Then  they  were  reduced  to  Hobson's 
choice«-I>aper  or  ailver,  having  no  gold,  and  therefore  Ihey 
were  compelled  to  take  paper,  and  therefore  too  Levi  could 
not  redeem  hia  promise.  Mr.  W.  stated,  in  confirmation 
of  thia  fact,  that  Mr.  Halbtsd,  of  New  Jersey,  made  ap- 
plication to  the  Scrgeant-at-arms  for  gold,  and  could  not 
get  it     The  Sergeant-at-arma  refused  it 

Mr.  JOHNSON  interposed,  and  aaid  that,  in  the  re- 
marka  he  had  made  on  thi«  subject,  he,  in  no  way,  intend- 
ed to  impeach  that  officer,  for  a  more  faithful,  diligent, 
and  honorable  one  they  had  never  had. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  he  did  not  deaign  to  impeach 
the  conduct  of  the  Sergeant-at-arma,  and  that  oflicer  would 
not  ao  understand  him,  but  there  were  a  dmen  mcmbera 
who  could  confirm  what  he  had  stated.  Mr.  Doraey  had 
to  pay  out  what  funda  were  in  his  possession,  or  he  was 
supplied  with,  and  gold,  at  present,  formed  no  part  of 
them. 

Let  him  also  inform  the  House  of  another  fact,  that  the 
very  specie  they  were  then  paid  with,  even  the  silver,  was 
the  bank's  specie,  and  not  the  Government's.  The  Bank 
of  the  Metropolis  had  loaned  the  Government  some  twent}' 
or  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  specie  for  thia  purpose,  for 
the  Government  had  neither  gold  nor  silver  of  its  own 
to  p:iy  out. 

Mr.  BRIGG8  inquired  of  the  Chair  what  waa  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  CHAIR  stated  it  was  on  the  clause  respecting  the 
item  for  an  agent  in  London  to  prosecute  the  Smithsonian 
bequest. 

Mr.  BRIGG8  expressed  an  earnest  hope  that  the  com- 
mittee would  take  the  question.  There  they  were  at  16 
o'clock  of  a  Saturday  night,  on  the  last  night  too  of  the 
session,  with  much  important  btt&ioess  to  act  upon,  wast- 
ing about  two  houra  on  the  contemptible  question,  wheth- 
er the  Seigeant-at-arma  had  gold  or  silver  to  pay  the 
members !  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  he  called  upon  the* 
members  of  that  House  to  continue  this  discussion  no  fur- 
ther, a  discussion,  together  with  the  question  involved  in 
it,  of  no  consequence  to  any  human  being  on  earth. 

While  up,  he  must  say»  that  the  effort  of  his  friend 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiss]  to  fix  any  thing  wrong  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  reading  of  hia  let- 
ter, did  not  meet  Mr.  fi's  approbation.  The  Secretary 
told  the  Clerk  of  the  Houae,  that  the  members  would  be 
paid  either  in  notes  of  the  city  banks,  or  specie,  or  drafts 
upon  collectors  or  receivers,  or  deposite  banka,  in  one  or 
the  other,  as  should  suit  their  convenience.  Now  he 
would  ask  the  gentleman  if  it  was  a  fair  construction,  to 
say  that  tl)is  waa  a  promise  to  pay  in  "gold  1" 

Mr.  WHrrrLESEY,  of  Ohio,  called  the  gentleman 
to  order,  for  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  I  will  come  to  order,  sir ;  for  I  am  too 
well  aware  of  the  utter  irrelevancy  of  this  whole  discua- 
aion  ;  and  being  so,  I  stand  corrected. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  begged  leave  to  state  what  he  witness- 
ed in  relation  to  this  matter,  in  tbe  room  of  the  Sergeant- 
at-arma. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  MassachuaetU,  objecUd. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  hoped  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would  be  allowed  to  go  on,  especially  aa  he  was 
a  member  who  bad  never,  in  his  life,  delayed  the  businoBs 
of  the  House.    [Loud  and  general  cries  of  **  go  on  !*'  **  go 

on !"] 

Mr.  HAWKINS  then  made  a  sUtement  suUtaotially 
as  follows :  That  he  had  stepped  into  the  room  where  the 
Sergeant* at  arms  was  paying  the  membera,  when  he  heard 
the  member,  from  Virginia,  from  the  Richmond  district, 
[Mr.  RoBBBTROK,]  apply  to  that  officer  to  know  in  what 
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kind  of  currency  he  intended  to  pay  him.  Mr.  Dorsey 
observed  that  he  could  pay  him  in  specie,  and  asked  him 
what  kmd  of  money  he  wantfd.  Mr.  Robihtbon  stated 
tliat  he*  wished  Virginia  paper.  Mr.  Dorsey  said  he  bad 
not  got  Virginia  paper,  but  would  try  and  get  it  for  him. 
One  of  Mr.  H's  colleagues,  sunding  by,  said  if  Mr.  Dor- 
sey would  give  him  specie  for  fifty  dollars  of  United  States 
Bank  paper,  perhaps  these  notes  would  suit  Mr.  K's  con« 
venience.  Mr.  RoBsnrsoir  said  he  would  not  take  the 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank,  but  would  much  prefer 
Virginia  bank  paper  to  them. 

The  amendment  was  then  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  to  amend  the  clause  by  re- 
ducing the  item  for  the  expenses  of  the  agency  to  London, 
to  attend  to  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  from  10,000  to 
$5,000. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  had  not  the  least  objec- 
tion, I>ecau8e,  if  the  larger  sum  was  found  to  be  requisite, 
it  could  be  provided  for  next  session. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported,  and  the  amend- 
ment having  been  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading ;  it  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

SUSPENSION  OF  RULES. 

A  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  suspending  the  rules 
which  prohibit  the  transmission  of  bills  from  one  House 
to  the  other  during  the  last  three  days  of  the  session,  and 
also  the  presenting  of  bills  to  the  President  within  that 
time,  was  agreed  to,  aAer  amending  it  so  as  to  except  the 
sub-Treasury  bill  from  its  operation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  O.  J.  SMITH,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  settle  with  the 
deposite  banks. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GAMBRELENCr,   the  House  then 
again  went  into  Committee  of  the  W-hete  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  BmicGS  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  making 
*  appropriations  for  the  Seminole  war. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  -  -  '  •  -- 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  submitted  a  variety  of  statements, 
showing  the  necessity  of  a  further  call- of  $1,600,000, 
among  which  was  the  following  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  War: 

War  DEPAB'rtiiti'T,  Sept.  14,  1887. 

Sir  :  The  Seminole  Indisfns  having  a  second  time  failed 
to  comply  with  their  engagements,  this  Department  has  been 
compelled]  to  make  extensive  preparations  for  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war  in  Florida.  The  success  of  the 
nicai*ures  adopted  by  the  Government,  in  pursuance  of  a 
humane  policy  towards  the  Indians,  and  our  duty  to  pro- 
tect the  i)er8ons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  that  Territory 
from  outrage  and  violence,  leave  us  no  alternative  other 
than  the  enforcement  vf  the  treaty ;  and  an  ciTort  is  being 
made  to  enable  the  officers  charged  with  its  execution,  ef- 
fectually to  accomplish  this  object.  The  nature  of  the 
country  and  of  the  climate  has  enabled  the  enemy  to  pro- 
long this  contest  io  an  unexpected  length  ;  but  the  expe- 
rience of  the  officers,  who,  with  so  much  constancy  and 
courage,  have  hitherto  conducted  the  military  operations 
there,  the  knowledge  of  the  country  they  have  acquired, 
and  the  means  which  will  lie  placed  at  their  disposal,  all 
give  reasonable  hopes  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  s]>eedy  and 
successful  close. 

The  disastrous  consequences  of  an  unsuccenful  summer 
campaign  involved  the  country  in  great  expenses,  which 
were  much  increased  during  the  protracted  negotiations 
which  terminated  so  unfortunately  by  the  Indians  again 
Tiolating  their  treaty  obligations.  During  this  period,  ves- 
sels were  kept  in  readiness  at  great  cost,  and  other  means 
provided  to  facilitate  the  emigr::tion  of  the  Indians,  while 


the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  war  establishmeot  irere  b«- 
cessarily  continued.  These  unavoidable  ezpeoKa,  «'ith 
those  incurred  by  the  preparations  now  making  to  rdlcct 
a  sufficient  force  and  ample  supplies  for  the  ensning  can- 
paign,  have  exhausted  the  means  placed  at  the  diepontion 
of  this  Department  for  the  suppression  of  Inditn  boitiiilin, 
and  will  render  further  legislative  prevision  necemrf. 

There  will  be  inquired  for  the  suppressuHi  of  Inditn  hot* 
tilities,  under  the  following  heads,  the  sum  of  |1,588348  S, 
to  wit : 

For  forage,  means  of  transportation,  and  various  uthsr  ob- 
jects of  supply,  to  be  procured  by  the  QuartsnoMto's 
department,  and  to  meet  the  contbgeot  expeoMf  of 
the  service        .  -  -  -    |800,OOQM 

For  pay  of  volunteer  force  that  will  be  em- 
ployed in  Florida  -  -  -      600,000  M 
For  clothing  and  equipage  to  be  provided 

by  the  Purchasing  department  -  .-      153,84812 

For  supplies  to  be  furnibhed  by  the  Ord- 
nance department  .  -  -        25,00000 
For  medical  supplies         -            -  -       10,000  00 

$1,58S,848« 

Witli  a  view  to  an  cjconomical  prosecution  of  theimpoi' 
tant  work  now  in  progress  on  the  Red  river — themaowl 


Department  to  complete  that  object;  whcrea«,  if  the  wA 


be  suspended  for  want  of  funds,  until  the  usual  perio^ 
making  the  annual  appropriations,  much  precioun  time«9 
be  lost,  and  great  additional  expense  incurred. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
^       ^  J.  R.  POlNSEn. 

Hon.  Silas  Wmight,  Jr. 

Chairmqfi  Commitlee  of  Finwic£f  SenaU. 

Mr.  EVERETT^sai'd  that  on  a  former  occsi ion  he  to 
intimated  an  intention,  when  tliis  bill  should  conie  op.  I 
submit  some  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the  Seminole  «* 
but  he  hod  concluded  to  forbear  at  this  time  to  go  into  tl 
subject.  He  was  induced  to  do  this  under  iherzpcctatiM 
which  he  believed  the  whole  country  cnlertainwl,  thst  iJ 
present  would  l»e  the  last  campaign,  and  this  the  last  tl<pn 
priation  the  House  would  be  called  on  to  make  in  iupl* 
of  that  war. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  HoW 

NEW  YORK  FIRE. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  th«  cMomittee  uk 
up  the  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods  deiticji 
by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  wished  to  inqtfre of  d 
gentleman  if  he  thought  to  pass  that  biU  the  present  se^Mi 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied  that  he  hoped  M^«i 
made  an  earnest  appoail  to  tho  committee  to  give  its  appn 
liation  to  the  measure. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  having  been  read  k 
the  Clerk, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  to  test  the  sense  of  the  cobM 
tee,  proposed  that  it  be  laid  aside,  and  that  the  coomitti 
refuse  at  pret;ent  to  act  up«)n  it. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  that  motion  wouU  » 
prevail. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  also  joined  in  that  wish,  andibemoUii 
was  disagreed  to :  Ayes  66,  noes  67. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  concurred  with  the  genlie»» 
from  Kentucky,  that  they  had  not  time  to  diecuas  tbi*«i 
then,  but  he  did  not  consider  it  necessary,  after  the  *« 
long  debate  upon  it  last  year,  which  bad  beenaprestlb 
fore  the  nation,  and  he  therefore  trusted  the  comiuti^ 
would  act  upon  it  at  once,  and  report  it  to  tLe  House. 
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Mr.  THOxMPSON  strongly  oppooed  the  bill,  and  ex- 
pretwd  hu  deteiminattoD  to  defeat  it,  and  moved  that  it  be 
laid  uide. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  said  a  few  words  in  iCs  support. 

Mr.  0 W£N8  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  and  report 
(he  Seminole  war  bill,  which  was  agreed  to  ;  and  that  bill 
hating  been  engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  "for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  upon 
the  late  dcposito  banks**  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  J.  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
daiue  granting  the  depo^ite  banks  four,  six,  and  nine 
nonUu,  and  by  inserting  tbe  following:  «  The  first  inataU 
nuDtto  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  second 
00  the  first  day  of  January,  1839,  and  the  remaining  in- 
atairoeDt  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1839."  Mr.  J.  ex- 
plained the  important  services  rendered  to  the  Govern- 
oeot  by  the  two  deposits  banks  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
Inn^  and  the  strong  claims  they  had  upon  the  Govern- 
meot  for  indulgence,  and  exhibited  a  statement  showing 
the  millions  which  had  been  transferred,  by  order  of  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  from  other  points  to  the  said 
buki  in  New  Orleans,^  and  paid  there.  He  remarked  that 
tlMe  banks  would  probably  sustain  immense  losses  by  re- 
■iUtocee  in  exchange  to  points  designated  by  the  Secreta- 
7  of  the  Treasury,  in  consequence  of  the  protest  of  the 
imter  portion  of  them.  Had  the  bills  so  purchasii*d  and 
noitted  been  paid,  nearly  the  whole  debt  due  to  the  Gov- 
.  emment  would  have  been  ex  tinguished .  They  were  Jrawn, 
ik  aid,  on  houses  believed  to  be  perfectly  good  at  the  time, 
and  wouki  have  heen  punctually  paid  but  for  tbe  recent 
pMnre,  which  had  created  such  a  convulsion  in  the  com- 
Mcitl  aflairs  of  tbe  country.  Notwithstanding  thoee 
loHet,  however,  the  banks,  he  said,  are  now  prepared,  and 
t^j9  have  been,  to  pay  the  whole  amount  due  by  them, 
is  iQch  funds  as  they  received  in  deposite. 

Mr.  J.  contended  that,  independently  of  the  claims  of 
^  (leponte  banks  upon  the  Government  fi)r  indulgence,  it 
.  Wf  due  to  the  people  that  it  should  be  granted  ;  that,  by 
'  FMiog  ihe  lianks,  a  pressure  would  be  created  upon  ihe 
I'fMpie.  He  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  amendment  pre- 
I  «Died  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Garland,]  as  well  as  to  the 
I  •"•  ttfiwed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  They  were 
r  both  edculated,  if  adopted,  to  operate  injuriously. 

Mr.  POPE  and  Mr.  ADAMS  severally  opposed  the  bill ; 
wben  tbe  amendinent  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  77,  nays  64. 

Mr.  CAMBRBLENG  said,  to  put  an  end  to  this  matter, 
I  be  Diovcd  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  UiNDERWOOD  inquired,  before  he  could  vote  for 
ili  if  the  banks  were  required  to  pay  interest. 
Mr.  OAMBRELENG  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and  the  main 
^cstion  having  been  ordered^  the  amendment  was  concur- 
"^  in ;  aod  the  question  being  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  was  totally 
Jippoeed  to  this  bill  in  every  shape  and  form ;  and,  therefore, 
^Mked  for  the  yeas  lind  nays,  but  they  were  rofused. 

Mr.  BELL  opposed  the  bill,  and  demanded  some  ex* 
phoationf,  as  to  its  details,  of  tlie  chairman  of  the  Com- 
niure  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  were  given.  He  then 
"VSmed,  as  the  best  mode  of  dispo^mg  of  the  subject  at 
"0  Isle  a  period  in  the  session,  to  authorize  tbe  Secretary 
^tbe  Treasury  to  suspend  all  legal  proceedings  against  the 
wikt  referred  to  in  the  bill,  until  the  next  session  of  Con- 
s']'^ He  considered  the  biH  to  be  loosely  drawn,  con- 
ning no  provision  for  the  case  of  those  banks  against 
^biefa  iQiu  had  been  actually  instituted. 

Aftsr  a  f«w  wonls  frmn  Mr.  MARTIN,  the  question 
^  taken  on  tbe  passage  of  tbe  biU,  as  amended,  and  de- 
'^  in  the  affirmUve. 


GENERAL   APPROPRIAl  ION    BILL— AMEND- 
MENTS THERETO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  o(  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Buioos  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Senate.  There  were 
three. 

The  first  makes  appropriation  of  $26,000  for  the  print- 
ing and  binding  of  certain  documents  ordered  by  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  second  provides  for  an  additional  appropriatioin  of 
$2,000,  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury,  under  laws  passed  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress, 

The  tbinl  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
settle  all  outstanding  Treasury  dafts  or  transfers  on  the 
deposite  banks,  under  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  such  drafhi 
or  transfers  to  be  received  at  par  in  the  payment  of  debts, 
without  allowance  of  interest  or  damages  thereon. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  made  objection  to  the 
second  proposed  amendment;  and,  by  consent,  the  other 
two  amendments  were  first  taken  up,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  committee. 

The  second  amendment  being  then  exclusively  under 
consideration,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  JOHN- 
SON, of  Louisiana,  and  THOMPSON,  the  proposition 
was  rejected :  Yeas  67,-  nays  62. 

On  motion,  the  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  House.  And  the  question  being  on 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  with  the  Senate  in  the  pro- 
posed amendments,  (the  question  being  taken  on  them  sev- 
erally,) 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  demanded  some  expla- 
nation as  to  the  first  amendment,  calling  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $25,000  for  certain  printing  and 
binding. 

The  Clerk  read  several  resolutions  of  the  Senate  autho- 
rizing the  printing  of  certain  documents  relating  to  the  ces- 
sion of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  United  States,  and 
other  subjects ;  and,  afler  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAR- 
TER, MENEFEE,  CUSHING,  and  DUNCAN,  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  asked  for  some  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  third  proposed  amendment ;  and  whether  the 
provisions  it  contains  were  intended  to  reach,  or  to  apply 
to,  any  particular  case  ? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  made  a  brief  reply. 

The  first  and  third  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
agreed  to,  the  House  non-concurring  with  the  second. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  here  made,  snd  lost. 

THE  NEW  YORK  FIRE  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
Coihmittee  of  the.W*hole  on  the  bill  to  relieve  the  owners 
of  goods  destroyed  at  the  great  fire  in  New  York  from  tbe 
payment  of  duties  thereon.  And  this  motiotl  was  lost  by  a 
vote  of  66  yeas  to  70  nays. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING  ON  MONDAY. 

Mr.  WHrrrLESEY,  of  Ohio,  asked  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  ofier  a  motion,  that  when  the  House  adjourn 
it  be  to  meet  on  Monday,  at  7  o'clock  A.  M.  (Cries  of  No ! 
no  !  from  all  sides. ) 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  named  8  o'clock  A.  M.  (Cries  of 
No!  repeated.) 

A  gentleman  from  Georgia  named  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
(Same  cries. ) 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  demanded  the  suspension  of  the 
rule,  to  enable  him  to  make  the  motion :  this  motion  re- 
quiring a  vote  of  two-thirds,  prevailed — Yeas  112,  nays 
not  counted ;  and  the  motion  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  on  Mon- 
day morning  was  carried. 

Another  unsuccessful  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn. 
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Several  enrolled  bills  were  prescnteJ,  and  aigned  by  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  on  leave,  had  the  record  of  his  vote  on 
the  motion  to  lay  ihc  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
nub-Treasury  bill  this  day,  changed  from  the  affirmative 
to  the  nei^tive. 

Mr.  CURTIS  made  another  unsuccessful  attempt  to  pre- 
vail on  the  House  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  New  York  fire  relief  bill. 

THE   DBPOSITE   BANK  ADJUSTMENT    BILL, 

AS  AMENDED. 

The  Senate,  having  concurred  in  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  House  to  this  bill,  proposed  a  further  amend- 
ment, declaring  that  the  default  referred  to  in  the  bill  shall 
be  understood  to  be  a  failure  of  any  of  the  deposite  banks 
to  pay  the  drafts  of  the  Treasury ;  and  that  such  bank  be 
charged  six  per  centum  per  annum  interest  on  such  drafts 
for  the  time  of  default. 

Messrs.  McKAY,  POPE,  and  GRAVES,  made  a  few 
remarks  upon. the  proposed  amendment;  and 

Mr.  LOO  MIS,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  the  whole  bill  on 
the  table ;  which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  GRAVES  thought  the  amendment  partial  and  op- 
pressive in  its  provisions,  and  was  making  some  remarks 
to' that  eflbct,  when  he  observed  that  he  should  suspend 
them,  until  the  Chair  had  finished  his  conversation  with 
another  member. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  usual  fur  the  Chair  to  an- 
swer such  questions,  in  regard  to  the  pending  business,  as 
any  member  chose  to  come  to  the  Speaker's  table  to  pro- 
pound ;  that  he  was  doing  this  then,  and  could  not  bo  ex- 
pected to  look  intently  on  every  gentleman  who  addresses 
the  House. 

Mr.  GRAVES  thought  the  Chair  could  not  attend  to  in- 
dividual members  of  the  House  and  to  the  business  of  the 
Chair  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

The  SPEAKER  cslled  the  gentleman  to  order;  and 

Mr.  GRAVES  proceeded  with  his  remarks.  He  wished 
the  amendment  proposed  to  be  so  modified  aa  to  bo  uniform 
in  its  application  to  all  the  deposite  banks. 

Mr.  LOOMIS,  of  New  York,  reviewed  the  course  the 
debHte  had  originally  taken  upon  the  proposed  amendments, 
and  upon  the  difiurent  propositions,  as  made  by  himself  and 
others,  and  the  action  of  the  House  upon  the  same.  He 
thought  the  bill  had  better  not  pass  in  the  form  proposed 
by  the  Senate,  but  nhould  rather,  for  the  present,  be  post- 
poned,^ and  brought  forward  hereafter  in  a  more  digested 
form.  Mr.  L.  closed  his  remarks  by  moving  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next. 

Mr.  POPE  said  he  had  conceived  that  there  were  two 
objects  for  the  convention  of  Congress  at  this  session :  the 
^rst  was  to  relieve  the  mercantile  distress  of  the  country  ; 
an4  the  second,  to  devise  such  means  as  would  relieve  the 
banks,  and  enable  them  to  resume  specie  payments  imme- 
diately. He  wan  in  favor  of  such  action  on  this  bill  as 
would  accomplish  the  liitter  objt*ct  most  speedily. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  reminded  the  House  that  it  was 
then  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  that  the  proposition  before 
them  was  the  only  one  impeding  their  progress. 

Several  gentlemen  expressed  opinions  favorable  to  im- 
mediate action  on  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  GRAVES 
hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Looxis] 
would  withdraw  his  motion ;  which  suggestion  was  com- 
plied with  by  the  latter. 

The  quesUon  being  on  concurrence  with  the  Senate  in 
their  amendments, 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  a  count,  which  was  ordered,  and 
it  appeared  that  the  House  was  without  a  quorum. 

A  motion  l>eing  made  to  proceed  with  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  before  the  House, 


Mr.  WISE  would  not  content  to  act  on  a  matter  w  im- 
portant in  that  state  the  House.  Here  were  some  80  nan- 
bers  doing  the  business,  to  transact  which  840  had  biea 
sent !  Nor  was  there  a  quorum  in  the  Senate,  either;  tod 
on  a  bill  like  this !  at  a  distress  session,  too  I  He  could  not 
consent  to  it. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  that  the  House  non^ncur  witk 
the  Senate  in  its  proposed  amendment,  with  a  view  to  a 
conference  between  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  LEWIS  remarked  that  there  was  neither  a  qooran 
in  the  Senate  nor  iit  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  the  House  can  neither  concur  aor 
non-concur.  It  was  then  Sunday  morning,  he  obierTfd, 
and  he  would  move  that  the  House  adjourn.  Bat  he  with* 
held  ibis  motion  until  the  question  on  concurring  wm  pot, 
when  it  appeared  (by  a  count  of  tellers)  that  iberswaioo 
quorum  present,  61  voting  in  the  affirmative,  aiidSS lathi 
negative. 

Mr.  McKIM  moved  that  the  House  do  now  adjouni. 

Mr.  WISE.  Let  us  see  who  the  members  are  who  da 
not  choose  to  adjourn  under  these  circwmstances.  I  caH  fc 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  w«re  ordered ;  and  the  vote  itoed: 
Yeas  86,  nays  50. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  said  that  it  would  be  nb- 
jecting  the  members  present  to  too  much  inconvenieiice  to 
keep  them  here  during  the  tedious  process  of  a  call  rf  <fc* 
House,  so  late  at  night.  But,  if  the  oflRcers  of  thoHna* 
do  their  duty,  a  quorum  may  be  kept  on  Monday,  ^^•"^ 
hoped  to  see  such  an  atundance  aa  woukl  reooU  in  » 
transaction  of  the  public  business. 

Mr.  THOMAS  suggested  that  it  was  better  to  paea  a  toll 
of  non-concurrence,  which  would  leave  this  question  Ym 
where  it  was,  when  many  members  went  home,  heHefiH 
that  no  further  action  would  be  bad  upon  the  bill  befoislhi 
House. 

Mr.  HAYNES  could  not  conawit  to  do  huaioc*  w* 
the  knowledge  that  there  wss  no  quorum  present  Befai 
any  question  conid  be  entertained,  the  presence  of  me«ta* 
must  bo  compelled. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Let  us  have  a  call  of  the  Houss,  tbi^ 
and  compel  the  attendance  of  membors. 

Mr.  ADAMS  would  not  content  to  act  upon  any  vpf^ 
tion  without  a  quorum.  This  bill  be  considered  at  m 
price  of  the  deposite  postponement  bill,  passed  thii  lenMl 
by  Congress;  and  a  measurs  of  too  much  impoitaneell 
be  acted  upon  in  that  state  of  the  House.  He  woold  4 
there  till  Monday  morning,  if  required,  but  he,  for  oo^ 
would  not  do  business  with  only  eighty  memben  pront 

Mr.  H.\YNES  said  he  was  convinced  nothing  coaN 
be  done  that  night,  and  be  ttierefore  would  move  m  w 
journment. 

This  motion  prevailisd,  without  a  division,  and  the  Hotfi 
adjourned,  at  half-past  I  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning' 

MOVOAT,  OCTOBBS  16. 

DBPOSITE  BANK  ADJUSTMENT  BILK 

The  House  met  at*  eight  o'clock,  and  a  qaomn  hiiai 
present,  proceeded  to  basiness. 

The  question  being  ou  concarrenoa  in  the  SenatOi 
amendment  to  the  bill  extending  indulgence  to  the  dc|h«* 
hanks,  (declaring  thi  time  at  which  payment  of  iatefeil  a 
balances  due  ahall  commence,  vis.  from  the  date  of  aa] 
default  or  neglect  to  pay  any  draft  or  requisitioa  of  lb 
Treasury,) 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  a  few  words  on  the  ameDdmeDtii 
relation  to  its  application  only  to  banks  which  had  bM 
delinquent.  This  exrluded  from'  the  provisioBS  of  the  M 
entirely  those  which  had  not  been  drawn  upon  at  all 

Mr.  ADAMS  spoke  with  warmth  in  oppositiao  toth 
bill  and  amendment.     Its  provisions  having  ralaraBoe  i 
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the  drat  MCtioii  of  the  bill,  would,  in  effect,  mpply  not  to 
ImdJu  which  were  delinquent,  bat  invohed  the  abeardity 
of  Applying  it  only  to  benki  which  were  not  delinquent. 
Mr.  A.  nid  he  bed  deroonetrated  this  at  a  previous  sitting, 
to  the  eoonetion,  he  believed,  of  every  one  who  had  heard 
him.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  not  so  much  as  attempted  to  answer  the  argu- 
ment. And  Mr.  A.  now  declared,  in  the  presence  of  thii* 
Home,  that  if  this  bill  was  to  go  forth  to  the  nation  with 
thtt  Hction  in  it,  it  wo«1d  be  a  disgrace  to  our  legislation. 
The  fint  section  of  the  bill  extended  relief  to  those  banks 
only  which  were  not  delinquent ;  and,  as  the  amendment 
had  reference  to  the  same  banks,  it  would,  in  fac^t,  have  no 
operation  at  all,  unless  from  a  constructive  power  in  the 
8eeietiry  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  fraudful  application  of  it 
to  iDcli  banks  as  were  delinquent.  If  the  obstinate  perse- 
vermes  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Metns  in  forcing  this  bill  through  the  House  with  this  ol>- 
fioot  absurdity  on  its  face  was  to  succeed,  it  should  not  be 
•c  least  without  opp«>sition  on  the  part  of  Mr.  A.  He  would 
Rid  the  first  section  once  more,  and  would  demonstrate,  a 
leeond  time,  that  it  had  reference  only  to  banks  which  were 
sot  deKnqoent.  Let  ike  chan'own,  cried  Mr.  A.,  answer 
me,  if  he  can.  [Mr.  A.  here  read  the  section  referred  to.] 
What  a  power,  ssiid  he,  is  here  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
Iba  Treasury  !  The  power  of  selecting  and  discriminating 
between  bank  and  bank,  at  his  pleasure ;  of  refusing  to  ap- 
ply the  benefits  of  the  act  to  any  bank  he  chose ;  for,  be 
nifhc  reply  to  ks  appliration  for  relief^  '*  You  have  not 
eeiaplied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Department,  and  there- 
ftte  you  cannot  be  relieved.*'  While,  when  a  similar  ap- 
pTicatien  was  msde  by  another  bank  which  he  wished  to 
ktWf  he  might  pass  over  the  matter  in  perfect  silence  and 
gnnt  the  request.  It  gave  him  the  power  of  a  double  con- 
Mmetion;  and  under  that  power  be  might  select  any  Imnk 
be  ehooeto  ruin,  and  any  other  he  chose  to  save,  and  ap- 
ply tbs  one  construction  or  the  other  as  best  suited  his  pur- 
pois.    It  carried  «ither  fraud  or  absurdity  upon  its  face. 

Mr.  A.  then  went  into  a  recapitulation  of  what  had  pass- 
ed in  the  House  on  Saturdav  in  relation  to  the  biil,  charsc- 
Iwinag  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Looms,  of  New 
Tork,  as  proposing  nothing  but  simple,  rigorous,  abstract 
jtutice  to  the  States  which  had  been  injured  by  the  post- 
ponement of  the  depnsiies,  by  requiring  that  the  banks  of 
iboee  States  which  held  Urge  amounts  of  money  which 
*s«ld  but  for  that  postponement  have  gone  to  other  States, 
aboald  pay  legal  interest  for  its  use.  The  subsequent 
aneodsaeDt  ollhvd  by  Mr.  JonHSOir,  of  Louiaiana,  he  refer- 
red to  u  a  consummation  of  the  bargain  which,  he  said,  had 
heeo,  with  so  much  decency,  consummated  In  the  face  of 
tbe  Ifooae  between  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mesas  and  certain  gentleman  from  Louisiana^  whose 
*oiee  he  wanted  to  pass  his  postponement  bill. 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  here  inUrposed.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman refer  to  me  ? 

Mr.  AIiAMS.     I  refer  to  no  individual  whatever.  • 

Mr.  H.  GARLAND.  Am  I  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
itos  referred  to  1 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  did  not  allude  to  him  more  than  to 
other  gentlemen  coming  from  those  States  where  this  money 
liee.  I  bad  no  particular  reference  to  one  of  them  more 
than  to  another. 

Mr!  CHAPMAN.  I  am  the  only  other  member  from 
Loaifliana.  I  made  no  bargain  of  any  sort  about  the  mat- 
ter. I  have  been  no  devoted  friend  to  the  measure  from 
its  inception  to  its  consummation.  The  gentleman,  there- 
fore, cannot  refer  to  me. 

Mr.  AOAMd.  I  did  not  allude  to  that  gentlemen — far 
from  it.  I  em  fully  aware  that  he  preferred  that  the  hill 
aboald  not  pass.  I  would  to  God  that  all  the  gentlemen 
coming  from  the  States  most  interested  could  say  the 
woie.    I  sspeint  that  the  bargain  waa  pointed  out  by  the 


gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Dawsoit,]  and  a  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  at  the  very  time  it  took  place ;  and,  I  say 
further,  that  I  take  this  amendment  to  be  the  consumma- 
tion of  thst  bargain.  When  it  was  proposed,  in  commit- 
tee, that  the  bill  to  postpone  the  depositee  should  be  laid 
aaide  until  this  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  banks  should  first 
be  acted  upon,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  did  openly 
pledge  himself,  when  resisting  that  arrangement,  that  those 
banks  should  be  liberally  dealt  with :  and  here  we  have  tbe 
fulfilment  of  that  pledge. 

Mr.  CAMBRBLENG.  Is  it  in  order  to  refer,  in  the 
House,  to  what  passed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole? 

The  SPEAKER  waa  replying,  when  Mr.  Amxs  said 
he  hoped  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  not  be  suffered  to  put  him  down.  He' should 
declare  the  disgraceful  icene,  whatever  interest  that  gentle- 
man might  have  in  shutiing  his  mouth. 

The  CHAIR  here  pronounced  it  wholly  out  of  ortler  to 
refer,  in  the  House,  to  what  had  been  said  or  done  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  said  he  would  put  a  case,  and  would 
auppose  that  certain  facts  had  treuspired->npt  here,  but  in 
another  legislsture—in  the  moon,  if  gentlemen  pleased. 
He  then  repeated  what  he  had  before  stated  as  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  amendmenta  to  the  bill.  When  tbe  amend- 
ments were  still  pending,  the  objections  all  urged,  and 
none  of  them  answered,  the  bill  bod  been  laid  aside,  other 
bills  had  been  taken  up,  when  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported progress  on  the  whole.  Immedistely  thereupon,  it 
had  been  moved  by  a  member  from  Maine,  that  the  Cooh 
mittee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  enn- 
siderstion  of  this  hill ;  the  effect  of  which  was  to  cut  off  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Loom  IS.]  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana [Mr.  Jonaatiif  ]  was  then  offered,  and  instantly  on  its 
adoption  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  sprang  to  his  feel  and  demanded  the  previoiiH  ques- 
tion, and  the  bill  waa  thus  passed  almost  by  acclamation. 

Now  the  bill  came  back  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  would  render  the  whole  either  a  palpable  ab- 
surdity, or  else  an  instrument  of  fraud.  And  this  was  the 
way  in  which  the  business  of  this  whole  session  had  been 
conducted — a  session  which  had  been  called  for  the  purpose 
of  organicing  an  enUrely  new  system  of  finance  for  the 
country.  The  House  had  sanctioned  a  series  of  measures 
all  tending  to  this  object ;  but  the  most  pernicious  and  cruel 
of  them  all  had,  he  thanked  GikI,  been  laid  upon  the  table. 
At  least  a  respite  had  thus  been  aflEbrded  to  the  nation,  a 
breathing  spell,  before  it  had  imposed  upon  it  that  aUte  of 
aervitude  which  the  system,  if  successful,  would  not  have 
failed  to  fasten  upon  it.  He  now  aaid,  openly,  in  the  face 
of  the  House,  tiiat,  whenever  objections,  however  strong, 
hsd  been  urged  against  the  system  of  meaaures  which  had 
oriffinated  in  the  Treasury,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
paltry  amendments  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  that  gentleman  had  no  other  rscourse 
against  them  but  to  call  upon  his  party  to  **  toe  the  mark ;" 
that  had  been  his  answer,  and  his  whole  answer,  to  every 
argument.  That  had  been  the  history  of  the  session.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  min- 
ister of  the  Executive,  the  Chanoellor  of  tho  Exchequer, 
who  was  here  to  carry  into  eflfect  the  rescripts  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  had  no  other  answer  to  any  objections, 
either  in  gross  or  in  detail,  than  this  cry  of  « toe  the  mark.*' 
Mr.  A.  had  asked  of  him  what  part  of  this  bill  applied  to 
delinquent  banks  1  What  it  was  that  by  the  bill  the  Uni- 
ted States  gave  up  1  And  he  had  been  utterly  unable  to 
answer ;  yet,  from  his  official  situation,  it  was  bis  place  to 
answer  inquiries  pot  to  him  in  relation  to  the  public  meaa- 
ures he  brought  forward.  Hia  only  reply  had  been  to  get 
the  hill  laid  aside,  to  consummate  his  bargain,  and  then  to 
caH  the  previona  question.      Such  had  been  hia  CDurse 
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throughoat;  and  Mr.  A.  couM  not  raffdr  th«  aeflaioa  to 
come  to  a  cloae  wiUiont  exposing  and  denoanctng  H  to  the 
country.  Had  the  system  origHiated  in  Hewen,  (which 
seemed  to  be  the  very  contrary  place  to  that  in  which  it 
did  originate,)  qaestiontofe  relevant  natnre,  and  properly 
presented,  might  be  asked  of  him  who  brought  it  into  the 
House ;  and  it  was  bis  official  duty  to  respond  lo  them, 
and  to  givo  his  reasons,  if  any  he  had ;  bat  nothing  of  this 
had  been  done  at  all.  He  htid  got  the  deposito  postpone- 
ment bill  passed,  after  attompting  to  force  it  through  the 
House  in  its  original  form,  by  admitting  the  minimum 
amendments^  and  excluding  every  other. 

The  CHAIR  here  admonished  Mr.  A.  that  the  depoeite 
bill  could  riut  now  be  discussed ;  it  was  not  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  consider  each  and  all  of  these  bills  as 
part  and  parcel  of  one  system,  and  therefore — 

The  SPEAKER.  This  is  a  question  of  concurrence 
with  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  a  diflerent  bill.  It 
has  no  connexion  with  the  deposito  law ;  and  if  is  out  of 
order  to  discuss  that  law  at  this  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Does  the  Sfsakbk  deny  that  these  meas- 
ures constitute  one  system  1  Does  he  decide  that  this  bill 
and  amendment  are  not  part  of  that  system  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  not  called  to  decide 
that  question.  This  is  not  the  deposito  bill.  And  the  de- 
posito bill  cannot  now  be  discussed. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  was  not  discussing  the  deposito  bilL  I 
was  connecting  the  other  measure  with  that  now  liefore  the 
House.  I  was  showing  its  connexion  with  this  bill  and 
amendment.  They  are  so  connected  that  they  cannot  be 
separated ;  and  I  was  deriving  an  argument  against  con- 
curring in  this  amendment  from  external  objects,  and  the 
anti-deposite  law  among  others. 

The  SPEAKER  here  said  that>ifitwaa  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  to  connect  it  with  the  present  subject,  and 
Uiere  could  be  shown  to  exist  such  a  c<knnexion,  it  would 
be  in  osder  to  intniduce  it;  but  the  Chaie  could  perceive 
no  connexion.  He  would  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the 
■  gentleman  from  Massachusetlii. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  did  not  hear  thedecision 
of  the  Caaia.  If  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was 
out  of  order,  he  hoped  he  would  not  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  ADAMS.     Well,  since  what  I  was  saying  is  so  ex- 
ceedingly disagreeable  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
.  of  Way  a  and  Means,  and  apparently  to  the  Sfsakbk  of 
Ihb  House,  I  will  sit  down. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  disagreeable  to  the  Spbakxji. 
He  has  no  desire  to  intorrupt  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts ;  but  the  Chaib  must  discharge  its  official  duty. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  disposition  of  the 
Sj^EAKsn  to  discharge  his  duty  '^ashe  understands  it ;" 
but,  unfortunately  for  me,  the  Sfxakxb  understands  it  in 
a  different  way  from  what  I  do. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  rose  to  order.  When  a  member 
was  called  to  order  by  the  Cbaib,  and  was  manifestly  out 
of  order,  and  was  ordered  to  take  his  seat,  was  it  not  his 
duty,  under  the  roles  of  the  House,  to  take  his  sieat?  and 
could  he  again  proceed  without  the  leave  of  the  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  when  a  member  was  so  re- 
peatedly out  of  order  as  to  be  directed  by  the  Cbai  a  to  take 
his  seat,  the  rule  was  as  the  gentleman  from  Naw  York 
had  stated.  But,  in  the  case  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  Ghaia  had  abstained  from  interposing  by 
an  absoluto  command,  as  he  was  empowered  by  the  rules 
to  do.  And  the  gentleman  was/  therefore,  at  liberty  to 
proceed  if  be  confined  himself  to  the  subject  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  ADAM6.  Out  of  tendernesa  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  will  say  no  mora. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  All  I  shall  say  in  lefdy  is;  that 
as  that  gentleman- has  referred^  in 'his  supposilitioaa  cae»»  to 


a  council  in  the  moen,  I  abould  consider  the  gentlcmsa 
himself  as  very  lit  to  be  a  member  of  such  a  cotmeil 

I  demand  the  previoos  question. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  here  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  sraeoi- 
inent  on  the  toble.  And,  as  by  the  rules,  this  qoolioQ 
takes  precedence,  the  question  was  put  upon  laying  on  dte 
table. 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  hoped  the  tnoiien  would  bt 
withdrawn,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  rspijiai 
to  tha  very  unjustifiable  attack  mAde  by  the  gentleman  fhm 
Massachuaeita  upon  the  members  from  Lonisiana. 

Mi.  UNCOLN  declined;  and  the  qoestioo  waathsn- 
upon  put  to  the  House,  and  decided  in  the  negative 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  saconded :  Ayn 
87,  noes  87. 

The  previoos  question  was  agreed  to :  Ay  as  9S,  noasSl 

The  main  question,  on  concurring  with  the  Seaals  ii 
their  amendment  to  the  bill,  (as  above  stated,)  was  tkfi 
put,  and  carried  by  yeas  and  nsys,  tm  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Alexander^  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Ayrrigg,  Bcatlj, 
Boime,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Boon,  BoaMia, 
Brodbead,  Bronson,  Bruyn»  Cambreleng,  John  Csmpbill) 
Casey,  Chambers,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  CimlaB^ 
Coles,  Conner,  Corwin,  OVockett,  Caahtng,  Gushsnn 
Davee,  De  Graff,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Ewing,  Foster,  Gal 
lup,  James  Garland,  Gholson,  Goode,  William  Giahaai 
Grant,  Graves,  Grifiin,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  HaryB 
Hawkins,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Howard,  finblig 
JabM  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Kilgore,  Lewia,  A.  W.  Loom 
Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  MeCleUan,  Abnh« 
McCiellan,  McKim,  Menefee,  Miller,  Montgomcsy,  IKm 
gan,  Matthias  Morris,  8.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  M^ 
lenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Ogle,'  Palmer,  Parker,  F| 
mentor,-  Patton,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pntt,  Prentiss,  Rd^ 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Ramsey,  Shields,  Sheplor,  SoulhgHf 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Stone,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titos,  Tobai 
Turney,  VaU,  Webster,  A.  S.  White,  B.  Whiidesrv,  C 
H.  Williams^  ¥ell-.lD7. 

NATSr-Messrs.  Adams,  Bond,  William  B.  Calboia 
W.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chttpasan,  Gheaffh« 
Curtis,  Davies,  Dennis,  Edwards,  Everett,  R.  Pleidri 
Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  James  Graham,  Orenndl,  Ha 
tings,  Haynes,  Henry,  Holsey,  Robert  M.  T,  HnnM 
J/Swler,  Lincoln,  A.  Loomis,  Marvin,  Mercar,  Nnh 
Patteraon,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potu,  Reed,  Russell,  CShepM 
Sibley,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  TiUingiiai 
Underwood,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  WilliaiiiB,  Wk 
Yorke— 4«. 

[This  deeiaon  completed  the  passage  of  the  bill  thrsai 
DOth' Houses.] 

[NoTB.— In  explanation  of  the  part  Mr.  Avaws  M 
in  the  above  d(ft>ate,  be  addressed  the  foHowing  note  to  i 
Editors :] 

Note  by  Mr.  Adatna. 

Imrnedlatsly  aft^  Mr.  Adams  eonclnded.  Mr.  CAKvasucKa  mon 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  siaie  of  ihe  Utiloa  u>  Ur  aside  li 
bill,  without  taking  the  question  u|x>n  either  of  the  aroeDirmeDts  p 
posed  by  Mr.  liOOBUs,  of  New  York,  or  bv  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lnuiils 
and  10  take  up  the  general  appropriation  bill.  Tbis  was  accocdhH 
done.  That  bill  was  debaiod  bsiween  two  and  three  houcSr«s>d  I 
Cambrblbno  moved  it  should  bo  reported  lo  the  House.  U  wasso 
ported,  and  th<*  chairman  [iVIr.  Howasd]  added  thai  thecommM 
had  had  the  bill  for  adjustins  the  balances  remaining  due  by  tiielj 
depoeite  banks  under  coosldecaiion,  and  had  come  to  no  r««a.4M 
thereon.  The  ttppropriatioil  bill  was  then  debatfni,  amended,  s 
passod  in  the  House.  Just  befcire  the  House  went  into  ComiDitiss 
the  Whole  on  iha  Siaie  of  the  Union  «yt(ain,  Mr.  Smbth,  at  Mains 
member  of  the  Coramitleeof  Ways  and  lVIe.<ins,  moved  iodisrJ*s| 
the  Commfttee  of  the  Whole  from  the  farther  eonsideration  ofrh^J 


lor  adiustf  n£  the  balances  of  the  banks.  Thissaovsfaeat  nats  is«  ^ 
of  stifling  all  further  debate  in  committee,  nut  only  oo  the  bill.  Isa  • 
the  amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  JoHNSOKand  by  Air-  Loosss. 


for  adjusting  the  balances  of  the  banks.  Thissnovstaent  had  the ' 

lyoiJ 

was  made  by  Mr.  Smrn,  doubtless  beeause  Mr.  Oamsbbi.sko  v 
aware  that,  if  made  by  him,  it  wouid  have  been  opposed :  the  « 
mittoe  having  taken  no  order  upon  the  proposed  amendments.  1 
motion  of  Mr  Smith  jprobably  not  undvrsuiod  by  the  H«usf,  p«« 
without  oppositkm.    The  Hgvae  went  i^ui  faio  Conunitiee  erf  i 
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Oct.  16,  1837.] 


Treoitury  Reports* 


[H.  OF  R. 


TREASURY  REPORTS. 
Mr.  GAMBRELENG  then  rose  aod  drew  the  attentioD 
of  the  Hocuie  to  a  very  valuable  work  that  had  been  pub- 
lished, containing  all  the  Treasary  reports  on  the  f>object 
of  the  finances,  from  the  year  1789  to  the  present  time, 

Whtile  nh  dio  state  of  the  Union ;  repurted,  without  deliate,  a  bill  ap* 
poprialtiK  coo  luilliun  six  hundred  Uiuuaarui  dollara  for  the  auppreflo 
MOO  of  ludiaa  boBiiliiieft.  The  House  pasted  it  with  equal  expeuiLioD  ; 
aod  dieo  iha  bill  fur  seltliog  the  bnUinces  of  the  banks  was  cilled  up 
igaio.  Afr.  JoHMsoH  lonhwiih  presented  his  amendment,  which  was 
toaiilie  out  four,  six,  and  nine  nu>nths.  ihe  lime  allowed  by  the  bill 
u  ii  caine  from  the  Senate,  and  insert  the  Ist  of  July,  1886,  the  let  of 
January  and  1st  of  JuW;  1839,  for  the  tioies  of  payment  by  the  banks 
of  their  balances.  This  imendmeat  was  at  once  adopted,  and  Mr. 
Cajubblbkg  instaaily  moved  the  preTimis  question,  thereby  depriv- 
ing Mr.  IjOoxu  of  the  opportunity  of  movinv  his  amendment  In  the 
Housp;  which  amendment  was,  that  the  banks  should  pay  interest  at 
the  rale  of  four  per  cent,  fier  annum  upon  all  balances  remaining;  in 
depisiie  with  them.  By  this  series  of  manoMivres,  the  promise  made 
by  Vii.  Caxbkblkno  in  the  mertit)erB  of  the  debtor  States,  when  the 
poKponeiiieni  bill  was  laboring  on  its  passage,  that  if  that  bill  should 
piSB,  a  libenl  indulgence  would  be  extended  to  their  banks*  was 
fiiUifully,  a8  to  them,  performed.  The  bill  was  thus  driven  through 
the  lLniae,'wiih  the  lime  for  settling  the  balances  of  the  banks  extend- 
ttl,aad  without  even  requiring  interest  of  them  for  the  time  of  defal. 
caiioQ.  The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Arphaxbd  Loours's  amendment 
^nktxlruded  fnmi  liie  consideration  of  the  House  was  peculiarly  re- 
larkatUe.  Tlie  bill  soon  cajne  back  from  the  SeueUe,  agreeing  to  the 
Knemlmeniof  the  Mouse,  (extending  the  lime  for  settlement,)  with  an 
WMndinent)  as  lullows : 

"And  the  default  mentioned  in  this  act,  on  which  interest  is  to 
comownce  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  shall  be  understood  tn  be  the  ne- 
plea  or  uiiiissioa  of  said  banks,  tx  any  of  them,  to  answer  the  drafts  or 
requshiuus  uf  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  on  them  according 
ttft&v  piovJsioQs  of  the  first  section  of  this  kcuV 

When  this  amendment  came  liack  to  (ha  Honao,  it  was  near  mid- 
ni^t,  ami  there  was  no  quorum  of  the  House  present.  Mr.  Howard, 
(f  nuytand,  moved  ibat  the  House  should  non.concur  with  the  amend- 

80ui(4  the  Senate,  with  a  view  to  a  conference  between  the  two 
inen.  The  quesLioii  was  taken  on  Mr.  Howabd's  motion,  when 
there  appeared  61  for  non-concurring,  and  22  against  it.  No  quorum. 
Hf.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  observing  tltat,  as  it  appeared  ftom  the 
me  jiist  taken,  that  ihera  was  a  Urge  majority  of  ifie  mamben  pres- 
em;an(J  a  Diaj^jnty  of  a  quorum  for  non-concurring  with  the  amend- 
neat  of  the  Senate,  a  vote  should  now  be  taken,  and  if  a  maiority  of  a 
quonun  should  vote  for  Don-coocurrence,  it  should  be  consiaereu  as  a 
^^Ae  of  the  Housp,  and  it  would  leave  this  question  just  where  it  was 
licfore  niany  of  the  meml^ers  had  wiUidrawn  from  the  H  juse. 

To  this  Mr.  AoAata  objected  |  and,  at  one  o'clock,  Sunday  roorqins, 
n>i}vedtu  adjourn,  which  a  majority  of  the  members  present  refiisau. 
Tlie  same  motion  was  afterwards  made  by  another  member,  and  the 
queiUon  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  tuere  appeared  38  for,  and  50 
itSuitsi  adjournment.  

A  call  of  iheHot^ie  waa'inovM,  pbI  it  vras  apparent  that  in  less  than 
fiwr  hours  a  quorum  oaild  not  have  been  c  'Uected ;  and,  at  a  quarter 
More  two  in  the  morning^  the  House  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  eight 
o'clock  Monday  morning. 

At  that  ihne  the  rules  proscribinff  the  order  of  liusiness  were  sus- 
petided  at  the  motioa  of  Mr.  Cambrblbno.  The  House  un^  up  the 
VDendmsnt  of  the  Senate ;  and  instead  of  the  question  moved  by  Mr. 
RowARo  iin  Saiurdny  night,  tliat  the  House  shoultl  non-concur  with 
that  atnRQdment,  an  J  upon  which  the  vote  had  stood  61  to  22,  and  upon 
vhicU  Mr.  Tuoxas  had  urged  that  a  majority  of  a  quorum  had  voted 
ui  iiuu-concur— instead  of  this,  the  motion  now  substituted  was  to  con- 
cor  with  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  AoAXs  rcpmted  his  objections  to  the  bill ;  to  the  promise  made 
bj  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  29th  of 
^eiAnaber,  at  tlie  passase  of  the  deposite  postponement  bill,  that  fur- 
UMrmduIgence  should  oe  exiandeu  tollie  delinquent  banks,  if  the 
paiiponeroent  bill  should  pass;  and  to  Uia  indecent  manner,, as  he 
lii^ht,  in  which  that  promise  was  p  rformed  by  the  proceedin«s  on 
S<nunl.iy  night.  While  makin:;  these  objections,  Mr.  A.  was  repeat- 
edly called  to  order  by  the  chairman  uf  the  (Jotumittee  of  Ways  and 
Neaoiy  £«  referring  to  what  had  passeJ  in  Commiuae  of  the  whole, 
aiid  the  Speaker  twice  decided  tnai  the  deFXMite  p:«tponeroent  bill, 
iM,  being  now  l>efure  the  House,  cmdd  not  be  discussed  at  this  time. 
Two  memben  (hmi  the  debtor  States,  Mr.  O  Aiu.AiVDt  of  Louisiana,  and 
Mr.  Cbapxan,  of  Alabama,  called  upon  Mr.  Adams  to  say  wiiether, 
by  charwing  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  with 
■  har^in  of  further  indulgence  to  the  delinquent  banks,  he  meant  to 
allude  U)  thorn.  Mr.  A.  aisclaimed  all  intention  of  alliuHngto  any 
iodividual.  He  considered  the  promise  of  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
BiittBeofWayBand  Means  an  a  pledge  given  to  the  members  of  the 
debtor  States  to  purchase  their  votes  for  the  postponement  bill ;  and 
thfi  transactions  of  Saturday  night  as  a  redemption  of  that  pledge. 
Mr.  Qaslahd  earnestly  entreated  the  House  to  permit  him  to  answer 
what  he  considered  as  a  most  unjustifiable  attack  of  Mr.  Adams  upon 
the  membera  from  Louisiana,  but  the  House,  that  is,  the  majority, 
Would  not  listen  to  htm.  Nothing  was  more  remote  from  Mr.  A.'s  in- 
teoikHis  l^uin  an  attack  upm  the  members  from  Louisiana,  both  of 
»h»m  he  highly  and  sincerely  respects  and  esteems.  He  deeply  re- 
fretted  thai  the  House  refuseu  to  hear  Mr  Garland,  not  only  becauso 
It  WM  Mr.  6AaLAND*s  desire  to !»  heard,  but  because  he  knew  thai 
if  the  Mouse  would  hear  him,  li  would  give  Mr.  A.  the  right  and  the 
opprjtumiiy,  in  reply,  to  unfild,  al  full  lengih.  the  two  transactions  of 
we  ^voniAss  of  the  29ih  of  SeiMember,  ana  of  the  I4ih  of  October— f»f 
tfte  pl^e  gf  reo,  ftud  ihe  pledge  redeemed.    These  were  memorable 


I  and  remarked,  that  it  would  not  only  be  very  useful  to  be 
deposited  in  the  library,  but,  as  a  statistical  work,  was  ab- 
solutely indispensable  as  a  book  of  reference.  He,  there- 
fore, asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution  for  the  purchase  of 
three  hundred  copies  of  the  said  work,  at  a  price  not  ex- 
days  In  the  history  of  this  country,  and  chiefly  memorable  as  charac- 
teristic examples  of  the  means  to  be  used  by  this  incipient  adminis- 
tration to  influence  legislative  action.  The  States,  by  Executive 
^ency,  had  already  l^n  divided  into  two  cliisses,  of  debtor  and 
creditor,  and  now  the  creditor  States  were  to  be  deprived  of  their 
fourth  instalment  by  the  votes  of  the  members  from  the  debtor  States. 

The  debate  of  the  29th  September  has  never  been  fully  reported. 
The  speeches  of  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  and  of  Mr.  Samson  Mason, 
of  Ohio,  signalizing  the  bargain  at  the  very  moment  when  it  was  con- 
eluded  in  the  face  of  the  House,  itave  been  suppressed. 

The  bill  to  postpone,  till  further  order  of  Congress,  that  is,  forever, 
the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposite,  as  it  came  from  the  Senate,  had 
been  forced  to  the  third  reading  bv  a  vote  of  119  to  117.  This  vote 
had  t>een  reconsidered  at  Uie  motion  of  Mr.  Ficxbns,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, to  let  in  an  am«*ndmeni  proposed  by  him,  limiting  the  postpone- 
ment to  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  which  was  found  indisftensable  to 
secure  the  pasaiige  uf  the  bill.  It  had  tlien,  by  the  application  of  the 
previous  question,  been  a^in  forced  lo  the  llurd  reading  by  ilie  meager 
maiority  of  118  to  106  votes. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  that  bill  should  be  postponed  to  the  ensuing  Tuesday,  to  lake 
up,  in  the  meantime,  and  pass  the  bill  lor  adjusting  the  balances  wi:h 
the  delinquent  banks,  on  tne  avowed  plea  that  Uio  bill  oueht  not  to  be 
permitted  lo  pass  till  the  banks  of  the  debtor  States  sUouild  have  the 
pledgeofalouger  iudulecnceof  time  than  they  would  have  by  ilia 
Boitlemeni  bill,  as  it  had  come  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Cambbeleno  opposed  the  moiion  of  Mr.  Garland  lo  piistpone 
the  poflipjuemeot  bill,  but  gave  the  pledge,  ftir  himself,  to  deal  as  gen- 
erously with  tliose  banks  as  circumstances  would  admit;  for,  though 
no  friqnd  to  the  banks, y el  he  was  willing  to  affjrd  them  every  indul- 
gence for  the  sake  of  the  people  who  wore  indebted  to  them. 

So  says  the  report  of  his  remarks  in  the  Globe,  very  prudently  con- 
densing in  a  few  words  what  was  much  more  largely  said  in  the  House. 
The  Globe  adds:  '■'  Mr.  Dawson  and  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  designated 
this  as  a  bargain  between  the  two  gentlemen."  and  made  some  slric- 
tures  thereon,  and  then  again  very  prudently  suppresses  those  suictues. 

Mr.  Dawson  and  Mr.  Mason  did  not  designate  it  as  a  bargain  be- 
tween th  '  two  genilomen.  They  desigimtcd  it  as  a  bargain  tendered 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Commiiiee  of  Wavs  and  Means  to  the  mem* 
bers  from  the  Stales  of  the  most  deeply  inaebied  baulcs,  of  longer  in- 
dulgence of  lime  to  those  banks  as  an  equivalent  for  the  voles  of  tJiose 
memljerb  to  postpone  the  payment  of  ilie  fourth  iustalmiftl  to  the 
creditor  Stales. 

Thatthis'was  the  phenomenon  designated  bv  Mr.  Dawson  and  Mr. 
Mason  ;  and  that  it  was  the  bargain  uctualhr  concluded,  atry  one 
may  perceive  who  will  read  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Gholson,  of  Missis- 
sippi, which  are  reported  at  full  length,  and  very  correctly,  in  ihe 
Giobe.    No  one  can  doubt  of  the  burjErain,  afler  readlns  them. 

But  the  constimny&lion  of  the  banrain  was  accomplished  on  Saturday 
eveniucr,  the  14th  of  October.  Tlie  deposite  fiosti-wneuieni  bill  had 
been  stedge-hannnered  throitgh  the  House,  by  the  previous  question 
and  the  voles  of  members  from  the  debtor  Stales,  on  the  29ih  of  Sep- 
tember. The  promiatxl  equivalent  of  everv  indulgence  to  the  d-  btor 
State  banks  was  to  be  eniuted  on  the  14lh  ufOctotwr;  and  it  was 
done.  The  dexterous  discharge  of  the  Conimitlee  of  ihe  Whole  on 
tlie  siato  of  tho  Union  from  tlio  considerai ion  of  the  bank  seiilemont 
bill,  while  tiie  amendn)enis  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  of  Mr. 
LooMis,  of  New  York,  were  pending ;  the  adrofine^  with  which  tho 
amendment  of  Mr.  JoHNbON,  of  Louisiana,  was  tlien  s(iueezed  inlaihe 
House,  and  the  instantaneous  start  of  the  previous  question,  to  ciit  o(T 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Loomis,  of  New  York,  werv  exem- 
plary S|)ecimens  of  legislative  legordemain.  And,  although  liie  final 
am'^ndment  of  the  Senate  somewh8.t  discomposed  the  desperate  fidelity 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  his  pledgp.  yet  thai  untoward  ovrnt  was  not  fairly  imputable  to 
him.  If  he  couhl  have  kept  a  quonun  together  on  Saturday  night,  he 
would  have  non-concurrpd  the  amendment,  and  ihen,  al  a  conference, 
the  Senate  would  have  receded  from  it.  But  Monday  morning  ii  was 
toj  late.  If  he  had  non-concurred  then,  his  [luorum  mielil  have  chanced 
tn  Blip  from  under  him  while  he  was  holilins:  his  confereaco  with  the 
Seiuiie,  and  so  he  was  obliged  to  call  upon  his  majority  of  a  quorum  to 
toe  the  mark  as^ln.  Right  about  fxce,  and  vote  to  concur  in  that 
amendment,  which  on  Saturday  nighi  they  had  stubbornly  voted  to 
non-cimcur. 

if  ihe  chairman  of  the  CoTnmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  could  get 
over  his  aversion  to  a  discussion  upon  nouns,  proitouns,  verljs  and  ad- 
vertjs,  he  mleht  find  an  edifying  lexl  for  a  leciure  upon  tho  literary 
composition  of  statute  law,  in  his  act  for  the  adjustment  ol  the  bank 
balances,  as  it  now  stands  amon?  the  rolls  of  the  Department  of  Slate, 
signed  by  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the 
SeoatP,  and  by  tlie  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rcprrseniatives,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  President  «»f  the  Uniieil  States.  Be^iidps  the  abpurdiiy 
m  the  first  section,  pointed  out  by  Mr.  A.,  of  providing  a  relief  for  de- 
linquent banks,  by  an  exclusive  applicatiim  of  it  lo  lianks  not  dnilu- 
quent;  banks  which  have  met  and  shall  hereafler  meet  all  the  rc- 

Suisltions  nf  the  Department:  iM'Sldes  this,  the  lust  amendment  of  the 
innate  has  got  stowed  away  in  a  wrong  place.  It  should  have  been 
added  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  for  it  evidently  refers  to  tho  last  clause  of 
the  bill ;  but  as  it  wns  presented  by  the  Senate  a.s  an  amondment  to  an 
amendment  of  the  Hous^,  ins«>rted  in  the  body  of  the  iiill,  tlie  eusrosa- 
Ing  clerks  seem  to  have  thought  that  an  amentlmeni  lo  nn  amenament 
must  hold  its  location  with  the  amendment  itself,  and  c.ndd  not  bo  trans. 
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known  to  the  constitution  to  enforce  compliance  with  this 
particular  duty ;  but  they  cannot  prevent  the  people  from  act- 
ing in  conformity  with  the  regulations  which  Congress  may 
prescribe  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Representatives.  The 
power,  then,  of  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  so 
fdx  at  least  as  the  continued  existence  of  this  House  may 
be  necessary  to  that  object,  on  the  failure  to  act  of  the 
State  Legislatares,  is  delegated  to  Congrera,  and  to  Con- 
gress alone.  It  is  beyond  the  competency  of  the  Governor 
of  a  State,  by  writ,  or  of  this  House,  by  a  simple  vote  or 
resolution,  to  exercise  any  auch  power. 

The  question  next  arises,  has  the  Legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi discharged  its  constitutional  duty  ?  Has  that  body 
fixed  upon  **the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding 
•lections  for  Representatives"  to  Congress  ^  It  will  be  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  that  it  has.  But  as  Congress  was 
convened  to  assemble  in  September,  and  as  the  November 
following  was  the  time  fixed  upon  by  law  for  choosing 
Representatives,  the  Governor  saw  that,  as  things  then 
stood,  Mississippi  would  remain  for  several  months  unrep' 
resented  on  this  fioor.  He  felt  himself  called  upon  to  act 
in  some  mode.  But  as  he  had  sworn  to  support  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  laws  of  Mississippi 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  as  the  law  of  Mississippi 
regulating  elections  was  not  only  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
constitution,  but  in  obedience  to  its  express  and  imperative 
mandates,  he  was  bound  by  the  obligation  of  his  oath  of 
oifice  to  conform  to  its  requisitions.  He  deemed  it  beyond 
his  competency  to  alter  the  regulations  established  by  law, 
to  order  an  election  for  Representatives  whose  term  of  ser- 
vice would  extend  beyond  the  period  fixed  upon  by  statute 
for  that  purpose.  He  did  not  hold  to  the  doctrine — he 
repudiated  it  in  practice — that,  as  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  State,  he  c-ould  nullify,  by  proclamation  or  otherwise, 
a  law  of  the  State.  Hence  originated  the  limitation  in  his 
writ  But,  in  endeavoring  to  steer  clear  of  one  constitu- 
tional difiiculty,  he  has  encountered  another  not  less  irre- 
movable. The  very  necessity  of  limiting  the  writ,  imposed 
by  his  obligation  to  conform  to  a  constitutiojial  law,  ought 
to  have  induced  him  to  question  his  right  of  issuing  the 
writ  itself.  Due  refiection,  I  think,  would  have  convinced 
him  that  the  fractional  part  of  a  term,  commencing  either 
at  the  beginning,  or  at  any  intermediate  point,  could  not 
be  filled  consistently  with  the  constitution,  unless  the  in- 
cumbency extended  to  the  conclusion  of  the  term  ;  "which 
it  could  not  have  done  in  the -present  instance,  without 
<*oming  in  contact  with  the  law.  I^he  tenure  of  ofiice  I)e- 
ing  fixed  in  the  constitution,  and  provision  made  for  filling 
vacancies,  the  term  of  a  Representative,  no  matter  at  what 
point  commencing,  ends  at  the  same  common  goal. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  what  should  the  Governor  have 
done  ?  Was  Mississippi  to  be  deprived  of  her  right  of  be- 
ing represented  in  this  body,  by  mere  technical  objections? 
By  no  means.  An  obvious  remedy  was  at  hand.  By  ex- 
erting his  power  of  convocation,  he  could  have  referred  the 
whole  matter  to  an  extraordinary  session  of  the  Legit>lature, 
convened  for  the  special  purpose  of  amending  the  election 
law  of  the  State.  Ample  time  to  have  done  so  was  afiord- 
ed  him,  between  May,  the  date  of  the  President's  procla- 
mation, and  September,  the  designated  period  of  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  ;  so  that  necessity,  the 
tyrant*s  plea,  cannot  be  availed  of  in  this  instance.  With 
equal  justice  the  same  plea — reason  I  will  not  call  it — 
might  have  been  urged  by  the  President  against  convening 
the  extra  session  iiself,  and  in  favor  of  the  usurpation  by 
him  of  the  powers  of  legislation. 

I  have  already  expressed  the  opinion,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
in  the  present  case,  the  Governor  of  Mississippi  had  no 
authority  to  issue  writs,  with  or  without  limitation.  I  here 
distinctly  reassert  that  proposition.  The  clause  of  the 
constitution  relied  upon  by  those  who  hold  adversely  is  the 
following :    **  Wheo  vacancies  happen  in  the  representa- 


tion firom  a  State,  the  executive  anthority  thereof  shtllii* 
sue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies." 

This  clause  is  to  be  interpreted  according  to  its  lettii 
and  its  spirit,  and  in  reference  to  its  context.  The  etmei 
of  a  just  construction  consists  in  the  harmonioas  combini- 
tion,  and  tendency  to  the  same  conclusion,  .of  these  thm 
principles.  The  plain  sense  and  meaning  of  the  wonb 
employed,  is  the  letter  of  the  clause.  The  object  to  U 
accomplished,  the  mischief  to  be  averted  or  rrmcdird,  ii 
its  spirit.  Its  context  should  be  consulted  for  the  porpOM 
of  reconciling  and  conforming  its  constroctionaiwdlto 
what  follows,  as  to  what  precedes  it,  in  the  same  iDtira- 
ment.  Let  as  apply  these  rules  of  constnictioD  to  tb 
clause  under  consideration. 

And  first  as  to  its  letter :  <*  When  vacancies  bsp|icD.* 
Of  vacancies,  I  will  premise,  there  are  two  kinds,  poiodi- 
cal  and  casual.  A  periodical  vacancy  is  one  created  bf 
the  constitution,  or  by  laws  made  in  parsoaoce  thenof. 
It  is  caused  by  the  foreseen  and  foreknown  efflux  of  tina- 
by  the  expiration  of  a  pre-ordained  term  of  service.  Tin 
is  a  vacancy,  which,  capable  of  b«ing  foreseen,  can  be  pro- 
vided against  by  law.  The  other  is  a  vacancy  which 
**  happens'* — which  b  the  result  of  accident — ^whicbooa* 
pectedly  occurs — which,  in  short,  is  occasioned  by  deitb, 
resignation,  expulsion,  or  other  casualty.  To  provide, 
temporarily,  for  filling  vacancies  of  the  latter  kind,  s  oif 
the  resort  of  the  executive  department  of  a  State  govera* 
ment 

But  the  vacancies  must  not  only  happen,  but  "happen 
in  the  representation  from  a  State."  Representatioc  mew 
representatives  of  a  collective  body.  It  necessaiily  sop- 
poses,  therefore,  a  pre-existing  body.  In  the  compoaiioa 
of  representation,  representatives  are  essential  elemeoti. 
There  must  be  representatives  from  a  State,  before  iben 
can  be  a  vacancy  in  its  representation ;  and  a  vacancy  moit 
happen  in  its  representation,  before  <<' the  execotlTcaotb- 
ority  thereof  can  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancr." 

Having  said  thus  much  in  relation  to  the  letter,  I  wiB 
now  address  myself  to  the  spirit  of  the  clause  in  qoestioD. 
In  constituting  a  legislative  body  for  the  Union,  the  cod- 
vention  ordained  that  it  should  consist  of  a  Senate  tad 
House  of  Representatives.     It  was  intended  that  the  Sen- 
ate fehould  constitute  tlie  federative,  and  this  Hoofc  the 
representative,  feature  of  the  new  Government    That  tbi 
members  of  the  Senate  should  be  the  exponents  of  the  will 
of  the  Stales  in  their  capacity  of  States,  without  rrgtid  to 
population.     And  that  this  House  should  be  a  homogeD^ 
ous  body,  consisting  of  an  equal  and  uniform  repre«enB- 
tion  of  the  people  of  tho  States,  having  numbers  for  ifi 
basis.     The  convention,  therefore,   keeping  these  oljfcB 
in  view,  provided  that  Senators  should  be  chosen  by  tbf 
Slate  Legislatures,   and  Representatives  by  the  people  of 
the  States,  at  such  times  and  places,  and  in  such  manoer 
as  the  Legislatures  thereof  might  prescribe.     And  in  or- 
der to  guard  effectually  against  the  possible  omission  or  re- 
fusal of  the  Stale  Legislatures  to  discharge  the  duties  thw 
enjoined,  an  ultimate  and  paramount  jurisdiction  was  con- 
ferred on   Congress,   to  make  the  necessary  rcgalttioBi 
contingent  on  such  neglect  or  refusal.    If  it  had  been,  and 
been  known  to  be,  by  the  convention,  that  members  of 
Congress  would  be  beyond  the  reach  of  accident— thit 
they  could   neither  die  nor  resign,  nor  be  removed  by  wj 
other  casualty — that  vacancies,   other  than  those  caueed 
by  lapse  of  time,  could  not  exist  in  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, would  the  power  of  filling  them  in  the  first  inrtioe^ 
or  of  providing  for  their  being  filled  in  the  other,  bw 
been  lodged  elsewhere  than  with  the  State  Legialaiorei* 
No  necessity  would  have  existed,  of  providing  against  n« 
cancies  that  could  not  happen.     The  convention  knew, 
however,   that  membership  carried  with  it  no  talistuanfe 
exemption  from  the  common  accidents  of  humsnity,  and 
that  vacancies  might  and  would  happen,  pending  the 
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rerrltwy,  or  Diftrict,  in  which  they  are  eituated ;  and,  in 
•fe  ihere  be  do  bank  willing  to  receive  the  pnhlie  money 
n  the  tarina  aforetaid,  the  exceaa  aforesaid  shall  be  trans- 
erred  to  some  other  depository  that  may  be  deaignated  by 
be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury :  Providedf  always^  That 
^e  diibttTsing  warrants  of  the  Treasarer  ahall  be  drawn 
a  the  public  depository  provided  for  in  the  first  section 
f  tliie  set ;  and,  in  case  of  a  deficit  of  funds  to  meet  the 
loe,  he  or  tliey  shall  draw  upon  the  funds  speeifically  de- 
oatod  bj  bim  or  them  in  bank  to  meet  the  same,  under  such 
•gvittioiis  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  preseribe. " 

Mr.  PALMER,  of  New  York,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
)  hj  on  the  table  and  have  printed  the  following  amend- 
mi  to  (be  fub-Treasnry  bill,  which  he  gave  notice  he 
mid  move  when  that  aubject  should  come  before  the 
looie  tt  the  next  session  of  Congress : 

Sec  II.  And  be  it  fwrther  enaetedf  That  in  places 
htt9  the  amounta  ordinarily  held  in  depoeite  at  one  time 
lali  exeeed  the  aum  of  fifty  thooaand  dollars,  it  shall  be 
vfol  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whenever,  in  his 
fioion,  the  public  interests  will  be  promoted  thereby,  to 


employ,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  one  or  more  of  the  State  banks  as  public  depoaito- 
ries,  instead  of  the  depositories  provided  for  by  this  act : 
Provided,  That  the  public  funds  shall  be  placed  therein 
in  special  deposite ;  and  the  duties  of  receiving,  keeping, 
and  disbursing  the  same,  and  all  other  duties  required  by 
this  act,  to  be  rendered  by  the  officers  of  said  banka,  for 
such  compensation  aa  may  be  agreed  upon  by  and  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  said  banks ;  and  said 
banks,  and  the  ofiScers  and  clerks  thereof,  under  whoaa 
charge  the  same  may  be,  ahall  be  under  like  restraints  from 
loaning  or  nsing  the  same,  and  subject  to  like  penalties  for 
violations  therefor  as  are  provided  for  in  the  first  and  ninth 
aeetiona  of  thia  act. 

Mr.  THOMAS  having  reported  that  the  committee  ap' 
pointed  for  the  purpose  had  waited  on  the  President  of  tha 
United  States,  and  received  for  answer  to  their  message 
to  him  that  he  had  no  further  communication  to  make. 

The  House  adjourned  until  the  first  Monday  in  Da* 
cember  next,  the  day  fixed  by  the  eonetitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  annual  meeting  of  Congreas. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  SPEECHES. 


SfPTXXBBB  27,  1837. 
MISSISSIPPI  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
bctiona,  declaring  the  sitting  members  from  Mississippi 
h  entitled  to  their  seats,  came  up  in  order  for  consider- 
iOD,  Tu : 

**Kuolved,  That  Saxuxl  J.  Grolsok  and  John  F.  H. 
uiBOBTx  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th  Con- 
en^  and,  as  such,  are  entitled  to  take  their  seats." 
Mr.  Mauet  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker :  I  feel  it  due  to  myself — to  my  peculiar 
•itJoQ  8s  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and 
diiwnting  from  the  report  and  resolution  submitted  by 
ebairman  on  behalf  of  a  majority  of  that  committee — to 
te  the  conclusions  to  which  my  mind  has  arrived  in  re- 
ion  to  the  question  now  pending  before  the  House,  and 
I  reasons  on  which  thoso  conclusions  are  founded.  Con- 
ieringit  a  question  purely  judicial  in  its  character,  I  have 
l»  if  I  know  piyself,  been  influenced,  in  the  judgment 
lich  I  have  formed  on  it,  by  personal  or  party  consid- 
itioM;  snd  I  shall  endeavor  to  placo  it,  where  alone  it 
mid  stand,  on  the  high  ground  of  constitutional  law. 
Ve  are  called  upon  to  inquire  whether  the  sitting  mem- 
1  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  are  rightfully  entitled  to 
Its  on  this  floor,  as  Representatives  of  that  State  1  I'o 
iUe  ns  to  decide  this  question  correctly,  a  brief  statement 
Ibe  facts  connected  with  it  is  necessary. 
Bj  the  laws  of  Mississippi,  the  first  Monday  and  follow- 
[^ay  in  November  of  every  alternate  year,  succeeding 
'•  diasolntion  of  each  Congress,  is  the  time  fixed  upon 
holding  elections  for  Representatives  from  that  State, 
extra  session,  however,  having  been  convened  by  the 
aident,  to  assemble  two  months  in  advance  of  the  time 
■  prescribed,  writs  were  issued  by  the  Governor  of  the 
il«,  directing  an  election  to  be  held  for  Representatives 
ft  given  period  in  July  last.  The  writ  contained  a  pro- 
ion  tiffliting  the  term  of  service  of  the  persons  to  be 
ctsd  under  it,  to  such  time  as  they  should^  superseded 
Representatives  to  be  chosen  in  November  next.  In 
ot  of  fact,  the  election  was  held ;  and  it  appears  from  a 
tted  statement,  authenticated  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
Mississippi,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee,  that 
'  sitting  members  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  polled. 

Vol.  XIV.*-.l08 


At  the  instance  of  those  gentlemen,  an  inquiry  is  now 
instituted  into  the  validity  of  their  title  to  seats  iu  this 
House,  and  into  the  duration  of  their  term  of  service. 
They  claim  to  be  members  for  the  entire  term  of  the  25th 
Congress,  and  the  resolution  before  the  House,  sustaining 
them  in  that  claim,  affirms  the  right  of  the  Governor  to  is- 
sue the  writ,  but  rejects  the  limitation  on  the  terra  of  ser- 
vice contained  in  it  as  surplusage. 

The  question  arises,  was  there  such  a  vacancy  in  the 
representation  of  Mississippi  as  to  authorize  the  Governor 
of  that  State  to  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancy  1 
The  answer  to  this  inquiry  involves  questions  of  constitu- 
tional and  legal  resort.  The  constitution  of  the  United 
Stales  provides  that  Representatives  shall  be  chosen— cho- 
sen every  second  year— chosen  by  the  electors  qualified  to 
vote  for  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures—rchosen  at  such  times,  at  such  places,  and  in  such 
manner,  as  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States  may 
prescribe.  Here  is  an  injunction  positive,  express,  and 
imperative,  on  the  State  Legislatures.  They  are  made 
the  agents  of  the  constitution  to  perform  this  specific  duty. 
As  agents  they  cannot,  by  special  enactment  even,  transfer 
this  power  to  a  sub-agent ;  much  less  will  their  omission 
to  eiercise  it  operate  any  such  transfer.  The  constitution 
presumes  that  each  agent  to  whom  particular  trusts  are 
aasigned,  will  execute  those  trusts  in  a  apirit  which  dicta- 
ted their  assignment.  On  this  presumption  hinges  the 
continued  and  harmonious  action  of  our  complex  system 
of  government.  The  motion  of  its  entire  machinery  ia 
dependent  on  the  motion,  in  their  preacribed  spheres,  of 
jts  particular  parts.  It  is  admitted  by  the  Federaliat,  a 
work  second  in  authority  only  to  the  constitution  itself, 
that  the  State  Legislatures,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may 
virtually  dissolve  the  Union,  by  refusing  to  elect  Senators 
to  Congress.  In  like  manner  could  dissolution  be  efiected' 
by  their  refusal  to  pass  laws  regulating  elections  to  this 
body,  but  that  a  contingent  and  paramount  power  is  vested 
in  Congress,  to  provide  against  such  refusal.  *'The 
times,  places,  and  manner,"  say  a  the  constitution,  "of 
choosing  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  prescribed 
in  each  State  by  the  Legislature  thereof;  but  the  Congress 
may,  at  any  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations.'* 
The  Legislaturea,  being  themselves  tbe|eIectors  of  Senators, 
I  may  refuse  to  choose  them,  and  there  is  no  penal  sanction 
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known  to  the  constttution  to  enforce  compliance  with  this 
particular  duly ;  but  the j  cannot  prevent  the  people  from  act- 
ing in  conformity  with  the  reguleliona  which  Congress  may 
prescribe  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Represenlalivos.  The 
power,  then,  of  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  so 
hx  at  least  as  the  continued  ezutence  of  this  House  may 
be  necessary  to  that  object,  on  the  failure  to  act  of  the 
State  Legislatures,  is  delegated  to  Congress,  and  to  Con- 
gress alone.  It  is  beyond  the  competency  of  the  GoTcrnor 
of  a  State,  by  writ,  or  of  this  House,  by  a  simple  vote  or 
resolution,  to  exercise  any  such  power. 

The  question  next  arises,  has  the  Legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi discharged  its  constitutional  duty  1  Has  that  body 
fixed  upon  <*the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding 
•1«etioD8  for  RepresenUtives"  to  Congress  1  It  will  be  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  that  it  has.  But  as  Congress  was 
oonvened  to  assemble  in  September,  and  as  the  November 
following  was  the  time  fixed  upon  by  law  for  choosing 
Bepresentatives,  the  Governor  saw  that,  as  things  then 
stood,  Mississippi  would  remain  for  several  months  unrep- 
resented on  this  floor.  He  felt  himself  called  upon  to  act 
in  some  mode.  But  as  he  had  sworn  to  support  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  laws  of  Mississippi 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  as  the  law  of  Mississippi 
regulating  elections  was  not  only  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
constitution,  but  in  obedience  to  its  express  and  imperative 
mandates,  he  was  bound  by  the  obligation  of  his  oath  of 
office  to  conform  to  its  requisitions.  He  deemed  it  beyond 
his  competency  to  alter  the  regulations  established  by  law, 
to  order  an  election  for  Representatives  whose  term  of  ser- 
vice would  extend  beyond  the  period  fixed  upon  by  statute 
for  that  purpose.  He  did  not  hold  to  the  doctrine — he 
repudiated  it  in  practice — that,  as  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  State,  he  could  nullify,  by  proclamation  or  otherwise, 
a  law  of  the  State.  Hence  originated  the  limitation  in  his 
writ.  But,  in  endeavoring  to  steer  clear  of  one  constitu- 
tional diificulty,  he  has  encountered  another  not  less  irre- 
movable. The  very  necessity  of  limiting  the  writ,  imposed 
by  his  obligation  to  conform  to  a  constitutional  law,  ought 
to  have  induced  him  to  question  his  right  of  issuing  the 
writ  itself.  Due  reflection,  I  think,  would  have  convinced 
him  that  the  fractional  part  of  a  term,  commencing  either 
at  the  beginning,  or  at  any  intermediate  point,  could  not 
be  filled  consistently  with  the  constitution,  unless  the  in- 
cumbency extended  to  the  conclusion  of  the  term  ;  "which 
it  could  not  have  done  in  the  -present  instance,  without 
roraing  in  contact  with  the  law.  The  tenure  of  office  be- 
ing fixed  in  the  constitution,  and  provision  made  for  filling 
vacancies,  the  term  of  a  Representative,  no  matter  at  what 
point  commencing,  ends  at  the  same  common  goal. 

But  it  may  bo  asked,  what  should  the  Governor  have 
done  ?  Was  Mississippi  to  be  deprived  of  her  right  of  be- 
ing represented  in  this  body,  by  mere  technical  objections? 
By  no  means.  An  obvioua  remedy  was  at  hand.  By  ex- 
erting his  power  of  convocation,  he  could  have  referred  the 
whole  matter  to  an  extraordinary  session  of  the  Legiiiilature, 
convened  for  the  special  purpose  of  amending  the  election 
law  of  the  State.  Ample  time  to  have  done  so  was  afibrd- 
ed  him,  between  May,  the  date  of  the  President's  procla- 
mation, and  September,  the  designated  period  of  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  ;  so  that  necessity,  the 
tyrant*s  plea,  cannot  be  availed  of  in  this  instance.  With 
equal  justice  the  same  plea — reason  I  will  not  call  it — 
might  have  been  urged  by  the  President  against  convening 
the  extra  session  iiself,  and  in  favor  of  the  usurpation  by 
him  of  the  powers  of  legislation. 

I  have  already  expressed  the  opinion,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
in  the  present  case,  the  Governor  of  Mississippi  had  no 
authority  to  issue  writs,  with  or  without  limitation.  I  here 
distinctly  reassert  that  proposition.  The  clause  of  the 
eonstitution  relied  upon  by  those  who  hold  adversely  is  the 
following :    **  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representa- 


tion firom  a  State,  the  executive  authority  thereof  ihsU  is- 
sue writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies." 

This  clause  is  to  be  interpreted  according  to  its  lettii 
and  its  spirit,  and  in  reference  to  its  context.  Ths  esKoci 
of  a  just  construction  consists  in  the  harroonioas  eon^nnt' 
tion,  and  tendency  to  the  same  conclusion,  of  these  tbna 
principles.  The  plain  sense  and  meaning  of  the  wordi 
employed,  is  the  letter  of  the  clause.  The  object  to  bi 
accomplished,  the  mischief  to  be  averted  or  rrmcdii^  ii 
its  spirit.  Its  context  should  be  consulted  for  the  parpOM 
of  reconciling  end  conforming  its  construction  u  «eQ  to 
what  fellows,  as  to  what  precedes  it,  in  the  same  ioilni- 
ment.  Let  us  apply  these  rules  of  constructioD  to  thi 
clause  under  consideration. 

And  first  as  to  its  letter:  '<  When  vacancin bsppen.' 
Of  vacancies,  I  will  premise,  there  are  two  kinds,  periodi- 
cal and  casual.  A  periodical  vacancy  is  one  created  bf 
the  constitution,  or  by  laws  made  in  pursuance  thenoC 
It  is  caused  by  the  foreseen  and  foreknown  efflux  of  time- 
by  the  expiration  of  a  pre-ordained  term  of  service.  Tin 
is  a  vacancy,  which,  capable  of  being  foreseen,  ca&be|xo- 
vidcd  against  by  law.  The  other  is  a  vacancy  vhick 
'*  happens** — which  is  the  result  of  accident — ^whichQocx- 
pectedly  occurs — which,  in  short,  is  occasioned  by  denb, 
resignation,  expulsion,  or  other  casualty.  To  proviiii^ 
temporarily,  for  filling  vacancies  of  the  latter  kinJ,  ii  of 
the  resort  of  the  executive  department  of  a  State  goveni- 
ment. 

But  the  vacancies  must  not  only  happen,  but  "  hippo 
in  the  representation  from  a  State."  Representation  metn 
representatives  of  a  collective  body.  It  neceesariij  np* 
poses,  therefore,  a  pre-existing  body.  In  the  compoiitia 
of  representation,  representatives  are  essential  elemeoH 
There  must  be  representatives  from  a  State,  before  tbcN 
can  be  a  vacancy  in  its  representation ;  and  a  vacancy  matf 
happen  in  its  representation,  before  <*' the  executive  aotb* 
ority  thereof  can  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacincy. 

Having  said  thus  much  in  relation  to  the  letter,  I  wl 
now  address  myself  to  the  spirit  of  the  clause  in  qoectioai 
In  constituting  a  legislative  body  for  the  Union,  the  cot' 
vention  ordained  that  it  should  consist  of  a  SeDole  ^ 
House  of  Representatives.  It  was  intended  that  the  Sefr 
ate  fehould  constitute  the  federative,  and  this  Hoax  tk 
reprcsentativf,  feature  of  the  new  Government.  Tbatik 
members  of  the  Senate  should  lie  the  exponents  of  Ibe  «8 
of  the  States  in  their  capacity  of  States,  without  reganlH 
population.  And  that  this  House  should  be  a  hoin<%e8» 
ous  body,  consisting  of  an  equal  and  uniform  repre«»* 
tion  of  the  people  of  the  States,  having  numbers  fori 
basis.  The  convention,  therefore,  keeping  these  oljf* 
in  view,  provided  that  Senators  should  be  chosen  by  tb 
Slate  Legislatures,  and  Representatives  by  the  peoples 
the  States,  at  such  tinges  and  places,  and  in  such  di&hdc 
as  the  Legislatures  thereof  might  prcftcribe.  Andiaoi 
der  to  guard  cfiectually  against  the  possible  omission  orif 
fusal  of  the  State  Legislatures  to  diKcharge  the  duties  tbfl 
enjoined,  an  ultimate  and  paramount  jurisdiction  vssooi 
ferred  on  Congress,  to  make  the  necessary  regulatiflt 
contingent  on  such  neglect  or  refusal.  If  it  had  been,  sO 
been  known  to  be,  by  the  convention,  that  members « 
Congress  would  be  beyond  the  reach  of  accident— tbi 
they  could  neither  die  nor  resign,  nor  be  removed  by  air 
other  casualty — that  vacancies,  other  than  those  caua 
by  lapse  of  time,  could  not  exist  in  either  House  of  Coo 
gresa,  would  the  power  of  filling  them  in  the  firstinitaoet 
or  of  providing  for  their  being  filled  in  the  other,  btv 
been  lodged  elsewhere  than  with  the  State  Legisla'i"* 
No  necessity  would  have  existed,  of  providing  agaiaal  ti 
cancies  that  could  not  happen.  The  convention  knen 
however,  that  membership  carried  with  it  no  talisoanl 
exemption  from  the  coniroon  accidents  of  humanity,  as 
that  vacancies  might  and  would  happen,  pending  the  w 
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ion  of  Coiigre#f,  and  duriog  the  recess  of  the  State  Lagis- 
htans.  It  waj,  therefore,  wisely  ordained  that  the  Gov- 
cpor  ihould  bold  in  his  hands  a  provisirmal  remedy  ;  to 
be  ezerciied,  however,  in  strict  sabordinatioa  to  the  laws 
of  the  Slates. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  mischief  intended  to  be  re- 
naditd  was  tbe  prevention  of  vacancies,  however  occa- 
nooeJ ;  whether  by  lapse  of  time,  or  by  casualty  ;  whether 
by  the  neglect  of  the  Legi^luture  to  create  a  representation, 
or  b;  a  vacancy  happening  in  the  representation  when 
cTBited.    To  which  I  reply,   that  such  could  not  be  the 
ftctin  rplatii^n  to  periodical  vacancies;  because,  1st.  It  is 
cootrary,  as  1  have  Hhown,  to  the  plain  import  of  the  words 
employed  in  conferring  the  power.  2d.  Because  two  rem- 
edies bad  already  been   provided   against  periodical  va- 
ttaamy  vti:  the  legislative  authority  of  the  States,  and, 
DftitDaiely,  of  X^ongress.     And,  3d.  Because  the  mode  of 
•ierei«iiig  the  jurisdiction  thus  conferred  was  left,  ezcla- 
liveiy,  to  tbe  discretion  of  those  IxMJies.     I  reply,  further, 
ibat  (he  Governor,  even  conceding  him  the  power,  could 
not  eierdse  it  in  derogation  of  an  existing  law  of  the  State, 
V  of  the  General  Government.     The  delegation  of  the 
power  to  the  Scatc  Legislatures  and  to  Congress  is  express 
tnd  oncqaivocal — to  ibe  Governor,  at  best,  implied  and 
^btfui ;  and  when   an  express  power  comes  in  contact 
with  an  implied  one,  no  doubt  can  arise  as  to  which  should 
yield. 

I  infer,  moreover,  that  the  construction  for  which  I  con- 
Ind  is  tbe  true  one,  because  it  was  the  evident  iotention 
rf  the  convention  to  commit  the  regulation  of  elections  to 
ie  guardianship  of  law  :  in  order  that  the  times,  places. 
Bid  manner  of  them  might  be  so  arranged  as  to  insure  no- 
Mcty,  and  lo  consult  the  convenience  and  conform  to  the 
■bits  of  the  constiti:ent  body.  Whereas  the  power,  if 
Ipiifided  to  executive  dl^tcrction,  might  be  exercised  cnpri- 
|Msly  and  oppressively,  and  perverted  to  sinister  political 
hVpOMs,  by  giving  short  and  inadequate  notices  as  to 
'the  tiiDC:./*  by  making  inconvenient  selections  of  <*  the 
iacee,"  and  by  substituting,  for  the  accustomed  **man- 
w"  soaie  new  and  unusual  device,  foreign  to  the  habi- 
Ddeg  of  tbe  people. 

But  ii  itf,  likewise,  a  sound  and  established  rule  of  con- 
Iniction,  that  each  clause  of  an  ini>trumcnt  should  be  in- 
ipretcd  in  reference  to  its  context.  So  that,  while  full 
Krgy  is  imparted  to  the  power  conferred  by  a  particular 
tatue,  it  may  be  exerted  without  encroachment  on,  or  col- 
nm  with,  the  powers  elsewhere  vested  by  the  remaining 
luses.  The  construction  for  which  1  contend,  in  the 
Naent  instance,  ie  in  strict  conformity  with  this  rule. 
kablish  it,  and  no  collision  can  possibly  arise  between 
ie  legislative  and  executive  departments  of  a  State  Gov- 
nmenL  Harmony  will  be  «•  the  full  effect  and  joint  re- 
dt  of  all."  The  Legiblature  will  have  discharged  its 
ity  of  prcscribljig  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  hold- 
i  the  election.  A  representation  will,  thereby,  have 
»n  created,  and  a  vacancy  have  happened  in  that  repre- 
nlati:n.  The  Governor,  therefore,  in  issuing  writs  to 
liucU  vacancies,  cannot  interfere  with  the  law,  because 
I  election  will  have  been  held  in  conformity  with  the  law, 
d  the  time  of  holding  the  election,  as  prescribed  by  law, 
ill  hav«  passed  away. 

The  contrary  construction  tends  to  produce  conflict  and 
UisioQ  between  the  legislative  and  executive  authorities 
a  State.  It  allirms  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Governor 
origiaal  and  paramount,  not  contingent  and  subordinate, 
the  legislative  authority.  It  makes  an  edict  of  the  Ex- 
otive  more  authoritative  and  potential  than  a  positive  en- 
tment  of  law.  For  if  it  l>e  within  the  pale  of  his  powers 
provide  fur  filling  periodical  vacancies,  it  is  his  impera- 
•  duty  to  do  80— for  **  ahair  is  the  language  of  the 
Bstitution — whenever  a  vacancy  exists.  Let  us  examine 
io  the  practical  eflfects  of  this  doctrine.     Vacancies  of 


this  kind  exist  in  many  of  the  Sutes  of  this  Union,  during 
several  months  succeeding  the  expiration  of  every  congres- 
sional term.  It  would  follow,  then,  that  the  Governor  not 
only  had  the  power,  but  was  in  duty  bound,  whenever 
such  vacancies  occurred,  to  suspend  tbe  law  of  the  State, 
and  substitute  a  regulation  of  his  own  in  its  stead.  But 
if,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  he  were  to  advance  a 
pretension  so  absurd,  and  attempt  to  carry  it  out  in  prac- 
tice, he  would  be  deemed  more  worthy  of  being  endued  in 
a  strait  jacket,  than  of  being  clothed  with  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive authority  of  a  sovereign  State.  And  yet  of  this 
absurdity  must  he  be  convicted,  who  contends  for  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Governor  over  cases  of  periodical  va- 
cancy ! 

In  the  interpretation  which  I  have  given  of  the  clausa 
under  consideration,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  remarked  that 
I  do  not  rely  only,  or  mainly,  on  the  philological  significa- 
tion of  the  word  **  happen,**  or  of  any  other  word  isolated 
and  torn  from  its  context ;  but  upon  the  plain  sense  and 
meaning  of  the  entire  clause,  giving  due  force  and  effect 
to  its  governing  and  restraining  members,  and  taken  in 
connexion  with  other  provisions  of  the  constitution,  to 
which  it  is  subordinate,  and  of  which  it  is  the  temporary 
and  contingent  substitute. 

The  construction  for  which  I  contend  is  in  conformity 
with  contemporaneous  expositions  made  of  it  in  the  State 
conventions  by  which  tbe  constitution  was  ratified,  and 
with  the  uniform  practice  of  the  State  Governments,  under 
that  instrument,  from  the  date  of  its  adoption  to  iho  pre- 
sent time.  The  annals  of  our  past  history  will  be  ransack- 
ed in  vain  for  a  precedent  showing  that  the  Governor  of  a 
State  has  ever  directed  an  election  to  be  held  for  filling  a 
periodical  vacancy  in  this  House ;  much  less  of  exercising 
such  a  power  in  abrogation  of  a  constitutional  law  of  the 
State. 

[Here  Mr.  Maurt  referred  to,  and  commented  on, 
several  cases  which  happened  in  the  Senate,  in  which  the 
construction  contended  for  by  him  was  distinctly  recog- 
nised.] 

But  it  may  be  said  that,  in  the  case  before  us,  the  va- 
cancy was  created  by  the  act  of  the  President  in  convening 
Congress,  and  that  that  was  a  casualty  which  could  not 
have  been  foreseen  and  provided  against ;  inasmuch  as  the 
President  himself,  if  we  are  to  credit  his  own  avouchment, 
did  not  anticipate  it  eight  days  before  it  happened.  To 
which  I  reply  that  the  vacancy  commenced  to  exist  on  the 
4  th  of  March  last,  three  months  anterior  to  the  date  of  the 
proclamation.  The  constitution  limits  the  term  of  service 
of  Representatives  to  two  years.  Congress  having  as- 
sembled, for  the  first  time,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1789^ 
the  official  existence  of  the  members  of  its  representative 
branch,  expiree  on  the  same  day  of  every  alternate  con- 
secutive year.  The  vacancy,  therefore,  commences  on  the 
4th  of  March  saoceeding  the  dissolution  of  every  Congrees. 

But  even  conceding  to  the  State  Executives  the  power 
of  providing,  by  writ,  for  the  filling  of  periodical  vacancies. 
still  it  cannot  be  exercised  in  derogation  of  an  existing 
statute,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  regulating 
elections.  A  statute  thus  enacted  becomes  part  and  parcel 
of  the  constitutional  provision  commanding  its  enactment. 
While  unrepealed,  it  is  quite  as  obligat<^y,  it  is  as  much 
the  law  of  the  land,  as  the  constitution  itself.  Yet  the 
construction  contended  for,  in  the  present  instance,  involves 
the  absurdity  of  supposing  that  the  Governor  of  Mississippi 
could,  through  the  mere  instrumentality  of  writs  of  elec- 
tion, annul  and  abrogate  a  law  of  that  State,  tbe  constitu- 
tionality of  which  stands  unquestioned  and  unquestionable  f 
or  rather  that  this  House  can,  by  construction,  and  assumed 
legal  intendment,  impart  lo  the  Governor's  writ  this  po- 
tential efiicacy:  for  the  Governor  himself,  on  grounds 
I  however  erroneous,  has  endeavored^ to  conform  his  writ  to 
the  requisitioas  of  the  law. 
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I  have  thus  attempted  to  prove,  and  I  think  succeeded 
in  proving — 

1st.  That  it  is  made  imperative  upon  the  State  Legisla- 
tures to  pass  laws  regulating  elections  for  Representatives 
to  Congress. 

2d,  That  in  the  event  of  the  failure,  on  the  part  of  those 

bodies,  to  discharge  this  duty,  or  so  to  discharge  it  as  to 

^accomplish  the  object  intended,  authority  is  vested,  not  in 

the  executive  department  of  a  State,  hut  in  Congress,  « to 

make  or  alter  such  regulations." 

3d.  That  the  rightful  jurisdiction  of  the  Governor  of  a 
State  extends  to  cases  only  where  vacancies  happen  in  the 
representation  created  by  law. 

4th.  That  even  admitting  bis  jurisdiction  to  extend  to 
all  cases  of  vacancy,  periodical  or  otherwise,  he  cannot  ex- 
ercise it  in  contravention  of  law. 

And,  5th.  That  the  Legislature  of  Misfiissippi  having 
discharged  its  constitutional  duty,  the  Governor  of  that 
State  could  not,  by  writ,  nor  can  this  House,  by  resolu« 
tion,  suspend  or  annul  one  iota  of  its  provisions. 

These  positions  having  been  established,  the  inference 
is  irresistible,  that  the  sitting  members  are  not  duly  elected 
members  of  this  House. 

Buty  Mr.  Speaker,  should  we  pass  the  resolution  now 
under  consideration,  what  will  be  the  consequences  ?  The 
■herifiii  in  the  respective  counties  of  Mississippi  are  sworn 
to  execute  the  laws  of  that  State.  One  of  those  laws 
provides  that  an  election  for  Representatives  to  this  body 
shall  be  held  in  November  next.  They  will  be  bound  to 
bold  it  by  the  obligation  of  their  oaths  of  office.  Suppose 
that,  at  the  election  thus  to  be  held.  Representatives  other 
than  the  sitting  members  shall  be  chosen ;  and  that,  at 
the  next  regular  session  in  December,  they  should  present 
themselves  before  us,  holding  in  one  hand  credentials  con- 
forming in  ev«y  respect  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  law, 
and  in  the  other  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  law  of  Mississippi  regulating  elections  made  in  pursu- 
ance thereof,  and  demand-  admission  on  this  floor  as  the 
rightful  Representatives  of  the  people  of  that  State :  Will 
you,  can  you,  refuse  them  1  If  you  do,  sir,  I  venture  to 
predict  that  the  act  of  refusal  will  be  without  sequel,  as  it 
is  without  precedent ;  that  it  will  stand  out,  in  all  time  to 
come,  isolated  and  alone,  a  beacon  of  avoidance,  not  an 
example  for  imitation. 

In  oonclusioD,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  lesolution  reported  on  behalf  of  a  majority  of 
the  committee : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  '<  Resolved,"  and  insert, 
"  That  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson,  not  having  been 
duly  elected  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  25th  Congress,  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  are  not 
entitled  to  seats  upon  this  floor  as  such. 
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SubtUmee  of  Mr,  Sladx^s  remarks  in  the  House  of  Repre" 
sentaiivee  of  the  United  StiUes,  on  the  Mistianppi  con- 
teated  election. 

The  question  in  this  case  is  presented  for  discussion  up- 
on the  following  state  of  facts.  The  term  of  office  of  the 
members  in  the  24th  Congress  from  the  State  of  Mississip- 
pi, expired  on  the  3d  of  March  last.  The  standing  law  of 
that  State,  "regulating  elections,"  provides  thai  the  Rep- 
resentatives to  Congress  shall  be  elected  on  the  first  Mon- 
day and  day  following  in  November  biennially,  commenc- 
ing with  the  year  1833.  Vacancies,  therefore,  existed  in  the 
representation  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  commencing  on 
the  4th  of  March  last,  which  could  not  bo  filled,  under  the 
election  law  of  that  State,  until  the  day  following  the  first 
Mondsy  of  November  next.  The  President  having,  in  the 
meantime,  called  an  extra  session  of  Congress,  to  be  holden 
before  the  first  Monday  of  November,  (he  Governor  of  Mis- 


sissippi, for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  vacancies,  ind  n* 
curing  a  representation  of  that  State  in  Congresi  at  the  ex- 
tra session,  issued,  on  the  18th  of  June  last,  writs  of  elec- 
tion, reciting  the  call  of  the  extra  session,  and  the  fiwt  rf 
the  vacancies,  and  requiring  the  sheriffii  of  die  several  cood- 
ties  to  hold  elections  on  the  3d  Monday  and  tlaj  foUowing 
in  July,  "  for  two  representatives  to  Congress  to  fill  said  va- 
cancy, until  superseded  by  the  members  to  be  elected  at  tin 
next  regular  election  on  the  first  Monday  and  day  follow, 
ing  in  November."  The  election  was  holden  in  panaaooe 
of  the  writs  thus  issued,  and  thereupon  the  sitting  mem- 
hers  [Messrs.  Claibokki  and  Gholsoh]  were  elected. 
This  election  having  been  submitted  to  the  ComodUee 
of  Elections,  they  have  reported  the  following  retola- 
tion: 

"Resolved,  That  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  Y-  H. 
Claiborne  are  elected  members  to  the  25th  Congreaa,  and  at 
such  are  entitled  to  their  seats." 

Under  this  report,  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborae  Am 
seats  in  this  body,  not  merely  until  the  day  following  tbe 
first  Monday  of  November  next,  but  for  the  whole  duTBtion 
of  the  Congress,  terminating  on  the  3d  of  March,  1839. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  contended  that  there  hasbeenno 
election  agreeably  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  that  the  returned  members  are  not  entitled  to  Mats  for 
any  portion  of  the  duration  uf  the  25th  Congress. 

I  do  not  (said  Mr.  S.)  agree  to  either  of  these  pontioM.- 
I  believe  that  the  returned  members  have  been  dulj  elected; 
not,  however,  for  the  entire  duration  of  the  25th  Congrefl» 
but  until  the  day  following  the  first  Monday  of  November 
next,  that  being,  as  I  think,  the  termination  of  the  fu^ 
cies  which  commenced  on  the  4th  of  March  last. 

Those  who  maiotain  that  there  has  been  no  legal  el» 
tion,  do  it  mainly  on  the  ground  that  the  case  does  b4 
come  within  that  clause  of  the  constitution  of  the  Umiel 
States  which  provides  for  the  filling  of  vacancies  in  tin 
representation  in  Congress,  inasmuch  as  that  provides  tMl 
**  when  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  fron  b4 
State,  the  executive  authority  theieof  shall  issue  writs fl 
election  to  fill  such  vacancies."  It  is  contended  that  tU 
vacancies  in  this  case  have  not  ''happened."  Itif  adoitf 
ted  that  there  were  *'  vacancies,"  but  that,  having  ocoind 
in  consequence  of  the  regular  expiration  of  a  congreisioarf 
term,  Ihey  did  not  "happen**  within  the  meaning o(tfcl 
constitution,  and  therefore  could  not  be  filled  under  tU 
clause  of  the  constitution  authorizing  the  filling  of  vans' 
cies. 

In  seeking  for  a  just  construction  of  this  claose  of  th 
constitution,  it  is  proper  to  inquire  what  was  the  olgerta 
it.  Manifestly  it  was  to  secure  a  full  representation  oftltf 
people.  A  continued  vscancy  was  the  evil  to  be  avoidd 
The  manner  in  which  it  should  take  place,  was,  from  th 
nature  of  the  case,  an  incidental  and  subordinate  considtf 
ation.  The  filling  of  the  vacancy  was  the  great  objrd 
and  when  the  framers  of  the  constitution  undertook  to  toA 
provision  for  it,  the  manner  in  which  the  vacancy  ^oofc 
occur  is  not  to  be  presumed  to  have  entered  ditftioctly  inW 
their  contemplation.  If  that  had  been  deemed  materiilt 
and  so  material  as  that  the  great  question  whether  a  vactf 
cy  was  or  was  not  to  be  filled,  and  the  people  were  or  wen 
not  to  be  represented  in  this  body,  was  to  depend  eotirel] 
upon  the  manner  in  which  the  vacany  occurred,  it  n  i» 
credible  that  more  explicit  language  than  the  word  kappt* 
should  not  have  been  used.  If  the  distinction  now  cod* 
tended  for  had  entered  into  the  conceptions  of  the  fTitD« 
of  the  constitution,  it  wuuld  have  been  indicated  by  apprO' 
priate  language,  such  as  <<  when  vacancies  bappeu  frj 
deaths  resignation^  or  other  unforeseen  occurrence"  Neith 
er  these,  however,  nor  any  other  qualifying  terms  were** 
ployed ;  but  a  general  and  familiar  term  was  used  wiihoa' 
qualification — a  term  which  may,  indeed,  mean  the  occQF 
icnce  of  an  event  by  chance,  or  the  intervention  of  sow 
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infomeen  cause,  when  the  connexion  eyidently  suggesti 
neb  a  meaniDg,  but  which,  in  its  general  and  popular  use, 
!oei  not  neeessarily  bear  such  a  signification. 

To  show,  however,  that  snch  must  he  its  meaning,  the 
iDthoffty  of  lexicographers  has  been  introduced.  We 
nm  last  evening  forniiihed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Misoir,]  with  a  definition  firom  Johnson,  favoring  the 
liprification  contended  for.  Bat,  sir,  this  U  a  qnestion  which 
I  not  to  be  condosively  settled  by  dictionaries.  There  are 
diades  of  meaning  to  numerous  words  in  our  language,  de- 
MMling  on  the  various  connexions  in  which  they  are  used, 
vfaich  no  dictionaries  accurately  describe,  but  in  regard  to 
rhiefa,  plain  common  sense  will  seldom  be  mistaken.  Such 
I  the  present  case.  Let  a  man  of  good  common  sense 
!ike  up  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  read 
bit  <' when  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from 
mj  State,  the  executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs 
)f  election  to  fill  such  vacancies,*' and  what  will  be  his 
ht  impressions  ? — especially  when  he  finds  that  this  is 
ke  only  provision  for  filling  vacancies  and  securing  to  the 
Mple  dis  full  enjoyment  of  the  great  fundamental  right 
if  repmentation.  Will  he  search  for  a  restricted  mean- 
B|  to  the  word  "happen,"  which  shall  manifestly  defeat 
be  great  purpose  of  the  provision  in  regard  to  a  large 
•Im  of  cases  which  cannot  he  supposed  to  have  been  un- 
DKnen  by  the  frairers  of  the  constitution  ?  Will  he  not 
lAer  fbd  deeply  impressed  upon  the  whole  context,  the 
kk  that  all  vacancies,  however  occurring,  were  intended 
tU  provided  for  ? 

Iidmit  that  violence  must  not  be  done  to  language  for 
kparpoaeof  giving  it  a  scope  which  shall  embrace  cases 
Named  to  have  been  within  the  contemplation  of  those, 
io  used  it  If  it  clearly  and  undeniably  means  one  thing, 

■  that  only,  no  intendment,  however  beneficial  or  necea- 
WJi  mast  be  permitted  to  enlarge  its  meaning.     But  is 

■  meaning  of  the  word  happen  in  this  case  so  clearly 
U  xMdemably  whut  is  contended  for  by  the  objectors  to 
M  validity  of  the  election  ?  Far  from  it.  The  very  au- 
P"ty  which  baa  been  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
wwi  that  it  is  not ;  for  among  the  varieties  of  significa- 
M  which  it  gives  to  the  word  happen,  I  find  the  fullow- 
jJ^'^To  fall  out — ^to  chance— fo  come  to  pass,'*  The 
■iBcies  in  the  present  case  have  not,  it  is  true,  fallen 
^  by  chance — having  been  produced  neither  by  death, 
Npttion,  DOT  any  other  unforeseen  occurrence.  But  they 
*n  "  come  to  pass*'  by  the  operation  of  two  established 
wi;  the  one  termanating  the  exiatence  of  the  24th  Con- 

E[OD  the  3d  of  March  last,  and  the  other  fixing  the 
ion  in  Mississippi  for  the  succeeding  Congress  in  No- 
JJjJw  next.  Surely,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  opponents  of  this 
"Blion  cannot  contend  that  the  word  happen  is  clearly 
M  undeniably  reatrieted  to  a  mere  contingency ;  and 
^foie  they  have  no  right  to  insist  on  a  meaning  in  this 
*K  which  shall  fail  to  carry  out  the  obvious  intent  of  the 
*[«»  of  the  Constitution.  But  if  the  construction  for 
^  I  contend  Were  less  certain ;  if  it  were  doubtful 
^Min  happen  means  the  one  thing  or  the  other,  the  ar- 
■Bent  would  still  be  conclusive  in  favor  of  the  election. 
Jjw  Wi  doubts  to  be  regarded  in  a  case  like  this  t  Pavor- 
Hfi  beyond  all  question,  to  the  rights  of  the  people — the 
"^t  object  intended  to  be  secured  by  the  provision  in 
**on.  What  is  the  rule  in  the  case  of  a  common 
'>nt1  That  the  grantee  shall  have  the  benefit  of  all 
*Qbtt  arising  upon  the  construction  of  the  terms  of  the 
^1^  Thus  a  grant  of  franchises  from  a  king  to  his 
*l«ts  would  be  construed  liberally  in  favor  of  the  sub- 
^^  It  is  true  here  is  no  grant;  bnt  there  is  a  reservation 
^fight  to  the  people  for  a  great  and  valuable  purpose ;  and 
BiUsndments  should  be  in  favor  of  the  full  and  free  en- 
*T»ent  of  this  right. 

>  bave  said  that  the  construction  in  cases  of  doubt  should 
••och  as  to  secure  the  purpose  of  the  grant.     What  that 


purpose  is  has  been  well  described,  in  an  analogous  case, 
by  Mr.  Wirt,  while  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  year  1 823,  the  question  arose  whether  the  Presi- 
dent could,  under  the  authority  to  fill  vacancies  happening 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  fill  a  vacancy  which  oc- 
rnrred  during  the  session  of  that  body,  but  which,  not  hav- 
ing been  filled  by  it,  remained  vacant  after  its  adjournment. 
Upon  the  submission  of  this  question  to  him  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Wirt  decided,  that  the  vacancy  happened^  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  constitution  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  though  originally  occurring  before  its  adjourn- 
ment ;  and  that  therefore  the  President  might  properly  fill 
it.     In  giving  this  opinion  he  said  : 

*'The  substantial  purpose  of  the  constitution  was,  to 
keep  these  offices  filled ;  and  powers  adequate  to  this  pur- 
pose were  intended  to  be  conveyed.  But  if  the  President 
shall  not  have  the  power  to  fill  a  vacancy  thus  circum- 
stanced, the  powers  are  inadequste  to  the  puqiose,  and  the 
substance  of  the  constitution  will  be  sacrificed  to  a  dubious 
construction  of  its  letter.  •  •  •  This  seems  to  me  to 
be  the  onl]^  construction  of  the  constitution  which  is  com- 
patihle  with  its  spirit,  reason,  and  purpose,  while  at  the 
same  time  it  offers  no  violence  to  its  language ;  and  these, 
I  think,  are  the  governing  points  to  which  all  sound  construc- 
tion looks.  The  opposite  construction  is,  perhaps,  mora 
strictly  consonant  with  the  mere  letter.  But  it  overlooks  the 
spirit,  reason,  and  purpose ;  and,  like  all  constructions  merely 
literal,  its  tendency  is  to  defeat  the  substantial  meaning  of 
the  instrument,  and  so  produce  the  most  embarrassing  in- 
conveniences. " 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  submit  whether  there  is  a  single 
reason  for  the  decision  of  Mr.  Wirt  in  the  case  cited,  which 
does  not  apply  to  the  case  before  us  ?  Is  it  not,  in  fact, 
more  important  that  his  construction  should  be  adopted  in 
this  case  than  in  thati  That  was  the  case  of  a  vacancy  in 
a  mere  coUectorship.  This  in  the  representation  of  the 
people  in  the  most  important  legislative  assembly  in  the 
country.  If  it  might,  in  that  case  be  said,  surely  it  may 
be  in  this,  that  <*the  opposite  construction  overlooks 
the  spirit,  reason,  and  purpose"  of  the  constitution,  and 
tends  to  *'  defeat  the  substantial  meaning  of  the  instru- 
ment." 

Having  thus,  as  I  trust,  shown  that  there  was  a  varnncy 
in  the  representation  of  Mississippi  which  might  be  consti- 
tutionally filled  by  a  special  election  holden  under  the  call 
of  <<  the  Executive  authority  thereof,"  the  question  arises — 
what  was  the  vacancy  to  be  filled  1 

It  is  contended  that  the  vacancy  to  be  filled  was  the 
representation  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  the  entire 
term  of  the  the  25th  Congress,  and  therefore,  although  the 
freemen  of  that  State  were  required  by  the  Governor  **  to 
fill  the  vacancy  until  superseded  by  the  members  to  be 
elected**  in  November  next,  yet,  that  the  returned  mem- 
bers were,  in  fsct,  elected  for  tbe  term  of  two  years  from 
the  .3d  of  March  last. 

What  was  the  legal  limit  of  the  vacancy  1  is  the  ques- 
tion. Independent  of  any  constitutional  provision  it  had 
no  limit ;  that  is,  there  was  an  absence  of  all  future  repre- 
sentation from  that  Slate.  But  this  perpetual  vacancy  was 
limited  by  the  constitution — that  instrument  providing  that 
elections  of  members  of  Congress  shall  take  place  '*  every 
second  year."  Tbe  same  constitution,  however,  let  it  be 
remembered,  also  provides  that  "the  times,  places,  and 
manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legislature 
thereof."  When,  therefore,  a  State,  in  pursuance  of  this 
provision,  prescribes  tbe  time  for  electing  its  representa- 
tives in  Congress,  and  that  time  ia  after  the  occurrence  of 
a  vacancy  by  the  expiration  of  a  previous  Congress,  it 
manifestly  becomes  the  limit  of  the  vacancy,  so  far  as  re- 
I  speets  the  power  of  filling  it  by  a  special  election.  No 
other  construction,  it  seems  to  me,  can  satisfy  the  plain  in- 
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tent  and  meaning  of  the  constitution.  That  intent  evi- 
dently is,  that  the  extraordinary  instrumentality  of  execu- 
tive writs  of  election  thall  be  employed  only  to  supply  the 
defect  of  permanent  law.  It  must  therefore  be  used,  not  to 
supersede  such  law,  but  to  supply  its  omissions. 

The  law  of  Mississippi,  moreover,  is  peremptory.  The 
elections  for  representatives  to  Congress ^Aa//  beholden  on 
the  firsi  Monday  and  day  following  in  November,  bienni- 
ally, commencing  with  the  year  1833.  The  law  thus  per- 
emptory, evidently  should  not  be  superseded  by  special 
writs  of  election  to  be  issued  by  the  Governor,  unless  such 
effect  is  given  to  the  writs  by  a  plain  and  express  provis- 
ion of  the  constitution — ^a  provision  whidi  it  is  not  pre- 
tended exists  in  the  case  before  us. 

It  thus  seems  to  me  manifest  that  the  legal  limit  to  the 
vacancy,  in  reference  to  the  power  of  filling  it  by  fecial 
election,  was  the  time  whe^  the  election  of  representatives 
to  the  25lh  Congress  was  to  take  place,  accoiding  to  the 
standing  law  of  Mississippi,  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
tame  constitution  under  which  the  special  election,  in  this 
case,  was  holden. 

Such,  it  seems,  was  the  view  taken  of  the  subject  by  the 
Governor  of  Mississippi  when  ho  restricted  the  time  for 
which  the  vacancy  was  U  be  filled  by  the  special  elec- 
tion. I 

But  this  restriction,  say  the  Committee  of  Elections  in 
their  report,  was  surplusage.  *' Reject  this  as  surplus- 
age,  (say  they,)  then  the  writ  is  good,  and  the  objection 
amounts  to  nothing.*'  Suppose  it  be  rejected  as  surplus- 
age. Can  this  alter  the  legnl  effect  of  the  special  elec- 
tion? Suppose  the  Governor  had  required  the  freemen  of 
Mississippi  lo  elect  two  representatives  to  Congress  with- 
out restriction.  Would  this  have  superseded  all  the  re- 
strictions imposed  by  the  constitution,  and  the  law  of  Mis- 
sissippi, made  in  pursuance  of  iti  Can  the  Governor  of  a 
State,  by  any  omist^ion  or  addition,  give  an  effect  to  an 
election  which  the  constitution  and  law  do  not  give  1 
Surely  no  one  will  contend  for  this.  None  will  venture  to 
maintain  that  the  Governor  of  a  State,  when  he  has  ordered 
an  election,  can,  either  by  fraud  or  mistake,  deprive  the 
people  of  their  constitutional  rights  in  regard  to  it.  If 
by  <<  surplusage"  the  committee  mean  that  the  Governor's 
limitation  was  unnecessary,  they  mean  precisely  what  I 
contend  for.  If  they  mean  that  it  was  illegal  and  uncon- 
stitutional, they  assume  what  they  ought  to  prove.  And 
this  is  evidently  what  they  do  mean.  ''Reject  it  as  sur- 
plusage, and  the  writ  is  good,  and  the  objection  amounts 
to  nothing."  That  is,  assume  that,  in  the  face  of  the  law 
of  Mississippi,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  the  election  for  the  two  regular  sessions  of 
the  25lh  Congress  was  not  to  take  place  in  November  next, 
but  that  it  might  be  entirely  superseded  by  the  Governor, 
upon  the  occasion  of  ordering  a  special  election  for  a  special 
session,  and  all  difficulties  are  at  once  removed — the  writ 
becomes  a  valid  warrant  for  an  election  fur  the  entire  25th 
Congress,  and  the  objection  amounts  to  nothing !  This 
certainly  is  a  very  convenient  and  labor-saving  method  of 
di;»posing  of  a  constitutional  difficulty,  and^iving  seats  to 
two  members  on  this  fiour,  for  a  term  which  was  entirely 
beyond  the  contemplation  of  the  people  who  elected 
them. 

Lot  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  briefiy  suggest  another  argument 
in  favor  of  the  construction  for  which  I  contend.  Eleven 
States  of  the  Union  have  fixed  the  elections  of  their  mem- 
bers of  Congress  at  periods  subsequent  to  the  expiration  of 
the  Congress  next  previous  to  that  for  which  they  are  to 
he  elected ;  and  these  eleven  States  return  78  members  to 
this  House — about  one-third  of  the  whole  number.  Now 
what  construction  have  they  given  to  the  clause  of  the 
constitution  which  mukes  provision  for  tilling  vacancies  1 
They  have  all  declared  that  elections  shall  take  plnce  at 
times  subsequent  to  the  3d  of  March  in  the  year  in  which 


the  congressional  term  commences.  They  have  done  it 
in  full  view  of  the  possibility  that  there  may  be,  u  than 
has  been  this  year,  a  necessity  for  an  earlier  meeting  af 
Congress,  and  tha^  therefore,  seventy -eight  memberiof 
Congress  might  be  elected  under  special  writs  issoedbj 
the  Governors.  Nor  have  they  made  any  proviiioni  tbit 
such  special  elections  shall  supersede  the  operatioo  of  thar 
standing  laws.  Is  the  construction  thus  practically  pva 
to  the  constitution  by  nearly  half  the  States  i&  the  I'niia 
to  be  disregarded  1 

But  the  Governors  of  the  States,  it  should  be  reisen- 
bered,  are  not  restricted  in  iesuing  their  wriuofelectioD 
to  fill  yacancies,  to  the  case  of  a  necessity  for  a  ^Mciil 
session  of  Congress.  Vacancies  exist  on  the  4th  rf 
March,  in  all  the  States  in  which  elections  have  not  bees 
previously  holden,  which  may  be  forthwith  filled  by  orden 
of  the  Governors,  under  the  general  power  to  order  eb* 
tions  to  fill  vacancies,  and  who  may  th\is  obtain  ipcMJ 
elections  for  the  entire  Congress,  although  the  time  in  ib 
meeting  should  not  occur  till  alter  the  iimet prmdtilfi 
law  for  the  elections.  The  power  of  filling  victoeies 
provided  for  in  the  constitution,  merely  for  the  purpoe  ci 
meeting  extraordinary  emergencies,  may  thai,  to  gradi] 
the  caprice,  or  subserve  the  party  purposes  of  a  GoTeniVi 
be  made  to  supersede  the  standing  elec)ioD  hvi  (tf  i 
State. 

It  is  no  answer  to  thi^  argument  to  say  thattbsOor* 
ernors  wonld  not  thus  abuse  their  power.  It  is  eoooglitl 
say  that  they  have  the  power,  upon  the  censtnictioD  cm 
tended  for.  It  is  no  republican  doctrine  that  a  dugmi 
power  may  be  safely  admitted  to  exist  upon  the  prenil 
tion  that  it  will  not  be  abused.  The  security  of  the  pH 
^  pie's  rights  is  not  to  be  left  to  such  frail  safe-guardiutlM 
I  admit,  indeed,  that  tl^e  danger  of  an  abmeofposi 
must  be  directly  met  where  the  power  is  clearly  bdi)  0 
deniably  conferred.  But  where  its  existence,  as,ini 
present  case,  is,  to  say  the  least,  doubtful,  the  argana 
from  its  probable  abuse  is  to  be  allowed  great  «^ 
against  its  existence. 

The  construction  for  which  I  contend,  avoids  the  M 
ger  of  an  abuse  of  power  by  the  Governor.  It  gi^(l 
e0ect  to  the  standing  election  laws  of  thos^  Sutet  whii 
have  provided  for  elections  after  the  commenceiDeol  of  4 
congressional  terms,  while  it  supplies  the  wtnt  of  etri 
elections  in  all  the  cases  in  which  such  elrctiont  miyl 
required  to  give  the  people  a  full  representatioa  ia  Cs 
gross  at  such  early  extra  sessions  as  the  public  exig<Di!i 
may  xequire. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  attempted  to  show: 

That  the  vacancies  **  happened^  on  the  4th  of  Mm 
in  the  representation  from  Mississippi  within  the  mesoH 
of  the  constitution. 

That  those  vacancies  were  limited  in  their  daratioa,  I 
by  the  termination  of  the  25ih  Congress,  but  by  ths  tu 
when  the  election  is  to  take  place  under  the  standioi  H 
of  the  Stale  of  Mississippi ;  and 

That  the  returned  members  (Messrs.  Gholson  sod  Cli 
borne)  have  been  duly  elected  to  fill  those  vacancies  * 
are,  therefore,  entitled  to  hold  their  seau  until  an  ekcto 
of  members,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  law  of  the  Sk 
they  represent. 

If  the  construction  for  which  I  have  contended  ii  I 
sustained,  and  the  returned  members  are  admitted  to  M 
for  the  entire  term  of  the  25th  Congress,  it  will  not  so 
be  in  derogation  of  the  constitution  and  law,  bul^ 
manifestly  defeat  the  expectation  of  the  people  of  Mi* 
sippi,  who  were  led,  as  well  by  the  constilutjon  sod  It' 
as  by  tlie  express  terms  of  the  writs  of  election,  to  itgi 
the  vacancies  they  were  filling  as  terminating  «itht 
election  of  members  to  be  chosen  on  the  first  Monday  a 
day  following  in  Noveml»er,  1837,  and  not  on  the  3d  d 
of  March,  1839. 
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OcTOBXR  6,  1837. 

Mch  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Johnboit,  of  Maryland^  on 
Mr.  undenoood's  amendment  to  the  oill  to  limit  the 
Urn  far  issuing  Treasury  notes, 

Mr.  JoRKsoir  said  he  had  expreflsed  to  the  comuiittee 
liireaions  for  offering  the  amendment  which  had  been  re- 
Mterfy  and  vroald  not  repeat  them.     Bat  he  deeired  to  tay 
feir  words  upon  the  amendment  oflTered  by  the  gentleman 
romKcDlQcky,  (Mr.  Undkr-wood.) 
He  had  afrong  miagivinga  that  thia  bill  waa  the  baaia  of' 
Kttled  plan  to  make  the  issue  of  auch  notes  the  perroa- 
«Dt  policy  of  the  Government— to  atlocv  the  ^lecretary  of 
^Treaaary  to  iaaoe,  at  hia  diacretion,  notes  to  be  rtceiv- 
i  81  eorrency,  and  that  the  nation  waa  to  be  forced  into  a 
idtoiion  to  submit  to  it :  and  that  many  who  might  now 
(Opposed  to  sDch,  aa  the  fixed  policy  of  the  GoTernment, 
fiil  be  forced  into  a  aitnation,  ihat,  rather  than  tlsrow  off 
Dty  alleffiance,  will  submit  with  relactanee»   but  in  si- 
nce.   He  drew  this  inference  from  the  fact  that  the  com- 
ittee  rejected  the  amendment  which  he  had  ofiered,  limit- 
l|lhe  time  for  iasuing  the  Treasury  notes  to  two  years, 
bat  decision  convinced  him  that  it  is  not  Intended  as  a 
wore  of  temporary  reliefs  as  he  before  remarked,  but 
^thefaied poHey  of  the  Government, 
Soch  were  his  views,  sustained  by  the  vote  just  given, 
m)  bj  the  arguments  offered  by  the  friends  of  the  bill. 
Be  gpntleman,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
id  Means,   [Mr.    Cambkbleko,]   maintained   that  the 
lada  will  sell  above  par,  and  the  Government  be  depend- 
1 00  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.    Another  gentleman 
Ml  New  York,  who  advocated  the  bill  and  opposed  the 
Nndment,  said  that  they  wilt  be  aold  lielow  par.     Such 
I  the  convicting  views  which  the  opponents  of  the  amend- 
Hit  entertain.     How  can  they  be  reconciled  1     One  says 
^  will  sell  above,  the  other,  below  par !   And  the  chair- 
D  of  thd  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tells  68  the 
wemment  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
i  Stales,  if  di8conTi€r.ted  from  the  bank.     I  should  like 
ki,  or  some  other  gentleman,  entertaining  aimiiar  views, 
ttrplain  this  operation.     [Mr.  Cambbelbno  here  rose 
iaaid:  If  the  amendment  should  pass,  the  only  bidder 
vkl  be  the  bank,  and  it  would  purchase  the  bonda  and 
^Id  keep  the  Treasury  just  aa  it  was.     Judging  from 
Mhe  had  aeen,  it  would  afford  no  relief  to  the  Treasury, 
I  the  bank  would  be  the  only  purchaser  in  market.] 
Mr.  JoBH8o?r  said,  in  reply  to  this  statement,  he  was  as 
leh  in  the  dark  oa  he  was  before.     He  could  not  com- 
hend  the  force  of  this  reasoning.    All  that  the  opponents 
Ihe  amendment  say  is,  that  if  you  tlirow  the  stock  into 
^  narket,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  boy  it. 
ii  argument  haa   been  fully  answered  by  a  gentleman 
n  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattoit.]    If  the  bank  will  give  more 
A«  stock  than   any  other  bidder,  why  not  let  the  bank 
■•  iti    It  would   ao  far  benefit  the  Government:  the 
vemment  wants  money,  and  has  more  use  for  the  mo- 
'  then  for  the  bonds.     Have  those  gentlemen  the  ghost 
he  dead  bank  still  before  their  affrighted  imaginations  1 
^wiil  it  not,  like  Banqoo's  ghost,  down  at  their  bidding  1 
night  be  cursed  with  mental  obliquity,  but  he  would 
I  if  there  was  a  aingle  enlightened  mind  in  this  hall,  or 
of  it,  that  could  he  influenced  by  the  argumenta  which 
«  been  urged  against  th^  amendment  1     How  the  bank 
1  iDJore  the  Government,  if  it  ahould  purchase  these 
>da^  J  am  at  a  Iocs  to  comprehend. 
Is  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  both  on  the  grounds  of  its 
•titutionality  and  expediency.     But  had,   on  another 
ieion,  thrown  out  his  views,  and  would  not  repeat  them. 
^  very  able  and  eloquent  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
ia[Mr.  Lboars]  has  told  us,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  the  Gov- 
nent  has  power  to  issue  notes  for  a  bona  fide  purpose, 
I  with  a  bona  fide  intention  to  redeem  them.     I  must 


confess  there  is  much  obscurity  in  this  argument,  and  still 
greater  to  my  mind  in  its  application.  This  may  not  be 
the  fault  of  the  argument,  but  in  my  faculty  of  comprehen- 
sion. What  can  be  meant  by  a  bona  fide  purpose?  The 
gentlemon  admits  that  Government  has  no  power  to  issue 
paper  unless  prepared  to  redeem  it  in  specie.  In  that  sen- 
timent I  fully  concur.  But  the  omission  in  the  arguments 
of  the  gentlemen  who  urge  this  bill,  is  to  show — to  prove 
how  the  Government  will  be  able  to  redeem  their  notes  with 
specie.  The  truth  is,  these  gentlemen  know  that  the  Gov- 
ernment cannot  redeem  their  notes  in  specie  notb,  nor  in 
six  months,  nor  in  twelve.  Hence  it  is  you  will  not  make 
them  payable  at  sight.  Hence  it  is  that  you  will  not  al- 
low them  to  be  presented  for  payment  in  Iwehe  months 
after  date.  Hence  it  is  that  you  will  not  say  they  ahall 
770^  bear  inlereat.  Hence  it  is  that  you  will  not  say  that 
they  shall  bear  aix  per  cent!  You  leave  it  all  to  specula- 
tion— all  to  chance — you  know  it  will  be  a  spurious,  not  a 
bona  fide  currency — nor  with  a  bona  fide  purpose. 

How  can  State-rights  men  reconcile  their  support  of  this 
measure  with  their  notions  of  strict  construction  1  How 
can  they  reconcile  it  to  themselves  and  to  consistency,  to 
support  a  measure  which  violates  both  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  by  authorizing  an  oflficer  of  Gov- 
ernment to  issue  paper  for  money,  which  paper  is  not  to  be 
redeemed  ?  And  the  holder  of  this  psper  has  no  power  to 
coerce,  by  law,  specie  at  pleasure  from  the  Government-^ 
when  the  same  Government  coerces  the  very  holder  of  this 
money,  to  pay  it  only  in  gold  or  silver.  A  syatem  of 
greater  oppression  and  tyranny  could  not  be  easily  devised 
by  the  wit  of  man.  You  tell  the  crcditora  of  the  Govern- 
ment, you  must  take  Treasury  notes,  or  take  nothing! 
You  then  tell  them  you  will  not  pay  them  what  is  due 
them  for  twelve  months  thereafter ;  nor  do  you  give  them 
an  earnest  that  you  will  pay  them  then.  You  tell  them,* 
in  the  meantime,  that  you  will  exact  at  the  moment  that 
any  individual  should  owe  the  Government,  gold  or  silver; 
if  ft  is  not  forthcoming,  you  will  order  your  attorney  and 
your  marshal  to  sacrifice  their  property,  and,  peradven- 
ture,  consign  them  to  prison. 

The  constftution  of  the  United  States  provides  for  every 
possible  emergency.  You  cun  raise  revenues  upon  im- 
portations ;  it  takes  the  power  from  the  States ;  you  can 
raise  revenue  by  direct  taxation.  If  you  do  not  choose  to 
use  these  powers,  you  have  the  express,  not  implied,  power 
given  you  to  borrow  money  to  pay  your  debts,  or  for  any 
other  purpose.  Here  you  have  a  legitimate  constitutional 
source  from  which  you  can  raise  revenue  or  money. 

One  gentleman,  who  advocated  this  bill,  said  that  the 
power  to  authorize  Treasury  notes,  was  not  inhibited  by 
the  constitution  ;  that  gentleman  has  given  a  new  reading 
to  that  inatrument.  The  constitution  informs  us  that 
powers  not  given  to  Congress  by  that  instrument,  are  de- 
nied to  it ;  are  reserved  to  the  States  and  the  people  of  the 
States ;  power  that  is  not  expressly  given  or  clearly  im- 
plied, is  prohibited.  This  is  a  Government  of  limitations, 
of  checks,  and  balnnccs,  and  nowhere  can  be  found  the 
authority,  under  the  constitution,  which  you  propose  to  in- 
vest to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

You  are  about  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  currency, 
which  you  are  convinced  will  fluctuate  in  the  market. 
How,  then,  can  it  be  a  true  atandard  and  test  of  value  1 
One  gentlemsn  says  that  Treasury  certificatea  are  below 
par ;  another,  at  a  premium.  It  is  certain  they  cannot  be 
converted  into  specie  at  par ;  and  I  call  nothing  at  par  that 
cannot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  be  converted  into  specie. 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
has  informed  the  committee  that  Treasury  certificates  fell 
as  much  as  4  per  cent,  in  one  day  in  New  York.  Is  not 
this  a  delightful  currency  that  is  subject  to  such  rapid  de- 
preciation or  appreciation  in  a  single  dsy  ?  This  is  the  cur* 
rency  which  your  Government  sends  forth  among  the  peo- 
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pie.  The  holder  of  it  may  lose  4  per  cent,  opon  it  in  six 
noum  after  bo  receives  it  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
BOry. 

This  plan  of  Government  paper  was  tried  by  the  French 
Government,  under  the  auspices  of  the  famous  Mr.  Law, 
and  nearly  mined  that  nation.  You  are  trying  it  now  uu- 
der  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Gouge,  and  will  not  be  willing  to 
abandon  it  until  you  bankrupt  half  of  the  people.  You 
lay  your  foundation  upon  issues  of  ten  millions,  and  by 
and  by  you  will  desire  to  enlarge  it  to  an  hundred  millions. 
You  refrain  from  restricting  the  Secretary,  and  may  have 
reasons  in  your  bosoms  which  you  are  unwilling  to  articu- 
late. Yes,  sir,  to  redeem  these  notes  may  create  a  pres- 
sure, and  then  you  may  think  it  advisable  to  enlarge  the 
issue.     Such  contingencies  may  rise. 

Only  one  gentleman  [Mr.  Thomas]  who  has  advocated 
the  bill,  has  taken  the  open  and  distinct  ground,  frankly 
and  fairly  to  call  this  measure,  in  direct  terms,  a  loan. 
He  says  that  the  Government  must  resort  to  either  an  in- 
direct or  a  direct  loan.  I  differ  with  htm  in  this :  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  direct  loan,  he  is  for  what  he  regards  an  indirect 
loan.  This  currency  which  you  propose  to  issue  will 
never  enter  into  the  general  circulation  of  the  country.  If 
you  borrow  money,  (at  the  same  time  create  a  sinking 
fund,)  and  pay  your  debts  with  it,  it  will  diffuse  itself 
through  the  interior,  and  will  enter  iuto  the  general  circu- 
lation of  each  State  and  neighborhood. 

I  cannot  disabuse  my  mind  from  the  belief  that  this  is 
designed  as  the  mere  incipient  step  of  a  vast  executive 
bank.  Why  will  not  gentlemen  vote  for  the  amendment — 
those  who  are  in  favor  of  divorcing  the  Government  from 
the  people  and  the  Goverment  from  all  banks  ?  Why  not 
vote  for  selling  these  bonds  1— why  keep  up  this  quaei  con- 
nexion between  the  Government  and  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ?  Are  these  bonds  to  be  kept  as  kites  hovering 
over  the  bank  ?  are  they  to  be  held  in  terrorem  over  the 
bank  to  prevent  it  from  enlarging  its  business,  and  relieving 
the  people  ?  Are  they  to  be  kept  until  some  hoped  for 
emergeney,  when  you  can  make  a  sudden  call  on  the  bank, 
in  hopes  of  bishonoring  its  credit  at  home  and  abroad  1 

England  restrains,  yet  fosters,  her  bank  credit.  In  this 
country  the  Executive  wages  a  war  of  extermination  against 
all  banks  and  the  credit  system.  One  ignorant  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  would  think,  to  hear  some  of 
the  friends  of  the  administration  speak,  that  they  are  the 
most  corrupt  people  in  the  world — that  they  could  be 
bought  up  by  banks  like  live  stock  in  the  market. 

All  this  i%  done  for  effect — those  who  use  the  assertion 
do  not  believe  it.  Representatives  here  may  judge  of  the 
people  by  those  whom  they  represent.  I  am  willing  that 
each  representative  may  make  his  constituents  as  corrupt 
and  corruptible  as  may  suit  hb  fancy.  But  I  beg  the  rep- 
resentatives on  this  floor  not  to  lay  their  venue  in  the  dis- 
trict which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  I  deny  that 
they  can  be  bought  by  either  the  bank  or  the  Government. 
But  all  such  arguments  are  but  the  stale  cant  of  designing 
men,  who  like  to  pander  to  vile  prejudices. 

The  greatest  temptation  under  our  Government  is  office* 
It  is  an  inherent  principle  in  human  nature  to  desire  to  be 
entrusted  with  office — to  have  a  little  brief  authority. 
Hence  the  great  desire  of  the  Executive  to  have  its  powers 
enlarged.  I  war  openly  against  inordinate  Executive  power. 


I  am  opposed  to  improper  Executive  power  in  the  Federal 
Government.  I  have  been  and  am  opposed  to  it  u  my  ova 
State.  I  have  been  consistent  if  I  have  not  been  sucew' 
ful.  Because  it  is  in  the  hands  of  my  own  party  in  Maiy* 
land,  I  have  not  been  convinced  that  it  was  right  for  thit 
reason.  I  have  opposed  a  miserable  edict  issued  by  the 
Executive  of  Maryland,  which  he  called  a  prodamatioii, 
and  which  did  not  contain  scarcely  one  sound  prineijile  of 
republicanism — which  went  the  whole  length  of  danjiog 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  their  constitatioo.  And 
for  this  opposition  I  was  called  a  demagogue.  Yei|  flr. 
the  greatest  in  the  State,  excepting  a  culleague  on  this  fleer. 

[Here  Mr.  Jobiiboii  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Jivirn, 
who  said  that  his  colleague,  Mr.  Joairsoir,  was  discosi- 
ing  subjects  which  were  irrelevant  to  that  under  debate.] 

Mr.  JoHirsoir  resumed.  He  said  that  be  was  the  lart 
man  to  wound  the  tender  ears  of  his  colleague.  He  knew 
that  he  t^as  a  gentleman  of  delicate  nerves*  and  lendsr 
consoience  on  this  subject.  That  gentlamao  may  icasoa 
by  induetion ;  I  perhaps  argue  by  analogy ; — at  any  niHt  I 
will  not  desire  to  be  a  copyist  of  my  able  colleague.  ISm 
he  could  not  but  express  his  surprise  that  that  geatlemaa 
should  call  him  to  order  for  alluding  to  a  subject  which  that 
honorable  gentleman  discussed  at  great  length  in  this  hsfi 
at  the  last  session.  Yes,  sir,  the  only  speech  which  I  have 
ever  seen  piinted  of  my  honorable  colleague,  was  a  speech 
he  made  against  reform  in  Maryland ;  which  maj  accdonl, 
very  rationally,  why  that  question  is  so  much  stronger  tp 
Maryland  since.  And  if  he  will  favor  this  House  wid^ 
another,  I  will  promise  to  listen  with  much  less  disqaietadi 
than  that  gentleman  has  evinced.  I  may  imitate  hioi  n 
one  respect,  and,  perhaps,  I  may  be  speaking  now  as  fti 
gentleman  was  speaking  then,  for  home  consi^mptim^ 
[Confusion  and  great  laughter.  The  Chair  called  thi 
House  to  order,  and  begged  the  gentleman  from  Msiyliiij 
to  confine  his  remarks  to  the  subject  under  discqs«<nj 
Mr.  JoHB^soK  resumed.  Yott  are  correct,  Mr.  Chakafl| 
in  calling  the  House  and  myself  to  order — and  in  calia 
the  House  to  order  first-^for  there  is  more  disorder  w^ 
the  House  than  with  myself.  [Renewed  laughter  and  il 
citement.]  But  I  will  relieve  the  house  and  you,  p 
Chairman.  This  is  mere  episode.  I  wish  to  see  rcloqf 
triumph  in  Maryland,  and  I  wish  to  see  it  triumph  I 
Washington,  and  there  is  great  necessity  for  It  in  fadli 
cases.  And  hence  it  is  that  I  oppose  the  bill  on  the  taU|| 
for  that  reason  1  shall  vote  for  the  amendment.  If  l| 
bank  is  the  horrid  monster  you  say  it  is,  why  not  divMI 
yourselves  from  iu  If  it  is  as  vile  and  corrupt  as  j9%  4| 
it  is,  why  do  you  insist  upon  the  connexion  1  I  wiAll 
bonds  to  be  sold  to  benefit  the  emergencies  of  tlia  OH 
ernment;  also  that  gentleipeo  may  rest  upon  th«ir  pilknil 
so  that  this  spectre  bank  may  no  longer  haunt  their  tl 
aginations. 

I  have  another  objection  to  the  bill.  No  time  is  sfi^ 
fied  for  issuing  these  Treasu^  notes ;  he  may  issue  pi 
this  year,  part  the  next ;  his  discretion  is  to  be  the  oal 
law.  You  give  him  the  power  also  to  effipct  loans  if  I 
cannot  redeem  the  Treasury  notes.  In  other  words^  J9 
give  the  Secretary  all  the  legislative  power  which  yoo  fi 
sess  under  the  constitution,  and  you  give  him  power  tei 
that  which,  under  the  constitution.  Congress  hae  no  poM 
to  do. 
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MESSAGE 

OP  THE  PRESIDENT  OP  THE   U.  STATES, 

TO  BOTH  HOUSES  OF  CONOR  ESS,  SEPTEMBER  5,  1837. 

Pdhw-dtizeru  of  the  StnaU 

and  ffouae  of  Reprtsentaiives : 
The  act  of  the  23d  of  June.  1836,  regulating  the  de- 
:  pontes  of  the  pubtio  money,  and  directing  the  employment 
.•f  Suae,  District,  and  Territorial  banks  for  tliat  purpose, 
;  Mde  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  dis- 
1  ttotijrae  the  use  of  such  of  them  as  should  at  any  time 
Ififose  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie,  and  to  substitute 
L'Mber  banks,  provided  a  sufficient  numfa«r could  be  obtained 
f- tt  receive  the  pubKc  deposites  upon  the  terms  and  condi- 
^tiOQs  therein  prescribed.  The  general  and  almost  simul- 
8  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in 
ay  last,  rendered  the  performance  of  his  duty  impera* 
ia  nspect  to  those  which  had  been  selected  under 
ict;  and  made  it,  at  the  same  time,  impracticable  to 
the  requisite  number  of  others,  upon  the  pre- 
conditions. The  specific  regulations  established 
Conges  for  the  deposite  and  safe-keeping  of  the  pub- 
moneys  having  thus  unexpectedly  become  ioope- 
ive,  Melt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  afibrd  ^oa  an  early  op- 
mnity  for  the  exercise  ot  your  supervisory  powers  over 
Ribjecu 

was  also  led  to  apprehend  that  the  suspension  of  spe- 

paymenta,  increasing  the  embarrassments  before  exist- 

m  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  country,  would  so  far  di- 

tish  the  public  revenue,  that  the  accruing  receipts  into  the 

itaAQry  would  not,  with  the  reserved  five  millions,  be 

'^  '  nt  to  defray  the  unavoidable  expenses  of  the  Gov- 

It,  until  the  usual  period  for  the  meeting  of  Congress; 

(he  authority  to  call  upon  the  States,  for  a  portion 

the  sums  deposited  with  them,  was  too  restrictea  to  en- 

lUe  the  Department  to  realize  a  sufficient  amount  from  that 

These  apprehensions  have  been  justified  by  sub- 

nt  results,  wnich  render  it  certain  that  this  deficiency 

occur,  if  additional  means  be  not  provided  by  Con- 


*«, 


ffoorce. 


?  The  difficulties  experienced  by  the  mercantile  interest, 
^veeting  their  engagements,  induced  them  to  apply  to 
["^previously  to  the  actual  suspeQsion  of  specie  payments, 
vr  indulgence  upon  their  bonds  for  duties;  and  all  the  re- 
itf  authorized  by  law  was  promptly  and  cheerfiilly  ^ant- 
^  The  dependance  of  the  Treasury  upon  the  avails  of 
wse  bonds,  to  enable  it  to  make  the  deposites  with  the 
iKatet  required  by  law,  led  me  in  the  outset  to  limit  this 
udolgenee  to  the  first  of  September,  but  it  has  since  been 
extended  to  the  first  of  October,  that  the  matter  might  be 
nbmitted  to  your  IWrther  direction. 

Q'Oestions  were  also  expected  to  arise  in  the  recess  in 
Inspect  to  the  October  instalment  of  those  deposites,  re- 
to^gthe  interposition  of  Congress. 

A.  provision  or  another  act,  pt^sed  about  the  same  tinne, 
jBd  mtended  to  secure  a  fkithral  compliance  with  the  ob- 
^Sauon  of  the  tTnitsd  States  to  satisfy  all  demands  up- 

VoL.  XIV.-A 


on  them  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  prohibited  the  offer  of 
any  bank  note,  not  convertible  on  the  spot  into  gold  or 
silver  at  the  will  of  the  holder ;  and  the  ability  of  tho 
Gk>vernment,  with  millions  on  deposite,  to  meet  its  en- 

fagements  in  the  manner  thus  required  by  law,  was  ren- 
ered  very  doubtful  by  the  event  to  which  I  have  refeired. 

Sensible  that  adequate  provisions  for  these  unexpected 
exigencies  could  only  be  made  by  Congress;  convinced 
that  some  of  them  would  be  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  public  service,  before  the  regular  perioa  of  your  meeU 
ing  J  and  desirous  also  to  enable  you  to  exercise,  at  th% 
earliest  moment,  your  full  constitutional  powers  for  the 
relief  of  the  country,  I  could  not,  with  propriety,  avoid 
subiecting  you  to  tneinconvenience  of  assembling  at  aM 
early  a  day  as  the  state  of  the  popular  representation 
would  permiL  I  am  sure  that  I  have  done  but  justice  to 
your  feelings,  in  belie vin||  that  this  inconvenience  will  bo 
cheerfully  encountered,  in  the  hope  of  rendering  your 
meeting  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  country. 

Dunng  the  earlier  stages  of  the  revulsion  through  which 
we  have  just  passed,  much  acrimonious  discussion  arose^ 
and  great  diversity  of  opinion  existed  as  to  its  real  causes. 
This  was  not  surprising.  The  operations  of  credit  are  so 
diversified,  and  tne  influences  which  afifect  them  so  nume- 
rous^ and  often  so  subtle,  thai  even  impartial  and  well-in- 
formed persons  are  seldom  found  to  agree  in  respect  to 
them.  To  inherent  difficulties  were  also  added  other  ten* 
dencies,  which  were  by  no  means  favorable  to  the  discov- 
ery of  truth.  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  thosft 
wno  disapproved  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  relation 
to  the  currency,  would,  in  the  excited  state  of  public  feel* 
ing  produced  by  the  occasion,  &ilto  attribute  to  that  policy 
any  extensive  embarrassment  in  the  monetary  affiurs  of  tho 
country.  The  matter  thus  became  connected  with  the 
passions  and  conflicts  of  party;  opinions  were  more  or 
less  affiected  by  political  considenttions ;  and  differencev 
were  prolongea  which  might  otherwise  have  been  deter* 
mined  by  an  appeal  to  iacu,  by  the  exercise  of  reason,  or 
by  mutual  ooneession.  It  is,  however,  a  cheering  reflection 
that  circumstances  of  this  nature  cannot  prevent  a  com- 
munity so  intelligent  as  ours  firom  ultimately  arriving  at 
correct  conclusions.  Encouraged hy  the  firm  belief  orthis 
truth,  I  proceed  to  state  my  views,  so  far  as  may  be  neceo- 
sary  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  remedies  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  propose,  and  of  the  reasons  by  which  I  have  been  led 
to  recommend  them. 

The  history  of  trade  in  the  United  States  for  the  last 
three  or  four  years  afiTords  the  most  convincing  evidence  that 
our  present  condition  ischiefly  to  be  attributedto  over-action 
in  all  the  departments  of  business ;  an  over-action  deriving* 
perhaps,  its  first  inpulsesfrom  antecedent  causes,  but  stimu- 
lated to  its  diBStructive  consequences  by  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper,  and  by  other  facilities  for  the  acquisition  and 
enlargement  of  crediL  At  the  commencement  of  the  year 
I8S4,  the  banking  capital  of  the  United  States,  including 
that  of  the  national  bank  then  existing,  amounted  to  about 
two  hundred  millions  of  dollars;  the  baiik  notes  then  indr- 
cttlation  to  about  ninety-five  millions;  and  the  loans  and 
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discounts  of  the  bank»  to  three  hundred  and  twenty -four 
millions.  Between  that  lime  and  the  first  of  January,  1836, 
being  the  latest  period  to  which  accurate  accounts  have 
been  received,  our  banking  capital  was  increased  to  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifly-one  millions ;  our  paper  circu- 
lation to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  millions;  and  the 
loans  and  discounts  to  more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  millions.  To  this  vast  increase  are  to  be  added  the 
many  millions  of  credit,  acquired  by  means  of  foreign  loans, 
contracted  by  the  States  and  Slate  institutions,  and,  above 
all,  by  the  lavishaccommodations  extended  by  foreign  deal- 
ers to  our  merchants. 

The  consequences  of  this  redundancy  of  credit,  and  of 
the  spirit  of  reckless  speculation  en^ndered  by  it,  were 
a  foreign  debt  contracted  by  our  citizens,  estimated  in 
March  last  at  more  than  ihu-ty  millions  of  dollars  ;  the 
extension  to  traders  in  the  interior  of  our  country  of  cred- 
its for  supplies,  greatly  beyond  the  wants  of  the  people  ; 
ihe  investment  of  thirty-nine  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  unproductiye  puolic  lands,  in  the  years  1835  and 
1836,  whilst  in  the  preceding  year  the  sales  amounted  to 
only  four  and  a  half  millions ;  the  cieation  of  debts,  to 
an  almost  countless  amount,  for  real  estate  in  existing  or 
anticipated  cities  and  villages,  equally  unoroduclive,  and 
at  prices  now  seen  to  have  been  greatly  aisproportionate 
to  their  real  value ;  the  expenditure  of  immense  sums  in 
improvements  which,  in  many  cases,  have  been  found  to 
be  ruinously  improvident ;  the  diversion  to  other  pursuits 
of  much  of  the  labor  that  should  have  been  applied  to  ag^ 
rieulture,  thereby  contributing  to  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  in  the  importation  of  grain  from  £urope — an  expen- 
diture which,  amounting  in  1834  to  about  two  hundred 
and  fifly  thousand  dollars,  was,  in  tl^  first  two  quarters 
of  the  present  year,  increased  to  more  than  two  millions  of 
dollars ;  and,  finally,  without  enumerating  other  injurious 
results,  the  rapid  growth  among  all  classes,  and  especially 
in  our  great  commercial  towns,  of  luxurious  habits,  foima- 
ed  too  ofien  on  merely  fancied  wealth,  and  detrimental 
alike  to  the  industry,  the  resources,  and  the  morals  of  our 
people. 

It  was  so  impossible  that  such  a  state  of  things  could 
lone  continue,  that  the  prospect  of  revulsion  was  present 
to  tne  minds  of  considerate  men  before  it  actually  came. 
None,  however,  had  correctly  anticipated  its  severity.  A 
concurrence  of  circumstances,  inadequate  of  themselves  to 
produce  such  widespread  and  calamitous  embarrassments, 
tended  so  greatly  to  ag^vate  them,  that  they  cannot  be 
overlooked  in  cooaidering  tlieir  history.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned,  as  most  prominent,  the  great  loss  of 
capital  sustained  by  our  commercial  emporium  in  the  fire 
of  December,  1835 — ^a  loss,  the  effects  or  which  were  un- 
derrated at  the  time,  because  postponed  for  a  season  by 
the  great  facilities  of  credit  tken  existing;  the  disturb- 
ing efieets,  in  our  commercial  cities,  of  the  transfers  of 
the  public  moneys  required  by  the  deposite  law  of  June, 
V836;  aad  the  measures  adopted  by  the  foreign  creditors  of 
our  merchants  to  reduce  their  debts,  and  to  withdraw  from 
the  United  States  a  large  portion  of  our  specie. 

However  unwilling  any  of  our  citizens  may  heretofore 
have  been  to  assign  to  these  causes  the  chief  instrumental- 
ity in  producing  the  present  state  of  thines,  the  devel- 
opments subsequently  made,  and  the  actual  condition  of 
ether  commercial  countries,  must,  as  it  seems  to  m^  dis- 
pel all  remaining  doubts  upon  the  subiect.  It  has  since 
appeared  that  evils,  similar  to  those  suffered  by  ourselves, 
hare  been  experienced  in  QreatBritain,on  the  continent,and, 
indeed  J  throughout  the  oomraercial  world ;  and  that  in  other 
oountries,  as  well  as  in  our  own,  they  have  been  umform- 
ly  preceded  by  an  undue  enlargement  of  the  boundaries  of 
trade,  prompted,  as  with  us,  by  unprecedented  expansions 
of  the  systems  of  credit.  A  reference  to  the  amount  of 
hanking  capiul,  and  the  issnes  of  paper  credit  put  in  cir- 
CttUtion  in  Qreat  Britain,  by  banks,  and  in  oiJier  ways, 
during  the  years  1834,  1835,  and  1836,  will  show  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  paper  currency  there,  as  much  dispropor- 
lioned  to  the  real  wants  of  trade  as  in  the  United  S bites. 
With  this  redundancy  of  the  paper  currency,  there  arose 
in  that  country  also  a  spirit  of  adventufous  speculation. 


embracing  the  whole  range  of  human  enterpri&e.  Aidvu 
profusely  given  to  projected  improvements ;  large  bvcst- 
ments  wejre  made  in  foreign  stocks  and  Kmdb;  crediufiv 
g;oods  were  granted  with  unbounded  hberality  to  merehuNI 
in  foreign  countries ;  and  all  the  means  of  acquiring  aid 
employing  credit  were  put  in  active  operation,  and  czicsd> 
ed  in  uieir  efieets  to  every  department  of  butinesi,  asd  t» 
every  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  reaction  was  propoitioMd 
in  its  violence  to  the  extraordinary  character  of  tne  eresti 
which  preceded  it.  The  commercial  community  of  Gnat 
Britain  were  subjected  to  the  greatest  diiScullies,  and  tkeir 
debtors  in  this  country  were  not  only  suddenly  deprired 
of  accustomed  and  expected  credits,  but  called  upon  far 
payments,  which,  in  the  actual  posture  of  thioga  heie^ 
could  only  be  made  through  a  general  pressure,  and  attb 
most  ruinous  sacrifices. 

In  view  of  these  fiicts,  it  would  seem  impossible  tx  lin- 
cere  inquirers  after  truth  to  resist  the  conviction  thai tk 
causes  of  the  revulsion  in  both  countries  have  been  lab- 
stan lial ly  the  same.  T  wo  nations,  the  most  eommereiai  is 
the  world,  enjoying  but  recently  the  highest  d^ree  of  ap* 
parent  prosperity,  and  maintaining  wiUi  each  other  the  de- 
sest  relations,  are  suddenly,  in  a  time  of  profound  peao^ 
and  without  any  great  national  disaster,  arrested  in  ibar 
career,  and  plunged  into  a  state  of  embarraasmentaaddii* 
tress.  In  both  Qountries,  we  have  witnessed  the  sane  it' 
dundancy  of  paper  money,  and  other  facilities  of  ocdit; 
the  same  spirit  of  speculation ;  the  same  partial  Bucoesses; 
the  same  aifiiculties  and  reverses :  and,  at  length,  aeartf 
the  same  overwhelming  catastropne.  The  most  luitcnal 
difference  between  the  results  in  the  two  countries  has  only 
been,  that  with  us  there  has  also  occurred  an  extenBTed^ 
rangement  in  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Federal  and  StaleGor* 
ernments,  occasioned  by  the  suspension  of  ^Ncic  pay- 
ments by  the  banks.  ^  . , 

The  history  of  these  causes  and  effects  in  QrestBritaii 
and  the  United  States,  is  substantially  the  history  of  ik 
revulsion  in  all  othei  commercial  countries. 

The  present  and  visible  cffecu  of  these  circumftaiiceBOt 
the  operations  of  the  Grovemment,  and  on  the  indoatty  w 
the  people,  point  out  the  objects  which  call  for  yow  '» 
mediate  attentioiu. 

They  are — to  regulate  by  law  the  safe  keeping,  traBSfeii 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys ;  to  desigaate  ik 
funds  to  be  received  and  paid  by  theGovemmeBtf  tocM^ 
ble  the  Treasury  to  meet  promptly  ertry  demand  upon  it; 
to  prescribe  the  terms  of  indulgence,  and  the  mode  of  acl» 
tiement  to  be  adopted,  as  well  in  collecting  fmm  indinftt 
als  the  revenue  that  has  accrued,  as  in  wilbdrtwiat  it 
from  former  depositories;  and  to  devise  and  adopt  sndiii^' 
ther  measures,  within  the  oopstitutional  competency  (^Co^ 
grfess,  as  will  be  best  calculated  to  revive  the  enterpmi 
and  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

For  the  deposite,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  n*^ 
nue,  National  and  State  banks  have  always,  with  tenpoiii' 
ry  and  limited  exceptions,  been  heretofore  employed  jjM, 
although  advocates  of  each  system  are  still  to  be  found,  < 
is  apparent  that  the  evenU  of  the  last  few  months  hafe 
greatly  augmented  the  desire,  long  existing  among  thepes* 
pie  of  the  United  States,  to  separate  the  fiscal  operatioasa 
the  Government  from  those- or  individuals  or  oerpofstiss^ 

Again  to  create  a  national  bank,  as  a  fiscal  «g^ 
would  be  to  disregard  the  popular  will,  twice  solemnly  ■* 
unequivocally  expressed.  On  no  question  of  domestiepo* 
licy  18  there  stroneer  evidence  that  the  seotimenta  oi  s 
large  majority  are  deliberately  fixed  ;  and  I  cannot  oendtf 
wiui  those  who  think  they  see,  in  recent  events,  a  Piw 
that  these  sentiments  are,  or  a  reaeon  that  they  should  b% 
changed. 

Events,  similar  in  their  origin  and  character,  have  af^ 
tofore  frequently  occurred,  without  producing  wy  as* 
change;  and  the  lessons  of  experience  must  ^^^II^^fJjLi 
we  suppose  that  the  present  overthrow  of  c![^\![J|: 
have  been  prevented  by  the  existence  of  a  national  »*■• 
Proneness  to  excessive  issues  has  ever  been  the  vieroi  tw 
banking  system;  a  vice  as  prominent  in  nationsJ  s<  ^ 
Slate  institutions.  This  propensity  is  as  subserneot  tt 
the  advancement  of  private  inteiests  in  the  one  as  m  »* 
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other;  and  those  who  direct  them  both,  being  principally 

loided  by  the  same  views,  and  influenced  by  the  same  mo* 

tires,  will  be  equally  ready  to  stimulate  to  extravagance  of 

enieiprise  by  improvidence  of  credit    How  strikingly  is 

tfrncondasion  sustained  by  experience!    The  Bank  of  the 

United  States,  witii  the  vast  powers  conferred  on  it  by 

Congress,  did  not,  or  could  not,  prevent  former  and  similar 

embftrras«ments;  nor  has  the  still  greater  strength  it  has 

been  said  to  posseiis  under  its  present  charter,  enabled  it, 

in  Ibe  existing  emergency,  to  check  other  institutions,  or 

eren  to  save  itself.    In  Great  Britain,  where,  it  has  been 

seen,  the  same  causes  have  been  attended  with  the  same 

eiiseu,  a  national  bank,  possessing  powers  far  greater  than 

traaslMd  for  hv  the  warmest  advo&iles  of  such  an  institu- 

tioo  here,  has  also  prored  unable  to  prevent  an  undue  ex- 

fusion  of  credit,  and  the  evils  that  flow  from  it    Nor  can 

Ifindftfly  tenable  ground  for  the  re-establishment  of  a  na- 

beml  hanky  in  Uie  derangement  alleged  at  present  to  exist 

i>  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country,  or  in  the  facilities 

itfliav  be  capable  of  affording  them.  Although  advantages 

•T  thn  sort  *.vere  anticipated  when  the  first  Bank  of  .the 

United  States  was  created,  they  were  regarded  as  an  inci- 

dmtal  aceommodation;  not  one  which  the  Federal  Gov- 

CNioKnt  was  bound,  or  could  be  calkd  upon,  to  furnish. 

This  accommodation  is  now,  indeed,  afler  the  lapse  of  not 

Dsny  jtBix^  demanded  from  it  as  among  its  first  duties, 

iiidaa  omission  to  aid  and  regulate  commercial  exchange 

li  treated  as  a  ground  of  loud  and  serious  complaint.  Such 

ittirilA  only  serve  to  exemplify  the  constant  desire,  among 

•Me  of  our  eiiizens,  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 

■BRt,and  extend  its  control  to  subjects  with  which  it 

A»ld  not  interfere.     They  can  never  justify  the  creation 

dm  iostitution  to  promote  such  objects.    On  tJie  contra- 

fy,  they  justly  excite  among  the  community]  a  more  dili- 

pal  inquir}r  into  the  character  of  tiiose  operations  of  trade, 

tivards  wltich  il  is  desired  to  extend  sucn  peculiar  favors. 

The  various  transactions  vrhiSt  bear  the  name  of  do- 

Msiic  exchanges,  differ  essentially  in  their  nature,  opera- 

tiM,  and  utility.   One  class  of  them  consists  of  billd  of  ex- 

HKo,  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  actu:il  capi- 

W  irorn  one  part  of  the  country  to  another,  or  to  antici- 

paie  the  proceeds  of  property  actually  transmitted.    Bills 

9f  this  description  are  highly  useful  in  the  movements  of 

jade,  and  well  deserve  all  the  encouragement  which  can 

tthtfuily  be  riven  to  them.    Another  class  is  made  up 

if  bills  of  exchange,  not  drawn  to  transfer  actual  capital, 

•ron  the  credit  of  property, transmitted,  but  to  create  fic- 

jttiotts  capital,  partaking  at  once  of  the  character  of  notes 

weounted  in  b:ink,  and  of  bank  notes  in  circulation,  and 

*ellin^ilie  mass  of  paper  credits  to  a  vast  extent,  in  the 

Mat  objectionable  manner.     These  bills  have  formed,  for 

le  last  few  years,  a  large  proportion  of  what  are  termed 

he  domestic  exchanges  ot   the  country,  serving  as  the 

feeansof  usurious^  profit,  and  constituting  the  most  unsafe 

Hd-precarioas  paper  in  circulation.  This  species  of  traffic, 

Mead  of  being  upheld,  ought  to  be  discountenanced  by 

■e  Qovemment  and  the  people. 

la  transferring  its  funds  from  place  to  place,  the'  Gov- 
niment  is  on  the  same  footing  with  the  private  citizen, 
•d  may  resort  to  the  same  legal  means.  It  may  do  so 
noagfa  the  medium  of  bills  drawn  by  itself,  or  purchased 
naotHera  j  and  in  these  operations  it  may,  in  a  manner 
Mjoubtedly  constitutional  and  legitimate,  facilitate  and 
«i«t  exebanges  of  indixiduals  founded  on  real  transac- 
onsof  trade.  The  extent  to  which  this  may  be  done, 
■d  the  best  means  of  effecting  it,  are  entitled  to  the  full- 
Bt  eonsideratton.  This  has  been  bestowed  by  the  Secre- 
cy of  the  Treasury,  and  his  views  will  be  submitted  to 
00  in  his^  report. 

Bat  it  was  not  designed#by  the  constitulion  that  the 
l^vernment  should  itbsume  the  management  of  domestic 
r  foreign  exchange.  It  is,  indeed,  authorized  to  regulate 
yinw  the  eommeroe  between  the  States,  and  to  provide  a 
neml  «tandard  of  value,  or  medium  of  exchange,  in  gold 
ad  silver;  but  it  is  not  its  province  to  aid  individuals  in 
le  transfer  of  their  funds,  otherwise  than  through  the  fa- 
fittea  afforded  by  the  Post  Ofllce  Departmen L  As  justly 
Bght  it  be-catted  on  to  provide  for  the  transportation  <» 


their  merchandise.  These  are  operations  of  trade.  They 
ought  to  be  conducted  by  those  who  are  interested  in  them, 
in  Uie  same  manner  that  the  incidental  difficulties  of  other 
pursuits  are  encountered  by  otlier  classes  of  citizens.  Such 
aid  has  not  been  deemea  necessary  in  other  countries. 
Throughout  Europe,  the  domestic  as  well  as  l^e  foreign 
exchanges  are  carried  on  by  private  houses,  often,  if  not 
generally,  without  tlie  assistance  of  banks.  Yet  ihey  ex- 
tend throughout  distinct  sovereignties,  and  fhr  exceed  in 
amount  Uie  real  exchanges  of  the  United  States.  There 
is  no  reason  why  our  own  may  not  be  conducted  in  the 
same  manner,  with  equal  cheapness  and  safely.  Certainly 
this  might  be  accomplished,  if  it  were  favored  by  those 
most  deeply  interested;  and  few  can  doubt  that  their  own 
interest,  as  well  as  the  general  welfare  of  the  country, 
would  be  promoted  by  leavinff  such  a  subject  in  "the  hands 
of  those  to  whom  it  properly  oelongs.  A  systcnri  founded 
on  private  interest,  enterprise,  and  competition,  without  the 
aid  of  legislative  grants  or  regulations  by  law,  would  rap- 
idly prasper;  it  would  be  free  from  the  influence  of  pohtical 
agitation,and  extend  the  same  exemption  to  trade  itself;  and 
it  would  put  an  end  to  those  complaints  of  neglect,  par- 
tiality, injustice,  and  oppression,  which  are  the  unavoidable 
results  or  interference  by  the  Government  in  the  proper 
concerns  of  individuals.  All  former  attempts  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  carry  its  legislation,  m  this  respect, 
further  than  was  designed  by  tlie  constitution,  have  in  the 
end  proved  injurious,  and  have  ser\'ed  only  to  convince  the 

treat  body  of  the  people,  more  and  more,  of  the  certain 
angers  of  blending  private  interests  with  the  operations  of 
public  business;  ana  there  is  no  reason*  to  suppose  that  a 
repetition  of  them  now  would  be  more  succes^^ul. 

It  cannot  be  concealed  that  there  exists,  in  our  commu- 
nity, opinions  and  feelinss  on  this  subject  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  each  other.  A  large  portion  of  them,  combining 
great  intelligence,  activity,  ana  influence,  are  no  doubt  sin- 
cere in  their  belief  that  the  operations  of  trade  ought  to 
be  assisted  by  such  a  connexion ;  they  regard  a  national 
bank  as  necessat-y  for  this  purpose,  and  they  are  disinclin- 
ed to  every  measure  that  aoes  not  tend,  sooner  or  later,  to 
the  establishment  of  such  an  institution.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  majority  of  the  people  are  believed  to  be  irrecon- 
cilably opposed  to  that  measure :  they  consider  such  a 
concentration  of  power  dangerous  to  tncir  liberties ;  and 
many  of  them  regard  it  as  a  violation  of  the  constitution. 
This  eollision  of  opinion  has,  doubtless,  caused  much  of 
the  embarrassment  to  which  the  commercial  transactions 
of  the  country  have  lately  been  exposed.  Banking  has 
become  a  political  topic  of  the  highest  interest,  and  trade 
has  suffered  in  the  conflict  of  parties.  A  speedy  termina- 
tion of  this  state  of  things,  however  desirable,  is  scarcely 
to  be  expected.  We  have  seen  for  nearly  half  a  century 
that  those  who  advocate  a  national  ban  k,oy  whatever  mo* 
tive  they  may  be  influenced,  constitute  a  portion  of  our 
community  too  numerous  to  allow  us  to  hope  for  an  oarlv 
abandonment  of  their  favorite  plan.  On  the  other  hand, 
they  must  indeed  form  an  erroneous  estimate  of  the  intel- 
ligence and  temper  of  the  American  people,  who  euppose 
that  they  have  continued,  on  slight  or  insufficient  grounds, 
their  persevering  opposition  to  .such  an  institution  ;  or  that 
they  can  be  induced  by  pecuniary  pressure,  or4»y  any 
other  combination  of  circumstances,  to  surrender  principles 
they  have  so  long  and  so  inflexibly  maintained. 

My  own  views  of  the  subject  are  unchanged.  They 
have  been  repeatedly  and  unreservedly  announced  to  my 
fellow<«ilizens ;  who,  with  full  knowledge  of  them,  confer- 
red upon  me  the  two  highest  offices  of  the  Government.  On 
the  last  of  these  occasions,  I  felt  it  due  to  the  people  to  ap- 
prize them,  distinctly,  that,  in  the  event  of  my  election,  I 
would  not  be  able  to  co-operate  in  the  re-establishment  of 
a  national  bank.  To  these  sentiments,  I  have  now  only  to 
add  the  expression  of  an  increased  conviction,  that  the  re- 
establishment  of  such  a  bank,  in  any  form,  whilst  it  would 
not  accomplish  the  beneficial  purpose  promised  by  its  ad- 
vocates, would  impair  the  rightful  supremacy  of  the  popu- 
lar will ;  injure  the  character  and  diminish  the  influence  of 
our  political  system ;  and  bring  once  more  into  existeneea 
concentrnt4^  moneyed  power,  hostile  to  the  sfnrit,  and 
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threatening  the  permanency,  of  our  republican  institutions. 
Local  baiULs  have  been  employed  lor  the  deposite  and 
distribution  of  the  revenue,  at  all  times  partially,  and,  on 
three  different  occasions,  exclusively  :  first,  anterior  to  the 
establishment  of  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
secondly,  in  the  interval  between  the  termination  of  that 
institution  and  the  charter  of  its  successor ;  and,  thirdly, 
during  the  limited  period  which  has  now  so  abi-uptly  clos- 
ed. The  connexion  thus  repeatedly  attempted,  proved 
unsatisfactory  on  each  successive  occasion,  notwitkstand' 
in§^  the  various  measures  which  were  adopted  to  facilitate 
or  msure  its  success.  On  the  last  occasion,  in  the  year 
1633,  the  employment  of  the  State  banks  was  guarded 
especially  in  every  way  which  experience  and  caution 
could  suffgest.  Personal  security  was  required  for  the 
safe-keeping  and  prompt  payment  of  the^  moneys  to  be 
received,  and  full  returns  of  their  condition  were,  from 
time  to  tim^,  to  be  made  by  the  depositories.  In  th»  first 
stages  the  measure  was  eminently  successful,  notwith- 
standing the  violent  opposition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
fijtates,  and  the  unceasing  efforts  made  to  overtlirow  it. 
The  selected  banks  performed  with  fidelity,  and  without 
any  embarrassment  to  themselves  or  to  the  community, 
their  engagements  to  the  Government^  and  the  system  pro- 
mised to  be  permanently  useful.  But  when  it  liecame  ne- 
cessary, under  the  act  of  June,  1836,  to  withdi-aw  from 
them  the  public  money,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  it  in 
additional  institutions,  or  of  transferring  it  to  the  States, 
they  found  it,  in  many  cases,  inconvenient  to  comply  with 
the  demands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  numerous  and  pressing 
applications  were  made  for  indulgence  or  relief.  As  the 
instalments  under  the  deposite  law  became  payable,  tlieir 
own  embarrassments,  ana  the  necessity  under  which  they 
lay  of  curtailing  their  discounts  and  calling  in  their  debts, 
increased  the  general  distress,  and  contributed,  with  other 
causes,  to  hasten  the  revulsion  in  which,  at  length,  they, 
in  common  with  the  other  banks,  were  fatally  involved. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  becomes  our  solemn  duty 
to  inquire  whether  tliereare  not,  in  any  connexion  between 
the  GoTcrnment  and  banks  of  issue,  evils  of  great  magni- 
tude, inherent  in  its  very  nature,  and  against  which  no  pre- 
cautions can  efTectually  guard. 

Unforeseen  in  the  organization  of  the  Government,  and 
forced  on  the  Tresisury  oy  early  necessities,  the  practice  of 
employing  banks  was,  in  truth,  from  the  beginning,  more  a 
measure  of  emergency  than  of  sound  policy.  When  we 
started  into  existence  as  a  nation,  in  addition  to  the  bur- 
dtas  of  the  new  Government,,  we  assumed  all  the  large  but 
honorable  load  of  debt  which  was  the  price  of  our  liberty; 
but  we  hesitated  to  weigh  down  the  in/ant  industry  of  tne 
country  by  resorting  to  adequate  taxation  for  the  neces- 
sary revenue.  The  facilities  of  banks  in  return  for  the 
privileges  they  acquired,  were  promptly  offered,  and  per- 
naps  too  readily  received,  by  an  embarrassed  Treasury. 
During  the  lon^  continuance  of  a  national  dsbt,  and  the 
intervening  dififculties  of  a  foreign  war,  the  connexion  was 
continued  from  motives  of  convenience ;  but  these  causes 
have  long  since  passed  away.  We  have  no  emergencies 
that  make  banks  necessary  to  aid  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury ;  we  have  no  loadf  of  national  debt  to  provide 
for,  anj|j[  we  have  on  actual  deposite  a  large  surplus.  No 
public  interest,  therefore,  n^w  requires  me  renewal  of  a 
connexion  that  circumstances  have  dissolved.  The  com- 
plete organization  of  our  Government,  the  abundance  of 
our  resources,  the  general  harmony  which  prevails  between 
the  dififerent  States,  and  with  foreign  Powers — all  enable  us 
now  to  select  the  system  most  consistent  with  the  consti- 
tution, and  most  conducive  to  the  public  welfare.  Should 
we,  then,  connect  the  Treasury  for  a  fourth  time  with  the 
local  banks,  it  can  only  be  under  a  conviction  that  past  fail- 
ures have  arisen  from  accidental,  not  inherent  defects. 

A  danger,  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  be  avoided  in 
such  an  arrangement,  is  made  strikingly  evident  in  the 
very  event  by  which  it  has  now  been  defeated.  A  sudden  , 
act  of  the  banks  intrusted  with  the  funds  of  the  people, 
deprives  the  Treasury,  without  fault  or  agency  of  the 
Government,  of  the  aGUity  to  pay  its  creditors  in  the  cur- 
rency they  have  by  law  a  right  to  demand.    This  circum- 


stance no  fluctuation  of  commerce  could  have  prodiHed,if 
the  public  revenue  had  been  collected  in  the  legal  carreney, 
and  kept  in  that  form  by  the  officers  of  the  Treaavv. 
The  citizen  whose  money  was  in  bank  receives  it  btck, 
since  the  suspension,  at  a  sacrifice  in  its  anouRt ;  wUUt 
he  who  kept  it  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  country,  andm 
his  own  possession,  pursues,  without  kiss,  the  current  rf 
his  business.  The  Government,  placed  in  the  siiuatioDof 
the  former,  is  involved  in  embarrassments  it  could  oothan 
suffered  had  it  pursued  the  course  of  the  latter.  Tbm 
embarrassments  are,  moreover,  augmented  by  those  nlii* 
tary  and  just  laws  which  forbid  it  to  use  a  depreciated cof- 
rency,  and,  by  so  doing,  take  from  the  Govemmenl  thft 
ability  which  individuals  have  of  accommodauag  that 
transactions  to  such  a  catastrophe. 

A  system  whi(5h  can,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  whea 
there  is  a  large  revenue  laid  by,  thu9  suddenly  prevent  tin 
application  and  the  use  of  the  money  of  the  people^  in  tin 
manner  and  for  the  objects  they  have  directed,  caniuilbe 
wise ;  but  who  can  think,  without  painful  refiecbon,  thil^ 
under  it,  the  same  unforeseen  events  might  haTebdallai 
us  in  the  midst  of  a  war,  and  taken  from  us,  at  ihcmaoRBl 
when  most  wanted,  the  use  of  those  very  means  vfaitk 
were  treasured  up  to  promote  the  national  welfare  ud 
guard  avLT  national  rights  ?    To  such  embarrassments  aad 
to  audi  dangers  will  Uiis  Government  be  always  ezpcM^ 
whilst  it  takes  the  moneys  raised  for,  and  necessary  to,  (hi 
public  service,  out  of  the  hands  of  its  own  offifiers,tiid 
converts  them  into  a  mere  right  of  action  against  corp«i* 
tions  intrusted  with  the  possession  of  them.    Not  can  nA 
results  be  effectually  euarded  against  in  such  a  syntis, 
without  investing  the  Executive  with  a  control  OTertht 
banks  themselves,  whether  State  or  national,  that  loi^ 
with  reason  be  objected  to.    Ours  is,  probably,  the  ody, 
Government  in  the  world  that  is  liable,  in  the  roanagem«t 
of  its  fiscal  concerns,  to  occurrences  like  these.   ButtUl 
imminent  risk  is  not  the^nly  danger  attendant  on  tbeav^ 
render  of  the  public  money  to  the  custody  and  conlrolrf 
local  corporations^    Though  the  object  is  aid  to  the  TrW; 
ury,  its  effect  may  be  to  introduce  into  the  operatioM  m 
the  Government  influences  the  most  subtle,  founded  M 
interests  the  most  selfish. 

The  use  by  the  banks,  for  their  own  benefit, . of  the  mowj 
deposited  with  them,  haareceived  the  sanction  of  ^^^ 
emment  from  the  commencement  of  this  connexion.  1* 
money  received  from  the  people,  instead  of  being  kept  Ol 
it  is  needed  for  their  use,  is,  in  consequence  of  this  auihoriiyt 
a  fund,  on  which  discounts  alo  macfe  for  the  profit  of  lto» 
who  hapjjen  to  be  owners  of  stock  in  the  banks  selected ij 
depositories.  The  supposed  and  often  exaggerated  w 
vantsjges  of  such  a  boon  will  always  cause  it  to  bcsoogj 
for  with  avidity.  £  will  not  stop  to  consider  on  whomtjl 
patronage  incident  to  it  is  to  be  conferred  j  whether  ui 
selection  and  control  be  trusted  to  Congress  or  to  iheEfr 
ecutive,  either  will  be  subjected  to  apf^als  made  in  efjg 
form  which  the  sagacity  of  interest  can  sugfesl.  TjJ 
banks,  under  such  a  system,  are  stimulated  to  makethcw» 
of  their  fortunate  acquisition ;  the  dcposiies  are  trestedss 
an  increase  of  capital ;  loans  and  circulation  are  rtaSf 
augmented,  and,  when  the  public  exigencies  require  ar^ 
turn,  it  is  attended  with  embarrassments  not  provided  «>^ 
nor  foreseen.  'Thus  banks  that  thought  themselves  B0< 
fortunate  when  the  public  funds  were  received,  find  thc» 
selves  most  embarrassed  when  the  season  of  pay  meat  au* 
denly  arrives. 

Unfortunately,  too,  the  evils  of  the  system  are  notlioJ* 
ed  to  the  banks.  It  stimulates  a  general  rashness  rf  «► 
terprise,  and  aggravates  the  fluctuations  of  commerce  a* 
the  currency.  This  result  was  strikingly  exhibited  don*! 
the  late  opeqitions  of  the  deposite  system,  and  espedsiTj* 
the  purchases  of  public  lands.  The  order  which  ultinsawy 
directed  the  payment  of  gold  and  silver  in  such  parcnasj 
greatly  checked,  but  would  not  altogether  prevent,  ^^^ 
Specie  was  indeed  more  difficult  to  be  procured  than  W 
notes  which  the  banks  could  themselves  create  at  pleasarei 
but  stilljbeing  obtained  from  them  asa  loan,  and  returned ai 
a  deposite,  which  they  were  again  at  liberty  to  use,  it  only 
passed  round  the  circle  with  diminished  speed.    This  ope- 
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niion  could  not  have  been  performedi  had  the  funds  (if  the 
Goremmeot  gone  into  the  Treasury,  to  be  regularly  dis- 
haned,  and  not  into  banks,  to  be  loaned  out  for  their  own 
profii,  wfaiie  tbey  were  permitted  to  substitute  for  it  a 
credit  in  account. 

loeipressing  these  sentiments,  I  desire  not  to  under- 
nlue  toe  benefits  of  a  salutary  credit  to  any  branch  of  en- 
terprise. The  eredit  bestowed  on  probity  and  industry  is 
itoJQSt  reward  of  merit,  and  an  honorable  incentive  to  fur- 
ther acqaisiiion.  None  oppose  it  who  love  their  country 
add  anderatand  its  welfare.  Bui  when  it  is  unduly  encou- 
nged—when  it  is  made  to  inflame  the  public  mind  with  the. 
tenptations  of  sudden  and  unsubstantial  wealth— when  it 
tarns  industry  into  paths  that  lead  sooner  or  later  to  disap- 
poinlmeDt  aod  distress — it  becomes  liable  lo  censure,  and 
needs  coneclion.  Far  from  helping  probity  and  industry, 
the  rain  to  which  it  leads  falls  most  severely  on  the  great 
kkoring  classes,  who  are  thrown  suddenly  ou;  of  employ- 
Bent,  and,  by  the  failure  of  ma^ificent  schemes  never  in- 
tended to  enrich  them,  are  deprived  in  a  nu>ment  of  tlieir 
floly  resource.  Abuses  of  cr^il  and  excesses  in  specula- 
tion will  happen  in  despite  of  the  most  salutary  laws;  no 
Gorernmeqt,  perhaps,  can  altogether  prevent  them;  but 
wdy  every  (iovemment  can  refrain  from  conti'ibuiing  Uje 
tt'oiuhM  that  calls  them  into  life. 

Since,  therefore,  experience  has  shown,  that  to  lend  the 
jnotic  money  to  the  local  banks  is  hazardous  to  the  opera- 
tms  of  (he  Government,  at  least  of  doubtful  benefit  to  the 
BHitations  themselves,  and  productive  of  disastrous  dc- 
laogement  in  the  business  and  currency  of  the  country,  is 
tt  die  part  of  wisdom  again  to  renew  the  connexion? 

Ii  is  true  that  such  an  agency  is  in^nany  respects  con- 
vnienl  to  the  Treasury,  but  it  is  no^^dispensable.  A 
limiution  of  the  expenses  of  the  Government  to  its  actual 
■ants,  and  of  the  revenue  to  those  expenses,  with  conve- 
•ent  means  for  its  prompt  application  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  raised,  are  the  objects  which  we  should  seek 
to  accomplish.  The  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and 
nubursemcnt  ^jf  the  public  money,  can,  it  is  believed,  be 
■ell  managed  by  officers  of  the  Uovcrnment.  Us  col- 
lation, and,  to  a  great  extent,  its  disbursement  also,  have 
indeed  been  hitherto  conducted  solely  by  them  ;  neither 
Mtional  nor  State  banks,  when  employed,  being  required 
lo  do  more  than  keep  it  safely  while  in  their  custody, 
1^  transfer  and  pay  it  in  such  portions  and  at  such  times 
to  the  Treasury  shall  direct, 
Surely  banks  are  not  more  able  than  the  Government 
to  secure  the  money  in  their  possession  against  accident, 
'Jofence,  or  fraud.  The  assertion  that  they  are  so,  must 
Jtoume  that  a  vault  in  a  bank  is  stronger  than  a  vault  in 
« Treasury;  and  that  directors,  cashiers,  and  clerks, 
tot  selected  by  the  Government,  nor  under  its  control,  are 
•w*  worthy  of  eonfidencc  than  officers  selected  from  the 
toOpIe  and  responsible  to  the  Government ;  officers  bound 
^official  oaths  and  bonds  for  a  fuifhful  performance  of 
wir  duiies,  and  constantly  subject  to  the  supervision  of 

The  difficulties  of  transfer,  and  the  aid  heretofore  i*en- 
■red  by  banks,  liave  been  less  than  is  usually  supposed, 
"he  actual  accounts  show  that  by  far  the  larger  portion  of 
laymsQts  is  made  within  short  or  convenient  distances 
(ma  the  places  of  collecticn ;  and  tlie  whole  number  of 
rarrant^  issued  at  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1834 — a  year, 
Ito  results  of  which  will,  it  is  believed,  afford  a  safe  test  for 
be  future — ^fell  short  of  five  thousand,  or  eui^  average  of 
aathan  one  daily  for  each  State  ;  in  the  city  of  New 
Totk  they  did  not  average  more  than  two  a  day,  and  at 
ke  dty  tii  Washington,  only  four. 

The  difficulties  heretofore  existing  are,  moreover,  dally 
isseoed  by  an  increase  in  the  cheapness  and  facility  of 
Xtunanication ;  and  it  may  be  asserted  with  confidence, 
tot  the  necessary  transfer^  as  well  as  the  safe-keeping 
ad  disbursements  of  the  public  moneys,  can  be  with  safe- 
rand  convenience  accomplished  through  the  agencies  of 
'reasory  officers.  The  opinion  has  been,  in  some  degree, 
Mfirmed  by  actual  experience  since  the  discontinuance  of 
tobanks  38  fiscal  agents,  in  May  last;  a  period  which, 
vm  the  enkbarrassments  in  commercial  iiitercourse,  pre- 


sented obstacles  as  great  as  any  that  may  be  hereafter  ap- 
prehended. 

The  manner  of  keeping  the  public  money  since  that 
period  is  fully  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  That  officer  also  suggests  the  propriety  of  as- 
signing, by  law,  certain  additional  duties  to  existing  estah- 
lisnmeiits  and  officers,  which,  with  the  modifications  and 
safeguards  referred  to  by  him,  will,  he  thinks,  enable  the 
Depaitraent  to  continue  to  perform  this  branch  of  the  pub* 
lie  service,  wtlhout  any  materied  addition  either  to  their 
number  or  to  the  present  expense.  The  extent  of  the  bu^i- 
ne<'8  to  be  transacted  has  already  been  stated;  and  iu  re- 
spect to  the  amount  of  money  with  which  the  officers  em- 
ployed would  be  intrusted  at  any  one  time,  it  appears  that, 
assuming  a  balance  of  five  millions  to  be  at  {.it  tunes  kept 
in  the  Troasury,  and  the  whole  of  it  lefl  in  the  hands  of 
the  collectors  and  receivers,  the  proportion  of  each  would' 
not  exceed  an  average  of  thirty  thousand  dollars;  but 
that,  deducting  one  million  for  the  use  of  the  mint,  and  as- 
suming the  remaining  four  millions  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
one-half  of  the  present  number  of  officers — a  supposition 
deemed  more  likely  to  correspond  with  th^fdct — the  sum 
in  the  hands  of  each  would  still  be  less  than  the  amount  of 
most  of  the  bonds  now  taken  from  the  receivers  of  public 
money.  Every  apprehension,  however,  on  the  subjeQt, 
either  in  respect  to  the  safety  of  the  money,  or  the  faithful 
discharge  ot  these  fiscal  transactions,  may,  it  appears  to 
me,  be  effectually  removed  by  adding  to  the  present  means 
of  the  Treasury  the  establishment  b^  law,  at  a  few  im- 
portant points,  of  olfices4br  the  deposite  and  disbursement 
of  such  portions  of  the  public  revenue  as  cannot,  with  ob- 
vious safety  and  convenience,  be  leR  in  the  possession  of 
the  collecting  officers  until  paid  over  by  them  to  the  public 
creditors.  Neither  the  amounts  retained  in  their  hands, 
nor  those  deposited  in  the  offices,  would,  in  an  ordinaiy 
condition  of  the  revenue,  be  larger  in  most  cases  than  those 
often  under  the  control  of  dishur^ing  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  and  ini^ht  be  made  entirely  safe,  by  requiring 
such  securities,  and  exercising  such  controlling  supervision, 
as  Congress  may  by  law  prescribe.  The  principal  ofliccrs 
whose  appointments  would  become  necessary  under  this 
plan,  taking  the  largest  number  suggested  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  would  not  exceed  ten;«iior  the  additional 
expenses,  at  the  same  estimate,  sixty  thousand  dollars  a 
year. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  obligation  of  tliose  who  are 
intrusted  with  the  affairs  of  Government,  to  conduct  them 
with  as  little  cost  to  the  natiim  as  is  cpnsistent  with  the 
public  interest ;  and  it  is  for  Cnnj^ress,  and  ultimately  for 
the  people,  to  decide  ivhe'iier  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
keeping  our  fiscal  concerns  apart,  and  severing  the  connex- 
ion which  has  hitherto  existed  between  the  Government 
and  banks,  offer  sufficient  advantages  to  justify  the  necea- 
sary  expenses.  If  the  object  to  be  accomplished  is  deemed 
important  to  the  future  welfare  of  the  country,  I  cannot  al- 
low myself  to  believe  that  the  addition  to  the  public  expen- 
diture of  comparatively  so  small  an  amount  as  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  effect  it,  will  be  objected  to  by  the  people. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
herewith  communicated,  tliat  the  fiscal  affairs  of  that  De- 
partment have  been  successfully  conducted  since  May  last 
upon  the  principle  of  dealing  only  in  the  legol  currency  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  that  it  needs  no  legislation  to  main- 
tain its  crcdit,and  facilitate  the  management  of  its  concerns; 
the  existing  laws  being,  in  the  opinion  of  that  officer,  ample 
for  those  objects. 

Difficulties  will  doubtless  be  encountered  fur  a  season,  and 
increased  services  re(|uired  from  the  public  functionaries; 
such  are  usually  incident  to  the  commencement  of  every 
system,  but  they  will  be  greatly  lessened  in  the  progress  of 
its  operations. 

The  power  and  influence  supposed  to  be  connected  with 
tlie  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public  monev,  are 
topics  on  which  the  public  mind  is  naturally,  ancf  with 
great  propriety,  peculiarly  sensitive.  Much  has  been 
said  on  them,  in  reference  to  the  proposed  separation  of 
the  Government  from  the  banking  institutions ;  and  sure- 
ly no  one  can  object  to  any  appeals  or  animadversions  on 
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the  subject,  which  are  consistent  wiih  facto,  and  evince  a 

e roper  respect  for  the  iiU^lligence  of  the  people.  If  a 
'Iiief  Magistrate  may  be  allowed  to  speak  for  himself 
on  such  a  point,  I  can  truly  say»  that  to  me  nothing  would 
be  more  acceptable  than  ibe  withdrawal  from  the  Execu- 
tive, to  the  greatest  piacticable  extent,  of  all  concern  in 
the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue :  not 
that  I  would  shrink  from  any  responsibility  cast  upon  roc 
by  the  duties  of  my  office,  but  because  it  is  my  firm  be* 
Hef  that  its  capacity  for  usefulness  is  in  no  degree  pro- 
moled  by  the  possession  of  any  patronaf^  not  actually 
necessary  to  the  performance  of  tnoae  duties.  But  under 
our  present  form  of  government,  the  intervention  of  the 
executive  officers  in  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money  seems  to  be  unavoidable ;  and  before  it  can 
be  admitted  that  the  influence  and  power  of  the  Executive 
would  be  increased  by  dispensing  with  the  agency  of 
banks,  the  nature  of  that  intervention  in  such  an  agency 
must  be  carefully  regarded,  and  a  comparison  must  be  in- 
stituted between  its  extent  in  the  two  cases.' 

The  reveni^can  only  be  collected  by  officers  appointed 
by  the  President,  with  the  advi<!k  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  public  moneys,  in  the  first  instance,  must,  there- 
fore, in  all  cases,  pass  through  hands  selected  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive. Other  omcers  appointed  in  the  same  way,  or,  as 
in  some  cases,  by  the  President  alone,  must  also  be  intrust- 
ed with  them  when  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  disbursement. 
It  is  thus  seen  that  even  when  banks  are  employed,  the 
public  funds  must  twice  pass  through  the  hands  of  execu- 
tive officers.  Besides  this,  the  Hiad  of  the  Treasury  De- 
girtment,  who  also  holds  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
resident,  and  some  other  officers  of  the  same  department, 
must  necessarily  be  invested  with  more  or  less  power  in 
the  selection,  continuance,  and  supervision  of  the  banks 
that  may  be  employed.  The  question  is  then  narrowed  to 
the  single  point,  wnether,  in  the  intermediate  stage  be- 
tween the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
the  agency  of  batiks  is  necessary  to  avoid  a  d  ingerous 
extension  of  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  Executive? 
But  is  it  clear  that  the  connexion  of  the  Executive  with 
powerful  moneyed  institutions,  capable  of  ministering  to 
the  intereatsof  men  in  points  where  they  are  mostticccssi- 
ble  to  corruption,^s  less  liable  to  abuse,  than  his  constitu- 
tional agency  in  the  appointment  and  control  of  the  few 
picblic  omcers  required  by  the  proposed  plan  ?  Will  the 
public  money,  when  in  their  Imnds,  be  necessarily  exposed 
to  any  improper  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  f 
May  It  not  be  hoped  that  a  prudent  fear  of  public  jealousy 
and  disapprobation,  in  a  matter  so  peculieuiy  exposed  to 
them,  will  deter  him  from  any  such  interference,  even  if 
higher  motives  be  found  inoperative  ?  May  not  Congress 
so  regulate  by  law  the  duty  of  those  officers,  and  subject 
it  to  such  supervision  and  publicity,  as  to  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  any  serious  abuse  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  ? 
and  is  there  equal  room  for  such  supervision  and  publicity 
in  a  connexion  with  banks,  actino|  under  Uie  shield  of  cor- 
porate immunities,  and  conducted  by  persons  irresponsible 
to  the  Government  and  the  people  7  It  is  believed  that  a 
considerate  and  candid  investigation  of  these  Questions  will 
result  in  the  conviction  that  the  proposed  plan  is  far  less 
liable  to  objection,  on  the  score  of  Executive  patronage  and 
control,  than  any  bank  agency  tliat  has  been,  or  can  be, 
devised. 

With  these  views,  I  leave  to  Congress  the  measures  ne- 
cessary to  regulate,  in  the  present  emergency,  the  safe- 
keeping and  transfer  of  the  public  moneys.  In  the  perform- 
ance of  constitutional  duty,  I  have  stated  to  them,  without 
reserve,  the  result  of  my  own  reflections.  The  subject  is 
of  great  importance,  and  one  on  which  we  can  scarcely  ex- 
pect to  be  as  united  in  sentiment  as  we  are  in  interest.  It 
deserves  a  full  and  free  discussion,  and  cannot  fail  to  be 
benefited  by  a  disnassionate  comparison  of  opinions.  Well 
awn  re  myself  of  the  duty  of  reciprocal  concession  among 
the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government,  I  can  pro- 
mise a  reasonable  spirit  of  co-operation,  so  fai  as  it  can 
be  indulged  in  without  the  surrender  ef  constitutional  ob- 
jcciions,  which  1  believe  to  be  well  founded.  Any  system 
that  may  be  adopted  should  be  subjected  to  th«  fullest  le- 


gal provision,  so  as  to  leave  nothing  to  the  £iecnlifeb|| 
what  is  necessai-y  to  the  discharge  of  the'Suties  impo«edol 
him;  and  whatefer  plan  may  oe  ultimately  estaUiM 
my  own  part  shall  be  so  discharged  as  to  give  is  ilaiaf 
trial,  and  the  best  prospect  of  success. 

The  character  of  the  funds  to  be  received  and  disbnwl 
in  the  transactions  of  the  Government,  likewise  denun^ 
your  RTiOst  careful  consideration. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  those  %ho  fr$mtA 
adopted  the  constitution,  having  in  immediate  view 
depreciated  paper  of  the  confederacy — of  which  fifet 
dred  dollars  in  paper  were,  at  times,  only  equsMoi 
dollar  in  coiiT^  intended  to  prevent  Che  recurrence  of  a 
lar  evils,  so  far  at  least  as  lelated  to  the  transactioosof  I 
new  Government.    They  gave  to  Congress  rxpren 
ers  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate  the  value 
of  foreign  coin ;  they  refused  to  »give  it  power  to 
lish  corporations — the  agents  then,  as  now,  chieAy* 
ployed  to  create  a  paper  currency ;  they  prohibited 
States  from  inking  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  t  ti 
tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  and  the  first  ConereA^ 
rected,  by  positive  law,  that  the  revenue  should  be  1 
ceived  in  nothing  but  gold  and  silver. 

Public  exig:ency  at  tne  outset  of  the  Oovcrrmenl, 
out  direct  legislative  authority,  led  to  the  use  of  bts 
fiscAlaids  to  the  Treasury.    In  admitted  deviatioo  I 
the  law,  at  the  same  period,  and  under  the  sameexii 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  received  their  notes  in] 
ment  of  duties.    The  sole  ground  on  which  the  prac 
thus  commenced,  was  then,  or  has  since  been  justif 
the  certain,  immediate,  and  convenient  exchange  of  i 
notes  for  specie.  4P^®  Government  did  indeed  receiTi 
inconvertiole  not^of  State  banks  during  the  diffico) 
of  war ;  aiid  the  community  submitted  without  a  rooif 
to  the  unequal  taxation  and  multiplied  evils  of  w| 
such  a  course  was  productive.     With  the  war,  this  * 
gence  ceased ;  and  th6  banks  were  obliged  aguin  toi 
their  notes  in  gold  and  silver.    The  Trcasuiy,  in  at 
ance  with  previous  practice,  continued  to*  dispense 
the  currency  required  by  the  act  of  1789,  and  took 
notes  of  banks,  m  full  confidence  of  their  being  paid  iof 
cie  on  demand  ;  and  Congress,  to  guard  agaiost  the  9\ 
est  violation  of  this  principle,  have  declared,  by  law, " 
if  notes  arc  paid  in  the  transactions  of  the  Govcn»ine< 
must  be  under  such  circumstances  as  to  enable  the  m 
to  convert  them  into  specie  without  depreciation  or  del 

Of  my  own  duties  under  the  extsting  laws,  wb( 
banks  suspended  specie  fmymentSy  1  could  not  d( 
Pircctions  were  'immediately  given  lo  prevent  tb< 
ception  into  the  Treasury  of  x.ny  thing  but  gold  »' 
ver  or  its  equivalent;  and  every  practicable  arrange 
was  made  to  preserve  the  public  faith  by  sintk 
fqi:tvalcnt  payments  to  the  public  erf  ditors.    Tliej 
enue  from  lands  had  been  for  some  time  substantial 
collected,  under  the  order  issued  by  the  directi 
my  predecessor.     The  effeets  of  that  order  hid 
salutary,  and  its  forecast  in  reeard  to  the  increasif 
security  of  bank  paper  had  become  so  apparent,  I 
even  before  the  catastrophe,  I  had  resolved  not  toil 
fere  with  its  operation.      Congress    is  now  to 
whether  the  revenue  shall  continue  to  be  so  colled^ 

not> 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  bank  notes  ni 
deemed  in  specie  on  demand,  will  not,  1  prcsui 
sanctioned.     It  would  destroy,  without  the  cict 
war  or  public  distress,  that  equality  of  imports,  and 
tity  of  commcrciaf  regulation,  which  lie  at  the 
tion  of  our  confederacy,  and  would  oflTcr  to  each 
a  direct  temptation  to  increase  its  foreign  trade,  bj 
precialing  the  currency  received  for  duties  in  itsp' 
Such  a  proceeding  would  also,  in  a  great  degree, 
trate  the  policy,  so  highly  cherished,  of  infusing  intoj 
circulation  a  larger  proportion  of  the  precious  meti 
policy  the  wisdom  of  which  none  can  doubt,  the 
\tiere  may  bef  different  opinions  as  to  the  extent  to  w 
it  should  be  carried.    Iff  resulu  faave  been  aiready ' 
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ftttspicioos,  and  its  success  is  too  closely  interwoven  with 
the  future  prosperity  of  the  country,  to  permit  us  for  a 
moment  to  contemplate  its  abandonment.  We  have 
teen,  undtr  its  influence,  our  specie  augmented  beyond 
etKbty  miitionsi  bur  coinage  increased  so.  as  to  make  that 
ofVotd  amount,  between  August,  1834,  and  December, 
1^  to  ten  millions  of  dollars;  exceeding  the  whole 
eoiMge  at  the  mint  during  the  thirty-one  previous  years. 
The  prospect  of  further  improvement  continued  without 
tbttement  until  the  nwipent  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
psyiaentSb  1* his  policy  has  now,  indeed,  been  suddenly 
ehfcked,  but  is  still  far  from  being  overthrown.  Amidst 
iH  conHicthig  theories,  one  position  is  undeniable:  the 
precious  metala  will  invariably  disappear  w4ien  there 
cesses  to  be  a  necessity  for  their  use  as  a  circulating  nke- 
dioro.  It  was  in  strict  accordance  with  this  truth,  that 
whilst,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  they  were  every  where 
seen,  snd  were  current  for  all  ordinary  purposes,  they 
disappenred  from  circulntion  the  moment  the  payment 
of  specie  was  refused  by  the  banks,  and  the  community 
tieitly  agreed  to  dispense  with  its  employment.  Their 
place  was  supplied  by  a  currency  exclusively  of  paper, 
and,  in  msny  cases,  of  the  worst  description.  Already 
are  the  bank  notes  now  in  circulation  greatly  deprecia- 
ted, snd  they  fluctuate  in  value  between  one  place  and 
inother«  thus  drminiehing  and  making  uncertain  the 
worth  of  property  and  the  price  of  labor,  and  failing  to 
ssbserve,  except  at  a  heavy  loss,  the  purposes  of  busi- 
nesB.  With  each  succeeding  day  the  metallic  currency 
decreases;  by  some  it  is  hoarded  in  the  nsettiral  fear  that, 
once  parted  with,  it  cannot  he  replaced;  while  by  others 
it  is  diverted  from  its  more  legitimate  nses,  for  the  sake 
ol  pan.  Should  Congress  sanction  this  condition  of 
things,  by  making  irredeemable  paper  money  receivable 
in  payment  of  public  dues,  a  temporary  check  to  a  wise 
and  salutary  poficy  will,  in  all  probability,  be  converted 
into  its  absolute  destructinn* 

It  is  true  that  bank  notes  actually  convertible  into  spe- 
cie may  be  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue,  without 
being  fiable  to  all  these  objections,  i9id  that  such  a 
ccmrse  may,  to  some  extent,  promote  individual  conve^ 
sience;  an  object  always  to  be  considered  where'  it  does 
not  conflict  with  the  principles  of  our  Government  or 
the  general  welfare  of  the  country.  If  such  notes  only 
were  received,  and  always  under  circumstances  allow- 
ing  their  early  presentation  for  payment,  and  if,  at  short 
snd  fixed  periods,  they  were  converted  into  specie,  to 
be  kept  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  some  of  the 
*koit  serious  obstacles  to  their  reception  would  perhaps 
be  removed.  To  retain  the  notes  in  the  Tressury  would 
be  to  renew,  under  another  form,  the  loans  of  public 
>toney  to  the  banks,  and  the  evils  consequent  thereon. 

It  is,  however,  a  mistaken  impression,  that  any  large 
sQKMint  of  specie  is  required  for  public  payments.  Of 
the  serenty  or  eighty  millions  now  estimated  to  be  in 
^  country,  ten  millions  would  be  abundantly  sufficient 
^  that  pnrpose,  provided  an  accumulation  of  a  large 
smount  of  revenue,  beyond  the  necessary  wants  of  the 
^emment,  t>e  hereafter  prevented,  if  to  these  con- 
Mderations  be  added  the  facilities  which  will  arise  from 
fflablinif  the  Treasury  to  satisfy  the  public  creditors,  by 
J«  drafts  or  notes  received  in  psyment  of  the  public 
«|ica,  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  no  motive  of  conve- 
nience to  the  citizen  requires  the  reception  of  bank 
l»per. 

To  say  that  the  refusal  of  paper  money  by  the  Gov 
cninaent  introduces  an  unjust  discrimination  between 
)he  currency  received  by  it,  and  that  used  by  individuals 
;«  their  ordinsry  aflairs,  is,  in  my  Judgment,  to  view  it 
jy  a  very  erroneous  light.  The  constitution  prohibits 
*«  States  from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a 
lender  in  the  payment  of  debts,  and  thus  secures  to 
^«y  citizen  a  right  to  demand  psyment  In  the  legal  I 


currency.  To  provide  by  law  that  the  Government  will 
only  receive  its  dues  in  gold  and  silver,  is  not  to  confer 
on  it  any  peculiar  privilege,  but  merely  to  place  it  on 
an  equality  with  the  citizen,  by  reserving  to  it  a  right 
secured  to  him  by  the  constitution.  It  is  doubtless  for 
this  reason  that  the  principle  has  been  sanctioned  by 
successivle  laws,  from  the  time  of  the  first  Congress  un- 
der the  constitution  down  to  the  last.  '  Such  precedents, 
never  objected  to,  and  proceeding  from  such  sources* 
afford  a  decisive  answer  to  the  imputation  of  inequality 
or  injustice. 

But,  in  fact,  the  measure  is  one  of  restriction,  not  of 
favor.  To  forbid  the  public  agent  to  receive  in  payment 
any  other  than  a  certain  kind  of  money,  is  to  refase  him 
a  discretion  possessed  'by  every  citizen.  It  may  be  lef% 
to  those  who  have  the  management  of  their  own  trans- 
actions, to' make  their  own  terms;  but  no  such  discretion 
should  be  given  to  him  who  acts  merely  as  an  agent  of 
the  people,  who  is  to  collect  what  the  law  requires, 
and  to  pay  the  appropriations  it  makea.  When  bank 
notes  are  redeemed" on  demand,  there  is  then  no  discrimi- 
nation in  reality,  for  the  individual  who  receives  them 
may,  at  his  option,  substitute  the  specie  for  them;  he 
takes  them  from  convenience  or  choice.  When  they 
are  not  so  redeemed,  it  will  scarcely  be  contended  that 
their  receipt  andl)ayment,  by  a  public  officer,  should  be 
permitted,  though  none  deny  that  right  to  an  individual; 
if  it  were,  the  effect  would  be  most  injurious  to  the  pub- 
lic, since  their  officer  could  make  none  of  those  arrange- 
ments to  meet  or  guard  against  the  depreciation,  which 
an  individual  is  at  liberty  to  do.  Nor  can  inconveni- 
ence to  the  community  be  alleged  as  an  objection  to  such 
a  regulation.  '  Its  object  and  motive  are  their  conve- 
nience  and  welfare. 

If,  at  a  moment  of  simultaneous  and  unexpected  sus- 
pension by  the  banks,  it  adds  something  to  the  many 
embarrassments  of  that  proceeding,  yet  these  are  far 
overbalanced  by  its  direct  tendency  to  produce  a  wider 
circulation  of  gold  and  silver,  to  increase  the  safety  of 
bank  paper,  to  improve  the  general  currency,  and  thus 
to  prevent  altogether  such  occurrences,  and  the  otlier 
and  far  greater  evils  that  attend  them. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  questioned,  whether  it  is  not  for 
the  interest  of  the  banks  themselves  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  receive  their  paper.  They  would  be 
conducted  with  more  caution,  and  on  sounder  principles. 
By  using  specie  only  in  its  transactions,  the  Government 
would  create  a  demand  for  it,  which  would,  to  a  great 
extent,  .prevent  its  exportation,  and,  by  keeping  it  in 
circulation,  maintain  a  broader  and  safer  basis  for  the 
paper  currency.  That  the  banks  would  thus  be  render- 
ed more  sound,  and  the  community  more  safe,  cannot 
admit  of  a  doubt. 

The  foregoing  views,  it  seems  to  me,  do  but  fairly 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  federal  constitution  in  re- 
lation to  the  currency,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  public 
revenue.  At  the  time  that  instrument  was  framed, 
there  were  but  three  or  fmir  banks  in  the  United  States; 
and  had  the  extension  of  the  bsnking  system,  and  the 
evils  growing  out  of  it,  been  foreseen,  they  would 
probsbly  have  been  specislly  guarded  against.  The 
same  policy  which  led  to  the  prohibition  of  bills  of 
credit  by  the  States,  would,  doubtless,  in  that  event, 
have  also  interdicted  their  issue  as  a  currency  in  any 
other  ibrnv  The  constitution,  however,  contains  no 
such  prohibition;  and,  since  the  States  have  exercised 
for  nearly  half  a  century  the  power  to  regulate  the  busi- 
ness of  banking,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  it  will  be 
abandoned.  The  whole  matter  is  now  under  discussion 
before  the  proper  tribunal — ^the  people  of  the  States. 
Never  before  has  the  public  mind  been  so  thoroughly- 
awakened  to  a  proper  sense  of  its  importance;  never 
has  the  subject,  m  all  its  bearings,  been  submitted  to  so 
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searchfng  an  inquiry.  It  would  be  distrusting^  the  in- 
telligence und  virtue  of  the  people  to  doubt  the  speedy 
•nd  efficient  adoption  of  such  measures  of  reform  as  tbe 
public  ifood  demands.  All  that  can  rightfully  be  done 
ny  the  federal  Government,  to  promote  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  important  object,  will,  without  doubt,  be 
performed* 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  all  the 
remedies  aptinat  a  depreciated  paper  currency  which 
the  constitution  enables  us  to  afford*  -The  Treasury 
Department,  on  several  former  occasions,  has  suggested 
the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uniform  law  concern- 
ing bankmptcies  of  corporations,  and  other  bankers. 
Through  the  instnimentality  of  such  a  law,  a  salutary 
check  may  doubtless  be  imposed  on  the  issues  of  paper 
money,  and  an  effectual  remedy  given  to  the  citizen  in 
a  way  at  once  equal  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  fully 
authorized  by  the  constitution. 

The  indulgence  j^nted  by  executive  anthortty  in  the 
payment  of  bonds  for  duties  has  been  already  mentioned. 
Seeing  that  the  immediate  enforcement  of  these  obliga- 
tions would  subject  a  large  and  highly  respectable  por- 
tion of  our  citizens  to  great  sacrifices,  and  believing  that 
a  temporary  postponement  could  be  made  without  det- 
riment to  other  interests,  and  with  increased  certainty  of 
ultimate  payment,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  comply  with  the 
request  that  was  made  of  me.  The  terms  allowed  are, 
to  the  full  extent,  as  liberal  as  any  that  are  to  be  found 
in  the  practice  of  the  Executive  Department.  It  re- 
mains tor  Congress  to  decide  whether  a  further  post- 
ponement may  not  with  propriety  be  allowed,  and,  if 
BO,  their  legpi^lation  upon  the  subject  is  respectfully  in- 
vited. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  ex- 
hibit the  condition  of  these  debtf ;  the  extent  and  effect 
of  the  present  indulgence;  the  probable  result  of  its 
further  extension  on  the  state  of  the  Treasury^  and  ev- 
ery other  fact  necessary  to  a  full  consideration  of  the 
subject.  Similar  information  is  communicated  in  regard 
to  such  depositories  of  the  public  moneys  as  are  indebted 
to  the  Government,  in  order  that  Congress  may  also 
adopt  the  proper  measures  in  regard  to  them. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  and  an  estimate  of  those  for  the  residue,  will  be 
laid  before  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In 
his  report  of  December  last,  it  was  estimated  that  the 
current  receipts  would  fall  short  of  the  expenditures  by 
•about  three  millions  of  dollars.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
difTcrence  will  be  much  greater.  This  is  to  be  attrib- 
uted not  only  to  the  occurrence  of  greater  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments in  the  business  of  the  country  than  those 
whi^h  were  then  predicted,  and,  consequently,  a  greater 
dimmuttoh  in  the  revenue,  but  also  to  the  fact  that  the 
appropriations  exceeded,  by  nearly  six  millions,  the 
amount  which  was  asked  for  in  the  estimates  then  sub- 
mitted. The  sum  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  year, 
beyond  the  probable  receipts,  and  the  amount  which  it 
was  intended  should  be  reserved  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  will  be  about  six  millions. 
If  the  whole  of  the  reserve^  balance  be  not  at  once  ap- 
plied to  the  current  expenditures,  but  four  millions  be 
still  kept  in  the  Treasury,  as  seems  most  expedient,  for 
the  uses  of  the  mint,  and  to  meet  contingencies,  the  sum 
needed  will  be  ten  millions. 

In  making  this  estimate,  the  receipts  are  calculated  on 
the  supposition  of  some  further  extension  of  the  indul- 
gence granted  in  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties,  which 
will  affect  the  amoiint  of  the  revenue  for  the  present 
year  to  the  extent  of  two  and  a  half  millions. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  required  amount  by 
loans  or  Increased  taxation.  1'here  are  now  in  the 
Treasurir  nine  million  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars,  directed  by 


the  act  of  the  33d  of  June,  1S36,  to  be  deposited  tiik 
the  States  in  October  next.  This  sum,  if  so  depoaled, 
will  be  subject,  under  the  law,  to  be  recalled,  ifscedd, 
to  defray  existing  appropriationst  and  as  it  is  now  erilest 
that  the  whole,  or  the  principal  part  of  it,  will  bewint* 
ed  for  that  purpose,  it  appears  most  proper  that  tbe  d^ 
powte  should  be  withheld.  Until  the  amount  cm  be 
collected  from  the  banks, Treasury  notes  may  be  tenpo> 
rarily  issued,  to  be  gradually  redeemed  as  it  js  receini 

I  am  aware  that  this  course  may  be  productive  sf  is* 
convenience  to  many  of  the  States.  Relying  iipoitbe 
acts  of  Congress  which  he}d  out  to  them  the  strosg 
probability,  if  not  the  certainty,  of  receiving  ibis  imtil' 
ment^  thaf  have  in  some  inaiauces  adopted  messam 
auth  which  its  retention  may  seriously  interfere.  Tfat 
such  a  condition  of  thin^  should  have  occarredf  ii 
much' to  be  regretted.  It  is  not  the  least  aniong  the  m- 
fortunate  results  of  the  disasters  of  the  timet;  snd  it  ii 
for  Congress  to  devise  a  fit  remedy,  if  there  be  one. 
The  money  being  indispensable  to  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  upon  what  ptiscipk 
of  justice  or  expediency  its  application  to  tM  object 
can  be  avoided.  To  recall  any  portions  of  the  win 
already  deposited  with  ihe  States,  would  be  more  in- 
convenient and  leas  efficient.  To  burden  the  cottnlij 
with  increased  taxation,  when  there  is  in  fact  a  lirje 
surplus  revenue,  Would  be  unjust  apd  unwise;  tonitt 
moneys  by  loans  under  ouch  circumstaocei^  and  thmti 
commence  a  new  national  debt,  would'^warcely  be  aa^ 
tioned  by  the  American  people. 

The  plan  proposed  will  be  adequate  to  all  our  iiiaj 
operations,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Shoin 
it  be  adopted,  the  Treasury,  aided  by  the  ample  » 
sources  of  the  country,  will  be  able  to  discharge,  pu» 
tuaWy,  every  pecuniary  obfigation.  For  the  tuiare,  il 
that  is  needed  will  be  that  caution  and  forbeannceii 
appropriations  which  the  diminution  of  the  rerenoi 
requires,  and  which  the  complete  accompliihmefit « 
great  forwardness  of  many  expensive  national  undj 
takings  rendeiv  equally  conaistent  with  prvdcDcettl 
patriotic  liberality. 

The  preceding  suggestions  and  recommendatioDiu* 
submitted,  in  the  belief  that  their  adoption  by  CongfM 
will  enable  the  Executive  Department  to  condoctsjl 
fiscal  concerns  with  success,  so  far  as  their  manageo^ 
hus  been  committed  to  it;  Whilst  the  objects,  and  fbl 
means  proposed  to  attain  them,  are  within  its  oonitAfr 
tional  powers  and  appropriate  duties,  they  will  iX^ 
same  lime,  it  is  hopeil,  by  their  necessary  op*'««J 
afford  essential  aid  in  the  transaction  of  indiridoal  eafr 
cerns,  and  thus  yield  relief  to  the  people  at  laryeiH 
form  adapted  to  the  nature  of  our  C^ovemment  Twg 
who  look  to  the  action  of  this  Government  for  ip^g 
aid  to  the  citizens  to  relieve  embarrassments  aiM 
from  losses  by  revulsions  in  commerce  and  credit  W 
aight  of  the  ends  for  which  it  was  created,  and  the  p# 
era  with  which  it  is  clothed.  It  was  esUblisfaed  togm 
security  to  us  all,  in  our  lawful  and  honorable  ppfsflil^ 
under  the  lasting  safeguard  of  republican  institutiowkl 
was  not  intended  to  eonfer  special  favors  on  indinduii 
or  on  any  classes  of  them;  to  create  systems  of  agrW 


to  be  directed  for  the  benefit  of  any  one  class,  eq^^ 
lent  favors  muat,  in  justice,  be  extended  to  ths  rtft|iM 
the  attempt  to  bestow  such  favors  with  an  equal  M^ 
or  even  to  select  those  whQ  should  most  deserve  th* 
would  never  be  successful.  All  communities  sre sptij 
look  to  Government  for  too  much.  Even  in  o"*".*! 
country,  where  its  powers  and  duties  arc  so  ^J'lrJ 
limited,  we  are  prone  to  do  so,  especially  at  P*"?°*2 
sudden  embarraasment  and  distress.   But  Ibis  oQgbl  ^ 
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|0  be.  The  tmtaen  of  oar  excellent  conatituiioD,  and  the 
pooph  who  approved  it  vrith  calm  and  sBgacious  deltbera- 
tioD,  acted  at  the  time  on  a  sounder  principle.  They 
viaaly  judged  that  the  leaa  GoveroineDt  inteferea  with  pri- 
Tila  purauiti^  the  better  for  general  proaperity.  It  is  not 
itt  legitimate  object  to  make  men  rich,  or  to  repair,  by  di- 
rect graota  of  meney  or  Icgislaticm  in  iavor  of  particular 
pBisoid^  Josaes  not  incurrvd  in  the  public  service.  Thia 
iroold  be  aubstantially  to  use  the  property  of  aome  for  the 
benefit  of  othera.  But  its  real  duty — that  duty  the  per- 
ivoBoce  of  which  makes  a  good  Government  the  moat 
pivcioiia  of  human  blessings— -is  to  enact  and  enforce  a 
■yetem  of  general  Jaws  commensurate  with,  but  not  ezceed- 
JQb  the  objects  of  its  eatablishment,  and  to  leave  every  cit- 
■eo  and  every  interest  to  reap,  under  its  benign  proieo- 
tioo,  the  rewards  of  virtue,  industry,  and  prudence. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  on  this,  as  on  all  similar  occasions, 
itta  Federal  Government  will  find  its  agency  most  condu- 
dve  to  the  security  and  happiness  of  the  people,  when  lim- 
ited 10  the  exercise  of  its  conceded  powers.  In  never  as- 
nffling,  even  for  a  well -meant  object,  such  powers  as  were 
lot  designed  to  be  conferred  upon  it,  we  shall  in  reality  do 
»oet  for  the  general  welfare.  To  avoid  every  unneceaaary 
interference  with  the  purauits  of  the  citizen,  will  result  in 
Bore  benefit  than  to  adopt  measurea  which  could  only  aa- 
wt  limited  interests,  and  are  eagerly,  but  perhaps  naturally, 
MQght  for,  under  the  pressure  of  temporary  circumstances. 
If,  tbeiefore,  I  refrain  from  suggesting  to  Congress  any 
iftaSc  plan  for  regulating  the  exchanges  of  the  country, 
Mlieviog  mercantile  embarrassments,  or  interfering  with 
Ae  oidioaiy  operations  of  foreign  or  domestic  commerce, 
it  is  from  a  convicti^D  that  aach  measures  are  not  within 
fee  eooatitutional  province  of  the  General  Government,  and 
Ikat  their  adoption  would  not  promote  the  real  and  perma- 
kent  Wi  Ifare  of  those  they  might  be  deaigned  to  aid. 

The  diflSeulties  and  distresses  of  the  times,  though  un- 
peftionably  great,  are  limited  in  their  extent,  and  cannot 
e  regarded  as  affecting  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the 
ladoD.  Arising,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the  transactiona 
rforeign  and  domestic  commerce,  it  is  upon  them  that  they 
■TO  chiefly  fallen.  The  great  ngricultural  interest  haa,  in 
lany  parte  of  the  country,  suffered  comparatively  little ; 
hJ,  as  if  Providence  intended  to  display  the  manificenr« 
fits  goodness  at  the  moment  of  our  greatest  need,  and  in 
beet  contrast  to  the  evils  occasioned  by  the  waywardness 
f  van,  we  have  l>een.  blessed  throughout  our  extended 
ritnry  with  a  season  of  general  health  and  of  uncommon 
Bitfoluess,  The  proceeds  of  our  great  staples  will  soon 
niish  the  means  of  liquidating  debts  at  home  and  abroad, 
\A  contribute  equally  to  the  revival  of  commercial  activity, 
d  the  restoration  of  commercial  credit.  The  banks,  es- 
Miabed  avowedly  for  its  support,  deriving  their  profits 
Ml  it,  and  resting  under  obligations  to  it  which  cannot 
overlooked,  will  fed  at  once  the  necessity  and  justice  of 
iling  their  energies  with  those  of  the  mercantile  interest. 
b  sospenaioD  of  spects  payments,  at  such  a  timo  and 
<kr  such  drcanostances  as  we  have  lately  witnassed, 
Bid  not  be  other  than  a  temporary  measure ;  and  we  can 
ircely  err  iji  believing  that  the  period  must  soon  arrive 
an  all  that  are  solvent  will  redeem  their  issues  in  gold 
I  silver.  Dealings  abroad  naturally  depend  on  resources 
I  prosperity  at  home.  If  the  debt  of  our  merchants  has 
amulated,  or  their  credit  is  impaired,  these  are  fluctua* 
IS  always  incident  to  extensive  or  extravagant  mercantile 
M8ction<i.  But  the  ultimate  aecurity  of  such  obligations 
i  not  adroit  of  question.  I'hey  are  guarantied  by  the 
mrcea  of  a  country,  the  fruits  of  whose  industry  afford 
idaoC  means  of  ample  liquidationy  and  by  the  evident 
rest  of  every  merchant  to  sustain  a  credit,  hitherto  high, 
iromptly  applying  these  means  for  its  preservation, 
deeply  regret  that  events  have  occurred  which  require 
ioadL  your  consideration  of  such  serious  topics.  I  could 


have  wished  that,  in  nnaking  my  first  communication  to  the 
assembled  Representatives  of  my  country,  I  had  nothing  to 
dwell  upon  but  the  history  of  her  unalloyed  prosperity. 
Since  it  is  otherwise,  we  can  only  feel  more  deeply  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  respective  trusts  that  have  been  confided 
to  us,  and,  under  the  preaaure  of  difliculties,  unite  in 
invoking  the  guidance  and  aid  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of 
nations,  and  in  laboring  with  zealous  resolution  to  over- 
come the  difficulties  by  which  we  are  environed. 

It  is,  under  such  circumstances,  a  high  gratification  to 
know,  by  long  experience,  that  we  act  for  a  people  to  whom 
the  truth,  however  unpronlising,  can  always  be  spoken 
with  safety  ;  for  the  trial  of  whose  patriotism  no  emergency 
is  too  severe,  and  who  are  sure  never  to  desert  a  public 
functionary  honestly  laboring  for  tlie  public  good.  It  seems 
just  that  they  ahoold  receive,  without  delay,  any  aid  in 
their  embarrassments  which  your  deliberations  can  afford. 
Coming  directly  from  the  midst  of  them,  and  knowing 
the  course  of  events  in  every  hcction  of  our  countiy»  from 
you  may  best  be  learned  as  well  the  extent  and  nature  of 
these  embarrassments,  as  the  most  desirable  measures  of 
relief. 

I  am  aware,  however,  that  it  is  not  proper  to  detain  you, 
at  present,  longer  than  may  be  demanded  by  the  special 
objects  for  which  you  are  convened.  To  them,  therefore, 
I  have  confined  ray  communication ;  and,  believing  it  will 
not  be  your  own  wish  now  to  extend  your  deliberationa 
beyond  them,  I  reserve  till  the  usual  period  of  your  annual 
meeting  that  general  information  on  the  atate  of  the  Union 
which  the  constitution  requires  me  to  give. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

WABHiiroToir,  Sept,  4,  1837. 


REPORT  OP  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Post  Oftice  DarAaTiriirT, 

September  4,  1887. 

To  the  pRESiUEirT  of  the  United  States .-  * 

Sir:  Immediately  after  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banka  in  New  York,  in  May  last,  a  circular 
waa  sent  out,  directing  all  postmasters  who  had  been  in- 
structed to  dcpoaite  the  proceeds  of  their  offices  in  banks, 
to  retain  them  in  specie  to  meet  the  drafts  of  the  Departifient. 

To  those  who  had  been  instructed  to  pay  directly  to  con- 
tractors, another  circular  was  sent  reminding  them  of  their 
duties  and  liabilities  in  reference  to  the  moneys  to  be  re- 
ceived and  paid  by  them  under  existing  laws. 

Instructions  have  recently  been  prepared,  directing  the 
manner  in  which  returns  of  cash  on  band  are  heroaAer  to 
be  made  to  the  Department,  and  forbidding  the  loaning  or 
use  of  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  public  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever.  Copies  of  these  papers  are  annexed,  marked 
A,  B,  and  0. 

In  relation  to  upwards  of  ten  thousand  of  the  post  of- 
fices, these  regulations  make  no  change.  The  only  change 
effected  by  them  is,  that  about  eleven  hundred  postmasters 
who  formerly  deposited  their  income  in  banks,  weekly, 
monthly,  or  quarterly,  according  to  its  amount,  now  re- 
tain the  money  in  their  own  hands  till  drawn  for  by  the 
Department.  To  about  nine-tenths  of  these,  the  new  syi- 
tem  is  more  convenient  than  the  old,  as  it  saves  them  the 
trouble  of  going  or  sending  to  the  banks  and  procuring  certifi- 
cales  of  depoflite ;  it  is  equally  sofe,  as  their  entire  balances 
will  be  drawn  for  as  often  as  they  are  deposited ;  and  it  is 
more  efficient,  because  some  postmasters  who  might  neglect 
to  deposite  will  not  venture  tu  dishonor  a  drafl. 

The  postmasters  who  will  not  close  their  accounts  quar- 
terly, will  not,  probably,  exceed  one  hundred;  and  the 
balances  in  their  hands,  from  quarter  to  quarter,  are  not 
likely,  under  a  proper  administration  of  the  Departmentt 
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to  exceed,  in  ordinary  times,  one  or  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  As  they  are  required  to  have  their  balances  always 
ready  in  gold  and  silver,  the  Department  will  always  have 
the  means  of  meeting  its  engagements;  and  if  a  default  in 
an  individual  case  should  occasionally  happen,  nothing  like 
a  general  refusal  to  pay,  as  in  the  case  of  the  late  deposite 
hanks,  is  ever  to  apprehended. 

It  will  ever  be  the  true  policy  of  the  Department  not  to 
have  a  large  surplus ;  and,  consequently,  there  will  be  little 
to  intrust  to  the  custody  of  postmasters  or  others.  More- 
over, the  number  of  post  offices  now  instructed  to  retain  their 
funds,  will  be  largely  reduced  U|ion  an  adjustment  of  the 
collection^  system  to  the  mail  service,  as  arranged  within 
the  last  twelve  months. 

Though  in  some  places  convenient,  banks  arc  not  neces- 
sary to  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  funds  of  this 
Department.  In  referonce  to  more  than  ten  thousand  post 
offices,  the  collections  and  disbursements  are  effected  more 
expeditiously  and  more  conveniently  without  the  interposi- 
tion of  banks,  than  they  could  be  with  it.  The  contract- 
ors who  are  creditors  of  the  Department,  are  its  collectors 
from  postmasters,  and  the  collection  and  disbursement  are 
but  one  operation.  It  is  generally  effected  in  a  few  days 
after  the  close  of  each  quarter.  The  operation  is  the 
seme  where  the  postmasters  pay  to  contractors  upon  the 
drafts  of  the  Department,  though  it  is  more  tardy.  The 
few  offices  in  reference  to  which  banks  are  a  convenience, 
are  those  whose  receipts  are  large,  and  are  not  likely  to  be 
absorbed  from  quarter  to  quarter  by  the  drafts  of  the  De- 
partment. '^J'hey  have  generally  iron  chepts  or  safes  where 
the  specie  is  kept:  and,  with  a  strict sufter vision  and  care- 
ful attention  to  their  bonds,  they  will  seldom,  if  ever,  be 
found  in  default. 

The  necessary  transfers  of  funds  are  effected  by  the  De- 
partment without  inconvenience  or  loss.  On  the  interior 
mail  routes,  the  ex]>cnditure  is  generally  greater  than  the 
income ;  so  that  after  the  contractors  have  received  the  en- 
tire revenue  of  ibe  offices  supplied  by  their,  balances  are  still 
due.  These  balances  are  as  readily  paid  off  by  drafts  on 
the  postmasters  in  the  cities  where  the  surplus  arises,  as 
they  could  be  by  checks  on  banks  in  the  same  places.  The 
process  is  rendered  the  more  easy  from  the  fact  that  the 
heaviest  surplus  accrues  at  those  points  where  funds  are  the 
most  jraluable,  particularly  at  New  York ;  so  that  the  drafts 
of  the  Department  to  pay  balances  in  the  most  distimt  parts 
of  the  Union  are  generally  better  than  cash,  being  available 
for  mercantile  remittances.  Thus,  the  necessary  transfois 
of  the  Department  are  readily  effected ;  and  as  this  state  of 
things  is  not  likely  to  change,  it  would  seldom,  if  ever, 
become  necessary  for  the  Department  to  transport  specie 
from  one  point  to  another,  if  there  was  not  a  bank  in  ex- 
istence. 

Upon  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  efforts  were  made  in 
some  quarters  to  compel  the  Department  to  receive  irre< 
deemable  and  depreciated  paper  for  postages.  Law,  justice, 
and  public  policy,  required  an  inflexible  resistance  of  these 
efforts.  Gold  and  silver  are  the  only  constitutional  and 
Yegal  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  nothing  but  that 
currency,  or  its  equivalent,  can  be  legally  offered  to  the 
public  creditors  in  payment.  All  taxes  and  postages  are 
imposed  in  tbie  currency,  and  all  contracts  are  made  upon 
its  basis.  The  public  faith  could  be  kept,  and  the  pub- 
lic business  successfully  carried  on,  only  by  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  the  plain  letter,  as  well  as  obvious  spirit,  of  the 
hw. 

•  The  undersigned  is  happy  to  state  that  all  attempts  to 
force  the  Department  to  receive  depreciated  paper  were 
soon  abandoned ;  that  little  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
in  collecting  postages  in  specie,  and  none  where  the  circu- 
lation of  change  tickets  has  been  successfully  resisted  ;  and 
that  the  credit  of  the  Department  has  been  preserved  un- 
impaired.    Nor  is  any  difficulty  apprehended,  so  long  as 


postages  are  collected  in  the  constitutional  currency  of  flie 
United  States.  But,  should  the  Department  be  compelled 
to  receive,  and  offer  to  its  creditors,  the  depreciatd  Dolei 
issued  by  hundreds  of  embarrassed,  faithless,  or  bankropt 
corporations  or  individuals,  no  sure  Ciiiculationcanbenude 
as  to  the  future ;  and  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  genenl 
discontent,  extensive  failures,  and  deplorable  disorgtnia* 
tion  throughout  the  mail  service.  With  what  face  coidJ 
the  Department  insist  on,  and  compel,  a  strict  performance 
of  contract  obligations  by  contractors,  when  stripped  of  the 
power  to  perform  the  most  vital  part  of  the  contracts  (» fsr 
as  the  interest  of  the  contractor  is  concerned)  on  ite  own 
part?  Justice  and  sound  policy  alike  demand  a  firm  ad- 
herence, in  the  mail  service,  to  the  standard  of  value,  lod 
the  basis  of  contracts  prescribed  by  the  consiitotioD,  and 
hitherto  strictly  maintained,  (except  for  a  short  period,] 
amidst  the  calamities  of  war. 

On  the  whole,  no  legislation  is  necessary  to  maintun 
the  credit  of  this  Department,  or  enable  it  to  manate  its 
fiscal  concerns,  the  existing  laws  being  deemed  ample  for 
these  purposes. 

I  h-jve  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KBND.^LL. 


A. 

Post  Opricx  D«piiitjixst, 

,  1837. 

Sin  :  You  will,  until  further  orders,  retain  the  proreedi 
of  your  office  in  your  bands,  in  specie,  to  meet  the  drafii 
of  this  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Postmaster  at 


B. 


Post  Opficb  DaPiiBTiicKT, 
Appointment  Office,  Washington,  May  16,  1887. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Postmaster  (leneral  local! 
your  particular  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  rates  of  poet* 
age,  as  established  by  law,  are  based  upon  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  ihe  United  States.  The  following  extracts  fron 
the  printed  regulations  and  the  law,  will  clearly  show  wbit 
arc  your  duties  and  responsibilities  in  relation  to  the  kind 
of  currency  to  be  received  for  postage,  viz : 

**  Vou  will  receive  nothing  but  specie,'or  iu  equivalent, 
for  postage." — Instructions  to  Postmasters,  chapter  5^ 
section  62. 

«*  Ail  payments  to  the  Department,  whether  upon  jti 
drafls  or  by  deposite  in  bank,  must  be  in  specie,  or  iti 
equivalent.  No  allowance  can  be  made  to  postmasters  f« 
the  depreciation  of  money  received  for  postage,  oor  M 
losses  by  fire,  robbery,  or  theft.*'— -Chap.  28,  section  245. 

Extract  from  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  on  the  M» 

of  April,  1836. 
"  Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  hcre8fi«j 
no  bank  notes  of  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  and 
that  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  anno  Doroiw 
1837,  no  bank  note  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  d«- 
lars  shall  be  offered  in  payment,  in  any  case  whatsoever  m 
which  money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  or  by  »* 
Post  Oflice  Department ;  nor  shall  any  bank  note,  of  any 
denomination,  be  so  offered,  unless  the  same  shall  be  psy* 
able,  and  paid  on  demand,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  at  tM 
place  where  issued,  and  which  shall  not  be  equiyaleot  to 
specie  at  the  place  where  offered,  and  convertible  intogoW 
or  silver  upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  wi™' 
out  delay  or  loss  to  him :  Provided,  That  nothing  h^ 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  make  any  thing  but  gol 
or  silver  a  legal  lender  by  any  individual,  or  by  the  "dJ^ 
States." 
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Hcoce  joa  will  perceive  that,  wbalever  you  roey  receive 
for  potlage,  yoa  are  recponsible  for  gold  or  tilver ;  and 
Ihit  it  is  onlawful  for  you  to  offer  in  payment  to  contract- 
on^  or  others,  any  note  of  any  bank  which  doos  not  pay 
iti  ootee  in  specie.  An  tlie  Foetniaster  Genetal  has  no 
power  to  release  you  from  your  responsiHlitiea  under  the 
Umt,  end  a9»  on  tbo  contrary,  it  is  b'la  duty  to  see  them 
laithfully  executed,  he  has  deemed  it  expedient  to  give  you 
tiiif  outice,  that  you  may  guard  yourself  against  loss  in  (he 
collection  of  your  postages. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servonl, 
ROBERT  JOHNSTON, 
Second  Auiaiant  Posimanter  General. 

C. 

Postmasters,  who  may  be  under  instructions  to  retain  the 
proceeds  of  their  oHices  antil  drawn  for  by  the  Dtpartment, 
will  observe  the  following  regulations,  viz : 

Those  whose  nett  proceeds  are  five  hundred  dollars  or 
more  per  week,  will  rep<jrt  the  amoant  weekly  to  the  De- 
p&rtmeDt.  Fractions  of  weeks  at  the  beginning  ond  end  of 
quarters  need  not  be  reported  separately. 

Those  whose  nett  proceeds  arc  not  6ve  hundred  dollars 
per  week,  but  amount  to  that  sum  or  more  per  month, 
will  report  them  monthly.  The  last  month  of  each  quarter 
need  not  be  reported  separately. 

At  the  end  of  each  quarter,  all  postmasters  at  draft  of- 
fices will  immediately  ascertain  the  amount  of  nett  revenue 
aceruiDg  at  their  respective  offices  during  the  quarter,  and 
report  it  forthwith  to  the  Department,  setting  down  the 
noM,  if  any,  which  may  have  been  reported  weekly 
or  monthly,  and  deducting  them,  thus  exhibiting  the  bal- 
incc  not  reported. 

AU  ibera  reports  roust  be  by  letter  addressed  to  the  Post- 
louter  General,  which  must  lie  sent  separately,  and  not 
enclosed  with  the  quarterly  accounts,  or  tied  to  them,  or 
to  anjr  other  letter  or  packet  on  other  business.  Nor  must 
It  be  deliycd  until  the  accounts  are  forwarded,  if  it  can  be 
"eni  Nwner. 

Po»tmaster8  will  not  be  permitted  to  use  or  loan  out  any 
of  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  Department,  but  will  keep 
themalwajs  on  hand  to  meet  its  drafts.  A  violation  of 
ihix  regulation  will  be  considered  good  causo  for  instant 
itmovol  and  prosecution.  Every  draft  must  be  paid  on 
Presentation. 

The  travelling  agents  of  the  Department  will  be  lu- 
lled to  call  occasionally  on  the  draft  oflices,  without 
Boticp,  for  the  purpose  of  counting  and  reporting  the  cash 
OD  hand,  and  reporting  also  ihe  manner  in  whiuh  it  is  kept. 


REPORT  ON  THE  FhNANCES. 


l^ltrfrom  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treaaun/,  transmUiing 
kit  attnuai  report  on  the  state  of  the  Jinaneea.  House 
of  Ref^reaentativea  September^,  1837/  read  and  laid 
ujm  the  table. 

Trkasubt  Dkpahtxbxt, 

September  6,  1837. 

In  pursuance  of  the  duty  of  this  Department  to  submit 
jo  Congreiis,  at  each  session,  the  state  of  the  finances,  and 
to  conformity  with  the  request  of  the  President  that  such 
other  fiscal  matters  should,  on  this  occasion,  be  presented, 
tt  appear  to  require  early  legislation,  the  undersigned  has 
Ac  honor  to  offer  the  following  report : 

1.  Co:roiTioir  of  thk  TasAsunT. 

U  is  not  proposed  to  give  all  the  particulars  relating  to 
^  teceip^  and  expenditure  which  usually  accompany  an 
"taoal  statement ;  but  an  exposition  of  them,  under  the 
cwonaary  general  headt*,  bo  far  as  tlicy  have  been  ascer- 
tained, for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  is  subjoined. 


Brief  eetimatea  for  the  other  half  are  made,  and  such  ex- 
planations added,  as  seem  necessary  to  show  with  clearnesa 
not  only  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  at  this  time,  but  its 
probable  state  for  tlie  residue  of  the  year. 

According  to  the  Treasurer's  running  account,  the  whole 
amount  of  available  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Istof  Janu-i 
ary,  1837,  applicable  to  public  purposes,  was  $42,468,859  97. 
From  that  sum,  there  were  on  that  day  reserved  $5,000,000 ; 
and  the  balance,  being  $37,468,859  97,  was,  under  tlio 
provisions  of  the  act  of  June  23,  1636,  to  lie  placed  in  dc* 
posite  with  the  States.  It  is  asoerteined  that  $27,063,430  80 
of  it  have  since  been  actually  received  by  them. 

The  amount  of  that  pertion  of  the  first  three  instalmenib> 
the  payment  of  whirh  has  not  yet  been  acknowledged, 
though  transfers  were  seasonably  issued  for  it,  is  1,165,575 
dollars,  18  cents.  The  remainder  is  $9,367,214  98, 
and  is  the  sum  which  was  designed  for  the  fourtli  instal- 
ment of  depositee  with  the  States  on  the  1st  of  October 
next.  The  amount  reserved  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ut  of 
January,  has  since  been  increased,  by  returns  subsequently 
received  from  banks,  to  the  sum  of  $6,670,137  52;  and 
which  of  course  could  not  then  be  ascertained  or  taken  into 
computation. 

Jieeeipts. 

The  receipts  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  deposited  in 
banks,  and  paid  on  drafts  by  collectors  and  receivers,  so  far 
as  ascertained,  have^l>een : 

From  customs        .  -  -  -     $7,234,451 

From  lands  -  -  -  -       5,303,731 

And  from  miscellaneous  sources      -  -  512,263 

To  these  may  be  added  about  $600,000  which  remained 
in  the  hands  of  receivers,  and  $50,000  in  those  of  collect- 
ors, subject  to  draft.  All  these  make  the  aggregate  for 
that  half  of  the  year  $  1 3, 187, 162.  If  no  further  postpone- 
ment be  granted  on  duty  bonds,  it  is  estimated  that  the  whole 
receipts  for  the  last  half  of  the  year,  from  all  sources,  will 
be  about  $9,500,000  ;  which  would  make  them,  as  ascer* 
taincd  and  estimated  for  the  whole  year,  $22,687,182. 
But  if  the  brief  extension  of  the  present  postponement, 
brought  into  view  hereafter,  and  favorably  regarded,  be  di- 
recteil  by  Congress,  the  receipts  will  probably  be  about 
$7,000,000;  while,  by  a  postponement  of  the  whole  to 
another  year,  they  wilt  not  be  likely  to  exceed  $4,500,000. 

Looking  at  our  whole  revenue,  therefore,  from  all  quar- 
ters, it  appears  that  the  balance  of  money  reserved  at  the 
commencement  of  the  years,  as  finally  ascertained  to  bo 
$6,670,137,  with  the  actual  receipts  for  the  first  half 
at  $13,187,182,  and  those  now  anticipated  for  the  last 
half  of  it  at  $7,000,000,  will  constitute  an  aggregate  of 
$26,854,319. 

Expenditures. 

The  expenditures  during  the  first  half  ol  the  year  were,  for 
Civil,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  intercourse  $2,812,540  40 
Military,  including  pensions      -  -      10,603,361  49 

Naval  ....      3,297,149  69 

Public  debt       ....  20,832  75 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


-  $16,733,884  33 


The  expenditure  required  to  meet  existing  appropria- 
tions, during  the  last  half  of  the  year,  will,  as  computed, 
equal  the  sum  of  $1 6,000,000  ;  making,  for  the  whole  year, 
$.32,733,864. 

Whatever  expenditures  shall  arise  within  the  year,  upon 
new  appropriations  which  Congress  may  think  proper  to 
make,  will  require  a  corresponding  addition  to  this  amount ; 
but  without  them,  it  will  constitute  an  excess  of  $5,876,565 
of  expenditures  over  both  the  receipts  and  the  balance  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year ;  besides  not  leaving,  at  the 
close  of  it,  any  thing  in  the  mint  or  the  Treasury  for  fu- 
ture uses,  or  to  meet  contingencies. 
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In  order,  therefore,  to  discharge  that  exoeM,  and  retain, 
of  the  nioni^y  resenred  on  the  Ut  of  January,  one  million, 
which  is  the  smallest  sum  deemed  proper,  under  the  acts 
of  Congress,  for  the  efficient  operations  of  the  mint,  and 
at  least  three  or  four  millions  more  to  answer  sudden  and 
contingent  calls,  there  wiH  probably  be  a  necessity  to  re- 
sort to  the  depoeites  now  with  the  States,  and  to  the  in- 
stalments destined  for  them  in  October,  or  to  some  other 
resource,  for  a  sum  equal  to  $10,000,000.  By  a  report  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  SOth  ultimo,  it  appears  that  the  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury,  including  what  was  in  the  custody 
of  banks,  the  mint,  and  collecting  officers,  was  then 
#14,596,31 1  ;  that  the  amount  of  this  subject  to  immediate 
draft  was  only  $8,928,072 ;  but  the  whole  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  including  all  which  had  been  deposited  with  the 
States,  and  ordered  to  be,  though  only  a  small  part  of  the 
amount  is  subject  to  immediate  draft,  was  $41,632,381. 
Deduct  ail  which  has  been,  and  was  designed  to  be,  de- 
posited with  the  States,  and  there  would  be  no  balance  left 
on  hand  subject  to  draft,  though  including  every  thing 
in  the  mint,  and  in  the  possession  of  receivers  and  collect- 
tors,  which  is  ap|)licabie  to  general  purposes. 

Hence  it  is  probable  that,  besides  the  deficiency  for  the 
expenditures  of  the  year,  no  sufficient  means  of  any  kind 
will  exist  on  the  first  of  October  next,  after  defraying  the 
intervening  expenses,  to  complete  the  instalment  of  de- 
positee then  payable,  unless  a  large  part  of  the  bonds  for 
duties  postponed  to  that  day,  and  amounting  to  near 
$4,000,000,  and  the  million  and  a  half  then  due  on  the 
first  bond  from  the  [Jnited  States  Bank,  shall  be  punctual- 
ly paid,  or,  in  the  mean  time,  some  provision  on  this  sub- 
ject made  by  Congress. 

The  money  standing  to  the  special  credit  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  and  the  Patent  Office*  as  well  as  various 
trusts,  is  not  included  in  the  above  exhibit,  for  reasons  ex- 
plained in  the  last  annual  report.  Outstanding  and  unex- 
pended appropriations  at  the  end  of  the  year  will,  in  this 
view  of  our  financial  condition,  be  still  left  charged  on  the 
Treasury,  amounting  to  about  $16,000,000. 

This  does  not  diflfer  much  from  their  amount  at  the  close 
of  the  last  year.  Whether  the  appropriatitms  unexpended 
on  the  first  of  January,  1 838,  prove,  therefore,  to  be  one 
or  two  millions  larger  or  smaller  than  is  now  anticipated, 
it  must  be  oianilsst,  from  all  the  above  data,  that  some  new 
legislation  is  indispensable  to  complete  satisfactorily  the 
MTvice  of  the  year,  and  leave  a  suitable  amount  in  the 
mint  and  the  Treasury. 

Indeed,  before  submitting  tho  last  annual  report,  the  in- 
dications of  a  decrease  in  the  receipts,  and  of  an  approach- 
ing revulsion  in  our  commercial  prosperity,  appeared  so 
strong  to  the  undersigned,  that  he  felt  compelled,  with  re- 
luctance and  regret,  because  differing  so  much  from  the 
news  of  many  others,  to  estimate  the  accruing  receipts  for 
the  year  at  only  $24,000,000. 

As  the  appiopristions  asked  for  were  about  $27,000,000, 
it  was  then  suggested  that  the  occurrence  uf  a  deficiency 
was  probable.  When  those  appropriations  became  in  fact 
enlarged  by  Congress  to  more  than  $32,000,000,  it  ren- 
dered a  deficiency  inevitable,  to  the  extent  now  anticipated, 
unless  the  receipts  should  happen  greatly  to  exceed  the 
estimalM. 

II.    Os    THE  rOSTPONBNKKT  Or  THK    FATXKNT   OF  BOKDS 

FOB   DUTIES. 

The  first  suggestions  which  will  he  submitted  concern- 
ing such  special  legislation  as  appears  proper  in  consequence 
of  the  recent  embarrassments  of  the  country,  relate  to  the 
postponement  of  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties. 

Early  in  May  last,  the  collection  of  the  revenue  from 
customs  became  much  obstructed  through  the  severe  pe- 
cuniary difficulties  of  the  mercantile  interest.  The  Treas- 
ury Department  felt  an  anxiety  not  only  to  lake  steps  which 


might  increase  the  security  of  the  Government  lor  swntnl 
payment,  but,  in  an  emergency  so  great,  and  to  many 
so  unexpected,  to  furnish  all  the  relief  from  sacrifices  wlncft 
could  judiciously  be  extended  under  its  limited  pswcn^ 
and  in  anticipation  of  what  would  probably  be  iti  itnita' 
ed  condition  in  a  few  months. 

A  postponement  of  the  payment  of  the  bonds  fslUnf  doe 
was,  therefore,  and  in  acconlance  with  the  views  of  the 
Executive,  authorised  for  periods  from  thirty  to  nioeiy 
days,  on  interest  and  additional  security,  and  in  a  ntniMt 
more  liberal  than  usual,  by  permitting  it  before  si  wfU  u 
after  suit,  in  all  cases  of  embarrassment,  great  baidship,  or 
insolvency. 

The  peculiar  terma,  and  the  reasons  for  such  poit))Ooe- 
ment,  are  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  documents  annexed. 
[A.  Letter  from  the  Secr,;Ury  of  the  Treasuiy  to  the  col- 
lector oi  New  York.  B.  Instructions  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury.] 

When  the  difficulties  in  discharging  Iwmds  in  a  M 
currency  became  increased  by  the  sus{)en8ion  of  specie pej- 
ments  in  some  of  the  principal  cities,  and  the  Preeideot 
decided  to  call  a  special  session  of  Congress,  thepostpaD^ 
ment  was  allowed  to  he  extended  till  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  in  order  that  an  opportunity  migbt  be 
afforded  to  obtain  further  relief  by  hew  legislation.  Urgent 
requests  were  made  for  an  indiscriminate  delay  of  payment 
on  all  bonds  to  the  1st  of  January  next,  and  for  the  receipt, 
in  discharge  of  them,  of  notes  idsued  by  banks  notptjiog 
specie.  [Sec  memorials  from  New  York,  Boston,  tud 
New  Orleans,  and  copies  of  a  reply  to  one  of  them,  id3 
letter  to  collector  of  New  York,  C,  D,  E,  and  F  I  tndl] 

It  was  not  deemed  proper  to  comply  with  these  requecti. 
But  as  long  a  delay  aa  our  fiscal  situation  justified,  and 
every  relief  as  to  the  currency  which  seemed  legal,  Ij  the 
receipt  of  debenture  certiflcatea  and  Treasury  drafts,  for 
duties  were  permitted,  in  mitigation  of  the  existing  en* 
barrassmenta. 

Having,  in  this,  done  all  that  a  sound  and  fibertl  cn' 
ercise  of  the  discretion  of  the  Department  appeared  either 
to  justify  or  require,  no  intention  exists,  nor  would  it  be 
proper  in  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury,  to  grant  toy 
indulgences  beyond  those  already  authorized,  vriibont  tha 
express  direction  of  Congress. 

Some  further  facts  which  may  be  useful  to  aid  ita  meO' 
bers  in  coming  to  a  correct  conclusion  on  tliis  sulject,  acr, 
that  the  amount  of  bonds  which  have  already  been  poit- 
poned  to  the  Ist  ef  October,  is  about  $3,500,000,  and  by 
that  date  will,  it  is  presumed,  be  increased  to  $4,000,000. 

If  Congress  permit  no  longer  postponement,  the  reoeipfi 
for  the  year  will  probably  bo  increased  by  the  indalgeiKei 
already  granted,  as  they  have  been  allowed,  generally! « 
additional  security,  and  always  on  intcr^t. 

But  as  suits  and  delays  In  collection  will  still  occor, 
though  to  a  less  extent  than  in  the  first  stages  of  tbs  prd^ 
sure,  it  is  expected  that  not  over  two  thirds  of  the  aniaa'| 
postponed  before  the  close  of  this  month  can  be  ooUectcs 
during  the  current  year. 

The  bonds  already  put  in  suit  since  the  middle  of  Miyi 
amount  to  nearly  $1,000,000.  But  if  Congreas  extend 
the  postponement  till  next  January,  as  was  originally  rs- 
quested  by  some  of  the  parties,  or  for  one  year,  as  recenUj 
requested  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Ywkf 
(F  3,)  the  receipts  for  the  present  year  will  probably  N 
thereby. lessened  from  four  to  five  millions. 

Should  Congress,  however,  adopt  an  intermediate  cobpsj 
as  an  act  not  of  mere  benevolence,  but  of  additional  reW 
which  appears  reasonable,  under  the  extraordinary  roerwa- 
tile  distresses  of  the  times,  and  more  safe  to  the  Govern' 
ment,  in  respect  to  eventual  coliectione^  it  roigiTt  •■'•'^ 
a  delay  not  to  exceed,  altogether,  aix  months  beyond  «« 
original  period  of  payment,  in  any  particular  caae.  h« 
computed  that  this  would  diminish  the  receipts^  daring  l^ 
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pnmt  jtu,  about  two  and  a  half  miltions  of  dollars ;  but. 
If  granl0d  oo  the  imal  terms,  would  incrouM  the  receipts, 
Mxt  year,  io  a  greater  proportion,  by  the  interest  aocniing, 
M  well  u  by  the  fuller  collections  which  would  probably 
be  made  in  a  greater  number  of  cases. 

The  opinion  of  the  Department  on  these  various  propo- 
fltioDs  ii,  that,  considering  merely  our  present  financial 
neeemtiei,  no  further  postponement  can  be  regarded  as  ez- 
padwnt,  though  in  some  other  respects,  as  fully  detailed  in 
the  recent  letter  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  (F  8,) 
the  laet  dejay  mentioned  might  be  found  justifiable  and 
nore  beoeficial.  But  if  a  law  be  passed  extending  credit 
00  the  bondu,  it  is  supposed  that,  in  any  correct  view  of 
the  Mibject,  its  provisions  need  not  be  continued  in  force 
beyond  the  period  when  the  worst  efiects  of  the  pressure 
wfll  be  likely  to  have  ceased,  and  when  all  imports  could, 
by  a  further  extension  of  the  warehouse  system,  be  ad  van- 
tageoQily  made  payable  in  cash,  at  the  time  the  goods  are 
winted  for  immediate  consumption. 
*  The  eitenaion  of  that  system  i#,  therefore,  respectfully 
neommended  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in  connez- 
ioo  with  the  present  subject,  as  it  miijht  introduce  as  great 
10  improvement  in  the  collection  of  imposts,  as  the  substi- 
totioo  of  cash  for  cretlit  did  in  the  collection  of  revenue  from 
the  ttiet  of  public  lands.  It  would  certainly  increase  the 
MQiity,  ease,  and  promptitude  of  the  operation ;  would  die- 
peote  entirely  with  the  trouble  snd  risk  in  the  payment  of 
debentares;  work  favorably  to  the  manufacturing  interests; 
ind,  at  the  eame  time,  facilitate  our  trade  in  foreign  articlea, 
M  well  as  exonerate  the  merchant  from  many  embarras»- 
JKdU  in  regard  to  sureties  and  gnarentees. 

01.  OatTACLIS  IH  TMS  WAT  OF  TBANSFSnaiVS  TBS  LAST 

iirsTALXssT  OP  nerosiTzs  to  tbs  states. 

Early  legialation  has  likewise  become  necessary,  either 
t»  withhold  or  postpone,  for  n  reasonable  period,  the  fourth 
iMaloent  of  depositee  with  the  States,  or  to  furnish  such 
lid  as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  them  in  a  satisfactory 
DioDer. 

By  the  general  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  the 
MBiequent  necessity,  under  the  depoeite  act,  to  diseontinne 
W  of  the  public  depositories,  the  transferafrom  the  lianks 
B  the  Wett  and  Southwest  to  the  seaboard,  which  were 
MMeary  to  place  much  of  the  money  in  a  position  to  be 
enveniently  lodged  with  the  Stales  in  October,  hftvo,  in 
Mveral  instances,  been  defeaied.  They  had,  as  in  cose  of 
lh«  Ibraier  inatalments,  been  ordered  seasonably,  though, 
Ml  general  rule,  only  where  rendered  proper,  in  consa- 
fMce  of  a  great  accumulation  of  public  funds  in  an  unla- 
**iMe  fituation,  on  account  of  the  course  of  trade  and  ez- 
ehanges,  to  be  paid  directly  to  the  respective  States.  But, 
in  the  troubled  condition  of  the  money  market,  they  bad 
Mt  been  injuriouely  hastened  as  to  the  time  of  payment, 
tt^  eonsequently,  falling  due  in  the  course  of  the  summer 
lodeady  in  autumn,  near  two-thirds  of  the  vrbole  amount 
«ftbe«e  funds  still  on  hand  have  l*cen  detained  in  tho  West 
and  Southwest,  where  they  had  so  unusually  augmented  from 
Ihe  large  aales  of  pubiic  Isnds.  Hence,  if  the  last  ileposiie 
with  the  States  was,  in  this  position  of  the  money,  to  lie  at- 
^*iBpted,  the  orders  directing  it  must,  in  many  cases,  he  made 
*B  pUecs  remote,  and  very  inconvenient  to  some  of  the  re- 
**i^iig  States,  on  account  of  the  uniavombte  balance  of 
kide,  or  the  rates  of  exchange ;  and  must  be  met,  if  at  all, 
IB  » currency  unacceptable  and  greatly  depreciated.  Trana- 
^  of  portions  of  the  July  instalment  could  not,  from  the 
*uae  causa,  be  eifccted  in  the  precise  mode  intended,  nor 
^  the  lianks  most  deKirable,  though  much  of  it  had 
***died  the  appropriate  points,  to  render  tho  operation  easy, 
^ore  the  anspension  of  specie  payments.  In  all  cases  in 
^ich  they  wore  not  offered  to  be  paid  in  a  currency 
^iWfactnry  to  the  States,  their  ai^nto  were  requested 
^  ratom  the  orders  of  transfer  till  Congresa  could  make 


new  and  suitable  provisions  on  the  subject     [See  form  of 
letter  and  postscript  to  States,  G.  ] 

But  tliis  reqnest  has  not  always  been  complied  with. 
About  #1,165,676  of  that  instalment  has  not  yet  l>een  re- 
ceipted for  by  the  States  to  the  Treasury,  nor  the  orden 
returned.  On  the  contrary,  the  United  States  Bank,  char- 
tered by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  has  lately  become  the 
purchaser  of  several  of  these  orderw,  though  not  given  by 
any  debt,  but  merely  directing  a  tranafer  from  one  public 
depoMtory  to  another.  This  institution  has  demanded  of 
the  banks  on  which  they  are  drawn  that  payment  should 
be  made  to  her  in  specie;  and,  on  their  failing  to  do  so^  has 
caused  the  orders  to  be  protested,  lender  these  circum- 
stances, and,  as  the  depositee  with  the  States  were  to  be 
made  of  what  was  in  the  Treasury,  and  conwquently  in 
the  banks,  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  it  is  for  Congress  to 
decide  whether  paynnent  shall  be  made  of  any  of  those  or- 
ders in  a  mode  and  currency  different  from  the  rest  of  the 
third  instalment  of  dep^isitcs  with  the  States. 

Another  reason  for  withholding  or  postponing  tho  Octo- 
ber depositee,  or  for  some  legal  provision  to  aid  in  comple- 
ting them,  is,  that  a  sum  equal  to  the  revenue  probably  ac- 
cruing, and  a  large  portion  of  these  depositee,  had,  before 
they  were  payable,  been  expressly  appropriated  by  Congress 
to  other  objects.  When  looking  to  the  rapid  decrease  in 
our  receipts,  to  the  expected  deficiency  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  and  the  great  amount  of  outstanding  appropriations 
which,  at  the  close  of  it,  will  be  left  unpaid,  much  of  that 
whole  instalment  seems  likely  to  be  needed  at  an  early  day. 
By  either  of  the  first  two  measures,  the  money  could,  ac- 
cording to  its  original  destination,  be  applied  to  the  neces- 
aary  wants  of  the  General  Government,  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  drawn  from  the  banks  in  legal  funda.  In  that  way,  so 
desirable  an  object  would  also  be  accomplished,  without  the 
ezpense  and  delay  of  the  money  being  first  paid  over  to  the 
States,  ami  then  subjected  to  an  early  recall.  On  the  other 
hand,  several  of  the  States  might,  in  the  present  posture 
of  their  affaire,  experience  considerable  inconvenience,  either 
by  not  receiving  it,  or  by  soon  refunding  a  large  portion  of 
its  amount;  and  many  of  the  banks  which  hold  it  might 
be  able  more  sotialactorily  to  pay  it  to  the  States  than  to 
the  Treasury.  But,  though  the  subject  is  one  of  much 
delicacy  and  difllcolty,  and  peculiarly  proper  for  the  final 
action  of  Congress,  it  may  be  expected  that  this  Depart- 
ment should  express  some  opinion  as  to  which  count  ap- 
peara  most  eligible  in  the  present  condition  of  the  financea. 
It  is,  therefore,  ^with  deference,  suggested  that,  when  re- 
garding their  condition  and  the  importance  of  meeting  with 
efficiency  and  good  fiiith  all  the  obligations  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  public  creditors,  it  would  be  most  judicious  to 
apply  the  whole  instalment,  as  fast  as  it  is  wanted  and  can 
be  collected,  to  the  prompt  discharge  of  these  obligations ; 
and  that  the  last  deposite  with  the  States,  not  being  a  debt, 
but  a  mere  temporary  disposal  of  a  surplus,  should  be  post- 
poned until  Congress,  in  some  different  state  of  the  finan- 
ces, when  soeh  an  available  surplus  may  exist,  shall  see  a 
manifest  propriety  and  ability  in  completing  the  deponite, 
and  shall  give  directions  to  that  effect.  Consequently  no 
further  steps  will  be  taken  as  to  thO  deposite  of  any  part  of 
that  instalment  till  Congress'  has  had  an  opportunity  to  art 
upon  the  subject  in  such  manner  as,  in  the  present  posture 
of  affaire,  its  suiterior  wisdom  may  consider  preferable. 

IV.    DlFFICULTT    Iir    PATIXG  THR  APPROPUI ATIOMS,   AND 
Ojr  TBE  IBSUB  OF  TBEASUnT  HOTVa. 

Some  further  obstacles  exist  in  the  way  of  diacbarging 
satiis6ictorily  all  the  appropriations  which  have  been  made 
by  Congress. 

The  effects  which  may  be  produced  upon  the  accruing 
revenue,  by  granting  or  withholding  further  delays  on 
bonds  for  duties,  have, already  lieen  explainetl. 

In  addition  to  these)  there  is  a  likelihood,  in  the  present 
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pressure,  that  the  payment  of  cash  duties,  to  the  extent  of 
one  million  of  dollars  more  than  usual,  will  be  unavoidablj 
deferred  to  another  year,  as  the  importers,  under  the  ex- 
isting laws,  arc  entitled  to  certain  delays,  by  keeping  in 
store  the  woollen  goods  which  pay  such  duties. 

This  circumstance,  in  connexion  with  the  difficulty  of 
collecting  the  bundd,  whether  longer  postponed  or  not, 
will  sensibly  increase  the  embarrassments  which  have  been 
specially  pointed  out,  and  otherwise  exist,  in  paying  with 
promptitude  and  in  a  legal  manner  the  large  appropria- 
tions chargeable  upon  the  residue  of  the  current  year. 

Hence,  after  a  considerable  deficiency  in  the  available 
means  became  highly  probable,  it  was  deemed  expedient 
to  adopt  any  judicious  and  lawful  measure  to  remedy  it, 
which  was  within  the  power  of  the  Department.  Accord- 
ingly* though  large  quantities  of  public  lands  were  still  in 
market  unsold,  and  though  the  receipts  from  this  source 
during  the  year  would  be  higher  than  anticipated,  in  con- 
sequence, among  other  things,  of  a  construction  put  upon 
the  pre-emption  laws,  admitting  a  large  class  of  settlers  to 
entries,  it  was  supposed  that  some  further  tracts,  in  pieces 
much  desired  by  the  new  States,  might  prudently  be  offer- 
ed. A  few  such  have  been  advertised ;  but  sufficient  time, 
aller  due  notice,  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  realize  any  thing 
/rem  them. 

If  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  depositee  with  the  States 
be  deferred,  and  the  difficulty  iu  seasonably  transferring  it 
be  thus  removed,  yet,  being  chiefly  in  the  custody  of  banks 
not  paying  specie,  it  is  manifest  that  it  cannot  be  imme- 
diately realized  in  funds  suitable  to  meet  existing  appro- 
priations. If  it  be  not  deferred,  some  further  provision 
will  lie  still  more  indispensable  to  enable  the  Treasury  not 
only  to  place  it  with  the  States,  but  to  pay  all  the  public 
creditors  and  officers  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  until  the 
duties  now  due  from  the  merchants,  and  the  funds  now 
in  the  discontinued  dcposite  banks,  can  be  collected.  It 
is  true,  that  a  resort  to  the  States  for  refunding  portions  of 
the  large  sums  already  deposited  wiUi  them  would  also  re- 
main by  law  ;  but  under  the  limitations  of  the  act  of  June, 
1836,  it  would  be  very  slow  in  its  operation,  and,  if  com- 
plied witli,  would  prove  entirely  insufficient  to  answer 
such  an  urgent  occasion  as  the  present.  During  the  «n- 
suing  quarter,  the  whole  amount  that  could  be  legally  re- 
called would  not  exceed  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  Hence  it  seems  expedient,  either  in  aid  or  exclu- 
sion of  a  requisition  on  the  States,  (as  may  be  deemetl 
mo£t  suitable  by  Congress,)  to  provide  some  temporary 
resource  until  enough  of  the  fourth  instalment,  or  other 
means  in  the  Treasury,  can  be  rendered  available  to  dis- 
charge all  the  public  engagements.  It  need  not  be  a  loan, 
or  an  increase  of  taxes  of^  any  kind,  as  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, in  respect  to  its  finances,  (whatever  temporary 
embarrassment  the  recent  convulsions  in  commerce  and 
banking  may  have  created,)  is  far  from  having  any  just 
cause  for  despondency.  It  is  neither  overwhelmed  with  a 
national  debt,  nor  destitute  of  large  pecuniary  resources 
on  hand  ;  but,  entirely  free  from  the  former,  it  is  so  amply 
supplied  with  the  latter  as  to  have  in  the  UVeasury  over 
forty  millions  of  dollar*,  and  eight  or  ten  millions  moro  in 
l>omis,  which  will  soon  becomo  payable.  But  a  large  por- 
tion being  in  dcposite  with  the  States,  and  the  residue 
chiefly  iu  banks  and  in  the  hands  of  merchants,  under  the 
difficulties  before  n.ime^l,  in  procuring  promptly,  ond  in  a 
legal  currency,  the  smoonts  of  money  which  are  needed, 
some  collateral  aid,  for  a  short  ^t^riod,  till  a  sufficiency  can 
be  collected,  appears  to  he  judicious,  if  not  indispensable. 

It  is  fortunate  tliat  the  energies  of  the  country  generally 
are  not  paralyzed,  nor  its  prospects  clouded  by  any  great 
physical  calamities ;  and  hence  its  immediate  wants  con, 
without  doubt,  be  provided  for  in  various  ways. 

One  mode  would  be  to  authorize  the  Issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  receivable  for  all  public  due^,  but  wiihout  interest. 


These  would  differ  from  the  drafts  or  cbeckft  now  in  ue 
only  as  tlie  latter  are  given  for  immediate  paymtat,  ud 
drawn  on  persons  and  banks  having  public  mooqr  nfi- 
cient  to  meet  them ;  and,  oonoequently,  the  holtlenmoit 
be  exposed  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  presentiDg  tbem 
at  the  places  whore  payalile.  Still  they  are  nearly  on  i 
par  with  specie.  In  the  present  deranged  state  of  biok 
paper  and  exchange,  and  in  the  favorable  coDditioaofllie 
General  Government,  by  its  ample  resources  and  exemp- 
tion from  pecuniary  liabilities,  to  impart  the  greatest  ctn- 
fidence  in  respect  to  the  redemption  of  such  notei,  it  ii 
probable  that  they  would  readily  be  taken  at  par  bj  mort 
of  the  public  creditois.  Especially  would  thii  be  likeljr 
to  happen,  provided  they  were  issued  in  denominatlaiaai 
low  as  twenty,  fifty,  and  one  hundred  dollars;  and  notio 
too  large  quantities^  but  used  only  in  anticipation  of  the 
accruing  revenue  on  occasional  emergencies,  and  to  a 
limited  amount. 

Contrary  to  expectation,  should  the  Department,  dariflf 
the  present  delinquency  of  many  of  the  public  debton,  he 
exposed  to  such  very  large  calls,  and  collect  so  little  reve* 
nue,  as  not  to  be  able,  by  both  the  above  notes  and  drifts 
to  meet  all  its  engagements  in  a  satisfactory  manoer,  it 
would  be  desirable  that  the  President  should  posscttacoa- 
tingent  authority  to  cause  Treasury  notes  lo  be  issued, 
bearing  an  interest  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent. 

Specie  could  always  be  raised  on  these  for  the  public 
creditor,  when  he  preferred  it.  But  as  notes  bearing  moch 
interest  would  soon  cease  t^o  be  used  in  circulation,  (end  if 
they  should  not,  would,  as  a  currency,  be  troubksome  ia 
the  computation  of  interest,  and  too  strongly  tend  to  ei> 
elude  specie  from  the  country, )  it  might  lie  advisable  net 
to  make  them  receivable,  at  first,  for  any  public  dan,  M 
only  to  resort  to  that  measure  afterwards,  when  it  ebouii 
be  found  convenient  for  redeeming  them. 

In  connexion  with  the  issue  of  any  Treasury  notes,  i 
is  believed  to  be  wise  to  make  ample  provision  fur  ibeir 
early  and  final  redemption.  This  could  be  accomplish 
by  enacting,  that  when  the  money  on  hand  in  lbs  Tiee- 
sury  and  the  mint,  available  for  public  purposes,  may  eX' 
ceed  a  given  omounc  of  four  or  five  millions,  it  shall  be  tbe 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cauae  these  oot« 
(securing  priority  to  any  on  interest)  to  be  redepmrd  1* 
such  an  extent  as  the  surplus  may  exceed  that  sam,  M 
what  will  probably  be  needed  to  defray  current  expeoacf> 
It  being  believed  that  a  reduction  of  the  tariff,  and  suiiaUl 
regulations  concerning  the  sales  of  public  land,  ought  its 
proper  time  to  be  put  in  force,  so  as  to  prevent  any  bifl 
and  regular  accumulation  in  the  Treasury,  the  DepvUDMt 
would  respectfully  propose  that,  in  case  of  any  unezpedei 
excess  beyond  the  sums  above  specified,  it  diould  menlj 
lie  invested,  in  a  temporary  manner,  in  safe  Stats  stocky 
at  their  market  rate,  subject  to  be  sold  again  whenever  Ai 
proceeds  shall  be  wanted  to  discharge  existing  •ppro|'(i>^ 
tions. 

An  additional  consideration  in  favor  of  those  rocanif* 
is,  that  since  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  which  abaei^ 
ed  any  occasional  surplus  of  receiptF,  it  is  imposdbi^  se- 
cording  to  the  views  expressed  in  some  previous  reporti 
from  the  undersigned,  that,  with  sources  of  revenue  « 
fluctuating  as  ours,  and  so  dependent  on  commercjjil  pras< 
perity,  any  fiscal  operations  should  be  long  continued  wilk 
ease,  vigor,  and  uniformity,  without  aome  such  regulalsr 
as  a  power  to  issue  and  redeem  Treasury  notes,  or  to  if 
vcst  and  sell  UiQ  investment  of  surpluses.  By  any  otber 
course  we  should  constantly  be  exposed  togrest  dcficieacH 
or  excesses,  with  all  their  stteiidanl  embarrassments,  n 
depositing  the  excesses  wi(h  the  Siates,  subject  to  fas  ^^ 
called  to  supply  deficiencies,  the  pecuniary  profit  to  tbe 
whole  Union  will  be  no  greater,  while  such  a  couree  may 
involve  ua  in  a  series  of  vexatious  demands  on  them,  •& 
companied  by  various  dangers,  both  to  theoi  and  the  Gear 
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mA  Government ;  ihd,  in  the  mean  time,  It  is  feared  will, 
in  miny  instances,  tend  to  excite  excesses  and  evils  similar 
to  some  of  those  under  which  the  country  is  now  suffering. 

V.   Os  TEE  SAFI'KBBPIirO  Or  TBI  PUBLIC  MOHBT 

HBBEATTBB. 

The  arrangements  for  keeping  the  public  money  which 
hid  been  in  successful  o;:>enition  for  a  few  years  previona 
to  the  passage  of  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  became  par- 
tmlly  embarrassed  by  carrying  into  effect  some  of  its  pro- 
TirioDf.  But  the  enforcement  of  them  all,  where  not  en- 
HrHy  perfected,  was  in  seasonable  progress  in  May  last, 
when  the  Department  was  compelled  by  the  act  to  give 
notice  to  such  of  the  selected  banks  as  had  suspended  spc- 
eie  payments  that  they  could  no  longer  be  considered  as 
pnenl  depositories  of  the  pu!>lic  money.    [Sec  circular  I.] 

A  list  is  annexed  of  all  before  employed  in  that  capacity, 
which  have  been  discontinued.  [K.] 
^fter  due  inquiries  to  procure  other  depositories,  in  con- 
wmjty  to  the  act,  the  Department  has  completed  the 
ippointment  of  only  one.  This,  and  four  more  that  have 
iwt  iUipcnded,  with  one  that  has  resumed  specie  payments, 
faakmg  six  in  all,)  constitute  the  present  bank  depositories 
w  geoeral  purposes.  A  schedule  of  them  is  added.  [L.  ] 
_  DoHng  the  inability  to  obtain  specie-paying  banks  at 
«her  points,  the  Treasurer,  being  required  by  the  closing 
JBtot  the  eighth  section  of  the  act,  to  keep  and  disburao 
w  puhlie  money  according  to  the  laws  before  in  force,  has 
hoe  it  in  conformity  to  the  very  wide  discretion  which 
fei^ed  when  no  rules  were  in  force,  that  had  lieen  pre- 
Icnlwd  by  Congress,  except  to  ««kecp"  and  '« disburse  th« 
jme '  under  the  general  superintendence  of  the  Secretary 


»Mted  for  public  purposes,  or  until  it  accumulated  in  such 
•"J*  it  any  point  as  not  to  be,  probably,  wanted  there  for 
•fh  Dse.  [See  tvro  drcnlarw,  M  and  N.]  In  the  first 
J«  It  has,  from  time  to  time,  been  opplied  to  the  payment 
« neditoTB,  by  drafta  on  the  receivers  or  collectors ;  and 
•  the  lart,  the  excess  has  been  directed  to  be  temporarily 
"CM  with  hanks  not  remotely  situated,  and  in  special  de- 
■nte  for  safety,  until  wanted  for  expenditure  elsewhere,  or 
Ml  some  new  legislation  shall  take  place  in  relation  to  it. 

lender  ihe^  circumatances,  the  Department  would  re- 
Nfiilly  suggest  some  prorisions  which  may  be  more 
PJfjfic,  and  may  be  required  for  the  safe-keeping  and  dia- 
Y™?  ®f  *e  public  money. 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  Government  and  the 
J^^7i  two  systems  are  proposed,  cither  of  which,  it  is 
r  kI^*  ^^  ^  practicable  and  adequate  to  the  exigencies 
•the  crisis,^  One  is,  an  enlargement  hnd  adaptation  of  the 
Wem  partially  employed  since  the  suspension  of  specie 
Vnents,  so  aa  to  make  it  answer  all  necessary  purposes. 
wa  coqld  be  effected  merely  by  assigning  to  our  existing 
•^  and  establishments  some  additional  duties. 

The  Treasurer,  at  the  seat  of  Government;  the  mint, 
^^  its  branch  at  New  Orleans,  and  another  which  has 
J*  contemplated,  and  is  much  needed,  at  New  York,  for 
'^  porposcs ;  collectors  of  the  customs,  and  receivers  of 
^ney  for  the  sales  of  land,  aa  well  as  postmasters,  might 
'^•^'^^'tcd  to  keep  in  safety,  not  only  the  public  money 
'"cted  by  them,  but  all  actually  placed  in  their  posses- 
fj»  by  transfer  or  otherwise.  As  fiscal  agents,  they 
VJt  alao  lie  required  to  pay  over  and  transfer  it  for  such 
rone  purposes  as  may  be  authorized  by  Congress,  and 
*wf  such  regulations  as  the  Treasury  Department  from 
"*  to  time  may  prescribe.  Indeed,  the  third  section  of 
•post  office  law  of  1825,  with  the  bond  taken  under  it 
'J^.  ^^^  agency  of  the  postmasters,  is,  perhaps,  already 
|«aently  broad  for  that  class  of  officers.  At  points  like 
'^  York,  and  a  few  others,  where  a  likelihood  existed 


that  the  sums  would  permanently  be  large,  but  which, 
under  a  reduced  revenue  and  expenditure,  would  seldom 
occur,  authority  might  be  given  to  appoint  the  clerks  now 
acting  as  cashiers  or  tellers  under  the  collectora  and  receiv- 
ers, or  other  more  suitable  persons,  to  act  as  keepers  and 
paymasters  of  the  pubKc  money.  But  they  should  be  made 
independent^f  the  collectora  and  receivers,  and  placed  under 
the  like  tenure  of  oflfice,  and  under  suitable  bonds.  Addi- 
tional means  of  safety,  and  such  additional  but  limited 
compensation  to  any  of  the  al>ove  officers,  might  bo  pro* 
vided,  aa  the  increased  risk  and  labor  might  render  just ; 
but  in  only  a  few  cases  would  these  last  be  much  augmented 
at  any  place. 

Taking  the  year  1834  as  furnishing  a  specimen  suffi- 
ciently large  of  the  probable  business  in  future  connected 
with  the  general  operationa  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
but,  of  course,  not  including  the  separate  establishment  of 
the  post  office,  the  whole  number  of  warrants  issued  in 
that  year  was  a  little  under  five  thousand,  and,  though 
differing  much  in  actual  amount,  averaging  about  $6,000 
each.  This  would  be  less  than  twenty  warranta  a  day, 
and  hence  would  require  lesa  than  one  per  day  to  be  paid 
in  each  of  the  twenty-six  States.  They  differed,  in  fact, 
from  four  per  day  in  thia  District,  and  two  per  day  in  New 
York,  which  were  the  highest  numbers,  to  only  one  per 
week  in  aevoral  of  the  Statea.  [See  table  P.]  The  buai- 
ness  at  each  office  daily,  or  even  weekly,  in  making  pay- 
roenta  of  the  drafb,  would  therefore,  be  very  little.  If 
more  than  one  draft  iasued  on  a  warrant,  the  busineaa 
would  be  increased  in  that  proportion,  unleaa  the  whole 
payments  were  reduced,  as  is  probable,  hereafter  to  aix- 
teen  or  seventeen  millions  yearly. 

Tn  regard  to  the  risk,  five  millions  in  the  Treasury  at 
any  one  time,  if  all  placed  in  the  hands  of  collectors  and 
receivers,  would  not,  on  an  average,  exceed  f 30, 000  with 
each  of  the  present  number. 

But  if  the  amount,  bendes  one  million  in  the  mint,  was 
chiefly  in  the  hands  of  half  the  present  number,  whieh 
would  approach  nearer  to  the  probable  result,  the  snm  with 
each  would  still  be  less  than  most  of  the  existing  bonds  of 
receivers ;  and  when  exceeding  theira,  or  those  of  the  prin- 
cipal collectors,  the  excess,  in  most  cases,  could  be  readily 
prevented  or  reduced,  by  being  drawn  out  to  pay  creditors, 
or  be  conveniently  transferred  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  seat  of  Grovemment,  or  to  the  mint 
and  its  branches.  Until  one  of  the  latter  is  authorized  at 
New  York,  the  substitute  before  mentioned,  of  one  of  tba 
present  officers  in  the  customs  there  aa  an  independent 
keeper  and  payrtiaster  of  the  public  money  could  be  adopted, 
and,  if  deemed  prudent,  be  extended  to  any  other  sitnilar 
place. 

In  this  mode,  the  present  number  of  officers  connected 
with  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  revenue  through- 
out the  United  States  need  not  be  at  all  increased.  Nor 
will  it  become  necessary,  except  in  a  few  cases,  to  augment 
their  compensation.  Twenty  or  thirty  thousand  dollars  a 
year  would  probably  cover  the  whole  additional  expense  of 
every  kind. 

The  other  system  to  which  the  attention  and  eonsidera* 
tion  of  Congress  are  respectfully  invited,  is  a  new  organi- 
zation, by  means  of  commissioners  or  receivers  general,  to 
gather  the  collections  to  more  central  points,  and  keep  and 
disburse  there  a  large  portion  of  the  public  money,  or  auch 
as  could  not  be  kept  safely  and  expended  conveniently  in 
the  hands  of  the  collecting  officers.  Such  an  organization 
might  be  at  only  three  or  four  of  the  most  important  points ; 
or  it  might  be  made  more  extensive,  and  the  number  en- 
larged to  eight  or  ten.  This  could  be  arranged,  in  all  im- 
portant particulars,  substantially  in  the  manner  which  u 
now  in  very  successful  practice  in  some  of  ihe  moat  en- 
lightened and  opulent  Governments  of  Europe,  and  as  waa 
urgently  recommended  by  this  Department  aa  early  aa 
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\790.  [S«e  extract  O.]  The  only  material  difbreooe 
need  be,  to  pay  out  more  of  the  money  near  the  places 
where  it  is  collected,  rather  than  first  to  transmit  most  of  it 
to  the  seat  of  OoTernment.  This  organisation  of  fiscal 
agents  would  be  advantageous  as  a  separate  establishment 
for  this  business  alone,  and  as  an  independent  check  on 
most  of  those  collecting  the  revenue.  But  it  would  require 
some  addition  to  the  present  number  of  ollicers,  and  in  the 
first  instance  would  more  increase  the  public  expenses. 

But  the  whole  addition  of  principal  otficers  nesd  not  ex- 
ceed ten.  Nor  would  the  increased  annual  expense  to 
the  Government  probably  amount  to  over  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  as  the  system  would  enable  both  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments  to  dispense  with  several  of 
their  agents  for  making  local  disbursements.  The  dan- 
ger of  any  losses  will  be  nearly  the  same  under  both  plans. 
It  is  impossible  to  conduct  the  afiairs  of  Government,  or 
the  ordinary  transactions  of  society,  without  trust  and  risk 
of  some  kind.  But  one  great  object,  wherever  pecuniary 
confidence  is  reposed,  should  always  be  to  require  the  best 
safeguards  which  appear  reasonable ;  and  in  either  of  these 
systems,  as  hereafter  explained*  the  amount  trusted  can  be 
qioie  easily  kept  from  becoming  excessive,  and  the  hazard 
of  losses,  afieciing  the  deposite  agent  by  his  lending  or 
trading,  be  fully  obviated,  by  the  strict  prohibition  of  both 
the  latter  under  severe  penalties. 

Our  direct  losses  from  either  collecting  or  deposite  agents 
have  always  been  comparatively  small.  Those  by  the 
iatmwp  it  is  believed,  have  not  equalled  those  by  the  latter, 
though  the  latter,  being  banks,  have  usually  in  the  end  paid 
moet  of  their  depositee.  The  losses  by  the  former  are  also 
supposed  not  to  have  exceeded  one-fifth  of  those  on  the 
bonds  of  merchants  for  duties,  and  probably  not  one- 
eighth  of  thoee  from  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  under 
the  credit  system. 

Occasional  and  strict  examiuationa  of  the  money  on 
hand,  where  large  in  amount,  would  furnish  a  strong  safe- 
guard  beyond  the  character  of  tbe  officer,  and  the  property 
of  himself  and  sureties,  and  which  it  might  be  provided 
should  be  made  by  a  committee  of  Congress,  or  in  any 
other  mode  deemed  most  eligible  to  constitute  an  effectual 
ebeck. 

The  plans  which  have  been  explained  as  to  fiscal  agents, 
re  suggested  for  consideration,  under  a  belief  that  either  is 
appropriate  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs ;  that  they  re- 
quire but  slight  changes  in  our  existing  laws  or  usagea ; 
mkI,  whatever  objections  can  be  adduced  against  them, 
will,  at  the  same  time,  be  found  to  poesess  many  signal  ad- 
vantages. 

They  will  not,  so  much  ss  BnxM  other  modes  of  keeping 
the  public  money,  expose  the  Treasury  to  disappoint- 
ments and  delays,  through  a  dangerous  partneiship  of  in- 
interest,  or  the  use  of  that  money  for  private  or  corporate 
purposes.  As  the  vicissitudes  of  trade  or  speculation  affect 
tbe  peraons  who  borrow  from  the  public  banking  deposi- 
tories, the  evil  consequences  must  sometimes  inevitably 
reach  and  embarrass  the  Treasury  itself.  Nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  will  these  modes,  like  our  former  one,  cause 
freqnenl  injury  to  those  who,  trading  on  the  revenue  of  the 
Government,  are  subject  to  bo  most  pressed  to  refund  it 
when  least  able.  It  is  believed,  likewise,  that  the  funds  of 
the  Treasury  can  be  always  more  readily  commanded  in  a 
legal  currency,  and  the  hopes  of  its  creditors  not  defeated, 
nor  its  fiuth  violated  so  often,  if  the  money  is  not  loaned 
out,  either  in  full  or  in  part,  but,  as  in  other  countries,  is 
ntained  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  and  in  the  actual  cus- 
tody o^  officers  exclusively  fiscal.  In  other  countries,  the 
public  money  is  believed  to  be  seldom,  if  ever,  chargeable 
to  the  Treasurer,  till  it  is  either  paid  over  on  some  draft, 
so  that  he  can  get  credit  for  the  payment,  (and  which 
mode  is  practised  somewhat  in  England,  as  well  as  here,  and 
MteoiiTely  in  France^}  or  lodged,  not  in  deposite  in  any 


bank,  but  in  his  own  possesiioB  at  the  seat  of  GofsresMal. 
In  the  former  mode,  the  systems  now  proposed,  ud  cipi- 
cially  the  first  one,  would  operate  so  as  to  disbone  tt  ttdi 
point  most  of  the  public  money  collected  near,  tod  wooU 
thus  enable  the  Treasury  to  command  its  resooreei  wiik 
less  delay  ;  the  money  not  being  previously  paid  over  it 
some  distance,  and  to  a  separate  set  of  sgenl^  si  \m 
usually  been  the  practice  here  in  the  use  of  btaki;  mt 
much  of  it  transported  inconveniently  to  the  capital,  aihii 
usually  been  the  practice  elsewhere.  This  mods  wstid 
thus  possess  one  of  the  greatest  excellencies  in  tnj  finl 
system :  which  is,  to  pay  over  quickest  to  tbe  public  craditflr, 
and  with  the  least  official  complexity,  whstever  is  colkctiA 
from  the  public  debtor. 

Besides  these  advantages^  others  would  be,  tbst  thi 
money  in  the  Treasury,  under  both  of  the  plans mbmiUed, 
csn  always  be  more  easily  kept  down  to  moderate  dian- 
sions,  by  reductions  in  the  revenue,  and  by  temponi^  ifl- 
veetmenta  of  an  occasional  surplus,  as  there  will  be  bo  to- 
tagonist  interest  connected  with  it,  wishing  lor  lososind 
the  use  of  surpluses,  and  thus  co-operating  topirrcsta 
reduction. 

The  existing  establishmenu  and  officera,  wheoevarMS- 
venient,  would  be  employed  without  a  double  mscbiocij, 
or  the  organixation  of  a  new  system  of  agenik  Exoca- 
tive  control  would  be  diminished  rather  than  iDcieiNd  ^ 
them,  because  any  additional  officers  will  be  Klected,  not 
by  the  President  alone,  nor  tbe  Treasury  Depsruncot, « 
the  banks  now  are,  but  virtually  be  designated  by  Coegni% 
and  the  princifnd  incumbents  appointed  by  the  oosimA  ^ 
the  Senate.  They  v^ould  also  remove  all  grunnd  Ibr  ^ 
objection  sometimes  urged  against  the  former  system,  M 
the  Executive  alone  exeicises  an  extensive  patronagt  ■! 
great  moneyed  influence  through  a  host  of  bank  picuilretl 
directors,  and  stockholders,  scattered  through  every  Nctifli 
of  the  country,  and  selected  without  the  assent  or  cheek  fli 
either  House  of  C9ngress  in  any  particular  csm,  jbA 
making  loans  of  the  public  money  from  coondentJMl 
merely  political  or  official.  A  very  wide  discretion  villhl 
thus  restricted,  and  a  prolific  source  of  suspicion  and  !• 
putation  of  favoritism  and  partiality  be  entirely  stopped. 

The  officers,  under  the  plans  proposed,  will  likeam  li 
amenable  exclusively  to  the  General  Government,  sod  Bi( 
be  embarrassed,  like  the  officers  of  the  banks,  by  cooiMi 
ing  duties  and  interests  in  respect  to  the  States;  aor  ii' 
volved  in  those  collisions,  jealousies,  and  recrimijiaiiM^ 
often  attendant  en  tliat  position.     .  \ 

The  inde^iendent  and  harmonious  action  of  earhGomt 
ment  in  its  appropriate  sphere  will  thus  be  more  fiiU^* 
cured.  The  local  institutions,  as  a  general  principle,  ^ 
be  left  to  the  care  and  uses  of  the  several  Stales  which  • 
tablished  them,  without  interference  on  tbe  part  of  iN 
General  Government,  and  to  be  regulated  or  diecontiDOii 
as  deemed  most  useful,  under  their  own  State  policies  w 
most  conducive  to  the  original  purposes  of  their  creatiM 
Nor  woald  any  general  moneyed  corporation,  aside  froi 
the  grave  doubts  which  exist  as  to  both  its  constitatiooali^ 
and  general  expediency,  have  been  likely  in  such  a  ciitf 
as  that  of  the  war  of  1813,  or  perhaps  that  of  the  Isstipnei 
to  have  proved  a  much  a»(er  public  depository  thao  thai 
local  institutions.  Though  more  convenient  in  km  k 
fiscal  purposes  than  they,  and  free  from  someobjectionii 
to  want  of  symmetry  and  accountability  which  obl4 
against  them,  yet,  if  chartered  on  usual  principlsa,  MJ 
judging  from  experience  here  as  well  as  abroad,  it  a>^ 
have  failed,  in  a  trial  like  those,  to  have  sustained  eithi 
our  pecuniary  operations,  or  its  own,  in  strict  good  laid 
and  in  due  vigor. 

Without  entering  into  details  to  illustrate  this  poMtioQ 
it  is  necessary  to  notice  only  the  single  circumstsoee,  tba 
the  Bank  of  England,  during  a  severe  war,  soapeoda 
specie  paymeata  near  a  quarter  of  a  oentu^,  end  tbi 
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irilhrr  of  ihe  (wo  United  Suien  Banki  ciiMed  »  u  lb  be 
:iAgti  to  cnroDnter  auch  i  p«rit.  Bui  (ince  iha  lut 
■pliq,  ihe  nau«  of  lha  Kcond  one,  ti>  the  imount  of 
tena\  milHoni,  hiTr  been  altnini]  to   (ink   InW  lha  mui 

oTirraJpeinible  inJ  dopreciiited  ]ia]ier,  thnngh  i*ni«d  under 
ill  lha  high  wcurilin  anil  ■■nrliana  of  ■  charter  from  lha 
Goen]  GDxrniniint,  and  with  very  Inrga  funda,  still 
mier  Ihe  control  of  officer*  mi  truateea  deeineJ  bj  the 
riocfcholderi  elFeeJingl/  ikiirul,  and  bound  by  both  law 
ai  HDlracl  to  idleem  ihoae  nolci  In  ipeeie,  and  on  de- 

The  ajHami  which  haie  been  propoaed  in  thia  report, 
if  adapted,  conhl  not  be  eiprcled  lo  continue  entirely  ex- 
tmf\  from  loase*  by  ihtt  unhilhfulneaa  or  eaaualiy  lo 
■hic!i)1ItniMBin  human  affaira  aro  axpoeed.  Bat  they 
Mj  be  lan-oandrd  niih  aUon;  gBfeguardii,  and  nould  rery 
FTObiUy  iDon  be  enabled  to  anawer  in  a  ■ati>reeli>iy  man . 
an  ncrj  pnrpoie  of  the  Goiernroenl,  in  ita  condition  ao 
Mtrani  in  many  reapccla  frora  that  which  formerly  eiiated, 
wl  vhich  (ra*  the  paramonnt  caaae  urged  for  the  iiieor- 
fMlioD  of  our  two  fornier  United  Statpa  Bunkt.  lu 
loinfe*  ITS  not  dow  bordeneil  with  ■  national  debl  from 
■melT  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  milliona,  and,  beridea 
NTMiniry  eipensea,  with  tho  annual  payment,  on  ac- 
■■n  of  principal  and  Intercat,  ol'frum  tan  to  riitran  mit- 
k  lo  be  fir^l  widely  collected,  and  Ihen  IranifeiTed  and 
nnrd  It  only  a  few  poinli  on  the  leBboard.  It  la  now 
•1  •  yearly  revenne,  reducid  fr«n  thirty  and  forty  mll- 
Wi  lo  naat  twenty,  end  probably  aoon  to  be  only  aixteen 
unentien,  and  with  a  courae  oreipendilure  which  can 
■By  In  diminiahed  ao  aa  not  much,  if  any,  lo  exceeil 
Btevtnae  In  a  natural  alale  of  bunnen.  In  largn  arc- 
■aofnur  country,  and  in  inch  a  (tale  of  huaineee,  this 
pulilii™  faappena  nearly  and  leiy  conveniently  lo  cor- 
BjiiJ  in  amount  with  the  receipt"  in  the  aame  aecliona. 
"e  are,  likewise,  repoilng  in  peace,  with  >ery  luperior 

•Wine,  and  with  a  greatly  increated  anil  increasing  por- 
Mofgoldin  the  currency,  lo  render  dirtant  trsnaferi  anil 
^nu  more  eaay.  It  ia  manifest,  therefore,  that  our 
»!  Hineema  will  be  greally  leaaened  in  amount  as  well 
WBicult^,  □nleae  we  ahall  be  Tiiited  by  Txxn  or  other 
krge^  inTolvins  us  in  dehla  and  embarroMments  of  an 
Bitalixl  rhatacler,  and  which,  fortunately,  no  aaffioiant 
pn  appeara  for  anticipating  at  an  early  day. 
Coder  Ihe  proposed  nrrangiements,  the  irsnifera  from 
ftjhi  points  could  bo  often  eHecled,  nbcn  required  by  the 
frftuient  for  public  porpoaei,  nol  only  with  eaae,  hnt  ao 
peitty  t(i  faeilitalr  the  domeelic  aichangea,  in  the  moda 
^employing  drofla  sUBgeated  in  a  aubaequent  portion  of 
■  leporL  In  a  more  natural  and  ordinniy  atate  of  re- 
fu  and  eipenJilurei,  like  that  In  lS3i,  the  Iranilera 
Wni  to  a  great  distance  would  not  exreed  two  or  three 
Bien.  during  the  year,  and  almost  the  whole  of  them 
^  at  IJut  thne.  In  anch  a  direction  ae  in  yield  a  profit 
■n  Iban  be  eipeniiio  to  the  banks  whitb  made  them. 
f  the  Treaaurer  wero  required  to  rcceiie  payment  in 
'•nee,  M  certain  convrnitnt  piinls,  for  all  lands  lold,  as 
[ence  been  the  construction  of  the  act  of  1880,  the  prob- 
ity is,  thdt  very  soon  all  the  unfavorsble  tranifera  ren- 
•d  Dcoeaaary  would  become  quite  unimportanl  in  amount, 
|>ai*eTpenaire  than  tho  transportation  of  apeeio  and  paper 
pen  heretofore,  from  the  diolant  land  otEcea  to  the 
M  depoaite  banks,  befors  moch  of  it  was  paid  to  the 
Be erediliir*.  It  will  be  teen  that,  by  these  inoilea  of 
ping  the  public  money,  it  would  nol  lie  indiapeninble  to 
iky  any  banka  aa  a  prescribed  part  of  lha  syntem,  al- 
)gh  it  might  »ometinier  be  convenient  lo  use  them  as 
Tbloal*  do,  anif  ai  subordinate  fiscal  oflicen  often  do  in 
W  eountriea,  for  the  depoaile  and  transfrr  of  large  sums, 
particulurty  fur  speeisl  depoiiies,  when  latdcing  merely 
lirly  and  early  occasion  lo  use  the  mon^. 
Vvt.  XIV.— A3 


No  act  or  Congress,  , until  the  cKiitic'I  nf  the  laM  Dunk 
of  Ihe  United  3ialea  in  1816,  requi>.<l  ihi'  piihlic  money  in 
Ihe  Treasury  to  be  kept  on  deposiie  jji  .inv  hank  whatever. 
The  whole  aul Jed  was  left  to  the  dis.  ri'ii.m  of  Ihia  Depatt- 
Dient.  Bren  that  chatter  permitt'  I  iln?  Secretary  of  (ha 
Treasury  to  remove  the  depoiiiea  rViijn  tlie  Bunt  of  the 
United  Slate*  when  ha  thought  propcr. 

In  th«  supplemental  rejurt  from  this  Department,  In 
1884,  on  the  keeping  and  dlshuialng  of  ihe  public  money, 
a  alate  of  ibings  like  the  present  was  adverted  to  and  con- 
aidersd.  It  waa  observed,  in  regard  to  such  an  occurrence, 
that  it  will  then  "become  hwosaary  to  devnlva  Iheae  Ju- 
lie* on  some  receiver  or  eollrctiir  already  it)  office,  or  on 
some  safe  agent  not  now  In  office,  as  has  been  the  prscliee 
'  ~  years  iri  thia  country  in  paying  pcnaic 


plao 


which  il 


3  StMe 


snk   c 


the  United  Stales  Bank,  and  as  hus  long  b( 
stimo  toutitrin  of  Europe,  by  having  the  revenue  in  certdin 
diitricta  chiefly  received,  ke^it,  and  lransmilt}»l  Ibrough 
private  agents  and  brokera." 

But  it  was  edited,  that  ■•  though  the  fiscal  operallana  of 
Ihe  Government  could,  undoubtedly,  atill  proceed  ihlongll 
the  pemnal  agencies  before  mentioned,"  and  wilhoul  any 
bankn.  Slate  or  national,  yet' "it  would  br  at  some  Incon- 
venience and  increase  of  expense,  unless  remedied  in  a 
manner  Ibal  may  hereafter  b«  developed,  and  noutd  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Department,  and  in  the  present  con- 
dition  of  things,  be  ao  eligible  a  aysiem  aa  the  present  one; 
bflCBuae  banks,  though  exposed  to  some  dangers  and  avila, 
and  thoQgti  nol  believed  to  be  necessary  for  the  liaell  pur- 
poses of  any  Oovemment)  and  much  lea  of  one  in  tha 
preaant  happy  financial  nlaalion  of  ours,  are  frankly  aC' 
knowledged  to  be  in  many  respects  a  class  of  agrnti  eco- 
nomical, convenient,  and  useful." 

Tho  uee  of  Bute  banks  bad  iben  been  adopted,  and  waa 

Sroceeding  astisfaclortly.  For  more  than  two  yesr*  afier, 
.continued  In  be  in  succesafiil  nperatinn,  so  far  an  regarded 
both  convenience  and  aafcty.  But  now,  most  of  the  Stale 
banks  have  ceased  to  pay  specie  even  for  iheir  notes,  and 
many  have  paid  out,  if  not  issued,  email  bills,  so  as  not  lo 
be  in  a  situalioo  either  lo  be  retained  or  lo  Iweoifle  fiscal 
agents,  in  conformity  to  the  reqnisiliona  of  the  depnmte  act. 
A  few  others,  who  are  in  ■  legal  stlnatlon  to  ba  aetecled, 
decline  to  receive  the  public  money  under  some  of  the  con- 
diliona  prescribed  by  the  act 

'Nor  IS  any  national  hank  In  existenre,  or,  independent 
of  its  tneipediency  in  a  politieal  view,  supposed  to  be  ca- 
pable of  being  eslabliahed  conatitalionally.  Hence  it  Is 
respectfully  anbrnitted  to  Congress,'  under'aH  the  above 
considerations,  whether  the  early  adoption  of  on«  of  the 
plans  ptopoaed  is  not  proper,  and  would  nol  b«  highly  con- 
ducive to  the  public  interests. 

'VL    filTTLKHSHT  WITH  TS*  fOBaEB  BltOStTI    >llfK*. 

Another  subject  Ihil  appears  to  require  the  esrly  actloB 
of  Congress  is,  Ihe  further  indulgence  which  il  may  ba 
proper  lo  extend  to  soch  of  ihe  former  deposiie  banim  as 
are  still  indebte<l  to  the  United  Slatea. 

The  facts  which  are  suppused  to  be  necessary  to  aid 
Congreaa  in  farming  a  correct  decision  on  this  subject  will 
be  fully  submilled.  The  perils  to  which  those  bsnks  we™ 
exposed,  hiid  caused  to  the  Depsrtmenl  much  solicitude  for 
aeveral  months  before  Ihe  suspension  of  specie  paymenta, 
and  led  to  some  precautionary  auggestiuns  which  il  felt 
hound  to  inako  tn  them,  so  far  as  appeared  conaislent  with 
the   uaoal   principlea  of  banking   in   this  country,  and  not 

trophs  lh!il  has  since  happened. 

Besides  the  general  cautions  with  raspecl  to  theeieeaaea 
of  bank  {asuca,  and  Ihe  dangeroua  consequences  likely  to 
ensue,  which  were  detailed  in  tha  last  annual  report  from 
this   Department  aereial   inslaace*  occuirad    wber*  lb* 
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cuuTM  of  the  business  of  some  of  the  depositories  appearing 
from  their  returns  to  be  injudicious,  Special  letters  of  advice 
were  deemed  proper,  and  were  written.  A  rigid  system 
in  requiring  additional  specie  was  also  pursued  in  all  cases 
of  unusual  deficiency.  In  regard  to  the  efiect  of  th6se  steps 
on  the  banks,  it  afibrds  the  undersigned  pleasure  to  add 
that,  from  the  completion  of  their  selection  after  the  depos- 
ite  act  passed,  to  the  last  returns  before  their  suspension, 
a  great  reduction  in  the  circulation  as  well  as  discounts  of 
many  of  them  bad  taken  place,  and,  in  several  cases,  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  specie  was  kept  on  hand.  Indeed, 
considering  the  extraordinary  amount  of  public  money  paid 
out  by.  them  between  .last  ^iovember  and  May,  amounting 
to.. near  twenty  millions  more  than  their  receipts  during  the 
same  period,  it  is  a  fact  highly  creditable  to  their  prudence 
and  Bi>ility,  that  the  specie  of  all  was  reduced  only  from 
a  bout  fifteen  to  thirteen  millions,  and  their  circulation, 
instead  of  increasing,  fell  from  near  forty-one  to  thirty- 
seven  millioBs. 

As  a  whole,  their  specie,  compared  with  their  circula- 
tion, continued  to  be  almost  as  large  in  May  as  in  Novem* 
her.  It  averaged  more  than  one  to  three,  or  much  more 
t  kan  has  been  customary  with  the  banks  in  this  country, 
and  was  over  double  the  relative  quantity  held  by  all  the 
banks  in  England  at  the  same  period,  and  was  in  a  pro- 
portion one-fourth  larger  than  that  in  the  Batik  of  Eng- 
land itself.  Their  immediate  means,  compared  with  their 
immediate  liabilities,  were  somewhat  stronger  in  Novem> 
bcr  than  in  May,  but  were  at  both  periods  nearly  1  to  2^, 
or  greater  than  the  usual  ratio,  in  the  best  times,  of  most 
banks  which  have  a  large  amount  of  deposites  in  posses- 
sion.    [See  table  Q.] 

In  this  condition  of  things,  the  suspension  of  specie 
payment  by  the  deposite  banks  was  an  event  not  generally 
anticipated. 

The  policy  since  pursued  by  most  of  them  has  been  fa- 
vorable to  an  early  discharge  of  their  engagements  to  the 
Treasury,  and  to  a  resumption  of  specie  payments.  Many 
have  gradually  reduced  their  discounts  and  circulation,  as 
well  as  paid  over  much  of  their  public  deposites.  This 
may  be  more  fully  seen  in  the  tables  annexc4.  [State- 
ment of  a  few  heads  of  condition  in  November,  March; 
Ju4y,  May,  and  August.  See  Q.]  Since  the  1st  of  May, 
their  discounts,  as  a  whole,  have  been  reduced  about 
^^20,388,776,  their  circulation  $4,991,791,  and  their 
public  depositea  $15,607,316  ;  while  their  specie  has  di- 
minished less  than  $3,000,000.  Of  the  number  of  eighty- 
six  banks  employed  at  the  time  of  the  suspension,  ten  or 
eleven  are  supposed  to  have  paid  over  all  the  public  money 
which  was  then  in  their  possession,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer.  In  the  custody  of  more  than  half  the  others, 
an  aggregate  of  less  than  $700,000  remains  unadjusted. 
Several  of  the  rest  still  possess  large  sums ;  but  many  of 
them  have  continued  promptly  to  furnish  such  payments 
from  time  to  time,  for  meeting  tho  public  necessities,  that, 
according  to  the  last  weekly  statement,  the  whole  balance 
to  his  credit,  which  remained  unpaid  in  all  of  them,  was 
only  $12,418,041.  The  amount  thus  retained  by  each 
may  be  seen  in  tho  schedule  annexed,  [K.] 

The  course  adopted  in  respect  to  the  deposites  of  dis* 

buTsing  officers,  after  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 

and  with  a  view  to  safety,   as  well  as  to  encourage  the 

*    early  resumption  of  such  payments,   may  be  seen  more 

fully  in  the  documents  annexed.     [See  circular  S.] 

It  was  considered  proper  to  proceed,  and  attempt  to 
withdraw  all  the  public  money  from  the  discontinued 
agents,  as  fast  as  it  was  wanted  for  public  purposes,  and 
as  new  and  suitable  depositories  could  be  procured  to  re- 
oeive  any  thing  obtainable  l)eyond  such  amount.  But 
while  the  former  agents  appeared  to  be  secure,  and  to  be 
making  proper  efforts  to  meet  such  calls*  it  seemed  more 
Qpwmcive  to  the  eventual  safety  of  the  money,  and  moi^ 


consistent  with  irue  wisdom,  as  well  as  the  convenienct  of 
the  Treasury,   to  refrain  from  luifiecefsary  proseeudoitf 
and  costs  till  the  early  session  of  Congresis  ivhich  htd 
been  called,  in  part,  for  the  consideration  or  this  subject. 
On  the  contrary,  when  any  of  the  banks  pernsted  in  M- 
glecting  to  pursue  (he  prudent  course  of  curtiilment,  asi 
in  making  no  reasonable  efforts  to  discharge  the  drafts  on 
them  in  an  acceptable  manner,  the  Departrpent  coDiid^- 
ed  it  a  duty,  however  unpleasant,  to  deliver  their  agnt* 
menu  and  bonds  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Ties^ry  for  sj^t 
This  has  already  been  done  in  nine  cases ;  in  some  u  i 
matter  of  precaution,  to  obtsin  additional  secaiiiy  beyood 
what  had  been  given ;  and  in  others^  to  take  the  preiiim- 
nary  steps  for  an  action  against  the  sureties  as  well « the 
principals. 

Some  of.  the  additional  banks,   rendered  necffsarj  t» 
carry  into  effect  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  late  depoeite 
act,  have,  on  this  occasion,  proved  the  least  prompt  wd 
efficient  in  meeting  their  obligations.     But  though  the 
losses  of  a  few  may  be  severe,  and  considerable  delaj  mj 
arise  in  discharging  their  engagements;  and  though  it 
has  been  proper,  and  has  evinced  a  commendable  state  (A 
moral  feeling  in  many  of  them,  to  suike  at  the  root  of  l^ 
present  excesses  in  paper,  by  curtailing  largely  both  m 
issues  and  discounts,  and  thereby  to  make  serious  sacrifi- 
ces ;  yet  the  condition  of  them  alt  appears  to  be  such  n 
will,  with  the  collateral  security  taken,  in  most  ctsea,  rea- 
der the  United  States  probably  safe  against  any  ultjmats 
loss.     Considering  the  widespread  pressure  of  the  limei, 
which  bad  involved  some  of  the  banks,  at  well  as  their 
debtors,,  in  extraordinary  embarrassments;  snd  that  l» 
public  money,  as  a  general  rule,  had  prevbusly  been  e^, 
ed  from  them  only  in  moderate  aums,  as  needed  for  el- 
penditure  and  transfer,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  «•• 
era!  of  them  wouUl  l>o  able  to  pay  over  at  once,  tad  a 
specie,  the  whole  of  the  large  amount  then  in  th^r  pM- 
session. 

More  especially  was  this  not  to  be  expected,  wiieijj 
from  the  great  accumulation  of  deposites,  the  spede  of  all 
of  them  at  the  lime  of  the  suspension,  as  well  as  for  roasj 
months  bef«^re,  though  larger  than  the  proportion  held  by 
most  other  Uanks,  did  not  cqnal,  and  couW  not,  **^ 
making  a  sudden  and  great  change  in  the  practice  uus 
our  whole  banking  system,  equal  one-half  ol  their  indent 
edness  to  the  Government  alone.  It  is  presumed  tbtlj 
considerable  portion  of  the  money  since,  as  well  as  fonnflP 
ly,  paid  by  the  banks  on  transfers  and  drofis,  hat  not  beat 
demanded  nor  paid  in  specie. 

But  no  persons  have  been  required  to  accejpt  any  thi^ 
else,  nor,  according  to  the  views  of  the  underflgnod,  coaM 
they  be,  without  a  violation  of  law  and  sound  policj. 

The  drafts  of  tlie  Treasurer  for  debts,  when  drawn  « 
banks  and  not  discharged  on  presentment,  have,  uimWiB' 
structions  from  this  Department,  been  oAeii  taheu  npu 
its  behalf  by  the  collectors  and  receivers,  in  order  as  rouo 
as  possible  to  relieve  tho  public  creditor  from  deity  a« 
lops.  [See  F,  and  circular  instructions  T.]  New  draw 
when  the  first  ones  were  not  paid  in  an  acceptable  mail- 
ner,  have  also,  in  some  cases,  been  given  on  other  depoa 
tories,  and  have  helped  to  promote  satisfactory  adjuA 
ments. 

Since  the  discontinuance  of  most  of  the  banks  as  de 
posltories,  this  Department  has  also  found  the  use  of  draft 
made  directly  on  receivers  and  collectors  very  acceptaH 
to  most  of  public  creditors;  and  by  the  specie  fortanaliei 
then  on  hand,  and  since  collected  by  the. receivers,  with  ( 
part  of  what  was  before  in  the  mint,  and  some  occasioiwll 
supplied  by  a  few  of  the  banks  and  collectors,  a  ^ 
amount  of  claims  has  been  paid^  and  the  Treaauryisr^! 
to  pay  others,  in  it,  so  Car  as  practicable,  at  pointa  and  a 
^  manner  convenient  to  many.  But,  till  the  iiKiehto 
banks  resume  specie  payments,  or  increased  coUcctioDsca) 
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be  made  in  specie  of  what  is  due  from  them  and  from  the 
BwrehintSy  it  mast  be  obrious  that  the  Department,  how- 
ever tnxiom  to  pay  all  the  pablic  creditors  and  oflScera  in 
ipeeie,  when  demanded,  is  unable  to  iceomplish  so  desi- 
nble  an  object 

This  is  one  of  the  es'iiB  incident  to  the  existing  state  of 
tiie  monejed  concerns  6f  the  country,  and  which  cannot  be 
remedied,  unless  Congress  furnish  additional  means,  until 
ipccle  payments  are  generally  resumed.  Some  interroe- 
ditte  losies,  by  a  depreciation  of  bank  notes,  most,  there- 
ibre,  fall  on  tbose,  whether  creditors  or  officers  of  the  Gov- 
erament,  who  consent  to  take  them  rather  than  submit  to 
delay«  in  psyment. 

Hence  it  seems  highly  reasonable  that  the  Government 
sboold  hasten,  as  fast  as  possible,  the  restoration  of  specie 
payments,  at  least  by  its  former  fiscal  agents  who  are  still 
io  iti  debt. 

This  would  put  an  end  to  such  losses.  It  also  seems 
proper  that  those  deposite  banks  which  have  not  generally 
ansrrered  the  demands  on  them,  but  have  continued  to  re- 
ceire  full  interest  on  the  depositee  they  had  loaned  out, 
diould  be  required  to  pay  it  on  the'sums  still  retained,  and 
ftrai  the  periods  when  they  foiled  to  fofil  their  obligations 
to  the  Treasury.  It  is  manifest  that  the  members  of  Con- 
grewi  coming. from  every  section  of  the  country,  would  be 
the  best  judges  of  what  farther  lenity  or  severity  might 
properly  be  exercised  towards  them ;  and,  knowing  more 
intimately  the  causes  and  consequences  of  the  suspension 
tf  ipecie  payments  by  the  banks  in  their  respective  neigh- 
Moods,  can  decide  with  greater  accuracy  whether  any 
lUoIgence  coold  hereafter  be  extended  to  them  appropri- 
Hely,  Txcept  oq  the  condition  of  an  early  resumption  of 
^V|Kie  payments,  and  an  allowance  of  interest  during  any 
Wiy  in  meeting  their  fiscal  engagements.  With  the 
neans  of  information  iKi'sscssed  by  the  undersigned,  he 
does  nnt  hesitate  to  express  an  opinion  tliat  it  should  not 
W  done  without  a  compliance  with  such  conditions.  As 
hrther  evidence  of  the  ability  of  most  of  them  on  this  sub- 
ff^  it  will  be  necessary  only  to  advert  to  the  abstract  of 
■eir  last  returns,  which  h«  been  previously  annexed. 

^vm  the  mode  of  doing  business  in  the  Southwest,  by 
■tk'ng  much  of  their  circulation  not  redeemable  at  home, 
ht  at  distant  points,  and  providing  for  it  there  by  bills  of 
jlehaDge,  (so  many  of  which,  during  the  past  season, 
Jwefiiiled  to, bo  paid,)  thesttuatiun  of  several  of  the  banks 
BOS  id  least  eligible,  not  only  for  an  early  resumption  of 
l^ie  payments,  bnt  for  a  ypeedy  and  satiafactory  adjust- 
M  of  their  debts  to  the  Government.  But  in  the  West- 
^  and  probably  in  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  if  not 
^bere,  the  ability  to  sustain  such  p'>yments  appears, 
9tbeir  returns,  much  greater  than  has  been  cnstomary  in 
■  coantry.  Their  specie,  compared  with  their  circula- 
^»  is  as  one  to  two,  and  one  tir  three ;  and  their  imme- 
nte  means,  compared  with  their  immediate  liabilities,  are 
<ver  one  to  three.  Hence  it  has  been  hoped  that  the  ef • 
x^  which  the  banks  were  bound  to  make  would  lead,  in 
MM  places,  to  the  desirable  events  above  mentioned,  with- 
it  very  long  delay.  [See  circular  V.]  The  objection 
"**Hy  argcd  against  an  early  resumption,  that  the  unfa- 
(''shle  balance  of  trade  against  this  country  would,  in  that 
*ent,  canae  some  of  the  specie  in  the  banks  to  be  drawn 
■t  and  shipped,  will,  however  true  in  point  of  fact,  pos- 
te  much  less  force  when  it  is  considered  that  the  dcli|y 
hherto  has  not  prevented  the  export  of  specie.  On  the 
Wlrsry,  considerable  sums,  wliich  were  in  onlinary  clr- 
llation,  have,  since  the  suspension,  been  withdrawn,  and 
pwtion  of  them  sent  abroad,  while  their  place  is  bodly 
■PTlied  with  depreciated  paper.  So  happily  adjusted, 
•»e»eT,  are  the  laws  of  tradts  even  in  their  influence  on 
^  precious  metals,  that  while  oar  custom-house  books 
^w  an  export  since  the  1 5th  of  May  bist,  chiefly  to  Eng- 
ird and  Praneo,  of  |fei,708,320  of  specie,  they  show  du- 


ring the  same  time  imports,  chiefly  from  other  quarters,  of 
#3,  MO, 020.  Though  the  actaal  imports  and  exports  have 
both  doubtless  exceeded  those  amounts  ainoe  that  period, 
and  the  ratio  of  diflerence  has  been  somewhat  greater,  yet 
the  total  drain  has  been  much  leas  ihas  many  have  im- 
agined, and  prodoeed  less  effect  on  the  general  ability  of 
the  country  and  the  banks  to  have  specie  payments  re- 
sumed and  successfully  sustained.-  Congress  having  pow- 
er to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  it  would  be  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, if  the  power  ht  ever  exereiaed,  whether  all 
banks,  and  in  any  event,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Dallas 
and  Mr.  Crawford,  all  employed  by  the  Treasury,  should 
not  be  Bubjected  to  its  provisions,  and,  on  any  important 
and  deliberate  failure  in  their  pecuniary  duties,  be  coai- 
poiled  at  once  to  dose  their  concerns. 

in  respect  to  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,-  as 
well  as  others  connected  with  the  General  Government,  it 
seems  desirable  that  the  measures  adopted  in  relation  to 
them,  by  Congress,  should  have  a  strong  tendency  to  en- 
courage the  earliest  resumption  of  specie  payments  which 
is  practicable  and  safe.  Fur  this  purpose,  little  doubt  can 
exist  thart,  while  those  measures  will  be  the  most  salutary 
which  shall  evince  a  due  liberality  and  forbearance  to  the 
extent  really  required  by  the  crisis,  Ihey  should,  beyond 
that,  be  rigorous  in  exacting  the  adoption  of  such  steps  as 
are  sanctioned  by  (be  sound  principles  of  currency  and  the 
public  faith.  They  will  then  help,  at  an  early  day,  to  re- 
lieve the  commutoiiy,  as  well  as  the  Treasury,  from  a  con- 
dition of  the  circulating  medium,  which,  so  far  as  it  eoti- 
sists  of  bank  paper  irredeemable  in  specie,  is  one  of  the 
worst  scourges  which  can  be  inflieied  on  society.  It  is  no 
leas  hoetile  to  the  best  maxims  of  political  economy,  than 
usually  Bubversivo  of  every  just  sense  of  both  moral  aB<l 
legal  obligation. 

YII.    Ox  THE  MOXfiT  IISCXIVABLB  FOB  PCBIIC  BUXB. 

The  kind  of  money  or  currency  receivable  for  public  duis 
is  another  embarrassment,  concerning  tvhich  legislation  has 
been  deemed  proper  by  many.  A  change  in  the  existing 
practice  has  been  requested  by  othens,  without  legislatior. 
But,  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
no  change  which  should  sanctiott  the  receipt  of  bank  paper 
not  redeemable  in  specie,  has  been  thought  either  prudent 
or  permissible  by  this  Department.  Nor  will  such  a  one 
be  adopted  without  the  express  direction  of  Congress.  [See 
Fl.  2.] 

Believing  that  specie  is  the  best  standard,  and  the  only 
one  contemplated  by  the  constitution,  for  the  public  reve- 
nue and  expenditures,  as  well  aa  for  the  value  of  eontraeta 
and  property,  every  departure  from  it  for  those  pnrpoaes  is 
deemed  by  the  underaigned  pernicious,  if  not  unconstitu- 
tional. The  question  as  to  the  expediency  of  using  any 
other  medium  for  a  currency  is  of  a  diflferent  character,  and 
more  complicated.  But  tho  ruinous  consequences  of  a  re- 
sort to  continental  money,  bills  of  credit,  or  any  apeeies  of 
paper  not  redeemable  in  specie,  and  which  had  lieen  de- 
veloped in  our  own  experience,  as  well  as  in  the  soundest 
theories  of  political  economy,  were  undoubtedly  a  principal 
cause  for  those  rigKl  provisions  in  the  constitution  connected 
with  the  currency.  They  restrict  any  State  from  issuing 
mere  *'b]Hrof  credit,**  from  making  any  thing  a  tender 
«« except  gold  and  silver,*'  or  passing  any  law  <* impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts,*'  as  well  as  confine  to  Congress 
alone  the  power  '*to  coin  money,"  and  "regulate  the 
value  thereof."  The  exercise  of  this  last  power,  manifestly 
relating  only  to  metallic  money,  appears  to  require  merely 
the  coinage  of  a  sufficient  supply  at  the  mint,  and  in  coti- 
venicnt  denominations  for  all  necessary  purposes,  and  of 
such  an  intrinsic  value  as,  while  preventing  it  from  being 
depreciated  on  tho  one  hand,  should,  on  the  other,  not  be 
so  underrated  as  to  cause  it  to  lie  readily  c«j>ort«l,  or  rat'lted 
down  for  um*  in  manufactures, 
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The  whole  amount  neoeMary  for  public  paymenta  baa 
bean  much  misapprehendad.  Without  a  surplua  ia  the 
Traaiury,  it  would  leldom  exceed  eight  or  ten  millions  of 
dollart,  even  if  no  evidencea  of  debt,  or  any  kind  of  paper 
money,  were  receivable.  Like  a  running  stream,  the  coin 
which  flows  in  as  constantly  flows  out,  without  much  ac- 
cumulation ;  one  dollar  helping  to  perform,  in  a  single 
year,  the  service  of  payment  and  repayment  numerous 
times.  Indeed,  the  people  of  the  whole  United  States  do 
not,  in  a  aound  state  of  business  and  prices,  need  over  one 
hundred  and  ten  millions  of  an  active  circulating  medium 
for  all  their  currency.  Thia  would  ha  a  larger  portion  of 
eorrency  to  our  preaent  population  than  the  aversge  has 
been  from  the  adoption  of  the  conaCitution ;  and,  if  an 
exclaMve  metallic  currency  could  be  deemed  desirable, 
would  require  only  about  thirty  millions  more  than  the 
specie  which  is  supposed  now  to  exist  in  the  country. 
But  the  present  quaality  of  specie  being  divided  pretty 
equally  between  the  banks  and  individuals,  not  half,  of  it 
is  in  active  circulation ;  and,  unless  it  becomes  increased, 
and  much  more  equally  difiuscd.  some  paper  is^  of  course, 
neccarary  to  prevent  a  audden  revulsion  in  prices  and  val- 
ues, and  to  supply  a  sufficient  circulating  medium  for  the 
legitimate  purposes  of  the  States  and  t^  people.  Some 
paper  will,  probably,  always  be  found  convenient  for  com- 
mercial operations.  It  would,  therefore,  be  invidious,  if 
not  unauthorised,  for  the  General  Government  to  deprive 
the  Stales  of  any  supposed  advantage  in  the  use  of  it*  so 
for  and  so  long  as  they  may  deem  proper,  or  otherwise  to 
interfere  with  their  coune,  in  relation  to  it,  except  to  en- 
force the  present  constitutional  prohibition  against  issuing 
any  biUs  of  credit,  or  making,  any  thing  a  tender  except 
gold  and  silver.  Care,  however,  must  be  employed,  inci- 
dentally, to  avert,  as  far  as  possible,  any  evil  influences 
which  might  otherwise  be  exercised  over  our  own  fiscal 
operations  by  the  difforent  local  policies  pursued  on  a  sub- 
ject of  so  much  delicacy,  haianl,  and  diflicttlty. 

The  power  which  Congress  may  possess  to  legislate, 
with  a  view  of  furnishing  a  paper  currency  of  any  kind  for 
the  ordinary  naea  of  the  community,  or  of  regulating,  in 
ecgr  way,  domestic  exchanges,  is  not  entirely  clear,  nor 
well  denned.-  Whatever  may  be  its  just  extent,  it  seems 
•aldom,  if  ever,  necessary  to  be  used,  while  the  States  re- 
tain such  a  wide  and  undisputed  authority  over  banking ; 
end  while  the  local  institutions,  as  well  as  private  bankers, 
here  no  leas  than  abroad,  are  generally  so  competent  to  ef- 
fect exchanges.  Such  a  power  is  not  expressly  conferred 
in  the  constitution,  nor  does  it  seem  to  be  implied,  unless, 
ia  the  execution  of  some  plain  grants,  it  may  become  proper 
to  be  exerted  on  any  emergency,  and  without  using 
means  otherwise  forbidden,  unwerrantable,  or  inexpedient 

In  regard  to  exchanges,  it  is  believed  that  seldom,  if 
eVer,  has  any  Government,  however  unlimited  its  autbori- 
W,  considered  it  wise  to  prescribe  special  regulations  for  ef- 
focting  them.  Such  a  Government  might  well  feel  empow- 
ered  *'  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nationa,"  or  be- 
tween its  own  Siatea,  if  it  had  any ;  but  to  regulate  exchanges 
between  individuals,  would,  in  most  cases,  be  justly  deem- 
ed arbitrary.  On  the  contrary,  the  aound  principles  of 
trade  seem  to  require  aa  little  interference  aa  poaaible  with 
fixing  the  price  of  commodities,  or  the  mode  and  medium 
through  which  they  shall  be  iuterohangod.  Those  princi- 
ples woultl  only  yield  adequate  protection  or  security,  fur- 
nish facilities  appropriate  and  authorized,  and  establish  a 
good  standard  of  value.  Indeed,  the  Imlancea  of  indebted- 
neaa  between  different  aectiona  of  the  country,  if  left  to 
work  out  their  natural  conaequences  on  the  rate  of  ex- 
changes, will  usually,  as  they  are  now  doing,  correct  ex- 
cesses in  business  in  any  quarter,  and  be  sclf-regulaUirs, 
far  superior  to  any  olficieus  and  minute  legiidation.  The 
rate  merely  for  exchanges  can  aeldom  exceed  the  expense 
of  transporting  flpecie  between  any  two  places;  and,  il'sur- 


paaaing  that,  the  excaaa  must  ariae  from  what  GovcrpoHBt 
haa  little  power  to  cure  that  i%  from  the  difficdiy  in  ob- 
taining money  where  indebtedness  is  great,  iniareit  higb, 
and  credit  impaired. 

In  regard  to  the  currency  which  ia  most  suitible  for 
public  purpoaes,  whatever  mey  be  the  authority  of  tha 
General  Government  to  make  or  adopt  a  paper  one,  in  fid 
or  in  party  it  ia  diflicult  to  perceive  why,  after  having  «- 
tablished  specie  as  a  standard,  having  foibidden  anytbiag 
else  to  be  made  a  tender,  and  having  succeeded  in  encou- 
aging  the  inuoduction  of  a  aupply  of  it  into  the  cooatiy 
very  ample  for  all  fiscal  purposes,  it  should  expnadj  dii- 
penae  with  its  employment  as  the  most  ususl  medium  fcr 
those  porpbeea.     The  fundamental  acta  of  ConsieH  h  to 
the  payments  for  duties  and  lands  have  not  mads  ao|  n- 
oeptiona  in  ita  use,  or  provided  any  aubstitotas  except  tbo 
*  <  evidencee  of  the  public  debt. "    Any  exceptions  alloaal 
ought  certainly  never  to  permit  any  thing  except  spcde  to 
be  paid  out  as  a  rightful  tender  by  the  United  States;  lad 
this  principle  haa  always  been  strictly  observed.    But  by 
constructions  adopted  early  in  this  Department,  and,  aabe- 
quently,  by  the  charters  to  the  two  United  States  Bink^ 
as  well  as  by  an  apparent  sanction  in  the  joint  rsiolaMB 
of  1816,  different  aubstitutea  of  notea  iasued  bj  thfloe  iid 
Sute  banks,  have,  at  difierent  times,  and  under  ddbnat 
modifications,  been  permitted  to  be  received  in  pajmcnL 
These,  however,  have  been  allowed  only  when  regndal  to 
a  clear  equivalent  to  specie  or  by  being  readily  oonvertiiile 
into  it,  and  by  being  recommended  by  aome  aupeiior  cso- 
venienoe  or  utility,  as  well  as  by  great  security.    Ai  if^ 
cie  likewise  combines  safety,   nniformity,  geoeial  oo^ 
sound  theory,  and  almost  universal  experience  b  fatar  of 
its  common  employment,  the  framere  of  the  copftiloUpi 
doubtless  believed,  as  has  been  the  uniform  practice  liocc't 
that  all  aubatitutes  of  paper*  aa  they  have  less  btnoac 
value,  though  they  often,  by  smaller  lyeight  or  bulk,  po^ 
sess  some  qualities  of  greater  convenience  fisr  ocfttl 
uaea,  should  never  be  permitted  to  be  forced  on  aitba 
the  Government  or  the    community   without  their  ti* 
press  consent*    As.  they  depend  also  on  credit  focdxl 
worth,  it  must  be  bad  policy  to  countenance  tbeo  fa 
either  uublic  or  private  uae,  when  their  credit  does  not  art 
on  undoubted  security,  or  to  encourage  such  small  deoo* 
inationa  of  tbem  aa  would  be  employed  by  those  daioeif 
aociety  whose  business  is  of  a  kind  which  cannot  be  soon 
tially  promoted  by  the  substitutes;  whose  profit  is liulel 
nothing  derived  from  tbem ;  and  whoao  leases,  wbaii  k 
preciations  occur,  cannot  be  borne  without  distrss. 

Another  general  olijection  to  every  aubstitute  not  iMlfll 
on  an  equal  amount  of  specie  in  pledge  to  redeem  i^  wltfl 
was  the  original  idea  of  a  bank  of  issue,  is,  that  it  loodit 
dispense  with  the  necessity  of  specif,  in  coonexiun  aU 
the  currency,  and  thus,  by  converting  more  of  it  iplotf 
article  of  trade,  expel  it  from  tbo  country ;  while  a  cireuh 
ting  medium  is  introduced  instead  of  it,  which  is  usooll 
less  safe,  and  often  tempts  to.  ruinous  expanaious  io  ieejl 
as  well  as  business^  so  as  to  csuso  great  fioctuatioos  I 
.pricea,  unsettle  the  value  of  property  and  c6oirsctf,sa 
sometimes  strip  from  honest  industry,  in  a  momcat,  Ik 
hard  earnings  uf  years. 

Besides  these,  a  special  difficulty,  in  the  use  of  any  aiki 
substitute. for  public  purposes,  is  the  procraslinstiooi  & 
appointment,  and  embarrassment,  which,  in  case  of  it«A 
procialion,  are  sometimes  occasioned  by  it  to  greet  nalioa) 
measures,  as  well  aa  the  discredit  thus  csst  upon  ibe^M 
dom  of  the  Government,  for  regulating  ita  fiscal  affiiisi 
such  a  manner  aa  to  be  unable  to  discharge  puoctusUj  i 
engagements,  and  for  the  exhibition  of  an  example  so  loa 
chievoua  to  both  individuals  and  nations.  Auotber  din 
culty  in  thia  country  is  the  want  of  equal  value,  at  diffn 
ent  places,  in  any  other,  when  compared  with  the  standai 
of  specie,  and  the  virtual  violstion  which  its  t9W\^  « 
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dnlies  taty  thos  caaae  of  the  spirit  of  th»t  ptrt  of  tho  con- 
ititutioo  requiring  all  impMU  to  be  *< uniform."  Nor  can 
thflsa  two  lait  difficulties  be  always  entirely  overcome  by 
the  use  of  such  paper,  or  any  other,  though  redeemed  in 

nand  on  demand,  if  it  be  taken  at  a  distance  from 
.  loe  olita  redemption.  But,  in  Uie  administration 
of  our  fiscal  concerns,  it  has  always  been  very  desirable  to 
avoid  the  want  of  uniformity,  and  the  delay  or  expense, 
•nd  fometimes  the  loss,  incident  to  the  receipt  for  lands  or 
dotiee  of  such  notes  if  redeemable  at  a  dbtance,  and  which 
then  would  sometimes  occur  before  they  could  be  convert- 
ed iDio  speeie,  or  anil  mmmy  aa  the  ]p«Mie  enditor  was 
bound  or  willing  to  accept.  In  t>rder,  therefore,  to  pro- 
vent  those  injurious  consequences,  one  mode  has  been  to 
accept  no  State  bank  notes  whatever  for  public  dues,  as  is 
DOW,  and  eometimes  heretofore  was,  the  practice  in  respect 
to  lands.  Another  has  been,  to  permit  none  to  be  takefi 
eieept  such  as,  under  permission  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
aeo^  the  collecting  officers  or  the  public  depositories  were 
willing  St  once  to  credit  as  specie. 

In  our  early  operations,  for  purposes  of  facilitating  re- 
niUanoee  to  the'Tceaeury,  quite  as  much  as  for  accommo- 
dtlion  to  others,  collectors  were  instructed  to  receive  cer- 
tain State  bank  notes,  payable  near  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, and  which  were  to  lie  credited  as  cash,  when  for- 
warded by  oiail,  or  otherwise,  to  the  Treasurer.  [See  a 
ciaolsr,  1789~H.]  The  justiftcation  offered  for  this 
coane  msy  be  seen  in  a  report  frpm  this  Department  in 
April,  1790.  [H  2.]  The  situation  of  the  eouuuy,  how- 
t*ar,  as  to  ease  in  communication,  facility  in  exchanges, 
ttd  the  nearer  location  of  many  points  of  collection  to 
thoae  of  expenditures,  has  since  undergone  snch  great  im- 
proveiDente)  ss  for  a  long  time  to  have  rendered  the  rteeipt 
ef  notes  to  aid  in  public  transfers  seldom  necessa^,  and 
almost  entirely  disused,  A-nothe^  mode  adopted  by  Con- 
grese  has  been,  to  render  the  recelpU  of  the  notes  of  Sute 
banks,  for  any  purpose  less  material,  by  providing  those  of 
a  bank  chartered  by  the  General  Government,  and  m&ktng 
tbesa  lest,  by  law»  receivable  for  all  public  dues.  But  this 
iBode  hss  ceased  ;  and  the  legality  as  well  as  sound  policy 
tf  the  practice  to  receive  the  notes  of  State  banks  for  any 
pttUic  dues,  whether  done  with  a  view  to  fiscal  or  general 
oonvenieooe^  and  though  under  all  the  strict  limitations 
Mbis  mentioned,  has  been  questioned  by  some.  Others 
hare  considered  any  limitation  whatever,  by  either  the  Kx- 
ecoiive  or  this  Uepartmettt,  as  not  Justifiable,  ainca  the 
joint  resolution  of  1816.  It  is,  therefore,  res{)ectfully  sug- 
fttted,  that  a  strong  propriety  exists  for  Congress  to  legis- 
late mors  explicitly  on  the  whole  subject. 

It  may  be  proper  and  useful  to  add,  that  as  most  of  the 
daties  on  imports  have  been  discharged  in  checks  on  the 
bank  where  the  bonds  were  deposited  for  collection,  or  in 
^  own  notes,  and  seldom  in  thoee  of  banks  at  any  dis- 
Is&ce,  little  embarrassment  has  ever  arisen  concerning  the 
Payments  for  duties  in  bank  notes.  But,  in  taking  them 
w  lands,  the  remote  situation  qf  the  purchasers,  the  re- 
ceirer^  and  tj^e  banks,  has  generally  lieen  auch  that  fro- 
^ueat  difficulties  and  changes  in  practice  have  occurred 
auring  the  period  whUe  the  UnUed  Slates  Bank  and  iu 
braochesjt  as  well  as  the  Slate  banks,  were  employed  as 
depotirories.  In  onr  mixed  system  of  currency,  and.  one 
•0  lung  and  so  deeply  interwoven  with-  the  business  of  the 
coQDtry,  it  was  very  inconvenient  entirely  to  avoid,  and  at 
the  same  time  occasionally  dangerous  to  {lermit,  taking  the 
hilJs  of  any  Slate  bank  for  lands ;  and  the  receipt  of  such 
notes  was  obliged  to  be  either  so  restricted  as  to  prove  of 
little  convenience  to  tho  community,  or  a  risk  was  incurred 
of  many  pArtisl  arrangemenu  being  made,  and  some  ulti- 
mate injuries  sustained  by  the  Treasury.. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  the  course  least  liable  to 
itroDg  objections  appears  to  be  for  Congress  to  prescribe 
some  spedfic  regulations  on  the  whole  subject. 


This  could  be  effected  by  directing  what  alone  appears 
safe,  and  what  is  understood  to  be  the  practice  in  both 
England  and  France.  It  is,  that  the  bills  of  no  local  banks 
be  taken,  which  shall  not,  from  the  near  location  of  the 
bank,  be  equivalent  to  specie ;  be  able  to  be  converted  into 
specie  at  very  short  periods  by  the  receiver  and  collector, 
so  as  to  pay  the  public  creditors  legally,  if  demanding  spe- 
cie ;  and  be  thus  accounted  for  at  par,  and  without  expense 
to  the  Government.  Another  advantage  frbm  this  course 
would  be,  its  salutary  check  on  over-issues  by  the  neigh- 
boring banks. 

The  occasional  convenience  of  sound  paper  currency  for 
various  purposes,  whether  national  or  individual,  such  as 
large  payments,  distant  remittances,  exchanges,  or  travel- 
ling, is  highly  valued  by  some,  and,  where  gold  does  not 
circulate,  is  often  very  considerable.  But  the  difficulties 
in  keeping  it  sound,  the  hazards  and  losses  incident  to  its 
use,  and  which  have  already  been  explained,  are  trouble- 
some. Should  Congress  determine  that  it  is  proper  to 
fumbh,  by  its  own  authority,  and  for  the  purposes  before 
mentioned,  some  paper  medium  of  higher  character  and 
other  than  what  now  exists  in  private  bills  of  exchange  or 
notes  of  State  banks,  no  doubt  exists  that  any  benefits 
which  may  occasionally  bo  derived  from  its  employment 
can  be  readily  secured,  without  treading  on  the  debatable 
ground  of  either  the  power  or  the  policy  of  chartering  a 
national  bank. 

Certificates,  not  on  interest,  but  payable  in  specie  to 
bearer  or  order,  as  well  as  being  receivable  for  all  public 
dues,  could  be  authoriied  to  be  given  in  payment  to  the 
public  creditor,  whenever  preferred  by  him,  and  'sufficient 
specie  existed  in  the  treasury.  Thif  kind  of  paper  would 
be  very  convenient  in  form,  and  would  differ  little  from 
the  drafts  now  in  use  on  banks,  except  being  drawn  on  a 
known  specie  fund,  and  expressing  on  its  face  not  only 
this,  but  its  being  receivable  in  the  first  instance  for  all 
public  dues.  It  would  possess  the  highest  credit  attainable 
in  society. 

As  a  practical  illustration  of  their  pobable  utility  and 
convenience,  even  the  drafts,  though  exposed  to  several 
disadvantages  which  would  not  exist  with  the  certificates^ 
are  ndar  the  par  of  specie^  and  furnish  such  facilities  for 
large  payments  and  distant  remittances  that  the  amount  of 
them,  on  both  banks  arid  collecting  officers,  kept  out  unra- 
tumed,  has  increased  within  a  few  months  from  the  usual 
aggregate  of  about  two  millions  to  nearly  four  and  a  half 
millions. 

If  the  demand  for  such  paper  increased,  public  and  pri- 
vate convenience  might  be  promoted,  and  an  equal  quaniif  j 
of  speoie  at  the  'same  tim^  preserved  in  the  country,  by  re- 
serving for  this  purpose,  from  any  accumulation  in  the 
Treasury,  a  sufiicieut  sum,  and  by  placing  it  at  a  few  im- 
portant an<f  convenient  fioints,  to  render  a  greater  number  of 
certificates  redeemable  there  with  the  very  coin  whose  rep- 
resentative they  are  intended  and  honestly  ought  to  be. 

All  the  advantages  of  these  certificates  could  thus  be 
furnished,  by  merely  paying  them  out  to  the  public  credit- 
or, when  more  desirable  to  him  than  specie.  But  no  loans 
of  them  appear  advisable,  nor  any  bni)k  incorporation,  bank 
officers,  or  bank  machinery  whatever,  in  connexion  with 
the  subject.  They  would  combine  the  most  important  re- 
quisites appertaining  to  any  paper  currency — such  as  tho 
greatest  security,  an  eniire  specie  basis,  and  the  unity  of 
all  issues  in  one  body  ;  while  the  control  over  these  last, 
which  it  is  so  very  desirable  to  preserve  independent,  would 
be  placed  and  regulated  by  law  so  as  to  prevent  any  inter- 
ested or  injurious  excesses.  The  whole  rii>k  would  be  the 
loss  by  casui^ty  or  unfaithfulness  of  any  of  the  specie  that 
was  held  to  redeem  the  poper,  and  which,  as  well  ss  the 
ox|)enses,  would  proltahly  be  in  part  remunerated  by  the 
losa  of  certificates  before  they  are  returned.  If  the  residue 
of  the  exponas  should  constitute  any  considerable  objection 
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to  the  pystem,  it  could  be  fullv  obTialed  by  a  moderate  and 
fixed  premium  for  the  certificates,  either  when  iuaed  or 
redeemed. 

The  common  drafU  of  this  Department,  iii  their  present 
convenient  form,  possess  one  advantage,  vrhich  could  some- 
times bo  fm parted  to  the  certificates.  When  used  at  places 
against  which  the  balance  of  trade  exists,  but  drawn  on  places 
in  whose  favor  it  is,  the  former  do  now,  and  may  hereafter, 
not  only  facilitate  essentially  the  domestic  exchanges,  but 
at  the  same  time  supersede  numerous  bank  transfers,  and 
the  more  expensive  transportation  of  specie  itself. 

The  mint  certificates,  heretofore  given  on  the  depbsite 
of  bullion  .and  specie  for  -coinage,  might  easily  be  made 
running  to  bearer  or  order,  and  receivable  for  all  public 
dues ;  and,  in  that  way,  wduld  contribute  to  the  same  de- 
sirable ends. 

The  present  branches  of  the  mint,  if  not  numerous 
enough,  nor  situated  at  convenient  places  for  the  receipt  of 
specie  and  bullion  for  this  purpose,  might  l^e  aided  by  two 
or  three  agencies,  instead  of  more  expensive  new  branches, 
at  points  favorable  to  the  interests  of  (be  mint  and  of  the 
community. 

It  mnst  be  obvious  that  the  paper  of  any  bank  will  be 
less  safe  and  useful  in  being  received  for  public  dues,  in 
proportion  as  it  may  want  such  solid  securities  and  founda- 
tions as  the  certificates  before  descrilted.  But  if  the  notes 
of  State  banks  are  made  receivable  for  such  dues,  under 
certain  limitations  like  those  which  have  been  explained, 
the  other  most  desirable  guarantees  for  their  safety,  whether 
looking  .to  any  uso  of  them  by  the  General  Oovernment, 
or  to  the  durable  interests  of  the  States  themselves,  seem 
to  be  for  the  Utter,  first,  to  impose  on  the  existing  banks, 
BO  far  as  lawful,  the  checks  mentioned  in  a  subsequent  part 
of  this  communication.  They  could  next  authorize  very 
few  banks  hereafter,  except  those  of  mere  discount  and  do- 
posilc ;  and  where  the  power  of  making  paper  issues  to 
pass  as  money  is  added — a  power  so  sovereign  in  its  char- 
acter, and  so  indispensable  to  be  vigilantly  guarded,  could 
require  a  large  proportion  of  specie  to  the  circulation  arid 
-depositee  to  l>e  kept  on  hand,  and,  in  addition,  have  the 
faith  and  security  of  the  State  pledged  to  indemnify  the 
community,  as,  in  the  case  of  the  above-named  certi6catc8, 
would  be  pledged  those  of  the  (veneral  Government.  This 
would  grsatly  increase  the  caution  and  watchfulness  of  all 
concerned,  and  could  be  done  by  special  laws  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  by  allowing  no  new  banks  hereafter,  except  State 
banks  so  organized,  or  by  requiring  State  stocks  to  be 
owned  by  all  the  banks,  and  lodged  in  trust  to  the  extent 
necessary,  with  the  specie  on  hand,  to  secure  the  imme- 
diate rede.nplion  of  all  thu  bills  issued,  and  all  the  dopos- 
iles  payable  on  demand.  Another  kind  of  security  beyond 
what  now  generally  exists,  would  be,  never  to  permit  de- 
positcs  to  be  received,  payable  on  demand  in  specie^  (a 
practice  so  very  dangerous  to  the  bill -holders,)  except  in 
the  case  of  special  deposites  kept  for  a  tnoderale  compen- 
sation. The  only  other  description  of  security  which  is 
likely  to  prove  in  any  degree  efficient,  seems  fo  be  of  a 
penal  character,  either  by  extending  the  provisions  of  a 
bankrupt  law  to  all  bankit,  as  before  sugs^tfsted  in  respect* 
to  such  as  may  be  fiscal  agents,  or  by  allowing  all  deposit- 
ors, public  or  private,  and  all  bill- holders,  not  only  a  largo 
■  interest,  but  severe  prosecutions  against  the  directors  after 
any  deliberate  omisi:ion  by  banks  to  discharge  their  duties 
in  the  manner  provided  in  their  charters  and  contracts. 
The  paramount  object  in  all  such  provisions  should,  of 
course,  be  to  guard  agninst  abuses,  and  reform  existing 
evils,  though,  in  some  instances,  the  case  may  have  be- 
come so  desperate  as  to  require  even  amputation  to  save 
life.  Every  thing  el:fc  concerning  bank  paper  is  supposed 
to  belong  to  tho  wldJom  and  sound  discretion  of  the  sev- 
eral Slates,  a"?  they  may  prefer,  from  time  to  time,  to  create 
and  empioY  it.      Within  the  constitutional  limitations,  and 


as  soon  as  deemed  expedient  by  any  of  them,  spedeabiK, 
or  paper,  or  a  mixed  medium  of  both,  as  considered  prdei- 
able  by  eaeh  for  its  own  ptirposes,  can  be,  if  it  be  not  now, 
established.  At  the  aame  time,  it  is  hoped  and  bdinfj 
tliat  no  wish  exists  in  any  quarter  to  prevent,  but  rather  t 
deep  and  general  anxiety,  like  that  evinced  by  Congm, 
the  Executive,  and  this  Department,  for  somd  yean  pad, 
to  encourage  the  same  sound  currency  for  the  dim  of  (be 
people  and  the  States,  as  for  the  fiscal  operations  of  tbe 
General  Government. 

VUI.  Some  eKKSBAL  gausm  mo  msXEoixs  or  Tsiris- 

EHT  fcXBARKASSMiaTS. 

'  In  conclusion,  it  is  tho  intention  of  ihe  undernsned  not 
to  advert  to  the  chief  causes  of  the  recent  dilanritiei,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  they  are  connected  with  our  finandal  coa- 
dition,  and  as  appears  necessary  to  indicate  briefly  a  few 
remedies  by  means  of  general  legialation. 

Without  doubt  one  of  these  causes  was  the  ovtr-firodiK- 
tlon  of  cotton,  coupled  with  the  large  and  sudden  deprna- 
tion  of  its  price. 

'  The  whole  product,  though"  before  so  great,  bad,  wihb 
three  years,  been  increased  probably  more  than  one  boa- 
dred  millioris  of  pounds,  so  as  to  exceed  in  a  single  yeic 
the  enormous  quantity  oJT  five  hundred  and  forty  milliMi 
of  pounds.  The  fall  of  price  waa  such  as,  on  that  qoanli- 
ty,  would  make  a  difference  in  its  value  of  near  forty  ml- 
lions  of  dollars.  The  occurrence 'of  this  fall,  however,  wn 
at  such  a  period* of  the  year  as  not  much  to  afiect  owbdt 
the  last  crop ;  but  the  violence  Of  the  shock,  though  dw 
lessened,  still  occasioned  a  losa  to  an  appalling  amoaaL; 
The  fall  was  cbieffy  coiiscqocni  from  the  over-prodadifll) 
the  abrupt  wlthdrawjil  of  foreign  credit,  combined  wil^ 
some  other  circumstances  which  need  not  now  be  pailK^ 
larized.  The  over-  prodtiction  originated  partly,  like  jam 
other  excesses  hero,  from  an  extraordinary  exteniioo  % 
oredits  and  bank  issues,  and  partly  from  keeping  open  i^ 
sales  of  public  lands  to  all  persons,  and  at  the^  former  lei 
prices,  after  other  articles,  including  cotton  and  landiM 
suddenly  risen  much  in  their  nominal  value.  Under  t!^ 
tempting  state  of  things  those  sales  were  exorbitantly^ 
larged,  till  they  amounted  to  over  twenty  millions  of  Ml 
iii  a  year,  when  not  more  than  three  or  four  millions  w«jj 
probably  necessary ;  and  not  so  much  had  before  '  ^ 
quisitd,  annually,  to  meet  the  natural  denaands 
public  lands  for  raising  cotton,  and  for  all  other 
agricultural  employment.  But  this  excess  in  sales,  so^ 
expected  and  ruinous,  can,  it  is  believed,  be  averted  he 
after,  whenever  they  are  likely  to  ^o  beyond  a  detir 
amount,  by  passing  laws  which  shall  confine  tbemto 
al  settlers,  or  increase  the  price  to  others.  The  same  nie^ 
urcs,  with  other  remedies  hereafter  suggested  for  someoAj 
existing  evils,  will  help  to  correct  future  excesses  in  thepiij 
ductioii  of  the  great  domestic  staple  of  the  Union.         j 

Another  of  the  causes  of  tbe  present  emberrassniettti  *■ 
the  unprecedented  quantity  of  foreign  goods  imported.  ^ 
stimulants  to  overtrading,  sucfi  as  very  extended  andoftj 
renewed  credits  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home,  so  trcachert^ 
in  appearances  of  prosperity,  those  importations  were  «j 
gerously  swollen  to  the  amount  of  almost  two  hundred  oi 
lions  of  dollars  a  year,  and  thus  constituted  an  excess  o«l| 
our  exports  of  about  sixty  millions,  and  involved  theco^ 
try  in  a  foreign  debt,  merely  commercial,  whose  halsw 
against  us,  after  all  proper  deductions  for  freight*,  prowjj 
and  similar  considerations,  probably  exceeded  tbeaggregi'^ 
of  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  ■ 

That  excess,  so  little  anticipated  and  eo  iodiscrrdi  nj 
system  of  credit  formerly  in  uw,  and  .  l»etter  rega's^^ 
would  have  seasonably  preventetl,  by  requiring  sn  t*»i 
adjustment  of  balances,  and,  thus  turning  the  laffign  el; 
changes  against  us,  would  haye  stopped  many  extravsgs* 
ces  both  in  trade  and  bank  issues. 
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Bui,  ilimaliuJ  iiu]  unretlrMmd,  at  beSon  dttcnhei,  it 
iticraueil  ibc  ilnliM  •anw  mllliona  bejonit  nhil  ■  prudent 
tbiHi|ii  pro«peraw  itil*  at  trtde  w»  likely  to  produce,  and, 
nmbinnl  with  tome  olhpr  uunb,  hu  DTenrhtlmeid  the 
Mreindla  iiil«r«t  with  many  of  Iboap  dLwMcra  under 
wbicti  I'l  hu  laStred  so  uvcrely  iha  past  •mnin.  Fiooi 
nioj  of  thne,  aa  jual  legUlatiun  cui  noir  afford  math  rti- 
M  Nor  coutil  any  tegtdation  bsrelarora  htn  preTsnleil 
■tm  laTnlsoni  from  thu  aource,  eicepl  by  impoaing 
iIhcIu  bo  monlinale  credit  and  bankinfr,  aa  well  aa  on  lud- 
dn,  and  large  aipsniiana  aod  coiilraeliona  in  bank  uauca, 
ud  b;  tlui  fanbn  reduction  of  ibe  Urilf  wbjcb  tiM  been 
M  •UtniiuUfty  urged  Uir  two  yean  paat  to  be  adopted, 
Rbintier  our  fitcal  condition  evinced  ibat  the  whole  of  the 
Kcrnng  duliea  weie  not  needxl  for  public  purpoiei.  Be- 
ftim  Ike  gieii  surplus,  forcsd  into  the  'J'reaaury  by  tbe 
ttEtaM  in  the  ailfi  sf  land,  and  in  dulira  oo  import*,  not 
Wo!  Muonablj  withdravtn,  eitber  liy  e^uirilent  appropti- 
■ibioi  or  Fdnher  redncliOD*  in  tbe  cairent  recaipta  through 
KW  liin  ar  liy  InTeatnienla,  baa  undnubtedty  cunlributed, 
Ibmgli  die  loan  of  it  while  in  depoaila,  to  aiulain  in  aooie 
J^M,  irnot  produce,  the  ipirit  of  overt  Fading.  TLat  lur- 
flai  eu  ohen  deprecated  ;  and  tbe  only  aounJ  legal  pre- 
mliiti  Kill  appear  to  Ihia  Uepartment  to  be  tba  ineaaurei 
Mn  caamtrpled  Tor  preventing  ila  accumulation.  And 
itnillnd  nndeaigncilly  happraed,  the  wiaest  diapotaJ  of 
' »"  auppoied  to  be,  to  expand  it,  ai  faM  aa  uaoful,  on 
poptrotijeclaflf  a  public  cbaracterj  and,  in  the  tnean  limp, 
tfttaJeareiiin  the  Jepaclta  Iianka,  buttu  invest  it  ii|  Slate 
fMkiiia  a  provident  fund,  lo  remain  both  aalel;  and.  prof- - 
Mj  till  wanted  to  aid  in  meeting  current  aipendiluret  or 
HnonJjaary  contingenciiia. 

,ne  Dndcnigned  rogrela  that  be  wu*  not  ao  fortunale  ia 
■tlaiDing  hia  opiniana  concerning  tba  trantienl  and  fluelu- 
m  ctirar-ler  of  the  ejceaaea  in  out  revenue,  aa  to  have 
piinl  (be  concorreiice  of  CongnM  in  relation  to  (liciae 
■tiwary  profiaiooa  formerty  recummended  by  him  for 
jWing  the  reTulaiona,  daficienciea,  and  conliaganciea, 
pcb  he  auppoaed  inciiJent  to  them,  u  writ  aa  lo  our 
paual  ayMem  grQerally.  He  i>,  at  Ibe  aane  iiaie,  aware 
Pthedtposile  act,  ao  far  sail  pUced  a  pail  of  the  public 
P*J  "iib  Ifae  Stalea  for  aafe  keeping,  and  the  Trfaaury 
nlv  iaaued  by  the  direction  of  the  Eieculive,  aa  to  the 
■d  of  money  receivable  f»r  pul>lic  lands,  were  iiitendeil, 
Mg  other  tliinga,  lo  obviate  a  portion  of  the  evila  con- 
pBl  with  llioae  eiceaaes.  Nor  doea  he  entertain  kbj 
Jibtlkal  they  both  conlfibuteJ,  at  Grat,  to  awaken  cau- 
M  imoag  tbe  more  conaiderale,  aod  to  eicilc  atrong  aua- 
K"*!  tf  not  jMnvictiona,  in  prudent:  mindi,  as  to  tba 
™  rilravagaijccs  of  Credit  into  which  the  cammunily 
pitihly  plungad.  But  after  thoaa  meaHUres  had  accom- 
pbJthesaanJ  tioiilarbeneGta  with  a  portion  of  the  com- 
KitT,  though  others  siill  lelt  juaiiBsd  in  anticipating  ■ 
Jlinuanec  of  aurpluses  and  distribuiiona,  the  subsequent 
fBDMe  of  either  the  act  or  tbe  circular,  in  checking  lbs 
piencJ  miachiefa,  is  believed,,  in  most  caaea,  to  have 
^ovetiMed.  The  oporationa  of  the  depoaile  act,  in  sup: 
pg  deficiencies  of  lecenus,  by  a  recall  from  the  States, 
Win  well  iaienJeil,  will  probably  prota  very  deficient. 
^"m  other  reapcctx  they  have,  by  firat  requiring  to  be 
Mli'y  coUectSil  and  aubJivided  among  more  numeioua 
Iki  OiiiD  lea  Id  fifteen  milliona  of  dollar*^  and  than  com' 
■«&  within  the  abort  period  of  nine  monlba  from  the  lit 
nnuiry  laat,  another  collection  and  tianafer  of  rtearly 
b  milUona  more,  and  much  of  it  from  the  matchanta, 
I  lo  place*  not  siluatsJ  in  the  usual  channel*  of  trade  or 
f'f  fiscal  opentiona,  unqueationahly  aggravated  many 
■e  dialrraroa  which  had  their  principal  origin  in  other 
■M-  Tbo9  olMTatioaB  necesssrity  aided  to  produce 
liaringeDient  th>t  occurred  in  the  domestic  exchanges, 
1  impnisd  a  task  Upon  the  banka  unprecedented  lot  its 
■tut  aoJ  Jiilicull;.     By  converting  auddeolj  into  ds' 


manda  for  specie  very  large  auma,  moat  of  which  were  be- 
ts, ibey  also  baslened,  if  not  increased,  the 
loas  of  confidence  iu  bankj^  that  ha*  tinea  ao  widely  lia< 
red  their  character  and  uaefulnesa. 
.notber,  and  Ibe  liatganettl  cause  of  the  present  embar- 
ments  vihicb  will  be  noticed  at  having  much  connei- 
in  with  OUT  financial  affairs,  bos  been  an  unneceaaaiy  and 
judicious  increase  of  bank  capilal,  discounts,  and  issues. 
.  timilar  incresse,  however  tbia  may  have  bean  iuQueneed 
by  the  large  temporary  depositea  of  public  money  made 
wllh  banka  and  Sutea,  and  by  the  caused  before  aHuded  lo, 
ha*  happened  in  some  foreign  counlrie*,  a*  well  at  here, 
during  tbe  tame  period,  from  other  grett  cammerdal  and 
monetary  impulses,  that  are  permanently  connected  with 
all  paper  systems  not  founded  entirety  on  specie.  These 
impntta*  hare  operated  in  some  measure  independently  of 
teveral  Irantienl  and  local  ctuaes,.  whose  effects  have  by 
many  been  much  eiag^raled.  It  is  probable  that  Ibey  nmei 
can  be  properly  controlled  under  such  aayalom  of  eipanaive 
credit,  while  the  individual  directors  of  much  of  that  credil 
hsvs  so  little  se|«tate  legislative  restrain  placed  over  thMr 
conduct,  and  have  private  interest*  at  *tske,  which,  in  psr- 
suit  of  immedista  and  large  proSts,  must  ususlty  poesna  a 
strength  ao  superior  lo  that  of  any  sense  of  general  duly  U 
consult  tbe  public  tecurity.  l 

Theamount  of  circulation  which  aiisted  in  ths  early  part  ! 

of  lbs  last  year,  bad  incrtued  thirty  millions  or  fiirty  mil- 
lions of  dollsrs  in  only  three  yesi*.      It  continued  to  ex- 
pand fur  aome  mon ths af^r wards.  Hid  in  the  last  annual  ra-  I 
port  waa  canaidered  likely  lo   prove  minous   lo   steady 
prices ;  to  surround   with  danger  evflj  aperies  of  toutid 
trade ;  and  not  to  be  susceptible  of  that  Taduclion  lo  proper 
dimeniione  which  waa    neeaassry,  and   toon  inaviiable, 
without  probably  producing  aome  of  tbe  widsapread  auf-  I 
fertnga  which   have  aince   happened.      The  contlilutlonal 
power  of  the  Qeneral  OoTemment  (o  check  auch  evils,  ex-             I 
capt  aa  belbre  iodlEated,  and  incidentally,  through  Ibe  kind 
of  money  it  can  and  aliould  penolt  to  be  employed  in  ita 
revenues  snd  axpeudilnie^  is  spprehendcd  lo  be  limited. 
'I'brougb  the  Istler,  it  may  ns«fu|iy  discourags,  as  of  late  j 
years  bss  been  attempted  by  Congresa  as  well  aa  the  Exec- 
utive, Ibe  dangerous  issue*  of  imsU  bills,  and,  indeed,  pa-  l 
per  emiskiuni  uf  any  kind,  which  are  not  '■  paid  ondimand 
in  gold  or  silver  coin  at  the  place  where  isauad,  and  diall 
not  be  equivalent  lo  specie  at  tbe   place  whet*  offered,  and 
convertible  into  gcdd  ot  silver  apon  tbe  spot,  al  the  will  of 
the  bolder,  and  without  delay  o~r  loaa  to  him."     For  tba  I 
like  purpose,  it  may  likewise  continuo  inflexibly  to  couiw 
tsnance  for  smaller  paymenla,  and  in  tbe  biHiaees  of  soci- 
ety not  psrtlcularly  commercial,  n  oielsllic  currency ;  which 
is  not  liable,   like  bank  pap^r,  id  sudden  tluctvationa  and 
great  loase*.      A  further  wiie  step  would  doublleaa  be,  to 
refrain,  to  make,  by  ita  own  acta,  any  addition  lo  tbe  Unonbt 
of  bank  capital,  .a Iraa^T  toe  greav;  and  to  rely  on  bank  pa~ 
psi  as  little  as  practicable,  whan  aulhariied  in  the  improT* 
idem  manner  which  baa  often  prevailed,  and  eihibiled  so 
much   feebleness  and   insecurity,    as  well  as  prodaced  to  | 
many  inconienieiicee  and  lasses. 

It  appears  to  the  undersigned  that  all  beyond  Ihi*  which 
can  be  beneficially  acoouiplished,  in  connexion  with  the  { 

last  cause  of  the  present  embarraasment*,  and  wiihaut  sn 
altorstion  in  the  cooitilutioD  conferring  on  the  Soneral 
GoTemmant  direct  authority  over  ever;  kind  of  benUng, 
mutt  be  B&cted  through  the  Slate  Legislatures,  and  the  j 

commercial  habit*  of  the  community.     Much  ImprovenMnt  , 

csn,  doultlesa,  be  inftoduced,  if  the  Legislatures  will  im-  J 

pose  ikote  additioDsl  regulations,  restrainla,  and  aeeurilie% 
which  have  been  before  enumerated.  Much  mare  will  also 
fi>llow,  and  Bubttanliil  relief  be  afforded  to  the  people  at 
large,  if,  in  addition  to  the  other  measures  recommended, 
individual*  will  exercise  (be  wiadom  to  place  a  gicatei 
leliance  oo  real  capital,   active  industry,   fragaliiy,   and 
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w»ll* grounded  credit,  tbftn  on  thtt  inflfttH  ■yiiiin  which 
of  lite  hfts  eontemponineoutly  preTiilrd  to  toeh  ruinous 
extent,  both  in  this  end  some  other  countriet— a  eystem 
which  has  been  encouraged  by  some  personii,  nnder  the  de- 
lusire  idea  that  there  was  no  overtrading  of  any  kind,  till 
A  reTuIsion  has  occurred  almost,  without  a  parallel,  and  bat 
giren  to  commerce  and  credit  a  blow  whoae  destrttctiTe 
efiects  it  may  require  years  fully  to  repair. 
All  which  is  riMpectfully  submitted. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Seereiary  of  the  Treai%try, 
Hon.  Jaxxs  K.  Polk,  ^  ' 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reprttemteitite$, 

IM  ofdoeuments  armeaced  Utihe  report  of  ike  Seeniary 

of  the  Treamry. 

A.  Letter  to  the  collector  at  New  Torfc,  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury,  concerning  the  postponement  of  bonds 
for  duties. 

B.  Tnstnietione  from  the  BoUdtm-  of  the  TrBastrry,  on  (he 

same  subject. 

O.  Memorial  from  merchants  of  New  Torfc  to  the  Presi- 
dent. 

D'  Memorial  from  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Boston  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

B.  Memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
Orleans. 

F.  1.  Heply  f\rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Boston. 

F.  2.  Letter  to  collector  of  New  York  as  to  receipt  of 
bank*  notes. 

F.  -  3.  Letter  from  oommiitee  of  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
New  York,  requesting  extension  of  a  year  on  pay- 
ments of  duties. 

6.  Letter  to  the  Executives  of  the  States,  with  the  post- 
script al  to  the  return  of  the  transfers  in  case  of 
non-payment  by  the  bonks. 

H.  1.  Circular  letter  from  the  Treasury  Department  as  to 
the  receipt  and  transmission,  by  mail,  of  bank 
notes  in  1789. 

H.  2.  Extract  from  report  of  AfMril  33,  1790,  upon  col- 
lection law. 

I«  First  circular  to  the  deposite  bank's,  discontinuing  those 
which  had  ceased  to  pay  specie  for  their  notes. 

K.  List  of  those  thus  discontinued. 

L.  Lift  of  present  deposite  benks  under  the  deposite  act. 

M%  1.  First  circular  to  collectors,  directing  them  not  to 
•  plaee  money  in  general  depoeile  in  banks  which 
have  stopp^ispecie  payments. 

M.  S.  Circular  to  receivers  of  public  money  on  the  same 
sabject. 

N.  Second  circular  to  them  to  deposits  specially  when 
they  have  on  hand  over  a  certain  amount: 

O.  Extract  from  Treasury  report  in  1790,  as  to  a  new 
class  of  oflioeie  to  keep  and  transfer  the -public 
money. 

P.  Table  of  Treasury  warrants  payable  in  each  State 
hi  1834. 

Q.  Comparative  condition  of  deposite  banks  in  certain  paf- 
ticulare  in  November,  1830,  and^  in  March,  May, 
July,  and  August,  1637. 

R.  State  of  the  accoonts  of  the  former  and  present  deposite 
hanks  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uniteil  States. 

S.  Circular  w  to  depositee  by  disbursing  eflScers^.  by  order 
of  the  President. 

T.  Circular  instructions  to  collectors  and  receivers,  to  ac- 
cept Treasury  drafts  in  certain  cases. 

U.  Condition  of  each  of  the  former  deposite  banks  at  the 
last  returns. 

y.  Last  circular  to  banks,  on  the  anbject  of  resuming 
specie  payoente. 


A. 
TaxASUBT  Dar4.BT]a«T,  Ifey  8, 18S7. 

Sib  !  I  have  been  directed  by  the  President  of  tbc  Uni- 
ted States  lo  communicate  to  you  the  views  of  thifDeput- 
roent  in  relation  to  the  request  recently  msde  to  him  hf  i 
committee  appointed  at  a  respectable  meeting  held  id  lb 
city  of  New  York.  The  request  was,  '*  that  inKtractiou 
mey  be  given  to  prevent  the  commencing  of  lutti  Id  iny 
of  tfie  collection  districts  upon  unpaid  boodi^  until  ifttr 
the  first  day  of  January  nert." 

With  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  President  nd 
this  Department  to  gratify  any  wishes  of  the  fDemntili 
portion  of  the  eommtHiity,  and  with  a  deep  leRcimdett 
alleviste,  as  far  as  poesible,  the  pressure  whieb  eiittiio 
their  pecuniary  sfbirs,  it  is  to  t>e  regretted  that  iiKtraction 
cannot  he  given  fof  t>o  protracted  a  delay,  and  in  n  genmt 
a  manner,  without  a  departure  from  long-esttbfisited 
usage,  and  great  inconvenience  to  both  the  mereksoii  lad 
the  Treasury.  ' 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  td  March,  1799,  it  i» pro- 
vided that  **  where  any  bond  for  the  payment  of  dotici 
shall  not  be  satisfied  on  the  day  it  may  become  dm,  tbt 
collector  shsll,  forthwith  and  without  delay,  cton  i  pro* 
secutiun  to  be  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  the  mooej 
thereon,  by  action  or  suit  at  law." 

No  authoatyor  diwretionary  power  isiDtmstedexprw* 
ly  to  the  President  or  this  Department  to  ditpeme  vilh 
this  imperative  direction,  given  by  Congress  to  the  oolkd- 
ors  of  the  customs.  The  general  practice  hu  been  o^ 
posed  to  the  existence  or  exercise  of  any  legsl  autboritj, 
except  in  Congress,  to  grant  delay  in  the  psyment  of  sock 
bends,  until  after  an  action  is  instituted  or  jodgneot  ii 
confeseed.  AfWr  a  suit  has  been  brought,  the  coHectoi'i 
duty  has  been  considered  as  fulfilled,  and  ihis  Depanmei^ 
Jthrough  lis  proper  agents,  has  in  such  cases,  and  in  thil 
stage  of  the  proceedings,  deemed  it  lawful  to  direct  not 
delay  to  be  granted  by  the  district  aUomey  on  nftth 
terms. 

No  statute  forhida  such  a  course,  and  if  a  payment  ii 
part  is  then  made,  or  additional  security  fomisbed  in  cm 
where  great  hardship,  embarrssament,  or  insohencj  '^ 
shown  to  eiist,  and  the  application  is  madein  contrqwMt 
of.  some  of  thotoe  circumstanees,  indulgence  hu  frrqocoDj 
been  given. 

•But  the  power  of  permitting  some  indulgence  befine  d 
action  is  eommenoed  is  supposed  by  the  Attorney  Geocrt 
and  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  belong  to  the  bM 
oflieer,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  29th  May,  1830;  at 
in  times  and  ease*  like  the  present,  when  the  most  hw 
able  construction  which  is  legal  ahonld  be  followed;  ttt 
Department  is  disposed,  in  conformity  with  the  advice  if 
opinion  of  these  law  officers,  to  sanction  a  delay  br  bio 
under -like  circumstances,  and  to  a  Kkv  extent,  before  ni 
as  afterwards.  Upon  the  occurrence,  therefore,  of  ciM  < 
the  character  previously  described,  whether  before  idt  Q 
after,  and  whelber  at  yoUr  port  or  elsewhere^  timiltr  ia 
dulgences  on  similar  terms  could,  and  undoubtedly  weoU 
be  aHowed  with  pleasure,  on  seasonable  appPication  is  nd 
case,  and  the  extent  of  the  delay  being  regulated  bj  A 
facts  of  each  case,  and  the  existing  and  probable  wasti  t 
the  Treasury  at  the  time  it  shall  be  presented.* 

But  should  applicaiione  of  this  kind  become  nomeRMi 
and  extend  to  several  bonds  very  lerge  in  amoonl,  iliM 
ties,  unfortunately,  would  vi«e,  under  the  existing  M 
and  present  state  of  the  Treasury,  not  only  to  the  ptui^ 
but  to  the  public^  in  postponing  p^ment  for  any  cosdi 
arable  period.  In  the  first  plaee,  all  perties  tnd  soieM 
upon  bonds  unpaid  after  due  are  expressly  disabled  by  V 
62d  section  of  the  act  before  referred  to  from  having  rrel 
upon  any  other  duty  bonds.  The  language  is,  **No  pe 
son  whMe  bond  iksie  been  received,  either  as  priilcipfl  < 
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nnty,  for  die  ptyment  of  dntiec,  or  for  whom  any  bond 
Im  bten  fiven  l^  an  agent,  factor,  or  other  penon,  in 
panunee  of  the  proTinons  herein  contained,  and  which 
hood  my  be  dae  and  nniatiafied,  shall  be  allowed  a  future 
cndit  for  datias  until  such  bond  be  folly  paid  or  discharg- 
id."  In  the  next  place,  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  during 
the  rantinder  cf  the  year  will  probably  be  such,  whetlier 
looking  to  the  estimates  submitted^ by  ^is  Department  to 
OsngreM  st  the  commencement  of  Its  session  in  December 
tut,  or  to  the  actual  state  of  things  at  this  time,  as  to  ere- 
Its  lerioas  inoonTenience  and  embarrassment  to  the  public 
interests  in  meeting  the  public  engagements,  should  the 
psymeot  of  all  the  duty  bonds  outstanding  in  the  United 
StMC^  and  amounting  to  several  millions  of  dollars,  be 
poelpOQfd  in  their  collection,  either  before  or  after  suit, 
aoty  the  time  reqoerted  by  the  committee. 

Thii  will  be  very  manifest  from  the  following  data : 
Fhe  sggregale  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year 
1187  having  been  estimated  in  the  last  annual  report  at 
IM,  000, 000,  and  the  apptopriations  asked  for  by  the  re- 
ipeetive  Departments,  with  the  usual  anticipated  cootin- 
pnl^  having  amounted  to  about  $27,000,000,  it  was  then 
ngueited  that  this  would  require  the  expenditure  not  only 
if  til  the  estimated  accruing  receipts,  but  near  three  millions 
if  the  five  reserved  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1837,  for  dis- 
ribntion  among  the  States.  Congress,  however,  in  the 
WITM  of  the  session,  appropriated  not  only  those  three 
lulfione  of  excess^  but  over  five  millions  in  addition ;  ma- 
(h)f  an  aggregate  of  more  than  thirty -two  millions:  and 
7  this  means  a  charge  was  imposed  on  the  Treasury  to 
be  extent  of  eight  or  nine  millions  beyond  the  estimated 
'•ceipte  doring  the  year. 

The  expectation  of  a  recurrence  of  an  extraordinary  ex- 
«ii  of  revenue  during  the  present  year,  which  may  have 
ieen  contemplated  by  some,  and  have  formed  the  ground 
in  which  so  large  appropriations  were  made,  was  never 
Blertained  by  this  Department ;  nor  does  any  such  ex- 
■^ctation,  judging  from  the  receipts  of  the  first  quarter 
od  the  first  month  of  the  second  quarter  of  the  present 
"^t  seem  likely  to  be  verified.  On  the  contrary,  as- 
tuning  the  hypothesis  that  a  similar  amount  of  onexpend- 
d  tppropriatione  will  remain  at  the  close  of  the  present 
[Mr  as  did  at  the  close  ot  the  last,  (though  in  ordinary 
■OMe  they  are  generally  reduced  eight  millions  lower,  and, 
kouU  they  become  so^  would  increase  the  deficiency  to 
kat  extent,)  the  postponement  of  the  payment  of  any  con- 
idefable  amount  of  bonds  to  the  1st  of  January  next  would 
Bske  a  deficiency  in  the  means  of  the  Treasury  highly 
nbable.  To  postpone  the  payment  of  the  many  millions 
tlKng  due  at  ell  the  ports  in  the  Unit^  States,  would 
nder  this  deficiency  inevitable. 

Comparing  the  present  condition  of  the  country  with  a 
inner  period  of  similar  revulsion  in  trade,  when,  in  1819, 
tm  causes  somewhat  analogous,  the  mercantile  interests 
|ere  exposed  to  a  pressure  so  very  general  and  severe,  the 
xeKhood  seems  equally  strong  in  favor  of  a  rapid  reduc- 
on  in  the  revenue. 

^Hm  foregoing  remarks  will  explain  some  of  the  practical 
ifficufties  to  be  encountered  in  meeting  the  wbhes  ex- 
'^osd  by  the  committee  for  the  long  postponement  of  the 
^ment  of  duty  bonds,  whether  granted  before  or  after 
lit,  and  whether  in  view  of  the  consequences  to  the  mer- 
lants  or  to  the  Treasury  and  the  public.  But  indulgence 
f  thirty,  sixty,  and  ninety  days,  not  extending  beyond 
K  let  of  September,  or  about  the  time  for  arranging 
«  payment  of  the  bst  insUlment  of  deposite  with  the 
tites,  could  doubtless  be  granted  in  special  cases,  un- 
V  the  customary  terms  and  circumstances  as  before  ex- 
iained,  should  any  parties  desire  it.  But  what  forbear- 
Me  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  may  justify  in  this  re- 
^vct,  at  any  future  day,  cannot  now  be  foreseen  with 
tQch  accuracy.    The  payment,  within  so  short  a  period 
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as  nine  months,  of  such  a  vast  amount  to  the  States  as 
near  thirty-eight  millions,  and  which  is  mostly  to  be  col- 
lected through  the  deposite  banks  from  the  mercantile  por- 
tion of  the  country,  increases  the  pressure  from  other  causes 
on  both  the  banks  aUd  the  community,  and  creates  a  pros- 
pect that  the  revenue  accruing  for  the  rest  of  the  year  will 
much  decline,  and  will  generally  be,  as  has  been  the  case 
in  April,  less  than  the  current  expenditures. 

Hence  the  amount  in  the  Treasury  at  this  time  being 
only  about  six  millions  more  than  is  required  to  be  paid  to 
the  States,  the  progress  of  events  may  compel  a  recourse 
to  such  other  measures  as  the  existing  laws  authorise  for 
meeting  one  of  those  great  crises  or  fluctuations  in  trade, 
by  which,  as  well  as  by  other  contingencies,  our  present 
sources  of  revenue,  from  their  intimate  dependence  upon 
them,  are  so  sudden^  and  so  largely  influenced,  and  ibr 
which  it  has  been  the  anxious  wish  of  this  Department  for 
two  years  past  that  Congress  would  effectually  provide. 

How  far  the  powen  of  the  Department,  under  the  de- 
posite and  other  acts,  are  now  adequate  to  this  end,  need 
not  be  considered  until  a  necessity  to  resort  to  them  shall 
become  imperative.  But,  at  all  events,  it  is  manifest  that 
the  present,  as  well  as  probably  the  future  condition  of  tha 
Treasury  must  be  so  doubtful,  if  not  stnitened,  as  to  pre- 
vent it  from  affording  so  much  incidental  or  direct  aid  to 
the  mercantile  interest,  either  individually  or  through  the 
deposite  banks,  as  it  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  this 
Department  to  be  able  to  extend.  More  especially  would  it 
be  gratified  to  do  this,  while  their  interests  are  sufiTeriog  un« 
der  the  present  severe  pressure — a  pressure  regretted  by 
me  as  deeply  as  by  any  one,  and  the  near  and  probabla 
approach,  as  well  as  principal  causes  of  which,  according 
to  my  views  of  the  subject,  I  felt  compelled*  from  a  sense 
of  public  duty,  however  disagreeable  the  task,  to  point  out 
in  deuil  in  the  last  annual  report,  so  fully  as  to  render  » 
repetition  of  them  on  this  occasion  unnecessary  aa  well  as 
painful. 

This  Department  cannot  close  the  present  communica^ 
tion  without  requesting  you  to  assure  the  individuals  con- 
nected with  the  great  commerce  of  your  port  of  the  deep 
sympathy  felt  here  on  account  of  its  embarrassments ;  ojf 
the  willingness  cherished  at  this  time,  as  on  former  occa- 
sions, to  extend  to  it  every  species  of  relief  and  indulgence 
in  the  power  oT  the  Treasury,  consistent  with  the  laws  and 
the  public  duties  intrusted  to  its  charge ;  and  of  the  en- 
tire conviction  entertained,  that  the  high  moral  character 
and  honorable  feelings  of  the  merchants  will  not  only  carry 
them  through  the  trials  of  adverse  fortune  with  their  usual 
scrupulous  respect  for  the  laws  and  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  their  country,  but,  by  the  aid  of  their  accustomed 
energy,  enterprise,  and  indeftitigable  industry,  will  ere  long 
relieve  them  from  most  of  the  sufferings  occasioned  by 
those  disastera  which  have  occurred  so  unexpectedly  to 
some  and  so  injuriously  to  many. 

Respectfully,  yours,  iu, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
SamuxI  Swabtwout,  Esq. 

Collector  at  New  York. 
P.  8.     You  are  requested  to  give  immediate  publicity 
to  the  above  communication. 

B. 

[CIBCUJLAB.] 

From  the  SoUeUor  of  the  Treatwry  to  the  U.  3.  attmuffM, 

Otficx  of  Solicitob  of  TBI  Tbxasvbt, 

May  15,  1837. 
Stb  :  You  will  perceive  by  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  un- 
der date  of  the  8th  instant,  that  the  Treasury  Department, 
drsiring,  ui  concurrence  with  the  views  of  the  Preriden^ 
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to  give  all  the  relief  to  the  mercantile  coaamunity,  under 
its  prpsent  state  of  general  embarraasment,  which  ia  author- 
ized by  law,  aiid  permitted  by  official  obligation,  has  de« 
terroined,  in  certain  eases,  to  suspend  for  a  short  time  the 
collection  of  duty  bonds. 

The  5th  section  of  the  act  of  May  29,  1830,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury,"  gives  power  to  that  officer  '*io  instruct 
district  attorneys  in  all  matters  and  proceedings  appertain- 
ing to  suits  in  which  the  United  States  is  a  party  or  inter- 
ested." This  power  has  often,  on  application  to  this  of- 
fice, in  cases  of  great  hardship,  embarrassment,  or  insol- 
vency, been  exercised,  to  give  time  for  payment,  after  the 
iiiatitution  of  suitf  on  condition  of  further  security  being 
furnished  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  district  attorney.  A 
temporary  indulgence  on  this,  or  other  conditions,  has  fre- 
quently made  ultimate  payment  secure,  when  a  rigorous 
enforcement  of  the  law  would  have  resulted  in  the  ruin  of 
the  debtor  and  loss  of  the  debt.  But  indulgence  has  nerer 
heretofore  (except  on  occasion  of  the  great  fire  in  New 
York,  when  Congress  was  in  session,  and  had  the  subject 
of  relief  under  consideration)  been  extended  before  suit 
commeneed;  but,  under  the  opinion  of  this  office,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  collector  of  New 
York  has  been  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
that  the  power  exists  to  grant  delay  before  suit,  and  will 
now  be  extended  in  appropriate  cases. 

The-  present  general  embarrassment  of  the  money  con- 
cerns of  the  commercial  cities  has  also  been  deemed  by  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  suitable  occa- 
sion for  an  extraordinary  exercise  of  the  power  of  instruc- 
tion to  district  attorneys,  vested  in  this  office  by  the  act  of 
Oongress  above  mentioned,  by  giving  it  beforehand,  and 
leaving  to  them  its  special  application  on  the  general  terms 
and  principles  laid  down  by  this  office.  I  have,  therefore, 
as  the  applications  for  relief  will  probably  be  numerous, 
thought  proper  to  point  out  for  your  government  the  terms 
and  conditions  on  vvhich,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  dis- 
cretion, after  obtaining  in  each  case  all  the  information  in 
your  power,  you  may  postpone  the  institution  of  suit. 

Ist.  You  will  require  that  the  assent  of  sureties,  in 
writing,  to  the  indulgence  desired,  be  filed  in  your  office. 

2dly.  The  65th  section  of  the  general  collection  law  of 
March  8,  1799,  entitled  «  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  provides  that  "en  all 
l>onds,  upon  which  suits  shall  be  commenced,  an  interest 
shall  be  allowed,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
from  the  time  when  «aid  bonds  become  due  until  the  pay- 
ment thereof."  You  will  require,  therefore,  the  agreement 
of  all  the  parties  to  bonds  on  which  suits  shall  be  postpo- 
ned, to  pay  the  same  interest  as  if  suit  were  instituted. 

3dly.  You  will  in  no  case,  without  further  orders,  grant 
a  suspension  of  suit  beyond  the  1st  day  of  October  next ; 
before  which  period.  Congress  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
making  such  provisions  as  they  may  think  proper. 

4thly.  You  will,  in  all  cases,  request  additional  security. 
If  this  cannot  be  given,  you  will  require  a  judgment  by 
confession,  as  a  condition  of  such  stay  of  execution  as  you 
may  deem  expedient  and  proper,  not  to  extend  beyond  the 
time  above  allowed  for  the  suspension  of  suit. 

5thly.  It  must  be  a  condition,  in  all  cases,  that  a  forfei- 
ture of  all  the  benefits  of  the  indulgence  granted  shall  be 
incurred,  whenever  any  one  of  the  terms  of  that  indulgence 
shall  not  have  been  complied  with. 

It  is  not  intended  by  the  third  regulation  that  the  post- 
ponement of  suit  should,  in  all  cases,  be  made  until  the  1st 
October  next.  On  the  contrary,  you  will  take  care  that, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  respecting  postponement  of 
payment  and  suit,  conferred  on  you  by  this  letter,  no  in- 
dulgence be  granted,  where  the  parties,  in  your  judgment, 
are  able  to  pay  without  serious  sacrifices.  It  is,  moreover, 
desirable,  where  the  parties  have  it  in  their  power  to  make 


it,  to  obtain  payment  in  part,  and  to  stipulate  for  tbe  na- 
due  in  instalments  of  thirty,  sixty,  or  ninety  dayi ;  or,  if 
no  part  can  be  obtained  in  cash,  then  the  whole  smooDt  to 
be  paid  in  instalments  of  thirty,  sixty,  and  ninetj  dayi. 
More  especially  should  this  be  required  where  noaddtUooil 
security  is  given. 

It  is  desirable,  for  the  convenience  of  parties  appljing 
for  indulgence,  that  they  should,  in  proper  casei,  obtain  it 
without  the  delay,  troub^e,  and  expense  of  applyiog  to  tbk 
office.  It  is,  moreover,  obvious  that  the  Solicitor  of  tito 
Treasury,  acting  through  the  district  attorneys  who  rende 
in  the  same  place  with  the  applicants,  and  have  a  penooil 
acquaintance  with  them,  and  a  knowledge  of  their  cbtrao- 
tcr  and  circumstances,  may  exercise  the  power  for  their  it- 
lief,  incident  to  his  office,  more  judiciously  than  in  peraoa 
at  Washington.  The  requisite  authority,  and  the  genenl 
regulations  for  its  exercise,  are,  therefore,  given  yoa  by 
this  letter  of  instructions.  But,  although  it  is  highly  dca- 
rable  and  expedient  that  cases  of  relief  should  be  acted  on 
snd  decided  at  once  in  the  places  where  they  originate^  ytt 
important  cases,  not  coming  within  those  regulatiooi,  or 
the  circumstances  of  which,  from  their  peculiarity,  ihill,< 
in  your  judgment,  require  it,  may  be  referred  to  this  offio, 
with  a  detailed  report  of  all  the  facts  and  information  ifbct* 
ing  them,  possessed  by  you,  or  which  you  can  collect. 

You  will,  as  heretofore,  make  your  regular  report  of  bond^ 
transmitted  to  you  by  the  collector  of  Uie  customs  for  soil, 
as  prescribed  in  the  first  regulation  for  the  otwervanceof  dii> 
trict  attorneys,  in  my  circular  of  the  27th  July,  185^0;  and 
under  the  head  of  **  remarks,"  if  a  suspension  of  soit  be 
granted,  you  will  state  the  circumstances  and  con<Utiooi 
of  the  suspension,  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  secu- 
rity given,  the  evidences  of  which  you  will  retain  in  year 
possession. 

In  case  of  applicatiun  for  indulgence  being  made  before  ihs 
bonds  become  due,  you  may  make  use  of  the  same  foron  of 
return  as  in  case  of  suit,  leaving  such  heads  blank  ai  m 
not  applicable,  and  making  the  report  immediately  aflct 
the  suspension  of  suit  is  granted.  Should  any  of  the  cofr- 
ditione  on  which  indulgence  has  been  granted  not  be  Ad- 
filled,  you  will  immediately,  without  further  instniciioB^ 
institute  such  legal  proceedings  as  the  cose  may  call  for, 
and  make  report  thereof  to  this  office. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

V.  MAXCy, 
Solicitor  oftJte  Tretuttry. 

To ,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Attorney  for  the  district  qf — 

C. 

To  Mabtin  Yah  Bvrek, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Sm ;  We  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  a  w9 
numerous  meeting  of  the  merchants  of  New  YoriL  w» 
held  on  the  25th  of  April,  for  the  purpose  of  cooiid^ 
ing  the  present  distressed  condition  of  the  city,  and  delib- 
erating upon  the  means  of  relief.  It  was  called  by  won 
than  three  hundred  firms,  and  was  attended  by  a  larp 
proportion  of  those  merchants  who  are  connected  with  w 
internal  trade  of  the  country,  and  who  have  an  especial  lO" 
direct  interest  in  the  state  of  domestic  exchanges. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  repair  to  Wsshingtei^ 
and  remonstrate  with  the  Executive  against  the  coDtioo- 
ance  of  the  specie  circular,  and  to  urge  its  immediate  to* 
peal ;  also,  to  ask  that  instructions  may  be  given  to  fKt 
vent  the  commencing  of  suit',  in  any  of  the  collection  dii- 
tricts,  upon  unpaid  bonds,  until  after  the  1st  day  of  J*°*^ 
ary  next,  and  to  urge  upon  ihe  Executive  the  proprielj 
of  calUng  an  extra  session  of  Congreas  at  as  early  a  day  M 
possible. 

In  obedience,  sir,  to  these  instructions,  we  present  om« 
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Bhra  before  yoa,  and  ask  your  deep  and  aolemn  attention 
D  the  unhappy  condition  of  that  dty  which  has  hitherto 
een  the  prumuter  and  the  index  of  our  national  prosperi* 
f,  and  whose  fall  will  include  the  ruin  of  thousands  in 
wy  region  of  our  territory.  We  do  not  tell  a  Bctitious 
lie  of  wo,  we  have  no  selfish  or  partisan  views  to  sustain, 
rhen  we  assure  you  that  the  noble  city  which  we  repre- 
BQt  lies  prostrate  in  despair,  its  credit  btig^hted,  its  indus- 
tj  paralyxed,  and  without  a  hope  beaming  through  the 
hrkneas  of  the  future,  unless  the  Government  of  our  coun- 
7  ean  be  induced  to  relinquish  the  measures  to  which  we 
ttribote  our  distress.  We  fully  appreciate  the  respect 
rhicfa  is  due  to  our  Chief  Magistrate,  and  disclaim  every 
Btention  inconsistent  with  that  feeling;  but  we  speak  in 
■Bhalf  of  a  community  which  trembles  upon  the  brink  of 
viD,  which  deems  itself  an  adequate  judge  of  all  questions 
OQnected  with  the  trade  and  currency  of  the  country,  and 
Kiievet  that  the  policy  adopted  by  the  recent  administrar 
loo,  aod  sustained  by  the  present,  is  founded  in  error, 
nd  threatens  the  destruction  of  every  department  of  in- 
iQitry. 

Our  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  mechanics,  have 
vpntedly  predicted  the  fatal  issue  of  that  policy.  «  What 
Ml  prophecy  has  now  beooma  history ;"  and  the  reality 
ir  exceeds  our  most  gloomy  anticipations.  Under  a  deep 
fflpression  of  the  propriety  of  confining  our  declarations 
Rthin  moderate  limits,  we  affirm  that  the  value  of  our  real 
M^ts  has,  within  the  last  six  months,  depreciated  more 
y  forty  millions ;  that,  within  the  last  two  months, 
wra  have  been  more  than  tjro  hundred  and  fifty  fJEuiures 
■  hooaes  engaged  in  extensive  business ;  that,  within  the 
■UM  pwiod,  a  decline  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars  has  oc- 
^'''Bd  in  our  local  stocks^  including  those  railroad  and 
Anal  incorporations  which,  though  chartered  in  other 
*»1»,  depend  upon  New  York  for  the  sale ;  that  the  im- 
iMie  amount  of  merchandise  in  our  warehouses  has,  with- 
ttlbe  ttms  period,  fallen  in  value  at  least  thirty  per  cent. ; 
Hujt,  within  a  few  weeks,  not  less  than  twenty  thousand 
jMiTidoiile,  depending  upon  their  daily  labor  for  their  daily 
^H^t  have  been  discharged  by  their  employers,  because 
m  means  of  retaining  them  were  exhausted  ;  and  that  a 
BNopieie  blight  has  fiiUen  upon  a  community  heretofore  so 
Ktife,  enterprising,  and  prosperous.  The  error  of  our 
nuere  has  produced  a  wider  desolation  than  the  pestilence 
*hich  depopulated  our  streets,  or  the  conflagration  which 
■d  them  in  ashes. 

^e  believe  that  it  is  unjust  to  attribute  these  evils  to 
^  exc  vsive  development  of  mercantile  enterprise,  and 
■^  they  really  flow  from  that  unwise  system  which  aimed 
''the substitution  of  a  metallic  for  a  paper  currency — the 
9"^  which  gave  the  first  shock  to  the  fabric  of  our  com- 
■ircial  prosperity,  by  removing  the  public  depositee  from 
jhe  United  States  Bank,  which  weakened  every  part  of  the 
Hifice  by  the  destruction  of  that  uaeful  and  efficient  insti- 
^|ion,  and  now  threatens  to  crumble  it  into  a  mass  of 
'^n«i  under  the  operations  of  the  specie  circular,  which 
vithdrew  tiie  gold  and  silver  of  the  country  from  the  chan- 
JJjs  in  which  it  could  be  profitably  employed.  We  assert 
■^  the  experiment  has  had  a  fair,  a  liberal  trial,  and  that 
J"*Ppointment  and  mischief  are  visible  in  all  its  results ; 
^\ht  promise  of  a  regulated  currency  and  equalized  ex- 
^'»ges  has  been  broken,  the  currency  totally  disordered, 
Jjd  internal  exchanges,  almost  entirely  discontinued.  We 
wrefore  mike  our  earnest  appeal  to  the  Executive,  and 
^  whether  it  is  not  time  to  interpose  the  paternal  author- 
j^of  the  Government,  and  abandon  the  policy  which  is 
^ling  the  people  ? 

Amid  all  the  distress  of  our  condition,  we  have  been 
Wified  by  a  view  of  the  generous  and  forbearing  spirit 
•nich  has  almost  invariably  marked  llie  conduct  of  the 
fl^itor  towards  the  delrtor.  A  general  disposition  has 
"w  manifested  to  indulge  the  debtor  with  ample  time  for 


the  arrangement  of  his  business  and  the  collection  of  his 
debts ;  and  we  would  respectfully  suggest  the  example  for 
the  imitation  of  the  Government.  The  embarrassment  and 
distress  of  the  merchants  would  be  more  readily  relieved  by 
the  suspending  of  suits  upon  unpaid  bonds  until  a  future 
day,  when  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may  grant  some  meas- 
ure of  relief. 

Feeling,  as  we  do,  that  we  have  reached  a  crisis  which 
requires  the  exercise  of  all  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  the 
country  to  heal  the  wounds  which  have  been  inflicted  upon 
its  commerce  and  productive  industry,  we  would  respect- 
fully and  earnestly  urge  upon  the  Executive  the  propriety 
of  calling  an  extra  session  of  Congress,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  unprecedented  and  alarming  embarrassments  in  which 
we  are  involved.  The  members,  coming  directly  from 
their  constituents,  will  have  had  the  opportunity  of  know- 
ing and  appreciating  the  extent  of  the  distress  which  exists ; 
and  we  are  convinced  that  their  collected  opinions  will  fully 
sustain  those  which  we  have  expressed,  and  their  testimony 
indicate  an  amount  of  suffering  of  which  we  cannot  believe 
that  you,  sir,  have  heretofore  been  aware. 

We  persuade  ourselves  that  the  representations  which 
we  have  given  of  the  actual  condition  of  our  affairs  will 
Induce  you  to  doubt  the  expediency  of  the  policy  which  has 
been  recently  pursued ;  and  we  trust  to  your  intelligence 
for  such  a  change  of  measures  as  will  revive  the  hopes  and 
stimulate  the  energies  of  the  merchants  of  New  YoriL. 

ISAAC  8.  HONE, 
JAMES  W.  BRYAN, 
BENJAMIN  LODER, 
ALEX.  B.  McALPIN, 
JOHN  A.  UNDERWOOD. 
THOMAS  TILE8T0N, 
MEIGS  D.  BENJAMIN,    ' 
ELISHA  LEWIS, 
SIMEON  DRAPER,  Jr. 
Wasrivgtoit,  May  3,  1837, 

D. 

The  subscribers,  under  the  direction  of  a  meeting  of  the 
Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  respectfully  represent  te 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  much  diflicultj 
will  arise  here  from  the  requisition,  which  they  understand 
has  been  made,  that  all  dues  to  the  Treasury  shall  be  paid 
in  specie. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payment  is  now  universal  in 
this  city,  and  it  is  impossible  to  procure  the  amount  ne- 
cessary for  the  payment  of  custom-house  beads.  If  the 
requisition  be  made,  there  is  no  course  left  to  the  merchants 
but  to  submit  to  a  suit,  and  its  upleasant  consequences. 

It  is  evident  that  specie  for  the  large  amounts  daily  fall- 
ing due  on  custom-house  bonds,  throughout  the  country, 
cannot  be  procured  on  any  terms.  The  refusal  of  specie 
for  bonds  is  not,  therefore,  in  the  least,  a  matter  of  choiee; 
the  payment  is  utterly  impossible. 

If,  then,  no  alteration  be  made  in  present  Instractions, 
the  suits  now  just  commencing  will  eventually  extend  to 
the  commercial  community  throughout  the  country  ;  inca- 
pacitating them  from  further  entries  or  importations,  and 
seriously  embarrassing  the  financial  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. If  this  be  so,  it  is  merely  a  matter  of  Ume,  with 
regard  to  the  required  alterations ;  sooner  or  later  they  will 
become  indispensable ;  if  made  now,  much  distress  will  be 
prevented. 

Even  were  it  otherwise,  there  are,  it  appears  to  the 
chamber,  sufficient  reasons  why  specie  payments  should 
not  now  be  required  by  the  Government.  It  is  a  matter 
of  notoriety  that  specie  payment  of  the  indemnity  lately  re- 
ceived by  the  Government  has  been  refused  to  the  claimants 
by  the  agents  of  Government ;  and  further,  that  specie  pay- 
ment of  debenture  certificates  is  now  refused  at  the  cus- 
tom-house,  at  the  very  monf^nt  when  specie  payment  is 
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demanded  for  bondi.  The  extreme  hardabip  and  injoatice 
of  the  demand  and  the  refoaal,  at  the  same  moment^  cannot 
require  comment. 

Under  these  circumstances,  they  cheerfully  request  such 
a  modification  of  the  requisitions  of  the  Government  as  may 
consist  with  justice  and  the  ability  of  the  community.  To 
this  purpoee,  a  withdrawal  of  the  specie  instructions  recent- 
ly issued  to  the  collector  of  this  port,  leaving  him  and  the 
merchsnts  to  devise,  in  good  faith,  the  means  olf  adjusting 
the  claims  of  the  Government  with  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity, would,  perhaps,  be  entirely  sufiicient.  A  course  like 
thii  has  been  adopted  on  a  former  occasion,  and  seems  to 
be  the  only  one  now  practicable. 

WM.  8TUFGI8, 
Tresidenl  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

G.  M.  Thatchsb,  Secretary, 

E. 

Niw  Oblsans  Craxbir  op  Coxhbrgz, 

New  Orleana,  May  35,  1837. 
idiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  enclosed,  a 
copy  of  the  procedings  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
New  Orleans,  in  relation  to  the  deranged  condition  of  the 
currency,  and  the  impractibility  resulting  therefrom  to  con- 
form strictly  with  the  requisitions  of  the  law  and  orders 
emanating  from  your  Department. 

I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  said 
proceedings,  with  the  hope  that  some  measures  may  be  de- 
vised to  obviate  existing  difficulties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  consideration  and 
respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  J.  PETERS, 

President, 
To  the  Hon.  Sksbetabt  ot  tbx  Tbbasubt, 

of  the  United  States,  Washington  city, 

Nxw  Oblxabs  Chaxbkb  or  Comjubbcb, 

Saturday,  May  20,  1837. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  cbamber  held  this  day,  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted,  with  only 
one  dissenting  voice : 

Whereas,  the  collector  of  the  custom-house  nf  this  dis- 
trict, in  vurtue  of  instructions  from  Washington,  requires 
specie,  ot  notes  of  specie-paying  banks  which  are  at  par, 
in  payment  of  all  duty  bonds :  and  whereas  it  is  well  known 
tiiat  nearly  all  the  banks  of  this  city,  including  the  depoalte 
banks,  have  lately  suspended  specie  payments;  and  that 
the  notes  of  the  few  banks  which  have  continued  to  redeem 
their  circulation  in  specie  are  not  re-isisued,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  obtained,  whilst  the  same  banks  refuse  to  pay 
their  depositee  in  specie  : 

In  consequence  of  which,  it  is  impossible  that  the  requi- 
sition of  the  collector  can  be  complied  with.  Therefore, 
be  it  resolved — 

1st.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  chamber,  the  existing 
revenue  laws,  which  it  is  now  attempted  strictly  to  enforce, 
were  passed  by  Congress  under  circumstances  very  essen- 
tially differing  from  those  which  at  present  prevail ;  and 
that  a  revison  of  the  same  by  Congress  has  become  indis- 
pensable. 

2d.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  chamber,  it  is  highly 
expedient  that  Congress  should  be  called  at  as  early  a  period 
as  may  be  practicable,  with  a  view  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  currency  of  the  country,  and  the  revision  of  tlie 
revenue  laws,  so  as  to  reconcile  them  with  the  present  state 
of  things,  and  to  render  them  susceptible  of  being  executed. 

8d.  That  the  payment  of  duty  bonds  in  gold  and  silver, 
under  existing  circumstances,  is  utterly  impracticable ;  and 
if  the  collector  cannot  receive  in  payment  thereof  the  notes 
of  our  local  banks,  said  boi\j]s  must  necessarily  remain  un- 


paid until  the  action  of  Congress  with  ngard  to  the  sains 
be  ascertained. 

4th.  That  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Goveromol 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  custom-house  bonds  in  gold  and 
silver,  will  be  attended  with  serious  suffering  and  diatren: 
inasmuch  as  the  sale  ofproperty  by  the  marahal  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  cannot  be  effected,  for  specie,  without  tbe  mo« 
cruel  and  unnecessary  sacrifices. 

6th.  That  if  the  Government  persists  in  the  collection  of 
duty  bonds  in  gold  and  silver,  when  the  same  is  not  to  be 
procured ;  and  in  the  event  of  its  finding  attomeya  and  ja- 
rors  willing  to  assist  in  rigorous  prosecutions,  it  ia  the  opia- 
ion  of  this  chamber  that  Uiese  measures  may  gradoaHj  lead 
the  country  into  scenes  of  disorder,  violence,  and  reaastanct 
to  the  laws,  which  are  seriously  to  be  deprecated,  and  wbicb 
the  Government  ought  to  avoid. 

6th.  That  the  President  of  this  chamber  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes :  as  witnetii  aij 

[sbal.]        hand  and  seal  of  the  chamber,  this  34tfa  daj 
of  May,  1837. 

GEO.  W.  WHITE,  Secretary. 

F.  1. 

Tbeasubt  Dkpabtmbbt,  May  21,  1837. 

GxBTLXMKir:  Your  communication,  in  behalf  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Boston,  concerning  the  paymeoc 
of  duties,  was  received  at  this  Department  to-day.  Thou^ 
without  date,  it  is  presumed  tu  have  been  written  before  the 
receipt  in  your  city  of  the  proclaniation  of  the  PresideDt 
calling  a  special  and  early  session  of  Congress,  and  of  the 
circulars,  letters,  and  notices  of  this  Departmentv  recently 
published,  concerning  custom-house  bonds.  Copies  ii 
these  are,  therefore,  annexed,  (numbered  1  to  7,)  and  ts 
which  1  beg  leave  to  refer  for  several  explanations  on  aoais 
of  the  topics  contained  in  your  memorial. 

In  addition  to  those  explanations,  but  few  other  remaxki 
are  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  put  tbe  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  full  possession  of  tbe  views  of  the  uoderai^ned,  in 
respect  to  your  request,  and,  it  is  hoped,  to  satisfy  yon  that 
every  thing  has  been  done,  and  will  continue  to  be  duu 
here,  for  relief  to  the  merchants  in  the  present  distresauig 
emergency,  which  tbe  laws  sanction  and  my  limited  autho- 
rity permits. 

One  of  the  earliest  acts  passed  by  the  first  Congreae  con- 
vened under  tbe  present  constitution  of  the  United  Stales, 
was  that  of  July  Slst,  1789,  expressly  requiring  all  dutia 
to  be  **  received  in  gold  and  sliver  only,"  and  which  pea- 
vision  has  been  virtually  continued  in  subsequent  lawa 
The  circular  of  this  Department  from  whose  operation  yen 
ask  to  be  exempted,  is  only  a  repetition  or  an  affinuanci 
of  that  act,  except  it  contains  a  mitigation,  justified  bj  t 
long  and  liberal  construction,  which  authorizea  an  equiva- 
lent for  specie  to  be  also  received. 

Under  that  construction,  anxious  as  the  Department  hm 
been,  ai:d  still  is,  to  extend  every  indulgence  to  tboae  con 
nected  with  it,  which  is  not  inconsistent  with  law  aud  pub 
lie  duty,  it  sanctioned  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  specie 
paying  banks  instead  of  specie  for  customs,  and  all  tin 
drafts  or  checks  of  the  Treasury,  not  paid  to  tbe  satislac 
tion  of  the  holders  by  tbe  banks  on  which  they  are  drawn, 
Debenture  bonds  are  likewise  receivable  in  payment  of  do 
ties;  and,  whenever  doubt  has  arisen  on  that  point,  ejL- 
press  instructions  have  been  given  to  take  them. 

Beyond  these  alleviations,  the  Department  has  yet  bees 
unable  to  discover  any  legal  authority  which  it  possesses 
or  is  able  to  delegate  to  others,  to  receive  substitutes  fo 
tbe  specie,  which  is  imperatively  required  by  law  in  pay- 
ment of  duties.  On  the  contrary,  by  a  reference  to  tlB< 
various  actw  of  Congress  bearing  on  this  subject,  it  will  t» 
manifest  that  if  the  Department,  under  the  infiuence  « 
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apathy,  rtther  than  of  official  obligations,  should  allow 
loj  thing  uot  eqaivalent  to  specie  to  be  received  for  duties, 
it  would  violate  the  letter  of  the  original  law  on  this  sub- 
^  tod  the  invariable  practice  under  it,  with  one  brief 
mJ  occaiional  exception,  which  existed  onl^  in  certain 
•ctioof  of  the  country,  about  twenty  years  since,  and 
wom^Dcsd  duiiog  invasion  and  war.  It  would  also  act 
n  conflict  with  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  joint  reso- 
Qtion  of  Congress,  af^rwards  passed  in  April,  1815,  for 
hs  avowed  purpose  of  preventing  any  longer  or  future 
leTiatioQ  from  the  act  of  1789. 

If,  in  a  period  of  profound  peace,  and  in  many  respects 
)!  ireat  prosperity,  the  President  anJ  the  undersigned,  as 
aere  eiecotive  officers,  jealously  reslricted  by  the  consti- 
Qtion  sod  by  statutes,  should  proceed  to  dispense  with 
heie  law<,  without  previous  permission  from  Congress,  it 
Digiit  certainly  be  considered  one  of  those  unwarranted 
uuipttioQs  of  power,  so  boldly  and  cogently  denounced 
7  oar  fiire&thers;  and,  without  doubt,  we  should  next, 
od  on  (ioiilar  grounds,  be  requested  to  extend  a  like  in- 
lolgence  to  all  debtors'  of  the  Government,  whether  indi- 
iduals  or  banks,  and  to  all  the  purcbaaen  of  the  public 
udi,  though  these  last  arc  likewise  required  by  statute  to 
«  paid  for  in  **  specie,  or  in  evidences  of  the  public  debt 
i  the  United  States."  Any  such  disregard  of  those  im- 
ttahve  requisitions  would  lead  to  other  consequences  al- 
Doit  equally  alarniiog  and  deplorable,  as  it  would  amount 
D  the  receipt  for  duties  of  what  was  less  valuable  to  the 
oomonity  and  to  the  Goveinment  than  what  the  acU  of 
'Ongress  expressly  direct. 

In  this  way,  without  legal  authority,  the  intereeU  of  the 
Jnitsd  8tates  would  further  be  injuriously  relinquished 
nd  compromised,  by  virtually  allowing  a  diminution  of 
oe  whole  Uriff  of  duties,  and  all  the  inddental  benefiU 
oticipatfd  from  it,  to  any  of  the  great  branches  of  indus- 
ly  m  the  country,  quite  to  the  extent  of  the  difikrence  in 
line  between  specie  and  the  notes  of  the  banks  not  pay- 
Bg  ipecie.  The  many  millions  of  unavailable  paper 
rbkh  would  probably  be  thus  placed  in  the  Treasury  for 
luties  ind  other  debts,  it  would  be  difficult  to  compute ; 
^beiidet  the  twenty -six  or  seven  millions  now  due  from 
idiviJaals  and  banks,  mo^t,  if  not  all  of  the  future  rev- 
Joe  accroing  from  customs,  or  the  increased  sales  of  pub- 
ic land  is  consequence  of  such  a  system,  would  be  paid 

0  the  United  Staten  in  uotes  of  the  same  depreciated  cbar- 
^'  It  deserves  consideralion,  likewise,  what  could  le- 
mI;  be  done  with  such  funds  when  collected  ;  as,  by  the 
W»d  section  of  the  act  of  April  U,  1836,  the  Treasury 

1  expressly  forbidden  to  offer,  in  payment  of  any  claim 
rbatever  against  the  United  States,  <<any  bank  note  of 
by  denomination,  unless  the  same  shall  be  payable,  and 
ud  on  demand,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  at  the  place  where 
1^,  and  which  shall  not  be  equival^t  to  specie  at  the 
"C8  where  offered,  an^l  convertible  into  gold  or  silver  up- 
tt  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  without  delay  or 
» to  him." 

How  great  would  be  the  loss  on  such  irredeemable  funds, 
W  who  ought  to  bear  it  when  they  are  received  contrary 
^  B^w,  and  how  destructive  such  measures  would  prove 
|die  preservation  of  a  sound  constitutional  currency,  by 
"^tly  sanctioning,  as  they  would,  the  disuse  of  specie 
\  It  here,  and  the  consequent  export  of  it  in  largo  quan- 
nes  to  foreign  countries,  as  an  article  of  trade,  need  not 
H  dwelt  on  at  this  time.  It  is  moreover  manifest,  that 
*  sach  collections  would  further  disable  the  Treasury 
oin  paying  immediately,  in  the  manner  it  is  bound  by 
^  lod  good  faith  to  do,  the  various  public  creditors ; 
^  of  whom  are  stated,  as  a  matter  of  complaint,  in 
Mir  memorial,  not  to  be  able  now  to  obtain  specie  for 
^f  claims.  But  if  the  indemnity  certificates  and  de- 
BntQres  to  which  you  refer  have  not  all  been  paid  in 
^  or  its  equivalent  to  the  merchants  or  other  holders, 


you  may  rest  assured  that  the  failure  to  do  it  has  not 
arisen  from  any  direction  to  that  effect  by  the  Treasury  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  express  orders  have  been  given 
to  meet  both  with  specie  when  demanded ;  and,  if  not  done, 
the  failure  has  occurred,  and  will  continue,  only  in  con- 
sequence of  the  regretted  omission  of  the  merchants  them- 
selves promptly  to  discharge  their  bonds  in  specie,  and  of 
a  like  omission  on  the  part  of  the  banks  (through  the  mis- 
fortunes or  advice  of  many  of  their  customers)  not  to  con- 
tinue to  discharge  thcix  obligations  in  the  manner  provid- 
ed by  law  and  their  agreements  with  the  Treasury.  One 
great  and  paramount  object,  therefore,  in  requiring  that 
the  public  dues  should  continue  to  be  paid  to  the  IJnited 
States  in  a  legal  manner,  ia,  to  enable  the  Department,  in 
this  emergency,  faithfully  and  promptly  to  pay  others  in 
that  manner,  and,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  overcome  any 
embarrassments  or  delays  to  its  own  creditors,  which  may 
have  happened  In  consequence  of  the  course  pursued  by 
those  on  whom  the  Government  is  immediately  dependent 
for  its  available  means.  You  justly  intimate  that  the  pub- 
lic payments  ought  to  be  made  in  this  way  ;  and  you  may 
rest  assured  that,  in  all  cases  where  creditors  aie  not  other- 
wise satisfied,  it  will  cheerfully  be  done  the  moment  the 
Treasury  is  enabled  to  accomplish  it  by  a  compliance  with 
their  engagements  on  the  part  of  those  indebted  to  the 
United  States. 

If,  from  the  accidents  and  misfortunes  of  others,  in  any 
instances,  such  an  inability  as  you  describe  has  occurred 
with  any  of  our  fiscal  depositories  or  custom-house  officers, 
and  any  reproach  should  inconsiderately  be  cast  on  the 
Government  for  this  inability,  which  baa  been  caused  by 
others,  (though,  without  doubt,  unintentionally,)  you  ma^ 
rest  satisfied  that  no  proper  effort  will  be  spared  here  to 
avoid  deserving  the  censure  of  "extreme  hardship  or  in- 
justice" on  this  account,  and  (by  strenuously  endeavoring 
to  do  to  others  all  which  it  asks  of  them)  to  dischsrge  every 
claim  against  the  Government,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent, 
at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 

In  connexion  with  this,  and  merely  in  justification  of 
the  Treasury,  it  may  be  proper  to  notice  further,  that,  be- 
sides near  thirty  millions  elsewhere,  something  like  three 
quarters  of  a  million  of  dollars  were  due  in  your  city  alone, 
from  merchants,  and  institutions  of  which  many  of  them 
are  members,  and  payable  to  the  United  States  in  specie 
and  on  demand,  at  the  time  your  memorial  was  forwarded, 
setting  forth  the  omission  of  our  fiscal  agents  to  pay  in 
that  currency  some  small  demand*  held  by  a  portion  of  the 
mercantile  community. 

This  Department  is  aware  that,  even  after  all  its  forbear- 
ances and  mitigations,  some  embarrassments  must  atill  be 
undergone,  in  certain  cases,  by  means  of  incidental  diffi- 
culties, and  the  strictness  of  the  laws  as  to  cash  duties, 
which  were  introduced  whoU/  for  the  benefit  of  manufac- 
turers rather  than  of  the  finances.  But  it  cannot  concur  in 
the  opinion  that,  during  the  present  favorable  condition  of 
the  country,  in  respect  to  it4  large  amount  of  specie,  it  will 
be  impossible  to  obtain  sufficient  for  this  purpose ;  and, 
considering  that  all  which  is  paid  must  immediately  return 
again  into  active  circulation,  it  trusts  that  the  merchants 
will  find  themselves  fully  indemnified  for  the  inconvenience 
and  limited  sacrifices  to  which  they  may  be  exposed  in  ob- 
taining the  sm<ill  sums  necessary  for  their  object  by  and 
after  the  liberal  indulgences  authorized  on  their  duty  bonds. 

Thus,  by  instructions  published  at  Boston  since  your, 
letter  was  probably  written,  the  disagreeable  result  you  an- 
ticipate, to  ^it:  '*that  there  is  no  course  left  to  the  mer- 
chants but  to  submit  to  a  suit  and  its  unpleasant  conse- 
quences,'* need  rarely,  if  ever,  occur  in  esses  of  real  sol- 
vency ;  as  liberal  extensions  of  credit  have  been  permitted, 
under  proper  circumstances,  before  as  well  as  after  suit, 
till  the  meeting  of  Congress ;  and,  in  addition  to  these,  an 
extraordinary  session  of  that  body  has  been  cdllcd  by  the 
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President  at  the  earliest  convenient  day,  with  a  Tiew, 
among  other  things,  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  new  legis- 
lation to  yield  farther  relief  in  the  present  enibarraBsing 
posture  of  affairs. 

With  these  explanations,  and  such  others  as  appear  in 
the  documentB  before  referred  to,  and  which,  ere  this,  have 
probably  reached  your  city,  ihe  Department  cherishes  a 
hope  that  your  Chamber  of  Commerce  will  be  satisfied  that 
every  thing  of  an  alleviating  character  has  already  been 
done,  in  respect  to  duty  bonds,  which  the  laws  sanction, 
and  the  public  interests  justify  ;  that  all  proper  ezertiona 
have  been  made,  and  are  making  by  it,  to  preserve  the  same 
good  and  legal  fidelity  in  its  obligations  to  others  which  it 
requests  of  them ;  (hat,  if  not  successful,  the  failure  will 
arise  from  the  misfortunes  or  neglect  of  others ;  and  that, 
by  a  firm  perseverance  in  the  path  of  duty  on  this  subject, 
reciprocal  aid  will  be  conferred,  both  by  the  merchants  and 
the  Treasury^  to  presjcrve  a  sound  state  of  the  currency  for 
all  the  public  purposes,  and  gradually,  if  not  speedily,  re- 
store one  for  all  the  necessary  transactions  of  life. 

This  Department  confides  so  much  in  the  intelligence, 
correct  principles,  and  patriotism  of  those  who,  through 
you,  have  addressed  it,  that  it  cannot  doubt  they  will  be 
'  solicitous  to  prevent,  even  in  times  of  the  greatest  embar- 
rassment, any  discredit  being  cast  on  the  character  and 
practical  workings  of  our  free  institutions. 

H  feels  satisfied  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  as  well 
as  the  whole  community,  must,  afler  reflecting  on  such 
considerations,  become  quite  as  desirous  as  the  undersigned 
Ibr  a  iQUtui^l  and  vigorous  co-operation  to  uphold  the  ha- 
bitual opinions  and  practices  in  iavor  of  the  inviokbili^  of 
the  constitution  and  laws,  which  are  fortunately  so  char- 
acteristic of  the  great  mass  of  the  population  in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  Union. 

It  is  in  this  manner  only  that  the  Department  can  bs  en- 
abled to  carry  on  the  fiscal  operations  of  ibe  Treasury  no 
as  to  maintain  the  public  faith  unimpaired  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  sustain,  as  far  as  ralates  to  the  currency,  a 
•ound  standard  of  value,  In  the  true  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  according  to  the  best  established  principles  of  po- 
litical economy. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,      . 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

To  WitLi^xSTuneis,  Prezidtnt, 

G.  M.  Thatobbr,  Sec^y,  Bostoti  Chamber  Com, 

F.  3. 
Triasvut  DBPARTMEirT,  May  19,  1837. 

Sm :  This  Department  has,  with  much  surprise,  seen 
several  representations  in  the  daily  press  concerning  cer- 
tain declarations  made  by  you  at  a  recent  public  meeting 
in  New  York  city,  as  to  the  course  you  intended  to  pur- 
sue in  future  in  collecting  the  public  revenue. 

The  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  nature  of  these 
representations,  render  it  my  unpleasant  duty  to  call  your 
immediate  attention  to  them. 

Some  of  the  accounts  of  what  took  place  represent  you 
as  saying,  in  substance,  that,  as  the  orders  of  the  Treasury 
could  not  lie  complied  vrith,  you,  on  your  own  responsi- 
bility, would  dispense  with  them ;  while  others  state  that 
you  understood  a  discretion  had  been  left  to  you  by  the 
Executive  on  this  subject;  and  that,  in  the  exercise  of  such 
discretion,  you  should  not  conform  to  the  instructions  of 
the  Department,  either  by  collecting  the  money  yourself, 
which  fell  due  for  duties,  or  by  collecting  it  in  such  kind 
of  money  as  the  laws  require.  Other  representations  con- 
vey the  idea  that,  if  you  pun«ued  such  a  course,  the  Gov- 
ernment would  make  no  objection  to  it. 

Under  a  belief  that,  in  these  reports,  as  to  your  remarks 


and  determination  on  this  subject,  some  nnfortonati  erroa 
must  have  occurred,  or  that  yon  must  have  imbibed  very 
incorrect  opinions  concerning  the  views  entertsined  bj  tbt 
Department,  it  becomes  proper,  on  the  present  ocetiioo, 
to  repeat,  in  explicit  terms,  the  real  character  aod  extent 
of  those  views. 

1.  The  order  as  to  the  mode  of  collecting  bonds  by  yoor- 
self,  rather  than  through  the  banks,  and  in  specie  or  iti 
equivalent,  was,  in  the  last  respect,  in  accordance  with  tbe 
course  which  you  reported  to  this  Department  for  its  tp- 
proval  on  the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  banks.  The 
order  was  the  same  in  substance,  in  alt  respects,  at  yoor 
port,  as  that  adopted  at  all  other  porU  in  the  United  States 
where  no  banks  paid  specie  on  demand  for  their  Dotei,  lod 
where,  in  that  event,  the  express  language  of  the  depoote 
act  of  June,  1836,  imperatively  required  their  diMonUno- 
ance  as  public  depositories ;  and  other  laws  virtually  for- 
bid the  receipt  of  their  notes  for  duties. 

3.  But,  in  the  wide-spread  calamity  which  had  receatly 
fallen  on  the  commercial  world,  and,  through  it,  upoDtbw 
banking  institutions,  in  common  with  others  which  sere 
depositories  of  the  public  money,  it  was  evident  that  oof 
finances  must  become  embarrassed  through  the  previov 
embarrassments  of  others,  and  that  great  care  and  ffforti 
must  be  exercised  to  meet  faithfully  the  current  poUtc  ro- 
gagemenU.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  desirable  that  every 
indulgence  and  forbearance  should  be  exercised,  and  were 
intended  by  the  President  and  this  Department  to  be  lib- 
erally exercised,  towards  the  public  debtors,  which  tboM 
engagementa  would  permit. 

8.  Accordingly,  in  order  to  mitigate  the  evils  wWA 
pressed  so  heavily  on  the  merchants,  this  DepsitmeDt,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  President,  at  once  authorized  a  poct- 
ponement  to  be  granted,  in  all  suitable  cases,  of  the  piy- 
ment  of  duty  bonds,  as  well  before  as  after  suit :  end  sob- 
sequently  as  new  events  justified,  permitted  it  to  be  extesd- 
ed  till  af\cr  the  commencement  of  the  next  sesebnof  Coo- 
grcss. 

The  Department  likewise  empowered  the  eollectonlj 
receive  for  dutiea  the  drafls  of  the  Treasurer,  in  fa^or  w 
the  public  creditors,  which  might  not  be  paid  in  apecic  M 
the  holdera  by  the  banks  on  which  they  were  drawn. 

OutsUnding  debenture  bonds  are  also  receivable  io  (hi 
same  way ;  and,  to  afford  the  opportunity  to  procure  im 
further  aid  and  relief,  if  it  shall  be  deemed  proper  by  Ces- 
gress,  that  body  has  been  specially  convened  by  the  Pm* 
dent  at  the  earliest  convenient  day. 

Afler  all  these  mitigating  measures,  neither  the  Pn^ 
dent  nor  this  Department  saw  any  further  indulgence  wfaw 
could  be  given  consistent  with  the  acts  of  Congreti,  iM 
which  it  was  within  our  powera  to  bestow,  limited  ol 
regulated  as  those  powers  are  by  various  express  Uw«. 

It  was,  and  still  is,  hoped  that  the  merchanu  would,  ti 
Congress  assembled,  cheerfully  incur  the  diminished  acil^ 
fices,   in  respect  to  the  payment  of  some  ol  the  dati  ~ 
which  their  liabilities  and  business  might  renderneoettt 
and  that  the  oflicers  connected  with  the  customs  would  I 
a  pride,  as  well  as  zeal,  in  encouraging  them  to  apboUl 
laws  faithfully,  and  neither  countenance  nor  permit  r 
departures  from  them. 

The  Executive  possesses  no  authority  to  delegate  to y( 
nor  has  it  intended  to  delegate,  any  discretion  to  diiieg' 
those  laws  in  any  particular,  or  to  act  contrary  to  the 
structions  of  tlie  Department,  which  had  been  itfuedi 
conformity  to  them ;  nor  can  it  sanction  the  exerciae  of  i 
such  discretion  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  officers  of 
cui>toms. 

It  would  seem  better  that  the  duties,  whether  doe 
bonds  or  in  cash,  when  the  goods  are  entered,  and  wbi 
the  merchants  may  be  unable,  if  not  postponed,  topay  jl 
any  of  the  legal  modes  before  pointed  out,  till  the  c*4 
day  on  which  Congress  convenes,  should  go  entirely  ^ 
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lid  from  intbility  to  nMet  them  legally,  thin  be  collected 
'(JMcharged  in  a  maiiDer  that  ii  not  aanctioned  either  by 
w  act!  of  CongreH  or  o«r  duty  to  the  GoTemment. 

The  Department  is  wiUing  to  make  liberal  allowances 
r  tcts  growing  out  of  the  sympathy  naturally  felt  for  the 
nharrusments  of  the  commercial  community,  and  the 
rong  desire  to  contribute  to  their  relief;  but  you  must  be 
nuible  that  the  newspaper  accounts  which  have  already 
ppeand  are  calculated  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  Presi- 
rat  and  this  Department  are  disposed  to  overlook,  or  even 
I  approve,  the  unauthorized  coucee  which  it  is  said  you 
ropoae  to  adopt ;  and  it  is  possible  that,  from  your  full 
Bowiedge  of  the  sincerity  and  extent  of  the  anxious  ^sire 
f  the  President  and  of  this  Department  to  afford  re|ief, 
oa  may  have  entertained  the  impression  that  such  wopld 
e  the  case. 

It  therefore  becomes  my  duty  instantly  to  inform  you 
ttt  all  such  impreassions  are  erroneous,  and  it  is  hoped 
lat  many  of  the  considerations  before  stated  will  have 
ocarred  to  you ;  and  that,  under  their  influence,  you  will 
mtinae  to  discharge  your  duties  in  the  manner  pointed 
Dt  ifl  the  acts  of  Congreas  and  the  instructions  of  this  De- 

fftOMDt 

1  am,  dr,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury , 

S.  SvAfTwoDT,  Esq.,  CoUector,  New  York. 

'  F.  3. 

New  Yoax,  August  38,  1837. 
Sift :  The  undersigned  have  been  appointed  a  commit- 
M  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
*  the  purpose  of  addressing  to  you  the  following  repre- 
nlttions  upon  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  custom- 
UNue  bonds  becoming  due,  and  of  duties  upon  wool 
od  woollen  goods  now  lying  in  the  public  stores  in  this 
Hy.  • 

It  appears  that  there  were  custom-house  bonds  in  the 

uda  of  the  district  attorney,  payable  previously  to  the 

lit  of  this  month,  (August,)  for  '  -  -   $2,300,000 

^«d  at  cofltom-houae,  payable  in  August,    -         706,500 

Ditto  do.  .    September,      1,004,727 

Ditto  do.  October,    -         636,093 

Ditto  do.  November,  360,646 

Ditto  do.  December,  318,245 

$5,115,211 
Lad  duties  on  merchandise  not  entered,  now 
in  public  store  estimated  at         -  -      2,000,000 

Total,         -     ^7,115,211 

^^  port  being  the  recipient  of  merchandise  destined 
^  the  consumption  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Union,  the 
^porting  merchants  here  assume,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
^osibility  of  paying  the  duties  to  Government ;  and  the 
J^ry  of  the  past  may  well  attest  the  fidelity  with  which 
m  responsibibility  has  been  discharged,  until  the  present 
^  when  the  general  condition  of  affairs  has  been  so  es- 
ffltially  changed. 

After  the  banks  of  the  Union  had  suspended  specie  pay- 
^tSj  the  difficulty  of  paying  the  dues  to  Government  in 
t>l  currency  becsme  insurmountable,  and,  at  the  in- 
'■Dce  of  this  committee,  the  period  of  payment  of  custom- 
*i*MB  bonds  was  postponed  by  your  Department  until  the 
4  of  October  next,  in  order  that' Congress,  whictrwould 
"0  be  assembled,  might  make  the  needful  laws  upon  this 
»*  shape  of  things. 

"Hie  mercantile  and  trading  interests  of  the  whole  coun- 
>T  have  since  been  laboring  under  unparalleled  difficulties, 
^  that  reliance  can  no  longer  b^  placed  upon  receipts^ 


which  mainly  govern  the  regularity  of  payments,  by  all 
connected  with  commerce. 

Owing  to  the  entire  derangement  of  the  internal  ex- 
changes, and  to  the  absence  of  a  specie  standard,  funds, 
even  when  collected  at  various  points  of  the  Union,  are 
generally  unavailable  as  the  means  of  payment  here. 

The  banks  of  the  city,  with  a  laudable  desire  to  resume 
specie  payments  at  the  earliest  day,  must  adopt  a  system 
of  restriction,  and  therefore  withhold  facilities,  now  morr 
needed  than  ever  by  their  dealers,  whose  collections  in 
bank  chiefly  consist  of  payments  of  a  part  only  of  the 
amount  due,  with  renewals  for  the  remainder  for  two, 
three,  and  four  months ;  and  at  the  end  of  these  periods^ 
similar  renewals  are  repeated. 

This  total  derangement  of  all  the  means  of  carrying  on 
the  business  nf  the  country  throughout  its  various  sections^ 
has  rendered  the  collection  of  debts  impossible ;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, the  vast  amount  due  for  goods  already  sold  in 
this  city,  on  which  a  large  portion  of  existing  duties  were 
levied,  remains  unpaid,  and  without  any  immediate  pros- 
pect of  liquidation.  Nor  can  sales  now  be  made  of  foreign 
merchandise  on  hand ;  and  it  is  impracticable  to  convert 
goods  into  money,  as  weU  from  the  inability  to  pay  on  the 
part  of  buyers,  as  from  the  unwillingness  to  sell  on  credit 
on  the  part  of  the  holders ;  and  sales  by  auction  can  only 
be  made  a^  ruinous  sacrifices. 

A  general  extension,  to  a  large  portion  of  their  debtors, 
has  also  been  granted,  fer  a  period  of  twelve  months  and 
upwards,  by  the  importing  merehants  of  this  city ;  and 
there  is  now  due  from  other  places,  to  those  engaged  here 
in  the  importation  and  sale  of  foreign  merchandise,  a  much 
larger  amount  than  would  pay  oft  all  debts  firom  this  city 
to  the  Qovemment  and  to  foreign- eonntries. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  meana  of  the  importing 
merchants  is  thus  virtually  withdrawn  from  their  eontrol, 
and  scattered  throughout  the  Union ;  whence  it  cannot  be 
ooilected,  in  any  available  manner,  in  the  present  state  of 
suspended  paymenia  by  banks  and  individuals,  of  derange- 
ment in  the  domestic  exchanges,  and  of  interruption  to 
businesf,  throughout  the  whole  countiy. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  importing  mercbanta 
have  no  alternative  left,  but  to  ask  the  Government  to 
apply  to  them  the  same  measure  of  relief  which  they  have 
granted  to  their  debtors,  by  extending  for  a  year  the  period 
of  payment  of  bonds,  and  of  other  dues  at  the  custom- 
house ;  at  which  time,  it  is  fully  believed  there  will  remain 
no  obatade  to  a  punctual  discharge  of  all  such  indebtednesa. 

The  like  remarka  apply  to  the  inability  of  the  importeis 
of  wool  and  woollen  ^ciods,  now  in  public  store,  to  pay 
duties;  which  will  amount,  according  to  the  above  esti- 
mate, to  two  millions  of  dollars.  The  Government  holde 
these  goods  in  its  own  keeping ;  therefore  the  revenue  it 
secure :  and  the  extension  of  one  year  beyond  the  time 
required  by  Uw  may,  with  entire  safety,  be  grunted  to  the 
importers  for  entering  and  paying  the  duties  on  these  goods. 

The  undersigned,  tlierefore,  respectully  represent  the 
necessity  which,  under  the  circumstancea  set  forth  herein, 
renders  it  expedient  that  Congress  should  interfere,  at  a 
day  previous  to  the  1st  of  October  next,  by  the  passage  of 
a  law  providing  for  the  postponement  of  the  collection  of 
such  bonds  at  the  custom-house  as  may  fall  due  prior  to 
the  1st  of  January  next,  with  the  assent  of  sureties,  and 
upon  interest;  allowing,  however,  the  option  of  earlier 
payment,  and  thus  stopping  interest:  and,  also,  to  extend, 
for  one  year,  the  respective  periods  within  which  goode 
subject,  upon  entry,  to  the  payment  of  duties  in  cash,  may 
be  retained  in  the  public  stores. 

In  the  hope  that  these  suggestiona  may  meet  your  ap- 
proval, and,  in  that  case,  that  you  will  see  fit  to  (ecom- 
mend  the  passage  of  such  ^a  law,  at  the  opening  of  the 
ensuing  Congress,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that  you  wo<iild 
favor  us  with  a  reply. 
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2Mh  Coire.  UtSist.] 


Report  on  the  FtnanetM. 


W«  have  the  honor  to  remtin,  sir,  reipectfbUyy  yonr 
obedient  lenranU,  J.  BOORMAPT, 

JAMBS  D.  P.  OQDEN« 
CHARLES  H.  RUS8BLL, 
JAMBS  BROWN, 
JAMES  LEE, 
JAMES  6.  KING. 
GEORGE  GRI8W0LD, 
JOHN  B.  STEVENS, 
Committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

of  the  eity  of  Hew  York, 
To  the  Hon.  Litt  Woobbvut, 

Seeretary  of  the  Treatury,  Washington. 


TmiAtuBT  DBFimrvsirT, 


1887. 


Sir :  Hiving  been  famished  with  a  cofiy  of  the  law 
paiNied  by  the  LegiaUtura  of  the  State  of  ,  it 

wpfoun  that  yon  are  aathoriied  to  feeetre,  in  behalf  of  that 
State,  tha  amoant  to  be  defxMlted  therewith,  by  the  pro- 
▼inona  of  the  aet  of  CongreH  **to  rag:alate  the  depoaitee 
of  the  pubiic  money,"  approved  28d  Jnn«,  1836. 

That  amoant  haa  been  aBcertained  to  be  dol- 

Isn^  the  qnarterly  payment  of  whieh  will  be 

made  at  the  leepective  banka  to  which  they  encloeed  trana- 
fer  drafts  amounting  in  all  to  $  ,  are  directed, 

upon  your  ezeeuting  a  receipt  agreeably  to  the  endoeed 
form»  to  each  of  them,  for  the  aama  reoeived  therefrom. 

I  am»  sir,  very  reapectfally,  yoar  obedient  servant. 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury, 

P.  S.  It  may  be  nsaftdy  in  the  preeent  embarraaead  con- 
dition of  the  peonntary  ooncema  of  the  country  and  of  the 
banka^  to  suggeat  that,  for  reasons  growing  oat  of  tbe  de- 
posite  act,  as  weU  as  the  existing  liabilitiea  of  the  banks, 
and  the  obligations  required  frmn  the  Statea  to  the  Trea- 
sury, no  one  of  the  latter  is  required  to  accept,  on  the 
wiUiin  truaafeia,  any  iund  of  money  wliich  is  not  available 
and  at  par,  and  which  it  ia  not  ready  to  account  for  in  the 
same  way  when  required. 

Should  any  of  tlr^i  banks,  therefore^  rni  which  the  trans- 
fers ate  drawn,  fail  to  depoeite  with  you  such  money,  tfaey 
may  be  returned  to  this  Department,  with  a  atntement  oi 
the  fact,  in  order  that  the  caee  may  be  submitted  to  Con- 
greee  at  its  approaching  session. 

Form  of  a  receipt  by  a  State* 

Whereas,  by  the  1 3th  section  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of 
tKe  United  States,  entitled  '*An  act  to  regulate  the  depos- 
itee of  the  public  money/*  approved  the  23d  of  June,  1836, 
it  was  enacted  « that  the  money  which  ahall  be  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Ststes  on  the  let  day  of  January, 
1837,  reeervtng  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be 
deposited  with  sucb  of  the  several  States,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  representation  in  the  Senate  and  Hnoee  of 
Representativee  of  the  United  States,  as  shall  by  law  au- 
thorize their  treasurer,  or  the  competent  authorities,  to  re- 
colve  the  same,  on  the  terms  hereafter  epecified ;  and  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  shall  deliver  the  same  to  such 
treaaurer,  or  other  competent  authorities,  on  receiving  cer- 
tificatee  of  depoeite  therefor,  signed  by  such  competent  au- 
thorities, in  such  form  aa  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary aforesaid." 

And  whereas,  the  State  of  haa,  by  an  act 

of  its  Legislature,  passed  on  the  day  of  , 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  ,  authorized 

and  directed  the  of  the  said  State  to  receive  its  pro- 

portional share  of  the  said  surplus  moneys  of  the  United 
States  on  depoeite  with  the  said  Sute,  upon  the  terms 
specified  in  the  said  act  of  Congress : 

And  whereas  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  punuance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  eaid  act  of  Congress,  and  in  con- 
formiiy  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  the  LegiafaiP 


ture  of  (he  State  of  ,  has  deltvered  to  &e 

thereof  the  aum  of  dollars  and 

cents,  the  same  being  the  first  instalment,  or  ona-fborfk 
part  of  the  ratable  proportion  of  the  said  SKJite  in  the  ear- 
plus  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  let  day  of  Janueiy, 
1837: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I, 
do  hereby  certily  that  the  saSd  aum  of  dollan  and 

ceiits  haa  been  depotdted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  the  State  of  ,  and  that,  for  tbt 

safe-keeping  and  repayment  of  the  same  to  the  Uailsd 
States^  in  conformity  to  eaid  act  of  Oongrees,  tho  Stata  of 
is  legtlly  bound,  end  its  laith  is  aoleomlj 
pledges.  And  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  of  the  act  it 
the  Legislature  aforeaaid,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  oaid  Scole^ 
I  hereby  affix  my  signature  and  seal  in  teatimony  6i  tht 
premises,  and  of  the  faith  of  the  aaid  State  to  pay  the  mad 
money  so  deposited,  and  every  part  thereof,  from  time  lo 
time,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  required  by  the  Secrrtaiy 
of  the  Treaaury,  for  the  purpoees,  and  in  the  manner  and 
proportions  set  forth  and  described  in  the  eaid  recited  IM 
section  of  the  act  of  Congreas  aforeeaid,  and  by  a  reqawtian 
or  notice  eimilar  in  form  to  that  hereto  annezeds 
ed  to  the  care  of  the  Governor  of  aaid  State. 

Signed  and  sealed  this  day  of 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
Atteet : 


T%e  form  of  a  requi$iHon  or  ftotieefor  repay  mtni 
iubttantiaUy  aefoUowe  .• 

TasAsuaT  Devabtvbvt, 

199  . 
7b  the  State  of 

Under  tbe  provisiona  of  an  act  of  Oongrees  entitlad  '*Ab 
act  to  regulate  the  depoaites  of  the  public  money,"  poased 
June  83d,  1836,  and  an  act  of  said  State  passed  , 

certain  sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  United  8tatea  hav- 
ing been  deposited  with  the  Sute  aforesaid  for  safo-keeptog 
and  repayment;  in  conformity  with  the  provisioiia  of  eaid 
act,  said  State  la  hereby  notified  that  a  portion  of  asM 
rtioney,  viz.  the  sum  of  $  ,  is  required  to  be  re- 

paid to  the  United  Ststca  by  the  State  aforeeaid,  for  tbe 
purposes  named  in  said  act,  and  in  conformity  with  ita  pco- 
visions. 

Secretary  of  the  TVeatury, 

Care  of  his  Exceliency, 

Governor  of  said  State. 

[The  repayment  of  the  said  sum  to  the  Treasurer  oi  te 
United  States  will  be  in  one  of  the  following  modee»  whidh 
this  Department  may  in  any  particular  case  prelin'  and  di* 
rect,  viz: 

1.  By  a  requeat  annexed  to  the  above  reqaiatioii  to 
place  the  same  to  the  credit  of  said  Treaaurer  in  the  Bank 
of  ,  at  ,  on  or  before  the  day 
of  next,  and  to  take  duplicate  receipta  therefor; 
one  of  which  receipts  sent  to  the  sdd  Treasurer  will  be  a 
sufitcient  voucher  for  the  amount  of  said  repayment  on  tloi 
part  of  said  State. 

2.  Or,  by  a  request  written  by  eaid  Secretary  on  tbi 
back  of  a  common  Treasury  warrant,  directed  to  the  Stofti 
for  payment  by  said  Treasurer,  that  said  State  woaUJ  peg 
the  same ;  and  which  warrant,  with  a  receipt  of  paymonl 
thereon,  will  he  a  sufficient  voucher  as  aforesaid.] 

.  H.  1. 
Cirtuhkr  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  %oUh  rtgom% 
to  the  tidpt  and  transmtssion  by  mail  of  bank  isotta. 

Tbsasurt  DsFAaTXKirr, 

September  23,  1789. 
Stk  :  In  conBeqU6n(re  of  arrangements  lately  taken  wHl 
tfie  Benk  of  North  Amtsriea  and  the  Bonk  of  New  Tonij 
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Report  an  the  Finanees, 


[36Ui  C»3r».  1st  Sbw. 


for  the  •ecofflOKHlRtioQ  of  the  Govtmment,  I  mm  to  inform 
jda  that  h  ic  my  desire  that  the  notes  of  those  bank%  psy- 
abls  either  on  (ftemand,  or  aft  no  longer  period  than  thirty 
dtyt  after  their  respectiTe  dates,  shoold  be  received  in  pay- 
mtotof  the  duties,  as  cqaivalent  to  gohl  and  silver;  and 
that  they  will  be  received  from  yoo  as  soch  by  the  Treasa- 
rer  of  the  United  Btates. 

This  Dieasare,  besides  the  immediate  aceomroodation  to 
wUeh  it  baa  reference,  will  fiicilitate  remittances  from  the 
Mvaral States,  withoot  dmwing  away  their  specie ;  an  ad- 
'■ntafe,  in  every  view,  important. 

I  shall  ea'Ji^e  yoa  shortly  to  be  Aimished  with  indications 
of  the  geouiiM  notes  as  will  serve  to  gaaitl  yoa  against 
csonterftiti^  and  aball  direct  the  manner  of  remitting  tham. 
In  the  mean  time,  and  until  farther  orders,  yoa  will  pkease 
te  receive  them,  mosaiittang  to  me  a  weekly  aoconnt  of 
foor  FBeeipts. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will  probably  have 
<Kea«oii  to  draw  upon  yoa  lor  part  of  the  compensation 
of  the  memben  of  Congress  from  your  State.  These 
Mb  jrou  will  also  receive  in  payment  of  the  duties,  or  in 
fixcbaoge  for  any  specie  arbmg  from  them  whirh  shall 
hare  come  to  your  bands. 

I  am,  sir,  jour  obedient  aervant, 

ALEX.  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeosbry. 

Otho  H.  Wtl]:.iam^  CoUedor 

qf  Ctutomifor  the  port  of  Baltimore^  Md, 

H.  2. 
^xtraetfrom  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
April  32,  1790,  with  regard  to  tl^e  collection  law. 
See.  30.  This  section  provides  for  the  receipt  of  the  da- 
ties  in  gold  and  silver  coin  only.     The  Secretary  has  oon- 
lidered  this  provision  as  having  for  object  the  exdoaion  of 
payments  in  the  paper  emissiuns  of  the  particular  Stales, 
mhI  the  securing  the  immediate  or  ultimata  collection  of 
the  duties  in  spede,  as  intended  to  prohibit  to  individuals 
ItM  right  of  paying  in  any  thing  except  gold  or  silver  coin, 
httt  not  to  hinder  the  Treasury  from  making  such  arrange- 
nents  as  its  exigencies,  the  speedy  command  of  the  public 
reoDrces,  and  the  convenience  of  the  community,  might 
^ctate;  those  arrangementa  being  compatible  with  the 
erentaa]  receipt  of  the  duties  in  specie.     For  instance :  the 
Secretary  did  not  imagine  that  the  provision  ought  to  be  so 
nndentood  as  to  prevent,  if  necessary,  an  anticipation  of  the 
daties  by  Treasury  drafts  receivalile  at  the  several  custom- 
houses.   And,  if  it  ought  not  to  be  understood  in  this 
MDse,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  principle  of  a  different 
MDttruetion  would  extend  to  the  permitting  the  receipt  of 
fhs  notes  of  public  banks  issued  on  a  apecie  fund.     Unless 
it  can  be  supposed  that  the  exchanging  of  specie,  after  it 
^  been  received  for  bank  notes,  to  be  remitted  to  the 
^fWasury,  is  also  interdictfd^  it  seems  difiicult  to  conclude 
that  the  receipt  of  them,  in  the  first  instance,  is  forbidden. 
8ach  were  the  reflections  of  the  Secretary  with  regard 
to  the  authority  to  permit  bank  notes  to  be  taken  in  pay- 
neat  of  the  duties.     The  expediency  of  doing  il  appeared 
to  him  to  be  still  less  questionable.     The  extension  of  their 
arculation  by  the  measure  is  calculated  to  increase  both  the 
ibility  and  the  inclination  of  the  banks  to  aid  the  Government 
ft  also  accelerates  the  command  of  the  product  of  the  reve* 
lues  for  the  puMic  service,  and  it  facilitates  the  payment  of 
he  duties.     It  has  the  fintt  effect,  because  the  course  of 
business  occasions  the  notes  to  be  sent  beforehand  to  die- 
int  places,  and  being  ready  on  the  spot,  either  for  paj- 
aent  or  exchange,  the  first  post  after  the  duties  become 
arable,  or  are-  received,  conveys  them  to  the  Treasury, 
rbesnbstitation  of  Treasury  drafts,  anticipating  the  duties, 
ould  hardly^be  made  without  some  sacrifice  on  the  part 
>f  the  public ;  as  they  would  be  drawn  upon  time,  and 
pon  the  expectation  of  funds  to  be  collected,  and,  of 
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course,  contingent,  it  is  not  probable  that  they  would  ob- 
tain a  ready  sale,  bat  at  a  discount,  or  upon  long  credit. 
As  they  would  also  be  more  or  less  liable  to  accident, 
from  the  failure  of  expected  paymento,  there  would  be 
continually  a  degree  of  hasard  to  public  credit.  And,  to 
other  considerations,  it  may  be  added,  that  the  praetioa  of 
anticipations  of  this  kind  is,  in  ito  nacore,  so  capable  of 
abuse,  as  to  render  it  an  Ineligible  instrument  of  admin- 
istration in  ordinary  cases,  and  fit  only  for  times  of  necessity. 

If  the  idea  of  anticipation  should  be  excluded,  then  the 
relying  wholly  upon  Treasury  drafts  would  be  productive 
of  considerable  delay.  The  knowledge  that  fands  were  in 
hand  must  pteeede  the  issuing  of  them ;  here  would,  oi 
coarse,  be  some  loas  of  time.  And  as  the  moment  of  de-» 
mand,  created  by  the  course  of  business,  would  frequently 
elapse,  there  would  as  frequently  be  a  further  loss  of  time 
in  waiting  for  a  new  demand.  In  such  intervals  the  pub- 
lic service  would  suffer,  the  specie  would  be  locked  up,, 
and  circulation  cheeked.  Bank  notes  being  a  convenient 
species  of  money,  whatever  increases  their  circulation  in- 
creases the  quantity  of  current  money.  Hence,  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  is  doubly  promoted  by  their  aid ;  they  at 
once  add  to  the  quantity  of  medium,  and  serve  to  prevent 
the  stagnation  of  specie. 

The  tendency  of  the  measure  to  lessen  the  necessity  ol 
drawing  specie  from  distant  places  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, resulta  from  the  foregoing  considerations.'  The' 
slow  operation  of  Treasury  dtafU  would  frequently  involve 
a  necessity  of  bringing  on  specie  to  answer  the  exigencies 
of  Government ;  the  avoiding  of  which  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, in  the  particular  situation  of  this  country,  need  not  be 
insisted  upon. 

I. 

Tnaasvar  DsPAaTMavT,  May  — >  1837. 

Sir  :  As  the  painful  information  has  reached  this  De- 
partment, through  the  public  press,  that  your  bank  has 
suspended  specie  paymento,  the  object  of  this  letter  is  io 
learn,  officially,  if  that  fact  has  happened  ;  and  to  reoetve^ 
such  explanations  oonoerning  the  reasons  for  it,  and  the 
future  course  of  your  business,  as  it  will  be  apparent  are 
so  important  for  this  Department  to  know,  under  the  exist- 
ing liabilities  and  relations  t>etween  you  and  the  Government. 

While^  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  deemed  proper  that  such 
indulgences  should  be  granted  by  this  Department  to  Its 
former  fiscal  agents  as  they  may  request,  consistently  with' 
the  laws  and  with  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury ;  it  must 
be  apparent,  on  the  other  hand,  that  nothing  can  be  grant- 
ed which  is  likely  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  public  funds 
and  other  important  public  interesta. 

Theimperative  provisions  of  the  act  of  June,  1886,  make 
it  the  duty  of  this  Department  to  discontinue  ordering  any 
further  sums  of  public  money  to  be  placed  with  the  deiiosite 
banks,  after  suspending  specie  payments.  And  hence  you 
are  notified  that  no  more  can  be  thus  deposited  in  your  in- 
stitution, provided  such  a  failure  to  redeem  your  notes  has 
actually  occurred. 

It  is  else  made  my  duty  as  soon  as  practicable  to  select 
other  depositories,  and  place  with  them  the  money  of  the 
United  States  in  your  possession,  as  well  as  the  sccruing 
revenue ;  but  the  Department  will  endeavor  to  draw  out 
the  funda  in  your  hands  by  warranto  and  transfers,  resson- 
able  in  their  amount  and  in  the  periods  of  their  payment. 
Soch  warranto  and  transl'ers,  it  is  trusted,  you  will  at  all 
times  be  anxious  and  able  to  meet,  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  all  concerned ;  not  only  with  a  view  to  fulfil  faithfully 
your  contract,  and  relieve  the  Treasury  and  ito  creditors 
from  embarrassment  and  losses,  but  te  exonerate  yourselves 
and  suretiesfrom  consequences  equally  injurious,  inevitable, 
and  unpleasant. 

I  trust,  further,  that  you  will  continue  to  regard  it  your 
duty,  while  any  public  money  remains  in  your  possession. 
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to  forward  regularly,  all  the  returni  and  itatementa  which 
are  required  by  your  agreementr^the  mutual  advantages 
from  doing  which  cannot  fail  to  be  obvious. 

The  Department  will  also  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will 
furnish,  as  early  as  practicable,  replies  to  the  two  following 
inquiries,  in  order  that  it  may  be  in  possession  of  such  in- 
telligence from  you,  in  an  authentic  form,  as  will  be  uMful 
to  the  community  and  the  States,  and  very  material  for 
regulating  properly  the  future  measures  of  the  Treasury. 
Tho«e  inquiries  are^- 

1  St.  Whether  you  expect  to  resume  specie  payments  soon, 
and  what  mode  you'propose  to  take  fully  and  seasonably  to 
indemnify,  secure,  and  satisfy  the  Government  and  the  pub- 
lic creditors  for  any  breach  of  your  agreement  and  bond  t 

8d.  Whether,  if  you  do  not  expect  to  resume  specie 
payments  soon,  any  particular  time  for  it  hereafter  has  been 
yet  decided  on,  and  what  special  efforts  or  arrangements 
yott  intend  to  make  for  that  very  important  object  1 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treaewy, 

To  the  CASBiaa  of  the Bank. 

K. 

List  of  depoeite  banks  discontinued  under  the  depotite 

act  of  June^  1836. 
Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine. 
Maine  Bank,  Portland,  Maine. 
Cumberland  Bank,  Portlaod,  Maine. 
Granite  Bank,  Augusts,  Maine. 
York  Bank,  Saco,  Maine. 

New  Hamp«hire  Bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Portsmouth  Bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Piscataqua  Bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Merrimack  County  Bank,  Concord,  New  Hampshire. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  Concord,  New  Hampshire. 
Merchants'  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Commonwealth  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Franklin  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Fulton  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Hancock  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
PhoDniz  Bank,  Charolstown,  Massachusetts. 
Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont 
Bank  of  Windsor,  Windsor,  Vermont. 
Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich,  Connecticut 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven,  Connecticut 
Arcade  Bank,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 
Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank,  Albany,  New  York. 
Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Bank  of  America,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Seventh  Ward  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Lafayette  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Phosniz  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,  New  Yoik,  N.  Y. 
Tradesmen's  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Dry  Dock  Company,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Merchants'  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Union  Dank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
National  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Merchanto'  Exchange  Banl^  New  Yoik,  N.  Y. 
Brooklyn  Bank,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
Commercial  Bank,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
Troy  Bank,  Troy,  New  York. 
Trenton  Banking  Company,  New  Jersey. 
State  Bank,  Newark,  New  Jersey. 
Stste  Bank,  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey. 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
Moyamensing  Bank,  Pluliidcl|*hia,  Pennsylvania. 


Merchants  and  Maoufacturcrs'  Bank,  Pittibiini  Ft. 
Bank  of  Wilmington  and  Brandy  wine,  Wilmiogton,  Del 
Bank  of  Delaware,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 
Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  Baltimore^  Maiyknd. 
Franklin  Bsnk,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Bank  of  Metropolis,  District  of  Columbia. 
Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Virginia. 
Farmer's  Bsnk  of  Virginia,  at  Richmond,  Virginia. 
Bank  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigb,  N.  CiniiBL 
Planters  and  Mechanica'  Bank,  Charkaton,  South  Candiiii. 
Bank  of  Charleston,  Charlesioo,  South  Oarolioi. 
Bank  of  Augusta,  Georgia. 
Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alaliama. 
Union  Bank,  of  Louisiana,  and  branches,  New  OrleuM^  U 
Commercial  Bank,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 
Planters' Bank  of  Missisaippi,  and  branches,  Nslckn,Mi» 
Agricultural  Bank,  and  branches,  Natchez,  Miiii«ipii 
Union  Bank  of  Tennessee,  Nashville,  Tenneiaee. 
Planters*  Bank  and  branches,  Nashville,  Tennenee. 
Bsnk  of  Kentucky  and  branches^  Louisville,  Krataekr. 
Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  at  Lexington,  andlnD^it 

Louisville,  Kentucky. 
Clinton  Bsnk  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Franklin  Bsnk  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Bank  of  Chillioothe,  Ohio. 
Franklin  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohm. 
Agency  of  Commercial  Bank,  at  St.  Louis,  Mlnoan. 
Bank  of  Zanesville,  Ohio. 
Bank  of  Wooster,  Ohio. 

Commercial  Bank  of  LaKe  Erie  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Bank  of  Cleveland  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
State  Bank  of  Indiana,  IndianapoKs,  Indiana. 
Illinois  Bank,  at  Shawneetown,  Illinois. 
Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit,  Michigan. 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Detroit,  Miehigtft. 
*Bank  of  River  Raisin,  Michigan. 

L. 

Lm/  qf  present  deposite  banks  under  the  ad  ofJvm^  1^* 

People's  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine. 
fBiooklyn  Bank,  Brooklyn,  New  Yoit. 
Planters'  Bank  oif  Georgia,  Savannah,  Georgia. 
Insurance  Bsnk  of  Columbus,  Craorgia. 
Louisville  Savings  Institution,  Kentucky. 
Bank  of  the  State  of  Miaaouri,  St.  Louis. 

M.  1. 

7b  Collectors  of  the  Customs. 

TftKABcaT  DnAttTUEur,  May  1S|  1837. 
If  the  bank  where  you  depoaite  ahouhl  sospend  fpooi 
payments,  you  will  yourself  collect  and  keep  siMy  !> 
your  own  hands,  the  public  money  for  all  datifi  it  to« 
port,  until  furthc^  din^ionsare  given  toyonbythii^ 
partment  how  to  deposite,  transfer,  or  pay  it  Yos  nad 
of  course,  continue  to  adhere  to  the  existing  la wi  of  Cqi* 
grass,  and  the  former  instructions  of  the  Tressnryi  ia  ^ 
spect  to  the  kind  of  money  receivable  fur  cuftons;  nA^ 
which  it  is  understood  to  be  your  duty  to  require  piyaMflU 
to  be  made  in  specie,  or  the  notes  of  specie-paying  ^ 
that  are  at  par.  LEVI  WOODBURTi 

Secretary  of  the  Trtm^ 

M.  2. 

Cijcular  to  Receivers  of  Public  Moneyt. 

Tbsasuht  DxpABTXxirr  May  1%  IW . 

If  the  bank  where  you  depoaite  ahould  suspend  «f*ci 

payments,  you  will  keep  in  your  own  bonds,' saftl.ff  tk 

public  money  you  have  in  possession,  or  may  bemAer  re 

*  Disconiiiiued  hy  its  request,  before  the  suspensioo  of  specie  p*] 
inrnia. 
t  Eleappointed  when  rasumsd  specie  jnajFinoiiu. 
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eate,  till  forther  diraetionf  are  gitvn  to  you  bj  thii  De- 
parUMiit  how  to  depotite,  trautfer,  or  pay  it,  or  any  por- 
tion of  it. 

Too  will  report  to  thti  Department,  weekly,  the  amonnt 
oa  btfd.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

SeareUury  of  the  Treoiury* 

N. 
Catuktr  inHrutHons  to  Collectors  of  the  Cuetome  and 
Beeeivere  oj  PuUU  Money. 

TmiAevBT  DirAmTXEHT,  June  0,  18S7. 

8ib:  Should  all  the  banka  in  your  Ticinily  selected  as 
depontoriet  of  the  public  money  have  luapended  apecie 
ptyoMnli  It  any  time,  eo  that  you  can  no  longer  legally 
d^te  in  them,  aa  oaual,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treaeurer, 
iH  jroblie  moneya  received  by  you,  except  euch  euma  ae 
my  be  required  to  meet  the  current  expeneea  of  your  of 
ftee,  the  pajpiuent  of  debenture  cirtiticatee  by  collector!,  d^c. 
ia  other  wonle,  the  sums  you  would  formerly  have  placed 
io  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treoaurer  of  tbo  Uniied  tftates, 
vqIJ,  under  the  pratfcnt  arrangementi,  be  placed  to  hie 
credit,  In  a  aeparate  account,  on  the  booka  of  your  office. 
Tbtj  will  be  drawn  for,  by  him,  in  the  following  manner, 
nd  no  other : 

lit  By  the  Treaauier'a  draft  on  the  officer  having  funda 
10  his  credit  directing  the  payment ;  which  draft  will  be  re- 
eonled  by  the  RegiaUr  of  the  Treaaury,  who  will  authenti- 
cate the  record  by  bia  aignatore.  A  private  letter  of  ad- 
vice will  be  tranamitted  by  the  Treaeurer  in  each  caae. 

td.  By  atranafer  draft,  aigned  aa  above,  and  approved  by 
the  Hgnature  of  the  decrelary  of  the  Treaauty,  for  the  pur- 
poie  of  tranaferring  funda  to  aome  other  point  where  they 
naj  be  lequiml  for  the  eervice  oi'  the  Government. 

No  deduction  whatever  ie  to  be  made  from  the  moneya 
phoed  by  you  to  the  credit  of  the  Treaeurer,  except  in  one 
of  ihoN  two  modea,  until  they  can  be  lodged  by  you  with 
Mae  legal  drpoaitory. 

On  payment  of  any  draft,  the  party  to  whom  it  ia  paid 
will  receipt  tt.  You  will  note  on  it  the  day  of  peyment, 
will  cbaige  it  on  the  aame  day  to  the  Treaeurer,  and  will 
tammit  it  to  him  with  the  return  of  hie  account  in  which 
hie  chaiged.  In  charging  theae  paymenta,  it  wilt  be  proper 
l»  enter  cech  draft  aeparately,  and  to  atate  the  number  and 
kiad  of  draft,  whether  transfer,  or  on  Treaaury,  War,  or 
Ntvy  warranta,  and  the  amount 

h  ii  alao  neceoMry  that  the  Treaeurer*a  ecoount  \m  doeed 
tpee%,  with  the  conclusion  <>f  >!$aturday'a  bu«ineee,  and 
iMoecripta  ihere*if  forwarded  in  duplicate— one  copy  to  the 
Beciettfyof  ibe  Treaaury,  and  one  to  the  Treaeurer. 
When  the  quarter  of  the  year  lerminatea  ou  any  other  day 
«f  the  week,  the  account  ahould  be  doeed  on  the  laat  day  of 
ihi  quartern-living  for  an  additional  return  Uie  trauaac- 
lioot  from  that  tame  to  the  doae  of  the  week :  9o  that 
Milker  tba  receipu  nor  paymenu  of  different  quartera  be 
Ifthidcd  in  one  iwtorO.     Punctuality  in  tranamitting  the 

Mom  ie  indiapenaable.  ^  , 

To  prodooe  uni^rmtty  in  tiie  manner  of  making  the  re- 
tonieofihe  Treaaurer'a  account,  a  form  ie  herewitli  irana- 
•uttfd.  For  the  purpooo  of  binding,  it  ie  reqoeeted  that 
^  be  made  on  paper  of  nearly  the  anmc  aixe.  Your 
^mihly  retuma  muat  be  rendered  to  the  Department  aa 
Weiof  iro.  ,      . . 

When  the  public  money  ahall  have  accumulated  in  your 

hwde  to  an  amount  exceeding dollara,  you  can  make 

•  ipecial  d-poaite  of  the  aame,  in  your  name,  for  aafo  keep- 
*g,  in  the  neareat  bank  in  which  you  have  heretofore  de- 
bated the  public  money,  and  which  will  rei:eive  the  aame, 
^  be  held  by  it,  apecially  aul^ect  to  the  payment  of  checka 
«dnfU  drawn  by  tba  Treaeurer  of  the  United  tftatee  on 
the  officer  by  whom  the  aame  hea  been  deposited. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Seerttary  of  the  Treasury . 


O. 

Extract  from  Treasury  report,  April  22d,  1790,  to  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives. 

Ae  connected  with  the  difficultiea  that  have  occurred 
in  the  execution  of  the  lawe,  which  ie  the  enbject  of  thie 
report,  the  Secretary  beca  leave,  in  the  laat  place,  to  men- 
tion the  want  of  an  officer  in  each  State,  or  other  conaider- 
able  aubdivielon  of  the  United  Statea,  having  the  general 
superintendence  of  all  the  officera  of  the  revenue  within 
euch  State  or  euch  divieton. 

Among  the  inconveniencea  attending  it,  is  a  great  diffi- 
culty in  drawing  from  the  more  remote  ports  the  moneya 
which  are  there  collected.  Ae  the  cooree  of  baaineee  cre- 
ates little  or  no  demand  at  the  seat  of  Government,  or  in 
its  vicinity,  for  drafta  upon  euch  placee,  negotiations,  in 
thie  way  are  dtber  Tery  dilatory  or  impracticable ;  ndlher 
doea  the  circulation  of  bank  paper,  from  the  eame  cauee^ 
extend  to  them.  This  embarraeament  would  lie  remedied 
by  having  one  peraon  in  each  Stete,  or  in  a  dtatrict  of  the 
United  Statea  of  convenient  extent,  charged  with  the  re- 
ceipt of  all  the  moneys  arising  within  it,  and  placed,  in 
point  of  residence,  where  there  was  the  greateat  intercouree 
with  the  eeat  of  Government.  Thie  would  greatly  fadli- 
tate  negotiations  between  the  Treasury  and  distent  parte  of 
the  Union,  and  would  contribute  to  lessening  the  necesaity 
of  the  tranaportetion  of  apecie. 

P. 

Statement  of  the  number  and  amount  of  warrants  drawn 
on  the  United  States  Bank  and  brandies,  and  the  other 
banks,  which  were  depositories  of  the  public  moneys^ 
during  the  year  ending  December  81,  1834. 


EASTERN 

STATES. 

Place. 

No.  of  war- 
nnte. 

AmouDU 

Portland     - 

76 

$143,080  00 

Portemoath 

- 

- 

48 

145,753  00 

Boatoa 

. 

- 

396 

3,610,636  00 

Salem 

. 

- 

16 

56,960  00 

ProTidence  - 

. 

- 

30 

86,685  00 

Newport     - 

• 

- 

15 

16,734  00 

Brietol,  Rhode  leland 

m 

U 

43,379  00 

Hartford     - 

- 

- 

U 

139,490  00 

Mifldletown,  Connecticut 

- 

10 

3,315  00 

New  Haven 

. 

. 

43 

64,888  00 

Burlington  - 

41 

78,885  00 

603 

3,337,036  00 

New  London 

- 

• 

- 

- 

Bath 

- 

— 

* 

" 

MIDDLE  STATES. 

New  York  - 

. 

874 

$6,375,038  00 

Utica 

. 

13 

8,378  00 

Buffilo 

m                                • 

31 

0,490  00 

Philaddphia 

»                                 • 

438 

5,156,461  00 

Harrieburg 

- 

1 

8  00 

Pitteborg    - 

- 

76 

88,978  00 

Baltimore    - 

m                             * 

337 

689,838  00 

Washington 

- 

1,458 

4,163,631  00 

Georgetown 

- 

I 

60,000  00 

Alexandria  • 

10 

3,041  00 

8,130 

16,458,848  00 

Albany 

m                             m 

- 

— 

NewcasUe  - 
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SOUTHERN 

STATES. 

Richmond  - 

^                            • 

76 

$19^368  00 

Norfolk      - 

- 

111 

606»744  00 

Petenbarg  - 

• 

4 

11,104  00 

F«yetteviUe»  Norib  Cvolina 

44 

71,766  00 

CbarUflOD,  Sotttb  Carolioft  - 

162 

844,378  00 

8avaiui«h   - 

- 

63 

164,370  00 

Aofiift^     - 

m                                  * 

10 

4,162  00 

469 

1,488,792  00 

Frtdftrickibiug 

- 

- 

- 

Lyncbborg 

^                                    « 

" 

■ 

SOUTHWESTERN  STATES. 


Mobile 
New  Orletne 
Netcbei     ^. 
NathvUle  '  - 


Columbus  Miesiieippi 


128 

193 

62 

63 


436 


$640,174  00 
988,661  00 
161,633  00 
116,931  00 


1,796,289  00 


WSSTBaN  STATES. 


St.  Louif    - 

^ 

*i 

Ill 

$54S,t9l  M 

Loaiarilte   - 

- 

- 

47 

tll,S48M 

Lexington  - 

- 

• 

13 

84,41t  N 

Cincinnati  - 

- 

- 

96 

632,971  00 

Detroit 

• 

116 

6U,409  00 

383 

l,89S,3S3  00 

SUMMARY. 


Eeeteni  Slalee 

603 

|3,t77,ftM  90 

Middle  Statee 

3,129 

16,46t,8tt  00 

Soothem  Statee 

469 

1,486,798  00 

Soathweetern  StAtee 

426 

1,798,880  00 

WeitemStetee 

883 
4,999 

1,898,888  00 

86,008,888  00 

Average  about  $6,000  for  each  warrant 
Not  1  per  each  day  in  each  State. 
Not  1  per  each  week  in  aome  States. 
About  4  each  day  in  Waahinaton  city. 
About  2  each  day  in  New  York. 
Not  over  1  each  day  eliewhere  in  any  cue 


Comparative  condition  ofdepoeiit  bankt  in  certain  partieulara  m  November,  1836,  and  in  March,  Maif,Julii,  ^ 

Auguetf  1837. 


IMMEDIATE  MEANS. 

Specie      -  - 

Notes  of  other  banks 
Due  from  other  banks 


IMMEDIATE  LIABILITIES. 

Circulation  .  -  - 

Due  to  banks        ... 
1    .  "y  Treaaurer  of  the  U.  States  - 
§*S  CPttblic  officers 
A  B  3  Private  deposites    - 


All  discounts 


1st  Nov.,  1836. 


$16,620,203 
16,412,324 
26,662,669 


68,696,196 


41,482,897 
24,083,161 
46,069,689 
4,818,446 
26,673,479 


141,617,622 


lat  Mar.,  1837. 


$16,312,892 
17,671,447 
26,299,066 


68,288,395 


44,827,696 
26^268,412 
88,960,294 
6,360,464 
29,067,429 


146,864,184 


171,287,064 


lat  May,  1887. 


$18,381,610 
11,484,769 
22,626,361 


47,342,730 


1st  July,  1837. 


37,617,795 
24,690,246 
26,862,006 
6,964,052 
80,776,428 


126,109,626 


164,227,992 


$11,429,012 
10,888,914 
22,480,627 


44,198,668 


81,779,874 
28,666,746 
21,039,826 
6,121,444 
30,112,970 


111,719,369 


189,718,623 


I6thAi«.,1897. 


|lO,M0,410 

9,548,490 

94,688,001 


44,808,848 


88,886,001 
26,083,891 
18,944»00l 
4,674,010 
29,498,111 


104,780.Tj> 
130,697,l« 


Condition  of  the  depoeite  banke  on  or  about  June  16,  1637,  m  different  oeetione  cfthe  country. 


REeiON  IN  WHICH  SITUATED. 


JOawBncUnd  States         .         .  .  . 

JimwYA 

K.  Jeney,  Penn.,  DeUware,  MaiyUnd,  Dist  Col. 
Vlrainia,  N.  OMolina,  South  CsioUna,  Georgia 
AlSMaa,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Tenu 
Other  Wesiem  Suies,  incUidbig  Michigan 


Specie 


olh 


•673,816 
1,772,610 
744,657 
3,068,964 
1,168,028 
4,174,977 

10,601,936 


Notes  of 
erb'nks. 


Duebj 
other  b'nlts 


•1,085,811 

3,301^886 

1,393,342 

823,860 

654,149 

1,734,815 

8,892,463 


9,906,289 
1,977,316 
1,160,069 
3,604,913 
6,S0,176 

28,387,979 


Due  to 
other  b*nks. 


•LS43,997 
7V86r,943 


1,806,150 
6,676,364 
3,368,393 

23,337,784 


Private 

depoaites. 


ganiooii 

10,766^871 
8,497,014 
4,440,964 


3,738^988 

27,000,598 


Public 
officeES. 


•G23J064 
78(L7Q6 

1,7«8^ 
61W7 

1,3862P1 
386,730 


Treasurer 
oftfaeU.S 


61^6,00^ 


34,571,787 


Ctocnii' 
tloB. 


*4&i 
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Trtanutr's  wMf  atatement,  ghowing  the  amount  at  hie  credit  in  the  varioue  hanke  of  public  depmie  and  the  mtnt^ 
by  (he  reiume  received  to  Monday,  August  28,  1887,  the  amount  for  which  drafte  and  warrants  have  been  issued, 
md  were  then  unpaid,  and  the  amount  then  remaining  subject  to  his  draft. 


JkBctbuk 


iQ|.  19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

U 

SI 

19 

19 

19 

h)J 

8 

Ang 

.  19 

19 

6 

19 

S8 

IS 

SI 

19 

19 

19 

SI 

19 

SI 

IS 

SI 

S6 

J8 

19 

19 

19 

19 

12 

^ 

SO 

^• 

19 

19 

19 

16 

19 

19 

-r 

81 

* 

10 

S6 

S8 

28 

10 

Si 

^ 

SO 

«. 

10 

19 

21 

10 

12 

12 

12 

^ 

22 

■glut  5  1 

br 

81 

«Qlt  5  1 

lawbitbMks. 


Maine  Btak,  PorUuid,  Maine,    *  .  . 

Cumberluid  Bank,  do.     do.       » 

People's  Beak,  Bengor,  do.        - 

YoiIl  Bank,  Seco,  do.       • 

New  Hampehire  Bank,  Portemonlb,  N.  Hvnpehire 

Comtneroial  Bank,  do.  do. 

PortsflMnUi  Bank,  do.  do. 

Pisoatequa  Bank«  do.  do. 

MerrioMck  County  Bank,  Concord,  do. 

Mechanics*  Bank,  do.  do. 

Merchsnte'  Bank,  Boston,  Masaachusetta, 

Commonwealth  Bank,  do.  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  do.  do.        - 

Fulton  Bank,  do.  do. 

Bank  of  Baiiington,  Vermoot,     •  .  . 

Bank  of  Windaor,  Windsor,  Vermont,     - 

Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor,  Mains^ 

Metropolis.     Special^      .... 

Quinebanf  Bank,  Norwich,  Connecticot, 

Meehaiiica'  Bank,  New  Haven,   do. 

Arcade  Bank,  ProTideoce,  Rhode  Island,  - 

Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  Newport,  R.  Island,  - 

Mecbanio«'  and  Farmers'  Bank,  Albany,  N.  York, 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Manhattan  Company,  New  York, 
Bank  of  America,  do. 

Mechaniea'  Bank,  do. 

La%ette  Bank,  do. 

Phosniz  Bank,  do. 

TnkieaoMi's  Bank,  do. 

Dry  ]>ock  Company,  do. 

Merchant's  Bank,  do. 

Union  Bank,  do. 

National  Bank,  do. 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank, 
Brooklyn  Bank  at  Brooklyn, 
Commereial  Bank  at  Bufhlo, 
Troy  Bank  at  Troy,  New  York,  -  -  - 

Trenton  Banking  Company,  New  Jersey, 
State  Bank  at  Newark,  do 

State  bank  at  Elisabeth,  do 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
Moyamensing  Bank,  do  do         -  - 

Bank  of  Delaware,  at  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  - 
Franklin  Bank,  do  do 

Bank  of  the  Metropolii*,  District  of  Colambii^ 
Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Virginia,  - 
Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,     - 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond,  do 
Fanners'  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Winchenter,  do 
Bank  of  the  Stale  of  N.  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  - 
Planters  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Charleston,  8.  C.  - 
Bank  of  Charleston,  Charleston,  South  Carolina  - 
Planters'  Bank  of  Georgia,  Savannah,  Qeorgia,     - 
Bank  of  Augosta,  Georgia,  .  .  « 

fnaarance  Bank  of  Colnmbns  at  Colombos,  €hi.  - 
Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama, 
Union  Bank  of  Lonsiana  and  Branches,  N.  O.  La. 
Commercial  Bank,  New  Orleans,  Lonisiana, 
Plaatcm'  B'k  of  Miss,  and  br'chea,  Natchea,  Miss. 
Agricoltoral  Bank  and  hrandiefb  Natchci^  Misa.  - 


On  deposhe,  by  last 
retuns. 


$64,245  33 

23,860  16 

20,687  07 

82  42 

7,848  64 

28,777  81 

8,814  60 

22,678  46 

23,782  00 

22,276  00 

21,820  76 

24,020  08 

16,800  00 

17,730  87 

86  40 

603  16 

18,318  08 

140,641  82 

12,784  II 

18,846  07 

1,616  25 

8,816  61 

21,024  88 

226,880  02 

420,027  18 

266,044  82 

89,000  00 

8,438  08 

21,000  00 

40,000  00 

62,600  00 

62,768  03 

21,004  12 

16,000  00 

04,616  36 

00,613  76 

20  00 

24,756  60 

60,750  42 

20,000  00 

249,024  85 

6,621  67 

2,006  67 

210,293  06 

60,016  10 

*  2,162  83 

72,426  08 

174,006  76 

148,467  35 

7,336  88 

146,030  12 

60,646  78 

60,043  23 

130,066  17 

37,169  62 

6,035  00 

1,020,866  26 

686,066  05 

863,056  98 

806,808  67 

840,066  04 


Wanantfl  hareio- 

foie  drawn,  bet 

not  yet  paid  ihough 

pi^ls. 


$36,630  68 

15,260  00 

8,000  00 

82  42 

7,848  64 

20  00 

8,814  60 

10,148  06 

8,200  00 

0,700  00 

21,820  75 

18,286  87 

17.736  67 
86  48 

603  16 
16,160  00 

8,800  00 

14,030  00 

1,616  26 

301  66 

21,024  88 

187,600  07 

217,144  46 

278,886  66 

60,000  00 

8,438  08 

6,000  00 

20,000  00 

62,817  17 

36,080  00 

1,600  00 

15,000  00 

6,040  00 

87,776  8« 

20  00 

24,766  00 

26,044  00 

16,706  00 

169,866  08 

2,006  67 
86,8.36  28 
42,280  03 

2,163  70 

231  60 

11,666  86 

46,170  03 

7,836  88 
69,610  00 
60,404  T4 

61.737  12 
76,806  66 
87,169  62 

6,086  00 
213,082  60 

64,006  16 
234,178  46 

87,ri8  08 
170^6  00 


Sulilect  to  draft, 

•sclualTS  of  tnuis> 

feis,  not  enterad 

qjr  banks. 


#18,606  76 

8,600  15 

12,637  07 


28,767  81 

12,428  60 
16,632  00 
12,676  00 

6,684  01 
16,800  00 


3,168  08 

140,641  62 

4,804  11 

.8,016  07 

3,616  28 

88,180  86 
211,888  11 


15,000  00 
20,000  00 
10,182  83 
16,728  08 
20,494  12 

80,676  86 
61,837  88 

60 
24,T00  42 

3,204  00 
80,067  87 

6,621  87 

182,048  78 

18,870  16 

0  84 

72, 1 06  48 

188,840  40 

102,288  82 

88,420  12 
24t  04 

64,600  62 


806,028  67 
631,070  80 
620,778  63 
867,682  60 
e7S»*7(}  04 
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S6th  CoHG.  Iflt  8mi.] 


Report  on  the  Finmues, 


STATEMENT  R.— Continaed. 


Ikt«ofbuik 

InwhAlBanki. 

On  deposlte,  by  last 

Wamuiu  hersto* 
lore  drawn*  bm  not 

8tttrieatodnlei> 
cloMVfortnarfBsy 

rtiurot. 

rsturns. 

y«C  paid  Umogh 

payable. 

baaka. 

Aog.     IS 

Union  Bank  of  TennwsM,  Ntshville,     - 

843,885  61 

818,897  95 

28,987  N 

Planters'  Bank  and  brancbec,  NaabTillc,  Tenn.    - 

871,630  87 

883,459  34 

48,171  N 

Bank  of  Kentacky  and  brahcbea,  LoaUviUa,  K7.  - 

601,118  17 

69,151  26 

531,960  91 

Louisville  Bavingf  Institution,  Kentucky, 

86,463  84 

6,750  00 

78,718  M 

Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  LouisTiUe,  Keotocky 

106,881  45 

- 

106,831  45 

Do.                  do        LextngtoDy       do    - 

51,439  88 

60,000  00 

Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 

419  73 

889  78 

80  00 

Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus,  Ohioy 

58^631  83 

16,110  87 

86,581  M 

Bank  of  Chillicotbe,  Ohio,          ... 

198,888  00 

148,500  00 

58,388  00 

Franklin  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

403,108  18 

83,000  00 

870,103  10 

Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

847,941  54 

44,590  07 

803,851  47 

Agency  of  do.  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 

689,387  63 

857,804  10 

888,188  53 

Bank  of  Wooster,  Ohio,              ... 

44,881  06 

87,850  00 

10.97!  05 

Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie  at  Cleveland,  Ohio- 

60,688  75 

~ 

80,688  76 

Bank  of  Cleveland,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 

80,097  48 

13,811  58 

8,885  00 

Br.  of  State  Bank  of  Indiana  Indianopolis,  Ind.    - 

11,757  97 

680  98 

11,187  05 

Branch  of  State  Bank  of  Indiana  at  Madison  Ind.  - 

189,875  87 

- 

189.375  87 

Branch  of  State  Bank  at  New  Albany,  Indiana,  - 

849,808  83 

- 

849,808  H 

Branch  of  Sute  Bank,  at  Lawrenceburg,    do 

888,793  46 

684  08 

388,159  36 

Branch  of  State  Bank  at  Richmond,  Indiana, 

80,000  00 

.. 

80,000  00 

Illinois  Bank  at  Shawneetown,  Illinois,    - 

89,795  90 

870  60 

88,985  30 

Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit,  Michigan,     - 

681,998  88 

804,535  00 

417,458  tS 

Farroen  and  Mechanica'  Bank  of  Detroit,  Micht.  - 

876,057  68 

44,710  00 

881,847  61 

f6 

Mint  to  procure  metal  for  coining. 

885,875  00 

8,000  00 

888,875  00 

813,858,916  88 

88,877,468  19 

•$9,480,044  04 

*  In  consequence  of  outstanding  transfer  drafU  between  banks  not  yet  entered  upon  those  returns,  there  is  a  diftr- 
ence  between  this  sum  and  the  true  amount,  which  is  89,888,068  18.  Deducting  the  amount  of  State  trantfen  fir  thi 
third  instalment  issued  in  favor  of  the  Statea  and  unpaid,  which  is  |1, 165,575  88,  there  remains  in  the  baoki^  ni^ 
to  draft,  the  aum  of  89,166,498  85. 

TBiAtunn's  Orrxci,  Augtut  80,  1887.  JOHN  CAMPBELL. 


8. 

TasAiVBT  DsPAETMnrr, 

Afay  84,  1837. 
To  the  PnaiiDBirT  of  the  United  Statee: 

Sim :  In  conaequence  of  the  recent  suspension  of  specie 
paymenta  by  most  of  the  banks  in  which  the  disbursing  of- 
ficers of  the  Government  made  their  depositee  of  public 
money,  the  undersigned  has  deemed  it  proper  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  on  the  effect  of  that  meas- 
are  upon  those  depositee;  and,  in  consequence  thereof, 
•ubmiu  the  following  recommendstions  to  the  President: 

1st.  That  all  those  officers  be  instructed,  by  the  several 
departmenU  to  which  they  belong,  to  make  their  subse- 
quent depositee  in  those  banks  only  which  pay  specie,  if 
auch  can  eouveniently  be  resorted  to  for  that  purpose. 

8d.  That  in  the  event  of  their  being  none  such,  they  are 
to  be  instructed  to  deposite  in  those  banks  which  are  willing 
to  give,  and  do  give,  euch  written  obligation  as  the  nearest 
district  attorney  of  the  United  States  may  deem  sufficient 
and  safe  to  secure  the  return  of  the  depositee  punctually, 
when  wanted,  in  auch  kind  of  money  aa  was  placed  in  said 
banks;  and 

8d.  That  the  eziating  depoaitea  of  thoee  officers,  when- 
ever not  now  in  such  banks,  and  not  soon  expended,  be 
withdrawn,  and  placed  within  them  as  far  as  practicable. 

Reepectfully,  youra, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 

Approved :  M.  Vav  Bmisir,  Preeident, 

Let  a  copy  of  the  above  be  sent  to  each  department 

M.  VAN  BUREN,  Pnrident. 


Circular  to  eoltseton  ^the  euetonu  «md  rteeivtrM  ^fiJl^  **^ 

Tbbasobt  DB»Aatia»T,  iby  17, 18^ 

8nt :  Tou  will  raeelve,  enclnsed,  thv  blank  form  in  which  u»  I|<>; 
surer  of  the  Unhed  Suites  will,  hereafter,  lssu#  bis  draASf  ia  ceowa 
sums  for  parments  to  th^  crediturs  of  the  Oovanuneoit  •■"]»  2 
vances  raaoA,  in  punuance  of  law,  to  diabuislof  oAcMfi  y^^f 
signatum  of  the  Treasurer  and  Register  wriuen  un  Itf  bc^  w  !&»• 
mai  Ion  as  to  their  ha  id  writing.  .   . 

The  wanams  on  which  these  drsfls  may  be  Isned  will  he  iw! 
In  the  pnsspssioD  of  the  TrsHSurer ;  and  the  dnafts  will  he  duccttf  v 
payment*  either  to  a  cashier  of  a  bank,  a  collector  of  the  caiMM>" 
a  receiver  of  public  moneys,  aa  the  convenience  of  the  wr^i^  "^ 
require.  For  creater  aafny,  notice  will  be  given  bv  the  Tiwrimmi 
the  bank,  c«»llector,  or  receiver*  on  whom  they  shall  tje  arv^ntaajV 
the  date,  number,  and  amount  or  each  dfaft  drawn  on  ihem  iMpectrtcq* 
and  also  the  name  of  the  person  or  peisons  In  whose  bvor  ui'Tj'f 

If  the  drafts  on  the  banks  be  not  seasonablj  dischaifed  op  f^^ 
mnntythec'illftctnn  and  receivpn  ar^  nniupsied  to  red««i  IMO 17* 
ceivinc  th^m  In  payment  for  dutips  or  rablic  lands,  |«uvidN  Uai  "^ 
fore  they  shall  be  received  by  any  sucn  collector  or  leceiwr,  i  e^U 
caw  that  ihey  have  been  prnprly  nrespnied  to  the  liank,aiid  »*/""| 
shall  be  furnished.  Thie  certificate  will  be  f  iven  on  the  hsck  « tMi 
by  the  cashier  of  the  Iwnk  on  which  they  are  drawn ;  or,  on  n»"J| 
ure  10  give  such  certificate,  or  his  sifnaiure  not  beinr  ^'*1|?^ 
fl«Hl  to  the  collector  and  the  receiver,  the  Trpasum-  «*°f|i?"3 
States,  on  a  return  of  the  checks  to  him,  and  his  being  coaniw^ 
any  evidence,  that  the  bank  declines  10  pay  thmn  in  a  """"''Sa 
factory  to  the  holder,  will  himeelf  make  a  certificate  iherwo^waw 
will  Justify  the  aliove-named  officers  In  taking  them  up  in  the  nuu* 
taefire  d^acrlbed.  ...jwa  i 

The  drafts  so  received  by  yon  will  immediately  be  CAncelW  b^ 
cross  with  Ink.  on  their  face,  and  a  hole  cut  thinuf  h  ih*  cemrefliu^ 
Retaining  a  schedule  tA  the  numtieia  and  amooat  oifvB,7w>«»  1 
then  transmit  them,  weekly,  to  theTieNSurer  of  i^*F'r!i2^  ' 
and  thv  offlcera  by  whom  they  were  uken  up  will,  on  tn/Mr  ivcrwv} 
the  Treasnrer,  obuin  credits  In  their  accoums  with  ihe  «««»»" 
fHT  the  aufaiot  of  each  as  are  correct.    Y«ii  will  •i^oj^'^ll  I 
weekly,  a  staiemeut  of  the  gmss  amount  of  checks  iskea  np) «" 
the  groai  amount  of  money  on  hand.  ..  .^  -m  \ 

The  bankaon  which  these  checks  aw  drawn,  if  pying  ,u|^^ 
be  azpecied  10  aa  in  a  aimilar  manner  as  10  caacaUiag  aaii  icw"^ 
them  weekly  to  the  Trea8ur<>r.  ^.    ft\^»m% 

LEVI  WOOOBCIRY,  Seeniarf  ¥^  ^^^^"^ 
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[26th  C«ae.  1st  8m«. 


V. 

Trbahciit  Dbpabtxsitt,  July  3,  1637. 

9i%  I  R«pU«s  havJDg,  in  most  cases,  be«ii  rocciveU  to  my 
diteiar>  ■ddfosnJ  iu  May  last  to  the  cashiers'  of  those  de* 
poait*  banks  which  had  suspended  specie  payments,  I  now 
ffopo«0  to  submit  a  lew  remarks  to  your  consideration, 
growing  not  of  those  rtiplies,  and  out  of  events  which  have 
sidoa  tran^Mnd  in  connexion  with  your  relations  to  the 
Traaaoij  Depcnment. 

1.  It  adbrds  me  much  gratification  to  find,  so  far  as  re- 
gards Che  toquiry  concerning  payment  and  security,  a  great 
wiilinsaesa  expressed  to  make  the  United  States  amply 
lafe  lor  the  eventnai  payment  of  all  that  is  due,  and  a  strong 
eoQvtction  entertained  by  the  banks  that  no  loss  will  bo 
okioMCely  eB»(ained  by  tiM  Government.  But,  whenever 
nasonable  doubts  on  thid  subject  have  arisen  with  the  De« 
partmoQty  steps  have  been  taken  to  procure  additional  se- 
cority,  or  to  withdraw  the  public  funds  more  rapidly,  if 
pomible^  than  was  otherwise  intended.  And  a  part  of  the 
object  of  thia  eomiminieatioa  is  to  apprize  you  that  such 
will  be  the  eouise  which  a  sense  of  duty  must  require  me 
lo  coDtiniM  to  pursue  in  regard  to  any  bank  whose  condi" 
tioD  BMjr  appear  doubtful,  while  the  telation  of  debtor  and 
enditor  oxiats  between  it  and  the  Treasury. 

3.  Another  portion  of  diai  circular  communicated  in- 
tanation  eoncorning  the  lenient  mode  which,  under  the 
aavara  loaaas  ezperieneed  by  many  of  the  banks  from  mer- 
OHiliio  ftilnrai^  and  under  the  embarrassments  to  others, 
eansad  by  panic  and  want  of  confidence,  was  contemplated 
tp  be  adopted  in  recalling  the  public  funds.  That  mode 
by  such  moderate  drafia  and  transfers  as  the  puMic 
tJM  shooid,  from  thne  to  time,  demand;  and  an  ea^* 
raqoest  having  been  made  for  a  satisfactory  compUanco 
with  it  OB  the  part  of  the  banks,  assurances  have  generally 
bean  gtren  of  a  readiness  to  answisr  those  calls  with  prompt- 
ilade,  aocf  in  an  aoceptable^^nannor.  But,  though  it  is 
Ratifying  Co  add  thai,  in  most  cases,  these  assurances  have 
siaee  beoo  Ailfiiled,  and  aomething  like  three  millions  of 
doUaca  of  public  money  have  been  paid  over  by  the  discon- 
tinned  banks  since  the  ISth  of  May  last,  and,  in  a  few  in- 
0mH!ifm,  all  which  was  on  hand ;  and  tbongh  about  nine 
miiliona  more  are  ez^pected  to  bo  paid  early  in  July,  yet, 
in  aooM  cases,  proper  efibrta  and  aacrifices  do  not^  appear 
to  haw  been  made  to  discharge  their  important  obligationa 
0o  tho  Treasury.  In  such  cases,  and  espedaliy  where  the 
neglect  produced  serious  incontenienee  to  our  fiscsl  opera- 
tions, or  injury  to  the  public  credit,  the  Department  has 
fidt  cooapelled,  by  its  responsibility  to  the  Government,  to 
take  preparatoiy  measures  suitable  to  obtain  indemnity  for 
the  past,  and  enforce  tiiose  obligations  in  future.  It  will 
Ibel  obliged  to  adopt  such  measures  hereafter  in  all  similar 
insCaocca ;  and,  though  its  moderation  and  lenity  have  been, 
and  will  tie,  as  great  as  is  supposed  to  be  justifiable,  they 
moel  not  be  misconstroed  into  indiflerence  or  Ibrgetfulneee 
tt  what  is  due  as  well  from  the  banks  as  to  the  public 
oradtiore  and  the  United  States. 

The  location  of  several  of  the  banks,  and  the  small 
amount  of  public  money  in  their  possession,  will  ezem^it 
them  iVom  many  calls  at  present,  and  enable  them  easily 
to  meet  such  as  are  made.  But  the  situation  of  othen  will, 
under  all  )ust  forbesrance,  render  thecal  la  upon  them  more 
frequent  and  imperative,  and  will  require,  as  it  is  hoped 
Chey  will  receive,  a  correspondent  exertion  to  answer  them. 
9adkk  exertion,  it  is  believed,  will  in  the  end  be  far  better 
for  all  concerned,  though  accompanied  by  some  tempprary 
aBcrificee,  than  to  sofier  loss  of  character,  by  incurring  the 
inipotation  of  a  continued  violation  of  essential  duties,  and 
by  exposing  the  Treasury  to  embarrassment,  and  the  pub- 
lie  erediton  and  (^Bcers  to  severe  rnjufy. 

Th*  Department  cannot  recognise  the  riglit  of  any  for- 
depontoiy  to  be  exempted  from  paying  specie  to  the 
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public  creditor,  if  insisted  on  by  him ;  it  being  due,  in  both- 
honor  and  good  faith,  as  well  to  him  as  to  the  Treasury. 
It  is  true  that  the  difficulty  of  procuring  it  when  wanted 
has  been  somewhat  enhanced,  and  this,  at  the  time  when 
demands  for  it  are  increased,  and  the  ability  of  some  of  the 
banks  is  weakened  by  the  failures  of  some  of  their  custom- 
ers. But  these  are  obstacles  which  are  by  no  means  insu- 
perable, and  which,  when  occurring,  it  is  tho  duty,  and  it 
is  hoped  will  be  the  de^iire,  of  every  bank  to  make  efibrts  lo 
remove,  at  any  reasonable  expense  and  trouble. 

3.  The  returns  of  the  condition  of  the  selected  banks, 
which  were  requested  to  be  continued,  have  generally  been 
made  with  promptitude  and  regularity.  But  while  it  is 
very  satisfactory  to  sec,  in  most  cases,  a  reduction  in  dis- 
counts and  circulation,  and  which  course  is  the  moB^  ef- 
ficient to  cure  one  of  the  existing  evils  in  banking,  and  to 
enable  the  institutions  which  have  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments to  resume  them  at  an  early  duy,  and  with  much 
greater  safety,  it  is  regretted  that,  in  a  few  instances,  this 
course  has  not  been  adopted.  But  whenever  departed  from 
in  such  a  crisis,  the  ^roi  has  tended,  and  n»ust  tend  here- 
after, to  impair  the  confidence  of  the  Depattmeut  in  tho 
sound  management  of  the  institution,  and  to  justify  such 
stepe  as  may  lead  to  a  more  speedy  withdrawal  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  or  to  the  procurement  of  increased  security. 

4.  Such  a  departure,  also,  is  likely  to  debiy  tho  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments,  concerning  which  the  views  of  the 
former  deposite  banks  were  requested  in  that  circular,  and 
have  generally  been  since  presented.  Without  claiming 
the  right  to  ioterfere  on  this  subject  beyond  the  deep  solici- 
tude and  interest  felt  by  the  Treasury  Department  concern- 
ing the  condition  andxonduct  of  all  its  debtors,  and  beyond 
its  duty  vigilantly  to  examine  into  those  poinis  when  indul- 
gences are  sought  or  granted,  the  inquiries  before  mention- 
ed were  made  on  these  accounts  alone.  It  has  been  a  mat- 
ter of  regret  to  find,  in  most  of  the  explanations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  suspending  as  well  as  resuming  specie  payments, 
that  the  action  of  one  bank  has  been  made  to  depend  so 
exclusively  on  that  of  others.  The  location,  losses^  liabili- 
ties, and  means  of  the  banks,  were  and  still  are  very  dif- 
'forent  among  themselves,  as  well  as  in  difibront  quarters  of 

the  country.  In  illustration  of  this  remark,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  several  of  them,  as  in  the  Eastern  States  in 
1814,  have  actually  continued  to  pay  specie,  and  many 
others  appear  to  have  bad  ample  ability  to  do  it,  if  more 
courage,  energy,  and  independence  had  fortunately  been 
united  with  their  great  available  means.  Since  the  panic 
has  in  aome  degree  subsided,  and  the  opportunity  haa  been 
enjoyed  for  lesaening  balances,  discount^  and  circulation, 
and  when  so  much  more  can  be  done,  in  this  napecl,  with- 
out causing  distress,  in  consequence  of  the  diminished  busi- 
ness of  the  community,  and  the  smaller  demand  for  money, 
it  is  to  be  lamented  that  a  more  general  effort  has  not  been 
made  to  resume  specie  payments  at  the  earliest  day  practi- 
cable and  safe.  It  is  true  that  a  few  banke  very  commend* 
ably  have  already  resumed,  and  are  in  (he  successful  dis- 
charge of  their  plain  legal  obligations,  though  on  a  reduced 
scale  in  business  and  profits ;  and  that  others  are  efiiclently 
attempting  to  place  themielves  in  a  similar-position.  But, 
from  the  replies  to  my  inquiries,  the  inclination  aeeins  to 
be  too  prevalent  for  the  banks  in  one  city,  county.  State, 
or  large  region  of  country,  to  postpone  the  meaaure  till  all 
others  in  the  Union  are  ready  and  willing  to  unite.  Their 
positions,  in  various  respects,  are  essentially  unlike,  though 
in  general  veiy  strong.  The  condition  of  the  former  de- 
posite banks,  aa  a  whole,  is  believed  to  be  stronger  now,  as 
to  specie  compared  with  circulation,  or  immediate  means  to 
meet  immediate  liabilities,  so  aa  readily  to  sustain  specie 
payments  nnder  ordinary  circumstances,  than  has  been  the 
condition  of  all  the  banks  in  the  United  States  at  any  for- 
mer period  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  Tfaeir  specie, 
on  an  avcrogo,  is  aliout  one  to  three  of  their  circulation,  qnd 
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their  immediate  means  nearly  one  to  two  and  a  half  of  their 
immediate  liabilities.  But,  in  some  large  sections  of  coun- 
try, the  specie  is  in  a  ratio  qaite  30  per  cent,  greater,  while 
in  others  it  is  less.  The  want  of  confidence  in  some  places, 
and  the  eflfecta  of  losses  in  others,  and  which  constitute  the 
only  other  principal  differences  in  the  ability,  at  different 
periods,  to  sustain  such  payments,  have  not  extended  in 
the  same  degree  to  all  places,  and  have  already  diminished 
much  more  In  some  of  them  than  in  others. 

It  is  therefore  earnestly  hoped  that,  by  prudent  and  per- 
severing efforts,  a  resumption  of  specie  payments  can  be  ef- 
fected at  no  very  remote  day,  and  successfully  maintained 
by  many  of  those  institutions  indebted  to  the  Treasury. 
80  far  as  this  Department  has  power  to  encourage  such  ef- 
forts, it  has  done,  and  cheerfully  will  do  it,  while  the  ex- 
isting laws  remain  unrepealed,  by  giving  a  decided  prefer- 
ence for  holding  all  kinds  of  public  depositee  to  such  banks 
as  pay  s])ccie.  But,  beyond  that.  Congress  and  the  Stiites 
alone  can  lawfully  extend  other  assistance. 

You  will  more  readily  excuse  my  anxiety  on  this  topic, 
when,  besides  the  reasons  before  ^tctd,  you  are  assured  of 
the  strong  convictions  entertained  by  this  Department  that 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  as  aoon  as  it  can  be  ac- 
oomplisbed  by  any  reasonable  exertions  or  sacrifices,  would 
not  only  increase  the  fBLcililiei  of  our  fiscal  operations,  and 
much  promote  the  convenience  of  the  public  creditors,  but 
tend  to  remove  many  reproaches  from  the  banking  institu- 
tions themselvex,  and  to  preserve  a  strong  sense  of  moral 
obligation  to  discharge  faithfully,  so  far  as  able,  every  duty 
imposed  by  law. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  oflKe  Trtwmry. 

To  the  Cash  I  Kit  of    ' 


UNEXPENDED  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  iiiformaiion  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  tlie  11 M  instant,  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  ap- 
propriations of  the  past  and  the  present  years  remain- 
ing unexpended,  ^c.  September  16,  1837.  Read,  and 
,  laid  upon  the  table. 

TrRaSUBV  DaPARTMKlTT, 

September  l^,  ia37. 

81 R  :  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolution,  passed  on  tho  llth  instant : 

■<  Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected, with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  communicate  to 
this  HouAe  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  of  the  pant 
and  present  years  remaining  unexpended ;  the  amount  re- 
quired to  fulfil  all  existing  engagements  contracted  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  June  last,  and  all  existing  engagements 
contracted  since  that  time;  also,  the  amount  of  money 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  and  placed  in  the-  hands  of  dis- 
bursing officers  or  agents  on  the  first  day  of  May  ]a.«t  and 
at  the  present  time ;  and  that  he  also  report  what  objects  of 
public  expenditure  can  with  the  least  injury  to  the  public 
serrice  be  either  wholly  dispensed  with  during  the  present 
year,  or  bear  any  material  redifction." 

The  tabular  statement  annexed  shows,  as  desired,  <<  the 
amount  of  the  appropriations  of  the  pAst  and  present  vcars 
remahiing  unexpended"  to  be  $24,075,230  87.   (A.) 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  as  to  <*the  amount  of  money 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  and  placed  in  the  bands  of  dis- 
bursing ofiicera  or  agents  on  the  first  day  of  May  last,  and 
at  the  present  time,"  I  vvould  state  that,  at  the  former 
period,  it  appears  to  have  been  $5,264,052  05,  and  at  the 
latter  ^5,040,540  76.  ft  moy  be  useful  lo  add,  that  both 
sans  are  much  larger  than  they  would  otherwise  be,  in 


consequence  of  the  unusual  amouBt  of  depositee  by  oAcsn 
of  the  mint. 

In  relation  to  **  what  objects  of  public  expenditure  can, 
with  least  injury  to  the  public  service,  be  either  whefiy 
dispensed  with  during  the  present  year,  or  beer  eoy  metsrai 
reduction,"  t  wouid  oliserve  that  a  minute  end  crilissl 
oxarntnation  on  this  point  was  Instituted  in  May  lest  by  this 
Department. 

The  result  of  it  wes^  that  enough  could  and  would  bs 
postponed  till  next  yeer,  to  amount  lo  about  f  16, 000.OM. 

Consequently,  the  expenditures  during  the  present  year 
were  estimated  in  my  recent  report  upon  thet  besU.  After 
every  delay  of  them  which  the  public  interests  may  pennit, 
it  is  therefore  expected  that,  of  the  outstanding  eppropiie- 
tions,  now  exceeding  (^24,000,000,  not  much  over  nine 
millions  will  necessarily  be  requifed  to  lie  expended  during 
the  residue  of  the  year. 

Since  this  resolution  passed,  further  inquiries  on  lies 
point  were  instituted,  in  connexion  with  the  other  Depert^ 
ments  of  the  Government ;  but  the  result  cennet  lie  essen- 
tially varied  from  that  to  which  the  Dopertment  arrived 
last  spring. 

The  particular  heads  of  appropriations  thet  it  issoppesed 
need  not  and  will  not  be  expended  in  full  dwiBf  Ae  yeei^ 
and  the  amounts  under  each,  ere  veiy  numerous  end  dift> 
cult  to  be  prepared;  but,  if  desired,  will  be-euhntUed 
(hereafter)  with  as  little  deley  as  practicable. 

The  only  remaining  inqatry  is  « the  emooni  required  te 
fulfil  all  existing  engagements  contiected  prior  to  the  fim 
dsy  of  Jane  last,  and  all  existing  engagements  contrscslei 
since  that  time." 

Each  Department  has  been  requested  to  htmisb  e  sleU 
ment  on  this  subject  as  early  as  it  can  be  completed.  Bui 
some  delay  being  unavoidable,  it  bee  in  the  ineen  tiAe  been 
deemed  advisable  to  submit  immediately  theene«ie¥e  tothe 
other  portions  of  the  reeolution.  Those  stetamenta 
be  made  as  comprehensive  a^  poasilile,  but  can  of 
relate  to  only-  a  small  pert  of  the  whole  eppropriatieiit  ef 
Congress,  which  it  has  been  end  will  be  nccessayy  to  cff- 
pend  during  the  year.  AU  saleries  of  judicial,  execfilisi, 
or  other  oflioere^— the  expenses  of  foreign  inlercourse— 
the  pay  and  subsistence  in  botli  the  army  and  neey^-aR 
pensions-— all  Indian  ennuities— ell  private  hills  which 
passed-r.many  raisoelUneous  appropriationa,  with 
other  items— «tand  independent  of  eny  special 
or  contracts  made  by  eny  publie  oflSeer8,and  eennot  tksie- 
fore  enter  into  this  computation. 
RespectfuUv,  yours, 

LEVI   WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treesury. 

Hon.  ,1.  K.  PotK, 

Speaker  of  the  Route  of  RepreeentoHtee. 

A. 

StaUn^ni  of  the  amount  of  appropriations  of  the  pati 
and  present  years  remaining  unexpended  on  He  llth 
September,  1837,  incluhive^  agreeably  to  a  resobuHmia^ 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  lltk  insttt  tit.- 

Balances  of  approprietions  on  the  31st 

December,  1836,       -  -  -$16,752,293  09 

.Appropriations  made  at 
the  second  session  of 
tho   24th    Congress, 
exclusive  of  the  Post- 
office  Department,    -$28,575,837   10 

iiSpecific  and  indefinite 
appropriationa  .  made 
by  former  acts  of  Con* 
grces,  -  -      2,834,250  10 

31,400,087 


48,152,370 
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c^ 


[25th  Cosro.  1st  Scsg. 


Eipgnditarw  of  iha  United  BtalMjraai 
iIm  1st  January  to  the  11  th  September, 
1837,  -  .  .  -    24,077,031  22 


Laatiiig  balanees  of  appropriations,  1 1th 
Ssptember,  1887       -  -  .  $24,076,289  37 

TSIASURT  DcPAmTirsiT, 

RBGisTBm's  Orrics,  September  12,  183f . 

T.  L.  SMITH,  RegUter. 

PAY  MEMBERS  OF  C0[^0RE8S  IN  SPECIE,  &c. 

Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmUtirtg 
the  tnfirmation  required  ny  the  resolution  of  the  House 
ofRqtresentattves  oftheWth  instant,  in  reldiirm  to  the 
ofer  to  pay  members  of  Congress  in  specie,  ^c.  Sep- 
tember 16,  1837,^  read,  and  Su'd  upon  the  tabic. ' 

Tbsasubx  Dsfabtxext,  September  Vi,  1837. 

^ :  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
foUowiof  resolution,  passed  the  1 1th  insUnt  : 

*'Renhed,  ThM  the  Secretary  of  the  TrettMiry  report  to 

tiiii  House  whether  a  letter,  purporting  to  be  addrassed  by 

Um  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  oflfering  payment  in  specie 

to  OMDihsrs  of  Congress,  is  authentic;  if  so,  to  what  other 

dttiMntf  on  the  Treasury  a  similar  offer  has  been  made, 

ttd  what  priocsiple  of  discrimination,  if  any,  has  been 

Moptsd  in  the  m<edium  of  payment  to  the  public  creditors. 
Ako^ 

**Tliat  he  report,  so  far  as  now  ascertained,  the  amount 
M  fpede  received  by  the  Qovemment  since  the  first  day  of 
2^  last;  thesoa.roes  from  whence  derived,  end  the  amount 
nom  each;  the  regulations  under  which  the  same  or  any 
ptit  tlMraof  has  been  disbnraed ;  the  persons  to  whom  paid, 
>M  tile  same  pai«l  te.each ;  the  amount  now  on  hand,  and 
•J»e  deposited  s  also,  whether,  since  the  date  above,  the 
{NiblJcdiMs  or  ai^  portion  thereof  have  been  received  in  pro- 
tMt^l  araftsy  Of  any  funds  other  than  thoae  prescribed  by 
lbs  jsiol  resolution  of  the  30th  of  April,  1816." 

The6ist  inquiry  is,  <*  whether  a  leUer  purporting  to  be 

•ddreitedby  hiuB  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  offering  pay- 

jMU  in  spede  to  membeis  of  Congress,  is  outhentic'." 

Ths  QBdecaigneJ  did  address  a  letter  to  the  Clerk  of  the 

Hottis.of  Representatives,  «  copy  of  which  is  annexed, 

M^  't)  •Ad,  on  the  same  day,  another  letter  of  like  import 

'  to  the  Sseretary  of  the  Senate.     Neither  of  these  was  pub- 

^'M  by  this  Department,  but  being  on  the  subject  refer- 

>Bd  to,  though  no  date  is  given  in  the  reeolntion,  it  is  pre- 

"BB*d  the  first  one  is  that  the  authenticity  of  which  the 

Jtnleiffignad  is  requested  ofllicially  to  verify.    The  next  in- 

yntj  iflft  « to  what  other  claimanU  on  the  Treasury  a  sim- 

ilv  offer  has  been  made,  and  what  principle  of  discrimina- 

•  IMio,  if  any,  has  been  adopted  in  the  medium  of  payment 

lotbe  public  creditors."    In  reply  to  this  he  would  state, 

IPMnUy,  that  a  similar  ofier  to  fulfil  the  Uw,  by  paying 

™*udson  the  Treasury  in  specie,  when  preferred  to  bank 

PN^r,  haa  been  made  to  many  clairaants;  and,  thooglvnot 

*Uft  to  extend  it  to  all  immediately,  yet,  specie  being  by 

■^  promised  to  all  who  require  it,  the  Department  has 

"'B^usntiy  given  asaorancee  that  it  should  he  paid  to  alt  as 

Masasufliciencyeouiabeobtahied.  The  offer  of  it  has, 

Iwrafor^  been  enlarged  from  time  to  time^  corresponding 

*ith  the  increase  of  our  resources  in  specie,  so  as  to  em- 

^*Go  as  gnat  a  number  of  public  creditors  as  the  imme- 

wis  and  available  amount  of  such  resources  in  the  Treas- 

iiy  would  jiatfiy.     But  when,  by  the  stoppage  of  specie 

paymeots  on  the  part  of  the  banks  in  May  last,  and  by  the 

'•^algepces  ginnted  %A  the  mercbanU  in  postponing  the 

ftynient  of  their  bonds  for  duties,  sufficient  specie  could 

M  be  ubtaiacd  to  pay  all  the  public  claims  till  Congress 

^Mdd  fumiab  «d  1^  some  now  legal  .provisiont  i^  beeame 


indispensable  to  perform  the  disagreeable  task  of  making 
sdme  discrimination  in  paying  out  what  specie  the  Treasu- 
ry had ;  otherwise  the  Department  would  have  lieen  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  a  course  still  more  otijcctionable— a  gen- 
eral and  absolute  refusal  to  pay  the  specie  on  hand,  or 
which  might  be  collected,  to  any  public  creditor  whatever. 
As  the  acts  of  Congress  seemed  imperatively  to  require  that 
specie  or  its  equivalent  should  be  alone  paid  whenever  de- 
sired, if  it  could  be  procured,  such  a  refusal  would  have  in- 
volved the  Department  in -the  guilt  or  folly  of  paying  noth- 
ing in  conformity  to  law,  because  it  was  not  able  in  that 
manner  to  pay  every  thing.  It  would  have  viulated  the 
plain  and  imperalNo  directions  of  Congress  in  all  cases, 
and  where  no  necessity  existed  to  do  it,  and  no  inability  to 
obey  them  could  be  pretended,  because  that  necessity  and 
inability  happened  to  exist  in  some  cases,  and  only  to  a 
limited  extent;  consequently,  an  obligation  to  pay  the 
specie,  so  far  as  the  Department  was  able,  seemed  no  less 
reasonable  than  legal.  But  as  no  act  of  the  Legislature 
pointed  out  the  kind  of  discrimination  to  be  adopted  in  such 
sn  emergency,  it  became  indispensable  for  the  Department 
to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  on  the  whole  subject,  regu- 
lating it  by  the  circumstances  of  the  various  cases  and  the. 
straitened  extent  of  its  means.  This  was  done  by  miking 
the  offer  of  full  or  part  payment  when  it  appeared  to  be  re- 
required  by  the  peculiar  character  of  some  of  the  claims, 
the  usages  of  the  Department,  or  the  necessities  of  certain 
branches  of  the  public  service.  The  local-position  of  much 
of  the  specie  in  the  treasury,  in  respect  to  the  residence  of 
many  of  the  creditors j  furnished  in  some  cases  another 
guide.  But,  in  adopting  an  unavoidable  discrimination, 
the  endeavor  has  been  to  make  it  as  little  invidious  as  pos- 
sible, and,  in  no  caaes,  is  it  believed,  whatever  importuni- 
ties may  have  been  used,  have  any  such  payments  been 
made  out  of  the  I'reasury  to  officers  of  the  Government  in 
preference  to  other  public  creditors,  similarly  situated,  ex- 
cept it  be  in  a  few  instances,  to  defray  the  mere  travelling 
expenses  of  army  officers.  The  particular  classes  of  claim* 
ants  who  have  received  such  ofier«  and  such  payments^ 
when  desired,  and  the  particular  principles  of  discrimina- 
tion in  each  of  them,  will  be  exhibited  more  fully  in  the  fol- 
lowing statements. 

But,  in  order  to  understand  the  grounds  of  ihal  discrimi- 
nation, it  will  be  necessary  that  the  House  should  first  be 
apprized  of  the  general  situation  and  amount  of  the  specie 
which  the  Department  has  fortunately  been  able  to  com- 
mand, and  which  is  required  to  be  reported  by  the  laat 
branch  of  the  resolution. 

On  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  hanks  in 
May  last,  the  Treasurer  had  tn  the  mint  a  dcposite  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  metal  for  coining,  equal  to  about  a 
million  of  dollars.  [See  C.  ]  But  most  of  it  then  was, 
and  still  is,  in  use  for  thai  purpose,  and  for  other  operattona 
of  the  establishment,  so  as  to  leave  only  a  part  of  the  whole^ 
amounting  perhaps  to  one-fourth,  subject  to  be  drawn  out 
and  employed  foe  other  objects,  without  obstructing  or  de- 
feating the  original  design  of  Congress  and  the  Executive 
in  having  it  placed  there. 

The  amount  of  duties  paid  in  specie  since  May  has  not,  in 
consequence  of  indulgenees  granted  to  the  mercantile  intoi^ 
eat,  been  sufficient  to  defray  even  the  expenses  of  collecting 
it,  and  of  demands  by  the  merchant  on  their  debentures,  bat 
it  is  supposed  to  equal  about  five  hundred  thouaand  dol-^ 
lars,  and  that  portion  of  it  which  has  been  subject  to  drtflt^ 
being  about  one-fifth,  is  stated  with  all  the  particularity  and 
accuracy  now  attainable,  in  the  table  annexed.  [C]  The 
former  deposits  banks  which  continued  to  pay  specie  on  the 
eaatem  side  of  the  Allegany  mountains,  held  publie  money 
equalling  in  all  about  $300,000.  In  and  near  the  Atianltc^ 
there  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  patents,  for  somo 
of  the  interest  on  stocks  owned  by  the  Indians,  for  lep^ 
ments^  and  some  miaceUaneona  Itema,  with  wlAirt  the  di^ 
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eontinued  deposite  banks  were  induced  from  time  to  time  to 
transfer  to  Uie  Treasurer,  about  the  sura  of  $200,000. 
[See  C]  Of  this,  the  interest  on  lodiaa  stocks,  not  yet 
carried  into  the  Treasurer's  books,  is  near  $40,000.  The 
advances  or  payments  made  by  the  banks  on  drafts  to  iiuli* 
viduala,  have  been  eonsidereble ;  but,  as  hereafter  exploined, 
the  amount  is  entirely  conjectural,  and  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained without  much  delay.  The  transfers  to  tha  I'reas' 
luser  constituted  about  $130,000  of  the  above  aggregate. 
[8ee  C] 

On  the  other  side  of  the  AUeghaaies,  the  collections 
amounted  to  near  half  a  million,  which  were  in  hand  in 
specie  in  the  land  ofKces  when  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  b^nks  there  took  place.     Motice  was  pre- 
viously despatclied  to  ihem  by  this  Department  not  to  de* 
poaite  more  in  banks,  until  receiving  further  orders,  if  a 
aospension  took  place.     Other  collections,  to  a  consider- 
able amount,  continued  to  be  m%de  during  the  residue  of 
May,  and  since,  probably  equalling  one  million  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  more.   [C]  The  fiscal  means  of  pay- 
iag  in  specie  in  that  region,  and  especially  tlie  West,  were 
of  coucse  much  more  ample  than  elsewhere.    The  banks  in 
that  quarter  hare  also  frequently  paid  out  small  suma  in 
specie  since  May,  on  Treasury  drafts,  the  amount  of  which 
cannot  be  now  ascertained,  besides  in  several  instances,  as 
before  detailed,  making  transfers  of  it  to  the  Treasurer,  to 
aid  the  public  operations  on  the  seaboard.     Under  these 
circumstances,  and  in  all  the  United  States,  the  Depart- 
ment has  prolmbly,  since  the  middle  of  May,  paid  out  quite 
as  much  specie  tor  meeting  ordinary  expenditures  as  has 
been  demanded  for  that  purpose  during  many  periods  of 
aimilar  length  beftire  the  banks  suspended  specie  pay- 
ment.    By  condensing  these  views,  and  using  more  par- 
ticularity, it  appears,  and  is  f<tated  in  reply  to  several  in- 
quiries in  the  last  branch  of  the  resolution,  that,  since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  which  is  the  date  nearest  to 
the  first  oi  May  from  which  we  have  special  returns  of 
specie,  the  whole  amount  of  it  on  hand  applicable  to  gen- 
eral purposes  has  been  over  $3,000,000.     The  amount  for 
all  purposes  has  exceeded  $4,000,000,  including  that  in 
the  mint  and  the  custom-houses.     The  sources  from  which 
derived,  and  the  amount  from  each,  with  <*the  persons  to 
whom  paid,  and  the  sums  paid  to  each,"  are  also  detailed, 
aa  fares  now  ascertained  on  the  Treasuror*s  books,  and  in 
eonformity  to  the  resolution,  in  A  2,  B,  and  C.     So  far  as 
otherwise  known,  the  residue  of  the  receipts  not  appearing 
en  his  books,  is  given  in  the  above  statements,  and  the 
residue  of  the  payments  is  given  in  the  following  details. 
A  part  of  the  latter  are  included  in  the  payments  made  by 
the  collectors  of  the  custoroa  since  the  suspension  by  the 
banks,  and  not  on  drafu  of  the  Ti  eaaurer ;  and  which  pay- 
ments altogether  amounted,  as  asceitained  and  estimated, 
to  about  $1,600,000.     Of  this  sum  about  $950,000  have 
been  paid  for  debenturea,  and  $550,000  for  other  purposes, 
chiefly  connected  with  the  customs. 

The  portion  of  this  amount  which  has  lieeR  paid  in 
apeoie,  cannot,  however,  be  ascertained  from  the  returns 
received  at  the  Department  with  much  accuracy,  but  it  m 
estimated  at  half  a  million.  It  is  only  the  balanoe  after 
thcaa  paymenis,  and  sfier  what  ia  necessary  to  be  kept  on 
band  fur  similar  onea,  which  ia  reported  to  the  Treaauier 
as  subject  to  draft  for  ggperel  purposes. 

Similar  ranwrks  are  epplicaMe  to  the  payments,  aot  on 
drafts  of  the  Treasurer,  but  which  by  law  are  required  to  be 
firtt  made  at  the  land  offices,  of  the  current  expenses  of 
ooUection,  and  which  probably  have  equalled,  since  the 
middle  of  May,  $70,000. 

Frc»m  all  the  data  in  posaeesion  of  the  Department,  it  is 
computed  that  the  "  amount  now  un  hand,"  subject  to  the 
draft  of  the  Treasurer,  is  aliout  $3, 100,000  ;  and  all  of  it, 
eoMept  half  a  million  ef  what  is  in  the  mint,  may  be  con- 
aadecad  atf  availafale  Sot  pnbUc  porpoaaa. 


The  places  <«  where"  it  ia  «depoaiiad'*  afifwsrisAi 
same  documenta,  and  in  statement  D,  with  table  R  anDSud 
to  the  report  on  finances,  at  the  commeneemeAt  of  Ikffis* 
sent  session.  The  claases  of  persons  to  whom  it  wsipiidt 
and  «•  the  regulatious  under  which  the  saaM**  or  say  ynt 
thereof  has  been  disbursed,"  will  now  be  stated,  m  cm- 
nexion  with  the  grounds  or  *<  principle  of  discrimiBatiM* 
which  hss  been  adopted,  and  wfaidi,  by  the  lewlotien,  ii 
also  requested  to  be  stated. 

1 .  The  Department  at  first  ofiered  to  pay,  and  dUeiM 
to  be  paid,  when  desired,  in  specie,  the  debeatuns  of  tis 
merchante.  It  afterwarda  defrayed,  in  the  sane  vtj,«NM 
of  the  exfwnses  pertaining  to  the  custom-houses.  hiU 
this,  because,  as  before  staled^  those  cltf  ns  coald  kj  liv 
only  be  defrayed  from  the  accruing  revemie,  before  it  va 
carried  into  the  Treasury,  and  not  by  drafU  fren  the 
Treasury  itself;  and  that  revenue  was  conUnued  to  hii^ 
quired-  in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  It  has  pcrKvetcdiB 
discharging  those  claims  in  that  manner  till  not  only  ill ik 
specie  then  on  hand  and  since  eolleeied  for  dntietmiii 
several  plaoea  exhausted,  but  it  haa  caused  eonaidifaUi 
portions  of  monc'y,  before  collected  for  duties,  tefasicM- 
ed  to  the  collectors,  and  in  specie,  if  necessary,  in  ordtr, 
as  far  as  poesible,  with  promptitude  and  ia  a  Mtiifcctciy 
manoer,  to  discharge  the  pubkice  engagemeiHsaS'leiMa* 
tures  arid  other  current  expeaaea  ccB&ected  niih  the  col- 
lection of  duties. 

5.  The  salaries  of  all  the  land  ofitoai«i  and  Iht  «• 
penaes  of  collecting  the  proceeda  of  the  salas,  have  leil 
been  paid  in  specie^  on  the  sanae  prindpie;  astbeycsey 
legaUy  be  discharged,  not  in  drafts  arul  out  of  the  Tnii* 
ury,  but  only  from  the  accruing  receipla,  and  the  De^ 
ment  coBtintted  to  raquira  that  thaae  reeeiptaSheaU  btkt 
specie. 

3,  The  nMneya  refunded  from  tfaa  sales  of  ItodvlsA 
proved  to  lie  defactiva  in  litle^  or  erroneous^  wsri  sleo  peU 
back  to  the  purchaeera  in  apec&e,  not  only  bsfaasr  eoi^ 
ceived,  but  baeauae  it  had  been  ouaiomary  befoie  to  fpM 
drafts  for  the  amounts  on  land  oAeas  mtherthan  oabmla 

4.  The  fees  received  foe  patentaand  refunded  since  Miy 
have  alao,  ^hen  daaired,  baen  paid  back  in  spesl^  oe  a 
similar  ground  uf  diacriminatioil. 

6.  The  next  daetinci  and  very  large  class  of  deinah 
who  hava  been  so  paid,  is  the  Indians  and  those  eoassi- 
ed  with  their  afihirs.  A  portion  of  their  aanoiiks  tsl 
aupplies,  as  well  as  a  part  of  the  axpanaa  of  their  rtSMM 
had  in  former  years  been  paid  ia  apeoie,  and  it  wasdensl 
just  as  well  as  prudent  to  continue  this  practiee.  Iter  av 
it  inconvanieni"->the  amount  of  apeoie  in  the  Isad  «fi(* 
bein^  so  -large,  and  many  of  them  ao  wail  eituated  fa  io^ 
ilatiBg  the  object. 

6.  A  considerable  part  of  the  payment  fop  eertsroflHli 
stocks  bought  by  the  War  Dapertment,  for  invtstinmHl 
Indian  funds,  has,  on  a  similar  principle,  and  ts  MB' 
scrupulously  the  spirit  of  the  trust  oonfided  to  ths  Osswi 
ment,  been  thus  paid.  It  seamed  proper  also^  andertfal 
further  consideration  of  being  required  by  the  nstun  cf  (fo 
contract  for  purchasing  them. 

7.  This  Depaitmeni  has  also  ofiered  to  psy,  sad  ks 
paid  outp  whan  requested,  specie  for  all  daiawM  ^ 
Chickasaw  funda  uiider  its  peculiar^  charge,  andhasdosi 
it  on  the  ground  that  only  Mpecie  has  been  raeeivsd  is  ^ 
behalf  for  interest  on  the  6tata  atodta  purchased  Uf  lh^ 
and  for  the  ealce  of  their  landa. 

6.  Another  claaa  of  payments- haa  been  made  with  • 
view  to  secure,  aa  far  aa  practioabia,  the  efiieieBt  op«*^ 
tians  of  the  Sute,  War,  and  Navy  IMfmmtM,  ws*! 
the  great  amiiaffvassmsnta  incedeat  to  the  suepsariist « 
specie  payments  by  the  banks.  Hanna,  bills  af  sMbsBfl 
have  been  purchased  heva  with  apade,  and  ibe  W 
aeaaonably  renutted  to  our  aganta  abroad,  whess^ef  cssn^ 
bank  natqacanld  qot  b«  iissd»  for  tbf  putpcaaaf 


APPENDIX— 7\>  GaUt  ^  SsatorCs  RegUter. 


55 


*. 


Ffky  Memben  ef  dmgren  m  jjpeete,  ^c 


I    [S6thCo3ro.  IstSxM. 


^  ■ ' 


h6«B|WBMioftbe8tateD«pcttiiMnt  On  di«a«ii«prii>- 
ipiM!»  tbe  pimemar  tke  navy,  in  veMeUi  aboatto  mil  to 
Mfigs  atatioaa,  bava,  aa  was  before  thwal  and  indispensa* 
iK  without  great  delay  and  embarritamejii  to  Um  pablic 
•fviM,  bean  auppliad  wkh  Mifficiaot  apecia  to  defray  ne- 
Msary  ezpeniea  whaa  touching  at  intarmediate  port*. 
Pba  billa  of  azehanga  drawn  by  them  abroad  for  caih  and 
aarinoiM  fofiiiahfld  thera»  have  also,  on  the  same  principle, 
rbm  lequaetad,  bean  prompdy  paid  have  in  specie.  On  a 
ika  ptinripla^  as  well  as  to  prevent  serious  losses,  and  dis- 
ndit  lo  the  GoTeroment,  the  bills  drawn  by  pursers  on  the 
wry  ageau  abraad,  the  advances  made  by  those  agenU 
hes^  and  the  oentraeta  lo  furniah  them  money  here,  have 
ifl»  whso  damanded,  been  met  in  this  country  with  specie, 
t  will  be  the  endeavar  of  the  Departntent  that  tbey  shaM 
e  80  MMt  i«  fotara,  while  suitable  funds.remain  at  iu  dis- 


9.  fai  tfaie  domestic  operstiona  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
wtments,  as  well  as  in  carrying  on  the  public  works  not 
onoeetetl  with  them,  specie  has  likewise  been  occasionatly 
iimiiihed  to  fwaars,  paymasters,  and  other  agents,  to  ena- 
Is  them  to  Baaka  change  and  p^  small  sums  in  their  week- 
f  Mttlsmenli.  These  have  embraced  those  persons  in 
•Uis  employment,  whether  seamen,  soldiers,  laborers  or 
ihsia,at  Uio  yafde^  forts,  mid  other  places  in  which  nation- 
it  werke  vore  in  progroie.  In  several  cases,  the  firmer 
Ifenito  baoka  have  also  volunlarily  provided  a  sufficiency 
»r  thsss  parposea.  By  this  diserimi  nalion  much  inconveni- 
Mi  and  diaaaiisfacttoD  ttnder  the  pecuniary  embarrassment 
f  ths  times  have  been  obviated.  Considerable  sums  have 
Am  liMn  dcawn  for  oo  specie-paying  banks,  to  aid  in  carry- 
Off  en  the  noeceeary  preperations  for  the  defence  of  Florida. 

iO.  Thie  Department  has  likewise  offered  to  pay  reason- 
Us  amoiiota  in  specie,  when  re(}ueeted,  towards  the  large 
Bna.dne  pcBsloners,  in  order,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  ac- 
MUMdala  ao  meriterieos  a  class  of  dsimants.  In  several 
ntaains,  ii  Ime  gtvea  drafts  for  that  parpose,  and  has  pro- 
Mid  to  give  more,  dome  specie  has  been  furnished  liy 
bs  ioimcr  ftdeal  hank  agenta  for  the  same  object. 

11*  li  has  aUo»  when  desired,  furnished  sfiecie  to  the 
Ver  i)spartment  to  defray  travelling  expenses  of  ofltcera^ 
bt  great  iaconveniences  and  lessee  in  using  paper  for  that 
^^  bsingv  in  the  present  poatore  of  affain,  very  obvious 
nd  peculiarly  troublesome.  It  has  proposed  to  do  this  in 
iBeiieh  casos  hereafter,  when  desired,  and  in  ita  power. 

1&  Ob  lika  principles  thie  l>epartment  subsequently 
Mia  Ike  efler  ^a  to  the  payment  In  specie  of  the  expenses 
If  mamkeffa  of  UoBgrese  at  the  present  session,  if  preferred 
if  loy  of  tbem  to  bank  notesy  or  to  drafts.  The  session 
Miag  special,  and  supposed  likely  to  be  very  short,  the  ez- 
N>ssawoQUI«hM<iy  consist  of  what  was  due  for  travel,  and 
R«as  deemed  anitable  to  offer,  while  able,  a  convenient 
■MMicy  forlbat  object,  to  such  aa  might  desire  it.  Other 
■mnaof  payment  were  at  the  time  proposed  for  any  who 
■bbt  B«C  doam  (t  proper,  under  the  existing  eireumstances 
iilha  ease  and  of  the  Treasury,  to  demand  or  accept  goKl 
laiieiiverf  oitlier  in  foU  or  in  part. 

19.  Aa  the  epecie  at  command  incieaaed  by  further  re- 
hima  from  the  land  offices  in  June  end  July,  and  by  con- 
iiiwblii  tranafora  to  the  Tresenrer  at  the  seat  of  Govem- 
Mnt  by  aome  of  die  former  depesite  banks,  (there  being 
is  gsneral  agent  on  or  near  the  seaboard  except  himself 
Mnpetent  by  taw  to  reoetve  them,)  the  Degartment  has 
psdaalfy  had  greater  amounta  of  specie  in  this  city  as  well 
IS  n  the  Western  land  office^  and  has  been  enabled,  from 
him  to  time,  to  extend  folly  or  in  part,  aa  already  enumera- 
kid^  and  aren  forther.  Ha  ofibrs  of  payments  in  specie  to 
IMieTOua  claimants. 

i4»  Where  judges  and  other  oflieefs  of  oour  Is  resided  near 
illr  officea  in  which  there  was  an  ample  supply  of  coin, 
Ir  toesF  cotlectars^  and  a  request  was  made  for  draf^  on 
Ihn  on  hswint,  they  have  oArtt  beeir  gtveo,  and 


paid  in  specie.  X»arge  portions  of  money  for  expenditures 
for  \ptiw  on  the  national  road  in  two  of  the  Western  States 
have  been  furnished  by  drafts  for  specie  on  the  land  offices. 
In  numerous  other  cases,  public  creditors,  living  near  such 
offices,  have  indiscriminately,  when  desired,  been  paid  in 
specie  by  drafts  on  them.  In  several  instances,  where  the 
money  bad  accumulated  in  particular  oflliees,  and  claimants, 
though  living  at  a  distance,  chose  to  take  drafts  on  them, 
instead  of  banks,  they  have  been  offered  such  drafts,  and 
been  paid  in  specie.  But,  usually,  when  claimants  resided 
at  a  distance,  the  Treasury  drafts  on  lianks  have  been  so 
near  the  value  of  specie  that  they  have  been  accepted  rather 
tbsn  others  on  land  offices  more  remote.  In  some  cases, 
drafts  on  banks  in  large  commercial  cities  have  been  prsfor- 
red  even  to  drafts  on  land  offices  situated  near  the  claimants. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  discrimination  in  these  last  caaea 
has  generally  arisen  from  local  convenience  to  the  partiea 
and  the  local  origin  of  the  claim,  or  the  abundance  of 
specie  beyond  the  local  wants  of  a  few  particular  points, 
rather  than  from  any  distinction  growing  out  of  the  nature 
of  the  claim  itself. 

15.  The  next  claimants  who  have  been  offered  payments 
in  specie,  and  have  received  it,  are  the  holdera  of  the  debt 
existing  against  the  cities  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

That  debt  was  a<sumfd  by  the  United  States  in  trusty 
and  on  a  conditional  assignment  of  certain  stock,  and  the 
interest  was  ordered  to  be  paid  by  an  act  of  Congress.  Ai 
the  interest  due  to  the  United  States  on  the  stocks  which 
were  held  against  othera  has  been  required  to  be  paid,  and 
has,  in  most  cases  since  May  la»t,  been  actually  paid  in 
specie,  it  was  deemed  just  to  make  the  rule  reciprocal,  and 
pay  this  interest  in  specie  so  far  and  so  long  as  able  to  do  it. 
It  was  supposed,  also,  thst  the  public  faith  would  suffer 
more  by  a  neglect  or  inability  to  fulfil  scrupulously  a  trust 
like  this,  than  to  meet  the  whole  of  any  ordinary  appro- 
priation immediately  in  specie,  if  demanded,  during  a  pe- 
riod of  such  embarrassment. 

1(i.  The  only  remaining  dass  of  claimants  to  whom 
specie  is  now  remembered  to  have  been  offered  to  be  paid 
immediately,  is  the  holdera  of  the  scrip  for  the  fifth  instal- 
ment of  the  French  indenmity.  A  considerable  portion  of 
that  had  not  been  adjusted  when  the  banks  suspended  spe- 
cie payments ;  but  it  having  been  brought  home  in  specie^ 
snd  part  of  it  being  in  the  mint,  it  was  requested  to  be  paid 
in  specie,  and  was  so  adjusted  by  the  agent  with  those  do« 
mending  it. 

These  various  classes  do  not  include  two  or  three  trana- 
for  ordera  to  States,  which  were  drawn  on  banks  situated 
near  and  paying  specie.  This  was  done  in  compliance 
with  notices  given  before  May  last,  and  the  Department 
has  not  been  informed  whether  in  these  eases  specie  was 
either  demanded  or  paid.  In  some  cases,  however,  of  such 
tranfera,  drawn  on  other  banks,  specie  has  been  demanded 
by  tlie  holdera  of  them,  and,  though  occasionally  refused, 
has  sometimes  been  paid,  rather  dtian  submit  to  a  protest 
and  complaint  to  this  Department.  l*he  other  banks  are 
also  known  to  have  paid  specie  in  many  cases,  either  in 
full  or  in  part,  on  common  drafts ;  but  as  the  amounts  so 
.  paid  are  not  regularly  raturned  here,  the  aggregate  of  them 
is  entirely  conjectural. 

The  drafts  given  here  are  also  often  in  favor  of  agents, 
pursera,  paymasters,  dec,  in  large  amounts;  and  though 
their  names  and  the  gross  sums  paid  to  them  have  been  as- 
eertained  and  stated,  yet,  to  asceruin  the  names  of  all  the 
workmen,  seamen,  soldiers,  and  ofiicera,  aa  well  as  pen- 
siooera.  Indian  traders,  and  their  assignees,  who  have  been 
the  real  creditore,  and  in  the  end  received  Che  specie,  and 
the  amounts  paid  to  each,  would  require  the  opening  of  a 
correspondence  with  almost  every  public  station  and  pnh* 
lie  agency  in  the  United  States.  So,  the  merchants  to 
whom  debenture  certificates  have  been  paid  in  spec^,  aa 
wen  ae  the  ether  pearona^  end  am^nts  to  whom  it  hte 


54 


APPENDIX— To  Galei  8f  Seaton's  Register. 


25th  Coire.  Ut  Sssi.] 


Pay  Member8*of  Congre$B  in  Spedt^  \c* 


been  paid  out  of  the  aocraing  revenue,  whether  from  duties 
or  lands,  and  whether  to  o0icerM  in  the  customs  and  jand 
offices,  or  to  laborers  and  contractors  under  them,  cannot, 
though  now  ascertained  elsewhere,  be  known  here  without 
special  applications  to  most  of  the  ports  and  land  offices  in 
the  United  States,  and  without  a  delay  of  several  months.  . 

All  claimants  whoh^e  not  resided  near  land  offices  and 
had  offers  of  drafts  on  them,  or  who,  when  residing  at  a 
distance,  have  declined  to  take  drafU  on  them  or  on  banks 
not  paying  specie,  and  thus  have  not  been  paid  in  full  or 
in  part,  under  any  of  the  above  classes  of  cases,*  must  be 
considered  as  not  having  received  any  other  offer  of  imme- 
diate payment  in  specie.  But  they  have,  when  inquiring, 
been  informed  that  the  Department  did  not  request  them 
to  accept  any  other  medium  of  payment,  unless  more  sat- 
isfactory than  to  wait  till  sufficient  specie  could  be  collect- 
ed, or  be  provided  by  Congress  for  all  public  creditors  and 
officers  demanding  it.  They  have  been  assured,  also,  that 
the  Department  would  spare  no  proper  effort  to  have  this 
accomplished  at  the  earliest  day  practicable,  and  in  the 
mean  time,  (that  all  should  be  paid  in  specie  to  the  extent 
of  its  means,  without  endangering  the  ability  to  continue 
thus,)  toilischarge  such  occasional  demands  of  an  irnpera* 
tive  character  as  have  been  described  under  some  of  the 
above  classes. 

It  is  due,  however,  to  the  pul)lic  claimants  generally  to 
state  that,  whether  creditors  or  officers,  the  demands  actu- 
ally made  by  them  on  the  Department  (or  specie  have  not, 
in  most  cases,  been  characterized  by  any  wish  to  increase 
the  existing  difficulties,  and  have  not  much  exceeded  its 
ability  to  discharge  them,  increased  as  it  has  been  from 
time  to  time  by  increased  receipts  in  specie. 

In  several  of  the  above  cases,  also,  the  offer  by  the  De- 
partment to  pay  in  specie,  has  been  voluntarily  made,  or 
without  any  previous  request.  This  was  done  from  a  con- 
viction that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  offer  was 
just;  bui  leaving  to  the  claimant  himself  the  propriety  and 
the  election  to  accept  it  or  not,  considering  the  nature  of 
his  claim,  the  place  at  which  the  specie  was  situated,  and 
the  other  modes  of  payment  proposed  instead  of  it. 

The  undersigned  cannot  allow  himself  to  apprehend 
that,  in  thus  making  all  reasonable  efforts  in  his  power  to 
pay  specie  to  the  public  creditors  instead  of  a  depreciated 
currency,  and,  where  not  enough  specie  could  be  collected 
for  the  whole  of  them,  to  pay  it  to  us  many  as  practicable, 
and  in  the  manner  explained,  he  bos 'mistaken  the  require- 
ments of  either  the  acts  of  Congress  or  his  official  duty. 

The  last  part  of  the  call  on  this  Department  relates  to 
another  subject,  and  is  <' whether,  since  the  dste  above, 
the  public  dues,  or  any  portion  thereof,  have  been  received 
in  protested  drafts,  or  any  funds  other  than  those  prescribed 
by  the  joint  resolution  of  the  SOth  April,  1816."  In  an- 
swer to  this,  the  undersigned  would  state  that,  since  the 
1st  of  May,  no  instructions  have  been  given  to  receive  for 
public  dues  any  kind  of  money  except  specie  or  the  notes 
of  banks  paying  specie.  But  on  the  15th  of  that  month, 
as  stated  in  the  report  at  the  commencment  of  this  session, 
a  circula>,  which  is  thereto  annexed,  was  issued  to  collect- 
ors and  receivers,  requesting  them  to  redeem  or  take  up  in 
behalf  of  the  Treasury,  by  receiving  for  duties  and  lands, 
such  drafU  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  banks  as  the  latter  did 
not  pay  satiwfactorily  when  presented. 

This  was  done  to  prevent  delays  and  losses  to  the  public 
creditois,  which  would  have  resulted  from  a  return  of  the 
drafts,  when  not  paid,  and  the  issue  of  new  ones  on  another 
bank,  or  on  a  collector  or  receiver,  as  in  former  times  has 
often  been  done  by  this  Department.  It  saved,  also,  the 
procrastination  and  trouble  of  writing  a  special  letter,  as 
had  occasionally  been  practised,  in  some  such  cases,  to 
another  bank,  or  to  a  collector,  to  take  up  the  first  draft 
when  it  had  not  been  paid  in  behalf  of  the  Treasury  by  the 
first  drawee.   The  asajje  qf  thi^  Depaf  tment^  from  the  t arli- 


est  period,  sometimes  to  draw  such  drafts  in  the  fintiuhaei 
on  recetvera  and  coUeetors  as  well  as  on  hMikit«M;  bsMS 
in  a  report  of  the  House  of  Representattves  on  the  moiotf 
doing  business  in  the  Treasury  Department,  SSd  Mif, 
1794,  and  in  a  ropt>ct  from  thia  Department  to  tin  ScmH, 
12th  January,  1^35. 

This  appeared  to  settle  the  only  principle  iavelvedisthe 
measure  under  consideration ;  as  a  general  directioiitotib 
up  certain  drafts  seemed  as  competent  as  a  speeiil  dindiM 
in  a  draft  itself,  or  io  a  letter  to  pay  any  partaeolsff  doi 

Beside  the  obvious  propdoty  and  good  faith  in  CMn| 
its  drafta  for  debt*  to  be  paid  in  any  prompt  way,  thecom 
oi  taking  them  for  duties  waa  likewise  direeted  steiil;  u 
1789.  (See  F  1,  annexed  to  report  from  thisPspstttw^ 
made  to  Congress  on  the  6th  instant.)  It  wai  nppsiel 
then,  as  well  as  now,  not  to  be  a  question  of  cantDcy,  tt 
relating  to  the  kind  of  money  receivable  for  pabiic  dw; 
but  a  queetion  of  paying  or  satisfying  oar  own  debtiiothe 
most  punctual,  convenient,  and  faithful  maimer  sdiicbw 
practicable  under  numerous  existing  dtfflcultiesi  Otlb 
same  principle,  debenture  certificates  were  dirsetsd  ts  h 
redeemed  in  the  same  way.  When  the  undenigoe^  is^ 
emergencies  of  the  last  springy  reftected  that  the  v*M*^ 
been  to  adopt  thecourae  of  directing  tu  protested  sriw 
drafts  to  be  taken  up  by  oollectors  or  other  ageaH,  isM 
individual  casea  as  had  occasionally  occurred  hi  ofdiHi; 
times,  he  could  see  no  objection ;  but  rather,  ia  Ncb  i 
crisis,  when  such  cases  were  likely  to  occur  oftea,  i  pot 
propriety  in  requiring  them,  by  a  general  ruK  tofasraleei' 
ed  in  all  similar  insunces.  When  he  had  csosed  dnAito 
be  given  to  public  creditors,  payable  on  demand, tad  is  |dj 
and  silver,  he  considered  the  Treasury  bound  in  hff  vj 
common  honesty  to  treat  them  as  equivalent  te  gold  im 
silver.  When  the  fiscal  agent  on  which  they  w«»  d«J 
refused  thus  to  pay  them,  if  specie  was  demanded,  it  i" 
place  where  payable,  it  was  remembered  tfaat^  ^''.*^'^!^ 
mon  transactions  of  life,  as  woH  as  in  the  V^^^^ 
Department,  the  act  was  deem«d  commend^>l^  ''*!^ 
legal,  for  other  agents,  though  without  special  imtracnfli 
to  step  forward  and  pay  such  drafts  promptly,  fortbehoMl 
credit,  and  benefit  of  the  drawer,  which  inthisasewiiH| 
Treasury.  H^noe  it  seemed,  in  times  like  ths  Jrtjj 
peculiarly  proper  to  request  others  to  do  it  by  geoeitlw 
struetions.  ^^ 

It  was  furthermore  considered  that,  if  any  debtor  iW* 
deeline  to  take  Up,  by  receiving  in  payment,  a  draft  or  M 
of  his  own,  given  fbr  a  debt  and  payable  on  deasad »4i 
cie,  and  which  the  agent  on  whom  it  was  dram  kad* 
fused  to  pay,  the  conduct  of  such  a  debtor  would,  in  M* 
cases,  be  regarded  a«  not  a  little  reprehensible. 

Under  these  circomsUnces,  the  undemgned  venU  M 
felt  himself  unworthy  of  the  high  trust  ooofided  to  ■ 
charge,  if,  in  the  great  peril  to  public  credit,  fodth^M 
losses  threatened  to  the  public  creditors,  under  the  t>^ 
sion  of  specie  paymenUby  most  of  the  Treasury  deposiu^ 
he  had  not  exerted  his  best  effiMts,  and  made  the  ino|^ 
gent  researches,  to  discover  and  devise  legal  modes  si  iw* 
After  doing  thai,  he  adopted  the  eourse  above  explained- 
a  course  which  teemed  not  only  justified  by  prccedenttj 
sound  legal  ^Mrinciplee,  but  enabled  the  banks  holding^ 
money  to  discharge  their  engagements  to  the  United  SaM 
to  that  I'xtent,  by  satisfactory  arrangements  with  lliepttH 
creditors;  ^d,  ai  the  same  time^  waa  calculated  to  lea^ 
any  dishonorable  stignia  from  the  GovernmeDt,  by  ]MW 
ing  its  obligations  as  far  as  possible  from  discredit,  and  I 
preventing  much  delay  and  loss  to  the  claimaota  c«  fl 
Treasury.  The  amount  of  drafta  ao  redeemed  or  paidj 
collectors  and  receivera,  at  the  request  and  ia  behalf  «f4 
Treasniy,  from  the  Iftth  of  May  to  the  U  th  instaoi,  s<^ 
ing  to  the  returns  reoeated  to  that  dat%  was  |1,S37,SI 
In  thia  way,  the  public  cmditovs  to  that  extent  haft  W 
so  far  relieved.as  to  ragliie  an  amottnt  §g»atunmMtf^ 
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Ptti,  Member 

ofCongr 

ai'in  SpieU,  ife 

[26tli  Coia 

Ift  Sebi. 

Ham  much  bdow  the  par  ot  apeeie,  to  which  tha;  vera 
tfiiM.  Thaj  hi*a  obtainad  thi*,  inrtMd  of  baiog  lult- 
Eted  10  a  (oul  loM  of  ten  or  ESteea  per  cenl.  od  ever; 
Jbr,  ui]  which,  in  one  *isw  of  the  lubject,  the  bank* 
oold  Btberwin  have  gsitied  at  iheir  eipenae. 
Smut  of  Lha  baafea,  at  the  Bame  time,  hive  Ihaa,  wilh 
Ml  MefuloeM  to  ihe  cord  muni  ly,  baan  induced  to  make 
on  T^orom  aiertiona  to  renew  eprcie  payment*  at  an 
ilf  day,  finding  that  b!1  their  DhligMione  could  not  be 
«tu(*d  in  a  deptaeiated  paper.     R«pw:trulty, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secrttary  of  the  Trtaiuru. 
Ho.Ji...  K.  Pol.,  ^ 

SpHitr  of  the  HouM  of  Repreeentativu. 
Al. 
TiEiiuRi  DiriaTvisT,  Augutl  t6,  IS37. 
Bii;  The  Benr  approach  of  the  aeaaion  of  Congreea 
■!«•  il  proper  for  me  to  appriie  you,  in  order  that  Ihe 
faMtion  nay  be  uacdfor  the  benefit  and  accDoimoJelioii 
IftilMiDberaof  the  Uouae  of  Repreientalivea,   Ibal'thii 
^rtaenl  will  be  prepared  to  fumiab  funda  for  (heir  pay- 
■I  Id  Dotea  of  Ihe  city  binka,  or  apecie,  or  to  give  dialU 
fM  wren)  of  the  coUectora  of  the  cuatoma  and  recaincn 
Hm  public  incMiay,  or  the  former  depoaila  banka,  ill  tuil- 
*  fnuui,  ai  may  be  moat  conTmiienl  to  any  of  ihcio. 
I  im,  wry  lagpeclfullv,  your  obndient  aervant, 

LEVI.  WOODBURY. 
-  Setrtlari/oflhtTreatury. 

"■  9.  FatBKLiT,  Esq. 
CItrkoftheHm.  of  Ktp,.  oftht  V.  S. 
A.  3. 
Stattntnt  »f  ilrafte  liraunt  on  rolkclon. 


0*c* 

luwlunhvot. 

Paid. 

— '■ 

^IKW 

DivK  B.  McNeil 

VIZ 

• 

S-w<- 

?H?-     ■ 

,isri 

BKi.,,- 

rrsis* ;    : 

if     ■■     ■■ 

^■ 

15:^30  ?1 

1391  DO 

lh«*iit  of  drafts  dratva  o' 


Objaett 

InwhoaefaTor.    ■ 

Paid. 

OuuuudlDi. 

Piimi      .      ■ 

Thofflaal.Cort^a 

tnoo 

Laiulg 

Fiancli  McHavrr 

KOOO 

PriM  Charley     ■ 

O-idB-iilar       . 

100  00 

J«ipl.HDOk.y.- 

HWOTOtt 

Joliii  Garlaud     - 

3,460  w 

Do. 

io;ooeoa 

sE'™""'- 

J.  Allen                        : 

7,W  l« 

Jamn  De  Biuii  - 

C,  A.  Ofdan       . 

lo/xboo 

John  Oar  and     ■ 

1«,390IXI 

fSS-^'': 

J.Allen  - 

7,«aooa 

E.  A.  Ullchcock 

l&,3tt!0 

2S,noio 

1)0           -        - 

SiSSSH- 

ISOOODC 

I^IS 

C.  .1  fVrlPn       . 

a^OLOoo 

J^Sm'^'       '■ 

A.  A  M.,-v^v.=     - 

I5.T0S 

Ita,        .      : 

nywioit 

Do. 

8,000  00 

ixoai 

EHs'^rDep'l! 

ao,i]ooi» 

Quirwrmuler  - 

27/100  00 

ladlnn.     - 

21^  00 

Do.         .       . 

QuiiwnnMler  - 

w''u"\l:V'i'|:.,    '. 

'*1M<» 

iiidl^M ''■'""; 

1        - 

5,000  DO 

tSl^     '       ' 

'     IWiOM 

Sr": 

J.B.Bnmil"^  - 

10:000  m 

UftS™    ■ 

'buoco 

Ih.    -    ■ 

"srS'fflrjS!, 

.?:SiSi :     . 

11,714  00 

Do. 

4r,NG0O 

cAnOirUnd     . 

s,iMoa 

E^Kieer  bepi! 
Army        -       . 

C.C.  SlIilBj       . 

'ThiJi'ir   : 

Mgggg 

Par^BT        ■ 

,A.Foraj.th     - 

Armr        .       - 

.  11.  Ro«> 

Do!         -       ■ 

.,.'.»i;. 

3I00OO 

»m«UnBaan- 

Mrny        ■       '. 

E.  B.  Dabblt       . 

Dii         .       - 

Do. 

l^OO 

Indiana     .       . 

i>hn  Garland     - 

1   itflum 

ar-*': 

.  B.  Poultal      - 
J,i.PLIIlipa     . 

^£K 

Do. 

D-D.  C.  &>llns. 

Eoeinecr  VviVt. 

i.  H.  Bovvmao  - 

M^UO 

Pilvaieetaluui. 

Alnanderll.  ITal^b 

33U 

Diat  AUaruPT  ■ 

W.  W.  Cliapinaa 

RW 

Manhal    -       - 

.  Gehon 

Judy's        -       . 

Dunn- 

4I0OO 

dS-       .     . 

D.  IrwlB  - 

tiOOO 

Daniel  Dunklin - 

aywooo 

Janm  M.  Kichar 

82  15 

Rccunl'rofland 

] 

Frederick  R.  &.n».. 

£9  00 

JadKB*      -       ■ 

ito^'r'    :     ■ 

i   ts 

Judge  """''  '■ 

i      swoo 

SorvoyorGen.- 

6,uooon 

Landi 

60  00 

WllUain  HistainKh 

T?3r 

UnSa"    '-'"  - 

R.BIl.l'.jr.°      - 

W.  Wll.'niin     - 

SurvejrufUen. . 

^ielDuiiklli.. 

6,1)00  00 

sSr^eyorGen-- 

DanlSfDunkim'-'"' 

4X)31 

Ptkale  claim. - 

«13; 

D...         .       . 

40  66 

D».         .       . 

1        - 

4«33 

D...         -       - 

Jnlin  I».-"11M«       - 

367  61 

Uuds       -       - 

W.  W.  Auaian.a  0.      - 

31100 

Satvey^  Ctn.  ■ 

D.  Dunklin 

:.iu  a 

Ja..«H.W«l.ly 

1     1,1  re  m 

Landa 

Gi.™).Ji«Ha- 

»75 

1      ifloa 

R«,r,  K-llnnt  - 

101130 

A\n.Mcly-uM 

J.L,Cuaiil.ieha,fl 

.MJin'tisI    -       - 

W,M.O«ii,n    - 

■ifu  m 

D.- 

Omtera,    ivia  f 
ritity            i 

W.B.SUniUlrr 

H«.ir.  I>«l,io      . 

K5W 

W.  «.  SlAU?hl.r 

:n\9< 

Juds-        .       . 

C.Dunii  . 

.Uanihal    ■       ■ 

Fraud,  G>hoB  . 

s/woo 
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26thCoar«.  IttSm.] 


Pay  MBmbet$  of  Congrtts  in8f)eae^  4«- 


St  ATB  v  Kir'p^coiitinaed. 


Objflctt. 

In  whose  fiivor. 

Paid. 

Outfttnding. 

Lands 

David  Walter  Jonos      • 

00  00 

Judga 

R.  Wllklns 

. 

37S00 

Snrvs^or  Oon.  • 

Edward  Cross     • 

. 

6,000  UO 

MarahiU    - 

T.  E.  Randolph  • 

. 

60  00 

Private  clalmi- 

F4ia8B.  Gould   - 

— 

1,030  Oil 

Do. 

Andres  Papy 

- 

100  00 

Navj 

David  Deacon    • 

2,300  00 

Army 
Indranft     • 

McGuntipele  9c  Ways  • 
R.D.  C.CuIlins. 

3^05 

3»on)oo 

Do. 

Jonathan  Pinkney 

. 

125  00 

Do.        •       . 

M.  Stokes 

- 

365  90 

Lands 

Morgan  McAff^e 

- 

100  43 

Plivato  claim*  - 

Jobu  Shaw 

- 

194  80 

•173,5«)65 

•S4M7^4  39 

Amount  drafts  on  receivers  paid 
Ditto  on  same,  uutttandins   * 


•  •ITS&lOfio 
.    6>16,5r4  39 

Total  amount  drafts  oareceiveiv  of  public  moneys   •  §820,114  94 


Total  amount  drafts  on  recef  vera  of  public  mooeys 
Ditto,  on  collectors     .  .  -  -  - 


Total 


•a»«114  94 
57,950  71 

§978,065  65 


B. 


Drafts  far  dehU  drawn  on  banks  which  continue  to  he  de- 
pouiiorit$  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
others.  • 


What  bank  and  to  whom  paid. 


PeopU^B  Bank*  Bangor^  Main: 
A.  Newhall,  pension  agout 

Brooklyn  Bank^  Xew  York.  ' 
Abs  Fitch,  navy,  abroad 
J.  X.  Paulding,  uftvy  agent 
L.  L.  Van  Kleeck,  army 
Piiem  fMs,  returned     • 

muntert*  Bank,  Savannah,  Gtorgia. 

fi.  Walker      ^-         '         •         ' 

Cashier,  M.M.Clark,  qr.  master's  dept. 

T^.  Hunt,  quartermaster's  department 

J.  K.  F.  Mansfield,  engineera  • 

Casli'r,  31.  M.  Clark,  qr.  master's  dept. 

R.  D.  Arnold,  medical  Jepaitmeui 

J.  Marshall,  pensioD  a^eut 

J.  P.  Henry,  Navy  agent 

T.  P.  Hunt,  quartemiRSler's  dept. 

J.  Cuyler;  judiciary 

CashT,  M.  M.  Clark,  qr.  master's  dept. 

W.  H.  Stiles,  district  attorney  - 

T.  F.  Hunt,  qdartermaster^S  depL 

Do.  do.  do. 

J.  P.  Simonton,  Indian  department 
Noah  B.  Sisson,  unprovided  claims 
Cashier,  for  J.  A.  D'Lagnel.  army 
T.  F.  Hunu  quartermaster's  dept. 
Cash'r,  for  M.  M.  Clark,  qr.  ms-  dept 
John  N.  Mcintosh,  light  ftowes 
ArchlUld  Clark,  do. 

T.  F.  Hunt,  arm  V 
J.  K.  F.  Mansfield,  eusrineor    - 
M.  H.  McAllister,  judiciary     - 
S.  H.  Simmons,  army    • 
Cashier,  for  M.  C.  Buck,anuy 
J.  Marsnal I,  pensions    • 
J.  Maraball,  pensions    • 
T.  F.  Hunt,  army 
James  Hall,  relief  of  Florida     - 
W.  L.  Potile,  miliury  agent     - 
Christopher  Andrew^,  f-Kiyntaiiter 
J.  K.  F.  Mansfibld,  engineer    • 
J.  U.  Winder,  army 

Insurttnce  Bank  qfColTanbtia,  GtorgiU 
J.  P.  Siinunion,  removal  of  Indians 


Louisvilh  Saving*  Institution. 
Joseph  Hook,  jr.,  removal  i>f- Indians 
.1.  r.  Taylor,  aniiy 
John  C.  KeynglUs,  Cherokee  treaty 

Du.        •  dti. 

Wm.  McKnlehi,  rumU'rland  river 


Aramim. 


Tout. 


•8,000  00 


•12,125  00 

5,000  00 

590  00 

60  00 


14  80 

10,000  00 

30,000  U) 

4300  00 

16,000  00 

163  00 

5,000  00 

1,000  00 

10,000  00 

CSS  00 

10,000  00 

50  00 

25,000  00 

1(»,000  00 

30,000  00 

775  00 

1,040  00 

25,000  00 

16,000  00 

1,1107  00 

500  00 

U'WtJ  00 

12,000  00 

773  60 

loOOO 

io,ofio  no 

330  43 

15,000  00 

5,C34  57 

1.105  (10 

1,151  00 

mm  00 

9.000  00 
1,000  00 


47,775  00 


8,009  00 
2,000  00 

1,300  00 
1,230  00 


•262,627  43 
5,035  00 


DkArrg  rvB  DiBTfr^-oontiBiiMl. 


What  bank  and  to  wbum  paid. 


Mini  t^tha  UnUtd  Siatoo,  Phiiad. 
Asa  Plicn,  navy  agent  • 

Interest-on  Holland  K«n  to  the  cities^ 
in  the  Dtotrict  of  Colombia  j^ 

Goorge  Loyall,  navy  agent 

Bank  of  America,  loralin  bills  . 

Thomas  M,  Wai^       do. 

James  Pe  oaun,  uhickasaw  treaty' 

Thomas  M.  Ward,  foreign  bills 

C.  M.  Tbruston,  navy  - 

Newport  Exchange  Bank.Foft  Adams 

P.  Baldwin,  foreign  bills 

Bank  MkiropoUa—iapteiai  dfposAs.) 
A.  M.  D.  Jackson,  puiser 
T.  P.  Andrews,  paymaster 
PMeat  fees,  raiuraed    • 

Senate  and  Ho.  of  Reps.  U.  S.  Cong 
Phineas  Bradley,  attorney 

Branch  Bank  of  Indiana,  £dswr»nc0- 

burg—ifipecial.) 
Josef  h  Rook,  jr.,  Indiana 

Phanix  Bank,  New  York-itpocial) 

Asa  Fitch,  ioreirn  bHls 

Add  Slate  tnmsren  drafts  of  deposftes 


Amount. 


TMal. 


tSpTseoo 

3^50 
3w437  50 

sJodDoo 

SMOOOO 

45,000  00 

1^00 

30iooooa 

liVXttOO 
3^840  00 
3,600  00 


i/moo 

5,000  00 
60  Qd 

n;2sooo 


upon  the  withm  bankS)  sine*  sus 

gension  of  specie  payments,  to  the 
late  of  Maine,  on  People's  Bank, 


Bangor,  Maine 
To  Stale  of  Georgia,  on   Planters' 
BaoIc,  Savannah 


ica^oo 


]16,»tt 

vsnm 

33,612  7t 
lOQi|D006l 


«83».«I0I 


c. 

Tbxasitrvv's  Omc^  8^tember  16,  18S7. 

8in :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  pcueed  \j  Iht 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  11  tb  instant,  I  ha!ve  tbs 
honor  to  report  that  the  amount  of  specie  imiwtA  \j  Ihi 
Government  apparently  rince  tbtf  lit  day  of  Maj  laili  aai 
reported  to  me  by  tlie  collectors  and  reeel««rs  as  in  lUb 
hands  d^ed  to  my  drafU  from  1st  of  May  to  lUh  d 
September,  1637,  is  aa  follows  : 

Reported  by  collectors  ...      $99,498  H 
Reported  by  receivers    -  «  .  1, 641, 984  ll 


Ui>on  wbich  I  have  issued  drafts,  as  per 
detailed  statement  herewith,  marked 
A,  amounting  to       > 


f  1,739,817  SI 


g78,0M  61 


Leaving  this  balance  subject  to  future  draft      856,751  81 
Of  which  there  remains  in  the  bands  of 
Collectors  -  -    $34,471  45 

Receivers  -  .     891,280  41 

#856,761  « 

The  total  amount  of  my  credit  on  the  1st  of  Mar,  in  A 

banks  which  still  continue  to  be  depositories,  together  «tf 

their  subsequent  receipts,  and  including  special  depoaill 

in  banks  no  longer  depositories,  is  ^1,046,499  f 

Upon  which  I  have  issued  drafts,  as  per 

statement  B,  exclusive  of  drafts  on  the 

mint  ...  -       678,5^6  • 

$371,908  • 


#7,875  • 


16,709  00 


The  special  depot^ite  in  tlie  Phcsnix  Bank,  New  Voik 
was  for  interest  on  bonds  belonging  to  In- 
dian trust  funds  ... 
Ditto,  in  Branch  Bank  of  Indiana,  Ljiw. 

renceburg,  was  money  in  the  hands  of 

receiver  at  Fort  Wayne  from  sales  of 

lands   at   the   time  of  su»pensqon  of 

ftpecie  payments       ... 


116,991  4 
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EHimated  Stttte  ofihe  Treasury. 


[36th  Coire.  IstSssa. 


TIm  ^Mcial  depoeite  in  the  Bank  of 
Blelropolu,  m: 

Tnmsferred  by  banks  which  have  fu>- 

pended  specie  payment  $130,000  00 
TruisfeiTod  from  mint  -  60,000  00 
On  aocoant  of  receiver  at 

Lima,  Ohio   - 
Reptyment  by  R.  Bla    - 
For  patent  fees,  chiefly  - 


Total 


19,988  85 
9,847  00 
6,713  83 


326,649  18 
$351,416  18 


Balance  in  the  mint  on  the  1st  of  May  -  $1,000,000  00 
Upon  which  I  have  issued  drafts  amount- 

iuffto  -  ...  .       328,465  00 


Balance  subject  (o  draf\ 


$776,535  00 


Amount  of  discredited  drafts  on  banks 

taken  up  in  payment  of  duties  -  $1,337, 113  78 

Ditto  in  payment  of  lands        -  -  175  00 


$1,337,388  78 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yotir  obedient 
lerraiit, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treaturer  of  the  United  Slatet. 
Hon.  LxTi  Woonauar, 

Secretary  ofihe  Treasury. 

D. 

Statement  of  numeye  in  the  hands  of  CoUeetws  and  Re* 
cavers  subject  to  draft  on  the  1 1/A  Septtntber,  1 887. 

CoUee/or, 


P.  W.  Leiand,  - 
L.  Williams, 
».  Stillwell, 
L  N.  Barker,     - 
L^.  D,  Melttdoe, 
[«.  Marsteller, 
L  Ramaey, 
\,  K.  Pringle,    - 
r.  W.  Breedlove, 


Heeeiver. 
L  H.  Larwell, 


If.  Neville, 
¥.  Blackbarn, 
).  C.  Skinner, 

•  Fiodley, 
.  Hail, 

.  X.  Pollock, 

•  Spencer, 
»  J.  Read, 

.  W.  Norris, 
.  Jackson, 
.  P.  Drake,*^ 
.  McRohertd, 
..  M.  Jenkins, 
!.  Humphrey^ 
*.  Carlin, 
.  Taylor, 
r.  Linn, 


Fall  River,  Mass.    - 
New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Oswegatchie,  N.  Y, 
Philadelphia,  Penn. 
Petersbor;,  Va. 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 
Plymouth,  N.  C.    - 
Charleston,  8.  C.    - 
New  Orleans,  La.   - 


Bocyrus,  Ohio, 
Chillieothe,  Ohio, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Lima,  Ohio, 
Marietta,  Ohio, 
Wooster,  Ohio, 
Zanesrille,  Ohio, 
Crawfordsville,  la. 
Fort  Wayne,  la. 
JefTersonville,  la. 
Indianapolis,  la. 
La  Porte,  la. 
Vincennes,  la. 
Danville,  111. 
Ed  wards  vtile.  III. 
Kaskaskia,  III. 
Quincey,  III. 
Bpringfield,  III. 
Vandalia,  111. 


$2,578  01 

500  00 

2,562  08 

14,960  00 

1,273  22 

8,700  00 

300  00 

7,698  14 

1,400  00 

$34,971  45 

6,000  00 

14,426  57 

23,586  60 

85,451  30 

10,000  00 

941  56 

12,218  49 

81,719  56. 

124,206  28 

19,220  69 

15,161  01 

48,417  85 

60,574  86 

9,267  56 

8,893  81 

25,243  27 

48,207  46 

33,945  88 

44,722  38 


*  Of  this  sum,  tOMOl  25  has  been  placed  bj  the  receiver  on  special 
iposite  In  the  Bank  of  Indiana,  at  Lawrenceburg.  Other  sums,  sta- 
«  ^  in  the  hands  of  receivers,  are,  no  doubr,  on  special  deposite  in 
laks,  under  the  instructions  of  the  .Socr«>lary  of  the  Treasury  to  th.-tt 


U.  Sebree, 

R.  Guild, 

E.  M.  Rylaiid,  - 

^.  Bird, 

8.  Merry, 

D.  E.  Moore,     - 

8.  Cruse, 

N.  £.  Benson,  - 

L.  W.  Lawler,  - 

A.  D.  Carey, 

W,  G.  Parrish,  - 

G.  H.  Holliman, 

R.  Eastin, 

T.  C.  8heldon,  - 

J.  Kearsley, 

D.  B.  Miller,     - 

J.  Eneix, 

C.  C.  Haskell,  - 

D.  T.  Wilter,  - 
A. .  jjce,  ~ 
R.  Parks, 

W.  Edmondson, 


Fayette,  Mo. 
Jackson,  Mo. 
Lexington,  Mo. 
Palmyra,  Mo. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Demopolis,  Ala. 
Huntsville,  Ala. 
Montgomery,  Ala.  - 
Mardisville,  Ala. 
Sparta,  Ala. 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 
Augusta,  Miss. 
Ouachita,  La. 
Bronson,  Mich. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Monroe,  Mich. 
Mineral  Point,  Mich. 
Saginaw,  Mich. 
Washington,  Ark.  • 
Green  Bay,  W.  T. 
Milwaukie,  W.  T. 
Pontitoc,  Miss. 


Amount  in  hands  of  collectors. 

From  which  deduct  amount  of  drafts  on  col- 
lectors who  have  made  no  returns  to  this 
office,  but  only  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  -  -  -  - 

Aggregate  of  stetement  A, 


$36,323  88 

7,301   19 

30,103  26 

37,666  97 

11,000  00 

4,980  09 

9,818  10 

1,035  62 

7,611  91 

8,977  15 

5,763  00 

3,028  04 

11,285  95 

26,837  92 

14,010  02 

10,764  16 

26,370  65 

9,875  87 

3,495  24 

18,378  46 

16,396  22 

7,632  67 

$980,764  39 
$34,971  45 


500  00 


$34,471  46 


Amount  in  hands  of  receivers. 

From  which  deduct  amount  of  drafls  on  re- 
ceivers who  have  made  no  returns  to  this 
office,  but  only  to  the  Secretary  of  the 


-  $930,764  39 


Treasury, 

Aggregate  of  statement  B, 


109,483  98 
-   $821,280  41 


TaKASumr  DsrAamrxirT  U.  S., 

TaaAsuaaa's  Office,  Sept.  15,  1837. 


ESTIMATED   STATE  OF   THE   TREASURY  ON 
THE  1st  OF  OCTOBER,    1837. 

September  18,  1837.  Submitted  by  the  Chairman  ofihe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  • 

Estimated  ttate  ofihe  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October^ 

1837.  * 

Specie  fund  in  land  offices  and 

banks,  ...  $700,000 

Do.         in  the  mint,  .     800,000 

$1,500,000 

Balances  due  from  banks,  which  will  remain 
undrawn  on  the  1  St  of  October,     -  -      5,000,000 

Instalment  doe  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  on  the  1st  of  October,  deducting  the 
amount  paid  through  an  arrangement  with 
the  Navy  Department,  about        -  -      1,500,000 


Available  and  unavailable  funds 
Deduct  the  sums  which  will  not  be  available 
either  for  deposite  or  for  current  expenses 
of  Government  for  some  time  to  come,  viz : 
Employed  in  the  mint  for  the  purchase  of 
bullion,  &e.t  which  cannot  be  spplied  to 
any  immediate  use,    -  -     $500, OpO 


-    $8,000,000 
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26th  Go  ire.  lot  Sxss.] 


Jnduau  in  MiUiary  Service. 


Of  the  five  millions  doe  from 
banks,  only  ^50,000  are  due 
from  b^pks  east  and  north  of 
Virginia;  and  but  $260,000 
from  other  banks,  which  cai)  be 
considered  available;  leaving 
wholly  unavailable  in  remote 


banks. 


It  is  understood  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  has  become 
the  purchaser  ef  Treasury 
transfer  drafu  to  the  States, 
(presuming  that  they  were, 
like  other  drafts,  receivable  in 
payment  of  public  dues,)  to 
meet  the  instalment  due  on  the 
Ist  of  October.  Whether  they 
are  received  or  not,  the  fund 
will  be  unavailable— in  the  one 
case  the  claim  continues  on  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  in 
the  other  the  balance  due  from 
•the  State  banks  is  increased  to 


-  $4,000,000 


the  amount  ot 


-    1,600,000 


Leaving  in  the  Treasury,  to  meet 
current  expenses 

Of  which  there  is  in  specie         -    1 ,  000, 000 

Balances  due  from  non-specie- 
paying  banks  -  -    1,000,000 


6,000,000 
$3,000,00 


ProhabU  state  of  the  Treasury  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
yeoTf  excluding  unavailable  fundSf  or  aufunde  which 
cannot  be  applied  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  Govern^ 
ment. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October — 
fn  specie       -  -  -   $1,000,000 

In  banks       ...      1,000,000 

$2,000,000 

Receivable  from  lands,  probably 
less,  but  may  be         -  -      1,000,000 

Current  receipts  from  custonw, 
bonds,  cash,  duties,  &c.  if  the 
payment  of  the  bonds  be  post- 
poned, and  not  including  sus- 
pended bonds  -  -      1,000,000 

Suspended  bonds,  payable  from 
the  middle  of  November  to  the 
1st  of  January  -  -      1,900,000 

Receipts  from  miscellaneous 
sources         ...         100,000 

4,000,000 


$6,000,000 

The  exponditures  during  the  last  quarter,  esti- 
mated at  the  monthly  rates,  for  the  first 
eight  months  in  the  year,  will  be  -  -    9,000,000 

Extraordinary  appropriations  which  will 
be  immediately  required  for  the  Florida 
war  ...  -  -    1,600,000 

Allowance  for  drafts  on  bafiks,  (4}  millions 
outstanding,)  which  have  been  issued,  and 
which  may  lie  returned  in  the  last  quarter  in 
payment  of  public  dues,  instead  of  money, 
besides  the  million  and  a  half  purchased  by 
the  United  States  Bank     ...       600,000 

Balance  required  to  be  in  the  Treasury  to  meet 
contingent  demands,  (particularly  necessary 
when  the  outstanding  appropriations  amount 
to  24  millions,)  and  excluding  the  additional 


half  million  allowed  by  law  for  the  use  of  the 

mint        .....   4,000,000 


916,100,000 
Deduct  the  available  means  in  the  4th  quarter     6, 000,00 


Amount  to  be  provided 


$9,100,000 


INDIANS  IN  MILITARY  SERVICE. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedience  to  a  mo* 
lution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  I9tk  %- 
tember^  in  relation  to  Indians  employed  in  tiu  mUUenf 
service.    September  21,1 687,  ordered  to  tie  m  Ike  tabk. 

SepUmber2\,  1837. 

Sia  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  irqMrtof 
the  Commanding  General,  in  answer  to  aresolulianoflb 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  18th  instant,  relative  to  the 
number  of  Indians  employed  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  Semi- 
nole war,  and  copies  of  all  orders  and  instnictioni  onder 
which  said  Indians  have  been  employed,  drc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  Jawcs  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rrepresentaiives. 

HKAHaUABTHS  or  THK  AbXT, 

WasfUngtm,  September  10, 1S37. 
SiB  :  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  fie- 
presentati  ves  dated  September  1 6,  1 837,  requiring  "  t  lllt^ 
meni  ef  the  number  of  Indians  employed  in  the  militiiy 
service  of  the  United  States  since  the  commeooeioeol  d 
the  present  Seminole  war,  and  copies  of  all  ordei  tod  ia- 
structions  under  which  Indians  have  been  employed,'*  &(>» 
I  have  respectfully  to  report,  that  an  examioilioa  of  tb« 
files  in  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  shows  that  t  itgi* 
ment  of  Creek  Indians,  composed  of  fifteen  eompsoics,  aod 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  seven  hundred  and  fertj* 
nine,  was  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  Statnoo 
the  1st  of  September,  1836,  by  Major  Genersl  J(«p'* 
order,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

<<  HBA]>«.1TARTKm8  ArXT  OF  THl  BoCTH, 

"  Fort  MUeheH  Jufy  26,  1836. 

'*  Obbbb  No.  50. 

<*  i.  A  band  of  friendly  Indian  warriors  will  be  imnedh 
ately  raised  and  organised  for  special  service,  andtf  in 
Btructions  from  the  Commanding  General.  Thej  wilj  to 
mustered  into  the  service,  mounted,  equipped,  soppM 
and  paid  as  mounted  volunteers,  for  twelve  months^  ask*' 
sooner  discherged.  Cptain  J.  F.  Lane  is  eppointcdto 
raise,  organize,  and  command  them.  He  will  be  mtteteiw 
in  for  the  same  period  as  Colonel,  subject  to  the  tpproni 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  *' 

It  is  presumed  that  authority  for  the  above  wes  derived 
from- the  Secretary  of  War's  letter  dated  July  11|  l^*^' 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

•*  Wab  Devabtmskt, 

«*  Washingttm,  July  11.  ISSfi. 
.<(Siu  :  It  hasbeen  suggested  that  a  few  Creek  vtf- 
rioTs  might  be  useful  to  Governor  Cnll,  and  migbt  be  wil- 
ling to  be  employed  in  the  contemplated  expedition  tguV| 
the  Seminole  Indiahs.  You  will  please  to  correspond  «ri» 
Governor  Call  on  this  subject,  and  if  he  should  dedre  it,  I 
would  thank  you  to  raise  a  small  corps  of  ibis  de«fpuon, 
not  exceeding  two  or  three  hundred,  and  scikI  JJ*® 
to  Florida.  They  may  be  paid  and  organized  ss  voIod- 
tecrs,  but  should  be  placed  under  the  command  of  «oib< 
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Indiemt  in  MiUtary  Service, 


[25th  Covo.  Ut  Sma. 


« 


white  mm,  well  acqaainted  with  them,  and  who  has  their 
eoniidenoe.  It  ia  presomed  that  enough  young  men  would 
be  willing  to  go,  without  requiring  their  familiea  to  be  re- 
Itbed  in  Alabama  until  their  return.  This  measure  of  re- 
liioing  Indian  familiea  ought  to  be  avoided,  as  the  imme- 
diata  removal  of  the  Indiana  seems  to  be  Indispensably  ne- 

Very  respectfully,  dec 

•«L.  CASS. 
Major  Gen.  T.  8.  Jesup, 
«« Port  Miteheii,  Alabama.'* 

About  the  eommenoement  of  the  Indian  hostilities  in 
Fk>rida,  a  band  of  90  friendly  Indians  was  received  into 
the  isrvioe  by  Captain  Belton,  the  commanding  officer  at 
Tsmpa  bajTf  as  seen  by  his  letter  of  the  7th  of  January, 
1836;  but  no  rolls  of  them  have  been  received,  and  it  ia 
not  known  for  what  time  they  were  so  employed ;  it  is  pre- 
nmed  not  long,  however. 

On  tha  recommendation  of  General  Jesup,  made  on  the 
17th  Jane  last,  that  a  thousand  Northern  Indian  warriors 
ihoQld  be  engaged  to  take  the  place  of  the  Creek  regiment 
which  was  about  to  be  discharged,  the  present  Secretary  of 
War  took  measures,  on  the  35*.h  of  July,  to  call  into  the 
«rvice  of  the  United  Slates  that  force,  to  be  composed  as 
follows: 
Delawares,     .....    300 
Sbawnees,     .....    400 
Sacs  and  Foxes,         ....     lOO 
Kicapooa,       .....     loO 
Choctaws,     -  .  .  .  •    300 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  state  that  Major  General  Scott, 
in  the  manth  of  March,  1836,  called  on  Colonel  Hogan, 
(be  agent  for  the  Creeks,  to  obtain  from  that  nation  five 
hundred  warriors,  to  serve  against  the  Seminoles;  but 
owing  to  delays  and  difficulties  not  within  the  Generara 
control,  they  were  not  raised. 

The  orders,  instructions,  and  correapondence  having 
rafirence  to  this  subject,  are  hereunto  annexed,  marked 
from  1  to  17,  inclusive.  Respectfully  submitted. 

ALEX.  MACOMB,  Mafor  Oen'l, 

Commanding  in  Chief. 
Hon.  J.  R.  PoivstTT,  See^y  of  War. 

No.  1. 

FOST  MlTCHBLK, 

Creek  Agency,  Feb.  1,  1636. 

Mt  dbab  GiysBAi :  I  have  this  day  received  a  letter 
(rem  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  which  the 
nefeaed  la  a  copy,  from  which  I  have  learned  that  you  are 
igain  in  the  field,  and  that  the  important  doty  of  subduing 
hi  Semluoles  haa  been  assigned  to  you,  and  that  I  am  or- 
Itffad  to  report  myself  to  you,  and  receive  and  carry  into 
fleet  such  instructions  as  you  may  give  me.  Now,  this 
I  all  newa  to  me,  and  la  perfect  Hebrew,  unless  the  De- 
otment  meant,  in  a  modest  way,  to  say  to  me.  Take  a 
tjbosand  of  your  Creek  Indians  and  repair  to  Florida,  and 
id  General  Scott  to  subdue  these  rascally  Seminolee. 
r  this  was  their  view,  why  not  say  so  at  once,  and  you 
loold,  in  a  very  short  time,  have  me  again  along  side  of  you, 
igging  at  the  old  oar.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  I  could, 
I  ten  days,  raise  you  1,000  warriors,  and  be  on  the  march 
»  join  your  army ;  and,  in  as  many  more  days,  be  with 
)Q ;  all  that  is  necessary  is  an  order  to  that  effect.  But  the 
scretury  aoems  to  think  the  Creek  Indians  are  hostile, 
his  la  not  the  fact ;  although  some  little  skifmishing  has 
ken  place,  on  the  Georgia  side  of  the  river,  and  some  few 
«a  have  been  lost  on  both  sides ;  but  a  peace  has  been 
fiscted  here  tonlay  between  two  militia  general  officers, 
MB  Georgia,  and  the  chiefs ;  and  an  agreement  has  been 
piad  by  all  the  chiefs  present.  I  was  fifty  miles  below 
xa  nigr^t  before  last,  and,  hearing  of  these  murders,  I 
me  up  yesterday,  and  to-day  ejected  this  peace,  which 


I  hope  and  trust  will  last  at  least  until  we  can  get  them 
out  of  the  country.  I  am  using  every  exertion  to  effect 
this  object,  and  have  no  doubt  but  I  shall  be  successful,  in 
a  measure,  in'  the  course  of  this  spring.  A  report  is  going 
the  rounds  of  the  public  papers,  that  a  large  body  of  the 
Creeks  have  joined  the  Seminoles ;  this,  you  may  rely  on, 
is  incorrect.  I  have  recently  visited  all  the  lower  towii% 
atid  there  is  none  of  their  people  absent ;  and  you  may 
rely  on  it  that,  including  all  the  stragglers  that  may  have 
joined  the  Seminoles  during  the  last  summer,  they  cannot 
exceed  one  hundred  in  all ;  but  I  am  told  that  they  are  re- 
inforced by  a  number  of  runaway  negroes,  who  are  decided- 
ly the  most  active,  keen,  and  intelligent  fellows  amongst 
them.  Whatever  their  str^gth  was  before  this  war,  their 
reinforcements  cannot  exceed  three  or  four  hundred,  of 
every  description. 

In  relation  to  the  Creeks,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  procuring  their  services,  or  in  depending  on  them  after  ^ 
they  were  procured.  Whether,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, the  Government  would  be  willing  to  employ  them 
against  the  Seminoles,  is  more  than  I  can  say ;  but,  if 
they  should,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  as 
many  aa  yon  might  choose  to  muster  into  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  friend,  dtc, 

JNO.  B.  HOGAN, 
Superintendent  Creek  removal. 

Major  General  W.  Scott, 

Commanding  in  Florida. 

Wia  DirABTMsirT, 
Waahingion,  January  31,  1836. 

Sia  :  Major  General  Scott  has  been  directed  to  assume 
the  general  direction  of  operations  in  Florida.  Recent  in- 
telligence has  led  to  the  belief  that  the  Creeks  have  active- 
ly joined,  or  intend  to  join,  the  Seminole  Indians  in  their 
hostilities.  Should  such  prove  to  be  the  cose.  General 
Scott  has  orders  to  reduce  the  Creek  Indians,  as  weiraa 
the  Seminoles,  to  unconditional  submission.  In  this  event, 
you  will  please  to  report  yourself  to  him,  and  communi- 
cate to  him  all  the  instructions  and  information  in  your 
possession  respecting  the  views  of  the  Government  on  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Creek  Indians.  You  will 
also  cany  into  effect  such  instructions  on  this  matter  as  he 
may  give  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Col.  JoHH  B.  HooAV,  Columbus,  Ga. 

No.  «. 
Taliarasszv,  Flobtda, 

March  7,  1836. 

Dkab  Bia :  Major  Plournoy  and  Mr.  Watson,  of  Co- 
lumbus,  Georgia,  who  will  hand  you  this  letter,  has  sp. 
plied  to  me  to  receive  into  the  service  200  Indians  that  he 
has  conditionally  engaged.  It  ia  a  matter  over  which  I 
have  no  authority,  and  accordingly  have  referred  him  to 
you.  If,  as  I  presume  will  be  the  case,  the  Indians  shall 
betake  themselves  to  hammocks  and  swamps,  and  seek  for 
safety  there,  those  Indians  may  prove  highly  aerviceable 
in  discovering  (heir  retreat ;  besides,  as  in  war  times  neigh- 
boring tribes  are  not  disposed  to  be  inactive,  they  may  join 
the  enemy  if  you  refuse  to  take  them  into  your  service.  I 
should  think,  therefore,  it  would  be  most  advisable  to  au- 
thorise those  gentlemen  to  bring  thorn  to  Tampa.  The 
Chattahoochie  river  being  now  in  fine  order,  they  could 
very  soon  be  transported  in  a  steamboat  to  Tampa  bay. 

I  have  no  news  either  from  the  srmy  or  elsewhere.  Our 
diflfereuce  with  France  is  adjusted,  without  war  and  with- 
out apology. 

In  thia  Territory  horses,  nor  supplies  fur  them,  could  be 
procured;  accordingly,  one-half,  say  300,  were  rent  to 
Tampa  bay,  under  Major  Bead.     About  300  ire,  or  aoon 
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will  be>  on  the  frontier  about  the  Suwannee,  to  guard 
against  those  marauding  straying  parties  that  may  attempt 
any  mischief  there. 

With  great  respect, 

J.  H.  EATON. 
Gen.  WinPTKLD  Scott. 

No.  3. 

HvADaVABTKUS  AttMT  Or  FlORIDA, 

Ohdbb  No.  13.  Fort  Drone,  March  14,  1836. 

General  Thomas  Woodward,  of  Macon  county,  Alaba- 
ma, is  authorized,  aided  by  Majors  J.  H.  Watson  and  W. 
B.  Flournoy,  to  accept  the  serrices  ol  any  five  hundred 
Creek  warriors,  to  be  employed  as  auxiliaries  in  the  pres- 
ent war  against  the  Seminole  Indians.  Should  General 
Woodward  decline  taking  the  command  of  these  friendly 
Indians,  Major  Watson,  assisted  by  Major  Flournoy,  will 
take  the  command  of  them.  ^ 

The  United  States  sgents  in  the  Creek  nation  will  give 
■every  facility  in  raising  and  despatching  the  auxiliary  force 
mentioned  above.  The  force  will  proceed,  by  water,  from 
the  Creek  country  to  Tampa  bay,  where,  on  its  arrival,  it 
will  be  reported  to  any  general  or  colonel  who  may  be  in 
command  in  that  quarter. 

Commissions,  of  course,  cannot  be  granted  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  may  be  employed  with  this  force;  but  the 
commander  will  be  considered  as  having  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  the  next  officer  the  rank  of  major,  and  the 
third  that  of  captain.  Should  more  officers  be  requisite, 
one  or  two  lieutenants  will  be  recognised  ;  but  this  will  be 
a  subject  for  future  determination. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

No.  4. 

War  DsPARTAxirT,  April  13,  1886. 
Sin :  I  endoee  herewith  an  extract  of  a  letter  received 
{torn  Colonel  Hogan,  together  with  a  copy  of  one  this  day 
addressed  to  him. 

As  my  views  are  fully  expressed  in  the  letter  to  Colonel 
flogan,  I  need«not  trouble  you  with  a  repetition  of  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Mujor  General  Scott,  Fort  King,  Florida, 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  John  B,  Hogan  to  the  Secretary 

of  War,  dated 

TusKXOKX,  March  28,  1836. 
Sib  :  At  this  council  Mr.  John  H.  Watson,  the  same 
young  man  who  commenced  all  the  late  disturbances  at 
Columbus,  by  attackiug  a  party  of  Creeks  below  Fort 
Mitchell,  in  which  affiiir  two  white  men  were  killed  ;  this 
Mr.  Watson  came  on  the  ground  with  a  piece  of  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  an  order  recently  issued  by  Ma- 
jor General  Scott,  authorizing  General  Woodward,  of  this 
place,  who  is  one  of  the  new  batch  of  emigrating  contract- 
ors, to  accept  the  services  of  any  500  Creek  Indians,  as 
volunteers.  General  W.  declined  making  any  efforts  to 
raise  volunteers,  by  stating  that  it  was  a  well-known  fact 
that  he  had  no  influence  with  the  Indians,  but  if  they  were 
raised,  and  no  better  man  could  be  found/  he  would  go 
with  them ;  but,  as  far  as  I  could  understand  his  open 
declarations,  he  appeared  to  disapprove  altogether  of  the 
project,  as  it  was  his  opinion  that  it  would  retard  emigra- 
tion. Mr.  Watson,  who  appears  to  be  a  wild,  rash,  in- 
considerate young  man,  insisted  that  I  was  bound  to  raise 
the  warriors.  I  referred  him  to  Captain  Page,  as  a  mili- 
tary officer,  and  who  was  acting  as  superintendent,  but  he 
seemed  to  think  that  a  word  or  two  from  me  would  induce 
the  chiefo  to  jump  at  the  offer.  In  the  mean  time  I  con- 
sulted Captain  Page,  who  was  decidedly  opposed  to  send- 
ing Indians  under  tRp  orders  of  such  a  man,  and,  indeed, 
seemed  to  disapprove  of  it.     I  also  coneulted  with  Opoth- 


leoholo^  who  said  he  did  not  want  his  people  to  sogags  m 
any  such  war  at  present;  that  he  was  anxious  toget  oif foe 
the  West;  but  if  the  Secretary  of  war  wanted  his  people  to 
go,  he  did  not  wish  them  to  go  with  men  he  did  knov, 
and  of  course  had  no  confidence  in.  Other  chicCi  told  ne 
the  same  thing«»  Mr.  Watson  continued  to  ibUow  m 
about,  and  insisting  that  I  must  get  him  Indianetago; 
and  at  last  he  became  rude  and  offinisive.  I  then  cat  kin 
sfiort,  by  telling  him  if  be  had  any  communicstioM  to 
make  me,  to  do  it  in  writing,  and  I  would  in  the  msm 
manner  reply.  I  also  consulted  the  emigrating  eontnct< 
ore,  who  I  had  reason  to  think  were  pushing  oo  WatMB, 
and  asked  them,  if  the  Indian  warriors  were  niied,  if  they 
would  give  me,  from  under  their  hands,  a  reltnqaifliBMBt 
of  any  claim  they  might  hereafter  chooee  to  piefer  for  dm- 
ages  on  account  of  those  Indians  being  earned  to  Flor- 
ida. They  said  they  would  not  give  any  relinqotilimeiit, 
but  the  Indians  might  go  if  the  War  Department  required 
their  services. 

Whatever  inclination  I  might  have  to  obey  Geoenl 
Scott's  orders,  and  certainly  there  is  no  officer  I  btYO  eter 
served  under  that  I  more  highly  love  and  respect,  ind 
whose  orders  at  all  times  aflorded  me  more  plestoie  to 
obey,  yet,  in  the  present  instance,  I  have  deemed  it  arat 
prudent  to  rtffer  the  whole  matter  to  you.  I  can  easily 
perceive  General  Scotfs  situation  when  hs  gavo  that 
order  to  those  young  men,  Watson  and  Flournoy,  who 
visited  him  at  Plcolata,  and  no  doubt  made  adiaplajof 
their  patriotism  and  popularity  among  the  Creeki,  aad 
urged  the  General  to  give  them  an  order  to  bring  into  dte 
field  600  Indians.  The  General  seeing  but  one  ride,  and 
being  pleased  with  their  spirit,  gave  the  order;  yoawill 
see,  too,  that  the  order  (a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  en- 
close) does  not  embrace  an  order  on  the  eommiaasiiit  or 
quartermaster  general's  department  for  sufasisteoee  and 
transportation,  or  on  the  ordnance  department  for  anna,  or 
their  being  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
nor  was  it  personally  addressed  to  Captain  Pageor  myMlC 
or  would  Mr.  Watson  vouch  that  it  waa  a  oorred  copf  d 
General  Scott's  order,  as  he  wrote  it,  he  said,  from  maa- 
ory .  IT  it  is  desirable  to  havu  the  500  Creek  warrion  «- 
gage  in  this  war,  I  have  but  little  doubt  they  can  be  oMaiB- 
ed,  if  proper  persons  are  sent  to  command  them,  but  I  di) 
not  think  that  either  Mr.  Watson  or  Mr.  Flouraoy  ara  the 
right  sort  of  persons  to  be  chaiged  with  such  a  eooiiBaJid. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  the  bravery  of  either,  but  I  ahooU 
think  they  lack  the  other  requiaites  of  a  oomnaaoder,  m: 
prudence,  temper,  caution,  and  experience.  If,  howewj 
you  wish  the  order  complied  with,  it  shall  bs  atteisptfli- 
and  enforced  as  far  as  my  influence  will  go>  lo  ^* 
first  communication  to  General  Scott,  I  made  a  tcJkktrf 
of  my  services,  should  he  require  Indians  in  this  can-- ' 
paign  ;  not  having  heard  from  him,  I  presumed  the  ^V^ 
ment  would  sanction  the  employment  of  them,  and  tboQ9i| 
no  more  on  the  subject.  If,  however,  I  am  mistakes,  I 
again  tender  my  services  to  go  as  commander  of  sock  • 
body  as  the  Department  may  order.  A  matter  of  thsiaoit 
is  much  more  to  my  taste  (hon  the  duties  now  asvignodDO^v 

I  have  the  honor  to  rciuain  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

JOHN  B.  HOGAN.     ^ 

Hon.  Lxwis  Cabs.  ' 

1 

No.  6.  I 

.  Wab  DxrAmmiiT,  AftrU  IS,  1836. 
Sib  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  altimo. 
With  respect  to  the  employment  of  the  Creek  Indiaia  on*. 
der  the  orders  of  General  Scott,  I  am  unwilling  to  give  jo« 
any  definite  instructions.  I  would  rsther  that  the  csnipei|B 
should  be  brought  to  a  sucscessful  termination  witbovl  tbe 
aid  of  the  Creek  Indians.  Still,  if  from  the  nature  of  the 
operations,  this  cannot  be  done  without  sacrificing  oar  oftt 
troops  to  the  unheallhfuliieas  of  the  climate  in  the  tfcty . 
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of  Um  y«8f,  the  Department  will  coment  to  have  a 
socpe  of  these  Indiane  raleed,  if  they  are  wUlinif  to  be  ao 
onplojred.  B«t  the  ttme  whidk  haa  iotervened  amce  the 
luthority  given  by  General  8eott  on  thia  anbject,  and  the 
^rent  cbangea  which  may  have  occurred  in  the  state  of 
hiogB  in  Florida^  render  it  inexpedient  te  give  directiona 
lere  to  have  any  measurea  taken.  I  think  it  i«  beat  that  yon 
ihonld  explain  to  the  Creeks  the  viewa  of  General  Bcott, 
n  relation  to  the  employment  of  theae  young  men,  and  re- 
[HCsC  them  to  have  in  readineaa  the  force  which  he  required 
o  be  enUed  oat,  ahonid  General  Scott  again  renew  the  re- 
liantiHu  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  communicate  theae 
riewe  to  General  Scott^  and  refer  to  hia  own  diacietion  the 
»Qiee  which  aball  be  taken. 

I  have  to  request  your  nalooa  eo-operation  in  whatever 
MeaorM  General  Soott  may  think  neeesaary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Colonel  J.  B.  Hooav .  Columbus^  Georgia, 

No.  6. 

^xiraeifrom  a  Utter  of  Major  General  Thomae  S.  Jeaup  to 
ike  Hon,  B,  F,  Butler,  {Secretary of  War  adinterim,) 


«FomT  Daub,  Mar^  7,  1887. 
**  When  th»  Indian  regiment  was  rused  in  the  Creek 
leonlry  far  service- in  Florida,  it  was  distinctly  understood 
ly  tkem,  as  well  aa  by  me,  that  they  were  to  be  allowed  to 
atmii  te  Alabama  in  time  to  remove  to  the  country  aa- 
Hi^Md  to  them  in  the  weat  of  the  Missieaippi,  before  the 
■aaoD  for  planting  their  com.  I  have  found  it  neceeaary 
to  retain  tbem  in  aervice  up  to  thia  time,  and  it  is  important 
that  they  reuab  until  the  Seminoles  remove.  Had  they 
IsA  ma  on  the  let  of  February,  according  to  the  aaaurancea 
tiven  to  then,  I  muat  have  called  into  aervice  at  least  two 
ifgimanU  of  militia  or  volunteers,  to  have  taken  their  placea, 
It  a  heavy  expenae ;  beaidea,  there  would  have  been  much 
bse  of  time  in  dischaxging  the  Indians,  and  bringing  into 
tsrvica  the  militia.  From  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the 
ireamslanesa  in  which  I  found  myaelf,  aawell  aa  from  (he 
itiiatidn  of  the  enemy,  and  the  nature  of  the  country  in 
abich  we  were  operating,  I  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
nund  poliey,  aa  well  aa  consideratfofia  of  economy,  made 
i  proper  to  retain  the  Indian  force.  To  induce  them  to 
anain^  I  assured  them' that  if  they  should  be  detained  he- 
read  the  planting  season,  the  United  Statea  would  not  only 
nWst  tliaai  for  twelve  montha  after  their  arrival  West, 
mUf  in  addition  to  that  period,  until  the  time  of  gathering 
heir  crops  next  year.  By  the  arrangement  which  I  have 
Bade  with  them,  a  conaidefable  aum  will  be  aaved  to  the 
r^rataary  in  the  and,  and  I  respectfully  ask  that  it  be  ap- 
naatd  by  the  Department." 

No.  7. 

Wab  DBVAaTKtvT,  Mardi  t7,  1887. 
Bin  t  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
fth  Insianty  reapeeiing  the  further  continuance  of  the  regi« 
aaot  of  Greek  warriors  in  the  service  of  the  United  Btatea. 
rhe  laaaons  given  by  you  for  adopting  thia  measure  are 
■tlirely  satisfactory,  and  the  Department  therefore  approves 
$,  and  will  carry  into  eifect  the  aasurancea  which  you  have 
pven  thoaa  Indiana  reapecting  their  aubaiatenoe  after  their 
■rival  at  tbeir  homea  in  the  West. 
Tery  leapeetfuUy,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

J.  n.  POINSETT. 
M^  Gen.  TaoMAa  8.  Jsavp, 

Fort  Dade,  Gart^e  Ferry,  Florida, 

No.  8. 
Wab  DxPAaTvavT,  July  2S,  1887. 
8ia :  It  having  been  deemed  advisable  to  employ  a  body 
Bf  liriendlj  Indiana  to  aid  in  the  oparatioBS  against  tbs  Ssm-  '  inamicted  to  turn  over  to  you  the  sum  of  three  thousand 


inolea  of  Florida  during  the  next  campaign,  you  are  requi- 
red to  endeavor  to  engage  for  this  service  four  hundred 
Shawneea,  two  hundred  Delawares,  and  one  hundred 
Kickapooa,  to  be  selebted  from  the  most  intelligent  of  those 
best  afiected  towards  the  United  Stales.  You  will  repre- 
aent  to  them  that  they  will  be  divided  into  bands  of  fifty 
each,  including  the  individual  who  may  have  the  command 
of  each  band,  and  who  will  be  selected  by  those  composing 
the  banda  out  of  their  own  number.  The  compensation  of 
these  Indians  for  six  months'  service  will  be  as  follows  :  to 
the  chief  of  each  band  four  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars, 
and  to  all  others,  each  two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 
Besides  this  pay,  they  will  be  subsisted  at  the  expeof^e  of 
the  Government ;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  assure  tbem  that 
every  effort  will  be  made  to  give  them,  should  they  desire 
it,  the  same  kind  of  ration  which  they  now  receive ;  and 
that  should  any  of  the  Indians  thus  engaged,  die  or  be  killed 
while  in  the  service  of  the  Government,  the  amount  of  pay 
which  may  be  due  them  for  the  six  months'  aervice  will  be 
given  to  their  families. 

These  Indians  will  be  armed  with  their  own  rifles  and 
implements,  so  far  as  they  possess  them,  and  those  who 
may  not  have  them  of  their  own  will  be  furniahed  by  the 
United  Statea,  the  cost  of  which  to  be  deducted  from  their 
pay.  Each  band  will  select  its  own  interpreter,  who  will 
be  enrolled  and  will  compose  one  of  the  fifty.  The  com- 
pensation of  each  interpreter,  for  the  six  months'  service,- 
will  be  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  enrolment  and  organi- 
xation  of  this  forca  should  be  completed  su/ficiently  early  to 
admit  of  its  transportation  to  Tampa  bay,  Florids,  by  the 
middle  of  October  next  at  latest.  In  the  duty  of  enrolling 
and  organizing,  you  will  be  aasisted  by  one  or  more  officers 
of  the  army,  who  will  join  you  at  the  proper  time  for  the 
purpose,  and  who,  when  this  duty  shall  have  been  complet- 
ed, will  take  charge  of  the  Indians,  and  conduct  them  in 
tranaporta  on  their  way  to  Florida. 

Very  respectfully^  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Major  R.  W.  CuMxiirs, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Missouri . 

[Same  to  Captun  William  Armatrong,  substituting  for 
the  namea  and  numbera  of  the  tribea,  two  hundred  Choc- 
tawa. 

Same  to  General  J.  M.  Street,  aubstituting  for  the  namea 
and  numbera  of  the  tribea,  one  hundred  Saca  and  Foxea.  ] 

No.  9. 

Extract  from  a  Utter  to  Major  General  Tkomae  S,  Jesup, ' 

«•  Wab  Dipabtmsvt.  July  I,  1837. 
'*  Meaaurea  have  been  taken  to  obtain  the  Indian  force 
you  have  recommended,  and  It  ia  hoped  that  one  thousand 
warriora  will  be  at  Tampa  in  time  to  co-operate  with  the 
regulara  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  :  say  two 
hundred  Delawarea,  four  hundred  Shawnees,  one  hundred 
Sacs  and  Foxes,  one  hundred  Kickapoos,  and  two  hundred 
Choctawa;  making  in  all  one  thousand  warriors." 

No.  10. 

Wab  DxFABTKXiTT,  Au0uet  I,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  enclose  for  your  information  copies  of  instructions 
that  have  been  issued  in  reference  to  the  employment  of  an 
Indian  force  during  the  next  campaign  in  Florida. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R,  POINSETT. 
Major  General  Tbokas  S.  Jesup, 

Garey'e  Ferry,  Florida. 

No.  11. 

Wab  DtPABTKiiTT,  August  8,  1837. 
Sib  :  Major  Brant,  quartermaater  at  St.  Louis,  has  been 
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dollarf,  which  is  to  defray  the  expenses  incideiit  to  enga- 
ging the  Shawnees,  Delnwares,  Kickspoos,  and  8ae  and 
Fox  Indians,  for  service  in  Florida. 

These  expenses  will  comprise  those  necessarily  incarred 
by  the  agent  in  assembling  the  Indians  at  aome  proper 
point,  the  cost  of  their  subsistence  while  there,  antU  thsy 
shall  have  been  regularly  enrolled  and  organised  into  com- 
panies and  received  into  the  serrtce  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  such  clothing  as  they  may  be  in  immediate  want  of. 
Payments  for  these  objects  will  be  made  upon  accounts  cer- 
tified by  the  agent  whose  duty  it  is  to  collect  the  Indians 
together.  Of  the  sum  mentioned,  you  will  place  two  thou- 
aand  five  hundred  dollars  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Bean,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  clothing  the  Shawnees,  Delawares, 
and  Kiclupoos,  and  the  remainder  you  will  take  charge  o^ 
and  pay  the  expenses  incident  to*  the  assembling  of  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes. 
•  Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Lieut.  Behj.  Poolb,  St,  Louts,  Mo. 

No.  12. 

Wab  Bbpabtkivt,  August  8,  1837. 

Sim  :  For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  incident 
to  assembling  the  Choctaw  Indians  required  for  serviee  in 
Florida,  for  subsisting  them  till  they  shall  have  have  been 
enrolled,  organized,  and  regularly  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  providing  them  with  such  ar- 
ticles of  clothing  as  they  may  be  in  immediate  want  of,  the 
asalstant  quartermaster  at  Fort  Gibson,  has  been  instructed 
to  place  in  your  hands  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 
Yon  will  make  the  payments  for  the  above  objects,  and  for 
such  other  expenses  as  the  agent  may  necessarily  incur,  on 
accounts  certified  by  the  agent  whose  duty  it  is  to  assemble 
the  Indians. 

With  respect  to  arms  for  such  of  these  Indians  as  may 
not  have  them,  these  will  be  supplied  from  the  arsenal  at 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana ;  at  which  place,  in  transporting 
the  Indians  to  Now  Orleans,  you  will  stop,  for  the  pnrpoee 
of  providing  the  Indians  with  them. 

Very  respectfaUy,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Capt.  Brhj.  L.  E.  BoirzrBTiLLt, 

U.  5.  Army,  Fort  Oibeon,  Ark. 

No.  13. 

Wab  DirABTMRirT,  August  9,  1837. 

Sib  :  Captains  Gordon  and  Bean  have  been  eelected  to 
assist  you  in  the  performance  of  the  daty  of  engaging  the 
Shawnees,  Delawares,  and  Kickapooe,  for  service  in  Flor- 
ida, imposed  upon  you  by  my  letter  of  the  S2d  ultimo,  and 
to  take  charge  of  those  Indians  and  conduct  them  to  Flori- 
da, when  they  shall  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

Measures  have  been  taken  for  placing  in  the  hands  of 
Captains  Gordon  and  Bean,  such  an  amount  of  funds  as 
will,  it  is  supposed,  defray  the  expenses  which  it  may  be 
neceisaiy  to  incur  previous  to  the  Indians  being  mustered. 
These  expenses,  it  is  presumed,  will  principelly  consist  of 
those  incident  to  the  measures  for  collecting  the  Indians  at 
one  point,  their  subsistence,  and  the  purchase  of  such  arti- 
cles of  clothing  as  may  be  immediately  required  to  render 
them  comfortable,  and  to  create  a  favorable  impression  on 
their  part  towards  the  United  States.  Accounts  for  these 
objects  will  be  paid  by  Csptains  Gordon  and  Bean,  on  your 
certificate;  and  I  have  to  request,  that  in  your  expenditures, 
you  will  be  prudent,  and  as  economical  as  circumstances 
will  permit. 

Should  you  not  succeed  in  engaging  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  either  tribes  named,  you  will  use  your  discretion  in 
making  up  the  deficiency  from  one  or  both  of  the  others  ; 
and  should  the  number  of  each  tribe  which  you  may  pre- 


vail upon  to  enter  the  service^  fall  short  of  that  required^ 
you  will*  endeavor  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  from  other 
tribes,  being  careful  to  employ  those  who  wooid  eerre  witk 
the  Shawnees,  Delawares,  and  Kickapooe,  without  dang^ 
of  difficulty  from  dissensions  between  them. 

Very  respect£ully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POIN8ETT. 

Major  R.  W.  Cymmtiis,  Fort  Letnenworth^  MSMaomri. 

No.  U. 
Wab  DbpikBTvxvt,  Auguei  9,  1837. 
-  Sib  :  Lieutenant  Poole  has  been  eeleeied  to  wmM  yo« 
in  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  engaging  the  Saca  and 
Foxes  for  service  in  Florida,  impoeed  upon  you  by  my  let- 
ter of  the  SSd  mitimo,  and  to  take  charge  of  thoae  Indiana 
and  conduct  them  to  Florida,  when  they  shall  ha[ve  bean 
musteied  into  the  senriee  of  the  United  Statcey 

Measures  have  been  taken  for  placing  in  the  handa  of 
Lieutenant  Poole  such  an  amount  of  fonds  ns  wiB,  it  m 
supposed,  defray  the  expenses  which  it  may  ba 
to  incur  previous  to  the  Indians  being  mustered, 
expenses,  it  is  presumed,  will  principally  oonatst  d  tfioea 
incident  to  the  measures  for  collecting  the  Indiana  at  one 
point,  their  subsistence,  and  the  purchase  of  auch  aftides 
of  clothing  as  may  be  immediately  required  to  render  thcaa 
comfortable,  and  to  create  a  favorable  impraasion  on  thdr 
part  towards  the  United  States.  AccounU  for  theae  otgeds 
will  be  paid  by  Lieutenant  Poole,  on  your  certificaie ;  and 
I  have  to  request,  that  in  your  expenditures,  yon  win  ba 
prudent,  and  as  economical  as  circomstancee  will  permit. 

Should  you  not  succeed  in  engaging  the  reqoiaite  num- 
ber of  Saca  and  Foxes,  you  will  endeavor  to  make  np  the 
deficiency  from  some  other  tribe,  being  careful,  howevai^ 
in  engaging  those  who  would  harmonixe  in  feeling  with  the 
Sacs  and  Foxee,  and  serve  with  them  without  danger  of 
difficulty  from  dissensions  between  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Gen.  J.  M.  Stbbst, 

To  the  care  of  Gen.  Wm.  Clark,  St.  LtuU,  Afiawnri. 

No.  15. 

Wab  DavAmTMSRT,  Augnei  9.  1887. 

Sib  :  Captain  Bonneville  has  been  selected  toaaeiat  yen 
in  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  togaging  the  Choctaim 
for  service  in  Florida,  imposed  upon  you  by  my  letter  ef 
the  22d  ultimo,  and  to  take  charge  of  those  Indiana  ant 
eonduet  them  to  Florida  when  they  shall  have  baoo  mii^ 
tared  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Measures  have  been  taken  for  placing  in  the  Itnoda  af 
Captain  Bonneville  such  an  amount  of  funds  aa  will,  it  ja 
supposed,  defray  the  expenaes  which  it  may  be  nnuimaij 
to  incur  previous  to  the  Indiana  being  nnisteted.  Tbaaa 
expenses,  it  is  presumed,  will  principally  conaiat  oif  thuaa 
incident  to  the  measurse  for  collecting  the  Indiana  at  ena 
point,  their  subsistence,  and  the  purchase  of  snch 
of  clothing  as  may  be  immediately  lequirsd  to  render  tbi 
comfortable,  and  to  create  a  favorable  impression  on 
part  towards  the  United  States.  Accounts  for  these  otgeem 
will  be  paid  by  Captain  Bonneville^  on  your  eertificmte; 
and  I  have  to  requeat,  that  in  your  expenditures^  yon  wil 
be  prudent,  and  as  economical  as  circuroatancce  will  _ 

Should  you  not  succeed  in  engaging  the  reqaiaite 
ber  of  Choctawa»  you  will  endeavor  to  make  np  the 
ciency  from  aome  other  tribe ;  being  careful,  however,  in 
engaging  those  who  would  harmonize  in  feeling  with  Iba 
Choctaws,  and  serve  with  them  without  danger  of  difficoU 
ty  from  dissensions  between  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 
Captain  Williak  AnKSTvova, 

Choctaw  Agency,  Arhanoae. 
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No.  16. 

Waa  Depabtmsitt,  August  9,  1837. 
Sis:  In  the  inftracUont  to  Major  Camminfl,  whom  you 
u»  to  aMi«t  in  engaging  tho  Sacs  and  Foxes  reqatred  for 
Mrrice  in  Florida,  he  ie  told  that  thoee  Indians  who  may 
not  have  the  neceeaary  arma  and  accoutrementa  will  be 
provided  with  them  by  the  United  States ;  and  I  have  now 
to  mforai  yoa  that  these  will  be  supplied  at  St.  Loats,  on 
jonr  arrival  there  with  the  Indians  on  yoor  way  to  Florida. 
Vary  nspectfally,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Lieot.  B%wt,  L.  E.  Poo  is,  . 

Si.  Louisy  Mitwuti, 

9 

No.  17. 

War  DarAATVBVT,  Augu$t  9,  1837. 
OivTLBxair:  In  the  inatructions  to  Major  Cummina, 
whom  you  are  to  assist  in  engaging  the  Shawneea,  Dela- 
wiTM,  and  Kickapooa,  required  for  aervice  in  Florida,  he 
ii  told  that  thoae  Indians  who  may  not  have  the  neoesaary 
m  and  nceoutrements  will  be  provided  with  them  by  the 
Coiled  StAtes;  and  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  these 
will  ba  sopplied  at  St.  Louis,  on  your  anival  there  with 
Iha  Indians  on  your  way  to  Florida. 
Vary  raepectfully,  your  most  obedient  aervant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Captains  William  Gobsozt  and 

J.  L.  BsAF,  Fori  Leavenworth,  Mo* 


UNPAID  DUTIES,  fee. 


hdUrfrom  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcaeury,  {in  obedience 
to  a  re$olution  of  the  %Oth  of  September,^  with  «to/e- 
mintt  im  relation  to  the  amount  of  unpaid  dutiee^  4^. 
September  2\,    1837.     Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Way9  and  Means* 

TmiABURT    DlFARTXXHT, 

September  %\,  1837. 

Sib  :  The  following^  report  ia  submitted  in  compliance 
lith  a  resolution  passed  on  the  20th  instant,  in  these 
rords: 

**Re»h€dy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
tttsd  to  lay  before  this  House,  statements  of  the  amount 
f  dalles  unpaid  which  accrued  before  the  end  of  the  first 
•If  of  the  present  year,  and  when  payable  ;  of  the  amount 
ken  due  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  and  when 
tyaUe;  of  the  data  on  which  the  accruing  revenues  for 
M  last  half  of  the  present  year  were  founded. 
In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry,  the  annexed  statement  is 
thtbtied,  MM  being  the  most  accurate  which  ean  bo  furnish- 
I  from  materials  now  in  possession  of  the  Department, 
oceming  the  **  amount  of  dutiea  unpaid  which  accrued 
rfbre  the  end  of  the  first  half  of  the  present  year,  and  when 
9able."  (A) 

The  next  atatement  (B)  shows  **  the  amount  then  due 
Ntt  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  when  payable." 
The  last  statement  (C)  contains  the  information  desired 
the  last  inquiry,  as  to  *<  the  data  on  which  the  accruing 
•noes  for  the  last  half  of  the  present  year  were  founded." 
This  statement  is  prepared  or.  the  supposition  that,  by 
B expression  "accruing  revenues,"  is  here  meant  the 
psnues  estimated  in  the  report  at  the  commencement  of 
I  aesolon,  as  likely  to  be  actually  received  '<  for  the  last 
If  of  the  present  year."  Because  the  Department  has 
i  madm  nor  submitted  any  estimate  of  the  revenues, 
och  may  accrue  in  the  last  half  of  the  year,  and  not  be 
m  payable.  Much  of  those  then  accruing  will  not  be 
fsMe,  or  received  till  another  year,  and  the  amount  is 
^  therefore,  usually  exhibited  in  reports  on  the  finances 
an  earlier  date,  and  did  not  seem  material  to  t>e  exhibit- 


ed in  that  which  I  had  recently  the  honor  to  submit  to 
Congress.  Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Jaxss  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

A. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  statement  required  under  thia 
head  is  wished  to  embrace  only  the  bonds  for  revenue  ac- 
cruing in  the  first  half  of  the  year  A.  D.  1887,  which 
were  unpaid  at  the  end  of  that  half  year ;  otharwbe,  it 
would  include  all  the  bonds  in  previous  years  thafflhen 
remained  unpaid;  and  which,  from  inaolvencies,  suits, 
and  other  causes,  are  large  in  amount ;  and  the  times  when 
payable,  very  difficult  to  be  either  aacertained,  eatimated, 
or  described,  with  accuracy. 

The  following  exhibit,  compiled  from  the  returns  in  the 
ofiioe  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  furnishes  the  fullest 
and  most  accurate  data  on  this  subject  which  are  now  in 
this  Department 

Such  of  those  bonds  as  were  not  put  in  suit,  have  gen- 
erally been  postponed  till  the  1st  of  October. 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  custom-house  bonds  delivered 
to  district  attorneys  for  suit^  from  \st  January t  1837, 
to  30/A  June,  1837,  as  returned  to  the  Solicitor's  office* 

IB    DISTaiCT    HOBTH    Or    KKW    TOSK. 

From  1st  January  to  10th 

May,  1837         -  -     $99,130  77 

From   10th   May   to   30th 

June      •  .  .     206,419  S3 

$236,543  00 

IfSW    TOSK. 

From  Ut  Jannary  to  10th 

May       -  .  .     118,434  29 

From    10th    May    to  30th 

June      .  -  *  1,283,274  92 


1,401,709  21 


sovTa  or  mw  tobk. 

From  1st  January  to  10th 

May      .  -  -       13,^989  32 

From  10th    May    to    30th 

June      .  -  -     688,893  94 


Aggregate 


662,383  26 
-$2,189,636  47 


From  1st  January  to  10th 

May      -  .  -      181,664  38 

From  10th   May    to   30th 

June     •  -  -2,028,081  09 


$2,189,636  47 


B. 

Due  by  the  United  States  Bank  on  account  of  the  stock 
owned  by  the  United  States,  and  tho  navy  pension  fund, 
$7,946,366  11 ;  payable  in  four  equal  onnual  inttalments, 
of  $1,986,689  04,  in  September,  1837,  1838,  1839,  and 
1840,  with  interest  from  March  8d,  1886. 

Of  the  above  amount,  $74 1,661  28  is  on  account  of  the 
navy  pension  fund,  and  has  partly  been  paid,  and  the 
residue  will  be  out  of  the  first  instalment,  when  received. 
It  is  a  portion  of  a  trust  fund,  and  not  applicable  to  ^n- 
eral  purposes. 

C. 

The  revenues  that  will  actually   be  received   by   the 
Treasury  during  the  last  half  year  of  1837,  wore  in  August 
last  estimated  on  the  following  data : 
1st.  Thoae  from  lands  were  computed  at 

alH>ut  the  supposed  average  for  July  and 
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August,  which  it  was  asoertained  and  es- 
timated would  not  be  far  from  $250,000 
per  month.  This  for  six  months  would  be 

8d.  Those  from  miscellaneous  sources,  such 
as  interest  before  due  from  deposit*  banks 
dtc,  about        .  .  .  . 

8d.  Those  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  applicable  to  public  purposes,  after 
deducting  from  the  first  instalment  on 
hand  the  sum  paid  and  due  to  the  Navj 
Department  fur  the  pension  fund,  about 


These  items  and  amounts  were  deemed 
highly  probable,  and  were  independent  of 
any  course  the  Department  or  Congress 
might  adopt  as  to  the  postponement  of  bonds 
for  duties,  or  of  the  cash  duties. 

But  the  Department  having  postponed, 
and  authorized  to  be  postponed  till  October 
1st,  all  the  bonds  for  duties  which  fell  due 
before  that  date,  under  the  conditions  and 
terms  detailed  in  the  recent  report,  it  was 
estimated  that  in  July,  August,  and  Sep- 
tember, the  actual  receipts  for  duties  beyond, 
or  after  deducting  the  debentures  and  custom- 
house expenses  payable  in  or  chargeable  to 
that  quarter  of  the  year,  would  not  much 
exceed      -  -  -  -  - 

The  debentures  alone,  it  was  ascertained 
and  estimated,  would  amount  to  near  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars ;  and  so  large  a  part  of  the 
receipts  was  in  drafts  not  paid  by  the  banks, 
and  which  could  not  be  paid  out  again  after 
being  redeemed,  that  the  Department  was 
obliged  to  refund  money  from  former  col- 
lections to  meet  the  demands  on  account  of 
debentures  and  other  expenses. 

It  was  next  supposed  that  if  Congress 
postponed  till  the  1st  of  January,  1838,  all 
the  lionds  due  on  the  1st  October,  and  such 
as  might  fall  due  during  the  rest  oif  the  year, 
the  actual  receipts  in  the  last  quarter,  from 
duties,  would  not  exceed  the  debentures  and 
expenses  over        .... 


$1,500,000 


300,000 


1,600,000 
#3,900,000 


300,000 


1,000,000 


This  would  make  the  whole  receipts,  in 
the  last  half  of  the  year,  only 


94,500.000 


But  if  Congress  postponed  the  bonds  due  in  October,  as 
well  as  all  others  falling  due  within  the  year,  to  a  period 
of  six  months  from  the  time  they  originally  fell  due,  it 
was  supposed  that,  in  the  last  quarter,  the  actual  collec- 
tions from  them  would  be  near  the  additional  sum  of 
$2,500,000.  None  would  then  become  finally  due  till 
the  middle  of  November,  and  thence  to  the  end  of  the  year 
only  such  as  had  been  postponed  during  the  last  half  of 
May  and  the  month  of  June.  Of  these  It  was  expected 
that  a  considerable  portion  would  be  put  in  suit  and  not 
paid  within  1837.  This  would  make,  on  that  hypothesia, 
an  aggregate  of  receipts  for  the  last  half  of  the  year  of 
about  $7,000,000. 

But  if  Congress  should  make  no  further  postponement 
of  any  bonds  beyond  October  Ist,  it  was  computed  that 
the  additional  sum  collected  in  the  last  quarter,  inatead  of 
$2,500,000,  would  be  about  $5,000,000.  It  was  sup- 
posed that,  in  such  an  event,  a  still  larger  proportion  of 
bonds  falling  due  during  the  quarter  would  be  put  in  suit 
and  not  collected  within  the  year.  This  would  constitute 
an  aggregate  of  actual  receipts  for  the  last  half  of  the  year 
equal  to  about  $9,500,000. 

The  bonds  put  in  suit  in  the  third  quarter  are  ascertain- 


ed and  computed  to  have  baen  near  one-filth  of  thoss  iifl- 
ing  due,  and  the  expenses  of  the  custom-houses  daiiqi 
that  period  equalled  near  six  per  cent  on  the  gross  revemi^ 
beside  the  large  sum  of  about  a  million  paid  back  for  di* 
benturea  on  goods  reshippad  under  the  extraordinary  iliti 
of  the  commercial  world. 

During  the  fourth  quarter  it  was  considered  that  the  a- 
penses  would  be  similar  in  amount  and  the  debentgm 
either  more  or  less,  as  the  bonds  for  duties  should  be  piil 
in  or  postponed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 


SAFE  KEEPING  OF  PUBLIC  MONGTS. 

LeUerfrmH  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeastiry,  trammittkig 
the  information  required  by  a  resobUion  of  ike  Ihm 
of  Repretentativee  of  the  IBM  irutant,  in  rehtitm  if 
the  methods  which  have  been  adopted  for  ihi  ttfi 
keying  of  the  pubKc  fundi,  4^.  September  91^ 
1837,  read  and  taid  on  the  tabk» 

TaxAsoBT  Depabtxevt,  September  TL%^  1837. 
Sir:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  witk  tiie 
following  resolution,  passed  the  18th  instant: 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasui;  prepeie 
and  report  to  this  House,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  stalcmal 
showing  what  methods  have  been  adopted  for  the  nft- 
keeping  of  the  public  funds,  since  the  first  oiganiiatiaa  of 
the  Government  under  the  constitution ;  the  leogth  of  tiiM 
that  each  method  has  been  in  use,  designating  the  aerenl 
changes,  and  when  made ;  and  what  losses  under  eacb 
method  have  been  sustained  by  the  Treasury,  in  coiW' 
quence  of  defalcation  of  agents  or  officers  so  intnutcd 
with  the  funds  for  safe- keeping.'* 

The  first -method  adopted  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  p<^ 
lie  money  after  the  organization  of  the  Government  oms 
the  present  constitutton,  was  devised  and  directed  bj  (be 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  appears  to  have  IHl  cs* 
powered  to  do  this,  as  being  the  officer  invested  with  pa- 
eral  superintendence  over  the  collection  and  diebarwDxat 
of  the  revenue.  No  law  pointed  out  any  specific  oetM 
to  be  pursued,  but  it  was  merely  provided  by  the  ad  rf 
September  3,1789,  that  the  Threasurer  should  "itefik 
public  money  and  "disburse  the  same.*' 

The  plan  selected  was  unlike  that  in  most  other  eoonbis, 
80  far  as  it  required  that  very  little  of  the  Donej  AsdA 
be  kept  by  the  Treasurer  himself,  at  the  seat  of  Gonin- 
ment,  and  in  his  personal  custody.  It  would,  hswevoi 
seem,  from  a  report  to  the  House  of  Represeolstive^  tt) 
May,  1794,  that  prior  to  that  date  small  sums  had  beta* 
kept  by  him  occasionally.  Departing  from  the  genenl  pnc> 
tice  abroad  in  some  other  respects,  the  Secretaiy  orM 
most  of  the  money,  after  it  was  collected,  to  be  paid  ov> 
to  several  bank  agents,  and  to  be  then  kept  as  well  ai  ^ 
bursed  through  them.  Some  of  these  were  k>cated  nearai' 
some  at  a  diatance  from  the  Treasurer ;  but  they,  u  weU  tf 
the  collectors,  till  the  money  was  paid  over,  were  alvQ* 
regarded  as  representing  him  for  this  purpose,  l^^^*^ 
the  money  by  them.  They  reported  regularly  to  faimi  >*' 
acted  under  instructions  from  him  aiMl  the  Scaeta>7  * 
the  Treasury. 

Those  fiscal  agents  at  first  consisted  of  the  collccton  s 
customs,  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  some  ha^ 
abroad,  and   three  or  four  banking  institutioos  at  bai* 
No  receivers  of  money  from  the  sales  of  public  laodi  «<* 
then  in  existence.     The  method  was  to  have  theeofledoi  ^ 
to  keep  the  money  safely  till  it  could  be  kxiged  in  «^ 
bank  situated  near,  which  the  Department  should  icMiJ^ 
till  it  could  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasurer  by  some  aAi 
conveyance,  or  be  paid  out  on  drafts  and  bills  dfiiwB  m' 
them  by  the  Department,  or  under  its  orders.  ^ 

The  number  of  banks  thus  selected  and  used  ^^^^J^J! 
first  charter  of  the  United  Sutrs  Bank  is  supposed  to  naff 
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[35th  Coxa.  Itt  Sbsi. 


been  only  foar,  viz :  the  Bank  of  North  America  at  Phila- 
ddphia^  the  Bank  of  New  York,  at  New  York,  the  Maa- 
filSiiuetts  Bank  at  Boaton»  and  the  Bank  of  Maryland  at 
Baltimore. 

No  losaea  by  de&lcation  or  otherwise  are  known  to  have 
ooeurred  under  this  method. 

A  second  one  was  adop'ed  in  1791,  or  early  in  1792,  by 
vm%  the  United  Statea  Bank  and  its  brancbei,  where  situ- 
aled  conveniently,  to  hold  a  part  of  the  depositea  in  common 
with  the  former  fonr  State  banka,  and  auch  others  as  from 
time  to  time  were  considered  useful  for  this  purpose,  and 
■ecordingly  were  added  to  the  number.  But  there  waa  no 
law  nor  any  provision  in  its  charter  requiring  this  course 
to  be  pursued.  In  181 1,  when  its  charter  expired,  that -in- 
stitution and  its  branehea  held  only  about  two-thirda  of  the 
pnUic  money  on  deposits  in  banks. 

The  residue  of  the  money  so  deposited  appesra  to  have 
been  in  the  immediate  custody  of  eleven  State  banks.  (See 
report  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  House  of  Rep- 
nsentatives,  January  10,  1811,  ubleC.) 

Under  the  above  method  some  losses  occurred  of  the 
poUie  money  in  the  hands  of  collecting  officers,  before  paid 
over  on  drafts  or  deposited  in  bank,  or  transmitted  to  the 
Treasnrer. 

Bat  how  much  of  this  and  similar  defalcations  occurred, 
and  ie  property  chargeable  on  the  safe  keeping,  and  how 
much  on  the  collection  of  the  public  money,  cannot  be  dis- 
crinuDated  on  the  books  of  the  ]]fepartment,  and  must  be  a 
■letter  of  opinion. 

.  Itie  not  known  that  any  loss  happened  during  that  period 
by  the  failure  of  any  bank  depository. 

After  the  exp' ration  of  the  charter  of  the  first  United 
Statee  Bank,  in  181 1,  more  State  institutions  were  employ- 
ed, and  the  former  system  was  thus  modified,  until  the 
charter  of  a  second  United  States  Bank  in  1816. 

The  loeses  under  this  system,  from  181 1  to  1817,  were 
very  inconsiderable,  except  by  delays  and  depreciationa 
from  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  No  direct  losses 
from  banka  during  that  period  appear  on  the  records  of  the 
Treaeury.  The  third  method,  adopted  in  1816,  and  car- 
ried into  effect  in  1817,  was  the  first  specific  one  pointed 
out  by  law.  The  act  of  Congress  incorporating  the  bank 
provided  that  the  public  money  be  placed  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  its  branches  in  places  where  any 
should  be  located,  **  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct/' 

It  waa  left  to  be  implied  that,  in  other  places.  State  banks 
night  be  employed,  as  had  previously  been  done,  when 
found  convenient.  But  no  express  legislative  direction  to 
tfiat  effect  was  given,  unless  the  provision  be  so  ccmsidered 
which  permitted  the  United  States  Bank,  under  the  appro- 
betion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  select  and  use 
etftain  State  banka  instead  of  establishing  branches.  Ac- 
eonling:ly9  several  of  the  old  State  banks  were  continued  as 
pabfie  depositories,  snd  several  new  ones  were  from  time 
to  time  a<U]ed,  till  1833,  when  the  deposites,  under  the 
power  reaerved  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
eharter  of  the  United  States  Bank,  were  gradually  remov- 
ed from  that  institution  and  its  branches  to  several  State 
banks. 

In  the  mean  time,  from  1816  to  1833,  under  the  method 
then  in  use,  some  large  losses  occurred.  They  were 
chieilj  by  means  of  State  banks,  though  some  happened 
with  collectors  and  receivers,  while  the  money  was  in  their 
eoetody.  But,  aatbefore  remarked,  these  last  cannot  be 
•eparateiy  aaoertained  and  discriminated  from  the  losses  in 
eollecting,  rather  than  keeping  the  revenne.  The  defalca- 
Ibna  by  the  banks  during  that  period,  and  which  have  not 
since  been  collected,  amount  to  about  $1,100,000,  without 
eempating  interest,  and  without  reckoning  any  incidental 
injiiriee  by  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  by  the 
use  of  •  depredated  currency.     (See  supplemental  leport. 
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December,  1834,  by  this  Department  to  Congress,  and 
table  B  B.) 

From  October,  1833,  to  July,  1836,  a  method  waa  again 
adopted  of  using  State  banks  almost  ^clcAively,  under  the 
general  provuions  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  September  3, 
1789. 

During  that  period  no  losses  are  known  to  have  occurred 
by  banks,  except  on  a  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
in  this  District,  of  $37,618.  Of  that  sum,  about  $14,257 
have  since  been  paid,  and  moat  of  the  residue  is  supposed 
to  be  secure. 

From  June,  1886,  to  May,  1837,  a  similar  method  was 
pursued,  except  that  its  terms  and  conditions  were  specially 
regulated  by  an  act  of  Congress,  the  provisions  of  whieh 
are  well  known  to  the  House. 

This  last  mode,  as  already  reported  to  Congress  at  its 
present  session,  ceased,  by  operation  of  law,  during  the 
last  spring,  except  in  relation  to  five  or  six  deposite  banks, 
which  have  continued  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie. 

The  direct  losses  sustained  under  it  appear  now  to  lie 
large.  But,  in  the  end,  as  recently  communicated  to  Con- 
gress, they  are  not  considered  as  likely  to  amount  to  any 
thing,  though  the  disappointments,  delays,  and  injuries 
under  it  roust,  it  is  manifest,  in  several  cares,  be  great. 
The  indirect  losses  to  the  public  creditors  and  contract- 
ors ha\p  been  considerable,  and  are  difficult  to  be  compu- 
ted. 

Since  last  May  the  method  adopted  has  been  to  use  those 
six  banks  to  the  amount  authorized  under  the  act  of  June, 
1 836,  and  to  resort,  in  conformity  to  the  eicchth  section  cf  • 
that  act,  to  the  laws  before  in  force,  as  a  guide  for  keeping 
the  residue. 

As  stated  heretofore,  those  laws  required  the  Treasurer 
merely  to  keep  and  disburse  the  public  money ;  and  the 
course  has  been  since  pursued  of  employing  the  collecting 
officers,  subject  to  instructions  from  the  Treasury  and  this 
Department,  to  keep  the  funds  as  safely  as  possible  which 
they  collect,  till  placed  in  one  of  those  dx  banks,  or  drawn 
for  expenditure,  or  till  they  can  be  transmitted  to  the  Trea- 
surer, or  till  Congress  make  new  regulations  on  the  sub- 
ject. These  officers  either  secure  them  in  iron  chests, 
safes,  and  vaults  of  their  own,  or  place  them  in  special  de- 
posite in  the  nearest  bank,  when  the  sums  are  very  large, 
and  their  present  means  for  the  safe-keeping  of  them  are 
inadequate. 

No  losaes  under  this  method  have  yet  been  reported  or 
are  supposed  to  have  happened. 

It  must  be  obvious,  from  the  above  remarks,  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  whole  subject,  that  the  statement  of  losses  sus- 
tained under  the  different  methods  in  use  at  different  pe- 
riods, has  been  confined  to  what  is  found  on  the  Treaaury 
books  and  returns,  and  hence  to  only  the  direct  losses  of 
the  money  on  hand  after  it  is  placed  in  deposite. 

The  direct  losses  by  receivers  and  others  during  the  col- 
lection of  the  money,  and  during  its  continuance  in  their 
possession  before  paid  over  or  deposited,  constitute  a  dis- 
tinct inquiry,  as  well  as  the  direct  losses  by  merchants  on 
duty  bonds,  by  former  credits  given  to  others  on  the  sale  of 
public  lands,  and  by  defaulu  of  disbursing  agents  afler  the 
money  has  been  once  collected,  deposited,  and  again  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury,  and  placed  in  their  hands  for  the  pub- 
lic claimants  entitled  to  it.  None  of  these  seem  included 
in  the  purview  of  the  present  resolution,  and  it  would,  il 
desired,  require  much  labor  and  time  to  oscertain  their  re- 
spective amounts  with  any  great  degree  of  accuracy. 

The  indirect  losses  are  likewise  almoat  entirely  conjec- 
tural. They  are  chiefly  confined  to  bank  depositories,  and 
not  being  exhibited  on  the  Treasury  books,  are  not  suppo- 
sed to  be  embraced  in  the  resolution.  It  roust,  however, 
be  manifest  that  they  have  at  times  been  large,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  some  of  the 
banks,  and  of  other  drcumstancea  adverted  to  in  the  sup- 
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Depoaite  Banks, 


plemental  report  from  this  Department  in  1834,  on  the 
keeping  and  disbursing  of  the  public  money. 
Reepectfully,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

•  Secretary  of  the  T'reusurt/. 

To  the  Hon.  James  K.  Polk,, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps, 


DEPOSITS  BANKS. 


Letter  frcm  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ^  (in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  ilouse  of  Representatives  of  iiih 
S/^ptember,)  transmitting  information  in  relation  to 
the  transfers  and  payments  of  the  instalments  to  the 
States  ;  the  condition  of  the  deposits  banks  ;  and  re- 
speeting  Treasury  drafts  protested  for  non-payment  of 
specie,  Sjrc.  September  26,  1837,  rtad  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

TntASURT  Dbpartxknt,  September  25,  1837. 

Sir:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolutions,  passed  on  the  14th  instant : 

<*  Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  com- 
municate to  this  House  all  the  orders  issued  and  corres- 
pondence with  the  several  deposite  banks,  in  reference  to 
the  transfers  and  payments  of  the  several  instalments  doe 
to  the  State  governments  under  the  deposite  act  of  23d  of 
June,  1636.  * 

*'  Resolved^  That  he  communicate  to  this  House  the 
monthly  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks, 
from  the  1st  day  of  January  last  to  the  present  time. 

**  Resohed,  That  ho  communicate  a  stalement  of  each 
draft,  and  in  whose  favor  drawn,  upon  which  specie  was 
demanded,  and  protested  for  npn-payment  by  any  deposite 
bank ;  also,  each  State  government  which  has  made  a  de- 
mand of  specie  and  not  paid,  and  the  time  when." 

In  relation  to  the  first  inquiry,  copies  of  all  the  orders 
issued  and  correspondence  had  with  the  several  deposite 
banks,  in  reference  to  the  transfers  and  payments  of  the 
several  instalments  to  the  State  governments  under  the 
deposite  act,  are  annexed,  (A  to  N  inclusive,  with  their 
respective  numbers,  and  O  1  to  4.)  This  includes  all 
the  orders  of  every  kind,  but  generally  only  tlie  corres- 
pondence with  the  several  deposite  banks  on  which  these 
orders  were  given.  That  is  supposed  to  be  what  was  de- 
sired, and  not  the  correspondence  with  the  State  authori- 
ties and  others.  Great  care  has  been  used  to  communi- 
cate the  whole  with  the  banks,  though  in  selecting  so 
many  hundreds  of  orders  and  letters  some  may  by  accident 
have  been  omitted. 

In  reply  to  the  second  inquiry,  for  the  "  monthly  state- 
ments of  the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks  from  the  Isl 
of  January  last  to  the  present  time,"  I  would  observe  that 
the  returns  are  made  semi-monthly,  and  during  the  period 
mentioned,  equal  near  fifteen  hundred  in  number.  They 
are,  likewise,  in  many  cases  long,  and  so  much  time  and 
labor  would  lie  required  for  copying  them,  or  even  half  of 
the  whole  number,  as  to  postpone  an  answer  to  the  call 
for  several  weeks.  But,  since  la«t  November,  statements 
have  been  compiled  in  this  Department  periodically,  about 
every  three  months,  from  the  semi-monthly  returns,  copies 
of  which  may'  lie  useful  as  substitutes  for  those  desired, 
and  are  herewith  presented,  (P  Nos.  1  to  5.)  If  these  do 
not)  on  examination,  furnish  all  the  information  requested, 
the  Department  will  proceed  to  have  the  semi-monthly 
statements  copied  as  soon  as  practicable,  consistent  with  the 
pressure  of  other  business,  or  will  send  up  the  originals 
immediately  if  preferred. 

In  compliance  with  the  third  and  last  request  in  the  re- 
solution, a  sUtement  is  annexed  of  all  draRs,  and  in  whose 
favor  drawn,  on  deposite  banks,  which  have  been  report- 
.  ed  to  this  Department  as  protested  by  the  holders  for  non- 
payment in  specie,  (0  Nos.  1,  6,  6,  and  7.) 


No  drafU  are  known  to  have  been  **  proicsted  for  non- 
payment by  any  deposite  bank,"  if  it  be  meant  by  this  ex- 
pression that  such  bank  procured  the  protest  to  be  mide. 
Nor  is  it  known  that  any  State  government  has  itwU  msk 
a  demand  of  specie  which  has  not  been  paid,  though  ihii 
has  been  done  by  some  of  its  assignees.  As  meDlioned  in 
my  report  to  Congress  on  the  finances,  several  truiifen  in 
favor  of  States  had  not  then  been  recapted  to  the  Tnts- 
ury,  and  payment  acknowledged.  On  the  contrtry,  tl» 
Department  had  received  notice  that  some  of  the  trtiulcn 
were  in  possession  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  8tite> 
chartered  by  Pennsylvania,  and  that  specie  for  them  hid 
been  demanded  by  liiat  bank  of  the  depositories  on  whidi 
they  were  drawn,  and  not  being  so  paid,  a  protest  hid 
liecn  made,  and  notice  sent  to  this  Department.  A  schedok 
of  these  may  be  seen  in  a  note  to  O  No.  2.  Oaeonthe 
Merchant's  Bank  is  represented  by  its  president  to  be  held 
under  protest  by  the  United  Sutes  Bank.  Kolioe  hai 
likewise  been  given  to  the  Department  of  anether  draft,  in 
favor  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  on  one  of  its  own  imtitii' 
tions,  viz  :  the  Farmers'  Bank,  for  about  $117,000,  whidi 
has  been  demanded  in  specie  by  another  of  its  inititntioii% 
viz:  the  Exchange  Bank,  and  not  being  so  paid,  itii 
stated  to  have  been  transferred  to  the  United  8tttef  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  (K  8,}  but  no  protest  on  it  hu  yet  b«a 
received.  Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  TVwwy. 

Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

List  of  Documents, 

A  1  and  2.  Notices  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Tmioj 
to  the  several  deposite  banks  holding  puplic  money,  vilh 
regard  to  the  amounts  they  would  probably  be  respw- 
tively  required  to  deposite  with  the  several  Btatai 

B.  Notices  to  banks  advising  them  of  the  actual  inaa  of 
State  transfer  drafts  upon  them  for  their  respective  pro- 
portions of  deposites  to  be  made  with  the  Statea,  aoMO* 
panied  with  the  necessary  forme. 

C  1,  2,  8.  Letters  received  from  and  addressed  tobaufai* 
the  State  of  Maine  respecting  deposites  with  Suiea. 

D  1,  2.  Letters  addressed  to  banks  in  Massacbasrtti  r^ 
speeting  deposites  with  States. 

£  1,  2,  3.  Letters  addressed  to  and  received  from  baaki in 
Connecticut  respecting  deposites  with  States. 

F  1,  2,  3.  Letters  received  from  and  addressed  tobanbin 
Rhode  Island  respecting  de})08ites  with  States. 

G  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  6,  7.  Letters  received  from  and  ad<)rf»d 
to  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  respecting  deposiw 
with  States. 

G  8,  9.  Letters  addressed  to  and  received  from  the  Bank 

of  America  on  the  same  subject. 
G  10,  11,  Letters  received  from  and  addressed  to  the  Bro* 

lyn  Bank  on  the  Fame  subject.  . 

G  12,  13,  14,  15,  16.  Letters  from  and  to  the  MerchaatT 

Bank,  New  York,  on  the  same  subject       * 
G  17.  18,  19,  20.  Letters  from  qnd  to  the  National  BanH 

New  York,  on  the  same  subject.  ^ 

G  21 .  Letter  from  the  ManhatUn  Company,  in  wplj  <o*J 

notice  of  issue  of  transfer  draft  in  favor  of  the  S*ate  * 

Tennessee,  being  all  the  special  correspondence  with  thB 

bank  on  the  subject  of  deposites  with  States. 
G  22,  23,  24,  26,  26,  27,  28,  29.  Letters  to  and  /nHDW 

Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo  reaping  depoaitea  w» 

States,  J 

H  1,  2,  3,  4,  6.  Letters  from  and  to  banks  in  the  StattPl 

New  Jersey  respecting  deposites  with  States. 
L  Letter  from  Bank  in  the  Sute  of  Delaware  relaH^IJ 

deposites  with  States.  ^ 

K  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10.  Letters  to  and  from  banlf 

in  Virginia  relative  to  deposites  with  Statea. 
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L  I,  H.  Lettan  Id  ■ml  from  buka  in  UeotBis  nl«ti*e  to 

dqxwilei  wilh  Slilea. 
M  ),  S,  3,  4,  e,  6,  T,  8,  9.  LcttPTi  to  >pd  from  bulu  in 
MiHHippi    anil    TennaiKe   rupecting  depoutea   with 
8UtM. 
N  1,  S,   3,  *,   5,  6,    T,  B,  9,  10,  II,  13,  13,  U,  IG,  16. 
I^Ucn  to  and  (ram  banka  in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  wmI  Indi- 
tns,  reliliie  to  depoiita  with  Stilea. 
O  1.    Report  or  tbe  Trsaiurar  upon  that  portion  of  the  lea- 
olulion  which  relilea  to  hia  dutin*. 
3.    Statement  of  pioterted  State  tranAr. 
3.    8talamealefStaletran«r<!r«iuuei]  to  tbe  aenral  Slate* 

in  Biecotion  of  the  depoaite  law. 
i.   Coneepondence  with  the  Treaaurer  ralatiTe  to  Slate 

tranafen. 
5.   8tateniBnt  of  diHcredited   draita  laineJ  on  Treaaot; 


«.  StatementofdiacroJitedJradaiiened  on  War  warrant* 

T-  BlalementofiliacrediledilraflaiBauedonNavjwarranU. 
P  I.  ReTcrTiag  to  alalement  of  coadition  of  depoaite  banka 
lalNoveiDbar,   IB36. 

S.  Statemeiit  o(  condition  of  Jepoeite  banlu  lal  March, 
IS37. 

3.  8taleoicnlofcondiliunalde{>aiile banka  latMa;,lB37. 

i.  SuteRMntoT     do.  do.         do.    lat July,  la37. 

B.  Hefercnc«  to  atatement  of  condition  of  depoeite  banka 
15lb  Angaal  1837. 

A  I. 
Tbiucbi  DkF4BTNnrr,  Kav.  1,  IS86. 

Sim:  It  is  deemed  proper  and  Uaeful  ihuaearl;  loappriie 
the  bank  utec  which  joa  preaido,  that,  in  a  few  da;i  afler 
l)w  Grat  day  of  Janusrj  neit,  (proiided  Ihe  Stale  of  Mains 
Aall  then  ba*e  paaaed  a  lav  accepting  the  depasilr,  and  if 
aot,  u  auon  afterwards  a>  a  law  ihall  be  paaaed,)  a  Itanrfcr 
draft  will  probably  be  drawn  on  it  by  Ihii  Department  for 
about  the  aum  ofC46,000.  It  nil!  bemaJe  payable  forth- 
with to  the  aulhoriied  agent  of  said  State,  the  monrj  tu  l<e 
kept  in  depoaile  on  behalf  of  ihe  United  Slalea.  Thia 
iranater  will  be  followed  on  the  lal  of  April,  July,  and  Oc- 
tober next,  by  other  drafu  of  similar  amount,  and  pajrabie 
la  tbe  nn>e  agent,  anleai,  in  the  mean  time,  ■  diBerenl 
MMJcc  ia  giTen  bj  Ibii  Department. 

When  the  tranaftt  drafu  are  forwarded  tn  you,  Ihe  pre- 
^e  anxmnt  wiirbe  aacertaioed  and  apecified  therein,  and 
the  form  enclosed  of  eueh  duplicate  reteipta  aa  are  lo  be 
i-fc-n  by  you  of  the  ageni,  and  ano  of  Ihem  relurned  here  ai 


ir  paymi 


very  reapeclfully,  &r. 
I,EVI  WOODBURY, 

Hecriltery  of  the  Trcaiury. 
PBCaiDEirT  Maim  Bank,    Purliaid  Me, 
A  nmilar  letter  wai  tmnamllLcd,  at  Ihe  above  dale,  to 
In  prwidtntaoflha  following  batiks,  leapeclivcly,  aUting 
kat  «baut  the  auma  ael  againat  Iheni  would  l»e  required  to 
•  paid  lo  the  Statu  apeci Red,  via: 


uiu'B«nk.B'«'>n 


enlJE  BaokjCharlfWun-n  - 
■Din«t:l*l »"".  l-DnanioBih  . 
^Uaaip^lnBukiFoirumlli 

ntfgYkjDth  Bank,  Jo 

l^mack  Bank,  Cvconl 

icr.haaia'  Bank,  Bnrtno 


L I  IT — con  linoad . 


Suae. 

..».u 

Ta  State, 

...h««™ 

Erankllo  Bank,              do 
Meajv^BU'^Bank,  ^     do 

FuiVoTbTiS,'       "■   '     Jo          " 

Arcade  Bank.  PmvlJeace 

R.  liland  Union  Bank,  Newport 

Fannera'A  Mech.  B'kpUanLid 

Ban'korWurll^an 
BanborWindKf  . 

Tr»dwniei?7baak!  Ne^  Vmk  ' 

Lrfaj°eu«Baiik                 dC' 
Sevmlh  WanI  Bank,      Jo 

Merctania'  k^FanSly  B  k,  A  llian  j 
Manlialian  Company,  N.  V'>rk  - 
Bank  ofAinerlca,              da     - 

Leuile'r  Manin'acuiF'i'B'k,  N.  Y. 

BiIikofTm?,  '           do            ' 
Dry  Dock  Bank,          do 
Mi^rchanu'  tich'ngeB'k,  N.  V. 
Trenioa  Bankina  Oampanv 
(c)  SuleBankaiN'vrirk 

Uirard  Bank,  Philaitrlphia 

Bank,  Pillsburg 
B'kofBranJTwlnE.Wilialnpan 

iS^  : 

BuikofVlr^Inu 

Bauk  o(  su«  of  Nofih  Candlna 

PliamU  Bank,  New  York 

MrrcbanlB'  Eich'iue  B'k,  N.  Y. 

l«th-rMai.uf«iuWB'k,N-Y. 

Plviien-Bankor^eo^iia 
BaDkorAupina  -          . 
B.nkotli;?SmeofAla..M«.    - 

!',r:S.S"5l^i3:^""''  : 

(;„n™ercl.l  Bank  -f  N.  Otleana 

;ii;'i'£Sn^!;k"Ku:^i's.  .■ 

..^'^S'S^nkofVndU          : 
»iCon.i««'lB;korCinciBi».l 
(atmaleBankoflnilbuB 

14)  Coinmrrc'l  B'k  of  CiocinnaU 
a  Stal-RaDkofliHllana 

111  .-10 

11 

I'l 
II 

19  <;!■■) 

II 

f;:s 
II 

SV«i 

XU/KIO 

estMXD 

Mu,nm 

BO.au 
injxio 

isnyno 

lon/mo 

30(UIOO 

isvmo 

«!/«! 
lj,l>0 

TWOO 

so/mo 
Kvmo 
si',aoo 

t 

do 

do 

BI»dBU>Dd 
Koaneciicul 

do 

dC 

do 
New  York 

do 
do 

t 

!: 

do 

Penn. 

Jo 
Delaware. 

Marjjand. 

Jo 
Jo 

J  Uarollua. 

Gc-^ia. 

T.„~«. 
do 

Kenjuckjr. 

du 
Jo 

Sir 

■k> 

luL  1.  list. 

du 
do 

do 

do 

d," 
du 

'lo 

1 

Jo 

do 
Jo 

rlo 
j" 

du 
do 

d^ 
do 

i. 

do 

£ 

d^ 

do 
Jo 

do 

do 

dJ 
do 

<k) 

do 

do 
do 

1  gnaonabl/  i«|U(«i  nfthi)  DsfiirtoHal, 
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80th  Cove.  Ifft  8i8i.] 


\te  Banh9, 


A  2.  •- 

Trbascbt  DxPABTMiinr,  Eehruory  18,  1837. 

Sib:  It  is  deemed  proper,  for  the  convenience  ofali 
concerned,  to  apprize  you  that  seasonably,  that  a  transfer 
draft,  payable  on  demand,  will  be  ordered  to  be  iwaed  upon 
the  bank  over  which  you  preside,  in  favor  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  on  the  Ist  of  April  next,  for  about  the  sum  of 
$70,000,  to  be  deposited  with  that  State,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  depoaite  act ;  and  that  drafts  for  a  similar 
amount  will  be  issued  for  the  instalments  payable  to  said 
State  on  the  1st  day  of  July  and  October  next,  unless  in 
the  mean  time  another  notice  shall  be  given  you  by  this 
Department     I  am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 

To  Pbxsidkbt  oftht  Bank  of  Cumberland^  Maine. 

Notices  similar  iA  form  to  the  above  were  sent  to  the 
following  banks  at  the  dates  and  for  the  sums  set  against 
them  respectively : 

February  18,  1837. 

People's  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine            -            .  (21,000 

York  Bank,  Saco,  Maine        ...  21,000 

Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor        ...  20,000 

New  Hampshire  Bank,  Portsmouth     -            -  83,000 

Pitcataqua  Bank         ....  63,000 

Portsmouth  Bank       ....  *  19,000 

Merrimack  Co.  Bank,  Ooncord            -            .  20,000 

Mechanics'  Bank        ....  19,000 

February  23,  1837. 

Insurance  Bank,  Columbus,  Georgia   -            -  80,000 

Commercial  Bank,  Lake  Erie,  atX^leveland     -  60,000 

Bank  of  Wooster        ....  40,000 

Bank  of  Cleveland      ....  40,000 

Bank  of  Chillicothe     ....  80,000 

Union  Bank  of  New  York       -            .  ^         .  100,000 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond    '         .  200,000 

National  Bank,  New  York      ...  75,000 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond  ...  850,000 

Brooklyn  Bank,  New  York    ...  80,000 

Commercial  Bank,  Bafialo      ...  30,000 
Louisville  Savings  Institution,  Louisviile,  Kentucky  10^000 

B. 

Tbkasdbt  Dkpjlbtment  January  3,  1837. 

81B :  A  transfer  draft  has  been  directed  upon  your  bank 
for  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the  State 
of  Vermont,  being  in  part  payment  of  the  amount  to  be 
deposited  with  that  State  under  the  provisions  of  the  <*  act 
to  regulate  (he  deposites  of  the  public  money,"  approved 
23d  June,  1830. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  the  form  of  the  receipt  which,  on 
your  payment  of  the  draft,  will  be  executed  in  duplicate 
by  the  agent  of  that  State  for  this  purpose,  and  who  is  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State. 

One  of  these  duplicates  you  are  requested  to  transmit 
to  this  Department,  the  other  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

To  the  CAsniRB  of  the  Bank  of  Burlingtmi,  Vermont. 

Form  of  a  receipt  by  a  State. 

Whereas,  by  the  1 3th  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  entitled  <<An  act  to  regulate  the  depos- 
itee of  the  public  money,"  approved  the  23d  of  June,  1836, 
it  was  enacted  <*  that  the  money  which  sball  be  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  Ist  day  of  January, 
1837,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be 
deposited  with  such  of  the  several  States,  in  proportion  to 
their  res|)ective  re(ifeflentition  in  the  Senate  and  House  o 


Representatives  of  the  United  States,  as  shall  Iqr  hw  ii- 
thorixe  their  treasorer,  or  the  competent  antikoritics,  toie- 
cuive  the  same,. on  the  terma  hereafter  specified;  •oJtbi 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  deliver  the  same  to  wk 
treasurer,  or  other  competent  authorities,  on  leoetving  ar< 
tiUcates  of  deposite  therefor,  signed  fay  such  conpelnta- 
thorities,  in  such  Ibrm  as  may  be  presciibed  by  the  fim* 
tary  aforesaid." 

And  whereas,  the  State  of  has,  bj  is  id 

of  its  Legislature,  passed  on  the  day  of  , 

one  thousand  ei^t  hundred  and  thirty  ,  tnthorind 

and  diiected  the  of  the  said  State  to  rsoeive  ili  p- 

portional  share  of  the  said  surplus  moneys  of  the  VM 
States  on  depoaite  with  the  said  State,  upon  Uw  lenni 
specified  in  the  said  act  of  Congress : 

And  whereas  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  iB  ponwDci 
of  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  and  id  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  the  Lcgiilt- 
ture  of  the  State  of  .  ,  has  deUvend  to  the 

thereof  the  sum  of  dollaia  and 

cents,  the  same  being  part  of  the  first  instalmsnt,  or  mm- 
fourth  part  of  the  ratable  proportion  of  the  ssid  8tsle  in  thi 
surplus  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  cShnwj, 
1887 : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  said  sum  of  doUanie' 

cento  has  been  deposited  by  the  8eciet»ry  of  ihi 
Treasury  with  the  State  of  ,  and  that,  for  tJM 

safe-keeping  and  repayment  of  the  same  lo  the  United 
States,  in  conformity  to  said  act  of  Congress,  the  8tiM  d 
is  legally  bound,  and  iu  faith  is  lolaiBlr 
pledged.  And  in  pursuanoe  of  the  authority  of  the  act  rf 
the  Legislature  aforesaid,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  aid  8U1% 
I  hereby  affix  my  signature  and  seal  in  testimony  of  li* 
premiMs,  and  of  the  faith  of  the  aaid  Suta  to  pty  tfaenii 
money  so  deposited,  and  every  part  thereof,  from  time  ^ 
time,  whenever  the  same  sball  be  required  by  theSeenti^ 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purposes,  and  in  the  manner  m 
proportions  set  forth  and  described  in  the  said  recited  I3ik 
section  of  the  act  of  Congreas  aforesaid,  and  by  e  reqniatioi 
or  notice  similar  1n  form  to  that  hereto  annexed,  addne^ 
ed  to  the  care  of  the  Governor  of  aaid  Stata. 

Signed  and  sealed  this  day  of  1  ^ 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
Attest : 

.  T%e  form  of  a  requisition  or  notice  for  repayment  w''" 

substantially  asfoUows  .- 

TbBASUBT  DsrABTXUTT, 

188- 

To  the  Slate  of 

Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "Ai 
act  to  regulate  the  depositee  of  the  public  money,''  pe>*^ 
June  23d,  1836,  and  an  act  of  said  State  passed  * 

certain  sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  United  Stajeabi^ 
ing  liecn  deposited  with  the  State  aforesaid  for  esfe-k^Pj 
and  repayment,  in  conformity  with  the  provisiooiof  »*jj 
act,  said  State  is  ^hereby  notified  that  a  portion  oiian 
money,  viz.  the  snm  of  $  ,  is  required  to  '^  ?* 

paid  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  aforesaid,  f^  ^ 
purposes  named  in  said  act,  and  in  conformity  with  il*  !*•" 
visions. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasuni' 

Care  of  his  Excellency, 

Governor  of  said  Stale. 

[The  repayment  of  the  said  sum  to  the  Treasurer  of  *• 
United  States  will  be  in  one  of  the  following  1°^^  J*? 
this  De^iartment  may  in  any  particular  case  prefer  and  OT 
rcct,  viz :  .  "     d 

I.  By  a  request  annexed  to  the  above  rfquiart*^  J 
place  the  same  to  the  credit  of  said  Treasurer  in  the  BaH 
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DepotUe  Btmk», 


[ft6th  Cove.  Itt  8bm. 


^  »  at  ,  on  or  before  the  day 

of  nezty  and  to  take  duplicate  leoeipte  therefor ; 

one  of  which  receipts  aent  to  the  said  Treasurer  will  be  a 
sufficient  vouchw  for  the  amount  of  said  repayment  on  the 
part  of  said  State. 

S.  Or,  by  a  request  written  by  eiU  Secretary  on  the 
btt^  of  a  common  Treasury  warrant,  directed  to  the  State 
foa  payment  by  said  Treasurer,  that  said  State  would  pay 


the  same ;  snd  which  warrant,  with  a  receipt  of  payment 
thereon,  will  be  a  sufficient  ▼oucher  as  aforesaid.] 

Letters  similar  to  the  foregoing  were  sent  to  the  follow- 
ing banks,  designating  in  each  case  the  State  officer  au- 
thorized to  give  reccipU  for  the  money.  In  the  letten  re- 
specting the  payment  of  the  second  and  third  instalments, 
the  form  of  the  receipt  was  varied  so  as  to  express  the 
number  of  the  instalment. 


LIST  OP  LETTERS. 

Date  of  let- 

Name of  bank. 

Amount. 

When  pay- 

State to  which 

Number  of  the  in- 

ter. 

able. 

payable. 

stalment 

1          1837. 

:    January    8 

Bank  of  Burlington - 

#30,000  00 

On  demand 

Vermont 

Part  of  the  first. 

8 

Bank  of  Windsor   ... 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Tradesman's  Bank,  New  York 

18,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Bank  of  Troy 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Union  Bank,                     New  York 

28,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

(                    6 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,              do.      - 

35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Merchants'  Bank                    do. 

25,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Phcsniz  Bank,                        do. 

37,028  93 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,  do. 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

i    Mardi     15 

Bank  of  Bmlington - 

30,000  00 

•April        1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

r                  16 

Band  of  Windsor    -            .            - 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

I                   15 

Troy  Bank, 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

Tradesman's  Bank,            New  York 

18,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

Union  Bank,                          do. 

28,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,              do. 

35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

Merchants'  Bank,                    do. 

25,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

Phcsnlx  Bank,                        do. 

37,028  93 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,  do. 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

June          6 

Bank  of  Burlington - 

40,000  00 

July         1 

Do. 

Part  of  die  third. 

Bank  of  Windsor    .            -            . 

10,000  00 

Do.- 

Do. 

Do. 

V 

Troy  Bank,                       New  York 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

lk>. 

Tradesman's  Bank                 do.      - 

18,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

^9 
J' 

Union  Bank,                          do. 

28,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

^ 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,              do.      - 

35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Merchants'  Bank,                    do. 

25,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

PboBnix  Bank,                        do. 

37,028  93 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Merchant's  Exchange  Bank,  do. 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Februaiy  1 

Maine  Bank,                Portland 

50,612  75 

On  demand 

Maine 

Part  of  the  first. 

Bank  of  Cumberland,       do. 

35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Granite  Bank,  Augusta 

23,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

People's  Bank,  Bangor 

12,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

York  Bank,  Saco    - 

12,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Merchanto'  Bank,         Boston 

75,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Commonwealth  Bank,     do. 

28,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Fulton  Bank                   do. 

32,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Hancock  Bank,               do. 

31,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Franklin  Bank,               do. 

10,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

PbcsniK  Bank,  Charlestown,  Mass.  - 

10,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Harch     U 

Maine  Bank,                 Portland 

50,612  76 

April        1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

Bank  of  Cumberland,       do. 

70,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Granite  Bank,  Augusta 

25,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

People's  Bank,  Bangor 

21,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

York  Bank,  Saco    - 

21,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Merchants*  Bank,         Boston 

50,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Commonwealth  Bank,    do. 

30,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Fulton  Bsnk,                  do. 

10,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Hancock  Bank,               do. 

10,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Phoenix  Bank,  Charlestown,  Mass.  - 

5,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor    - 

20,000  00 

Do. 

t^Q. 

Do. 

Franklin  Bank,  Boston 

6,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Jane          6 

Maine  Bank,                 Portland 

75,000  00 

July         1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

5 

Bank  of  Cumberland,       do. 

95,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

Granite  Bank,  Augusta 

50,000  00 

^Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

People's  Bank,  Bangor 

33,612  76 

t)o. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

York  .Bank,  Saco    ... 

35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor    - 

30,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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85th  CoxQ.  let  Sxss.] 


Depowte  Banks, 


LIST— CoDtinued. 


Date  of  let- 
ter. 


1837. 

January  2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

March 


June 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

6 

January 

24 

24 

2i 

24 

24 

24 

March 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

June 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

January 

r    6 

6 

March 

7 

7 

Jane 

6 

6 

6 

Januar) 

r    6 

6 

6 

March 

14 

■    "^ 

M 

4 

'14 

J* 

* 

11 

U 

14 

June 

16 

M 

~ 

16 

17 

Name  of  bank. 


do. 
do. 
Portsmouth  ^ 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Commercial  Bank,         Portimouth  - 
New  Hampshire  Bank,         do. 
Piscataqua  Bank^  do. 

Portsmouth  Bank,  New  Hampshire  - 
Merrimack  Company's  B*k,  Concord 
Mechanics*  Bank,  do.     - 

Merchants'  Bank,         Boston 
Commonwealtb  Bank,     do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouth 
New  Hampshire  Bank,  Portsmouth  - 
Piscataqua  Bank,  do. 

Portsmouth  Bank,  do. 

Merrimack  Company's  B*k,  Concord 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do.     - 

Merchants'  Bank,         Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,     do. 
Fulton  Bank, 
Hancock  Bank, 
Commercial  Bank, 
New  Hampshire  Bank, 
Piscataqua  Bank, 
Portsmouth  Bank, 
Merrimack  Company's  B'k,  Concord 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do.     - 

Merchants'  Bank,         Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,     do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

FhcBnix  Bank,  Chariestown,  Mass.  - 
Merchants'  Bank,         Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,     do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Phoenix  Bank,  Chariestown,  Mass.  - 

Do.  do.  do. 

Merchants'  Bank,         Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,     do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,         do. 
Franklin  Bank,        do. 
Arcade  Bank,  Providence    - 
Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  Newport 
Arcade  Bank  ... 

Rliode  Island  Union  Bank,  - 
Bank  of  America,  New  York 
Arcade  Bank,  Providence    - 
Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  Newport 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven 
Quioebaug  Bank,  Norwich 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  B*k,  Hartford 

do.  do.  do. 

Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven 
Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich 
Lafayette  Bank,        New  York., 
Bank  of  America,  do. 

Manhattan  Company,       do. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do. 

di).         do.  do.     ^^   . 

Manhattan  Company,       do. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven. 
Quinebaug  Ba'nk,  Norwich 


Amount. 


23,028  93 
28,000  00 
60,000  00 
18,000  00 
18,000  00 
12,000  00 
29,000  00 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 
6,000  00 
23,028  93 
33,000  00 
63,090*00 
19,000  00 
20,000  00 
19,000  00 
26,000  00 
10,000  00 
5,000  00 
6,000  00 
30,028  93 
55,000  00 

100,000  00 

23,000  00 

6,000  00 

10,000  00 

226,067  86 
65,000  00 
65,000  00 
65,000  00 
17,500  00 
17,500  00 

226,057  84 
55,000  00 
65,000  00 
65,000  00 
17,500  00 
17,500  00 
17,000  00 

150,000  00 
78,067  86 

110,000  00 
55,000  00 
36,000  00 
78,445  10 
49,000  00 
78,445  10 
49,000  00 
60,000  00 
67,445  10 
10,000  00 

120,000  00 
35,000  00 
99,890  20 
69,890  20 

100,000  00 
20,000  00 
15,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 

150,000  00 
25,000  00 


When  pay- 
able. 


On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 
April        1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
July         1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
April        1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 
April         1 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 
April         1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


State  to  which 
payable. 


N.  Hampshire 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do- 

Do.  . 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do- 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Massachusetts 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
.  Do. 
Rhode  Island 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Connecticut 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.      . 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Number  of  the  io- 
stalment. 


Part  of  the  first. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

D6. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
PartoftheieooDJ. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.- 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Partofthefint 

Do. 

Do. 
.  Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
PartoflheBewai 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  first 

Do. 
Part  of  the  ■ecooi 

Do. 
Pari  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 
Pari,  of  the  first- 
Do. 

Do. 
PartoflhcBCttod. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
PartofthethiiJ. 
Do. 
po. 
th. 
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DepoBiie  Baaika, 


[26Ui  GoHo.  Ist  Sua. 


LIST— Continiwd. 


Dtte  of  let- 
ter. 


Mvch 


hut 


1837. 
Jnoe      17 
17 
JaoDary  16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
30 
20 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
lb 
19 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
4 
4 
4 
15 
15 
15 


JtQQtiy 


lUrch 


lone 


•noaiy 


Wareh 


Name  of  bank. 


Bank  of  Americay  New  York 
Lafayette  Bank,  do. 

Mechanica  and  Farroera'  B'k,  Albany 


Amount. 


New  York 
do.     -' 
do.     - 
do.     - 
do.     - 


Manhattan  Compajiy, 
Bank  of  America, 
Mechanics'  Bank, 
Seventh  Ward  Bank, 
Pheniz  Bonk, 

Leather  Manufacturers' Bonk,  do.  - 
Merchants'  Bank,  do.     - 

Union  Bank,  do.     - 

National  Bank,  do.     - 

Bank  of  Troy,  Troy 
Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,  N.  Y. 
Dry  Dock  Bank,  do. 

Mechanics  and  Farmers*  B'k,  Albany 
Manhattan  Company,  New  York 
Bank  of  America,  do.     - 

Mechanics'  Bank,  do.     - 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do.     - 

Phenix  Bank,  do.     - 

Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,  do.  - 
Merchants'  Bank,  do.     - 

Union  Bank,  do.     - 

National  Bank,  do.     - 

Troy  Bank,  Troy    - 
Diy  Dock  Bank,  New  York 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,     do. 
Brooklyn  Bank       ... 
Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo 
Bank  of  America,  New  York 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do.     - 

Lafayette  Bank,  do.     . 

Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,  do.  - 
Merchants'  Bank,  Ao,     - 

Union  Bank,  do.     - 

National  Bank,  do.     - 

Dry  Dock  Bank,  do.     - 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,    do.     - 
Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York 
Manhattan  Company,     do. 
Trenton  Banking  Company 
SUte  Bank,  Newark 

Do.  Elizabeth 

Lafayette  Bank,      New  Yurk 
Tradesman's  Bank,    ,  do. 
Merchants'       do.        do. 
Trenton  Banking  Company 
Slate  Bank,  Newark 

Do.  Elizabeth 

Laftyelte  Bank,    New  York 
Merchants'  Bank,         do. 
Tradesman's  Bank,      do. 

Do.  do.         do. 

Merchants'  Bank,         do. 
Lafayette  Bank,  do. 

Trenton  Banking  Company 
State  Bank,  Newark 

Do.  Elizabeth 

Oirard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 
Moyamensing  Bank,  do. 
Merchants  dc  Manufiicturers'yPittsb'g. 

Do.  do.  do. 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  -  . 
Moyamensing  Bank,  do.     - 


24,890  20 

15,000  00 

80,000  00 

180,000  00 

180,000  00 

200,000  00 

53,173  57 

130,000  00 

85,000  00 

165,000  00 

105,000  00 

75,00a  00 

25,000  00 

45,000  00 

25,000  00 

80,000  00 

180,000  00 

180,000  00 

200,000  00 

53,173  67 

70,000  00 

85,000  00 

165,000  00 

105,000  00 

75,000  00 

25,000  00 

25,000  00 

45,000  00 

30,000  00 

30,000  00 

300,000  00 

63,173  57 

40,000  00 

80,000  00 

100,000  00 

75,000  00 

75,000  00 

40,000  00 

25,000  00 

40,000  00 

270,000  00 

240,000  00 

85,000  00 

45,000  00 

45,000  00 

28,000  00 

35,000  00 

66,890  20 

25,000  00 

85,000  00 

35,000  00 

28,000  00 

44,890  20 

35,000  00 

25,000  00 

44,800  20 

20,000  00 

35,000  00 

85,000  00 

45,000  00 

750,000  00 

80,838  26 

125,000  00 

125,000  00 

760,000  00 

80,838  24 


When  pay- 

State to  which 

Number  of  the  in- 

able. 

payable. 

stalment. 

July          1 

Connecticut 

Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

New  York 

Part  of  the  first 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

T>o. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

April         1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

"Oo. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

•      Do. 

Do. 

Do. ' 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Bo, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July           1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

New  Jeraey 

Part  of  the  first. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

April         1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July          1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

Pennsylvania. 

Part  of  the  firet. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

April         1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.       . 

X>Q. 

Do, 
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26th  Cove,  lit  Smi.] 


DepodU  Bmtk$. 


LI8T— ContUiiMd. 


D«te  of  let- 

tar. 

1837. 

Jqm 

U 

14 

14 

jMnvMry 

99 

m 

96 

28 

March 

16 

16* 

16 

June 

12 

12 

12 

JaDnar^ 

'    4 

4 

March 

16 

16 

Jane 

12 

12 

January 

6 

- 

6 

March, 

16 

16 

16 

16 

May 

2 

2 

30 

30 

30 

SO 

30 

June 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

March 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14 

June 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Jannao 

f   6 

6 

March 

14 

14 

Jane 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

■ 

4 

March 

14 

14 

14 

June 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Suawuj 

10 

Name  of  bank 


Commeroial  Bank,  Cincinnati, 
Merchants  &  Maouftcturers',  Pittsb'g 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 
B*k  of  Wilmington  and  Brandjwine 
Bank  of  Delaware,  Wilmington 
Phoenix  Bank*  New  York  - 

Do.  do. 

Bank  of  Wilmington,  Brandywine  - 
Bank  of  Delaware  -  -  - 

Do.  .  J  - 

Bank  of  Wilmington  and  Delaware 
PhcDniz  Bank,  New  York  - 
Union  Bank  of  Maryland    - 
Franklin  Bank,  Baltimore  - 

Do.  do. 

Union  Bank  of  Maryland    - 

Do.  do. 

Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore 
Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond  -, 

Branch  of    do.      Norfolk  - 
Bank  of  Virginia    -  -  - 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia  - 
Union  Bank,  New  York     - 
National  Bank,     do. 
Union  Bank,         do. 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York 
National  Bank,  do. 

Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisrille 
Branch  of  Northern  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky, LouisTilIe 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia  - 
Bank  of  State  of  North  Carolina     - 
Phoenix  Bank,  New  York  - 
Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,  N.  York 
Leather  Manufecturers'  Bank,     do. 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 

Do.  do. 

Bank  of  State  of  North  Carolina      - 
Phoenix  Bank^  New  York 

Merehanta'  Bank,  do.     - 

Leather  ManuAieturerB'  Bank,  do.     - 
Do.  do.         do.     - 

Bank  of  State-  of  North  Carolina      - 
Phoenix  Bank,  New  Yotk 

Merchanta'  Exchange  Bank,   do.     - 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 
Planters  and  Mechanics'  Charleston  - 
Bank  of  Charleston - 

Do.  do. 

Planters  and  Mechanica' 

Do.  do. 

Mechanics' Bank,  New  Yoik 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 
Merchanta'  Bank,  New  York 
Planters'  Bank,  Savannah  - 
Bank  of  Augusta,  Georgia  - 

Do.  do. 

Planters^  Bank  Savannah  - 
Insurance  Bank,  Columbus  - 
Planters'  Bank  Savannah  - 
Bank  of  Augusta  ... 
Bank  of  America,  New  York 
Manhattan  Company  do.  - 
Mechanics' Bank,  do.  - 
Bnmdi  of  Stale  B'k  of  AU> 


Amount. 


160,000  00 

160,000  00 

680,838  26 

27,000  00 

22,683  88 

44,000  00 

46,000  00 

27,000  00 

22,583  83 

22,583  83 

36,000  00 

37,000  00 

220,000  00 

98,612  76 

98,612  75 

220,000  00 

220,000  00 

98,612  75 

682,809  33 

200,000  00 

357,809  33 

200,000  00 

100,000  00 

75,000  00 

100,000  00 

67,000  00 

'40,000  00 

60,000  00 

135,000  00 

140,809  33 

200,000  00 

230,000  00 

80,000  00 

56,000  00 

28,000  00 

84,919  13 

84,919  13 

230,000  00 

80,000  00 

55,000  00 

28,000  00 

28,000  00 

300,000  00 

80,000  00 

50,000  00 

19,919  13 

170,000  00 

180,474  03 

180,474  03 

170,000  00 

200,000  00 

600,000  00 

50,474  03 

40,000  00 

126,000  00 

225,474  03 

210,474  03 

116,000  00 

30,000  00 

100,000  00 

100,000  00 

60,000  00 

50,000  00 

60,474  03 

223,028  93 


When  pay- 
able. 


State  to  which 
payable 


July 

1 

PennsyWama. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

Delaware 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

April 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

Maryland 

Do. 

Do. 

April 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

Virginia 

Do. 

Do. 

April 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

■• 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

North  Carolina 

Do. 

* 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

April 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July 

1 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

South  Carolina 

Do. 

Do. 

April 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

Georgia 

Do. 

Do. 

April  ' 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand  i 

Ahbuma 

Number  of  the  in* 
stalment. 


Part  of  the  tliiid. 

Do. 

Do. 
Partoftbefint. 

Do. 

Do. 
PutofihoMcooi. 

Do. 

Do. 
Partofthethifd. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  fin 

Do. 
PaxtoftheNcaii 

Do. 
Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 
Partoftbefint. 

Do. 
Partoftheiecaii 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Partoftbethiri. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Partoftfaeftnt 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Partofthiiecoid. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
PartoftbelbinL 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Part  of  thi  fin 

Pftrt  of  the  leeoW' 

Do. 
Partofthethiri' 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Part  of  the  fin 

Do. 
PartoflheeeflWi' 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  ftinl. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Thefbit 
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LIST— ConUnued. 


Dtte  of  let- 
ter. 


1837. 
March    11 
May      31 


April 

18 

13 

M.r 

30 

80 

20 

SO 

31 

JiBOtlJ    6 

6 

5 

March 

IS 

18 

Jme 

3 

3 

8 

3 

8 

JuQarjr  6 

6 

March 

13 

18 

Miy 

31 

31 

31 

ifDotiy  6 

6 

5 

6 

5 

March 

18 

18 

13 

IS 

13 

13 

13 

18 

May 

31 

81 

31 

31 

31 

31 

31 

JtoQarj 

'   5 

5 

Vtith 

5 
13 

13 

13 

Kay 

4 

4 

'ttaarj 

4 

rl6 

16 

16 

16 

March 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Name  of  bank. 


Br.  of  Sute  Bank  of  Ala.  Mobile     - 

Do.  do.         - 

Union  Bank  of  Louisiana    - 
Commercial  Bank  of  New  Orleans  - 

Do.  do. 

Union  Bank  of  Lonisiana    - 
Planters'  Bank,  Natchn      - 
Agricultural  Bank,  do. 
Do.  do. 

Agricultural  Bank  of  Mississippi 
Union  Bank  of  Tennessee   - 
Planfers' Bank  of  Tennessee 
Union  Bank  of  Tennessee   - 
Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville 
Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 
Manhattan  Company,  New  York     - 
Union  Bank  of  Tennessee  - 
Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee 
Bank  of  Kentucky,    Louisville 
Branch  of  Northern  Bank  Kentucky 

Do.  do. 

Bank  of  Kentucky  -  -  . 

Do.  do. 

Northern  Bank  of  K*y,  Lexington    - 
Branch  of        do.         Louisville 
Commercial  Bonk  of  Cincinnati 
Fsfanklin  Bank,  do.    - 

Clinton  Bank,  Colilmbus    - 
Franklin  Bank,   do. 
Commercial  Bank,  L.  Erie  Cleveland 
Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 
Franklin  Bank,  do.    • 

Clinton  Bank,  Columbus     - 
Franklin  Bank,    do. 
Commercial  Bank  L.  Erie,  Cleveland 
Bank  of  Wooster     ... 
Bank  of  Cleveland  -     '        - 
Bank  of  CbUlicothe     **'      • 
Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 
Franklin  Bank,  do.     • 

Franklin  Bank,  Columbus  - 
Clinton  Bank*  do.     - 

Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie 
Bank  of  Cleveland  ... 
Bank  of  Wooster    -  -  - 

Branch  of  State  Bank  of  Indiana, 
Lawrenceburg      .  .  . 

Do.       do.       do.    Madison 

do.    New  Albany  - 
do.    Lawrenceburg 
do.    Madison 
do.    Now  Albany  • 
da.  do. 

do.    Lawrenceburg 
do.    Madison 
Agency  of  Commercial  Bank  of  Cin- 
cinnati, St.  Louis 
Branch  of  Sute  B'k  of  la.  NewAlbany 

Do.       do.       do.    Madison 
Bank  of  Illinois,  Shawneetown 


Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do: 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 


do. 


Amount 


Agency  of  Commercial  Bank  of  Cin- 
cinnati, St.  Louis 
Branch  of  State  B*k  of  la.  NewAlbany 
Do.        do.        do.    Madison    - 

Vol.  XIV.— A  10 


1(223,028  93 

223,028  93 

200,000  00 

118,612  76 

59,306  38 

100,000  00 

127,445  10 

127,445  10 

127,445  10 

125,000  00 

202,919  13 

150,000  00 

202,919  IS 

150,000  00 

87,500  00 

37,500  00 

60,000  60 

300,000  00 

177,919  13 

157,919  13 

820,000  00 

820,000  00 

157,919  13 

277,919  13 

100,000  00 

100,000  00 

123,000  00 

200,000  00 

128,090  00 

178,086  78 

50,000  00 

125,000  00 

130,000  00 

50,000  00 

144,086  78 

60,000  00 

40,000  00 

40,000  00 

80,000  00 

125,000  00 

170,000  00 

125,000  00 

96,458  13 

60,000  00 

52,628  47 

40,000  00 

95,588  83 
95,583  83 
95,583  83 
95,583  83 
9.%583  83 
95,583  83 

jPO,Oow    CM 

63,430  63 
127,737  02 

80,000  00 
32,153  19 
32,153  19 
15,000  00 
15,000  00 

80,000  00 
83,153  19 
32»153  19 


When  pay- 
able. 


April        1 
July  1 

On  demand 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 
July  1 

On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 
April        1 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 
July         1 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 
April        1 

Do. 
July         1 

Do. 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
April        1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
July         1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 
April        1 

Da 

Do. 
July         I 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
April        1 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


State  to  which 
payable. 


Alabama 

Do. 
Louisiana 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Mississippi 

Do. 

Do. 
Tennessee 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Kentucky 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Ohio 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Indiana 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Illinois 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Number  of  the  in- 
stalment. 


The  second. 

The  third. 

Part  of  first  Sl  sec. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  third 

Do. 
The  first 
The  lecond. 
The  third. 
Part  of  the  first. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  first.     « 

Do. 
Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  first. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do« 

Do. 
Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Part  of  the  fint. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Part  of  the  first. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do, 
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Date  of  let- 

Name of  bank. 

Amount. 

When  pay- 

Sute to  which 

Number  of  thiih 

ter. 

■ 

able. 

payable. 

stBlmenu 

1887. 

May         4 

Bank  of  Illinois,  Shawneetown 

$60,000  00 

July          1 

Illinois 

— . 

Partofthethiii 

4 

Branch  of  Sute  B'k  of  la.  New  Albany 

32,153  19 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

4 

Do.       do.       do.    Lawrenceburg 

32,153  19 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

4 

Agency  of  Commercial  Bank  of  Cin- 

cinnati, St.  Louis 

35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

January  19 

Do.         do.       do. 

77,445  10 

On  demand 

Missouri 

Partofihtfint 

19 

Branch  of  State  B*k  of  la.  Lawrenceb'g 

50,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

7 

Planters*  Bank,  Natchez      - 

45,583  83 

Do. 

Arkansas 

Do. 

March      8 

Do.                  do. 

45,583  83 

April        1 

Do. 

PartofthcMMsi. 

May       30 

Do.                 do. 

50,000  00 

Jaly'         1 

Do. 

PaitoflhetUii 

30 

Agricultural  Bank,  Natchez 

45,583  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

June         7 

Commercial  Bank,  New  Orleans 

84,000  00 

On  demand 

Do. 

1  Part  of  Ist&li 

7 

Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville 

33,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

7 

Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 

33,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

January  27 

Bank  of  Michigan    ... 

50,000  00 

Do. 

Michigan 

Part  of  the  lint. 

27 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  B*k  o(  Mich. 

25,383  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

27 

Bank  of  River  Raisin 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March      7 

Bank  of  Michigan   - 

50,000  00 

April        1 

Do. 

Partofthflsccosi 

7 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  B'k  of  Mich. 

25,383  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

7 

Bank  of  River  Raisin 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

May       30 

Bank  of  Michigan   ... 

50,000  00 

July          1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  thin). 

30 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  B'k  of  Mich. 

45,383  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July        15 

Bank  of  Michigan  ... 

600  00 

On  demand 

Do. 

Partlst, 

Hd(Sd. 

T%t  draJU  of  which  notlot  waa  given  in  the  following  UiUrff  Ufere  afienoarda  rualkd. 

Date  of  let- 
ter. 

Name  of  bank. 

Amount. 

When  pay- 
able. 

State  to 
which 

«  1 

No.  of  instalments, 

Diletf 

leeillif 

•  « 

payable. 

dn«fc 

1837. 

January  6 

Agricultural  Bank,  Natchez 

$50,000  00 

On  demand 

Arkansas 

Part  of  the  fint 

JoaeT 

March    8 

Do.                     do. 

50,000  00 

April        1 

Do. 

Pan  of  the  second. 

7 

March  13 

Do.                      do. 

125,000  00 

Do. 

Tennessee 

Do. 

3 

May       2 

National  Bank,  New  York 

100,000  00 

July          1 

Virginia 

Part  of  the  third. 

May  80 

June     14 

Manhattan  Company,  Do. 

220,000  00 

Do. 

New  York 

Do. 

Juoeli 

14 

Mechanics'  Bank,         Do. 

230,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

15 

14 

Bank  of  Brooklyn,       Do. 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

16 

16 

Bank  of  America,         Do. 

16,964  09 

Do. 

Conn. 

Do. 

17 

16 

Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich 

47,926  11 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

ir 

The  following  postcripta  were  added  to  the  letters  : 

To  those  respMtmg  depositee  with  the  State  of  New 
York  : 

<*  The  receipt  will  be  countersigned  by  the  Comptroller 
of  the  State." 

To  the  letter  of  June  17,  to  Bank  of  America,  New 
York,  respecting  transfer  of  $24,890  20,  to  State  of  Con- 
necticut : 

«  This  transfer  draft  has  been  issued  in  place  of  one  for 
$16,964  09,  of  which  notice  was  given  you  by  letter  dated 
June  16,  and  which  has  been  recalled." 

To  letter  of  June  17,  to  Quinebaug  Bank,  respecting 
transfer  of  $25,000^  State  of  Connecticut: 

«  This  transfer  draft  has  been  issued  in  place  of  one  for 
$47,926  11,  of  which  notice  waa  given  you  by  letter  dated 
June  16,  and  which  has  been  recalled." 

To  letter  to  Mechanica'  Bank,  New  York,  of  June  20, 
respecting  transfer  of  $270,000,  to  State  of  New  York  ; 

<<  This  draft  has  been  issued  in  place  of  the  draft  for 
$230,000,  of  which  notice  was  given  yon  on  the  14th  in- 


stant. 


» 


To  letter  to  Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  of  June 
20th,  respecting  transfer  of  $240,000  to  State  of  New 
York: 


'<  This  draft  has  been  issued  in  place  of  the  dnft  ^ 
$220,000,  of  which  notice  was  given  you  on  the  14th  ii» 
sunt" 

To  the  letter  of  May  20ih  to  the  Agricoltoral  M 
Natchez,  respecting  transfer  of  $127,445  10  to  the  w 
of  Mississippi : 

**  Information  having  been  received  that  the  tno*> 
draft  in  favor  of  Tennessee,  upon  your  bank,  for  the  «► 
ond  instalment  of  deposite,  has  not  been  honored,  the  dns 
above  described  has  been  placed  upon  it" 

To  the  letter  of  May  80th  to  the  Northern  Bttikof  K» 
tucky,  respecting  transfer  of  $140,809  33  to  Stale  of  Vir- 
ginia :  ^ 

*«  The  amount  of  this  transfer  draft  to  the  State  otjij 
ginia  will  be  deducted  from  the  transfer  berotofore  orierat 
to  the  Bank  of  Virginia;  or,  that  wiU  be  recalled  to  IW 
extent,  provided  you  find  that  the  meeting  of  both  of  tli« 
in  a  satisfactory  way  is  very  inconvenient" 

To  the  letter  of  May  30th  to  the  Bank  of  MiwVj 
LouisvUIe,  respecUng  transfer  of  $135,000  to  the  State  « 

Virginia:  «  .  ^vi«, 

"  The  amount  of  this  transfer  draft  to  the  Stale  ofYUJ 

ginia  will  be  deducted  from  the  transfer  heretofon  onMiM 
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to  the  Bank  of  Virffinia,  or  the  latter  will  be  recalled  to 
that  extent,  provided  both  of  them  are  found  to  be  very  in- 
eoovenient  to  yon.*' 

To  the  letter  of  Jane  2d  to  Bank  of  America,  respecting 
transfer  of  $50,000  to  State  of  Georgia: 

"This  draft  ia  issued  in  consequence  of  the  recall  of 
transfer  drafts  on  your  bank,  issued  in  favor  of  banks  in 
Oeorgia." 

Similar  postscript  to  letters  of  June  2d  to  Mechanics' 
Bank  and  Manhattan  Company,  New  York,,  respecting 
trtnfen  to  State  of  Georgia. " 

0  1. 

Baxoor,  Mai  KB,  June  5,  1837. 
r      8iB :  At  this  eventful  crisis,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  give 
I   yoo  frequent  information  of  what  we  are  doing,  who  have 
lbs  direction  of  tbe  People's  Bank ;  therefore  we  would 
I    ny,  in  addition  to  a  former  communication,  that  we  have 
not  suspended,  nor  shall  we  suspend  specie  payment,  un- 
leu  the  Treasury  draft  on  us  for  $21,000,  payable  July 
L    1st,  should  be  exacted  in  gold  and  silver.     If,  however, 
ws  should,  by  dire  necessity,  be   compelled  to  change  our 
eoorse,  we  shall  immediately  communicate  the  fact  to  the 
1   Treasury  Department.     We  thank  you  for  the  courteous 
I    and  encouraging  sentiments  expressed  in  your  last,  while 
I    we,  with  assurauces  of  our  greatest  respect,  would  sub^^ribe 
i  oonelTss  Your  obedient  .servants, 

I  WM,  D.  WILLIAMSON, 

L  Pruidtnt  People't  Bank. 

Hon.  Lkti  Woodbvrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Dtp" I  U,  S. 

C2. 

Banoor,  Ma  INC,  June  10,  1837. 
8iE :  Having  lately  written  to  you,  we  should  not  ad- 
9  dress  you  again  so  soon,  had  not  your -communication  of 
f  the  Mh  instant,  received  this  morning,  filled  us  with  ex- 
treme anxiety  ;  for  by  your^  of   18th,  February  last,  the 
j  ?topie»  Bank  were  notified  that  $21,000  of  the  public 
money  would  be  drawn  tor  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
to  be  paid  on  the  1st  of  July  next ;  whereas,  by  this  day's 
I  mail  we  are  notified  by  the  Treasury  Department,  that  a 
^  traofer  draft  to  this  State  of  $33,612  75,  payable  that  day, 
is  directed  upon  this  bank,  the  former  sum  being  thus  en- 
larged considerably  more  than  one  third,  and  yet  all  to  be 
pmd  within  thirty  days,  a  shorter  period,  if  we  are  correct, 
than  the  one  mentioned  in  our  contract ;  and  a  sum,  too, 
not  inconsiderable  for  a  bank  of  our  capital,  especially  in 
'  Ihese  times.     We  apprehend  moat  assuredly  thit  there 
,   most  be,  in  the  multiplicity  of  your  avocations  at  this  junc- 
I  tore,  soai*>thing  unintentional ;  for  by  ours  of  May  17th 
■ad  June  5th  we  informed  you  that  we  had  determined 
I   not  to  suspend  specie  payments,  that  we  had  in  vault  and 
at  command  sufficient  specie  to  redeem  all  our  bills  in  cir- 
enlation,  that  a  large  amount  of  our  loans  was  on  short 
P*P0^  payable  in  Boston,  and  that  we  should  probably  be 
•Ua  to  pay  the  next  Treasury  draft  of  $21,000  July  let, 
la  tbe  osual  course  of  business,  poying  out  such  money 
is  we  receive ;  and  we    respectfully   inquired   whether 
the  draft  for  the  aom  last  mentioned  might  not  for  a 
perioJ  be  withholden  or   delayed,  or  some   other   relief 
or  aid  be  conveniently  afforded   us   in   this  emergency 
as  to  specie.     In  your  encouraging  reply,  dated  May  23d, 
you  were  pleased  to  approve  highly  of  our  <*  firmness  and 
perseverance,"  and  <<  heartily  wish  us  success,**  assuring 
as  the  Treasury  Department  would  at  an  early  day  apprize 
Hi  of  the  course  to  be  pursued  as  to  to  the  transfers  to  this 
Stale,  and  adopt  «  measures  as  favorable  for  our  bank  as 
public  duty  will  permit." 

Now,  the  next  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, this  day  received,  advises  us,  as  before  stated, 
that  we  must  pay  $33,612  75  inxtcad  of  $21,000,  and 


consequently,  if  we  accept  the  draft,  we  must  pay  in  such 
money  as  may  be  demanded.  The  State  Treasurer  will 
draw  for  it  in  favor  of  diflerent  towns,  and  in  sums  equal 
to  their  respective  proportions,  without  mentioning  any 
kind  of  money ;  and  as  gold  and  silver  are  the  only  consti- 
tutional tender,  such  will  unquestionably  bo  demanded,  it 
being  now  at  a  high  premium,  and  hanks  and  individuals 
greatly  wanting  it.  But  specie  cannot  be  procured,  and 
therefore  specie  cannot  possibly,  to  the  amount  of  the 
draf^  be  paid.  Must,  then,  the  People's  Bank,  when  it 
becomes  due,  suspend  specie  payments ;  after  all  its  forti- 
tude, ilB  efforts,  and  its  sacred  regard  for  law  and  contract, 
honor  and  promptitude  ?  Shall  the  prophetic  surmises  of 
foes  be  verified,  and  they  tauntingly  triumph  over  our 
well-timed  exertional  Have  we  fought  the  good  fight 
and  kept  the  faith  in  vain  7  Or  will  it  be  no  better  for  ua, 
that  we,  in  so  good  a  cause,  have  stood  firmer  than  oth- 
ers— ^this  being  the  only  deposite  bank  in  all  New  England 
that  has  not  susiiended  specie  payments  ?  Nor  do  we  wish 
to  be  forced  into  that  situation,  by  such  suspension,  which 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  call 
the  public  funds  out  of  the  People's  Bank,  which  haa 
alone,  at  considerable  sacrifice,  in  supplying  itself  with 
specie,  endeavored  to  sustain  itself  and  the  good  policy  of 
the  administration.  Nothing  could  have  occurred  more 
unexpectedly  than  the  enlarged  call  on  us  at  this  crisis ; 
for  our  paper  on  Boston,  though  undoubtedly  good,  is  re- 
turning from  day  to  day  protested  ;  every  bill  any  one  can 
get  of  ours  is  presented  for  specie,  even  change,  and  now 
this  day,  June  10th,  we  are  directed  to  be  ready  to  pay 
July  lat,  $33,612  76  of  $42,130  72,  the  whole  of  the 
Government's  deposite  in  the  People's  Bank.  It  will  thus 
be  perceived  that  we  are  in  an  anticipated  dilemma ;  there- 
fore we  would  respectfully  inquire,  cannot  another  draft, 
to  the  amount  of  $10,000  or  $16,000  be  aubstituled  for 
that  of  $33,612  75,  or  the  latter  be  in  part  countermand- 
ed ?  Or,  as  we  requested  in  ours  of  May  17th,  may  not 
tbe  draft  be  withholden  for  a  period  1  Or  could  not  our , 
bank  have  a  Treasury  draft  for  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
dollars  on  some  deposite  banks  that  have  suspended  specie 
payments,  or  on  some  other  receivers  of  the  public  money  1 
In  short,  will  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  pleased  to 
extend  to  us  the  temporary  relief,  important  in  the  present 
emergency,  as  it  will,  wc  believe,  be  consonant  to  the  pub- 
lic g<x>d,  and  at  the  same  time  confer  a  favor  on  his  un- 
feigned and  abiding  friends  and  obedient  servants  ?  In  be- 
half of  the  directors  of  the  People's  Bank : 

WM.  D.  WILLIAMSON,  President, 

Hon.  LXVI   WOODBURT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury . 

C   8. 

TiiBAavRT  Dbpabtmxkt,  June  17,  1887. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  10th  instant.  In  common  with  the  proportion  of 
all  the  other  banks  in  Maine,  that  of  tbe  People's  Bank 
wns  increased  in  the  State  transfers  payable  on  tbe  1st 
July,  in  omsequence  of  the  non-executionof  the  outstand- 
ing transfer  drafts  from  the  South  and  West  to  Boston, 
and  which  reduced  the  depositee  in  that  place  ao  low  as  to 
render  any  considerable  amount  of  transfer  to  Maine  im- 
possible. It  was  supposed  that  the  State  transfer  upon 
your  bank  would  be  paid  without  inconvenience;  but, 
upon  your  suggestion,  that  unless  reduced,  or  a  draft  on 
Boston  is  furnished,  its  amount  beyond  the  notice  may  in- 
terfere with  your  expectations  and  oonsequent  arrange- 
ments, and  is  not  satisfactory,  I  have  directed  the  Treasu- 
rer to  issue  two  transfer  drafts  in  your  favor  on  Boston  for 
the  amount  of  tho  differance  between  the  sum  you  was 
originally  notified  to  pay  the  State  of  Mcdne  and  the  State 
transfer  recently  placed  on' your  bank,  payable  on  1st  July. 

These  transferiTarc  on  the  Commonwealth  and  Fulton 
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Banks  for  $6,000  each,  payable  on  demand,  and  will  ob- 
viate the  inconvenience  of  increasing  your  proportion  of 
the  Slate  transfers  beyond  the  notice. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Sereiari/  of  the  TVuuury. 
W.  D.  WiLUAMsoir,  Esq., 
President  of  the  PeopWs  Bank^  Bangor^  Me. 

D  1. 

Trkjisurt  Defartwkvt,  June  17,  1837. 
Sir  :  To  enable  the  People's  Bank  of  Bang^or  to  meet 
an  excess  in  the  amount  of  tlie  State  transfer  draft  beyond 
what  it  was  originally  notified  to  pay,  I  have  directed  a 
transfer  in  its  favor  for  ^6,000  upon  your  bank,  payable 
on  demand,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  met  without  inconve- 
nience, as  no  State  transfers  for  the  July  instalment  will 
be  place  on  your  bank  in  favor  of  any  Qtale  except  Massa- 
chusetts. I  am,  dec, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
CAnui^n  of  the  Fulton  Bank,  Boston,  Mass. 

D2. 

Trsasurt  Dkpartmxrt,  June  17,  1837. 
Sir:  In  order  to  enable  the  People's  Bank  of  Bangor 
to  meet  an  excess  in  the  amount  of  the  State  transfer  draft 
placed  upon  it  beyond  its  notice,  1  have  directed  a  transfer 
for  $6,000  upon  your  bank  in  its  favor,  payable  on  de- 
mand, which  I  hope  will  be  met  without  inconvenience, 
as  you  will  not  pay  any  State  transfers  in  July  but  to  Mas- 
sachusetts. I  am,  dtc, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
The  Cashikh  of  the  Commonwealth  B^k,  Boston,  Mass. 

E  1. 

Trxasubt  Dkpartmknt,  June  5,  1837, 
Sir  :  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me,  at  your  earliest 
convenience,  whether  your  bank  will  be  prepared  to  exe- 
cute a  transfer  of  the  balance  of  public  money  to  the  State 
of  Connecticut  on  the  1st  July  next,  as  a  portion  of  the 
deposite  then  to  be  made  with  that  State,  and  whether  that 
would  not  be  the  easiest  and  best  mode  of  closing  up  our 
aflairs. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
pREBiDSHT  of  the  Quincboug  Bank, 

Norwich,  Conn. 

E  2. 

QUINKBAUO  BaSTIC, 

Norwich,  June  10,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  forward  our  account  with  the  Treasurer  to  this 
date.  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  in- 
quiring if  this  bank  will  be  prepared  to  pay  on  the  1st  July 
next  the  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that,  owing  to  the  certainty  of 
being  deprived  of  the  use  of  funds  in  July,  by  the  fail- 
ure of  manufiKturers  and  their  fectors  in  New  York,  it 
will  be  out  of  the  power  of  this  bank  to  meet  your  wishes ; 
but  we  will  endeavor  to  provide  for  a  part  of  the  balance. 
We  should  be  obliged  by  having  you  draw  for  as  small  an 
amount  as  will  consist  with  the  convenience  of  the  Treasury. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  PERKINS,  Cashier. 

Hon.  Lav  I  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  IVeasury. 

£  3. 

TaEAauRT  Department,  June  17,  1837. 
Sin :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  lOtli  ihdtant,  with  its  enclosure.     After  waiting  what 


was  deemed  a  reasonable  period  for  a  reply  to  my  -letter  of 
the  5th  instant,  I  had  ordered  a  State  transfer  draf^  to  be 
placed  on  you  in  favor  of  the  State,  for  the  balance  in  it- 
ponte  with  you,  under  the  belief  that  the  payments  migbt 
be  more  conveniently  made  to  the  State  of  Connecticat 
than  upon  warrants  in  favor  of  public  creditors.  A  di&r- 
ent  opinion  being  expressed  in  your  letter,  I  have  recalkd 
the  State  transfer  for  the  whole  balance  on  depoaite  with 
you,  and  placed  one  instead  for  $26,000,  which,  from  die 
tenor  of  your  letter,  you  will  doubtless  meet  with  coots' 
nience  and  promptitude. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Trtasurj, 

F.  A.  PxR&ijTS,  Esq., 

Cashier  Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich^  Camt. 

F  1. 
Raops  Island  Uiriosr  Bark, 

Newport,  {R.  /.,)  June  3,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  reply  to  that  part  of  your  ciicolat 

letter  of  the  18ih  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  cashier  of  this 

bank,  which  relates  to  its  future  course  in  regard  to  tb« 

remaining  balance  ($38,362  98^  of  your  depositee  in  it, 

which  is  now  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  tbe 

United  States.     As  only  a  few  notes  discounted  by  the 

bank  will  fall  due  in  tbis  month,  and  some  of  those  mutt 

be  renewed,  it  will  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  the  bsnk 

to  pay  a  part  of  said  balance  l)efoie  the  middle  of  next 

month.     And  as  you  have  drawn  from  time  to  time  «ir 

warranta  on  the  Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  in  favor  of  the 

Newport  Exchange  Bank,  by  which  the  money  requiied  ts 

,  carry  on  the  public  works  at  Port  Adams  has  been  oNaia* 

,  ed,  and  those  warranta  have  been  regularly  paid,  I  take  lh< 

;  liberty  of  proposing  th^t  three  such  warranta  he  diavs 

■  by  you,  each  for  a  third  part  of  said  balance,  viz:  the  lit 

,  payable  on  the  15th  July,  2d  payable  on  the  15th  Aogoiti 

I  3d  payable  on  the  16th  September,  1837. 

I       If,  having  in  view  the  public  interents  and  the  accomno- 

;  dation  of  this  bank,   under  existing  circumstances,  jo« 

should  think  it  proper  to  do  what  is  here  respectfully  ssf- 

gcsted,  arrangements  will  he  made  in  season  to  pay  Um 

warrants  proposed  to  be  drawn  by  you. 

The  cashier  of  the  Rhode  Island  Union  Bank  will  tea- 

tinue  to  make,  weekly,  to  the  Treasury  Department,  rrgi- 

lar  returns  of  the  state  of  the  bank,  so  long  as  any  meofj 

belonging  to  the  United  States  shall  remain  deposited  with  h. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

CHRIS.  G.  CHAMPLIK, 
President  Rhode  I:land  Union  Bank. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbvrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

F  2. 

Trrasurt  Dxpartsewt,  June  7,  1837. 
S]  K  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  insiant,  I  have  ts 
assure  you  that  this  Department  will  endeavor  to  aeeoaunfr- 
dste  you  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  balance,  sftrr 
meeting  the  ^10,000  to  the  State  on  the  first  of  Jolj,  s* 
you  have  heretofore  notified,  by  gradual  draft  for  the 
amount,  as  near  your  suggestions  as  the  wants  of  the  pub- 
lic service  may  justify. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
C  G.  Champlix,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Union  Bank,  Newport,  R-  L 

F3. 

RUUUE  ISLA^TD   UxiOR  Ba>'K, 

Newport,  R.  J.,  June  12,  1837. 
SiH  :  I  havo  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  insiant,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  assurance  it  can* 
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liflff  in  ngtjd  to  the  balance  that  will  be  doe  from  this 
lak  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  aAer  ihh  trans- 
ir  draft  upon  it  for  the  sum  of  $10,000,  payable  to  the 
•tale  of  Rhode  Island  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  shall  have 
een  paid.  And  I  now  understand  that  a  war  warrant 
'ill  be  drawn  on  the  Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  in  favor 
fthe  Newport  Exchange  Bank,  for  one-half  of  that  bal- 
Dce,  payable  in  August  next ;  and  that  another  such  war- 
mt  will  be  drawn  for  the  other  half  of  said  balance,  pay- 
Us  in  September  next ;  and  this  bank  will  then  be  pre- 
•red  to  pay  said  warrants. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  humble  servant, 
CHRIS.  G.  CHAMPLIN, 
President  of  Rhode  hbmd  Union  Bank. 
Hon.  Lkt;  Woojibuht. 

P.  8.  June  13tb.— The  cashier  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Joion  Bank  has  this  day  received  notice  (from  the  Treas- 
ij  Department)  of  a  draft  on  this  bank,  payable  to  the 
Uwport  Exchange  Bank,  for  $7,600. 

G  1. 
Mbchajiics'  Baick,  New  York,  March  20,  1837. 

8ia :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclmie,  herewith,  our  semi- 
Bontbly  statement  of  the  situation  of  the  bank,  together 
rith  a  duplicate  of  the  Treasurer's  account  current. 

Oar  casbier  baa  shown  me  your  letter,  adviaing  of  two 
Hither  transfer  drafts  on  us  for  $100,000  each,  )>ayable 
be  1st  of  the  ensuing  month.  You  will  perceive  we  have 
itid  doling  the  pact  wefk  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars 
n  Government  drafts,  an  amount  that  we  could  not  pos* 
iUy  eurtail  from  our  discounts,  during  the  existing  qq- 
nrilled  pressure,  without  producing  ruinous  consequences 
0  this  community.  We  are,  therefore,  in  debt,  and  sub- 
BCt  to  any  specie  drafts  that  may  be  made  upon  our  city. 
Under  ibepe  peculiar  circumstances,  if  the  period  of  pay- 
Mot  of  these  drafts  could  be  deferred,  it  wouk),  I  confi- 
hotly  believe,  be  of  essential  benefit,  not  only  to  the  bank, 
nt  to  the  public. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedi- 
'otttr»aor,  JOHN  FLEMING,  PreaidenU 

Hon.  Lfcvi  Woornunr. 

G2. 
TasAauBT  DxPAmTMERT,  March  33,  1837. 

8jR :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
be  30lh  instant,  with  its  enclosjures. 

With  regard  to  the  letter  from  this  Department  to  which 
rou  refer,  without  s|)ecifying  its  date,  advising  of  two 
nosfer  drafts  of  $100,000,  psyable  on  the  Ut  of  April, 
Ad  requesting  an  extension  of  the  period  of  payment,  I 
nve  testate  that  the  copy  of  that  letter  has  not  beea  found, 
H  betore  acting  on  your  request,  I  must  ask  you  to  trans- 
Bit  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  which  you  refer. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI   WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treoiury. 
J-  Flxmixo,  Esq., 

President  Meehaniet*  Bank,  New  York, 

G  3. 
Mkcuavics'  Ba9K,  New  Yorky  March  24,  1837. 

8ia :  It  must  be  apparent  to  every  discreet  and  judicious 
'bierver  that  the  pecuniary  difliculties  which  fur  some  time 
^bave  pressed  heavily  upon  the  community,  are  fast  ap- 
roacbiug  a  crisis.  Thu  present  indications  are  of  a  char- 
cter  justly  to  excite  the  apprehensions  of  reflecting  and 
'udent  men.  Feeling  persuaded  that  you  take  a  deep  in- 
^(^t  in  whatever  affects  tlie  financial  concerns  of  this  city, 
^e  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  at  tlie  present  time. 

The  revulsions  in  commercial  credit  throughout  Europe, 
*  veil  as  in  this  country,  are  well  calculated  to  arrest  the 
Iteotion  of  all  who  are  in  anvwise  connected  with  the 


moneyed  operations  of  the  commercial  cities.  At  home, 
the  recent  failures  of  eminent  houaea,  largely  engaged  in 
exchange  and  money  transactions,  have  necesaarily  created 
a  deep  and  widely-pervading  excitement  in  the  public  mind ; 
and  from  abroad,  the  advices  are  of  a  character  to  increase 
rather' than  to  allay  the  existing  apprehenaions.  The  ratea 
of  foreign  exchange  are  such  as  to  justify  fears  of  a  consid- 
erable export  of  coin,  which,  I  may  say,  has  already  com* 
menced.  This  fiict,  connected  with  the  actual  scarcity  of 
means  to  accommodate  the  merchants  in  meeting  their  cur- 
rent business  engagements,  now  falling  due,  render  it  an 
imperative  duty  on  the  part  of  the  city  banks  to  adopt  every 
reasonable  precaution  to  avert  the  threatened  disaaters.  It 
is  certainly  the  interest,  and  it  would  seem  also  to  be  tlie 
duty  of  the  Government,  so  to  administer  its  financial  con- 
cerns as  to  sustain  and  foster  the  business  interests  of  a 
community  which  is  so  closely  connected  with  the  national 
treasury. 

The  practice  of  past  years  of  allowing  the  import  in- 
come to  accumulate,  for  the  accommodation  of  those  whose 
transactiona  had  contributed  so  largely  to  the  public  rev- 
enue, was  not  found  to  be  injurious  in  its  operation,  nor 
did  it  afford  any  just  cause  of  dissatisfaction  in  other  sec- 
tions ol  the  Union.  So  large  aiKamount  of  domestic  and 
foreign  money  transactions  centre  in  this  city,  that  most  of 
the  commercial  and  mercantile  interests  connected  with  the 
general  business  concerns  of  the  country  are  intimately  as- 
sociated with  our  financial  situation  and  piospects. 

Our  credits  supply  not  only  the  imported  products  for 
consumption,  hut  fuinish  also  largely  the  facilities  for  real- 
ising the  vast  amounts  of  our  annual  exporta. 

When  the  source  of  a  business  thua  extensive  and  com- 
plicated becomes  disordered,  it  cannot  l>e  difficult  to  pre- 
dict the  consequent  effect  upon  the  many  streams  which 
diverge  from  such  a  fountain. 

It  is  under  ciicumstances  of  deep  responsibility,  ss  one 
of  the  Governmejit  agents,  intrusted,  in  a  measure,  with 
the  management  of  the  financial  concerna  of  the  Treasury, 
that  I  have  presumed  to  trouble  you  at  this  important  mo- 
ment, and  to  solicit  your  intervention,  so  far  as  you  may 
think  the  exigency  requiries,  in  alleviating  the  present 
difficulties,  and  in  averting,  if  possible,  those  menaced  ua 
in  prospect. 

I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  SOth  instant, 
requestmg  an  extension  of  time  with  regard  to  the  two 
drafts  upon  this  bank,  payable  on  the  1st  proximo. 
In  that  communication  a  brief  reference  was  made  to  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments  existing  in  this  city  ;  the  diffi- 
culties then  alluded  to  are  daily  increasing,  and  conse- 
quences serious  and  alarming,  as  well  to  individuals  as  to 
public  institutions,  force  themselves  in  a  strong  point  of 
view  on  the  attention  of  ail  who  are  interested  in  the  re- 
sult. 

With  respect  to  the  business  and  situation  of  this  bank, 
it  is  proper  to  observe,  thnt  our  transactions  are  with  a 
larger  numlier  of  dealers  than  those  of  any  other  city  in- 
stitution. In  the  management  of  our  concerns  we  have 
studiously  endeavored  lo  accommodate  the  boud-poycrs  lu 
the  utmost  extent  of  our  means,  compatible  with  other 
claims.  In  doing  so,  we  have  necessarily  been  obliged  lo 
reduce,  beyond  our  wishes,  the  amount  of  specie  in  our 
vaults.  The  drain  of  coin  for  ordinary  business  is  con- 
stant, and  to  a  very  considerable  extent.  U  is  to  be  feared 
that  some  of  the  city  hanks  are  disposed  to  hoard  their 
specie ;  the  effect  of  which  measure  is,  to  throw  the  bur- 
den of  the  pressure  unfairly  upon  others*  We  have  paid 
of  the  Government  funds,  within  the  last  fortnight,  about 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  Treasury  drafts  and 
warrants ;  the  last  of  which,  for  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars^  payment  was  demanded  in  specie,  and  we  are 
now  required  to  pay,  in  addition,  two  hundred  thousand 
dolbirs  on  the  first  of  the  ensuing  month. 
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I  think  myself  justified,  under  ezuting  circumstaneet, 
ID  making  thin  appeal  to  you,  air,  on  behalf  not  only  of 
oar  own  institution,  but  of  the  community  generally  ;  and 
submit  with  entire  and  respectful  confidence,  whether  a 
bank,  thus  situated,  should  be' compelled  at  such  a  time  of 
imminent  emergency,  still  further  to  curtail  its  discounts 
io  the  proportion  necessary  to  meet  the  im|)ending  de- 
mands. It  cannot  be  done  without  materially  increasing 
the  present  distress ;  and  it  is  feared  that  the  attempt  will 
result  in  extensive  bankruptcies.  In  such  an  event,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  suggest  what  may  be  the  responsibilities 
Tfldting  upon  the  Government.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  proper 
disposition  is  not  wanting  to  extend  all  the  relief  required. 

I  am  particularly  induced  to  represent  these  facts  strong- 
ly, in  consequence  of  a  demand  made  upon  us  yesterday 
by  the  Union  Bank  of  this  city,  for  $M),000  in  specie, 
upon  the  allegation  that  you  had  required  them  to  increase 
their  stock  of  coin.  The  suggestion  to  them  was  doubt- 
less a  judicious  one,  but  it  will  hardly  be  contended  that 
the  mere  transfer  of  coin  from  the  vaults  of  one  city  bank 
to  that  of  another,  can  add  to  the  stability  of  the  associated 
institutions,  while  the  eft'ect  is  to  increase  still  further  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments.  The  specie  basis,  in  the  mean 
time,  remains  the  same ;  and  the  practice  of  drawing  at  a 
time  like  the  present  is  calculated  to  unsettle  the  good  un- 
derstanding between  the  banks ;  which,  if  becoming  no  • 
torious,  is  very  likely  to  excite  unnecessary  apprehensions 
in  other  quarters.  This  bank  has,  to  the  extent  of  its 
ability,  contributed  promptly  to  the  assistance  of  other  in- 
stitutions, and  will  continue  to  act  in  the  same  spirit,  ask- 
ing in  return  only  a  just  forbearance  and  reciprocal  action 
on  the  part  of  its  associates  in  the  public  service. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  any  aid  which  may  be  otherwise  afforded,  the 
action  of  the  Government  may  greatly  relievo  and  alley 
the  existing  excitement,  and  materially  foster  and  en- 
courage the  commercial  interests,  by  abstaining  for  as  long 
a  period  as  possible,  from  drawing  upon  the  funds  collect- 
ed from  the  public  revenue  in  this  city.  Should  these 
drafts  continife  to  any  considerable  amount,  I  am  fearful 
that,  in  the  necessity  of  protecting  themselves,  the  banks 
will  be  compelled  to  contract  their  loans  to  an  axtent  that 
must  result  In  a  ruinous  bankruptcy,  and  heavy  losses  to 
the  Government. 

I  beg  you  to  excuse  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  writing 
thus  plainly  upon  the  subject  in  question.  Its  importance 
is  my  apology,  and  I  shall  feel  greatly  relieved  from  pres- 
ent apprehensions  if  it  shall  roceire,  at  your  hands,  such 
action  as  seems  to  me  to  tie  imperatively  called  for. 

May  I  ask  to  be  favored  with  a  reply  as  early  as  may 
comport  with  your  con  venir  nee.  I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c« 

JOHN  FLEMING,  PraidenU 

The  Hon.  Lsvi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

G4. 
MxcHANics'  BiNK,  New  York,  March  25,  1837. 

Stn :  In  writing  to  you  hastily  on  the  20th  instant,  I 
made  a  mistake  with  regard  to  the  drafts  therein  ^referr;  d 
tor:  it  was  my  intention  to  have  referred  to  your  letter  of 
the  15(h,  which  notified  us  of  a  transfer  draft  to  the  State 
of  New  York  for  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FLEMING,  President. 

The  Hon.  Levi  Woonavar, 

Secretary  afthe  Treasury, 

G5. 
The  ABU  NT  DEj*ARTxa!rr,  March  21,  1837. 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  request  made  in  behalf  of 
the  institution  over  which  you  preside,  fur  the  extension  of 


the  period  for  the  payment  of  the  two  transfer  drtftiie- 
ferred  tb*in  your  letter  of  the  20th  bstant,  it  may  be  on- 
ful  to  place*distinctly  before  you  the  situation  of  the  pub- 
lic money  in  the  deposits  banks  somewhat  mors  in  dftd 
than  is  usual  in  the  current  correspondence  of  thii  Depart* 
ment 

By  the  1 3th  seetion  of  the  act  of  the  S3d  June  hut,  (be 
,  whole  amount  of  public  money  remaining  in  the  Tnastvy 
on  the  first  of  January,  1837,  excepting  five  mtUioni  rf 
dollars,  was  required  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  bsDJci  and 
placed  in  deposite  with  the  several  States  in  quarterly  pej- 
ments,  the  first  of  which  was  to  be  made  immediately  lAer 
the  latter  date.  These  quarterly  payments  amount  to  up- 
wards of  19,367,060  upon  each  oT  the  first  days  of  Janu- 
ary, April,  July,  and  October,  in  order  that  the  whole  iob 
of  $37,468,869  97  may  be  deposited  with  the  Sutes  da- 
ring the  year,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  law.  Tbes 
great  and  frequent  payments  will  fully  explain  the  indii- 
pensable  necessity  for  the  past  and  present,  as  well  ailti- 
ture  curtailment  in  many  cases  of  the  discounts  heretofon 
made  to  the  community  by  some  of  the  deposite  hanki,  and 
which  curtailment,  while  regretted  by  many,  and  whilf  re- 
garded by  you  as  productive  of  such  unfavorable  conpeqoeo- 
ces,  must  generally  be  the  inevitable  result  of  the  tbon  aet 
of  Congress. 

But  no  authority  exists  in  any  branch  of  the  Graml 
Government,  except  Congress,  to  modify  or  delay  the  pay- 
ments in  question,  onerous  as  the^j^  often  most  prove  to  tba 
banks,  or  inconvenient  as  tbey  must  be  to  their  cuatooen. 
Congress,  at  its  late  session,  though  held  sinee  the  law  vai 
passed,  and  its  burdensome  operation  was  in  soine  degne 
experienced,  not  having  thought  proper  to  amend  it,  tboia 
deposite  banks  in  which  great  sums  of  public  money  ba«e 
been  heretofore  placed  and  loaned  to  accommodate  the  pob* 
lie,  must  now  m^e,  if  they  have  not  already  made,  the 
rcquisite'^preparation  for  meeting  those  large  paymentowilli 
punctuality.  This  course  is  due  to  their  contracta  wiih 
the  Government  and  to  the  wishes  of  Congress;  hence, it 
is  hoped  and  believed  that  your  bamk.  In  common  with  tbe 
other  public  depositories,  having,  for  more  than  nine  monthf 
past,  been  ivpprizcd  of  the  necessity  for  the  repsymeotof 
the  public  funds  in  your  custody,  have  not  been  unmind- 
ful of  those  preparations.  But,  at  the  same  timSi  •1^'* 
me  to  add  that  you  may  rest  assured  it  will  continue  to  be 
the  policy  of  this  Department  to  mitigate,  whenever  law- 
ful, the  existing  embarrassment. 

In  consequence  of  this  policy,  the  large  excssa  of  £*« 
millions  of  dollars  over  the  equal  proportion  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  has  been  allowed  to  remain  so  long:  in  J^ 
city — a  place,  however,  where,  at  the  same  time, its 
proper  to  add  that,  from  its  great  commerce,  enterpriae,  and 
central  position,  both  the  collections  and  disborsemeota  m 
the  revenue  are  usually  heavier  than  elsewhere,  andaeoa- 
siderable  portion  of  the  surplus  of  the  public  fundaiaoo^ 
available  for  public  purposes.  Nor  will  the  Treuniy  De- 
partment hereafter  depart  from  its  previous  course  to  direct 
no  more  or  earlier  transfers  thence  than  are  required  to  meet 
seasonably  the  heavy  expenditures  ordered  at  difiereDtpe>at> 
by  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  to  prepare  and  discharge  (boa* 
quarterly  fiay ments  in  deposite  to  the  States  in  a  mannct 
conformable  to  the  laws  now  in  force,  and  which  arc  reo- 
dered  inadmissible  by  their  provisions. 

It  would  fain  do  or  suggest  something  more  which  miglil 
tend  to  lighten  the  existing  pressure  upon  portiona  of  u>* 
commercial  community.  But  some  palliations  have  bem 
Bp<iken  of,  which,  if  adopted,  it  is  feiuvd  could  not  be  very 
useful,  except  as  mini«lering  to  an  imaginary  eipectatioa 
of  benefit,  while  they  would  expose  the  community  io  a 
real  increase  of  the  very  evils  under  which  it  now  lahi;r«» 
by  affording  a  pretext  or  tejnptation  to  a  dangerous  addition 
to  the  discounts  and  issues  of  banks  at  a  time  when  toe 
returns  here  prove  the  important  fact  that  Ihoec  discoonti 
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by  the  public  depontorief  are  now  greater  in  the  country, 
as  a  wh<^,  and  etpecially  in  the  South  and  Weat,  than 
they  were  in  June  last. 

On  the  contrary,  I  am,  with  much  regret,  compelled  to 
•ay  that  thia  Department  cannot,  with  juatice.to  your  in- 
stigation and  the  community,  encourage  a  hope  that  any 
exemption  very  permanent  or  eeaential  from  aome  pecuni- 
ary diificuUies  can,  through  iu  agency,  with  its  limited 
powers^  be  effected ;  while  these  vaft  collections  and  dis« 
buTsementft  are  in  progress,  and  while  several  portions  of 
the  country  are  at  the  same  time  suffering  under  the  con- 
sequences of  having,  during  the  preceding  eighteen  months, 
tnveeled  in  public  lands  alone,  besides  numerous  specula- 
tions in  private  lands,  and  which  are  yet  chiefly  dead  cap- 
ital, the  enormous  sum  of  over  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
beyond  the  usual  purchases  in  that  way ;  and,  while  our 
importations  during  only  the  last  year  have  reacl^  near 
one  handred  and  ninety  millions,  or  the  unexampled  ex- 
ceas  (independent  of  specie)  of  fifty  millions  jpore  than  our 
whole  exports.  This  extraordinary  balance,  aftor  deduct- 
ing every  thing  reasonable  for  freights,  profits,  di^rence 
of  valuation,  and  other  causes,  must  still  leave  an  amount 
of  debt  difficult  to  be  dincbarged,  either  at  home  or  abroad, 
and  equally  difficult  to  be  postponed,  while  failures  and 
embsLrrasaments,  caused  by  excesses  in  over-banking,  over- 
trading, and  speculation,  shall  continue  to  be,  unfortunate- 
ly,  qncte  as  great  abroad  as  at  home.  Among  the  various 
firoieets  which  have  been  suggested  for  mitigation  or  relief, 
no  remedies  which  are  feasible,  secure,  and  legal,  appear 
to  me  so  natural  or  so  likely  to  be  so  efteted  in  the  exist- 
ing condition  of  things,  as  those  indulgencee  which  the 
BMites,  to  whom  the  deposile  payments  are  to  be  made, 
will  he  able  afterwards  to  extend,  and  the  resolute  com- 
Bencement  and  prosecution  by  all  concerned,  of  the  ordi- 
nary core  of  such  evils,  in  pecuniary  affairs,  by  increasing 
economy  in  expenditures,  and  by  banking  leas,  trading 
less,  and  speailating  less,  till  prices  and  business  revert  to 
their  former  standards  and  channels,  and  both  proceed  more 
on  the  safe  basis  of  actual  capital  and  the  real  wants  of  the 
coouBumty. 

ISj  a  firm  course  of  this  kind,  on  the  part  of  the  discreet 
portion  of  the  commercial  world,  with  all  that  comity  and 
forbearance  to  each  other  which  the  banks  in  the  present 
exigency  ought  liberally  to  extend,  ao  far  as  their  own 
safety  will  permit,  little  doubt  exists  that  many  iodividuala 
will  soon  experience  sensible  relief,  the  urgent  calls  on  the 
Imnks  wUl  speedily  begin  to  lessen,  and  mutual  confidence 
and  a  souml  state  of  prosperity  will  be  restored  and  long 
preserved. 

Tl»e  country  still  possesses  every  great  element  to  ensure 
fntare  wealth  and  happiness;  and  with  the  exercise  of  for- 
titode  acd  moderation  now,  and  of  more  foresight  and  pru- 
dence hereafter,  on  the  aubjects  before  mentioned,  it  will 
Boon  become  extricated  from  those  mercantile  embarrass- 
■ftsnts,  which,  it  is  trusted,  are  only  temporary,  and  will  be 
able  to  increase  its  securities  against  their  frequent  occur- 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Seeretary  of  the  Trttuury, 
Jonv  Flbxivo,  £sq., 

PreMident  of  the  Mechanic^  BanK  ^^^  York. 

G  6. 

TaxAavBT  DaPAaTiiairp,  March  26,  1887. 
Sib  :  I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  24th  insUnt.  Without  waiting  for  a  reply  to  my 
letter  of  the  23d  instant,  requesdng  a  specification  of  the 
transfers  referred  to  in  yours  of  the  20th,  I  shallt  to-mor- 
row, direct  the  Treasurer  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  of 
the  transfer  draft  in  favor  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  for 
|50,000»  payable  on  the  1st  April,  and  that  for  |100,000, 


in  favor  of  the  National  Bank,  payable  on  the  16th  of 
April.  Theae  appear  to  be  all  the  transfer  drafts  in  favor 
of  banks  in  your  city,  which  are  outstanding  upon  your 
bank ;  and,  in  justice  to  the  institutions  in  favor  of  which 
they  were  drawn,  which  may  have  shaped  their  business 
somewhat  in  view  of  th«ise  drafts,  an  extension  of  thirty 
days  upon  each  is  as  much  as  seems  to  be  proper. 

You  do  this  Department,  in  your  letter,  no  more  than 
justice,  in  attributing  to  it  a  deep  interest  in  whatever  af- 
fects the  finandal^concems  of  New  York.  Every  thing  in 
its  power,  consistent  with  law,  will  be  most  cheerfully 
done  to  sustain  mercantile  credit  in  your  city.  Bot  with 
regard  to  your  sugge|^ons  as  to  the  curtailment  of  your 
loaoa,  I  find  myself  compelled  to  remark  that  your  bank 
has  been  less  called  on  to  repay  the  public  money  in  its 
custody,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  its  capital  and  its 
amount  of  public  depoaite,  than  any  bank  in  your  city. 
On  the  14th  instant,  it  sppears  to  have  had  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  more  than  two  millions 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  being  upwards  of  a  mil- 
lion more  than  the  Manhattan  Company,  an  inatitution  of 
similar  capital,  and  upwards  of  half  a  million  more  than  the 
BanK  of  llmerica,  which  has  an  authorized  actual  capital 
of  a  million  more  than  your  bank,  though  in  July  last  the 
amognt  of  the  public  deposites  was  nearly  the  same  in 
each.  It  appears  from  the  returns  of  those  baoks  that 
they  have  greatly  and  providently  lessened  their  discount 
line  in  due  season.  It  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  regret,  af* 
ter  the  experience  of  November  last,  that  the  requisite  pre- 
paratory measures  for  meeting  tlie  payments  required  by 
law  bad  not  been  efiicieatly  adopted  by  all  the  deposits 
banks,  if  any  of  them  be  now  suflering  on  that  account. 
But,  under  the  cireumstanocs  stated  in  your  letter,  I  shall 
cheerfully  extend  to  you  all  the  relief  which  my  duty  will 
enable  me  to  do.  Besides  postponing  the  payment  uf  the 
transfer  drafU  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter,  I 
will  direct  the  warrant  for  #160,000,  of  which  notice  waa 
given  on  the  ]  8th  instant  for  payment  on  account  of  the 
Chidcasaw  Indiana,  to  be  paid  chiefly  or  entirely  by  some 
other  bank.  The  other  transfer  drafts  payable  by  your 
bank  during  the  month  of  April,  being'for  small  aums,  and 
in  favor  of  banks  in  other  places,  are  not  particularised  by 
you,  and  cannot  be  interfered  with  conveniently  to  those 
banks  or  consistently  with  other  arrangements. 

Itis  to  be  hoped  that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  placing  the 
condition  of  your  bank  in  such  a  posture  aa  will  enable  it 
to  meet  promptly,  and  without  inconvenience,  the  large 
paymenta,  amounting  to  nearly  the  whole  sum  now  on  de- 
posits on  public  account,  which  will  probably  be  required 
between  the  present  time  and  the  1st  day  of  October  next. 
For  the  general  views  of  this  Department  on  the  present 
subject,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  2ith  instant, 
repeating  the  assurance  of  my  willingness  to  do  every  thing 
in  its  power  to  support  mercantile  credit  in  your  city. 

I  am,  very  reapectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Seeretary  of  the  Treatury. 

JoBH  FuBMiiro,  Esq., 

PreeiderU  Meehaniee'  Bank,  N.  Y. 

G  7. 

Tbbasvbt  DxpABTXBirr,  March  27,  1837. 
8iB :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  thia  morning  of 
yours'of  the  26th  instant,  referring  to  my  letter  of  the  16th, 
(which  notified  you  of  the  issue  of  a  transfer  draft  for 
$200,000,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  York,^  as  deecri- 
bing  the  drafl^  the  period  of  the  payment  of  which  you  de- 
sired might  be  postponed  by  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant. 
In  reply  to  that  request,  I  have  to  state  that  the  tranafera 
to  the  several  States  at  the  commenceaient  of  each  quarter 
of  the  present  year  are  required  by  express  law,  and  this 
Deputmsnt  hoe  no  power  to  poe^Mne  the  period  of  thaiff 
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taking  effect.  It  would  not  be  poaaable  to  withdraw  the 
draft  in  question,  and  require  its  amount  to  be  paid  by  other 
banks  which  have  a  leas  amount  of  public  money  on  de~ 
posite,  without  drawing  upon  them  too  severely  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  Uesidesy  it  is  undervlood  that  the  State  of  New 
York  does  not  Jmmediately  require  the  money  transferred 
to  it  under  the  depostte  act  to  be  paid,  but  will  grant  in- 
dulgence  if  desired. 

But  you  will  have  perceived,  by  my  letter  of  yesterday, 
that  this  Department  has  directed  the  ejptension  for  thirty 
days  of  the  tran^ifer  drafts  on  your  bank,  in  favor  of  banks 
in  your  city,  payable  during  the  next  month,  to  an  amount 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  State  transfer  drafts  referred  to. 
This  is  going,  T  believe,  quite  as  far  as  justice  to  the  other 
deposits  banks  will  allow,  if  you  will  |iermit  me  to  advert 
to  another  fact  as  a  strong  evidence  of  the  indulgent  course 
adopted  by  the  Department  towards  your  institution.  By 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  23,  1836,  no  deposite 
bank  is  permitted  to  hold  more  than  three-fourths  of  the 
amount  of  its  capital  stock  on  depodte.  It  became,  of 
course,  the  imperious  duty  of  this  Department  to  place  un- 
der transfer  to  banks  which  could  legally  hold  it,  the  over- 
plus beyond  that  proportion  on  deposite  in  the  eiAsting  de- 
posite banks,  which  proportion,  in  the  case  of  your  bank, 
is  only  f  1,500,000.  After  the  lapse  of  nearly  nine  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  law,  your  bank  still  holds  more 
than  $800,000  beyond  what  it  is  entitled  to.  So  far  from 
its  being  possible,  under  this  state  of  things,  to  afford  you 
much  further  relief,  it  must  be  apparent,  in  view  of  the 
facts  stated  in  my  recent  letters  to  you,  that  the  sum  now 
on  deposite  with  you  must,  in  due  execution  of  the  law,  be 
ere  long  greatly  diminished. 

The  transfers  required  to  reduce  the  amount  on  deposite 
with  your  bank  to  the  extent  authorized  by  law  to  be  held 
by  it,  were  originally  made  prospective,  so  far  as  was  be- 
lieved requisite  to  enable  you  to  curtail  your  operations, 
without  serious  inconvenience  either  to  the  commercial 
community  or  to  yourselves.  After  the  actual  payment  of 
the  overplus  held  by  your  bank  and  required  to  be  trans- 
ferred by  the  deposite  law,  in  order  that  the  amount  on  de- 
posite shall  not  exceed  three-fourths  of  your  capital,  the 
payment  of  the  residue  will  be  deferred  to  the  full  extent  of 
what  seems  to  be  justified  by  its  provisions,  and  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  service,  but  will  probably  be  gradually 
required  to  the  amount  of  one-h&lf  or  more  between  the 
present  time  and  October  next. 

I  am»  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Seeretary  of  the  TVeatury, 

iavLK  Flbxino,  Esq., 

Fresidtni  Mechanica^  Bank  New  York. 

0  8. 

Tbeabubt  Dbpahtmbkt^  June  5,  1637. 
SiB :  As  the  State  transfer  drafts  for  the  July  instalment 
are  now  issuing,  I  wilt  thank  you  to  inform  me  whether 
you  have  any  particnlar  wish  as  to  the  amount  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  State  of  New  York  by  your  bank. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
GxoROB  NcwBOLn,  Esq., 

Preeidtnt  of  the  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 

0  9. 

Babk  OF  Ambbica,  June  7,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  Ikvor  of  the  5tb  instant,  and  beg  to  inform  you 
in  reply,  that  we  shall  be  pleased  if  the  transfer  dlrafk 
on  this  bank  bank  in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  York 
for  the  July  instalment,  shall  be  equal  to  at  least  #800,000; 
and  if  your  own  wishes  ahail  prescribe  a  langer  sum,  say 


foHr  or  five  hundred  thousand  dolbrs,  it  will  be  cqaaly 
acceptable  to  Jis  if  the  draft  shall  be  made  accordingly. 

I  beg  leave  to  offer  you  my  thanks  for  your  oomiiDiuo^ 
tion,  and  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  NEWBOLD,  PrmdeiU 
Hon.  Lbti  Wood  BURT, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeaaury,  Washington. 

GIO. 

BBOOKLTF,  BiBK, 

Brooklyn,  June  7,  1837. 

Rbspectsd  Sim  :  We  shall  be  glaJ,  if  perfsctly  sgrae- 
able,  to  receive  a  draf^  for  the  amount  it  will  take  for  into 
pay  over  to  the  State  of  New  York. 

If  agreeable  to  you,  we  shall  be  glad  if  you  would  ii* 
struct  YPur  agent,  Mr.  Robert  Swartwout,  to  do  hit  bta* 
ness  wub  the  Brooklyn  Bank  of  Brooklyn,  it  being  tiped»- 
paying  hank,^  and  a  depository  of  GovBrnment. 

Any  business  that  you  may  think  proper  tojntniBvi 
with  shall  be  laithfully  and  carefully  attended  to. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  QICKS,  President. 

Hon.  LXTI  WOOBBUBT. 

Gil. 
Trbasubt  Dbpabtmbitt,  June  9, 1637. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  year  letter  of 
the  7th  instant.     The  transfer  drafts  for  the  pajneDtof 
the  July  instalment  to  the  Statea  are  prsparing,  ind  vil 
soon  be  forwarded. 

All  the  puUie  officers  in  and  near  New  York  baviif 
public  funds  in  hand,  and  finding  it  convenient  to  do  ss 
are  required  to  deposite  them  in  your  bank  by  law,  thcM 
being  no  other  public  depository  at  this  time.  I  hgft  d- 
dressed  a  letter  to  the  collector  of  New  York  on  Umm^ 
ject  to-day  as  regards  him. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasunf. 
R.  F.  Hicks,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Brooklyn  Bank. 

G  12. 

MEBfRABT^S  BaBK, 

New  York,  May  15, 1887. 

Sib  :  I  enclose  with  this  the  account  of  this  huk  widi 
the  Treasurer  at  the  end  of  the  week  just  closed,  thowni 
no  change  in  our  balance  of  ^392, 100  03,  due  bim. 

I  duly  received  your  notice  relattve  to  the  coatfsnin 
amount  of  specie  in  our  vaults  and  our  circulation.  Tht 
apparent  issues  of  this  bank  were  increased  by  ths  m^ 
conduct  of  some  of  the  others,  the  Pho&nix  in  particalir,  ii 
retaining  on  hand  our  larger  notes,  and  paying  them  out 
in  lieu  of  their  own  when  calla  were  made  for  specie.  Th^ 
actual  circulation  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  afier  exclMiil*^ 
with  the  others,  fluctuates  between  two  hundred  lod  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Measures  wers  tikiSi 
on  getting  your  notice,  to  increase  our  specie,  asyooDigfat 
observe  by  our  return  of  the  Sth  May  :  but  that  wsi  of  p^ 
avail  when  our  depositors  drew  out  their  balancss  id  ipKi'' 
On  the  morning  of  the  10th  this  bank  was  left  witb  only 
between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  while  the  olb^ 
city  bank  stood  indebted  to  the  Merchants'  Bsok,  after"* 
exchanges,  322,000  dollars.  Our  indebledneM  to  tbe 
Treasurer  was  increased  50,000  on  the  1st  of  May,  bj  h- 
ding  that  amount  to  a  large  sum  already  due  to  x»  ^  "^ 
Mechanics'  Bank. 

Is  there  no  mode  whereby  we  can  cancel  *  I^  '^  fJI 
indebtedness  by  making  payment  to  tbe  Treasuser  isfeiMi 
deposited  at  the  South  t  To  fedlitate  tbe  bosiaev  ef  ^ 
exchanges,  this  bank  haa  opened  acoounts  with  variow  ^ 
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ibKibiDeilts  in  othir  States,  at  mueb  inoonrenienee,  but 
ndar  tha  imprawion  that  it  would  meet  the  wishes  of  your 
DepMtnent  Wa  hare  in  Charleston,  South  Carulin% 
)ver  100,000  dollars,  in  Natchvz,  Missiasippi,  double  that 
HttNint  Or  will  the  Secretary  allow  us,  on  the  Ist  July, 
»  pay  over  to  the  States  their  third  instalment  of  surplus 
wsoee  t  As  to  a  payment  in  specie  it  appears  quite  ira- 
piteticable  now. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PALMBR,  President. 

To  ths  Hon.  Lkti  Woodsurt, 

S:areiary  of  the  TVeiuury, 

G  13. 

MsBcuAirTS*  Bahk, 

New  York,  August  18,  1837. 
Sii :  I  enclose  herewith  a  statement  of  the  condition  o( 
luibank  00  the  14th,  and  another  on  the  28th  July,  wit^ 
lie  balADces  due  to  anij  from  other  banks  at  these  periods — 
wiog  the  documents  omitted  during  my  absence  from 
the  city. 

I  also  enclose  statements  of  the  account  with  the  Trees* 
irar,  presenting  a  balance  due  since,  on  the  12th  August, 
>f  163, 698  52.  The  condition  of  this  bank  on  the  pre« 
rioiM  day  will  be  forwarded  to-morrow. 

Id  a  letter  from  the  Treasurer,  dated  7th  Auguat,  we 
ttre  a  liat  of  drafU  directed  to  this  bank,  and  unpaid,  viz : 

$10,000  00 

10,000  00 

30,000  00 

1,198  52 

12,500  00 


$63,698  52 

He  has  omitted  ill  this  the  State  transfer  draft,  No.  276, 
otheSute  of  South  Carolina,  for  40,000  dollars,  for  which 
*•  provided  funds  at  Charleston,  and  directed  them  to  be 
ipplied  to  its  payment.  But  this  draft,  instead  of  being 
Moored  as  directed,  has  to-day  been  presented  for  payment 
rjr  t])e  agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  remains 
B  his  hands  under  protest  for  non-payment  in  specie. 

Thin  is  a  dishonorable  iransaction  on  the  part  of  the 
Sank  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  or  its  ofBcers ;  as  you 
Day  observe  by  the  document  herewith,  that  this  bank  was 
hen  indebted  to  the  Merchants'  Bank  140,000  dollars. 

1 901,  sirj  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PALMER,  PresidetU. 

Hon  Levi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 

G  14, 

Tbkasubt  DiP^mTMENT,  August  21,  1837. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  rooming  of 
■ovr  Istter  of  the  18th  instant,  with  iu  enclosures.  With 
^Canl  to  the  State  transfer  draft  in  favor  of  South  Caro- 
tta,  to  which  yoo  refer  as  being  unpaid,  it  was  placed 
Von  yoo,  in  accordance  with  the  express  request  contain* 
d  in  your  letter  of  the  1 5th  May,  in  which  you  desired, 
•ryoar  own  accommodation,  to  disburse  funds  in  that 
llate.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
■irprise  that  it  has  not  been  provided  for.  This  Depart- 
B«iit  hu  not  yet  been  notified  of  its  non«payment  from  any 
PMrter  except  your  letter.  Is  it  your  wish  that  it  be  re- 
viled, in  ease  the  notice  be  received,  or  do  you  propose  to 
"ovide  for  its  payment  ?  It  will  be  desirable  to  have  as 
isHy  an  answer  to  this  question  as  convenient. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  dec. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
hnK  J.  Palhisr, 

President  of  MereJiofits*  Bank,  New  York, 

Vox..  XIV.— A  11 


G  15. 

MSBCHAITTS'  BaITK, 

New  York,  August  28,  1887. 

Sib:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  Instant,  on 
the  subject  of  the  transfer  draft  of  forty  thousand  dolhus 
to  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  You  state  your  surprise 
that  it  was  not  provided  for,  as  it  was  issued  in  accordance 
with  my  requeat  eonUined  an  a  letter  of  the  15th  May.  I 
refer  you  again  to  that  letter.  I  there  state  that  this  bank 
had  a  balance  due  to  it  in  Charleaton  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand  dollars.  This  was  the  fund  provided  to  meet  the 
payment  of  your  draft.  That  balance  in  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  has  not  since  been  lessened,  and 
was,  on  the  let  July,  one  hundred  and  thirty  eight  thou- 
sand dollars.  I  addressed  two  letters  to  the  Comptroller 
general  of  that  State,  telling  him  that  the  funds  to  meet 
youi^raft  were  in  the  bank  where  South  Carolina  made  her 
depositee.  I  requested  the.  president  of  the  bank  to  pay 
your  draft,  debit  it  to  the  Merchants'  Bank,  and  transmit 
it  to  me.  It  appears  that  your  draft  was  duly  presented  at 
the  Bank  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  there  honor- 
ed; the  amount  being,  I  dare  say,  accounted  for  to  the 
State.  But  the  officers  of  the  bank,  instead  of  debiting  iU 
amount  to  the  Merchants'  Bank,  as  directed,  and  paying  it 
out  of  their  balance,  thought  proper  to  sell  or  transmit  it 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and,  in  lieu  of  your 
transfer  draft,  to  send  us  a  draft  for  the  same  amount  on 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales.  This  was  the  trsnsanction 
which  I  called  dishonorable  on  the  part  of  the  bank  at 
Charleston.  Your  draft,  as  I  stated  in  my  letter  dated  the 
18th  instant,  was  presented  for  payment  here,  and  is  held 
still,  I  suppose,  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uigted  States.  I  do 
not  see,  therefore,  how  you  could  withdraw  it,  as  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  has  received  its  amount,  and  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  has  paid  it.  I  may  also  remark,  that 
the  Treasurer  has  drawn  for  his  balance  in  the  Merchants' 
Bank  without  reference  to  the  draft  alluded  to. 

In  my  letter  of  the  15th  May  I  express  some  anxiety  to 
decrease  our  indebtedness  to  the  Treasurer.  That  anxiety 
has  never  diminished  ;  but,  as  I  there  remarked,  a  payment 
in  specie  seemed  impracticable  then,  and  equally  so  now. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PALMER,  President. 

Hon.  LsYi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

G  16. 

TaxAsuaT  DapABTMsarT,  August  25,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  S3d  instant.  With  reganl  to  your  suggestion,  that  the 
amount  of  the  State  transfer  draft  issued  upon  your  bank 
in  favor  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  purpoee  of  placing  a 
portion  of  the  public  money  on  deposite  with  you  on  de- 
posite  with  that  State,  has  been  already  paid  to  that  State, 
no  evidence  of  that  fact  has  been  communicated  to  this 
Department.  Upon  these  drafts  no  indebtedness  arises 
against  the  United  States.  This  Department  is  required 
to  deposite  a  certain  propoition  of  the  public  money  with 
the  States;  no  money  is  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  the 
process.  If,  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  withdraw  a  draft  placed  upon  a  bank  which  declines 
or  refuses  to  execute  it,  and  issue  a  new  one  upon  another 
bank,  this  Department  possesses  full  power  to  do  so ;  other- 
wise the  execution  of  the  law  might  be  defeated  by  the  de- 
fault of  a  particular  bank.  With  any  privute  arrangement 
which  may  have  been  entered  into  between  a  bank  employ- 
ed by  the  State  and  the  depgsite  bank  upon  which  a  draft 
may  be  placed,  this  Department  has  no  concern ;  they  must 
of  course  settle  their  own  liabilities  to  eacli  other  between 
themselves.  It  is  the  imperative  duty  of  this  Department 
to  endeavor  to  place  the  sum  in  question  on  deposite  with 
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the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  if  your  bank  shall  not 
be  able  to  execute  this  transfer,  it  is  deairable  to  be  advised 
of  the  fact  as  soon  as  may  be. 

With  regard  to  the  issue  of  drafts  upon  your  bank  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  absorb  the  balance  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  independent  of  this  transfer,  no 
advice  has  been  received  of  the  payment  of  these  drafts, 
and  should  your  bank  be  Me  and  inclined  to  meet  the 
transfer,  any  overpayment  which  may  be  mode  by  you 
upon  the  other  drafts  will  be  promptly  refund^. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  (he  Treasury. 

J.  J.  Palmbb,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Merchants*  Bank,  New  York. 

G  17. 

Natiokal  Bastk,  Cjtt  of  Nbw  York««^ 

February  27,  1837. 

8ib:  By  your  letter  of  November  Ist,  1836,  you  ap- 
prized this  bank  that  a  transfer  draft  for  ^75,000,  payable 
soon  after  the  first  of  Januaiy,  1837,  to  the  authorized 
agent  of  the  State  of  New  York,  (which  draft  has  been 
accordingly  paid,)  would  be  followed  on  the  1st  of  April, 
July,  and  October  next,  by  other  drafts  of  similar  amount, 
and  payable  to  the  same  agent,  unless  in  the  mean  time  a 
different  notice  should  be  given  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. By  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  you  apprize 
me  that  a  transfer  draft  for  seventy-five  thousand  dollars, 
in  favor  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  payable  on  the  1st  of 
April,  will  be  issued  on  this  bank,  and  that  a  draft  for  a 
similar  amount  will  be  iss  ed  for  the  instalments  payable 
to  said  State  on  the  first  day  of  July  and  October  next, 
unless,  &c.         * 

As  T  am  not  quite  certain  whether  this  last  letter  is  in- 
tended ad  superseding  the  notice  given  by  that  of  first  of 
November,  I  pray  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me 
whether,  according  to  the  intentions  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, the  several  transfer  drafts  mentioned  in  the  letter 
of  the  23(1  instant,  are  meant  to  be  substituted  for  or  in 
addition  to  those  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  first  of  No- 
vember. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

President  National  Bank. 

The  Hon.  Lbvi  Woodduht, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury. 

G  18. 

TaxASUKT  Dkpabtmxmt,  March  2,  1837. 
SiH  :  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  received  here  this  morning,  I  have  to  state 
that  the  proposed  transfer  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  is  in 
addition  to  that  which  will  probably  be  ordered  to  the 
State  of  New  York,  agreeably  to  the  notice  of  the  1st  No- 
vember last. 

The  amount  of  the  subsequent  transfers  to  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  New  York  will  be  regulated  by  the  amount 
of  your  depositee  on  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  compared  with  other  depoeito  hanks,  so  as  to 
make  the  distribution  as  equitable  and  as  little  burdensome 
as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury. 
AI.BEBT  Gall  ATI  IT,  Esq. 

President  of  the  National  Bank. 

G  19. 

Natiohal  Bank,  rWcw  York,  May  31,  1837. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  I8lh  insUnt  to  the  cashier  of 
this  institution  was  duly  received.     The  answer  has  been 
delayed  longer  than  I  did  wish  ;  hut  the  various  duties  im- 


posed on  me  by  die  embarrassments  growing  out  of  tin  b 
mentable  suspension  of  specie  ptymeots,  have  been  grHls 
.  than  my  strength  allowed  me  at  once  to  perform. 

Notwithstanding  the  demand  for  specie  for  exportiliai, 
caused  by  the  unfavorable  rate  of  foreign  exchaiige%  h 
drain  had  been  so  fkr  arreeied  that  the  specie  of  theaik- 
teen  safety-fund  banks  of  this  city,  whose  capital  anoob 
to  $16,611,200,  and  which  amounted 

On  the  1st  July,  1636,  to  $5,044,898, 

On  the  Ist  January,     1887,  to    3,864,452,  sod 
On  the  10th  April,       1837,  to    3,633,690, 
Wse,  on  the  2d  May,        1837,        2,595,361, 
showing  a  diminution  of  les«  than  forty  thousand  doOn 
during  the  three  critical  weeks  preceding  the  last  ilWDliaMi 
date.     Measures  had  been  taken  by  a  number  of  thsdy 
banks  to  secure  a  Sute  loan  of  $3,400,000,  of  which  &« 
two  to  three  millions  might  be  used,  instead  of  specie,  a 
remittances  to  Europe. 

There  was,  therefore,  a  fair  prospect  that  the  impeodiDt 
danger  might  be  averted ;  and  without  ascending  to  tbt 
more  remote  causes,  it  may  be  stated,  as  a  matter  of  fid, 
that  the  discloeure  of  the  firauds  committed,  with  the  co- 
nivance  of  some  qf  their  officers,  on  the  Mecfamnics'  id 
Dry  Dock  Banks,  and  the  excitement  caused  by  tbi 
event,  and  by  the  sudden  death  of  the  president  of  tki 
Mechanics*  Bank,  operating  upon  a  community  aired} 
highly  alarmed  and  excited  by  the  unparalleled  failoies  id 
losses  lately  experienced,  and  by  thoiBO  still  appfehcnjd, 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  run  on  the  banki^  sad^ 


was 


the  consequent  compulsory  suspension  of  specie  paymedli 
The  city  banks,  by  immediately  assisting  the  Mecfaaoid 
Bank,  and  enabling  it  to  resist  the  first  shock,  and  u 
maintain  itself,  and  by  assuming  the  payment  of  the  dm 
lation  of  the  Dry  Dock,  whose  situation  was  tnch  ihstl 
could  not  be  sustained,  did  all  that  was  in  their  power  k 
allay  the  storm. 

For  an  explanation  of  the  circumstances  which  preodii 
the  suspension  itself,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  eocbd 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  sitting  of  the  10th  May,! 
M.  of  the  board  of  directors  of  this  institution. 

You  are  no  doubt  satisfied  that  the  situatiun  of  the  }fi 
tional  Bank,  and  the  guarantee  afifortled  by  the  bond  of  it 
directors,  give  the  amplest  steurity  for  the  ultimats  p^ 
raent  of  the  balance  "due  to  the  United  States.  The  gifi 
and  only  difficulty  arises  from  the  inability  for  the  pMStf 
to  pay  in  specie ;  and  we  think  this  institution  is,  by  ll 
previous  management  of  its  afiairs,  end  ita  conduct  oa  ih 
last  trying  occasion,  entitled  to  the  same  forbearance  vlsd 
it  exercises  towaird  those  indebted  to  it.  I  will  onlj^ 
that  you  will  find  it  ready  to  co-operate  in  caiiyiof  m 
efiecit  the  meastfres  which  you  may  recommend  for  ^ 
purpoife  of  resuming  specie  payments  as  early  as  peid4| 
and  of  preventing  in  the  mean  while,  as  far  as  practicdA 
the  depreciation  of  our  paper  currency.  Thfs  must,  ^ 
ever,  be  the  subject  of  a  distinct  letter,  in  answer  to  theii 
quiries  at  the  end  of  your  circular. 

The  Treasury  checks  on  this  bank,  which  cannot  b 
paid  in  specie,  and  will  be  returned  in  payment  of  dotii 
to  the  Treasury,  will  in  fact  become  demands  for  rcfos 
of  having  paid  specie.  I  pray  you  to  inform  me  of  Ik 
amount  you  mean  to  draw  in  that  manner,  and  whether  y^ 
intend  to  demand  interest  or  damages  on  such  rotnm  elwrl( 
This  is  nocessary  for  my  government  in  several  respsc^; 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obefiil 
servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  LVTI  WOODBUAT, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury. 

G  20. 

Treascbt  Dbpartmsnt,  June  3,  1837. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Is** 
of  (he  3  Ist  ult.  this  morning,  with  iu  f udosare.    I  ^ 
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Deposite  Banks. 


[25th  Co3re.  1st  8esb. 


•a  to  be  aMured  that  I  entertain  no  doubt  with  regard  to 
e  solvency  of  the  National  Bank.     This  Department  has 
It  contemplated  the  placing  of  many  drafts  in  payment 
warrants  upon  your  bank.     It  is  hoped  that  you  will 
both  able  and  willing  to  meet  such  as  may  be  placed  on 
ID  such  a  manner  as  will  give  entire  eatisfaction  to  the 
tiders.     The  amount  of  the  Sute  transfer  drafts  payable 
yoar  bank  in  July,  will  not  be  made  much  larger  in  the 
ikole  than  that  for  April,  unless  you  should  express  a  de- 
«  that  they  may  be  made  so.     This  Department  enter- 
ins  a  hope  that  these  transfer  drafts  will  be  received  by 
e  States  in  such  funds  as  may  be  mutually  convenient 
\A  acceptable.     In  this  manner  all  questions  with  regard 
interest  and  damages  will  be  obviated.     Should  any 
ich  questions  unfortunately  arise,  it  will  be  the  anxious 
sire  of  this  Department  to  arrange  them  in  a  just  and 
[oitable  manner.     I  am,  Ac. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Seeretar^f  the  Treasury. 
Albebt  Gali^atix,  Esq.,  |^ 

President  of  the  National  BarJc,  N,  Y, 

G21. 

Maithattan  Cohpaht, 

New  York,  June  6,  1837. 
8fB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
Mirnspeetad  letter  of  the  third  instant,  informing  roe  that 
le  Treasarer  of  the  United  States  had  issued  a  draft  on 
i»  oompany  in  favor  of  the  State  ef  Tenneaaee,  for  fifty 
lOMand  doltare. 

This  is  a  very  agreeable  arrangement  for  us,  and  no 
oabt  will  he  equally  so  to  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennea- 
1^  ts  that  institution  is  largely  indebted  to  this  bank. 
I  tm  moch  obliged  by  your  inquiry  respecting  the  future 
lafti  Dpon  this  company,  and  as  far  as  I  can  see  at  present 
iMi  will  be  pleased  to  be  governed  in  that  respect  by  the 
bvenienoe  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
tnant, 

ROBERT  WHITE, 
Cashier  Manhattan  Company. 
hi.  Lin  WoonavBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

6  88. 

TKBAauET  Dbpartksbt,  June  5,  1837. 
^(i:  I  will  thank  you,  at  your  earliest  convenience,* to 
jferm  me  whether  your  bank  will  execute  a  transfer  to  the 
hsof  New  York  on  the  Ist  of  July  next,  of  the  balance 
hoUic  money  now  on  deposite  with  you,  as  the  easiest 
P  bait  mode  of  arranging  what  is  due. 
1  tm,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
^siiiDiNT  of  the  Commercial  Bank,  Buffalo, 

0  88. 

CoxMBHciAL  Bavk,  Buffoh,  Jutil^S,  1887. 
.8ii :  Toura  of  tho  5th  instant  has  been  received.  It  is 
ipoHible  to  say  at  thia  time  what  can  be  done  in  relation 
I  the  transfer  you  speak  of.  The  hearing  for  the  dissolu- 
^sf  the  injunction  on  this  bank  ia  on  tbe  20th.  Until 
M  we  must  ask  your  indulgence,  and  trust,  in  the  mean 
^  that  no  drafls  will  be  made  upon  us.  We  will  take 
^  Mrliest  moment  to  advise  you  after  our  affairs  are  ar- 

^e  supposed,  from  the  call  of  ihe  United  States  attor- 
^9fim  U9,  that  on  furnishing  the  additional  security 
}fjA  he  desired,  the  payments  would  be  postponed. 
^  mentioned  that  Uiere  would  be  some  « reasonable 
■••"  ffis  piopositioD  was  Bgi^ed  to  on  receipt,  ahhongh 


we  are  not  as  yet  advised  what  additional  security  is  re- 
quired. Very  respectfully, 

ISRAEL  T.  HATCH,  President. 
To  Hon.  Lsyi  Woosbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury^ 

G24. 

TttBASVBT  Dbpabtmbbt,  Jufie  80,  1887. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  rsceipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  1 8th  instant.  Before  it  came  to  hand  it  became  neces- 
sary to  issue  the  State  transfer  drafia,  of  which  one  haa 
been  placed  upon  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,  for 
$40,000,  agreeably  to  the  notice  which  you  have  donbtleaa 
received,  and  which  I  hope  will  be  aatiaftictorily  met.  The 
residue  of  the  public  depo«ite  in  that  bank,  or  most  of  it, 
will,  if  this  amount  is  paid  over,  be  permitted  to  remain  for 
the  present.  I  am,  sir,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
IsBASL  T.  Hatch,  Esq. 

President,  4rc.,  Buffalo. 

G20. 

CojwxxBciAL  Babk,  Buffolo,  August  6,  1837. 

Sib  :  At  the  time  the  injunction  was  taken  off  from  this 
bank,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  your  Department,  we  ad- 
vised yout  that  we  would  pay  $40,000  to  the  State.  The 
Treasurer  of  this  State  is  probably  holding  the  drafl  until 
the  money  is  paid  to  thia  county,  and  then,  doubtless,  in- 
tends to  present  it.  We  have  now  paid,  since  the  period 
above  stated,  $20,000  on  drafts  recently  drawn.  We  hope 
that  if  the  draft  of  $40,000  has  not  been  recalled,  it  may 
be  done,  and  modified  to  $20,000.  The  payment  of  thia 
last  sum  would  lessen  the  deposite  in  our  hands  one-half^ 
which  is  as  rapid  a  reduction  of  our  debt  to  the  Govern- 
ment as  die  embarrassed  state  of  the  timea  will  permit  of. 
We  desire  to  pay  as  fast  as  possible ;  and  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  we  pay  about  half  of  our  deposits  within  forty 
daya,  we  believe  that  our  proposition  will  be  viewed  favor- 
ably. The  balance  can  be  paid  moat  conveniently  by  ua 
in  auch  sums  as  might  be  required  by  you  to  disburse  at 
difiiercnt  points  in  this  State  and  on  Lake  Erie. 
Very  respectfully, 

ISRAEL  T.  HATCH,  President.  ' 

Hon.  Lbvi  Woodbdbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury . 

G26. 

Tbbasubt  Dbpabtmxvt,  Aug%Mi  18,  1887. 

Bib  :  I  have  to  aoknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  inatant,  requesting  the  recall  of  the  tranafer  draft 
upon  your  bank  in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  pay- 
able on  the  1st  July  laat,  and  regret  to  inform  you  that  it 
cannot  be  conveniently  done. 

The  calls  for  the  public  money  deposited  in  the  banks^ 
to  meet  the  current  engagements^  have  been  ao  urgent  that 
it  has  been  drawn  from  them  more  rapidly  than  might 
have  bean  wished.  But  you  may  be  aaaured  that  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo  has  been  less  drawn  upon, 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  ita  deposite,  than  almost 
any  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  that  hereafter  as  much 
forbearance  wilt  lA  exercised  as  the  public  service  will 
permit.  The  whole  of  the  public  deposite  has  been  drawn 
from  the  Bank  of  Troy,  and  all  except  about  $23,000, 
which  will  be  speedily  absorbed,  from  the  deposite  bsjik  at 
Albany. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  dte. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

IstfABX.  T.  Hatch,  Esq. 

Presidefft  Commercial  Bank,  Muffkth. 
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G27. 
CoxMiRciAL  Bavk,  Buffolo,  Auguui  16,  1837 
Sim :  To-dty  m  drart  of  $15,000  was  presented  by  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Albany,  and  specie  de- 
manded.    We  were  advised  by  the  United  States  attorney 
of  this  district  that  this  draft  was  withdrawn.     If  it  is  tho 
intention  of  year  Department  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the 
draft  we  will  pay  it,  although  a^  some  inconvenience  at 
this  time ;  believing,  as  we  did  from  yoar  correepondnce, 
that  we  should  only  be  called  on  for  $40,000  immediately. 
We  ask  no  greater  indulgence  on  our  depositee  than  is  al 
lowed  to  others,  in  consideration  of  the  great  changes 
which  have  occurred  since  we  undefiook  this  trust  for  the 
Government.     We  would  prefer  disposing  of  the  balance 
of  our  depositee  as  you  should  require  the  money  to  dis- 
burse at  difierent  points  in  this  Stale  and  on  Lake  Brie. 

Very  respectfully, 

ISRAEL  T.  HATCH,  FrendmL 
Hon.  Lkti  Wood  BURT. 

G28. 
Trsasvbt  Dspabtmskt,  August  26,  1837. 

SiB :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  18th  instant. 

By  the  last  return  of  the  state  of  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
count with  your  bank  received  here,  the  amount  of  public 
money  was  within  a  fraction  of  $100,000.  This  was  on 
the  20th  May,  at  which  time  the  Commercial  Bank  held  a 
greater  amount  of  public  money  on  deposits,  in  proportion 
to  its  capital,  than  any  bank  in  the  State,  with  one  or  two 
eiceptions.  The  drafU  which  have  since  been  placed  up- 
on it,  had  they  been  paid,  wqutd  still  have  left  the  amount 
in  your  bank  greater  in  proportion  than  most  other  banks 
in  the  State — several  of  which  have  been  entirely  exhaust- 
ed. As  to  the  payment  of  any  drafts  placed  upon  you 
since  the  date  of  tho  return  mentioned  above,  no  evidence 
of  the  fsct  has  reached  this  Department  Under  all  the 
circumstances,  I  am  unable,  consistently  with  a  due  re- 
gard-to the  public  interest,  to  conwnt  to  a  reduction' of  the 
draft  in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  York ;  especially  since 
it  was  returned  a  few  days  since  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State,  from  the  belief  that  it  had  been  provided  for :  such 
being  the  inference  from  the  remark  made  in  your  letter  of 
the  15th  instant,  respecting  the  non-payment  of  the  trans- 
fer draft  of  $16,000  to  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank 
of  Albany. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  great  reluctance  that  I  am  compel- 
led to  suggeat,  in  reply  to  your  proposition  to  pay  $20,000, 
that  the  whole  amount  muat  be  promptly  paid. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeostiry. 

IsBABi  T.  Hatoh,  Esq. 

Preeideni  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo, 

P.  S.  Permit  me  to  remind  you  of  the  necessity  of  trans- 
mitting the  weekly  returns  of  the  state  of  the  Treasurer's 
aoeonnt,  as  well  as  the  semi-monthly  statements  of  the 
condition  of  your  bank. 

•  We  ahail  expect  returns  of  what  you  have  paid  since 
last  May.  L.  W. 

G29. 

CoKXBBGiAii  Bavk«  BP&rrAXO^ 

Bepttmberk^  1837. 
8im  :  The  Comptroller  of  the  State  forwarded  the  draft 
of  the  Treasurer  upon  us  of  $40,d00  to  the  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Genesee,  who  has  to-day  presented  it  for  ptj- 
ment.  I  offered  to  pay  it  in  notes  of  this  bank,  or  in  drafta 
on  New  York  and  Albany ;  but  to  this  the  reply  was,  that 
the  Comptroller  insisted  on  receiving  the  whole  amount  in 
bills  of  the  banks  of  this  Bute,  exeUkding  all  the  bonks  in 
Bi^ah.    Such  a  denaad  is  without  pveoedanti  and,  un- 


der the  present  circumstances  particularly,  entirely  nnn- 
pected,  as  the  Comptroller  has  uniformly  allowed  dnAi  of 
this  description  to  be  paid  to  the  commissiiinen  of  loam  of 
the  county  in  which  the  bank  on  which  the  draft  wm 
drawn  was  located  ;  and  in  relationr  to  this  very  dnft  lO 
our  previous  correspondence  with  him  has  led  qi  to  ^pcct 
the  same  course.  A  payment  of  this  kind  is  also  paiticv* 
larly  inconvenient  to  day,  for  we  yesterday  remiUfld  to 
New  York  all  our  current  notes  of  other  btnki;  tad  W 
sides  it  is  very  unusual  for  us  to  allow  over  $90,000  «f 
such  funds  to  accumulate  in  our  vaults. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  could  not  prevent  notion 
of  protest  being  sent,  and  I  give  you  these  &ct>  to  ntii^ 
you  thst  we  have  done  all  in  our  power  to  protect  tbo 
draft  By  this  mail  I  address  the  Comptroller,  and  reqiml 
him  not  to  return  the  draft,  as  I  shall  pay  the  amooot  (o 
him  in  Albany,  and  at  the  same  time  send  a  request  to  oar 
corresponding  bank  in  Albany  to  take  up  the  draft  for  ov 
account  at  once ;  which,  I  trust,  will  be  done. 

T  have  only  to  ad^that,  upon  the  receipt  of  jw  h^ 
communication,  our^ewident  informed  Mr.FlaggtbittUi 
draft  should  be  paid  as  previous  drafts  had  been ;  to  vbidi 
letter  we  have  had  no  answer,  nor  has  Mr.  Flagf  it  u^ 
time  advised  us  of  his  intention  to  take  any  new  cosniii 
regard  to  this  draft. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  dec, 

J.  8TRINHAM,  Cotftier, 
tn  abeence  of  the  Prtndaiti 

Hon.  Lbti  Woodbvbt, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeaeury, 

H  1. 

State  Bahk  at  Nlwabk,  N.  J.» 

October  89,  183& 

Sib  :  Enclosed  is  a  bond  executed  by  the  prcsidcDtind 
cashier  and  all  the  directors,  except  Mr.  Jaisei  BrooPi  ; 
who  is  in  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  James  Dawsi^  whp  ii 
abaent  on  a  journey.  This  bond  is  dated  Slit  Octota 
instant,  to  which  day  the  former  bond  extended.  Itwosji 
be  agreeable  if  you  would  hold  thia  bond  until  we  fonnn 
you  with  another  bond  of  like  date,  tenor,  &c.,  ^^^ 
by  all  the  directors,  which  will  probably  he  acconplM 
in  a  few  weeks ;  and  it  will  be  all  in  good  time  to  deM^ 
when  you  receive  the  new  bond,  on  the  propriety  of  nw* 
stituting  it  for  the  present  bond.  .    . 

Last  evening  we  had  a  very  calamitous  fire  in  tbii  ctfji 
(the  particulars  you  will  no  doubt  see  in  the  paUtc^i^) 
bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  great  fat  ^^^ 
York.  This  bank  was  several  timea  on  fire,  bat  itvM  V 
the  exertions  of  individuals,  so  that  no  loss  of  property" 
known  or  apprehended.  If  it  should  produce  no  ioc«J^ 
nience  to  the  Treasury  Department  to  furnish  oswitb  w, 
funds  besides  those  received,  to  pay  what  ought  t^^^^fP^ 
by  us  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  according  to  the  depovi 
law,  on  the  1st  days  of  January  and  April,  or  either  of  tm 
in  whole  or  in  part,  it  would  enable  us  to  grant  lODi  »* 
dulgences  and  assistance  where  it  would  be  seryicetu^ 

This  intimation  is  made  for  your  consideratioD ;  •»  ^ 
any  thing  is  ^ne  in  pursuance  thereof,  it  will  be  wy** 
ceptable ;  butlT  there  is  any  objection  it  win  not  be  nc^ 
sary  to  occupy  your  time  with  an  answer.  A  $niA  pjj 
of  our  manufactured  articles  are  sold  in  the  Southeni  in 
Western  States,  and  the  remittances  received  lo  tbefpnof 
and  early  part  of  the  summer.      Very  respectftallyi 

BLIAS  VAN  ARSDALE,  Prtnde^' 

Hon.  Lbti  Woodbvbt, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeaeury, 

H8. 

Statb  Bakx  at  NsWAMtf         ^ 

Jaeeaaryl^^^', 

Sib  :  Enclosed  herewith  you  will  leodve  the  fsesiF* 

th«  Govwmor,  TreMurar,  and  Speakir  of  tbi  lB»m  « 
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Antmblj  of  New  Jeney,  for  the  ram  of  for^  five  Uiou* 
fluwl  dollara,  being  the  amount  of  the  draft  on  this  bank 
for  part  of  the  rarplue  revenue  depgaited  with  aaid  State^ 
whieh  it  forwarded  according  to  the  instructiona  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant.  In  jonr  letter  of  the  lat 
Nofember  nit.,  you  mentioned  the  amount  to  be  paid 
■boat  the  let  inatant  ;'and  that  it  wooJd  be  followed  on  the 
lit  April,  July,  and  October  next,  by  other  drafta  payable 
lo  the  Mine  agent,  bat  did  not  apecify  the  suma.  It  wonld 
be  Teiy  acceptable  to  ua  to  be  informed  of  the  aoma  expect- 
ft]  to  ba  paid  by  na  on  thoae  days,  particularly  on  the  lat 
of  April  next,  aa  aoon  aa  your  conTenienee  will  permit. 

Very  reapectfully, 
ELIAS'VAN  AR8DALE,  Pruident, 
Hon.  LiTi  WoonBumr, 

Starttary  of  the  Treasury. 

H  3,  . 

TBKAavBT  DaPAKTirvHT,  January  21,  1887. 
Sii:  Tn  reply  to  the  inquiriea  contained  in  your  letter 
el  tiM  18tb  inalMit,  aa  to  the  amount  of  the  tranafer  drafta 
which  will  be  iaaoed  in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  Jeney, 
ipOD  yeor  bank,  payable  in  April,  July,  and  October  next, 
!  ha?e  to  cute  that  theee  drafta  will  probably  be  made  fbr 
the  fan  of  eighty-five  thouaand  each. 
I  •n,  very  reapeotfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 
Secretary  of  the  Treaeury, 
BuA»  Vjur  Abbdalv,  Eaq. 

Freeidentof  Vie  State  Bank  at  Newark. 

H  4. 

Statb  Baitk  at  Nxwabk,  April  0,  1887. 

8ii:  The  receipt  of  the  Governor,  Treaeureri  and 
Speaker  of  the  Houae  of  Aasembly  of  New  Jeney,  ia  here- 
with lent,  for  the  aum  of  eighty-five  thouaand  dollara,  being 
(he  tmount  of  the  drafl  on  thia  bank  for  part  of  the  aurploa 
Krenoe  depocited  with  the  aaid  State,  and  which  4kbr- 
wirded  according  to  the  inatructiona  contained  in  your  letter 
of  tbe  cashier  of  the  15th  March  ultimo. 

In  joor  letter  of  the  2 let  January  ultimo,  you  atated 
that  the  drafu  therein  referred  to,  payable  in  April,  July, 
ud  October,  would  probably  be  eighty-five  thouaand  dol- 
hn  each.  These  aame,  together  with  one  previoualy 
drawn,  make  the  amoant  depoaited  by  tranafer  drafts,  and 
wai  probably  ao  arranged  under  the  expectation  that  after 
the  distribution  was  made,  no  surplua  would  remain  in  the 
Treasury  beyond  what  waa  necessary  for  the  public  aervice. 
Bat  tt  Congresa  have  made  no  diatribotion  of  the  aurplua 
Mcnxing,  and  our  traders  and  manufacturers  are  greatly  in 
*tnt  ci  money,  it  ia  aubmitted  for  your  consideration 
whether  part  of  the  accruing  surplus  might  not  be  left  in 
Hew  Jersey,  to  be  effected  either  by  diminishing  the  drafta 
to  be  drawn  on  ue,  or  by  new  transfer  drafts  for  ua,  aa  may 
^  eait  the  convenience  of  the  Treasury. 

If  this  ia  not  deemed  expedient,  we  shall  ao  understand 
itf  without  occupying  your  time  in  writing  an  answer  to 
tbat  eflect.  But,  if  a  favorable  determination  in  any  re- 
*P^  should  be  made,  an  answer  would  be  very  acceptable. 

Very  reapectfully, 
ELIAS  VAN  AR8DALE,  President. 

Hoe.  Levi  Woodbvrt, 

•     Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 

H  6. 

Tbjlasubt  DiPABTXsirr,  April  11,  1887. 

Bit :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
^  6ih  inatant,  with  ita  enrloaura. 

In  faply  to  your  request  that  a  portion  oC  the  accruing 
ivplot  may  ba  permitted  to  remain  on  depoaite  In  your 
^«ikf  i  bava  to  eute  that,  npon  the  beat  aatimata  whieh 
tfmnam  be  faraiady  tha  amoant  of  lacaipU  into  the  Tr«M* 


ory  previous  to  the  first  of  October  will  not  exceed,  if  in« 
deed  they  shall  equal,  the  expenditures  required  by  law, 
after  the  depositee  with  the  States,  due  on  that  day,  shall 
have  been  paid  over.  It  does  not  seem  probable  lihat  any 
considerable  sum  will  remain  in  any  deposite  bank,  even 
at  the  great  pointa  of  disbursement,  where  it  must,  of  ne- 
cessity, be  principally  placed.  If,  contrary  to  preaent  ex- 
pectation, any  coneiderable  surplus  shall  remain  in  the 
Treasury  after  the  State  depoaites  shall  be  completed,  your 
requeat  will  be  aeasonably  and  duly  considered. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of -the  Treasury, 

EuAa  Vaw  ARaoALB,  Esq., 

Preeident  of  the  State  Bank,  Newark,  N.  J. 

I. 

Babk  of  Dblawabx, 

Wilminfton,  bth  mo.,  29d,  1887. 

In  anewer  to  the  inquiriea  m  thy  circular  of  18th  inatant, 
I  am  inatructed  to  aay— - 

Ist.  That  we  are  ready  to  resume  specie  paymenta  at 
any  time  when  they  are  resumed  by  the  Philadelphia  banka, 
and  ahall  be  glad  to  do  all  in  onr  power  to  promote  it. 

2(1.  The  answer  to  this  inquiry  ia  principally  above. 
Prom  our  near  vicinity  to  Philadelphia  it  would  be  im- 
practicable for  ua  to  reaume  specie  paymenta  at  an  earlier 
period  than  stated  above. 

I  am  (lao  further  instructed  to  aay,  that  this  bank  will 
be  prepared  to  meet  the  drafts  of  the  United  Statea  Treae^ 
urer,  in  favor  of  the  Treaaurer  of  thia  State,  aa  heretofore, 
in  a  manner  satisfiictory  to  the  latter. 

The  whole  amount  received  by  thia  inatitution  from  the 
United  States  was  eighty  thonaand  dollara.  We  have  paid 
Government  drafts,  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State, 
for  about  $45,000  dollars,  and  we  hope  the  draft  to  be 
drawn  on  the  lat  of  July  may  lie  for  $15,000,  (making  an 
average  payment  of  $20,000  quarterly,)  and  leaving  that 
aum  to  pay  on  the  lat  of  October. 
I  am,  very  reapectfully, 

WM.  PAXSON,  Copier. 

To  Lbti  WooBBvmT,' 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury. 

K  1. 

Pabmbbb'  Bavb  or  ViaeririA, 

Riehnumd,  Aprils,  1687. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  encloee  the  aceoont  of  tha 
Treasurer  of  the  United  Statea  with  thia  bank  to  tha  8d 
instant ;  alao,  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia  for  $366,404  67.  Be  pleased  to  in- 
form me,  in  caae  I  am  incorrect  in  the  supposition,  that  I 
am  instructed  to  perform  thia  service  aa  an  agent  of  the 
Department  over  which  you  preside,  and  not  aa  neceaaarily 
connected  with  the  draft  of  $200,000  on  thia  bank,  advisad 
in  aaid  letter,  and  which  conatitnted  a  part  of  the  amount 
for  which  the  receipt  is  granted. 

I  am,  with  high  reapeet,  your  obedient  aervant, 

JOHN  O.  BLAIR,  Cashier. 

Hon.  LXVI  WOOD^FBT, 

Secretary  of  the  TYeaeury. 
N.  B.  James  Rawlinga,  Esq.,   has  been  elected  preai- 
dcnt  of  thia  bank,  in  place  of  P.  N.  Nicholaa,  Esq.,  re- 
aigned.  J.  O.  B.   Cr, 

K  2. 

TBBAavmx  Dxfabtkbjit,  April  7»  1837. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledga  tha  receipt  of  your  latter  of 
tha  5th  inatant,  with  ita  endoanraa.  The  receipt  trano- 
mitted  appeara  to  be  derived  from  aome  Uw  or  regulation 
of  Virginia,  with  regard  to  depoaite  of  funds  of  that  Stat^ 
aa  it  aontaana  a  diAeiant  amoant  from  the  sum  paid  by  yon 
to.  tho  Stata  Traaawiar  on  booowU  oi  thia  DapartnoiiU 
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With  the  relations  between  the  State  of  Virginia  and  its 
depositories  this  Department  has  nothing  to  do.  The  re- 
ceipt is  accordingly  retamed,  in  order  that  oqe  may  be 
transmitted  for  $200,000,  the  amount  of  the  transfer  drafts 
by  this  Department  in  favor  of  the  State  upon  your  bank, 
of  the  payment  of  which  that  receipt  will  constitute  the 
proper  voucher. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Joax  O.  Blaie,  Esq., 

Cashier  Farmers*  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 

K  3. 

FaRMKBS'  BaITK  of  YlROlHIA, 

Richmond,  AprU  10,  1837. 

Sim ;  The  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  of  Virginia,  forward- 
ed to  you  on  the  6  th  instant,  for  $366,404  67,  and  re- 
turned by  you  as  incorrect,  came  to  hand  to-day,  and  was 
presented  to  the  Treasurer  for  compliance  with  your  re- 
quisition :  he  states  he  waits  for  the  return  of  the  other 
receipt  of  the  same  tenor  which  be  gave,  and  at  your 
request,  was  forwarded  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States. 

Tu  the  same  officer  was  also  forwarded  the  draft  on  this 
bank  for  $200,000,  with  the  customary  receipt  thereon, 
accompanied  with  the  weekly  account  rendered,  it*  having 
been  settled  with  the  Treasurer  of  this  State.  The  weekly 
account  will  accompany  this. 

f  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  BLAIR,  Cashier. 

lion.  LXVI  W00DBU«T, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

K  4. 

Tbbasubt  DErAmTXiNT,  July  16,  1837. 
8tb  :  Not  having  been  informed  of  the  payment  by  your 
bank  of  the  State  transfer  draft  in  favor  of  the  Slate  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  a  portion  of  the  July  instalment  to  be  deposited 
with  that  State,  I  have  to  request  you  to  inform  me  at  your 
earliest  convenience,  whether  it  is  expected  to  be  paid  over 
in  a  manner  acceptable  to  that  State,  as  it  will  be  necessa- 
ry otherwise  to  place  drafts  for  disbursement  upon  your 
bank  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  public  service. 
l  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Jaxbs  Ravlikos,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia. 

K  6. 

Fabxebs'  Bakk  or  VimeisriA, 

Rtehmondt  July  17,  1837. 
r  Sir  :    Your  letter  of  the   16th  instant  has  been  re- 
ceived.    The  transfer  draft  on  this  bank  for  $200,000, 
referred  to  by  you,  has  not  been  presented  for  payment  as 
yet. 

By  an  act  of  the  late  extra  session  of  the  Iiegislature  of 
Virginia,  this  check  or  draft,  with  ail  others  paysble  on 
the  1st  instant,  were  directed  to  be  paid  to  certain  banks, 
dec.,  by  the  endorsement  of  our  State  Treasurer.  -And  I 
understand  from  him  that,  in  order  to  meet  the  payments 
required  by  the  said  act,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the 
draft  divided  into  two  sums.  He  has  written  to  you,  ask- 
ing such  a  division ;  after  which,  no  doubt,  the  checks  will 
appear  in  due  season,  and  be  satisfactorily  paid. 

The  apparent  delay  has  resulted  alone  from  the  failure  of 
tboee  entitled  to  receive  this  fund  to  call  on  our  Treasurer 
at  ati  earlier  day. 

This  bank  will  take  pleasure,  in  meeting  any  drafts  whieh 
the  wanta  of  the  public  eervice  may  require,  and,  I  doubt 


not,  always  in  a  manner  acceptable  to  the  creditors  of  tb 
Government. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  RAWLING8, 
President  of  Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia. 
Hon.  Lbti  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington  cUy. 

K  6. 
FABMBBa*  Babk  op  ViBeiBIA, 

Richmond^  Augusi  S8,  IMT. 

Sib  :  Your  fiivor  of  the  34th  instant,  addresied  to  Jolm 
G.  Blair,  cashier  of  this  bank,  advising  that  orden  hid 
been  given  to  forward  a  transfer  draft  on  the  Bsnk  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  favor  of  this  bank,  for  the  sum  of  $14,792  M, 
has  been  duly  received ;  and  by  the  succeeding  audi  the 
transfer  draft  came  safely  to  haqd. 

I  hope  that  you  did-not  consider  the  letter  of  our  cadiict 
of  the  2 1  St  instant  as  in  anywise  a  demand  or  lequest  tfatt 
you  should  adjust  this  seeming  balance  in  &vor  of  tliii 
bank,  after  the  payment  of  the  several  checks  or  dnfti  of 
which  we  had  been  adviaed.  Nothing  of  that  kind  wv  ia- 
tended,  and  we  should  .feel  much  mortified  if  it  wu  iaftmi 

The  checks  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  StsiM  « 
this  bank,  as  advised,  have  been  satisfactorily  paid,  sietpl 
one  in  favor  of  the  Treaaurer  of  Virginia  for  the  nm  of 
$117,190  67,  which  has  never  been  presented  for  pay- 
ment. This  clieck  it  is  understood  was  passed  by  the  Tmi- 
urer  of  Virginia  to  the  Exchange  Bank ;  a  bank  aalkori- 
xed  by  the  last  Legislature  of  Virginia,  butnotyst  inopin- 
tion.  The  cashier  of  that  bank,  some  three  weeks  agOi  by 
letter  to  our  casl^ier,  informed  him  that  he  held  sock  check* 
and  asked  if  It  would  be  paid  in  apecie  if  presented.  Oar 
cashier,  in  reply,  declined  payment  in  specie,  but  propoitd 
to  meet  it  in  current  notes  and  checks  on  Northern  Unb; 
since  which  we  have  heard  nothing  farther  from  it. 

Under  the  peculiar  condition  of  all  of  our  baok^  it  cm* 
not  r^ljkonably  be  expected  of  us  payment  in  cp^cie,  whia 
no  other  bank  will  do  the  same,  although  our  ability  mtji 
when  contrasted  with  our  liabiliti«i,  well  compare  with  toy. 

I  am  pleased  that  a  move  has  been  made  by  the  Nev 
York  banks,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  result  in  somewei- 
concerted  agreement  to  resume  payment  in  specie  at  the 
earliest  practical  day.  This  bank,  among  the  last  to  n** 
pend,  will  be  found,  I  hope,  among  the  foremost  in  theis> 
sumption. 

Very  respectfully,  your  miist  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  RAWLING8, 
President  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia, 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington  aii/' 

K  7. 
Tbxasubt  Dkpabtmeht,  August  80,  1837. 
Sib  :  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letltroi 
the  38th  instant,  and  I  beg  you  to  accept  of  my  thankf  for 
the  information  furnished. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  your  bank  ascertain  whether  the 
transfer  to  the  State  referred  to  will  be  made  and  receiptfd 
for  to  the  proper  authority  of  the  State,  as  required  bj  the 
deposite  law.  I  shall  be  gratified  at  receiving  infomntioii 
upon  that  point  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servsot,. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Seeretary  of  the  Teosury- 
Jajcbs  Rawubos,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Farmers*  Bank  af  Ttrgima. 

K  8. 
•FiBiia«8'  Bavk  o9  Vibotbia. 

Richmond,  Seplemh&  16,  18S7. 
SiB :  Your  favor  of  the  80lh  ultimo  was  duly  received. 
I  have  seen  the  Treasurer  of  Viiginia  in  regard  to  lh»n. 
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ceipte  to  bo  given  for  the  Jaly  transfer  from  the  United 
Stately  ind  am  told  by  him  that  they  cannot  yet  be  given, 
becaase  be  baa  not  beeu  advised  of  the  payment  of  the 

I  am  now  given  to  understand  that  the  draft  on  this 
bank  for  upwards  of  $117,000  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  it  is 
the  porpoffe  of  that  bank  to  tender  the  same  as  an  offset  to 
tbe  claim  of  the  United  States  for  the  first  instalment  due 
on  aceouDt  of  the  Government  stock  in  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

This  being  tbe  case  we  are  precluded  from  meeting  the 
draft  in  any  ordinary  way.  It  would  be  quite  convenient 
for  as  in  a  very  short  time  to  throw  funds  into  Philadelphia 
even  to  meet  it,  but  this,  we  presume,  would  not  be  per* 
mitted  by  the  holder. 

Under  this  state  of  the  case,  and  to  avoid  any  embarrass- 
ment to  the  Government,  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  of 
this  draft,  I  would  be  highly  pleased  if  you  would  direct 
tbe  proper  officer  to  check  upon  this  bank  for  all  or  any  of 
yoor  ordinary  disbursements  in  Virginia,  until  at  least  an 
aoMont  equal  to  the  outstanding  draft  shall  be  paid.  It  will 
aflurd  us  pleasure  to  meet  such  drafts  in  a  way  we  trust 
ntiifactory  to  the  creditors  of  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  RAWLINGS. 
President  Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia, 

Hon.  Lit  I  Woopbvbt, 

Secretory  of  the  Treasury  ^ 

K  9. 

TnEisuHT  DsPARTMBST,  Jwie  19,  1887. 

8ia :  In  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  16th  iuBtant,  which  was  received  this  morning,  I 
have  lo  suggest  that  it  has  been  the  intention  of  this  De- 
partment, should  the  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky  execute 
the  transfer  to  the  Sute  of  Virginia,  payable  on  the  1st 
Jttlj,  for  #140,809  33,  to  relieve  it,  if  desired,  from  a 
correspondent  amount  of  tlie  transfer  which  bad  been  pre-  ' 
vioQsly  directed  to  be  made  by  it  to  your  bank.  But  if  the 
Northern  Bank  is  willing  to  pay  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
the  draft  to  which  you  refer,  in  such  a  medium  as  you  are 
wiJliog  to  receive,  the  transfer  having  been  ordered  previa 
ooB  to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  the  Department 
will  not  interfere  in  any  arrangement  which  may  be  made, 
to  the  mutual  accommodation  of  the  two  banks,  but  will 
be  happy  if  you  can  so  arrange  the  matter.  In  such  case 
It  is  not  in  my  power  to  mako  any  special  stipulation  with 
yon  as  to  the  kind  of  money  you  will  be  called  on  to  pay 
on  account  of  this  deposits. 

The  funds  which  may  be  in  your  bank,  or  in  its  branch 
at  Norfolk,  will  be  drawn  out  as  the  public  service  may 
^eqoire,"  in  the  ordinary  course,  as  far  as  I  can  at  present 
judge.  I  am,  sir,  ^c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

JoHH  BnocKivamotJoa,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richtnond, 

P.  8.  You  can  show  this  letter  to  the  agent  of  the 
Northern  Bank,  if  you  please.  L.  W. 

K  10. 

Trxasurt  Dbpabtmbnt, 

September  %\,  1837. 

StB  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  16lh  September.  Until  it  shall  bo  distinctly  settled, 
which  ia  not  done  in  your  letter,  that  your  bank  intends  to 
dishonor  the  transfer  draft  placed  upon  it  in  favor  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  this  Department  cannot  make  any 
alierior  arrangements  with  regard  to  the  funds  provided  for 


meeting  it.     We  had  hoped  yon  would  have  no  difficulty 
with  your  own  State. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  dec 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  PavBiDKVT 

of  the  Farmers*  Bank  of  Virginia^  Richmond. 

L  1. 

Plaittkbs'  Bavk,  Satakkab, 

March  29,  1687. 
SiB :  Most  of  the  transfer  drafts  recently  received  from 
you  gave  to  the  banks  of  New  York,  on  which  they  were 
made,  the  option  of  paying  them  in  this  city.     The  Bank 
of  America  has  availed  of  this,  and  tendered,  through  its 
agent  here,  two  checks,  amounting  to  twenty  thousand 
dollars;  say  one  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  drawn  by 
Phosnix  Bank  of  New  York  on  the  Darien  Branch  Bank 
of  this  city,  and  one  for  five  thousand  dollars,  drawn  by 
State  Bank  of  New  York  on  the  Central  Railroad  and 
Banking  Company  of  this  place  also.     Tbe  custom  of  the  ' 
banks  here  for  a  short  time  past,  and  with  a  view  to  the 
occommodation  of  our  merchants,  has  been  to  receive  in 
payment  for  collections  made  by  them,   the  notes  of  the 
banks  of  Augusta  and  Charleston,  reserving  to  themselves, 
however,  the  right  to  pay  out  the  same  description  of  notes 
to  all  checks  drawn  on  them,  and  founded  on  collections. 
This  bank  having  paid  in  specie  tho  greater  portion  of  the 
warrant  issued  to  the  State  in  January  last,  and  feeling 
itself  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  if  required,  the  warrant  issued 
and  payable  first  proximo,  I  called  on  the  banks  on  which 
the  above  mentioned  checks  were  drawn,  to  ascertain  if 
they  or  others  which  might  be  received  would  be  met  in 
specie  if  required ;  and  I  am  led  to  understand  that  it  will 
not  be  agreeable  to  them  to  pay  specie  for  any  checka 
founded  in  collections,  made  either  for  individuals  or  banks. 
Considering  this  institution  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  if 
desired,  any  and  all  checks  or  warrants  made  on  it  by  you, 
and  unwilling  to  come  into  any  collision  with  the  banks  of 
our  city,  the  more  especially  as  tlie  mere  suggestion  or  in- 
quiry made  in  relation  to  tbe  payment  of  specie,  under  the 
circumstances,  gave  utterance  to  the  cry  that  tbe  Govern- 
ment funds  were  to  be  used  to  oppress  and  cramp  our  in- 
stitutions, I  declined  to  receive  from  tbe  agent  of  the  Bank 
of  America  the  checks,  and  requested  him  to  make  the  de- 
mand for  apecie,  which  was  declined  by  him.     I  take  it  for 
granted  I  express  your  views  when  I  say  that  this  institu- 
tion is  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  when  required,  any  and  all 
drafts  or  warrants  made  on  it  by  Government ;  and  I  beg 
the  favor  of  you  to  aay  if,  under  this  view,  you  consider  it 
under  any  obligation  to  receive  in  payment  from  banks  on 
which  you  give  it  transfer  drafts,  checks  on  other  banks^ 
which  banks  claim  the  right  to  pay  such  checks  in  what 
aT«  termed  current  notes,  and  which  are  not  immediately 
available  to  ua,  in  case  of  specie  requirements,  in  conse- 
qoeDce  of  their  remoteness  from  us.     I  am  far  from  intend- 
ing this  communieation  as  one  of  complaint,  and  beg  that 
it  will  not  be  received  in  this  light.     The  arrangement  of 
the  present  checks  is  a  matter  I  consider  between  the  Bank 
of  America  and  ourselves,  and  it  will  be  adjusted  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  both  of  us,  onr  supply  of  specie  at 
present  being  ample  for  any  requirement   made  on  us; 
but,  under  different  circumstances,  we  might  be  subjected 
to  much  inconvenience.     It  is  my  desire  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  its  prospective  bearing  on  this  bank,  and  to  re- 
quest you,  if  you  can,  in  accordance  with  your  own  views 
on  this  subject,  direct  that  any  future  transfer  drafts  issoed  to 
us  be  paid  in  such  way  as  to  relieve  us  from  the  unpleasant- 
ness of  coming  into  collision  with  our  institutions  here,  and 
incurring  the  stigma  of  using  Government  funds  to  oppress 
them,  when  we  only  aak  from  them  that  which  we  our- 
selves  are  called  on  to  pay.     The  difficulty  can  be  avoided 
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by  making  the  iraiiBfer  drmfts  pajraUs  at  tha  bank  on  wbicli 
they  maj  be  issued,  and  I  beg  to  suggest  to  you  thia  course. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

GBO.  W.  ANDERSON,  Presidettt 
Hon.  Lbti  Woosburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

L3. 
Treabvrt  DaFARTMiRT,  April  7,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  29th  ultimo  this  morning. 

Your  suggestion  that  the  depositories  employed  by  this 
Department  are  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  when  required,  all 
drafU  and  warrants  made  on  it  by  the  Government  is  per- 
fectly correct,  unless  in  the  case  of  transfer  drafts,  the  bank 
executing  the  transfer  holds  the  notes  of  that  in  favor  of 
which  it  is  made,  or  remits  bills  and  drafts  in  payment, 
which  the  latter  is  willing  to  credit  as  specie. 

The  transfer  drafts  ordered  by  this  Department  are  usually 
made  payable  either  at  the  bank  executing  the  transfer  or 
at  the  bank  to  which  it  is  made,  as  may  best  suit  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  or  the  wishes  of  the  institution  on 
whom  the  burden  of  payment  is  thrown.  The  general 
practice  has  been  to  make  them  payable  at  the  bank  to  which 
payment  is  required  to  be  made,  as  being  the  course  mast 
generally  acceptable  and  convenient. 

This  Department  trusts  that  no  practicable  difficulty  will 
arise  on  "diia  subject,  and  will,  at  all  times,  be  anxious  to  do 
every  thing  in  ita  power  to  prevent  such  a  result 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

G.  W.  AivDKRaoir,  Effq. 

President  of  the  Planters^  Bank,  Savannah. 

M  1. 

AomiCULTURAL  BaNK  op  MI88I88IPPT, 

Natchez,  January  28,  1837. 
Bf m  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
Sd  instant,  and  your  notice  of  the  issuing  of  a  transfer  draft 
on  us  in  favor  of  the  State  «f  Tennessee  for  $126,000, 
which  I  suppose  is  made  payable  here,  and  nothing  appears 
to  the  contrary. 

I  enclose  our  weekly  account,  and  am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MORRILL,  Cashier. 
Hon.  Lxri  Wood  a  cm  t. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

M2. 

AeBicvLTVBAL  Bavk  OF  Musiasippi, 
Natchez,  March  31,  1837. 
8im :  The  recent  large  failures  in  New  Orleans  and  the 
Northern  cities  must  necessarily  auspend  the  payment  of  a 
targe  amount  of  our  bills  maturing  at  distant  points  until 
next  saaaon,  and  produce  great  embarrassment  for  several 
months  in  this  community.  I  am,  therefore,  directed  to 
inquire  of  you  whether  we  may  not  expect  that  the  public 
moneya  now  in  the  custoily  of  thb  bank  wilt  not  be  reduced 
in  amount  before  January  next 

We  have  experienced  considerable  delay  in  making  them 
available  to  ua,  in  consequence  of  receiving  them  atPonti- 
toe,  and  the  principal  investments  made  of  them  are  in  the 
very  bills  tliat  are  now  being  auspend^.  Having  under- 
atood  that  the  funds  belonging  to  the  Chickasaw  nation  of 
Indiana  are  to  be  inveated  for  their  U86,  this  bank  proposes 
to  borrow  one  million  of  dollars,  on  such  time  and  terms  as 
may  accord  with  (he  views  of  the^Government. 

Very. respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MORRILL,   Cashier. 
Hon.  LsTi  Woohdvxt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


M  9. 

AoBictTiTUBAi  Bbvk  ot  MlfSIUim, 

NateJtez,  April  6,  1837. 

*SiR  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  to  day  your  letkr 
of  March  the  14th,  and  noticee  that  transfer  draltihaTelM 
ordered  on  this  bank,  in  favor  of  the  States  of  Tennenei 
and  Arkansas,  both  payable  on  the  Ist  instant  We  hin 
every  reaaon  to  expect  that  tbeae  drafts,  as  well  as  thefaodi 
required  at  Little  Rock,  will  be  demanded  in  specie,  d 
which,  I  am  aorry  to  say,  amount  to  a  sufiicisnt  no  I0 
increase,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  embarriMmeots  of 
this  region  of  country.  We  have  no  other  means  of  pn* 
curing  supplies  of  specie  but  from  thejiew  Orleans  baok^ 
from  the  payment  of  exchange  on  that  city ;  even  soeb  ii 
the  present  state  of  things  there  as  to  render  this  depe odeoa 
exceedingly  precarioua.  The  demand  during  the  last  tvs 
or  three  months  so  far  exceeds  all  experience  as  toindoei 
the  banks  to  part  with  it  very  reluctantly  upon  any  tenn. 
Almost  every  dollar  received  for  produce  is  immediitdf 
demanded  in  coin ;  bank  balances  for  collections  made  of 
our  merchanta  have  to  be  paid  in  specie,  and  the  dfrnaod 
for  it,  for  the  purchase  of  lands,  still  conlinuea  to  a  burden- 
so  meextent.  This,  together  with  the  recent  failures Iww, 
in  New  Orleans,  and  the  Northern  cities,  has  made  it  inex- 
pedient for  the  banks  to  make  new  discounts ;  commerdai 
credit  has  consequently  become  greatly  impaired,  and  m 
whole  population  ia  at  thia  time  in  a  state  of  great  eidte* 
ment  and  alarm.  The  Governor  has  convoked  a  spaal 
meeting  of  our  Legislature,  with  a  view  to  the  adoptun  <" 
some  extraordinary  measure  of  relief,  which  at  present  addi , 
something  to  the  prevailing  anxiety  and  alarm. 

The  banks  in  this  State,  although  in  my  opinion  ga«; 
ally  sound,  and  prudently  couducted,  must  neccssanl;  w 
the  embarrassment  of  the  times. 

These  are  circumstances  which  I  deem  it  my  duijfto 
make  known  to  you ;  and  from  them  you  will  be  enahW 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  adopting  any  measure,  con«ri^ 
with  your  views  of  public  duty  and  interest,  to  reliew  * 
as  much  as  possible,  from  the  payment  of  money,  and  psr* 
ticularly  of  specie,  during  the  summer.  In  the  autuoiBt  I 
do  not  doubt  that  things  will  become  comparatiroly  f^ 
again. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggeat  here  that  the  Indian  tribes,  a)  m 
as  my  information  extends,  have  generally  prefcrencejj 
receive  bank  notes  in  which  they  have  confidence,  to  eia* 
silver  or  gold.  The  former  they  find  to  be  extremdy  »- 
convenient  on  account  of  the  bulk  and  weight,  and  iliej^ 
not  judges  of  the  value  and  genuineness  of  the  latter.  A 
Pontitoc  this  has  been  almost  uniformly  the  case,  ano  I 
seems  to  me  probable  that  the  Indians  in  Arkansas  lUf 
have  the  same  preferences,  and  that  the  notes  of  this  isR 
the  Planters'  Baiik  may  prove  more  acceptable  to  them,  K 
they  are  already  familiar  with  their  use  and  value. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  P.  MORRILL,  Cathitr. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbukt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

M.  4. 
Tbeasurt  Dxpabtmeht,  Apr**/ 20,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  31st  ult.  From  present  appearances  the  cnrreotre- 
ccipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  will  not  ^JJ'J* 
if  indeed  they  shall  equal,  the  expenditures  reqoireo  ^ 
law.  The  deposite  with  the  several  SUtes,  required  b! 
the  deposite  law  to  be  made  on  and  before  the  first  dayo| 
October  next,  together  with  those  expenditures,  reader 
seasonable  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  deposite  banu 
nccesKary  for  making  these  payments. 

This  Department,  as  it  has  ever  done  toward  all  the  oe' 
positories  employed  by  it,  will  endeavor  to  render  the  da- 
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im  deTolTiDg  upoo  your  bank  as  liule  burdensome  as  pos- 
iiUe,  by  fitnushing  all  posMble  notice  of  the  times  and 
places  where  you  will  be  required  to  make  payment.  For 
the  depositee  with  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Arkansas 
fOQ  have  had  ample  opportunity  to  make  convenient  pro< 
nsion. '  The  transfers  recently  ordered  to  be  made  by  yon 
to  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  for  expenditure  at  those 
points,  are  placed  so  far  ahead  that  it  is  presumed  you  will 
Snd  no  difficulty  in  executing  them  with  punctuality.  You 
trill  not  probably  be  called  on  to  pay  any  thing  to  the 
Slate  of  Miseissippt. 

With  regard  to  the  proposition  to  borrow  a  million  of 
loUars  from  the  fund  belonging  to  the  Chickasaw  nation, 
I  have  to  state,  the  expenses  attendant  upon  the  removal 
ind  lettlement  of  that  nation  are  expected  to  absorb  all  the 
lands  now  in  hand,  as  well  as  the  receipta  on  their  account 
br  a  considerable  time  to  come.  Whenever  there  shall  b« 
bods  for  investnoMit,  this  Department  will  be  happy  to 
poichase  stock  from  your  bank,  should  it  possess  any  of  the 
kind  to  which  investments  are  restricted,  and  will  offer  them 
oo  terms  as  favorable  as  others. 

I  am,  very  respcctTully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secret  ary  of  the  Treasury, 

A.  P.  MoBRiLL,  Cashier 

of  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Mi,,  J^alehez. 

P.  8.  If  any  future  transfers  except  those  to  the  States 
of  Tennessee  and  Arkansas  are  ordered  from  your  bank,  I 
will  give  them  ample  notice,  and  make  them  as  near  and 
convenient  as  the  public  interest  will  permit. 

M  5. 

• 

Agsicultubal  Bakk  op  MiBsiesippT, 

Nafchez,  April  26,  1837. 

8iB :  The  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  has  pre- 
Knted  his  two  transfer  d rails  on  (his  bank,  and  demanded 
ipede,  which  ho  wants  for  the  use  of  the  new  bank  about 
to  go  into  operation  at  Little  Rock ;  but  as  it  will  not  be 
needed  before  the  1st  of  July,  he  has  been  induced  to  de- 
fer the  demand  on  that  we  agree  to  place 
this  amount  there  at  that  time  at  our  risk  and  expense. 
Bach  is  the  unexampled  state  of  things  here  and  in  New 
Orleans,  that  we  have  deemed  it  important  to  gain  this 
little  time,  even  at  some  risk  of  not  l>eing  able  to  comply 
^th  our  agreement ;  for  specie  cannot  be  obtained  in  New 
Oileans  upon  any  other  terms  than  a  positive  demand  at 
Ibe  counter  of  the  binks,  and  by  the  1st  of  July,  unless 
relief  is  afforded  them,  it  may  be  difficult  to  obtain  it  even 
ill  this  way.  Mr.  Woodruff,  the  Treasurer  of  Arkansas, 
informs  me  that  large  amounts  of  specie  are  now  at  the 
RversI  land  offices  in  that  State,  and  if  the  receivers  were 
greeted  to  deposits  the  above  amount,  $100,000,  with  him, 
it  wonld  be  a  convenience  to  all  parties.  This  bank  would 
be  greatly  accommodated  by  such  an  arrangement,  and, 
if  the  money  is  not  to  be  deposited  with  us,  we  would  place 
it  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes,  either 
in  New  Orleans  or  in  the  Planters'  Bank  in  thii  city,  as 
nay  be  directed.   . 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  P.  MORRILL,  Cashier.    . 

Hon.  LsTi  WooDBirnT, 

—    Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

M.  6. 

WAsHiHoTOTr  CiTT,  Junt  1,  1837. 
Some  time  in  the  month  of  April  last,  the  Governor  of 
Tennessee  put  into  the  hands  of  the  cashier  of  the  Plant- 
^  Bank  of  Tennessee,  for  collection,  a  draft  drawn  by  the 
Tnaiurer  of  the  United  States  on  the  Agricultural  Bank 
of  Mississippi,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  dated 
March  13th,  1837,  for  the  sum  of  $125,000.  The  Plant- 
"^  Bank  sent  the  said  draft  to  Natchet  for  payment  by 

Vol.  XIV.— A  12 


special  agents ;  the  said  agents  made  two  fonntl  applica- 
tions themselves  for  payment  thereof,  but  without  success; 
the  said  agents  neither  demanded  nor  insisted  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  said  draft  in  specie,  but  declared  their  readi- 
ness to  take  the  payment  thereof  in  notes  on  the  New  Or- 
leans banks  or  ia  United  Steles  Bank  notes,  but  still  they 
could  not  obtain  the  money  for  said  draft ;  the  said  agents 
were  then  forced  to  placo  the  said  draft  in  the  hands  of  a 
notaiy  public,  who  made  a  formal  demand  for  the  payment 
thereof  on  the  2d  May,  1837,  and  payment  being  refused, 
the  said  draft  was  accordingly  duly  protested  for  non-pay- 
ment 

The  above  facts  did  not  occur  under  my  ewn  personal 
observation ;  but  I  am  a  director  of  the  Planters'  Bank, 
and  in  that  capacity  learnt  them  from  the  report  of  the  said 
agenta  to  said  Planters*  Bank,  and  I  believe  them  to  be 
true.  I  did  not  learn  what  reasons  the  Agricultural  Bank 
assigned  for  the  course  it  pursued. 

Upon  the  reception  at  Nashville  of  the  notice  of  protest 
of  said  draft,  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee  paid  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee  the  amount  of  said  draft,  took  it  up  for 
the  credit  of  the  General  Government,  and  is  now  the 
holder  of  the  same. 

I  furnish  this  statement  at  the  request  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Woodbury. 

THOMAS  H.  FLETCHER. 

M  7. 

Washiwoton  Citt,  Jttnt  2,  1837. 

Si« :  I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  the  president 
of  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee,  in  which  he  forwards 
me  a  draft  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in 
favor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  on  the  Agricultural  Bank 
of  Mississippi,  dated  March  Sd,  1837,  for  the  sum  of 
$125,000,  which  said  draft  has  been  protested  for  non« 
payment. 

This  draft  was  originally  forwarded  to  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, as  a  part  of  the  public  moneys  directed  by  law  to 
deposite  with  said  State,  and  was  intended  as  so  much  of 
the  public  moneys  to  be  deposited  with  that  State  on  the 
lat  of  April  last.  Said  draft  was  presented  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Bank  on  the  2d  of  last  month  for  payment,  but  the 
payment  thereof  being  refused,  it  was  accordingly  pro- 
tested. 

On  the  return  of  said  draft  to  Nashville  under  protest, 
the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennesseo  voluntarily  came  for- 
ward and  paid  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  the  amount  of 
said  draft,  and  took  up  the  same  for  the  credit  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  thus  that  the  Planters'  Bank  became  the  holder  of 
said  draft,  and  I  am  desired  by  the  preeident  thereof  to  pre- 
sent the  same  to  you  for  reimbursement,  and  to  ask 
you  to  give  in  payment  checks  on  some  of  the  Eastern 
cities.  As  to  the  mode  of  reimbursement,  I  think  there 
should  be  no  objection  urged.  The  Planters'  Bank  ad- 
vanced the  money  for  the  credit  of  the  United  States  at  a 
time  of  extreme  pressure  at  Nashville,  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  money  so  advanced  was  equal  to  specie.  In  making 
this  payment  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  the  Planters'  Bank 
supposed  it  would  be  doing  a  service  both  to  the  General 
Government  and  the  Sute  of  Tennessee,  as  it  enabled  the 
General  Government  to  carry  out  the  original  object  had  in 
view  when  the  draft  was  drawn,  and  it  placed  at  once  into 
the  Treasury  of  Tennessee  the  full  quota  of  the  public 
moneys  intended  for  that  State  on  the  1st  April  last. 

The  payment  of  this  money  to  the  Planters'  Bank  in 
a  check  on  the  East  will  further  tend  to  enable  that  institu- 
tion to  meet  the  requisitions  of  the  United  Sutes  at  Athens 
in  gold  and  silver  or  their  equivalent 

The  Plantera'  Bank  is  not  without  claims  on  the  Treas- 
ury Department  for  reasonable  aid.  It  has  discharged  for  tb« 
United  States  upwards  of  $1,800,000  within  the  last  eight 
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monUiB,  and  at  this  time  only  owes  the  Government  about 
$69,000.  Much  of  the  money  paid  on  these  dUbur»e- 
menls  was  paid  in  silver,  sent  to  the  Branch  Bank  at 
Athene  by  the  Planter's  Bank  at  great  expense,  risk,  and 
trouble.  The  public  moneys  within  the  last  six  months 
deposited  with  the  Planters'  Bank  have  remained  with  it 
too  short  a  time  to  be  used  by  that  institution,  and'  hence 
no  profit  has  resulted  from  the  agency.  Therefore,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  I  hope  you  will  consider  it  reason- 
able to  mske  me,  as  the  agent  of  the  Planters'  Bank,  reim- 
bursement in  checks  on  the  Eastern  cities. 

Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  H.  FLETCHER. 

Hon.  L«T1  WoODBUBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N.  B.  I  tiiink  it  proper  to  add  that  down  to  the  latest 
dates  from  Nashville,  the  Planters'  Bank  had  not  suspend- 
ed specie  payments,  and  the  tenor  of  a  letter  just  received 
from  the  president  of  that  institution,  seems  to  look  to  a 
continuation  of  the  payment  of  the  Government  requisi- 
tions at  Athens  in  gold  and  silver. 

THOMAS  H.  FLETCHER. 

M  8. 

TnKAsuRTrDxrARTMEirT,  June  3,  1837. 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  suggestion  concerning  the  draft  on 
the  Agricultural  Bank,  in  fkvor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
and  which  was  not  paid  by  that  bank,  but  the  money  vol- 
untarily advanced  by  your  bank  to  the  State,  I  would  briefly 

reply : 

In  the  first  place  the  liberal  conduct  of  your  bank  is  duly 
appreciated ;  but  it  is  not  legally  in  my  power  to  consider 
the  clsim  as  a  debt,  and  as  a  transaction  with  that  bank,  to 
be  settied  with  it  like  a  debt. 

On  the  otiier  hand,  I  was  willing,  as  before  proposed  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  btate,  to  issue  a  new  transfer  for  the 
amount  on  the  Union  Bank,  or,  as  stated  to  the  Governor, 
to  pass  the  amount  to  your  credit  by  issuing  a  new  transfer 
on  your  bank,  and  the  Stale  giving  a  receipt  for  the  same, 
if  paid. 

But  finding  that,  so  far  as  you  know  and  represent  the 
views  of  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  act  in  the  capacity 
of  assignee  or  representative  of  the  claim  of  the  State  for 
the  $125,000,  there  is  a  reluctance  to  accept  a  new  trsns- 
fer  in  the  Union  Bank,  and  that  no  funds  remain  in  your 
bank  subject  to  our  draft,  except  such  as  were  not  payable  till 
hereaHer,  in  June  and  July,  and  have  not  yet  been  paid  in 
funds  immediately  available,  and  on  which  we  are  rapidly 
drawing  for  Indian  expenditures,  I  am  disposed  to  give 
another  transfer  or  transfers  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  on 
some  other  bank,  where  our  means  are  large,  and  which  is 
likely  to  be  more  acceptable,  and,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, just.  We  shall  also  be  obliged  to  draw  on  both 
the  banks  in  Nashville  largely  for  the  July  deposits  with 
the  Slates,  and  on  the  Planters'  Bank,  all  which  can  be 
spared  there,  after  meeting  current  expenditures.  I  will 
thank  you,  therefore,  to  designate  such  bank  or  banks  as 
seem  to  you  most  convenient,  and  confine  the  amount  as 
far  as  practicable,  and  as  will  probably  be  realized  satisfsc- 
tory,  to  the  West  or  Southwest. 

We  have  ample  funds  in  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  as 
well  as  at  Natchez,  at  Louhville,  and  Cincinnati ;  on  either 
of  these  places  we  can  give  new  transfers  for  the  whole, 
and,  if  likely  to  be  more  acceptable,  can  give  a  transfer  for 
a  part  on  New  York — not  exceeding,  however,  50,000 
dollars  without  inconvenience. 

Respectfully  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  t/u  Treasury. 

Taos.  H.  Fletcubii,  Esq. 

Agent  for  the  Planters*  Bank  of  Tennessee, 


M  9. 
WASBiireTOir  Citt,  June  3, 1837. 
Sib  :  Yours  of  this  day  is  at  hand.  Upon  refledton,  I 
believe  it  will  be  most  accepuble  to  all  concerned  to  tab 
the  drmlts  proposed  on  New  York,  Cincinnati,  and  Looii' 
ville ;  and,  therefore,  I  will  accept  of  a  draft  on  New  Tofk 
for  50,000  dollars,  on  Cincinnati  for  37,500  dollan,  and  on 
Louisville  for  37,500  dollars. 

Very  respectfully, 

THOS.  H.  FLETCHER. 
Hon  Levi  WoonBuar, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N  I. 
WASBiireToir,  May  80,  1937. 
Sib  :  The  balance  due  from  the  piinton  Bank  of  Golin- 
bus,  amounting  to  ninety  or  ninety -six  thousand  doHiii,M 
feel  anxious  to  meet  in  a  manner  that  shall  be  u  little  ca- 
barrassing  to  the  United  States  as  the  present  denofd 
state  of  the  curri>ncy  will  permit ;  and  will  hold  oonelni 
ready  to  meet  forthwith  the  Treasury  draft  Jn  fsTor  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  for  the  full  amount  of  the  same. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  NEIL,  Present. 

Hon.   LxTI  WoODBUBT, 

Secretary  of  ihe  TVeasury. 

N  3. 

COMMEBCIAL  BaBK  of  Cl^VCIKHiTri 

June  8, 1837. 

SiB  :  I  have  now*  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  ibi 
Bank  of  Kentucky  is  willing  to  receive  such  fiindsM« 
are  prepared  to  pay  them  in  discharge  of  the  transfer  drw 
for  100)000  dollars,  payable  on  the  28th  instant,  lodthii 
we,  therefore,  prefer  to  reduce  our  debt  to  the  Got«niPi«l 
by  making  that  payment.  That  bank  declined  giving « 
any.  assurance  so  fsr  in  advance,  as  to  the  kind  of  fow 
which  it  will  receive  in  payment  of  tiie  drafts  pajfibkn 
July  and  August,  but  we  have  confidence  that  we  ihiAji 
able  to  make  an  acceptable  payment  If  so,  «e  P^ 
making  the  payment.  I  respectfully  ■*'M*^'»*J"  j 
that  the  drafts  be  allowed  to  remain  for  the  preeest, » 
should  any  difficulty  occur  hereafter,  we  will  in  dm  I* 
advise  you,  and  request  the  favor  of  you  to  recall  the  if"* 

We  will  wiUi  pleasure  make  the  payment  you  d«iii«" 
160,000  dollara  to  tiie  State  of  Penney Ivania ;  buiuw 
amount  is  large,  and  the  time  short,  it  will  be  afc«f  I" 
us  if  you  will  delay  the  issuing  of  the  draft  for  a  few  J^ 
so  that  we  may  avail  ourselves  of  the  option  between  W* 
burg  and  Philadelphia.  It  may  be  a  great  convenieacitt 
us  to  pay  at  Pittsburg,  but  we  cannot  decide  thif  q«<** 
until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  our  preadenl,fr«»* 
Louis,  who  is  hourly  expected.  You  may  depend  « «« 
placing  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  tite  Treasurer atwta* 
ever  place  may  be  decided  on,  on  the  Ist  July.  ^^\\ 
hope  that  these  drafts  will  be  drawn  W**^|^?,"S, 
bank  notes,  as  a  payment  in  specie,  if  <J«™*".  J'^ 
banks  to  which  it  is  to  be  paid,  would  be  impractieablf, «» 
would  lead  to  disappointment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  HALL,  Cc^- 

Hon.  Lbti  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N  3.. 

COMMXBCIAL  Bjl-SK  OV  ClJfCI».^A«, 

July  if  1887. 

SiB :  I  received  from  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  ^^*J  ^ 
transfer  draft  payable  to  us  on  the  29lh  ultimo,  doJy  i^ 
ceipted.  ,.     ^^ 

I  am  advised  by  that  bank  that  for  the  ouUlandmi  «n^ 
payable  in  July  and  August,  of  |lOO,000  each,  ificj  ^ 
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ot  receive  in  ptyment  any  thing  hot  specie,  checks  on  the 
lift,  or  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky.  This  mode  of 
ly  ment  would  be  iinpr«ctir4ible,  unless  at  a  sacrifice  greater 
un  the  Department  would,  we  believe,  reqaire.  The 
lank  of  Kentucky,  in  common  with  most  of  the  banks  of 
lis  region,  is  rapidly  curtailing  its  circulation,  and  it 
rould  be  impossible  to  procure  any  large  amount  of  its 
fltes,  and  Eastern  cheeks  are  now  out  of  the  question. 
Ve  were  obliged,  in  arranging  for  the  payment  due  this 
ay  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  make  a  sacrifice  of 
boot  7,000  dollars,  which  we  did  cheerfully  rather  than 
iwppoint  the  Department.  But,  as  the  means  of  creating 
inds  at  the  Bast  are  now  almost  entirely  cut  ofi^  we 
liottid  not  wish  to  make  any  new  engagements  which 
roald  require  Eastern  exchange,  and  which  we  might, 
berefore,  not  be  able  to  fulfil.  We,  therefore,  beg  leave 
»  avail  ourselves  of  the  offer  you  were  kind  enough  to 
oake,  to  withdraw  the  two  drafts  payable  at  the  Bank  of 
[entaeky. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  HALL,  Caahier. 

Hon.  LiVI  WoODBDBT, 

Seentary  of  the  Trauury, 

N  4. 

BaKK  OT  KVKTVCKT, 

LouitvilU^  June  7,  1S97. 

Sim :  The  time  is  near  at  hand  when  the  portion  of  the 
orpliis  revenue  accruing  to  the  State  of  Kentucky  is  to  be 
Mid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State.  This  bank,  as 
roa  are  aware,  has  a  large  amount  of  the  public  depositee, 
riule  the  Northern  bank  has  a  very  small  portion.  Would 
t  rait  you,  as  a  matter  of  convenience  to  this  bank,  to  give 
0  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  a  warrant  for 
be  whole  amount  t  This  would  leave  a  more  equal 
QOimt  in  each  hank,  and  relieve  this  institution  very 
Mieh  ID  the  paynaent  of  so  large  an  amount— -the  brancii 
f  the  bank  at  Fraunkfort  being  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  State. 
Phis  bank  has  been  very  much  embarrassed  in  its  opera- 
bos  by  the  proteifi  of  checks  on  the  North,  which  it  had 
•eeived  in  payment  of  balances  by  banks  in  the  South, 
artieulaily  the  Agricultural  Bank  at  Natchez  and  the 
^eminercial  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  thus  suspending  a  large 
moant  which  should  have  been  available  in  furnishing  our 
Mchants  with  Eastern  checks.  We  necessarily  ac- 
QDuIate  large  balances  in  the  two  named  banks,  funds 
f  which  we  can  make  no  use,  unless  it  will  suit  your 
^•partment  to  make  warrants  on  us  to  be  paid  at  those 
einis. 

We  will  hold  ourselves  ready,  at  all  times,  to  meet  your 
)qaisition%  and,  on  the  unfortunate  suspension  of  specie 
ayiaents,  will  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  satisfy  the 
eUers  of  your  warrants.  We  have  thus  far  had  no  sort 
f  diificQlty,  nor  do  we  expect  any,  yet  your  Department 
UM  deal  as  lightly  with  us  as  possible. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H,  POPE,  Prendent. 

Hon.  Lrti  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury.  . 

N  5. 

TBKASumT  Dbpajbtxbkt,  June  15,  1837. 

8iB :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
W  7th  instant.  The  proportion  of  the  July  instalment, 
nwB  upon  your  bank,,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
•■  been  greatly  increased,  and,  had  not  the  transfer  drafts 
•an  issued  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  might  have 
tea  more  so,  being  anxious  to  accommodate  the  depoai- 
■QM  of  public  money  in  any  mode  consistent  with  the 
•Mie  service. 

Voar  suggestion  of  a  wish  to  make  payment  at  New 


Orleans  will  be  attended  to,  should  circumstunces  require 
funds  at  that  point. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  pervent, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasttry. 
W.  H.  Popx,  Esq. 

President  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville, 

N8. 

NoBTHsnir  Bavk  or  Kkntuckt, 

Lexington,  June  9,  1837. 
Dbab  sir  :  I  have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  notifying  me  that  a  <<  transfer  draft  has  been 
directed  upon  this  bank  for  the  sum  of  $100,000,  payable 
to  the  State  of  Kentucky  on  the  1st  of  July  next,''  which 
payment  shall  be  made.     It  will,  as  I  intimated  in  my  let  • 

ter  to  you  of  the  ' instant,  be  very  agreeable  to  us  to 

learn  that  the  transfer  drafl  may  have  been  directed  to  our 
branch  at  Louisville,  for  the  further  sum  you  may  have  to 
pay  the  State  of  Kentucky  on  the  1st  of  July  next.  Ar- 
rangements can  be  made  for  the  payments  to  our  State 
with  perfect  ease  and  entire  satisfaction  to  the  State  au- 
thorities. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  SCOTT,  Cashier. 
Hon.  Levi  Woobuht, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

N7. 

NOBTBBBK  BaITK  OF  KbHTVCKT, 

Lexington,  June  9,  1837. 

Dia«  bib  :  Your  letter'of  the  30th  ultimo  to  our  cashier 
at  Louisville  has  been  forwarded  to  me,  advising  of  a 
transfer  draft  having  been  directed  to  him  for  the  sum  of 
$140,809  33,  payable  to  the  Sute  of  Virginia  on  the  lit 
of  July  next,  and  that  the  amount  of  this  transfer  draft  to 
the  State  of  Virginia  will  be  deducted  from  the  transfer 
heretofore  ordered  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia. 

Before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  (viz.  oh  the  5th  inst.,) 
we  had  despatchefl  a  special  messenger  (John  Milton,  Esq  } 
to  Richmond,  Virginia,  with  funds  to  pay  both  transfer 
drafts  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  with  instructions  that,  if 
he  failed  in  making  the  payment  there,  to  repair  to  Wash- 
ington, and  offer  the  same  to  you,  in  one  of  which  modes 
we  hope  the  payment  will  be  satisfactorily  made. 

In  that  event,  if  agreeable  to  you,  it  would  be  a  great 
accommodation  to  me  to  have  the  payment  of  the  draft  for 
$140,809  33  extended  to  that  season  of  the  year  when  oar 
live  stock  shall  be  carried  to  the  Virginia  market,  when  the 
payment  can  be  made  without  inconvenience,  and  some 
facilities  afforded  to  our  trading  people  to  get  their  property 
to  a  maricet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  SCOTT,  Cashier. 

Hon.  Lrvt  WooDBrmr, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N8. 

NoRTBCaiT  Bafk  ov  Kevtuckt, 

Lexington,  August  18,  1887. 
DxAB  sib:  I  have  received  from  the  cashier  of  the 
branch  of  this  bank  at  Louisville,  the  copy  of  a  letter  fiom 
Wright  Southgate,  cashier  of  the  Exchange  Bank  ^f  Vir- 
ginia, at  Norfolk,  advising  that  he  held  a  draft  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  on  our  office  at  Louisville,  for 
$140,809  83,  and  inquiring  how  we  mean  to  pay  it.  This 
transfer  draft  I  presume  to  be  the  same  referred  to  in  your 
letter  to  our  cashier  at  Louisville,  dated  the  30th  of  May 
last,  in  which  you  intimate  thai,  upon  payment  of  thai 
draft,  tu  amouni  would  be  deducted  from  ths  transfer 
drafts  before  ordered  to  he  paid  to  the  State  of  Virginia. 
Advice  of  the  draft  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Southgate  wae 
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not  receieved  until  a  special  inesMnger,  Mr.  Miiton,  was 
sent  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  with  funds  to  pay  the  two 
transfer  drafts  in  favor  of  the  Bank  pf  Virginia  for  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  each,  and  which  payments  have 
been  made. 

On  the  f  th  June  I  addressed  to  yon  a  letter,  a  copy  of 
which  I  give  below,  and  not  having  heard  from  you  since, 
had  supposed  that  the  draft  was  withdrawn  or  suspended 
until  the  time  mentioned  in  that  leaer. 

I  have  to  repeat  that  it  will  be  a  great  accommodation 
to  this  bank  to  have  the  payment  suspended,  and  hope 
that  the  indulgence  asked  will  not  be  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  Treasury.  An  early  answer  is  respectfully 
solicited. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  SCOTT,  CasAter. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbdrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 

N.  9.- 

Triaivht  Dkpihtmkwt,  August  28,  1637. 

8iB :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  18th  instant.  It  was  ihe  intention  of  this  Depart- 
ment, as  was  notified  to  you  on  the  80th  May,  should  the 
execution  of  the  State  transfer  draft,  in  favor  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  prove  too  burdensome  or  incoffvenient,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  transfer  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  to  post- 
pone, modify,  or  recall,  the  latter,  which  were  then  with- 
in the  "power  of  the  Department. 

But  over  the  State  transfer  draft  this  Department  did  not 
undertake  to  exercise  any  such  control,  and  the  period  of 
its  payment  was  fixed  by  law,  and  of  course  could  not  be 
postponed,  excepting  by  the  two  depositories  from  and  to 
which  the  payment  was  required  to  be  made. 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  afTord  you  any  ac- 
comrao<1ation,  consistent  with  the  public  duties  devolving 
on  this  Department,  and  I  regret  that  I  cannot  with  pro- 
priety direct  the  payment  of  the  State  trsnsfer  draft  in 
question  to  be  suspended  or  delayed,  agreeably  to  your 
requost. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Steretary  of  ihe  Treasury, 

To  the  CAsnrsm 

of  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Lexington, 

N  10. 

Office  State  Bank  Ikdiaica, 

Madison,  March  7,  1837. 
SiB :  We  have  just  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  Illinois 
nearly  $38,000  in  silver  on  Treasury  warrant.  This 
branch  and  the  branch  at  Indianapolis  have  been  compel- 
led to  pay  a  large  amount  of  silver  to  the  Northern  Bank 
of  Kentucky  through  transfer  warrants :  that  bank  has  re- 
plenished her  vaults  with  specie  at  our  expense. 

This  letter  is  not  written  in  a  spirit  of  complaint,  but 
to  request  you. as  a  favor  to  us  (if  convenient  for  you)  not 
to  draw  on  this  branch  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  Illinois, 
as  the  whole  amount  will  be  required  in  specie.  Our 
specie  has  been  down  much  latterly,  and  the  depoeites 
through  the  land  ofiicea  sre  light,  and  likely  to  be  more  so. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  D.  LANIER,  President.    ' 
Hon.  Lktz  Woobbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

N  11. 

Tbeasubt  Dbpabtmbst,  March  16  1837. 
Sim :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  letter 
•f  the  7th  InsUnt,  requesting  me  to  isaoe  no  more  transfer 
drafts  upon  your  inatitniion  in  favor  of  the  State  of  iUFWPfa, 


Several  days  since^  a  iransfer  draft,  payable  on  the  Irt  diy 
of  April  next,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Ulinoisi  upon  your 
bank,  was  issued  for  the  same  amount  as  that  far  tin  fint 
instalment  to  which  you  refer.  Should  the  operationc  of 
these  timnsleni  prove  loo  severe,  it  will  afibrd  ms  plorai 
to  give  you  all  the  relief  in  my  power.  The  gresln  pu^ 
if  not  the  whole,  of  the  large  sum  of  public  moiM]r  as 
depoaite  in  your  institution  is  required  by  law  to  be  tnai- 
ferred  to  the  States  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Odate 
next.  If  it  will  prove  any  accommodation  to  yon,  tk 
July  instalment,  payable  to  Indiana  from  your  bask,  my 
be  increased,  and  that  payable  to  Illinois  plaerd  npn 
some  of  the  other  branches  of  the  State  Bank  of  lofi* 
ana,  or  such  other  institution  as  may  hereafWr  Mcn  owt 
proper. 

I  am*,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Trtuurif. 
To  the  Pexsidest 

of  the  B'h  of  the  State  B*k  of  Indiana  at  MaUrn, 

N   12. 

Office  State  Bavk  Iitbiaxa, 

Madison,  March  30,  1837. 

Sib  :  Yours  of  the  16th  instant  is  received.  Ws  hi 
obliged  to  you^for  the  ofibr  of  paying  a  larger  ma, 
1st  July,  to  Indiana,  and  none  to  Illinois  at  diittine; 
will  accept  the  offer,  and  make  onr  arrangemanti  aocffd- 
ingly. 

On  the  22d  instant  we  paid  the  Treasurer  of  thii  Stila 
the  warrant  on  us  for  upwards  of  $96,000,  due  lit  of 
April ;  the  vouchers  were  not  sent  on  in  eur  lai^  repoitt  ^ 
the  payment  was  made  at  Indianapolis,  and  they  bad  im( 
been  received  from  there,  but  will  be  iurwardfll  is  viX 
return. 

The  warrant  on  us  to  Illinois,  due  first  of  nsit  moBt^ 
shall  be  promptly  met.  It  is  of  grft  advantage  to  «ti 
be  advised  so  long  beforehand,  as  in  case  of  the  Jaly  |»J* 
ment  to  Indiana.  It  enables  us  to  make  aFrangemeatf  ^ 
payment  which  under  ahorter  notices  could  not  be  dose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  D.  LANIER.  PrcnW. 

Hon.  Levi  WoonnvBT, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury, 

N13. 

LAWmsvcKBUBO  Bbavch,  dtc  MarehW,  IW- 
Sib  :  Yours  of  the  8th  instant,  advising  of  your  dirK' 
tion  of  the  iasue  of  a  tranafer  draft  on  os  in  favor  of  Ai 
State  of  Miseoari,  for  $60,000,  is  received.  AaiB3« 
notice,  dated  19th  January  last,  was  also  received.  FJ** 
state  whether  those  notices  refer  to  the  same  Xnadif^^ 
and,  also,  whei«  payment  is  to  be  made. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aarvant, 

E.  D.  JOHN,  C«*i«r. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

N  14. 
Tbbascbt  Depabtxbht,  Mard  80,  IW. 

Sib:  In  accordance  with  the  general  notice i*»«^^ 
this  Department  on.  the  Ist  of  November  last,  a  tiaatff 
draft  was  issued  on  your  branch  in  fiivor  of  the  Bijjjf 
Miasouri,  for  $50,000,  in  part  payment  of  ^^^"fji 
raent  to  be  deposited  with  that  Sute,  and  s  tranifcrdiWi 
for  a  similar  amount  has  been  recently  iseecd  in  paiip^i 
ment  of  the  second  instaiment,  both  of  whicbaielo"! 
paid  at  your  branch.  ^        . , 

It  is  presumed  that  tiie  notices  to  which  »*«■*■  | 
made  in  your  letter  of  the  8lh  insUnt,  (probably  ta  o^ 
sight  for  the  20th»)  which  came  to  hand  t»4sf,W!* 
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these  two  payments,  to  be  made  to  that  State  under  the 
proviMons  of  the  depoaite  law. 
I  am,  very  respeiStfuIly,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
To  Casbibb  of  the  Branch 

Sate  Bank  of  Indiana^  Lawrenceburg. 

N  15. 

Bbakgh  Bank,  Indianapolist  March  21,  1837. 

Sia:  I  this  day  received  yours  of  the  Ilth  instant, 
iKitiffLDg  me  that  a  transfer  draft  has  been  directed  upon 
this  bank  for  the  sum  of  $268,751  48,  payable  to  the 
8Ute  of  Indiana  on  the  Ut  of  April  next  I  also  received, 
per  same  mail,  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  a 
trtntfer  draft  upon  the  branch  at  Lawr^ceburg  for 
#35,000,  which  when  paid  will  make  the  balance  to  the 
cmUt  of  the  Treasurer  but  $1,874  45  more  than  the 
amoont  this  branch  is  under  orders  to  transfer  to  Chilli- 
cotbe,  Ohio. 

From  the  state  of  our  account  T  presume  some  other 
\mk  must  have  been  intended,  and  I  hasten  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  subject  I  believe  it  has  been  expected 
bere  that  the  payment  of  the  second  instalment  of  this 
States^  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  would,  like  the  first, 
he  made  by  the  branches  at  Lawrenceburg,  Madison,  and 
New  Albany.      I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

B.  F.  MORRIS,  Cashier. 

Hon.  LlVI  WOODBVBT, 

Secretary  United  States  TV^asfiry. 

N  16. 

TsBAStniT  DxPAHTXBirr,  March  31,  18A7. 
SiK :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
tbe  31st  instant  ;  and  the  expectation  expressed  therein 
that  the  second  instalment  of  the  deposite  to  be  made  with 
the  State  of  Indiana,  during  the  prevent  year,  would  be 
drawn  from  the  branches  at  Lawrenceburg,  Madison,  and 
New  Albany,  was  correct.  The  notice  to  which  you  re- 
feT  was  inadvertently,  by  a  clerical  mistake,  sent  to  your 
iMok,  and  has  not  been  followed,  and  will  not  be,  by  any 
transfer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Cashixb  of  the  Branch  of  the 

StcUe  Bank,  of  Indiana,  Indianapolis. 

O  1. 

Tbkasubt  op  thx  UiriTKU  Statbs, 

September  21,  1837. 
Sia :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  the  resolution  aidopted  by 
tfie  House  of  Represenutives  on  the  14th  of  September, 
1837,  as  appertains  to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  en^ 
cloae  herewith,  copies  of  letters  numbered  1  to  1 1,  which 
embrace  all  che  correspondence  of  this  office  In  relation  to 
^te  transfer  draAs,  other  than  the  ordinary  letters  of  ad- 
^e  and  transmission ;  statement  in  detail  of  discredited 
drafts  on  banks  received  in  payment  of  Government  dues, 
including  a  few  subsequently  directed  to  receivers,  and 
paid  by  them  ;  statement  of  transfer  drafts  issued  in  favor 
of  States,  on  account  of  the  three  first  instalments  under 
(he  depoaite  act  of  23d  June,  1836 ;  and  statement  of  Sute 
tvusfer  drafts  which  have  been  protested  as  not  paid  by 
lbs  banks  on  which  they  were  drawn. 
Very  respectfnIIv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
Hon.  Lbti  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 
No^Te. — The  iitatements  accompanying  this  letter  were  re- 
amed for  additioinsywhtch  were  not  completed  until  the  2dd. 
TBXAsuBBm'u  Offxcb,  Sq^t.  dd,  1837. 


0  2. 

Statement  of  transfer  drafts,  issued  in  favor  of  sundry 
States  on  account  of  the  third  instatment  on  sundry 
banks,  which  have  been  protested  for  non-payment. 

Virginia. 
On  the  Girard  Bank,  at  Phil- 


adelphia - 
Mechanics'  Bank,  N.  York 
Union  Bank,  do 

National  Bank,         do 


$57,000 
40,000 

100,000 
60,000 


South  Carolina. 
On  the  Giiard  Bank,  at  Phil- 
adelphia ...     $50,474  03 
Mechanics'  Bank,  N.  York         60,000  00 
McrchanU'  Bank,       do  40,000  00 


$257,000  00 


North  Carolina. 
On  the  Girard  Bank,  at  Philadelphia 

Tennessee. 
On  the  Agricultural  Bank,  at  Natchez    - 

Arkcmsas. 
On  the  Agricultural  Bank,  at 

Natchez  ...  $50,000 

Do  do^         -  60,000 


150,474  03 
10,919  13 

125,000  00 


100,000  00 
JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

Treasurer  of  the  U.  S. 
Tbsabubt  Dxpabtxkvt, 

September  2^,  1837. 

The  notices  of  the  protext  of  the  three  drafts  on  the  Gir- 
ard Bank  show  that  they  were  held  by  tlie  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

0  3. 

Statement  of  transfer  drafts  issued  in  favor  of  the  several 
States,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  23  J  June,  1836, 
far  distributing  the  surplus  revenue. 


No. 

BANKS. 

• 

Amount  of 
draf.s. 

Amount  of 
instalments. 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

106 

MAINE. 
On  Maine  Bank,  Portland  • 
Bank  of  Cumberland,  do. 
Granite  Bank,  Augusta  • 
Peoples'  Bank,  Bangor  - 
Yoik  Bank,  Saco 
Merchant's  Bank,  Boston 
CommonweaUh  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,                do. 
Hancock  Bank,            do. 
Franklin  Bank,           do.        • 
Phoenix  Bank,  Charlestown     . 

Maine  Bank,  Portland  - 
Bank  of  Cumberland    - 
Gnmite  Bank,  Augusta  • 
Peonies'  Bank,  Bangor  • 
York  Bauk^aco 
Merchants'  Bank ,  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,                do. 
Hancock  Bank,            do. 
Franklin  Bank,            do. 
PhoBuix  Bank,  Charlestown     • 
Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor 

Maine  Bank,  Portland  - 
Bank  of  Cumberland,  Jo. 
Granite  Bank,  Augusu 
Peiiple's  Bank,  Bangor  -  • 
York  Bank,  Saco 
Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor 

Total 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
On  Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouth 
New  Hamshire  Bank,  do. 
Piscataqua  Bank,        do. 
Portsmouth  Bank,       do. 
Merrimack  Co.  Bank,  Concord 

'•50,612  75 
a5/AlO  00 
33,000  00 
12,000  00 

ivmw 

76,000  00 
88,000  00 

as/)oooo 

31,000  00 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 

1318,612  75 

/ 

318,612  75 
318,612  76 

153 
154 
153 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
161 
163 
163 
164 

60,612  75 
70/X»00 
25,000  00 
21^00 
21,0(10  00 
60,100  00 
30,000  00 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 
6,000  00 
5,000  00 
20,000  00 

a»2 

2H3 
294 
285 
286 
287 

76,000  00 
99,000  00 
50/KlOOO 
33,612  75 
35,000  00 
30,000  00 

23,028  93 
38,000  00 

«i,noooo 

18,000  00 

18,000  00 

•965338  96 

72 
73 
74 
76 
76 

94 


SeaUm! 
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No. 


77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 

166 
166 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
172 
173 
174 


389 
290 
291 
292 
293 


83 
84 
86 
86 
87 
88 

108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 

303 

304 
305 
306 
307 
306 
315 


1 

2 
29 
30 
31 
32 
S3 
34 
36 

182 

183 
184 
185 
186 
187 
186 
189 
190 

S»4 

296 

MAM 

oVd 
39r 
298 


300 

301 


44 

46 
46 


BAKKC 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE— Continued 
On  Machsnka'  Bank,  do. 

MmrchaDtfl'  Bank,  Boston 

Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 

Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Commercial  Bank,  Portmnouili 
New  Haropaiiire  Bank,  do. 
Piacataqua  Bank,  do. 

Pottamouih  Bank,  do. 

Merrimack  Co.  Bank,  Concord 
Mecttanica'  Bank,  do. 

Merchants*  Bank,  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 


Commercial  Bank,  Ponamouih 
New  Hampabire  Bank,  do.  *- 
Piacataqua  Bank,  do. 

Portamouth  Bank,  do. 

Merrimack  Ca  Bank,  Concord 
Mechanicfl'  Bank,  do.    • 


Total 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
On  Marcbanta'  Bank.  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Phosnijc  Bank,  Charlestown 

Merchants'  Bank,  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Puhon  Bank,  do. 

Hanciick  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Phoenbi  Bank,  Charlestown 

Merchants'  Bank,  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  do^ 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Phceniz  Bank,  do. 

Mechanics'  Bank         do. 


Total 

VERMONT. 
On  Bask  of  Burl  i  ngion 
Bank  of  Windsor 
Tradesmens'  Bank,  New  York 
Bank  of  Troy,  Troy      ■ 
Union  Bank,  New  York 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do. 
Merchants'  Bank,  do. 

Phoenix  Bank,  do. 

March.  Exchange  Bank,  do. 

Bank  ef  Burl  ington 
Bank  of  Windsor  •  ' 

Bank  of  Tmy,  New  York 

Tradesmens^  Bank,  do. 
Union  Bank,  do. 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do. 
Merchants' Bank,  do. 

Phoenix  Bank,  do. 

Mwch.  Exchange  Bank,  do. 

Bank  of  Buriington 
Bank  of  Windsor 
Bank  of  Trov  New  York 

Tmdesmens' Bank, 
Union  Bank,  do. 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do 
Merchants' Bank,  *  do. 
March.  Exchange  Bank,  do. 
Phnnix  Bank,  do. 


Total 

CONNECTICUT. 
On  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven 
Qulnebauff  Bank,  Norwich 
nmi.  dc  Mecb.  Bank,  Hartfoid 


Amount  of 
drafts. 


#12,000  00 
29i)00  00 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 
6,000  00 


23,028  93 
33,000  00 
63^)0  00 
19,000  00 
SU/IOOOO 
19,000  00 
26,000  00 
10,UO§00 
5,000  00 
5/X»00 


30,038  93 
66,000  00 
100,000  00 
23,000  00 
5,000  00 
10,000  00 


226,067  86 
55,000  00 
65,000  00 
66,000  00 
17,600  00 
17,600  00 


296,067  86 
65,000  00 
66,000  00 
65,000  00 
17,600  00 
17,600  00 


110,00(1  00 
88,067  86 

110,000  00 
66,000  00 
36,000  00 
ITfiOO  00 
30,000  00 


30,000  00 
20,000  00 
18,000  00 
16,000  00 
28,000  00 
36/X)0  00 
26,000  00 
37,028  93 
IBfiOOOQ 


30,000  00 
20,00(100 
16,000  00 
18,000  00 
28,000  00 
35,000  00 
25,000  00 
37/)S8  00 
16,000  00 


40,000  00 
10/X)0  00 
15,000  00 
18,000  00 
28,000  00 
35/jOOQO 
26AX)00 
16,000  00 
37,028  93 


120,000  00 
36,000  00 
99,890  20 


Amount  of 
instalments. 


223,028  93 


223,098  93 


223,028  93 


#669,066  79 


446,067  86 


446,067  86 


446,067  86 


#1,339,173  68 


233,028  93 


223,028  93 


223,028  93 


♦669,086  79 


264^0  20 


No. 


176 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 

343 
344 
846 
346 
347 
348 


36 
37 

106 
107 

309 
310 
311 


48 
49 
60 
51 
52 
63 
54 
55 
66 
67 
68 
69 
60 

191 
192 
193 
194 
196 
196 
197 
198 
199 
200 
301 
202 
203 
204 
205 

330 
331 
332 
333 
334 
335 
336 
337 
388 
339 
340 
841 
342 


38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 

206 
207 
306 
209 


Statbxbwt— contmoed. 


BANKS. 


CONNECTICUT-Contlnued. 
On  Far.  tc  Mechanics'  B'k,  Haitf  d 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven 
Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich 
LafavetteBank,       New  York 
Bank  (^America,  do. 

Manhattan  Company     do. 
Mechanics'  Bank,         do. 

Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven 

guinebaug  Bank,  Norwich 
ftnk  of  America,     New  York 
Manhattan  Company,     do.    - 
Mecbanica'  Bank,  do. 

Lafayette  Bank,  do.    • 


ToUl 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
On  Arcade  Bank,  Providence 
R.  Island  Union  B'k,  Newport 

Arcade  Bank,  Providence 

E.  Island  Union  B'k,  Newport 

Bank  of  America,  New  York  - 

Arcade  Bank.  Providence 

R.  Island  Union  B'k,  Newport 


ToUl- 

NEW  YORK. 
On  Mech.  tc  Fann.'*Bank,  Albanv 
Manhattan  Company,  N.  York 
Bank  of  America.  do. 

Mechanics'  Bank,  do. 

Seventli  Ward  Bank,       do. 
Phaalz  Bank,  do. 

Leather  Man.  Bank,         do. 
Merchants'  Bank,  do. 

Union  Bank,  do. 

National  Bank,  do. 

Bank  of  Troy,  at  Troy  - 
Merch.  Excliange  Bank,  N.  Y. 
Dry  Dock  Bank,  do. 

Mech.  and  Farm.  B'k,  Albanv 
Manhattan  Company,  N.  York 
Bank  of  America,  do. 

Mechanics' Bank,  do. 

Seventh  Ward  Bank^       do. 
PboBnix  Bank,  do. 

Leather  Man.  Bank,         do. 
Merchants'  Bank,  do. 

Union  Bank,  do. 

National  Bank.  *     da 

Troy  Bank  at  Troy  do. 

Dry  Dock  Bank,  do. 

Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do. 
Brooklyn  Bank  at  Brouklvu 
Commercial  Bank  at  Buflklo 

Manhattan  Company,  N.  York 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do. 

Bajsk  of  America,  do. 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,        do. 
Lafayette  Bank.  do. 

Leatner  Man.  Bank,         do. 
Merchants'  Bank,  da 

Union  Bank,  do. 

National  Bank,  do. 

Dry  Dock  Company,         do. 
Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  da 
Brooklyn  Bank  at  Brooklyn* 
Commercial  Bank  at  Buflhlo 


Total 

NEW  JERSEY.  ^ 

On  Trenton  Banking  Company    •  33iODO 

State  Bank  at  Newark  •  WSSi 

State  Bank  at  Elisabeth  43,000 

Lafayette  Bank  at  New  York  •  VM 

Tradesmen's  Bank,       do.     *  35,000 

Merchants'  Bank,          da     -  66,g0  20 

Trenton  Banking  Company    -  26^ 

State  Bank  at  Newark  .         -  86W 

State  Bank  at  Elizal>eth  35^ 

Lafayette  Bank  at  New  York  •  28g000 

*  Na  841  cancallad  and  added  to  No.  3Sa 


Amouniof 
drafts. 


•39^20 
IOOjOOO  00 
20,000  00 
15,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
20|000  00 


160,000  00 
25,000  00 
24,890  20 
2OJ0O0  00 
20,000  00 
16,000  00 


S445  U 
/WO  00 


78,445  10 
49,000  00 


50,000  00 
67,446  10 
iOfiM  00 


80/)00 
180^ 
180/100 
200iJ00 

63,173  57 

85^00 
155,000 
116,0011 

75,000 

25,000 

46fla0 

25,000 


80,000 
180,CO0 
ldU,U00 
200/WO 

53,173  67 

70,(0) 

85,0(JO 
155,000 
105,000 

76,000 

25,000 

25J000 

4o;000 

SO,0OU 

30,000 


240,000 
270^ 
300,000 
^173  67 
40,000 

avooo 

mpoo 

nfiM 

75,000 

40^ 
25!000. 

40^ 


Aowamrf 
ioMlianu 


SSMNV 


2H^» 
|tS7,4«  10 

i2r,w  10 

127,445  10 


9382,3159 


I,338i7a5 


1^739 


SM^tt 
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Btatxxbiit— contiDUcd: 


No. 


3» 

» 


BANX8. 


3Q 


3 
4 
5 

m 
ad 


n 

93 
M 

215 

m 

97 


as 


8 
9 

08 

as 

»s 
n; 


10 

u 

a 

s 

S3 

» 

27 

» 

33 

39 

»t 

ill 

« 

19 

SO 

3 

3 


NEW  JERSET-ConUnu«d. 
On  Merchanu'  Bank,  New  York 
TradMinenfl'  Bank»       do. 

Tranton  Banking  Ckinipany 
Slate  Bank,  Newark    - 
Stale  Bank,  Elisabeth  • 
Lalkreue  Bank,  New  York 
TrftleMneDi' Bank,    do. 
Merchanlf '  Bank,      do. 


Total 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
On  Gfrard  Bank,        Philadelphia 
Mojrameneing  Bank,       do.    - 
March.  A:  Man.  B*k,  Piusbucg 

Oinrd  Bank,        Philndelphia 
Moyamenaing  Bank,       do. 
Mercb.  &  Man.  B'k,  Pitubuig 

Commercial  Bank.  Cincinnati 
Mrrcii.  &  Man.  B'k,  Piuebun 
Gintnl  Bank,  Philadelphia     - 

Total 

DELAWARE. 
On  Bank  of  Wilm'n  It  Brandy  wine 
Bank  of  Delaware,  WilminjEton 
Vhomix  Bank,  New  York        - 

B'k  of  Wilni*n  A:  Brandrwine 
B'k  of  Delaware  Wilmington  - 
Fhoenii  Bank,  New  York 

B'k  vf  Wilm'n  &  Brandjwine 
B'k  of  Delaware  Wilniinaton  - 
Pli(Enl2  Bank,  New  York 

Toul 

_  MARYLAND. 

On  Union  Bank  nf  Maryland,  BalL 
-Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Union  Bank  ef  Maryland,  do. 
Franklin  Bank,      .  do. 

Unbn  Bank  of  Maryland,  do. 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Total 

VIROINU. 
On  Bank  of  V ireinia  at  RIchuinnd 
Br.  Bank  of  Ytrginia,  Norfolk- 

BankofVifgiuia,     Richmond 
Pamt.  Bank  of  Viii^nia,    do. 
Union  Bank,    New  York 
National  Bank,       do. 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia 
Union  Bank,         New  York 
Biechanirii*  Bank,        do. 
National  Qank,  do. 

Mechanics'  Bank,        do. 
Farm.  B'nk  of  Virginia,  Rich'd 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville 
Br.  N.  B'k  of  K'v  at  LouieviUe 
Bank  of  KentucLy,     «      do.  . 
Do.  d;).  • 

Farm.  B'nk  of  Virgin  ia,BichM 
Do.  do.  - 


Total 

^       NORTH  CAROLINA. 

On  State  B'k  N.  Can>lina,  Raleigh 
Phcenix  Bank,  New  York 

Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do.  • 
Leather  Man.  Bank,  do.  • 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia      • 


Amount  of 
drafts. 


tM<d9O20 
35^)00 


35,000 
85,000 
45,060 

ao/wo 

44,890  20 


760,000 
80,838  26 
126,000 


760,000 
80,898  26 
125,000 


150,000 
125,000 
660,813  96 


Amount  of 
instalnienu. 


254,890  20 


2^4,890  20 
♦764,670  60 


955,838  26 


965,838  26 


"    955,838  26 
•2,867,514  78 


27,000 
22,583  83 
46,000 


27.000 
22;583  83 
46,000 


36,000 
23,663  83 
37,000 


95,583  83 


95,663  83 


96,683  83 
it86,76I  49 


220,000 
98,612  75 


220,000 
98,612  75 


220,000 
98,612  75 


532,809  33 
200,000 


318,612  75 

318,612  75 

318,612  75 
•%6,838  25 


357,809  33 
200,000 
100,ono 
75,000 


57,000 
100,000 

60,000 
40,000 


140,899  33 

83,000 

62,noo 
117,190  67 

82,809  33 


230,000 
80,noo 
5.'>,ono 

28,000 
84,919  13 


732,009  33 


732,809  33 


732,809  33 
#2,196,427  99 


*  No.  938  recalled. 
T  No.  340  cancelled,  and  replaced  by  N«e.  332  and  363. 

*  ao.  2U  cancelled,  and  replaced  by  Nus.  ai9  and  360. 


477,919  13 


No. 


148 
1« 
150 
151 

ise 

963 
264 
985 
366 
967 


23 
24 

146 
147 

373 
274 
STB 
276 


6 

7 

143 
144 

146 

268 


270 
971 
272 


47 
125 

247 


224 
225 
245 
246 


236 
237 
248 


Statsm  BKT— continued. 


BAMKS. 


11 
12 
13 

1-27 

128 

129t 

277 

278 

279 


NORTH  CAROUNA-ConUnued. 

On  State  B'k  N.  Carolina,  Raleigh 
Phoenix  Bank,  New  York 
Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do.  • 
Leather  Man.  &nk,  do.  • 
Oirard  Bank,  Philadelphia     . 

State  B'k  N.  Carolina,  Raleigh' 
Phoanlx  Bank,  New  York 
Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do.  • 
Leather  Man.  Emnk,  do.  - 
Oirard  Bank,  Philadelphia 


Total 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
On  Plant,  k  Mech.  B'k,  Charlenton 
Bank  of  Charleston 

Plant.*fc  Mech.  B'k  Charleston 
Bank  of  Charleston 

PlanL  it  Mech.  B'k,  Charleston 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York  • 
Oiraid  Bank.  Philadelphia 
MerchanU'  Bank,  New  York  - 


Total 

GEORGIA. 
On  Plant.  B'k,  Oeorgk^  Savannah 
Bank  of  Augusta 

Plant.  B'k,  Georgia,  Sax-annah 

Bankof  Aiicusta 

Insurance  Bank  of  Columbus  - 

Plant  B'k,  Georgia,  Savannah 
Bank  of  Augusta 
Bank  of  America,     New  York 
Manhattan  Company,    do. 
Mechanics'  Bank,         do. 


Total 

ALABAMA. 
On  State  B'nk  of  Alabama,  Mobile 

Branch  B'nk  Alabama,  Moiblle 

Do.  do.    • 

Total 

LOUISIANA. 

On  Union  Bank  of  Louisiana,  N.  O. 

Commercial  Bank,  do. 

Union  Bank  of  Louisiana,  do. 

Commercial  Bank,  do. 

Total 

MISSISSIPPI. 
On  Plantera'  Bank  at  Natchez      • 

Agricultural  Bank  at  Natchez 

Do.  do. 

Total 

TENNESSEE. 
On  A?ricuUurel  Bank  at  Natches 
Union  B'k  ofTenn.,  Nashville 
Plant.  B'k  of  Tenn.,        do.    • 

Union  B'k  ofTenn.,  do.  • 
Plant.  B'k  ofTenn.,  do.  • 
Ar.  Bank  of  Miss..  Natchez. 
Bank  of  Kentur.kv  at  Louisville 
Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati 
Manhattan  Company,  N.  Y.    • 


Amount  of 
drafts. 


#230,000 
80,000 
66,000 
28,000 
64,919  13 


230,000 
80,000 
55,000 

28^000 
84,919  13 


170,000 
180,474  08 


170,000 
180;474  08 


200,000 
60,000 
60,474  03 
40«000 


liSflOO 
226,474  03 


Amount  of 
instalmenu. 


477,919  13 


477,919  13 
♦1,433,757  39 


350,474  09 
350,474  09 

950,474  03 
#1,051,422  09 


110,000 
210,474  08 
30,000 


100,000 
100,000 

50/X)0 

60,000 

50,474  03 


350^47103 
81,051,423  09 


223,098  99 


323,028  93 


228,028  93 


200,000 
118,612  76 
lOOAX) 
69,306  38 


(127,445  10 


127,445  10 


127,445  10 


350,474  03 
360,474  08 


323,038  93 

3I73/W9  99 

323,028  93 

#66  9,086  79 


I  *318»619  76 

159,306  38 
#177,919  14 


127,415  10 

1'27«445  10 

127,445  10 

•38-2,335  30 


125,000 
2(»,919  13 
150,000 


202,919  13 

37,500 

37,60<r 

60,000 


477,919  13 


477,919  13 


♦  First  and  second  instalmenta  blended.  , .        ^^^  ,^^  ^^ 

t  No.  129  cancelled,  and  subeijtuied  inlieulhersoTNos.  277,276,279. 
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Beponie  Banka, 


8t  ATI  M  BHT — continued. 


No. 

BANKS. 

Amount  of 
drafts. 

Amount  of 
instalments. 

380 
281 

TEN  NESSEE^Conlinuml. 
On  Union  B'k  ofTenn.,  Nashville 
Plant.  B'k  of  Tenn.,        do.    • 

Total 

KENTUCKY. 

On  N.  B»ic  of  Kentucky,  Louisville 

Bank  of  Kentucky,       do. 

N.  B'k  of  Kentucky,  Louiiville 
Bank  of  Kentucky,         de 

N.  B'k  of  Kentucky,  Lezincton 
Branch  nf  ditU»,       Loulivllle- 
Bank  of  Kentucky,       do. 

Total 

OHIO.' 
O^Commercial  Bank  Cincinnati  • 
Franklin  Bank,           do 
Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus      - 
Franklin  Bank.         do. 
Commercial  B'k  of  Lake  Erie- 

Commercial  B'k  of  Cincinnati 
Franklin  Bank,           do. 
Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus     • 
Franklin  Bank,          do. 
Commercial  B'k  of  Lake  Erie- 
Bank  of  Woosier 
Bank  of  CleTeiand 
BankofChillicoike     • 

Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnat 
Franklin  Bank,          do. 
Franklin  Bank,  Columbus      ■ 
Clinton  Bank.           do. 
Commercial  B'k  of  Lake  Erie  • 
Bank  of  Cleveland 
Bank  of  Wooster  - 

Total 

MISSOURI. 
On  Agency  at  St.  Louis 

Br.  B'k,  Indiana,  Lawrenceb'g 

■ 

Agency  at  St.  Louis 

Br.  B'k,  Indiana,  Lanrrenceb'f 

Agency  at  St.  Louis 

Br.  B'k,  Indiana,  Lawrenceb'e 

Toul 

INDIANA. 
On  Br'h  B'k  Ind.  at  Lawrenceburi 
Do.             Madison 
Do.             New  AlL<any 

Do.             Lawrenceburg 
D.).              Madison 
Do.             New  Albany 

Do.             Lawrenceburf 
Do.             New  All>any  " 
Do.             Madison 

Total 

ILLINOIS. 
On  Commercial  Bank  of  Cincin 
nali,  payable  at  St.  Louis 
Branch  B*k  Ind.  New  Albany  ■ 

Do.                  Madison 
Bank  of  Illinois,  Shawneetown 

Agency  Com'l  B'k  Cincinnat 

at  St.  Louis 
Branch  B'k  Ind.  New  Albany 

Do.                   Madison 
Bank  of  Illinois.  Sfaawneetowr 

Do.  J                   do. 
Branch  B'k  Ind.  N<»w  Albany 

•300,000 
177,919  13 

477,919  13 
•1,433,757  39 

320,000 
157,919  13 

27 
28 

477,919  13 
477,919  13 

477,919  13 

133 
134 

320,000 
1^7,919  13 

263 

264 
256 

100,000 

100,000 

.     277,919  13 

• 

.      123,000 

200,000 

123,000 
•      173,086  78 
50,000 

•1,433,757  39 

15 
16 

17 

18 
19 

• 

669,088  78 
669  0R6  78 

135 
136 
137 
138 
138 
149 
141 
142 

125,000 

-  130,000 

50.000 

-  144,086  78 

60,000 
40,000 

40,000 

80,ooO 

256 
267 
256 
S59 
360 
261 
2» 

i      125,000 

170,000 

125,000 

96,438  31 

60,000 

.       52,628  47 

40,000 

669,096  78 

'       77,445  10 
;       60,000 

•2,007,260  34 

70 
71 

127,443  10 
127,415  10 
127,443  10 

119 
120 

77,145  10 
;       50,000 

249 

250 

77,445  10 
I        50,000 

;       95,583  83 

■       95,583  83 

95,583  82 

•382,335  30 

20 
21 
32 

286,751  48 
286,751  48 
286,751  46 

130 
131 
132 

\       95,583  83 

95,583  83 

.       95,583  82 

229 
230 
231 

\       63,430  63 

95,.'i83  83 

-     127,737  02 

80,000 
•       32,153  19 

32,153  19 
1        15,000 

•860,251  44 

61 

62 
63 
61 

159,306  38 

• 

139,305  38 

121 

122 
1^3 

80.000 
32,16.3  19 
■       32,153  19 
i        15,000 

232 
333 

60.000 
•       32,153  19 

8t  ATXXB  HT^-continned. 


No. 


234 
236 


TC 

BAMKS. 


Amount  of 
dnifts. 


25* 
26 
117 
118 
312 
313 
314 

243 

214 


ILLINOIS— Conti  nued. 
On  B.  B'k  Indiana,  Lawrencebors 
Agency  at  St  Louis 


AlBOQA<f 

ioslaliiMtf- 


•32,153  19 
35,000 


89 
90 
91 

114 
115 
116 

251 
252 
35It 


Total  -  I 

ARKANSAS. 
On  Agricultural  Bank  at  Natchez  - 
Planten*  Bank  at  do. 

Do.  do. 

AfTlculUiral  Bank  9X.      do. 
Commercial  B'k  of  Cincinnati 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville  • 
Commercial  Banic,  N.  Orleans 

Planters'  Bank  Miss ,  Nalchejt 
AgriculluFal  Bank,  do    • 


Total 

MICHIGAN. 
On  Bank  of  Michigan,       Detroit 
Bankof  River  Kaisin,  Monroe 
Faqners  and  Mecha's',  Detroit 

Bank  of  Michigan,  do.  .  • 

Farmers  tL  Mechanics'  do.  - 
Bank  of  River  Raisin,  Monroe 

Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit- 
Farmers  &  Mechanics'  do.  . 
Bank  of  Mich^an,  4o.    • 


Grand  total 


139,306  as 


•ff7,S19 14 


45,583  83 
45,583  83 

33/)00 
33,000 
34  000 


oOjOOO 
45,683  83 


50,000 
20,000 
25,383  83 


50,000 
25,383  83 
20,000 


50,000 

46,383  83 
600 


tl9l,lff« 


«|98t,5t« 


%,36383 


9j.%333 
$00 


S8S;31« 


•28^01,61191 


TsBAsunEH's  Opficb,  iSenfrmder  21. 1837. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL,  Tnannr  V. & 

♦No.  26  and  118  cancelled,  and  substituted  in  Hen  thereof  N«t.S2 

313,  and  314. 
t  Isi  and  2d  lustalment  blended.  .  <    v 

iNo  351  to  make  up  for  a  deficiency  in  the  ordsis  received nrtks 

Uiree  instaimeota. 

O  4. 

Copies  of  ktters  in  relation  la  Slate  transfer  drafU* 

O  4— No.  I. 
UiTiTED  States  .Teeaiurt,  February  14,  1837. 
Sir  :  Having  this  day  issued  a  duplicate  of  State  Iraivfe 
draft  No.  61,  for  $80,000,  on  your  institution,  pty»*  it 
St.  Louis,  in  favor  of  the  Treaaurer  of  the  State  of  lUim 
you  will  consider  the  original  aa  annulled,  and  the  dup- 
cate  only  payable.     Respectfully,  &c. 

W.M.  B.  RANDOLPH, 
Acting  Treaaurer  United  St^^ 
Casdikh  Commercial  Bank  Cincinnati. 

Similar  letters  to  the  following  bttnh: 

Bank  of  Illinois,  draft  No.  64,  for  -  -  115^000  W 

Branch  Bank  of  Indiana,  New  Albany,  No. 

62,  for   -  .  -  -  -     32.153   9 

Branch  Bank  of  Indiana,  Madison,  No.  63,     33,153  19 

O  4— No.  2. 
United  States  Treascbt,  JIfcy  30|  1^37. 
Sir:  I  have  this  day  issued  one  transfer  draft  on  ytwi, 
viz.  No.  339,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  for^O,*"'' 
payable  on  the  1st  July  next. 

Respectfully,  &c, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

Treaaurer  United  Siata- 

Cashier  Mechanics*  Bank  New  York. 

O  4— No.  3. 
United  States  Trbasurt,  May  30,  1837. 
Sir  :  T  have  thin  day  ieaued  one  Stale  tnafferdnti  oo 
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Depositt  Bank^^NbrtAcqttem  Boundary, 


[25th  Cose.  Ut  Ssai. 


joa,  vii.  No.  339,  in  favor  of  the  Treafurer  of  the  Com- 
moBweahh  of  VirgiDia,  payable  on  the  Ist  of  July  next, 
fiK  f  60,000. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that,  by  inatructionit  from  the  Sec- 
ret jiy  of  the  Troajrary,  I  have  thia  day  recalled  State  draft 
No.  SS8,  on  your  ioatitution,  in  favor  of  aaid  Common- 
WMlth,  for  $  too,  000,  in  order  to  be  cancelled. 

ReapectfuUy,  &c. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL. 

Treasurer  United  Slates. 
CASttiKft  ^aiiotud  Bank,  New  York. 

O  4— No.  4. 
UxiTKD  Statbb  TaBABURT,  Afcty  30,  1837. 
Sir  :  By  inatructiona  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
•ary,  I  hare  to  requeat  of  you  to  return  to  thia  office,  in 
order  to  be  cancelled.  State  tranafer  draft  No.  328,  in  your 
favor,  on  the  National  Bank  at  New  York,  for  1 1 00, 000, 
in  lieu  of  which  other  drafts  on  New  York,  for  a  similar 
amount,  will  be  forwarded  to  you  in  due  time  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

Kespcctfully,  dec. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  Utttttd  States. 
L.  BcBFooT,  Esa. 

Tresuurer  of  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  Richnwnd, 

O  4— No.  6. 
Uhitbo  Statbs  Trbaburt,  June  5,  1837. 
Sib  :  By  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  recalled,  to  be  can- 
oclied.  State  tranafer  draft  No.  129,  on  your  institution,  for 
1126,000,  in  fhvor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
Respectfullv,  dec. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
.    '  Treasurer  United  States. 

Cashier  Agricultural  Bank,  Natchez. 

O  4--No.  6. 

UiftTBD  States  Trbasuht,  June  6,  1987. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  2d  instant,  covermg 
transfer  draft  No.  228,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
for  1 100, COO,  recalled  and  cancelled,  in  lieu  of  which  two 
drafts  of  the  same  aggregate  sum  have  been  sent  to  you. 

Respectfully,  dtc. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  States. 
L.  BoBFooT,  Esq., 

Treasurer  Commonwealth  Virginia,  Richmond. 

O  4— No.  7. 
UaiTBi)  States  Treasurt,  Junel,  1837. 

8|R ;  By  instnictiyns  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ary,  I  have  this  day  recalled,  in  order  to  be  cancelled,  the 
following  State  transfer  drafts  on  your  institution,  viz : 
No.  26,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  ArkanAs  for  $50,000  00 
No  118,     do.        .     do.  do.   -  •  -   60,000  00 

Respectfully,  dec. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  States. 
Cabhikr  Agricultural  Bank  of  Mississippi,  Natchez. 

O  4— No.  8. 
UxiTED  States  Trbasurt,  June  7,  1837. 

Sir  :  By  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trees- 
ary,  I  have  this  day  cancelled  the  following  State  transfer 
drafts,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  viz : 
No.  26,  on  the  Agricultural  Bank  at  Natchez, 

fur  -  -  -  -  $50,000  00 

No.    118,  on  the  SRmebank,  for        -  -  50,000  00 

In  lieu  of  which  I'  have  issued  three  other  transfer  diafts 
in  your  favor  f^r  a  similar  amount,  which  will  be  forwarded 
to  you  in  due  time  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  viz : 

Vol.  XIV.— a  It 


No.  81 2,  on  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Cindn- 

nati,  for  ....  -$33,00000 

No.  313,  on  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louis- 
ville, for  -  -  -  .  -   33,00Q  00 
No.  814,  on  the  Commercial  Bank  at  New 

Orleans,  for  ...  .   34,000  00 

All  payable  on  demand. 

Respectfully,  dec. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
TVeo^rcr  United  States. 
Trbasurbr  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  Little  Rock. 

O  4— No.  9. 

UxjTED  States  Treasury,  June  20,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  day  issued  one  transfer  draft  on  you, 
viz:  No.  331,  in  lavor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
$270,000,  pa>rRble  on  the  1st  July,  1837. 

You  will  please  to  observe  that  the  above  draft  is  in  lieu 
of  one  of  the  same  number  for  $230,000,  of  whidi  I  ad- 
vised  you  on  the  1 7th  instant,  and  which,  by  instructions 
from  the  Secretary,  I  have  thia  day  recalled  and  cancelled. 

Respectfully,  dec. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  Stales. 
Cashier  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York. 

O  4— No.   10. 

U^riTKD  States  Trbasurt,  June  20,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  day  issued  one  transfer  draft  on  you, 
viz :  No.  330,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  York  for 
$240,000,  payable  on  the  1st  July,  1837. 
^  You  will  please  to  observe  that  this  draft  ia  in  lieu  of  one 
of  the  same  number  of  $220,000,  of  which  I  advisetl  you 
on  the  17th  instant,  and  which,  by  instructions  of  the  8ec« 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  I  have  this  day  recalled  and  can- 
celled. Respectfully,  dec. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  States. 
Cashier  Manhattan  Company,  New  York. 

O  4— No.   11 
United  States  Trbasurt,  June  20,  1837. 

Sir  ;  By  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
I  have  to 'inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  recalled  andean- 
celled  transfer  draft  No.  341,  for  $60,000,  on  your  institi)- 
tion,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  the  issue  of 
which  draft  you  were  advised  on  the  7th  instant. 

Rcapectfiilly,  dec. 

WM.  B.  RANDOLPH, 
Actiru^  Treasurer  Ufiiied  States. 
Casbier  Bank  of  Brooklyn,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

[O  5,  6,  and  7,  are  statements  of  discredited  drafts  issued 
on  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  warrants.  P  1  to  4  exhibit 
the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks  fur  the  periods  respect- 
ively of  Isl  March,  1st  May,  and  1st  July,  1887.  Th* 
statement  to  15th  August  succeeding  will  be  found  in  the 
Report  on  the  Finances,  Appendix*  ante  page  89.] 


NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting the  information  required  by  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  I3th  instant,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Northeastern  Boundary  of  the  United  States.  Septem- 
ber 26,  1837,  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

To  the  House  of  Representatiiaes  of  the  United  States  ; 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by  copies 
of  the  correspondence  requested  by  their  resolution  of  the 
13th  instant.  M.  VAN  BURBN. 

Washijcotox,  September  26,  1837. 
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DSPAKTXSVT  OF  StaTS, 

Wcuhingiorif  September  26,  1837. 
Th0  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Houae  of  Kepreaentativea,  dated  the  13th  ia- 
atant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that 
body,  "so  far  as  the  public  interest  will  permit,  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  Great  Britain,  relating  to  the  Northeastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  since  the  message  of  the 
late  President  to  th^Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the 
15th  of  June,  1836,  and  all  the  correspondence  which*has 
taken  place  since  that  period  between  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Governor  of  the  Slate  of  Maine, 
on  the  subject  of  alleged  transgressions  upon  the  rights  of 
Maine  by  the  British  authorities,"  has  the  honor  respect* 
fully  to  submit  to  the  President  copies  of  the  letters  and 
docomenta  requested  by  that  resolution. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


Liu  of  accompanying  papers. 

Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Main*  to  the 

Secretary  of  State,  (with  enclosures,) 

dated  ....  March  30, 

Same  to  the  President  (with  enclosures)  April    80, 
Same  to  same  (with  enclosures)  -  June     27, 

Same  to  same  (with  enclosure)  -  June 

Secretary  of  State  to  the  Governor  of 

Maine  ....  June 

Governor  of  Maine  to  the  Secretary  of 

State  (with  enclosures)         -  -  July 

Secretary  of  State  to  the  Governor  of 

Maine         -  -  -  July 

Governor  of  Mune  to  the  Secretary  of 

State  ....  June 

Secretary  of  State  to  the  Governor  of 

Maine  .... 

Governor  of  Maine  to  tlio  President 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  Governor  of 

Maine  .... 

Same  to  same  •  -  - 

Mr.  Porsyth  to  Mr.  Fox 
Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forayth 
Sama  to  sanie  .... 
Extract  from  Mr     Stevenson  to  Lord 

Palmerston  •  .  .  • 


19, 
86, 

3, 

14, 
27, 

19, 

28, 

17, 
26, 
March  23, 
March  28, 
Aug.    24, 


July 
July 

Aug. 
Aug, 


1837. 
1837. 
1837. 
1837. 

1887. 

1837. 

1837. 

1837. 

1837, 
1837. 

1837. 
1837. 
1837. 
1837. 
1837. 


Aug.  10,  1837. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 
ExaccTivs  Dbpartmeht, 

Augusta^  March  30,  1837. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  accom- 
panying report  and  resolutions. 

I  am,  very  res|)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 
The  SacaETAHT  or  Statb. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 
Hovss  OF  Represkittatitxs,  March  29,  1837. 
The  Joint  Select  Commiiiee  who  had  under  consideration 
the  order  relating  to  the  expeduncy  of  coiling  the  at- 
tion  of  Congress  to  the  oubject  of  fortifying  our  mari- 
time and  interior  frontier,  have  oiteniA  to  thai  duty, 
and  ask  leave  to  present  the  following  report  .- 
Ona  object  of  the  federal  compact  is  <<  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare." 

In  accordance  with  these  objects  of  the  compact,  the 
General  Government  has,  from  time  to  time,  made  liberal 
appropriationa  for  fortifying  and  defending  the  several 
States  along  our  extended  maritime  frontier,  west  and 
south  of  the  western  boundary  line  of  this  Stale ;  east  o 


that  line  a  mere  trifle  haa,  as  jet,  been  appropriated  ht 
these  objects. 

Maine  has  a  maritime  frontier  of  about  five  hm^diri 
miles  in  extent,  following  the  indentations  of  ber  iboni; 
and  our  interior  frontier,  bounding  on  New  Bnincwidt  n 
the  east  and  the  Canadas  on  the  north,  is  about  nt  bin- 
dred  miles  in  extent 

Considering  this  great  extent  of  seacoast,  her  nameraM 
excellent  harbors,  her  noble  rivers,  and  great  advtntigM 
for  ship -building,  and  her  proximity  to  the  fishing  grouod^ 
probably  no  State  in  the  Union  possesses  the  Hrtnral  id- 
vantages  for  carrying  on  this  branch  of  indostiy  tbit 
Maine  does. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  consideration,  that  all  maritiiM 
nations  have  looked  to  their  fisheries  as  the  nunery  of 
hardy  seamen  for  the  merchant  service  in  timeofpetti 
and  for  the  navy  in  time  of  war ;  and,  ai  a  great  qimtioB 
of  national  policy,  (aside  from  the  inducement  to  eacoungs 
this  branch  of  business  as  an. unfailing  source  of  nttanl 
wealth,)  it  is  deemed  worthy  of  the  fostering  csre  of  all 
commercial  nationa. 

Already  the  navigation  of  Maine  is  estimated  at  moit 
than  three  hundred  thousand  tons,  and  exceeded  by  asij 
two  States  in  the  Union ;  and  her  increase,  anno^ly,  of 
tonnage,  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other  State. 

The  abundance  of  building  materials,  believed  lobeb- 
exhaustible,  her  great  conveniences  for  ship-building  ilOBg 
her  extended  seacoast,  ber  numerons  hays,  riven,  tod 
harbors,  ^render  it  highly  prubabia  that  the  day  is  oot  &r 
distant  when  the  maritime  interests  of  Maine  will  exond 
that  of  any  of  her  sister  States.  And  if  relianoe  oo  be 
placed  upon  the  statements  of  a  acientific  engineer  of  bi^ 
respectability  and  stail^ding,  who  has,  during  the  paitjetf, 
under  the  direction  of  the  government  of  this  State  voA 
our  parent  Commonwealth,  made  a  geological  surrey  of  i 
portion  of  our  State,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  uu» 
extent  of  territory  on  the  continent  contains  mors  red 
value,  viewed  in  all  its  bearings,  (the  facilities  of  qnarrf- 
ing,  manufacturing,  exporting,  and  its  influence  epon  tbi 
great  interests  of  the  State  aiul  nation,)  than  is  contsiHed 
in  our  inexhaustible  quarries  of  grantts,  time,  maibhi 
slate,  dec.,  mines  and  minerals,  in  wluch  large  and  profit* 
able  investments  are  already  made.  Some  of  these  bnmcbM 
of  business  have  been  carried  on  for  many  yean,  and 
others  to  a  large  extent  are  commencing  under  the  ooA 
favorable  auspices. 

These,  together  with  our  agricultural,  commeidal,  wd 
manufacturing  interests;  our  immense  forests  of  iavalaiUc 
timber;  with  a  water-power  of  vast  extent  and  value;  |i^ 
ing  us  the  means  of  laying  the  seaports  of  the  Unian  bb- 
der  a  contribution  for  ages  to  come,  and  warranting  lb« 
belief  that  our  present  dipping  int^est  will  be  pM»^ 
and  employed,  and  a  great  increase  required. 

About  one-third  of  the  most  valuable  portico  ofost 
territory  is  clamed  by  Great  Briuin;  and  the  hiitoiy  of 
this  protracted  controversy,  from  its  commencement  to  tbi 
present  time,  is  such  as  to  awaken  general  anxiety.  ^< 
are  admonished,  by  recent  events,  that  we  have  not  yet 
reached  the  termination  of  our  toila  and  embarrasiBMnt% 
and  they  have  awakened  the  painful  apprehension  that  <v 
just  rights  may  not  be  secured  by  honorable  negotiation^ 
patient  aubmission  to  unprovoked  injuries.  Theae  coosid- 
eralione,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  call  loudl;  ^ 
the  interposition  of  the  General  Government,  and  reqiure 
at  their  hands  all  needful  preparation  for  possible  conlin- 
gencies.  The  lato  Governor  Lincoln,  nearly  ten  y«« 
since,  called  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  im- 
portance of  erecting  a  strong  fortification  in  some  eligible 
position  on  the  confines  of  that  porli«m  of  our  territory  to 
which  an  adverse  claim  is  settip  by  Great  Britain,  in 
the  opinion  of  your .  committee,  the  subject  has  lost  none 
of  its  interest  since  that  period,  but  on  the  coniraty*  ^ 
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events  to  which  we  have  alluded  gtw  to  it  vastly  augment- 
ed importance ;  and,  to  oar  view,  irrespective  of  any  con- 
ditions growing  out  of  the  presen^controversy,  a  strong 
fortificatbn  apon  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  situated  fiir  in  the  interior,  and  upon  the  con- 
ftnes  of  a  foreign  ooiintry,  and  surrounded  by  millions  of 
teres  of  fertile  land,  destined  soon  to  be  peopled  with  a  nu- 
merous population  of  hardy  yeomanry,  is  of  high  importance. 

Our  isolated  situation,  being  the  Northeastern  boundary 
of  the  nation,  with  an  interior  frontier  of  upwards  of  six 
hundred  miles  upon  a  foreign  country,  and  a  large  proper 
lion  of  our  territory  lying  between  two  provinces  of  Great 
Britain,  and  so  situated  as  to  render  it  greatly  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  that  nation  to  possess  it ;  the  inflexible  deter- 
auoation  which  she  manifests  to  pursue  the  course  which 
interest  dictates  should  not  be  forgotten;  the  extent  of 
ottr  seacoast,  the  exposed  situation  of  our  aeaport  towns, 
lying  within  a  few  houni'  sail  of  the  British  naval  depot  in 
tbe  neighborhood  of  Maine,  the  disastrous  consequences  of 
ear  defenceless  situation  during  the  last  war,  the  great  and 
tneressing  maritime  interests  which  we  have  at  stake, 
without  one  single  point  where  a  ship,  if  dependent  upon 
the  United  States  fortifications,  would  be  safe  from  the 
attacks  of  a  frigate :  these,  and  the  consideration  that  little 
comparatively  has  yet  been  done  for  Maine,  seem  to  our 
view  to  constitute  irresistible  reasons  why  Maine  should 
iM  longer  be  forgotten  or  neglected  in  the  common  de- 
fence of  the  country. 

Through  all  the  long-protracted  struggles,  difficulties, 
and  embarrass  Tients  of  our  infant  republic,  this  portion  of 
our  Union  has  never  been  urgent  or  importunate  in  pres- 
«ng  its  claims,  but  has  submitted  patiently  to  the  force 
of  eirenrastances  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  defer  them. 

But,  in  the  present  altered  condition  of  the  oountiy ; 
the  national  deht  paid  off;  at  a  season  of  universal  peace 
and  unexampled  prosperity ;  with  an  overburdened  treas- 
Qvy,  and  when  it  is  deemed  necessary,  to  dispose  of  it,  to 
"Mort  to  measures  which  many  eminent  statesmen  con- 
sider unwarranted  by  the  constitution,  and  which  a  great 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  Union  consider  of  doubtful 
policy :  at  such  a  period,  and  under  such  circumstances,  it 
is  diffieolt  to  perceive  the  justice  of  longer  withholding 
■ttilable  appropriations  for  the  defence  of  Maine ;  and,  to 
our  view,  they  can  only  be  withheld  by  doing  violence  to 
tbe  priaeipl«s  of  equal  rights,  and  by  neglecting  a  plain 
Moitittttional  duty. 

Tour  connmittee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolu- 
«*ona.  STEPHEN  C.  FOSTER,  Chairman, 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 
Ittiolve  relating  to  the  fortification  of  frontier  Statee, 

Resoloedt  That  the  obligation  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
neat,  under  tbe  constitution,  when  it  has  the  means,  to 
erect  soil  able  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier 
of  the  States,  is  a  practical  duty,  not  justly  to  be  denied, 
evaded,  neglected,  orVlelayed. 

Betohed,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed 
ind  our  Representatives  requested  to  use  their  influence  to 
obtain  liberal  appropriations  for  the  defence  of  Maine  and 
tbe  Union. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit 
copies  of  the  above  report  and  resolutions  to  the  President 
uul  Vice  J^resident,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Navy,  and  War, 
•ml  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  30,  1837. 
Read  and  passed.  H.  HAMLIN,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  March  30,  1887. 
Read  and  passed. 

J.  C.  TALBOT.  President, 

March  80,  1887.     Approved: 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

EXICUTIYE  DarARTMBNT, 

^gwta^  April  90,  1887. 

Stm :  In  compliance  with  OTequest  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency 
ihe  accompanying  report  and  resolutions. 
-  In  behalf  of  the  State  of  Maine,  I  would  respectfully,  yet 
urgently,  call  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  causa 
the  Northeastern  boundary  of  this  State  to  be  explored  and 
surveyed,  and  monuments  erected  in  accordance  witl^the 
request  contained  in  the  resolutions  which  are  herewith 
communicated.  As  the  subject  is  one  in  which  the  people 
of  Maine  have  a -deep  interest,  I  feel  a  confidence  it  will 
commend  Itself  to  your  early  attention. 

With  high  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

His  Excellency  Martin  Vav  Bumsif, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 
In  HousB  or  RspaxsKNTATiVKa, 

February  8,  1837. 

The  Joint  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  so  much  of 
the  GoTernor's  message  as  relates  to  the  Northeaatern 
boundary,  and*  the  docopents  and  evidence,  together  with 
an  order  of  the  two  Houses  instructing  the  committee  to 
"  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State,  by 
the  consent  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  sur- 
vey the  line  between  this  State  and  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick,  according  to  the  treaty  of  1783,  to  establish 
monuments  in  such  places  as  shall  be  fixed  by  said  commis- 
sioners and  by  commissioners  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,"  have  attended  to  the 
duties  assigned  them,  with  the  industry  and  solicitude  which 
the  importance  of  the  subject  demanded.  Could  the  com- 
mittee have  spared  the  time,  and  had  the  means  to  obtain 
documents  not  witbin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  and  con- 
sequently out  of  its  power,  a  more  clear,  methodical,  and  per- 
fect view  of  the  subject  would  have  been  presented ;  but  as 
there  had  been  hitherto  so  much  procrastination,  and  the 
impatience  of  the  public,  already  great,  was  becoming  more 
and  more  intense,  your  committee,  without  further  pre- 
amble or  apology,  ask  leave  to  present  the  following  report : 

The  Legislature  and  people  of  Maine,  we  believe,  will 
not  contend  that  the  treaty-making  power  of  the  United 
States  does  not  extend  to  a  final  adjustment  of  a  disputed 
and  undefined  line  of  boundary  between  a  State  and  a  for- 
eign nation.  Bttt  we  do  insist  that  no  power  is  granted  by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  to  lindt  or  change  the 
boundary  of  a  ^ate  or  cede  apart  of  its  territory  without 
its  consent.  It  is  even  by  no  means  certain  how  far  such 
consent  would  enable  the  treaty  authority  to  exert  its 
powers.  Citizens  might  be  made  the  subjects  of  a 
treaty  transfer,  and  these  citizens,  owing  allegiance  to  the 
State  and  to  the  Union,  and  allegiance  and  protection 
being  reciprocally  binding,  the  right  to  transfers  citizen  to 
a  foreign  Government,  to  sell  biro,  might  well  be  question- 
ed, as  being  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  free  institu- 
tutions.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  Maine  will  never  concede 
the  principle  that  the  President  and  two-thirds  of  the  Senate 
c&n  transfer  ita  territory,  much  less  its  citizens,  without  ita 
permission,  given  by  its  constitutional  organs. 

Your  committee,  however,  deem  it  but  fair  to  admit  that 
they  have  discovered  no  inclination  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment, or  any  department  of  it,  to  assume  this  power.  On 
the  contrary,  the  President  has  repeatedly  declined  the 
adoption  of  a  conventional  line  deviating  from  the  treaty  of 
1783,  upon  the  express  ground  that  it  could  not  be  done 
without  the  consent  of  Maine. 
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It  is  doe,  noTerthelesfl,  to  the  State  of  Maine  to  lay,  that 
the  committee  have  no  evidence  that  any  conventional  line 
has  been  propoeed  to  then^sr  their  conaent.  It  indeed 
appeara  that  the  conaent  ofllaine  bad  not  been  given  to 
the  adaption  of  any  other  boundary  than  that  preacribed  by 
the  treaty  of  1783,  up  to  the  29th  February,  1836,  and  we 
are  woU  asaared  that  no  propoaition  for  a  difierent  boundary 
has  since  that  time  been  made  to  any  department  of  the 
Government  of  this  State. 

Tjie  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  15th  June 
last,  communicated  to  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with  their 
resolution,  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  relative  to  the 
Northeastern  boundary.  This  correspondence  embraced  a 
period  from  the  Slst  July,  1833,  to  the  5th  March,  1836. 

The  opinion  and  advice  of  the  King  of  th6  Netherlands, 
to  whom  the  contiuveray  was  referred  by  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  was  made  on  the  1 0th  January,  1831, 
and  of  the  three  questions  submitted,  vix :  the  Northeastern 
boundary^  the  northwestemmost  head  of  Conneeiieut  river, 
and  \ho  forty -fifth  paraUd  of  latitude,  he  seems  to  have 
determined  but  one.  He  did  decide  that  the  aource  of  the 
stream  running  into  and  through  Connecticut  lake,  is  the 
true  northwest  head  of  that  river,  as  intended  by  the 
treaty  of  1783 ;  and  as  to  the  rest  he  advisee  that  it  will  be 
convenient  (11  oonviendra)  to  adopt  the  <<  Thalweg,"  the 
deepest  channel  of  the  St.  John's  and  St.  F/ancis,  for  the 
north  line ;  and  that  the  45th  degtte  ia  to  be  measured  in 
order  to  mark  out  the  boundary  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  with 
a  deviation  ao  aa  to  include  Rouse's  point  within  the 
United  States.  Attothe  convenience  of  establishing  the 
St.  John's  and  St.  Francis  as  the  northern  boundary  of 
of  Maine,  we  have  only  to  observe,  that  however  «  con- 
venient" it  may  be  to  Great  Britain  to  obtain  so  Urge  a 
portion  of  our  territory  and  waters,  it  would  certainly  be 
very  inconvenient  to  us,  and  inasmuch  as  we  are  probably 
capable  of  judging  of  our  own  <*  convenience,"  and  have 
never  solicited  the  advice  of  any  one  on  this  point,  it  is 
scarcely  to  be  expected  that  we  shall  be  advised  to  adopt  a 
line  so  preposterous  and  injurious. 

It  was  in  this  view,  and  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
constitution  conferring  the  treaty  power,  that  the  President, 
on  the  7th  December,  1831,  submitted  to  the  Senate  this 
"  award'*  and  *<  advice"  oi  the  King  of  the  Netherlanda. 
Senators  were  divided  on  a  principal  point ;  some  insisting 
that  to  cariy  the  award  or  opinion  into  effect,  was  only  in 
execution  of  the  treaty,  and  it  therefore  belonged  exclusive- 
ly to  the  President  "to  take  caro"  that  this  *< supreme  law" 
was  faithfully  executed,  or  to  reject  it  altogether. 

Bat  the  prevailing  opinion  was,  that  this  "award"  or 
*'  advice"  was  perfecting  an  unfinished  treaty,  and  that 
therefore  it  could  not  be  effected  by  the  President  without 
"  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  concurring  therein. "  So  far  from  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  for  the  measure,  there  were 
thirty-four  to  eight  against  it,  and  it  was  consequently  re- 
jected, and  a  recommendation  to  the  President  was  adopted, 
to  open  a  new  negotiation  to  determine  the  line  of  bounda- 
ry according  to  the  treaty  of  1783. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  British  ministers  that  a  due  north 
line  from  the  monument  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix, 
will  intersect  no  highlands  described  in  the  treaty  of  1783. 
Now  this  is  an  aasumption  by  Great  Britain  totally  un- 
warranted by  any  evidence.  The  boundaries  bearing  upon 
the  question  are  thua  given :  *'  from  the  Northwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia,  to  wit,  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a 
line  drawn  due  North  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  river 
to  the  highlands ;  along  the  said  highlands,  which  divide 
the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  north- 
westernmoat  head  of  Connecticut  river;"  "east by  a  line 
to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St  Croix,  from 
iu  mouth,  in  the  bay  of  Fundy,  to  its  source,  and  from  its 


source  directly  north  to  the  aibresaid  highlands,  wbtck  di- 
vide the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  AtlanUe^ceaa  irmD  tboM 
which  fall  into  the  Su Lawrence. 

The  firat  object,  atartiog-place,  or  terminus  a  fiie,  ii  tfaii 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  It  is  the  earner  of  tht 
British  province,  designated  by  themsehes.  It  mu  yn* 
sumed,  and  it  is  still  believed,  that  they  knew  the  ulMHicil 
spot ;  we  have  a  right  to  demand  of  them  to  dcftne  iL  la 
the  treaty  of  1788,  they  wen^  disposed  to  define  it,  Md 
hence  they  say  it  is  that  angle  which  is  farmed  by  a  Hm 
drawn  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  St,  Croix,  is  tksK 
highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that  flow  tnfe  the  SI, 
Lawrence  from  those  which  flow  into  the  Ailantic  Mflm. 

Nothing  can  be  more  clear  than  that  the  Britiih  nego- 
tiators of  the  treaty  of  178:1  had  reference  to  their  eiit  u4 
west  line,  between  Canada  and  Novia  Scotia.  Tbii|iB 
1755-'6,  was  matter  of  controveraejp  between  Princsind 
England,  the  French  claiming  that  it  was  far  south,  sndthf 
British  strenuously  contending  that  these  very  higbbiidi 
were  even  more  north  than  we  have  endeavored  to  fix  tiwa. 

The  controversy  resulted  in  a  war,  which,  after  thi  cup* 
tare  of  Quebec,  waa  terminated  by  the  peace  of  17^ 
whereby  Great  Britain  obtained  both  sides  of  the  Kim,  tnl 
she  then  established  the  north  line  of  Nova  Soolia  sboik 
where  we  contend  it  should  be.  So  far  from  idmittin| 
that  a  due  north  tine  from  the  monument  will  not  imtnecl 
the  highlands  intended  by  the  treaty  af  1783,  the  Ststoof 
Maine  has  always  insisted,  and  still  insistsi  that  no  knova 
obstacle  exisU  to  the  ascertaining  and  accurately  dsfioiof 
them,  <and  thus  establishing  the  terminus  a  quo,  to  wit,  Ac 
northwesf  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  It  would  seem  itfUfi 
indeed,  that  as  this  line,  so  fully  diiscusMd  and  oontiowrt- 
ed  between  the  English  and  French  in  l766-'6,  ibosU 
have  been  left  unsettled  still,  when  both  provinces  beooM 
British.  It  is  impossible  to  imagina  such  ignorance  of  ts 
important  a  point  as  this  nortbweat  angle,  ao  often  itkad 
to,  and  spoken  of,  as  a  notorious  monument  • 

The  peace  of  1783  waa  conaidered  by  Great  Britain  »« 
grant  by  metes  and  bounds.  The  boundsries  wen  |Re> 
scribed,  and  this  northweat  angle  was  the  commenctmed. 
Twenty  yeara  only  before  this  (1763)  No>-a  Scotia  hsA 
been  organized  as  a  distinct  province,  then  indading  wfait 
are  now  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  and  tbii  sa^ 
was  referred  to  as  a  boundary  without  hesitant  orM^ 
Indeed,  the  treaty  itself,  as  if  to  make  aasuranoe  dovUf 
sure,  6xed  it  where  a  due  north  line  from  the  source  of  tii* 
St.  Croix  will  intersect  those  highlands  which  divide  ibt 
rivers  which  flow  into  the  river  6t.  Lawrence  from  tboM 
which  flow  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.  This  sooree  of  U* 
St.  Croix  has  been  determined  and  a  monument  fixed  tbw* 
by  the  commissioners^  under  the  5tb  article  of  the  trai^ 
of  1 795,  (Jay  *8. )  Now  that  the  assumption  that  the  Mitt 
line  from  this  monument  will  intersect  or  meet  no  saA 
highlands  is  entirely  gratuitoiis. 

The  treaty  does  not  speak  of  mountains,  nor  eno  hil^ 
but  of  '*  higlands"  that  divide  rivers  flowing  different  w^ 
It  was  well  known  that  rivers  did  fall  into  the  St.  Lewrenoi 
and  into  the  Ailantic ;  that  these  rivers  would  nn  </biM 
and  not  up,  and  It  was  consequently  inferred  that  the  M 
from  whence  these  rivers  flowed  must  of  necessitj  Ve  Am 
and  unless  there  are  to  be  found. in  that  ngioo  geokpt'^ 
phenomena  which  exist  no  where  else  on  the  faoeof  tbt 
globe,  this  inference  is  irresistible. 

The  truth  is  that  these  highlands  have  never  been  kno«* 
and  well  understood  by  the  British  themselvee,  efer  ttoce 
the  grant  of  James  I.  to  Sir  William  Alexander,  in  l^^' 
The  portion  of  the  boundary  there  given,  which  reltttf  ^ 
this  controversy,  is  from  the  western  spring-hesd  ofut 
St.  Croix,  by  an  imaginary  line  conceivM  to  ran  ihroap 
the  land  northward  to  the  next  road  of  Ship's  "^*^ 
spring,  discharging  itself  into  the  great  river  of  ^^'^^ 
and  proceeding  thence  eastward  along  the  sbofsi  of  A* 
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MA  of  the  nid  river  of  Canada,  to  the  road,  haven,  or 
•bofe,  commonly  called  GotpeeA^— (Gasp«.) 

The  cesMon  of  Canada  by  France  made  it  neceiaary  to 
define  the  limine  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  and  accordiny* 
\y  hie  Britannic  Majetty^^  by  his  proclamation  of  7lh  Octo- 
ber,  1763,  is  thus  explicit  as  to  what  affecU  this  question  i 
<«  Paeaing  along  the  highhmds  which  divide  the  riven  that 
empty  themselves  into  the  said  river  St  Lawrence  from 
those  which  fall  into  the  sea,  and  qjso  along  the  north  eoa»t 
of  the  hay  de  Chaleure  and  the  coast  of  the  ^t^of  the  St. 
Lawrence  to  Cape  Roeiere,"  dtc. 

The  act  of  Parliament  of  the  Uth  George  Til,  (1774,) 
defines  thus  the  south  line  of  Canada:  "South,  by  a  line 
from  the  bay  de  Chaleurs  along  the  highlands  which  divide 
the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence from  those  which  flow  into  the  wa."  The  north 
Hue  of  the  grant  to  Alexander  is  from  the  source  of  the 
St.  Croix  to  the  springhead  or  source  of  some  river  or 
ftreftm  which  falls  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  thence 
eaeiioard  to  Gasp^  bay,  which  communicates  with  the  gulf 
of  8t,  Lawrence  in  let.  40  deg.  80  min.,  and  would  make 
nearly  ao  east  and  west  line. .  The  proclamation  of  1769 
definea  the  mntth  line  of  the  province  of  Quebec  as  passing 
aion^  the  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into 
the  Su  Lawrence  from  those  which  foil  into  the  sea,  and 
also  sdong  the  north  coast  of  the  bay  de  Chaleurs  to  the 
gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  This  is  the  eouth  bouudsry,  and 
coneequently  in  an  eaet  and  wett  iUreetian,  but  it  passes 
north  of  bay  de  Chaleurs^  wherefore  the  south  boun- 
dary of  the  province  must  of  necessity  be  north  of  bay  de 
Chalenra.  The  eastern  boundary  is  northerly  by  the  gulf 
of  Ce^  Soeier^,  in  about  let.  50  deg.  long.  64  ^g.  north 
of  Ga^  bay,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  l!awrence, 
where  it  communicates  with  the  gulf  or  sea.  And  the  act 
of  Parliament  makes  this  aouth  ride  from  this  same  bay 
along  thoee  highlands,  and  it  must  inevitably  run  weett  or 
Uieno  south  boundary.  Now  no  one  can  doubt  that  in 
the  proclamation  of  1763  it  was  the  intent  to  adopt  Sir 
WiUtam  Alexander's  northern  for  this  eauthem  boundary 
of  the  province  of  Quebec. 

Indeed  it  appears  in  every  commission  to  the  Governor 
of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  from  1763  to  1784, 
and  afker  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  that  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia  extended  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec.  It  then  irresistibly  and  inevitably  fol- 
Iowa  that  a  west  line  from  the  bay  de'  Chaleurs,  intersect- 
ing a  doe  north  line  from  the  monument,  is  the  identioal 
northweat  angle.  Now  a  line  from  Mars  Hill  direct  to 
Cape  Hosiers,  instead  of  being  easterly,  would  be  north  of 
northeast,  xrouing  the  bay  de  Chaleurs.  But  passing 
vkmg  Ita  north  coast,  as  the  proclamation  provides,  the  line 
from  this  Mars  Hill  must  be  more  northerly  still.  Indeed  the 
pretence  that  a  pyramidal  spur  or  peak,  such  as  this  hill, 
shoo  Id  constitute  the  range  of  highlands  mentioned  in  the 
treaty,  is  so  utterly  visionary  that  it  is  entitled  to  no  sort 
of  reopeet. 

We  n»ay  now,  by  these  facts  and  reflections,  give  this 
inqoiry  a  right  direction,  to  wit:  to  the  ascertainment  of 
the  north  boondaiy  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  is  the  southern 
boandary  of  Canada.  We  have  always  been  lured  from 
thie  by  the  British  negotiators  to  the  kjt  or  toes/  of  this 
north  line  from  the  monument. 

No  one  who  is  the  least  conversant  with  the  sul^ect  can 
aoppose  for  a  moment  that  this  northwest  angle  can  be 
fbond  in  such  a  direction.  The  question  for  us  is,  are 
there  any  highlands  north  of  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  extend- 
ing fft  a  western  direction,  towards  a  north  line  drawn 
from  the  monument  1  If  this  line  westerly  from  the  bay 
be  not  distinctly  marked  so  far  as  to  intersect  this  north 
line,  the  principle  is  to  extend  it  in  the  same  direction  to 
the  plaee  of  intersectbn ;  that  is,  if  the  line  between  Nova 
Scotia  and  Canada  is  taei^  to  within  say  thirty  miles  of  the 


north  liue  from  the  monument,  and  the  rest  of  the  way  is 
indefinite  or  obscure,  extend  it  on  in  the  same  direction 
until  you  form  a  point  of  intersection,  and  this  will  be  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  But  the  truth  is,  the 
highlands  are  there,  and  have  been  found  in  running  due 
north  from  the  monument  The  elevations  were  taken  by 
he  British  surveyor  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  at 
the  monument,  to  the  first  waters  of  the  Ristigouche ;  and 
at  Mars  Hill,  forty  miles,  the  summit  of  this  isolated  su- 
gar-loaf was  1,100  feet,  and  at  the  termination  of  the  sur- 
vey at  the  Ristigouche  waters,  one  hundred  miles  further, 
the  elevation  way  1,600  feet,  consequently,  the  summit  of 
Mars  Hill,  1,100  feet  above  the  waters  of  the  St.  Croix, 
is  500  feet  lower  than  the  lands  at  the  Ristigouche,  and 
yet  the  pretence  is  that  there  are  no  highlands  but  this  de- 
tached spur.  Mars  Hill !  Still  further:  the  highest  position 
surveyed  is  nearly  fifty  miles  short  of  the  Melis,  which  falls 
into  the  St.  Lawrence,  %nd  we  do  not  perceive  that  the  No- 
vations have  been  taken  there  at  all ;  but  we  do  find  it  is 
here  that  the  waters  separate,  and  consequently^  the  land 
must  be  still  higher. 

In  failure  of*RighlaAds,'((MSum«df  not  to  exist,)  the 
British  negotiators  claim  a  line  which,  instead  of  dividing 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  Atlantic  waters,  would  actually  ex- 
tend between  two  rivers,  both  of  which  fall  into  the  At' 
laniie. 

To  say  nothing  of  the  absurdity,  not  to  say  ignorance, 
of  sudi  a  claim,  it  is  enough  that  it  is  in  the  teeth  of  the 
treaty  itself.  It  is  painful  to  repeat  the  argument  that  no 
other  highlands  were  iiitended,  lor  all  others  were  express- 
ly excluded  but  thope  which  divide  the  waters  that  flow  in 
those  different  directions.  The  effect  of  their  construction^ 
as  we  all  know,  is  to  give  them  the  whole  of  the  St.  John, 
with  all  its  tributaries,  and  a  tract  of  territory  south  of  that 
river,  equal  at  least  to  seventy-five  miles  square. 

Whether,  from  the  peaceful  spirit  of  our  Government, 
the  christian  patience  of  Maine,  or  the  *<  modest  assurance" 
of  the  British  negotiators,  sny  or  all,  certain  it  is,  that  his 
Britannic  Majesty 's  pretensions  are  growing  every  day.  It 
is  not  only  an  after-thought,  but  one  very  recently  conceiv- 
ed, that  we  were  to  be  driven  south  of  the  St.  John. 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  agent,  (Mr.  Chipman,)  who  has 
been  lately  urging  us  south  of  that  river,  was  also  ogent  to 
the  commission  under  the  treaty  of  1795,  to  ascertain  the 
true  St.  Croix,  and  in  insisting  on  a  more  western  branch 
of  this  river,  gives  as  a  reason,  that  a  line  due  north  will 
cross  the  St.  John's /or^Aer  up,  whereas,  if  you  take  an 
eastern  branch,  such  line  will  cross  near  Frederickton,  the 
seat  of  Government  of  Now  Brunswick,  and  materially 
infringe  upon  his  Majesty's  province.  He  not  only  admits, 
but  contends,  that  this  north  line  mi*st  cross  the  river. 
Here  are  his  words :  **  This  north  line  must  of  necessity 
cross  the  river  St.  John's."  Mr.  Listen,  the  British  min- 
ister. In  a  private  letter  to  Mr.  Chipman,  of  23d  October, 
1798,  recommends  a  modification  of  the  powers  of  the 
commissioners,  for  the  reason  that  it  might  give  Great 
Britain  a  greater  extent  of  navigation  on  the  St.  John*s 
river.  The  same  agent  (Mr.  Chipman)  was  also  agent  un- 
der the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  we  find 
him  contending  there,  that  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia  is  the  same  designated  in  the  grant  to  Sir  William 
Alexander  in  1621,  subject  only  to  such  alterations  as  were 
occasioned  by  the  erection  of  the  province  of  Quebec  in 
1768.  Now  we  have  already  seen  that  this  south  line  of 
the  province  of  Quebec,  so  far  from  altering  this  north- 
west angle,  in  fact  confirms  it. 

In  perfect  accordance  with  this  disposition  to  encroach, 
is  a  proposition  of  the  British  minister,  (Mr.  Vaughan,) 
that  inasmuch  as  the  highlands  cannot  be  found  by  a  due 
north  direction  from  the  monument,  we  should  vary  west 
until  we  should  intersect  them,  hut  not  bast  !  Now  that^ 
in  case  a  monument  cannot  be  found  in  the  courao  prescri- 


10^ 


APPENDIX-- r©  GaUt  8f  Seaton's  Register. 


95th  Oova.  lit  t5xa8.] 


Northeoiiem  Boundary. 


bed,  you  shoaju  look  for  it  at  the  left,  but  not  to  the  right, 
seems  to  us  a  very  sinister  proposition.  We  have  shown, 
and,  as  we  think,  conclusively,  that  the  range  of  highlands 
is  to  be  looked  for  on  British  ground,  and  nowhere  else; 
because  it  is  their  own  boundary,  and  a  line  which  roust, 
with  an  ascertained  north  line,  form  the  angle  of  one  of 
their  own  provinces.  And  yet  we  are  not  to  examine  there 
at  all ;  we  have  never  explored  the  country  there,  and  are 
expected  to  yield  to  such  arrogant,  extravagant,  and  base- 
less pretensions ! 

We  would  ask  why,  in  what  justice,  if  we  cannot  find 
the  object  in  the  route  proscribed,  are  wt  to  be  thus  tram- 
melled !  Where  is  the  reciprocity  of  such  a  proposition,  so 
degrading  to  the  dignity  and  insulting  to  the  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  this  State  ?  No  !  the  people  of  Maine  will  not 
DOW,  and  we  trust  they  never  wilj,  tamely  submit  to  such 
a  onesided  measure.  ^ 

Yhe  next  restriction  or  limitation  with  which  this  nego- 
tiation is  to  be  clogged,  is  an  admission  that  the  Risti- 
gouche  and  St.  John's  are  not  Atlantic  rivers,  because  one 
flows  into  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  and  th^qther  intp  the  bay 
of  Fundy,  yet  neither  falls  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 
They  would  then  find  those  highlands  between  the  St. 
John's  and  the  Penobscot.  There  cannot  be  a  more  arro- 
gant pretension  or  palpable  absurdity.  Suppose  the  waters 
of  both  these  rivers  are  excluded  as  flowing  neither  way, 
^till  the  waters  that  flow  each  way  are  so  far  separated  as 
to  leave  a  tract  of  country  which,  if  equally  divided,  would 
carry  us  far  beyond  the  St.  John's.  But  we  admit  no  such 
hypothesis.  The  Atlantic  and  the  sea  are  used  in  the 
charters  as  synonymous  terms.  The  Ristigouche,  uniting 
with  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  which  communicates  with  the 
sea,  and  the  St.  John's,  uniting  with  the  bay  of  Fundy, 
which  also  communicates  with  the  sea,  and  that,  too,  by  a 
mouth  of  ninety  miles  wide,  are  both  Atlantic  rivers. 
These  rivers  were  known  by  the  negotiators  not  to  be  St. 
Lawrence  rivers  /  they  were  known  to  exist,  for  they  were 
rivers  of  the  first  cisss.  If  they  were  neither  St.  Lawrence 
nor  Atlantic,  why  were  they  not  excepted  ?  They  were 
not  of  the  former,  therefore  they  must  be  included  in  the 
Utter  description.  Indeed,  if  rivers  uniting  with  Atlantic 
bays  are  not  Atlantic  rivers,  the  Penobscot  and  Kennebec, 
which  unite  with  the  respective  bays  of  Penobscot  and  Sa- 
gadahock,  would  not  be  Atlantic  rivers;  and  then,  where 
are  those  highlands  which  divide  the  waters  referred  to  in 
the  treaty  of  17B3?  Should  we  leave  this  question  unset- 
tled a  Utile  longer,  and  the  British  claims  continue  to  in- 
crease, we  might  very  soon  find  these  highlands  south  of 
the  Connecticut,  and  all  the  intermediate  country  would  be 
recohnized  by  <*  construction."  We  therefore  invoke  the 
sympathy  of  all  New  England,  with  New  York  besides,  to 
unite  against  this  progressive  claim — this  avalanche,  which 
threatens  to  overwhelm  them  as  well  as  ourselves. 

Again,  if  this  Mars  flill  (and  we  confess  we  cannot  speak 
of  the  pretension  with  any  patience)  is  the  northwest  angle, 
and  the  north  boundary  of  Nova  Ocotia  and  the  south 
boundary  of  the  province  of  Quebec  are  the  same,  and  north 
of  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  then  there  is  indeed  no  northwest 
angle ;  for  a  line  due  north  from  the  monument,  passing 
by  Mara  Hill,  must  pursue  nearly  the  same  direction  to  get 
to  the  north  of  that  bay  without  crossing  it ;  and  who  ev<^r 
thought  of  an  angle  at  the  aide  of  a  continuous  line  1  Now, 
according  to  the  British  maps,  taken  in  this  very  case,  you 
must  run  a  course  of  north,  about  fourteen  degrees  east,  to 
obtain  the  north  side  of  the  bay  without  crossing  it,  and 
the  distance  would  be,  in  this  almost  due  north  direction, 
more  than  one  hundred  miles,  while  that  from  the  monu- 
ment to  Mars  Hill  would  be  little  more  than  forty.  Now, 
when  we  consider  that  this  northerly  line  must  form  nearly 
a  right  angle  to  pass  along  the  north  shore  of  the  bay  de 
Chaleors,  that  this  is  one  hundred  miles  farther  north  than 
Mars  Hill,  where,  instead  of  an  angle,  there  can  be  only  ' 


an  inclinatloii  of  fourteen  degrees,  can  there  be  a  greMv 
absurdity  than  the  British  claim,  founded  on  tliete  feekt 

We  win  now  present  some  focts  and  remaiks  in  Hfvl 
to  the  surveys  and  explorings  made  by  tb»  eommiM 
under  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent :  ami  the  fat 
fact  that  occmrs  is,  that  the  elevations  taken  by  tbe  Biitt 
surveyor  stop  far  short  of  where  the  waters  divide,  an^w 
find  no  proof  that  then  elevations  were  carried  throogh  If 
our  own  surveyors.  If  the  Britiah  surveyor,  afler  ieeer- 
tatning  he  was  still  ascending,  and  had,  in  fiict,  arrived  tf 
the  lands,  at  a  branch  of  a  river  elevated  five  Jmndrri  ka 
above  the  iummit  of  Mars  Hill,  fsund  it  prudent  to  ritf 
short,  we  see  no  good  reason  why  the  American  agnl  A 
not  proceed  an  and  take  accurate  elevations  at  a  pbce  vdHN 
the  waters  divide.  If  such  a  survey  was  made,  the  cw* 
fflittee  have  not  been  able  to  oMcin  the  etidenee ;  it  is  Ml 
in  the  maps  or  documents  in  die  libiviy  or. office  ef  thi 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  committee  beKeve  that  na  ssA 
elevations  have  been  taken  northorly  of  the  lint  yntbstsd 
the  Ristigouche:  It  is,  indeed,  a  little  singular  that  «i 
hmve  so  little  evidence,  not  only  in  rvgard  to  this  height  l( 
land,  but  also  of  the  rivers  .which  flow  into  the  8t.  h^ 
rence  to  the  left,  and  eepeeialfy  to  the  right  of  the  noA 
line  from  the  monument. 

We  know  some  of  them,  to  be.  sure,  such  aa  the  €htk, 
Kamonska,  Verte,  TVois  Pistoies,  Remou^tey,  and  Mh 
tie,  on  the  left,  and  the  Blanche,  Louis,  9fagdakn,0i 
others,  on  the  right  of  thia  line,  but  we  kn<»w  mem  chitlfy 
as  Oft  inaps,  and  as  transcribed  from  oUler  map^  hut  f«n 
little  from  actual  survey  or  even  explondion.  An  extat 
nation  of  the  sources  of  those  rivers  at  the  right  ef  M 
north  li^  with  the  important  natural  boundcry,  ^o  bxA 
shore  of  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  would  accurately  define  Ai 
<livisional  line  between  the  province  of  Quebec  and  Nail 
Scotia,  which,  extending'west,  would  intersect  the  doe  nsdl 
line,  and  thus  form  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Soolit. 

It  mereover  appears  that  little  or  no  exploration  haabe4 
made  of  the  lands  east  of  the  due  north  line.  It  MM 
strange  to  us,  although  it  may  be  aatisfactorOy  expbiMl 
why  we  should  have  been  drawn  away  from  ^is  very  'w^ 
portant  region.  It  is,  indeed,  the  true  aoarce  of  inqiiiiy. 
In  this  direction  the  evidence  is  to  be  found;  and 
can  never  be  satisfied  until  it  is  looked  for  b«re. 

An  extraordinary  method  of  adjusting  this 
though  in  perfect  accordance  with  other  ppetflnaion^  IM 
been  proposed  by  Great  Britain — that  the  disputed  iniiM 
should  be  divided  in  equal  portions,  each  party  being  siM 
fied  of  the  justice  of  its  claims.  To  this  propoaitloQ  iri 
cannot  subscribe.  It  is  equally  unjust  between  nationaM^ 
individuals.  Whether  a  party  in  controveray  is 
or  not  with  the  justice  of  his^cUims,  is  what  Js  only 
to  himself,  and,  consequently,  the  one  wh«ae  claims  ^ 
most  exhorbitant,  however  unjust^  will  always  get  the  ki^ 
end  of  the  bargain.  But  such  a  rule  would,  in  ihisctf^ 
apply  most  unfortunately  to  Maine.  We  are  limiled^  4 
farthest,  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  a  very  narrow  pali 
there,  while  the  British  may  extend  their  claims  to  thi 
south  and  west  indefinitely.  Establish  this  principlrv  smd 
we  shall  aoon  find  their  claims,  already  ao  progiiaiilijl 
stretched  over  to  the  Piscatfequa,  and  then  if  we  ere  to  M 
vide  equally  both  as  to  quantity  and  quaUiy,  the  divitfi 
lonal  line  then  would  fall  south  of  the  Kennebec^  If  ^ 
want  of  the  consent  of  Msine  is  the  obstacle  to  sueh  an  «A 
justment,  we  trust  it  will  alwaya  remain  oi  iosepfliM 
one.  Indeed,  we  protect  against  the  application  to.os^ 
such  a  rule,  as  manifestly  unequal  and  unjust.  ^^^ 

We  come  now  to  the  recent  transactions  of  the  BritiH 
colonial  authorities,  sanctioned,  aa  it  appears,  1^  the  Oe« 
emment  at  home;  and  we  regret  to. perceive  in  tbem,  als^ 
those  strong  indicationadf  continual  and  rapid  eocroaduM^ 
which  have  characterized  that  Government  in  the  whole  oi 
this  eontroveny.     Mr.  Livingaton,  in  his  letter  ttf  the  tM 
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fJuly,  183S^  proposes  that,  "antil  the  matter  be  brought 
» a  final  eoncIusioD,  both  parUes  should  refrain  from  the 
leicue  of  jurisdiction ;"  and  Mr.  Yaughan,  in  reply  c^ 
llh  April,  1883,  in  behalf  of  hu  Government,  **  entirely 
ohcora/'  Hero,  then,  the  faith  of  the  two  Gorernments 
I  pledged  to  abstain  from  acts  of  jurisdiction  until  all  is 
BtUed.  Now,  bow  are  the  fifictsf  We  understand,  and, 
ideed,  it  appears  by  documenVi  herewith  exhibited,  that  an 
et  baa  passed  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick,  <*incor- 
oratiog  the  St.  Andrew's  and  Quebec  railroad  company  ;** 
lit  the  King  has  granted  £10,000  to  aid  the  enterprise,  and 
^t  the  Legislaturo  of  Lower  Canada,  by  its  resolutions  of 
oth  Houses,  has  approved  the  scheme  and  promised  its 
(H)peration.  It  may  be  that  the  Government  at  home  was 
ot  aware  that  this  railroad  must  inevitably  cross  the  dis- 
uted  territory. 

Bat  this  ignorance  of  the  subject  seems  incredible.  A 
Miroad  from  8t.  Andrew's  to  Quebec  would  be  impossible 
nkis  it  crossed  the  territory  in  question— even  next  to 
Bpofsible  and  totally  useless  were  it  to  pass  at  the  north  of 
lis  St  JohnV  It  seems  therefore  extraordinary  indeed,' 
^t  the  British  Government,  even  in  the  incipient  stages 
f  this  enterprise,  should  make  an  appropriation  which  is 

0  direct  vipjation  of  its  sol<$mn  pledge.  To  give  tu  a  rail- 
Old  coq)orBlion  powers  over  our  rights  and  property  is  the 
Iroogest  act  of  sovereignty.  It  is  an  act  of  delegated  power 
rhich  we  ourselves  give  to  our  own  citizens  with  extreme 
jtftUon,  and  with  guarded  restrictions  and  reservations. 
|!ui  railroad  must  not  only  cross  the  disputed  territory, 
^ru  crosses  it  fifty  miles  south  of  the  St.  John's,  and  al- 
IJpit  to  the  southerly  extremity  of  the  British  claim,  extra v- 

It  u  it  is.   By  tKe  map  herewith  exhibited  of  the  survey 
flhe  route,  it  appears  that  the  road  crosses  our  due  north 
at  Mars  Hill,    thence  doubling  round  it  towards  the 
\  it  crosses  the  Koostic  between  the  Great  and  Little 
ebias,  the  Alleguash  at  the  outlet  of  First  Lake,  a  branch 

1  the  St  John's  south  of  Black  river,  and  passes  into 
^ada  between  •«  Spruce  Hills"  on  the  right,  and  •*  Three 
pU*"  on  the  lef>,  thus  crossing  a  tract  of  country  south  of 
)fi  St.  John's,  one  hundred  by  fifty  miles.  We  have  not 
copy  of  the  act  of  incorporation  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
pDnot,  therefore,  say  that  the  route  there  defined  is  the 
Ne  as  on  the  map.  Bo  this  as  it  may,  certain  it  is,  as 
Rr  one  will  see,  that  no  possible  route  can  be  devised 
pch  will  not  cross  the  territory  in  question,  it  is,  theU) 
ivliberste  act  of  power,  palpable  and  direct,  claiming  and 
IcrcisiDg  sovereignty  far  south  even  of  the  line  rccommend- 
i  by  th«  King  of  the  Netherlands. 

In  all  our  inquiries  and  examinations  of  this  subject  there 

^been  great  negligence  in  regard  t'>  this  northwest  angle. 
Benson,  one  of  the  commissioners  under  Jay's  treaty, 

i*  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  expressly 
clearly  defines  this  angle.  He  states  distinctly  that 
due  north  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  is  the 
NM  side  line,  and  the  highlands  are  the  north  side  line 
pich  form  this  angle,  and  this  had  never  been  questioned 
9f  the  British  themselves. 

This  due  north  line,  viz :  the  west  side  line,  was  estab- 
ped  by  the  conimissmn  of  which  Judge  Benson  was  a 
ptober,  and  the  Britisn  have  made  the  north  side  line  to 
^  north  of  the  bay  de  Ch.ileurs,  and  yet  with  these  postu- 
f^  to  pretend  that  the  points  of  intersection  cannot  be 
fpnd,  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  their  absurdities.     And 

^''^r  absurdity  quite  equal  is,  that,  after  passing  west 
g  the  north  shore  of  this  bay,  they  would  fall  down 
l^ly  south  more  than  one  hundred  miles  to  Mars  Hill, 
wrat'sixty  miles  from  the  south  shore  of  the  province,  at 
■•bay  of  Passaroaquoddy,  which  is  a  part  of  the  bay  of 
^y ;  and  this  point,  too,  of  so  little  inclination,  that 
'tt a  palpable  perversion  of  language  to  call  it  an  angle, 
wjch  more  a  northwest  angle. 
'1  is  indeed  time  for  us  to  begin   to  search,  and  in  the 


right  places  too,  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  these  perpetual 
"encroachments  upon  our  territory  and  rights.  Our  first 
object  should  be  to  ascertain  and  trace  the  north  boundary 
of  Nova  Soolia,  which  is  the  south  boundary  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  and  see  if  Canada  comes  a^fiir  down  as 
Mars  Hill.  And  we  should  proceed  to  finish  taking  the 
elevations  on  the  due  north  line  to  some  point  where  the 
waters  divide.  The  General  Government  should  be  imme- 
diately called  on  to  execute  the  work,  with  the  co-operation 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine.  Notice  should  be  given  to^ 
the  British  authorities  to  unite  in  the  undertaking,  and^  if 
they  refuse,  our  Government  ought  to  proceed  tx  parte, 
I'ho  act  would  be  entirely  pacific,  as  the  object  would  be 
to  ascertain  facts ;  much  more  pacific  than  the,  survey, 
without  notice,  of  the  St.  Andrew's  and  Quebec*railroa[d, 
through  our  territory,  not  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a 
boundary,  but  to  assume  jurisdiction. 

Your  committee  have  gone  through  this  tedious  investi- 
gation with  all  the  deliberation,  exactness,  and  candor, 
which  our  time,  means,  and  feelings  would  allow.  Our 
animadversions  may,  in  some  instances,  have  been  strong, 
and  even  severe,  but  we  think  we  hava  expressed  the  sen- 
timents and  feelings  of  the  people  of  Maine,  suffering  under 
protracted  injurieB.  This  State  should  take  a  firm,  delib- 
erate, and  dignified  stand,  and  one  which  it  will  not  retract. 
While  it  awards  to  the  General  Government  all  its  legitimate 
powers,  it  will  not  be  forgetful  of  its  own.  We  call  upon 
the  President  and  Congress ;  we  invoke  that  aid  and  sym- 
pathy of  our  sister  State  which*  Maine  has  always  accorded 
to  them;  we  ask,  nay,  we  demand,  i|i  the  name  of  justice, 
how  long  we  are  to  be  thus  trampled  down  by  a  foreign 
peoplo  ?  and  we  trust  we  shall  me^t  a  cordial  and  patriotic 
response  in  the  breast  of  every  republican  of  the  Union. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  reso- 
lutions. 

L.  J.  HAM, 

NATH'L  8.  LITTLEFIBLD. 


SAMUEL  P.  BENSON, 
EBENEZBR  HIGGINS, 
JOHN  R.  REDMAN, 
JOHN  HOLMES, 
J.  A.  LOWELL, 
NATHAN  IDE, 
DANIEL  SMALL, 
SEW  ALL  PRE8C0TT, 
EPHRAIM  WEEKS, 
JAMES  BURBANK, 
CHARLES  HUNT, 
JOHN  D.  RICHARDS, 


"■X 


of  the  Senate, 


>  of  the  Houie* 


STATE  OP  MAINE. 

Resolves  relative  to  the  Northeastern  Boundary. 

Resolved,  That  wc  view  with  much  solicitude  the  Brit- 
ish usurpations  and  encroachments  on  the  Northeastern 
part  of  the  territory  o(  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  pretensions  so  groundless  and  extrava- 
gant indicate  a  spirit  of  hostility  which  we  bad  no  reason 
to  expect  from  a  nation  with  whom  we  are  a  peace. 

Resolved,  That  vigilancej  resolution,  fi/niness,  and  union 
on  the  part  of  thij>  State,  are  necessary  in  this  state  of 
the  controversy. 

Rtsohfed,  That  the  Governor  be  authorized  and  rcquc(.l- 
ed  to  call  on  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  cause 
the  Northeastern  boundary  of  this  State  to  be  explored 
and  surveyed  and  monuments  erected  according  to  tl\e 
treaty  ot  }7B3. 

Resolved,  That  the  co-operation  of  Massachusetts  be 
requested. 

Resolved,  7'hat  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed 
and  our  Representatives  requested  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a 
speedy  adjustment  of  the  controversy. 
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Resohedf  Thst  copies  of  ihb  report  and  reidaUon  be 
transmitted  to  tlie  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress,  and  other  Senators  in  Con- 
gress, and  the  Govemoni  of  the  several  States. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,   March    24,    1837. 
Read  and  passed. 

H.  HAMLIN,  Speaker, 
In  Senate,  March  25,  1838.     Read  and  passed. 

J.  C.  TALBOT,  PregideiU. 
March  25,  1837.     Approved: 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

ExxcuTiTJB  Depabtkeiit, 
AugusiOj  June  27,  1837. 

6ib:  I  lose  no  time  in  communicating  to  your  excel- 
lency a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  John  Harvey,  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  and  also  a 
letter  from  J.  A.  Maclauchlan  to  Sir  John  Harvey,  in  re- 
lation to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Ebenezcr  8. 
Greely. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  considerations,  your 
obedient  servant.  ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

His  Excellency  Martxx  Vast  Bdrsst, 
Presidetit  of  the  United  States.  • 


GoTBRKM£:rT  House,  FaEDEnicKTOir,  N.  B., 

June  12,  1837. 

Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  excel- 
lency under  date  the  6th  instant,  announcing  my  assump- 
tion of  the  administration  of  this  Government,  a  report  has 
been  laid  before  me  by  the  warden  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, a  copy  of  which  I  fsel  it  to  bo  an  act  of  courtesy  to- 
wards your  excellency  to  lose  no  time  in  communicating 
to  you. 

In  including  the  territory  with'n  the  limits  of  the  Brit- 
ish claim  in  the  censui  which  <*  Ebenezor  Greely*' appears 
to  have  been  instructed  to  take  of  the  population  of  the 
county  of  *<  Penobscot,'*  he  has  evidently  acted  in  ignor- 
ance or  under  a  misconception  of  the  subsisting  relations 
betwixt  England  and  the  United  States  of  America,  which 
I  cannot  allow  myself  to  doubt  that  your  excellency  will 
lose  no  time  in  causing  (o  be  explained  .and  removed. 
Though  necessarily  committed  to  confinement,  I  have  de- 
sired that  every  regard  may  be  shown  to  Greely *s  personal 
convenience,  consistent  with  the  position  in  which  he  has 
*' voluntarily"  placed  himself:  I  use  this  expression  be- 
cause, as  your  excellency  will  observe,  Greely  was  inform- 
ed by  the  warden  that  if  he  would  desist  from  the  act  in 
which  he  was  engaged  and  the  language  which  he  was 
holding  to  the  people  of  the  Madawaska  settlement,  (acts 
constituting  nut  only  an  interference  with  the  acknowledged 
rights  of  jurisdiction  of  this  province,  but  the  positive  ex- 
ercise within  its  limits  of  actual  jurisdiction,  however  un- 
authorised on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Maine,)  and  would 
withdraw  from  this  district,  he  shopld  be  allowed  to  do  so, 
otherwise,  that  in  Iho  discharge  of.  the  duties  imposed  up- 
on him  by  his  office,  he  (the  warden)  who  is  in«Mie  com- 
mission of  the  peace,  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  ap- 
prehending, in  order  to  make  him  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
the  province.  This  proposal  Greely  rejected,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly committed  to  jail,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law.  In  the  mean  time,  as  an  evidence  of  my  desire  to 
eultivate  the  most  friendly  understanding  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  which  Greely  is  a  citizen,  I  lose  no 
time  in  saying  that,  upon  receiving  an  assurance  from  your 
excellency  that  your  authority  shall  be  exerted  in  restrain- 
ing this  or  any  other  citizen  of  the  Sttite  of  Maine  from 
adopting  proceedings  within  the  British  limits,  (as  claim. 


ed,)  calculated  to  infringe  the  authority  and  juriadictioD  of 
this  province,  and  to  disturb  and  unsettle  the  mbdi  of  that 
portion  of  its  inhabitants  residing  in  the  dispated  tanito- 
ries,  until  the  question  in  dispute  be  brought  to  a  finliet* 
tlement,  Greely  shall  be  immediately  enlarged. 

Trusting  that  your  eicellency  wiU  ace  in  tbii  propaiitin 
an  anxious  desire  on  my  part  to  redeem  the  pladga  gim 
in  my  communication  of  the  6th  instant, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  exoellency'a  most  obe&sl 
humble  servant. 

J.  HARVEY. 
3f.  C,  14*  Gwmiort  ^ 
His  Excellency  the  Govs bkor 
of  the  State  of  Maine. 


Fakdeaicktov,  Nkw  Bbchswick, 

June  10, 1837. 

Mat  it  plkasx  xoun  Excbllshct  :  In  obe&ocs  to 
your  excellency's  instructions,  communicated  to  methm)^ 
the  Advocate  General,  in  the  absence  of  the  Altoniej  lal 
Solicitor  Generals,  f  have  now  the  honor  to  report,  for  the 
information  of  your  excellency,  that  I  proceeded  with  tbi 
least  possible  delay  to  the  Madawaska  settlement  On  mj 
arrival  at  the  Great  falls,  one  hundred  and  thirty  mk»bm 
hence,  I  was  informed  that  the  American  citizen,  Btwiw 
S.  Greely,  had  passed  up  the  day  previous,  forthepuipoiM' 
again  proceeding  with  the  census  of  the  inhabitantiof  Htf- 
awaska,  under  authority  from  the  State  of  Maine.  A«lii 
of  the  probable  excitement  that  would  naturally  iriitij| 
tween  the  two  Governments  from  this  circam«tanc^  •■ 
at  the  same  time  fully  convinced  that  his  Majeat;*8  G$^ 
emment  would  but  regret  any  nnneceaaaiy  misundenw 
ing  during  the  pending  negotiation,  I  thought  it  jw 
sable  to  call  upon  Mr.  Coombs,  a  magistrate  iMiiJ| 
twelve  miles  above  the  falls,  and  request  him  to  aoooopil 
me,  which  he  readily  did,  to  witness  the  convcriali«» 
tween  Mr.  Greely  and  myself. 

We  then  proceeded,  and  overtook  Mr.  Greely  aihortii 
tance  above  Green  river,  about  twenty -four  mileaJro** 
falls,  having  ascertained  by  the  inhabitants,  aa  be  pi^ 
up  the  river,  that  Mr.  Greely  was  the  whole  of  lh«^ 
vious  day  employed  in  taking  down  their  namsa,  dodw 
of  each  family,  and  stating  they  would  shortly  noa* 
from  the  State  of  Maine,  a  sum  of  money  not  ««<«2 
three  dollars  for  each  head  of  family,  out  of  the  fiiifN 
revenue  of  the  Unitad  States. 

I  required  Mr.  Greely  to  show  me  hta  instnidiow " 
exercising  authority  in  Madawaska,  when  he  handed  a*  > 
document,  a  copy  of  which  I  beg  to  encloee  tfy^** 
cellency,  and  after  perusing  the  same  I  returned  it  witM 
opinion  that  I  really  thought  he  (Mr.  Greely)  ha4  mi** 
the  intention  of  his  instructions,  as  no  allusioii  wtf  <M 
either  to  that  settlement  or  the  territory  in  dispute  tf 
therefore,  if  he  would  then  desist  in  taking  the  cstt* 
would  take  no  notice  of  what  had  passed.  MorBO««i»i 
reply  to  my  advice  and  request,  he  (Mr.  Gresiy)  r«« 
Btrated,  and  attempted  to  make  it  appear  that  be  wouUBi 
fully  borne  out  by  his  Government  in  what  he  had  o» 
and  that  it  was  also  his  intentioiAo  complete  the  cflot*' 
he  was  not  prevented.  This  reply  I  regret  having  !»■ 
no  altarnative  but  to  make  him  a  prisoner,  which  I  did* 
Wednesday  the  7th  instant.  On  Friday  evening  I  ^ 
at  Frederickton,  and  this  morning,  (Saturday,)  by  the* 
vice  of  the  Advocato  Generals,  I  committed  him  to  the  ji 
of  the  county  of  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo  your  excellency's  moat  cM^ 
humble  servant, 

J.  A.  MACLAUCHliANf 
Warden  of  the  dimUed  (errUon/^ 

His  Excellency  Msj.  Gen.  Sir  Jonx  HABrRT, 
Lieutenant  Govemtfr,  ^r. 
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STATE  OF  MAINE. 
EzKcuTiYE  Dbpaetmbxt,  Jwtt  19,  1837. 
8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  excellency  the 
copy  of  a  letter  which  came  to  hand  by  the  last  mail,  by 
which  it  appears  that  Ebrneaer  8.  Greely,  Esq.,  the  agent 
employed  by  the  county  commissioners  for  the  county  of 
Penobacot  to  take  the  census  of  the  town  of  Madawaska, 
has  been  arrested  by  the  authorities  of  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  is  now  incarcerated  in  the  jail  at  Frede- 
n'ckton. 

In  this  state  of  things  it  becomes  my  painful  duty  to 
make  this  communication  to  your  excellency,  and  to  insist 
that  prompt  measures  be  adopted  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  effect  the  early  release  of  the  afore- 
mentioned citizen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
•^▼•nt,  ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

His  Excellency  Mibtik  Vajt  Bdrex, 

Presidetit  of  ike  United  States, 


FmcBXRicKTov,  PROTiitCE  Nkw  BnUNSWICK, 

June  12,  1837. 

8ii :  On  the  15th  of  May  last,  I  was  appointed  by  the 
county  commissioners  of  Penobscot  county  to  take  the 
taasQs  of  Madawaaka.  On  the  6ih  of  June  instant,  I  was 
anasted  by  Mr.  Maclsuchlan,  from  this  place,  and  commit- 
M  to  jail  by  him,  and  there  I  now  remain  in  the  prison  at 
Fraderickton.  I  waa  committed  on  the  lOlh  instant.  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  you  on  the  10th,  which  has  gone  by 
4s  way  of  8t.  Andrew's.  Fearing  that  letter  will  not  ar- 
awe  soon,  I  write  again  to  day  by  wiiy  of  Houlton.  I 
iiw  described  my  arrest  more  particularly  in  my  6f8t  letter, 
Mieb  you  will  undoubtedly  receive  before  long ;  therefore, 
i  oajy  give  the  facts  in  this,  having  a  chance,  by  the  as- 
Wtaoce  of  Mr.  Lombard,  of  Hallowell,  of  forwarding  this 
to  Houlton  privately.  1  was  employed  iu  busineas  of  the 
8tate,  and  do  expect  my  Government  will  intercede  and 
jwiare  me  from  prison  in  a  foreign  and  adjacent  province. 
'f  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  a  line  from  you  expressing 
yaar  opinion,  direction,  dec. 

1  reoiain,  sir,  respectfully,  yoor  obetliejit  servant, 

EBENEZBR  8.  GREELY. 
i     ReaxsT  P.  DvuLAF,  Esq. 

GopertMr  of  Maine, 


Dkpartmext  of  Statk, 

Washington,  June  26,  1837. 

Bis :  I  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  President, 

^9a  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  to  him  of  the  i9tli 

^^^Mant,  encloaing  the  copy  of  a  communication  dated  the 

Ulh  of  the  same  month,  addreased  to  you  by  Ebenezer  S. 

Qreely,  Esq. ,  the  agent  employed  by  the  county  oomrois- 

■^Miars  for  the  county  of  Penobacot  to  take  the  census  of 

^  town  of  Madawaska ;  from  which  it  appears  that  he 

»  been  arrested  by  the  authorities  of  the  province  of 

:  l^aw  Brunawick,  and  ia  now  in  confinement  in  the  jail  at 

vndericktoii ;    and  insisting  tbat    prompt  measures  bo 

'^pted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  effect 

!  "^  *arly  releaae  of  the  above*named  citizen. 

Th«  circumstances  attending  this  outrage,  as  given  in 
•('•  Greely's  letter,  are  not  aufficient,  in  the  view  of  the 
P'CMdaot,  to  warrant  the  interference  of  the  Government 
^  present.  For  whst  cause,  at  what  place,  and  by  what 
*^ority,  the  arrest  was  made,  is  not  stated.  The  necea- 
^  explanations  may  be  found,  perhaps,  in  the  previous 
^mameation  which  Mr.  Greely  refers  to  as  having  been 
■™««ed  to  you  by  him  on  the  10th  June;  if  not,  it  is 
P'^hable  that  you  will  easily  be  able  to  obtain  explicit  in- 
J'^&tion  from  other  sources,  end  communicate  it  to  this 
>^nment.     Tt  ia  indispensable  that  a  full  knowledge  of 
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all  the  &cta  illuatrative  of  the  case  should  be  in  poesession 
of  the  Government  before  any  formal  application  for  redreaa 
can  be  praperly  preferred. 

In  the  mean  time^  I  have,  in  conversation,  unofficialfy 
called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister  at 
Washington,  to  this  complaint,  and  he  has  given  me  an. 
aasurance  that  he  will  immediately  addreaa  a  represeDtation 
on  the  subject  to  th«  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  request- 
ing, unless  there  shall  be  some  very  extraordinary  reasons 
against  it,  that  Mr.  Greely  may  be  set  at  liberty. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

His  Excellency  Robert  P.  Dun  lap,  Esq. 

Governor  of  Maine, 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 
ExscoTivE  Dbpartmbitt,  July  3,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yours  of  the  S6th 
of  June  last,  in  which,  by  direction  of  the  Preaident,  you 
indicate  that  the  circumstancea  detailed  in  Mr.  Greely^s 
fetter  relative  to  his  arrest  and  imprisonment  are  not  of 
themselves,  without  further  eiplanation,  sufficient  to  justify 
the  interference  of  the  Government  of  the  United  8tatss. 
This  information  is  received  with  some  surprise,  and  much 
regret:  aurprise,  because  I  had  understood  Mr.  Greely's 
communication  to  show,  that  while  employed  within  the 
limits  of  this  State,  and  under  its  authority,  on  a  business 
intrusted  to  him  by  the  lawa  of  the  State,  he  was,  without 
being  charged  or  suspected  of  any  other  offence,  seized  and 
transported  to  a  foreign- jail;  regret,  inasmuch  as  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  this  State  have  lieen  strongly  excited 
by  this  outrage  upon  the  honor  and  aoveroignty  of  Maine ; 
and  each  additional  day's  confinement  which  tbat  unof- 
fending citizen  endures,  is  adding  to  the  indignation  of  our 
citiiens.     I  therefore  hasten  to  lay  before  you  a  aummary 
of  the  transactions  connected  with  this  aubject,  as  they  are 
gathered  from  Mr.  Greely's  communications  to  this  De- 
partment.   The  farts  are  to  be  considered  the  less  indis- 
putable, Itecause  they  are  in  the  main  confirmed  by  the 
statements  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  by  whose  order 
the  imprisonment  wa«  made,  and  a  copy  of  which  I  recent> 
ly  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  the  President. 

On  the  eighth  day  of  March  last,  the  Jjegialature  of  this 
State  passed  an  act  relative  to  the  aurplus  revenue,  a  copy 
of  which  is  enclosed,  to  the  eleventh,  twelfUi^  and  thit- 
teenth  sections  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  attention. 
An  additional  act  was  passed  on  the  29th  day  of  March 
laat,  a  copy  of  which  I  also  enclose.  By  this  lastrnamed 
acty  it  became  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioners  of 
Penobacot  county  to  cause  an  enumeration  to  be  taken  of 
the  inhabiunts  of  said  county  residing  north  of  the  sur- 
veyed and  located  townships.  The  tract  thus  defined  com* 
prised  the  town  of  Madawaska,  which  was  iaooiporated  by 
this  State  on  the  15th  of  March,  1831.  Pursuant  to  that 
requirement,  the  county  commissioners  of  said  county  ap- 
pointed Ebenezer  8.  Groely  to  perform  that  service ;  and 
being  duly  commissioned,  he  forthwith  proceeded  to  the 
place  designated,  and  entered  upon  the  required  operations. 
Being  thus  employed,  he  was,  on  the  29tti  day  of  Msy 
last,  arrested  by  the  authorities  of  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  conveyed  to  Woodstock,  in  the  county  of 
Carleton,  in  said  province;  but  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
refused  to  commit  him  to  jail,  and  he  was  accordingly  dis- 
charged. He  immediately  returned  to  the  Madawaska 
settlements,  to  enter  again  upon  the  duty  intrusted  to  him. 
On  tho  eth  day  of  June  last,  he  was  arrested  a  aecond 
time  by  the  same  authorities,  and  committed  to  the  jail  at 
Frederickton.  It  is  for  this  act  of  obedience  to  the  lawa 
of  his  GoTemment,  that  Mr.  Greely  now  Ilea  incarcerated 
in  a  public  jail  in  the  province  of  New  Brunawick-     It 
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not  rotlress  urgently  called  for  1     Most  not  this  unoffending 
citizen  be  immediately  released  ? 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  add  my  confident  belief  that  the  Pre- 
sident, on  this  presentation  of  the  facia  relative  to  this  out- 
rage upon  the  national  as  well  as  the  State  rights,  will  not 
fail  to  demand  the  immediaie  release  of  Ebenezer  8.  Greely, 
and  to  interpose  suitable  claims  of  indemnity  for  the  wrongs 
so  wantonly  enforced  upon  him. 

I  am,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

Hon.  John  FonsrTR, 

Secretary  of  State  of  United  States. 


An  additional  act  providing  for  the  distribution  ^nd  repay- 
ment of  the  public  money  apportioned  to  the  State  of 
Maine  on  deposile  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Rep- 
reeentaiivet  in  Legietature  aeeembled,  That  the  time  al- 
lowed to  the  respective  cities,  towns,  and  plantations,  in 
which  to  lake  the  census  and  make  returns  thereof  to  the 
State  treasurer  is  hereby  extended  to  the  twentieth  day  of 
June  next. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacied.  That  the  treasurer  is 
hereby  directed  to  distribute  the  amount  of  the  second  in- 
stalment of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the  cities,  towns, 
and  plantations,  according  to  the  number  of  their  respec- 
tife  scholars,  as  borne  on  the  school  fund  apportionment 
of  the  present  year.  And  the  third  instalment  shall  be 
distributed  according  to  the  same  apportionment,  unless 
the  census  required  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  additional 
shall  be  fully  made,  and  the  returns  thereof  to  the  treasu- 
rer completed,  by  the  first  day  of  July  next. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enactedt  That  the  third  and  fourth 
instalments  shall  be  distributed  among  the  towns,  planta- 
tions, cities,  and  unincorporated  places,  in  such  manner  as 
that  the  aggregate  of  the  four  instalments  shall  be  in  exact 
proportion  to  their  population,  as  ascertained  by  said 
census. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  Thai,  in  addition  to  the 
enumeration  required  by  the  act  aforeaaid  to  be  takm  by 
tbe  r^uuty  commissioners,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county 
commisbioners  of  the  county  of  Penobscot  to  take  the  enu- 
meration or  census  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  said  county  re- 
siding north  of  the  surveyed  and  located  townships. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  treasurer  be 
directoil  to  cause  the  first  section  of  this  act  to  be  forthwith 
pablibhed  in  all  the  newspapers  that  publish  the  laws  of 
the  State. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act  to  which 
this  is  additional,  and  also  this  act,  shall  take  efifcct  and 
be  in  force  from  the  times  of  the  passage  thereof  respec-  . 
tively. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor  March  29,  1837.] 

11th,  12th  and  13th  sections  of  an  act  providing  for  the 
disposition  and  repayment  of  the  public  money  ap|K)r- 
tioued  to  the  State  of  Maine  on  deposite  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  II,  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  population  of  the  several  ciiies,  towns,  and 
plantations,  in  this  State,  the  aldermen  of  cities,  the  select- 
men of  towns,  and  the  sssessord  of  plantations,  are  hereby 
authorized,  at  the  exprnse  of  their  respective  cities,  towns, 
and  plantations,  to  vause  the  nunilier  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  (omitting  in  such  enumeration  foreigners  not 
naturalized,  whose  residence  has  not  been  established  at 
least  four  years  in  any  of  the  cities,  towns,  or  plantations, 
or  other  plsce  wherein  such  enumeration  is  to  be  made, 
and  Indians  not  taxed,)  to  be  taken,  according  to  the  di- 

lions  of  this  act.      The  said 


guish  all  persons  under  the  age  of  four  yean;  thoiisf 
four  and  under  twenty -one ;  and  those  of  twentj-oos  lad 
upwards,  belonging  to  each  city,  town,  and  plsotatioa  in 
this  State,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  haodicdiad 
thirty -seven. 

Sec.  12.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  tldeniM, 
selectmen,  or  assessors,  or  such  person  or  pcrsODs  m  ihal 
be  appointed  by  them  for  that  purpose,  ahall  respectifrff, 
before  entering  upon  the  performance  of  their  Juty  a 
aforesaid,  take  and  aubscribe  an  oath  or  affimiatioii,  bdon 
some  justice  of  the  peace,  for  the  faithful  perforninoe  ft 
their  duties,  in  substance  as  follows : 

I, ,  of  ,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  ifBrB) 

thst  I  will  truly  and  faithfully  make  a  full  and  perfect  ea- 
umeration  and  description  of  the  persons  resident  vitUi 

the of on  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  bui- 

dred  and  thirty-seven,  and  return  the  same  to  the  treMow 
of  Maine,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  an  act  cotilM 
*<  an  act  providing  for  the  dispoaiiion  and  repay incot  of  thi 
public  money  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Maine  on  depoiMe 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes,**  secordiog  to  tlM 
best  of  my  ability ;  and  that  I  will  make  said  eoiiDieiilia 
and  description  by  actual  inquiry  at  every  dwslling-lMNM 
in  said  —  or  peraonal  inquiry  of  IhA  bead  of  every  Wj, 
and  not  otherwise. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  euomenlioi 
shall  be  fully  completed,  and  accurate  ictums  thereof  aidi 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  State,  on  or  before  thetwentietbdiy 
of  April  next ;  which  returns  shall  be  made  in  a  acbcdol^ 
the  form  of  which  (with  the  form  of  the  oath  specified  ii 
this  section)  shall  lie  provided  and  furnished  by  iBidtffifi> 
urer,  and  they  shall  disUngniah  the  several  familisfhytbi 
hame  of  their  roaster,  mistress,  or4iead.  And  the  peiM 
taking  such  enumeration  shall  take  and  subeciibe  sfM 
the  returns  rendered  by  him,  an  oath  or  affirmatioB  tf 
follows : 

I, ,  do  aolemnty  swear  (or  affirni)  that  tht 

number  of  persons  set  forth  in  the  return  nsds  by  ^ 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  «  an  act  pre- 
viding  for  the  disposition  and  repayment  of  the  paU' 
money  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Maine  on  depoute  ky 
the  Government^of  the  United  States,"  has  been  aicertiai* 
ed  by  an  actual  inquiry  at  every  dwelting  house,  or  t  per- 
sonal inquiry  of  the  head  of  every  family,  in  csafavly 
with  the  proviaiona  of  said  act ;  and  that  the  retom  aftn- 
said  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best  of  mykoot' 
ledge  and  belief.  A.  B. 

And  the  blank  founs  which  the  treasurer  is  to  trNffil 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the  sheriiTs  of  the  respective  coasUi^ 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  cause  the  same  to  be  Ibrflivn 
distributed  to  the  clerks  of  the  respective  cities,  towo^  im 
plantations.  And  the  alierifiTs  bill  therefor  shall  be  p» 
sented  to  the  Legislature  for  allowance. 


rections 


enumeration  shall  distin- 


DePAnT.VENT  oi;  Stats, 

Washington,  July  14, 1837. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  has  beeaHcavcf 
I'he  surprise  you  express  that  the  information  coutsinw* 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Greely,  which  accompanied  yoarfon*' 
communication,  was  not  considered  sufficient  toeaabk^* 
President  to  make  a  formal  application  to  the  BritiJi  U(H 
vernmont  for  his  release,  has  probably  arisen  fron  T^ 
not  having  adverted  particularly  to  the  defects  ofh»<y|^ 
meut.  It  was  not  expressly  mentioned  for  wbst  o«»* 
the  arrest  was  mado,  nor  where  it  took  place,  ^P^lv! 
territory  in  ilisputc  between  the  United  Suies  ami  OieJ 
Britain  or  beyohd  it.  The  character  of  the  cbar««  •«* 
the  place  at  which  the  ofience  was  committed  inigi»t  bt« 
been  inferred  from  what  was  stated ;  but  you  must  ^^ 
the  impropriety  of  a  formal  complaint  from  one  Gofeca- 
nient  to  another  founded  upon  inference^  when  the  »<si» 
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>f  ascertiiining  and  presenting  the  facts  distinctly  were 
within  the  power  of  the  party  complaining.  But  although 
his  Department  felt  itself  constrained  by  these  considera- 
ions  toidelay  a  formal  application  to  the  British  Govern- 
nent  for  the  release  of  Mr.  Greely,  it  lost  no  time,  as  has 
leeo  already  stated,  io  procuring  the  interference  to  that 
»nd  of  the  British  minister  near  this  Government ;  and  I 
lave  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  T  have  learnt 
rom  him  that  he  has  opened  a  correspondence  with  the 
[iieuteoant  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  which  it  is  ex- 
)ected  will  lead  to  the  release  of  Greely  from  confinement, 
vitbout  waiting  for  the  decision  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
jiovernment  on  the  whole  question. 

The  information  communicated  to  the  Department  since 
he  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  is  sufficiently 
explicit,  and  a  note  founded  upon  it  has  been,  by  direction 
>f  the  President,  addressed  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  instructing 
UQ  to  demand  the  immediate  liberation  of  Mr.  Greely, 
tod  indemnity  for  his  imprisonment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Hon.  R0BK«T  P.   DUKLAP, 

Govtriwr  of  the  State  of  Maine. 

P.  S.  The  papers  asked  for  in  your  letter  of  the  S7th 
iltimo  will  be  sent  to  you. 

STATS  OF  MAINE. 

ExEcuTiVB  Dbpahtmekt, 

Augusta^  June  27,  1837. 

Sin:  I  would  respectfully  solicit  copies  of  all  documents 
>nd  papers  in  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
nreUtion  to  the  subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary, 
nth  the  exception  of  such  as  were  furnished  this  departs 
Bent  by  the  General  Government  in  the  year  1827.  It  is 
understood  that  copies  have  been  furnished  relative  to  this 
&hject  down  to  the  respective  statements  submitted  by  the 
wo  Governments  to  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  but  the 
rguments  we  have  not  lieen  furnished  with. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

Hon.  JoHx  FonsTTH, 

Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  United  States. 

Defabtmsht  of  Statk, 

Washington,  July  19,  1S37. 
Sia ;  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your 
itter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
^  a  printed  Tolame,  containing  a  statement  on  the  part  of 
b«  United  Statos  of  the  case  referred,  in  pursuance  of  the 
invention  of  the  S9th  September,  1827,  between  the  said 
1^  and  Great  Britain,  to  the  King  of  the  Netherlandf 
Br  his  decision  thereon,  and  to  refer  you,  for  such  other 
■^psrs  and  documents  in  relation  to  the  northeastern 
MiBdary  as  have  not  been  specially  furnished  by  this  De- 
vtnent  to  the  Executive  of  Maine,  to  the  following  num- 
en  io  the  volumes  of  documents  of  the  Senate  and  House 
'  Bspreaentatives,  distributed  under  a  resolution  of  Con- 
^^  and  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  transmitted 
B  the  several  State  Governments,  including  that  of  Maine. 

Documents  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Ist  session  20th  Congress,  No.  217,  218. 
2d  session  20th  Congress,  No.  90. 
2d  aeasion  23d    Congress,  No.  62. 

Documents  of  the  Senate. 
1st  session  24th  Congress,  No.  414. 
I  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  RoBKaT  P.  Dunlaf, 

Governor  of  Maine. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 
ExKcvTiYX  DsPARTMixT,  Ju/y  28,  1837. 

Sib  r  Impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty,  arising  from  the  over- 
sight committed  to  me  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  this 
State,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  the  attention  of  your  excellency 
to  the  subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary  of  Maine.  By 
the'Federol  compact,  the  obligation  of  defending  each  State 
against  foreign  invasion,  and  of  protecting  it  in  the  exercise 
of  its  jurisdictional  rights  up  to  its  extreme  line  of  bound- 
ary. Is  devolved  upon  the  National  Government.  Permit 
me  respectfully  to  inform  the  President  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  people  of  Maine,  the  justice  due  to  tliis  State,  in  this 
respect,  has  not  been  rendered. 

Let  it  not  be  suspected  that  the  discontents  which  are 
moving  strongly  and  deeply  through  the  public  mind,  fiow 
from  any  deficiency  of  attachrnent  or  practical  adhesion  to 
our  National  Government.  Without  appealing  to  the  blood 
so  freely  poured  out  in  wqr  by  the  citizens  of  Maine ;  to 
the  privations  so  cheerfully  endured  while  the  restrictive 
measures  of  the  Governmfot  were  prostrating  the  roost  im- 
portant interests  of  this  commercial  people,  or  to  the  sup- 
port of  tlie  Union  so  cordially  given  through  every  vicissi- 
tude up  to  the  present  hour ;  such  a  suspicion,  if  it  could 
arise,  would  be  sufficiently  refuted  by  merely  adverting  to 
the  forbearance  with  which  they  have  so  long  endured  the 
aggressions  by  9  foreign  Government  upon  their  sovereign- 
ty, their  citizens,  and  their  soil. 

It  would  be  easy  to  prove  that  the  territory  of  Maine  ex- 
tends to  the  highlands  north  of  the  St.  John.  But  that 
point,  having  been  not  only  admitted  but  successfully  de- 
monstrati'd  by  the  Federal  Government,  needs  not  now 
to  be  discussed.  Candor,  however,  requires  me  to  saj 
that  this  conceded  and  undenialile  position  ill  accords  with 
the  proceedings  in  which  the  British  authorities  have  for 
many  years  been  indulged,  and  by  which  the  rightful  ju- 
risdiction of  Maine  has  been  subverted,  her  lands  ravagtd 
of  their  most  valuable  products,  and  her  citizens  dragged 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  State,  Ui  undergo  the  suflerings 
and  ignominies  of  a  foreign  jail.  These  outrages  have  lieen 
made  known  to  the  Federal  Government ;  they  have  been 
the  subject  of  repeated  remonstrances  by  the  State,  and 
these  remonstrances  seem  as  often  to  have  been  contemned. 
It  cannot  l>e  deemed  irrelevant  for  me  here  to  ask,  amid  all 
these  various  impositions,  and  while  Maine  has  been  vigor- 
ously employed  in  sustaining  the  Union,  and  in  training  her 
children  to  the  same  high  standard  of  devotion  to  the  po- 
litical institutions  of  the  country,  what  relief  has  been 
brought  to  us  by  the  Federal  Government  t  The  invadera 
have  not  been  expelled.*  The  sovereignty  an<^  soil  of  the 
State  are  yet  stained  by  the  hostile  machinations  of  resi- 
dent emissaries  of  a  foreign  Government.  The  territory 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  six  millions  of  acres,  our  title  to 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  pronoun- 
ced to  be  perfect,  have,  without  the  knowledge  of  Maine, 
l)een  once  put  entirely  at  hazard.  Grave  discussions, 
treaty  arrangements,  and  sovereign  arbitration,  have  been 
resorted  to,  in  which  Maine  was  not  permitted  to  speak, 
and  they  have  resulted,  not  in  removing  the  factitious  pre- 
tensions, but  in  supplying  new  encouragements  to  the  ag- 
gressors. Diplomatic  ingenuity,  the  only  foundation  of  the 
British  claim,  has  been  arrayed  against  the  perfect  right. 

In  the  mean  time  a  stipulation  made  by  the  Executive 
of  the  nation,  without  the  knowledge  of  Maine,  purported 
to  preclude  her  from  reclaiming  her  rightful  jurisdiction 
until  the  slow  process  of  a  negotiation  should  be  brought 
to  a  close.  Whatever  the  real  force  of  that  stipulation 
might  be,  made  as  it  was  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
two  branches  of  the  treaty -making  power,  it  was  hoped, 
when  it  expired  by  the  closing  up  of  that  negotiation,  that 
a  measure  fraught  with  such  hurtful  consequences  to 
Maine  would  not  again  l^e  attempted.  But  that  ho|)e  was 
o  be  disappointed,   and  now,   by  a  compact  of  similar 
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eh&racter,  a  writ  of  protection  appean  to  have  been  apread 
by  our  own  Govern  mem  over  the  whole  mass  of  British 
aggreMiona.  What  then  has  the  Federal  Government  done 
for  this  State  1  May  it  not  be  said,  in  the  language  of 
another,  '*  Maine  has  not  been  treated  as  she  endeavored 
to  deserve  t" 

On  the  82d  day  of  April  last,  I  had  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  your  excellency  certain  resolves  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  this  Slate,  relative  to  the  northeastern 
boundary,  and,  in  behalf  of  the  State,  to  call  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  line  to  be  ex- 
plored and  sarveyed,  and  monuments  thereon  erected. 
That  this  call,  made  by  direction  of  (he  Legislature,  did 
.  not  extend  to  the  expulsion  of  invaders,  but  merely  to  the 
ascertainment  of  the  treaty  line,  will,  I  trust,  be  viewed  as 
it  was  designed  to  be,  not  only  as  an  evidence  of  the  con- 
tinued forbearance  of  Maine,,  but  as  a  testimonial  of  the 
confidence  she  cherished  that  the  Federal  Executive  would 
protect  the  territory,  after  its  limitation  should  be  asccr- 
tained.  That,  this  application  would  meet  with  favor 
from  the  Federal  Executive  was  Expected,  more  especially 
as  Congress  had  made  a  specific  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
pose. I  will  not  attempt  to  conceal  the  mortification  I 
have  realized,  that  no  reply  has  been  made  to  that  com- 
munication, nor  any  measures  taken,  so  far  as  my  inform- 
ation extends,  for  effecting  the  object  proposed. 

It  now  remains,  that  in  the  exercise  of  that  faithfulness 
for  which  I  stand  solemnly  pledged  to  the  people  of  Maine, 
I  should  again  commend  to  the  attention  of  the  National 
Executive  this  apparently  unwelcome  but  really  import- 
ant subject. 

I'  have  dierefore  the  honor  again  to  request  that  the 
President  will  cause  the  treaty  line  upon  the  northeastern 
limits  of  Maine  to  be  run  and  marked,  and  I  cannot  but 
hope  that,  on  a  re-examination  of  the  subject,  your  excel- 
lency will  concur  with  this  State  in  relation  to  the  rigbt- 
fufhess  and  the  necessity  of  the  measure  proposed,  as  well 
as  to  all  the  remedies  to  be  adopted  for  restoring  to  Maine 
the  invaluable  rights  fronf  whioh  she  has  so  long  been  de- 
barred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your 
obedient  servant,  ROBERT  P.  DUN  LAP. 

To  his  ExceHenpy  Mabtiic  Yah  Burek, 

President  of  the  United  States, 

DiPABTMKKT  or  StATX, 

WoMhington,  August  17,  1637. 

fibrs :  Your  letter  of  the  3dih  ultimo,  to  the  President, 
was  duly  received,  ft  has  been  •referred  to  this  Deptrt- 
Bient,  with  instructions  to  make  a  suitable  reply. 

Your  excellency  is  of  opinion  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment  has,  fDr  a  series  of  years,  failed  to  protect  the  State 
of  Miiina  in  the  exercise  of  her  jurisdictional  Kghts  to  the 
extent  of  her  boundary,  and  complains  that  these  rights 
have  been,  in  consequence  thereof,  subverted,  the  lands  of 
the  State  ravaged  of  their  moat  valuable  productions,  and 
her  citizens  subjected  to  imprisonment  in  a  foreign  jail. 
Your  excellency  particularly  objects  to  the  course  of  the 
Federal  Government  for  having,  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  State,  put  entirely  at  hazard  the  title  of  Maine,  admit- 
ted by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  be  perfect 
to  the  territory  in  question,  by  the  resort  to  diplomatic  dis- 
cuBsioDa,  treaty  arrangements,  and  foreign  arbitration,  in 
which  Maine  was  not  pennitted  to  speak;  for  having  en- 
tered into  a  stipulation,  without  her  consent,  purporting 
to  preclude  the  State  from  retaining  her  rightful  junsdic- 
tion,  pending  a  negotiation,  and  for  the  continuance  of  it 
after  that  negotiation  was  supposed  to  have  been  conclud- 
ed ;  and  for  an  omission,  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  of 
the  United  Stales,  to  comply  with  an  application  of  the 
Slate^  made  through  her  Legislature,  to  have  the  boundary 


line  between  Maine  and  the  British  North  Ameiicsn  pos« 
aessions  explored,  surveyed,  and  monuments  erected  thm- 
on,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  conferred  on  the  Pru- 
dent by  Congress,  and  of  a  request  made  by  your  excel- 
lency, which  is  now  renewed. 

The  views  which  your  excellency  has  been  pletwd  to 
take  of  the  subject  at  this  time,  embrace  measursi^  soow 
of  which  have  long  since  ceased  to  be  operative,  and  mdi 
back  to  the  propriety  of  the  stipulations  enured  ialo  by 
the  treaty  of  Ghent ;  also,  of  the  subsequent  negotittisn 
designed  to  bring  those  stipulations  to  a  satisfactory  rendt, 
in  the  mode  prescribed  by  that  treaty— that  of  arbitremeot 
It  being,  as  your  excellency  states,  the  opinion  of  Maiiw 
that  those  proceedings  were  unjust  and  unwise,  it  ii,  ia  i 
matter  in  which  she  is  so  deeply  interested,  her  Qodoubt- 
ed  right  to  say  so;  yet  the  President  thinks  that  he  caoool 
be  mistaken  in  believing  that  no  practical  good  can,  it 
tbia  time,  be  expected  from  discussion  between  the  Fed- 
eral and  State  Governments  upon  thoee  points.  Thaltlii 
measures  referred  to  have  not  been  as  fortunsU  in  thtir 
results  as  was  hoped,  is  entirely  true,  but  your  exedkacy 
may  nevertheleaa  be  assured  that  they  had  their  origia  ia 
a  sincere  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  GovenMO^ 
to  disciiarge  all  iu  duties  towards  the  State  of  Maiae  Mt 
member  of  the  Union,  and  were  reaorted  to  in  the  fall  be- 
lief that  her  juat  rigbta  would  be  promoted  by  thdr  silop- 
tion.  .    . 

In  speaking  of  the  reatrietiona  impoeed  upon  Mnoe  ■ 
reclaiming  her  rightful  jurisdiction,  your  exceiiency  doulfr 
lessly  refers  to  the  undeistunding  between  the  Fedsril  Gof- 
emment  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  that  each  party  ehoold 
abstain  from  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  the  di*po»d 
territory  during  the  pendency  of  negotiation.  Unleii  ilbi 
correct  to  say  that  the  controversy  was  one  that  did  not  tdinil 
of  negotiation,  and  that  the  duty  of  the  Federal  GovernmeBt 
consisted  only  in  an  immediate  reaoft  to  maiotaio  the  con- 
struction put  by  itself  upon  its  own  rigbta  and  those  of  tbi 
State  of  Maine,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  reaaonsbie  ob- 
jection to  such  an  arrangement  aa  that  alluded  to,  wbetber 
it  be  viewed  in  respect  to  the  interesta  or  the  pacific  inl 
just  characters  of  the  respective  Governments.  That  tbii 
arrangement  was  not  abrogated  at  the  period  at  whiefayeff 
excellency  ia  understood  to  suppose  that  it  ought  to  bi«i 
been  done,  viz :  upon  the  failure  of  a  settlement  of  the  can- 
troversy  by  arbitration,  is  explained  by  eventa  of  tub*" 
queni  occurrence.  When  the  award  of  the  arbitrator  wj 
submitted  by  the  late  Preaadeot  to  Uie  Senata  of  the  UnM 
State,  that  body  refused  ita  advkc  and  conseBt  to  ibt 
execution  of  the  award,  and  pasaed  a  reaolntion  lecoa- 
mending  to  him  to  open  a  new  negotiation  with  wm 
Britain  for  the  ascertainment  of  the  boundary  acooidimli 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  1788.  That  negoiiaiioo  ^•"Jjj 
with  entered  upon  by  the  Executive^  is  still  pendiiigi  *■ 
has  been  prosecuted  with  unremiiting  aasidui^*  '^ '  !^ 
der  such  circumetances  that  the  Federal  Executive  hae» 
cided  upon  a  continued  compliance  with  the  •ntOs***"' 
referred  to,  and  has  insisted  aleo  upon  ita  observance  on  the 
pari  of  Great  Britain.  ^ 

Considerations  of  a  similar  nature  have  mdaesd  tM 
Preaident  to  refrain  hitherto  from  exerciaing  thediacreiiM- 
ary  authority  with  which  he  is  invested,  to  cause  thebeoi' 
dary  line  in  dispute  to  be  explored,  surveyed,  and  inoao- 
menta  to  be  erected  thereon.  Coinciding  with  the  (jo^e^ 
ment  of  Maine  on  the  question  of  the  true  boootUry  w- 
twecn  the  British  provinces  and  the  State,  the  Pre«dtf«" 
yet  bound  by  duty  to  consider  the  claim  which  haa  be« 
set  up  by  a  foreign  Power  in  amity  with  the  United  Stateii 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  the  negotiation  nr  »| 
adjustment  of  that  claim  has  been  transmitted  to  ^-J* 
could  not  be  useful  to  examine  the  foundation  of  the  Bntin 
claim  in  a  letter  to  your  excellency.  Respect  for  the  as- 
thorities  of  a  friendly  nation  compels  as  to  fldmit  thai  ivf 
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uve  persQftded  tbemaelvef  that  their  claim  is  jaatly  ground-  I 
mL  However  that  may  be^  the  prevent  President  of  the 
L'oited  States,  upon  entering  on  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
»f  bis  office^  found  that  a  distinct  proposition  had  been 
DUule  by  his  professor  for  the  purpose  of  amicably  settling 
this  long-disputed  controversy,  to  which  no  answer  has  yet 
been  received.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  President 
iras  not  able  to  satisfy  himiielf,  however  anxious  to  gratify 
the  people  and  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  that  a  step  like 
that  recommended  by  Ihem  could  be  usefully  or  properly 
taken. 

The  clause  containing  the  specific  appropriation  made 
by  die  last  Congress,  for  exploring,  surveying,  and  mark- 
ing certain  portions  of  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  your  excellency  alludes,  is  by  no 
msaos  Imperative  in  iu  character.  The  simple  legislative 
act  of  placing  a  sum  of  money  under  the  control  of  the  Er- 
ectttive  for  a  designated  object,  is  not  understood  to  be  a 
direction  that  it  naust  in  any  event  be  immediately  applied 
to  the  prosecution  of  that  object.  On  the  contrary,  so  far 
from  implying  that  the  end  in  view  is  to  be  attained  at  all 
bsiardiy  it  is  belie\*ed  that  it  merely  vests  a  discretionary 
power  in  the  President  to  carrry  out  the  views  of  Congress, 
00  his  own  responsibility,  should  contingencies  arise  to 
toder  expedient  the  proposed  expenditure. 

tender  existing  circumstances^ the  President  deems  it 
proper  to  wait  for  the  definitive  answer  of  the  British  Gov- 
•rnmeot  to  the  last  proposition  offered  by  ihe  United  States : 
when  received,  a  further  communication  to  your  excellency 
my  be  found  proper ;  and  if  so^  will  be  made  without  an- 
ncceasary  delay. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  to  assure  your  excellency  that  the 
oOMtAon  to  reply  to  your  commoniaUion  forwarding  to  this 
Dopartment  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislatare  of  Maine,  did 
no^  in  any  degree,  arise  either  from  a  want  of  respect  for 
their  wishes,  or  for  the  wishes  of  your  excellency,  or  from 
ixfiiereace  to  the  interests  of  the  State.  When  these  reeo- 
latbns  were  received,  there  was  every  reason,  at  no  dietant 
^yi  to  expect  what  is  now  daily  looked  for,  a  definitive 
ioswef  to  the  proposition  just  alluded  to,  to  which  the  at- 
tention of  the  British  Government  had  been  again  forcibly 
invited  about  the  time  (hose  resolutions  were  on  their  paa- 
•HO.  Under  this  expectation,  a  reply  to  the  application 
Crom  Maine  was  temporarily  delayed ;  the  more  readily,  as^ 
tboiit  the  time  of  iu  reception,  the  Representatives  of 
Haine,  acting  in  reference  to  one  of  those  resolutions,  had 
a  full  and  free  conversation  with  the  President.  The  most 
neent  proceedings  relative  to  the  question  of  boundary 
wer»  shewn  to  them  in  this  Department  by  his  directions, 
vA  the  occasion  thus  afforded  was  cheerfully  embraced  of 
•flering  frank  and  unreserved  explanations  of  the.  Presi- 
dnit*i  views. 

Of  the  recent  events  which  have  called  the  attention  of 
the  State  of  Maine  to  the  guestion  of  the  northeastern 
Wmdary,  and  which  have  been  brought  by  it  to  the  notice 
of  the  President,  one,  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr. 
9'^ly>  has  already  been  made  the  subject  of  communica- 
^  with  your  excellency.  All  that  it  was  competent  for 
the  Federal  Executive  to  do,  has  been  done.  Redress  has 
^  demanded,  will  be  insisted  upon,  and  is  expected, 
from  that  authority  from  whom  alone  redress  can  properly 
^  •OQght.  The  President  has  followed  the  same  course 
^  was  pursued  by  one  of  his  predecessors,  and  which  was 
viderjtood  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  State  of  Maine  under 
Qvenmstancee  of  a  somewhat  similar  character,  la  re- 
^^  to  the  other-^the  projected  constniction  of  a  railroad 
Wtween  St  Andrew's  and  Quebeo^a  representation  has 
^  tddreeaed  to  the  British  Government,  etating  that  the 
PMpoied  measure  b  ineoneialent  with  the  understanding 
ywten  the  two  Governmento  ta  preserve  the  ttatuM  quo 
it  the  disputed  territoiy  until  the  question  of  boundary  bo 
>^bctoiily  adjusted,  remooiUating  against  the  project  as 


contrary  to  the  American  claim,  and  demanding  a  suspen^ 
sion  of  all  further  movementa  in  execution  of  it.  No  an- 
swer has  yet  been  received  to  this  communication.  From 
an  informal  cdnvcrsation  between  the  British  minister  at 
Wafhington  and  myself,  at  the  Department  of  State,  the 
President  is,  however,  firm  in  the  conviction  that  the  at- 
tempt to  make  the  road  in  question  will  not  be  farther 
prosecuted. 

I  am,  in  conclusion,  directed  to  in<orm  you  that  however 
unbounded  may  be  the  confidence  of  the  Legislature  and 
people  of  Maine  in  the  justice  of  their  claim  to  the  boun- 
dary contended  for  by  the  United  States,  the  President's  is 
not  less  so ;  and  your  excellency  may  rest  assured  that  no 
exertions  have  beim,  or  shall  be,  spared  on  hb  part,  to 
bring  to  a  favorable  and  speetly  termination  a  question  in- 
volving interesU  so  highly  important  to  Maine  imd  to  the 
Union? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  &.c. 

JOHN  FORSVTH. 

Hii  Excellency  Ron  car  P.  Duitlap, 

Governor  of  Maine, 


DKPjkaTMixT  OP  Statp, 

WaMngtim,  August  25,  18S7. 

Sia  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency, 
by  direction  of  the  President,  the  copy  of  a  note  from  the 
British  ministar  at  Washington,  dated  yesterday,  stating 
that  the  Government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  direct  the  immediate  discontinuance,  by  the  col- 
onial anthorlties  of  Lower  Canada  and  New  Brunswick, 
respectively,  of  all  operations  connected  with  the  projected 
railroad  Iwtween  the  cities  of  Quebec  and  St.  Andrew*s. 

Mr.  Fox  took  occasion,  on  Wednesday  last,  to  inform 
me  that  Mr.  Greely  had  been  discharged  from  imprison* 
ment  at  Frederickton ;  a  fact  of  which,  doubtlessly,  your 
excellency  has  been  sometime  since  apprized. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  8ic. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Hb  Excellency  RoataT  P.  Dvxlap, 

Governor  of  Maine. 

Dbpabtmsht  op  Stats, 

Wathtngton^  March  83,  1837. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  S:ata  of  the  United 
States,  haa  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  in- 
^to  the  attention  of  Mr.  Fox,  hb  Britannic  Majeety's  en- 
voy extraordinary  and  ministar  plenipotentiary,  to  a  sobjeot 
which,  from  its  high  importance,  demands  the  prompt  con* 
sideration  of  his  Majesty's  Government. 

It  appears  from  representations  and  documenta  recently 
rccttved  at  the  Department  of  State^  that  a  number  of  in- 
habitanta  of  the  town  of  St.  Andrew's^  in  New  Brunswick, 
associated  themselves  together,  in  the  year  1886,  by  the 
name  of  the  St.  Andrew's  and  Quebec  Railroad  Aasocia- 
tion,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  into  public  notice  the 
practicability  of  constructing  a  railway  between  those  porta ; 
and  that  sundry  resolution*  were  passed  in  furtherance  of 
this  object ;  that  the  project  was  sanctioned  and  patronised 
by  the  Governor- in-chief  of  Britbh  North  America,  tho 
Lieutanant  Governors  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia, 
and  the  Legislatures  and  people  of  the  provinces  of  Lower 
Canada  and  New  Brunswick ;  that  the  route  of  the  propo- 
sed railroad  had  been  explored  as  far  as  the  head-waters  of 
the  St.  John  river  by  surveyors  employed  by  the  associa- 
tion ;  that  an  act  has  actually  pass^  the  Legblaturo  of  New 
Brunswick  incorporating  thb  company :  and  that  a  similar 
act  was  expected  te  be  passed  in  Lower  Canada ;  that  lettera 
were  addressed  to  the  boards  of  trade  of  Quebec  and  Mon- 
treal, requesting  their  co-operatiun ;  thatt  hese  coromunica- 
tiona  were  fiivorably  received ;  and  that  petitions  had  been 
forwarded  te  hb  Britannic  Majesty,  signed  by  committees  of 


no 
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Ibe  association,  and  ))y  inhabitants  of  the  cities  of  Quebec 
and  Montreal,  soliciting  the  construction  of  a  railway  be- 
tween the  ports  above-named,  or  the  extension  of  royal  aid 
and  protection  to  the  petitioners  in  the  proposed  under- 
taking. 

Without  allowing  himself  for  a  moment  to  believe  that 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  will  in  any  manner 
countenance  the  projected  railroad  from  St.  Andrew's  to 
Quebec,  when  the  slightest  inspection  of  the  map  of  the 
country  which  it  crosses  will  show  that  its  intended  loca- 
tion would  be,  for  a  great  portion  of  the  route,  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  territory  in  dispute  between  th^  United 
States  and  Qreat  Britain,  the  President  yet  sees  cause  for 
painful  surprise  and  deep  regret  in  the  fact  that  the  civil 
authorities  of  his  Majesty's  provinces  on  our  Northeastern 
borders  should  have  lent  their  encouragement  to,  or  slipuld, 
in  anywise,  have  promoted  an  undertaking  which,  if  per- 
severed in,  will  inevitably  lead  to  the  most  disastrous  con- 
sequences. The  object  of  the  association,  from  its  incep> 
tion,  was  objectionable ;  since  it  could  only  be  effected  by 
entering  upon  territory  the  title  to  which  was  controvorted 
and  unsettled ;  a  proceeding  which  could  not  fail  to  be  of- 
fensive to  the  Qovemment  and  people  of  the  United  States. 
Still  more  unjustifiable  was  the  act  of  sovereignty  giving  to 
this  company  corporate  powers  over  property  known  to  be 
claimed  by  citizens  of  a  friendly  and  neighboring  State, 
and  which  constituted  at  the  time  the  subject  of  an  amica- 
ble negotiation  between  the  Government  of  his  Majesty  and 
that  of  the  United  States.  The  President  regrets  to  see 
in  this  step  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  provincial  authori- 
ties and  subjects,  a  most  exceptionable  departure  from  the 
principle  of  continuing  to  abstain,  during  the  progress  of 
negotiation,  from  any  extension  of  the  exercise  of  jurisdic- 
tion within  the  disputed  territory  on  either  side;  the  pro- 
priety of  which  has  been  hitherto  so  sedulously  inculcated 
and  so  distinctly  acquiesced  in  by  both  parties.  An  under- 
standing that  this  principle  should  be  observed  by  them, 
was  the  natural  result  of  the  respective  positions  and  pa- 
cific intentions  of  the  two  Governments,  and  could  alone 
prevent  the  exercise  uf  asserted  rights  by  force.  Without 
it,  the  end  of  alT  negotiation  on  the  subject  would  have  been 
defeated.  If,  therefore,  nothing  had  been  said  by  either 
party  relative  to  such  an  understanding,  it  would  have  been 
proper  to  infer  that  a  tacit  agreement  to  that  effect  existed 
between  the  two  Governments.  But  the  correspondence 
between  thcni  is  sufficiently  full  and  explicit  to  prevent  all 
misconception.  The  views  of  both  Governments  in  re<« 
spect  to  it  will  be  found  in  the  letters  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to.  the  minister  of  Great  Britain,  dated  the  18th  of 
January,  1826,  9th  of  January,  Uth  of  March,  and  11th  of 
May,  1829;  and  of  the  British  minister  to  the  Secretary  of 
Slate,  dated  15th  of  November,  and  2d  of  December, 
1825;  16th  of  January,  1827;  18th  of  February,  and  25th 
of  March,  1828;  and  Uth  of  April,  1833;  as  well  as  in 
other  communications,  which  it  is  deemed  needless  now  to 
designate. 

The  undersigned  is  directed  by  the  President  to  inform 
Mr.  Fox  that  the  proeecution  of  the  enterprise  above  refer- 
red to  will  be  regarded  by  this  Government  as  a  deliberate 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States  to  the  ter- 
ritory in  question,  and  as  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of 
jurisdiction  tlierein  by  the  British  Government ;  and  the 
undersigned  is  instructed  lo  urge  the  prompt  adoption  of 
such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  most  appropriate  by  his 
Majesty's  Government,  to  suspend  any  further  movements 
in  execution  of  the  proposed  railroad  from  St.  Andrew's  to 
Quebec,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pending  negotiations 
between  the  two  Governments  relative  lo  the  northeastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States. 

The  proceedings  above  alluded  to,  considered  in  connex- 
ion with  incidents  on  other  parts  of  the  disputed  boundary 
line,  well  knotro  to  his  Majesty's  ministers,  would  seem  to 


render  it  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  those  liM 
and  friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries  whkk 
both  Governmenta  are  so  sincerely  anxious  to  preserve,  (hit 
they  should  come  to  a  speedy  adjustment  of  the  subjfct 
The  recent  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Maine,  to  vrhich  tbs 
projected  railroad  from  St.  Andrew's  to  Qaebec  pve  m^ 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  tbe 
line  established  by  the  treaty  of  1783  to  be  run,  and  moo- 
umentfl  to  be  established  thereon,  and  the  approprittion  of 
$20,000  by  Congress,  at  their  late  session,  to  enabk  the 
Executive  to  carry  that  request  into  effect,  with  a  tubie- 
quent  earnest  application  from  the  representatives  of  Mtine 
for  an  immediate  compliance  with  it,  afford  additioDil  in- 
centives fo  exertion  to  bring  tiiis  controversy  to  a  coodD- 
sion,  not  to  be  disregarded  by  the  President  of  tltt  United 
States. 

The  President,  thereAire,  awaits  with  great  anxittjr  &t 
decision  of  his  Majesty's  Government  on  the  pruposition 
made  by  the  undersigned  te  his  Majesty's  charge  d'affiiin  it 
Washington,  in  February,  1836,  suggesting  the  riferSL 
John's  from  its  mouth  to  its  source,  as  an  eligible  and  eoa* 
venient  line  of  boundary.  No  small  degree  of  disappoint' 
ment  has  been  felt  that  this  decision,  already  long  expect* 
ed,  has  not  been  given ;  but  the  hope  Is  entertained  Out 
the  result  of  this  protracted  deliberation  will  prove  fiTorabk 
to  the  wishes  of  the  President;  and  that,  even  if  that  prop- 
osition be  not  acceded  to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  some  deii- 
nitive  offer,  looking  to  a  prompt  termination  of  the  contro- 
versey,  will  be  made  without  further  delay. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Fox  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  consideratioo. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Hkitbt  S.  Fox,  Esq., 

Minister  FUnipotentiary,  4c. 

WAaHTWGTOir,  Marek  28,  1W7. 

The  undersigned,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  envoy  exln- 
ordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  has  had  the  botw 
to  receive  the  official  note,  addressed  to  him  under  date  d 
the  28d  instant,  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  SecreUry  of  Stale  of  the 
United  States,  upon  the  subject  of  information  received  bf 
the  United  States  Government  of  a  projected  railroad  \^ 
tweeu  the  cities  of  Quebec  and  St  Andrew's,  and  opo> 
certain  other  matters  connected  with  Uie  question  of  An 
boundary  line  lietween  the  United  States  and  the  Brituh 
possessions  in  North  America. 

The  undersigned,  in  accordance  with  the  wiehen  of  tbc 
President,  signified  in  Mr.  Forsyth's  official  note,  will  dJ 
fail  immediately  to  convey  that  note  to  the  knowledge  cf 
his  Government  at  home ;  and  he  entertains  no  doubt  tw 
his  Majesty's  Government  will  proceed  to  the  considenji* 
of  the  several  matters  therein  contained,  with  the  eerfw* 
and  ready  attention  that  their  importance  deiervei. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  re- 
new to  Mr.  Forsyth  the  assurance  of  his  high  eateem  m 
consideration. 

H.  8.  W^' 

Hon.  Join  Forstth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Wasbiitqtox,  Augttsti^,  1837. 
Stir:  With  reference  to  the  official  note  which,  hyjf^ 
rection  of  the  President,  you  addressed  tomeoD  theSSdot 
March  last,  respecting  a  projected  railroad  ****•*" JJ 
citiea  of  Quebec  and  St.  Andrew's,  which,  it  was  appr«h<*t 
ed,  would,  if  carried  into  effect,  traverse  a  part  <>^^^f^ 
tory  at  present  in  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  iv 
United  States,  I  am  now  enabled  to  inform  you  iki<>  " 
consideration  of  the  arguments  and  observations  contniow 
in  your  note,  her  Majesty's  Qovernnient  has  *««»JJ^ 
to  direct  the  colonial  autlMMriiies  of  Lower  Canada  Mo'^^ 
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mpectkcly,  to  cause  al)  operations  connected 
with  Uie  sboTe-inentinDed  project^  within  the  limiu  of  the 
dispund  territory,  to  be  immediately  discontinued. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  dec, 

H.  8.  FOX. 
Hon.  Jon  IT  Fosstth,  Secrttary  of  Slaie, 

Mr.  SUuenson  to  Lord  Pai/nerMton. — Extract. 

The  undersigned  will  avail  himself  of  the  occasion  to  re- 
mind Lord  Palmerslon  of  the  urgency  which  exists  for  the 
immediate  and  final  adjustment  of  this  long-pending  con- 
troversy, [respecting  the  northeastern  boundary,]  and  the 
increased  obstacles  which  will  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  its 
harmonious  settlement  by  these  repeated  collisions  of  au- 
thority, and  the  exercise  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  by  either 
party  within  the  disputed  territory. 

He  begs  leave,  also,  to  repeat  to  his  lordship  assurances 
of  (he  earnest  and  unabated  desire  which  the  President  feels, 
that  the  controversy  should  be  speedily  and  amicably  set^ 
tied,  and  to  express  the  anxiety  with  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  tlie  United  States  is  waiting  tbe  promised  decision 
of  her  Majesty's  Government  upon  the  proposition  submit- 
ted to  it  as  far  back  as  July,  1836,  and  which  tlie  under- 
signed had  been  led  to  believe  would  long  since  have  been 
given ;  and  he  has  been  further  directed  to  say,  that  should 
this  proposition  be  disopprovcd,  the  President  entertains 
the  hope  that  some  new  one,  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's 
Government,  will  immediately  be  made  for  the  Dual  and 
lavorable  termination  of  this  protracted  and  deeply- exciting 
cootrorersy. 

The  undersigned  begs  Lord  Palmerston  to  receive  re- 
newed assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  8TEVEN80N. 

23  Portland  Place,  August  10,  1837. 


DUTY  BOxNDS-RBNEWAL  OF,  8cc. 


LtUtr  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  tratumitting 
the  tn/ifr motion,  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  JUpresentafives  of  the  %6th  irutant,  in  relation  to 
ih€  number  of  duty  Oonds  which  will  be  renewed  or  ex- 
tended,  and  the  charges  thereon,  if  the  bill  wlUch  has 
passed  the  Senate,  giving  further  time,  shall  become  a 
law.    September  39,  1 837,  read  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

TnBASuRT  TyztkntHTtTiT J  September  26,  1637. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  26th  instant,  directing  the  Secretary 
of  tbe  Treasury  to  furnish  **  a  statement  of  the  probable 
number  of  bonds  that  wilt  be  renewed  or  extended  under 
the  operation  of  the  bill  which  has  recently  passed  the  Sen- 
ate, giving  further  time  on  duty  bonds  should  the  same  be- 
come a  law ;  also,  what  fees  or  charges,  if  any,  are  required 
on  the  renewal  or  extension  of  such  bonds,  and  whether 
such  fees  or  charges  can  with  propriety  be  reduced,"  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  from 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  which  furnishes  the  informa- 
tion required. 

I  concur  with  that  oflicer  in  his  views  as  to  the  fees  which 
should  be  allowed  to  the  district  attorneys. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Hota.  J.  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


OrricB  or  tms  Solicitor  op  the  TacAsvar, 

September  27,  1837. 

8ia :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  resolution  of  the 
Hooae  of  Representatives  of  the  26th  instant,  reftrred  by 


you  to  this  office,  and  requesting  <<  a  statement  of  the  prob- 
able number  of  the  bonds  that  will  be  renewed  or  extended 
under  the  operation  of  the  bill  which  has  recently  passed  tbe 
Senate  giving  further  time  on  duty  bonds,  should  the  same 
become  a  law ;  also,  what  fees  or  charges,  if  any,  are  re- 
quired on  the  renewal  or  extension  of  such  ^onds,  and 
whether  such  fees  or  charges  can,  with  propriety,  be  re- 
duced." 

In  reply  to  the  6rst  inquiry,  I  have  testate  that  the  whole 
number  of  custom-house  bonds  reported  by  the  collectors  as 
delivered  toihe  several  district  attorneys  of  the  United  Stales 
since  the  12th  of  May  last,  is  8, 180.  Of  these,  it  appears 
by  the  records  o(  this  office,  that  694  have  been  since  paid ; 
on  408  suits  have  been  instituted ;  4, 162  have  been  actually 
renewed  or  extended;  2,786  are  reported  by  the  district 
attorney  of  New  York  fee  be  in  process  of  extension,  that 
is  to  say,  application  for  postponement  of  suit  has  been  made 
by  the  parties,  but  the  necessary  bonds  not  being  completed, 
the  actual  extensioii  has  not  been  reported  to  this  office ; 
and  the  residue,  being  28 1,  executed  ot  other  ports  than 
New  York,  are  also  in  process  of  extension  or  in  suit,  the 
respective  district  attorneys  not  having  made  their  final 
reports  in  relation  thereto.  Among  these  bonds  are  not 
included  any  that  may  have  fallen  due  at  the  port  of  New 
York  during  the  present  month,  none  such  having  been 
reported  by  the  collector  as  delivered  to  the  district  attorney. 
It  is  impossible  to  form  any  calculation,  from  the  means  in 
my  possession,  of  the  number  of  these  outstanding  bonds 
which  the  parties  will  again  desire  to  have  renewed  or  ex- 
tended, should  the  bill  in  question  become  a  law. 

In  reply  to  the^ecoud  inquiry,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have 
received  several  applications  from  district  attorneys,  and 
from  persons  indebted  to  the  United  States  on  custom-housa 
bonds,  inquijrhig  what  compensation  was  to  be  paid  to  the 
former,  where  the  institution  of  suit  was  postponed  on  the 
bonds,  either  before  or  after  they  were  due,  in  pursuance 
of  the  instructions  issued  from  this  office  on  the  15th  May 
last  My  reply,  afler  consultation  with  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, has  been,  that,  as  the  fees  to  be  charged  by  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  are  chiefly  regulated,  under  the  act  of 
Congress^  by  the  State  laws,  tbe  compensation  of  the  dis« 
trict  attorney  depends  on  them  for  all  services  thereby  re- 
quired ;  and  that  for  such  as  are  not,  he  is  entitled  to  reason- 
able remuneration.  I  was  aware  of  no  authority  in  this 
office  to  interfere ;  but  referred  the  parties,  in  every  case 
where  they  might  think  any  costs  were  improperly  charged, 
to  the  district  judge,  as  tbe  person  vested  by  law  with  full 
authority  over  the  subject. 

Finding  no  general  rule  bad  been  established  by  my  pre- 
decessor, in  regard  to  what  might  be  considered  a  just 
remuneration,  where  there  were  no  costs  taxable  by  law  ; 
and  being  desirous  to  submit  tbe  matter  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Attorney  General.  I  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the 
several  district  attorneys,  inquiring  **  whether  any  and  what 
amount  of  costs  for  these  services  have  been  taxed  or  allow- 
ed in  their  districts  by  the  district  judge ;  whether  any  and 
what  costs  are  allowed  for  them  by  the  fee  bill  under  which 
costs  of  suit  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  are  there 
usually  taxed ;  or,  if  none  such  have  been  so  sllow^d  or 
provided  for,  whether  any  or  what  provision  applicable  to 
the  same  is  found  in  the  State  fee  bill,  in  operation  either 
at  the  date  of  the  judiciary  act  or  at  present." 

To  nearly  all  these  circulars  I  have  received  replica;  and 
I  have  caused  an  abstract  of  the  whole  of  them  to  he  pre- 
pared, which  is  aent  herewith,  and  affords  the  fullest  state- 
ment in  my  power  to  communicate,  of  the  **  fees  or  charges 
that  have  been  required  on  the  renewal  or  extension  of  cus- 
tom-house bonds."  It  wilAc  perceived  that  in  no  Slate, 
except  New  York  and  AUbtma,  are  any  costs  allowed  by 
law  to  an  attorney  previous  to  the  institution  of  suit ;  that, 
in  a  few  of  the  States,  costs  allowed  on  the  institution  of 
suit  are  less  if  the  proceedings  end  before  the  first  teiim  of 
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Rtntival  qf  Duty  Bonds, 


the  court,  ratarn  of  the  writ,  or  appearanoe  of  the  defend- 
ant, than  if  further  continued ;  but  that,  in  moat  caaei, 
there  ia  a  certain  aum  fixed  aa  the  attorney'a  fee,  which  ia 
taxable  without  diminution  at  the  completion  of  the  aait. 
In  no  State,  except  New  York,  ia  there  any  proviaion  by 
law  for  the  compenaation  of  an  attorney  for  preparing 
agreeoienta  and  documente  into  which  the  partiea  to  whom 
indulgence  is  granted  have  been  required  to  enter. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  whether  auch  feea  or  chargoa  can 
with  propriety  be  reduced,  I  have  to  obaerve  that  it  ia 
highly  expedient  that  some  definite  and  uniform  provision 
ahonld  be  made  by  Congress  on  the  subject.  None  such 
now  exists.  In  some  cases  no  charge  w}iatever  baa  been 
made  by  the  district  attorney  for  the  aervicee  rendered,  in 
the  belief  that  one  would  be  established  before  the  payment 
of  the  bonds,  so  as  Uj  be  included  therein.  The  labor  re- 
quired from  district  attorneys  is  very  considerable,  more, 
Indeed,  than  is  usual  in  obtaining  judgment  in  an  undis- 
puted suit.  The  examination  of  the  propriety  of  poatpone- 
ment,  the  inquiry  into  the  sufficiency  of  new  security,  and 
the  preparation  and  execution  of  the  new  obligation,  are 
responsible,  and  in  the  larger  ports  very  onerous  duties. 
In  the  other  cases,  where  charges  have  been  made  for  per- 
forming these  duties,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  va- 
riea  considerably  in  the  difbrent  Statea,  although  the  ser- 
vice performed  is  everywhere  the  same.  These  ctrcuoD- 
atances  mske  it  impossible  to  suggest  any  general  rule  of 
reduction.  Such  discrepancies  certainly  should  not  exist. 
The  rule  of  allowance  in  each  caae  should  at  all  events  be 
uniform  and  fixed  by  law.  Perhaps  it  would  be  just  that, 
in  every  instance  where  the  extension  i*  requested  by  the 
parties  to  a  bond,  the  same  fees  should  be  allowed  aa  are 
provided  by  law,  on  the  termination  of  a  auit  before  the 
return  of  the  writ ;  or,  if  there  be  no  such  pi:ovision,  such 
fees  ss  the  district  judge  may  deem  reasonable  for  the  ser- 
vice performed. 

I  have  Iho  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  H.  D.  GILPIN, 

Solictor  of  the  Treasury, 
To  the  Hon.  Levi  Wooubcht, 

Secretary  of  f fie  Treasury, 


Abstract  of  the  answers  of  the  district  attorneys  to  a  cfr- 
etdar  of  the  Sulicitor  of  the  Treasury,  dated  July  13, 
1837,  relative  to  the  compensation  to  which  they  are 
entitled  by  the  laws  of  the  Stale,  or  the  fee  bill  under 
which  costs  are  usuaUy  taxed  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  their  several  districts,  for  postponing  or 
renewing  duty  bonds,  under  the  instructions  from  the 
Solicitor  oftfie  Treasury  of  the  ibth  of  May ^  1837. 

District  of  Maine, — ^No  provision  is  made  by  any  law 
of  the  State  for  the  compensaiion  of  attorneys  in  cases  be- 
lore  suit  commenced.  In  cases  continued  or  postponed 
after  suit  commenced,  the  allowance  by  the  State  fbe  bill 
is  33  cents  for  every  ten  miles  of  travel  to  attend  court, 
reckoning  each  way,  and  33  cents  per  day  for  attendance 
at  court.  No  fee  fur  postponing  duty  bonds  haa  been 
charged  by  the  district  attorney,  or  taxed  by  the  court,  and 
there  is  no  usage  or  practice  fixing  the  compensation  for 
auch  services. 

District  of  New  Hampshire. — No  provision  is  made  in 
any  law  or  fee  bill  in  force,  nor  by  any  usage,  for  compen- 
aation to  attorneys  beftre  the  institution  of  auit.  No 
charge  haa  been  made  by  the  district  attorneys  for  these 
acrvicos. 

District  of  Massachusetts, — There  was  not  at  the  dale 
of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789^or  is  there  since,  any  pro- 
vision in  the  fee  bill  of  this  Sute  for  the  fees  of  attorneys 
for  collection  of  demands  without  suit,  or  afVer  writ  made, 
if  the  action  is  settled  before  entry.  The  usage  has  been 
in  such  cases  to  chargi?  a  collecting  fee  to  the  debtor. 


Diairiet  of  Rhode  Jsion^— 'There  is  oo  pronMaftr 
auch  aarviees  fouad  in  the  State  §se  btU  in  opmtioiLitihi 
date  of  the  judiciary  act,  or  at  praaant.  No  fas  k«  baa 
charged  or  received  for  poatponing  these  bonds. 

District  of  Ctmneetteut. — Costi  are  not  tsxed  by  thi 
court,  except  in  caaea  where  a  judgment  is  rendeni 
Where  suit  is  conlmenced  and  process  issued,  and  the  nut- 
ter is  arranged  before  judgment,  the  costs  are  taxed,  lad 
received  by  the  attorney  who  inatitutes  the  suit,  and  «ay 
according  as  more  or  leaa  is  done.  The  fee  in  case  of  poit- 
ponement,  after  auit  commenced,  Is  about  $13;  incwflf 
poatponement  before  suit  about  $9  34.  For  exrcutinglbe 
necessary  writings  in  poatponing  duty  bonds,  a  fee  of  |8 
haa  been  charged  in  each  case. 

District  of  Vermont, — No  provision  ismadebyStrii 
law  or  fee  bill.  No  bonds  have  been  pof>tpoDed,  lad 
consequently  no  charge  made. 

District  of  New  York. — The  compensation  of  atteoa^ 
is  fixed  by  Stale  law  of  1799,  eatabBshing  fee  bill  n  fal- 
lows, viz:  Retaining  fee  in  every  casb  $3  63|,  andSTl 
cents  per  folio  for  drawing,  copying,  and  engrosangia* 
struments  prepared  for  the  extension  of  bonds.  Fora- 
tending  or  postponing  duty  bonda,  the  attorney  stalei  tbtf 
his  fee  under  this  law  is  in  every  case  $6  64 ;  bat  tfatf, 
in  all  caaes  where  the  bond  doea  not  exceed  the  fomflf 
^00,  he  has  deducted  one-third  of  his  legal  chaige. 

District  of  PennAylvanin.-^The  fees  allowed  by  Uwto 
attorneys  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  are  u  M- 
lows,  viz: 

1st.  For  Issuing  precept  for  commencement  ofaas'i 
entering  appearance,  &c.,  if  the  auit  is  ended  de/brt« 
during  the  sittmg  of  the  first  court,  $3  33. 

2d.  In  suits  commenced,  and  ended  after  fintcooitaJ 
before  judgment,  discontinuance,  or  non  pros,  the  faiths 
sum  of  $6  66. 

3d.  In  suits  prosecuted  to  judgment,  discontinuance,  s 
non  pros.  $B. 

The  above  are  the  fees  which  the  district  attoreey  is  al- 
lowed l»y  law  in  such  cases.  The  fee  charMdawli*' 
ceivcd  by  the  district  attorney  for  postponing  daty  boiA 
is  $3  33. 

Maryland.— The  laws  of  Maryland  allow  in  ewjoje 
an  appearance  fee  of  #10.  ft  ia  taxed  io  all  cases  ofniti 
without  increase  or  diminution,  and  never  dependt  ■ 
the  nature  or  amount  in  controversy.  The  fee  chaigedbf 
the  attorney  for  postponing  bonds,  where  the  debt  ezcM^ 
$300,  is  $10 ;  where  the  debt  is  $800,  or  leas,  |0. 

Virginia,^A  lee  of  $20  is  allowed  by  law  in  ill  ^ 
suits,  and  is  taxed  without  increase  or  diminution.  1v 
foe  charged  by  the  district  attorney  for  postpooiog  hem 
where  the  debt  exceeds  $300,  is  $10;  where  the  debt  i 
$300,  or  less,  $6. 

North  CaroUna.'-K  fee  of  $12  60  is  allowed  ifl« 
cases,  and  is  taxed  without  inereaae  or  diminatioD*  ^ 
fee  has  been  allowed  or .  charged  for  postponing  or  mh*' 
ing  bonds. 

South  Carolina, — No  provision  ia  made  by  the  Uw« 
this  State  for  such  service,  and  ift>  fee  haa  been  charged^ 
the  district  attorney,  or  allowed  by  the  district  judge.  Tii| 
attorney  expected  the  compensation  to  be  fixed  and  chaign 
at  the  lime  the  bonds  should  be  paid. 

Georgia. — No  provision  is  made  by  the  laws  of  Gt^S" 
for  such  service ;  and  no  fee  has  been  charged. 

Alabama.— The  district  attorney  states  that  a  feeof  $» 
is  taxed  and  allowed  by  the  district  judge  in  eteiy  ciie; 
that  the  attorney's  Iten  attaches  the  moment  a  bond  eon^ 
into  his  hands ;  and  that  the  district  judge  thinb  be  a 
entitled  under  the  laws  of  the  State  to  this  fee  for  po*- 
poning  duty  bonds,  under  the  circular  of  the  Selirit*- 

Louisi(ma.—^o  fee  is  allowed  attorneys  ^T  *^^^ 
under  which  costa  are  tax'ed  in  the  courts  of  the  Uaijw 
States  for  such  services,  and  no  provisioo  madcfof™ 
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cpnipensation.  Pormerly,  a  fee  of  $10  wai  allowed  to  the 
attorney  of  the  paity  prevailing  in  suita  in  the  pariah  and 
State  oourts ;  that  has  been  repealed,  and  there  is  now  no 
provision  in  such  cases.  No  charge  has  been  made  or  al- 
lowed for  postponing  duty  bonds  under  the  circular  of  the 
Solicitor. 


SUB-TREASURY  SYSTEM. 
li^tter  from  the  Searetary  of  the  Tretuury,  transmitting 
an  estimate  of  the  probable  eamenses  attendant  upon  a 
sub-Treasury  system,  September  30,  1837,  read  and 
laid  upon  the  table, 

T&ijLsiTBT  DiPABTXBVT,  September  80,  1837. 

Sir  :  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolution,  passed  on  the  S8th  instant,  and  re- 
eeived  at  the  Department  this  day  :  - 

*' Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 
quired to  furnbh  this  House  with  a  statement  of  the  num- 
wr  of  sub-treasuries  which  will  be  required,  it  the  bill 
iaiposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries  in  certain  cases 
on  public  officers  should  become  a  law ;  and  further,  how 
fflany  new  officers  must  be  created  ;  if  any,  how  many  new 
baihlingB  to  be  erected,  and  what  will  be,  as  nearly  as  he 
can  estinaato  if,  the  annual  expense  of  the  system ;  what 
the  salaries  to  be  paid  the  officers,  or  what  wiU  be  the  com- 
missions  to  which  they  will  be  entitled. " 

In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry,  I  would  state  that  I  have 
had  recurrence  to  the  printed  bill  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives **  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries  in 
certain  cases  on  public  officers,  and  for  other  purposes^" 
and  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  bill  referred  to  in  the  resolu- 
tion. Uoder  that  bill,  if  in  its  present  form  it  should  be- 
OMDe  a  law,  I  should  not  feel  authorized  to  appoint  any 
Dumber  of-^new  officers,"  whether  called  <^sttb-treasu- 
isn,"  or  otherwise,  and  created  either  to  keep  or  disburse 
the  public  money.  The  bill  seems  merely  .to  impose  fur- 
ther duties,  as  depotitaries,  on  the  officers  now  existing, 
and  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  customs  and  lands, 
and  in  the  Post  Office  and  mint.  The  number  of  those 
in  each  of  these  establuhments,  if  that  information  be  de* 
sired,  appears,  with  a  few  exceptions,  and  more  accurately 
than  could  otherwise  be  stated  without  delay,  in  the  last 
biennial  Register,  published  by  the  State  Department,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Congress,  and  to  which  I  would  respect- 
fully refer  for  that  purpose. 

As  to  the  second  inquiry,  it  may  be  observed  that,  in 
one  of  the  plans  suggested  by  this  Department  in  the  re- 

Sat  the  commencement  4>f  the  session,  it  was  proposed 
from  four  to  ten  «  new  officers,"  separate  from  and  in- 
(bpendent  of  those  now  in  existence,  might  be  authorized 
W>  act  as  commissioners,  or  keepers  of  the  public  money, 
it  those  important  points  where  it  should  accumulate  much 
beyond  ths  current  expenditures. 

But  that  plan  does  not  appear  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
bill  before  me.  ^ 

In  reply  to  the  third  question,  I  would  state  that  no 
"  new  buildings"  seem  to  be  contemplated  by  this  bill,  nor 
htva  any  been  considered  necessary  by  this  Department. 

In  answer  to  the  fourth  inquiry,  **  what  will  be,  as  near- 
ly as  ha  can  estimate  it,  the  annual  expense  of  the  system; 
what  the  salaries  to  be  paid  to  the  officers,  or  what  will  be 
ih«  commissions  to  which  they  will  be  entitled,"  the  follow- 
ing stateioent  is  presented  : 

As  the  bill  now  standa»  in  the  fourth  section,  an  allow- 
^ice  sxtats  whiob  covers  the  additioaal  expends  authorized 
lf§  its  provisiooa. 

That  allowance  is  not  considered  as  sanctioning  any  comr 
«isnons»  or  any  new  salaries,  to  any  of  the  keepers  of  the 
poUic  money. 

But  if  independent  commissioners  or  agents  had  been 
vtthoiiasdy  as  proposed  in  one  of  ths  plana  submitted  by 
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the  Department  for  consideration,  it  was  estimated  that 
their  number  would  be  only  from  four  to  ten,  and  their 
salaries  not  exceed  on  an  average  $2,000  annually,  with- 
out commissions. 

That  plan  not  being  adopted,  the  only  additional  expen- 
ses of  the  system  annually,  as  permitted  by  the  above  sec- 
tion in  the  present  bill,  would  be  "for  clerks,  fire-proof  chests 
or  vaults,  or  other  necessary  expenses  of  safe-keeping^ 
transferring,  and  disbursing  said  moneys." 

It  is  computed  that,  in  idl,  from  ten  to  twentj  addition- 
al clerks  may  be  necessary  at  the  most  important  points  of 
collection  and  disbursement.  As  the  warrants  paid  at  ths 
places  of  the  greatest  receipts  and  disbursements  do  not 
generally  exceed  four  or  five  per  dayi  that  number  of 
cleriu  will  probably  be  amply  sufficient. 

Fifteen  at  $1,000  salary  per  year  will  be  $15,000,  and 
it  is  not  supposed  that  the  compensation  need»  on  an 
average,  exceed  that  amount. 

At  a  similar  number  of  places  additional  iron  chests^ 
safes,  or  vaults  msy  be  necessary  ;  but,  as  they  now  exist 
at  several  ports  and  land  offices,  and  the  first  cost  of  them 
will  not  have  to  be  renewed  annually,  it  is  computed  that 
the  yearly  expense  for  these  will  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
$10,000. 

The  only  other  additional  expenses  contemplated  will  be 
some  small  items  for  blank  books,  transfers,  dec.  But  ths 
laat  will  probably  not  amount  to  any  thing  beyond,  if  it 
equal,  what  is  now  paid  for  conveying  money  to  the  banks 
from  the  land  offices. 

Should  the  Treasurer,  as  recommended  in  my  recent  re* 
port  on  the  finances,  be  permitted  to  receive  money  in  ad- 
vance for  lands,  at  such  points  as  may  be  selected  by  him 
for  public  convenience,  little  or  no  expense  whatever  will 
occur  in  trsnsfers. 

The  whole  additional  expense  under  the  bill  mentioned 
is,  therefore,  computed  not  to  exceed  yearly  the  aggregate 
of  $1(5,000. 

Respectfully  yours, 

.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

To  the  Honorable  Jamxs  K.  Poik, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


STATE  OP  THE  TREASURY. 


September  30,  1837.     Submitted  to  the  House  of  Repre^ 
sentaiives  by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  and  ordered  to  be  prints 

ed. 
Estimate  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  its  out' 
standing  resources  ana  liabilities  on  the  \st  of  January, 
1838,  excluding  the  amount  deposited  with  the  Statsff 
and  assuming  that  ten  miUiofts  of  Treasury  notes  wiU 
have  bun  imud,  and  that  aU  the  custom  Jtouse  bondo 
and  claims  upon  the  banks  be  postponed  tiU  next  year. 

Estimated  to  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the 

1st  October,  in  money,       -    $1,000,000 
Do    do    in  the  mint,  -         600,000 

$1,500,000 

Estimated  receipts  in  the  last  quartsr  from 

lands  and  custom's,  -  -  »-       3,000,000 

Do    do    from  Treasury  notes,       -  -     10,000,000 

18,500,000 
Expenditures  in*  the  last  quarter*  including 
new  appropriations  made  at  the  present  ses- 
sion for  the  Plorida  war,  the  expenses  of 
the  session,  the  payment  of  debentures,  dec. ,10, 500, 000 

$8,006,000 
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OuUtandtng  rtMources. 

Probable  amount  which  will  re- 
main unpaid  by  the  banks,  and 

payable  in  1838,     -  -      $7,000,000 

Cuatora-house  bonds  payable  in 

1838,  -  -  -       6,000,000 

Bonds  in  suit,  •  -   -   1,000,000 

Bonds  due  from  the  sufferers  by 

the  fire  in  New  Toik,  payable 

in  1839-'40,  and  '41,  -       1,000,000 

Instalments  due  from  the  Bank  of 

the  United  Sutes  in  1 838^*39, 

and  '40,  exclusive  of  interest,   6,000,000 


31,000.000 
#34,000,000 


Liabilitiea. 

Outstanding  appropriations,  de- 
ducting the  amount  which  may 
probably  be  curtaUed,         -    $12,000,000 

Treasury  notes,         -  -       10,000,000 


$32,000,000 


TREASURY  NOTES. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
copies  of  his  correspondmee  with  individuals,  hanks, 
4-c.,  in^reUUian  to  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes  under  au- 
thorily  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Oc- 
t(^er  3,'  1837,  read  and  laid  upon  the  table, 

Tbbasdrt  Dspahtxxst,  October  3,  1837. 

Sib  :  This  report  is  presented  in  obedience  to  a  reso- 
lution, received  the  2d  instant,  in  the  following  words  : 

<•  Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  copies  of  all  official 
corrsspondence  between  the  Department  and  all  indi- 
viduaia,  banks,  or  other  corporations,  relative  to  a  bill  now 
before  Congress  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  such  notes ;  together  with  copies  of  all 
documents  or  papers  on  file  in  the  Department  relative 
thereto." 

Sometime  since  it  was  perceived  that  the  appropriate  com- 
mittees in  both  Houses  of  Congress  had  report^  bills  pro- 
viding for  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  on  an  interest  to  be 
regulated  by  the  President,  but  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent. 
It  was  obvious  if  such  a  measure  should  become  a  law,  in 
the  exhausted  condition  of  the  Treasury  as  to  funds  on 
the  seaboard,  that  a  great  pressure  and  a  strong  public  ne- 
eeseity  would  exist  for  the  immediate  emission  of  some  of 
those  notes.  But  they  could  not  properly  be  issued  with- 
out fixing  on  the  face  of  them  a  definite  rate  of  interest ; 
and  it  waa  very  desirable  that  thia  rate  should  be  such  as 
was  just  and  proper  for  the  public  claimants  as  well  as  the 
Government,  considering  the  present  condition  of  the  money 
market.  For  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Department  season- 
ably to  obtain  full,  practical,  and  direct  intelligence  on  that 
point,  a  circular  was  prepared,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed, 
marked  A.  It  was  supposed  that  the  replies  which  might  be 
received  would,  in  connexion  with  oral  communications  and 
other  information  accesaible  here,  furnish  sufficient  facts  to 
enable  the  President  to  decide  at  once  upon  the  appropri- 
ate rate  of  interest  for  such  an  amount  of  notes  as  tne  im- 
mediate wants  of  the  public  service  on  the  seaboard  might 
veqnire. 

The  cireolar  was  addressed  to  several  banks  and  capiul- 
iata  in  those  cities  which  were  least  distant,  and  in  which 
the  funds  that  could  be  raised  upon  the  Treasury  notes 


would  probably  be  first  needed.     A  list  of  all  the  benkiiiri 
persons  to  whom  it  was  sent  is  added.   (B.) 

Such  answers  as  have  been  received  are  sobjoined.  (C 
No.  I  to  14.) 

No  further  communications  have  been  made  by  the  De- 
partment, growing  odt  of  those^answers,  eicept  in  one  is* 
sUnce,  to  the  firm  of  Prime,  Ward,  and  Kiag.  A  copf 
of  that  is  annexed.  (D.)  'J'be  above  is  believed  to  be  ell 
the  correspondence  between  the  Department  and  olhenia 
relation  to  the  subject  mentioned  in  the  resolution. 

Should  a  bill  pass  similar  to  either  of  those  now  bifoe 
Congress,  in  respect  to  Treasury  notes,  it  is  contempbtod 
to  limit  the  issues,  whether  made  to  individual  crcdiUMi  tf 
to  lenders  of  money,  to  such  an  amount  only  ae  nuiy  to 
necessary  for  meeting  the  most  urgent  demaode  oa  ihi 
Government,  till  full  time  for  general  advertisemente  td 
offen  has  elapsed  after  the  passage  of  the  law.  The  iiola 
subsequently  paid  out  can  then  be  fixed  at  a  similar  or  di^ 
ferent  rate  of  interest,  taking  care  to  keep  within  the  iegd 
limitation  and  conform  to  any  essential  change  which  mey 
occur  in  the  money  market,  or  in  the  dispositioo  of  eithtf 
croditors,  capitalists,  or  banks^  to  take  them  on  terms  m- 
terially  different. 

The  Department,  however,  from  all  the  information  io  in 
pofsessioo,  entertains  no  doubt  that  funds  in  specie  cen  be 
obtained,  or  that  creditors  will  be  disposed  to  accept  in  pe|[- 
ment,  at  a  rate  of  interest  within  the  limitation  propo«dii 
the  bill,  notes  sufficient. in  amount  for  carrying  on,  riger- 
ousiy  and  promptly,  the  public  service.  . 

Respectfully,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Trtatuni- 

Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  oftlu  House  of  Representativei, 

A. 

Tbkasubt  DxpimTxxKT,  Sept.  — ,  1887. 

Sim :  A  MU  is  now  before  Congress  to  authoriie  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  issue  of  IW 
ury  notes  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  be  may  think  expediettj 
but  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  amount  of  notee  ieiM 
the  sum  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  denomiDitiooi 
of  not  less  than  cue  hundred  dollars  for  any  one  note,  le 
be  reimbursed  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statee,  ite 
the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  dates  of  the  laid  o<itM 
respectively. 

I  will  thank  you  to  sUte  whether,  in  the  event  of  IM 
passage  of  this  bill,  your  bunk  will  agree  to  receive  tM 
said  notes  from  the  Government,  and  give  the  Treeeoief  <• 
the  United  Sutes  a  credit  for  tKe  amount;  to  hedrawoPK 
aa  may  be  necessary,  and  payable  in  specie  if  re^oirtv 
and  if  so  to  state  what  amount  your  bank  will  receive,  ev 
the  lowest  rate  of  interest  to  be  borne  by  said  notet. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


*  CAaaixm  of  the 


Secretary  of  the  TWfliufSf- 
B. 


The  accompanying  printed  areolar,  relative  to  the  «^ 
of  Treasury  notes,  was  addreaaod  to  the  followinf  b*''' 
and  individuals: 

Banks. — Maine  Bank,  Portland;  Commerciel  Ben^ 
Portsmouth;  Commonwealth  Bank,  Boeton;  Meithenv 
Bank  Boston;  Bank  of  America,  New  Totk;  M«o^ 
Company,  New  York ;  Girard  Bank,  Philadelphis;  W> 
Bank  of  Md.  Baltimore;  Planters  and  Meehanic/ Bmii 
S.  Carolina,  Charleston  ;  Planteni'  Bank.  Ga ,  8avua» 
Branch  Bank  of  Ala.,  Mobile;  Commerdal Bank, N. W* 
leans;  Union  Bank,  Louisiana,  New  Orieaos^  BihM 
Virginia,  Richmond. 

•  Whan  addxeswd  to  individuals,  ihs  wwd/w  «■  **!J*^*' 
your  bank,  and  the  addrese  at  the  DuUain  vmSs  to  convepu" 
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Individuah. — David  Henshaw,  Boston ;  Peter  C.  Brooks, 
Boaton  ;  J.  R.  Beers,  New  York ;  J.  J.  Astor,  New  York; 
Piime,  Ward,  &.  King,  New  York  ;  J.  Wright  ^  eons,  N. 
York ;  Jacob  Ridgwaj,  Philadelphia ;  Charles  McAlister, 
Philadelphia;  John  A.  Brown,  Philadelphia;  Wm.  David- 
Mn  A  aon,  Philadelphia^;  Alex'r  Browo  6l  sons, Baltimore ; 
Wm.  WilaoD,  4k  sons, 'Baltimore*;  Robert  Gilmor,  Balti- 
more ;  J.  I.  Cohen,  jr.  dc  Brotbera,  Baltimore. 

C  No.   1. 

Baitk  or  Ahsbica,  September  22,  1837. 

Sib  :  I  have  receivedyour  printed  communication  of  the 
19tb  instant,  inquiring  whether  tbis  bank  would  be  willing 
to  take  any  and  what  portion  of  the  twelve  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  in  case  they  shall  be  issued  as  contemplated, 
and  at  what  ralo  of  interest;  the  amount  of  the  notes  to  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Elates, 
sabject  to  his  drafts,  payable  in  specie  if  required.  In  re- 
plyj  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  the  present 
deranged  state  of  the  currency,  and  the  unfortunate  con- 
dition of  the  banks  and  tho  commercial  interests  of  the 
eouDtrj,  there  are  considerations  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
tareei  that  render  it  difBcult  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer  to 
your  inquiry. 

The  paramount  duty  of  the  banks  to  resume  their  pay- 
ments in  specie  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  and  the 
dlBRre  and  disposition  of  this  bank  is,  to  stand  ready  at  all 
iimea  to  co-operate  fully  and  effectually  in  the  measure, 
renders  it,  in  our  opinion,  very  doubtful  whether  we  couhJ 
at  this  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  properly  and 
conatatentty  assume  the  new  and  extended  liabilitiea  that 
we  ahould  incur  by  the  receipt  of  any  considerable  amount 
of  Treasury  notes,  as  suggested  in  your  letter ;  ceitainly 
not,  unless  upon  such  terms  as  would  be  perfectly  sure  to 
render  them  equal  to  and  convertible  into  spede  at  any 
and   all  times  before  they  shall  bo  redeemed.     Without 
tfiat,  we  could  not  with  propriety  incur  the  liability  to  pay 
for  them  in  specie,  as  we  should  thereby  certainly  weaken- 
the  bank,  and  if  not  actually  prevent,  at  least  render  it  less 
ablo   to  resume  payments  in  specie  at  the  proper  time. 
The  question  therefore  presents,  will  the  Treasury  notes, 
bearing  an  interest 'of  even  six  per  cent.,  and  redeemable 
after  twelve  months,  be  equal  in  value  or  equivalent  to 
apecle  in  this  and  oar  other  principal  cities  ?     W*e  think 
not,  so  long  at  least  as  specie  payments  shall  be* suspend- 
ed, and  for  reasons  that  must,  I  think,  be  evident  and  con- 
doaive.     We  deem  it,  therefore,  inexpedient  for  this  bank 
to  make  any  offer  at  tbis  time  for  any  portion  of  tho  Treas- 
ury notes  upon  the  basis  named  in  your  letter. 

I  thus  frankly  state  to  you  our  present  views  of  the  sub- 
|ecty  and  I  oflbr  them  with  reluctance,  because  v^e  should 
not  only  be  gratified,  but  esteem  it  a  particular  duty  under 
existing  circum^itances,  to  avail  ourselves  of  any  suitable 
opportunity  to  render  this  bank  useful  to  the  Treasury  and 
to  the  general  interests  of  tho  country. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  NEWBOI.D,  President. 
f-Ion.  Lbti  Woodburt, 

feretory  of  the  Treasury  U.  S.,  Washington. 

C  No.  2. 

Ginian  Bank, 
Philadelphia,  September  21,  1837. 

StiH  :  I  received  duly  your  communication  of  the  I9lh 
ttmtWMt,  in  which  you  inquire  whether,  in  the  event  of  an 
of  Treasury  notes  being  authorized  by  Congress, 
bank  will  agree  to  receive  such  notes  from  the  Govern - 
t,  and  give  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  a  credit 
yr  the  amount  received,  payable  in  specie  if  required  ;  and 
r  90,  requesting  to  know  what  amount  the  bank  will  re- 
n.^tf?,  and  the  lowest  rate  of  interoM  to  be  borne  by  f;aid 


In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  am  instructed  to  state  that, 
under  existing  circumstances,  this  bank  would  not  be  wil- 
ling to  increase  its  immediate  specie  liabilities,  and,  therefore, 
would  not  undertake  to  receive  any  portion  of  the  Treasury 
notes  above  alluded  to,  upon  terms  which  would  involve 
the  necessity  of  their  temporary  redemption  by  us  in  specie. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  D.  LEWIS. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbitkt, 

Secretary  oft/te  Treasury. 

C  No.  3. 

BALTiaionE,  September  23,  1837. 

Sia :  I  have  tho  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
circular  of  the  1 9th  instant,  which  my  absence  from  town 
till  last  evening  prevented  me  from  replying  to  earlier. 

The  operation  in  Treasury  notes  proposed  by  the  De- 
partment on  whidk  your  tnqurries  are  founded,  is  one  so 
foreign  to  my  usual  course  of  business*  that  I  should  reluc- 
ts tly  engage  in  it  at  any  time,  but  in  the  present  unsettleil 
state  of  the  currency,  I  am  xsonstrained  respectfully  to  de- 
cline It. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  GILMOR. 

Hon.  Secretaht  of  the  Treasury, 

C  No.  4. 

BaKK  of  TME  MaHHATTAS   CoMPAHTy 

New  York,  September  22,  1837. 

Sin :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  year 
esteemed  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  addreased  to  the  cashier 
of  this  company,  which  shall  be  submitted  to  the  board  of 
directors  at  their  next  meeting. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  groat  rospcet,  your  obedieut 
servant. 

M.  GEL8T0N,  Pres.  M.  C. 
Hon.  Levi  Woohburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

C  No.  5. 

CoXMOKWEALTU  BaNK. 

Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  19th  instant,  relative  to  the  con- 
templated issue  of  Treasury  notes,  came  duly  to  hand.  The 
directors  are  of  an  opinion  that  it  will  be  impracticable  for 
tbis  institution,  in  the  present  state  of  the  currency,  to  oh* 
ligate  itself  to  supply  s{)ecie  for  Treasury  notes.  They 
would  respectfully  state,  that  should  that  Department  require 
this  bank  to  negotiate  the  notes,  or  to  pay  them  out  on 
drafts  payable  in  notes,  this  service  will  be  cheerfully  ren- 
dered. Respectfully, 

CHARLES  HOOD,  Copier, 

Hon.  Levi  Wood  hurt. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  6. 

Baltimore,  September  20,  1837. 

Sir  ;  We  have  received  your  communication  relative  to 
the  Treasury  notes  which  it  is  proposed  to  authorize  the 
President  to  issue.  We  lieg  leave  to  tender  you  our  acknow- 
ledgments for  (tie  proposition  therein  contained,  but  being 
exclusively  engaged  in  foreign  commerce,  and  seldom  im- 
porting articles  subject  to  duty,  these  notes  would  not  be 
available  fur  any  purposes  connected  with  our  busine^s, 
and  it  would  not  be  desirable  fur  us  to  receive  them. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servautf, 

WM.  WILSON  &  SONS. 

Hon.  Levi  Woopburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  7. 
Baltimore,  September  20,  1837. 
Sir  ;  Wc  feel  obliged  fur  your  communication  rcppect- 
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ing  the  Treasury  notes  expected  to  be  issued.  The  price 
at  which  specie  can  be  obtained  being  very  uncertain, 
and  the  time  proposed  by  the  bill  for  the  redemption  of  the 
notes  being  so  short,  we  are  unwilling  to  malie  any  offer 
for  them.  If  they  had  three  or  four  years  to  run,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  we  think 
they  would  be  made  available  as  a  remittance  to  England. 

We  remain  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

ALEX.  BROWN  db  SONS. 

Hon.  LxTi  WooBBxrRT, 

Secretary  of  the  TreoMury. 

G  No.  8. 

BosToir,  September  26,  1837. 

Sib  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  circular  of  the  19th,  respect- 
ing Treasury  notes. 

I  do  not  wish  to  take  any  notes  on  the  terms  proposed, 
pftyabie  in  specie  ob  demand ;  but  will  with  great  pleasure 
receive  and  disburse  them  lor  the  Government,  if  desired. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

DAVID  HENSHAW. 
Hon.  LxTi  Woods  URT, 

Secretary  of  the  TreoMury. 

C  No.  9. 
UvioH  Bavk  07  Mabtlavd,  Sept,  35, 1837. 

8iB  :  Your  circular,  under  date  of  19th  instant,  in  refer- 
ence to  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  has  bean  received,  and 
I  am  desired  by  the  board  of  directors  to  state  to  you  that 
thrf  have  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  that  an  an- 
swer will  he  returned  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant 

H.  W.  EVANS,  President. 

Hon.  Lbvi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  10. 
Nbw  Yoek,  S^temberT,^^  1837. 

Sib  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  the  I9th  instant,  and  in  reply,  beg 
to  state  that  the  existing  state  of  affairs  renders  it  dtflScult 
to  name  a  specie  rate  for  Treasury  notes  under  the  proposed 
law,  which  would  at  once  be  deemed  re^iectful,  and  consist- 
ent with  our  own  interest. 

We  think  Treasury  notes,  bearing  interest  at  five  and 
two-fifihs  per  cent,  per  annum,  of  the  description  named, 
would  now  command  in  specie  from  92  a  94  per  cent,  but 
until  the  law  be  passed  and  its  probable  efiecU  considered, 
it  would  not  be  practicable  to  name  a  definite  rate. 

During  Mr.  Dallas's  administration  of  the  Treasury 
Djspartment,  we  realized  for  the  Government  a  considerable 
amount  of  the  Treasury  notes,  convertible  into  7  i>er  cent 
stock,  on  commission,  dec,  placing  the  avails  in  various 
quarters  as  the  exigency  of  the  case  required ;  and  we  should 
cheerfully  render  any  service  in  our  power  upon  similar  terms. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

PRIME,  WARD,  &  KING. 

Hon.  Sxc BETA BT  <)/ /A«  Treasury. 

C  No.  11. 
Philadblphia,  September  32,  1837. 

Sib  :  I  received,  in  due  course,  your  circular  of  the  1 9th 
instant,  ad  vising  that  a  bill  is  now  before  Congress  author- 
izing the  President  to  cause  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
and  inquiring  on  what  terms  I  would  sgree  to  receive  said 
notes  and  give  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  credit  for 
the  amount  so  received,  and  to  be  drawn  and  payable  in 
specie,  if  required. 

In  the  present  derongcd  stete  of  our  currency,  and  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  specie,  I  should  ferl  that  I  was  in- 


curring too  much  risk  to  enter  into  as  engsgenent  of  thi 
nature  at  the  present  time. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RIDOWAT. 
'  Hon.  Levi  WeooBumT,  , 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

CNo.  13. 

Philadblpbia,  September  35,  1697. 
SiB  :  At  the  close  of  the  laat  week,  we  had  thshonorto 
receive  your  circular  of  the  19th  instant,  desiring  os  to  «it% 
in  the  event  of  Congress  authorizing  the  President  to  eisN 
an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  the  amount  and  terms  on  wludi 
we  would  agree  to  uke  some  of  them.  At  praisat  wt  m 
not  inclined  to  engage  in  this  business. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  Hrranli^ 

WM.  D AVIDSOiN  dt  SONS. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  18. 

CoNMBBCIAL  BaHK,   PoBTSXOUTB,  N.  H. 

September  S7, 1817. 

SiB :  I  had  the-honor  to  receive  your  circular  lettsr  of  lb 
19th  instant;  and  the  same  has  been  laid  before  ourboni 
of  directors,  who  direct  me  to  say  that  they  shouU  bshifff 
to  receive  Treasury  notes  from  the  Gqprernment,  sad  ^n 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Statea  a  credit  for  tlis  taioali 
to  be  drawn  for  as  may  be  necessary ;  provided  the  itmeoa 
be  paid  in  the  bills  of  the  bank,  drafts  on  Boston  biDk%  ■ 
Treasury  notSK,  at  the  option  of  the  daioiant 

The  amount  of  the  Treasury  notes  nuy  be  limited  to  lb 
sum  required  for  the  public  service  here ;  the  notoi  lo  bn 
such  rat6  of  interest  as  may  be  agreed  on  io  larger  dim 
It  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  the  bank,  without  greit 
sacrifice,  to  furnish  specie  for  the  drafU  of  theTresnnrif 
the  United  Slate^  while  the  banka  in  the  large  dtist  ooa* 
tinue  the  suspension  of  specie  paymente;  bendes,  tfttMi 
once  understood  that  the  bank  was  under  an  •Sf*^'^ 
with  the  Treasury  to  pay  all  public  dues  in  specie,  it  vow 
be  demanded  in  every  case. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEORGE  MELCHER,  Jb.,  Cai&i«r. 

Hon.  'Levi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  14. 

Bark  of  VimoiiriA,  September  30, 1837. 

Sib:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  insUnt,  in  rsgarJto  lb 
receipt  of  Treasury  notes,  was  duly  received.  Whibib 
board  of  directors  have  respectfully  considered  the  s^f^ 
they  do  not  feel  justified  in  agreeing  to  receive  sadi  aoM 
under  the  obligation  to  pay  specie  for  them  during  the fM* 
oral  suspension  of  specie  paymente  by  the  banks.  1* 
amount  of  paymente  to  the  United  StetM  in  this  quaiur* 
so  inconsiderable,  that  it  is  probable  the  bank  could  diipM 
of  very  few  of  the  Treasury  notes,  nnleas  the  rate  of  ■*»• 
est  they  should  bear  might  induce  money-leoders  lo  tM 
them  for  the  sake  of  that  interest. 

I  have  to  add,  that  this  bsnk  will  readily  sffordall  W 
facility  in  its  power  to  the  circulslion  of  such  Tresiuiy  n^ 
as  may  come  into  ite  possession  in  the  way  of  bniiiy»,  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepectfnllyi  yew  obww 
8ervan^  A.  ROBINSON,  Ji.,  Cadiitr. 

Hon.  Lbti  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

D. 
Tbxasubt  Depabtxbht,  Sept.  «8,  183^- 

Gektlkm  mk  :  Your  communication  of  the  Sid  wj  dtj 
received,  and  should  your  services  be  required  heretftfTi  ■ 
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tht  maniiMr  propoiod,  it  will  tfford  ma  much  pleasure  lo  | 
oonndtryour  proposition. 
I  mnaio,  very  raspeafnilj,  your  obodicnt  senranty 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Sscrttary  of  the  Treasury* 
Messrs.  Pbixb,  Ward,  and  Kino,  Sew  York, 


ANNEXATION   OF   TEXAS   TO    THE    UNITED 

STATES. 

Mma^from  ike  President  of  the  VnUed  States,  in  com- 
pSmee  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represtntu^ 
tioes  of  the  IZth  instant,  respecting  an  annexation  of 
Thxas  to  the  United  States.  Octoher  8,  1887,  read 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 

To  the  House  of  Jtspresentatives  of  the  United  l^ates  : 

In  ooinpliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
fenntatives  of  the  13th  instant,  respecting  an  annexation 
of  Tszas  to  the  United  States,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  documents  hy  which  it  was  ac- 
cmpanied.  M,  VAN  BUREN. 

WisHissToir,  September  80,  I837i 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  .- 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolu- 
tioa  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  die  18th  in- 
Mut,  requesting  **  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  to 
ooaunfuieate  to  that  House,  if  in  his  opinion  it' should  he 
compatible  with  the  public  interest,  whether  any  propoci- 
lioo  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  republic  of  Texas 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  said  republic  of  Texas  to  this  Union ;  and,  if 
nch  pfoposition  has  been  made,  what  answer  has  been 
returned,  and  all  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
rebting  thereto,"  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President 
copies  of  all  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  be- 
tween this  Government  and  that  of  Texas,  on  the  subject 
of  the  roeolutidn  referred,  and  to  represent  that  the  inquiry 
node  in  that  resolution  is  answered  by  the  documents  now 
leapectfuny  submitted.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

DerARTXBVT  ot  Statk, 

WMington,  September  30,  1637. 


General  Hunt  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 

Tsxriir  Lsoatioit, 
Washington  city^  August  4,  1837. 

8iB :  The  underaigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  in  conformity 
*ith  instructions  from  his  Govcrnmont,  asks  the  consider- 
ation of  the  honorable  John  Foray tl^  Secretary  of  State  uf 
^  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  a  proposition  for  the 
■naexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  and  which 
proposition  he  has  now  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  8ub> 
Slit 

In  presenting  the  question  through  the  honorable  the 
Beeretary  of  State  of  the  iTnited  States  to  this  Government, 
1^  nndeingned  solicits,  in  advance,  the  greatest  indul- 
fenoe  for  the  latitude  ^bich  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  in 
opening  this  Negotiation.  The  subject  is  one  of  so  much 
OttKnitude  that  it  is  impossible.  In  a  single  paper,  to  ex- 
hibit even  its  general  outlines,  and  the  undersigned  will 
P^haps  have  sufficiently  trespeJssed  upon  the  attention  of 
the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  when  he  shall  have, 
u  the  first  place,  briefly  set  forth  a  comparative  history  of 
1*0X18  and  Mexico,  which  has  been  so  much  misrepresent- 
ed by  the  recent  envoy  of  Mexico  to  this  Government,  and 
when,  in  the  second  place,  he  shall  have  stated  the  main 
POQiid  upon  which  the  union  of  the  two  republics  is  pro- 


posed by  Texas,  and  shall  have  concluded  by  suggesting 
some  few  of  the  great  advantages,  both  national  and  social, 
whicb  would  result  to  the  two  contracting  partiea  from 
the  proposed  amalgamation  of  their  respective  sovereignties. 
With  the  exception  of  the  first  Presidency  under  thb 
federal  constitution,  that  of  Victoria,  Mexico  has  exhibited 
a  series  of  revolutions,  attended  with  the  most  disastrous 
civil  wars.  Iturbide,  who  was  chosen  and  proclaimed  by 
a  licentious  soldiery,  was  dethroned  and  put  to  death, 
after  a  short  reign,  too  turbulent  to  be  regarded,  even  dur- 
ing that  brief  period,  as  a  Government  The  rights  of 
property  were  not  respected,  and  foreign  merchants  as  well 
as  native  were  exposed  to  hb  rapacity.  Witness  the 
seizure  of  money  at  Perote. 

After  the  downfall  of  Iturbide,  ahd  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  of  1824,  which  is  a  transcript  of  that  of  the 
United  States,  affaire  were,  for  some  time,  conducted 
peaceably,  and  were  only  interrupted  by  the  episode  of 
the  revolt  of  General  Bravo,  the  Vice  President.  Yet, 
during  that  period,  the  laws  of  nations  were  repeatedly 
violated,  and  the  property  of  foreign  merchants  preyed  up- 
on by  the  corrupt  and  venal  agents  of  the  Government. 
(See  the  history  of  the  claims  of  American  citizens.) 

The  termination  of  Victorians  presidency  was  disgraced 
by  the  quarrel  between  the  rival  candidates  for  the  succes- 
sion, which,  afVer  a  bloody  contest,  terminated  by  elevating 
to  the  Pre«idency  the  unsuccessful  candidate.  General 
Guerrero,  and  the  banishment  of  Pedraxo,  hid  competitor. 
A  short  year,  marked  with  disorder  and  misrule,  termina- 
ted the  career  of  thb  revolutionary  hero.  The  struggle 
cost  him  his  power  and  his  life,  and  the  whole  country 
was  convulsed  by  this  civil  strife.  The  Vice  President, 
Bustamente,  succeeded  Guerrero,  but  the  war  continued 
in  different  parts  of  Mexico,  rendering  life  and  property 
insecure.  After  a  short  period  of  convulsions,  Bustamente 
was  banished  and  Santa  Anna  succeeded  to  power.  He 
was  elevated  by  the  ioint  efforts  of  the  aristocracy  and  the 
prieatbood,  who  maue  use  of  the  successful  soldier  of  for- 
tune to  overthrow  the  free  institutions  of  the  country.  His 
reign  of  misrule  and  career  of  blood  will  be  presently  no- 
ticed. He  is  now  at  Mango  de  Clavo,  the  tiger  in  his 
lair,  ready  to  go  forth  seeking  whom  he  may  devour.  It 
is  true,  Bustamsnte  is  again  in  power,  but  it  is  notorious 
that  the  people  have  bf  en  juggled  out  of  their  liberties,  and 
are  dissatisfied.  The  Government  which  was  their  choice 
has  been  overthrown,  and  centraliam  forced  upon  them  by 
the  sword  ;  this  change  sanctioned  by  mock  acts  of  a  spu- 
rious legislature,  and  the  States  reduced  to  submission  by 
force. 

With  this  brief  view  of  the  factious  struggles  of  Mexico, 
the  underaigned  approaches  the  exposition  of  the  histoty  of 
Texas,  which  he  conceives  to  be  an  important  preliminary 
to  the  due  consideration  of  the  subject  of  annexation. 

Until  the  settlement  of  Austin's  first  colony  in  1821, 
Texas,  for  the  most  part,  was  an  unexplored  wildemeee. 
The  Spaniards  had  endeavored  in  vain  to  rescue  it  from 
the  wild  tribes  of  the  forest.  So  early  as  the  year  1698 
the  old  Spanish  town  of  Bexar  was  founded  ;  in  1716,  La 
Bahia,  afterwards  Goliad;  Nacogdoches  in  1732  ;  Victoria 
at  a  later  period.  But  these  old  Spanish  settlements,  con- 
tinued to  be  surrounded  by  prowling  parlies  of  savage  In- 
dians, and,  up  to  the  year  1821,  Texian  civilization  waa 
only  to  be  found  within  the  narrow  precincts  of  their  res- 
pective jurisdictions. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1821,  Mosos  Austin  obtained 
permission  from  the  Supreme  Government  of  the  eastern 
internal  provinces  of  New  Spain,  at  Monterey,  to  settle  a 
colony  of  emigrants  in  Texas,  and  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber following,  his  son,  Stephen  F.  Austin,  who  had  un- 
dertaken the  enterprise  in  obedience  to  the  testamentary 
request  of  his  father,  appeared  upon  the  river  Brazos  with 
the  firat  Anglo- American  settlers.     From  that  period  may 
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be  dated  the  Anglo- American  history  of  a  country  which 
has  grown  into  notice  with  unexampled  rapidity,  and  al- 
ready presents  itself  as  another  monument  of  the  indomita- 
ble energy  of  the  extraordinary  race  by  which  it  wa/ popu- 
lated. 

In  the  mean  time  Mexico  had  shaken  off  the  Spanish 
yoke,  and  established  herself  as  a  sovereign  and  independ- 
ent Government.  Anxious,  however,  to  increase  her  po- 
litical influence  and  resources  by  every  means  in  her  pow- 
er, and  prompted  by  a  desire  to  repress  the  Indians  on  her 
northern  frontiers,  observing,  too,  the  beneficial  effects  re- 
sulting from  the  liberal  system  of  naturalization  adopted  in 
the  United  States,  she  determined  to  pursue  a  similar  course 
of  policy  in  relation  to  aliens. 

Accordingly,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1823,  a  national 
colonization  law  was  adopted  by  the  Mexican  Congress, 
and  approved  by  the  Emperor,  Don  Augustin  Iturbide,  and 
on  the  18 lb  of  February  a  decree  was  issued,  authonzing 
Austin  to  proceed  with  his  colony  ;  which  decree,  after  the 
abdication  of  Iturbide,  and  the  change  of  government  oon- 
■equent  thereon,  was  confirmed  by  the  first  Executive 
Council,  in  accordance  with  a  special  order  of  the  Mexican 
Congress. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  1824,  the  federal  constitution  of 
Mexico,  based  upon  that  of  the  United  States,  was  proclaim- 
ed as  the  established  polity  of  the  land ;  and,  by  a  decree  of 
the  7th  of  May,  of  the  same  year,  the  provinces  of  Texas 
and  Coahuila  were  provisionally  united,  to  form  one  of  the 
constituent  and  sovereign  States  of  the  Mexican  confederacy. 

On  the  1 8th  of  August  another  general  colonization  law 
was  passed,  and  ratified  by  the  Supreme  Government  at 
the  city  of  Mexico,  and  foreigners  emigrating  to  the  coun- 
try, and  complying  with  the  terms  of  the  said  law,  were 
guarantied  in  the  protection  of  their  persons  and  property, 
and  all  the  rights,  liberties,  and  immunities  of  Mexican 
citizens.  Moreover,  by  the  State  colonization  law  of  Coa- 
huila and  Texas,  of  the  24th  of  March,  1825,  they  were 
specifically  invited  to  come  and  settle  within  the  limita  of 
that  especial  Slate  jurisdiction. 

Under  these  various  enactments,  but  particularly  afler 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  the  current  of  em- 
igration continued  to  flow  in  and  spread  itself  with  acceler- 
ated rapidity  over  the  fertile  domain  of  the  then  province  of 
Texas.  The  forest  gave  way  to  the  axe  of  the  pioneer ;  the 
wild  prairie  to  the  ploughshare  of  the  husbandman.  Plant- 
ations were  opened.  Villages  sprung  up  on  the  hunting- 
ground  of  the  savttge.  New  colonies  were  introduced, 
planted,  fostered,  and  matured;  and  in  the  brief  period  of 
nine  years  from  the  first  settlement  under  Austin,  the  en- 
terprise of  the  Anglo- American  settler  had  explored  the 
whole  southern  moiety  of  the  province,  redeemed  it  from 
the  wilderness  of  the  wild  beast  and  the  savage,  covered  it 
with  a  hardy  and  industrious  population,  and  intermixed 
his  labor  with  its  most  valuable  soils. 

True,  in  emigrating  to  Texas,  the  enterprising  colonist 
had  expatriated  himself,  and  foregotc  the  well-tried  insti- 
tutions of  his  motherland ;  but  the  institutions  he  now  lived 
under  were  modelled  upon  those  he  had  reluctantly  aban- 
doned. His  spirit?  and  his  habild,  and  his  inbred  and  un- 
compromising republican iiim  continued  the  same,  and  he 
was  as  ready  to  resiitt  the  invasion  of  his  chartered  rights 
under  the  Mexican  constitution  of  1824,  as  ho  would  have 
been  to  have  thrown  himself  into  the  breach  in  behalf  of 
that  sacred  instrument  under  which  he  had  been  bom  and 
educated. 

Up  to  the  year  1830,  the  people  of  Texas  had  taken  but 
little  concern  in  the  series  of  i)olitical  convulsions  which 
had  so  closely  followed  one  another  in  the  interior  of  Mex- 
ico. Ho  long  as  they  were  \e(i  unmolested  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  own  rights,  their  natural  disposition  fur  peace 
restrained  them  from  participating  in  the  internal  commo- 
tions of  the  other  Slates.  But  their  ra^iidiy  growing  strength, 


I  and  steady  adherence  to  republican  principles,  b^gui  not 
to  attract  the  notice  and  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  ^wfnm 
Government.  Tbb  was  plainly  evinced  by  ths  patngetf 
the  arbitrary  law  of  the  6th  of  April,  1890,  by  wiwhtki 
further  introduction  or  immigration  of  American  nttlal 
into  Texas  was  expressly  and  totally  prohibited  for  Unfa- 
ture.  Military  posts  were  established  over  ths  pronaee; 
the  civil  authorities  were  trampled  under  foot,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Texaa,  for  a  time,  were  subjected  to  the  capiidoii 
tyranny  of  unrestrained  military  misrule. 

In  1832,  Bostamente  had  established  himself  vpon  (b 
ruins  of  the  federal  constitution.  The  oolonists  now  fles 
to  arms.  On  the  26th  of  June,  with  greatly  mferiornoB- 
bers,  they  besieged  and  took  the  fort  of  Velasoo.  Thaj 
then  attacked  the  garrison  at  Anahuae,  and  reduced  tbil 
also.  This  achievement  was  shortly  followed  by  the  in- 
duction of  the  garrison  at  Nacogdoches,  and,  in  Decobv 
of  the  same  year,  upon  the  suspenaion  of  hostilities  betwM 
Generals  Santa  Anna  and  Bustamente,  the  poleniitiM 
themselves  once  more  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  liditi 
guarantied  to  them  by  the  constitution  and  the  lawi  oirftr 
which  they  coneentod  to  become  Mexican  citizens. 

1883.  Texas,  now  conscious  of  her  integral  streoglli, 
and  anxious  to  be  erected  into  a  separate  State,  in  oonfonB- 
ity  with  the  decree  of  the  7th  of  May,  1824,  which  bd 
promised  and  secured  to  her  a  separate  conetitntieB)  «> 
soon  as  she  was  in  possession  of  the  necessary  clementotf 
•elf-government,  asaembled  a  general  convention  •(  9it 
Felipe,  for  the  purpose  of  draughting  an  instrament  ink' 
to  the  wants  and  pecaliar  character  and  habits  of  berpeopk 
Accordin^y,  in  the  spring  of  the  same  year,  Stepbi  T 
Austin  was  commissioned  to  present  the  constitution  tffm 
upon,  with  a  petition  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  said  decree* 
the  7th  of  May.  The  respectful  peUtion  of  the  peopled 
Texas  was  treated  with  disdain,  and  their  oommianoDerii- 
carcereted  in  a  dungeon. 

18S5.  AffkitB  were  now  verging  to  an  important  cri« 
General  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  had  openly  dedi* 
red  in  favor  of  centralism,  which,  however  spedous  in  i* 
pretences,  was  really  based  upon  the  downfall  of  the  fill* 
Governments,  and  the  consolidation  of  all  power,  civfl  m 
military,  in  the  hands  of  a  single  individual.  Many  of  tP 
States  had  recoarae  to  arms  In  support  of  their  soveireip^i 
and  Santa  Anna  took  the  field  against  them.  The  bbM- 
stained  march  of  the  usurper  was  invariably  attended  «!■ 
the  most  triumphant  success.  One  by  one  the  States  tof 
pled  and  fell.  The  Legislature  of  Coahuila  and  Texai  «■ 
dissolved  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  noble  Stilf  « 
Zacatecas,  battling  to  the  last  for  her  liberties,  and  wdtenflf 
in  the  life-blood  of  bar  butchered  citisens,  was  Ibrefd  to  jni 
to  the  relentless  terms  of  the  dictator.  Mexican  Ubertj  M 
and  found  her  only  place  of  refuge  among  the  Angb*ABi* 
ricans  of  Texas. 

Corresponding  committees  of  safety  and  vigilance  wj 
now  formed  in  all  the  municipalities  of  the  province.  WiB 
a  single  voice,  they  declared  for  the  support  of  the  coa^ 
tution,  and  an  immediate  appeal  to  arms.  There  wifit 
alternative  left  them,  and  the  people  of  Texas  plnngediaM 
the  contest  for  the  protection  of  their  liberties.  On  the 
28th  of  September,  1835,  they  defeated  a  detachinent  o( 
Mexicans  at  Gonzales.  On  the  ith  of  October,  they  rt** 
ed  and  took  the  strong  fortress  of  Goliad.  In  the  laoe 
month,  they  invested  the  city  of  San  Antonio  de  Bci* 
On  the  28th,  they  fought  the  battle  of  CouoeptioB,^ 
with  ninety-two  men  obtained  a  signal  victory  over  wr 
hundred  Mexican  regulars.  On  the  3U  of  November,  thcf 
captured  the  garrison  at  Sepantillau.  Shortly  afi^r,  tfa^ 
defeated  the  enemy  at  San  Patricio.  On  the  8tb,  the  Mex- 
icans were  again  discon»fited  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Antooia' 
On  the  26  th,  they  were  once  more  routed,  vrith  very  e^ 
siderable  loss.  On  the  5ih  of  December,  the  town  of  w 
Antonio  was  stormed  bv  three  hundred  Americans,  undn 
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the  gallant  Milam,  and»  afler  five  days'  inceftant  fighting, 
General  Cos  waa  forced  to  capitalate,  and  thirteen  hundred 
Mexicans  were  set  at  liberty,  on  their  parole  of  honor  "that 
they  would  not,  in  any  way,  (thereafter,)  oppose  the  re- 
esublUhment  of  the  federal  constitation  of  1824."  Thus 
ended  the  first  campaign,  and  the  tri-colored  flag  of  the 
coDititution  still  continued  to  wave  in  Texas — but  of  all 
Xexioo,  in  Texas  alone. 

November  S,  1835.  In  the  mean  time,  the  delegates  of 
(he  people  had  assembled  in  <*  general  consultation"  at 
San  Felipe  do  Austin.  Their  deliberations  resulted  in  a 
aolepm  declaration  that  they  had  taken  up  arms  in  defence 
of  the  republican  principles  of  the  federal  constitution  of 
1824 ;  that  they  would  continue  faithful  to  the  Mexican 
confederacy,  so  Jong  as  it  should  be  governed  by  the  con- 
ititution  and  laws  that  weve  framed  for  the  protection  of 
their  poKtical  rights;  that  they  were  no  longer  morally  or 
dvilly  bound  by  the  compact  of  union,  but  that,  stimulated 
hy  the  generosity  and  sympathy  common  to  a  free  people, 
they  ofiered  -their  sappoct  and  assistance  to  such  of  the 
members  of  the  confederacy  as  would  take  up  arms  against 
military  deqiotism.  This  declaration  met  with  no  response 
from  the  interior,  and  Texas  was  left  alone  and  single* 
banded  to  carry  on  the  war  against  the  forces  of  the  dictator. 

la  the  month  of  February,  1836,  General  Santa  Anna 
appeared  on  the  Tiver  San  Antonio,  in  Texas,  at  the  head 
>f  a  well-appointed  army  of  eight  thousand  men.     On  the 
Hat  he  enteced  the  town  of  San  Antonio  do  Bexar,  and 
he  Texian  garrison,  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  re- 
ired  within  the  walls  of  the  Alamo.   On  the  6th  of  March, 
kftfit  an  incessant  bombardment  of  several  days,  the  Alamo 
vas  taken  by  assault,  and  Travis,  Bowie,  and  Crockett, 
nth  their  liitle  band  of  heroes,  were  all  put  to  the  sword, 
rbe  Mexican  loss  before  this  fort,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
mouiled  to  near  fifteen  hundred.     On  the  1 8th  of  March, 
tear  Goliad,    the  Texians  under  Fannin  wore  surrounded 
od  attacked  by  a  much  superior  force  of  Mexicans  under 
Jrrea,  in  the  middle  of  an  open  prairie.    The  enemy  were 
t  first  l>eaten  off,  but  the  next  morning  receiving  a  strong 
enforcement  with  artillery  from  Goliad,  the  Texian  troops, 
aiog  completely  hemmed  in,  and  cut  off  entirely  from  wa- 
ttf  surTender«d  on  condition  of  being  released  on  parole, 
Dd  transported  to  the  United  States.     The  terms  of  the 
^tuiatioQ  were  shamefully  violated,  and  Fannin  and  his 
arorades  were  treacherously  massacred  in  cold  blood. 
A'otwiihstanuing  the  near  approach   of  the   Mexican 
loea^  reeking  as  they  were  from  their  recent  victories  in 
le  interior,  and  headed  by  a  leader  whom  tbey  believed  to 
f  invincible,  the  newly -elected  convention  met  at  Wash- 
iftoQ  at  the  appointed  time,  and,  in  c4nforn|ity  with  their 
uttmctiona,  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1636,  made  a  formal 
id  absolute  declaration  of  independence.     They  then  pro- 
leded  to  frame  a  constitution,  to  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 
is  of  independent  Texas  for  adoption;  and,  after  organiz- 
g  a  Guvernment  ad  interim,   composed  of  a  President, 
icse  President,   and  cabinet,  they  adjourned  in  time  for 
anjr  of  their  number  to  join  the  patriot  army  under  Gen- 
aj  Houeton  before  his  meeting  with  the  enemy.     On  the 
ist  of  April  Texian  independence  was  sealed  and  conse- 
ated  by  the  blood  of  its  enemies  on  the  field  of  San  Ja- 
ato.     The  Mexican  General  and  President  was  there  met 
ChiDeral  Houston,  the  division  he  commanded  in  person^ 
tally  annihilated,  he  himself  was  made  prisoner,  and  he- 
me a  suppliant  for  the  poor  boon  of  his  forfeited  life,  at 
a  hands  of  a  magnanimous  victor.     On  the  24th  of 
pril  the  shattered  remnant  of  the  Mexican  army,  amount* 
I  in   all    to  only  four  thousand  worn-out  and  dispirited 
»(ches^    commenced  their  retreat  in  the  most  miserable 
wfitioa,  and  were  permitted  to  leave  the  country  with  all 
isible  celerity,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  armi- 
es a§^e«d  upon  with  their  captive  leader  and  his  next  in 
EDmand. 


It  is  thus  that  Texian  independence  has  been  achieved. 
The  justice  o(  this  Government  has  proclaimed  to  the  world 
its  acknowledgment  of  that  independence,  and  its  recogni- 
tion of  Texas  as  one  of  the  sovereignties  of  the  earth.  Ths 
undersigned  feels  emboldened  by  these  high  reflections,  and 
approaches,  with  an  anxious  sulicitude,  but  a  just  confi- 
dence, the  proposition  to  unite  the  two  people  under  one 
and  the  same  Government. 

Numerous  examples  of  the  amalgamation  of  sovereign- 
ties may  be  found  in  the  history  of  nntionsi  but  force,  and 
not  a  mutual  affection  and  interest,  has  been  the  general 
inducement  to  the  formation  of  such  bonds,  and  it  is,  per- 
haps, impossible  to  find  in  the  annals  of  any  age  a  com- 
plete precedent  of  the  one  now  under  diacuasion.  Texas 
seeks  to  be  annexed,  first  and  foremost,  because  she  is  a 
nation  of  the  same  blood  with  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  history  of  this  country  is  her  history.  She 
claims  annexation  by  the  kindred  ties  of  blood,  language, 
inatitutions ;  by  a  common  origin,  by  a  common  hiatory, 
and  by  a  common  freedom.  Her  gallant  aona  were  born 
upon  your  soil,  and  they  exult  in  the  conviction  that  at 
Goliad,  San  Antonio,  Conception,  and  San  Jacinto,  they 
attested  the  legitimacy  of  their  Anglo-American  blood ;  and, 
appealing  to  victories  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  they  ask  if 
the  single  star  of  Texas  is  not  worthy  to  be  added  to  the 
brilliant  cluster  on  their  mother  flag  1 

In  the  short  period  of  two  years  l*exas  has  revolted, 
formed  a  provisional  Gevernment,  declared  her  indepen- 
dence, achieved  it  by  the  sword,  formed  and  adopted  a 
civil  conntitution,  established   a  permanent  Government, 
and  obtained  at  the  bands  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  Gov- 
ernments in  the  world  an  acknowledgment  of  her  indepen- 
dence.   She  has  a  territory  estimated  at  near  two  hundred 
thousand  square  miles ;  a  population  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand, capable  of  promptly  throwing  into  the  field  an  army 
of  eight  thousand  strong ;  and  such  is  the  fertility  of  her  soil, 
and  the  industry  of  her  people,  that,  besides  the  productions 
necessary  for  the  support  of  her  population,  her  exports  of 
cotton  will  probably   this  year  amount  to  fifty  thousand 
bales.    Her  revenue,  arising  from  imposts  and  taxes  under 
a  law  of  the  late  Congress,  without  reference  to  the  income 
accruing  from  the  sales  of  the  public  domain,  has  been  es- 
timated at  half  a  million  of  dollars.     The  great  extent  of 
her  public  domain,  capable  of  sustaining  a  population  of 
ten  millions,  embracing  every  variety  of  soil,  and  blessed 
with   a  climate  most  propitious  for  agricultural  pursuits^ 
justifies  the  assertion  that  Texas  is,  for  her  population,  a 
nation  of  equal  resources  with  any  other  on  the  globe,    Ths 
undersigned,  therefore,  feels  confident  that  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  State  will  at  once  perceive  that  the  people 
of  Texas,  in  assigning  their  affection  for  the  people  of  ths 
United  States,  as  tlieir  principal  reason  for  desiring  annex- 
ation, are  amply  provided  with  all  ths  resouroes  to  become 
of  themselves  a  powerful  nation. 

Thus,  then,  it  is  that  Texas,  in  seeking  to  place  herself 
among  the  States  of  the  Union,  is  prompted  mainly  by  a 
filial  reverence  for  the  constitution  and  the  people  of  ths 
United  States.  She  has  no  expectation  of  an  invasion, 
much  less  of  a  reconquest,  at  the  bands  of  Mexico.  The  hu- 
miliating defeat  and  capture  of  General  Santa  Anna  at  San 
Jacinto  is  too  fresh  upon  the  memories  of  her  soldiery  to 
justify  the  indulgence  of  any  such  apprehensions.  Nor 
does  she  seek  annexation  as  a  shield  of  protection  against 
the  interference  of  European  monarchies.  Since  the  recog- 
nition of  her  independence  by  ths  Government  of  this 
conntry,  she  has  too  much  reliance  upon  the  wisdom  and 
the  justice  of  England  and  France  to  suppose  that  dther 
of  the  crowned  heads  of  those  two  nations  will  occupy  any 
other  than  positions  of  the  most  decided  neutrality  with 
reference  to  the  diificuhies  between  Mexico  and  herself; 
and  should  this  proposition  of  annexation  not  be  acceded 
|0  by  this  Government,  she  confidently  expects  at  the  hand 
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of  every  civilized  nation  of  Europe  the  honors  of  a  recogni- 
tion as  a  preliminary  inep  to  the  formation  of  treaties  of 
amity  and  commerce. 

In  reviewing  the  interests  of  the  two  republics,  involved 
in  this  question  of  annexation,  the  undersigned  cannot 
concede  that  the  United  Sutes  encounters  an  equal  sacri- 
fice with  the  people  of  Texas.  Texas  brings  to  this  nego- 
tiation not  only  the  resources  already  recapitulated,  but  her 
sovereignty.  She  brings,  too,  that  which  in  the  eyes  of 
the  naval  Powers  of  Europe,  will  constitute  the  material 
gfound  for  the  formation  of  the  most  liberal  commercial 
treaties,  viz :  her  immense  forests  of  live  oak,  comprising, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  President  Houston,  in  his 
message  of  the  6th  of  May,  1837,  <*four-ftfths  of  all  that 
species  of  timber  now  in  the  world."  She  brings,  too,  a 
market  for  all  the  various  manufactures  and  for  all  the  ag- 
ricultural products  of  the  United  States,  excepting  those  of 
cotton  and  sugar,  and  these  she  will  contribute  from  her 
own  soil  to  swell  the  already  colossal  amount  of  the  exports 
of  this  nation.  The  territory,  and  with  it  the  enterprise  of 
the  country  will  be  extended ;  her  political  power  will  be 
increased,  and  the  undersigned  trusts  that  he  will  not  be 
considered  intrusive  in  expressing  his  deep  conviction  that 
the  union  of  these  States  will  be  strengthened  by  the  an- 
nexation of  a  people  whose  prot^.dest  impulses  are  for  its 
continuance  and  glory. 

What  advantage  Uie  United  States  brings  to  this  nego- 
tiation, the  undersigned  will  not  presume  to  suggest.  Her 
immense  resources,  her 'splendid  fleets,  her  power  to  raise 
armies,  her  magnificent  Government,  her  unexampled  ca- 
reer of  prosperity,  her  incomparable  administration  of  jus- 
tice, and,  fiaally,  all  her  attributes  of  greatness,  are  sources 
of  as  much  congratulation  to  the  people  of  Texas  as  they 
can  possibly  be  to  herself.  What  Texas  wishes  at  the 
bands  of  the  Government  of  this  Union  is  simply  annexa- 
tion, an  amalgamation  of  flags ;  and  the  undersigned  as- 
sures the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  that  this  is  the 
solitary  advantage  which  he  seeks  to  gain  in  this  negotia- 
tion, but  which,  he  begs  leave  to  say,  he  hopes  to  accom- 
plish upon  the  high  principle  of  a  strict  adhbrence  to  the 
just  rights  and  dignity  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Texian 
nation. 

The  undersigned  will  not  conceal  from  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  State,  his  apprehensions  that  any  delay  in  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  annexation  may  be  fatal  to  its 
ultimate  accomplishment.  Diplomatic  relations  with  fo- 
reign Powers  are  now  in  the  progress  of  being  established, 
and  the  result  of  these  interchanges  will  be  commercial 
treaties,  involving  difficulties  which  may  be  insurmounta* 
ble  in  any  subsequent  arrangement  of  the  question,  and, 
therefore,  the  undersigned  is  especially  instructed  to  urge, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  the  immediate  discussion 
and  negotiation  of  a  treaty  of  annexation.  Texas  is  not 
disposed  to  yield  to  any  foreign  nation  the  privileges  of  her 
coast,  involving  the  command  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  nor 
can  she  concede  them  to  the  United  States,  unless  in  a 
treaty  of  union.  As  an  independent  Power,  her  interests 
would  conflict  with  those  of  the  United  Sutes,  and,  with- 
out annexation,  her  struggle  in  the  formation  of  commer- 
cial treaties  would  most  naturally  be  directed  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  principle  of  a  preference  of  her  cotton  and 
other  products  in  foreign  markets  over  those  of  the  United 
States,  and  suph -relations,  when  once  established,  would, 
it  will  be  at  once  perceived,  very  much  embarrass^  if  not 
render  totally  impracticable,  a  treaty  of  annexation. 

it  is  a  matter  not  to  be  disguised,  that  Texas  must  chiefly 
people  her  extensive  domain  from  the  United  States.  With 
tssoil  better  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  sugar 
than  that  of  this  country,  and  with  all  the  benefits  of  com- 
mercial treaties  concentrated  upon  the  advancement  of  these 
two  interests,  she  would  present  herself  as  a  powerful  rival 
lo  the  agriculture  of  this  Union.     With  the  same  political 


institutions,  tf^heaper  soil,  and  superior  advaDtsgH  to  tin 
cotton  and  8>igar  planter,  she  would  drain  this  coontry  of 
much  of  its  most  valuable  labor  and  population,  butwhiite 
to  such  an  extent  as  seriously  to  afikt  the  interest  of  thi 
United  States,  the  undersigned  will  not  presums  to  ia|> 
gest  Texas,  too,  as  an  independent  nation,  most,  in  ilii 
regulation  of  her  land  system,  present,  io  the  cfaeapneM  tt 
her  prices,  the  highest  inducements  to  emigntioD;  ud 
will,  no  doubt,  loon  claim  the  attention  of  that  trua-tA- 
lantic  enterprise  and  capital  which  now  flow  into  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  most  respectfully  to  niggHt 
to  the  honorable  the  SecreUry  of  State,  that  in  theefentflf 
Texas  remaining  lA  the  attitude  of  an  independeot  Pover, 
there  will  arise,  from  the  very  strict  resemblance  of  t|i 
people  and  the  instiluttons  of  the  two  countriei,  nmf 
questions  of  conflicting  interest,  the  adjustment  of  vinck 
will  be  most  difficult  and  painful.  Tt  would  be  impooAb 
for  the  people  of  Texas  to  regard  thoce  of  the  United  Suta 
in  the  character  of  foreigners,  and  separated  fiom  en 
another  by  only  an  imaginary  line.  It  may  Curly  be  pe* 
dieted  that  the  local  authorities  of  the  two  Powen  wooii 
come  into  frequent  and  violent  collision.  The  admitntn* 
tion  of  the  law  would  be  interrupted,  or  its  penaltia  en- 
ded ;  and,  in  the  general  entanglement  of  juriidictioDi  ipM 
the  frontier,  it  is  feared  that  public  justice  woold  not  be 
wpII  sustained.  It  would  be  impracticable  for  either  Powv 
to  enforce  its  revenue  system,  and  abonld  the  tariflSi  of  die 
two  countries  difler  essentislly,  as  must  be  tbe  casS)  nodiiif 
but  the  enforcement  of  the  most  cruel  and  unpopQlar  livi 
could  possibly  secure  the  just  collection  of  custom^eiMe 
duties. 

The  undersigned,  in  discussing  this  question,  beg*  ^ 
call  the  attention  of  Che  honorable  the  SecreUiy  of  State  le 
the  fact,  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  would  insnie  tP  the 
United  States  the  complete  command  of  the  Galfofila' 
ico.  There  b  no  point  on  the  whole  coast  of  that  mtgnil- 
cent  sea  more  admirably  suited  to  the  purposes  of  ^J^"^ 
depot  than  Galveston ;  and,  aituated  as  it  is  in  the  midit  of 
interminable  groves  of  live  oak,  ships  of  war  might  be  bw 
and  equipped  for  sea,  as  it  were  within  sight  of  the  teiy 
forests  out  of  which  tSey  were  constructed.  This  coontrt 
having  already  a  vast  interest  to  protect  on  the  shoiei* 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico^  tbe  concentrated  tiade  of  the  Wert* 
Mew  Orieans,  of  Alabama  at  Mobile,  and  of  the  Flondi 
cities,  would  find,  ia  the  possession  of  Texas,  the  meeBi 
of  occupying  a  poiition  of  decided  supremacy  over  the 
waters  of  the  Gulf;  and  it  is  questioned  whether  e«n  tej 
possession  of  Cuba  would  bring  with  it  tboM  bciUtieia 
controlling  and  keeping  in  check  the  pretension  of  *.""| 
Power,  which  ^ould  accrue  from  the  extension  of  theli«» 
of  the  United  States  to  the  line  of  the  Rio  del  Norte. 

It  is  most  respectfolly  suggested  whether  the  anoexitioD 
of  Texas  would  not  contribute  to  insure  the  pw*  °J.™ 
Indian  frontier  of  the  two  countries,  and  thus  «i^^ 
the  farthest  southwest  tbe  boundaries  of  civilisatioDainOi 
protection  and  privilegea  of  order  and  good  govenwwP*' 
By  her  admission  into  the  Union,  the  present  Soulhwe^ta 
Sutes  could  be  easily  protected  from  the  numerooi  W» 
of  the  Camanches  and  other  savages  now  accomuWed  oi 
their  frontier,  and  it  is  questioned  whether  any  thingwo«» 
ao  impress  the  minds  of  the  Indian  warriors  with  •  •«* 
of  our  power  as  the  onion  of  two  people,  whooii  «*•*•  ™* 
vided  and  single-handed,  they  found  to  be  invinciNs  m 
arms. 

The  undersigned  most  respectfully  represente  to  w  bob- 
orable  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  in  this  pspcr  bed^ 
not  presume  to  have  presented  all  the  inducemento  w  U»« 
union  of  the  two  republics.  He  has  not  thought  it  JJ* 
spectful  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  tbe  •>!"*™J 
the  Secretary  of  State,  either  by  an  extended  ^^^^r[ 
reaouices  of  Texas,  or  of  the  mutual  benafltt  in^olvad  is 
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Iraity  of  annexadon.  The  miReral  waailh  of  the  coantry, 
flompriiitng  valuable  mioea  of  ailver  and  lead,  immeiiM 
alralaof  iron  and  coal,  and  salt^apringa  in  great  abundance, 
hai  not  been  properly  appreciated.  Nor  has  the  under 
■gnad  thought  it  neceaaary  to  allude  to  the  immenae  fur 
trade  which  would  be  thrown  into  the  lap  of  the  enterpriae 
of  the  United  Butes  by  the  annexation  of  Texas.  The 
great  aid  and  fadlitica  which  Texaa,  aa  an  integral  part  of 
fhia  Union,  might  render  to  the  adventurous  traders,  who, 
in  caraTana,  penetrate  from  Missouri  to  Santa  P^,  and  in 
general  to  the  inland  trade  of  the  United  Statea,  with  the 
countries  bordering  on  the  Pacific,  have  all  been  left  un- 
explained ;  and  the  undersigned  tbrowv  himself  upon  the 
courtesy  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  in  deatring 
him  to  believe  that,  as  he  has  not  entered  into  any  of  the 
details  of  such  a  treaty  of  annexation  aa  Texas  might  pro- 
pose, but  confined  himself  to  the  submission  of  the  propo- 
Rtion  itself,  bo  he  has  not  thought  fit  to  discuss  severally 
all  the  various  interests  involved,  but  merely  has  aubjected 
them  to  a  general,  and,  he  trufita,  a  candid  review. 

In  closing  this  paper,  the  undersigned  appeals  to  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  o(  State,  and,  referring  him  to  the 
details  of  the  history  of  the  Texian  revolution  herein  set 
fntb,  asks,  in  the  natne  of  national  honor,  humanity,  and 
justice,  if  a  nation  whose  career  has  been  marked,  like  that 
of  Mexico,  by  a  constant  violation  of  the  most  solemn  treaty 
obligations,  by  a  series  of  the  most  Kcenttoua  revolutions, 
hj  a  moat  shameful  prostitution  of  the  lives,  the  liberties, 
and  the  property  of  her  people,  and,  in  short,  by  every  act 
of  perfidy  and  cruelty  recorded  in  the  history  of  barbarian^ 
has  not  thereby  forfeited  all  claims  to  the  respect  of  the 
Governments  of  civilized  nations  t  Look  to  her  continued 
iflterrupftoRB  of  the  peaceable  citizens  of  Texas,  industri- 
ously engaged  in  the  Improvements  of  their  estates,  and  in 
the  actual  aggrandizement  of  the  Mexican  empire ;  to  her 
demolition  hy  military  force  of  the  constitution  of  1824 ;  to 
;  her  bloody  war  of  extermination  under  President  Santa 
Anna ;  to  her  butchery  of  those  gallant  Tcxiahs  who  sur- 
:  renilered  their  arms  under  the  sacred  flag  of  a  tapitulation 
t  in  which  their  lives  were  guarantied ;  and  prono\ince,  if  the 
:  enormity  of  her  misdeeds  entitles  her  to  be  any  longer  con- 
sidered, the  undersigned  will  not  say  a  nation  of  responsi- 
f  bifity,  but  even  of  humanity.  The  undersigned,  however, 
forbears  to  continue  this  appeal,  so  irrelevant,  and  perhaps 
so  unnecessary,  to  the  due  consideration  of  the  aubject  un- 
der discussion.  The  world  will  do  ample  justice  to  the 
Biagnaniinity  of  Texas  in  forbearing  to  visit  upon  the  heads 
of  the  recreant  tyrant  and  his  captured  boat  that  retaliation 
which  their  oflenccs  against  the  laws  of  nations  and  the 
lights  of  mankind  so  signally  deserved. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  most  respectfully  begs 
leave  to  congratulate  the  honoralde  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
Qpon  the  spectacle  exhibited  in  this  discussien,  and  which 
IS  so  honorable  a  commentary  upon  the  excellency  of  the 
Government  of  this  country,  viz :  a  sovereign,  froe,  and 
warlike  people,  fresh  from  the  field  of  their  own  victories 
and  glory,  seeking  to  surrender  their  nationality  as  the 
price  of  a  place  among  the  United  States,  to  become  parti- 
cipants of  the  wisdom  of  its  lawn,  and  the  renown  of  its  arms. 
The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy 
extraordinary  of  the  republic  ofTcxai,  afKrlogizes  to  the 
bonomble  the  Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  United  Stales,  for 
the  great  length  of  this  noic7  and  begs  to  tender  to  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  renewed  assurances  of  his 
most  distinguished  considcratir)n. 

MEMUCAN  HUNT. 
To  the  Hon.  Johw  Forstth, 

Secretttn/  of  State  uftht  United  States, 

To  Qanetal  Mimucan  Huirr,  dec. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  United  Stateii, 
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has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  his  ezoelleDcy 
General  Hunt,  envoy  extraordinary  and  miniater  plenipo- 
tentiary of  Texas,  dated  the  4th  instant,  proposing  a  ne- 
gotiation for  the  purpose  of  annexing  that  country  to  the 
United  Statea. 

That  communication  haa  been  laid  before  the  Preaident, 
who  haa  considered  it  with  juat  aensibility.  In  giving  to 
the  undersigned  instructions  to  present,  in  reply,  a  prompt 
and  deciaive  indication  of  the  course  it  haa  been  deemed 
neoeasary  to  adopt,  the  President  indulges  U&e  confident 
expectation  that  no  unfriendly  spirit  towarda  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  people  of  Texas  will  or  can  be  imputed  to  the 
United  States. 

Neither  the  duties  nor  the  settled  policy  of  the  United 
Statea  permit  them  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  historical  facts  related  by  General  Hunt,  nor 
to  allow  them,  if  even  admittad  to  be  correct,  to  control 
the  decision  of  the  question  presented  by  him.  The  Uni- 
ted Statea  were  foremost  in  acknowledging  the  indepen- 
dence of  Mexico,  and  have  uniformly  desired  and  endeavor- 
ed to  cultivate  relations  of  friendship  with  that  Power. 
Having  always,  aince  the  formation  of  their  Government, 
been  exempt  from  civil  wars,  they  have  learat  the  value  of 
internal  quiet,  and  have  conaeqoently  been  anxious  yet 
paaaive  apectalors  of  the  feuds  with  which  their  neighbor 
has  been  afflicted.  Although  in  the  controversy  between 
Texas  and  Mexico,  circumatances  have  existed,  and  eventa 
have  occurred,  peculiarly  calculated  to  enlist  the  sympa- 
thies of  our  people,  the  effort  of  the  Government  has  been 
to  look  upon  that  diapute  also,  with  the  aame  rigid  impar- 
tiality with  which  it  has  regarded  all  other  Mexican  com- 
motiona. 

In  determining  with  respect  to  tlie  independence  of  other 
countries,  the  United  States  have  never  taken  the  question 
of  right  between  the  contending  parties  into  consideration. 
They  have  deemed  it  a  dictate  of  duty  and  policy  to  de- 
cide upon  the  question  aa  one  of  fact  merely.  I'hia  was 
the  course  pursued  with  respect  to  Mexico  herself.  It  was 
adhered  to  when  analogous  eventa  rendered  it  proper  to 
investigate  the  que  4ion  of  Texian  independence.  That 
inquiry  was  made  wiih  due  circumspection,  and  the  result 
was  not  arrived  at  until  its  probable  consequences  had 
been  accurately  weighetl.  The  poseibility  of  a  collision  of 
interesta,  arising,  among  other  causes,  from  the  alleged 
superior  aptitude  of  the  climate  and  soil  of  Texaa  for  the 
growth  of  some  of  the  staples  of  the  United  States,  was 
not  overlooked.  A  sense  of  duty  and  a  reverence  for  con-* 
sistency,  however,  it  was  considered,  left  this  Government 
no  alternative,  and  it  therefore  led  the  way  in  recognising 
Texas.  A  hope  was  certainly  entertained  that  this  act, 
and  the  motives  that  conduced  to  it,  even  if  no  other  con- 
siderations wore  to  have  influence,  would  point  out  to  the 
Government  of  Texas  the  propriety  not  only  of  cherishing 
intimate  and  amicable  relations  with  this  country,  but  of 
abstaining  from  other  connexions  abroad  which  might  be 
detrimental  to  the  United  States.  Apart  from  this,  how- 
ever, it  was  presumed  that  Government  would  enter  upon 
the  execution  of  the  inlentiona  intimated  by  its  envoy  ex- 
tr.iordinary,  with  respect  to  connexions  with  foreign  Pow- 
ers, with  a  full  unilerstanding  of  the  just  and  liberal  com- 
mercial stipulations  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
other  nations.  A  pervadiug  principle  of  those  compacts  is 
impartial  treatment  of  the  citizens,  vessels,  and  productions 
of  the  parties  in  their  respective  territories.  As  it  was  not 
to  be  believed  that  the  commercial  allies  of  the  United 
States  would  swerve  from  their  engagements,  no  appre- 
hension was  felt  that  the  interests  of  this  country  would 
suffer  from  the  arrangemonta  which  Texas  might  enter  in- 
to with  them. 

The  question  of  the  annexation  of  a  foreign  indepen- 
dent State  to  the  United  States  has  never  before  been  pre- 
sentrd  to  this  Government.     Since  the  adoption  of  their 
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constitaiion,  two  large  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
domain  originally  claimed  by  the  United  States.  In  ac- 
quiring them  thia  Government  was  not  actuated  by  a  mere 
thirst  for  sway  over  a  broader  space.  Paramount  inter- 
ests of  many  members  of  the  confederacy,  and  the  perma- 
nent well  being  of  all,  imperatively  urged  upon  this  Gov- 
ernment the  necessity  of  an  extension  of  its  jurisdiction 
over  Louisiana  and  Florida.  As  peace,  however,  was  our 
cherished  policy,  never  to  be  departed  from  unless  honor 
should  bo  perilled  by  adhering  to  it,  we  patiently  endured 
for  a  time  serious  inconveniences  and  privations,  and 
sought  a  transfer  of  those  regions  by  negotiations  and  not 
by  conquest. 

The  issue  of  those  negotiations  was  a  conditional  ces- 
sion ef  these  countries  to  the  United  States.  The  circum- 
stance, however,  of  their  being  colonial  possessions  of 
France  and  Spain,  and  therefore  dependent  on  the  me- 
tropolitan Governments,  renders  those  transactions  ma- 
terially difierent  from  that  which  would  be  presented  by 
the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas.  .The  latter  is  a 
Slate  with  an  independent  Government,  acknowledged  as 
such  by  the  United  Slates,  and  claiming  a  territory  beyond, 
though  bordering  on  the  region  ceded  by  France,  in  the 
treaty  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  Whether  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  contemplated  the  annexation  of 
such  a  State,  and  if  so,  in  what  manner  that  object  is  to 
be  ejected,  are  questional,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
it  would  be  inexpedient,  under  existing  circumstances,  to 
agitate. 

So  long  as  Texas  shall  remain  at  war,  while  the  Untied 
States  are  at  peace  with  her  adversary,  the  proposition  of 
the  Toxian  minister  plenipotentiar>L  necessarily  involves 
the  question  of  war  with  that  adversary.  The  United 
States  are  bound  to  Mexico  by  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, which  will  be  scrupubmsly  observed  on  their  part, 
so  long  as  it  can  be  reasonably  hoped  that  Mexico  will  per- 
form her  duties  and  respect  our  rights  under  it.  The  Uni- 
ted States  might  justly  bo  siuipected  of  a  disregard  of  the 
friendly  purposes  of  the  compact,  if  the  overture  of  General 
Hunt  were  to  bo  even  reserved  for  future  consideration,  as 
this  would  imply  a  disposition  on  our  part  to  espouse  the 
quarrel  of  Texas  with  Mexico — a  disposition  wholly  at  va- 
riance with  the  spirit  of  the  trea4y,  wiih  the  uniform  policy 
and  the  obvious  welfare  of  the  Unite'J  Statea. 

The  inducements  mentioned  by  General  Hunt,  for  the 
United  States  to  annex  Texas  to  their  territory,  are  duly  ap- 
preciated ;  but  powerful  and  weighty  as  they  certainly  are, 
they  are  light  when  opposed  In  the  scale  of  reason  to  treaty 
obligations  and  respect  for  that  integrity  of  character  by 
which  the  United  States  have  sought  to  distingubh  them- 
selves since  the  establishment  of  their  right  to  claim  a  place  in 
the  great  family  of  nations.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that 
the  motives  by  which  Texas  has  been  governed  in  making 
this  overture,  will  have  equal  force  in  impelling  her  to  pre- 
serve, as  an  independent  Power,  the  most  liberal  commer- 
cial relations  with  the  United  Sutes.  Such  a  disposition 
will  be  cheerfully  met  in  a  corres|Kmdirig  spirit  by  this 
Government.  If  the  answer  which  the  undersigned  has 
been  directed  to  give  to  the  proposition  of  General  Hunt 
should  unfortunately  work  such  a  change  in  the  sentiments 
of  that  Government  as  to  indute  an  attempt  to  extend  com- 
mercial relations  elsewhere,  upon  terms  prejudicial  to  the 
United  States,  this  Government  will  be  consoled  by  a  con- 
sciousness of  the  rectitude  of  iu  intentions,  and  a  certain- 
ty that,  although  the  hazard  of  transient  losses  may  be  in- 
curred by  a  rigid  ailhcrence  to  just  principles,  no  lasting 
prosperity  can  be  secured  when  they  nre  disregarded. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occaaion  to  offer 
General  Hunt  renewed  sraurances  of  his  very  distinguished 
consideration.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Dbpabtmsxt  of  State, 

Washingion^  August  2ft,  1837. 


General  Hunt  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

TsXIAlf  LS0ATI05, 

Washington  cityf  September  12, 1837. 

Sm:  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  ind  niu 
ter  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  has  ibe  host 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  l^oDoiabkXi 
Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Stato,  of  tb 
25th  of  August,  in  reply  to  the  proposition  which  In  bi 
the  honor  to  submit  on  the  4th  of  the  same  nonth,  to  m 
gotiate  a  treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Texu  to  the  Uuto 
States. 

The  undersigned  was  aware  that,  in  recogDiwigt)»ii 
dependence  of  Texas^  the  question  of  right  was  not  tika 
into  consideration  by  the  Government  of  the  United  8uia 
It  was  with  a  proper  understanding  of  the  settled  policy  i 
this  Government  in  simihr  cases^  that  the  claim  of  Toi 
to  the  justice  of  a  recognition  waa  placed  by  his  coUnii 
and  himself  upon  her  actual  eziatence  as  an  iodcfeodn 
Power,  and  the  impossibility  of  a  rcconqucst  at  the  baad 
of  Mexico.  Although,  by  the  issue  of  that  negotiatias,  ih 
question  of  fact  was  satisfactorily  determined,  it  «ii  M 
deemed  inappropriate,  after  the  misrcprese ntatioui  of  lb 
late  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleoipotenlivj  i 
Mexico,  to  preface  the  propoeiiion  for  the  aiuexttiooi 
Texas  to  the  United  States  with  a  plain  eUtemeat  of  i 
causes  which  led  to,  and  the  events  which  grew  oatoi^ki 
aeparation  from  Mexico,  so  conclusively  sliowiog  ibit  Ikq 
can  never  be  reunited ;  and,  for  an  additional  reasoo,  M 
he  will  presently  show,  the  undersigned  adberai  to  ifa 
opinion  that  the  simple  narrative  of  Acta  which  the  ^ 
aide  Secretary  of  Stato  declines  examining  into,  caDiKAh 
regarded  as  irrelevant  in  a  proposition  for  the  aoDexaiiaif 
Texas  to  the  United  States. 

The  venerable  ex-President,  General  Jackson,  ««ii 
strongly  impressed  with  a  belief,  at  one  time  during  bin' 
minisuation,  that  the  negotiati<m  then  pending  lor  tin « 
quisition  of  Texas  would  be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  U0 
able  issue,  that  he  tendered  the  office  of  Goveroor  of  I* 
Territory  of  Texas  to  the  late  Governor  H.  G.  BuiUM^t 
North  Carolina,  to  be  entered  upon  so  soon  at  the  in^ 
of  cession  should  be  completed.  (See  a  publication  ooi 
subject  of  Governor  Burton's  appoint roent.)  The  Mi 
principles,  it  appears  to  the  undersigned,  weremfoheji 
the  negotiation  for  the  acquisition  of  Texas  from  Meiii| 
previously  to  the  recognition  of  the  iodepcndence  of  i 
latter  by  Spain,  which  are  now  presented  by  the  ^^ti^ 
of  the  annexation  of  Texaa  to  the  United  Slates  pievM 
to  the  recognition  of  her  independence  by^Mexico ;  and  ■ 
bis  excellency,  the  President  of  the  United  Sute^  ciM 
tained  any  inclination  to  negotiate  a  treaty  for  the  bii0< 
lion  of  Texas,  a  hope  which  had  been  fondly  cheriihdji 
he  had  expiessed  a  determination  to  carry  out  the 
and  conform  to  the  general  policy  of  his  venerable  pr 
sor,  it  does  appear  to  the  undersigned,  but  with  (li«tii 
ed  deference  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth's  opinioM 
contrary,  that  neither  a  sense  of  duty  nor  the  settled; 
of  this  Government,  during  the  adminii^traiion  ofibo^ 
ble  cx-Presideut,  would  have  pri  vented  an  examiaauoni 
the  accuracy  of  the  historical  facte  accompanying  the  pit 
si  lion.  That  brief  compendium,  which  is  believed  to  l«| 
reel,  will  show  that  there  is  as  liiUc  prospect  of  the  rrto^ 
Texas  by  Mexico  at  this  time  as  there  was  of  the  rwonqp 
of  Mexico  by  Spain,  at  the  time  that  General  J>c(f^ 
lieved  that  the  charg^  d'affaires  (Mr.  ButlerJ  of  thw; 
emment  had  succeed  in  negotiating  the  arquisitio>|<|^ 
If  the  act  of  the  annexalion  of  Texas  «onld_if 


as. 


the  United  States  in  a  war  with  Mexico  at  thi«  ^^. 
undersigned  is  at  a  loss  to  perceive  why  ft  similar  rtf«' 
not  anticipated  with  Spain  in  event  "f  a  ccsrion  of  J 
by  Mexico.      Texas  asked  nothing  more  of  the  ti 
States,  in  proposing  V)  negotiate  for  her  annexation, 
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imporlant  qii«itioQ ;  and,  from  thm  tonnr  of  the  note  md- 
druBfled  to  them  by  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 
ibey  presumed  he  could  haCe  no  objection  to  regard  the 
above-mentioned  treaty  as  in  full  force,  aud  binding  upon 
the  Uniied  States. 

The  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  replied  that, 
although  the  limits  as  settled  by  the  treaty  of  Washington 
were  liable  to  some  objections,  and  might  be  altered  advan- 
tageously for  both  the  contracting  parties,  as  he  had  before 
frequently  explained,  still,  if  the  Government  of  Mexico  in- 
sisted upon  the  execution  of  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of 
that  treaty,  be  could  not  object  to  it. 

The  Mexican  plenipotentiaries  said  that  their  Gotern* 
ment  had  invariably  acted  upon  the  principle  that  Mexico 
was  bound  to  respect  the  treaties  of  the  Spanish  monarchy 
prior  to  the  declaration  of  her  independence ;  as  fur  instance 
Great  Britain  had  acquired  rights  from  Spain  within  the 
territory  of  Mexico^  (in  the  Iny  of  Honduras,)  which,  how- 
ever inconvenient  to  this  Government,  it  was  proposed  not 
to  disturb,  and  had  acknowledged  the  existence  of  those 
\    fights  in  the  recent  treaty  with  that  Power. 
I       The  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  replied  that  he 
I    did  not  inteiid  to  dispute  the  validity  of  a  treaty  concluded 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Spain  at  a  period  when  Mex- 
I    ico  formed  a  component  part  of  the  Spanish  monarchy ; 
I    and  that  it  was  evident,  from  former  conferences,  and  from 
I    his  note  on  that  subject,  that  he  had  never  controverted 

I  this  priacipie.  Any  alteration  of  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton most  depend  upon  the  mutual  consent  of  the  present 
coatricting  parties ;  but  as  the  Executive  and  the  Chamber 
of  Depatiet  of  Mexico  appeared  determined  to  insist  upon 
carrying  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of  that  treaty  into  ef- 

'    feet,  he  should  no  longer  object  to  iL 

^       It  was  then  agreed  that  the  treaty  of  limits  should  be 

II  made  separately,  because  this  was  a  permanent  convention, 
|i   whereas  thai  of  amity,  navigation,  and  commerce,  was  in- 
tended to  exist  only  for  a  limited  period. 

f  J.  R.  POINSETT, 

f  8.  COMACHO. 

$  J.  Y.  ESTEVA. 

'    Protocol  of  the  second  conference  between  the  plenipotenti' 
ary  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  plenipoten' 
*       fiaries  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  held  on  the  lOth 
'       of  January,  1828. 

.       Present,  the  plenipotentiaries. 

The  following  preamble  and  article  were  drawn  up  and 
sgreed  t«j,  viz : 
«*The  limits  of  the  United  States  of  America  with  the 
'    bordering  territories  of  Mexico  having  been  fixed  and  desig- 
'    naled  by  a  solemn  trraty  concluded  and  signed  at  Wash- 
ington on  the  22d  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
'    Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  between 
the  respective  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America  on  the  one  part,,  and  of  that  of 
8poin  on  the  other :   and  whereas  the  said  treaty  having 
been  sanctioned  at  a  period  when  Mexico  constituted  a  part 
of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  it  is  deemed  necessary  now  to 
confirm  the  validity  of  the  aforesaid  treaty  of  limits,  regard- 
ing it  as  still  in  force  and  binding  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  United  Mexican  Sutes. 

"Art.  1.  The  dividing  limit  of  the  respective  bordering 
territories  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  of  the  Uni- 
ted Mexican  States,  being  the  same  as  were  agreed  and 
fixed  upon  by  the  above-mentioned  treaty  of  Washington, 
concluded  and  signed  on  the  22d  of  February,  in  the  year 
1819,  the  two  high  contracting  parties  will  proceed  forth- 
with to  carry  into  full  effect  the  ihird  and  frurth  articles  of 
sMd  treaty,  which  are  herein  recited,  as  follows  " 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
8.  COMACHO. 
J.  Y.  ESTEVA. 


Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr,  Clay — Extract, 

LsoATioir  or  THE  Umited  Statis, 

Mexico,  April  24,  1828. 
Si  a  :  The  treaty  of  limits  has  been  ratified  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  Is  now  l)ofore  the  Senate.  You 
will  perceive  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  send  the  ratifica- 
tion of  this  Government  to  Washington  in  time  for  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications  to  take  place  within  the  term  desig- 
nated by  the  treaty.  This  delay  has  originated  from  the 
extreme  indolence  of  the  person  who  formerly  filled  the  of- 
fice of  Secretary  of  State  of  this  republic.  He  kept  this 
treaty  in  his  office  upwards  of  two  months  without  submit- 
ting it  to  Congress,  although  I  repeatedly  represented  to 
him  the  prejudice  that  would  result  from  thi.4  delay,  especi- 
ally to  the.  Mexican  Government,  which  had  already  des- 
patched its  commissioner  to  the  frontiers. 


Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay. 

TjEoatiox  oy  TKB  UiriTKD  Statfa, 

Mexico,  April  26,  1828. 

SiR  :  The  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  concluded  and  signed  on  tlie  12th  of  January  last, 
was  yesterday  ratified  by  the  Mexican  Senate.  The  pe- 
riotl  fixed  by  the  treaty  for  the  exchange  of  ratifications  be- 
ing four  months  from  the  date  of  its  signature,  I  shall  not 
transmit  the  ratification  of  this  Government  by  express. 
It  could  not  possibly  arrive  at  Washington  in  time.  I  re- 
gret the  delay  which  haa  occured  here,  because  1  am  aware 
it  will  render  it  necessary  to  submit  the  treaty  a  second 
time  to  the  Senate.  This  (  ongreas  despatched  it  with  tol- 
erable promptness.  The  delay,  as  I  before  observed,  waa 
occasioned  by  the  dilatory  habits  of  the  former  Secretary 
of  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfally,  sir,  yonr  obe- 
dient servant,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  HsKaT  CtiT, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington. 


Mr.  Poinsett  to  the  Secretary  of  State. — Extract. 

LaeiTioir  of  tbb  Ukitsd  States, 
Mexico,  March  10,  1829. 

In  combination  with  the  Secretary  of  Foreigrv  Relations, 
Don  Lucas  Alaman,  the  President  had  formed  a  plan  to 
negotiate  a  new  treaty  of  boundaries,  by  which  we  were 
to  be  reduced  to  the  margin  of  the  Mississippi ;  for  they  be« 
lieved  that,  by  the  treaty  of  Washington,  we  had  unjustly 
deprived  Spain  of  a  large  portion  of  her  territory.  They 
were  exceedingly  surprised,  therefore,  when  no  objection 
Wms  made  by  this  legation  to  renew  the  negotiations 
on  that  subject  altogether,  with  a  declaration  that,  in  that 
event,  the  Ujiited  States  would  assume  the  line  of  the  Rio 
Bravo  del  Norte  as  the  boundary  ;  as  the  reasons  which 
had  induced  them  to  cede  to  Spain  their  rights  to  that  ter- 
ritory, did  not  apply  to  this  country.  They  were  assn- 
red  that  we  regarded  the  treaty  of  limits  as  binding  upon 
both  parties,  because  it  had  been  concluded  when  Mexico 
formed  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  Spain,  but  that  no  ob- 
jection would  be  made  on  onr  part  to  annul  it.  The  Con- 
gress, more  wise,  compelled  the  Executive  subsequently 
to  confirm  that  treaty. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Van  Buren.-^Extraet. 

LxoATioar  or  the  Uvitbo  States, 
ilfearieo,  July  22,  1829. 
They  at  first  proposed  that  both  parties  should  send  com- 
missioners to  examine  the  country  situated  at  and  near  the 
boundary  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  Washington  from  sea  to 
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of  England  and  France,  and  their  majeetiea'  minUtere,  will 
not  be  without  some  feelings  of  gratification  when  they  be- 
come apprized  of  the  successfal  civil  and  military  career,  al- 
though on  a  limited  scale,  it  is  true,  of  the  decendants  of 
British  and  French  progenitors  in  Texas.  General  Hous- 
ton, the  President  of  the  republic,  is  a  nstive  of  the  United 
States,  but  descended  from  English  and  Irish  parentage. 
He  commanded  at  San  Jacinto,  in  one  of  the  best  battles, 
it  is  supposed,  which  have  been  fought  since  the  introduce 
tion  of  fire-arms.  The  valiant  Genersl  Mirabeau  Lamar, 
Vice  President  of  Texas,  who  commanded  the  cavalry  in 
the  same  fight,  is  likewise  a  native  of  the  United  States,  but 
claims  his  descent  with  pride  from  the  French.  And  the 
undersigned  again  avows  his  persuasion  that  the  crowned 
heads  of  England  and  France,  and  their  majesties*  minis- 
ters, will  not  be  altogether  insensible  to  feelings  of  sympa- 
thy and  regard  for  a  people  whose  Government  is  beaded 
by  individuals  boasting  their  descent  from  the  distinguished 
races  over  which  their  majesties  preside. 

Reason  would  seem  l6  indicate  that  the  tbreign  policy  of 
Texas,  will  be  dissimilar  to  that  of  the  United  States.  Texas 
is  now,  and  it  is  believed  will  continue  to  be,  an  almost 
purely  agricultural  country.  The  agricultural  interest  will 
claim  the  almost  exclusive*  attention  of  the  Government. 
Possibly,  from  the  circumstance  of  her  climate  and  soil 
heing  so  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  hemp,  and  the  great 
Remand  for  rope  and  bagging  in  a  cotton-growing  country, 
the  manfactures  of  these  solitary  articles  msy  be  encour- 
aged at  an  early  period ;  but,  with  these  single  exceptions, 
it  is  not  apprehended  thU  the  capital  and  Isbor  of  the  coun- 
try can  be  so  profitably  employed  in  any  other  species  of 
industry  as  in  the  planting  interest.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  are  numerous  and  greatly 
divenified ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  it  was  found  necessary 
to  establish  such  a  foreign  policy  as  would  best  reconcile 
them  and  redound  to  the  advantage  of  each. 

With  the  most  rigid  adherence  to  whatever  is  just  and 
right,  theGhjyemment  of  Texas  will  naturally  purraesuch  a 
course  of  policy,  foreign  and  domestic,  as  will  bestconduoe 
to  the  increase  of  her  wealth  and  population,  and  thereby 
her  national  power  and  consideration.  Tn  its  intercourse 
abroad,  it  will  endeavor  to  find  those  markeU  where  her 
agricultural  products,  cotton,  sugar,  rice,  tobacco,  &c., 
will  obtain  the  highest  prices,  and  where  such  articles  as 
may  be  needed  for  her  home  consumption  may  be  procured 
at  the  lowest  rates.  If  these  advantages  are  pnsented  in  a 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  United  States,  the  under- 
signed  need  not  say  that  the  warm  predilection  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  and  people  of  Texaa  for  the  Government  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  would  render  such  an  intercourse 
as  agreeable  to  the  former  as  it  would  doubtless  be  advan- 
tageous to  both. 

The  undersigned  most  respectfully  assures  the  honoi^ble 
Mr.  Forsyth,  and  through  him  his  excellency  the  Presi^ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  that  the  prompt  and  decisive  re- 
jection of  the  proposition  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  Sutes  will  not  be  imputed  to  an  unfriendly 
spirit  to  the  Government  and  people  of  Texas. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extrsordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  republic  of  Texas,  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction, renews  to  the  hono'sble  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  the  assurances  of  his  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration  and  regsrd. 

MEMUCAN  HUNT. 
To  the  Hon.  ionn  Forstth, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  State*. 


the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  rtpuhSt 
of  Mexico,     October  3,1837,  read  and  laid  upon  the 
table, 
7b  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  StaUs  .• 

In  compliance  with  the  resoluiion  of  the  House  of  R^ee- 
senUtives  of  the  13th  ultimo,  concerning  the  boundary  l»» 
tween  the  United  Suies  and  the  Mexican  republic,  and  a 
cession  of  territory  belonging  to  the  Mexican  oonfedctatiaB 
to  the  United  Sutes,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  8ccretaiy 
of  State,  and  the  documento  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

WASHiifeTox,  October  2,  1837. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  .* 

The  SecreUry  of  Suto,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resohi- 
tion  of  the  House  ol  Representatives  dated  the  13th  akiaa, 
requesting  the  President  to  communicale  to  that  Honse,  se 
far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  Government  of  the  Unlsd 
States,  and  that  of  Mexico,  concerning  the  boaodaiy  be- 
twelNi  them,  and  particularly  concerning  any  fuvpoailiai 
for  a  cession  of  territory  belonging  to  the  MeKicmn  cok- 
federation  to  the  United  States ;  and  also^  all  eorrcapond- 
ence  relating  thereto  between  the  Departmeoi  of  Stale  and 
the  diplomatic  representatives  of  the  United  Stales  in  Mexi- 
co, atid  of  the  said  Department  with  those  of  the  Mtaaem 
republic  accrediteil  to  the  Government  of  the  United  S^ska, 
has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  o^Mes  of  elllhs 
correspondence  between  the  two  Goveromeots  on  the  suib- 
ject  oi  the  boundary  line,  not  heretofore  oonmianiceied  t» 


Congress,  and  of  all  the  instructions  to  the  repieeentetivss 
of  the  United  States  at  Mexico,  on  the  sutjeetof «  oeaaioe  of 
territory  by  the  Mexican  confederation  to  the  United  Stales. 
No  other  correspondence  between  the  Governments  of  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  has  taken  place  on  the  eolijscl 
of  a  cession  of  territory,  either  at  Mexico  or  at  Wnehwf  ■ 
ton.  In  one  of  his  communications  to  this  Depennsn^ 
however,  Mr.  Butler  mftntions  a  note  which  he  bed  sd- 
dressed  to  Mr.  Alaman  on  the  16th  of  July,  183d,  glviag 
his  reasons  for  reviewing  the  question  of  boundazyp  end 
explaining  the  advantages  which  both  nations  would  pfob», 
ably  derive  by  changing  the  line  from  the  Sabine.  Ne 
copy  of  this  note  has  ever  been  communicated  to  thia  Ss> 
partment,  nor  is  there  any  draught  or  record  of  it  in  tba 
archives  of  the  legation  of  the  United  States  at  llezioo 

The  communications  of  the  representatives  of  the  Unilsdi 
States  to  their  own  Government,  on  that  subject,  aie  with- 
in the  Umitation  contained  in  the  resolution  referred  to  tU>i 
Department. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FOR8TTH. 

DxPAftTMSirr  or  Statb, 

Washington,  October  2,  1887. 


BOUNDARY— UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting the  information  rcouired  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  IZtn  ultimo,  concerning 


last  of  papers  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Seerdarf 
of  State  to  the  President,  dated  October  %,  1897. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  March  36,  1825.     Extract. 

Mr.  Torrens  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  16,  1824. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  September  24,  1826. 

The  same  lo  the  same,  March  15,  1827.     Extract. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  same,  August  25,  1829.  i 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Mr.  Butler,  Mawh  20,  1833.   El^ 

tract. 
Mr.  McLane  to  the  same,  January  13,  1834. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  same,  July  2,  1835.     Extract. 
The  same  to  the  same,  August  6,  1835.     Extract.  ^ 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay,  July  18,  1825.     Extiacle.       \ 
The  same  to  the  same,  July  27,  1825.     Extract.  \ 

Mr.  Alaman  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  July  20,  1825.  i 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Alaman,  July  27,  1825. 
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Boundary^Vhiied  8Uite$  and  Mexico, 


[S6th  Cons.  l»t  SxBfl. 


Mr.  Alsmtn  to  Mr.  Potmett,  AugiMt  10,  18S5.    Extract 

Mr.  Poioaettto  Mr.  OUy,- September  {20,  1826.    Extract. 

The  nine  ta  the  mme,  March  18,  1826.    Extract. 

The  etine  to  the  same,  Joly  12,  1886.     Extract. 

The  nme  to  the  same,  April  10,  1827. 

The  same  to  the  same,  October  6,  1827.     Extract. 

The  same  to  the  same,  January  8,  1828.     Extract. 

The  same  to  the  same,  Febraary  7,  1828.     Extracts. 

Protocols. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay,  April  24,  1828.     ExUact. 

The  same  to  the  same,  April  26,  1828. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to- the  SecreUry  of  State,  March  10,  1829. 
Extract. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  July  22,  1829.  Extract. 

Mr.  Butler  to  the  same.  May  19,  1830.     Extract. 

The  Mexican  plenipotentiariea  to  Mr.   Butler,   May  21, 
1830.     Tranelatton. 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  July  26,  1832. 

Mr.  Gooxalez  to  Mr.  Butler,  February  U,  1833.     Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Botler  to  Mr.  Gonzalez,  February  16,  1833. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr.  Butler,  February  21,  1833.    Trans- 
ktion. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr.  Butler,  February  27,  1833.     Trana- 
lation. 

Mr.  Boder  to  Mr.  Garcia,  September  6,  1833. 

Mr.  Garcia  to  Mr.  Butler,  September  26,  1833.    Transla- 
tion. 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  McLane,  July  I,  1834.     Extract. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Lombardo^  December  21,  1834. 

Mr.  Gatienez  de  Estrada  to  Mr.  Butler,  February  7,  1836. 
Translation. 

Mr.  Botler  to  the  President,  February  26, 1836.  Eztracta. 

Mr.  Gutierrez  de  Estrada  to  Mr.  Butler,  March  29,  1836. 
Translatioa. 

Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr.  Clay,  March  19,  1828. 

Lilt  of  individuala,  &c.     Translatii^s. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Obregon,  March  24,  1828. 

The  Mine  to  the  same,  April  30,  1828. 

Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr.  CUy,  May  1,  1828.    Translation. 

Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr.  Clay,  August  2,  1828.    Translation. 

Mr.  BreottoMr.  Obregon,  August  2,  1828. 

Mr.  Montoyato  Mr.  VanBuren,  April  16,  1829.    Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  VanBuren  to  Mr.  Montoya,  April  22,  1829. 

Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Livingston,  March  26,  1832.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mi.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Montoya,  March  30,  1832. 

Mr.  Montoyato  Mr.  Livingston,  March  31,  1832.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Montoya,  March  31,  1832. 

Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Livingston,  April  3,  1839.  Trans- 
Ution. 

Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Livingston,  April  27, 1832.  Extract. 
Translation. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Montoya,  July  20,  1832. 

Mr.  Csstillo  to  Mr.  McLane,  Dec^ber  2,  1833.  Trans- 
iation. 

Mr.  McLane  to  Mr.  Castillo,  December  31,  1833. 

Mr  Castillo  to  Mr.  McLane,  January  9,  1834.  Extract. 
Translation. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  McLane,  May  26,  1834.  Translation. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Mexico  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States,  October  21,  1834. 
Translation. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forqrtb»  December  4,  1834.  Tran^a- 
tion. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Castillo,  December  11,  1834. 
Mr  Castillo  to  Mr.  Fonyth,  December  16,  1834.    Trans- 
lation. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Castillo,  January  9,  1836. 
Mr,  CutiUo  to  Mr.FoMgrth»  Janowy  12, 1886.  Translation- 


Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forayth,  April  29,  1835.   Translation. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  April  29, 1835.  Translation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Castillo,  May  11,  1835. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Dickins,  June  2,  1835.     Translation. 

Copy  of  the  convention.    Trani»lation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Castillo,  June  4,  1835. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Dickins,  June  6,  1835.    Translation. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  July  10,  1835.    Translation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Castillo,  July  21,  1835. 

The  same  to  the' same,  February  1,  183G.     Extract. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  March  28,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  April  1,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  April  4,  1836.  Translation. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Gorostiza's  general  power.     Tranalation. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Gorostiza's  special  power.     Tranalation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  April  13,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  April  18,  1836.  Transla- 
tion. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  April  18,  1836. 

The  declaration. 

Mr,  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett, — Extract. 

Depastmsnt  of  State, 

Washington,  March  26,  1825. 

•  •  •  • 

The  final  establishment  of  the  limits  between  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  and  those  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States  is  an  intereating  object,  to  which  you  will  di- 
rect your  attention.     By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  <*  of 
amity,  settlement,  and  limits,  bptween  the  Uuite^tates 
of  America  and   hia  Catholic  Majesty,'*  concli^b  and 
aigncd  at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1819, 
it  ia  provided  that  **  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
countries  west  of  the  Mississippi  shall  begin  on  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sabine,  in  the  sea, 
continuing  north,  along  the  weatern  bank  of  that  river, 
to  the  82d  degree  of  latitude ;  thence  by  a  line  due  north, 
to  the  degree  of  latitude  where  it  strikes  the  Rio  Roxo  of 
Natchitoches  or  Red  river  /  then  following  the  course  of 
the  Rio  Roxo  westward,  to  the  degree  of  longitude  100 
weet  from  London  and  23  from  Washington ;  then  cross- 
ing the  said  Red  river,  and  running  thence,  by  a  line  due 
north,  to  the  river  Arkansas;  thence  following  the  course 
of  the  southern  bank  of  the  Arkansas  to  its  source,  in 
latitude  42  degrees  north,  and  thence  by  that  parallel  of 
latitude  to  the  South  sea.     The  whole  being  as  laid  down 
in  Meliah's  map  of  the  United  Statea,  published  at  Phila^ 
delphia,  improved  to  the  first  of  January,  1818.     But  If 
the  source  of  the  Arkansas  river  shall  be  found  to  fall 
north  or  south  of  latitude  42,  then  the  lino  shall  run  from 
the  said  source,  dfxe  south  or  north,  as  the  case  may  be^ 
till  it  meets  the  said  parallel  of  latitude  42,  and  thenoa 
along  the  said  parallel  to  the  South  sea.     All  the  islands 
in  the  Sabine  and  the  said   Red  and  Arkansas  rivers^ 
throughout  the  course  thus  described,  to  belong   to  the 
United  Stetes;  but  the  use  of  the  waters  and  the  navigm- 
tion  of  the  Sabine  to  the  sea,  and  of  the  said  rivers  Roxo 
and  Arkansas,  throughout  the  extent  of  the  aaid  boundary, 
on  their  respective  banks»  shall  be  common  to  the  respec- 
tive inhabitanta  of  both  nations." 

By  the  fourth  article,  provision  is  made  for  the  appoint- 
ment, by  each  of  the  contracting  parties,  of  a  commissioner 
and  surveyor,  to  fix,  with  more  precision,  the  line  de- 
scribed in  the  third,  and  to  place  the  land- marks  which 
shall  designate  exactly  the  limits  of  both  nations ;  but  it 
has  not  yet  been  carried  into  execution.  That  treaty  having 
been  concluded  when  Mexico  composed  a  part  of  the  do- 
minions of  Spain,  ,ia  obligatory  upon  both  the  United 
States  and  Mexico.'  On  the  16th  of  February,  1824, 
Mr.  Torreni^  the  charge  d'affaires  from  Mej^co  near  this 
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Government,  addressed  a  note  to  this  Department,  (of 
which  a  copy  is  annexed,)  in  which  he  declares  the  willing- 
ness of  the  supreme  executive  power  of  Mexico  to  accede 
to  the  limits  agreed  upon  in  the  third  article  above  men- 
tioned, and  its  readiness  to  co •operate  with  the  United 
Stales  in  carrying  into  complete  effect  those  two  articles. 

Some  difficulties  may  possibly  hereafter  arise  between 
the  two  countries  from  the  line  thus  agreed  upon,  against 
which  it  would  be  desirable  now  to  guard,  if  practicable ; 
and  as  the  Government  of  Mexico  may  be  supposed  not  to 
have  any  disinclination  to  the  fixation  of  a  new  line  which 
would  prevent  those  difficulties,  the  President  wishes  yon 
to  sound  it  on  that  subject ;  and  to  avail  yourself  of  a  fa- 
vorable disposition,  if  you  should  find  it,  to  e0ect  that  ob- 
ject. The  line  of  the  Sabine  spproaohes  our  great  west- 
ern mart  nearer  than  could  lie  wished.  Perhaps  the  Mex- 
ican Government  may  not  be  unwilling  to  establish  that  of 
the  Rto  Brasses  de  Dios,  or  the  Uio  Colorado,  or  the 
Snow  mountains,  or  the  Rio  del  Norte,  in  lieu  of  it.  By  the 
agreed  line,  portions  of  both  the  Red  river  and  branches 
of  the  Arkansas  are  thrown  on  the  Mexican  side,  &nd 
the  navigation  of  both  those  rivers,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Sabine,  is  made  common  to  the  respective  inhabitants  of 
the  two  countries.  When  the  countries  adjacent  to  those 
waters  shall  come  to  be  thickly  inhabited,  collisions  and 
misunderstandings  may  arise  from  the  community  thus 
established,  in  the  use  of  their  navigation,  which  it  would 
he  well  now  to  prevent  IF  the  line  were  so  altered  as  to 
throw  altogether  on  one  side  Red  river  and  Arkansas,  and 
their  respective  tributary  streams,  and  the  line  on  the  Sa- 
bine were  removed  farther  west,  all  causes  of  future  col- 
lision vmuld  be  prevented.  The  Government  of  Mexico 
may  h^^a  motive  for  such  an  alteration  of  the  line  as  is 
here  proposed,  in  the  fact  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
placing  the  city  of  Mexico  nearer  the  centre  of  its  terri- 
tories. If  the  line  were  so  changed,  the  greater  part,  if 
not  the  whole,  of  the  powerful,  warlike,  and  turbulent  In- 
dian nation  of  the  Camanches  would  be  thrown  on  the 
side  of  the  United  States ;  and  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
proposed  cession  of  territory,  they  would  stipulate  to  re- 
stiain,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  Camanches  from  commit- 
ting hostilities  and  depredations  upon  the  territories  and 
people,  whether  Indians  or  otherwise,  of  Mexico. 

But  if  you  shall  find  that  the  Mexican  Government  is 
unwilling  to  alter  the  agreed  line  in  the  manner  proposed, 
and  that  it  insists  upon  the  execution  of  the  third  and 
fourth  articles  of  the  treaty  before  mentioned,  you  are  au- 
thorized to  agree  to  (he  recognition  and  establishment  of 
the  line  as  described  in  the  third  srticle,  and  to  the  demar- 
cation  of  it  forthwith,  as  is  stipulated  in  the  fourth.  But, 
in  that  case,  you  will  urge,  not  however  as  a  9ine  quanouy 
the  insertion  of  an  article  in  the  treaty,  by  which  each 
party  shall  undertake  to  restrain  the  Indians  residing  with- 
in his  territories  from  committing  hostilities  upon  the  peo- 
ple, Indians,  or  territories,  of  the  other.  The  example  of 
such  an  article,  which  will  at  the  same  time  furnish  a 
model  for  that  which  is  proposed,  is  to  be  found  in  the  \ 
fifUi  article  of  the  treaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and  naviga- 
tion, between  the  United  States  of  America  end  the  King 
of  Spain,  which  was  signed  at  San  Lorenzo  el  Real,  the 
%lX\i  day  of  October,  1 796.  The  hosUlities  which  the 
President  is  desirous  to  lestrain  are  afflicting  to  humanity 
when  confined  to  the  Indians  themselves ;  but  they  oflen 
affect,  collaterally,  peaceable  citizens  who  are  no  parties  to 
tham,  and  their  property. 

Mr.  Torrent  to  Mr.  Adams. 

WASHiHOTOir,  February  16,  1824. 

Sir  :  The  supreme  executive  power  of  Mexico,  wishing 
to  remove  all  matters  that  might  affect  the  good  under-  I 
standing  which  it  is  its  desire  to  maintain  with  the  Gov- 


emment  of  the  United  States  of  America,  commmuealBdto 
me,  through  the  minister  of  internal  and  foreign  afbin, 
the  necessary  instructions  to  solicit  from  this  OovemiDnit 
that  the  Umits  between  the  two  countries  be  fixed  accord- 
ing  to  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washingtoo  of  tlia 
$Sd  February,  1819,  between  the  United  Sutea  and  Sptio, 
drawing  the  line  and  establishing  (he  land-marks  by  eom- 
missioners  appointed  by  both  Governments,  in  the  sane 
manner  as  was  provided  by  the  4th  article  of  the  aud 
treaty.  I  have,  therefore,  the  honot  to  transmit  the  prat* 
ent  communication  to  your  excellency,  in  order  to  asoerr 
tain  whether  the  Executive  of  the  Unit^  Stain  is  dis- 
posed to  acknowledge  the  said  article,  and  will,  acconJiaf- 
ly,  appoint  the  commissioners  aforesaid ;  requesting  at  tbt 
same  time,  Aat  your  excellency  may  be  pleased  to  inform 
me  as  early  as  convenient,  of  the  intention  of  the  Piea- 
dent  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  excellency's  most 
obedient  servant,  JO::SB  A.  TORRENS. 

His  Excellency  John  Quthct  Adams, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett — Extracts. 

DarARTxaNT  of  State, 

September  34,  18S5. 

•  ••••• 

The  President'  approves  of  your  consenting  to  treat  oa 
the  two  subjects  of  commerce  and  limits  separately.  Indeed, 
it  was  never  contemplated  that  one  of  them  ahoold  be  de- 
pendent on  the  other. 

•  ••••• 

The  Preaident  sees,  with  regret,  the  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  agree  to  the  openiog  of 
the  road  from  Missouri  towards  Santa  F^.  The  road  arts 
intended  for  purely  commercial  purposes,  and  doubtless  (La 
people  of  both  countries  would  be  benefited  by  the  ei- 
chauges  which  it  would  facilitate.  No  mtsconceptioa 
could  be  greater  than  that  of  ila  having  originated  io  vieas 
of  territurial  acquisition.  If  either  party  could  lose  b;  it, 
it  wpuld  probably  be  the  United  States,  many  of  whose  en- 
terprising citizens  might  be  tempted,  by  the  intereoarse  to 
which  it  would  lead,  in  consequence  of  (he  greater  cheap- 
ness, or  other  advantages,  of  the  lands  of  the  internal  prov- 
inces, to  migrate  thither.  The  connexion  between  tbe  fiX' 
ation  of  limits  and  the  proposed  road  is  not  pereeived. 
Wherever  the  limits  may  now  or  hereafter  shall  be  estab- 
lished, the  road  will  be  useful.  It  proposes  no  distnrbanee 
in  existing  or  contemplated  limits.  In  fact,  an  imperfect 
trace  or  road,  such  as  it  is,  is  now  used ;  and  the  sole  qocs- 
tion  is,  whether  it  shall  be  rendered  more  convenient  to  the 
persons  whose  interest  or  inclinatien  shall  induce  them  to 
travel  it.  To  defer  making  the  road  more  visible  and  com- 
fortable, f  jr  an  indefinite  period ;  to  deny  to  the  panics  m- 
tually  a  certain  benefit,  in  prospect  of  a  future  and  rontio- 
gent  arrangement,  to  wj^ich  it  has  no  necessary  relation, 
does  not  seem  advisable. 

Nor  does  the  President  perceive  the  utility  of  ajoimsp* 
point ment  by  the  two  Governments,  of  «*comniisBaiert 
who,  by  examining,  together,  the  country  within  a  ^^ 
latitude,  from  one  sea  to  the  other,  might  present  exact  m- 
furmation  upon  which  the  limits  might  he  cstabKabed,  sstf 
desired."  After  agreeing  upon  the  principles  on  whicii  • 
line  of  demarcation  between  the  tenitories  of  two  natsoiu 
should  be  run,  it  has  lieen  usual  to  appoint,  conjointlyt 
commissioners  to  proceed  to  mark  and  abut  the  line.  Their 
duty  is  then  prescribed ;  and  if  any  variance  arises  bettfvM 
them,  obaervations  and  experiments,  with  pr(^r  iostrtt- 
ments,  generally  enable  them  to  reconcile  it.  But  it  ass 
not  been  customary  to  send  forth  commissioners,  siiher  to 
agree  upon  a  suitable  boundary,  or  to  collect  data  «p«J 
which,  the  parties  are  subsequently  to  establish  one.   ^^ 
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a  eourw  woald  be  to  reverse  the  order  of  prooeeding  which 
is  recommended  by  the  practice  and  experience  of  natiooa. 
It  would  probably  leave  the  atate  of  information  which 
should  guide  the  two  Powers  pretty  much  aa  it  now  ia. 
There  is  but  little  likelihood  that  the  commissioners  would 
igvee,  and  each  set  would  be  influenced  by  the  separate 
views  of  policy  which  it  misht  happen  to  take  of  tile  par- 
ticular country  which  it  r^resented.  If  it  were  needful 
for  both  parties  to  acquire  the  knowledge  which  the  Mexi- 
can Government  supposes  to  be  wanted,  it  would  be  better 
for  each  to  send  out  its  own  exploring  commissioners,  un- 
der its  aeparate  instructions.  For  ourselves,  although 
miicb,  undoubtedly,  remains  to  be  known  of  the  countries 
through  which  the  line  may  be  fixed,  we  believe  that  the 
stock  of  our  information  is  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  agree 
upon  a  boundary  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  us.  In  de- 
clioing,  however,  to  accede  to  the  measure  of  creating  a 
joint  commission,  the  President  would  not  be  understooil 
as  objecting'  to  a  resort,  by  the  Mexican  Government,  lor 
its  own  satisfaction,  to  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  any  information  whidi  it  may 
desire.  Should  it  persist  in  attaching  importance  to  such 
a  measure,  the  hope  is  indulged  that  no  unnecessary  time 
will  be  lost  in  sending  out  the  commission,  so  that  the  ne- 
gotiation, in  regard  to  the  limits,  may  be  resumed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr,  Poitueit — Extract. 

Dbpastmb!it  or  Stats, 

Washington,  March  15,  1827. 

8tt :  The  great  extent  and  the  facility  which  appears  to 
have  attended  the  procurement  of  grants  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Mexican  States,  for  large  tracts  of  coun- 
try to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  the  province  of  Tex- 
■«,  authorize  the  belief  that  but  litile  valut  is  placed  upon 
the  possession  of  the  province  by  that  Government.  These 
grants  seem  to  have  been  made  without  any  sort  of  equiv- 
alent, judging  according  to  our  opinions  of  the  value  of 
land.  They  have  been  made  to,  and  apparently  in  con- 
templation of  being  settled  by,  citizens  from  the  United 
States.  These  emigrants  will  carry  with  them  our  princi- 
plrsof  law,  liberty,  and  religion ;  and  however  much  it  may 
be  hoped  they  might  be  disposed  to'  amalgamate  with  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Mexico,  so  fsr  as  political  freedom 
is  concerned,  it  would  be  almost  too  much  to  exixsct  that 
an  collisions  would  be  avoided  on  other  subjects.  Already 
some  of  these  Cillisions  have  manifested  themselves,  and 
others,  in  the  progress  of  time,  may  be  anticipated  with 
confidence.  These  collisions  may  insensibly  enlist  the  sym- 
pathies and  feeling  of  the  two  republics,  and  lead  to  misun- 
derstandings. 

The  fixation  of  a  line  of  boundary  of  the  United  States 
on  the  side  of  Mexico,  should  be  such  as  to  secure,  not 
merely  certainty  and  apparent  safety  in  the  respective  lim- 
its of  the  two  countries,  but  the  consciousness  of  freedom 
from  all  danger  of  attack  on  either  side,  and  the  removal 
of  all  motives  for  such  attack.  That  of  Che  Sabine  bringa 
Jfexico  nearer  our  great  Western  commercial  capital  than 
it  desirable ;  and  althdugh  we  now  are,  and  for  a  long  time 
may  remain,  perfectly  satinBed  with  the  justice  and  moder- 
ation of  our  neighbor,  still  it  would  be  better  for  both  par- 
ties that  neither  should  feel  that  he  is  in  any  condition  of 
eiposure  on  the  remote  contingency  of  an  alteration  in 
existing  friendly  sentiments. 

Impressed  with  these  views,  the  President  has  thought 
the  prekent  might  be  an  auspicious  period  for  urging  a  ne- 
gotiation, at  Mexico,  to  settle  the  boundary  between  the 
territories  of  the  two  republics.  The  success  of  the  nego- 
tiation will  probably  be  promoted  by  throwhig  into  it  other 
motivea  than  those  which  strictly  belong  to  the  subject  it- 
■elf.     If  we  could  obtain  such  a  boundary  as  wc  d^ire,  the 


Government  of  the  United  Statea  might  be  disposed  to  pay 
a  reasonable  pecuniary  consideration.  The  boundsry  which 
we  prefer  is  that  which,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  del  Norte  in  the  aea;  ahall  ascend  that  river  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Puerco,  thence  ascending  this  river  to 
its  source,  and  from  its  source,  by  a  line  due  north,  to 
strike  the  Arkansas  thence  following  the  course  of  the 
aouthem  bank  of  the  Arkansas  to  its  source,  in  latitude 
42^  north,  and  thence  by  that  parallel  of  latitude  to  the 
South  sea.  The  boundary  thus  described  would,  accord- 
ing to  the  United  States  Tanner's  map,  publiahed  in  the 
United  States,  leave  Santa  F^  within  the  limits  of  Mexico 
and  the  whole  of  Red  river  or  Rio  Roxa  and  the  Arkansas, 
as  far  up  as  it  is  probably  navigable,  within  the  limits  as- 
signed to  the  Uniied  States.  If  that  boundary  be  unattain- 
able, we  would,  as  the  next  most  desirable,  agree  to  that 
of  the  Colorado,  beginning  at  its  mouth,  in  the  bay  of 
Bernardo,  and  ascending  the  river  to  its  source,  and  thence 
by  a  line  due  north  to  the  Arkansas,  and  thence,  as  above 
traced,  to  the  South  sea.  This  latter  boundary  would 
probably  also  give  us  the  whole  of  the  Red  river,  would 
throw  us  somewhat  farther  from  Santa  V6,  but  it  would 
atrike  Arkansas  possibly  at  a  navigable  point.  To  obtain 
the  first-described  boundary,  the  President  authorizes  you 
to  offer  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  million  of  dollars.  If  you  find  it  impracticable  to  pro- 
cure that  line,  you  are  then  authorized  to  offer,  for  the 
above  line  of  the  Colorada,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  If  either  of  the  above  offers  should  be  ac- 
cepted, you  may  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of 
money,  as  you  may  happen  to  agree,  within  any  period 
not  less  than  tliree  months  after  the  exchange  at  the  city 
of  Washington  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty. 

Should  you  be  able  to  conclude  a  treaty,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary that  it  should  contalh  a  stipulation  for  the  mutal  right 
of  navigation  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  or  the  Colorado,  as  the 
one  or  the  other  of  them  may  be  agreed  on ;  and  for  the 
exercise  of  a  common  jurisdiction  over  the  river  itself. 
The  treaty  may  also  provide  for  the  confirmation  of  all 
bona  fide  grants  for  lands  made  prior  to  tVs  date,  with  the 
conditiona  of  which  there  shall  have  been  a  compliance ; 
and  it  may  contain  a  provision  similar  to  that  in  the  Lou- 
isiana and  Florida  treaties,  for  the  incorporation  of  the 
inhabitants  into  the  Union,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  principles  of  the  Federal  constitution, 
and  for  their  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  re- 
ligion. 

There  should  also  be  a  provision  made  for  delivery  of 
the  country  to  the  United  States  simultaneously,  or  as 
nearly  so  ss  practicable,  with  the  payment  of  the  consider- 
ation. We  should  be  sstisfied  with  a  surrender  of  pos- 
session  at  that  time,  as  far  as  the  river  line  extends,  (the 
Del  Norte  or  the  Colorado,)  and  to  receive  the  residue  as 
soon  as  the  line  to  the  Arkansas  can  be  traced,  which  the 
treaty  ought  to  provide  should  be  done  without  unnecessary 
delay,  and,  at  all  events,  before  a  future  day  to  be  specified. 

JoxL  R.  PoisaxTT,  Esq.,  Sec. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  roinactt. 

Dkpartmsxt  or  Stats, 

Waahingion,  Augtut  25,  1S29. 

Sin :  It  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that  you  should, 
without  delay,  open  a  negotiation  with  the  Mexican  Go- 
vernment for  the  purchase  of  so  much  of  the  province  of 
Texas  as  is  hereinafter  described,  or  fur  such  a  part  there- 
of as  they  can  be  tnduce<]  to  cede  to  us,  if  the  same  be 
conformable  to  either  of  the  locations  with  which  you  arc 
herewith  furnished.  The  President  is  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  may  be  interposed  to  the  accomplishment  of 
the  ol'jccl  in  view ;  but  he  confidently  l>€lievf s  that  the 
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viewg  of  the  matter  which  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  sub- 
mit, and  the  pecuniary  conaideration  which  you  will  be 
authorized  to  propoee,  will  enable  you  to  effect  it.  He  is 
induced,  by  a  deep  conviction  of  the  real  necessity  of  the 
proposed  acquisition,  not  only  as  a  guard  for  our  Western 
frontier,  and  the  protection  of  New  Orleans,  but  also  to 
secure  forever  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, the  undisputed  and  undistufbed  possession  of  the 
navigation  of  that  river,  together  with  the  belief  that  the 
present  moment  is  particularly  favorable  for  the  purpose,  to 
request  your  early  and  unremitting  attention  to  the  subject. 

The  territory  of  which  a  cession  is  desired  by  the  United 
States  is  all  that  part  of  the  province  of  Texas  which  lies 
east  of  a  line  beginning  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  the 
centre  of  the  desert  or  Grand  prairie,  which  lies  west  of 
the  Rio  Nueces,  and  is  represented  to  be  nearly  two  hun- 
dred miles  in  width,  and  to  extend  north  to  the  mountains. 
The  proposed  line  following  the  course  of  the  centre  of 
that  desert  or  prairie,  north,  to  'the  mountains,  dividing 
the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte  from  those  thst 
run  eastward  to  the  Gulf,  and  until  it  strikes  our  present 
boundary  at  the  42d  degree  of  north  latitude.  It  is  known 
that  the  line  above  described  includes  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments of  La  Bahia  and  San  Antonia  de  Bexar,  comprising 
all  the  Mexican  inhabitants  of  the  province,  and  this  may 
furnish  an  objection  to  so  extensive  a  cession.  If,  from  this 
circumstance,  the  objection  should  be  made,  and  you  find 
the  Mexican  Government  disposed  to  cede  any  portion  of 
the  territory  in  question,  you  are  authorise  to  agree  to 
any  of  the  following  lines,  regarding  those  farthest  west  as 
preferable.  The  second  proposed  line  commences  on  the 
western  bank  of  the  Rio  de  la  Baca,  where  it  discharges 
itself  into  Matagorda  bay,  and  continuing  up  that  river  on 
the  western  bank  thereof  to  tl^  head  of  its  most  westerly 
branch ;  thence  due  north  until  the  line  shall  strike  the 
Rio  Colorado ;  and  thence  up  the  Colorado  river,  on  the 
western  bank  thereof,  to  the  head  of  its  principal  stream ; 
thence  by  the  most  direct  course  that  will  intersect  our  line 
at  the  42d  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  include  the  head- 
waters of  the  Arkansas  and  Red  rivers. 

The  third  proposal  may  be  a  line  to  commence  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Colorado,  where  that  river  empties  itself 
into  Matagorda  bay,  and  on  the  west  bank  thereof,  to  con- 
tinue up  that  river  tn  the  head  of  its  principal  stream ;  snd 
thence  by  .a  line  drawn  from  the  head  of  its  principal  stream, 
so  as  to  intersect  our  present  boundary  line  at  the  42d  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  including  also  the  head-waters  last 
mentioned. 

The  last  proposition  may  be  a  line  to  commence  on  the 
GuU  of  Mexico,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Brassos  de  0ios, 
and  on  the  westerly  bank  of  that  river,  to  pursue  the  course 
of  that  river  up  to  the  head  of  its  most  westerly  branch,  by 
the  west  bank  thereof;  and  from  the  head  of  that  branch  of 
the  river  by  such  a  course  as  wilt  enable  us  to  intersect  our 
present  line  at  the  point  already  indicated. 

In  the  event  of  adopting  either  of  the  propositions  which 
establish  the  mouth  of  the  La  Baca  river  or  the  mouth  of 
the  Colorado  river  as  the  boundary,  it  mut>t  be  stipulated 
for  an  extension  of  that  line  due  south  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  preceding  boundaries  are  as  definite  as,  with  the 
materials  in  the  Department,  I  have  been  able  to  make 
them.  Il  is,  nevertheless,  probable  that  they  may  be  greatly 
improved  by  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  localities  of 
the  country.  It  is  submitted  to  your  discretion  to  make 
such  alterations  as  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  clearly  bene- 
ficinl  to  the  United  States. 

The  boundary  at  present  assumed  by  Mexico  is  deemed 
objectionable  as  well  on  the  ground  of  its  alleged  uncer- 
tainty as  for  reasons  of  a  different  character.  It  is  repre- 
sented to  us  that,  of  the  two  streams  which  empty  into  the 
Sabine  bay  through  the  same  channel,  the  one  farthest  west 


is  the  most  considersbla^  And  may»  with  reason  be 
to  be  the  one  referred  to  in  the  treaty.     Tlie  distaMi  be- 
tween them,  sHhoagh  only  four  miles  where  they  outer  tfw 
bay,  St  some  places  approadwa  to  one  hundred.     That 
there  is  much  ignorance  of  the  localities  of  the  {trovinep, 
and  consequently  confusion  and  error  in  the  iiiap»of  il 
which  are  extant,  is  certain.     Whether  the  representarieas 
which  have  been  made  upA  the  subject  to  fhta  Gosem- 
ment  be  founded  in  truth,  or  are  the  suggeations  of  inm^ 
ested  individuals  to  subserve  particalar  ^ewa^  femaioi  Is 
be  seen  ;  but  this  is  not  the  only  nor  the  strongcat  otgecbea. 
The  Sabine  is  a  very  inconsiderable  stream,  and  only  navi- 
gable by  small  crafts.     The  bay  is  shallow,  and  nekber  it 
nor  the  river  can  ever  become  the  aeat  of  suflicieDt  ooai- 
merce  to  authorise  the  eatablisliment  of  a  cttatom-hMiae  or 
other  public  agency  in  its  ▼icmity.     Without  aueh  estab- 
lishment, it  is  im[KMsible  to  prevent  that  frontier  from  be- 
coming the  seat  of  an  extensive  system  of  amu^gtiug,  alike 
injurious  to  the  true  intereets  of  both  countries.      The  lands 
east  of  the  Sabine  are,  for  the  most  part,  and  to  a  greal ex- 
tent, ao  poor  and  so  effectually  cut  off  from  conuneidal 
facilities,  that  they  never  can  receive  or  anstain  a  dense  or 
even  respectable  population.     It  is  mainly  to  that  caass 
that  the  objectionable  character  of  its  present  inhabitanu  is 
to  be  aUributed.     The  frontier,  therefore,  as  long  sm  it  re- 
mains such,  must  continue  to  be  what  it  baa  herelefcie 
been,  a  receptacle  for  smugglers  and  outlaws.     In  additioa 
to  the  disadvantage  which  must  result  to  the  United  States 
from  their  dependence  on  such  a  population  for  the  pre- 
tection,  in  the  first  instance,  of  their  border,  the  present 
state  of  things  is  well  calculated  to  create  inoeasant  difli- 
culties  and  broils  with  the  citizens  of  the  adjacent  parts  ef 
Mexico,  who,  owing  to  the  superiority  of  their  soil,  and 
the  greater  commercial  advantages  that  belong  to  that  side 
of  the  river,  ^ill  naturally  be  more  numerous  and  of  a  msie 
respectable  character.     There  may  not  be  cause  for  mo^ 
apprehension  from  this  source  at  the  present  day,  or   for  a 
a  short  time  to  come ;  but  in  so  grave  a  matter  ae  the  ar- 
rangement and  establishment  of  a  boundary  between  inde- 
pendent nations,  it  becomes  us  to  look  into  futurity.   Thai 
viewing  the  matter,  it  is  far  from  visionary  te  aee  in  tba 
present  condition  of  tilings  the  germ  of  future  discontents, 
which  may  grow  into  national  complainU  and  beart-4nim- 
ings,  and  perpetually  foster  and  iofiame  a  spirit  of  jealoo^, 
to  which  our  neighbors  are  already  too  much  indined. 

We  are  not  left  altogether  to  conjecture  ar.d  speculelioa 
as  to  the  resulta  which  are  to  be  expected  from  a  contignily 
of  settlements  under  such  unfsvorable  circumstencev.  T^ 
experience  of  the  past  affords  the  means  of  a  aafe  eetimaie 
of  the  future.  A  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  not  unfirequenlly 
of  encroachment,  has  been  exhibited  by  our  citiaetis  whs 
inhabit  that  frontier,  which  has  been  productive  of  much  un- 
easiness to  the  Mexican  Government,  and  not  without  so- 
licitude to  this.  Most  of  the  granta  that  have  been  nnde 
in  Texas  are  already  in  the  hands  of  Americans  and  Ewo- 
peans.  Notwithstanding  the  cautious  policy  evinced  fay 
the  Mexican  Government  in  the  designation  of  an  exten- 
sive border  territory,  within  which  no  grants  should  lie 
made  or  settlements  permitted,  the  improvements  of  the 
Americans  on  the  Texas  side  commence  from  what  is  re- 
garded as  the  boundary  line,  and  are  scattered  over  the  pro- 
hibited territory.  Not  only  has  the  interdict  been  thua  die- 
regarded  by  the  adventurous  spirita  who  have  been  attract- 
ed thither  by  the  unsettled  state  of  the  Mexican  Govcn- 
metit,  but  that  Government  itself  has  (it  is  nuderstood) 
been  induced,  by  a  conviction  of  the  impossibility^  of  canaing 
it  to  be  respected,  to  make  granta  within  its  limits.  The 
want  of  confidence  and  reciprocal  atbichment  between  like 
Government  and  the  present  inhabitants  of  Texaa»  (not 
Spanish,^  from  whatever  cause  arising,  is  too  notorious  to 
require  elucidation.  It  has,  in  the  short  space  of  fi'9^  yeai% 
displayed  itself  in  not  less  than  four  revolts,  one  of  then 
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tTfDf  ,  for  ila  a^wed  object,  the  independence  of  the  coun- 
rt.  This  Govrnment  embraced  the  earliest  opportunity 
>  satisfy  that  of  Mexico  that  the  resistance  to  her  lawful  au- 
lority  thna  made,  was  withont  aid  or  coantenance,  direct 
r  indirect,  from  as.  The  ancient  and  well-settled  policy 
f  the  United  States  in  this  respect  is  so  well  known,  and 
as  been  po  scrupulously  adhered  to,  as  to  leave  no  room 
»r  spprehensif  n  that  it  can  be  ever  or  long  misunderstood 
y  other  Powers.  But  still,  the  recurrence  of  scenes  like 
lese,  whilst  they  furnish  the  causes  of  onerous  expenses 
nd  perpetual  inquietude  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  must,  in  the 
ature  of  things,  have  a  tendency  to  excite,  at  least,  tern- 
orary  suspicions  of  our  motiven,  and  produce  consequent 
eut-bumings,  hostile  to  those  cordial  and  friendly  rela- 
ions  which  should  ever  be  preserved  Itetween  neighboring 
lutet.  ft  shall  be  the  business,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
lovernment,  so  to  conduct  itself  towards  Mexi4'4>8s  to  fur- 
iih  no  just  grounds  for  complaint ;  but  it  would  be  much 
etter  for  both  (o  extinguish  the  sources  of  misapprehension 
J  an  arrangement  founded  upon  principles  of  just  re- 
iproeity. 

The  situation  of  Texas,  in  relation  to  the  numerous 
ibes  of  Indians  within  its  borders  and  in  its  vicinity,  also 
rsienti  matter  which  deserves  the  serious  consideration  of 
Is  parent  Government,  and  which  may,  it  is  believed,  be 
occeasfully  urged  in  favor  of  the  cession. 
The  Camanche  Indians,  a  numerous  and  daring  tribe, 
ivs  fbr  years  been  a  scourge  to  Texas;  they  have,  more 
ban  once,  swept  every  article  of  live  stock  from  their  own- 
'n,  and  killed  the  inhabitants  of  San  Antonio  on  the  com- 
noot  in  front  of  the  public  square.  They  are  apprized, 
noreover,  that  Indians  of  a  still  more  ocdve,  warlike,  and 
lui'ng  character  have  recently  settled  in  Texas,  and  that 
heir  number  is  daily  increasing :  these  are  the  Shawnee, 
/herokee,  and  Kickapoo  tribes.  They  claim  an  equal 
ight  of  occupancy  in  Texas  with  the  Mexicans  themselves, 
lod  are  prepared,  as  they  say,  to  maintain  it  by  force. 
rhe  ground  of  this  claim  is  understood  to  be  an  invitation 
rhieh,  they  say,  was  given  to  them  by  the  Spanish  autho- 
itietWfore  the  Revolution,  to  settio  in  the  province  to 
protect  its  inhabitants  against  their  old  enemy,  the  Caman- 
het.  Their  numlier,  at  this  time  supposed  to  amount  to 
ive  hundred  warriors,  is  constantly  increasing,  and  will 
lecenarily  increase  much  more  upon  the  removal  of  the 
Tsat.body  of  the  American  Indians  further  west.  They 
itve  nelected  spots  for  their  settlements,  and  defy  the  pub- 
ic authorities  to  dispossess  them.  To  protect  the  civilixed 
nhtbitants  of  Texas  against  Indian  aggressions,  as  well 
•  to  keep  in  check  the  tumultuous  spirit  of  portions  of  the 
nhtbitants  themselves,  the  Mexican  Government  deems  it 
leceasary  to  keep  on  foot  a  considerable  military  establish- 
Bent  in  the  province.  This  has  been  very  expensive  to 
lie  Government,  and  if,  in  the  present  depressed  state  of 
tieir  flnAnces,  peculiarly  burdensome,  and  will,  probably, 
e  of  necessary  continuance  so  long  as  the  province  belongs 
)  Mexico.  It  has,  however,  so  far  as  the  Indians  are 
oncemsd,  proved  quite  inadequate  to  the  object  in  view. 
t  if  nid  that  the  soldiers  are  insulted  by  the  savages  at 
le  muttles  of  their  guns ;  and  that,  when  complaints  are 
lade,  the  officers  frankly  acknowledge  their  inability  to 
ivc  redress.  Similar  sggressions  were  made  on  the  Amer- 
«n  settlements  soon  after  their  first  establishment,  but 
^  perpetrators  were  invariably  followed  and  punished. 
*hc  consequence  has  been  that  the  Indians  have,  for  sev- 
nl  yearis  almndoned  all  active  hostility  against  the  Amer- 
^ns,  whilst  they  have  continued  their  aggressions  upon 
^  Mexicans.  These  practices,  in  addition  to  the  positive 
ijary  they  cause  to  the  Mexicans,  have  the  effect  of  ag- 
rivaling  existing  jealousies  in  the  minds  of  the  Mexican 
■^habitants,  by  infusing  a  suspicion  that  the  exemption 
'hieh  is  attributable  solely  to  that  hardihood,  courage,  and 
ftterprise  which  distinguishes  our  border-men,  arises  from 
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a  sinister  nnderstanding  with  the  Indians.  By  yielding 
to  the  United  States  a  portion  of  Texas,  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment will  not  only  be  relieved  from  the  expense  of  ita 
several  garrisons  in  that  country,  but  will  secure  a  protec- 
tion to  their  own  territory,  by  interposing  the  United  States 
between  the  Indians  and  their  eastern  frontier,  which  is 
their  exposed  point.  The  Camanches  have  hitherto  con- 
fined their  expeditions  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  Rio  del 
Norte,  and  no  apprehension  is  felt  on  the  west  side  of  that 
river ;  for,  in  addition  to  the  extent  of  desert  to  cross,  be- 
fore thev  can  reach  the  western  settlements,  there  is  also 
a  river  of  great  width  with  a  rapid  current  to  overcome. 
There  is  another  consideration,  of  much  intrinsic  weight, 
which  may  be  urged,  if  reference  to  it  would  not,  in  your 
judgment,  give  cause  of  ofTence. 

Being  on  the  spot,  and  fully  conversant  with  the  feelings 
of  those  who  constitute  the  Mexican  Government,  and 
with  current  event<*,  your  judgment  as  to  the  effect  likely 
to  be  produced  by  wliat  is  said  or  proposed  upon  this  sub- 
ject, is  most  to  lie  depended  upon.  The  unsettled  state  of 
the  Mexican  Government  is  too  well  known  to  be  dis' 
guisecl.  The  successive  revolutions  to  which  it  haa  al- 
ready been  exposed  attest  the  fact ;  and  the  dangers  which 
threaten  it  from  the  intrigues,  if  not  the  open  hostilities  of 
Spain,  are  of  a  character  which  cannot  be  regarded  with 
indifference.  This  consideration,  with  many  others  that 
might  be  stated,  but  which  your  knowledge  of  circumstan- 
ces will  readily  auggest,  expose  her  extended  confederacy 
to  the  hazard  of  dismemberment.  It  will  be  readily  ad- 
mitted by  her  well-informed  men  thst,  in  such  an  event,  the 
first  successful  blow  would,  mo»t  probably,  be  struck  in 
Texas.  Although  the  separation  of  that  territory  for  a 
limited  period  would  not  he  of  much  importance,  atill  the 
probable  effect  of  the  example  could  not  fait  to  be  highly 
detrimental..  A  sUte  of  things  which  renders  so  disastrous 
an  event  possible,  not  to  say  probable,  deaervea  the  serious 
consideration  of  that  Government. 

The  line  proposed  as  the  one  most  desirable  to  us^  would 
constitute  a  natural  separation  of  the  resources  of  the  two 
nations.  It  is  the  centre  of  a  country  uninhalMtable  on 
the  Golf;  and,  on  the  mountains,  so  difficult  of  acceas, 
and  so  poor,  as  to  furnish  no  inducement  for  a  land  inter- 
course; and,  of  course,  no  theatre  for  those  differencea 
that  are  almost  inseparable  from  a  neighborh  >od  of  com- 
mercial inteiests.  It  corresponds  with  the  habitual  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  Mexico,  and  with  the  avowed  policy 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  by  causing  a  wide  separation 
and  difficulties  of  intercourse  between  the  inhabitanta  of 
the  two  countries,  and  by  preventing  those  excitements 
and  bickerings  invariably  produced  by  the  contiguous  op- 
eration of  conflicting  laws,  habits,  and  interesU.  The 
commercial  establishment  which  would  Iw  forthwith  made 
at  the  Nueces,  and  in  its  vicinity,  would  enatile  us 
to  preaerve,  in  a  great  degree,  the  morals  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  both  sides,  by  the  prevention  of  smuggling ;  and 
the  Mexican  Government,  by  thus  respecting  the  real  in- 
inteiYsta  of  the  United  States,  without  actual  prejudice  to 
its  own,  would  affoni  the  strongest  evidence  of  that  spirit 
of  friendship  by  which  the  United  States  hare  alwaya  been 
influenced  towards  it,  and  which  ahould  ever  characterise 
the  conduct  of  neighboring  republics. 

The  President  does  not  desire  the  proposed  cession  with- 
out rendering  a  just  and  fair  equivaknt  for  it.  He,  there- 
fore, authorizes  you  to  offer  to  the  Mexican  Government 
for  a  cession  according  to  the  first* mentioned  boundary,  ft 
sum  not  exceeding  four  millions  of  dollars ;  and  su  strong 
are  his  convictions  of  its  great  value  to  the  United  Sutes, 
that  he  will  not  object.  If  you  should  find  it  indispensably 
necessary,  to  go  as  high  as  five  millions.  V'nu  will,  of 
course,  consult  the  Interests  of  the  United  States,  by  ob- 
taining the  ceswion  (if  It  can  be  obtained  at  sH)  upon  terms 
as  favorable  and  for  a  price  as  low  as  practicable,  regard* 
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ing  the  sum  above  stated  only  as  the  maximum  amount  to 
which  yoQ  are  authorized  to  go.  Should  you  find  the 
Gurernment  of  Mexico  unwilling  to  part  with  as  large  a 
portion  of  thfir  territory  as  would  be  included  in  the  first- 
mentioned  bounds,  but  disposed  to  cede  a  less  quantity, 
you  will,  in  such  case,  endeavor  to  obtain  a  ccsaion  agree- 
able to  some  one  of  the  boundaries  above  described,  urging 
them  in  the  order  of  preference  before  stated,  and  stipulate 
to  pay  therefor  a  sum  which,  estimating  five  millions  as  a 
fair  compensation  for  the  largest  extent  proposed,  would 
be  a  proportionate  equivalent  for  that  which  is  ceded. 
.  A  credit  of  three  or  four  years,  by  annual  and  equal 
instalments,  upon  an  interest  of  six  per  centum,  would  be 
preferred ;  but,  if  necessary,  you  may  stipulate  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  within  four  months,  or  some  other  rea- 
sonable time  after  the  exchange  of  the  final  ratifications  of 
the  treaty,  and  the  delivery  of  the  possession  of  the  ceded 
territory. 

The  ratification  must  be  required  to  take  place  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  Government  before  the  treaty  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  its  ratification 
on  our  part. 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  present  moment  is  regarded 
by  us  as  an  auspicious  one  to  secure  the  cession ;  and  will 
now  add,  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  reasonable 
objection  to  its  being  embraced,  on  the  score  of  delicaryy  or 
from  an  apprehension  that,  in  doing  so,  we  would  give 
ofience  to  the  Government  of  Mexico.  Nothing  would  be 
more  adverse  to  the  feelings  of  the  President  than  to  give 
that  Government  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  capable  of 
taking  advantage  of  their  necessities,  to  obtain  from  them 
any  portion  of  tho  Mexican  territory,  the  cession  of  which 
would  impair  the  true  interests  or  commit  the  honor  of  that 
country. 

The  comparatively  small  valtle  of  the  territory  in  ques- 
tion to  Mexico ;  its  remote  and  disconnected  situation ;  the 
unsettled  condition  of  her  affairs ;  the  depressed  and  lan- 
guishing sUta  of  her  finances;  and  the  still,  and  at  this 
moment  particularly  threatening  attitude  of  Spain,  all  com- 
bine to  point  out  and  recommend  to  Mexi<:o  the  policy  of 
parting  wiih  a  portion  of  her  territory  of  very  limitjd  and 
contingent  benefit,  to  supply  herself  with  the  means  of  de- 
fending the  residue  with  the  better  prospect  of  success,  and 
with  less  onerous  burdens  to  her  citizens.  It  is  for  the 
Federal  Government  of  Mexico,  if  they  approve  of  the  policy 
of  doing  so,  to  judge  of  their  constitutional  power  to  make 
the  cession.  U  is  believed  that  no  doubt  could  exist  on  that 
point,  if  the  consent  of  the  State  of  Goahuiia  were  obtained ; 
and  if  the  views  wc  take  of  the  true  interests  of  the  repub- 
lic of  Mexico  are  not  founded  in  error,  it  is  supposed  that 
such  consent  would  not  be  withheld. 

Should  you  be  able  to  conclude  a  treaty,  and  either  of 
the  rivers  herein  mentioned  be  agreed  upon  as  the  boundary, 
it  will  l)e  necessary  that  it  should  contain  a  stipulation  for 
the  mutual  right  of  navigaiiun,  and  for  that  of  common 
jurisdiction  over  tho  river  itself.  The  treaty  mny  also  pro- 
vide for  the  confirmstion  of  all  bona  fide  grnnts  of  land 
made  prior  to  its  date.  Your  situation  in  Congress  must 
have  made  you  sensible  of  the  embarrassments  and  difficul- 
ties under  whidi  the  United  States  have  labored  from  fre 
quent  applications  for  ihe  confirmation  of  titles  to  lands  in 
the  territories  heretofore  ceded  to  them,  in  cases  in  which 
the  original  conditions  of  the  grants  had  not  been  complied 
with.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  the  st*f)ulation,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  to  confirm  grants  previously  made, 
should  be  limited,  in  terms  more  explicit  than  heretofore 
used,  to  cases  in  which  the  conditions  of  the  grants  have 
been  fully  complied  with,  whenever  the  time  for  such  com- 
pliance shall  have  expired.  The  treaty  may  also  contain 
a  provision  similar  to  that  in  the  Louisiana  and  Florida 
treaties,  for  the  incorporation  of  the  inhabitants  into  the 
Union,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  prin- 


ciples of  the  federal  constitution,  and  for  the  eDJoynsotif 
their  liberty,  property,  and  religion.  It  will,  of  couh^ 
contain  a  stipulation  lor  the  delivery  of  the  country  to  tbi 
United  States  simultaneously,  or  as  nearly  so  is  may  be 
practicable,  with  the  payment  of  Uie  consideration 

This  despatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Colonel  Aathaiy 
Butler,  of  the  State  of  Mississippt  Colonel  Bmlerbi 
made  himself  well  acquainted,  by  actual  examinatioD,  willi 
the  territory  in  qucation,  its  streams  and  localitiss.  la  tW 
belief  that  he  deserves  yoor  confidence,  and  that  hemsjte 
useful  to  you  in  the  negotiation  by  supplying  yw  wk 
facts  which  might  not  otherwise  be  within  your  rescbflu 
has  been  instructed  to  observe  your  directions  in  Kgud  ^ 
his  stay  at  Mexico,  «nd  liia  agency  in  the  matter  whikl 
there. 

A  full  power,  autliorizing  you  to  negoCi4te  and  concls^ 
a  treaty,  as  stated  above,  is  herewith  transmitted  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yoor  obedieot 
servant,  M.  VAN  BIJREN. 

JoxL  R.  PoixsKTT,  Esq. 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Miniater 
Plenipoleniiary  (7.  S.  to  Mexico. 


Mr,  Livingston  to  Mr,  Butler. — Extract 

DiPAVfMVWT  OP  State, 
Wmhingion,  March  SO,  1833. 

The  situation  of  afTairs  in  the  State  of  Texas  v  Coahaih 
makes  it  important  that  your  negotiation  on  that  sobject 
should  be  brought  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  It  is  st  \ttA 
doubtful  whether,  in  a  few  weeks,  any  stipulaUon  could  be 
carried  into  effect.  No  new  instructions  on  the  subject  of 
the  proposed  cession  being  deemed  necessary,  the  Pretideat 
has  directed  me  to  refer  you  to  those  already  given  on  ihit 
subject. 

Mr,  McLane  to  Mr,  Butler. 

Departmbttt  op  Statf, 

Washington^  January  13, 1834. 

Sin  :  You  are  aware  that  the  period  fixed  by  the  tbiid 
article  of  the  treaty  of  limits  with  Mexico,  and  the  tftide 
additional  thereto,  for  the  meeting  of  the  commisnonai 
and  surveyors  provided  for  by  that  treaty,  expired  on  the 
2d  of  April  last,  and  that  in  consequence  of  the  omit>^ 
of  the  Mexican  Government  timely  to  appoint  the  goouius* 
sioner  and  surveyor  on  their  part,  no  such  meeting  ton 
place.  The  appointment  of  the  commissioner  on  the  pi(t 
of  the  United  States  was  made  on  the  SOth  May,  18^ 
and  publicly  announced  in  the  Globe  newspaper  at  Ww' 
ington,  on  the  19th  of  July,  1832,  and  notice  was  giwi 
to  Mr.  Montoya,  the  Mexican  charg6  d'aflfaires,  on  the  SOth 
of  the  same  month,  that  thi*  Govjrnment  was  prepared  t« 
proceed  conjointly  with  that  of  Mexico  to.  the  deaignMwo 
of  the  boundary  line;  and  though  Mr.  MontoyawM»- 
quested,  at  the  same  time,  to  state  whether  any  arran^ 
ment  had  l)een  made  on  the  part  of  his  Government  fw'W 
object,  and,  if  not,  to  request  the  immediate aUenti<m»' 
his  Government  to  the  spbject,  this  Department  remaiDM 
wholly  without  information  as  to  the  appointment  of  Jj 
comniissioner  and  surveyor  on  the  part  of  MrxifOi  ^ 
the  4th  ultimo,  when  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Cagtillo,  fj* 
Mexican  charge  d'aflWires,  under  date  of  the  2d  of IW 
same  month,  that  the  Mexican  commissioner  and  *Jf?? 
had  been  appointed.  I  learn  verbally  from  Mr.  Ciwi 
that  he  has  n<it  been  advised  as  to  the  time  of  their  ij- 
pointment ;  but  by  a  report  made  by  the  Minister  ol  Fcs«'^ 
Affairs  to  the  Congress  of  Mexico  on  the  20ib  o\  Mty  W 
I  perceive  that  no  such  appointment  had  then  bef n  m  » 
on  the  contrary,  the  minister  speaks  of  the  commi««»B  » 
yet  to  be  created  by  each  Government. 
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Boundary  ^United  Stales  and  Mexico, 


[25th  CoHo.  1st  Seas. 


Hntler  them  circurastanci;?,  the  treaty  of  limits  cannot 
be  carried  into  full  effect  without  ii  now  convention  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  providing  for  that  object. 

The  President  directs,  therefore,  that  you  will  conclude 
I  new  convention  with  the  Mexican  Government,  consist- 
ing of  a  sinj^ie  article,  stipulating  for  an  extension  of  the 
time  prescribed  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  for  the 
tneeting  of  the  commissioners  and  surveyors,  and  author- 
amg  them  to  meet  for  the  performance  of  their  duties  at 
my  time  within  one  year  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  new  convention.  And  to  enable  you  to  exe- 
rate  these  instructions,  the  necessary  powers  are  herewith 
transmitted  to  you.  The  new  convention  which  you  are 
DOW  instructed  to  conclude  must  be  ratified  by  the  Mexican 
Grovemment  previously  to  submitting  it  for  the  ratification 
by  the  United  States,  and  provison  must  also  be  mado  for 
the  eichange  of  the  ratifications  at  Washington  within 
one  month  after  it  shall  be  ratified  by  tho  United  Stitcs. 
It  is  the  wish  of  the  President,  therefore,  that  as  soon 
as  the  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  Mexican  Government, 
jrou  will  ask  for  your  audience  of  leave,  and  return  home, 
brin<^ing  the  ratified  treaty  with  you. 

The  previous  ratification  of  the  new  treaty  by  tho  Mexi- 
can Government  is  a  necessary  precaution  against  impedi* 
ments  similar  to  those  which  have  heretofore  baffled  tho  ef- 
forts of  the  President  finally  to  close  this  subject ;  and 
when  it  is  considered  that  these  have  ari^n  chiefly,  if  not 
entirely,  from  the  neglect  of  the  Mexican  Government,  she 
CBonot  with  sny  propriety  decline  complying  with  the 
terms  now  presented. 

In  your  audience  of  leave,  you  will  state  to  the  Mexican 
aathorities  that  the  President  has  been  inducctl  by  impora« 
tire  considerationa;,  connected  with  the  public  service,  to 
raquire  your  presence  in  the  United  8tatetf,  and  that  it  is 
hti  intention  af  early  as  practicable  to  renew  oijr  diplo- 
BMtic  relations  with  the  Government  of  Mexico. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE. 

A.VTHONT  BUTLEB,   Esq. 

Chargi  d^ Affaires  of  the  United  StafcSj  Mexico. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Butler. — Extract. 

Drpartuvvt  of  State, 

Washington,  July  2,  1835. 

8iR :  I  have  presented-  for  the  consideration  of  the  Pros- 
i^t  your  letter  of  the  17ih  ultimo,  relative  to  the  nego- 
tiation with  Mexico  for  Texas.  By  his  direction,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  no  suflicient  rea£on  appears 
opoD  it  for  any  changes  in  the  instructions  that  have  been 
bereiofore  given  to  you  oh  that  subject.  With  an  anxious 
denre  to  secure  the  very  desirable  alteration  in  our  bound* 
ny  with  Mexico,  the  President  is  resolved  that  no  means 
of  evca  an  equivocal  character  shall  be  used  tg  accomplish 
it.  It  is  due  to  the  occasion  to  say  to  you  als'^,  that  on  the 
examination  of  your  communications  on  this  subject,  con- 
Meted  with  your  verbal  explanation?,  no  confidence  is  felt 
tlttt  your  negotiation  is  likely  to  be  successful ;  but  as  you 
cMenain  a  confident  belief  that  you  can  succeed  in  a  very 
>hort  time,  it  is  deemed  proficr  to  give  y^u  the  opportunity 
of  benefiting  your  country  liy'your  exertion*,  and  of  doing 
Ijonor  to  yourself.  The  Preaident,  however,  instructs  me 
to  say  that  the  negotiation  must  bo  brought  to  a  close  at 
ODce,  so  that  the  result  may  be  known  by  the  meeting  of 
^ODgresf,  as  provision  must  be  made,  in  case  it  issuccess- 
K  tor  carrying  it  into  execution.  You  will  be  cxjwcted 
IQ  Ibe  United  States  as  soon  as  it  is  closed,  to  report  the 

'■wit,  whatever  it  may  be,  by  Decenjber. 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
^^THost  BuTLfcn,  Esq.  Charge  d* A ffaire^  ^c 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Butler. — Extract. 

Depabtmbict  of  State, 

Washington,  August  6,  1835. 

Sib:  It  having  been  represented  to  the  Preddent  that 
the  port  of  St.  Francisco,  on  the  western  coast  of  the 
United  Mexican  States,  woald.  be  a  most  desirable  place  of 
resort  lor  our  numerous  vessels  engaged  in  the  whaling 
businese  in  the  Pacific,  far  preferable  to  any  to  which  they 
no  XT  have  access,  he  has  directed  that  an  addition  should  lie 
made  to  your  instructions  relative  to  the  negotiation  for 
Texas.  The  main  object  is  to  secare  within  our  limits  the 
whole  bay  of  St.  Francisco.  If  you  can  induce  the  Mex- 
ican Government  to  agree  to  any  line  which  will  effect  this, 
you  are  authorized  to  offer  a  sum  of  in  addition  to 

the  sum  you  were  directed  to  ofier  for  the  first  line  men- 
tioned in  your  original  Instructions  upon  the  sub- 
ject. You  are  to  endeavor  firrt  to  obtain  the  following 
boundary,  which  is  considered  tho  roost  eligible : 

Beginning  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  proceed  along  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  to  the  37th  panil- 
1«?1  of  latitude,  and  thence  along  that  parallel  to  the  Pacific. 
This  line  may  probably  be  supposed  to  approach  too  near, 
if  not  to  include,  the  Mexican  settlement  of  Monterey.  If 
this  objection  should  be  urged,  you  can  obviate  it  by  ex- 
plaining that  we  have  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  actual 
settlements  of  Mexico  on  that  coast,  and  ynu  may  agree  to 
any  provision  effecting  the  great  object  of  securing  the  bay 
of  St.  Francisco,  and  excluding  Monterey  andthe  territory 
in  its  immediate  neighborhood. 

As  it  is  not  deemed  eaaential  to  obtain  the  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte  for  oar  western  boundary,  if  any  oltjectaon  should  be 
made  to  it,  yon  may  next  propose  the  western  line  specified 
in  your  original  instructions,  but  stopping  at  the  37th  par- 
allel, or  at  any  other  line  tAit  would  include  the  bay  of  St. 
Francisco,  and  proceeding  along  such  line  to  the  Pacific. 
If  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  should  be  agreed  upon  as  the 
western  line,  you  may  stipulate  for  the  free  navigation  of 
that  river  to  both  parties. 

If,  however,  you  cannot  obtain  a  southern  line  which 
will  include  within  our  limits  the  whole  bay  of  St.  Fran- 
cisco, you  will  proceed  under  your  original  instructions, 
and  liring  the  negotiation  to  a  close,  as  directed  in  the  let- 
ter from  the  Department  of  the  2d  July,  1635,  No.  94. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  sir,  your  olicdient  servant, 

JOHN  F0RS5YTH. 

Anthoxy  BiTLKB,  Esq., 

Charge  d" Affaires  of  the  United  Slates,  Mexico. 

Mr,  PoinscU  to  Mr.  Clny. — Extracts. 

Mexico,  July  18,  1825. 
Sir:  I  waited  on  the  Secretary  of  State,   by  appoint- 
ment, on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant,  in  order  to  dis- 
cuss the  manner  of  conducting  the  negotiations  for  the 
treaties  of  commerce  and  of  limits  between  Uie  two  nations. 

ft  was  a(;reed  to  treat  the  two  subjects  separately. 
•  •  •  • 

With  respect  tn  tho  treaty  of  limits,  I  suggested  that, 
although  tho  Government  of  the  United  States  hokl  itself 
bound  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of  limits  concluded  with 
the  King  of  Spain  22d  of  February,  1819,  stiil  it  would 
appear  more  becoming  the  independent  character  of  this 
Government  to  lay  aside  that  treaty  altogether,  and  to  en- 
deavor to  establish  a  boundary  which  would  be  more  easily 
defined,  and  which  might  be  mutually  more  atlvanta8e4>us. 
The  Secretary  expressed  himself  much  gratified  by  such  a 
suggestion,  and  proposed  that  the  two  Governments  should 
forthwith  appoint  commissioners  to  make  a  reconnoissance 
of  the  country  bordering  on  the  line  formerly  settled  with 
Spain,  so  as  to  obtain  such  information  in  regard  to  that 
portion  of  our  rcs|iective  territories  as  would  enable  us  to 
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25th  Covo.  Ut  8£S8.] 


Boundary — United  SiaUi  and  Mexico- 


act  underatandinglj  un  the  subject.  I  objected  to  this  pro- 
poMl  the  limited  powers  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  that  such  an  appointment  could  not  well  be 
made  until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress.  He  replied, 
that  bis  Government  would  be  very  averse  permanently  to 
fix  the  limits  between  the  two  nations  on  the  very  slender 
information  they  at  present, possessed  of  that  frontier  coun- 
try. After  some  further  conversation  on  the  subject,  it 
was  agreed  that  he  should  address  me  a  note,  stating  the 
views  of  this  Government  in  relation  to  the  proposed  con- 
vention of  limits.     Tbis  has  not  yet  been  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  yt>ur 
obedient  servant,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Mr,  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay. — Extract* 

Lkoatioit  of  tus  UzrrrxD  Status  op  AjifinicA, 

Mexico^  July  21,  1825. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  a  transla- 
tion of  the  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  this  Govern- 
ment, on  the  subject  of  the  road  from  the  State  of  Missouri 
to  Santa  F^  of  New  Mexico ;  and  res()ccttng  the  treaties  of 
commerce  and  limits  between  the  two  nations,  to  which  I 
alluded  in  my  last,  marked  A  ;  together  with  my  reply, 
marked  B. 

I  find  that  there  exists  great  apprehension  in  the  minds 
of  the  fieople  of  this  country  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates  contemplate  renewing  their  claim  to  the  ter- 
ritory north  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte ;  and  it  may  be  of 
some  importance  to  consider  their  great  sensibility  on  this 
subject,  when  the  line  of  country  to  be  examined,  with  a 
view  to  the  lirniu  between  the  two  nations,  shall  lie  deter- 
mined on,  shoukl  the  President  think  proper  to  accede  to 
the  proposals  contained  in  the  accompanying  note. 

A.* 

Mr,  Ataman  to  Mr,  Voiwteit. 

Mxxico,  July  20,  1825.     • 

hlia:  1  had  postponed  ansswering  the  note  which  ynur 
excellency  addref<sed  to  nic  on  the  17th  of  IaA  month,  re- 
specting the  meaeure^i  adopted  by  the  Governnirnt  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  opening  a  road  from  the 
western  limit  of  the  State  of  Missouri  to  the  frontier  uf 
therte  Slates,  in  the  dircclion  of  Santa  Fc  in  New  Mexico, 
and  its  continuation  beyond  those  limits,  in  concert  with 
this  Government,  in  the  hope  that  I  might  be  able,  at  the 
same  time,  to  address  your  excellency  upon  a  subject  of 
more  extensive  importance,  which  embraces,  as  your  ex- 
cellency has  olwervcd,  this  of  which  wc  arc  treating.  On 
your  presentation  to  the  most  excellent  seiior  President  of 
this  republic,  your  excellency  signified  that  you  were  au- 
thorized by  ytiur  Government  to  conclude  treaties  of  com- 
merce and  limits  with  this ;  and  certainly  the  opening  of 
this  new  road  8up|x>sos  the  existence  of  these  treaties,  by 
virtue  of  which  the  limits  which  divide  tbis  republic  from 
that  will  be  settled,  as  well  as  the  regulations  which  are  to 
govern  the  commercial  relations  of  both  nations ;  nor  will 
it  be  easy  to  separate  them,  without  incurring  inconve- 
niences very  difficult  to  avoid.  So  that  the  President  be- 
lieves it  to  bo  more  plain  and  easy  to  commence  by  con- 
cluding the  treaties  which  you  are  authorited  to  make, 
leaving  the  business  of  marking  out  the  road  to  be  adjusted 
afterwards,  as  dependent  upon  them,  and  which  thin  Gov- 
ernment is  disposed  to  concur  in,  as  it  is  convinced  that 
this  new  channel  of  communication  between  the  two  na- 
tions, which  is  shout  to  be  opened,  will  be  equally  u&eful 
and  beneficial  to  both. 

In  the  actusi  state  of  things,  ilie  fuial  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  which  should  embnice  the  two  points  of  commerce 
and  of  limits,  could  not  be  etfcctcd  with  that  promptness 
which  this  Government  wishes,    'i'he  marking  out  of  limits, 


by  its  nature,  and  the  particular  diflRculties  which  in  osr 
case  attend  such  a  work,  both  by  want  of  the  topognpkicil 
information  sufficiently  exact  to  inspire  any  confidsoec,ad 
from  the  series  of  trigonometrical  observations  wbieb  k 
would  bo  necessary  to  make  on  a  vast  extent  of  oocxpM 
country,  is  subject  to  delays  that,  however  great  the  sd 
with  which  both  Governments  might  forward  the  w«k, 
would  consume  a  great  deal  of  time;  when,  on  tbeodttr 
hand,  the  two  subjects  might  be  separated  without  any  |s»> 
judice  to  the  national  interests.     We  might  tbeo,  if  )-ov 
excellency  thought  proper,  (and  this  is  tlM  opinion  of  Iki 
President,}  proceed  immediately  to  negotiate  tbetrMlyof 
commerce,  leaving  on  one  side  the  point  of  limits;  ni 
that  wo  might  negotiate  on  this  subject,  the  two  Gov«i> 
ments  might  name  their  commissioners,  who,  on  exioMh 
ing  together  the  country  within  a  given  latitude,  from  oae 
sea  to  the  other,  might  present  exact  informatioa  upn 
which  the  limits  might  be  establbhod  as  is  desirad.   Thii 
manner  of  proceeding  throws  no  obstacle  in  the  prosen- 
tion  of  the  end  proposed ;  for,  whether  the  baaesfor  miifci*! 
the  limits  are  designated  previously  in  the  treaty  to  be  ihn 
afterwards  defined  with  precision  by  both  commissioDen  of 
both  Governments,  or  whether  we  proceed  in  the  naoDcr  I 
have  the  honor  to  propose  to  your  excellency,  the  rmill  wiB 
always  be  the  same,  with  the  only  difference,  tbsl  by  tb 
method  indicated  we  might  proceed  with  more  certiioljf 
and  we  should  possess  more  exact  information  to  go  apia< 
The  commissioners  which  this  Government  might  nomtMli 
for  this  object,  might  likewise  receive  instructions  re^Mct- 
ing  the  demarcation  of  tbis  road,  so  that  both  tbeie  poiiti 
might  l)c  taken  into  consideration  and  satisfiKtorily  erllM. 
Your  excellency  will   be  so  good  as  to  transmit  to  y«« 
Government  what  1  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  yoo  % 
order  of  tlio  President,  assuring  it  at  the  same  time  of  iW 
sincerity  of  this  Government,  and  of  the  desire  with  fhidi 
it  is  animated   to  establish,   in  a  solid  manner,  VjA  to 
strengthen  more  and  more  the  relations  of  frieoddiip  be- 
tween two  people  so  intimately  united  by  the  siioiltrily  of 
their  institutions  and  their  interests. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  considmtiMti 
&c.,  LUCAS  ALAM.\N. 

B. 

Mr,  Voinzett  to  Mr,  Ataman. 

liEOATlON  OP  TUB  U.  S.  A. 

MexicH,  My  27,  I8to. 

Win;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receiptor 
your  excellency's  note  of  the  20lh  instant,  in  which  joer 
excellency  proposes  to  postpone  the  business  of  msitiil 
out  the  road  from  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Stales  to  Suit 
Fd  of  New  Mexico,  until  after  the  conclusion  of  ihctrc»tici 
of  commerce  and  of  limits  between  the  two  republics,  9t 
until  after  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  eipiore 
that  tract  of*country  which  will  include  t^e  froulieri  of  ilii 
two  States. 

Although  very  unwilling  to  urge  tbis  Govcnirowl  '• 
adopt  a  measure  which  it  apprehends  may  be  atleodeii  aith 
unavoidible  inconveniences,  I  cannot  but  regret  thii<lfl*y« 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  will  prove  injurious  to  i  ceia* 
mercc  just  risinf^  into  exist4>ncc  between  the  Werttfi 
States  of  North  America  and  New  Mexico.  The  comaiii- 
sioners  for  this  object  have  been  appointed  by  the  Gn^t^' 
ment  of  the  United  States,  and  are,  probably,  by  this  liBJ 
on  the  spot,  waiting  the  result  of  an  arrsngement  »l»wji 
from  the  mutual  benefits  it  is  calculated  to  confer  on  bwj 
nations,  the  President  of  the  United  States  presumed  woold 
meet  with  no  obstacle  onlclsy  on  the  part  of  the  Go^*^"** 
ment  of  Mexico ;  especially  as  it  was  believed  llwli"  ^' 
rangement  might  have  been  made  so  as  efleciatlly  W  Pjf 
vent  the  occurrence  of  thojse  inconveniences  which  u* 
Government  appears  to  apprehend.     The  object  of  mark' 
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iqg  out  this  road  at  ibis  time,  is  to  enable  the  caravans  to 
Hod  their  wa^  througb  the  unexplored  and  trackless  waste 
that  lies  between  the  frontier  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and 
Santa  Fc  of  New  Mexico.  To  postpone  this  business  un- 
til the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  survey  that  part  of 
the  country,  with  a  view  to  the  final  adjustment  of  our 
limits^  wilh  eniborrass  that  trade  very  much ;  and  I  still 
venture  to  hope  that  his  excellency  the  President  of  these 
States  will  instruct  your  excellency  to  enter  into  some  ar- 
rangement with  me  by  which  this  desirable  end  may  be 
sooner  accomplished. 

Aware  as  I  am  that  the  GoverrjUicut  of  the  United  States 
of  Amerita  is  equally  anxious  with  this  to  conclude,  as 
early  as  possible,  a  treaty  which  shall  settle  on  a  permanent 
basis  the  future  commercial  relations  of  the  two  countriea, 
I  readily  accede  to  your  excellency's  proposal  to  separate 
the  two  subjects  of  commerce  and  limits,  and  request  you 
will  communicate  to  his  excellency  the  President  my  readi- 
ness to  proceed  immediately  to  negotiate  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  such  person  or  persons  as  he  may  think  proper 
to  apooint. 

With  respect  to  your  excellency's  proposal,  that  the  two 
Governments  should  forthwith  appoint  commissioners,  who, 
by  a  careful  examination  of  the  country  from  sea  to  sea, 
within  a  given  latitude,  might  furnish  exact  information 
upon  which  the  limits  could  finally  be  adjusted,  I  see  only 
ooe  serious  objection  to  it,  and  that  is  the  great  delay  such 
a  course  is  likely  to  occasion.     The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  if  he  accedes  to  this  proposal  on  the  part  of  tbi^ 
Government,  cannot  appoint  such  commissioners  until  aficr 
the  meeting  of  Congress  in  December  next,  nor  could  they 
be  on  the  ground  before  the  spring  of  1 826 :  their  opera- 
tions could  not  be  concluded  in  less  than  one  year,  leaving 
the  boundary  undefined  by  treaty  for  the  term  of  two  years. 
Agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  his  excellency  the  President 
of  these  United  States,  I  shall  trauamit  to  my  Government 
his  proposals  on  this  subject ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  pray 
your  excellency  to  accept  the  assurances  of  respect  and 
consideration  witli  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  bumble  servont, 

J.  R.  P0IN8ETT. 


Mr,  Aiaman  to  Air.  Foinaeit. — Extract 

Mexico,  August  10,  1825. 

The  President  has  seen  with  satisfiiction  the  disposition 
of  your  excellency  to  separate  the  two  negotiations  of  com- 
merce and  of  limits,  forming  a  particular  treaty  for  each  of 
these  objects,  and  has,  in  consequence,  thought  proper  to 
honor  with  his  commia^ion,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting 
the  first,  the  inoet  excellent  8cnor  Don  Jos^  Ignacio  Esteva, 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
Slid  myself,    who  will  be  ready  to  enter  into  conference 
with  your  excellency  as  soon  as  you  think  proper  to  ad- 
vise  us  that  you  are  so  disposed.     With  regard  to  the  sec- 
ond point,  the  difficulties  and  delays  which  occur  to  your 
excellency  are  inevitable  in  either  case ;  for  the  limits  can- 
not he  definitively  aettled  until  the  reconnoisssnce  of  the 
country  has  been  made ;  and  all  that  can  be  done  to  short- 
en tlie  time,  is  to  facilitate  this  examination  in  the  man- 
Mr  1  have  proposed  to  your  excellency,  and  which  you 
ofier  to  present  to  your  Government. 


the  United  Statea  and  the  Spanish  possessions,  as  defined 
by  the  treaty  of  1795,  and  asked  me  to  trace  them  for  him 
in  Melish's  map.     I  did  so,   but  observed,  at  the  same 
time,  that  that  treaty  was  concluded  before  the  cession  of 
Louisiana.     I  then  inquired  his  object  in  wishing  to  as- 
certain the  former  boundaries.  He  replied,  that  he  thought 
it  would  be  advisable  in  the  treaty  we  were  al>out  conclud- 
ing, to  specify  the  ancient  boundary  until  the  new  line  was 
agreed  upon.     I  replied,  he  must  be  aware  that,  previous 
to  the  treaty  with  Spain  concluded  at  Washington  in  1819, 
the  United  Slates  of  America  claimed  to  the  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte,  and  Spain  to  the  Mississippi ;  and  that  treaty  was  a 
compromise  of  various  disputed  claims  made  by  the  con- 
tracting parties ;  that  it  was  binding  on  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  having  been  concluded  before  their  emancipa- 
tion frimi  Spain,  and  has  since  been  acknowledged  by  their 
accredited  agents  in  the  United  States.  There  had  been  ample 
time  to  have  carried  that  treaty  into  full  eflTect,  but  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  had  been  withheld  from  do- 
ing so  only  by  motives  of  delicacy  towards  Mexico.     That 
the  same  motives  had  induced  me  to  propose  an  entire 
new  treaty,  which  should  not  allude  to  the  one  formerly 
concluded  with  Spain  ;  but  that  in  so  doing  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  yield  one  square  inch  of  land  which  was  included 
willun  the  limits  of  the  United  States  according  to  the 
boundary  line  at  that  time  agreed  upon.     That  in  my 
opinion  a  more  advantageous  boundary   might  be  drawn 
between  the  two  countries,  but  that  such  a  line  was  not  to 
be  sought  for  east  of  the  Sabine  or  north  of  the  Red  river 
or  the  Arkansas ;  and  that,  finally,  no  article  such  as  he 
proposed  could  be  inserted  in  the  treaty,  without  my  re- 
newing in  it  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  country 
north  and  east  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte. 

On  my  return  home  I  sent  him  a  copy  of  the  note  from 
the  Mexican  charg^  d'aflfalrcs  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ai 
Washington,  together  with  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain  concluded  at  Washington  in  1819. 

Mr.  Poinsett  fo  Mr.  Clay. — Extract. 

liXOATioN  or  THE  UwiTKn  Stjitls, 

Mexico^  March  18,  1825. 


By  the  colonisation  law  passed  in  August,  18S4,  the 
General  Government  reserved  twenty  leagues  of  land  from 
the  frontiers  of  neighboring  nations,  and  ten  leagues  from 
tlie  sea  shoie,  which  cennot  be  granted  by  the  States  ex- 
cept with  the  previous  consent  of  the  Executive.  Having 
learnt  that  the  President  had  given  his  consent  to  a  grant 
of  land  made  by  the  State  of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  of  a 
tract  situated  within  that  limit,  on  the  Red  river,  I  called 
this  morning  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
told  Espinosa  that  I  should  not  consider  any  grant  aa  valid 
tliat  was  made  while  the  negotiations  were  |iending,  in  the 
event  of  that  portion  of  country  being  included  by  the 
treaty  within  the  limits  of  the  Unit etT  States.  He  admitted 
that  the  objection  was  proper,  and*  engaged  to  write  to  the 
Sutc  of  Texas  on  the  subject. 


Mr  PoifiMctt  to  Mr.  Clay.— Extract. 

Lkoation  of  tub  Uhitbd  Statrs, 

Mexico,  Septeml>er  20,  1825. 

8iK :  I  had  an  interview  this  morning  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  at  his  request,  on  the  subject  of  the  bound- 
&7  line  between  the  two  republics.  He  began  by  saying 
that  he  wiahed  to  ascertain  the  ancient  boundaries  l>etween 


Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay. — Extract. 

LxOATiON  OP  THE  UxiTSD  StATES, 

Mexico,  July  12,  1826. 

This  Government  has  appointed  General  Teran  to  ex- 
amine the  country  near  our  respective  frontiers,  and  to  ob- 
tain such  information  as  will  enable  them  to  treat  upon 
that  subject  understandingly.  This  is  the  gentleman  form- 
erly nominated  by  the  Executive  to  proceed  to  London, 
and  whose  appointment  was  not  confirmed  by  the  Senate. 
He  tells  me  that  he  will  leave  the  capital  in  all  September. 
I  suppose  his  depnrturo  will  not  take  place  l>rf«»Te  late  in 
Octol)or. 
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Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mir.   Clay. 

Leoatiox  of  the  UiriTKD  Statba, 

MexicOy  April  10,  1827. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  transla- 
tion of  the  report  of  (he  coniniiltee  of  the  House  of  Deputies 
on  the  treaty  concluded  here  on  the  10th  of  Julj  last.* 

Thi«  report  has  been  discussed  in  secret  session,  and 
sent  back  to  the  committee  with  instructions.  The  House 
disapproved  of  some  of  the. extraordinary  principles  laid 
down  by  the  committpe  in  their  report,  and  moreover  do* 
sir«d  to  have  inserted  in  the  treaty  an  additional  article, 
declaring  the  treaty  of  limits,  concluded  at  Washington, 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  to  be 
valid,  and  binding  upon  the  high  contracting  parties.  The 
argument  for  this  declaration,  which  was  advanced  in  the 
House  and  supported  by  a  large  majority,  is  the  propriety 
of  considering  this  republic  as  having  inherited  all  the 
rights  of  Spain.  The  principle  has  hitherto  been  urged 
effectively  in  all  the  disputes  between  the  civil  and  eccle- 
siastical authorities ;  and  at  this  particular  moment  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  this  Government  to  establish  it 
beyond  all  controversy. 

The  committee  has  not  yet  reported. 

'^he  British  treaty  has  been  ratified,  having  passed  both 
Houses  without  the  slightest  objection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your 
oliedient  servant,  J.   R.   POINSETT. 

Hon.  H.  Clat, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay — Extract. 
Ls^ATioir  or  thb  Uititbd  States, 

Mexico,  October  6,  1837. 
•  ••••• 

The  only  act  passed  by  the  Congress,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  their  session,  of  any  importance,  is  the  ap- 
propriation of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  commtftNoner,  General  Teran,  appointed 
by  this  Government  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  coun- 
try  which  lies  near  and  apon  the  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  agreeably  to  the  views  of  this 
Government,  as  expressed  in  their  communication  of  the 
"  ■  of  August,  1825.  The  commiasion  has  not  set  out 
on  this  ex|iedition  for  want  of  funds.  Congress  having  ap- 
propriated what  the  Treasury  does  not  at  this  moment  con- 
tain. In  private  conversations  with  the  President  and 
Secretaries,  I  have  sought  to  convince  them  of  the  uscless- 
iiess  of  this  expedition  ontil  the  treaty  of  limits  is  defini- 
tively settled.  They -say,  in  reply,  that  the  \m\A\c  is  so 
anxious  to  have  that  question  settled,  that  they  think  it 
politic  so  to  act  at  present,  and  assure  me  of  their  earnest 
desire  to  adjust  that  delicate  point  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
President  appointed  Don  Jos^  Ignacio  Esleva  and  Don 
Juan  Jo86  Espinosa  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  with  me;  but 
having  understood  that  Mr.  Camacho  is  hourly  expected 
from  London,  he  prefers  waiting  the  arrival  of  that  gentle- 
man, in  order  that  the  former  plenipotentiaries  may  con- 
tinue the  negotiations. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay, — Extract. 

LxoATio^  or  THE  United  States, 

Mexico,  Januarys,  1828. 
Sir  :  The  negotiations  were  renewed  this  day,  and, 
from  the  disposition  manifested  by  the  Mexican  plenipo- 
tentiaries, in  this  first  conference,  I  have  every  expectation 
of  concluding  the  treaty  of  friendship,  navigation,  and 
commerce,  favorably  and  promptly. 

♦  Ttiis  treaty  -wan  not  approved  by  iho  Senate  i»f  the  IJnitrtl  Statfi», 
nor  w:ia  ii  acted  iifion  tiy  tlie  Mexican  Coimrera  in  season  for  the  raii. 
ficuiiuna  to  have  bcrit  cich.iTigod  williin  tin*  stipulaiod  Uuio. 


The  Mexican  Cbftmber  of  Deputies  passed  a  resohiliaB, 
when  the  treaty  was  formerly  before  them,  on  which,  I 
understand,  they  will  insist.  It  is  in  these  wonh,  m: 
<*This  Chamber  will  not  take  into  eonsiderfction  thetiMly 
which  the  Government  has  concluded  with  that  of  tbi 
United  States  of  America,  nntil  an  article  shall  be  inaertri 
in  it  recognising  the  validity  of  that  which  was  cslebrStal 
by  the  cabinet  of  Madrid,  in  the  yeai^  1919,  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Washington,  respecting  the  limits  of  the  tnri- 
tories  of  the  two  contracting  parties." 

The  plenipotentjariea,  in  reply  to  all  my  obierTatiom  «■ 
the  subject,  and  to  my  proposals  to  alter  the  limits,  inwltd 
thai  Mexico  had  a  right  to  consider  that  treaty  bnidim 
upon  the  United  States,  as  being  invested  with  all  tbe.righli 
of  Spain,  and  bonnd  by  all  the  obligations  of  the  mothff 
country.  They  instanced  the  cession  made  bySpsioto 
Great  Britain  of  certain  rights  in  the  Bay  of  Hondom^ 
which,  however  inconvenient  to  the  Mexican  Govemoeoi, 
it  had  nevertheless  felt  itself  bound  to  ratify ;  and,  in  ifaoi^ 
declared  that  if  T  did  not  consent  to  comply  with  the  re«»- 
lution  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  it  would  be  osekiito 
discuss  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty,  as  it  was  oeitain  thit 
Congress  wonid  not  ratify  any  treaty  which  did  mrt  eoo- 
tain  auch  a  provision. 

1  withdrew  my  opposition,  but  observed  that,  ai  thi 
treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce  was  for  a  limited  period, 
and  that  of  limits  perpetual,  it  would  be  better  to  mib 
them  distinct  conventions ;  to  which  proposal  the  Mnim 
pleniiK>tcntiaries  consented. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  HBr.  Clay  —Extract. 
LfiOATiox  or  THs  Ukiteo -States, 

Mexico^  Februcary  7,  1838. 

Sia :  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the  treaty  of  liniili 
and  of  the  protocols  of  the  conforenoes  held  with  the  M<i' 
ican  plenipotentiaries  upon  that  subject. 
^  I  did  not  insist  upon  introducing  the  article  rMpediof 
tlie  obligation  of  the  parties  to  restrain  the  Indian  iribfs  if- 
siding  within  their  respective  territories  from  ottminiltiog 
hostilities  against  the  people,  Indians,  or  territories  of  thi 
other,  because  it  is  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  amity,  cuo- 
merce,  and  navigation,  which  I  am  about  concluding. 

You  will  perceive,  by  the  protocols  of  our  oooferenoni 
that  I  did  not  oppose  any  obstacles  to  the  wishes  <if  thii 
Government  to  adojit  the  limits  settled  by  the  trratjflf 
Washington. 


Protuad  of  the  Jiral  conference  between  the  vkaMttUia* 
ry  of  the  United  Stales  ofAtnerice  and  iiiepKmpott*' 
tuu'ies  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  in  order  to  (os» 
elude  a  treaty  of  limits,  held  on  the  Sth  ofJemserft 
1828. 

Present,  J.  U.  Puinsett,  plenipotentiary  of  the  UaM 
States  of  America,  and  their  excellendea,  Don  Sebartiia 
Comacho  and  Don  Jos^  Ignacio  Esleva,  plenipoteetiiriff 
of  the  United  Mexican  States. 

The  plenipotentiaries  of  Mexico  read  the  rssolotioo  of 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies ;  which  is  in  the  following  woi^ 
viz: 

<<This  House  will  not  take  into  consideration  tb«  treaty 
which  the  Government  has  concluded  with  the  Uoi^fd 
States  of  America  so  long  as  it  does  not  contain  an  article 
which  shall  renew  the  existence  of  the  treaty  celebrated  ^ 
the  cabinet  of  Madrid  in  the  year  1819,  with  that  of  Wash- 
ington, respecting  the  territoiial  limits  of  the  two  contract- 
ing parties." 

This  resolution  was  passed  on  the  3d  of  April,  182^* 
and  the  treaty  was  accordingly  sent  back  to  the  Presideol 
of  the  United  Mexican  States. 

The  )>lcnipotentiaries  observed  that  this  resolution  ^' 
dcrcd  it  imperative  upon  the  Executive  first  to  tetile  thij 
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iiQimrtaiit  qn^stioo ;  and,  from  the  tennr  of  the  note  td- 
Insgaed  to  them  by  the  plenipotendar}'  of  the  United  States, 
ibej  presomed  he  could  Jiave  uo  ohjection  to  regnrd  the 
ibove-mentioned  trcMy  as  in  full  force,  and  binding  upon 
the  United  States. 

The  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  replied  that, 
idtbough  the  limits  as  settled  by  the  treaty  of  Washington 
wrre  liable  to  some  objections,  and  might  be  altered  advan- 
tageously for  both  the  contracting  parties*  as  he  had  before 
freqaently  explained,  still,  if  the  Qovernment  of  Mexico  in- 
risted  upon  the  execution  of  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of 
that  treaty,  he  could  not  object  to  it. 

The  Mexican  plenipotentiaries  said  that  their  Gotern- 
meot  had  invariably  acted  upon  the  principle  that  Mexico 
was  bound  to  respect  the  treaties  of  the  Spanish  monarchy 
prior  to  the  declaration  of  her  independence ;  as  for  instance 
Great  Britain  had  acquired  rights  from  Spain  within  the 
lerriloiy  of  Mexico,  (in  the  bay  of  Honduras, )  which,  how- 
ever inconvenient  to  this  Government,  it  was  proposed  not 
ts  disturb,  and  had  acknowledged  the  existence  of  those 
rights  io  the  recent  treaty  with  that  Power. 

The  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Sutes  replied  that  be 
(ttd  not  intend  to  dispute  the  validity  of  a  treaty  concluded 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain  at  a  period  when  Mex- 
ico fermed  a  component  part  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  ; 
and  that  it  was  evident,  from  former  conferences,  and  from 
his  note  on  that  enhject,  that  he  had  never  controverted 
tliis  principle.  Any  alteration  of  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
tOB  nast  depend  upon  the  mutual  consent  of  the  present 
coBtracting  parties ;  but  as  the  ExecutiVD  and  the  Chamber 
of  Depntiea  of  Mexico  appeared  detOTmined  to  insist  upon 
carrving  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of  that  treaty  into  ef- 
fect, he  should  no  longer  object  to  iL 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  treaty  of  limits  should  be 
made  separately,  because  this  was  a  permanent  convention, 
whereas  that  of  amity,  navigation,  and  commerce,  was  in- 
liotlsd  to  exist  only  for  a  limited  period. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

S.  COMACHO. 

J.  y.  ESTEVA. 

Protocol  of  the  second  conference  between  ike  pUnipotenti- 
ary  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  plenipoten" 
tiarite  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  held  on  the  lOth 
of  January,  1838. 

Present,  the  plenipotentiaries. 

The  following  preamble  and  article  were  drawn  up  and 
•greed  U?,  via : 

"The  limiu  of  the  United  SUtes  of  America  with  the 
bordering  territ^iries  of  Mexico  having  been  fixed  and  desig- 
nated by  a  solemn  treaty  concluded  and  sjgned  at  Wash- 
ington on  the  2!2d  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Iiord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  between 
the  respective  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  i^tatea  of  America  on  the  one  part,,  and  of  that  of 
Bpain  on  the  other :  and  whereas  the  said  treaty  having 
been  sanctioned  at  a  period  when  Mexico  constituted  a  part 
of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  it  is  deemed  necessary  now  to 
confirm  the  validity  of  the  aforesaid  treaty  of  limits,  regard- 
ing it  as  still  in  force  and  binding  between  the  United 
Stales  of  America  and  the  United  Mexican  States. 

"Art.  1.  The  dividing  limit  of  the  respective  bordering 
terriinries  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  of  the  Uni- 
lad  Mexican  States,  being  the  same  as  were  agreed  and 
filed  upon  by  the  above-mentioned  treaty  of  Washington, 
condaded  and  signed  on  the  22d  of  February,  in  the  year 
1819,  the  two  high  contracting  parties  will  proceed  forth- 
with to  carry  into  full  effect  the  ihird  and  fourth  articles  of 
said  treaty,  which  are  herein  recited,  as  follows  *' 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

8.  COMACHO. 

J.  y.  ESTEVA. 


Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay — Extract. 

LaoATioir  ot  thk  United  Statbs, 

Mexico,  April  24,  1828. 
SiH  :  The  treaty  of  limits  has  been  ratified  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  is  now  \ycfore  the  Senate.  You 
will  perceive  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  send  the  ratifica- 
tion of  this  Government  to  Washington  in  time  for  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications  to  take  place  within  the  term  desig- 
nated by  the  treaty.  This  delay  has  originated  from  the 
extreme  indolence  of  the  person  who  formerly  filled  the  of- 
fice of  Secretary  of  State  of  this  republic.  He  kept  this 
treaty  in  his  ofHce  upwards  of  two  months  without  submit- 
ting it  to  Congress,  although  I  repeatedly  represented  to 
hi  in  the  prejudice  that  would  result  from  thi^  delay,  especi- 
ally to  the  Mexican  Government,  which  bad  already  des- 
patched its  commissioner  to  the  frontiers. 


Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay. 

TjEoation  of  the  Uitited  States, 

Mexico,  April  26,  1828. 

Sir  :  The  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  concluded  and  signed  on  the  12th  of  January  last, 
was  yesterday  ratified  by  the  Mexican  Senate.  The  pe- 
riod fixed  J)y  the  treaty  for  the  exchange  of  ratifications  be- 
ing four  months  from  the  date  of  its  signature,  I  shall  not 
transmit  the  ratification  of  this  Government  by  express. 
It  could  not  possibly  arrive  at  Washington  in  time.  I  re- 
gret the  delay  which  baa  occored  here,  because  1  am  aware 
it  will  render  it  necessary  to  suhmit  the  treaty  a  second 
time  to  the  Senate.  This  (  ongress  despatched  it  with  tol- 
erable promptness.  The  delay,  as  I  before  observed,  was 
occasioned  by  the  dilatory  habits  of  the  former  Secretary 
of  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectlblly,  air,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  HairaT  Ciat, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  the  Secretary  of  State. — Extract. 

LvoATioir  OF  the  UiriTBD  States, 
Mexico,  March  10,  1829. 

In  combination  with  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations, 
Don  Lucas  Alaman,  the  President  had  formed  a  plan  to 
negotiate  a  new  treaty  of  boundaries,  by  which  we  were 
to  be  reduced  to  the  margin  of  the  Mississippi ;  for  they  be- 
lieved that,  by  the  treaty  of  Washington,  we  bad  unjustly 
deprived  Spain  of  a  large  portion  of  her  territory.  They 
were  exceedingly  surprised,  therefore,  when  no  objection 
Wn»  made  by  this  legation  to  renew  the  negotiations 
on  that  subject  altogether,  with  a  declaration  that,  in  that 
event,  the  U/iited  States  would  assume  the  line  of  the  Rio 
Bravo  del  Norte  as  the  boundary  ;  as  the  reasons  which 
had  induced  them  to  cede  to  Spain  their  rights  to  that  ter- 
ritory, did  not  apply  to  this  country.  They  were  assu- 
red that  we  regarded  the  treaty  of  limits  as  binding  upon 
both  parties,  because  it  had  been  concluded  when  Mexico 
formed  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  Spain,  but  that  no  ob- 
jection would  be  made  on  our  part  to  annul  it.  The  Con- 
gress, more  wise,  compelled  the  Executive  subsequently 
to  confirm  that  treaty. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Van  Bwren. — Extract. 

LXBATIOX  OF  THE  UkITBD  StATBS, 

Mexico,  July  22,  1829. 
They  at  first  proposed  that  both  parties  should  send  com- 
missioners to  examine  the  country  situated  at  and  near  the 
boundary  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  Washington  from  sea  to 
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sea,  for  they  had  heard  of  a  neutral  territory  which,  by  the 
superior  acutenesa  of  Mr.  Adams,  had  been  wrested  from 
Spain,  and  other  absurd  storief:,  which  an  actual  examina- 
tion would  elucidate. 

Next  they  proposed  to  me  to  fix  provisionally  the  bound- 
ary line  in  the  treaty  of  commerce,  then  in  progress  of  ne- 
gotiation, where  it  was  supposed  to  have  existed  prior  to 
the  treaty  of  Washington.  They  desisted  from  this  proposal 
only  upon  my  insisting,  in  such  a  case,  of  inserting  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  north  of  the  Rio 
Bravo  del  Norte.  For  further  particulura  on  this  subject, 
I  refer  you  to  my  despatch  dat<  d  the  SOth  of  September, 
1826,  and  marked  No.  19. 


Mr.  Butler  to  Mr,  Van  Buren. — Extract. 

Mxxico,  May  19,  1830. 

Upon  the  subject  of  our  treaties,  I  can  barely  say,  that 
commissioners  have  at  last  been  determined  upon  and  an- 
nounced to  me  on  the  part  of  this  Government.  They  are 
the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Alaman,  and  Mr.  Manjino, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  There  is  little  doubt  but  that 
the  negotiations  would  have  commenced  some  weeks  since, 
for  every  thing  was  in  good  train  for  the  purpose,  and  Mr. 
Alamsn  had  suggested  to  me  a  belief  that  the  acting  Pres- 
ident would  appoint  him  to  meet  me.  This  was  conclusive 
as  to  his  nomination,  and  he  was  the  gentleman  of  all 
others  I  should  have  selected. 


The  Mexican  plenipotentiaries  to  Mr,  Butler, 

[Translation.] 

Palacs  or  THK  FxDBftAL  GovsiiivxxirT, 

Mexico^  May  21,  1830. 
The  undersigned.  Secretaries  of  Stale,  of  Domestic  and 
Foreign  Affiiirs,  and  of  the  Treasury,  have  the  honor  of 
addressing  your  excellency,  and  to  oommanicate  that  they 
are  Ailly  authorised  by  the  most  excellent  the  Vice  President, 
exercising  the  executive  power,  to  commence  negotiating 
on  the  subject  of  the  treaties  pending  between  the  United 
Mexican  States  and  your  Government 

Therefore,  the  undersigned  request  your  excellency  will 
please  to  appoint  a  day  for  the  first  meeting  on  the  afore- 
said subject;  availing  themselves  of  this  opportunity  for 
offering  to  you  the  assurance  of  their  distinguished  conaid- 
eraUon,  dtc.  LUCAS  ALAMAN, 

RAFAEL  MANJLNO. 
To  Senor  Don  Amthont  Butler, 

Chargi  d'affairea. 


Mr.  Butler  to  Mr,  Monaiferio. 

LtSATIOlf  OF  TBK  UlTITED  StATXB  OF  AVXRICA, 

July  25,  1833. 
The  undersigned,  chargi  d*afiaires  of  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
of  limits  negotiated  by  the  plenipotentiaries  United  States 
of  America  and  the  United  Mexican  States,  together  with 
the  proclamation  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
declaring  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  thereof.  The 
treaty  having  now  become  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  is  prepared 
to  execute  all  the  provisions  thereof,  and  fur  this  purpose 
will,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  appoint  commissioners 
on  our  part  to  ascertain  and  mark  the  line  of  boundary  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  in  conformity  with  the  stipulations 
contained  in  the  treaty  referred  to.  In  making  this  com- 
munication it  becomes  my  duty  to  say  that  apprehensions 
are  entertained  on  the  part  ot  my  Government  that  the  line, 
as  designated  in  the  treaty  recently  ratified,  will  produce 
inconveniencet  and  perhaps  create  difficulties  that  it  will 


be  the  interest  no  less  than  the  desire  of  the  Oovennnat 
of  the  United  States  to  obviate ;  and  the  President  Mlbe 
fullest  confidence  that  his  excettency  the  Vice  Presidratof 
the  United  Mexican  States  will  act  under  the  inflaeDctof 
a  similar  spirit.  For  this  purpose  I  have  received  imtnR- 
tions  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Amedca 
to  propose  the  establishment  of  a  new  boundary  betwcn 
the  two  nations,  more  conformable  to  the  mutosl  intern 
of  each,  and  better  adapted,  not  only  to  preserve  ths  inttg- 
rity  of  national  domain,  but  to  promote  other  objeeti  ifike 
interesting  to  both  parties. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  place  this  commuoicitidn 
before  his  excellency  the  Vice  President,  to  the  end  that  be 
may  enter  into  a  consideration  at  once  of  the  subjert  pie* 
sented  in  this  note ;  and  should  he  concur  in  opiatoo  wiik 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  u  to  tin 
propriety  of  investigating  anew  the  question  of  adopttiifa 
different  boundary  between  the  two  nations,  that  in  iseh 
event  a  plenipotentiary  on  the  part  of  Mexico  mtj  be  ap- 
pointed, with  whom  I  am  prepared  to  compare  and  cxebBfe 
(lowers  preliminary  to  an  entrance  upon  the  discafaiM  tC 
the  subject  of  boundary  above  referred  to. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  rea^e  to 
Mr.  Monasteriu  the  assurances  of  his  distinguiihcd  onMd- 
eration.  ANTHONY  BOTLER. 

To  JOBXPR  M.  O.  Mo^ABTXRIO. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr.  Butler, 
[Translation.] 
Palagb  OP  THi  FcDsmAL  GoTtRinctiT, 
Mexico,  February  14,  iS31 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  and  of  RshtioB^ 
has  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  he  has  submittsd  to  !■■ 
excellency  the  President,  the  note  addressed  by  yon  to  tbii 
department  on  the  26th  of  July  last,  containing  wkn^ 
Uon  that  the  treaty  of  limits  agreed  upon  between  tbstss 
republics  had  been  published  by  the  GovernmeDt  of  ^ 
United  States,  and  that,  conformably  with  its  tennf,  ooa- 
missioners  would  he  appointed,  who  woukl,  at  tbs  prop* 
period,  proceed  jointly  witli  those  on  the  part  of  Mcpo^ 
to  fix  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  two  ooimtnii- 

The  circumstances  from  the  influence  of  which  thiii*- 
public  is  now  emerging,  have  prevented  a  reply  from  hiji 
hitherto  made  to  this  note,  and  have  likewise  hiodotdv 
publication  of  the  treaty,  which  will,  however,  be  ^ 
within  a  few  days.  In  the  mean  time,  the  ondenigBii 
has  been  ordered  to  assure  you  that  the  Goveroiwotfl 
Mexico  will,  without  delay,  appoint  commissioaeff,  «Ai 
will  proceed,  jointly  with  those  on  the  part  of  ths  Dnw 
States,  to  fix  the  limits  defined  in  the  treaty,  aod  of  ffbf* 
appointment  you  will  be  notified  in  due  time.  The  Mco* 
can  Government,  considering  ^  treaty  as  it  bss  bsea  coi- 
sidered  by  that  of  the  United  S.atea,  namely,  as  a  wfxa* 
law,  will  do  all  in  its  power  to  carry  its  stipulslioo*  v^ 
rigorously  into  execution.  . 

The  undersigned,  in  thus  replying  to  your  note,  hMW 
honor  to  renew  the  assurances  of  his  most  distingsi"** 
consideration. 

BERNARDO  GONZALEZ 
To  Ahthoitt  Butler,  Esq., 

Chargd  d"  Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  Amertta. 


Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Gonzalez. 
Legation  of  the  Uviteb  States  of  AM«»i"i 

Mexico,  February  16,  1833. 
The  undersigned,  chargi  d'afiaires  of  the  United  Statii 
of  America,  has  the  honor  of  acknowledging  '^'/^? 
this  day  of  the  note  of  your  excellency,  dated  on  "*  *** 
current,  in  reply  to  a  communicatioii  addresifd  bf  0» 
undersigned  to  the  Department  ot  Foreign  A&irt « *■ 
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t6th  of  July,  183S*  In  the  oommuoieeUon  refened  to  by 
ow  excellency,  it  was  the  porpoee  of  the  undereigned  to 
nog  under  the  notice  of  the  Mexican  Government  the 
;raat  delay  which  had  occurred  in  making  known  to  the 
Itate*  and  the  people  of  the  Mexican  confederation  that  a 
raaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  and  one  of  houn- 
iaiy,  had  been  negotiated  and  ratified  between  Mexico  and 
be  United  States  o(  America,  and  had  become  the  su- 
nme  law  of  the  land  to  both  nations.  This  prompting 
earned  the  more  proper,  inasmuch  as  the  citizens  of  the 
Jotted  States  oi  America  resident  in  the  United  Mexican 
Itates  had  luflered  and  were  suffering  exactions,  and  were 
thrived  of  the  eujnymenl  of  privileges,  in  some  of  the  in- 
nior  States  of  this  coiifederattoD,  against  the  first  of  which 
bey  were  protected,  and  in  the  full  advantage  of  the  latter 
bey  .were  assured,  under  the  guarantee  of  stipulations 
eotained  in  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation 
etween  the  two  nations ;  yet,  when  appeal  was  made  to 
his  treaty y  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  either  restrained 
II  their  privileges,  or  suffered  aggression  on  their  rights,  the 
tnifonu  answer  returned  was,  ''we  can  recognise  no 
reaty,  never  having  been  officially  informed  thereof  by 
be  Supreme  Government  of  Mexico,  and  cannot  theiefore 
iepect  any  claim  which  you  prefer  under  its  authority." 
ienoe  vre  see  the  propriety  of  giving  the  earliest  publicity 
0  that  iastrument,  in  such  mode  as,  according  to  the  prac- 
ice  of  thia  Government,  shall  confer  upon  the  treaty  of 
unity  and  commerce  the  validity  of  a  pnUic  law ;  and  the 
lodersigned  has  been  prompted  to  moke  this  suggestion, 
iiasBMich  as  no  reference  has  been  made  to  that  treaty  in 
be  note  of  your  exeeiiency  dated  on  the  14th  eurrent,  and 
Qst  receiv^ed  at  this  legation. 

It  will  not  escape  the  observation  of  your  excellency  that 
MHwithstanUing  treaties  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navtga- 
ion,  and  of  limits,  were  concluded  between  this  Oovem- 
aant  and  that  of  the  undersigned  more  than  two  yeara  past, 
lod  the  ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  and  publi- 
atien  thereof  made  in  the  United  States  of  America,  invest- 
ng  than  with  all  the  sanctions  of  a  supreme  law  nearty 
»ne  year  since,  still  these  national  contracts  of  equal  and 
BUtnal  obligation  upon  each  Power  remain  in  thai  of  Mex- 
60  a  dead  letter,  under  the  pretext  "that  ofikial  promalga- 
ioo  has  never  been  made. 

And  if  the  undersiguod  has  not  hitherto  remonstrated 
vtch  more  frequency  and  energy  against  this  delay,  end  the 
MNiioqueiaces  which  it  was  daily  unfolding,  the  reason  and 
m  moiiTee  will  find  Iheir  explanation  in  the  peculiar  con- 
Ition  in  which  Mexico  was  placed  for  the  last  twelve 
oontlis. 

A  longer  deUy,  however,  in  giving  publicity  to  tho  tre«i- 
y  of  atnity  and  commerce  must  inevitably  lead  to  greater 
ad  more  frequent  violation  of  its  provisions,  and  the  in- 
lancee  of  which  may  at  length  accamnlate  in  such  number 
Old  magnitude  as  shall  require  not  only  prompt  and  ample 
edreasy  but  may  have  a  tendency  to  disturb  the  harmony 
rhieh  at  pre^nt  so  happily  subsists  between  Mexico  and 
be  Unitihl  States ;  and  it  is  to  obviate  such  a  state  of  things 
hat  the  undersigned  would  pray  you,  sir,  to  lay  this  mat- 
sr  inamediately  Itefore  bis  excellency  the  President  of  the 
Jnited  Mexican  States,  that  such  order  may  be  taken  thereup- 
•n  a:!  bis  excellency  may  deem  expedient  on  the  occasion. 

The  oiidervigned  renews  to  your  excellency  the  assu« 
aiicea,  dec.  A.  BUTLER. 

To  his  Excellency  Bbrvardo  Goxzalrz, 
Sccrtiary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 

cf  the  United  Mtxiean  States, 


acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  you  were  pleased 
to  address  to  him  on  the  16th  instant,  urging  the  necessity  of 
proceeding  without  delay  to  the  publication  of  the  treaties 
concluded  between  these  United  States  and  those  of  Ameri- 
ca ;  and  he  has  now  the  honor  to  repeat  to  you  what  he 
said  in  his  note  of  the  litb — the  engagement  on  the  part  of 
the  Mexican  Government  to  carry  into  effect  within  a  few 
days  the  said  publication,  which  has  only  been  postponed 
on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  the  na- 
tion has  been  placed  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  pakt 
year,  and  which  have  terminated  so  fortunately. 

Tho  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  you,  sir,  the  protestations  of  his  consideration  and  ea- 
teem. 

BERNARDO  GONZALEZ. 

To  Antuoht  Butlkb,  Esq., 

Charge  d' Affaires  qftht  U.  S,  of  America. 


Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr.  Butler, 
Palace  or  the  Fkdehal  Govia>M£NT, 

Mexico.  Ftbraary  %\,  1833. 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Relations, 
Vei..  XIV.— A  18 


Mr,  Gonzalez  to  Mr,  Butler, 

[Translation.] 

'  Palace  of  ths  Fxdkrai  GovxmKMXNT, 

Mexico^  February  21,  \%Z9. 

The  undersigned,  SecreUry  of  State  and  of  Relations, 
has  the  honor  to  send  to  you,  herewith,  copies  of  the  treaty 
of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  and  of  the  treaty  of 
limits,  between  these  United  States  and  those  of  America  ; 
repeating,  at  the  same  time,  what  he  has  already  said  in 
several  different  notes,  with  regard  to  tho  circumstancea 
which  have  delayed  the  prompt  publication  of  these  docu- 
ments. 

The  undersigned,  on  this  occasion,  renews  to  you,  sir^ 
the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

BERNARDO  GONZALEZ. 

To  AvTBovr  BuTLsm*  Esq., 

Chargd  d^  Affaires  of  the  U,  S.  nf  America. 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Garcia. 

Lmatios  of  rat  Unites  States  of  AvaairA, 

Mexico,  September  6,  1833. 
The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  the  Supreme 
Government  of  Mexico,  in  a  note  addressed  by  the  under* 
signed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  more 
than  one  year  past,  information  of  the  fact  that  his  Govern* 
ment  had  appointed  a  commissioner  on  their  part  to  estab- 
lish and  mark  the  lino  of  limits  and  boundary  between  the 
two  nations  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  conformity  with  the  treaty  on  that  subject;  and  the  un- 
dersigned was  instructed  at  the  same  time  to  propose  a  re- 
view of  thto  question  of  limits,  for  the  purpose  of  defining 
more  exactly  and  clearly  the  landmarks  of  sucli  line  than 
had  been  done  by  the  treaty  of  1819,  between  Spain  and 
the  United  Stated.     This  proposition  was  received  and  en- 
tertained by  the  odministration  then  in  power,  and  action 
upon  it  merely  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled 
condition  of  Mexico  at  the  period  referred  to.     The  under- 
signed has  more  than  once,  during  the  present  year,  renew** 
ed  the  application  for  reconsidering  and  newly  arranging,  in 
a  clear  manner,  and  on  a  permanent  basis,  this  question, 
still  unsettled  between  the  two  nations — a  question  always 
highly  delicate,,  and  deeply  interesting  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned— but  without  having  the  good  fortune  to  elicit  a  reply 
from  the  Supreme  Government,  although  the  ordinary  cour« 
tesy  observed  between  nations  in  their  intercourse  with  each 
other  might  have  fairly  authorized  the  expectation  of  such 
reply.     Not  without  hope,  however,  that   the  diSScuUies 
which  are  known  to  surround  this  question  may  yet  be  ad- 
justed in  an  amicable  and  satisfactory  manner  to  both  the 
parties  interested,  the  undersigned  will  once  more  invoke 
the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  tho  subject,  requesting 
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that  it  may  be  placed  distinctly  under  the  contideration  of 
the  Vice  Pceaident,  for  his  decision  thereupon ;  and  the  un- 
dersigned is  the  more  anxious  for  a  decision  on  the  subject 
at  this  time,  inasmuch  as  a  period  so  auspicious  for  the  set- 
tlement of  this  question  will  perhaps  never  again  occur. 
The  undersigned  cannot  doubt  that  the  proposition  herein 
renewed  will  attract  the  regard  of  the  Supreme  Government 
of  Mexico  equally  with  that  of  his  own,  and  that  the  result 
will  be  an  immediate,  permanent,  and  amicable  arrange- 
ment, in  which  the  interests  of  both  parties  will  be  consult- 
ed and  promoted. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor,  dec. 

ANTHONY  BUTLER. 

To  his  £xcellenry  Cablos  Gapcia,  dec. 


Mr.  Garcia  to  Mr.  BulUr. 

[Translation.] 

Palace  of  thk  Fedkeal  GovxEXMaar, 

Mexico,  September  25,  1833. 

The  undcraigned,  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Kelations, 
has  the  h^nor  to  inform  Mr.  Anthony  Butler  that  hts  ex- 
cellrni'-y  the  Vice  Preiudent,  with  the  view  of  carrying  into 
execution  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits  between 
these  States  and  those  of  America,  has  appointed  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Don  Tomas  Ramon  del  Moral  as  commissioner, 
and  Don  Cantillo  Nevarro  as  surveyor. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  rejieat  to 
Mr.  Butler  the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  con- 
sideration. CARLOS  GARCIA. 

To  AsTHONf  DuTLKB,  Esq., 

Charge  d*  Affaires  of  the  U,  S,  of  America, 

Mr*  Butler  to  Mr.  MeLane^-^Bxlract. 
Legation  or  the  Uxited  States  of  America, 

Mexico,  July  1,  1834. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
despatches  to  ^o,  66  inclusive,  with  the  exception  of 
No.  47.  Nos.  57  and  58  have  recently  been  received, 
after  making  the  circuit,  perhaps  of  the  whole  Mexican 
confederation.  It  seems  that  they  were  intrusted  to  the 
care  of  a  gentleman  on  his  way  to  Mexico,  ^Jio,  travelling 
for  amusement,  pursued  a  diflbrcnt  route  from  that  at  first 
intended,  and  afler  keeping  the  despatches  in  his  possession 
for  weeks,  placed  them  at  length  in  the  ordinary  convey- 
ance, by  winch  they  are  received. 

I  perceive  that  by  No.  58  I  am  directed  to  concltide  <<  a 
new  convention"  with  the  Mexican  Government  on  the 
subject  of  boundary,  and  which  "  new  convention*'  **  must 
be  ratified  by  the  Mexican  Government  previously  to  sub- 
mitting it  for  the  ratification  of  the  United  States,"  dec  ; 
and  I  am  also  informed  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President 
that  1  should  myself  be  the  bearer  of  the  new  convention  to 
the  United  States.  I  presume  that  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  concluding  a  new  convention  on  the  subject  indi- 
cated ;  but,  as  the  authority  to  ratify  resides  in  the  General 
Congreas,  which  assembles  on  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
and  who  may  keep  the  question  before  them  for  a  month  or 
more,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  best 
to  permit  my  return  to  the  ITnitrd  States  immediately, 
either  on  leave  of  absence  for  a  short  period,  or  as  a  retire- 
ment from  the  mission  altogether.  I  am  fully  persuaded 
that  the  public  service  may  derive  benefit  from  an  Interview 
either  with  yourself  or  the  President,  at  which  certain  com> 
municatioiis  may  be  made,  and  opinions  freely  exchanged 
and  compared,  which  it  is  impracticable  to  do  by  any  oilier 
mode  ;  and,  after  this  loterTJew,  it  may  be  better  determined 
whether  the  public  interest  will  be  more  advanced  by  my 
return  to  Mexico,  or  by  the  a|  pointment  of  a  succeMor  to 


the  miwoA ;  and  I  eameatly  request  that  this  mattsrwrki 
submitted  to  the  consideration  ef  the  President  wiUmuI  Ji> 
lay,  so  thai  his  determination  be  made  known  to  ms 
early  as  pncticable. 
Hon.  Louis  McLavk. 


Mr,  Butler  to  Mr.  Lombardo. 

Legation  of  the  Uititbd  States  op  Axkbica, 

Mexico^  December  31, 1834. 

The  undersigned,  chafge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Stun 
of  America,  haa  the  honor  of  informing  his  exceHcnry  thi 
Secretary  of  Slate,  that  by  a  comiminication  recsimi  is- 
oently  from  the  Government  of  the  undersigned,  he  ii  is- 
at  ructed  to  propoee  to  that  of  Mexico  a  renewal  of  thi 
treaty  of  boundary  between  the  two  nations. 

Yonr  excellency  is  fuHy  aware  of  the  impoftioce  oTiIk 
subject,  and  the  interest  which  Mexico  no  less  tbinlhi 
Government  of  the  undersigned  should  feel  in  its  sdjsa- 
ment;  and  be  may  be  permitted  to  express  the  hope  iid 
the  expectation  that  the  question  will  now  be  diqwri  rf 
without  any  unnecessary  delay.  Two  treaties  hiw  •!' 
ready  been  negotiated  between  the  two  nations  opoii  thii 
Bohjeet,  neither  of  which  have  lieen  exeeuted,  oetaiik- 
standing  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  bsve  Aaa 
every  thing  on  their  part  which  was  within  their  eonpt- 
tency  for  the  aoeomplishment  of  this  woHi,  whilst  Meiie^ 
by  oiinitting  to  perfbrm  the  necesaary  icts  on  her  part,  «• 
aastoned  the  treaty  to  expire.  The  undersigned  wiilsrt 
permit  hiinaelf  to  imagine  motives  for  sneh  an  extfaoeKviy 
indiflefenca  as  Mexico  haa  manifested  upon  this  nkjeeli 
but  confines  himself  to  stating,  as  he  is  inatrodeil  to  Ah 
that  longer  delay  in  adjoeting  the  true  boundary  betas" 
Mexico  and  the  United  States  of  America  cannot  be  per- 
mitted. 

The  nndersigned  fiMhrara  to  urge  the  many  cogent  m- 
aona  ibr  concluding  this  sulvject  deftnttety,  becaose  tfaeyij^ 
too  obvioua  to  require  being  stated ;  he  vritl  merely  iMMft 
that  Mexico  being  in  the  oecupaney  of  a  targe  poHioB  a 
territory  whieh  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  oe- 
ceives  raepeetfnlly  to  belong  to  the  people  of  the'  Vtm 
Slatea,  and  great  part  of  which,  it  m  anderaloed,  bai  «- 
ready  been  granted  under  the  authority  of  Mexico  to  vff- 
one  individuals,  it  becomea  the  more  imperiously  arfSt 
that  thb  question  should  promptly  be  disposed  of.  I* 
nnderstgnod  requeata,  then^ore,  that  this  subject  bs  imB^ 
diately  brought  before  his  excellency  the  Presideot  ef  « 
Mexican  United  Sutes^  with  the  view  of  conclndiof  ■• 
treaty  in  time  to  be  acted  on  by  the  Senate  of  the  Usiin 
Sutes  of  America,  which  will  adjourn  on  tho  4th  day  a 
March  ensuing. 

The  undersigned  haa  the  honor  to  renew  to  hu  exed* 
lency  Mt.  Lombardo  the  assurancea  of  bis  greet  connAn- 
tion.  ANTHONY  BUTLBR. 

To  his  Excellency  FBA!rcrsco  M.  LoMaAsae, 
Seeretitry  of  State  for  Foreign  Affidrt 
of  the  Mexican  (Mited  States, 


Mr.   Gutierrez  de  Estrada  to  Mr,  Buller. 
[Translation.] 
PAI.ACB  or  THB  FxDKnAL  GoTB»sas»T, 
Mexico,  February  T,  I98fc 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  Sute  and  oflntrmdliwl 
Foreign  Relatione,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Aoibfliiy 
Butler  that  he  haa  informed  himself  of  the  oontsauof  W 
note  which   Mr.   Butler  addressed  to  this  DepsrtiDeDt « 
tha  27th  of  January  respecting  the  settlement  of  tbejuW" 
between  these  States  and  the  United  States  of  •^"**''^,^ 
The  undersigned  must  inform  Mr.  Butler,  in  wT'T'T* 
BS  powers  and  instructions  with  the  same  object  *^*'*"r 
forworded    to  the  charg^  d*afiaiies  of  this  repowc  » 
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Wtthington,  and  notice  hw  b««i  received,  under  date  of 
December  16th,  of  their  heving  reached  him,  and  of  the 
emiMnonceinent  of  the  negotiation  nvitb  Mr.  Forsyth,  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  AfTairs,  it  is  proper  to  await  the  result, 
or  otherwise  inconvenient  contradictions  might  arise  from 
the  eonfosion  which  wotid  be  likely  to  ensne. 

But  for  this  just  reason,  the  undersigned.  Secretary  of 
State  and  of  Relations,  would  have  had  the  utmost  pleasure 
in  treating  with  Mr.  Anthony  Butler  with  regard  to  the 
Ktf]fBM*nt  of  limits;  as,  being  well  aware  of  that  gentle- 
man's moderation,  his  sense  of  honor,  and  the  correctness 
of  his  principles,  he  is  convinced  that  this  afiair  might  he 
teriainatrd  most  easily  in  a  manner  conformable  with 
justice  and  with  the  interests  of  l)Oth  nations. 

The  undenigned  expresses  to  Mr.  Anthony  Butler  the 
aararances  of  his  constant  esteem  and  distinguished  con- 
•idersUon.  J.  M.  GUTIERREZ  DE  ESTRADA. 

To  Akthoxt  BuTisn,  Esq., 

C/iargi  de  Affaires  of  U.  S.  of  America. 

Mr,  Butler  io  the  President.^  Extracts, 

Mkti CO,  February  26,  \SS5. 

*Mt  iit4B  Sim  r  Prom  my  letters  of  November  and  De- 
eiinber  last,  you  etpeeted  me  in  Washington  city  before 
(Ms;  and  so  I  should  have  been,  but  for  a  most  untoward 
erent,  whidi  I  shall  explain  to  you.  I  have  already  irf- 
funned  you  of  my  intention  to  remain  in  Meiico  until  the 
meeting  of  Congress — first,  because  I  wished  to  see  how 
tke  rHorm  Congress  would  open ;  -and,  secondly,  for  the 
P«p<»e  of  carrying  home  with  me  the  ratification  of  the 
inondary  treaty,  as  I  was  instructed  to  do ;  whea,  after 
•M  the  delay,  Twus,  on  the  9th  day  of  the  present  month, 
informed  that  the  negotiation  on  that  subject  had  been 
translfTred  to  Washington  city. 

The  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  for  Mexico  has 
chaoged  hands  three  times  since  May  last,  and  this  created 
•one  confusion  in  the  business  of  that  department.  You 
•re  aware  that  my  instructimur  for  renewing  the  boundary 
iKsty  arrived  here  in  the  beginning  of  June  of  the  past 
TMr ;  and  these  Instructions  enjoined  it  on  roe  to  have  the 
trnty  ratified  before  sending  it  home.  A  short  time  pre- 
vious to  receipt  of  these  instructions.  General  Santa  Anna 
had  dissoked  the  Congress,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to 
obtain  the  ratification  until  a  new  election  could  take  place 
■fld  the  members  assemble.  Tm mediately  on  receiving  the 
<N»tcb,  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Department  of  State, 
■dviiiDg  the  Secretary  of  my  having  been  invested  with 
powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  Mexico  for  the  establish- 
Jn^nt  of  the  boundary  between  the  two  nations ;  and  upon 
•  question  from  the  Secretary  whether  it  would  be  neces- 
**i7  to  enter  upon  the  subject  immediately,  f  replied  in  the 
Mgative,  informing  him  very  frankly  that  on  arxsount  of 
the  delays  such  things  suffered  in  Mexico,  it  was  my  de- 
sign not  to  send  home  the  treaty  until  it  had  been  first 
'•tified  here ;  and  as  there  was  no  Congress,  and  would  be 
none  until  January,  the  subject  might  remain  over  for  the 
pi^BMnt  if  he  desired  it.  He  expressed  himself  much 
jj^**^  ■•ying  that  he  expected  very  soon  to  lose  the  of- 
pn;  that  he  was  very  much  engaged  in  closing  every  thing 
ui  which  he  had  been  ooneemed,  as  far  as  practicable ;  and 
••  the  wofk  of  this  treaty  Would  not  be  more  than  an  hour, 
'"^If  and  some  other  gentleman,  his  successor,  might 
<!<Midt!de  it  jutt  before  Congress  assembled.  As  this  was 
■M  troei  I  felt  disposed  to  let  the  question  lie  over,  to 
V^ff  the  Secretary.  As  he  bad  anticipated,  he  went 
^  of  olllee  in  a  very  few  weeks ;  and  I  did  not  revive  the 
"J^jctt  with  his  successor  efficiaily  until  the  beginning  of 
Occsmher,  when  I  directed  his  attention  to  my  oflleiel  note 
pf  J«tM  past  to  his  predecessor,  and  desired  to  know  when 
^  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Mesicatt  Oovernment  to  oom- 
otnice-  the  negotiation.     My  i^ote  remained  unantwersd 


until  January,  when  just  about  the  period  of  the  meeting 
of  Congress,  I  addressed  the  Secretary  a  second  note. 
About  this  time  it  was  rumored  that  another  change  would 
shortly  be  made  in  the  de|)artment.         •         •        • 

In  January  the  change,  as  expected,  actually  took  place, 
upon  which  I  immediately  addressed  the  new  Secretary, 
directing  his  attention  to  the  delays  that  had  occurred,  and 
requesting  him  to  sppoint  an  early  day  for  commencing 
the  negotiation ;  when,  to  my  great  surprise,  he  replied  to 
me  in  a  few  days,  stating  that  the  negotiation  had  lieen 
intrusted  to  Mr.  Castillo :  and  that  letters  had  been  receiT'. 
ed  ft-om  him  saying  that  on  the  lOlh  December  last  he  had 
entered  upon  the  subject  with  Mr.  Forsyth ;  snd  conse- 
quently it  became  proptt  to  wait  the  result  of  that  negotia* 
tion,  lest  by  carrying  it%i  at  the  same  time  at  two  differ-^ 
OBt  points,  embarrassment  might  be  produced.  I  give  you 
all  these  facts,  even  at  the  hazard  of  being  deemed  tedious^ 
rather  than  permit  you  to  suppose  that  any  neglect  of  mine 
has  occasioned  tHe  transfer  to  Washington  city.  And  now 
\  shall  most  certainly  return  in  the  New  York  packet  for 
April,  and  be  able  perhaps  to  bring  with  me  the  exchange 
of  ratifications ;  if,  as  I  suppose,  the  treaty  is  already  fin- 
ished, and  may  be  expected  here  from  day  to  day. 

Mr.  Gutierrez  de  Estrado  to  Mr.  Butler, 

[Translation.] 

Palagb  of  ths  Feukbil  Gotsbnmkitt, 

Mexico,  March  29,  1835. 

The  underaigned.  Secretary  of  State  and  ot  Relations, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United 
States  ot  America,  that,  according  to  (be  communications 
last  received  from  the  representative  of  the  republic  in 
Washington,  no  steps  had  been  taken  in  the  negotiation 
with  which  he  was  charged,  for  the  purpose  of  prolonging 
the  period  set  forth  in  the  treaty  of  limits,  for  the  meeting 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  two  Governments,  whose  duty 
it  would  be  to  fix  those  limits,  agreeably  to  the  terma  stipa- 
lated  in  the  said  treaty. 

-In  conaequence  of  this,  as  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  was  to  close  its  session  about  the  commencement  of 
the  present  month,  and  as  the  honorable  Mr.  Butler  is 
himself  Suflficiently  authorixed  to  conduct  this  negotiation, 
as  appears  by  his  aaleaof  December  21  and  January  27 
laat,  the  nndersgned  has  the  salisfactiun  to  inform  him,  by 
order  of  his  excellency  the  acting  I'resident,  that  he  is,  on 
his  own  part,  ready  to  treat  here,  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
longation  of  the  period  above  mentioned,  in  order  that  the 
said  treaty  may,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  carried  into  com- 
plete fulfilment. 

His  excellency  the  acting  President  has  thought  proper 
to  authorize  to  this  effect  his  excellency  Don  Jos^  Mariano 
Blasco,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  un- 
dersigned Secretary  of  Relations,  and  he  desires  that  a 
commencement  may  be  immediately  made  of  a  negotiation 
which  appears  to  be  so^ simple,  if  both  porties  are  well  dis- 
posed, aa  woukl  seem  to  be  the  case  from  the  communica- 
tion- on  this  subject  addressed,,  a  short  time  since,  to  the 
undersigned,  by  Mr.  Anthony  Butler. 

Thie  may  now  be  easily  effected;  and  altliough  Mr. 
Batler  baa  given  notice  of  hie  intention  to  go  aoou  to  the 
United  Sutes,  the  undersigned  hopes  that,  in  order  to  have 
thia  bnsiness  entirely  concluded  before  his  departure,  that 
gentlemen  will  have  the  kuidnesa  to  call  at  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Relations  to-morrow,  the  30ih  of  this  month, 
at  half-past  one  in  the  afternoon. 

The  undersigned  concludes  with  presenting  to  the  charg^ 
d'affiures  of  the  United  States  of  the  North,  the  assurances 
of  his  most  distinguislied  consideration. 

J.  M.  GUTIERREZ  DE  ESTRADA. 

To  Ahybohy  BvTiaCB,  Ssq. 
.    .        Chargi  tf^fyiru  of  the  U.  S.  of  America, 
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Mr,  Ohngon  to  Mr.  Clay. 

[Translation.] 

Lkoatioit  op  ths  Unitxd  Statxs  op  Mkxico, 

WaMngton,  March  19,  1828. 

8f  ■  :  The  undenigned,  envoy  extraordinary  of  the  Mex- 
ican repoblic,  haa  the  honor  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  the  Government  of  Mexico  has  appointed  General  Don 
M.  Teran  to  perform  the  acientiic  operations  and  surveys 
necessary  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  limits 
between  the  United  SUtes  of  America  and  the  United  Slates 
(kf  Mexico ;  and  that,  with  that  view,  it  has  applied  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  minister  extraordinary  of  this  repnblic  at  Mexico, 
•fjr  the  necessary  passports,  who  im.mediately  granted  them, 
accompanied  by  letters  of  recommendation  for  the  Govern- 
ors of  the  conterminous  territory  of  Arkansas  and  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

The  undersigned,  in  communicating  this  information  to 
the  Secretary  of  Sute,  wishes  to  know  if  a  passport  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  will  be  neceeatry  to  enable  General 
Teran  and  the  persons  atuched  to  his  party,  of  whom  a  list 
is  enclosed,  as  also  such  other  individuals  as,  for  their  safety, 
may  accompany  them,  to  discharge,  without  obstacke, 
the  dutiea  assigned  them.  If  such  be  the  case,  the  under- 
signed hopes  that  the  Secretary  of  State  will  grant  those 
passports,  and  communicate  whatever  he  may  think  cal- 
culated to  prevent  any  thing  occurring  in  this  transaction 
to  disturb  the  harmony  subsisting  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  opportunity  to  ofier  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  sentiments  of  bis  highest  considera- 
tion and  respect.  PABLO  OBREGON. 

Hon.  UxHET  Clat, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Translation.] 

LM  of  perwnt  comparing  the  cammierian  apftmnUd  to 
make  the  eurvevs preparatory  to  the  settlement  of  Unrite 
bettoeen  the  tfnttea  States  of  America  and  those  af 
Mexico* 

General  Don  M.  Teran, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  O.  Tamaba, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Den  S.  Batres, 
>    Sttb-lieiltenant  of  artillery  Don  T.  Ma.  Sanohea, 
Don  R.  Chovel,  mineralogist, 
Don  Lttih  Berlandier,  physician  botanist. 
A  trae  eopy.     March  19,  1838. 

J.  M.  MONTOYA, 
Secretary  of  LegaHan, 

Mr,  Clay  to  Mr.  Obregon. 

Dbpabtxkvt  op  Stats, 

Washing!ton,  March  S4,  1888. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note  of  the  19th  instant,  commtonioatting  the  informa- 
tion that  the  Gorernment  of  Mexico  has  appointed  General 
Don  M.  Teran  to  perform  the  seientii&c  operations  and  anrf 
veys  necessary  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
limits  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United 
States  of  Mexico,  and  that  vrith  that  view  passports  have 
been  obtained  from  Mr.  Poinsett,  minister  plenipotentiaiy 
and  envoy  extitiordinary  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico^ 
together  with  lettera  of  recommendation  to  the  Governora 
of  the  conterminous  territory  of  Looieiana  and  Arkansas; 
and  requesting  to  be  informed  if  a  passport  from  ibis  De- 
partment to  General  Teran  and  his  family  will  be  nocee- 
sary  to  enable  ihem  to  execute  the  object  of  their  appotnt- 
ment  without  molestation. 

The  treatv  to  which  you  are  understood  to  rtfer,  lately 
concluded  at  Mexico^  has  not  yet  been  received,  and  eon* 


sequenlly  is  not  yet '  ratified  by  thle  Govemmeat  Aif 
joint  measures,  therefore,  in  relation  to  its  executioB,inMU 
be  premature  until  that  ceremony  is  performed.  But  m 
the  operations  and  surveys  contemplated  by  General  Tcna't 
appointment  are  preeuroed  to  he  intended  for  the  filid» 
tion  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutrs  of  Mexico^  tb 
President  has  no  objection  to  them.  I  have,  tberalbri^ili 
pleasure  of  transmitting  the  passport  requested  frna  tlui 
office,  which,  although  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  the  m- 
curity  of  General  Teran  and  his  suite,  may  coodoot  to  tie 
removal  of  any  obatructions  which,  without  it,  hi  nitkt 
possibly  encounter. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr..OlMt|n 
assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideralioo. 

HENRT  CU7. 

Don  Pablo  Obebcok, 

Enwy  Extraordinary  and  NRnister  Pkni- 
p)tentiaryfrom  the  United  Mexican  Stela. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Obregon. 

DsvAaTicxBT  op  Statk, 

Washington,  April  30, 1828. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoo  that  the  Piwito 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sentts  of  tin 
United  States,  has  ratified  the  ire%Xy  of  limits  GODclodal  at 
Mexico  on  the  Uth  day  of  January  last.  It  is  itipiiM 
in  the  treaty  that  the  exchange  of  its  ratifications  dull  b 
made  in  this  city  within  four  months  from  the  date  of  lb 
treaty,  of  which  only  a  few  days  now  leroaio.  I  have  tks 
honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  ready  to  proceed  ia  tbo 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  tceaty  at  any  tioe  that 
may  suit  your  convenience  within  the  period  pmcribed. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  present  you  iswnuKM 
of  my  high  consideration.  H.  CLAT. 

Don  Pablo  Obbxoov^  dice. 

JUr.  Obregon  to  Mr,  Clay. 

[Translation.] 

Mbxtcah  Lbgatiov, 

Washington,  May  I,  1828. 

SxB :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  note  dftel 
yesterday,  informing  me  of  the  ratification,  by  the  Pnn- 
dent  and  Senate  of  these  States^  of  the  trea^  of  \vaStt 
concluded  between  this  Government  and  that  of  Meiie^ 
whose  exchange  may  be  made  until  the  ISih  of  this  moatl^ 
and  that  you  are  ready  to  proceed  to  efifect  thatezch£0|i 
whenever  it  shall  be  convenient  to  me. 

As  yet  I  have  not  received  the  said  treaty,  and  theirfbif 
regret  not  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  do  so  immediately,  ii 
I  would  otherwise  have  dpne  on  the  receipt  of  the  doH 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  answer. 

I  seize  this  opportunity  to  present  to  yoi^  the  aasoniieM 
of  my  high  consideration  and  respect. 

PABLO  OBREGON. 

ilA*.  Obregon  to  Mr.  Clay. 
[Tranalation.] 
Mxxicak  Lboatiov, 

Washington,  August  8»  im 
Sib  :  The  undersigned,  envoy  axtnor&iaiy  aad  w»' 
ister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  United  Siateib  has  the 
honor  to  inform  the  Seeiatary  of  State  that  he  anitsd  yea* 
terday  from  New  Tork»  where  he  received  the  taaalj  a> 
limits  concluded  at  Mexico^  ratified  by  the  Preaidsatof  As 
Mexican  United  Statea,  with  the  approbation  of  CeofiM- 
The  underitgned  ia,  therefore,  ready  to  exchange  <h* 
ratification  when  convenient  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale. 

The  undersigned  seizei  this  oppoctonity  to  rttiwr»j* 
Secretary  of  Stalo  the  aasnrances  of  his  highest  coMadan- 
tioftaodjwpeci.  PABLO  OBABOON. 
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Mr,  Brmiio  Jfr.  Obregon. 

Dbpartmbbt  of  Statb, 

Washingtorit  August  2,  1828. 

Sim:  Tn  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  I  have  just  re- 
ceived your  note  to  him  of  this  day't  date,  announcing 
your  return  to  this  city  from  that  of  New  York,  and  ata- 
taot  that  you  had  received,  in  the  last-mentioned  city,  the 
latification  by  the  President  of  the  Mexican  United  States 
of  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  States  of  America 
•nd  the  United  Mexican  States,  concluded  and  signed  at 
Mexico  on  the  12ih  day  of  January  last,  and  that  you 
were  ready  to  proceed  to  the  exchange,  of  that  ratification 
fcr  one  on  the  |>art  of  this  Government,  when  convenient. 
Having  subniitled  your  note  to  the  President,  I  am  directed 
by  hiffl  to  observe  to  you,  as  I  have  the  honor  to  do,  in 
xsply,  that,  aa  the  treaty  in  question  contains  a  stipulation 
thst  the  exchange  of  ratifications  should  be  effected  within 
foar  months  from  iU  date,  and  the  ratification  on  the  part 
ef  the  United  States  was  advised  by  their  Senate,  with  that 
stipalation  forming  a  part  of  the  instrument,  the  President 
docs  not  think  himself  at  liberty,  now  that  the  limited  pe- 
nod  has  expired,  to  authorize  the  proposed  exchange  with- 
SQt  the  further  consent  of  the  Senate ;  and  that  it  will  be 
Mcoidingfy  laid  again  before  the  Senate  at  its  next  session 
for  that  purpose,  together  with  the  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
OMice,  and  navigation,  which  was  negotiated  at  Mexico 
voder  the  eye  of  your  Government,  and  concluded  and 
ligned  there  on  the  1 4th  of  February  following,  as  it  is 
nodentood  thai  a  condition  has  been  annexed  to  the  xatift- 
cition  of  that  treaty,  by  the  advice  of  the  Mexican  Con- 
|KSi,  ef  which  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes  was  not 
aware  when  It  advised  the  ratification  of  it  on  the  part  of 
Ihe  United  Slates. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  very  high 
sod  distinguiflhed  consideration. 

DAKIBL  BRENT. 
Don  Pablo  Obsbook,  Envojf  Kxlraordinary 

and  Aiittitter  Plenipotentiary  from  Mexico, 

Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
[Translation.] 
Leoatiok  of  Mbxico, 

Baltimore,  April  IB,  1829. 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can Stataa,  haw  the  honor  to  inform  the  Secretaty  of  State 
Ibat  the  Government  of  Mexico,  deairous  of  carrying  into 
efisoi,  on  its  part,  the  treaty  of  limits  concluded  in  that 
capital  on  the  12th  of  January  of  last  year,  and  approved 
by  the  Genersl  Congress,  has  directed  him,  as  its  plenipo- 
lanciaiy,  to  do  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  efiect  the  ex- 
ehanea  of  ratifications  of  the  said  treaty,  and  invested  him 
with  mil  powers  for  that  purpose. 

It  appt«rs  from  a  note  which  the  late  Secretary  of  State 
addieased  to  Mr.  Obregon  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  last 
>nsion  of  Congress,  that  the  objection  which  the  President 
tben  had  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  waa, 
that,  the  term  stipulated  by  the  treaty  having  expired,  it 
waa  necessary  again  to  aubmit  it  to  the  Senate  for  conaid- 
ttatien. 

ThenndersigBed  presumes  that  thia  has  been  done  du* 
nag  the  seasion  which  expired  on  the  4th  of  March,  and 
that  no  further  difficulty  now  exists  on  the  part  of  the  Unl- 
Icd  States  of  America. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  hopes  that  the  SecreUiy  of 
tee  will  inform  him  whether  he  is  disposed  to  proeeed  to 
^  excbangt  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  limiu  above 
lefarred  to. 

The  undertigned  seixea  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the 
Saeratary  of  State  the  aasurancea  of  his  greateet  consjdera- 
tion  and  inspect.  J.  M.  MONTOYA. 


Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Montoya. 

Dbpabtxbnt  of  State, 

Waaldngton,  April  22,  1829. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  SUte  of  the  United  States^ 
baa  received  the  note  of  the  16th  instant,  which  Mr.  Mon- 
toya, charge  d'afiairea  from  the  United  Mexican  Statee,  haa 
addieased  to  him,  stating  that  his  Government,  being  de- 
sirous of  carrying  into  e£ct,  on  its  part,  the  treaty  of  lim- 
its concluded  on  the  12th  of  January  of  laat  year,  between 
thia  Government  and  that,  has  directed  him  to  do  whatever 
may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tione  of  that  treaty,  and  has  invested  him  with  full  powers 
for  the  purpose ;  and  requesting  to  be  informed  whetheMhe 
undersigned  is  disposed  to  proceed  with  him  to  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  accordingly  of  the  treaty  referred  to. 

The  undersigned  having  laid  Mr.  Montoya's  note  before 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  States,  he  is  instructed  by  him 
to  state,  in  reply,  aa  he  has  the  honor  to  do,  that,  concur- 
ring in  the  opinion  which  appears  to  have  been  entertained 
by  hie  immediate  predecessor,  as  made  known  to  Mr.  Ob- 
regon, the  then  minister  of  Mexico  near  this  Government, 
on  the  2d  of  August  last,  by  this  Department,  that  it  would 
not  be  proper  on  his  part  to  aothonze  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  without  again  submitting  the  treaty  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate,  for  ita  renewed  advice  and  con- 
aent,  the  term  atipulated  by  that  instrument  itself^  in  which 
tho  exchange  of  ratifications  was  to  be  effected,  having  ex- 
pired before  Mr.  Obregon  gave  notice  that  he  was  instructed 
and  empowered  to  make  it  on  the  part  of  his  Government, 
this  formality  cannot  now  be  entered  upon,  but  must  ne- 
cessarily await  the  decision  of  the  Senate,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, when  the  treaty  in  qneetion  will  be  again  aubmltted 
to  that  body  with  that  Tiew. 

The  undersigned  is  not  particularly  acquainted  with  the 
policy  which  governed  the  late  President,  in  not  asking 
and  taking  the  advice  of  the  Senate  at  its  last  seseion,  as  it 
appeara  he  intended  to  do,  with  regard  to  this  subject,  but 
it  IS  presumed  that  he  was  influenced  by  the  expectation, 
which  be  had  reason  to  entertain,  that  another  treaty  be- 
tween the  same  partiea,  equally  interesting  to  both  of  them, 
whiioh  bad  also  been  negotiated  and  conduded  at  the  Mex- 
iean  capital,  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, would  be  received  back  from  that  Government, 
with  ita  ratification  added  thereto,  in  time  to  be  submlttedt 
together  with  the  other,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
during  that  session ;  and  he  wee  disappointed  in  this  ex- 
pectation. Before  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 
of  the  Senate^  however,  the  undersigned  flattera  himself 
that  Mr.  Montoya  will  have  received  from  his  Government 
its  ratificallon  of  the  la^V-mentioned,  the  commercial  treaty^ 
with  authority  to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  it  for  the  rati- 
fication of  thia  Government;  and  he  ia  authorixed  to  in- 
form him  that,  in  that  case,  the  President  will  forthwith 
submit  it  likewise  to  the  further  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  Sutes. 

The  undersigned  prays  Mr.  Montoya  to  accept  the  aasu- 
ranca  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Den  J.  M.  Moittota,  ^c. 

Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Idwngston. 
[Tranalation.] 

Mbxicas  LxoATioir  ix  WAsniireToir, 

March  26,  1882. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affairea  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  the  Government  of 
Mexico,  being  anxious  to  carry  into  effect  on  its  own  part 
the  treaty  of  limits,  and  that  of  ami^,  commerce,  and 
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naTigmtion,  cnncloded  and  ngmed  at  the  capital  of  the  laU 
ter  repttUlic  on  the  12th  of  January,  1888,  and  on  the  5th 
of  April,  1831,  both  of  which  have  been  approved  by  the 
General  Congresa  of  the  Union,  have  appointed  and  fnily 
authoriaed  him,  aa  plenipotentiaiy,  to  do  wbalever  may  bd 
necctaary  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratificatioiM  of  the  aaid 
tfeatiea. 

The  underaigned  hopea  that  the  Secretaiy  of  State  will 
inform  him  whether  he  ia  equaliy  dispoaed  to  proceed  to 
the  exchange  of  the  ratificaiiona,  reminding  him  at  the 
aame  time  that,  on  the  5th  of  April  next,  the  period  stipu- 
lated for  that  act  will  expire. 

The  underaigned  avails  himaelf  of  thia  ooeaaion  to  renew 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  expreaaiona  of  hia  high  con- 
sideraaon  and  reapect.  J.  M.  MONTOYA. 

To  the  Hon.  Edward  LrynreaToir, 

Secretary  of  Staie, 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr,  Montoya. 

DsPARTxxxT  or  Stitx, 

Wfuhington,  March  30,  1832. 
The  Secretary  of  Sute  of  the  United  Sutea  bad  the 
honor  to  receive,  on  the  day  of  its  date,  the  26th  of  this 
month,  the  note  of  Mr.  Montoya,  charg^  d'affairea  of  the 
United  Mexican  States,  and  has  now  the  aattafaction  to  in- 
form him,  in  reply,  that  he  will  be  ready  to  proceed  with 
Mr.  Montoya,  at  this  office,  on  Wednesday  next,  the  4th 
of  April,  to  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  by  their  re- 
spective Governmenls,  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  nav- 
igation concluded  between  them  at  Mexico  on  iho  5ih  day 
of  April  laat. 
To  Mr.  MoxTOTA, 

Chargi  tV Affaires  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Livingston. 
[Translation.] 

MSZICAM  LaOATIOM, 

Washington^  March  B\,  1833. 

The  undersigned,  charg6  d'allairea  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can Sutea,  had  this  day  the  honor  of  receiving  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,-  a  note  liearing  date  the  80th,  In  reply 
to  his  of  the  26th ;  in  it  the  Secretary  iDlorma  the  under- 
aigned that  he  will  be  prepared,  on  Wednesday  the  4th  of 
April  next,  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratiftealiona  by  the  re- 
apective  Governments  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  fmvt- 
gation  concluded  in  Mexico  on  the  6th  of  April  last. 

The  undersigned  waa  much  aurprised  and  grieved  by  the 
terms  of  this  reply.  On  the  30th  April,  1828,  Mr.  Glay> 
then  Secretary  of  State,  informed  the  Mexican  minister  by 
note,  that  the  President  had,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  ratified  the  treaty  of  limita  which  had  been 
concluded  in  Mexico  on  the  12th  of  January  preceding, 
and  that  he  was  ready  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifieationa 
at  any  time  within  the  period  aastgned  by  the  treaty  which 
would  be  convenient  to  the  Mexican  minister.  That  pe- 
riod, however,  passed  before  the  minister  could  receive  the 
treaty  ratified  by  his  Government,  and  consequently  the 
exchange  would  not  be  effected  within  it.  When  at  length 
the  treaty  arrived,  the  minister  informed  the  Secretary  of 
Sute  on  2d  August,  1828,  that  no  further  ohsUcle  existed 
to  the  exchange  of  ratifieationa ;  the  reply  waa,  that  the 
period  fixed  in  the  treaty  having  been  exceeded,  the  auh- 
ject  would  have  to  be  brought  before  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session. 

The  same  reply  wa«  given  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the 
undersigned  on  the  22d  April,  with  the  addition  that  as  soon 
as  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  was  received,  it 
would  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Induced  by  tbia  conespondence,  the  Vice  President  of 


the  United  Mexican  Stalea  prociitwl»  with  grsat  diflinllf, 
the  neoeaaary  powers  to  condude  and  rsti^  the  ueiiyif 
friendahip,  commerce,  and  navigation,  the  period  for  &i 
exchange  of  ratifieationa  of  this  latUr  being  declared  by  a 
additional  article  to  be  the  aame  within  which  that  of  tk 
treaty  of  limita  ta  to  take  place. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  treaty  was  actually  agiri 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Mexican  Slates,  end  thrt 
the  exchange  was  only  prevunted  by  the  dreumitsDee  «f 
the  period  aaaigned  having  been  exceeded ;  that  the  Nen- 
can  Government,  by  the  additional  article,  had  renowd 
thia  obstacle  as  far  as  lay  in  iu  power,  and  by  rsAtj'wg  da 
treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  has  the 
done  away  with  the  second  objection  alleged  by  the  Utod 
States  Government  againat  the  exc*hange  of  the  tit^j  «f 
limits. 

Consequently,  wTien  the  Mexican  Government  tent  both 
the  treaties  to  be  exchanged  at  once  in  this  caphal,  eidiii 
the  period  last  assigned,  it  waa  far  from  imagining  thu  th* 
exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  limits  wonU  l« 
put  off* indefinitely  by  the  American  (•ovemment. 

The  undersigned  saya  nothing  of  the  unfavortfcle  !■■ 
pression  which  this  delay  wtU  produce  upon  the  Mexiea 
nation,  and  ventorea  to  hope  that  when  the  Seerrtsiyif 
State  thinks  proper  to  exchange  the  ratificatiom  of  tht 
treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  he  w9t 
likewise  exchsnge  those  of  the  treaty  of  limits  st  the  mow 
time. 

The  undersigned  Ukea  this  occasion  to  express  to  Ai 
SecreUry  of  Sute  the  sentiments  of  consideration  tad  le* 
spect  with  which  he  signs  himself, 

J.  M.  MONTOYA. 

To  the  Hon.  Edward  Littitobtok, 

Secrefiory  of  State. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Montoya. 

DaPAmTMBVT  or  Stats, 
Wa»kmgUm^  March  81,  1831 
The  undersigned,  SecreUry  of  SUte  uf  the  United  Slilff 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  of  thii 
date  from  Mr.  Montoya,  charg£  d^afiiiires  of  the  Uoind 
Sutea  of  Mexico,  in  answer  to  the  notice  which  the  andtf- 
signed  caused  to  be  given  of  his  readiness  to  proceed  to ihi 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  commeioe  ad 
navigation  on  the  4th  of  next  month  of  April.  Id  thit 
note  Mr.  Montoya  expresses  a  hope  that,  on  the  stme  d^ 
fixed  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  thetRHfe 
commerce  and  navigation,  the  exchange  msy  sh»  til» " 
place  of  the  treaty  of  limiu.  To  this  profwsition  it  vodi 
be  a  sufficient  anawer  to  aay,  that,  in  order  to  proceed  ^ 
the  exchange  of  treatlea,  the  ratifications  of  both  of  tke 
high  contracting  parties,  by  their  constitntionil  ^''l'^ 
must  have  preceded  such  exchange ;  that,  in  the  eaie  e 
one  treaty,  such  ratification  has  taken  place,  and  ikit  ■ 
the  case  of  the  other  it  has  not ;  the  treaty  of  Kmiti  fceaif 
still  under  the  coniideration  of  the  Senate,  without 
cons  nt  and  advice,  by  the  constitution,  the  President  i 
not  ratify  the  treaty,  and  of  course  the  undersigned  ai 
make  the  exchange.  Thia^  the  undersigned  repeaU^  «Mi> 
be  a  sufficient,  and,  as  is  hoped,  a  satisfactoiy  resson  wkf 
the  experttttions  of  the  chai^^  d'affatrea  of  the'United  M«t' 
ican  States  on  this  subject  cannot  be  fulfilled.  B^  ■* 
the  coarse  heretofore  Uken  seenw  to  be  relied  on  •»*y' 
son  why  the  exchanges  ought  in  good  faith  to  be  idnoHi' 
neously  made,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  resdtaj 
evinced  by  the  note  of  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  30ih  of  Ap. 
1828,  on  the  part  oi  this  Government,  to  proeertW  «• 
exchange  of  the  treaty  of  limiu  immediately  after Ht«l»" 
fication  by  the  Senate,  and  the  subsequent  answer  pvM 
to  the  minister  from  Mexico  that  such  exchange  ccov^ 
take  phice,  as  the  period  limited  for  the  exchtif»  hid  «X' 
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fkt^t  both  ihow  tbat  thig  €h>f)erniiiMit  was  ready  to  mAe 
Ihe  exehanga  wilhin  the  tima,  and  signified  auch  readinaai, 
ind  tbat  aAar  that  time  bad  expired  no  power  to  do  it  ex- 
iM  until  a  modification  of  the  treaty  had  been  made  by 
be  Ireaty-raakiog  powen  of  both  natioue.  That  modifi- 
ion  has  been  made  by  one  of  the  high  contraettng  partiea, 
ind  ft  ia  now  belbfe  the  other  for  ita  actkm. 

The  intimate  acquaintanoe  which  the  charg^  d'afiairea  of 
he  Mexican  repoblic  has  with  ihe  distribution  of  powers 
inder  oor  constitution,  renders  it  unnecessary  to  explain  to 
lim  the  relative  functions  of  the  President  and  the  Senate  in 
be  formation  of  treaties,  or  to  inform  him  that  it  would  be 
mpossiblo  for  the  President  to  assume  the  powers  given  to 
mother  branch  of  the  GoTemment  The  former  ratifica' 
ion  by  the  Senate  Ibor  years  ago  was  rendered  inoperative 
>y  ths  omission  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  ratify  with- 
o  the  term  prescribed,  and  the  subsequent  enlargement  of 
he  term  by  nn  additional  article  by  one  party  requires,  as 
iss  bean  said,  the  co-operation  of  the  other  belbre  the  com- 
wct  can  be  complete. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  ratification  of  the  Senate  will  enable 
he  undersig^ned  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  chsrg^ 
rafiaires  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  exchange  both 
reaties  at  the  same  lime,  and  to  give  the  greatest  opportu- 
lity  for  doing  ibis  the  latest  day  waa  fixed  for  the  exchange 
>f  the  ratifications  of  the  tresty  of  commerce  and  navigation. 

The  undemigiied  renews  the  assurances  of  his  high  con- 
lideraUon.  £DWARD  LIVINGSTON. 

Joss  MoNTori,  Esq., 

Chargi  d  Affaires  of  the  Umled  Mexican  Siaiei, 

3£r»  Montoya  to  Mr,  Livttigaton, 
[Translation.] 
Mkxicaw  Lxoation  itr  WASniiroToir, 

ApriiS,  1832. 

The  undersigned,  chargi  d'affiiires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
»D  Slates,  had  the  honor  to  receive,  vesterday,  at  3  o'clock 
n  the  afternoon,  the  note  from  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Secre- 
ary  of  State,  dated  March  Slat,  in  reply  to  tbat  from  the 
mdersigned  of  the  same  date,  stating  bis  reasons  for  hoping 
hat  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  limits  might  be  ex- 
banged  on  the  same  day  with  those  of  the  treaty  of  amity, 
iOQUDeroe,  and  navigation. 

Mr.  Livingston,  in  his  said  note,  says  tbat  it  would  be  a 
efficient  answer  to  this  proposition  to  state,  that  in  order 
0  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  treaties,  the  ratificationH  of 
poth  the  high  contracting  parties  should  have  been  pre- 
viously eichanged,  and  that  as  the  treaty  of  limits  is  now 
mder  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
riibout  the  consent  of  which  the  President  cannot  ratify 
t,  Mr.  Livingston  cannot  proceetl  to  the  exchange  of  the 
alifications.  He  afterwards  adds,  that  although  ibis  might 
e  taken  as  a  sufficient  and  satisfactory  reason  for  the  non- 
ulfiloient  of  the  expectations  of  the  undersigned  with  re- 
;ard  to  this  affair,  it  was  proper  to  remark  that  the  readi- 
teas  evinced  by>Mr.  Clay,  in  his  note  of  the  30th  of  April, 
838,  to  proceed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the 
xchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  limits,  imme- 
iately  after  itt  ratification  by  the  Senate,  and  his  answer 
» the  Mexican  minister,  that  the  said  exchange  could  not 
ike  place,  as  the  period  assigned  for  it  hail  expired,  served  as 
tfOoCa  tbat  die  Government  of  the  United  States  was  ready 
D  make  the  exchange;  but  that  the  period  having  expired, 
t  could  not  be  eflKrcted  until  a  modification  of  the  treaty 
ad  been  made  by  those  authorized  by  the  Govemmeut  to 
lake  it;  that  such  a  modification  had  been  made  by  one  of 
be  high  contracting  parties,  but  the  decision  of  the  other 
ridi  regard  to  it  was  still  pending.  The  honorable  Secre- 
uy  adds,  tbat  the  first  ratification  by  the  Government  of 
he  United  States  had  been  rendered  void  by  the  omission 
n  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  ratify  the  treaty 


within  the  term  preaeribed;  and  that  the  extenaion  of  thw 
term  by  means  of  an  additional  article,  proposed  by  one 
party,  nqairas  for  its  entire  admission  as  a  compact,  the  co- 
operation of  the  other. 

The  undersigned,  on  despatching  his  note  of  the  Stst 
March,  was  well  aware  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  could  not  ratify  the  treaty  of  limits  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate;  he  also^knew  that  as  the  ratifications 
had  not  been  exchanged  within  the  period  stipulated  on 
the  llkh  of  January,  1828,  it  was  necessary  that  the  addi- 
tional article  for  extending  the  term  of  the  exchange  one  year 
longer,  agreed  upon  at  Mexico  between  the  plenipotentia* 
ries  between  the  two  high  contracting  parties,  should  be 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate ;  he,  however, 
believed  that  no  difficulty  would  have  taken  place  with  re- 
gard to  the  ratification  of  the  said  article. 

In  fuct,  the  treaty  of  limits  concluded  and  signed  at  Mex- 
ico, is  merely  a  repetition  of  that  concluded  and  ratified  by 
the  United  Sutes  and  by  Spain.  When  the  United  States 
of  America  recognised  the  independence  of  Mexico,  they, 
by  that  very  act,  tacitly  recognised  the  limits  already  agreed 
on  with  Spain,  and,  therefore,  in  forming  the  treaty  with 
regard  to  that  subject  in  1828,  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, as  well  as  the  United  Mexican  States,  did  nothing 
more  than  sanction  what  had  been  already  acknowledged. 

The  readiness  with  which  this  treaty  was  ratified  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  disposition  manifested  by  Mr.  Clay  for  ef- 
fecting the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  prove  tbst  the 
question  of  the  limits  was  entirely  arranged,  and  that  if, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  the  exchange,  the  Pres- 
ident had  thought  proper  to  submit  the  treaty  again  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  there  was  no  ground  for  sup- 
posing tliat  this  second  revision  o<flnprebended  the  question 
of  limits,  or  that  it  would  not  be  confined  simply  to  that  of 
the  extension  of  the  period  stipulated  for  the  exchange. 

This  extension  was  the  sole  object  of  the  additional  arti- 
cle, which  was  signed  by  the  American  plenipotentiary  ac- 
credited near  the  Government  of  the  United  Mexican  States, 
in  virtue  of  powers  conferred  on  him  by  his  own.  In  con*- 
sequence,  the  Mexican  Government,  under  the  persuasion 
that  there  would  not  be  the  slightest  difilculty  on  the  part 
of  that  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  regard  to  the 
ratification  of  the  additional  article,  considered  itself  autho- 
rized to  expect  that  the  exchange  of  both  treaties  would 
take  place  at  the  same  time. 

The  undersigned  therefore  finds  himself  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  informing  the  Secretary  of  State,  tbat,  sgreeably 
to  his  instructions,  he  cannot  proceed  to  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  nsv. 
igation,  unless  those  of  the  treaty  of  limits  be  exchanged  at 
the  same  time. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  («f  this  occasion  to  rc|)eat 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Stale  the  assurances  of  hia 
high  consideration  and  respect. 

J.^M.  MONTOYA. 

Hon.  Eow.  LrviyosTON, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Livingston. — Extract, 
[Transl  ition.] 
Msxiciir  LxGATiov  at  WASHnroTOjr, 

April  27,  1832. 
In  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits  it  is  agreed  tbat, 
in  order  to  fix  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  repuMics, 
each  party  shall  appoint  a  commissioner  and  a  surveyor, 
who  shall  meet  at  Natchitoches  before  the  termination  of 
one  year  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 
The  undersigned  requests  the*  Secretary  of  Stale  to  inform 
him  when  the  appointment  of  the  said  commissioner  will 
have  l)een  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
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ftt  what  tinM  tb«  conimiuioiMT  would  {vobBbljr  trriw  «t  Um 
plac«  agreed  upon. 

The  undarai^nfMl  «TatU  htmMlf  of  this  opportunity  to 
repeat  to  the  Hecretary  of  SUte  the  expreuiona  of  his  high 
consideration  and  eatcam. 

J.  M.  MONTOYA. 

Mr,  LvomgHim  to  Mr.  Mtmioifa. 

DaPARTMaiTT  or  8tati, 

Waahinglon,  Juljf  20,  1839. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  Stole  of  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  transmll  to  Mr.  Montoya,  charg^  d'affstres 
from  Mexico,  the  enclosed  copy  of  an  act  of  the  late  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  entitled  «*  An  act  to  provide  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  treaty  of  liraiU  between  the  United  Stales  of 
America  and  the  United  Mexican  Stoles/'  and  to  acquaint 
him  that  this  Government  is  prepared  to  proceed,  conjoint- 
ly with  that  of  Mexico,  to  the  deaignation  of  the  boundary 
hne  belween  the  torritories  of  the  two  Governments. 

The  undoraigned  is  instructed,  therefore,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, to  inquire  of  Mr.  Montoya  whether  any  arrangemcoU 
have  been  made  on  the  part  of  his  Government  for  proceed- 
ing, conjointly  with  this,  to  the  designation  of  the  line 
contemplated,  or,  if  not,  to  request  that  he  will  ask  the  im- 
mediate attention  of  his  Government  to  this  subject. 

He  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Mon- 
toya the  assurances  of  his  consideration. 

EDWARD  LIVINGSTON. 

Joss  Mo5TOTA,  Esq., 

Chargd  cT  Affaires  of  the  United  Mexican  States, 

Mr,  Castillo  to  Mr.  McLane. 

[Translation.] 

Mexicait  LsGATie^, 

Philadelphia,  December  2,  1833. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d*af&ires  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public, has  the  honor  of  communicating  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stole  the  following  note,  which  he  has  received  from  his 
Government :  * 

«  The  Supreme  Government,  with  a  view  to  carry  into 
effect  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the 
Mexican  and  the  United  Stoles  Governments,  has  appoint- 
ed Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Tomas  Ramon  del  Moral  com- 
missioner, and  Don  Castillo  Navarro  surveyor.  And  I  give 
you  this  information,  in  order  that  you  may  convey  it  lo  the 
Government  near  which  you  are  aiccredited,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  may  inquire  whether  such  officers  have  been  appoint- 
ed on  ito  part  for  fixing  the  dividing  line  between  the  two 
countries,  and,  if  so,  who  they  are.'* 

The  undersigned  hopes  the  Secretory  of  State  will  inform 
him  whether  any  persons  have  lieen  appointed  by  his  Gi»v- 
ernment  to  act  with  those  named  above  in  determining  the 
said  dividing  line,  and,  if  so,  what  are  their  names. 

The  undersigned  has  the  satisfaction  of  again  presenting 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished 
satisfaction. 

God  and  liberty. 

J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAZ. 


Mr.  McLanc  to  Mr.  Cantillo. 

« 

Drpartxeitt  of  Statk, 

Washington,  December  31,  1883. 
Six  :  Your  loiter  of  the  2d  of  this  month,  acquainting 
me  that  the  Supreme  Government,  wilh  a  view  lo  carry 
into  effect  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits  belween 
Mexico  and  the  United  Stotea,  had  appointed  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Don  Thomas  Ramon  del  Moral  commissioner^  and 
Don  Castillo  Navarro  surveyor,  was  received  at  this  De- 
partment on  the  4lb  infitant.     I  have  delayed  my  answer. 


however,  ia  the  coo&knt  expeclalioB,  ceufiiiMd  hj  Ai 
aasurance  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  SSd  Jaly  liit,1bt 
you  would  have  earlier  taken  up  jour  reaidence  at  ths  Ml 
of  Government,  in  complianee  with  the  wish  of  the  Piii- 
dent,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  couuBttsieate  to  you  od  tk 
IStfa  of  July. 

As  it  appears  by  your  letter  of  the  93d  Jaly,  Ibst  j« 
correctly  interpreted  the  nature  of  the  Pre«deiit's  le^ 
I  am  bound  to  preaume  that  a  eonpKanoe  with  it  ob  ym 
part  haft  lieen  prevented  by  suRicient  and  eMvoiUii 
cauaea,  although  not  made  known  to  thia  DeparlaMil,«d 
notwithatonding  the  reeaona  for  your  presence  her^  pav- 
ing out  of  the  important  and  particular  state  ci  ths  nliMM 
between  the  two  Govemments. 

Under  thia  belief  I  addreaa  this  leCler  to  you  at  PUisU' 
phia,  for  the  purpose  of  iuTittng  your  attention  particuMf 
to  the  terms  of  the  third  arlide  of  the  conveatioo  of  linio 
of  the  5th  day  of  April,  1881,  and  of  inquiring  of  yes  it 
what  time  the  appointment  of  oomauasionen  hy  your  Cni*- 
emoMnt  was  made. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  high  constderalioB,  j«ff 
obedient  servant,  IjOUIB  McLAI^E. 

Senor  Don  J.  M.  J}r.  Castillo  t  Lahiax, 

Charge  d^Affairtt  of  Mexieo. 


Mr,  Castillo  to  Mr.  MeLanc-^-Extrad* 

[Tianslation.] 

Mexicast  Leoatiov, 

Phikdc^hia,  January  9,  1835. 
•  #  •  •  • 

As  to  the  second  subject  treated  in  the  note,  rcipKliDi 
the  appointments  of  Colonel  Don  Thomas  Ramon  iA  Mp- 
ral  as  commissioner,  and  Don  Caatillo  Navarro  as  gMsa- 
ter,  for  earring  into  execution  the  thin!  article  of  tbstralf 
of  limits  between  the  United  Statea  and  those  of  MeiioH 
the  undersigned  cannot  say  at  what  date  thoss  ^f9atr 
ments  were  made;  and  can  only  declare  that  the  dwptick 
received  by  him,  respecting  the  same,  bore  data  the  SSlkif 
last  September.  The  causes  which  have  produced  tln^ 
lay  beyond  the  periml  fixed  in  the  above-mentioned  iilidi 
are  well  known ;  still  the  undersigned  must  be  pemutlalli 
say,  for  the  credit  of  the  present  Mexican  adrowiitnli^ 
that,  in  the  midet  of  the  political  storms  of  civil  wsr,  of  tir* 
rible  battlea  with  ite  enemies,  and  of  difficulties  eoiMI 
thereon,  despite  all  this,  it  has  directed  its  attentioR  to  Aii 
important  business,  giving  proof  in  this,  as  wellai  ote 
laudable  acts,  of  ite  desire  to  draw  atift  mors  closetf  ib* 
bonds  of  friendship  and  harmony  now  existing  betwieo  Ai 
two  countries. 


Mr.  Cattilio  to  Mr,  McLane. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  LkoatioXi 
Washington,  May  ««.  \^' 
TYit  undersigned,  charge  d'afiaires  of  the  United  Meu* 
can  Steles,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Hon.  L.  McLto^ 
Secretary  of  these  United  Steles,  (hat  he  has  rccfi^tsd  or- 
ders from  his  Government  to  stete  that  it  has  nomoU^^ 
altering  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  limite  between  ibc  tat 
republics  in  any  respect;  that  this  treaty,  having becafe' 
mally  published,  has  the  force  of  law,  notbiof  remiiunC 
but  that  the  respective  commissioners  should  procee^  i° 
laying  down  the  line  of  division ;  that,  indeed,  iIm  *fious 
difficulties  wilh  which  the  Mexican  Goveroroenl  bw  kwy 
bsd  to  contend  have  biiherto  prevented  this  denarttlioi 
from  being  made;  but  that  these  circumstences  AooW  doI, 
in  any  way,  affect  the  resulte  of  tho  negotiation  coDdoded; 
the  more  so,  as  ihe  commissioners  and  surve}oi  of  w 
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United  Sjates,  although  appointed  the  one  onr  the  31  at  of 
July,  and  the  others  on  the  24th  of  deptemher  laat»  have 
not  yet  proceeded  on  their  journey  to  the  place  of  operationa. 
Finally,  that,  as  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  all  the  parts 
of  said  treaty  which  remain  unexecuted,  nothing  more  is 
necessary  than  to  extend  the  term  for  the  meeting  of  the 
commissioners,  such  extension  may  he  made  hy  agreement 
between  any  person  whom  the  United  States  may  author- 
ize on  their  part,  and  the  undersigned  on  that  of  the  Mex- 
e^n  Government,  which  has  promised  to  furnish  him  with 
full  powers  to  that  effect  by  the  packet  which  is  to  leave 
Vera  Cruz  on  the  first  of  next  month. 

Such  an  expedient  for  remedying  thn  delay  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  said  treaty,  which  has  been  caused  by  inevi- 
table circumstances,  is  certainly  the  moM  rational ;  besides 
which,  it  conforms  to  what  Mr.  Mcljine  was  pleased  to 
ny  verlially  to  the.  underaigned  in  a  friendly  conference  on 
(he  subject. 

The  undersigned  hopes  Mr.  McLane  will  let  him  know 
(he  intentions  of  this  Government  with  respect  to  this  busi* 
noM ;  and  he  will,  on  his  own  part,  inform  the  Secretary 
of  State,  as  aoon  as  he  shall  have  received  the  full  powers 
referred  to  above.  Meanwhile  he  has  the  honor  to  repeat 
to  Mr.  McLane  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
coosideraUon.  J.  M.  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

To  the  Hon.  Louis  McLahb,  Secrttcary  of  Slide, 

The  MinUler  of  Foreign  Affairs  ff  Mexico  to  the  SeeretO' 
ry  of  suae  of  the  Untied  Siatet, 

[Tranalation.] 

PAX.ACB  OP  TBS  FXDBBAL  OoTBBlTWBirr, 

Mexico,  October  21,  1834. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Relations  of 
tke  United  Mexican  States,  has  the  honor  to  address  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in- 
forming him  that  although  the  political  circumstances  in 
shieh  this  republic  is  placed  have  prevented  its  Government 
W»m  providing  for  the  meeting  at  Natchitoches  of  the  com- 
nianoners  and  surveyors  of  the  two  nations,  according  to 
he  terms  of  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits,  con- 
luded  in  the  year  1833,  within  the  period  there  stated, 
<M  it  has  constantly  desired  to  have  this  important  affair 
erminated  as  soon  as  possible ;  and,  indeed,  to  that  effect 
I  did  appoint  persons  on  its  part  to  proceed  to  the  said  des- 
piation  of  limits,  which  could  not,  however,  take  place 
n  account  of  the  dbmissal  of  the  indivi4lual8  chosen.  Hii 
leetlency,  the  President,  has  since  appointed  other  per- 
MM,  who  will  go  without  delay  to  Natchitoches;  bat,  in 
rder  that  thfly  may  proceed  in  union  with  those  of  the 
ntted  States,  be  has  given  full  power  to  Don  J.  M.  del 
^llo  y  Lanzas  to  fix  upon  a  new  period  for  the  meeting 
ranged  by  the  3d  article  of  the  treaty  of  183S,  as  the 
Mr  therein  mentioned  has  passed.  And  his  excellency, 
it  doubting  that  the  Supreme  Government  at  Washing- 
n  will  have  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  this  proposition, 
•  directed  the  uodemigned  to  address  the  present  com- 
Dnicalion  to  the  honorable  8ecre*ary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 

I  States,  and  to  request  him  to  use  his  influence  for  the 
iainihent  of  this  importapt  object,  which  would  contribute 
essentially  to  strengthen  the  relations  of  amity  and  good' 

II  now  subsisting  between  the  two  nations. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  assure  the 
eretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  his  most  distin- 
tsbed  consideration. 

FRANCISCO  DE  LOMBARDO. 

Mr.  ComHUo  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 
[TranstattoD.] 

Mbvican  Lbsatioh, 
FkUade^lthia^  Deetmlfer  4,  1884. 
rjis  uadMNgnsd*  tikmgh  4'affiNivs  of  iIm  United  MeiL 
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can  States,  has  the  honor  to  communieats  to  the  Hon. 
John  Forsyth,  Secretery  of  State  of  these  United  8taie% 
that,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  in  oonaequeaoa  of  what 
was  agreed  to  between,  himself  and  the  Hon.  Louis  Mo 
Lane,  at  an  interview  relative  to  the  treaty  of  limits  now 
pending  lietween  the  two  coantries,  he  had  the  plsasora  to 
address  a  note  to  Mr.  McLane,  to  which  he  now  takes  the 
liberty  to  refer  Mr.  Forsyth ;  it  is  dated  the  86th  May, 
1 834.  He  must,  however,  oliaerve  that,  on  account  of  the 
pressing  concerns  of  his  Government  at  that  time,  and  from 
the  absence  jof  most  of  its.  members  more  latterly,  the  an- 
swer which  he  ezpeeied,  and  which  had  been  verbally  prom- 
ised him,  has  not  till  this  date  reached  this  legation. 

In  consequence  of  the  despatch  mentioned  in  said  note, 
by  which  the  Mexican  Government  expreases  its  opinion, 
and  which  l.s  moreover  conformable  (as  declared  in  it)  with 
the  verbal  notice  given  by  Mr.  McLane;  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  offer  made  at  that  time  by  him,  he  has  the 
honor  to  inform  Mr.  Iforsyth  that  he  has  lately  received  the 
foil  power  which  he  expected  from  his  Government,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  negotiation  of  an  additional  article  of  the  said 
treaty. 

A  slight  indisposition  prevents  the  undersigned  firom 
going  to  the  Federal  city  as  soon  as  he  eould  wish,  in  or- 
der to  deliver  to  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth  in  person  that 
which  his  Government  has  sent  for  him,  together  with  the 
said  foil  power,  end  to  present  this  document,  by  means  of 
which  he  doubts  not  that  he  ahall  be  able  to  destroy  the 
only  difliicolty  now  existing  against  the  definitive  settle* 
ment  of  the  limits  between  the  two  countries. 

As  to  the  commissioners,  the  undersigned  most  Inform 
the  Hon.  John  Forsyth  that  the  persons  who  were  former- 
jy  appointed,  and  of  whom  the  undertptgned  had  the  honor 
to  notify  this  Government  in  his  note  of  the  3d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1833,  having  resigned  their  oflices,  the  Supreme  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  has  appointed  in  their  places  Colonel 
Don  Juan  Ncpomuceno  Almonte  as  commissioner,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Pedro  Garcia  Conde  as  mathrma- 
tidan. 

The  undersigned  hopes  the  Hon.  John  Fortyth  will 
submit  this  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stttas, 
and  inform  the  undersigned  of  his  excellenoy^s  determina- 
tion with  regard  to  it,  in  order  that  he  may  take  advantage 
of  the  packet  which  is  now  nearly  ready  to  sail  for  Vera 
CruB,  to  inform  his  Government  on  the  subject. 
The  undersigned,  meanwhile,  6lc. 

J.  M.  CA»TFLLO  Y  LANZAS. 

Hon.  JoS!!  FoKBTTH. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  3fV.  Cns/i/h. 

DaFAmTMBRT  or  Statb, 

Washington,  Decemler  11,  1834. 

The  undenigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Stales, 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  nolo  of  Mr. 
GasUllo,  eherg^  d'afiairas  of  Mexico,  deted  the  4th  instant. 

In  reply,  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Cas» 
tiUo  that  it  is  apparent^  from  Ihs  contento  of  his  note^  there 
has  been  s  raisspprehension  on  the  subject.  The  ondsesigned 
has  therefore  new  the  honor  to  aeqoaint  Mr.  Castillo  that* 
on  the  I8ih  of  Janaary  hst,  Mr.  Butler,  the  charg^  d'afiBuies 
of  the  United  States  at  Mexico,  was  empowered  and  in« 
structad  to  negotiate  a  second  additional  article  to  the  treaty 
of  limito  between  the  two  countries,  for  the  parpose  of  ex- 
tending the  time  originally  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the 
cenniMoners  and  surveyors.  Mexico  was  pieforred  as 
the  Beat  of  the  negotiation,  because  it  was  deemed  desiniUe 
to  obtain  the  ratification  of  the  Mexican  OoTernmsfit  to  the 
artkle  before  forwarding  it  for  ratification  by  this  Govem- 
nent  Ovring  to  accident,  however,  the  instruction  and 
power  adverted  to  were  not  leoaived  by  Mr.  Butler  nntil 
the  first  of  July  last,  at  which  time  the  Mesican  Congrasi 
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WIS  not  in  leMon.  It  is  anderatood  thai  it  wiU  meet  again 
on  tlie  Ist  oi  January  next.  Mr.  Caatitlo  will  perceive 
that,  ae  arrangement*  have  been  maile  by  this  Gk>verninent 
lor  the  negotiation  of  the  additional  article  at  Mexico,  and 
there  is  reason  to  conclude  that  progress  has  been  made,  It 
is  ioaxpedienl  and  unneoesaary  to  enter  upon  one  here  far 
the  same  object. 

The  nndersigned  has  the  horer  to  renew  to  Mr.  Castillo 
the^aasuiances  ef  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Senor  Don  J.  M.  »■  Castillo  t  IjAh&as, 

Chargi  d^  Affaires  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

[Tranclation.  ] 

Mkxicah  Legation, 
Philadelphia^  December  15,  1834. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affsiresof  the  United  Mexican 
States^  hgs  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Forsyth,  dated  the 
11  th,  in  answer  to  his  of  the  4ih  instant,  and  he  proceeds 
to  make  some  observations  thereupon,  for  the  purpose  of 
further  illustrating  the  matter  in  controversy,  and  to  fulfil 
what  may  be  required  in  relation  thereto  by  the  interests 
6f  his  country,  which,  owing  to  lamentable  causes,  to  which 
it  is  unnecessary  now  to  advert,  have  been  disregarded  for 
the  few  last  years. 

It  appears  by  the  note  which  the  undersigned  addressed 
to  Mr.  Louis  McLane  from  this  city  on  the  26th  of  May 
last,  to  which  he  has  bad  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  the  Mexican  Government  had  deemed 
it  expedient,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  now  about  to 
end,  that  the  time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  commission- 
ers of  both  parties  charged  with  tracing  the  boundary  lina 
between  the  two  republics  should  be  prolonged,  but  that  no 
change  should  be  made  in  the  treaty  upon  the  subject,  inas- 
much as  that  had  the  force  of  law,  was  a  measure  to  which 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  acceded,  and  to 
which  it  consequently  ought  not  «o  oppose  any  hinderanoe. 

The  undersigned  also  acquainted  Mr.  McLane,  in  the 
aforesaid  note,  that  his  Government  promised  to  send  him 
soon  the  power  necessary  to  carry  into  effisct  that  object, 
and  that,  as  soon  as  he  should  receive  it,  he  would  commu- 
nicate it  to  this  Government  for  the  necessary  purposes,  as 
he  has  done,  that  having  been  the  object  of  his  note  to  Mr. 
Forsyth  of  the  ith  instant. 

It  is  inferred  from  the  answer  with  which  the  undersigned 
has  been  honored,  that  Mr.  Forsyth  considers  there  has 
been  some  misapprehension  on  the  subject;  because  the 
necMsary  powers  and  instructions  having  been  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Butler,  chargi  d'a&tres  of  the  United  States  at 
Mexico^  to  negotiate  a  second  additional  article  to  the  treaty 
of  limits,  and  there  being  reason  to  believe  that  some  pro- 
gfeas  had  already  been  made  in  the  negotiation  in  that  coun- 
try, it  oould  not  be  neceasaiy  or  expedient  to  enter  upon  a 
negotiation  here  for  the  same  object. 

JNow,  the  nnderaigned  cannot  comprehend  how  it  is,  that, 
•B  he  has  already  said,  the  purpose  of  his  Government  hav- 
ing  been,  from  the  beghining  of  this  year,  tu  carry  on  the 
negotiation  in  this  ooontry,  the  powers  and  instructions 
aant  by  this  Government  to  Mr.  Butler  for  the  aame  object 
should,  nevertheless,  be  received  at  a  more  advanced  period^ 
without  any  remark.  And,  even  supposing  that  they  were, 
in  fact,  reoeived  in  the  month  of  July,  as  Mr.  Forsyth  has 
been  pleased  to  say«  it  seems  to  be  in  the  highest  degiee 
nctmordinary  that,  subsequently  to  this,  on  the  SI  st  of 
October  last,  that  is  to  say,  nearly  four  months  later,  the 
pontile  powers  and  instructions  which  the  undersigned  has 
received  withm  a  few  days,  should  have  been  forwarded  to 
him  under  the  belief  tbet  they  would  not  only  be  promptly 
rseognised  by  this  Government,  but  that  the  Secretary  of 


State  would  see  fit  to  take  measures,  on  his  part,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  object  of  the  said  instrument.  With  Ais 
view,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of  Mexico  hss 
thought  proper  to  enclose  a  note  to  the  undersigned  for  Ae 
Secretary  of  State,  as  has  already  been  sutod  in  the  noteef 
the  undersigned  of  the  4th  instant,  which  added  that  he 
would  have  the  satisfsction  to  deliver  it  in  person  to  Mr. 
Forsyth  so  soon  as  he  should  have  recovered  from  a  sligbt 
indispodtion  with  which  he  was  afflicted,  and  from  whidi 
he  hoped  to  be  free  in  a  few  days. 

The  Mexican  Government,  in  its  last  communication  lo 
the  undentgned  of  the  21st  of  October  of  this  year,  neitlier 
mentions  that  Mr.  Butler  had  presented  any  po«per,  nor 
that  he  had  apprized  it  that  he  had  received  such  an  instru- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  setting  on  foot  any  negotiation  opon 
the  subject  of  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  Kmits ; 
and  this,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  showe  still  more 
clearly  that  that  Government  has  constantly  preferred  that 
the  negotiation  in  question  should  be  begun  in  tfaia  eountry. 
Certainly  then,  if,  ss  Mr.  Forsyth  suspects,  the  negotiation 
had  already  been  entered  upon  with  Mr.  Butler,  there 
would  have  been  no  need  of  also  beginning  a  ncgotiatioQ 
with  Ibis  Government,  (and  the  Mexican  GovemmeBt 
would  no  doubt  have  so  thought;)  and,  in  Che  event,  the 
instructions  snd  power  which  the  undendgned  haa  received 
would  have  been  superfluous. 

In  what,  then,  can  the  misapprehension  be  said  to  consist  ? 
At  all  events.  It  appears  to  be  trivial,  considering  the  imper- 
tance  of  the  business,  the  final  conclnston  of  which  would 
so  greatly  contribute  to  strengthen  the  relations  of  fncad- 
ship  and  good  understanding  which  exist  between  the  two 
republics. 

In  virtue  of  the  last  consideration,  and  inaamnph  ea  it 
seems  palpable  enough  that  no  progress  has  yet  bean  ma^ 
in  the  negotiation  at  Mexico  of  the  article  in  queattoo,  and 
considering  besides,  if  it  be  not  entered  upon  now,  modi 
time  will  be  lost,  the  concurrence  of  the  Legislataie  npan 
the  subject  being  necessary,  and  as  the  present  rorsrinn  of 
Congress,  at  Washington,  will  end  about  the  beginniog  af 
March,  and  that  of  the  Chambers  at  Mexico  about  the  mid- 
dle of  April,  no  time  will  therefore  be  left  tu  correct  the 
misapprehension  to  which  Mr.  Forsyth  refers,  or  to  condoda 
as  promptly  as  is  desirable  the  negotiation  of  the  ^nff^ifwwj 
article  in  question. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  can  do  no  less  than  fiatttf 
himself^  that  in  pursuance  of  the  just  wish  of  his  Goveta- 
ment,  and  for  the  purpose  of  ending  an  aflair  whidi  has 
already  been  much  retarded,  the  Government  of  the  Unitai 
States  will  see  proper  to  allow  him  to  preaent  the  fed]  pow- 
er, which,  as  has  been  said,  he  has  received  for  that  obped^ 
and  will  allow  the  negotiation  of  the  second  additional  arti- 
cle to  be  entered  upon,  which  both  Govemmenta  have 
deemed  it  necessary  should  be  added  to  the  trea^  of  limii% 
in  order  that  the  terms  of  the  article  being  agreed  apoo  haer, 
and  the  article  ratified  with  the  greatest  promptitude  at  Mex- 
ico, the  commissioners  of  both  countries  may  proceed  to  ilie 
demarcation  of  the  boundary,  in  pursuance  of  ttie  plan  aewly 
stipulated  for. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that,  upon  considering  the ; 
ding  declaration,  this  Government  will  not  find  it  u 
nient  to  comply  with  the  desire  he  has  manifested-fB  liie 
name  of  his  Government;  and,  cherishing  this  hope,  he  has 
the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  Forsyth  the  aasuraBces  of  bis 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  OasiiUo. 

DipASTXtvT  ov  State, 

Washmglon^  January  9,  1836. 
The  mideraigBed,  Becietaiy  of  Steteof  the  United  Stataa, 
has  had  the  hoaer  to  reoaiae  tha  sole  addMnad  to  ium  ^ 
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Mr.  Castillo,  oharg^  d'ailkiresof  the  United  Mexican  States* 
under  date  of  the  i6th  ultimo. 

Mr.  Castillo  has  already  been  informed  of  the  wish  of  the 
Gorernment  nf  the  United  States  to  negotiate  at  Mexico, 
for  the  conclusion  of  a  supplemental  article  to  the  treaty  of 
Umila;  and  as  the  ddny  which  rendered  such  a  negotiation 
neceMary  has  been  caused,  though  unintentionally,  by  the 
Mexican  Government,  its  acquiesoance  in  this  course  can- 
not be  doubted.  A  sliort  time,  however,  may  be  expected 
to  bring  the  result  of  tUo  overture  which  Mr.  Butler  was 
instructed  to  make,  and  the  undersigned  will  then  have 
the  honor  of  a  further  communication  witli  Mr.  CostiUa  on 
the  subject. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occaaion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Castillo  the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

JOHN  FOR.SYTH. 

t<r.  Dull  J.  M.  Da  Castillo,  &c« 

Mr,    CwitUlo  to  Mr,   Foraylk. 

[Transilation.] 

Ml X HAS  Lkaatiox, 

WaahingtQfif  Januartf  12,  1835. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can 8tate9,  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  note  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  dated  the  9th  instant,  which  presents  ma- 
terials for  new  coniiideratious.  The  undersigned  cannot, 
conformably  with  his  duty,  neglect  to  communicate  tlicui 
to  the  honorable  J.  Forsyth,  in  addition  to  those  already 
submitted  in  his  former  note  of  tlic  15th  ultimo,  to  which, 
although  the  8ccrctaiy  of  State  has  not  thought  proper  to 
reply,  bo  yet  hopes  have  merited  his  attention,  and  will 
insure  an  opportunity  of  discussing,  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  the  second  additional  article  of  the 
treaty  of  limits. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  Mexican  Government,  in 
consequence  of  the  fatal  civil  dissensions  which  have  con- 
vulsed that  country,  has  been  unavoidably  prevented  from 
attending'  to  the  appointment  of  coiiimissioner!»,  to  proceed 
jointly  with  tliose  of  the  United  States  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  limits  ;  and  it  is  c^juslly  certain  that  the  delay  which 
has  rendered  \\m  negotiation  (of  tlsc  second  article)  ne- 
cessary, lias  been  caused,  thougti  unintentionally,, -by  the 
Mexican  Government;  but  it  cannot  t)c  granted,  as  a  con- 
sequence from  this,  that  the,  Mexican  Government  without 
doubt  acquiesces,  as  Mr.  Forsyth  considers. 

The  undersigned,  in  his  note  of  the  26th  of  May  last, 
had  the  satiafaction  to  express  to  Mr.  McLaoe,  then  Sec- 
retary of  State,  that  his  (jovernmcnt,  considering  this  sec- 
ond additional  article  necessary,  \Tould  send  him,  when  an 
opportunity  olfercd,  a  full  tM>wer  to  enter  upon  this  nego- 
tiation. But  Mr.  Butler,  tiie  chargd  d'affaires  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Mexico,  did  not  receive  from  his  Government 
the  power  which  it  thought  proper  to  transmit  to  him,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Forsyth's  note  of  the  11th  of  December 
last,  until  the  1st  of  July.  This  communication,  there- 
fore, was  made  more  than  a  month  before  the  receipt  last 
mentioned ;  and  tlie  order  was  made  out  in  Mexico  and 
sent  to  the  undersigned  two  months  previous.  Conse- 
quently, even  supposing  that  Mr.  Butler  had,  immediately 
Oil  receiving  his  full  power,  communicated  it  to  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  nothing  could  have  been  done  in  prose- 
cution of  the  affair  then ;  as  it  is  clear  that  the  (Mexican) 
Government  would  have  declared  to  him  the  impropriety 
of  beginning  a  negotiation  there  fur  the  carrying  on  of 
which  in  this  country  it  had  taken  the  necessary  steps. 

This  reasoning  appears  in  every  point  of  view  clear  and 
convincing.  But,  moreover,  from  the  tenor  of  the  com- 
munications lately  received  from  his  Government,  which 
eomo  down  to  the  26th  of  November,  Mr.  Butler  had  not 
to  that  date  given  any  notice  to  the  Mexican  Government 
of  his  po}»«^8sin;{  such  a  power.     Wi;h  how  much  more 


raaiOD,  therefore,  can  that  GovarDaent  now  insist  upon 
the  negotiations  baing  carried  on  here. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  ondersigned  oonsiders  that  a  result 
cannot  be  expected  here  in  aa  ahort  a  time  aatfaa  honorable 
J.  Forsyth  perhapa  suppeaes;  and  that  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  a  negotiation  may  yet  he  delayed  which  ia  so  import- 
ant from  its  very  nature,  and  which,  from  the  ulterior 
effects,  ahould  be  terminated  as  soon  aa  possible.  For  this 
delay  no  blame  can  be  attached  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment ;  it  has  shown  the  most  lively  interest  in  a  proni^ 
conclusion  of  the  afiair,  considering  it  favorable  for  bath 
republics,  and  likely  to  conduce  to  the  preservation  of  har- 
mony between  them;  and  the  undersigned  has  given  good 
reasons  for  the  prosecution  of  the  negotiation  immediate^ 
in  tliis  couutry,  conforming  with  the  instructions  received 
from  his  Government  on  the  subject. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  the  honorable  J.  Forsyth, 
&c.  J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANiAS. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Fokstth, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 

[Translation.] 

Mkxisax  LsoATioir, 

Philadejphia,  April  St>,  f  835. 

The  undersigned,  chargd  d'afiatres  of  ifae  United  Mexi- 
can States,  complying  willingly  with  the  instructions  on 
the  subject  received  from  his  Government,  has  the  honor 
to  inform  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Stste 
of  these  United  States,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Mexican  States,  being  anxious  that  the  meeting  of  the 
eommissionem  who  are  to  fix  the  Hue  of  separation  between 
the  two  republics  should  take  place  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  in  virtue  of  the  authomalion  for  such  negotiation  con- 
ferred upon  Mr.  Butler,  the  chargid  d'affaires  of  this  Gov- 
ernment  in  Mexico  has  thought  proper  to  invest  the  See- 
reuries  of  State  and  of  the  Treasury  ef  the  United  Mexi- 
can States  with  full  powers  to  that  effect,  withdrawing 
from  the  undersigned  the  full  powers  and  instructions 
which  hail  been  conferred  upon  him  to  act  in  the  said  ue- 
gotistion. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  John 
Forsyth  the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  consider- 
aUoii.  J.  M.  DB  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 


Mr.  Dickitis  to  Mr,  Caslillo, 
Dar A RTMxzcT  or  Sta.tk, 

Washington,  May  11,  1835. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  of  Mr.  (/aetiUo,  chargd  d'affidies  of  the  Unfled  Mexi- 
can States,  dated  the  S9th  ultimo,  announcing  the  with- 
drawal by  his  Govemmant  ot  tha  power  with  wliiok  ha 
bad  been  invested  to  negotiate  a  second  supplemenlary 
article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  two  oouutries. 
This  announoonieiit  of  course  renders  unnecessary  a  reply 
on  the  part  of  this  Department  to  Mr.  Castillo's  note  of 
the  i2(h  of  January  last. 

The  undersiitned  has  the  honor  to  tender  to  Mr.  Cas- 
tillo the  assurances  of  bis  high  consideration. 

ASBURY  DICKINS. 

Scnor  Don  J.  M.  Castillo  t  Lavxas,  dec. 

Mr,  Castillo  to  ilfi'.  Dickins. 
[Translation.] 

MxxiCAK  Lkcatiok, 

Philadclpbia,  June  2,  1835. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  tha  United  Mexi- 
can Slates,  in  fulOUnent  of  an  order  of  his  Government, 
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36Ui  CoH«.  Ut  Sbsb.] 


Bmndaty^Umkd  Siatn  and  MoBieo, 


hu  the  honor  to  infofm  the  honore|^le  Mr.,A»bury  pkkins, 
SecreUry  of  State  of  the  United  BCatea  ad  interim,  that 
the  neceasarj  formalities  having  been  entered  into  at  Mex- 
tco  for  the  eottclaaion  of  the  additional  article  to  the  treaty 
of  limitA  between  the  two  repubKes,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending the  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  commistloners  of 
the  two  nations  who  are  to  trace  the  boondary,  and  the 
article  to  which  the  representatives,  duly  aathorited,  of 
the  respective  parties,  again  agreed,  having  been  submitted 
to  the  General  Congress  of  those  States,  has  deserved  the 
approbation  of  that  body.  The  tenor  of  the  article  referred 
to  is  according  to  the  copy  herewith  enclosed. 

The  undomigned  avails  himtelf  of  the  occasion  of  trans- 
mitting U  to  the  Department  of  State,  for  the  information 
of  the  President,  to  renew  to  Mr.  Dickins  the  assurances 
of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  M.  DE  JCASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

Hon.  Mr.  Asburt  Dicxrvs,  &c. 


[Translation.] 

A  treaty  having  been  concluded  and  signed  in  the  city 
of  Mexico  on  the  12th  day  of  tbii  tnonth  of  January,  182A, 
between  the  United  Mexican  Stat^  and  the  United  States, 
of  the  North,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  true  dividing 
line  and  the  limits  between  the  two  nations,  and  it  having 
been  stipulated  in  the  third  article  ^  the  said  treaty  as  fol- 
lows :  -<^To  lix  this  line  with  rooiteiprecision,  and  to  place 
the  land-marks  whic;l^  sl^aU  .designate  exactly  the  limits  of 
.lioth  nations,  e^cli  of  the  contracting  parlies  shall  appoint 
a  commisaioner  and  a  surveyor,  who  shall  meet  befors  the 
trrminatioo  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of 
tthistireatyv  at  Nalehtloches,  on  the  ^^  river,  and  proceed 
'  to  run  and  mark  the  aaid  line  from  the  month  of  the  8a- 
,  bine  to  the  Red  river,  and  from  the  Red  river  to  the  river 
;,  Arkansas,  in  conformity  to  what  is  agreed  upon  and  stip>- 
I  uliied,  and  the  line  of  latitude  of  4S<'  to  the  South  Sea. 
They  shall,  make  out  plans  and  keep  journals  of  their  pro- 
ceedings; ^iid  the  result  agieed  upcui  by  them  shall  be 
rcooslderad  ^  par^  pf  .l)|is  treaty  and^wshall  have  the  same 
forceps  ifjt  w^rajnserted  therein.     t*fae  two  Governments 
will  an^cably  agree  respecting  the  nf  cessary  qtticks  to  be 
furnished  to  those  peisons,  and  also  as  to  their  respective 
escorts*  should  ^udi  be  deemed  neoessary."    And  the  rat- 
ifications of  the  said  treaty  having  been  exchanged  in  the 
city  of  Washington  qn  the  5th  day  of  the  month  of  April, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1832,  the  contracting  parties  hav- 
ing been  prevented  by  various  cauifes  from  com|>lying  with 
the  stipulations  .agreed  upon  in  the«^said  third  artich$,  Che 
time  within  which  it  was  to  be  exeeiited  having  expired, 
and  both  republics  desiring  that  the  said  treaty  should  be 
complied  with  in  every  respect,  bj^igoing  through  with  all 
the  necessary  fornM,  the  President^ of  the  United  Mexican 
States  has  invested  with  fuU  powers  for  that  putpuMie,  Don 
Jos6  Maria  Outienrss  de  Estra<io»  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
I>epartment  of  Interior  and  Fyreign  Relations,  a^d  pon 
loik  Mariano  Blasco,  Secretary ef  State  of^be  Deparlme^t 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Pres^dftait  of  the  Uoilcd;Slate8  of 
the  North,  the  honorable  Mr.  Amthony.  Butler,  chai^^  d' 
aflbires  of  that  republic  in  Mexico ;  and  the  plenipotentia- 
ries referred  to,  after  having  exchanged  their  full.  pov«ers, 
which  were  found  to  be  in  good  and  proper  form,  have 
agreed  and  do  agree  to.t|)e  following  second  jaddkiofisl  ar- 
ticle. •    \|: 

The  term  for  the  appQintinont  of  commi>«sioiiers  and  nir- 
yeyors  charged  by  the  GovernmenU  of  Mexico  and  Wash- 
ington to  settle  with  more  precision  the  boundary  line,  and 
to  establish  land-marks  to  designate  with  greater  accuracy 
the  boundariee  of  the  two  nations,  and  whieh  was  pre*, 
scribed  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits,  conclu- 
ded and  formed  at  ,Mexico  on  the  1 2th  day  of  the  month 
of  January,  1828,  and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  ex- 


changed in  ,the  city  of  'W#s|^i^ton  on  the  5th  day  eC  ilis 
month  of  April,  1832,  shall  be  extended  to  the  prrioflrf 
one  ^ear,  to  l>e  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  exdiangetf 
tbe  ratifications'  Of  the  prespnl  sdditional  article.  Tb 
present  second  additional  article  «hall  have  the  sune  hnt 
and  efiect  as  if  it  had  been  inserted  word"  for  word  in  da 
aforesaid  treaty  of  the  12th  of  January,  1828,  andihaQW 
approved  and  ratified  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  on* 
siitutions  of  the  respective  Ststes. 

In  foith  of  which  the  said  plentpotentiaries  have  faereoa* 
to  set  their  hands  and  affixed  their  respective  seals.    . 

Done  at  Mexico  the  third  day  of  the  month  of  Apr'rt, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  the  fiftaoA 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  anil  tbi 
fifty- ninth  of  that  of  the  Uinited  States  of  Ameiics. 

J.  M.  GUTIERREZ  DE  £8TRAD.^, 

A.  BUTLER, 

JOSE  MARIANO  BLASCO. 


.  Mr,  Dickina  to  Mr,  CttsfiUo. 

t     *■• 

DttktLTM^nT  OF  Stats, 

Weuhir^ion,  J^M  i,  \9Sh. 

The  undersigned,  acung  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uoi* 
ted  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  tk 
note  of  Mr.  Castillo,  charge  d'afiaires  of  the  United  Mci- 
ican  States,  dated  the  2d  instant,  stating  that  a  aeooad  id- 
dilional  article  to  the  treaty  pf  limits  had  been  agreed  upon 
by  the  negotiators  at  Mexico^,  had  been .  ^bn^itted  to  the 
Mexican  (yongress,  and  that  he  enclosed  s  copy  of  it  br 
the  information  of  the  President.  The  undervigoed  hv 
the  honor  to  state  that  the  transcript  referred  lo  wasoot 
received  with  Mr.  Castillo's  note,  it  having  doobtlsB  bcca 
left  out  by  accident.  A  copy  of  the  article  would  be  higb|j 
kcceptable,  as  no  intelligence  has  yet  been  received  fnm 
Mr.  Butler  of  the  conclusion  pf  the  negotiation. 

The .  nn<|ci;^igned  has.  the  honor  to  oOfer  Mr.  Cutk 
renewed  assurances  of  his  distinguished  considcratioa. 

ASliltRY  DICKINS. 

Senor  Don  J.  M.  oa  Castillo  t  Lanzas,  &c. 

Mr.  CastiUo  to  Mr,  Dkkins. 
[Translation.] 

MaxiCAV  Lboatiok, 

'        '  '    '     Philade^hia,  June  B,  im. 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'aflTaires  of  the  United  Mcii* 
can  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  note  of  Mr.  Asbury  Dickihs,  acting  Secretary  of  8tiic 
of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  the  note  of  tbe  sndff* 
signed  of  the  2d  instant ;  and  with  reference  thciflo  bn 
tO|BtQt^»  that  altl^eugh  the  copy  therein  referred  to  of  the 
:  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  tbe  two 
republics  did  n<ii  accompany  that  coniniunicatien,  as  it«i> 
sent  separately  to  the  Department  uf  State,  it  is  to  be  lop* 
posed  that  if  Mr.  Dickins  did  not  receive  it  in  doe  tiofi 
it  would  n>ach  him  shortly  afterwards,  still,  to  obviate  isj 
accidental  miscarriage  to  which  that  paper  may  barel*c*i 
subjected,  the  undersigned  herewith  endoses  a  doplicatevf 
the  copy  adverted  to,  and  has  tlic  honor  at  the  saoie  tiiia 
to  reneii^  po  Mr.  Dickins  the  asssurances  of  his  veiy  ^ 
ttnguibhed  considerai  ion. 

J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

jVr»  CastiUo  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
[Translation.] 

LaeATioir  op  Msxieo, 

Philadelphia,  July  10,  1935. 
The  utider!<tgncd,  charg^  d'sflaircs  of  the  United  Stttw 
of  Mexico,  has  the  honor  to  inform  t^e  Hon.  J.  Per^yiK 
SecreUry  of  Slate  of  the  United  Statea  of  America,  tbit 
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linca  Che  despatch  of  hia  notes -of  the  .6th  and  6H)  ultimo, 
he  has  received  another  commonicntion  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico  relative  to  the  name  affair,  viz :  the  second 
additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  two 
lepuUics,  approved  by  the  Legislature  of  that  country,  and 
ratified  by  the  Executive.  In  that  communication  the 
said  Government,  desiring  that  this  important  business 
should  be  concluded  as  soon  as  possible,  has  appointed 
and  properly  authorized  the  undersigned  to  proceed  as 
plenipoientiary,  to  every  thing  which  may  l>e  rrquit<ito  fur 
the  exchange  of  ratifications. 

In  virtue  of  this,  the  undersigned  hopes  that  Mr.  For- 
syth will  be  please^  to  inform  bini  whether  he  is  e^yal^ 
disposed  to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  ratifications  referred 
to^  in  such  a  manner  that  all  which  is  necessary  may  be 
done  as  soon  as  the  Congress  of  this  Union  commences  its 
iifxt  session.  '    .      t  . 

The  undersigned  avaiU  himself,  &e.  :  ■ .« 

J.  M.  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

Tu  the  Hon.  Johh  Foksttii, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Castillo. 

DRrART.iiB?rT  Or  Sultb, 
'      i  Washingtwi,  July  21,  1835. 

'       The  underaigued,  Seereiary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
^    bw  thff  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of 
^    Mr.  Ca9tillo,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexican 
'    Butes,  dated  the  lOth  instant,  staling  that  he  had  been 
'    sodioriMd  to  exchange  the.  ratification  by  his  Uof  ernoant 
'    of  the  second  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  be- 
'    tween  the  two  countries,  and  requesting  to  be  informed  as 
*    to  the  disposition  of  the  undersigned  to  propeed  to  the  ex- 
^   phange  of  the  ratification  on  the  part  of  the  foiled  States. 
'       Mr.  Castillo  is  aware  that,  hy  the  cbn«ttiu|i9n  of  the 
United  States,  the  President  is  authorized  to  ratify  >  ireaty, 
^  ;  or  (0  exchange  his  ratification  against  that  of  a  foreign 
J    Power,  only  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
'  .  When,  therefore,  the  Senate  shall  have  given  its  ad,<<rice 
^    and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  the  second,  additional  ar- 
ticle to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  States  and 
the  United  Mexican  States,  Mr.  Caniillo  will  be'  duly  ap- 
prized. .         •..     •    .  .  !•      • 

•  The  undersigned  hhs  tlie  honor  to  tender  to  Mr.'t/as- 
lillo  renewed  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 
,  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Sor.  Don  J.  M.  Castillo  t  Lakzas,  dec. 


Mr,  F'orsylk  to  Mr.  Castillo. — Extract. 

DsFAaTMRNT  or  Statk, 

Washington^  Febriuiryl,  1836. 

]       .     .p  I ,        •  •  • 

The  undersigned  has,  however,  further  to  acquaint  Mr. 
Castillo  that  the  Senate  has  advised  and  consented  to  the 
ratification  of  the  convention  for  a  second  uOditional  article 
to  the  treaty  of  liniits- between  Uie^iiited  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic,  concluded  at  Mexico  on  the  3d  of  April 
last.  The  convention  will  forthwith  be  ratified  by  the 
President,  and  the  undersigned  will  be  ready  to  exchange 
the  ratifications  of  the  United  States  against  that  of  the 
Mexican  republic  whenever  Mr.  Castillo  presents  himself 
for  that  purpose  at  (he  Department  of  State. 

The  undersigned  embraces  the  opportimity  to  offer  Mr. 
Castillo  renewed  assurances  of  his  great  cunsidcrution. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Senor  Don  J.  M.  dk  Castillo  r  Lakzis,.  &c.. 

'  Mr.   Gorostiza  to  Mr.  For^yifi. , 

[Translation.  ] 

Washikotoit,  March  2«,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinaiy  and  minister  plen- 


ipotentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to  in- 
form the  honorable  John  Fursyth,  Secretary  of  State  uf 
the  United  States,  that  his  Government  had  also  remarked 
the  same  ambiguity  (equivocacion')  which  Mr.  Forsyth  ob- 
served in  the  terms  01  the  second  addftional  article  of  the 
treaty  of  January  13,  1828,  in  bplh  languages,  as  Sr.  Cas- 
tillo, the  charg6  d'afisires  of  Mexico  had  immediately  in- 
dicated ;  and  that  it  had,  in  consequence,  also  seen  the  ne- 
cessity of  rectifying  the  ambiguity,  in  order  that  the  slipu- 
lalion  in  question  might  answer  the  purpose  which  its  ne- 
gotiation must  have  proposed,  and  did,  indeed,  propose  in 
making  it 

,  .The  undersignoiy,  therefore,  received  from  his  Govern- 
ment, before  he  left  Mexico,  instructions  and  the  proper 
authoi^ities  fur  negotiating  and  confirming  any  species  of 
conveiitiur^  which  might  render  cle«f  the  true  object  of  the 
^a|d  additional  second  article  of  the  dd  of  April  last,  when- 
ever ibe  American  Government  should  appoint  and  author- 
ize to  that  effect  another  plenipotentiary,  and  means  should 
be  found  to  give  to  the  convention  in  question  the  same 
force  and  value  which  the  additional  article  acquire^  l^y 
the  exchange  of  the  respective  ratifications,  and  the  sanc- 
tion, of  the  Legislatures  uf  each  country,  which  were  ne- 
cessary befora,that  could  lie  effected. 

The  underiiigncd  is,  fur  this  reason,  anxious  to  know  (tie 
,  opifii^fli  4>f  the  honorable  John  Forsyth  on  the  subject,  and 
is  ready  to  adqpt  the  mode  which  ho  may  consider  most 
:  fikely  to  conduce  to  the  ends  proposed. 

But,  as  it  may  not  be  easy  to  find  another  mode  of  giv- 
ing to  the  convention  indicated  the  requisite  force  and  value 
,^h^  by  submitting  it.io  (he  aamn  legislative  sanction,  ai^ 
•a  it  would,  in  that  avast,  be  prefiuahle  to  leave  the  stipu- 
lation by  itseU^  in  a  separate  instrument,  if  no  other  means 
e^   bo.  found  to  ahorten  the  negotiation,  the  ufidersigned 
has  the  satisfaction  io  announce  to'  the  honorable  John 
Forsyth  that  his  Government,  foreseeing  the  possibility  of 
'.sqch  a  staii)  of  things,  hnd,  moreover^  conferred  upon  him 
full  special. powers, to  sign  a  new  second  additional  Article 
in  place  of  that  of  the  3d  of  April,  and  by  the  terms  of 
which  the  period  meniioncd  in  the. third  article  of  the  trea- 
ty of  limits,  for  tha  mepfing  of  commissioners  and  survey- 
ors at  Natchitoches^  may  l>e  extended  another  year,     if 
(thissKiffuld  be  agreeif  fjf\t  and  Ibe  American  Senate,  before 
the  conclusion  of  the  present  session,  should  give  its  ad- 
vice and  consent  to*  the  ratification  of  tl^e  new  article  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  immediately,  the  under- 
signed promises  to  send  it  witliout  delay  to  Mexico,  by  one 
,^  b w  aonretaries,  in   order  that  the  Congress,  which  will 
'  certamly  meal  there  forthwith,  as  a  constituent,  body,  may 
sanction  it  accordingly.  ., 

^  ,,.  '^-hatlndarsigned,  eiftroy  extraordinary  and  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  avails  himself  with 
pleasure  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  the  honorable  John 
Fofs^tb,  Secretary  of  Slate  of  those  United  States,  the  as- 
surances, of  his  j^stinguisbed  consideration. 

M.  £.  DE  GUKOSTIZA: 
To  the  Hon.  J.  FoRsxTM, 

Seerttary  of  State. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza. 
Dkpabtmbnt  or  State,  April  1,  1836. 
•Tho  umlcrsigned.  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  United  Stale**, 
has  had  the  honor  to  nrceive  the  note  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  en- 
voy extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotcntiiiry  uf  tJie  Mex- 
ican republic,  dated  the  28lh  ultimo,  proposing  a  new  ne- 
gotiation for  the  purpose  of  more  clearly  defining  the  ob- 
jecl  of  the  convention  between  the  United  Slates  and  the 
Mexican  repvim<;|Of  the  third  of  April  last. 

The  second  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  al- 
though not  so  comprehensive  in  its  lernis  as  was  desirable, 
was  laid  before  the  ^Senate  by  ibc  Prcsidcnl,  in  llie  k'Uif 
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that,  as  tb«  third  aiticla  of  the  treaty  bad  ceaaed  to  be  of  any 
force  or  effect,  in  consequence  of  the  expinition  of  the  time 
within  which  its  stipulations  were  to  have  been  fully  car- 
ried itito  execution,  and  a?  it  was  the  intention  of  both  par- 
ties to  provide,  by  the  second  additional  article  for  efTecting 
the  same  object  as  was  provided  for  by  the  third  article,  the 
stipulation  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  and  sur- 
veyors to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
countries,  should  be  construed  to  impose  the  obligation  on 
the  comjiiissioners  aud  surveyors  to  meet  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  the  third  article.  It  is  presumed  that  the 
Senate  acted  under  the  same  belief  in  giving  its  advice  and 
consent  to  the  ratification  of  the  second  additional  article. 

If  this  view  be  correct,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  niis- 
Goncrption  in  giving  full  effect  to  the  intention  of  the  par- 
ties, it  will  be  sufficient  for  their  respective  agents,  at  the 
time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  uf  the  second  ad- 
ditional article,  to  mark,  by  a  joint  explanatory  note,  the 
explicit  understanding  of  the  two  Governments.  Should 
Mr.  GorostizH  concur  in  this  opinion,  and  find  himself  au- 
thorized to  adopt  that  course,  the  undersigned  is  instructed 
to  agree  with  biin  upon  the  necessary  amni^emcnts. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurnnccs  of  his  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration. JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Scnor  Don  M.  E.  pk  Oorostiza. 

Envoi/  Exlraordinaryi  ^c. 


Mr*  Gorwliza  to  Mr,  Fonyth* 
[TraiislatioB.] 

WABRTHGToir,  April  A ^  1936« 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  aud  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  received  the  note 
addressed  to  him  on  the  ist  instant,  by  the  honorable  John 
Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  thess  United  States,  and  has 
thereby  seen  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Forsyth  that,  in 
order  to  define  completely  the  true  object  of  the  second  ad- 
ditional article  of  the  3d  of  April,  1835,  it  will  be  sufficient 
that  the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  ^n  exchanging  its  rat- 
ifications, should  at  the  same  time  exchange  a  declaration 
signed  by  themselves,  and  to  be  annexed  to  the  tdd  ad- 
ditional article,  in  which  is  to  be  explained  the  real  objeet 
proposed  by  the  Governments,  when  they  agreed  in  con- 
sidering the  said  provision  necessary. 

Tbe  undersigned  would  undoubtedly  have  preferred,  as 
being  the  simplest  mode,  that  another  second  additional 
article  should  be  drawn  up,  as  the  most  essential  part  of 
what  it  was  desired  to  stipulate  had  been  omitted  in  that  of 
tbe  3d  of  April,  and  in  order  that  the  moat  important  pro- 
ceeding should  again  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  each  country.     And  if  it  lAouId  not  appear  con-     .  ,.     ^  ... 
venient  to  annul,  at  the  present  time,  a  convention  which     public ;  therefore,  having  found  in  Don  Manuel  Ednii^ 
had  already  been  considered  worthy  of  Uie  assent  of  the  '  da  Gorostiza  all  thoee  admirable  qualitiei^  I  have  thoogbj 
American  Senate,  the  undersigned  would  have  preferred, 
even  in  this  case,  to  negotiate  and  sign  an  additional  article 
to  tbe  treaty  of  1828  itself,  merely  stipulating  tbe  meeting 


liabed  with  it,  must  necoBsariljt  from  the  unkm  of  aUlhfM 
circumHtances,  acquire  the  same  legal  force,  and  in  eow* 
quence  partake  of  all  the  guaranties  of  thai  sgreemeoL 
Should  Mr.  Forsyth  coincide  with  this  view  of  the  cue, 
tbe  undersigned  repeata  that  there  can  be  no  iinproptiet; 
in  signing  such  a  declaration,  and  in  thus  concluding  (re- 
dondtando)  the  pending  negotiation. 

One  difnculty,  and  one  only  presents  itself,  which  itfini 
sight  seems  to  be  of  some  importance,  in  case  it  sfaottk)  is 
wished  to  follow  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Forsyth  to  tbe 
letter ;  it  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  in  neitbrr  tk 
the  powers  received  by  the  undersigned  from  his  GoTcnt- 
ment,  (of  which  copies  are  herewith  sent,}  is  any  txpUcA 
faculty  conferred  upon  him  to  exchange  Uie  ratificstioM  of 
the  second  additional  article  of  the  3d  of  April,  douVtkti 
because  it  was  not  supposed  at  Mexico  that  ikere  would  be 
any  need  of  such  authorization,  after  the  defects  of  the  v- 
ticle  had  been  oliservcd.  Hence  it  may  be  nccesnry  to 
adopt  some  other  means ;  fur  instance,  that  die  exchinge  of 
the  second  additional  article  should  be  made  by  Mr.  Gsilii* 
lo,  who  has  a  former  full  power  to  that  effect,  and  thit  ibe 
undersigned  should  aftervi'ards  exchange  the  declsFitiflo. 
The  undersigned  however  conceives  that,  being  aQthariifl 
by  his  general  powers  **  to  promote  by  every  legal  mmi 
tlie  settlement  {arr(gl6\  of  the  affairs  which  occaiioDed  hii 
extraordinary  mission,  be  is  also  authorized  to  exchans« 
the  said  ratifications,  inasmuch  as  the  settlement  and  ter- 
mination of  this  aHair  is  one  of  the  express  and  detejiniDeil 
objects  of  his  said  mission. 

The  undersigned  flatters  himself  that  Mr.  For«jtbwtlI 
coincide  with  him  in  his  views,  and  hopes  that  they  nijf 
both  proceed  to  draw  up  and  aign  the  decbratioD  m  quo* 
tion,  at  any  day  and  hour  which  Mr.  Forsyth  may  deos- 
natc. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  U  Mr.  Forijib 
the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideratiou. 

M.  E.  DB  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  Jorn  Fohbtth, 

Set^etartf  of  Stale  of  the  United  States, 

Copy  of  the  getieral  powers  of  Senor  Goroetiie. 

[Translation.] 
Miguel   Barragan,  President  ad  interim  of  the  Mexicio 

republic.     To  all  to  whom  these  preaeAts  afaill  cootf, 

greeting : 

Considering  it  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  natioo  i* 
accredit  near  the  Government  of  the  United  Statrs  of  Av^' 
rica  a  diplomatic  agent  of  a  rank  higher  than  that  held  liy 
the  one  now  in  Washington,  and  it  being  impoitant  l» 
chooee  for  that  purpose  one  who  should  combine  taientf, 
patriotism,  honesty,  and  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  the  it- 


of  the  comtuissioners  and  surveyors  at  Natchitoches  within 
the  same  period  of  one  year.  This  latter  expedient  would, 
if  adopted,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  have  pre- 
vented any  difficulty  in  future,  especially  as  the  ratifications 
of  the  two  articles  might  in  all  probability  have  been  ex- 
changed in  Washington,  at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same 
persons  in  lesa  ihan  four  months. 

This,  however,  does  not  prevent  the  undersigned  from 
being  ready,  aa  he  indeed  is,  to  puraue  the  plan  indicated 
by  Mr.  Forsyth  in  his  said  note,  as  the  undersigned  cannot 
but  acknowledge  and  confess,  after  all,  that  a  declaration, 
signed  by  both  plenipotentiaries,  duly  authorized  to  that  ef- 
fect, explaining  an  omistiipn  observed  in  the  text  of  the 
principal  agreement,  intended  to  be  forever  annexed  to  that 
aprrermeni,  to  be  exchanged  with  it  and  printed  and  pul>- 


proper,  in  the  exercise  of  ray  powers,  and  having  recei^ 
the  assent  of  the  Cveneral  Congress,  to  appoint  hiui  eoT<9 
extraordin^iry  and  minister  plenipotentiary  near  the  9si 
Government,  giving  and  conferring  upon  him,  to  that  c&ct, 
full  powers  to  promote,  by  every  legal  means,  the  letik* 
ment  of  the  affairs  which  occasioned  his  extraordinary  mis' 
sion.  I,  therefore,  request  and  recommend  his  excefleiKy 
tlie  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  rcoeifc 
and  admit  the  said  Don  Manuel  Eduardo  de  Gorostiza  u 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Mali* 
CO,  giving  entire  firiih  to  all  which  he  may  advance,  gnn^' 
ing  him  the  requisite  assistance,  and  disposing  thsl  he  bs 
acknowledged  in  his  quality,  I  on  my  part  ofiering  to  re* 
ciprocate. 

Given  at  the  Palace  of  Mexico,  signed  by  my  hand,  au* 
thentlcated  by  the  national  seal,  and  counteisigDed  try  tbs 
chief  oiBcer  charged  with  the  Department  of  Iniemal  and 
Foreign  Rolationsy  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  month  of 
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Boundary-^VhUed  Statea  and  MUxieo, 


iSUMk  C«ira.  Itt  8n«. 


January,  aigfatean  handred  and  Abfy-iix,  the  rirtMOtb 
jear  of  the  indapandence  of  the  republic. 
[L.I.]        M.  BARRAGAN. 

JOSB  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTBRIO. 
A  line  copy.   Washington,  April  4,  1836. 

JUAN  E.  GAMBOA. 

Seereiary  of  the  Legation* 

Copy  of  the  special powere  ofSenor  Gorostiza, 

[Translation.] 
Miguel  Barragan,  Presideat  ad  interim  of  the  Mexican 

Republic.     To  all  to  ^bom  theae  presents  ahall  come, 

greeting  : 

As  it  may  perhaps  be  necessary  to  conclude  a  new  sec- 
ond aitick,  additional  to  the  third  of  the  treaty  of  limiu  of 
1832,  between  this  republic  an^  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  case  that  which  was  signed  in  this  capital  on 
the  8d  of  April  of  last  year  should  not  be  considered  suf- 
ficient, and  as  it  is  desirable  to  remove  erery  obstacle  which 
might  retard  the  demarcation  of  the  diving  line  between  the 
two  nations,  T  have  thought  proper  to  confer,  and  by  these 
presents  I  do  confer,  full  powers  upon  Dim  Manuel  Eduar- 
do  de  Goroatiza,  envoy  extraordinary  from  this  republic 
near  the  Government  of  Wa^ihingtoD,  to  agree  with  that 
Government,  in  all  due  Ibrm,  upon  a  new  period  for  the 
meeting  of  the  commissioners  and  surveyors  of  the  two 
coonkriea  at  Natchitoches,  in  order  to  fix  the  limits  of  the 
seme,  inasmuch  as  the  time  fixed  by  the  said  third  article 
of  tho  treaty  of  limits  of  1832  for  the  said  meeting  has  ex- 
pired. 

In  faith  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  presents  to  lie  is- 
sued, signed  by  my  hand,  authenticated  by  the  national 
asal,  and  countersigned  by  the  first  chief  ofilicer  charged 
with  the  Department  of  Internal  and  Foreign  Relations,  on 
the  twanty-sixtb  day  of  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year 
eightean  hundred  and  thirty-six,  the  sixteenth  of  the  inda- 
pendance  of  the  republic. 

M.  BARRAGAN. 

JOSE  MA.  ORTIZ  M0NA8TERI0. 

Washington,  April  4,  ,1836.  A  true  copy. 

JUAN  £.  GAMBOA, 

Seereiary  of  Legation. 

Afr,  Forftyth  to  Mr,  Gorotiiza* 

DKrABTMXHT  of  StATX, 

Washington^  April  13,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
has  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  lay  before  the  President 
the  note  of  Mr.  Gorostisa,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipoCentiary  of  Mexico,  dated  the  4th,  in  reply  to  Uie 
eommanfeatioiT  of  the  undersigned  of  the  let  instant. 

The  undersigned  h<is  been  instructed  to  state,  in  answer, 
that  the  plenary  powers  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  copies  of  which 
accompanied  his  note,  are  not  considered  sufficient  to  au- 
thoriza  him  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  Mexican  republic  in 
exchanging  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  of  the  8d  of 
April,  1 836.  It  is  therefbre  expected  that  Mr.  Gorostiza 
will  invite  Mr.  Castillo  to  this  city  for  that  purpose,  for 
which  he  has  been  specially  empowered.  Mr.  Goroetiza's 
pDwerat  however,  are  considered  soflScient  to  authorize  him 
lo  join  the  undersigned  in  the  explanatory  note  suggested 
in  hia  commnnication  of  the  1st  instant,  and  it  will  be 
agteeable  for  the  undersigned  to  meet  Mr.  Goroeiiza  at  the 
oOlce  of  this  Department  at  one  o'clock  to-morrow,  when 
the  necessary  arrangements  may  be  made. 

Perhaps  it  is  proper  for  the  undersigned  to  add,  that  if 
the  declaration  were  to  be  cumulative  as  well  as  explana- 
tory. It  might  be  essential  to  promulgate  it  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  convention  to  which  it  relatea.  But,  aa  the 
object  of  the  joint  note  is  merely  to  prevent  miseonception 
as  to  the  imtention  of  the  two  Governments  in  agreeing  to 


the  second  additional  article,  any  pnMieation  is  nnnt^ 

ry ;  it  being  suflficient  that  the  joint  note  should  remain  in 
the  archives  of  the  two  Governments. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  aiwurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN   FORSYTH. 
His  Ex.  Sor.  Don  M.  E.  az  Oouosrizi,  &c. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth* 
[Translation.] 

Manuel  E.  de  Gorostiza  has  the  honor  to  prefl<>nt  his  re- 
soects  to  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  and  to  inform  him  at 
the  said  time,  that  M.  Castillo  has  this  day  arrived  at  this 
capital,  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  the  ratifications  of 
the  second  additional  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits,  con* 
formably  with  what  has  been  lately  agreed  on  between^  Mr. 
Forsyth  and  M.  E.  de  Goiostiza. ' 

M.  E.  de  Gorostiza  likewise  requests  Mr.  Forsyth  to 
have  the  kindness  to  name  a  day  for  the  said  exchange,  aa 
well  as  for  the  declaration  which  is  previously  to  explain 
the  true  object  and  meaning  of  the  article  in  question. 

WASBiiroTosr,  April  18,  1836. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Gorostiza. 

DzFAaTvZTVT  OP  Statz,  April  18,  1836. 
Mr.  Forsyth  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Gorostiza, 
and  has  the  honor  to  inform  him,  in  answer  to  his  note 
of  this  date, -that  on  Wednesday  next,  at  two  o'clock,  he 
will  be  happy  to  sea  Mr.  Gorostiza  and  Mr.  Castillo  at  the 
office  of  this  Department,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the 
declaration  and  exchanging  the  ratifi<»tions  of  the  conven- 
tion for  a  second  addition  J  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits. 


DZCLABATIOir. 

The  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  con- 
cluded on  the  8d  of  April,  1835,  for  a  second  additional 
article  to  the  tieaty  of  Itmita  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  United  Mexican  States,  being  this  day  to 
be  made  by  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  and  J.  M.  de  Castillo  y  Lanzas,  cbaige  d^affairaa 
of  the  Mexican  republic  to  the  United  States,  and  Don  Mao* 
nel  Eduardo  de  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  the  United 
States,  having  full  power  from  hia  Government  to  negotiate 
any  addition  that  might  be  thought  necessary  to  carry  Into 
full  efisel  the  intention  of  the  parties,  if  the  terms  of  the  said 
second  additional  article  were  not  sufficiently  comprehensive 
and  explicit,  on  a  full,  ofilcial,  and  unreserved  conference 
between  the  said  Secretary  of  State  and  the  said  envoy  ax- 
traordinaiy  and  minister  plenipotentiaty,  it  haa  bean  found 
that  both  Govemmanta  eoincide  in  putting  the  same  con- 
struction on  the  said  second  additional  article^  giving  to  it  all 
the  force  aod  cfiect  of  the  third  article  of  the  said  treaty  of 
limits,  and  that,  therefore,  no  addition  is  necessary.  Navtr- 
thel«a%  aa  the  said  second  additional  article  is  not  clearly 
expressed,  although  the  intention  is  not  doubtful,  to  provont 
the  possibility  of  misconception  in  giving  full  effect  to  the 
intention  of  the  parties,  it  is  thought  expedient  that  the  said 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  said  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  should  declare,  and  they  do  declaie 
in  behalf  of  Uieir  respective  Governments,  that  the  stipu- 
lations in  the  said  second  additional  article,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  and  surveyors  to  run  and  mark  ^e 
boundary  line  between  the  two  countries,  is  expressly  un* 
derstood,  and  is  to  be  eoostrued,  to  impose  the  obligation 
on  the  commisaioners  and  surveyor^  to  meet  within  the 
time,  and  at  the  place,  prescribed  by  the  said  third  article 
of  the  treaty  of  limits,  namely,  at  Natchitoches,  and  within 
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one  year  from  fhw  datey  and  to  proceed  to  carry  into  full 
eflect  the  stipulationa  of  ihe  said  third  article. 

In  testimony  whereof,  this  instrument  is  executed  in 
duplicate,  and  is  mutually  delivered  prior  to  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  for  a  second  additional 
article  to  the  treaty  of  limits,  duly  ratified  by  our  lespeetive 
Governments. 

Done  at  Washington,  this  twentieth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  tbicty-six. 

JOHN  FORSYTH,  [l.  s.] 

-Sec.  of  State  U,  S.  A. 
MA.  E.  ,DE  G0H08TIZA.         [l.  s.] 


TOBACCO  TRADE. 


Mettage  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trana* 
miittng  a  report  of  the  Seeretari/  of  State,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  \9th  uUltno,  upon  the  subject  (if  the  tobacco  trade. 
October  8,  1837,  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .* 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  containing  the  information  requested 
by  their  resdlution  of  the  19th  instant,  together  with  the 
documents  by  which  the  report  was  accompanied. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

WASHTiroToir,  September  W,  1837. 

DXPASTMBXT  AV  StAVK, 

Washmgt&n,  Sept.  SQ,  1837. 
To  the  President  of  the  IMited  States  : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  19th  instant, 
requesting  the  President  to '  communicate  to  that  House 
what  measures  have  been  adopted  since  the  adjournment 
of  the  last  Congress  in  relation  to  the  tobacco  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  coon  tries ;  also,  such  infor- 
mation as  he  may  have  received  from  our  ministers  or  other 
agents  abroad  in  relatioiT  to  the  same,  has  the  honor  to  re- 
port that,  since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Congress,  in- 
structions have  been  given  to  the  diplomatic  representatives 
of  this  country  at  the  Courts  of  Great  Britain,   France, 
Rassta,  Prussia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  and  Bel- 
gium, directing  them  to  endeavor  to  procure  from  the  re- 
spective Governments  to  which  they  are  accredited  the  ab- 
olition or  modification  of  the  existing  dnlies  and  restrictiona 
npon  tobacco  imported  from  the  United  States ;  and  that 
special  agents  have  been  appointed  to  eoltect  information 
respecting  the  importation,  the  cultivation,  the  manufiio* 
tare,  and  consumption  of  tobacco  in  the  various  states  of 
Germany,  to  which  the  United  States  have  not  accredited 
represenlaftives,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  negotiations  for 
the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  Ae  tobacco  trade  with 
those  countries.     A  copy  of  the  despatches  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  received  upon  ihie  subject, 
is  herewith  communicated. 

The  special  agents  have  proceeded  in  the  execution  of 
their  duties,  but  no  report  has,  as  yet,  been  received  from 
either  of  them. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

List  of  accompanying  papers. 

No.  1.  Mr.  Wheaton  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (extract,)  80lh 
Apiil,  1837. 

No.  8.  Mr.  WhMton  to  Mr.  Foiaylh,  (copy,)  SOth 
July,  1837. 

No.  8.  Mr.  Davexac  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (eiUract,)  SSlh 
July,  1837. 


No.  4.  Mr.  Steveosoo  to  Mr.  Forsyth, '(eiUsc^)  tftik 
June,  1837. 

No.  5.  Mr.  Anderson  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (extfad,)  5ik 
August,  1837. 


Mr.  Wheaton  to  Mr,  Fonylh. — Extracts. 

Bsmuir,  Aprils,  1897. 

Sia  :  1  had  the  honor  this  day  to  receive  your  deipikb 
No.  1 1,  under  date  of  the  25th  of  March. 

Vour  previous  despatches  to  No.  10,  inclasive,  hiTi 
also  been  duly  received. 

With  the  despatch  No  1 1  were  receivcd— 

•  ••••• 

6.  Printed  report  of  the  select  coinraiUee  of  the  Hoim 
of  Representatives  on  the  doties  and  reatrictions  impoMd 
by  foreign  Govern  mention  American  tobacco. 

On  this  last  subject,  T  have  already  anticipated  yotf 
instructions  as  to  collecting  information  respeoiiag  die  to- 
bacco trade  of  Germany,  by  correspAndenos  with  our  tf 
ferent  consuls^  and  by  inquiries  omde  in  the  joortic^ptr« 
forme^  by  me  through  the  different  states  associateiiB  (hi 
commercial  union,  daring  the  summers  of  1835  and  I8SI. 
I  shall  continue  these  researches  with  the  sane  view,  aid 
ahall  be  ready  to  execute  your  further  instrurtioas  on  Us 

important  subject  to  the  best  of  biy  ability. 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  roDli4lenti«^ 
sir,  your  obedient  servant 

HENRV^  WHBATON. 


Mr.  WJieaton  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Aix  XA  GHAraKEV,  Ju/y  90,  1837. 
Sir:  My  letters  of  credence  aa  envoy  to  the  King^f 
Prussia  having  reached  me  after  the  decease  of  the  Mi 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Mr.  AncHlen,  I  coold  a^ 
according  to  the  etiquette  observed  at  this  Coort,  be|t»* 
sented  to  his  Majesty  until  the  appointment  of  anew  ouoif- 
ter.  The  Baron  de  Werthcr,  Prussian  envoy  stPsrii,  wn 
at  laat  named  to  succeed  the  last  minister,  butdidBotl^ 
rive  at  Berlin  until  the  10th  of  June,  nor  did  he  Uke  « 
himself  the  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  department  ostil 
a  fortnight  after  his  arrival.  AHer  he  had  asramcd  iki 
direction,  Mr.  de  Werther  intimated  to  me  that,  ti  lla 
King  was  then  occupied  with  the  preparations  for  Ui 
journey  to  Joepliti,  where  his  Msjesty  takea  the  billu  u* 
nually  at  this  season^  it  would  be  more  convenisat  is  f^ 
ceive  me  after  his  return  to  the  capital  in  August. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  especially  as  Mr.  di 
Werther  was  to  accompany  the  King  to  Joeplitz,  1  tiinnkt 
1  could  not  better  employ  the  interval  than  by  making  i 
journey  to  the  Pruasian,  Westphaltan,  and  Rhine  proviaw 
with  a  viaw  to  complete  my  former  examination  of  ^ 
commercial  rasources,  especially  with  respect  to  the  9b*^ 
tion  of  the  tobaeeo  duties,  (to  which  my  attention  bad  beta 
specially  directed  by  your  laat  despatch,)  and  the  oatml 
and  artificial  communications  by  which  the  statea  of  G«^ 
many  associated  in  the  commercial  union  are  eoutdm 
with  the  North  sea,  and  channela  are  opened  for  oar  com- 
merce, in  common  with  that  of  other  naticma,  through  ths 
porte  of  Belgium  and  Holland,  into  the  inteiior  of  theoM- 
tinent. 

With  thia  view  I  proceeded  from  Berlin,  (leaviag  U»' 
Fay  in  charge  of  the  current  afiairs  of  the  lagatiaBi) 
through  the  province  of  Brandenburg,  whicb  I  had  Dflt 
before  eTptored»  croaung  the  Elbe  at  Mf^debaif ,  to  ^^ 
sej,  the  capitel  of  electoral  Hesse.  In  paasiag  tbrongh  (ho 
proviooe  of  Brandenburg,  and  «  part  of  the  |aoTiBeao| 
SazoBy»  (diamembered  from  royal  Saiony  i«  l^li^)  ' 
found  the  native  tobacco  very  eifiaiaivelj  cultivaasd.  I'ho 
quantity  of  land  pbtntad  with  tobnoco  in  the  pipnico  of 
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Brandflobiirg,  m  1827»  wu  eompatod  at  ]6»968  morgtn^ 
ihe  whole  produce  of  which  was  61»220  centner.  In 
1834,  the  land  planted  with  tobaeco  in  that  province  had 
increaaoi  to  31,000  tnorgen.  The  entire  production  of 
the  proTincee  of  Brandenburg  and  Pomeraiiia  amounted, 
tair  ya«ri  ago,  to  173,045  eentner,  being  two  thinls  of  the 
totincGO  produced  in  all  the  Pronian  dominione.  It  has 
probnblj  increased  very  considerably  siuce,  under  the  pro* 
taction  of  the  duty  imposed  on  foreign  tobacco. 

The  discriminating  doty  on  foreign  manufaetursd  to- 
bacco encourages  the  home  fabrication,  which  has  been 
very  conskierably  increased  since  it  ceased  to  be  a  state 
monopoly,  which  wss  abolished  by  the  law  of  1828. 

The  duty  on  all  foreign  tobacco  encourages  the  cultiva- 
tion' of  native  tobacco  in  Prussia,  and  the  other  countries 
of  Germany  associated  with  her  in  the  commercial  union. 
Bat  the  native  tobacco  does  not  escape  taxation.  It  is 
^abjeeted  to  an  excise  duty,  which  is  assessed  and  collected 
per  morgen,  varying  in  the  rate  according  to  the  estimated 
quality  of  the  land. 

Previous  lo  the  establishment  of  the  commercial  union, 
there  was  no  excise  on  native  tobacco  in  Hesse  Cas- 
sel,  Bavaxia,  and  Wertemberg.  For  some  time  after  the 
union,  native  tobacco,  imported  from  those  states  into  others 
of  the  union,  was  suliject  lo  a  duty  of  two-thirds  of  a  tha- 
ler per  centner  f  but  now  the  system  is  rendered  uniform. 
The  planter  must  make  a  declaration  before  the  let  Joiyi 
ennually,  stating  the  situation  and  size  of  the  field  he  in- 
cendii  to  plant,  which  is  then  inspected  and  classed  acconl- 
ing  to  its  fertility  and  estimated  product 

The  first  class  pays  6^  thalers  per  morgen. 

The  second  dass  pays  4  4-12  thalers  per  morgen. 

The  third  class  pays  8|  thulere  per  morgen. 

The  fourth  class  pays  2|  thalers  per  morgen. 

I  have  already  suffieienUy  explained  in  my  former  com- 
monications  to  the  Department  how  the  nominal  duty  on 
foreign  raw  tobacco  of  five  and  a  half  thalers  per  centner 
is  augmented  in  effect,  so  as  to  amount  from  forty-six  to 
ninety-six  per  centum  on  the  original  value,  (i.  e.  cost,) 
according  to  the  different  qualities  of  the  commodity.  On 
ttemt  it  amonnU  to  much  more.  I  have  also  stated  how 
the  duty  operates  unfavorably  on  North  American  tobacco, 
for  want  of  a  discrimination  between  it  and  West  Indian 
tobacco,  which  costs  four  or  five  times  more. 

The  proportion  of  North  American  tobacco  which  is 
mixed  in  Prussia  with  the  miserable  inland  weed  is  about 
one.fiah.  In  other  parts,  where  less  native  tobacco  is 
grown,  the  proportion  must  be  greater,  perhaps  one-fourth. 

We  have,  therefore,  certainly  reason  to  compkiin  of  the 
doty  imposed  on  our  tobacco  in  Oermany. 

Upon  consulting  our  consul^i,  and  other  well-informed 
penons  engaged  in  trade,  I  find  some  diversity  of  opinion 
upon  the  utility  and  practicability  of  obtaining  a  reduction 
of  this  duty,  at  least  without  offering  some  equivalent  re- 
duction  of  duties  on  German  commodities  imported  into 
the  United  States. 

The  oMJority  of  practical  men  to  whom  I  have  address- 
€d  questions  on  this  subject,  are  of  opinion  that  the  first 
cost  of  North  American  tobacco  is  so  low  that  the  con- 
ramption  woo  id  not  be  materially  increased  by  any  reduc 
tion  of  duty  to  which  the  Prussian  Government  would 
probably  consent ;  and  that  the  difficulty  of  procuring  any 
iuch  reduction  must  be  very  much  enhsnced  by  the  fact 
of  the  tariff  of  duties  for  the  commercial  union  having  un- 
dergone revision  so  recently  ss  during  the  last  year.  They 
MAppose  that  Prussls,  having  encountered  so  much  opposi* 
lion  in  securing  an  arrangement  of  the  duties  favorable  to 
the  encouragement  of  her  own  domestic  industry,  would 
not  readily  yield  any  protective  duty  in  favor  of  her  own 
produce.  It  is  acknowledged  that  the  other  members  of 
cbe  union  might  be  more  easily  induced  to  consent  to  a 
xtduction  in  which  they  have  a  less  financial  interest ;  bat 

Vol.  XIV.— A  20 


inasmuch  as  the  present  tariff  was  seuled  by  the  Congress 

held  U»t  year  at  Munich  for  the  period  of  three  vears,  in- 
cluding 1837,  1S38,  1839,  it  would  bo  difficult  to  obtain 
tlte  consent  of  ail  the  associated  states  to  disturb  th%t  settle- 
ment, unless  as  the  result  of  a  negotiation  stipulating  ade- 
quate equivalento.  In  Prussia  the  revenue  is  so  nicely 
adjusted  to  the  expenditure,  that  the  bare  posaibrlity  of  loss 
on  a  reduction  in  any  branch  would  be  an  almost  insur- 
mountable obstacle  to  any  change,  especially  as  she  has 
already  been  a  very  considerable  loser  in  the  receipts  from 
the  customs,  whilst  all  the  other  sUtes  ol  the  union  have 
gained  in  the  pro  rata  distribution  of  the  nett  revenues^  the 
expenses  of  collection  befing  greatly  diminished  by  the  abo« 
lition  of  all  the  intermediate  custom-house  barriers. 

It  is  also  urged  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  all  the  to« 
bacco  produced  in  the  United  States  is  actually  consumed 
in  the  slates  of  Germany  included  in  the  commercial  union, 
which  also  affords  great  facility  for  the  transit  trade  in  that 
article  for  the  supply  of  the  Austrian  dominions  and  other 
countries  to  the  east. 

It  is  added  that  the  duty  imposed  by  the  Prussian  tariff 
on  tobacco  .is  vastly  less  than  that  imposed  on  the  samear- 
tide  in  Great  Briiain,  France,  and  Austria,  in  all  which 
countries  it  is  a  principal  object  of  revenue,  and  in  the  two 
last  a  Government  monopoly. 

These  considerations  certainly  present  serious  obstacles 
to  the  proposed  negotiation,  but  not  such  as  ought  to  in- 
duce us  to  abandon  the  attempt,  or  perhaps  to  despair  of 
ultimate  success. 

HENRY  WHEATON. 
The  Secritirt  of  State. 


Mr.  Davtzac  lo  Mr.  Forsyth.-^Exiracl. 

Leoatioit  op  the  U.  S.  A.  to  tub  NsTiERLAirns, 

The  Hague,  July  26,  1837. 
SiB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  despatch  of 
June  5th  lust,  together  with  the  report  of  a  select  commits 
tee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  relation  to  the  high 
foreign  duties  imposed  on  tobacco,  the  produce  of  the 
United  States.  I  will  hasten,  as  directed,  to  obtain  and  to 
transmit  to  the  Department  all  the  information  on  the  sub- 
ject which  I  may  think  of  interest  to  the  Government.  If 
I  discover,  either  in  the  tariff  or  customs  regulations  of  this 
kingdom,  any  enactment  bearing  on  our  tobacco  trade  more 
heavily  than  on  that  of  other  nations,  or  in  any  way  practi- 
cally injurious  to  our  citizens,  you  may  be  assured  that  I 
will,  without  further  instruction,  use  my  best  efforts  to  pro- 
cure their  modification. 

AUGUSTE  DAVEZAC. 

J0B2I  FoRSTTH^  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  U.  S.  of  America, 

No.  30. 

Mr.  Sleuenton  to  Mr,  Fortyth.-^Bxiraet. 

IjKOatiox  op  thb  U%itxd  Statks, 

London^  June  29,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
despatch  *<  number  20,"  under  date  of  the  1 1th  May,  trans- 
mitting the  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  upon  the  subject  of  our  tobacco  trade  with 
foreign  nations.  I  will  avail  myself  of  every  favorable  op- 
portunity of  fulfilling  the  wishes  of  the  President,  and 
pressing  the  subject  on  the  early  and  earnest  attention  of 
the  British  Government.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  state 
that,  before  the  receipt  of  your  communication,  I  had  an- 
ticipated the  measures  taken  in  Congress,  and  moved  in  the 
business.  * 

Knowing  the  value  and  importance  of  this  trads  to  al- 
most all  classes  of  our  citizens,  I  availed  myself  of  the  op- 
porttuiHy  afforded  by  the  applicatioli  of  the  merchants  and 
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manufactaffers  of  LiTerpool,  and  other  large  towns  in  Eng- 
land, for  a  reduction  of  the  duty,  to  second  these  efforts, 
and  urge  upon  the  ministry  the  impolicy  of  (he  existing 
system  upon  the  interest*  as  well  of  Great  Britain  as  of  the 
United  States. 

As  I  was  not  authorized  to  discuss,  officially,  the  subject, 
I  contented  myself  with  such  unofficial  reprepresentations 
a^  I  felt  jostifiod  in  making,  and  which  I  thought  calculated 
to  do  ^ocd.  I  regret,  however,  to  say  that  nothing  was 
done. 

In  several  interviews  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ez- 
rhequer  and  the  president  of  the  board  of  trade,  I  found 
they  were  unwilling  to  propose  any  change  to  Parliament, 
at  least  for  the  present  year.  Whatever  their  opinions 
were  as  to  the  beneficial  effects  that  were  likely  to  result 
from  a  reduction  of  the  present  high  duty,  it  is  quite  evi- 
dent that  they  were  not  willing  to  hazard  the  loss  to  the 
revenue  of  a  million,  the  first  year,  for  the  supposed  future 
benefit  which  had  been  relied  on  to  justify  the  change. 

Nothing  will  be  done  until  the  new  Parliament  assembles 
in  the  fall,  when  the  subject  will,  no  doubt,  again  be  brought 
forward  by  the  merchants  and  manufacturers,  and  pressed 
upon  the  Government. 

I  shall  in  the  mean  time  not  relax  my  eflbrts;  and  if  I 
find  it  expedient,  1  will,  in  the  couru  of  the  summer,  pre- 
sent to  Lord  Palmerston  an  official  communication  on  the 
subject,  so  as  to  enable  the  ministry,  if  they  are  disposed 
to  make  any  secoromendation  to  Parliament,  to  do  it  early  in 
the  scwion,  and,  at  the  same  time,  place  them  in  possession 
of  the  views  and  wishes  of  our  Government  on  the  subject. 

I  have  no  reason,  however,  to  flatter  myself  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  result  will  be  favorable,  at  least  for  the 
present. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  STEVENSON, 

JOHH  FoBSTTH,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Anderson  to  Mr,  Forsyth. — Extract. 

Pabis,  August  6,  1837. 

A  favorable  opportunity  presenting  itself  in  the  course  of 
our  conversation  for  introducing  the  subject  of  your  despatch 
No.  11,1  intimated  to  him  the  wishes  of  the  United  iStates, 
fend  expressed  a  confident  hope  that  the  liberal  spirit  of  his 
Majesty's  Government,  and  a  sense  of  the  mutual  interests 
of  the  United  Slates  and  France,  would  lead  to  a  roodifi- 
cation  of  the  system  under  which  tobacco  was  admitted 
into  this  country.  While  he  did  not  defend  the  Regie  on 
the  score  of  advantage,  and  admitted  expressly  that  he  was 
per^tonally  a  friend  to  the  liberty  of  commerce,  he  did  not 
give  me  reason  to  think  that  any  modification  of  the  French 
system  was  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  ANDERSON. 

SOUTH  SEA  EXPLORING  SQUADRON. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  the 
information  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Represfntaiivesofthe  4th  itistant,  in  relaiion  1o  the  de- 
tention of  the  sailing  of  the  exploring  squadron,  ^e. 
October  18,  1837.     Read^  and  iud  upon  the  table, 

Natt  Dkpahtmknt,  October  12,  1837. 
Sia:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  4th  instant,  directing  this  Department  to 
communicate  the  cause  of  the  detention  in  the  sailing  of 
the  exploring  squadron,  together  with  the  correspondence 
between  this  Department  and' The  commander  and  other 
officers  or  persons  who  are  n^w  or  have  been  at  any  time 
attached  to  that  services  and,  also,  to  report  what  amount 


of  the  ipprDpriation  made  by  Coogrets  for. thai purptMhi 

been  expended,  and  whether  an  additional  cum  will  sot  he 
required,  in  a  short  period,  to  carry  on  the  ezpcditioa,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  cause  of  the  deteotioa  of 
the  sailing  of  the  South  Sea  exploring  squadrao  will  i^ 
pear  by  the  measarcs  which  bate  necessarily  been  ado^ 
for  fitting  out  the  squadron,  as  stated  in  the  letter  sf  ite 
Commisaioners  of  the  Navy  of  the  6th  of  September,  \8Si, 
and  the  correspondence  therein  referred  to,  and  the  Ictin 
of  the  commissioneni  o(  the  9th  instant ;  copies  of  wfaidi 
are  hrrrunto  annexed. 

In  my  annual  report  of  the  3d  of  Decemlier  last,  I  tUki 
the  measures  that  had  been  then  adopted  forfiuingosttte 
squadron,  and  the  difficulty  of  recruiting  seamen  for  tbii 
service,  when  it  was  necessary  to  recruit  seaaieii  fot  tin 
Pacific,  the  Brazilian,  and  West  India  stationi. 

On  the  6th  of  February  last,  I  made  a  repoit  to  tb 
President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the  iofuni' 
tinn  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepmrBli> 
lives  of  the  3d  of  that  month,  in  relation  to  the  progna 
which  had  been  made  with  regard  to  the  exploring  fXfie- 
dition  authorized  by  Congress.  This  report  wassoboM 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  is  among  their  pritf> 
ed  documents  of  the  last  session.  No.  138.  Comintafa 
Tattnall,  on  his  return  from  a  cruise  to  the  coast  of  )kA 
CO,  in  the  Pionoer,  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  explcringi^Bi^ 
ron,  reported  so  unfavoraldy  of  her  sailing,  that  it  M 
deemed  proper  to  examine  into  her  condition,  at  well  n 
that  of  the  bark  Consort  and  schooner  Pilot;  which  ihn 
vessels  had  been  built  expressly  for  this  expedition,  tf^ 
the  two  latter  of  which  had  been  considered  as  infeiior  t» 
the  former  in  point  of  sailing. 

Commodore  Jones  was  instructed  to  make  an  eipen- 
mental  cruise  with  these  three  vessels,  which  beilid;  u^ 
on  his  return,  reported  favorably  of  their  sailing,  botn- 
commended  that  they  should  be  put  into  dry  deck  for  lb 
purpose  of  examination,  and  for  such  alterations  as  a  boiri 
of  officers  appointed  for  that  purpose  should  leeoranai 
Several  alterations  were  recommended,  and  aduptol  vilk* 
out  unneccfesary  delay. 

Notwithstanding  the  alterations  made  in  the  kImmIi 
Pilot,  there  was  a  want  of  confidence  in  bar  ssilbg ;aBJ* 
Commodore  Jones  was  desiroua  of  having  a  swifi^niiiV 
schooner  for  tliis  service,  he  was  authorizeii  to  pordan 
such  a  one,  should  he  deem  it  expedient,^  be  sulxtitilfli 
for  the  Pilot.  He  purchased  such  a  schooner,  wbicfa  h 
thinks  well  calculated  for  the  service,  and  which  isno«B 
New  York,  undergoing  some  necessary  alterations,  wkick 
can  soon  be  completed. 

On  the  1st  of  August  last,  Commodore  Jones  reqi"** 
that  the  cooking-galleys,  made  upon  a  new  plan,  fivNHt* 
ing  anthracite  coal,  with  which  his  veesels  had  beeo  f# 
nished,  might  be  replaced  by  others,  such  as  hadheretofiM 
been  used  in  the  navy.  The  new  galleys  have  b«nc«» 
atructed  with  all  possible  despatch  at  the  navy  yirditibk 
place:  the  last  of  which  was  sent  to  Norfolk  on  the  Slbi* 
slant,  so  that  it  is  probable  tl\ey  could  all*  Be  on  board  ibi 
proper  vessels  by  the  8ihi  on  which  day  it  was  tbeint» 
lion  of  Commodore  Jones  to  sail  with  bis  iqutdrun  fcr 
New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  hUetom,J^ 
ceiving  the  scientific  corps  of  the  expedition,  with  tbfjrn* 
struments  and  books,  and  for  the  purpose  of  adi^ptingnMaiil 
for  heating  the  vessels  when  in  cold  latitudes:  all«bicb« 
it  is  believed,  can  be  accompIiMbed  in  about  thraa  ****** 
When  the  board  of  officers  (Commodores  Chauaeeyt 
Morris,  Warrington,  Patterson,  and  Wsdswortb)  wart 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  baiia"'** 
neer  and  Consort  and  the  schooner  Pilot,  snd  th«wi'«** 
for  service  in  the  surveying  and  exploring  ejH'l^ 
they  were  also  instructed  to  inquire  whetlier  Ihia  wprfitij 
might  not  be  reduced  in  its  amount  of  %esael«  and aieosw 
advantage  to  the  country^  and  without  pci;judice  to  tba  M 
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0tw  of  Ibe  ezfiedHioDk  A  copy  of  th«  letter  of  ipetfactions 
to  tbe  cotaioiniooers,  and  their  report  of  the  13th  of  July, 
1837*  are  hereooto  annexed. 

In  addition  to  tho  earn  of  $150,000,  appropriated  by  the 
law  aothoriziog  Ibo  expedition,  the  further  earn  of  ^1 50»000i 
transferred  from  other  appropriatione,  by  aothority  of  the 
nine  law,  to  fitting  out  thie  expedition,  the  sum  of 
1346, 43V  was  embraced  in  the  eetimatee  for  tbe  year  1837, 
to  defray  the  current  expeoeeo  of  tbe  expedition  for  one 
year;  From  the  special  appropriation  and  transfer  above 
sUted,  amounting  to  $300,000,  there  has  been  paid  the 
ezpenee  of  building  and  equipping  the  Pioneer,  Consort, 
and  I^lot,  and  the  completion  of  the  store-ship  Relief,  for 
this  service,  as  also  the  cost  of  the  sohooner  Active,  pur- 
chaaed  by  Commodore  Jones  as  a  subetitute  for  the  Pilot, 
and  the  instruments  and  books  which  have  been  already 
collected.  About  $36,000  from  the  special  appropriation 
was  paid  for  provisions,  and  about  $24,000  has  been  paid 
or  alliHied  for  the  purchase  of  otlier  ariiclos  wanted  for  tbe 
expedition.  The  remainder  of  the  provisions  and  the  or- 
dinary sappliee  of  sea-storey  pay,  and  other  expenses,  have 
bean  taken  from  the  general  appropriations  for  the  navy. 
Tbe  estimatea  for  this  special  service  having  been  incorpo- 
atod  into  the  genera!  appropriations  for  the  navy,  no  special 
returns  have  been  received  of  (he  current  expenses  under 
the  heads  embraced  in  the  appropriation.  It  is  presumed 
that  a  fair  proportion  of  the  amount  estimated  for  tho  year 
has  been  expended  since  its  commencement  l^his  propor- 
tion woald  give,  up  to  tbe  Ist  instant,  $369,824  25» 
which,  added  to  the  amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury  to 
this  date,  $293,342  30,  gived  a  total  of  $653,166  65,  as 
the  expense  of  the  expedition  to  the  present  time,  aceord- 
iog  to  the  latest  returns  received. 

No  further  appropriations  will  be  wanted  for  the  present 
year  for  the  expedition.  But  appropriations  to  the  amount 
of$3i6y4;Jl  a  year  will  be  wanted  for  the  expedition  while 
it  will  be  absent  from  tho  United  States;  and  it  is  expected 
to  he  absent  three  years. 

A  statement  of  the  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of 
tbe  United  8tates  for  the  expedition,  made  by  the  Fourth 
Auditor,  amounting,  on  the  9ih  instant,  to  $278,342  80, 
to  which  is  to  be  added  $15,000  since  drawn,  making  the 
total  of  ^293,342  30,  is  hereunto  annexed. 

The  complement  of  ofiicers  for  the  expedition  is  not  yet 
complete,  ft  ife  believed,  however,  that  it  will  be  before 
the  vejeels  can  be  fully  prepared.  There  has  been  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services  of  a  sufficient  number  .of 
tbe  officers  wanted,  as  will  appear  by  the  list  of  those  order- 
ed, and  those  on  duty  ;  which  list  is  hereunto  annexed.    - 

The  corres|x>ndence  called  fur  is  so  voluminous  that  it 
could  not,  witli  the  present  number  of  clerks  in  this  De- 
partniant,  be  copied  during  this  session  of  Congress,  with- 
out impeding  the  indispensable  daily  business  now  depend- 
ing; but  tho  originals  will  bo  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentaiivee^  if  required,  or  will  be  copied  if  sufficient  time 
be  given. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient, 
bumble  servant,  MAHLON  DICKERSON. 

To  the  Hon.  Jaxrs  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  Hotue  of  Reprc9enteUivca. 

Navt  Coxmissiovers'  Office, 

September  5,  1836. 

8iit :  Tho  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  have  the  hon- 
or to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  inst. 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Ap  C.  Jones  to  you  of 
the  29th  ultimo. 

In  relation  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  raqaires  « that 
BO  apeciftcations  and  statements  be  required  of  Captain 
lonea  other  4han  such  as  commander  of  the  squadron  he 
Might  to  give,  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  that  the 


building  department  perform  the  duties  properly  belonging 
to  it,  and  upon  its  own  responsibility,*'  as  well  as  to  tbst 
part  of  Captain  Jones's  letter  which  refers  to  the  require- 
ments of  tbe  commissioners  upon  him,  the  board  beg 
leave,  respectfully,  to  offisr  the  fullowing  remarks : 

The  official  information  which  the  board  possess  re- 
specting the  objects  of  the  exploring  expedition,  the  vessela 
which  are  to  be  employed  upon  it,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  to  be  prepared,  is  comprised  in  the  act  of 
Congress  which  authorised  the  expedition :  a  letter  from 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  6th  July  last,  directing 
the  frigate  Macedonian  to  be  flntshed  and  fitted  for  sea 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  to  furnish  and  fit  her  with 
a  view  for  employment  on  the  South  Sea  exploring  expedi- 
tion ;  a  letter  of  the  7th  July,  1836,  directing  that  there  be 
built,  or  finished,  if  already  begun,  and  fitted  for  sea,  two 
brigs,  one  schooner,  and  one  store-ship,  for  the  South  Sea 
exploring  expedition:  a  letter  of  the  lOtb  July,  informing 
tho  board  that  the  above  vessels  were  to  be  built  and  fin- 
ished under  the  appropriation  for  the  exploring  expedition  : 
another  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  20th 
July,  directing  an  alteration  in  the  interior  arrangements 
of  tbe  Macedonian,  by  fitting  her  with  a  poop,  &c.,  dis- 
pensing with  a  portion  of  her  armament,  and  diminishing 
the  dimensions  of  the  masts,  yards,  sails,  rigging,  &c.,  if 
convenient;  this  letter  also  furniabed  the  dimenaions,  rig, 
and  armaments  of  tho  three  vessels  which  had  been  directed 
to  be  built  by  letter  of  7th  July,  and  stated  that  they  werS 
not  to  be  fitted  as  vessels  of  war:  one  other  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  25th  July,  referring  to  the 
previous  letters,  and  informing  the  board  that  these  letters 
contained  some  of  the  views  of  Captain  Jones,  who  was  to 
command  the  expedition,  and  stating  that  *<  it  will  bo 
proper  on  all  occasions  connected  with  this  special  service, 
when  not  inconsistent  w^lh  the  general  regulations,  for  the 
Commissioners  of  tho  Navy  to  accede  to  the  suggestions  of 
Captain  Jones." 

With  thi9  information,  and  under  these  instructions,  tbe 
action  of  the  board  has  been  as  follows:  On  the  6th  July 
the  board  directed  Commodore  Warrington  to  complete  the 
Macedonian  with  all  practicable  despatch,  as  will  be  seen 
by  tbe  copy  enclosed,  marked  A.  On  tbe  11th  July,  they 
wrote  letters  of  inquiry  to  the  commiuidants  of  the  yards  at 
Boston  and  New  York,  in  relation  to  their  ability  to  build 
the  brigs  and  schooner,  as  by  letter,  copy  marked  B. 
When  at  the  Norfolk  yard,  about  the  middle  of  July,  tbe 
board  verbally  reiterated  this  order  to  hasten  the  completion 
of  the  Macedonian ;  and,  to  expedite  it,  gavo  the  order  of  14th 
July  to  prepare  plank  in  W'ashington,  of  which  the  copy  is 
marked  C.  The  chief  naval  constructor  was  verbally  direct- 
ed to  prepare  draughts  and  building  instructions  for  the  ves- 
sels to  be  built,  and  for  the  internal  arrangements  of  them 
and  the  store-ship,  and  the  masts  and  spare  of  the  different 
vessels,  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  Captain  Jones,  who 
was  verbally  requested  by  the  board  to  give  bis  views  to 
the  constructor;  and  on  the  2 Ist  July,  the  commandants  at 
Boston  and  New  York  were  directed  to  make  preparations 
for  building.  On  iho  26th  July,  the  letters  were  written 
by  the  board,  of  which  the  original  of  copy  D  was  sent 
to  Commodore  Warrington;  of  copy  B  to  Commodore 
Downes;  of  F  to  Commodore  Barron;  G  to  Commo- 
dore Ridgely ;  and  H  to  Captain  Jones.  On  the  5th  Au- 
gust, a  letter  was  written  to  Commodore  Downes,  of  which 
copy  I  is  annexed ;  and  on  the  14th  August  to  Commodore 
Ridgely,  as  per  copy  K. 

On  the  1 8th  August  a  letter  was  received  from  Captain 
Jones,  of  which  the  copy  is  marked  L ;  and,  upon  this  let- 
ter, instructions  were  given  to  exclude  cotton  canvass  en- 
tirely from  the  sails  and  equipment  of  the  vessels ;  and  a 
copy  of  the  description  of  the  boats  furnished  by  Csptain 
Jones  was  sent  to  Commodore  Warrington,  with  instruc- 
tions to  conform  to  them.  As  the  terms  of  Captain  Jones's 
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letter  were  Veiy  general,  in  relation  to  both  qaantitiet  and 
qualities  of  the  articles  which  he  wished  provided,  and  as 
•everal  ot  these  were  not  such  as  are  usually  famished  to 
our  vessels  of  war,  the  board,  from  a  sincere  desire  that 
every  thing  should  be  provided  and  prepared  to  his  entire 
eatisfaction,  wrote  him,  on  the  SOth  August,  the  letter 
marked  M,  suggesting  a  course  which  to  them  seemed  best 
calculated  to  eflfect  that  object.  This  letter  seems  to  be 
thot  to  which  he  more  specially  refers  in  his  letter  to  you 
of  the  £9th  ultimo.  On  the  receipt  of  Captain  Jones's  let- 
ter of  the  32d  August,  copy  marked  N,  orders  were  im- 
mediately issued  to  arm  the  vessels  accordingly.  Having 
received  a  letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  navy 
yard  at  New  York,  of  which  O  is  a  copy.  Captain  Jonej 
was  furnished  with  a  copy  and  requested  to  give  the  in- 
formation asked ;  which  produced  a  reply,  dated  29th 
August,  of  which  a  copy  is  marked  P.  The  exhibit  re- 
ferred to  in  the  poetscript,  which  related  to  the  number  of 
men,  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  his 
ranction,  before  giving  further  orders  upon  the  subject; 
the  Secretary's  decision  was  received  on  the  3d  instant, 
with  other  information.  The  other,  relating  to  the  sails 
of  the  schooner,  was  transmitted,  with  orders  to  furnish 
them.  On  the  30ih  ultimo,  lettefs  were  written  to  the 
different  officers  where  the  vessels  for  this  expedition  are 
building,  of  which  copies  are  marked  Q.  On  the  31st  ul- 
timo a  letter,  copy  marked  R,  was  received  from  Captain 
Jones,  consenting  to  receive  certain  articles,  which  had 
been  made  from  cotton  canvass  before  the  orders  for  flax 
eenvass  had  been  received ;  and  another  letter  of  the  same 
date,  8,  proposing  to  chsnge  the  rig  of  the  vessels  first  or- 
dered as  brigs,  with  which  proposal  the  board  concurred, 
under  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  25th  July, 
and  gave  the  necessary  orders  accordingly. 

With  this  statement,  the  board  respectfully  submit  Ut 
your  decision,  and  that  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  should  it  be  necessary,  whether  **  their  requirements" 
upon  Captain  Jones,  *<uiKler  existing  circumstances, 
emanate  from  a  laudable  xeal  to  promote  the  public  ser- 
vice, or  any  other  consideration  ;*'  and  whether,  nuder  the 
instrurtions  of  the  25th  July,  and  the  ignorance  of  the 
board  as  to  the  particular  objects  proposed  by  the  expedi- 
tion, and  the  mode  of  attaining  them,  they  could  have 
adopted  measures  bettor  calculated  to  secure  the  equipment 
of  the  vessels  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  Cajitain 
Jones,  as  directed  by  your  letter  of  25th  July. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  JOHN  RODGERS. 

To  the  Hon.  Mahlozi  DicKsnsojr, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 

A. 
Nayx  CoMMissioREms^  Offick,  July  6,  1836. 

8ia :  You  will  proceed  to  complrtc  the  frigatA  Mace- 
donian, and  equip  her  for  sea  with  all  practicable  despatch. 
She  is  intended  to  form  one  of  the  vessels  for  the  exploring 
expedition,  and  as  additional  security  in  case  she  should 
get  aground,  you  will  cause  the  spaces  in  her  frame  to  be 
filled  up  from  the  keel  to  the  underside  of  the  berth-deck 
beams,  and  caulked,  so  as  to  make  that  part  of  the  frame 
water*  tight,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  removing  any 
of  the  planking  already  upon  her  bottom. 

The  board  expect  to  visit  the  yard  under  your  com- 
mand on  Saturday  next. 

Respectfully,  &c.  JOHN  RODGER8.  , 

Com.  Lawis  WARitiNsTosr, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer,  Narfulk,  Va. 

B. 
Navi  Coxhissidnkrh'  Offuk,  Ju/y  U,  1836. 
Si  a  :  Please  inform  the  board  as  early  as  practicable, 
whether  a  brig  and  schooner,  or  either,  and  which  can  be 


built  from  the  promiaenoua  Kve^oak  taariw,  or  frsn  mf 
moulded  timber  smalter  than  sloope,  in  the  yardaaiBr 
your  command,  and  to  what  appropriation  toch  tittbirbi> 
longs ;  and  whether  such  frame  timber  can  he  ptidiMd 
from  and  delivered  immediately  by  indtvidoals,  ind  si 
what  price,  if  it  ahovld  be  waMed. 

Respectfully,  dec.  JOHN  RODGERB. 

Com.  JoHV  OowvKs,  Bodon, 

Com.  Chablei  G.  Ridoblt,  New  York. 

C. 

Natt  GoMVissioiiBms'  Orrict, 
Norfolk,  Jufy  14,  18lt 

Sib  :  The  Macedonian,  building  at  this  van),  roqaia 
the  following  thicknesiies  of  yellow-pine  plank  lor  her 
decks,  viz  :  2  inches,  3^  inches,  4  j  inches,  6  indm,  laf 
6  inches;  and  they  have  not  the  stuffat  ^isysnlontof 
which  to  saw  it. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  sawing  of  thii  phik 
commenced  immediately,  taking  the  stocks  fromiBTOD 
hand  the  most  convenient,  using,  in  addition  to  tbceaiiDc, 
hand-sawyers,  if  it  will  accelerate  the  work,  and  ceodiD| 
the  sawed  plank  to  this  yard  as  faat  as  opporlooftici  M 
offisr.  The  qyantities  of  each  size  we  shall  give  jot  m 
our  return  to  Washington.  The  stocks  are  to  be  rrptid, 
and  the  whole  labor  of  sawing  them  is  to  be  paidentdf  (to 
appropriation  for  building  the  Macedonian. 

Respectfully,  dtc.  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Com.  D.  T.  Pattbbsott, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Waekington, 

D- 
Navt  Coxmissiovebs'  OrFict,  July  26,  1836. 

Str:  The  Macedonian  having  been  selected  for  dm  of 
the  vessels  to  be  employed  on  the  surveying  and  eiplonni 
expedition,  it  has  been  determined  to  alter  tlie  origiiii} pki 
for  the  interior  arrangement  of  that  ship,  so  far  u  the  aib- 
stilution  of  a  poop  cabin  for  the  commander,  in  lien  d)si 
usual  accommodations  on  the  gun-deck,  which  latter^ 
will  be  fitted  with  state-room?,  three  of  a  side,  for  tin 
accommodation  of  the  principals  of  the  scientific  dcptrt- 
nicnt,  to  be  capacious  and  so  constructed  as  to  adjcit  N4b 
air  and  light  freely  when  in  low  latitudes,  and  at  (he  sdm 
time  susceptible  of  being  converted  into  close  simI  wv" 
rooms  when  in  colder  regions.  The  two  aAer  end  one  if 
the  forward  guns,  on  each  side,  both  of  the  gun  and  ipv 
decks,  may  be  dispensed  with ;  and  if  the  inast«,  Tvd^ 
sails,  riggings,  &c.  are  not  yet  made  or  prepared,  eooe 
reduction  in  their  dimensions  might  be  desirably  ihooi^ 
not  indispensably  necessary,  but  no  change  to  be  aide  'n 
they  have  been  ebmpleted  or  much  advanced. 

Captain  T.  Ap  C.  Jones  has  been  designated  to^ 
mand  on  this  service ;  and  if  he  should  visit  the  jai 
under  your  command  whilst  this  vessel  is  boiidin(  <* 
equipping,  and  express  his  wishes  for  any  ipeetl  tf* 
raugements  or  modification  of  the  equipments,  boai^  or 
other  stores,  that  will  not  require  an  alteration  of  «eri 
already  completed,  you  will  adopt  his  suggertions;  « Jj 
is  the  wish  of  the  board  that  the  veaaels  may  befiuedenj 
supplied  as  nearly  to  bis  satisfaction  as  circunsUDcei  «ul 
permit. 

Respectfully,  &c.  JOHN  FOGEBS. 

Cora.  L.  WARBiJfoToif, 

Norfolk f  Virgifua. 

E. 
Navt  CoKHtssioKik's  Orrics,  July^^,  ^^• 
SiB  :  The  chief  naval  constructor  will  be  soon  directed 
to  report  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  »fld  pW' 
paring  the  moulds  for  two  brigs  intended  '"'  ***""^?!5 
and  exploring  expedition,  both  of  which  are  to  be  bwi 
and  equipped  at  the  yard  under  your  comaii«^  ^>"*  tw 
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leMt  pnctiMUe  iM^y,  and  you  wiU  employ  m  mmj  men 
upon  tliem  as  can  work  to  advantage^  in  prefetence  to 
woriuB^  on  any  otKer  vesieli.  He  wLU  carry  with  him  and 
foaw  with  you  the  necessary  buiMing  instruetiona  and  other 
direetkins  respecting  their  arrangement  and  equipment; 

Cnptain  T.  Ap  C.  Jones  has  been  designated  to  com- 
mand on  thin  anrWce^  and  if  he  should  visit  the  yard  under 
your  command  whilst  the  ▼oaeels  are  building  and  equip- 
ping, and  express  his  wishee  for  any  special  arrangements 
or  modificatton  of  the  equipments,  boats,  or  other  iiores^ 
that  will  not  require  an  alteration  of  work  already  com- 
pleted, you  will  adopt  his  suggestions ;  as  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  board  that  the  vessels  may  be  fitted  and  supplied  as 
nearly  to  his  satisfaction  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  expensea  are  to  be  charged  to  the  **  exploring  ezpe- 
dition,"  and  requis»itions  made  accordingly ;  an  accurate 
account  must  be  kept  of  all  articles  borrowed  from  other 
appropriations,  and  a  return  made  as  soon  as  completed, 
beeidee  the  quarterly  returns  required  by  the  existing  regu- 
lations. Respectfully,  d&o. 

JOHN  R0DG£R8. 

Com.  JoRir  Dowicu, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer ,  Boston, 

P. 
Navt  CoNnisaioyaas*  Of/ice,  Juli/  26,  1836. 

Sir  :  Capt.  T.  Ap  C.  Jones  has  been  designated  to 
command  the  surveying  and  exploring  expedition,  and  if 
he  should  visit  the  yard  under  your  command  whilst  the 
store  ship  ii  building  or  equipping,  and  express  his  wishes 
for  any  special  arrangement  or  modification  of  the  equip- 
ment, boats,  or  other  stores,  that  will  not  require  an  alter- 
ation of  work  already  completed,  you  will  adopt  his  sug- 
gestions ;  as  it  is  the  wish  of  the  board  that  the  vessels 
may  be  fitte<]  and  supplied  as  nearly  to  his  satisfaction  as 
circumstances  will  permit.         Respectfully,  dtc. 

JOHN  R0DGER8. 

Conv.  JA?fEs  BARnnir, 

Commanding  Nitval  Officer,  Philadelphia. 

0. 
I^AVT  CoNMissio^ixas'  OvricB,  July  26,  1S36. 

Sir  :  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  draught  and  building 

instructions  for  a  schooner  intended  for  the  surveying  and 

exploring  expedition,  which  you  will  have  built  and  equip* 

-pcd  at  the  yard  under  your  command  with  the  leaat  possible 

delay. 

Capt.  T.  Ap  G^  Jonos  has  been  designated  to  command 
on  this  service,  and  if  he  should  visit  the  yard  under  your 
command  whilst  the  schooner  is  building  or  equipping,  and 
express  his  wishes  for  any  special  arrangements,  boats  or 
other  stores,  that  will  not  require  an  alteralion  of  work 
already  completed,  you  will  adopt  his  suggestions ;  as  it 
is  the  wish  of  the  board  that  all  the  vessels  may  be  fitted 
out  and  supplied  as  nearly  to  his  satu*faction  as  circum- 
stances will  permit. 

The  exfienses  are  to  be  charged  to  <*  the  surveying  and 
exploring  expedition,"  and  requisitions  made  accordingly  ; 
an  accurate  account  mui*t  be  kept  of  all  articlee  borrowed 
from  other  appropriations,  and  a  return  made  as  soon  as 
compleled,  besides  the  quarterly  returns  required  by  the 
evicting  orders.  Respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  RODGBRS. 

Com.  CaAS.  G.  Ridoelt, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer,  New  York, 

H. 
Natx  GoMXisaioNERs'  OrFiCE,  July  26,  1836. 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  suggested  to  the 
Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  the  propriety  of  acceding 
to  your  wishes  on  ail  occasions  connected  with  the  sur- 
veying and  exploring  expedition,  which  you  have  been  sc- 


leeted  to  eemmand,  when  not  ineonaiateiit  with  the  ganeral 
regulationa.  They  have  lo  requeat  that  you  will  inform 
them,  as  early  as  practicable,  of  any  special  arrangements 
which  you -may  wish  in  the  construction,  internal  arrange-^ 
roents,  armaments,  and  equipment  of  the  vessels,  or  in 
their  atoresi  which  are  to  be  employed  on  that  service,  that 
instructions  may  be  given  in  time  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  changes  bereailer. 

Should  you  visit  the  navy  yards,  the  commandants  will 
be  directed  to  attend  to  your  direct  suggestions  respecting 
these  vessels,  when  they  will  not  require  alterations  of 
what  has  been  already  <?Qne.         Respectfully,  6cc. 

JOHN  R0UGER3. 

Capt.  T.  Af  G.  Johbk, 

Uniltd  Statu  Navy,  Washington. 

I. 
Navy  CoNMifsioHEns'  Office,  August  6,  1836. 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2 J  instant,  the  com- 
missioners have  to  inform  you  that  they  are  of  opinion  the 
two  exploring  brigs  had  better  have  tanks.  You  are,  how- 
ever, referred  to  Captain  Jones  upon  the  subject ;  also,  as 
to  the  quantity  of  water  ho  will  require  for  each.  In  case 
of  tanks  being  decided  on,  you  will  call  on  the  navy  agent 
to  have  them  made  on  the  best  terms  in  his  power,  taking 
care  to  have  them  ready  in  time,  so  as  to  prevent  any  delay 
on  llicir  account.  Respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Com.   JOHF  DOWNES, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer,  Boston, 

K, 
Natt  Cokxibsiorers'  Orricx,  August  II,  1836. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  in  relation 
to  the  armament,  Ac. ,  of  the  schooner  bulling  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  the  commissioners^  have  to  refer  you  to 
Capt.  T.  Ap  C.  Jones,  who  is  now,^or  shortly  will  be,  in 
New  York,  and  will  give  you  every  necesaary  information 
upon  the  subject  The  board  prefer  tanks  and  chain  cables, 
and  if,  after  consultation  with  Captain  Jones,  they  should  be 
decided  on,  you  will  call  on  the  navy  agent  to  procure 
them  on  the  best  terms  in  his  power. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.         JOHN  RODGERS. 
Com.  Chas.  G.  Ridoblt, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer,  New  York. 

h, 
PuiLAnELPHiA,  August  15,  1836. 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  26lh  July  reached  me  on  the  2d 
instant,  as  I  paased  through  Washington  on  my  way  to 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Bpston,  on  business  connect- 
ed with  the  South  Sea  surveying  and  exploring  expedition. 
The  instructions  which  the  commissioners  have  already 
given  in  relation  to  the  vessels  now  constructing  and  pre- 
paring for  the  aforesaid  voyage,  appear  to  me  to  embrace 
all  that  is  material  in  the  present  stage  of  building,  and  I 
am  happy  to  aay  that  the  work  U  progressing  at  the  several 
yards  whicli  I  have  visited  with  spirit  and  expedition. 

With  regard  to  outfit  and  supplies  of  every  kind,  it  is 
very  di>sirablo  that  they  should  be  of  the  very  best  in  every 
department,  and  especially  the  ground -tackle  (or  cacii  ves- 
sel, which  ought  to  have  at  Ici^t  onei  extra  anchor  and  cable, 
and  an  additional  supply  of  kedges  and  hawsers,  and  a 
large  stock  of  the  best  grass-rope  warps,  to  be  used  with 
floating  anchors. 

It  is  desirable  that  cotton  canvass  should  be  excluded  en- 
tirely  from  every  dopartiuent  in  this  expedition.  The  dan- 
ger of  spontaneous  combuation  is  too  great  even  to  justify 
its  safe  use  for  hammocks  and  bags  in  very  high  latitudes 
or  other  situations,  when  it  muat  often  happen,  with  every 
care  and  attention,  hammocks,  bags,  and  the  men*8  cloth- 
ing cannot  be  kept  dry  nor  freely  aired. 

The  prnviaionsy  of  course,  will  be  of.  tlie  be-t  quality. 
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and  pot  ap  in  the  best  manner  for  long  keeping,  eepeciatly' 
that  which  it  put  on  board  the  stor^^ihip.  Bread  and 
other  dry  provisions  might  be  kiln-dried,  and  ought  to  be 
packed  in  tight  ca^s  or  cases ;  a  portion  of  the  provisions 
might  consist  of  concentrated  soup,  of  preserved  fresh 
meats-osay  one-eighth  or  one-twelfth  part  of  the  whole ; 
the  spirits  and  vinegar  ought  to  be  of  the  highest  proof  and 
best  quality,  with  a  view  to  economy  in  space. 

The  galley  invented  by  Commodore  Baron  is,  I  think,  the 
best  I  have  e?er  seen,  and  I  desire  that  each  vessel  may  be 
supplied  With  one  of  that  kind. 

The  usual  supply  of  ready-made  sails  will  be  sufficient, 
but  canvass,  twine,  &c.  for  an  extra  suit,  comprising 
courses,  topsails,  topgallsnt-sails,  ami  ttorm-gaih,  will  be 
required  for  each  vessel ;  two  extra  boats  are  required  for 
the  store-ship,  and  I  should  wish  the  stern  and  quarter 
boats  of  the  Macedonian  to  be  constructed  differently  from 
those  usually  carrit?d  by  our  frigates ;  also,  a  supply  of  boat« 
builder's  lumber,  and  other  materials  fur  building  boats  will 
be  required. 

A  portion  of  the  slop-cluthing,  too,  gught  to  be  of  better 
quality  than  that  which  is  in  general  use  in  the  nnvy ;  aome- 
thing  more  impcrviotu  to  water^  more  durable,  and  of 
course  warmer,  will  be  necessary  wbile  exploring  in  bigh 
latitudes ;  water-^roo/  boots  and  caps  or  hats  ought  also  to 
be  added  to  the  list,  with  some  articles  of  gum-elastic  fabri- 
cation, such  as  boat*bag8,  life-preservers,  teRt<cover8,  6lc, 

Respectfully,  &c. 

THOS.  AP  C.JONES, 
Commander  of  the  South  Sea  Exp  fd it  ion. 

Com.  John  RonoEBs. 

M. 

Natt  CoMNiBsiONEas'  Officb,  itu^.  20, 1836. 

• 

Siii:  Your  letter  of  the  1 3th  instant  is  received.  The 
board  having  been  instructed  to  conform  to  your  wibhes  in 
the  equipment  of  the  vcfscIs  for  the  surveying  and  explo- 
ring expedition,  as  far  as  con«:istent  witii  the  general  rcgula- 
tion«,  and  being  desirous  of  carrying  these  instructions  into 
eflect  in  the  fullest  mariner,  they  request  that,  in  commu- 
nicating your  wishcii,  you  would  be  more  definite  than  in 
the  fetter  of  13th  instant. 

The  board  would  suggest,  as  the  course  least  liable  to 
misapprehension,  that  you  should  furniKh  distinct  requisi- 
tions, under  the  proper  heads,  for  all  the  articles  you  may 
wish,  and  tlie  places  where  you  may  wish  them  collected, 
and  particular  descriptions  of  such  as  vary  from  those  com- 
monly used  in  the  navy,  that  the  whole  m  ly  bo  forwarded 
to  the  respective  commandants,  and  prepared  in  Uue  sea- 
son. 

As  Commodore  Barron,  who  is  the  patentee,  may  not  bo 
able  to  furnish  galleys  of  Ins  make  for  all  the  vcsseU  by  the 
time  they  would  be  required,  the  board  would  suggest  that 
you  inform  them  for  which  you  would  prefer  ihcm  first,  in 
ca.«e  all  cannot  be  made. 

Commodore  Warrington  will  be  instructed  to  have  the 
boats  of  the  Macedonian  made  of  such  dimensions  anil 
conformably  (o  such  description  as  you  may  furnish  him 
with.  Respectfully,  &c. 

I.  CHAUNCEY. 

Copt.  T.  Ar  C.  Jones,  Waslungtoiu 

N. 
WASBiXGToy,  Auguit  22,  1836. 
Required  for  arming  the  schooner,  two  brigR,  and  the 
atore-ship,  building  for  the  South  Sea  surveying  and  explo- 
ring expedition,  the  following  described  ordnance,  viz: 
Six   12'  pound  gunnades  for  each  brig  buikiing  at  Boston, 
Six        do  do         for  the  ship  at  Philadelphia, 

Four  9  do  do        for  the  schooner  at  New  York. 

All  of  the  aforesaid  ^:un8  to  be  mounted  on  truck-travel- 


ling caniages,  an^*  io  be  fumirfied  with  the  usual  ttpfuHi' 
nances  ;  powder,  boU,  grape  and  canister  riiot  and  vria 

-Respectfully,  Ac. 

THOS.  AP  CATE8BY  J0NE8, 
Commander  of  the  Bxpe^im. 
To  the  PassTBRKT  of  the 

Board  of  Navy  Commiisionere. 

O. 

Navt  Yabd,  Naw  Yobk,  Attguii  t4, 183§. 

Gbntlsmcx:  Your  communication  of  the  32d  instat 
has  been  received,  in  which  you  direct  that  cotton  caoTai 
shall  not  be  used  in  the  equipment  of  the  exploring  ^tm] 
now  in  progress  of  construction  at  this  yard.  In  rrplj, 
permit  me  to  state  that  no  dcBnile  instructions  have  bea 
received,  eitlier  from  the  Navy  Board  or  from  Gaptab  T. 
A.  C.  Jonesi,  as  to  the  dimensions  of  spars,  the  rig  or 
ground  tackle,  the  cut  and  quantity  of  sails,  the  coDirm- 
pUtcd  number  of  her  crew,  the  arrangement  of  accomiM- 
dations,  sra-storcs,  &.c.  These  instroctions  are  neccswy, 
in  ord(*r  to  facilitate  the  equipment  of  the  vessel  which  will 
lie  ready  for  launching  by  the  25tb  of  next  month,  {^ 
tembcr.)  Respectfully,  &c. 

.  M.  C.  PERRY,  Commanding  ogictr. 

The  CoxMi8sioN£BSo/'/Ac  Navy,  Woihingian. 

P. 

NxAa  PnosezcT  Hill,  Visai^iA,  Ju^.  29, 1836. 

8i  H  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jotf 
letter  of  the  26th  instant,  compering  the  copy  of  ooe  ftoa 
Master  Commandant  M.  C.  Peny,  iiearing  date  ibe  Stik 
August. 

I  am  sorry  to  discover  by  Master  Commandant  Pen;'i 
letter,  a  want  of  candor  in  bis  communication  to  the  NiT]r 
Board.    Had  Captaiu  Perry  have  felt,  or  in  any  wajotii- 
ifcsted  a  tithe  of  the  zeal  displayed  by  the  ofTjcertoTtbi 
Philadelphia  and  Charleston  navy  yards  for  the  sDce(a< «f 
the  South  Sea  exploring  expedition,  ox  bad  he  accoidcd  to 
me  the  ordinary  civilities  which  I  have  been  accustomd  to 
receive  on  ail  former  occasions,  at  the  New  York  iwl  <ll 
other  navy  yards  which   I  have  ever  visited  on  dutj,  1m 
would  have  known  that  Mr.  Hart,  the  naval  coDstrudortf 
New  York  navy  yard,  presented  to  me,  on  the  12ih<]sjof 
August,  ill  said  yard,  the  draught  of  a  schoener^s  mari^ 
yards,  and  principal  sails,  which  he  said  were  iulendrd  ^ 
a  schooner  of  about  120  tons,  (the  only  vessel  buildiogit 
that  yard  for  tho  exploring  expedition,)  which  djaugfaii  iftc 
examination  and  consultation  with  Mr.  Hart^  and  in  th« 
presence  of  Lieutenant  Hudson,  of  the  navy,  was  aiiopted 
by  me,  after  suggesting  several  alterations,  such  as  sboit* 
ening  the  topsail  and  topgallant  yards,  reducing  tb«  hoist 
of  the  topsail,  raking  the  masts,  and  stewing  the  bowtpnt 
more ;  substituting  a  lug  for  a  boom- foresail,  &&,  wbicli 
modified  draught  I  requested  Mr.  Hart  to  adopt,  unlea 
otherwise  directed  by   the  Navy  Commisfionors.    Mastff 
Commandant  Perry  ought  also  to  have  known  tbatCoDDs- 
dore  Ridgely,  in  my  presence,  ordered  the  master •mastoM' 
ker  to- break  the  workmen  off  from  the  Obio*t  spars,  soil  i<) 
go  immediately  to  work  on  the  exploring  schooners;  ao^ 
finally,  on  taking  leave  of  Commodore  Ridgely,  viibwhoM 

I  had  freely  conferred  in  relation  to  the  vessel  buildiflg  <ii^^ 
his  immediate  command,  and  who  I  found  well  dis}>o«<il0 
further  all  my  wishes  as  well  as  the  wishes  of  the  (lovcro- 
mcnt,  I  expressed  my  hojie  and  desire  that  be  woaUM<^* 
cise  his  own  judgment  in  all  things  not  specially  orderw 
in  relation  to  the  schooner  building  in  the  yanl  amier  hM 
command,  and  to  do  with  her  as  be  would  do  vfK  ha 
going  to  command  her  himself;  and  at  the  raioetineiu' 
forming  him  that  as  soon  as  I  returned  to  WashiogtMt,  i 
hoped  to  have  the  commander  and  forward  oilio0rs»  at  lea^> 
appointed  to  all  the  vessels  building,  iu  order  that  those  who 
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U9  to  eomniHid  ooiglit  hftve  aame  voica  in  plutning  the 
•ntehor  airaDgemeDts  c4  tha  vessek,  and  beiog  on  the  spot 
with  their  boatswains,  gunners,  carpenters,  dec.,  could  the 
more  readily  cause  all  necessary  requisittons  to  be  made, 
and  s«e  that  they  wore  properly  oomplied  with;  but  not* 
withstanding  my  earnest  and  repeated  solicitations  upon  the 
subject,  the  hoaerablo  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  refused, 
and  aiili  refuses,  to  make  the  appointments  so  much  needed, 
and  I  know  of  no  remedy  in  this  case,  if  the  officers  of  the 
navy  yards  withhold  a  willing  aid ;  for  it  is  manifest  that 
no  hiimaa  heing^  not  endowed  with  omnipresence,  can  su- 
perintend in  detail  the  building  and  equipping  of  five  ves- 
aels  at  four  different  stations,  the  extremes  uf  which  are 
seven  hundred  miles  spart. 

In  my  early  conmanicstions  with  the  Navy  Department, 
after  I  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  exploring  ex* 
fed  it  ion,  I  adverted  to  the  number  uf  officers  to  be  pro- 
vided fur ;  and  in  the  memorandum  I  furnished  the  naval 
conBimctor,  (as  requested  by  the  navy  board,)  dated  22d, 
J«ly»  the  following  paragraph  will  Ite  found  .*  **  Of  officers 
there  wUl  probably  be  no  more  than  tight  for  each  brig 
and  six  for  t/u  echfjontr^  of  the  grades  which  usually  oc* 
£upy  the  cabin,  wardroom,  and  steerage,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  accommodate  them  afU  in  one  cabin.  The  warrant  and 
I»ettj  eflSeers  will^  I  suppose,  in  number  and  grades  be  the 
same  as  is  allowed  te  similar  vessels  in  the  regular  service, 
but  the  number  of  privates  will  be  considerably  reduced." 

The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  board 
on  the  i5th  instant,  is  expressive  of  my  general  views  with 
re^anl  to  outfit  and  supplies,  which,-  together  with  some 
nore  specific  requisitions  previously  made,  appear  te  me 
to  lie  auffieientiy  definite  for  the  guidance  of  all  in- 
trusted with  the  building  and  equipping  of  the  vessels  des- 
tined for  the  South  Sea  surveying  and  exploring  expedition ; 
hut  if  th^  mre  not,  I  ean  ooly  ssy  that  the  public  interest 
must  sul&r  until  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shsD 
think  proper  to  accord  me  the  necessary  aid,  by  app<nnting 
4he  officers  I  have  so  urgently  asked  for. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  8cc. 

THOS.  AP  CATBSBY  JONES, 
Comnumder  of  the  &  S.  Expedition* 

P.  8.  Enclosed  is  a  paper  marked  A,  exhibiting  the 
eonteoiplaited  number  and  arrangement  of  the  officers  and 
men  to  be  employed  in  the  exploring  expedition.  T  need 
hardly  add  that  the  quantity  of  water,  provisions,  and  other 
fltores,  might  be  governed  almost  entirely  by  the  vessePs 
eapaaty  for  carrying.  I  aliso  enclose  an  inventory  of  the 
•aits  required  for  the  schooner  building  at  New  Yrrk. 

THOS.   AP  C.  JONES. 

The  PnsBiDEirT  of  the 

Board  of  Navy  Commissioners. 

Q. 
Natt  CoMMissioNRns'  Oppigk,  August  30,  1836. 
Sin:  By  the  particular  requestor  Captain  Jones,  the 
brigs  building  at  the  yard  under  your  command,  for  the 
exploring  expedition,  are  not  to  be  salted. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

I.  CHAIJNCEY. 
Crtm.  Jnair  Downks,  Boston. 
Com.  Cuarlkji  G.  Ridoklt,  New  York — schooner. 
Coin.  Jamks  Barro5,  Philadelphia — store-ship. 
Com.  L.  Warbixgton»  NorfoUc — Macedonian. 

R. 
Near  Paospict  Hill,  Virginia,  Augusl^l^  1836. 

Siv :  Your  two,  letters  of  yesterday's  date,  eovering  com- 
munications -  from  Commodores  Warrington  and  Downes, 
apon  the  subject  of  cotton  canvass,  and  from  the  former 
ill  relation  to  the  Macedonian's  quarter-boats,  have  this 
iAmj  been  received.  ' 


With  regard  to  the  boata  in  question,  I  have  no  dran^bt 
of  the  Macedonian,  nor  of  the  boats  she  hitherto  carried. 
I  gave  the  distance  between  the  davits  as  the  data- by 
which  to  determine  the  length  of  the  boats,  so  as  to  leava 
the  commandant  of  the  yard,  as  well  as  the  iMwt-buiUer, 
full  scope,  if  the  davits  were  not  fitted,  and  if  they  were» 
then  to  fit  the  Iwata  to  the  davits.  Perhaps  Commodore 
Warrington  will  better  understand  my  meaning  when  I 
say  that  the  boats  aro  to  be  six -oared  boats,  single  banked, 
with  good  roomy  stern  and  head  sheets,  and  I  suppose 
about  ifix  or  eight  and  twenty  feet  long,  as  they  are  to  be 
sharp  at  each  end. 

In  relation  to  the  colbm. canvass,  .1  conceive  the  danger 
ol  spontaneous  combustion  loo  imminent  to  justify  its  use 
in  any  sails  or  other  articles  that  have  to  lie  stowed  in  a 
sail-room  or  other  place  liable  to  heat  and  moisture,  and  it 
was  for  that  reawn  alone  that  I  requested  its  use  to  be  dia« 
pensed  with  on  board  the  exploring  vessels.  The  ham- 
mock clothes  and  covers  named  by  Commodore  Downes, 
need  not  be  substituted  by  others  of  flax,  as,  from  their 
constant  exposure  in  open  air,  and  their  not  being  liable  to 
1m>  thrown  in  a  mass,  as  awnings,  sails,  and  even  ham- 
mocks and  bags  sometimes.unavoidably  are,  and  often,  to<i^ 
containing  damp  bedding  and  clothes,  which  would  be 
certain  to  ignite,  (sometimes  in  the  course  of  a  very  few 
hours,)  the  fatal  consequences  oi  which  csnnot  be  too 
studiously  guarded  against.  I,  therefore,  respectfully  re* 
quest,  that,  with  the  exception  above  n)|ide  in  fiivor  of  the 
hammock  clothes  and  sail  covers  named  by  Commodora 
Downes,  flax  canvass  may  be  excluded,  aa  before  sug^ 
gested.         I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

THOMAS  AP  CATBSBY  JONES. 

To  the  Pbesisiwt  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners* 

S. 
W^SHXNOTOir,  August  31,  1836. 

Stm :  I  did  myself  the  honor  this  dsy  to  lay  before  the 
board  the  draught  of  a  twrk  rig,  as  suggested  by  Commo- 
dore Downes,  as  a  substitute  for  the  brig,  viz :  for  the  two 
exploring  vessels  building  at  the  Boston  navy  yard.  If 
the  proposed  alteration  meets  the  approbation  of  the  board, 
I  respectfully  request  that  the  necessary  orders  m\y  be 
given  to  Commodore  Downes. 

I  am,  &c.     THOMAS  AP  CATB^Y  JONES, 

Commander  of  the  South  Sea  Fxpedition. 

To  the  pRXSiDxwTo^/Ae  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners, 

Navt  Coxxissioirxiis'  Omcx, 
September  IB,  1836. 

Sib:  As  one  of  the  letters  from  Captain  T.  A.  C. 
Jones  to  the  board,  in  relation  to  the  exploring  expedition, 
of  which  copies  have  been  sent  to  you,  referred  to  the  con- 
duct of  Master  Commander  M.  C.  Perry,  the  board  con- 
sider it  but  proper  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  copies  of 
communications  from  that  officer,  which  relate  to  the  let- 
ter  from  Captain  Jones. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  Mahlon  Dickxbson^ 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Navt  Yard,  New  Yobk,  September  7,  1836. 

Gextlkmkk  :  i  have  attentively  perused  an  extract  of  a 
comtnunication  bearing  date  the  29th  ultimo,  addresacd  by 
Captain  Thomas  Ap  C.  Jones  to  the  Navy  Commission- 
ers, in  which  tliat  officer  has  thought  proper  to  constitute 
himself  a  judge  of  my  motives  and  actions,  and  to  charge 
me  with  a  want  of  zeal  in  the  success  of  the  contemplated 
South  Sea  exploring  expedition,  and  a  lack  of  civility  to 
him  on  the  occasion  of  his  recent  visit  to  this  navy  yard. 
.This  eiStraKt  having,  beau  officially  eommunicated  to  Cum* 
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SoiUk  Sea  Ea^fhring  Sguadnon, 


modqr*  Ridgely,  it  came  in  coarse  to  my  nottoe,  tlMrtfby 
seearifig  to  roe  the  right,  an  it  iinpoiei  upon  me  a  duty, 
of  replying  to  the  extraordinary  and  unwarranted  asper* 
■ions  which  it  contain*. 

Captain  Jouee  is  mietaken  when  he  atates  that  I  am 
deficient  in  zeal  for  the  succeas  of  the  expedition :  nor  e^n 
I  conoeiire  by  what  autliority  he  establiahee  inch  opinion, 
for  I  do  not  recollect  ever  to  have  exchanged  a  word  with 
him  upon  the  subject.  He  could  not  surely  have  judged 
from  my  attention  to  the  schooner  now  building ;  far, 
when  he  was  at  the  yard,  her  keel  was  ju»l  laid,  and  she 
i»  still  in  the  hands  of  the  constructor;  and,  what  is  more, 
with  the  necessary  instructions,  she  can  be  fitted  for  sea 
in  a  week  after  she  is  off  the  stocks ;  therefore,  no  evidence 
of  a  want  of  zeal  can  be  deduced  from  this  source,  and  at 
this  establishment  we  have,  as  yet,  no  further  connexion 
with  the  exploring  expedition. 

I  am  equally  at  a  loss  to  account  for  his  assertion  that  I 
was  wanting  in  those  marks  of  respect  due  to  him  as  a 
superior  officer,  visiting  the  yard  on  duty.  I  am  utterly 
unconscious  of  such  impropriety.  That  I  addressed  him 
respectfully  I  am  quite  certain ;  perhaps  not  as  cordially  as 
be  might  have  expected. 

Having  fulfilled  all  the  obligations  due  by  me  to  Cap- 
tain Jones  as  an  officer,  I  had  a  right  to  regulate  the  ex- 
tent of  cordiality  with  which  I  greeted  him  as  an  individ- 
ual ;  a  privilege  I  shall  ever  exerdse  in  my  intercourse 
with  others.  But  it  was  not  my  province  to  confer  witii 
Captain  Jones,  m  reference  to  the  duties  .which  brought 
him  to  the  yard  :  Commodore  Ridgley  was  here,  and  of 
course  director  and  superintendent  of  all  the  operations  of 
the  establishment.  Whatever  communication  passed  be- 
tween these  officers  in  regazd  to  the  schooner,  it  was  not 
for  me  to  know.  It  was  only  necessary  for  me  to  execute 
the  orders  received  from  my  immediate  commander,  leav- 
ing him  to  judge  of  the  zeal  with  which  I  fulfilled  them. 

As  this  is  a  grave  charge  made  against  me  by  Captain 
Jones,  I  may  be  excused  for  entering  into  a  history  of  the 
transactions.  A  communication  from  your  office  directed 
that,  in  the  equipment  of  the  exploring  vessel,  the  sug- 
gestions, and  instructions  of  Captain  Jones  should  be  ex- 
clusively attended  to ;  and  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  pre- 
cisely similar  to  mine,  made  by  Commodore  Ridgely,  da- 
ted August  9ih,  of  which  the  enclosed  are  copies,  you 
again  refer  to  Captain  Jones's  remarking,  in  substance, 
that  he  was  then  or  shortly  would  be  in  New  York,  and 
would  furnish  all  the  necessary  information  on  the  subject. 
When  the  reply  to  this  communication  was  received,  he 
had,  as  I  understood,  left  New  York  on  his  return  to  the 
South ;  and  knowing,  fts  I  did,  as  tho  then  commanding 
officer,  (Commodore  Ridgely  being  absent,)  that  no  definite 
instructions  had  been  received — I  say  definite  according  to 
my  sense  of  the  word — it  was  my  duty  to  communicate  the 
fact  for  your  information.  The  verbal  instructions  given 
to  Mr.  Hart  by  Captain  Jones  were  unofficial,  as  they  did 
not  come  through  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  and  al- 
though they  were  made  known  to  the  latter  some  days 
after  the  departure  of  Captain  Jones,  and  to  me  at  the 
same  time,  they  were  considered  indejiniie,  and  simply 
explanatory  suggestions  to  Mr.  Hart,  preparatory  to  the 
transmission  of  written  instructions,  which  were  asked  for 
in  the  communication  of  Commodore  Ridgely  on  the  9th, 
as  in  mine  of  the  24th  August. 

The  orders  of  the  Navy  Commissioners  to  adhere  solely 
to  the  suggestions  of  Captain  Jones,  gave  to  him  the  right 
to  direct  all  the  detail,  thus  taking  from  its  usual  channel 
the  eatablisbed  course  of  business,  and  intposingon  Ca|>- 
lain  Jones  the  responsibilities  of  the  mode  of  equipment 
and  outfit;  responsibilitios  the  more  serious,  as  the  vessel 
was  to  be  employed  on  a  aervtoe  highly  important:  tfaere- 
fo?e,  to  prevent  collision  and  misunderstanding,  it  was  but 
fair  tb«t»  in  proposing  tfatse  suggeslione,  th«7  should  be 


preseotsd  in  a  form  to  conatitula  a  suitable  vooehn  for  tb 
^mmandant  of  the  yard  in  departing  from  the  wtiHiArf 
course  of  duty.  No  written  suggestion  had  then  cosKto 
my  notice  as  commanding  otiiccr,  nor  instnictism  Ina 
Commodore  Ridgely  when  he  was  present,  except  in  re* 
gard  to  the  tanks,  theboats^  and  gums  in  the  fxeeaun^f 
which  not  a  moment  was  loat,  and  even  at  this  mooMt 
there  are  no  definite  instructions  as  to  many  of  the  poioti 
of  inquiry. 

The  position  assumed  by  me  will,  I  am  suic,  be  pro- 
nounced by  the  Navy  Department,  the  navy  boscd,  ni 
my  immediate  commander,  as  correct :  that  is,  sf  con- 
manding  officer  in  the  absence  of  Commodore  Ridgely,  mt 
to  execute  ordera  unofficially  or  indefinitely  pre«eiiteil,iDd 
during  his  presence  on  the  station,  to  expect  irotroctifla 
only  from  him.  Commodore  Ridgely  is  in  the  dtily  nd 
hourly  superintendence  of  all  the  dutiea  of  the  ytr^  uid 
nothing  of  any  importance  is  done  without  his  kiiowMg»; 
and  this  renders  it  the  more  extraordinary  that  I  sbooM  bs 
charged  with  a  want  of  leal  in  the  equipment  of  ibr  tn* 

Eloring  vessel,  when  the  person  so  accusing  me  cooM  bM 
ad  no  knowledge  of  the  -nature  of  my  instructieoi  fiM 
the  commandant  of  the  yard,  or  the  manner  of  aiy  fulfil* 
ling  suoh  instructions. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  express  my  regret  that  Ciptun 
Jones  should  have  thus  wantonly  drawn  me  intoanp^ 
extrvmely  repugnant  to  my  general  character  and  di^fMB- 
tion.  I  should  have  lieen  wanting,  however,  io  das  n- 
spect  for  myself  to  have  submitted  quietly  to  tbsse  tf|M- 
sions;  yet  4i  sense  of  respect  for  you,  gentlemen,  lodtht 
discipline  of  the  service,  admonish  me  to  repress  the  iodif* 
nant  feelings  which  naturally  preaent  tbemaelves  whea  r»' 
fleeting;. on  the  tenor  of  this  unprovoked  attack. 

As  I  have  been  favored  with  the  perusal  of  that  port  ^ 
the  communication  of  Captain  Jones  which  aliodss  t«  bm^ 
I  respectfully  suggest  that  justice  to  him  aothorisss  the  n* 
quest  that  he  may  be  furniahed  with  a  copy  of  this. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  foregoing  eemmi- 
cation  has  been  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  Commodon 
Ridgely,  in  order  that  be  might  be  satisfied  of  the  eontd- 
ness  of  its  detail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  dec. 

M.  C.  PEBRT. 

To  the  CoMKisaioHBis  of  the  Navjf, 

Natt  Yabb,  NxW  Yobk, 

Auguat  9,  laai. 

OxyTtxjrxw :  For  (be  schooner  building  at  thiiyif* 
for  the  **  surveying  and  exploring  expedition,"  ihefolto*' 
ing  information  is  required,  viz : 

Her  armament.* 

Dimensions  of  spars. 

Particular  rig. 

Boats  and  their  sizes.  * 

Cut  of  sails,  6ic, 

Water-tMnks  or  casks.* 

Cables,  (chain  or  hemp,)  number,  length,  ^ttdtiu,^ 
where  to  be  procured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

O.  J.  RIDGELT. 

To  the  CoMMissxo^xns  ofihe  Kavt/. 

Unitxd  Statss  Natx  Yasb, 

New  York,  August  24,  1836. 

Gkvtlsxkh  :  Your  communication  of  the  S3d  wf^^ 
has  been  received,  in  which  you  direct  that  oouon  ^^^ 
shall  not  be  uaed  in  the  equipment  of  the  exploriof 
now  in  progress  of  construction  at  this  yard. 


»  Oiaiued  in  my  leuer,  instruciioDs  haviuc  been  tfcm^J^^ 
quently  to  ihe  d&ie  of  ihe  abbvsletter.—AVfe  *y  Jtf  C  ^.  a^pw'w'^ 
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Shuith  Sea  B9pkfi0^  Squadnm. 


[S6tii  Coirs.  Itt  8se«i 


In  T»plT»  permit  m*  to  itate  dial  no  deflnito  imtraetioiif 
koto  been  reeetved  either  from  the  oevj  boerd»  or  from 
Captain  T.  A.  C.  Jonee,  as  to  the  dimeniiont  of  span, 
te  riff  or  ffioand-tackle,  the  cut  and  qoanlity  of  aaile,  the 
eontemplaMd  Dumber  of  the  crew,  the  arrangement  of  ae- 
imoaaiioi 


niM,  eea-etoresy  dtc. 
Theee  instmetioDs  are  neceisary,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  cqiiipment  of  the  veeeel,  which  will  be  readj  lor  launch- 
tog  by  the  25th  of  next  month. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  &c. 
•  M.  C.  P£RRY,   Commanding  officer. 

To  the  Cosmisftioarxne  of  the  Navy,  WaMngton. 

PIavt  CoxxifftioHiBH'  OrricE, 

October  9,  1837. 

8t& :  The  board  of  navy  commieeionert  have  the  honor 
lo  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  In- 
fftant,  oovoring  a  reoolutton  of  the  Houee  of  Repreeenta- 
tivea  of  the  4tb  Instant,  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  the  da* 
lention  of  the  exploring  squadron,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and  in  conformity  with  your  instructions^  respectifully  sub- 
mit the  following  statement. 

On  tbe  6ih  September  1836,  the  board  had  occasion  to 
report  to  you,  in  detail,  tbe  measures  which  had  been 
adopted,  in  relation  to  the  preparation  of  this  squadron,  up 
to  the  81st  August,  1836,  and  enclosed  copiee  of  letters 
and  papers^  lettered  from  A  to  8.  With  a  view  of  saving 
timo^  in  presenting  this  report,  the  boanl  beg  leave  respect- 
lUlj  to  refer  to  that  communication  and  its  enclosures,  as 
a  |M»t  of  their  present  answer,  for  their  proeeedinga  to  tbe 
31et  August,  1886. 

On  the  3d  September,  1836,  the  board  sent  to  the  com- 
mandant at  New  York  an  extract  from  a  letter  received 
Irom  Commodore  Junee  of  the  S9th  August,  in  relation  to 
infbnnation  which  bad  been  asked  by  Captain  Perry  on  the 
84th  Aognst,  when  temporarily  in  command,  by  the  ab- 
aaaco  of  Commodore  Ridgely. 

Captain  Perry  forwarded  a  communication  to  this  board, 
in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Commodore  Jones»  a  copy  oi 
which  was  transmitted  to  you  by  the  board  on  the  i6th 
3apComber,  1886,  to  which  copy  the  board  respectfully  re- 
§oe  iot  its  contents. 

The  propositions  of  Commodore  Jones  for  the  number  of 
men  for  the  diflerent  vessels  having  leceived  your  sanction, 
scbcdolas  were  sent  on  the  6th  September,  1836,  to  the 
commaodaats  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Norfolk,  for  their 
inlbrmation  and  guidance  in  preparing  the  vessels. 

On  the  16th  September,  Commodore  Barron  was  author- 
iaod  to  borrow  tanks  from  appropriations  for  the  Relief,  and 
replaca  them  from  appropriations  for  the  exploring  ezpedi- 
tioo. 

On  tbe  17th  October,  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Commo- 
dore Barron,  informing  the  board  of  unusually  large  requi* 
aitions  for  Isathsr  for  the  store*  ship  Relief,  the  board  in- 
loniied  him  that  **alihoogh  the  board  consider  that  the 
quantity  of  leather  required  for  the  store-ship  is  greater 
than  would  be  necessary  for  any  service,  yet,  as  the  Sec- 
iwtocy  of  the  Navy  has  suggested  that  the  wishes  of  Cap- 
tain Jones  in  relation  to  the  equipment  of  the  exploring 
veaaels  should  be  complied  with,  you  will  furnish  all  arti- 
eiaa  inquired  under  the  authority  of  Captain  Jones,  unless 
otherwise  instructed  by  the  board." 

On  the  19th  October,  1836,  the  board  directed  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Boston  to  launch  the  two  barks,  and  to 
equip  them,  ea  early  as  possible. 

On  the  81st  October,  1836,  the  l»oard  informed  you  of 
tho  application  of  Commodore  Barron  for  some  officers  to 
take  charge  of  the  store-ship  Relief;  and  that  the  two  barks 
nod  the  sehooner  were  or  would  be  soon  launched,  and  re- 
•poetfully  aoggsstsd  **  that  officers  and  men  be  provided 
#nffly  lor  all  the  vasseli  foraung  the  explorinf  expedition,  and 
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tikat  the  vusmIs  be  ordered  to  Norfolk  ae  early  as  they  ean 
proceed  thither,  where  they  will  be  safe  from  ice,  and  can 
be  more  conTeniently  equipped  for  the  intended  senriee." 

The  board  having  received  a  letter  from  Commodore 
Jonee  of  81st  October,  1886,  assigning  ss  a  reason  for  de- 
laying to  furnish  information  which  had  been  asked  for  by 
Commodore  Barron,  that  his  continuance  in  command  oif 
the  squadron  was  so  equivocal  at  that  time  as  to  render  it 
(f/^uktful  wliether  he  could  exercise  any  further  control 
over  the  outfits  of  the  squadron  with  due  reepect  to  the  Seo- 
retary  of  the  Navy,  they  transmitted  a  copy  oi  the  same  to 
you,  and  requested  your  further  instructions. 

On  the  6th  November,  the  board  notified  you  that  tha 
appropriation  of  $160,000  for  this  expedition  was  nearly 
exhausted,  and  they  requested  your  attention  to  obtain  the 
transfer,  by  the  President,  uf  the  #160,000  which,  by  law, 
he  was  authorised  to  make  for  this  service,  from  any  othet 
funds  belonging  to  the  navy. 

Commodore  Jones,  on  the  ISih  November,  1836,  for* 
warded  to  the  board  requisitions  for  twelve  months'  supply 
of  provisions  for  the  exploring  expedition,  and  stated  im 
wishes  in  relation  to  their  quality,  age,  and  mode  of  padl* 
ing.  Aa  aome  of  these  requeeU  were  not  in  conformity 
wHh  the  general  arrangements  of  the  aerrice,  n  oopy  was 
tnnsmitted  to  you  on  the  14tb,  and  your  instructions  re* 
quested.  Upon  your  verbal  sanction,  ordere  were  issued 
by  the  board,  on  the  same  day,  to  the  commandants  at 
Boston,  New  York,  and*  Norfolk,  directing  them  to  pro* 
eure  the  artidee  wanted,  of  the  best  quality,  and  to  be  par* 
tiotthiriy  careful  that  they  were  prepared  in  the  manner  best 
calculated  for  the  intended  service. 

In  puraoanoe  of  your  directions  of  the  6th  April,  1887» 
to  have  an  examination  held  upon  the  barks  Pioneer  and 
Consort,  and  the  schooner  Pilot,  to  ascertain  their  condl* 
tion,  and  to  have  them  prepared  for  eenrice  on  lh6  explof* 
ing  expedition,  the  board  gave  the  necessary  instructiena 
to  have  these  vessels  taken  into  dock  at  Goeport  ae  soon  as 
it  should  be  free  for  their  reception.  They  alao  proposed 
to  have  a  thorough  examination  made  of  them  by  Comoi^ 
dore  Warrington,  and  Mr.  Humphreys  and  Mr.  Grioa^ 
naval  eonstructora,  and  they  requested  of  you  that  Commo- 
dore Jonea  might  be  directed  to  give  his  attendance^  as  ha 
was  not  subject  to  the  orden  of  the  board.  This  examiaa* 
tion  waa  afterwards  superseded,  in  consequence  of  your  hafb 
ing  directed  a  board  of  officers  to  make  report  upon  the  chaa* 
actar  of  the  vessals  and  other  subjects. 

On|theS7th  April,  1837,  in  a  communication  to  you  upoK 
the  subject  of  eupplying  the  exploiing  expedition  with  car* 
tain  articles  prepared  with  India  rubber,  which  had  been  pro* 
posed  by  Commodore  Jones  in  a  letter  of  the  94th,  the 
board  exproased  double  of  the  advantages  of  the  articles,  but 
gave  an  opinion  that,  from  tbe  large  expenditure  which  ha 
bad  propoeed  for  thoee  articles.  Commodore  Jones  had 
probably  satisllsd  himself  of  their  utility. 

Ob  the  S6th  May  the  board  stated  to  you  that  so  for  aa 
they  could  judge  of  the  performances  of  the  exploring  ves- 
sels, as  made  to  you  on  the  S5th  May  by  Commodora 
Jones,  and  by  you  transmitted  to  the  board,  they  appeared 
to  bo  well  calculated  for  the  intended  service,  and  the  board 
concurred  in  opinion  with  Commodore  Jones  as  to  the.ax* 
pediency  of  (dacing  them  in  dock  for  the  examination 
formerly  propoeed,  and  to  make  such  repairs  or  altaratioaa 
as  might  be  found  neceeeary. 

On  the  80th  May,  Commodore  Warrington  was  directed 
to  prepare  the  Pioneer,  Consort,  and  Pilot,  for  going  into 
dock,  and  to  report  when  the  Delaware  would  be  so  far 
completed  as  to  admit  of  her  removal  from  the  ditek  to  ad- 
mit them. 

A  board  of  five  captains  was  subsequently  ordered  by  th» 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  make  an  examlnstion  of  theea 
vessels,  and  to  report  upon  certain  points  embraced  in  the 
order  which  constituted  that  board' 
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After  the  enminations  made  b^  those  offioera,  (amcnig 
vrhom  were  the  Navy  CotDiniflsionera,)  erders  were  given 
by  the  Board  of  Navy  Commiflsioners  to  the  comniandant 
of  the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk,  to  make  the  alterations  and 
additions  which  had  been  suggested  by  the  naval  con- 
■tractors  to  the  board  of  examination,  and  had  been  ap- 
proved of  by  them  end  by  Commodore  Jones. 

In  conformity  with  a  reqoest  of  Commodore  Jones,  the 
different  vessels  for  the  exploring  expedition  were  originally 
ordered  to  be  Aimiahed  with  cooking  galleys,  made  upon  a 
new  plan,  by  Commodore  Barron,  to  bam  anthracite  coal. 
From  the  experience  derived  from  their  use,  Goramixlore 
Jones,  on  the  1st  Augnst,  1837,  requested  that  they  might 
be  replaced  by  others.  Orders  were  given  for  others  to  be 
made  as  soon  as  their  dimensions  could  bo  obtained,  and 
they  have  all  been  finished  and  sent  to  Norfolk  for  the  use 
of  the  vessels  The  last  was  sent  from  the  navy  yard  at 
this  place  on  the  6th  instant. 

Commodore  Jones  having  inquired  of  the  board  where 
he  should  send  a  vessel  to  receive  her  further  equipment, 
in  case  he  should  purchase  one  for  the  exploring  expedition, 
the  board,  with  your  sanction,  authoriaed  him,  on  the  4th 
^ptemlior,  1837,  to  send  her  to  the  navy  yard  New  York 
w  Norfolk,  as  he  might  deem  most  convenient  for  his  fu- 
ture arrangements. 

Upon  the  application  of  Commodore  Jones,  dated  S5th 
ultimo,  the  board  on  the  3d  instant  authori«ed  a  change  of 
a  part  of  the  bread  which  had  been  prepared  for  the  explo- 
ring expedition,  and  packed  in  hogsheads,  for  others  to  be 
packed  in  barrels,  and  directed  the  commandant  at  New 
York  to  call  upon  the  contrsctors  to  furnish  within  the  pres- 
ent month  80,000  lbs.  of  bread,  pepked  in  tight  whiskey 
barrels,  and  to  procure  an  additional  supply  of  kiln-dried 
floor,  equivalent  to  8,000  lbs.  of  bread,  to  be  made  from 
domestic  wheat  of  this  yearns  growth,  for  that  expedition. 
The  navy  agent  at  this  place  was  directed  to  procure  and 
ship  to  the  navy  yard  at  New  York,  for  the  same  expedi- 
tion, one  hundred  barrels  of  kiln-dried  corn  meal.  The 
purchase  of  high-proof  whiskey  was  authorised  to  be  made 
■t  Baltimore  on  the  7th  instant,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to 
the  same  place.  The  bread  heretofore  prepared  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  which  was  packed  in  hogsheads,  Com- 
modore Ridgely  was  directed  to  receive  and  ship  for  the 
uee  of  the  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  to  which  place  a 
afaipment  in  hogsheads  had  been  ordered. 

A  letter  received  this  day  from  the  commandant  at  Nor- 
folk informs  the  board,  under  date  of  the  6th  instant,  that 
the  schooner  Pilot,  which  had  been  built  for  this  expedi- 
tion, has  been  divested  of  her  stores  and  equipments^  and 
given  up  by  Commodore  Jones. 

By  the  uaagea  of  the  Department,  the  board  hold  no 
correspondence  with  the  commanders  of  vessels  in  coromla- 
aion,  except  in  ndution  to  their  supplies  of  provisions  and 
stores.  The  movements  of  vessels  in  commission  are  reg- 
ulated by  the  direct  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
The  board  are,  therefore,  unable  to  present  any  further  in- 
formation  as  tu  the  progress  made  in  the  execution  of  or- 
dera  for  preparing  this  expedition,  than  is  contained  in  this 
eommunication,  and  that  of  5th  September,  1836.  For 
the  same  reasons  they  are  unable  to  state  how  soon  these 
vessels  will  be  ready  to  sail  for  New  York,  or  what  TV- 
mains  to  be  done  in  fitting  them  out,  after  their  arrival  at 
that  port,  or  what  has  been  done  or  what  remains  to  be 
done  to  the  schooner  Active,  purchased  for  the  expedition, 
and  now  at  New  York.  It  ia  presumed  that  reports  upon 
these  subjecu  have  been  made  directly  to  the  SecreUry  of 
the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

O.  MORRIS. 
Hon.  Mabiov  DicKimaoir, 

Seeretary  of  the  Navy, 


Natt  DxvABTVBirr,  June  8,  1887. 

Tt  has  been  represented  to  the  President  tb«t  douVts 
cnterlainetl  by  officera  of  the  navy  whether  the  harks  " 
neer  and  Consort  and  schooner  Pilot,  built  for  the  Souiii 
Sea  surveying  and  exploring  expedition,  are  fitted  for  that 
service ;  and  it  has  also  been  represented  to  him  thai  send- 
ing out  at  this  time  the  entfre  force  heretofore  inteD^ed  Jbr 
this  expedition,  to  wit :  one  frigate,  one  atore-ahip,  twe 
barks,  and  a  schooner,  with  crews  amounting,  officer*  in* 
eluded,  to  six  hundred  men,  would  interfere  with  the  nscans 
of  sfibrding  the  prompt  and  efficient  protection  to  our  com- 
merce which  its  present  exposed  and  critical  sitoatioa  le* 
quires,  more  especially  if  we  arc  to  add  another  aehooncrto 
the  exploring  squadron,  which  the  commander  reqaiics, 
and  without  which  he  considers  the  expedition  will  not  be 
complete  or  efficient. 

The  President  has  therefore  been  pleased  to  dired  liiai 
inquiries  be  made  upon  this  subject,  by  referring  the  same 
to  you  as  a  board  to  consider  and  report  upon  Ae  aame.  I 
have  therefore  to  requeat  that  you  will  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  said  two  barks  and  schooner,  and  their  fttaesi 
for  service  in  the  surveying  and  exploring  expeditioo ;  antf 
also  inquire  whether  this  expedition  may  not  be  reduced  m. 
its  amount  of  ve^self  and  men  with  advantage  to  the  ooou- 
try,  and  without  prejudice  to  the  success  of  the  expeditioo. 

'The  expedition  is  authorized  by  the  2d  section  of  the  act 
making  approprislions  for  the  naval  aenrice  for  the  ycv 
1836,  passed  the  14th  day  of  May  of  that  year,  and  hy  ap- 
propriations at  the  last  session  of  Congress.     In  the  act  of 
1836  it  is  provided  that  the  President  be  authorised  to 
out  a  surveying  and  exploring  expedition  to  the 
Ocean  and  the  South  Seas ;  and  for  that  purpose  to 
ploy  a  sloop  of  war,  and  to  purchaae  or  provide  vucb  cahcr 
smaller  vessels  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  tender 
the  said  expedition  efficient  and  useful.     The  tpproprie- 
tions  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  provide  for  send* 
ing  out  the  said  frigate,  one  store-ship,  two  barlia,  end  OM 
schooner — the  whole,  however,  under  its  original  efaarte- 
ter  of  a  surveying  and  exploring  expedition.    Il  is  iiitendad 
that  the  length  of  the  cruise  of  the  exploring  aquadron  shall 
be  three  years;  and  its  object  shall  be  chiefly  to  ezploie 
the  ocean  and  |mrt  of  the  southern  hemisphere,  more  psr- 
ticularly  in  high  latitudes,  and  in  regions  as  neer  the  pole 
as  may  bo  approched  without  danger.     Some  portioBs  ef 
the  Pacific  north  of  the  equator  may  probably  be  irisKed  If 
this  squadron,  or  some  pait  of  it.     It  is  Intended  to  attach 
a  acientific  corps  to  this  expedition,  consisttng  of  from  fe«r> 
teen  to  eighteen  individuals.     It  wHI  be  among  the  dote 
required  of  the  officers  afld  acientific  corps  of  this  expedi- 
tion to  make,  in  the  region*  thus  to  be  explored,  aU  praD- 
ttcalile  surveys  and  oliservationa  of  the  aatne,  with  aeck 
accurate  descriptions  and  drawings  as  may  be  moat  usHU 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation  and  commerce ;  attd  to  make 
such  rcsearchea  as  the  opportunities  of  the  expedition  wS 
aflford  in  all  branches  of  tcience  which  have  etlraeied  the 
attention  of  the  Governments  of  Europe,  in  fitting  out  et« 
peditions  of  a  tike  character  with  this. 

Your  views  upon  the  i^ubject  now  referred,  you  will  ax- 
press  in  a  report  to  this  Department  as  soon  aa  your 
venience  will  permit. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  DICKBRSON. 

To  Commodore  Is4ic  CiAVifccr, 

CaARLts  MoBais, 
Lswis  Warrikotoit, 

DaKISL  T.   pATTRRSOy,   ROd 

Albxadbr  S.  WabiwortK. 

WAaanreTORy  Juiy  13,  1837. 

Sir  :  Your  order  of  the  8th  ultimo,  oonatitnting  a  hoaai 
to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  barks  Pioneer  «id  Con* 
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■ort  and  schooner  Pilot,  and  their  fitneee  for  lerf^ce  in  the 
war^mymg  and  exploring  expedition,  and  for  other  purposes 
ilwrain  named,  was  duly  received  by  the  aenior  officer  of 
.the  board  and  communicated  to  the  other  members. 

The  oocupailon  of  the  dock  at  Gosport  by  the  Delaware, 
and  the  employment  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  board 
OQ  other  special  duties  under  your  orders,  produced  a  delay 
in  the  aneetin^  of  the  b<»anl  until  the  SOth  ultimo. 

Tba  two  barks  having  Iwen  placed  in  dock,  the  board, 
aeoompanied  by  Commodore  T.  A.  G.  Jones,  the  com- 
mander of  the  expedition,  and  Mr.  Humphreys  and  Mr. 
GSrice,  naval  constructors,  made  a  careful  examination  of 
those  vessels,  as  they  did  on  the  next  day  of  the  schooner 
Pilot,  This  preliminary  examination  having  been  made, 
the  board  met  and  notified  Commodore  Jones  o(  their  readi- 
ness and  desire  to  receive  any  communication  which  he 
might  wish  to  make  on  the  subject;  and  certain  questions 
were  propounded  to  the  two  naval  constructors  to  obtain 
their  proieasional  opinions  upon  certain  points  connected 
with  the  vessels.  Commodore  Jones  transmitted  to  the 
hoard  several  communications,  copies  of  which  are  annexed 
and  marked  A  to  — ,  inclusive ;  and  by  his  direction  the 
log-books  of  the  ve:(scls  in  question,  and  that  of  the  Relief, 
were  laid  before  the  board.  Copies  of  the  letters  to  and 
answers  from  Mr.  Humphreys  and  Mr.  Grice  are  also  an- 
nexed and  marked  — ^. 

Having  carefully  considered  all  the  information  obtained 
by  pereonal  examination,  and  that  which  they  had  received 
fiota  others^  the  board  first  proceeded  to  form  an  opinion 
npoo  the  eonditton  of  the  barks  Pioneer  and  Consort,  and 
ediooBsr  Pilot,  and  united  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  good, 
the  vssseb  being  sound,  strong,  and  well  built. 

They  next  proceeded  to  consider  whether  these  vessels 
were  fit  for  service  in  the  surveying  and  exploring  expe- 
dition in  the  seas  and  for  the  objects  stated  in  your  letter 
constituting  the  board.  After  a  careful  review  of  all  the 
inferoiation  communicated,  and  a  reference  to  their  per- 
sonal examination  of  the  vessels,  the  board  were  of  opinion 
that,  although  these  vessels  do  not  and  probably  could  not 
be  niade  to  combine,  to  the  extent  which  might  be  desired, 
a  due  proportion  of  the  qualities  of  sailing  and  working  well, 
freet  strength,  and  capacity  for  stowage,  yet,  by  some  alter- 
atioii%  which  could  be  soon  completed,  they  might  be  made 
to  answer  the  purpose*  proposed  sufficiently  well  to  justify 
fbeir  employment.  The  nature  and  extent  of  these  alter- 
atioDs  are  contained  in  the  paper  enclosed  and  marked  — . 

The  board  then  proceeded  <*to  inquire  whether  this  ex- 
pedition may  not  be  reduceil  in  its  amount  of  vessels  and 
men  with  advantage  to  the  coontiy,  and  without  prejudice 
to  the  success  of  the  expedition,"  which  constituted  the  re- 
maioing  suhjt.'ct  of  inquiry  upon  which  the  opinion  of  the 
board  was  required. 

In  ooneidering  that  branch  of  this  inquiry  which  relates 
lo  the  amount  or  number  of  vessels  to  be  employed,  the 
boitfd  felt  'themselves  oblig^  to  consider  it  with  reference 
to  various  circumstances  connected  with  the  progress  and 
pveeent  state  of  the  expedition  and  the  proposed  objects. 

ThebO  objects  are  stated  in  your  letter  to  be  ** chiefly  to 
explore  the  oceans  and  seas  of  the  Southern  hemisphere, 
more  particularly  in  high  latitudes,  and  in  regions  as  near 
the  pole  as  may  be  approached  without  danger.  Some 
portions  of  the  Pacific  north  of  the  equator  may  probably 
ba  visited  by  this  squadron  or  some  part  of  if.''  From  four- 
teen to  eighteen  scientific  persons  are  to  be  accommodated, 
idl  practicable  surveys  are  to  be  executed,  and  such  re- 
■sarehea  made  in  all  branches  of  science  as  the  opportunities 
of  the  expedition  may  afibrd. 

The  field  for  the  operations  of  the  vessels  is  extensive, 
and  comprises  all  varieties  of  climaie ;  the  leading  objects 
being  to  explore  unknown  regions,  to  survey  those  which 
may  be  discovered  or  which  ore  but  imperfectly  known, 
and  to  collect  as  greAt  an  amount  and  variety  of  useful  in- 
formation as  can  be  obtained. 


If  the  board  had  been  called  upon  before  any  prepara- 
tions had  been  made,  to  state  the  number  and  character  of 
the  vessels  which  in  their  opinion  would  be  best  calculated 
to  secure  the  attainment  of  these  proposed  objects,  tliey 
certainly  would  not  have  recommended  those  which  have 
been  prepared. 

They  do  not  consider  it  essential  to  the  interests  of  an 
expeditipn  intended  for  exploring  and  surveying,  thai  it 
should  be  armed  beyond  the  extent  necessary  for  its  protec- 
tion against  pirates  or  attacks  from  savages,  to  which  it 
may  possibly  be  exposed  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties. 
From  no  civilized  naUons  are  hostile  acts  to  bo  apprehend- 
ed, but,  on  the  contrary,  kindness  and  assistance  whenever 
needed. 

T^ey  also  conceive  it  of  importance,  that  whilst  the  to- 
tal number  of  vessels  in  such  an  expedition  should  be  suf- 
ficient to  promise  the  probable  accomplishment  of  all  the 
objects  proposed  within  the  time  allotted,  each  vessel  shoukl, 
as  far  as  practicable,  be  prepared,  within  herself,  to  act 
with  efficiency  upon  all  the  objects,  in  case  of  accidental 
separation  from  or  disasters  to  others.  For  this  purpose 
each  should  carry  as  many  stores  as  practicable^  have  her 
due  proportion  of  instruments  and  scientific  persons,  and 
her  other  arrangements  made  for  independent  and  separate 
action.  For  purposes  of  exploring,  and  for  surveying  in 
remote,  dangerous,  and  imperfectly  known  seas,  it  seems 
to  be  important  that  two  vessels  shoukl  be  in  company  for 
mutual  aid  in  caso  of  accident,  and  for  the  greater  focility 
of  making  surveys  and  researches.  More  than  two  vessels 
together  would  seem  to  offer  few  advantages  to  compenaate 
for  the  additional  expense  and  other  inconveniences.  Mors 
than  one  set,  however,  might  perhaps  be  advantageonaly 
employed  under  the  general  direction  of  the  same  command^ 
ing  officer.  An  expcdititm  composed  of  four  vessels,  of 
which  two  to  be  from  400  to  450  tons,  and  two  about  300 
tons  each,  provided,  amongst  other  supplies,  with  light 
frames,  and  the  principal  materials  for  building  a  decked 
boat  of  15  to  25  tons, -to  be  put  up  whenever  wanted, 
would,  it  is  believed,  fumit>h  accommodations  for  the  num- 
ber of  persons,  and  all  the  essential  means  for  making  ex- 
plorations and  surveys,  and  collecting  all  the  specimens  and 
information  which  an  expedition  comprising  two  sets  of 
vessels  would  require. 

But  although  the  board  entertain  these  opinions,  as  re- 
gards the  extent,  size,  and  composition  of  a  force  for  a  sur- 
veying and  exploring  expedition,  if  no  previous  arcangc- 
mentt  had  been  made ;  yet,  when  they  take  into  considera- 
tion the  measures  which  have  been  adopted,  the  expanse 
which  has  been  incurred,  the  time  wjtich  has  been  spent  in 
preparing  the  force,  the  near  approach  of  the  season  when 
the  vessels  should  sail  to  enable  them  to  operate  wiih  ad- 
vantage during  the  next  winter,  the  delay  which  wi  1  be 
unavoidable  if  any  material  change  be  now  mads,  and  the 
possible  defeat  of  the  expedition  ttsalf,  in  the  sQcoeit  of 
which  the  board  have  always  felt  and  still  IM  deep  solicit 
tude ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  their  belief  that  the  vessels 
which  have  been  prepared  will  answer  for  the  objects  pro- 
posed, with  the  slight  alterstions  before  mentioned,  though 
not  so  perfectly,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  as  others : 
that  this  force  has  been  arranged  so  that  each  part  has  a 
mutual  dependanoe  upon  the  other.parts  for  the  purposes 
of  the  expedition,  and  that  the  officer  selected  to  command 
appears  satisfied  with  these  vessels— the  board  have  arrived 
at  the  opinion  that  no  reduction  can  be  made  in  the  amount 
of  vessels  at  this  late  period,  without  prejudice  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  expedition. 

Upon  that  part  which  relates  to  a  reduction  of  the  num- 
ber of  men,  the  board  consider  that  the  complement  em- 
barked should  not  exceed  that  which  may  be  deemed 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  surveying  and  exploring,  and 
their  contingencies,  without  any  additional  number,  having^ 
reference  merel^r  to  the  management  of  ordnance,  as  they 
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Sfilh  Con*.  Ill  assi.] 


Svutk  Sm  Exploring  Squadrtm. 


b«tia*e  ihal  the  Dumber  required  for  the  Fonner  purpoaM 
wi]|  be  luffldenl  for  derence.  Any  number  beyond  ihet 
which  may  be  Mitctly  nuTuI,  (end),  by  coniumplion  of 
proriNoni,  to  diminiah  Ihe  length  of  time  which  the  *e«- 
•ell  on  net  nilboul  weking  &  renewil  nf  their  euppliei. 
With  theu  fiewi  (he  boird  ire  oF  opinion  that  (he  number 
of  oftkcri  ind  men  for  the  Tcueli  >t  pieient  relecteJ  for 
the  eipeililian,  mai,  without  dtwdTinlBge,  be  redaced  lo 
about  fire  hundred,  exclusiTe  of  the  (cientiBc  corpi. 

The  inability  of  Cammodore  Warrington  to  aecompinj 
Ihe  other  memben  of  the  board  to  Waahinglon,  in  conw- 
quence  of  his  engagement  on  a  court  mirlia],  and  the  in- 
piralife  dutiei  of  eome  of  the  other  membera,  b>Te  pro- 
doced,  with  regret,  lome  delay  in  completing  thia  report; 
ffhich  is  now  reipectfully  lubmitted. 

We  ksfe  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reipect,  Sic. 

I.  CHAUNCEY, 

C,   MORRIS, 
"  ■!,.  WARRINGTON, 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON, 

ALEX.  R.  WAD8W0RTH, 
lion.  M.  DicKtaioB, 

Secrt/arg  nf  llu  Nary, 


on  lo  OuprtMint  time. 

Dau.  W 

Inwtimb 

™d»wa.     . 

Araoml. 

5  M    SH^'s^TUdint 

do 

»"»•". 

iSoro 

wia  "-IS- 
IS {sa'DSSiSs. 

d" 

'^m 

lis 

SSE:;&ssiiis&, 

da 

US'  : 

>iSo!S 

Stiit  i>  IITT — coDlinoed . 


Jail  10 

34 


D,  El«u  KiLBd. 
O  JiBMi  K.  IVnlilii: 
II  Oeuil*  l«T«Il, 
S  MictiiFl  W  Aih. 

S.  Qwns  Loratl, 
W       Olua 


S.York  ■ 
K.T<rt    - 

K.Tort  " 
N.Ytrt  '■ 
R.York^  ■ 

N.York  - 
PhiWell. 
K.YorK  ■ 
Fliilidctl- 

N.Tcrt    ' 

Wuhlnr^ 
N  Y«* 

Korlulk  ' 
FhilKWi. 
'Wirtilnt'ii 
IfDrfolk 


■s: 

nam 

•St 


■S! 


■St 


una 

1 


PbHtihAu^lar- 


""^rs-c&s,* 


LUl  of  0_ffitert 

enierci  lo  llu:  Expiori^  ExpedUion. 

F.nk. 

Natne. 

Date. 

1 

To  whil  ordered. 

Remida. 

1836. 

Captain  - 

I'homia  Ap  Caleaby  Janes 

November 
by  Docam. 

IS 

Commwidcr       - 

Jamea  Armstrong  - 

November 

do 

Lieutenant 

TbomssA.  Dorniti 

vt 

do*^ 

BoaUnain 

Willum  BUcL      - 

Sailnukar 

8«niuel  V.  Hawkins 

«1 

Daniel  Anunen     ■ 

no 

do 

Pa»ed  Midihip. 
now  Lieut.     - 

J.oaiah  Tiltnill      - 

NovembCT 

n 

Pioneer 

Detached,  Jdds  1,  1«>' 

Stephen  C.  Ruwan 

Relief. 

JameeOlynn 

Pauo)  Midihip'n 

David  D,  Porter  - 

If) 

Relief 

Revoked,  Nov, Bi'rJI,  l»* 

■Robert  F.  Pintney 

IS 

do 

Revoked,  Koteoi'r  a  U* 

Chiric*  W.  Morria 

in 

Thornton  A-  Jenkins 

lA 

Schooner  Pilot       - 

R.vok«i:D.«Btal,1S» 

George  F.  Emmons 

E.  T.  Shubrick    - 

16 

do 
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South  Sea  Exploring  Sqwadron, 


[SMi  Coirs,  lit  Sim. 


LT8T— Continued. 


Rank. 


Acting  Mid'n     - 
Pttwed  Mid*n     - 

Do 
Midfbipaian 
Lfeutonant 
Act.  Conner 
Pawed  Mid*n     - 
Midafaipman 
Lieutenant 
Acting  Mid^n     - 

00 

Do 

Act.  Carpenter   - 
Acting  Mid*n     - 

Do 
Chaplain 
Lieotenant 
Sailmaker 
LieaCenant 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 
Act.  Ghinner 
Acting  Mtd'n     - 

Do 
Bargeon 

Do 
l^M  Ast.  8ar.  - 

.  Do 
AMiat.  Sorgeon  • 
Pasned  Mid'n    - 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 
Middiipman 

Acting  Mid'n     • 
Pait  Ant  8nr.  - 

Do 
Acting  Mid'n     • 
Aast  9nrgeon    - 
Midshipman 
l»ientanant 
Aast  Surgeon    - 

Do 
Lientenant 
Midfhipman 

Do 
Lieatenant 
Paeeed  Mid'n  - 
Acting  Mid'n  - 
Acting  Gnnner  • 
Act.  Boatswain  - 
Paaeed  Mid'n  - 
Act  Carpenter  - 

Do 
Lieutenant 
Parser 

PaMed  Mtd'n     - 
Do 


Name. 


Catesby  Ap  R.  Jonas 
Oliver  Tod 
Benjamin  More  Dove 
J.  P.  Sanford 
Henry  W.  Morris 
Thomas  Robinson 

A.  Ludlow  Case  - 
Nathan  Barnes     - 
Jacob  Crowninshield 
H.  M.  Granger     - 
John  K.  Duer 

Henry  Rolands     - 

Lemuel  R.  Townssnd 
James  L.  Blair    - 
Edward  TatlnaH  Nidlols 
Walter  Cotton      - 
William  L.  Hudson 
Samuel  B.  Banister 
Greorge  A.  Magruder 
Siamuel  A.  Lockwood 
Thomas  Turner    - 
Matthew  F.  Maury 
John  Rudd 
Gustavus  Newman 
Fozhall  A.  Parker 
WiHtam  8.  Weed 

B.  Ticknor 
William  Whelan  - 

A.  O.  Gambrill  - 
Edward  Gilchrist  - 
John  L.  Pox 

H.  J.  Harstens  - 
WilUam  L.  Manry 
Robert  P.  Pinkney 

B.  W.  Stull 

A.  R.  Talia^ro  - 
Joseph  A.  Underwood 
Thomas  H.  Pattefson 

Israel  C.  Wait 
Samuel  C.  Lawrason 
John  C.  Spencer  - 
DsTid  Williamson 
Charles  P.  B.  Guillon 
Charles  R.  Smith - 
William  D.  Newman 
John  J.  Abemethy 
John  S.  Messersmith 
A.  K.  Long 
George  T.  Sinclair 
Samuel  Smith 
Samuel  P.  lioe     - 
William  R.  Postell 
Archibald  McRae  - 
John  D.  Anderson 
Henry  Welton 
William  S.  Swann 
Thomas  Johnson  - 
Sidney  Porter 
Matthew  P.  Manry 
William  F.  Speiden 

Richard  C.  Cogdell 
George  M.  Tottta  . 


Date. 


December 


t83T 
January 


February 
March 


April 


May 


June 
July 

August 


September 


16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
19 
35 
36 
7 
13 
lU 


6 
80 
36 
30 
80 

6 
18 
18 
18 
18 
Id 


16 

31 

31 

28 

3 

3 

6 

9 

9 

8 

13 

14 

19 

33 

33 

7 

6 

84 

39 

39 

1 

4 

6 
13 


To  what  ordered. 


Macedonian. 
Pioneer     - 

do 

do 

do        - 
Eiplor'g  expedition. 
Pioneer. 

do        - 
Schooner  Pilot 

do        - 
Macedonian. 

do- 
do 
do 
Explor'g  expedition. 

do 
Schooner  Pilot 
Macedonian, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Schooner  Pilot 
'  Macedonian. 

&o 
Explor'g  expedition, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Explor'g  expedition 
do 
do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Schooner  Pilot. 
Explor'g  expedition. 

do 
Macedonian. 
Explor'g  expedition. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Pioneer. 

Explor'g  expedition. 
Exploring  squadron. 

do 

do 

do 
Report  to  Cninmo. 
Jones  for  duty. 
Explor'g  expedition 
Consort. 


Remarks. 


Revoked,  Novem'r36, 1886. 


Detached,  June  \7,  1837. 


Detached,  Septom'rO,  1837. 
Detached,  Jsnuary  19, 1887. 
Resigned,  April     38,  1837. 


Mardi  38,  1837,  ordered  to 
the  Fairfield. 


Revoked,  Febru'y  35,  1837. 


Furlough,  Match  31,  1887* 
Revoked,  March  39,  1887. 


Revoked,  April  33,  1837. 
Revoked,  April  19,  1837. 


Detached  Septem'r  3,  1837. 
Resigned,  July  16,  1887. 

Ordored  to  the  Falmouth, 
June  37,  1837. 

Revoked,  May  3,  t887. 
Detaehed,  June  33,  1837. 


Detached,  Setetn'r  3,  1837. 


Detached,  Sept.  87,  1887, 
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36Ui  Ooiro.  1st  8jus.] 

A 


Pott  Offiu  DepwrtmaU, 


LIST— Continaed. 


Rank. 

Name. 

Date. 

To  what  ordered. 

Remarks. 

PMMd  Mid'n     - 

Jaroei  W,  E.  Raid 

12 

Consort. 

LieatentDt 

Guert  Ganaevoort  •> 

12 

do 

ReToked,  Beptem'SI,  1817, 

Do 

William  G.  Woolsey 

12 

Sdiooner  Active. 

Passed  Mid'n     - 

James  B.  Lewis   - 

21 

do 

Do 

Aionzo  B.  Davitf  - 

22 

do 

Acting  Mid'n     - 

Henry  H.  Harrison 

25 

Ezplor'g  expedition. 

Acting  Sniimaker 

John  Joins 

26 

do 

Acting  Mid'n     - 

John  Downet,  jun. 

October         6 

Macedonian. 

P«fBed  Mid'n      - 

Richard  8.  Trapier 

9 

£iplor*g  expedition. 

Act  Boatswain  - 

William  Richmond 

- 

Pior^eer                  '^ 
do                      I 
do                     f 
do                    J 

AppoiBted   by   CommodM 

Acting  Gunner  - 

Oliver  Nelson 

Downea  in  Deoember,  18)1, 

Act.  Carpenter  • 

Amoa  Chick 

- 

and  approved  by  lbs  U^ 

Act  Sailmaker  - 

Gilbert  Babe 

" 

partment. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 


Ltlterfrom  the  Postmaster  General  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  receipts  and  disbursements,  October  14,  1687, 
ready  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Post  0rric£  Departmsstt, 

October  13,  1837. 

8iB :  In  compliance  with  a  reaolution  of  the  Houae  of 
Representatives,  adopted  on  the  1st  inatant,  and  received 
l^  me  on  the  6th,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

1st.  There  solution  aeka  for  « the  bal- 
ances now  on  handy  so  far  as  ascertained, 
to  tho  credit  of  the  Department." 
The  Department  haa  in  bank,  exclusive 

of  outstanding  warrants 
In  the  hands  of  poatmaatera,  reported    - 


$444,629  41 
334,580  3d 


779,200  80 


2d.   *'  An  eatimate  of  the  receipts  and 
diabursementa  during  the  residue  of  the 
current  year." 
The  neu  reoaipta  of  poat  ofBcea  for  the 

quarter  ending  aist  December  next, 

are  eatimated  at  -  -  - 

The  expendituree  for  the  same  quarter 

are  estimated  at  «  .  . 

3d.  '*  The  aggregate  amount  received 
and  dtabursed  by  the  Department,  since 
the  1st  day  of  May  lasti  diatinguiabing 
the  amount  in  apecie  from  that  in  other 
fands." 
The  amount  deposited  in  bank  since  the 

1st  day  of  May  last  is  - 
The  amount  reported  as  received  by  draft 
office                 _          .          «          - 
The  amount  received  by  contractors  from 
collection  offices  during  tho  quarter 
ending  dOth  September  last  was 
'i'bo  amount  received  in  the  same  man- 
ner during  the  months  of  Mrty  and 
June,  being  a  fraction  of  a   quarter, 
cannot  be  aacertained  without  taking 
mere  time  than  the  present  session  of 
Congress  will  allow,  but  it  is  estima- 
ted at      

Total  receipts 


|760,q00  00 
170,000.  00 


1124,370  62 
644,812  87 

237,970  38 


50,000  00 
1,057,163  87 


The  disbursements  have  been : 
By  warrants  on  banka      ...        |452,fi84  81 
By  drafU  on  poatmaatera  -  -  178,883  81 

By  oullecttons  from  postmasters  without 

drafts,  in  part  eatimated  -  -  387,970  88 

Total  disburaemcttU       1,019,387  68 

It  is  not  poaaible  to  diatinguiah  die  amount  rrcdved « 
diabnrsad  in  apecie  from  that  in  other  fiinds.  Of  tbe^ 
poaitaa  in  bank,  it  ia  piaaumad  that  the  greater  part  mi  ^ 
bank  notea,  having  been  made  before  the  sospensioii  tf 
specie  paymenta.  Tbe  Department  hu  no  report  of  tla 
funda  in  which  warranta  on  banka  have  been  paid.  Itii 
underatood  that  Ave  banka  have  cantiuued  to  pay  its  av* 
ranta  in  apecie  aince  the  auapenaiofis  and  haas  ao  pfli 
$28,i889  62.  There  baa  alao  been  paid  by  the  Btokrf 
the  Metropolis  the  aum  of  $36,426  71  in  specie,  wUch  vtf 
apeeially  depoeited. 

It  is  probable  that  moat  of  the  bttlanee^  aa  wall  nn* 
before  the  auapenaion*  haa  been  paid  in  bank  notes.  If  «• 
they  have  been  received  by  the  crrdliors  of  the  Dcfsriaal 
of  their  own  cboi^i  for  all  warranta  on  banks  ittofMl 
with  proof  of  fafiiaal  to  pay  in  the  legal  cuncney  of  ^ 
United  Statea,  have  been  promptly  paid  in  gold  aod  sii«B>' 
No  drafta  on  postmaaters^  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  |m^ 
balaneea  due  contractors*  have  been  retoracd  foriafonlli 
pay  in  gold  and  silver  and  it  ia  not  donbted  tkat  ncsrif  lb 
whole  amount  haa  been  paid  in  that  currency.  Is  ^ 
enrreucy,  alao,  the  oollectiona  by  contractors  have  gsntfil' 
\y  been  made.  That  there  Are  many  excepUons  io  1^9 
thousand  poat  officea  from  vftiich  the  contractors  epIM* 
very  probable;  bat  only  nine  poatmaatera bavt  IsiB ^ 
ported  to  the  Department  for  refuaing  to  payinfjjg 
silver,  and  their  aggregate  quarterly  balances  da  MHi^ 
#1,625.  Eight  other  cssea  are  reported,  involwjaf  jj|* 
^1,600,  in  which  bank  notee  had  beeh  received  tf  AM 
attomeya  and  others  for  old  debta  due  the  DepartoMit  ^ 
some  of  these  caseathe  notes  or  certificatea  of  dspoBilil|>^ 
been  returned,  in  othera  retained,  becanse  theiawaf  sW 
prospect  of  getting  any  thing  else.  .  , 

4.  <«The  regulations  touching  the  funds  tA  U  ietfi*"i 
and  disbursed,  if  any,  other  than  those  already  coaiM^ 
calcd.*' 

No  regulations  not  already  communicated  ha«s  shV 
issued.  I 

5.  «The  instancea  in  which  thoaeregalaiionsbitebectt.J 

disobeyed  or  dispensed  with."  ' 

In  no  instance  have  the  regulations  relative  lo  ''S^^ 

and  disburaemenU  in  the  legal  currenry  of  the  InitM;- 

States  been  ''dispeneed  with.*' 
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t  Bketion* 


[25th  GoK«.  IstSxt*. 


There  b  no  law  or  regalation  expreenly  requiring  poel* 
■lesleri  to  tolUd  poaleges  in  specie  or  ilee^Tnleni. 
Gok]  and  iilirer  oofmUtute  by  law  ihe  eiinneoey  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  standing  regalations  inform  poat- 
tnasters  that  they  will  be  responsible  for  that  currency  or 
its  equivalent,  and  that  no  credit  will  be  given  them  for  de« 
pieciatioD  of  bank  notes  or  for  counterfeits.  Before  the 
late  suspension  of  specie  payments,  the  postmasters  took 
bank  notes  on  their  own  risk,  being  required  to  account  for 
the  legal  currency.  The  ten  thousand  collection  offices  re* 
Biain  on  the  same  footing  still,  and  the  only  change  made 
by  the  circular  of  May  18,  1837,  to  the  draft  offices,  was 
fo  prevent  further  depoaites  in  banks.  To  ensure  greater 
eHtainty  in  meeting  the  draAs  of  ihe  Department,  they 
were  required  to  retain  the  amount  due  m  speci>.  The 
I  fcttner  regulations  in  veferenee  to  collections  were  not 
I  ebaoged.  The  cases  where  postmasters  have  been  report- 
ad  for  refusal  to  pay  specie  on  demand,  are  rather  violations 
of  law  than  of  the  regulations  of  the  Department,  and  are 
eo  treated. 

B»   **  Separate  statements  of  the  aggregate  amounts  left 
ttt  the  hands  of  collei  ting  officers,  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
I    iud  tieposited  in  bank,  the  mint  and  its  brandies,  or  other 
I    depAMitorics,  since  the  date  first  mentioned." 

The  amount  left  in  the  hands  of  postmasters  ainee  the 
(    irat  of  May,  monA  of  which  would  have  been  depoetted  in 
^    hank*  under  the  former  system,  is  $644,812  87. 
^         The   amount  deposited  in  bank,  as  exhibited  above,  if 
::    $124,870  62. 

^  Jio  depoaitea  have  been  made  by  this  Department  in  the 
s  Dtot  or  its  branches^  or  in  other  depositories,  nor  has  any 
^    thing  bren  {mid  into  the  Treasury. 

la  further  explanaiion  of  .the  operationa  of  thie  Depart- 
inent-einoe  the  susoenrioii  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
ii  i^  proper  to  add,  raat  the  notos  of  those  institutions,  though 
to  nproe  extent  tolerated  by  law  in  the  transactions  of  the 
€k»«emment  as  long  as  redeemalde  and  redeemed  In  gold 
ttpd  tiA^vt^  are  expressly  prohibited  to  its  uae  when  no  long- 
er ae  fiedaemed;  that  it  vras  in  obedience  te  the  law  that 
tbia  Department,  on  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  took 
pminpt  measures  to  prevent  their  receipt  and  avoid  their 
diatMirsemeoc  in  iu  own  operations ;  that  the  suapenstonef 
^jaaent  by  the  banks  oocqrred  in  the  month  of  May, 
•toe  of  thaaa  months  in  which  the  quarterly  balances  duf 
to  eoniracters  are  chiefly  paid  off;  that  the  entire  available 
aaaana  of  tke  Department  for  that  purpose  were  deposited 
in  the  banks ;  that  the  Department  had  no  alternative  but 
to  eontfaHie  its  warrania  on  the  banka^  or  etivp  payment  at- 
•eg^ber;  that  inaemach  ns  the  bnaks  had  given  no  notice 
of  an  intention  to  refuse  gold  and  silver  or  their  equivalent 
ha  paying  out  the  depoaiCM  of  the  De|iartment,  it  was  con- 
aidered  no  violation  of  law  to  draw  on  them  aa  if  nothing 
iMd  occurred  ;  for  that  reason,  as  well  as  to  avoid  an  alwo- 
tttto  Btoppage  of  payment,  and  gain  lime  to  accumulate  a 
epode  fund,  the  issue  of  warrants  on  banks  was  continued, 
InbI  inatant  steps  were  tsken  to  provide  a  specie  fund  for  the 
payment  of  such  as  might  be  returned  with  proof  of  the  lefia- 
Mat  of  the  banks  tu^ay  them  in  gold  and  silver ;  by  the 
^time  they  liegan  to  retorn,  the  D^rtment  had  an  ample 
luod  for  their  payment,  and  in  every  insfanre  they  have 
bten  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States.  By 
these  means,  without  sanctioning  or  countenaooiog  thie 
ffoceipt  or  disbursement  of  depreeiated  bank  notes,  this  De- 
partment has  been  enabled  thoa  for  to  outride  the  atom, 
with  ita  credit  unimpaired,  and  ia  confident  in  its  capacity 
to  carry  on  its  operattomi,  according  to  eaiding  laws^ 
eeiving  and  disbursing  gold  and  silver  only. 
Very  r<*spectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
Hon.  Jamss  K.  Poiw, 

Speaker  of  tJk  abuse  of  JUpremvtathei.' 


MISSISSIPPI  ELECTION. 


ScpTsxBBA  26,  1837. 

Read,  and  the  consideration  thereof  postponed  until  Wed- 

nesdsy  next. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
18th  instant,  on  the  suVject  of  the  Mississippi  election^ 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report : 

They  find  a  clause  in  the  ennatitution  of  the  United 
States  aa  follows :  **  When  vacanciea  happen  in  the  rep« 
resentation  from  any  State,  the  Ezeeufive  authority  there- 
of shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacanciea.'* 
They  also  find  that,  by  the  same  instrument,  <*the  times, 
plaresi  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senatoit 
and  representatives  shall  be  prescribed  iu  each  State  i^ 
the  Ijcgislature  thereof." 

They  also  find  certain  ccetiona  extracted  from  a  law  of 
the  Stato  of  Mi«sisippi,  in  the  following  words: 

'<  An  act  to  regulate  elections  in  this  State.     Approved 

March  2,  18S3. 

>«  Sea  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  LtgUtature  of  the  State 
of  MieeUsippi,  That  all  elections  for  RepreseoUttves  to 
the  Legislsiure  ^all  be  held  at  the  court-houses  or  plsces 
of  hoUKiig  courts  in  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  un» 
less  otherwise  specislly  provided  for  by  law.  And  the 
times  of  holding  such  election  shall  be  the  first  Mondsj 
and  day  following  in  November  biennially.  And  all  clee« 
tjons  for  Senators  in  the  Legislature,  for  Governor,  Rep* 
resentattves-to  Congress,  sheriffii,  coroners,  and  all  other 
State  ^d  county  oflUcers  directed  by  the  constitution  to 
be  biennially  elected,  shall  k>e  held  at  the  same  places  «nd 
on  the  same  days  of  the  year  in  which  they  kre  respective- 
ly chosen,  at  are  therein  directed  in  the  case  of  Represent 
atives  to  the  Lcgislatare. 

"Sec.  2.  The  sheriff  of  each  county  in  this  State  shallt 
at  least  thirty  days  preTiously  to  the  time  for  holding  any 
election  in  hia  coanty,  by  adveitiaement,  set  op  at  the  doer 
of  the  eonrt-houae  and  three  other  public  places  in  hie 
county,  notify  the  inhaliiunts  of  the  time  and  place  or 
places  of  such  elections,  and  what  offices  are  lo  be  filled 
by  sueh  eleetion^  and  the  sheriff,  on  the  days  of  election, 
shall  open  the  poll  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  con- 
tinue the  aaote  open  until  four  o'clock  in  the  evening  of 
each  day,  and  no  longer.  In  case  a  vacancy  happen,  and 
a  writ  of  election  ahall  be  isaued  to  the  aheriff,  the  atieriff 
shall  advertise  the  said  election,  and  give  a  time  as  near 
the  thirty  days  aa  the  period  of  elections  will  allow,  provi- 
ded it  he  not  leos,  in  any  case»  than  ten  days." 

**  Sec.  7.  The  Representatives  to  Congress  from  this  Stato 
shall  be  electod  by  the  qualified  electors,  at  the  lime  of  choo^ 
ing  Representatives  to  the  Legislatore,  once  in  every  two 
years,  to  lie  computed  from  the  fiial  Monday  hi  November^ 
in  the  year  1838 ;  and  the  returning  olB^r  in  each  county 
shaU,  wKhin  ftilcen  days  after  each  election,  certify  under 
his  hand  and  seel  to  the  Seeretai^  of  diato  the  whole  noo^ 
bar  of  votea  given  in  hie  county  to  each  eandidato  lor  Gon- 
greca;  and  it  shalf  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  Stato 
to  sum  op  the  whole  number  of  irotce  thue  rsiumed,  and 
deolare  the  oaodidatea  elect,  who  may  base  the  greatest 
tramt)er  of  votee,  by  publication  in  some  newspaper  pub- 
lished at  or  neassst  to  the  seat  of  Oovenment.  It  shall 
be  the  «luty  of  the  Governor  to  deKver  to  the  persona  duly 
elected  proper  credentials,  under  bis  hand  and  the  great 
aeal  of  the  Stale,  which  shall  entitle  them  to  a  seat  in  the 
body  of-which  they  are  elected  members. " 

••See.  10.-  All  eleelione  for  Governor;  Reprcsentstivec 
to  Congress,  shetiflb,  and  other  ooonty  oAceas,  shall  be 
Iwid  aiKl  condaeled  in  the  same  manner  i  provided,  thtt 
the  rstutne  for  '^«ery  elcctinn  for  Oovemor  shall'  be  oiada 
in  th»iuMlwt  pewiiibid  hi  the  cc«Mito|iMir 
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MM$9ippi  Skatim. 


:n.:.i. 


The  committee  further  find  tbtt  the  Governor  of  the 
Stale  of  Miesiuippi  iMued  writs  of  election  io  form  u  fol- 
lowe,  viz: 

•*  By  Charlei  Lynch,  Governor  of  the  State  of  MiuU* 
eippif  to  the  Sheriff  of  eouniv^  greeting  : 

<'  Whereai  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  con- 
voked Congress  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  September 
next;  and  whereas  a  vacancy  has  occnred  in  the  represent- 
ation of  the  State  of  Missiitsippi  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  by  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  service  for  which  Messrs.  Chdbome 
tnd  Oholson  were  elected  : 

**  I  do  therefore  issue  this  writ*  authorising  and  requit- 
ing you  to  hold  an  eleetion  in  your  county  on  the  third 
Monday  and  day  following  in  Inly  neit,  for  two  Repre- 
sentatives to  Congress^  to  fill  said  vaoancyc  until  superse- 
ded by  the  members  to  be  elected  at  thv  next  regular  e leo* 
tion  on  the  first  Monday  and  day  following  in  November 
oext ;  and  I  do  moreover  enjoin  yott  to  conduct  the  same» 
in  til  respects,  conformably  to  law,  and  make  dne  return 
thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  In  testimony  whereof, 
I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  to  be  affixed  the 
great  seal  of  State,  at  the  town  of  Jackfon,  this  13di  day 
of  June,  1837." 

It  appears  by  a  certificate  of  the  Seorelary  of  State,  that 
elections  were  held  in  fifty  of  the  counties  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  the  result  of  which  was,  that  the  sitting  mem- 
bers were  elected  by  large  majorities. 

From  a  con»ideration  of  the  foregoing  doeuments  and 
^rcumstaitces,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  peoplaof  Mississippi 
had  a  fair  and  fuU  opportunity  of  expreaaijig  Ihemseivea  as 
fo  who  should  represent  them  in  the  tweD^-ai\h  Con^ 
grass.  No  objection  in  made  from  any  quarter  to  the  right 
of  the  gentlemen  olect  to  their  seats,  only  b^  and  through 
Ibemselves ;  on  account  of  the  peculiar  cipoumstaneea  un- 
der which  tlie  election  was  held«  their  own'  delieocy  and 
sense  of  propriety  have  prompted  them  to  torite  a  sorutiny 
into  their  right  to  seats  in  tbia  House.  'In  the  conrse  «f 
tba  scrutiny  and  investigation,  the  attemttoif  of  the  com- 
nittee  had  been  cdkd  to  two  points,  wfaiefa  are -supposed 
to  comprehend  the  only  posstblo  oljeetions  to  the  retention 
of  their  seats  by -the  silting- members.  The  first  point  is, 
that  clause  of  the  writ  issued  by  the  Governor,  wherein 
the  election  is  direeted  to  be  held  for  two  Repreeentatives 
in  Congress,  to  fill  the  vacancy  until  superseded  by  the 
members  to  be  eleeted  at  the  next  regular  election,  on 
the  first  Monday  and  day  following,  in  November  next. 
The  committee  are  (with  one  exception)  of  opinion,  that 
in  attempting  to  restrict  the  term  of  service  oC  the  members 
to  be  elected  at  the  tpecial  eieetion  ordered  as  before  lAated, 
till  the  next  regular  election  in  Noiamber  next,  the  Gov- 
arnor  transcended  his  powers.  The  gentleoMm  eleeted  are 
Jttembere  for  the  whole  unexpired  term  of  the  25th  Coo- 
gnsa,  or  they  are  not  members  at  all.  The  question  then 
recurs— Did  that  itiegd  and  restricting  ehtuse  in  the  writ, 
invalidate  flie  election  1  The  eommtttee  were  ahnoet 
unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that|  ihaamneh  as  the  writ  wm 
perieet  in  itself,  without  thut  clause,  its  being  there  doee 
not  invalidate  the  eieetion  -held  under  if,  but  may  (airly  be 
refected  as  surplusage :  reject  this  as  surplusage^  then  the 
writ  is  good,  Mid  the  objection  anounta  to. nothing. 

But  the  second  objection,  whioh  would  aeem  to  be  more 
formidable,  involves  the  question  wliethar^.  in  -the  purview 
and  meaning  of  the  eonstitutioiig  euoh  vacancy  in  th»  rep- 
resentation of  tke*Stata  fa«d  happened  as  would  justify  ihe 
Governor  in  anthoricing  a  apedal  election  lo  611  it*  On 
this  question  the  eomnuttee  were  divided.  A  majority  of 
them  were  of  opinion  that  a  vaoaocy  esis|ed,  and  such  a 
vacancy  ae  was  iieagnant  wkh  all  the  evils  which  could 
arise  from  a  vnaney  happening  in  any  oih*>a^nner;  aod 
aa  the  wmde  oif  the  oonstitution  are  hniad  euoufb  to  em- 
brace the  oxisiinf  >um%  thme  ia«»  .gemisuisoB  i«^,  in 


giving  them  a  ptaetical  construetioo,  they  ihoiild  not  Ja 
oonsidend  applicable  as  affording  a  remedy  in  tins  cwii 
well  as  thoee  ariaing  from  death  or  resignation.  Itii«n* 
dent  that  all  the  e^s  arising  from  vacancies  by  death  a 
resignation  would  exist  in  a  vacancy  produced  by  tlit  «• 
piration  of  th^4erm  of  members  prior  to  the  electioo  rf 
their  successoN ;  and  as  the  words  used  by  the  frmMn  d 
the  constitution  will  fairly  admit  of  the  coottradioD  con- 
tended for,  we  are  not  at  liberty  lo  say  the  remedy  ftmir 
bed  was  not  Intended  for  this  case.  On  the  oootraij,  di 
committee  are  of  opininion  that  the  consUlution  totlMiim 
the  0 xectitive  power  of  the  Statee  reepectively  to  ovihril 
filling  of  all  vacanciee  whidi  have  actually  happened^  ii 
the  mode  therein  pointed  out,  no  matter  how  the  taaa- 
«7  may  have  happened,  whether  hy  death,  resiioatiflii 
or  ei piration  of  the  term  of  members  previoei  to  Ihi 
election  of  their  auceesaom.  The  word  «*haf^/'  Dull 
nee  of  in  the  eonstttution,  is  not  necesstrilj  con&od 
to  fortuitoueor  nnfofeseen  events,  but  is  equallj  applieilli 
to  all  events  which  by  any  means  occur  or  come  to|n^ 
whether  foieseen  or  not ;  and  as  in  this  esse  coafent^ 
the  vacancy  existeily  it  may  properly  be  saiil  to  bavs  b^ 
pened,  although  tbe  means  or  circumstances  by  wlndi  i 
was  brought  about  may  have  been  foreseen.  With  thai 
veiwa,  fortified  by  many  others  which  might  be  adftflced^ 
a  minority  of  the  committee  have  agreed  on  the  ibHo«ia| 
resolution,  and-inatnictad  their  ehairmaa  te  report  theisBi 
to  the  Houee : 

Reioived,  That  Savurl  J.  Gholsov  and  Joav  F.  % 
CLAiBomva  are  duly  eleetM  mombenof  the  S&lbCoi^ 
grea%  and^  as  auch,  aie  entitled  to  their 


[To  be  appen^d  to  the  ei&oue.] 

Attorjixt  G£aBttAi.'a  Orriii, 

July  18,  183S. 

Qtvt:  In  obedience  to  your  «liFeeiiouy  I  proceed  to  Mil 
my  opiniou  in  relation  to  tlia  appotnfmeot  of  a  regirtertf 
the  lead  oBce  for  the  Mount  Saius  disinct^  in  theSMte«f 
Miasi«|iippi. 

The  faeu  in  the  case  I  understand  to  be  thsMt  iM 
the  adjonmmeni  of  Ceagresa  -on  the  dd  d^^ef  Mne^ 
1831,  and  before  ihoir  mee^ng  in  Deoeaubsr  of  theeaM 
year,  a  vacancy  occuread  in  the  above-meotioaed  eici 
of  register,  and  Samuel  Cwin  was  appointed  te  liflj^ 
During  the  lata  eessidn  of  Congress^-  he  was  fegehiV 
oominatad  CD  %he  Senate,  and  rejeeled  by  iheai.  ^ 
Preeident  having  afterwards  reoeived  strong  tedmew 
io  his  &vur  from  the  State  of  Miesisiq>{ii,  and  beiaf » 
^ueated  by  one  of  the  Senators  from  that  State  to  fM^ 
nate  him,  hie  name  waa  again*  aent  to  the  Seatl^  *» 
the  additional  reeemmeRdaUons  which  iuid  beau  faw^ 
ed  to  the  Prasidant.  The  second  nominattoa  w**^ 
on  the  nth  of  luoe  last.  It  waa  considered  ea  dv  Iw 
of  July,  aod  lud  on  the  uble,  and  on  the  Ifilhef  i«7i 
the  4ast -day  of  theaeasion,  the  following  rrsolo^  *f 
QKKad  and  considered : 

<<  Re$9hed,  Thai  the  President  of*the  Unitiid  ^^»^ 
informed  that  it  ia  jiot  the  intention  of  the  ^^'^^^^ 
any  pfoeeedio^  on  the  Denomination  ol  Samiiel  Wn* 
be  register  of  the  land. office  at  M^mnl  Salus,  in  BTad^ 
pi>.  during  ihe  present  aeaaion." 

This  ree«»U]lteft  wae  ordered  to  Ua  on  the  tab}^  •ad  W» 
Seoaie.  adjourned  without  taking  any  furtiier  order  ia  w 
maner.  ' 

In  this  atata  of  things,  can  Uie  Pfesiden^  **""**^!f 
eess,  appoint  Mr.  Gwin,  or  any  one  else«  tu  the  ome  be* 
fore-mentioned  t  ^ 

The  office  waa  crested   by  the  act  of  Congresief^ey 

6,  IBSS.  As  the  President  ia  rf>qnired  by  the  ooeMtf- 
tion  to  take  eare  Uiat  the  lawa  be  faitiifolly  execoied,  it  Mn 
cdaMs  hia  duty  to  fill  die  Q|Bci«:WhJeh  are  neceietfj  ■« 
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have  been  legally  established  for  that  purpose,  provided 
tbe  constitutjon  confers  on  him  the  power. 

The  constitution  gives  him  the  right  *<to  fill  up  all 
vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate,  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the 
end  of  their  next  session." 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Gwin,  during  the  last  recess, 
'*  filled  up*'  the  vacancy  which  had  theji  happened,  and 
the  office  remained  full,  and  there  was  no  vacancy  from  the 
time  of  his  appointment  and  acceptance  until  the  close  of 
the  late  session.  The  nomination  made,  not  being  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate,  the  commission  granted  by  the 
President  expired  at  the  end  of  the  session,  and  the  mo- 
ment after  it  closed  the  office  again  became  vacant.  This 
was  a  new  vacancy. 

Has  this  second  vacancy  happened  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  so  as  to  authorize  the  President  to  fill  it,  un- 
der the  grant  of  power  contained  in  the  article  of  the  con- 
stitution above  referred  tol 

It  has,  I  know,  lieen  contended  that,  in  order  to  enable 
the  President  to  make  the  appointment,  the  vacancy  must 
take  place  during  the  recess.  In  other  words,  that  the 
oiiice  must  be  full  at  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  the 
Senate,  and  become  vacant  afterwards. 

I  cannot  think  that  this  is  the  true  interpretation  of  the 
article  in  question.  The  eonsiitutmn  was  farmed  for 
practical  purposeM,  and  a  amairuction.  thai  defeaU  the 
very  object  of  the  grant  of  power  cannot  be  a  true  one. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  constitution  that  the  offices 
created  by  law,  and  necessary  to  carry  on  the  operations 
of  tbe  Government,  should  always  be  full,  or,  at  all  events, 
that  the  vacancy  should  not  be  a  protracted  one.  A  Gov* 
ernment  cannot  go  on,  nor  accomplish  the  purposes  (or 
which  it  is  established,  without  having  the  services  of 
proper  officers  to  execute  the  various  duties  required  by 
law.  To  guard  against  any  abuse  of  the  appointing  pow- 
er by  the  President,  the  approbation  of  the  Senate  is  re- 
quired. But  as  it  was  foreseen,  from  the  various  contin- 
gencies and  uncertainties  to  which  human  affairs  are  liable, 
vacancies  might  be  found  to  exist  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  in  offices  which,  the  public  interest  required  to  be 
filled,  the  power  above-mentioned  was  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent in  order  to  provide  against  the  evil  of  requiring  a  va- 
cancy to  continue  in  every  case  until  the  Senate  could  be 
convened ;  and  the  further  evil  of  calling  them  together 
upon  every  one  of  tbe  vacancies  which  might  expectediy 
be  found  to  exist  during  the  recess.  But  the  control  of 
the  Senate  over  appointments  to  such  vacancies  is  efiect- 
ually  preserved  by  the  limited  term  for  which  the  Presi- 
dent is  authorized  to  make  them. 

Suppose  an  officer  to  die  in  a  distant  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  his  death  not  to  be  known  in  Washington 
until  afVer  the  adjournment :  must  the  office  remain  vacant 
until  the  Senate  can  be  convened?  It  is  admitted  by  every 
one  that  the  President  may  appoint  in  such  cases,  and  the 
practice  of  the  Government  has  continually  conformed  to 
that  construction.  But  if  the  constitution  required  that 
the  office  should  be  full  at  the  time  of  the  adjournment, 
and  that  the  vacancy  should  take  place  afterwards,  then 
the  President  could  not  appoint,  for  in  the  cases  above 
mentioned,  the  vacancy  happens  during  the  session,  and 
the  office  is  not  full  at  the  time  of  the  adjournment.  It 
becomes  vacant  the  moment  the  incumbent  dies,  and  the 
notice  does  nothing  more  than  inform  the  President  that  a 
vacancy  has  happened,  and  it  informs  him  at  the  same 
lime  that  it  took  place  while  the  Senate  was  in  session, 
and  not  during  the  recess. 

I  dm  aware  that  it  has  been  said  that  in  these  cases  the 
vacancy  roust  be  regarded  as  happening  when  the  notice 
of  the  death  is  received,  and  that  therefore  such  a  vacancy 
u  to  be  considered  as  happening  after  the  adjournment 
and  during  the  recess.     But  how  can  it  be  so  considered 
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in  opposition  to  the  admitted  fact  ?  There  are  no  words 
in  the  constitution  that  justify  such  an  interpretation.  It 
does  not  speak  of  the  notice  of  a  vacancy,  but  of  tbe  exist- 
ence of  a  vacancy.  It  does  not  say,  if  a  vacancy  shall  be- 
come known,  but  if  a  vacancy  shall  ''happen  /"  and  if  the 
words  of  the  constitution  give  the  power  to  fill  those  va- 
cancies only  which  take  place  after  tbe  adjournment,  then 
the  vacancies  I  have  just  mentioned  could  not  be  filled. 

It  is  manifest,  however,  that  the  constitution  could  not 
have  intended  to  place  such  cases  on  a  difierent  footing 
from  vacancies  which  occur  after  the  adjournment.  There 
is  no  reason  for  a  distinction  between  them.  Aitd  the 
words  used  in  the  constitution  do  not,  I  think,  by  any  fair 
construction,  require  a  distinction  to  be  taken.  It  was  in- 
tended to  provide  for  those  vacancies  which  might  arise 
from  accident,  and  the  contingencies  to  which  human 
afiairs  must  always  be  liable.  And  r/  it  falls  out  ih^if 
from  death,  inadvertence,  or  mistake,  an  office  required  by 
law  to  be  filled,  is  in  the  recess  found  to  be  vacant,  then  a 
vacancy  has  happened  in  the  recess,  and  the  l^resident 
may  fill  it.  This  appears  to  be  the  common  sense  and 
natural  import  of  the  words  used.  They  mean  the  earns 
thing  as  if  the  const itutioti  had  said,  **if  there  happen 
to  be  any  vacancies  during  the  recess/^  The  framers  of 
the  constitution  had  provided  for  the  filling  the  offices, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate:  but  foreseeing  that, 
from  the  various  casualties  to  which  human  concerns  are 
exposed,  vacancies  would  bo  found  during  the  recess,  they 
give  power  to  fill  them,  until  an  opportunity  can  be  afford- 
ed of  bringing  the  appointments  before  the  Senate*— and 
they  use  words  which  denote  the  character  of  the  vacan* 
cies  which  they  foresee  may  occur,  and  for  which  they  are 
providing.  He  may  fill  up  vacancies  which  **  happen*' 
during  the  recess.  But  vacancies  are  not  designedly  to 
be  kept  open  by  tbe  President,  until  the  recess,  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  the  control  of  the  Senate.  And  the 
word  <*  happen'*  is  used  to  describe  the  class  and  kind  of 
vacancies,  and  not  the  particular  time  at  which  they  took 
place. 

I  might  suggest  another  case,  showing  that  the  restricted 
construction  contended  for  cannot  be  the  one  contemplated 
by  the  framers  of  the  constitution.  Suppose  a  nomination 
made  to  a  vacant  office,  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate :  the 
office  is  not  full  until  the  person  appointed  accepts.  Sup- 
pose he  refuses  to  accept,  and  t>is  refusal  is  not  known  un- 
til after  the  adjournment :  in  such  a  case  the  original  ▼«• 
cancy  would  remain  unfilled;  and  as  it  took  place  during 
the  session,  and  not  after  the  adjournment,  the  President 
could  not  fill  it.  It  cannot  be  imagined  that  such  cases 
were  intended  to  be  excepted  out  of  the  power  granted  to 
him. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  power,  if  possessed  by  the 
President,  may  be  so  used  as  to  defeat  the  intention  of  the 
constitution,  and  exclude  the  Senate  from  all  share  in  ap- 
pointments. Tbe  answer  to  such  an  objection  appears  to 
be  a  plain  one.  If  the  President  wilfully  abu:?es  a  power 
given  to  him,  the  constitution  has  provided  a  remedy.  In 
this  case  the  Senate  have  had  a  full  opportunity  of  actiogy 
but  have  not  acted,  and  have  held  the  nomination  under 
advisement,  and  left  it  to  fall  vacant  as  soon  as  they  ad^ 
journed.  They  must  be  supposed  to  have  had  sufficient 
reasons  for  keeping  the  nomination  in  their  power,  and 
suspending  their  action  upon  il.  The  President  could  not 
nominate  another  person  for  the  sauM  office  until  ibis  was 
disposed  of,  and  was  either  withdrawn  by  him  or  finally 
acted  on  by  the  Senate.  And  as  the  Senate  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  acting,  but  have  determined  to  suspend  their 
decision,  I  cannot  see  how  an  appointment,  now  made  by 
the  President,  can  he  supposed  to  interfere  with  tbe  right* 
of  the  Senate.  There  is  nothing  in  the  case  that  can  bt 
construed  into  a  desire  to  avoid  their  constitutional  control. 

If,  however,  the  restricted  interpretation  contended  for 
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were  admitted,  Btili,  in  the  case  before  me,  the  President 
would  have  the  right  to  appoint.  The  vacancy  did  take 
pUce  in  the  reco&s.  The  former  appointment  continued 
during  the  session,  and  there  was  no  vacancy  uHtil  aAer  they 
adjourned.  The  vacancy  followed  the  adjournment;  and 
whether  it  took  place  immediately  afterwards  or  at  a  dis- 
tant interval  can  make  no  difference.  If  it  took  place  after 
the  adjournment,  it  happened  during  the  recess,  according 
to  the  narrowest  interprntation  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
article ;  and  consequently,  even  in  that  view  of  the  subject, 
the  President  has  a  right  to  lill  it. 

I  do  not,  however,  desire  to  place  my  opinion  on  this 
ground ;  but  upon  what  I  believe  to  be  the  true  construction 
of  the  constitution,  as  before  stated. 

In  the  case  of  Amos  Binney,  Mr.  Adams  must  have  pro- 
ceeded on  the  same  construction  of  the  constitution  with 
the  one  I  have  given. 

The  commission  of  Amos  Binney,  as  navy  agent  of  the 
port  of  Boston,  expired  by  operation  of  law  on  February 
16,  1626,  during  the  session  of  Congress.  He  was  nom- 
inated for  the  same  office  February  28,  1826.  The  session 
closed  on  the  3d  of  March,  and  the  Sonate  adjourned  with- 
out acting  on  the  nomination.  They  were  convened  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1826,  by  the  summons  of  the  President^* 
and  on  the  7th,  Mr.  Binney  was  again  nominated.  On 
the  9th  this  nomination  was  postponed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  first  Monday  in  December  following ;  and  they  adjourn- 
ed on  the  same  day,  leaving  this  vacancy  unfiled.  On 
the  22d  of  March,  1826,  during  the  recess,  Mr.  Binney  was 
appointed  by  the  President  to  the  office  above  mentioned. 

Here,  then,  was  a  vacancy  which  occurred  during  the 
session — was  known  to  have  taken  place — was  left  unfilled 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  was  afterwards,  during  the 
recess,  filled  up  by  the  President.  I  know  of  no  precedent 
Sn  favor  of  the  opposite  construction.  And  as  a  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  Mount  Sa- 
les district,  until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  would  pro- 
duce serious  inconvenience  to  the  public,  and  the  vacancy 
is,  ill  my  judgment,  one  oi  that  character  which  the  con- 
stitution contemplated  in  the  grant  of  jHjwer  before  men- 
tioned, I  respectfully  advise  that  the  appointment  be  made. 
I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, K.  B.  TANEY. 

P.  S.  Since  the  aforegoing  opinion  was  prepared,  I 
have  caused  the  records  of  my  office  to  be  examined  in  or- 
der to  ascertain  whether  this  subject  had  been  brought  be- 
fore any  of  my  predecessors;  and  I  find  an  opinion  given 
by  Ml.  Wirt,  when  he  was  Attorney  General,  dated  Octo- 
ber 22,  1823,  and  while  Mr.  Monroe  was  President,  in 
which  he  gives  to  the  constitution  the  saipc  construction 
that  I  have  placed  on  it — and  advised  the  President  that 
he  had  a  right  to  fill  any  vacancies  which  **  happen  to  ex- 
isV*  during  the  recess,  although  the  vacancy  took  place 
while  the  Senate  was  in  session,  and  continued  at  the  time 
of  the  adjournment. 

To  the  Pbesidsht. 


,  OrticK  OF  THE  Attorvxt  Gbkxkal,  U.  8., 

October  22,  1823. 

Sim :  Under  the  act  of  the  16th  May,  1820,  « to  limit 
the  Mrm  of  office  of  certain  officers  named  therein,'*  &c.,  I 
find  that  General  Swartwoul's  commission,  as  navy  agent 
at  New  York,  expired  during  the  last  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate. Your  nomination  of  another  person  to  fill  that  va- 
cancy wu  not  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  and  the  vacancy 
still  exists. 

It  it  the  case,  then,  of  a  vacancy  which  aroae  during  the 
aesaion  of  the  Senate,  but  which,  from  what  has  been  men- 
tioned, continues  (o  exist  in  the  recess.  The  question  on 
which  yon  ask  my  opinion,  is,  whether,  under  the  consti  • 
tation,  you  can  fill  the  vacancy  by  a  commission  to  expiiv 
at  the  end  of  tbt  ntxt  seaaion  ? 


The  provisions  of  the  constitution  on  this  subject  ai»— 

1.  That  the  President  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  shall  appoint,  all  offi- 
cers, &c. 

2.  That  the  President  shall  have  the  power  to  fill  uptO 
vacancies  that  '*  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  granting  commissions,  whicK  shall  expire  at  the 
end  of  their  next  session." 

Had  this  vacancy  ^rs/  occurred  during  the  recess  nf  ibt 
Senate,  no  doubt  would  have  arisen  as  to  the  Presideafi 
power  to  fill  it.     The  doubt  arises  from  the  circomstiact 
of  its  having  first  occurred  during  the  session  of  the  So- 
ate.    But  the  expression  used  by  the  constitution  is  **Aa^- 
pen** — all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  reccs  of 
the  Senate.     The  most  natural  aensc  of  this  term  is  "<i 
chance — to  fall  out — tu  take  place  by  accident."    Bat  the 
expression  seems  not  perfectly  clear.     It  may  mean  ''hap- 
pen to  take  place,*'  that  is  <*  /o  originate  :**  under  which 
sense  the  President  would  not  have  the  power  to  fill  tbi 
vacancy.    It  may  mean  also,  without  violence  to  the  leM^ 
**  happen  to  exist;"  under  which  sense  the  President  wodd 
have   the  right  to  fill  it  by  his  temporary  commiKioB. 
Which  of  these  two  senses  is  to  be  preferred !    The  fint 
seems  to  me  most  accordant  with  the  letter  of  the  conatitn- 
tion ;  the  second  most  accordant  with  its  reason  and  ipirit 
The  meaning  of  the  constitution  seems  to  me  to  moltia 
this:  that  the  President  alone  cannot  make  a  permoneiA 
appointment  to  those  offices ;  that  to  render  the  sppoiotmcst 
prmanent,  it  must  receive  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  hot 
that  whensoever  a  vacancy  shall  exist  which  the  public  ia- 
terest  requires  to  be  immediately  filled,  and  in  filling  which 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  cannot  be  immediately 
asked,  because  of  their  recess,  the  President  shall  have  ^ 
power  of  filling  it  by  an  appointment,  to  continue  only  on- 
til  the  Senate  shall  have  passed   upon  it ;  or,  in  ths  lao- 
guage  of  the  constitution,  till  the  end  of  the  next  tesaoa. 
The  substantial  purpose  of  the  constitution  was  to  keep 
these  offices  filled,  and  powers  adequate  to  thitporpoie 
were  intended  to  be  conveyed.     But  if  the  President  ihill 
not  have  the  power  to  fill  a  vacancy  thus  circanwtaocB^ 
the  powers  are  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  and  the  subitanct 
of  the  constitution  will  lie  sacrificed  to  a  dubious  conitnie- 
tion  of  its  letter. 

Put  the  case  of  a  vacancy  occurring  in  an  office  held  ia  t 
distant  part  of  the  country,  on  the  last  day  of  the  Senate'f 
session :  before  the  vacancy  is  made  known  to  the  PresidcBt 
the  Senate  rises.  The  office  may  be  an  important  one. 
The  vacancy  may  paralyze  a  whole  line  of  action  in  aw 
essential  branch  of  our  internal  police.  The  public  iow- 
ests  may  imperiously  demand  that  it  shall  be  immediatelf 
filled.  But  the  vacancy  happened  to  occur  daring  the  » 
sion  of  the  Senate,  and  if  the  President's  power  is  U>  be 
limited  to  such  vacancies  only  as  happen  to  occur  dunflf 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  vacancy,  in  the  case  pot,  DOtf 
continue,  however  ruinous  the  consequences  may  bt  to  (hi 
public.  Cases  of  this  character  might  be  easily  DultipliNi 
and  it  would  seem  to  lie  highly  desirable  to  avoid  a  coo* 
struction  which  would  produce  efifects  so  extenflvrij  pcC' 
nieioas,  if  it  can  be  done  with  a  just  respect  to  the  Ito* 
guage  of  the  constitution. 

Now,  if  we  interpret  the  word  «« happen**  as  being  »«"• 
ly  equivalent  to  <•  happen  to  exist,"  as  I  think  we  miyj*- 
gitimattfly  do,  then  all  vacancies,  which  from  any  euwij 
happen  to  exist  at  a  time  when  the  Senate  cannot  be  con- 
sulted as  to  filling  them,  may  be  temporarily  filled  ^  ID* 
President,  and  the  whole  purpose  of  the  coniiilulion  n 
completely  accomplished.  The  casualty  which  hii  Pf 
vented  the  co-operation  of  the  Senate,  may  be  sufh  «J" 
the  case  hypothetically  stated  above.  It  nwy  «"*  rJJ 
various  other  causes:  the  sudden  dissolution  of  l^*J,  "'^ 
by  some  convulsion  of  nature ;  the  falling  of  the  I>"''""]J," 
which  they  hold  their  sessions ;  a  sudden  and  dertnicui» 
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pestilence  diNibliog  or  destroying  a  qaorum  of  that  body ; 
such  an  invaaion  of  the  enemy  aa  renders  their  reassemblage 
elsewhere  impracticable  or  inexpedient,  and  a  thousand 
other  causes  which  cannot  be  foreseen.  It  may  arise,  too, 
from  rejecting  a  nominatiun  by  the  President  in  the  last 
hour  of  their  session,  and  i/tadvertently  rising  before  any 
nomination  ran  bo  made.  In  all  tbetse  cases  there  is  no 
^iit  either  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  or  of  the  President. 
But  by  some  casualty  the  vacanry  happens  to  continue 
and  to  exist  in  the  recess:  and  the  public  good,  nay,  even 
the  safety  of  the  nation,  may  require  it  forthwith  to  be  filled. 
Looking  to  the  reason  of  the  case,  why  should  not  the 
President  have  the  power  to  fill  it  ?  In  reason,  it  seems  to 
me  perfectly  immaterial  when  the  vacancy  first  arose ;  for 
whether  it  arose  during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  or  during 
their  recess,  it  equally  requires  to  be  filled.  The  constitu- 
tion does  not  look  to  the  moment  of  the  origin  of  the  va- 
cancy, but  to  the  slate  of  things  at  the  point  of  time  at  which 
the  President  is  called  on  to  kct.  Is  the  Senate  in  session  1 
then  he  must  make  a  nomination  to  that  body.  Is  it  in 
recess  T  then  the  President  must  fill  the  vacancy  by  a  tem- 
porary commission. 

This  seems  to  me  the  only  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  is  compatible  with  its  spirit,  reason,  and  purpose, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  it  ofl'ers  no  violence  to  its  lan- 
guage; and  these,  I  think,  are  the  governing  points  to 
which  all  sound  construction  looks. 

The  opposite  construction  is,  perhaps,  more  strictly  con- 
sonant with  the  mere  letter.  But  it  overlooks  the  spirit, 
resMon,  and  purpose ;  and,  like  all  constructions  merely  lit- 
eral, its  tendency  is  to  defeat  the  suMaiUial  meaning  of 
the  instrument,  and  so  produce  the  most  embarrassing  in- 
conveniences. 

The  construction  which  I , prefer  is  perfectly  innocent. 
It  cannot  possibly  produce  mischief  without  imputing  to 
the  President  a  degree  of  turpitude  entirely  inconsistent 
with  the  character  which  his  oflice  implies,  as  well  as  with 
the  high  responsibility  and  short  tenure  annexed  to  that 
office;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  insures  to  the  public  the 
accomplishment  of  the  object  to  which  the  constitution  so 
sedulously  looks,   that  the  olftcc^,   connected  with   their 

ICC  and,  safety,  be  regularly  filled. 

I  hnvo  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  serviint,  '    WM.   WIRT. 

The  Presidk^ct  of  ihe  United  Staler. 


NATIONAL  BANK. 

Memorial  of  Ilu  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans^ 
in  the  State  of  Lomaiaiia^  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment  of  a  Nalionai  Bank,     iiept ember  13,  1837,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Ihe  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  New  Orleans  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce respectfully  representsi : 

That  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  currency,  and  Ihe 
consequent  depressed  state  of  the  commercial  and  other 
great  interesU  of  the  country,  have  induced  your  memo- 
rialists to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  re- 
sult, with  the  view  of  ascertaining  such  remedial  measures 
as  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  apply ;  with  a 
firm  reliance  that  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation  wilt  insure  that  mature  considera- 
tion of  this  important  subject,  and  will  induce  sucli  action 
as  will  relieve  our  country  from  the  unprecedented  enibar- 
rassuicnt  under  which  it  now  suffers. 

Id  submitting  the  views  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  New  Orleans  on  the  subject,  it  is  decjned  proper  to  take 
a  retrospective  view  of  the  condition  of  this  country  during 
the  existence  of  the  Ute  National  Bank,  and  also  of  its 


condition  since  the  extinction  of  said  bank  under  the  Slate 
bank  system. 

During  the  former  period,  the  prudential  course  of  pol- 
icy pursued  by  that  institution  preserved  the  great  interests 
of  Uie  country  generairy  in  a  sound  and  healthful  ftatc ; 
property  had  a  gradual  and  natural  upward  tendency ;  ag- 
riculture, manufactures,  and  commerce  were  in  a  flourish- 
ing  condition ;  extravagant  speculations  were  rarely  entered 
into,  or,  if  entered  into,  were  speedily  checked  by  the 
wholesome  restrictive  power  judiciously  exercised  by  the 
bank  ;  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  were  proportionate  with 
the  natural  demand  consequent  on  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion and  wealth ;  the  national  revenues,  increasing  from 
the  same  causes,  were  collected  and  disbursed  throughout 
our  extended  territory  without  expense  and  without  toss. 

Among  other  advantages  that  ex{)erieDce  has  proven  were 
derived  from  this  institution,  the  following  may  be  adduced  : 

1st.  Its  circulation  had  such  universal  confidence  that  it 
could  be,  and  was,  rendered  practically  useful  for  all  com- 
mercial and  domestic  purposes,  from  one  extreme  of  the 
Union  to  the  other,  at  its  nominal  value,  without  any  dis- 
count whatever. 

2d.  It  regulated,  on  safe  and  equitable  principles,  the 
course  of  domestic  and  foreign  exchanges;  by  tlie  former, 
the  people  were  enabled  to  transmit  funds  from  one  dis- 
tant place  to  another  at  a  reasonable  charge;  and,  by  the 
latter,  it  checked  the  export  of  the  precious  metals,  when 
the  rite  of  premium,  owing  to  large  importations  of  foreign 
merchandise,  or  other  causes,  was  advancing  so  as  to  tempt 
their  exportation. 

3d.  Its  discounts  of  local  business  paper  were  generally 
fully  adequate  to  the  legitimate  wants  of  the  community  ; 
and  its  aid,  in  this  respect,  was  often  interposed  when  the 
then  comparatively  few  State  banks  were  unable  to  give 
the  needful  assistance. 

4th.  Its  vast  means,  in  consequence  of  the  universal 
confidence  in  its  emissions,  enabled  it  to  expand  during 
those  fKsriods  of  commercial  pressure  that  are  unavoidable, 
and  that  cause  a  rapid  contraction  of  tbo  means  of  local  baiiks, 
at  the  time  their  aid  is  most  required  by  the  community. 

5th.  It  exercised  a  wholesome  check  on  the  emissions 
of  the  State  banks,  whenever  these  emissions  were  exces- 
sive, and  were  tending  to  Introduce  a  spirit  of  dangerous 
speculation. 

6th.  Pending  the  existence  of  the  National  Bank,  man- 
ufactures of  ail  kinds,  raw  produce,  &:c.,  generally  bore  a 
value  about  commensurate  with  the  proportion  of  supply 
and  consumption ;  consequently,  investments  made  therein 
were  comparatively  safe  to  the  parties  concerned,  and, 
therefore,  to  the  public  at  large. 

In  the  year  1830  the  opinion  generally  obtained  that  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  not  be  re- 
newed, and,  in  1832,  the  veto  of  the  President  confirmed 
that  opinion :  measures  were  then  taken  by  Government  to 
increase  the  meiallic  circulation,  by  augmenting  the  value 
of  gold  beyond  the  standard  adopted  by  other  nations.  In 
consequence  of  these  steps  the  public  mind  was  directed, 
with  intense  interest,  (o  the  course  which  it  would  be  pro- 
per  to  pursue,  in  order  to  supply  the  diminished  facilities 
that  would  result  from  the  extinction  of  the  National  Dank. 
A  new  impetus  w^s  given  to  the  creation  of  State  banks, 
until  their  number  was  increased  from  329,  in  1830,  to 
823,  in  1837,  making  an  additional  number  of  494;  while 
from  1816  to  1830,  a  period  of  fourteen  yearv,  the  increase 
had  lieen  only  83. 

The  State  banks,  relieved  from  the  restraining  power  so 
judiciou.4ly  exercised  by  the  National  Bank,  accorded  un- 
reasonable and  indiscriminate  credits,  and  Increased  the 
paper  circulation  of  the  country  one  hundred  and  twenty - 
five  millions  of  dollars ;  a  feverish  impulse  was  g^ven  to  all 
classes  of  society ;  an  unnatural  rise  occurred  in  all  species 
of  property  ;  the  sales  of  public  lands  weie  increased  from 
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$2,300,000,  in- 1880,  to  $34,500,000  in  1836 ;  an  entire 
derangement  of  the  currency,  bb  well  ae  of  the  courses  of 
foreign  and  domestic  exchanges,  ensued,  until  finally,  at 
the  close  of  1836  and  early  in  1837,  the  banks  of  Europe, 
finding  a  great  diminution  of  the  precious  metals  in  their 
▼aultfl,  {•rincipally  caused  by  the  influence  of  the  <*  gold 
bill"  and  the  "Treasury  circular,"  began  to  direct  ro- 
fftrictive  measures  against  those  who  were,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  concerned  in  the  commerce  of  this  country. 

When  this  restiictive  policy  was  made  known  in  the 
United  States,  uneasiness  and  alarm  ezercisod  their  in- 
fluence on  the  minds  of  the  community,  and  as  all  subse- 
quent intelligence  from  Europe  only  tended  to  increase  this 
alarm,  the  State  banks,  throughout  the  country,  became 
panic-struck,  and  commenced  a  course  of  curtailment, 
thereby  rapidly  reducing  the  value  of  property  of  all  de- 
scriptions, and  depriving  their  debtors  of  the  means  of 
meeting  promptly  their  engagements ;  engagements  which 
had  been  induced  by  the  indiscreet  prodigality  of  these 
very  banks  themselves,  and  who  were  finally,  with  a  few 
isolated  exceptions,  compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments. 

Your  memorialists,  in  illustration  of  their  views,  re- 
spectfully submit  a  statement  of  the  rates  of  domestic  and 
foreign  exchanges  at  New  Orleans,  during  the  ten  years 
preceding  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  which  rule  at  the  present  time, 
and  a  statement  of  the  rates  of  discount  on  State  bank 
paper  other  than  that  of  Louisiana,  with  the  rates  of  pre- 
mium on  United  States  Bank  notes ;  they  have  also  added 
a  comparative  view  of  the  rise  in  the  value  of  property 
during  the  existence  of  the  national  bank  and  since  its  ex- 
tinction. 
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The  foregoing  facts  secm^to  your  memorialists  to  demon- 
strate clearly — 

1st.  That  the  State  banks  without  the  control  of  a  Na> 
tional  Bank,  are  incapable  of  sustaining  a  well-regolited 
currency,  and  of  furnishing  a  medium  of  negotiating  the 
foreign  and  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country;  and  ex- 
perience has,  besides,  shown  their  utter  inability  to  perfono 
the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  for  the  collection  and  ditbone- 
ment  of  the  Government  revenues. 

2d.  That  the  want  of  a  national  and  uniform  cunencjii 
most  severely  felt  by  all  classes  of  the  commonitji  vok 
bears  with  peculiar  hardship  on  the  poor,  by  increaflogihe 
cost  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  while  the  loes  altei^io| 
the  transmission  of  funds  from  one  part  of  the  UaioD  to 
another,  is  most  oppressive  on  the  internal  commerce  ind 
manufactures  of  the  country. 

3d.  That  an  uncontrolled  system  of  banking,  liy  '^p^ 
an  unnatural  and  most  artificial  value  to  property,  prodort, 
and  manufactures,  operates  most  unfavorably  on  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  people. 

Your  memorialists,  after  the  most  mature  considentios, 
and  guided  ^n  forming  their  opinion  by  long  experieocp, 
beg  leave  moat  respectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  Con* 
gross  to  the  importance  of  establishing  without  deliya 
National  Bank,  with  branches,  in  the  basin  of  the  chuter 
of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  such  modi- 
fications and  restrictions  as  the  wisdom  and  exprrieace 
of  the  enlightened  representatives  of  the  nation  ma;  sag- 
gest ;  the  early  action  of  Congress  being  more  impoilant,  in 
order  that  the  banks  throughout  the  Union  may  ipecdii; 
be  enabled  to  resume  specie  payments,  which,vin  theopia- 
ion  of  your  memorialists,  cannot  be  efiected  until  a>'i- 
tional  Bank  is  eatablbhed. 

In  submitiing  this  memorial  and  its  important  object  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  your  memorialisU  beg  Iftvc 
further  to  state,  that  they  have  been  impelled  to  sddretf  yoQ 
in  consequence  of  the  intimate  and  important  conneiioo 
between  the  commercial  interests  of  New  Orleans  and  tkt 
agricultural  interests  of  more  than  half  the  Sisleaof  l)» 
Union,  a  moiety  of  the  whole  ex  porta  of  the  domeflic  pro 
duce  of  the  United  States  being  shipped  from  tbiscity  ;ilii 
deep  interest  they  therefore  feci  in  the  adoption  of  a  meas- 
ure by  which  the  exchanges  of  the  country  mayi  '^  ^ 
times,  be  negotiated  on  terms  favorable  to  this  agricultoral 
interests,  on  the  prosptirity  of  which  our  city  is  so  depend- 
ent, induces  them  to  belie.ve  that  their  prayer  will  (« 
favorably  received;  and  they,  as  in  duty  bound,  wille«er 
pray,  dtc. 

SAMUEL  J.  PETERS,  FreiUad, 


NATIONAL  BANK. 


inl  of  3,366  merchants  and  traders  of  i he  cif if  tj 
t  York,  for  the  crefltion  of  ^a  Specie-naym  M- 


Memorial 

New  York,  for  the  crefltion  of  **a  Specie-pai/'fii 
tional  Institution,''     September  28,   IS37,  real  end 
laid  upon  the  table. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repremfatha 
of  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchanti}  and  Iwh'f' 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  «- 
spectfully  represents: 

That,  in  the  midst  of  profound  peace,  embarrassed  py 
no  great  political  struggles,  surrounded  by  all  tlie  eicmenU 
of  proj»perity,  we  find  our  country  involved  in  financial 
ruin;  the  hand  of  industry  arrested;  all  harmony  an^J  ^"' 
cert  in  onr  monetary  operations  destroyed ;  all  inlcrchang* 
of  property  impeded ;  all  internal  exchanges  cmberrasied, 
and  the  whole  nation  forced  to  the  desperate  resort  of « 
suspension  of  specie  payments.     Thos  arc  contracts  ren* 
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deml  inMcure,  paUie  «nd  priytte  faith  vioUted,  the  value 
of  property  onaeUlad,  and  the  people  exposed  to  the  iiopo- 
fition  of  uncontrolled  twoea  of  irredeemable  Slate  bank 
notes.  In  addition  to  thene  disasters,  new  enterprises, 
which  would  furnish  profitable  employment  to  the  laborer, 
the  tnecbanic,  and  the  agriculturist,,  are  prevented ;  and, 
in  fine,  general  confidence,  which,  judiciously  guided  and 
controlled,  is  the  safe  basis  of  agricultural  and  commercial 
prosperity,  annihilated. 

Your  memorialists  confidently  avow  the  bp lief,  that  the 
only  remedy  for  these  accumulated  evils  is  within  the  ju- 
riidiction  of  your  honorable  bodies;  thai  it  exists  in  the 
creation  of  a  specie* paying  national  institution,  obligated 
to  perform  such  fiscal  duties  as  may  be  required  by  Govern- 
ment, and  whose  energies  and  resources  shall  chiefly  be 
directed  to  the  collection  of  moneys,  and  furnishing  of 
drafts  on  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  effect  an 
equaiixatioQ  of  exchanges  throughout  the  country.  Such 
an  institution,  by  extending  its  prosperous  influences  to 
the  threshold  of  every  citizen,  would,  your  memorialists 
believe,  prove  a  naiional  blessing. 

In  the  creation  of  such  an  instilution,  two  great  objects, 
intimately  connected  with  the  well-being  of  the  nation, 
would,  in  the  judgment  of  your  memorialists,  be  at- 
tained : 

1.  A  resumption  of  specie  payments,  without  which  no 
■afe  itindard  of  value  can  exist. 

2.  An  equalization,  so  far  as  practicable,  of  the  exchan- 
gn  of  the  United  States. 

As  to  the  power  of  the  Government  to  organize  such  an 
inslitntion,  no  doubt,  it  is  presumed,  can  now  be  cnter- 
tained.  It  was  exercised  during  the  administration  of 
Washington,  and  has  received  in  some  form,  more  or  less 
direct,  the  sanction  of  all  his  successors. 

Your  memorialists  accordingly  request  that  Congress 
will  create  such  an  instilution  as  is  herein  suggested,  by 
which  great"  advantages  will  be  conferred  on  the  country, 
while  the  rights  of  the  General  Government  and  of  the 
Slates  may  at  the  same  time  be  scrupulously  protected  from 
encroachment  and  injury. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duly  bound,  will  ever 

New  Yohk,  September  18,  1837. 


MODE  OF   COLLECTING  THE   REVENUE   IN 
GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  FRANCE. 

September  14,  1837,  eubnntted  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  

^oie  in  which  the  revenues  of  Great  Britain  are  carried 

into  the  Exchequer, 

The  public  revenue  of  Great  Britain  is  gathered  from 
the  people  by  a  class  of  officers  termed  collectors,  except 
the  stamp  duties,  which  are  collected  by  distributors  of 
ilarapa. 

The  money  when  so  collected  is  paid  over  to  a  superior 
claas  of  officers  called  receivers  general,  by  whom  it  is  paid 
into  the  Exchequer. 

The  office  of  receiver  general  is  one  of  high  antiquity, 
>nd  is  recognised  as  being  in  existence  by  many  ancient 
.itatutev.  Originally  it  probably  designated  the  receivers  of 
the  Crown  roots  and  feudal  charges,  which  constituted  so 
Sreat  a  portion  of  the  ancient  royal  revenue.  Until  the 
Commonwealth,  the  revenues  arising  from  subsidies,  ship 
money,  Ac,  were  collected  by  the  sherifTs  of  the  several 
counties ;  but  since  the  restoration,  most  of  the  payments 
bto  the  Exchequer  have  been  made  through  the  receivers 
Rcneral.  At  present  there  are  receivers  general  for  each 
diitinct  branch  of  the  royal  revenue. 


For  the  kmd  fax,  there  b  one  who  is  stationed  at  Lon- 
don, to  whom  the  oolloetors  of  this  branch  pay  or  remit 
the  sums  collected  at  specific  periods. 

For  the  aetesaed  taxes,  excise,  ^c,  there  are  fifiy  for 
England,  and  one  for  Scotland.  The  receivers  general  of 
aseessed  taxea  in  England,  have  each  a  distinct  district  of 
country  allotted  to  them,  and  make  their  payments  into  tha 
Exchequer  at  stated  periods,  from  weekly  to  monthly,  ac- 
cording to  the  diattnce  from  London  and  their  average 
amount  of  receipts.  The  term  is  generally  about  every 
80  days.  Tha  remittances  are,  for  the  moet  part,  through 
private  bankers,  excepting  where  the  Bank  of  England 
has  recently  establiahed  branches  in  near  and  convenient 
sitoattons. 

For  the  siamp  duties,  there  is  one  receiver  general  for 
England  and  one  for  Scotland.  The  distributors  in  Eng- 
land remit  monthly  to  the  receiver  general,  generally  in  bills 
of  exchange  running  from  16  to  30  days.  In  Scotland  the 
distributors  remit  weekly  to  the  receiver  general  at  Edin- 
burgh, who  remits  by  bills  of  exchange  to  ihfi  Bank  of 
England  alternately  through  the  six  principal  private  bank- 
ing establishments  in  that  city,  throe  of  them  being  joint- 
stock  companies. 

For  ^e  eustoois,  there  is  one  receiver  general  at  Lon- 
don, who  is  bound  to  pay  his  receipts  in  money,  draflsi^ 
bills  of  exchsnge,  dec,  daily  into  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. 

These  amounts  are  paid  into  the  Exchequer  weekly  for 
each  receiver,  in  the  following  manner,  thoofrh  for  this  and 
other  payments  three  bank  clerks  attend  daily  at  the  Ex- 
chequer. The  bank  writes  off  the  amount  of  the  weekly 
payments  in  cash,  which  is  expressed  in  a  bank  note  drawn 
in  a  form  prescribed  for  the  purpose  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury ;  which  note,  duly  signed  by  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  is  delivered  to  the  receiver  general  or  his  clerk,  duly 
authorized,  by  whom  it  is  paid  into  the  Exchequer  as  so 
much  cash.  It  is  expressly  provided  by  law  that  this  note 
shall  be  received  at  the  Exchequer  as  cash. 

The  receiver,  upon  such  payment,  is  discharged  for  the 
amount  so  paid,  and  the  bank  made  liable,  and  the  sums 
thus  made  available  for  the  public  service— the  note  being 
evidence  of  the  possession  of  so  much  public  money  by  the 
bank,  or  rather  being  so  much  nitmey  itself— the  forms  of 
the  Exchequer  being  satisfied  by  the  placing  the  note  re- 
ceived from  the  bank  in  the  chest,  under  lock  and  key  of 
the  Treasury  officer^. 

The  coUecton  of  tha  customs  and  of  the  assessed  taxes 
are  specially  authorized  and  instructed  to  make  various  pay- 
ments out  of  the  moneys  received  by  them  to  pensioners, 
officers  on  half  pay  residing  in  their  neighborhood,  local 
militia,  and  other  public  charges.  The  vouchers  for  such 
payments  are  probably  received  and  passed  to  their  credit  as 
so  much  cash  :  so  in  the  cobnies  the  collectors  pay  over  to 
the  military  chest,  or  paymastera  of  the  army  on  the  spot, 
and  their  receipts  are  vouchers  for  the  payment,  with  the 
previous  instructions. 

Statutes  in  which  reeeivera  are  referred  to  as  existing 

ofiicere ; 

Stat,  de  Sacoano,  51  H.  3;  Westminister  2d,  18  E.  1 : 
84  db  35  H.  8 ;  7  E.  6;  13  KHz.  (See  special  report  and 
evidence,  A.  D.  1831—3.^ 

Other  payments  are  made  daily  by  various  persons  at  the 
Exchequer,  and  in  coin  or  Bank  of  England  notes,  which 
are  now  by  law  money  itself-^being  a  tender  for  all  public 
and  private  dues,  except  by  the  bank  itself. 

The  three  bank  clerks  take  the  money  through  the  day, 
and  on  a  wastebook  the  tellers  charge  it  to  them,  and  cause 
proper  receipts-  to  be  given  by  the  proper  officers  to  those 
who  pay  it  in. 

Through  the  day  the  tellere  give  a  minute  to  the  bank 
clerks  of  the  sums' daily  paid  out  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
which  those  clerks  pay  out  on  the  spot  from  the  money  they 
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have  brought  with  them  in  the  morniug  from  the  bank, 
with  the  charge  they  keep  in  their  own  private  chest,  in 
the  Exchequer.  After  2  o'clock  the  receipts  and  payments 
of  the  day  are  balanced,  and  if  the  bank  clerks  have  re- 
ceived more  than  they  have  paid  out  on  account  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, they  pay  over  the  balance  on  the  spot,  and  it  is 
put  in  the  proper  iron  chest  of  the  Exchequer. 

If  they  have  paid  out  more,  the  Iron  Exchequer  chest  is 
opened,  and  the  balance  paid  on  the  spot  to  the  bank 
clerks. 

The  local  collectors  sometimes  take  bank  notes  of  the 
joint-stock  companies,  and  of  private  bankers,  but  they 
have  to  remit  funds  which  are  equivalent  to  specie,  or  are 
a  legal  tender  /  and  to  do  it  weekly  or  semi-monthly,  or 
monthly,  as  the  distance  and  amount  may  require. 

Mode  of  collecting,   keeping,   and  tranaferring  public 

money  in  France. 

1st  Collected  by  local  officers  for  different  kind  of  taxes, 
and  in  specie  or  Government  drafts  of  various  kinds;  which 
are  deemed  equivalent,  and  are  kept  in  che^  till  paid  out 
to  creditora,  or  paid  over  to  the  local  paymasters  and  re- 
ceivers. 

3d.  Kept.  It  is  mostly  paid  over  to  public  officers  and 
creditors  on  the  spot  or  near,  under  previous  instructions 
or  special  orders  and  drafts,  e.  g. — to  pensioners ;  to 
holders  of  stock  for  interest;  to  paymasters  of  army  or 
navy,  dec. 

3d.  Transferred.  The  residue  is  remitted  to  Paris  under 
direction  of  an  officer,  who  superintends  the  movement  of 
the  funds,  or  what  we  call  transfers,  and  is  there  kept  in 
Exchequer  chests ;  and  it  is  done  by  conveying  it  in  coin 
and  drafts,  or  by  bills  of  exchange. 

This  is  accomplished  through  the  receivers  general,  who 
gather  up  and  remit  all  not  paid  out  in  the  several  provinces 
or  departments,  by  the  collectors,  paymasters,  Slc. 

What  is  wanted  in  tlie  deficient  provinces,  is  then  remit- 
ted from  Paris,  if  not  sent  across  the  country  from  the  over- 
redundant  provinces  by  bills  of  exchange. 

A. — Both  in  France  and  England  the  national  debts  are 
so  large  that  the  balances  on  hand  at  any  one  time  sre 
small. 

B. — There  is  no  authorized  depoeite  in  any  bank,  it  is 
believed ;  but  if  done  in  local  banks,  or  in  Bank  of  France, 
it  is  a  private  arrangement. 


(.RAIN   I.MPORTED   WITHIN  THE    LAST 
TWELVE  YEARS. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry,  shmcitig  the 
quantity  of  grain  imported  within  the  Uut  twelve  years; 
tn  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentfttives  of  the  I9th  ultimo.  October  7,  1837,  read^ 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 

TuxASUBT  Dkpabthekt,  October  6,  1837. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  19th  ultimo,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  furnish  a  statement  of  '<  how  many  bushels 
of  corn,  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  and  other  bread-stuSs, 
have  been,  during  the  last  twelve  years,  imported  from  for- 
eign countries  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  distin- 
guishing the  several  ports,"  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
transmit  a  report  and  statement,  prepared  by  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  which  contain  the  information  called  for, 
as  far  as  the  returns  on  file  in  his  office  enable  him  to  com- 
ply with  the  resolution. 

I  am,  very  ro^^pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


TnXASUBT  DariRTMEST, 

Regitter's  Offi^^  October  5,  16IT. 

Sin:  Herewith  is  transmitted  a  BtateraentexhibttiDglbi 
quantities  and  values  of  grain  and  bread>stufls  importsdiato 
the  United  States  annually,  from  1821  to  the  30th  of  Jqm, 
1837,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Ho« 
of  Representatives  of  the  19th  of  September  lut  As  tk 
importations  of  these  articles  were  very  limited  pfeviow  lo 
the  year  1835,  and  the  details  previous  to  1833,  fromvludt 
statement  No.  3  has  been  collated,  were  destroyed  io  Ibe 
late  Treasury  building,  the  quantities  imported  ioto  the 
respective  ports  are  suted  for  the  years  1835,  1836,  lod 
nine  months  of  the  year  1837. 

I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  the  bariey,  rye,  &c.  vhich 
may  have  been  imported  into  New  York  during  the  jtm 
1«'»38,  *6,  and  '7,  are  not  included  in  statement  No.  3,  ifc( 
returns  from  that  port  not  specifying  those  items. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  nr,  joarol«- 
dient  servant, 

T.  L.  SMITH. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbuhv, 

Secretarj  of  the  IVcasury. 

No.  1. 

Slatenunt  exhibiting  the  auantiiy  and  value  ofKhal 
flour i  wheat,  and  oats,  imported  into  the  United  Slain 
from  \st  October,  1824,  to  39M  June,  1837. 
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TaBASUET  DEFAHTXXirT, 

Register's  Office,  October  6,  1837. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Riguder- 
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Grain  imported  within  the  taat  tutehe  yean. 
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telemeni  exhibiting  the  quantilu  and  nalue  of  vihtal 
Jbur,  wheal,  md  oait,  imparled  into  ike  United  Siatee 
fnm  the  Ut  day  of  October,  IBM,  to  the  SOIh  of  June 
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T.  L.  SMITH.  fleg-iWn-. 


Satement  exhibiting  the  quanllt;/ and  value  of  rye,  bar- 
ley, com,  and  other  grain,  imparted  into  the  United 
Stateifrom  let  October,  1634,  (o  30M  June,  1837. 


Bib. 

ISX. 

'^ 

1637. 

Burti. 

Vilue. 

Budi. 

Vilne. 

BlBhBl. 

V.1US. 

ChunptiLn. 

s.fe„^    - 

I07 

•141 

3,830 

ftaoo 

DkmiT 

400 

3,611 

i,9ra 

Ali^i^. 

H 

37,136 

Tou]    . 

' 

10 

OT 

112 

iaa,Mi 

I13,M> 

Fwimiuiittddr 

"i 

■ 

sJ^'iHuboT      1 

■1 

t-^ 

i,na 

8;^    : 

T. 

a,io» 

ItajrWaB. 

Tuul   - 

316 

HO 

a2,47» 

8,804 

11^ 

bfin 

176 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  8f  Seaton's  Regitter. 


86th  Coaa.  Id  8111.] 


Mtxiean  Jffairt 


STATEMENT  Nc 

K  3 — Continued. 

Corn. 

Importbd  into. 

1S36. 

1836. 

1837. 

Bus.  Value. 

Bus. 

Value. 

Bus.    1 

Value. 

Paaaamaquoddy. 
Vermont 

25 

•TO 

n 

80 

63 

69 

Chunplain. 

Oaweiiiaichie. 

Niagan. 

8ack^U'B  HaiixMr      - 

a 

. 

359 

402 

Buffalo. 

Oswego. 

Oenewe. 
Detroit 

2,400 

2,606 

4,213 

.  4,718 

3,769 

3,759 

Boeton. 

Philadelphia. 

Baltimore. 

Alexandria. 

128 

14t 

6 

9 

Oft 

Key  Weet      • 

• 

2/i63 

• 

• 

31 

31 

Total   • 

4,6S0 

5,909 

3,853 

3,869 

OTHER  GRAIN  AND  MEAL 


Paseamaquoddy 

Venixmt 

Champlain 

Oswegfttchie. 

Niagara         • 

Sackeil's  Harbor. 

Buffalo 

Oswego 

Genesee. 

Detroit. 

Bosioo. 

PhiladelphU. 

Baltimore. 

Alexandria 

Key  West 

Total 


Treabxtut  Defartmikt, 

Regi8ter^8  Office,  Octobr^,  1887 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Reghier, 


MEXICAN  AFFAIRS. 

Correspondence  between  the  Department  of  State  and  the 
Mexican  minieter,  aeeompanying  the  President's  mes- 
sage at  the  opening  of  Congress. 

UST  OF  PAPERS. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Fonyth,  I4th  May,  1836.     Tran»- 

lation. 

Mr.  Gorostizato  Mr.  Forsyth,  24th  May,  1886.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Foray th  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  37th  May,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr,  Forsyth,  9th  July,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. * 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  12th  July,  1S36. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  21st  July,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  26th  July,  1836. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Gaines,  27th  July,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  28th  July,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  1st  August,  1836. 

Mr.  GorosUza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  2d  August,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  4th  August,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  4th  August,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  10th  August,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  23d  August,  1836. 

The  same  to  the  same,  16th  August,  183C. 


Mr.  Sanders  to  Mr.  Dickins*  5th  August,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  21st  August,  1836.  TrMs- 

lation. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  31st  August,  1836. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  26th  Aug.,  1836.    Trans- 
lation. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  3l8t  August,  1836. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  ForsyUi,  3d  Sept.,   1836.    TrMM 

lation. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  9th  Sept.,  1836.    TiiBf 

lation. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  I6th  September,  1836. 
Mr.  Addison  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  20lh  August.  1836. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsytii,  lOlh  Sept.,  1836.    Tma- 

lation. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  I2lh  Sept.,  1836.    TwH- 

lation. 
Mr.  Price  to  Mr.  Mercado,  1st  September,  1836. 
Mr.  Swartwout  U)  the  same,  8th  September,  1836. 
Mr.  Martinez  to  Mr.  Monasierio,  10th  Feb.,  1836.  TraM- 

lation. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  20th  September,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  same,  17th  September,  1836. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  18th  Sept.,  1836.    Tm* 

laiion. 
Memorandum,  23d  September,  1836. 
Abstract  of  letters  from  the  President  U.  S.  to  Gen.  GaiaM. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  lo  Mr.  Forsyth,  23d  Sept,  1836.    TraBf 

lation. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  27Ui  Sept.,  1836.    Trus- 

lation. 
Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  28th  September,  1836. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  lo  Mr.  Dickins,  1st  October,  1836.    TraM- 

lation. 
Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  18th  Octolier,  1836. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  15tii  Oct.,  1836.    Traot- 

lation. 
Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  20th  October,  1836. 

J»fr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr,  Forsyth. 
[Translation.] 

Washihotoit,  iUoy  14,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  ninitfv 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Meiican  Republic,  received  il  tbise 
o'clock  yesterday  evening,  the  note  which  the  Secreiaiy 
of  State  of  these  United  Sutes  did  him  the  hooor  to  s^ 
dress  to  him  on  the  10th  instant,  in  reply  to  his  of  ihed^ 
preceding.  The  undersigned  has  made  himself  scqnaioied 
with  its  contents,  and  he,  in  consequence,  submits  lo  tht 
Secretary  4>f  State  the  present  explanations,  whtcb  he  coo- 
siders  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  completely  and  dfei^ 
exhibiting  the  motive  which  guided  him  on  thisocc  ~ 
as  also  the  precise  nature  of  ihe  terms  by  which  he 
to  express  his  protest. 

The  undersigned,  in  fact,  does  not  perceive  (pokip* 
from  want  of  comprehension  on  his  part)  the  value  oftht 
difference  noticed  by  the  American  Government,  betwcsa 
not  authorizing  General  Gaines  to  go  to  Nacogdochsi,sad 
ordering  him  not  to  advance  l)eyond  Nacogdoches.  T^ 
undersigned,  on  the  contrary,  conceives  that  il  wouU  i»t 
have  been  judged  necessary  to  warn  that  General  thai  bs 
is  not  to  pass  l>eyond  a  certain  determined  point,  iiBiei|s 
he  had  been  already  supposed  to  have  the  power  cS  h- 
vancing  to  that  point  Nor  can  the  undersigned  wiwt 
the  doctrine,  that  the  troops  of  a  friendly  Power  are  tutbo- 
rizod  to  enter  of  their  own  accord  up«Q  the  territoiy  «  * 
neighboring  Power,  however  benevolent  be  the  enJ  P^ 
poMd,  and  even  if  the  result  be  evidenUy  advantageoos  w 
the  latter.  Such  a  principle  would  in  fact  destn>}  |he 
very  foundation  of  the  independence  of  nations :  iot  ^ 
which  is  done  to-day  entirely  with  the  view  of  aaasiwi 
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lie  faeni,  may  to-morrow  be  underUkon  for  pnrpoaes  less 
rare ;  the  pretext  would  be  equally  plaoeible  In  each  caie. 
kod  i(  for  this  reason,  in  such  cases,  the  prerious  assent 
las  always  been  required,  at  least  of  every- Government 
rhose  territory  is  to  be  protected  by  foreign  troops,  what 
loQlit  can  there  be  in  the.  present  instance,  when  the  rep- 
Bsenutive  of  Mexico  has  at  once  declared,  in  the  name  of 
lit  Oo^verament,  that  he  is  thankful  for  thd  favor,  but  does 
lot  accept  it  1 

The  undersigned,  moreover,  does  not  think  that  he  has 
^ven  any  motive  for  inferring  from  his  conduct,  that  he 
ould  have  been  so  suspicious '  of  the  intentions  of,  the 
Imerican  Government  as  to  suppose  thit  the  object  of 
Seneral  Gaincs*s  movement  was  to  establish  any  sort  of 
igfat  to  the  ground  which  that  general  was  about  to  occu- 
f.  Indeed,  how  could  the  undersigned  have  entertained 
Dch  an  idea,  after  the  American  Government  had  declaretl 
ae  contrary  to  him  on  several  occasions,  officially  and  ex- 
Jicilly  1  And  this  frank  and  noble  declaration  was  of  it- 
rif  BOfficifent  to  render  him  easy  as  to  the  future.  If  the 
tadersigned  from  the  first  felt  a  repugnance  to  the  measure 
rhich  the  American  Government  proposed  to  adopt,  and 
'  afterwards,  on  tlie  9th  instant,  he  considered  it  his  duty 
>  protest  on  account  of  (sobre)  one  of  its  necessary  con- 
Bquences,  it  was  only  because  then,  and  sincd,  he  con- 
cived  that  the  Mexican  territory  would  bo  violated"  as  soon 

•  Ibe  troops  of  General  Gaines  should  pass  the  Sabrne ; 
ecaoso  he  has  consiilered  and  does  consider  as  Mexican 
ffritory,  all  that  was  dc  faclo  possessed  by  Spain  at  the 
Uneof  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  limits  of  1819,  be- 
vrten  Spain  and  the  United  States,  until  the  provisions  of 
j»  third  article  were  carried  iato  effect,  and  because  he 
Miefore  relied  sM  still  relies  upon  the  obligaticlnundcY 

raich  both  parties  are  to  maintain  the  stntu  quo  until  that 

me.  .  ^ 

In.the  opinion  of  the  undersigned^  ft  Is  of  no  impoi^aoee 
f  i!l!f*  ^^^  **"  themselves  Texiana  (although  not  one 
f  them  woa  bom  in  Texas)  sHoukl  momentarily  occupy 
J»rf  of  the  territory  boftlering  on  the  United  States, 
ftas  IS  an  accidental  occurrence,'  arising  ihefely  from  the 
ueamstanoe  ihAt  there  were  no  Mexican  trootw  on  the 
foatier  when  the  insmrrection  took  place/  and  that  those 
*Jeh  have  bem,  since  sent  by  the  Gtivernment-have  not 
■thad  time  to  arrive  there. 

'  As  he  relied  upon  this  principle,  the  undersigned  eoutd 
M  but  bo  surprised  that  the  Seeretary  of  State,  aHnding 

•  donBt  to  those  persons  who  diteti  the  operations  of  the 
'■■'sn^n  in  insurrection  in  Texas,  should  have  designated 
^  in  bis  note  by  the  collective  lith)  of  Texian  Gtivem- 
»M,  as  the  undfvsigntsd  did  not  at  6 ret  edmprehend  that 
Ir.  Forsyth  had  used  this  designation  with  any  other  oh- 
^thui  to  express  in  plainer  language  another  accidental 
Knrastanco  arising  ftom  the  former.  On  thfs  point,  the 
■deraignod  conceives  It  iiis  duty  to  declare  that  his  Gov- 
rtiment  neither  knows  of  any  such  Government  in  Tncas, 
w  is  aware  thai  the  American  Government  knows  of  any 
^-  All  that  the  Mexican  (rovernment  knows  of  Texas 
K  that  in  ftat  Mexicin  province  there  are'  some  foreign 
Ironists  who  bad  promised  to  live  under  the  laws  of  the 
•ontry,  and  that  those  persons,  aided  by  other  foreigners, 
*^c  raised  there  the  standard  of  rebellion.  Whether 
forico  cah  or  cannot  repress  this  rebellion,  experience 
|HI  very  soon  show,  especially  if  those  who  are  nejlhet 
fextcsns  nor  Texians  cease  from  infeeriering  illeguliy  or 
l^^tly  tn  a  contest  entirely  domestic. 

The  undersigned,  (torn  proper  respect  to  the  declared 
!i*kes  of  the  AmeriAh  Government,  will  also  abstain  from 
Poking  a  premature  discussion  as  to  the  future  botimla- 

•  of  the  two  nations,  leaving  the  solution  of  the  differ- 
!*fewith  respect  to  the  ex tremer  limits  ef  each,  to  the  pe- 
«d'8hd  the  Arbiters  provided  for  in  the  treiity  itself.  /He 
'ill  merely  add,  thar  his  Government  is  aniniated  by  th6 
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same  sentimenta  witkthat  of  the  United  Stfttes,  and,  like 
that  of  the  United  States,  will  then  not  insist  apon  any 
thing  which  cannot  be  sustained  by  reason  and  facts,  ac- 
cording to  the  just  interpretation  of  the  treaty. 

The  onderstgned  avails  himself  of -this  occasion  torepect 
to  the  honnrable  J.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  -the  assurances  of  bis  distinguished  considera- 
tion. M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  J.  FoEsrra,  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr,  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Fonyth. 

[Translation.] 

WASHivaToy,  May  24,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  envoy* extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotantiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  haa  the  honor  to 
•dd'rosa  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of 
these  United  States,  upon  an  albtr  the  moat  serious  and 
important,  in  his  opinion,  to  the  relaiiona  and  intoresta  of 
the  two  countries  which  has  occurred  since  they  have  been 
united  ftementadoej  by  the  firm  bonds  of  equity,  friend- 
ship, and  mutual  convenience.  The  underaigned,  from 
what  he  has  re^d  and  learnt  respecting  some  of  the  lata  de- 
bates of  the  Senate,  and  particularly  from  the  statamenta 
in  the  IntcJIigftoeer  of  this  day,  that  a  proposition  of  Mr. 
Walker's,  with  regard  to  the  recognition  of  theindapendenee 
of  Texas,  has  been  referred  -to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Affairs  of  that  house,  cannot  but  see,  althongh  with  the  ut- 
most amazement,  that  measures  are  actually  in  progress  for 
the  said  recognition,  with  a  total  disregard  of  the  righta  of 
a  neighboring  Power,  and  of  those  considerations  which 
are,  perhaps,  due  to  it  from  the  amicable  comluct  hitherto 
observe<l  by  it  towards  the  United  States.  And  what  is 
the  apparent  motive  for  this  precipitate  adoption  of  a  meas- 
nre  so  serieus,  so  infinitely  important  t  The  nndenigned 
can  discover  no.  other  than  an  account,  entirely  doeUtute  of 
authenticity,  of  a  victory  on  the  part  of  theTexians,  which 
is  now  considered  decisive.  .The  undersigned  haa  waaons 
for  belteving  it  to  have  been  expressly  forged  in  Texas, 
perbeps  for  some  determined  object,  or  at  least  to  have  been 
exaggerated  with  the  same  intention,  to  the  very  c^mfinea 
of  the  ridiculous.  The  underaigned,  however,  goes  further, 
and,  supposing  it  even  for  a  moment  to  be  tnie  to  the  full 
extent  in  which  it  is  stated  m  some  of  the  New  Orleans 
newppapers,  that  General  Santa  Anna,  from  excess  of  ar- 

^'dor,  or  from  one  of  those  caprices  of  .fortune,  should  have 
advanced  farther  than  be  ought,  and  should  have  been  de- 
feated and  made  prisoner,  have  General  Houaton^laix  hun- 
dred men  nothing  more  to  do  ?  What  has  become  of  the 
other  columns  of  the  Mexican  army  commanded  by  Greno- 
rals  Sesma,  Urrea,  Filisola,  4lcA  It  is  said  that  they  will 
alsd  surrender  wKhout  firing  a  gun ;  but  ia  it  yet  known 
that  tbey  have  surrendered  ?  And  ^an  if  they  abouki  so 
iiir  lose  their  senses  as  to  yield  to  enemies  who  cannot  at- 
tack them,  can  a  nation  of  seven  mtltions  of  inhabitanta 
not  find  men  to  oppose  General  Houston's  six  hundred 
men  1  The  undersigned  is  not  ignorant  that  the  friends  of 
Texas  have  spreac).  the  rumor,  upon  which  depends  all  the 
hopes  of  the  credulous,  that  general  Santa  Anna  is  ready 
to  make  every  sacritico  to  recover  his  liberty.  •  The  under- 
signed, however,  places  too  much  confidenoe  in  the  genius 
and  patriotism  of  General  Santa  Anna  to  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  any , thing  so  totally  absurd.  MoreCver,  if  it  be 
believed  that  the  Captain  General  exerdaea  an  influence  so 
irresistibte  over  the  deeiihiea  ef  his  country,  what  need  ia 
there  of  so  prematurely  recognising  that  which  is  so  aoon 

^to  take  placet 

The  undersigned  appnciaiea  too  highly  the  insUtutinns 
of  the  American  people,  and  has  too  much  respect  for  the 
indepAidcnce  inherent  in  every  represratative  power,  to 
pretend  to  make  any  remark  or  complaint  respecting  what 
has  taken  piece  in  the  Senota ;  neither  will  he  attempt  to  in« 
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^caU  wy  Kne  ^(  conduct  to  the  Ezecativo  of  tovoreign  aod 
ftodepondf  nt  Statei.  A  If  that  he  proposoa  ib  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Pregident  to  a  aoaabre  which,  if  it  be  adopt- 
ed, will  clearly  be  a  imwt  materiel  injuTy  to  (he  rights  of 
Mexico,  aod  will,  moreover,  be  at  variance  with  those 
principles  which  have  hitherto  guided  theee  United  States 
in  (he  recognition  of  Qovornmenta<2e/iiefD;  becaoee,  con- 
sidering the  question  merely  in  this  point  of  view,,  how  can  it 
be  supposed  that  the  Te xians  have  demonstrated  their  pow- 
er of  maintaining  their  asserted  independence,  while  the 
Mexican  troops  actually  occupy  the  whole  territory  in- 
cluded between  the  rivers  San  Jacinto  and  Las  Nue- 
ces?— while  no  one  knows  where  their  fugitive  government 
resides ;  while,  since  the  end  of  February,  they  have  been 
unable  to  conquer  in  a  single  engagement,  except  that  of 
the  2 1st  of  April,  the  data  of  their  supposed  .victory  over 
one  thousand  Mexicans.  The  undersigned  is  too  dbeply 
interested  in  maintaining  the  relations  between  his  country 
and  these  UnUed  States  on  the  same  footing  of  friendship 
and  mutual  g%>d  feeling  on  which  they  have  been  since 
their  establishment,  to  delay  in  submitting  these  considera- 
tions to  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretaiy  of  State  of 
these  United  States ;  and  he  embracee  this  opportunity  to 
repeat  to  him  the  assurances  of  his  most  lUattnguiehed 
consideration.  M.  B.  BE  60R0STI2A. 

To  the  Hon.  Jouy  FoasTrn. 

JJ/y.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Goroafiza. 

DaFxaTMBXT  Of  Stats, 

Washingion,  May  27,  1836. 

The  undf*reigned,  Secretaiy  of  State  of  the  United 
StateiB,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  letter  of  Mr.  Uo- 
iroetisa,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary 
of  Mexico,  of  the  24th  instant,  calling  the  attention  of  the . 
President  of  the  United  States  to  a  motion  made  in  the 
.Senate,  now  in  seesion,  to  refisr  the  petitions  of  certain 
.  Amvican  citisens  to  the  Committee  oi  Foreign  Relations 
Ibr  examination,  which  is  described  by  Mr.  Gprostisa 
as  the  proposition  of  ft  member  of  that  body  regarding  the 
recognition  of  the  independencei  of  Texasw  'i'he  under- 
•igned  lost  no  time  in  laying  that  eommunication  before  the 
President,  and  in  doing  so  he  presumes  he  has  fulfilled  all 
the  expectations  of  the  Mexican  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary.  The  correct  view  of  our  institu- 
tions taken  by  Mr.  Ooroetiza,  and  of  the  hidependeiice  of 
every  representaUyo  Power,  renders  it  unnecessary  for  the 
-ondersigned  to  detain  him  by  the  assignment  of  any  reaaons 
why  the  ocourrences  in  either  house  of  Congress  on  ques- 
tions proposed  or  pending  there  are  considered  so  altogeth- 
er domestic  in  their  origin  and  character,  as  not  to  be  sub- 
jects of  discussion  with  a  foreign  Power.  It  i*  the  duty 
of  the  President  to  presume  that  what  is  right  and  just  will 
hji  done  by  all  the. departments  of  the  Oovemmeut,  and 
any  such  discussion  of  matters  exclusively  before  any  dis- 
tinct branch  of  it,  until  a  decision  is  made,  for  which  the 
Government  is  responsible,  would  be,  on  his  part,  both 
premature  and  disrespectful. 

The  undeFsigned  is  instructed  to  asiiure  Mr.  Gorostiza 
-that  no  decision  on  this -question  will  be  made  by  this  Qov- 
«rnmcnt  which  will  not  be  founded  on  those  rules  and  prin- 
^ples  which  have  governed  it  in  the  disputes  between  Spain 
and  the  Hpahish  American  States,  and  in  those  which  hove 
unhappily  ooeunred  between  constituent  members  of  those' 
States  themselves.  The  Mexicafi  Government  well  knows 
what  those  rules  and  principles  are,  having  uninterrupted- 
ly enjoyed  for  years  the  benefits  of  their  practical  applica- 
tion. When  all  the  facts  are  known,  and  not  before,  upon* 
a  full,  fair,  and  careful  examination,  having  in  view  all  the 
considerations  ihat*  are  due  to  the  .friendly  obligaticfes  aod 
amicable  relations  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  this 
Government  will  proceed  to  decide  en  that  question  \%hieh 


Mr.  Goroetisa  has  ao  truly  desribed  as  of  vast  imporiMRB 
in  its  immediato  relations  and  in  iu  inevit^le  resohi. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Gorostixatheasnnaaai 
of  has  very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  F0R8YT& 

His  Ex.  Sen.  l>on  M.  £.  nx  Gokostiza. 

Mr,  Gototiixa  io  Mr.  Fanyth, 
[Translation.] 

LegATIOIT  EtTRAOaniirART  or  THX  MXXICA5  RipriLic 

TO  THX  UjriTxn  Statxs, 

Wcuhington^  July  9,  1836. 

Si  a:  Having  been  assured  that  some  new  oooumisin- 
ers  of  the  so-called  Government  of  Texas  ( Messrs.  P.  V. 
Grayson  and  James  Collingsworth)  are  about  to  am*!  ia 
this  federal  city,  and  aa  they  may,  perhapai,  in  order  to  gi« 
greater  weight  to  their  negotiation,  bring  forward  mm 
agreement  which  General  Santa  Anna  may  have  coockiM 
since  he  wa»  made  prisoner  of  war  on  the  field  of  Stoli- 
cinto,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  yov,  Mr. 
Secretary  of  State,  as  it  may  not  have  as  yet  beeo  leeabf 
you,  for  your  information,  an  official  copy  of  the  law  pr»- 
mulgated  on  the  20th  of  May  last,  by  the  Mexicao  Coe- 
gress,  the  third  article  of  which  precisely  provides  (iff  ths 
case,  by  declaring  all  such  agreements  void  ab  mttM* 

I  avail  myselfof  this  opportunity,  Mr.  Secretaiy  of  Suie, 
to  renew  to  you  the  aasuranoes  of  ray  distiogoifhsd  cai- 
aideration.  M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

Hon.  JoJiN  FoasTTR,  Secretary  of  State. 

[Translation  of  the  law.] 

DsPABTXEicr  or  Wak  asbI^att, 

Central  M^ion,  tabk  ^fi' 

His  Excellency,  the  President  ad  interim  of  tfas  M' 
can  republic,  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  lbs  Mar 
ing  decree : 

The  President  ad  interim  of  the  Moxicaa  lepoUic  «> 
the.  inhabitants.  3e  it  known  that  the  GeMralCofV** 
has  decreed  the  following : 

■AjiT.  1.  The  Government  will  excite  Ike  patrioti«^ 
the  Mexieansi  and  will  employ  all  tbo  reeourass  in  ill  p>*' 
er  to  continue  with  vigor  the  war  in  Texas,  oatiitlisP' 
tional  honor  be  establislied,  the  interests  of  the  npB^^ 
entirely  secured,  and  the  liberty  of  the  Presidcot  OamI 
be  obtained.  

Art.  S.  The  eucoessful  co-operation  of  airf  V^ 
whether  a  citizen  or  a  fureigner,  in  obtaining  the  &a^^ 
the  said  President,  will  be  considered  as  a  ao<^»^ 
guished  service,  which  Congrese  will  be  carefal  te  nev 
appropriately.  ^ 

Art.  3.  The  Government  will  fulfil  the  objeettef » 
first  article,  without  regard  to  any  scipuIatioD  v^jjf 
President  may  make,  or  have  mad«,  vihile  a  priaoeirt  ^ 
stipulations  being  null,  void,  and  of  no  e£bcL 

Abt.  4.  The  Government  is  authorised  to  atk  frosittie 
deimrtments  one-^fourth  of  the  reerults  which  weie  it  v 
furnished  by  the  old  States  aocordUig  to  the  law  of  AQC«t 
24,  1824. 

Aet.  5.  The  Government  is  in  like  manner  a«iiiontB> 
to 'establish  recruiting  stations  at  such  points  '^^'^ 
judge  profier,  making  the  necessary  eppropriatisnt  10^ 
efiect,  and  sublraeting  from  the  contingent  of  each  ^^' 
ment  the  recruits  raised  in  its  territory. 

Art.  6.  The  capital  of  the  republic,  and  the  towflfBip< 
within  the  limits  of  iU  federal  disuict,  will  (vna^  ^a^ 
hundred  recruits,  chosen  by  lot,  according  to  the  iff*-" 
lacion  ot  1767,  so  fares  it  has  not  been  repealed.  «"' 
penens  thus  chosen  may  be  exempted  front  V^'*^^ 
vice,  by  presenting  a  proper,  substitute,  or  by  payiognj 
dollars  to  the  recruiting  fund,  in  either  of  which  csjei  WJ 
will  reoeiye  their  discharge  as  if  thcMF-had  serred. 


APPENDIX— ro  Galet  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


179 


Mexieati  Affair%, 


[20th  CoNo.  1st  Sfss. 


Antonio  Montoya,  PresidenL     Jota  K.  BlUlo  and  Rafael 
MontalTo,  aecretaries. 

I  therefore  order  it  to  be  printed,  publiifhed,  distributed, 
d  carried  into  effect  duly. 

Palace  of  the  National  Government  in  Mexico,  May  20, 
IS6. 

Jofe  Justo  Corro.     A.  D.  Joao  Maria  Toruel. 
And  I  coraoranicate  it  to  you,  that  you  may  be  informed 
it,  and  act  accordingly. 
God  and  liberty.     Mexico,  May  20,  1836.  ' 

TORNEL. 

Mr,  Ferti/th  to  Mr.  GoroiUza. 

Daf  ARTXB3TT  OF  StATX, 

Washington^  July  L2,  1836. 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acltnowledge  Uia  reeeipt  of 
Hur  note  of  the  9th  inatant,  Iranamitting  a  copy  of  a  law 
!  the  Mexican  Congreaa  of  the  20th  of  May  last,  dedactog 
Md  any  agreement  General  Santa  Anna  may  have  con- 
uded  aince  he  was  made  a  prisoner  of  war  at  the  battle  of 
m  Jacinto. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant* 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Hia  ExeeUeocy 

Sesor  Don  Maxoxl  Edvabdo  na  Gobostixa. 

Mr,  Gorottiza  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 
[Tranelatlon.] 
PaiLADXLPBiA,  July  2L  1836. 
The  mtderaighed,   efivoy  extraordinary  andf  minister 
iratpotenliary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  just  read  in 
M  **  Morning  Courier  and  New  York  Enquirer**  of  yes- 
Mday,  a  paragraph  copied  from  the  **  Grand  Gulf  (Mis- 
■Hippi)  Advertiaer,"of  the  following  tenor:  **  This  mom- 
ig,  more  than  two  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Colonel 
^ilMtt,  and  on  their  w«y  to  Texas,  paaeed  this  place  in 
^Tnskhis,  with  drums  beating  and  fifes  playing;  they 
rtH  be  followed  by  three  hundred  more,  all  from  Old  Ken- 
idy.'* 

If  this  statement  be  true,  it  will  of  it«eif  offer  a  sad  evi- 
idee  of  what  baa  been  unfortunately  for  some  time  indi- 
Msd,  namely,  that  tpme  of  the  agents  of  the  Federal  Gov. 
nnent  in  the  States  do  not  comply  as  they  should  with 
(m  express  instructione  of  the  Executive,  in  cases  which 
i%ht  jeopardize  its  friendly  relations  and  neutrality  with 
^9Md  to  Mexieo.  The  undersigned  therefore  considers  it 
^  <lttty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth, 
^^eietaiy  of  State  of  these  United  States,  to  the  subject, 
fuV  convinced  that  the  requisite  measures  will  be  taken 
y  the  departmctit  nnder  his  charge  for  ascertaining  the 
^  of  the  statement,  Ibr  punishing  those  who  have  in- 
^08(d  the  lawe,  in  case  they  should  have  really  been  in- 
^ogsd,  an^  for  remedying  the  evils  which  ma^  otherwise 
>>«f>  if  it  be  not  too  late. 

kit  certainly  with  the  utmost  regret  that  the  undersign* 
il  fbds  himseff  obliged  to  prefer  these  complainU  with  re- 
M  to  functionaries  so  respectable  and  so  worthy  of  the 
Mfidenoe  of  the  Executive,  as  all  iU  agenta  in  the  Sutes 
lodoubtedly  are;  however,  notwithstanding  his  hopes  that 
•iQty  be  miataken,  and  although  he  was  aware  of  the  ex- 
'"^vtguioe  and  excitement  now  prevailing,  yet  he  cannot 
ttt  be  assured  that  much  of  what  is  now  going  on,  to  the 
Jist  injury  of  a  friendly  nation,  might  have  been  prevent- 
d,  if  some  of  the  agenta  of  the  Executive  had  acted  con- 
^f^f^i  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  orders  which  they 
f^ved  from  it.  Had  they  done  so,  how  (as  in  a  thousand 
2^v  instances)  could  a  flotilla  of  seven  vessels^  two  of 
^'^  w«e  steamers,  have  been  fitted  out  at  Natchez,  and 
^J  hondreda  of  volunteers  embarked  on  board  them  ? 
*|<>cottUI  this  tf otilla  have  remained  for  many  days  in  New 
^'^  ^  the  coBBpleCioii  of  ita  pnrpaiationi,  and  have  de- 


parted freely  lor  Galveston,  under  the  orders  of  General 
Green  1  How  could  the  Texian  schooner  Indeptndetue 
(as  the  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  papers  state)  have  lately 
entered  that  port  with  Messrs.  Collingsworih  and  Grayaon 
on  board,  as  a  vessel  of  war,  and  been  saluted  as  such  1 
How,  in  fine,  could  the  sorstyled  agencies  of  Texaa  have 
daily  and  publicly  recruited  men  in  all  the  cities  of  the 
Union  for  that  unfortunate  country,  and  have  armed  and 
embarked  them  by  companies  1  Could  these  things  have 
been  done  without  the  knowledge  of  the  federal  aothoritiea^ 
especially  of  the  officers  of  the  respective  custom-houaes  ! 
And  if  they  know  them  and  tolerate  them,  do  they  not 
contravene  the  orders  of  their  own  Government,  rendering 
iU  promises  of  no  avail,  and  its  engagements  illusory  1 

The  undersigned  repeats,  and  repeats  with  equal  sinoei^ 
ity  and  conviction,  hia  persuasion  of  the  excellent  inten- 
tions of  the  Ameiican  Government  towards  Mexico,  and  of 
ita  good  faith  in  desiring  and  endeavoring  to  preserve  the 
most  strict  neutrality  in  the  unfortunate  struggle  now  go- 
ing on  in  Texas.  The  undersigned  is,  therefore,  doubly 
afilicted  by  seeing  that  the  indiscreet  partiality,  or  the  care-  • 
leaaness  of  some  subaltern  agents,  at  times  render  unavail- 
ing  the  dispositions  and  the  friendly  desires  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Union.  For  the  same  reason,  too,  he  haa  not 
hesitated  to  submit  these  circumstances  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
without  fear  of  displeasing  him  by  doing  so ;  as  he  well 
knows  the  noble  frankness  of  his  character,  and  is  certain 
that  he  will  act  upon  them,  (if  he  should  find  them  weil 
established  and  exact,)  aa  no  one  can  appreciate  bettor  than 
Mr.  Forsyth  their  respective  importance. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
the  honorable  J.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  oonftideration. 

M.  E.  D£  GOROSTIZA. 


Mr.  Dicklns  to  Mr.  GoroUiza. 

OxPARTlfKNT  op  StaTX, 

Washington,  July  26,  1686. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  of  Mr.  Gorostixa,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  of  the  2tst  inst. 

Instructions  will  be  immediately  given,  in  compliance 
with  Mr.  Goro8tiza*8  request,  lor  inquiring  into  the  truth 
of  the  statement  which  he  has  copied  from  the  New  York 
Courier  and  Enquirer,  as  to  the  men  who  passed  Grand 
Gul/  under  Colonel  Wilson,  on  their  way  to  Texas,  and 
those  who  were  to  follow  horn  Kentucky ;  and  measures 
wiH  be  taken,  both  to  punish  such  of  the  persons  concerned 
aa  may  have  been  engaged  in  violating  the  laws,  and  to 
prevent  thoae  violations  which  the  statement  alleges  to  be 

intended. 

With  respect  to  the  doubts  which  Mr.  Gofostiza  has  ex- 
pressed aa  to  the  fidelity  of  some  of  those  officers  whose 
doty  It  is  to  prevent  and  bring  to  punishment  violationa  of 
the  laws  for  preserving  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States, 
the  undersigned  has  to  remark  that,  if  Mr.  Gorostiza  is  ac- 
quainted with  any  instance  of  neglect  of  duty  in  this  re- 
spect, on  the  part  of  those  officers,  it  will  be  promptly  in- 
quired into,  on  being  made  known  to  the  Department. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurancea 
of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

ASBURY  IHCKINS. 

His  Excellency 

Senor  Don  Mauckl  Euuahdo  dk  GoaosTiZA. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr,  Gaines. 

DavARTMaaT  or  Statk, 

Washington  July  27,  1636. 
Sir  :  The  Mexican  minister  has  addreesed  a  coasplaint 
to  the  Department,  founded  on  the  following  paragraph  of 
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he  New  York  Morning  Courier  anJ  Enquirer  of  the  20th 
instant,  copied  from  the  Grand  Gulf  (Misaissippi)  Adver- 
tiser: 

*<Thif  rooming,  more  than  two  hundred  men,  com-, 
manded  bj  Colonel  Wilson,  and  on  their  way  to  Texas, 
passed  this  place  in  the  Tuskinn,  with  ^rums  beating  and 
fifes  playing ;  they  will  be  followed  by  three  hundred  more— 
all  from  old  Kentucky." 

Though  the  men  on  board  the  Tuskina  are  not  stated  to 
have  been  armed,  yet,  if  the  other  circumstances  were  as 
represented,  there  would  he  ground  for  belief  thst  the  laws 
for  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  Slates 
haTo  been  violated  ;  yon  will,  therefore,  inquire  into  this 
case,  report  tbe  result  to  the  Department,  and  be  vigilant 
In  your  endeavor  to  prevent  similar  cases  of  complaint  in 
futune.  Whenever  you  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  laws 
hav«  been  Tiolated,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  not  hesitate 
to  prosecute  the  offenders.  I  am,  &c.. 

A8BURY  DICKINS. 

Acting  Secretary. 

RicBABD  M.  GAiiffis,  Esq., 

U.  S,  Attorney^  Minriasippi,  Natchez. 

Same  to  the  U.  8.  Attorney  for  the  district  of  Kentucky, 
Frankfort.  

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins. 
[Translation.] 

Pbiladil»hia,  July  28,  1886. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
pletiipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to 
state  to  the  honorable  Asbury  Dickins,  acting  Secretary  of 
Sute  of  these  United  States,  that,  by  the  oflficial  corres- 
pondence jast  received  from  the  packet  vessel  which  arrived 
the  day  before  yesterday  at  New  York  from  Vera  Cruz,«he 
has  been  enabled  to  assure  himself  that  his  Government, 
though  not  considering  possible  the  event  of  the  passage  of 
the  river  Sabine  by  th^  troops  of  Greneral  Gaines,  had, 
however,  viewed,  and  continue  to  view  that  question  pre- 
cisely as  it  was  regarded  by  the  undersigpied  from  tbe  first; 
that  is  to  say,  that,  if  such  passage  were  eifected,  it  would 
be  a  real  violation  of  the  Mexican  territory,  without  provo- 
cation on  the  part  of  Mexico,  and  by  no  means  to  be  ex- 
pected, considering  the  exifting  relations,  and  the  treaties 
of  amity  and  limits  by  which  Mexico  and  the  United  Slates 
were  bound. 

The  undersigned  says  that  his  Government  could  not 
admit  the  possibility  of  the  execution  of  the  measure  in 
question ;  for,  at  the  period  indicated^  many  of  the  dis- 
agreeable consequences  of  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  had 
already  been  Experienced  in  Mexico,  and,  moreover,  in 
addition  to  its  unalterable  conviction  of  the  obvious  justice 
of  its  claims  in  this  case,  the  Government  of  the  undersign- 
'ed  confided  too  far  in  the  nobleness  of  character  which  dis- 
tinguishes the  American  Government,  to  believe  that  it 
would,  by  a  movement  of  the  troops  of  General  Gaines, 
render  still  more  embarrassing  the  position  in  which  a 
neighboring  and  friendly  nation  had  been  momentarily 
placed  by  the  results  of  that  day  of  casual  misfortune. 

The  undersigned,  for  the  Mme  reasons,  flattered  him- 
self with  the  same  idea,  and  he  was  more  and  mere  con* 
firmed  in  it,  as  he  learned  that  General  Gaines  bad  unde- 
ceived himself  respecting  the  reports  c»f  an  invasion  by  In- 
dtans»  by  which  some  psrtisans  of  the  Texians  had,  with- 
out doubt,  endeavored  to  beguile  his  good  faith,  as  he  saw 
that  the  General  had  informed  the  Governors  of  the  fimr 
Suies  by  letter,  that  he  had  no  longer  any  need  of  the 
corps  of  volunteers  which  he  had  requested  from  them ; 
and  finally,  as  he  saw  him  remaining  quietly  at  his  en 
eimfmmt  on  the  Sabine,  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
retreat  of  the  Afexican  army  to  the  Rio  del  Norte.  To 
this  eflbet  the  undersigned  was  constantly  informing  his 


Government,  as  the  events  were  occurring,  and  he  took 
the  greater  pleasure  in  doing  so,  as  he  saw  in  etch  sf 
them  a  confirmation  of  the  hopes  held  out  to  him  b;^  Mi. 
Forsytb,  In  his  letter  of  the  10th  of  May  last,  wherBbt 
says  **that  perhaps  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  the 
said  advance  of  General  Gaines." 

Unfortunately,  however.  General  Gaines  now  appeui 
to  have  returned  to  a  difierent  opinion,  according  to  hii 
official  despatch  of  the  28th  of  June,  extracted  and  pab- 
lished  in  the  Globe  of  the  25th  instant,  in  which  be  as- 
nounces  his  intended  invaition  of  the  Mexican  tenitoiy, 
Vinder  the  pretext  that  he  has  been  informed  of  the  moidcr 
of  two'whito  men  by  some  Caddo  Indians,  sixty  orsevtsty 
miles  beyond  the  known  limits  of  the  United  Ststn;  uif 
General  Gaines  had  been  commissioned  to  chastise  til  the 
excesses  committed  (if  they  have  been  committed)  bj  In- 
dians against  the  whites  in  teiritories  which  are  not  Kcflh 
American.  The  undersigned  will,  however,  absitiii  iiH 
tbe  present  from  any  observations  on  this  pretext ;  MC 
does  be  wish  to  enter  now  into  an  •xamination  of  oeiini 
rumors  of  «  eonespond^nce  which  is  said  to  have  pSMd 
between  that  general  and  the  commander  of  the  TexiM 
forces,  and  which  is  not  of  a  ^ery  neutral  character,  if  iki 
statement  of  certain  newspapers  respecting  it  be  true;  nw 
will  he  call  the  aUention  of  Mr.  Dickins  at  this  Uds  to 
the  v^ry. singular  coincidence,  that  only  when  the  Men- 
can  troops  are  advancing  in  Texas,  these  .accoanto  of  ^ 
exoesses  of  Indians  are  invented  or  exaggerated,  in  order 
that  they  may,  without  doubt,  reach  the  ears  of  Gcncnl 
Gaines. 

The  undersigned  might  easily  do  all  this,  aitd  he  wooU 
do  it,  were  ho  not  afraid  of  thereby  rendering  the  pntfot 
note  too  long,  and  of  diverting  the  attention  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ins  too  much  from  his  other  numerous  occupations.  -He 
will  therefore  limit  himself^  at  present,  to  protesting  agiiA 
in  the  name  of  his  Government,  and  in  virtue  of  theifl- 
structions  which  he  has  lately  received,  against  a  mcseon 
80  adverse  to  tho  rights  and  interests  of  Mexico;  msic^ 
referring  to  his  notes  to  Mr.  Forsyth  of  the  9tb  aad  14ih 
of  May,  snd  soliciting  most  earnestly,  from  the  equity  ud 
the  sense  of  right  of  the  President  of  the  United  tSWt, 
the  recall  of  the  authorization  given  to  General  Osioa  tt 
advance  as  far  as  Nacogdoches,  because  Nacogdochnitn 
the  Mexican  territory,  and  because  General  Gaines  msjit 
any  moment,  be  led  away  by  the  interested  representaliooi 
of  the  enemies  of  Mexico,  and  may  unnecessarily  eoiUn^ 
tbe  dearest  interests  of  both  countries. 

The  undersigned  aC  the  same  time. entreats  Mr.  Bid* 
ins  to  submit  the  subject  of  this  note  to  the  Presideot,  ior 
his  determination  with  regard  to  it.  The  underdgwd » 
the  more  o.nxious  that  this  determination  should  beiiTor- 
able  to  what  he  considers  the  rights  of  Mexico,  asbcclB- 
not  but  be  aware  that  the  continuance  of  his  extraordinvy 
mission  to  these  United  Slates  is  intimately  connected  witb 
the  effect?  which  that  determination  may  produce. 

1*he  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Asbury  Dickins,  soling  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  these  United  States,  the  assorsncn  el 
his  distinguished  consideration. 

MANUEL  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  Asburt  Dickiivs, 

Acting  Sccreiary  of  Stale* 

Mr.  IHekinx  to  Mr.  Goroiiaa. 

Bepahtmkxt  of  8tat£, 

Washington,  Augtui  I,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  ScCreiary  of  StaU  of  ihe  P^^ 
led  States,  ha«  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  noleadJwe** 
to  him  by  Mr.  Gorostita,  envoy  eztraonlinsry  end  ©»»• 
ter  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  rrpobiie,  onder  dlie  <■ 
the  28lh  ult.,  and  will  lay  the  same  before  the  FmJcPl 
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It  is  m  matter  of  deep  regret  thai  the  frank  eiplanatione 
made  by  the  Preeident'e  directions  to  Mr.  Goroetixa,  at  to 
the  object  of  the  authority  given  to  General  Oaines  for  a 
temporary  occupation  of  a  pueition  beyond  the  boundary 
tctoally  possessed  by  the  United  States,  and  the  assuran- 
ces promptly  offered  at  the  same  time  that  such  occupa- 
tion, if  made,  ahould  cease  with  the  exigency  which  ren- 
dered it  necessary,  have  foiled  to  reconcile  the  Mexican 
Government  to  such  contingency. 

The  fact  referred  to  by  Mr.  Gorostiza  of  General  Gaines 
baring,  on  better  information,  or  under  a  favorable  change 
of  circumstances,  revoked  the  call  which  he  had  first  made 
upon  the  Governors  of  the  neighboring  States  for  militia, 
affords  evidence  that  he  properly  interprets  the  President's 
dirtetioRs;  and  jastifies  the  belief  that  he  will  not  advance 
beyond  the  necessity  of  the  occasion. 

If  General  Gaines  has  now  repealed  his  call,  and  enter- 
tains the  intention  of  advancing  to  Nacogdoches,  unless 
he  tbaH  receive  aaiisfactory  aararancee  that  the  Indians  on 
ear  border  bad  no  hand  in  the  recent  murders  on  the  Na- 
«iao(a,  it  is  doe  in  candor  to  General  Oaines  to  attribute 
the«  acts  to  a  conviction  of  their  necessity  ;  and  the  un- 
denigned  is  persuaded  that  Mr.  Gorostiza  will  be  satisfied, 
OD  reflection,  that  it  is  more  reasonable  to  ascrilie  them  to 
•ach  a  motive,  than  to  charge  upon  General  Gaines  any  of 
the  mere  pretexts  hinted  at  in  Mr.  Goroniza's  note. 

The  ondersigned  hopes  that  General  Gaines  may  find  it 
nrinecessory  to  make  the  contemplated  advance;  but, 
ihoald  it  be  otherwise,  he  trusts  that,  when  nil  the  cir- 
comstanees  connected  with  it  shall  be  fully  examined,  it 
will  be  viewed  in  its  true  light,  as  a  measure  of  necessity, 
eptirrly  friendly  in  its  character,  and  consistent  with  the 
rights  of  all  parties ;  and  he  sincerely  hopes  that  it  will  be 
followed  by  none  of  the  consequences  which'Mr.  Goros- 
titt  seems  to  apprehend. 

The  ondessigfied  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  ofier 
to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  asfturances  of  his  most  distingubhed 
CMisideratioD. 

ASBUBY  DICKINS. 

HisExceltoncy 
BsDorDon  Mutoxl  Edvabdo  na  GomoanzA,  6tc. 

16^,  ScToMza  to  Mr,  Diekitu, 

[Translation.] 

Pbilavbufbia,  Auguit  8,  1836. 
Mannol  fi.  d«  Gorostiza  preaents  his  reapacts  to  Mr. 
IKflkins,  and,  in  conaeqnenea  of  what  ha  had  the  honor  to 
eooHDdiiicate  to  him  in  his  nou  of  the  28th  of  July  last, 
^'wld  be  ini&niteiy  obliged  to  him  for  the  infbrmation 
vbslher  official  despatches  have  been  received  in  Washing- 
ten  from  General  Gainea,  confirming  the  atatemant  made 
in  the  New  Orieana  Gazette  of  thai  general's  having  at 
icogth  croaaed  the  Sabine,  entered  Into  the  Mexican  terri- 
^^  and  taken  a  position  with  hia  troops  at  Nacogdoches. 

M.  B.  D£  GOROSTIZA. 

M6r.  Diekifu  to  M^.  Chroattta* 

WASHiiroTOir,  August  4,  1836. 

Mr.  Dickins  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  and 
^  the  honor  to  state  that,  having  applied  to  the  War  De- 
partiaeDt  for  iufiirination  to  enable  him  to  answer  the  in- 
quiry in  Mr.  Gorostiza*s  note  of  the  2d  insUnt,  Mr. 
IHekina  learns  that,  by  the  last  despatchea  from  General 
Gaines,  dated  28th  June,  1836,  hia  head-quarters  were  at 
Camp  Sabine,  and  that  this  position  is  about  twenty -five 
^tea  in  a  southwesterly  direction  from  Fort  Jesup,  in  the 
^te  of  Louisiana. 

ASBURY  DICKINS. 

His  Ezcellency 
^or  Bon  Murvo  Ssvabdo  on  GonoansA,  dte* 


Mr,  GoratiixAto  Mr,  Ditkina, 
{Translation.] 

Philaszlphia,  August  4,  1*836. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  been  informed,  by 
the  note  which  the  honorable  Asbury  Dickins,  acting  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  these  United  States,  did  him  the  honor  to 
addresa  to  him  on  the  1st  instant,  that  the  contents  of  hia 
own  note  of  the  28th  July  last  should  be  submitted  to  the 
President  for,  his  determination  with  regard  to  the  subject. 
The  undersigned  will,  therefore,  await  this  determination 
with  anxiety,  being,  as  he  is,  every  moment  more  and 
more  convinced  of  its  great  importance,  aad  of  the  power- 
ful influence  which  it  may,  and  must,  exercise  upon  the 
future  relations  between  the  two  countries,  as  well  as  upon 
their  dearest  interests. 

Ii  is^  indeed,  ranch  to  be  lamented,  that  the  explanations 
given  by  order  of  the  President,  respecting  the  possible  ad- 
vance of  General  Gainea  as  far  as  Nacogdoches,  were  not 
of  a  nature  which  could  have  permitted  the  Government  of 
the  undersigned  to  reconcile  itself  to  the  idea  of  such  a 
contingency,  without  failing  in  its  duty  to  itself,  and  sacri- 
ficing the  rights  and  interests  of  the  people  whose  aflairs  it 
direcu.  The  Government  of  ihe  undersigned  wouki  have 
been  infinitely  gratified  had  they  been  of  such  a  nature  ;  aa  it 
has  certainly  been  most  careful,  ever  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  unfortunate  disturbances  in  Texas,  to  avoid 
every  thing  on  its  own  part  which  might  possibly  cauae 
complaint  or  discontent  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico.  The  very  mission  with  which  it  honored  the  un- 
dersigned, a  mission  of  amity  and  confidence  in  every  re- 
spect, would  have  demonstrated  this  were  there  not  numer- 
ous other  proofs  of  it.  But,  could  the  Government  of  the 
undersigned,  however  great  may  havo  been  its  confidence 
in  the  sincerity  of  the  intentions  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, when  it  saw.  the  latter  authorizing  one  of  its  generals 
to  occupy  a  part  of  the  Mexican  territory  with  his  forces,  at 
his  own  discretion,  without  the  previous  consent  ff  or  any 
consultation  with  Mexico,  and  without  any  other  excuse  than 
his  own  consideration  of  its  propriety— -could  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  undersigned,  he  repeats^  look  upon  this  authori- 
zation in  any  other  light  than  as  a  menace  of  invaaion,  aa 
a  jiermiasion  ad  libitum  to  violate  its  territory  t  By  what 
principle  of  public  law  can*  auch  a  measure  be  defended  1 
By  what  treaty  1  By  the  treaty  of  limits  1  It  was  eiear 
tnat  nntii  the  third  article  of  that  treaty  was  executed, 
both  partiea  were  bound  to  maintain  the  itatu  quo*  By  tha 
83d  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  1  I'he  ob- 
ligations contracted  in  that  article  by  the  two  Governments^ 
neither  are  nor  can  be  other  than  that  each  should  prevent 
its  retpective  Indiana  upon  its  own  territory  from  ccHnmit- 
t  ng  hosdlities  against  the  territory  of  tlie  friendly  Power.  • 
Had  the  right  to  invade  the  territoriea  of  each  other  under 
pretext  of  mutual  assistance  been  conceded,  the  stipulation 
would  certainly  have  the  n»erit  of  novelty ;  but  it  woaU 
likewise  give  to  the  first  Mexican  general  who  might  teach 
the  Sabine,  the  right  of  taking  a  position  at  Natchiio«hc^ 
or  farther  still  on  this  side,  in  onler  to  drive  away  the  tribet 
of  Indiana  who  wander  on  the  otiier  side  of  the  Miaaissippi, 
and  who  might  have  aliown  some  intentions  of  entering 
Mexico.  Would  the  Government  of  the  United  Statca 
consent  to  this  1 

if  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  regarded  the  qnea* 
tion  in  this  light,  when  it  referred  only  to  t  poasibie  con- 
tingency, which  was  thought  not  likely  to  occnr,  how  will 
it  regard  this  same  act  if  it  sbonid  be  unfortunately  con. 
summated,  notwitlistanding  its  own  manifest  repugnance^  ' 
its  repeated  wMning-*,  and  its  anticipated  proteats  1  Hence 
the  Government  of  the  undersigned  cannot  yet  pensuada 
itself  of  the  poedbiiity  of  auch  a  esse ;  not  only  from  its  cen<* 
victioo  of  the  jiiattce  of  ita  own  cauae^  but  likewise  becauaa 
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it  confides  in  the  eqaity  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Sutes,  M  the  undersigned  had  already  the  honor  to  state 
to  Mr.  Dickinsy  in  bis  said  note  of  the  28th  ultimo. 

With  regard  to  the  atlustons  which  Mr.  Dickins  seems 
to  have  discovered  io  the  said  note  from  the  atidersigned, 
at  to  the  conduct  observed  by  General  Gaines  in  these  trans- 
actions, the  undersigned  would  regret  exceedingly  if  any 
of  them  should  have  given  grounds  for  supposing  that  he 
did  not  fully  estimate  the  character,  knowledge,  and  ser- 
vices of  that  general.  The  undersigned  is  far  from  de- 
nying them,  and  he  only  wished  to  sUte  frankly  bis  opin* 
ion  that  Mr.  Gaities  has  been  acting,  perhaps  without 
knowing  it,  under  the  influence  of  the  friends  of  Texas, 
and  of  the  Texians  themselves,  and  that  his  good  faith  was 
oonitantly  beguiled.  The  undersigned,  in  advancing  this 
proposition,  has  not  relied  merely  upon  his  own  judgment, 
nor  on  his  own  observations  and  information ;  for,  with 
regard  to  the  occurrencea  of  April  and  May,  he  has  only 
r^^eated  the  opinions  of  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  upon 
the  subject,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  official  despatch  of 
General  Macomb  to  the  Secretary  of  WarofthetMth  of 
April,  inserted  in  the  Globe  of  the  1 6th  of  May  ;  and  as  to 
what  took  place  in  June  and  July,  the  undersigned  knows 
certainly,  among  other  things,  that  it  was  General  Rusk 
who  informed  General  Gaines  of  the  supposed  movements 
of  the  Camanches.  The  undersigned  supposes,  also,  that 
the  military  chief  who  gave  notice  to  the  latter  general  of 
the  two  assassinations  on  the  Navlsda  cannot  but  belong 
to  the  army  of  Texas,  asHt  appearp  that  he  was  in  com- 
mand there. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  re- 
new to  the  honorable  Mr.  Asbury  Dickins,  acting  Secre- 
tory of  State  of  these  United  States,  the  assurances  of  his 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  GORGSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  AsBtrar  Diokihs, 

Acting  Seerttary  nf  State. 

Mr.  Gorottiza  to  Mr.  Dickins, 

[Translation.] 

PilTLADBLFBIA,  AugUWt  10,  1836. 

The  undersigned  haa  the  honor  to  addreas  the  honorable 
Aabury  Dickins,  arting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
Sutes,  and,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  hjs  informal  note 
of  tte  4th  instant,  at  the  same  time  thanks  him  for  having 
taken  the  trouble,  at  the  request  of  the  undersigned,  to 
oMso  inquiries  to  be  made  at  the  War  Department  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  dates  of  the  last  deqwtches 
fiom  General  Gaines,  and  the  places  whence  they  were 
•dirted.  By  the  said  note,  the  undersigned  b  informed 
that,  up  to  the  4th  instant,  nothing  else  had  been  officially 
feeeived  on  the  subject,  than  General  Gaines's  Icttsr  of  the 
MCh  of  June,  written  at  Camp  Sabine,  and  that  oonse- 
qoently  it  was  not  then  known  at  Washington  officially 
that  any  detachment  of  his  troops  had  croased  the  Sabine. 

As  thi*  unfoctunate  movement  may,  however,  have  been 
alnee  effiwted,  and  m  fresh  despatches  may  at  any  mo- 
ment arrive  from  General  Craines^  annonneing  it,  the  on* 
dertigned  solicits  and  hopes  that  in  such  event  Mr.  Didc- 
itia  will  have  the  kindness  to  communicate  it  to  him  as 
soon  as  possible.  Mr.  Dickins  is  no  doubt  sufBotently 
aware  of  the  poeition  of  the  undersigned,  not  to  be  offimd- 
ed  at  this  new  request,  nor  to  refuse  to  accede  to  it.  In  a 
matter  of  ao  serious  a  nature,  the  undersigned  cannot  give 
cMdit  to  any  statementa  ether  than  those  which  he  n- 
oaives  through  the  Department  now  under  the  charge  of 
'Mr.  Dickins. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  re- 
peat to  Mr.  Diefcine^  the  acting  Secretary  of  State,  the  as- 
•vraaeea  of  his  moat  diatingntsbed  conelderaiion. 

M.  B.  DE  GORUSTIZA. 


Mr,  Diekin9  io  Mr.  Gorotitza, 

DlFARTMXITT  OP  StATX, 

Woihingtan^  August  23,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uai- 
fced  Sutes,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Gorosiixa,  envof 
extraordinary,  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  MetieM 
republic;  in  compliance  with  the  roquest  contained  io  Ik 
note  of  the  1 0th  instant,  that  it  appeara  from  a  cooumb- 
cation  addressed  to  the  undersigned  ^by  the  Sensiaiysf 
War,  and  dated  on  the  SXd  instant,  that  up  to  that  tins 
no  communication  iwd  been  received  at  the  Depaitnot 
from  General  Gaines^  showing  that  any  portioa  of  ihi 
force  under  his  command  had  crossed  the  Sabine  fiver. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Goroatiza  the  aiewii- 
ces  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

ASBURV  DICKINS. 

His  Excellency 

Senor  Don  Mahuel  EauAnno  nn  GoaosTisi. 

lA*.  Diekitu  to  Mr,  Gorottiza. 

Dsfahtxrivt  or  Statf, 

Washington^  August  16,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uu* 
ted  States,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Mr.  GoroiliBi, 
epvpy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  ik 
Mexican  republic,  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  divtrirt  it* 
torncy  of  Kentucky,  on  the  subject  referred  to  in  the 
newspaper  statement  copied  into  Mr.  Gorostixa  s  noit  el 
the  2l8t  ultimo,  which  report,  it  is  presumed,  wiO  k 
fiQund  enilrely  satisfactory. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  Io  renew  b) 
Mr.  Gorostiaut  the  assurances  of  his  most  diftinguiilidl 
consideration.  ASBURT  DICKIN3. 

His  Excellency 

Senor  Don  Maitcxl  Eduaeso  dk  Gobostiza. 

Mr.  Sanders  to  Mr.  Dickins. 

FRAHKromT,  Kenhtikjf, 

Attguat «,  im. 

Sir  !  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  M 
ultimo,  informing  me  that  the  Mesicnn  minister  bid  si- 
dressed  a  complaint  to  the  Department,  founded  upoa  a 
publication  made  in  the  New  Tork  Courier  and  Enqoinr 
of  the  20th  ultimo,  copied  firom  the  Grand  Gulf  (MImmP* 
pi)  Advertiser,  announcing  the  paaaage  by  thatplsMflf 
two  hundred  men,  under thecammamd of Ccdonel  Vfikm^ 
on  their  way  t&  Texas,  on  board  a  ateaaiboat,  **iiil^ 
drum  beating  and  Mb  playing,  and  soggesifaig  thai  Ikf 
will  be  followed  by  three  hundred  mora^  all  from  oM  Kaf 
tucky,*'  suggeattng  therefrom  gronnda  for  the  betitf  tlm 
the  laws  fbr  the  preaervation  of  the  neotrality  of  ifat  Ob^ 
ted  Statea  have  been  vidlated ;  directing  nn  to  inqniis  ill* 
this  ease  and  report  to  the  Department  theiisiit;«t 
commanding  vigilance  on  my  part  to  endeavor  to  prrMt 
similar  causes  of  complaint. 

In  answer  thereto,  allow  me  to  inform  you  that  I  wai 
personally  acquainted  with  Colonel  Wilson  and  soiDt  if 
his  fellow  emigrants,  and  in  conversation  with  bin  aH 
some  of  them,  they  aseured  me  that  their  object  io  Tesat 
was  emigration  only ;  that  it  was  a  new  eountty,  ■>■■* 
proved,  londs  cheap,  and  that  graater  indocemeols  ««* 
held  out  to  the  emigrant  in  that  than  any  other  eoontr^' 

There  was  no  apparant  movement  by  CoIomI  WilMR 
or  his  associates,  wiUiin  my  knowledge,  exhihiiiBgliM 
as  an  armed  force,  or  in  a  poeition  to  suthoritf  the  iBft^ 
ence  of  their  certain  intent  t6  violate  the  neutral  relelioat 
df  the  United  Statea  with  any  foraign  Power.  Nor  iM  f 
perceive  or  did  any  information  come  to  my  knowlcdl* 
upon  which  I  could  justly  institute  any  legal  preeacAai 
agatant  then.    They  organini  fibmmmhm  end  I^A* 
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mmtry  m  emifiBiiCfl,  mod  I  know  of  bo  Mithority  under 
be  kw»  of  the  United  States  which  can  prevent  any  man 
it  any  body  of  men  from  emigrating  whither  they  may 
ihooM.  At  this  time  I  have  no  knowledge  or  information 
if  any  pinrsone  imbodying  themaelvea  for  Texas,  in  any 
toaeter  whatever. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  much  excitement  has  prevailed 
^th  our  population  in  conseqnenee  of  the  massacre  of 
RMoe  Kentuckbns  in  the  late  conflicts  in  Texas,  and  pnb- 
licitions  have  been  made  of  a«nature  designed  to  cheer  the 
reziansin  their  conflict  for  independence;  beyond  this  I 
blow  of  no  movement  of  men  calculated  to  disturb  our 
Bsntral  relations  with  Mexico. 

Should  any  thing  tangible  present  itself  on  this  subject, 
I  will  report  the  facts,  and  take  all  legal  steps  to  arrest  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  SANDERS,  Jr., 
U>  S.  Aitorntyfor  the  Diatrid  of  Kentudcy, 

To  AsioitT  DiCKivs,  Esq., 
idingSeereittrjf  of  State  of  the  United  States^  Wathingtan, 

Mr,  Goroetiza  to  Mr.  Dicktng. 

[Translation.] 

Mexisan  Lkgatiost  ExTBAonniVABT  iir  tbi 
Unitbd  States  or  Axxkica, 

Philadelphia,  August  31,  1836. 

8iB :  Although  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  commander 
of  the  Peosacola  station  will  liave  already  taken  energetic 
tod  efficient  measures  to  protect  American  commerce 
egabst  the  risks  with  which  it  is  threatened  by  the  block- 
ade of  the  port  of  Matamoras,  lately  so  scandalously  pro- 
eloined  by  the  individual  who  gives  himself  the  title  of 
F^dent  of  Texas,  I  still  consider  it  my  doty  to  call  the 
fttteotton  of  the  Department  now  under  your  charge,  to  the 
iUegality  and  the  nature  of  this  unhesrd-of  proceed ing«  in 
order  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  may,  at  my 
•olicitatioB,  if  he  should  think  it,  as  I  do,  just,  order  the 
venels  of  war  of  this  nation  to  pursue  and  capture  the 
irmed  Texians  who  pretend  to  maintain  this  blockade,  con- 
sidering and  traating  them  as  pirates. 

My  opinion  on  the  subject  is  formed  on  a  very  simple 
Msoniog.    Ho  bioekade  can  be  maintained  by  any  vessels 
except  vekeele  of  war ;  no  veesel  can  be  considered  a  vessel 
of  war  unless  it  bear  a  commission  to  that  effect,  delivered 
l^some  competent  authority,  and  it  sail  under  an  ac- 
kaowledged  flag.     In  order  that  an  authority  be  competent 
to  pommission  at  vessel  of  war,  it  is  indispensable  that  it  be 
6nt  aciinowUdged  as  an  independent  Power.    In  order  that 
a  flag  be  acknowledged,  it  is  likewise  indispensable  that  the 
existence  of  the  nation  represented  by  it  should  have  been 
previously  aeknowledged.     That  Texas  is  not  an  independ- 
ent Power  in  the  ^yes  of  other  nations,  it  is  easy  to  prove, 
ioasmuch  as  no  other  nation  has  treated  on  equal  terms 
with  its  self-styled  government;  and  that  its  flag  has 
not  been  yet  recognised  by  any  nation  is  also  obvious,  be- 
eraae  the  fact  of  its  existence  as  a  nation  has  not  been  re- 
cognised.   How,  then,  can  Texas,  without  being  sn  inde- 
peiideQt  Power,  and  without  having  any  recognised  flag, 
eommission  a  vessel  of  war  1  and  if  it  cannot  commission 
vestels  of  war,  with  whst  vessels  can  it  blodude  the  port 
of  Matamoras,  or  any  other  port  in  the  Mexican  territory  1 
Ceitaioly  with  none.    The  armed  vessels  with  which  it  en- 
dsavoTs  to  blockade  that  port,  not  being  vessels  of  war,  can- 
not impede  the  free  navigation  of  neatrals,  much  less  seise 
end  detain  them,  without  committing  acts  of  piracy.  Their 
7<7  presence  in  those  ports  is  a  crime  of  that  nature,  as  it 
is  well  known,  from  the  declaration  of  their  so-styled  Presi- 
^nt,  that  they  went  there  with  his  orders  to  commit  snob 
Aele  against  the  commerce-  of  all  nations.     Now  it  is  evi- 
dsQt  that  the  acts  attempted  or  committed  at  sea,  which  are 
generally  injapous,  acquire,  from  that  circui|ist«ice  alone. 


the  character  of  general  piracy,  and,  consequently,  that  the 
perpetrators  of  such  acts  ere  and  can  be  no  other  than  Aof- 
tea  humani  generie^  enemies  of  the  human  race.  Such  is 
the  doctrine  of  all  writers  on  national  law,  the  universal 
practice,  and  the  opinion  of  the  celebrated  Judge  Marshall, 
as  appears  in  the  speech  delivered  by  him  in  Uie  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Nash,  alias  Jonathan 
Robbins. 

Be  pleaead,  Mr.  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  these 
United  States,  to  submit  what  I  have  here  stated  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  President,  and  «to  accept  the  assurances 
of  my  distinguished  oonsideration. 

M.  E.  DE  GOR08TIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  A   Dicktits, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Garostiza. 

DfipAaTMSKT  op£tatk, 

Washington,  August  31,  16dC. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr. .  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
in  answer  to  his  note  of  the  3  lat  instant,  that  the  Preei- 
deiit,  foreseeing  the  risks  to  which  the  commerce  of  the 
United  Slates  might  be  exposed-  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexican 
has  slready  given  the  necessary  directions  fur  its  protection. 

In  respect  to  the  civil  war  now  carrying  on  between  the 
Mexican  republic  and  Texas,  the  United  Siateahave  adopt- 
ed, as  Mr.  Gorostiza  is  fully  awaio,  the  same  course  of 
strict  neutrality  that  was  pursued  by  them  during  the  wars 
of  the  same  character  which  were  carried  on  between  Spain 
and  her  American  colonies.  The  measure  which  Mr. 
Gorostiza  propores  would  be  altogether  inconsistent  with 
that  policy.  Nevertheless,  the  undersigned  will  take  a 
proper  opportunity  to  Iny  Mr.  GorosUza^s  note  before  the 
President. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Gorostixa  the  assurances  of  bis  roost  distingubked 
consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

His  Excellency 
SeuorDon  Makoel  Eouakdo  pe  Gobostiza,  &c. 


Aft*.  Gorostiza  to  Mr,  Diekina, 

[Translation.] 

Philaseivbia,  Augtsai  36,  1836. 

The  underaigaed  has  learned,  with  great  satisfectioii, 
from  the  informal  nolo  addressed  to  him  on  theSBd  instant, 
by  the  honorable  Aebury  Dicfcios^  acting  Secretary  of  State 
of  these  United  Sutee,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  not 
received  any  despatch  or  notification  of  the  reported  passage 
of  the  Sabine  by  General  Gaines,  as  late  as  the  83d  tnelant, 
inclusive. 

The  undersigned  is  the  mors  gratified  by  receiving  this 
infoimation  from  Mr.  Dickins,  as,  from  the  contents  of  a 
letter  publiahed  yesterday  in  the  Globe,  which  he  takes  the 
liberty  to  enclose  to  Mr.  Dickins,  there  was  real  cause  for 
apprehending  that  this  movement,  so  important  and  disas- 
trous, had  been  actually  effected.  On  comparing  the  dates, 
however,  the  undersigned  now  begins  to  entertain  strong 
hopes  that  the  said  letter  may  he  one  of  the  many  fabrica- 
cations  with  which  the  newspapers  daily  regale  their  readers. 

1'he  undenrigned  repeats  to  Mr.  Dickins  the  request 
with  which  his  note  of  the  lOlh  instant  terminates,  and 
avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  him  the  is- 
surances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 
Hon.  A.  DtcuKb, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 
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[Encloatire  in  the  above.] 

From  the  Free  Trader*  Auguet  6. 

The  following  communtcation  was  handed  us  &is  morn* 
ing  by  William  Parker;  Beq.,  of  this  city,  who  has  jast 
TCtuined  from  Texas : 

NiTCB£Z,  August  i,  1836. 

J}zkn  3im :  I  leA  Nacogdoches  on  Satunlay  morning 
the  83d  ultimo.  Previous  to  my  leaving  there^  four  com- 
panies of  United  States  troops,  (dragoons,)  from  Fort 
TowBon,  had  anived ;  six  companies  of  infantry  would  be 
in  N.acogdocbes  the  next  day,  making  in  all  ten  com- 
panies. 

General  Gaines  thinks  with  this  force  he  will  be  able  to 
keep  the  Indians  quiet ;  I  think  it  doubtful,  and  should  not 
be  surprised  if  the  Sabine  should  be  the  seat  of  an  Indian 
war. 

Many  rumors  are  afloat  as  regards  the  Indians  inten- 
tions. One  thin^%i  certain :  Bowles,  the  Cherokee  chief, 
is  determined  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  Mexicans. 
He  says  he  is  a  colonel  in  the  Mexican  army,  and  will 
oboji  their  orders.  S[>eaking  of  the  United  States  sending 
trooiw  across  the  Sabine,  he  says  that  General  Gaines  dare 
not  cross  the  Sabine  :t  hat  he,  JSowles,  knows  the  treaty  as 
well  as  General  Gaines  does.  If,  however,  Bowles  falls 
into  the  hands  of  Genefal  Gaines,  I  think  he  will  Jack- 
sonize  him  a  little,  at  lea^t  hang  him  up  to  dry. 

The  day  previous  to  my  leaving,  four  companies  left 
Nacogdoches  for  the  Texian  army  ;  two  of  horse  from  Red 
river,  and  two  of  infantry  from  Kentucky.  Judging  from 
their  appearance,  I  think  they  intend  to  play  the  game 
out     They  were  all  well  armed  and  equipped. 

Two  gentlemen  came  in  from  the  army  previous  to  my 
leaving^  bringing  the  news  that  the  commanding  general, 
Lamar,  had  sent  two  companies  for  Santa  Anna,  to  bring 
him  to  head-quartern,  as  they  say,  to  try  him  for  his  life. 
The  general*s  opinion  is  that  it  is  to  keep  him  safe. 

General  Houston  has  written  to  the  commanding  gene- 
ral, protesting  against  this  proceeding,  and  states  as  a  rca- 
8ou«  thai  they  had  entered  into  a  treaty  with  Santa  Anna ; 
that  this  treaty  hss  bef>n  sent  to  the  city  of  Mexico ;  tliat 
commissioners  have  also  been  sent  to  the  President  of  tlie 
United  States,  neither  of  which  have  a't  yet  been  heanl 
'from,  and  that  he  thinks,  in  justice  to  Santa  Anna,  they 
ought  to  wait  their  deol^ion.  The  report  of  Santa  Anna 
being  in  irons  is  not  true. 

Previous  to  these  gentlemen  leaving,  there  appeared  to 
be  some  misunderstanding  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  cab- 
inet in  appointing  Lamar  to  command,  not  knowing  their 
views,  whether  he  was  to  be  commander-in-chief  4>r  pro* 
tem.  In  onien  to  put  the  question  at  rest,  they  took  the 
vote.  On  counting  the  votes,  there  were  nineteen  hundred 
for  Houston,  and  throe  hundred  for  Lamar.  I  have  seen 
many  men  from  the  army  while  there,  friends  of  Houston, 
as  well  as  cnemieii,  mid  they  all  agree  that  Houston  is 
the  commander,  and  that  no  other  man  could  get*  the 
command^  and  the  more  intelligent  say  that  it  was  never 
Burnett's  intention  that  any  man  should  supersede  Hous- 
ton. 

The  Texian  army  are  at  Victoria,  on  the  Warloope. 
The  Mexican  army  arc  in' the -neighborhood  of  Matamoras, 
three  hundred  miles  from  the  'J*exian  army.  I  spent  some 
tirao  with  General  Houston ;  his  wound  is  healing.  Dr. 
Erian,  his  attending  physician;  -speaks  of  -tlie  wound  as  if 
it  was  well,  and  sjys  that  the  general  is  tn  better  health 
now  than  he  has- been  for  two  years  before.  He  is  in  fine 
spirits,  and  informed  mo  that  he  would  start  for  the  army 
in  about  three  wec^ks. 

I  stopped  at  Gaines's  camp*  a  few  hours.  The  General 
informed  me  he  expected  volunteers  immediately  from  Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana^  Alabama,  and  Tennessee. 


Mir,  Fonyth  to  3£r.  Ooro&tita. 

DsPAitTXKirT  OP  Stats, 

Wdahington^  Auguit  81,  183(!. 

The  undersigned^  Secretary  of  State  of  (he  UniHd 
States,  referring  to  the  notes  addi'essed  to  the  Daputant 
by  Mr.  Gorosliza,  envoy^xtraordinary  and  minister  plraipB- 
tentlary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  on  the  28th  ultimo  indiA 
instant,  relative  to  the  inatrnctiona  given  to  General  GaiM 
for  the  defence^  of  the  fronti/or  between  the  United  Suia 
and  Texas,  has  now  the  lionor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  i 
Letter  from  tlm  Preaident  of  (he  United  States  to  ihaGof- 
ernor  of  Tennessee,  dated  ion  the  6lh  instant,  disappfoi- 
ing  the  requisition  of  General  Gaines  for  amitiiiafMtt. 
It  is  not  doubted  that  it  will  be  entirely,  satisfactory  to  Mr 
Gorostiza  and  to  the  Mexican  Government. 

The  undersigned  requests  that  Mr.  Gorostiza  wj]]  i^a^ 
mit  to  his  Government  a  copy  of  of  the  PresidcDt*t  l«tiar, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  render  unnecessary  any  other  sais* 
to  Mr.  Gorostiza's  two  notes  above  mentioned. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  n- 
new  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurances  of  his  most  jigtin^iiA- 
ed  consideration.  JOHN  FORSYTE 

His  Excellency  Senor  Don  M.  E.  Db  GoaofTiZi. 

P.  8.  The  receipt  of  a  manuscript  copy  of  ths  Pres- 
denCs  letter'  having  been  casually  prevented,  ths  Secreurr 
of  State  is  under  the  necessity  of  transmitu'ng  a  newspaper 
copy,  which,  however,  he  believes  to  be  entirely  correct. 

T/ie  Preaident  of  the  United  Stales  to  the  Gomm 

of  Tennessee, 

HsBMiTASi,  August  5,  1836. 

Si.B*.  I  hftvo  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  loi 
the  4rh  instant,  accompanied  by  the  copies  of  commaiiiet- 
tions  which  were  addressed  to  you  on'  the  4th  of  May  sad 
2d*th  of  July,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  also  acconps- 
niod  by  your  proclamation  of  the  20th,  founded  oo  tbi 
requisition  made  by  General  Gained  bearing  date  the  MA 
June  last.  The  documents  referred  to  in  Sin  commnmci- 
tion  to  you  of  the  25th  ultimtr^  from  Xhb  War  Departflaen^t 
have  not  yet  been  received. 

The  obligations  of  our  treaty  with  Mexico,  in  wd! » 
the  general  principles  which  govern  our  intercoursa  will 
foreign  Powers,  require  us  to  maintain  a  strict  aeutrafil^ 
in  the  contest  which  now  agitates  a  part  of  tbtt  reptiUie. 
So  long  as  Mexico  fbl&ls  her  duties  to  us  as  thsy  are^ 
fined  by  the  treaty,  and  violates  none  of  the  rights  wUeb 
are  secured  by  it  to  our  citisens,  any  act  on  thepaital 
the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes  which  would  uadta 
foster  a  spirit  of  resistance  to  her  Government  and  hn 
whatever  may  be  their  character  or  form,  when  admisii- 
tered  within  her  own  limits  and  jurisdiction,  wookite 
tinanthorixed  and  highly  improper.  A  scrupoloos  lAP 
of  these  obligations  has  prevented  me  thus  far  from  dang 
any  thing  which  can  authorixe  the  stispicion  that  onrOof- 
ernment  is  unmtndiiil  of  them,  and  I  hope  to  be  equslff 
cautious  and  circunlspect  in  all  my  future  conduct  Kit 
in  reference  to  theso  obligations  that  the  reqoisitioe  af 
Genertil  Gaines  in  the  present  instance  most  be  eoiiiM|* 
ered,  and  unless  there  is  a  stronger  neces^ty  for  it|'  '^ 
should  not  be  sanctioned.  Should  this  necessity  not  is 
manifest,  when  it  is  welt  known  that  the  dispositioB  >« 
befrientl  the  Texians  is  a  common  feeling  with  (Im  oO- 
xens  of  the  United  States,  it  is  obvious  .that  that  reqai«tiai 
may  furnish  a  reason  to  Mexico  for  sopposiog  that  As 
Government  of  the  United  States  may  be  iaduced  >y  n- 
adequate  causes  to  overstep  the  lines  -of  the  naatrality 
which  it  profe^tses  to  maintain. 

Before  I  left  Washington,  General  fiainss  intifflstol  (o 
the  Department  of  War  that  some  indications  of  hoslilitNi 
from  the  Fitdians  on  our  We^itern  frontier  had  been  msd^ 
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Bd  that,  if  it  became  necessary,  he  should  make  a  call  for 
s  militia.  He  had  also  informed  the  Department  of  hii 
I  health,  and  asked  for  a  furlough  to  enable  him  to  visit 
m  White  Sulphur  eprings.  I  directed  the  Secretary  of 
iTar  to  grant  him  the  furlough,  and  to  inform  him  of  the 
»portionmcnt  which  bed  been  made  of  the  10,000  militia 
ader  the  volunteer  act,  and  if  the  emergency  should 
ise  which  would  make  it  necessary  lo  increase  the  force 
Oder  hia  command,  that  a  thousand  volunteers  in  Ar- 
rasas,  and  another  in  Missouri,  raised  agreeably  to  this 
Bt,  would  be  enrolled  and  held  ready  for  the  service. 

'Jliis  force,  aided  by  the  portions  of  the  dragoon  regi- 
lents  that  would  be  -stationed  in  that  quarter,  and  those 
F  the  regular  army  already  there,  were  deemed  amply 
Bffident  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiw  near  the  Indians 
Karred  to.  There  are  no  reasons  set  Ibrth  in  the  requisi- 
OB  which  the  general  has  since  made  upon  you  to  justify 
le  belief  that  the  force  above  enumerated  will  be  insufli- 
rent,  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  sanction  it  at  the  present 
ime.  To  sanction  that  requisition  for  the  reasons  which 
ecompany  it,  would  warrant  the  belief  that  it  was  done  to 
id  Texas,  and  nol  from  a  desire  to  prevent  an  infringe- 
mt  of  owr  lorritonal  or  national  rights. 

I  deeply  regret  that  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  whose 
rowcas  and  patriotism  are  displayed  so  promptly  on  all 
ffcasions  thai  threaten  the  peace  or  safety  of  their  beloved 
wmtry,  have  been  called  out  ou  this  occasion  without 
itoper  consideration.  They  can  for  the  present  only  be 
anstered  into  the  service  and  discharged.  If  there  are 
nods  appropriated  out  of  which  they  can  be  paid,  an  or- 
ler  to  this  effect  will  be  giveu« 

The  ten  thousand  volunteers  authorized  under  the  late 
let  of  Congreea*  are  intended  for  one  year'9  service,  and 
DiMt  be  employed  lo  meet  ail  necessary  calls  for  the  de- 
^Mee  of  our  frontier  borders.  Should  the  occasion  arise 
br  a  greater  number  on  the  western  frontier,  the  call  will 
M  made  on  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  There 
s»  however,  no  information  to  justify  the  apprehension  of 
loatilities  to  any  serious  extent  from  the  western  Indians. 
Should  a  necessity  arise,  the  brigade  from  'East  Tennessee 
nil  be  ordered  to  the  weetem  frontier  as  soon  as  their 
lervice  can  be  dispensed  with  where  they  are  now  employed. 

I  woald  barely  add  further,  that  (he  authority  given  you 
^Jf  the  order  of  the  4th  of  May,  having  been  satisfied,  by 
yielding  to  the  requisition  of  General  Qaines,  a  new  au- 
thority from  the  Dofiartment  of  War  was  necessary  to 
lothurize  jou  to  comply  with  that  of  the  38th  of  June. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  having  adopted, 
'B  regaid  lo  Mexico  and  Tezasf  the  same  rule  of  neutral* 
'^7, which  had  been  observed  in  all  similar  cases  before,  it 
*as  not  to  have  been  expected  (hat  General  Ggines  should 
>ttv«  based  his  requisition  for  additional  military  force  en 
'•asoiu  plainly  inconsistent  with  the  obligations  of  that 
'^-  Should  Mexico  insult  our  national  dag,  invade  our 
'cfTittirj,  or  interrupt  our  citizens  in  the  lawAil  pursuits 
which  are  guarantied  to  them  by  the  treaty,  then  the  Gov- 
6ni(Dent  will  promptly  repel  the  insult,  and  take  speedy 
J'paration  for  the  injury.  But  it  does  not  soem  that  of- 
l^Qccs  of  this  character  have  been  committed  by  Mexico, 
or  wore  believed  to  have  been  by  General  Gaines. 
I  Am,  very  rsspectfuUy,  vour  obedient  servant,   . 

•    .  '     ANDilEW  JACKSON. 

His  Excellency  N.  Casxok, 

Governfrr  of  Tennessee* 
P-  S.  Before  closing  this  letter,  the  documents  referred 
^  Vy  (ha  acting  SeereUry  of  War  as  havuig  been  transmit- 
^  to  me^  have  been  received. 


Wab  Dkpartmejct,  July  26,  1836. 
^11:  Major  General  Gaines  has  apprized  this  Depart- 
^ni  that  he  has  made  a  requisition  upon  your  excellency 
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for  a  regiment  of  mounted  gunmen  for  the  service  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

Copies  of  the  despatches  received  from  General  Gainea 
have  been  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  will  issue  such  orders  upon  them  as  he  may  think 
circumstances  require.  Meantime  T  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that,  in  order  to  prevent  any  inconvenience  or 
delay  in  the  event  of  the  confirmstion  of  General  Gaines's 
requisition  by  the  President,  a  disbursing  officer  will  be 
ordered  to  proceed  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  with  the  ne- 
cessary funds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
'  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

His  ExceMency  Nzwrozr  CAViroy, 

Governor  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  September  3,  1896. 
The  undersigned  was  so  immediately  convinced  of  (he 
importance  of  the  document  to  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  refers  in  his  note  of  ihe  31st  of  August,  that  he  had 
already,  on  the  19ih  of  that  month,  transmitted  a  copy  of 
it  to  his  Government.  By  this  means,  its  conten(8  will 
soon  be  known  in  Mexico,  and  the  Government  of  the  un- 
dersigned may  then  be  enabled  to  estimate  folly  the  purity 
of  the  international  doctrine  there  laid  down  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  justice  with  which  he 
applies  this  doctrine  in  the  present  emergency.  Even 
without  this  [exposition  of  international  doctrine,]  the 
mere  fact  of  the  President's  having  disapproTed  the  requisi- 
tion of  General  Gaines  would  of  itself  suffice,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  undersigned,  to  cause  its  announcement  to  be 
received  with  peculiar  satisfaction  in  Mexico,  as  the  as- 
sembling of  so  many  American  troops  on  the  very  frontiers 
of  Texas,  although  it  would  be  perfectly  legal  as  long  as 
confined  to  the  known  limits  of  the  United  States,  could 
not  but  in  time  occasion  disquiet  and  alarm  with  regard  to 
the  possible  consequences.  Of  Ihe  latter,  none  would 
have  been  more  probable  than  their  organization  of  a  sys- 
tem of  progressive  desertion  in  favor  of  the  Texians,  and 
by  no  means  of  their  agents.  Who  can  deny  the  possi- 
bility of  such  a  case,  if  he  for  a  moment  consider  the  ex- 
citement of  the  period,  and  the  opportunity  afforded  by  lo- 
calities  1  But,  although  the  spirit  and  the  words  of  the 
President's  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  bo  praise- 
worthy, and  may  be  attended  with  beneficial  e&cts  with 
regard  to  ihe  future  mainteoanoe  of  a  pooiion  of  strict 
neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  during  the  dis- 
turbances in  Texas,  yet  the  undersigned  regrets  exceed- 
ingly that  he  must  dissent  from  the  opinion  expnssed  by 
Mr.  Foisytli  at  the  end  of  bis  said  note  of  the  81st  ultimo. 
For,  in  order  that  the  Department  of  State  should  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  answer  the  notes  of  the  undersigned, 
dated  the  28th  of  July  and  the  4th  of  August,  there  roust 
be  some  paragraph  in  the  said  letter  oT  the  President  which 
would  serve  as  a  reply  to  the  question  urged  in  those  notes, 
and  the  undersigned,  though  ho  was  anxious  to  find  such 
a  paragraph,  has  been  unable  to  do  so.  It  i»true  that  the 
President  (here  disapproves  the  requisition  made  by  Gen- 
eral Gaines  on  (he  28ih  of  June,  and  of  the  reasons  on 
which  it  was  based ;  and  that  he  likewise  disapproves  the 
conduct  of  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  in  considering  the 
order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  4th  of  May  still  in 
force ;  but  is  it  also  to  be  understood  thai  the  President 
withdraws,  or  will  withdraw  from  General  Gaines,  the 
authorization  which  he  had  given  to  him  on  the  25th  of 
April,  and  had  confirmed  on  the  11th  of  July,  to  advance 
with  hii  troops  as  far  as  Phicogdoches  1  If  Mr.  Forsyth 
can  answer  the  undersigned  in  the  affirmative,  he  will  he 


186  APPENDIX— r©  Galea  Sf  Seaton'a  Register. 


25th  CoKo.  1st  SBSft.] 


Mexlam  Affaire, 


fully*  satisfied,  and  will  in  fact  acknowledge  that  there  is 
no  need  of  Mr.  Forsyth's  again  occupying  himself  with 
tho'se  notes. 

The  nndersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  the  honorable  Mr.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of 
Btate  of  these  United  States,  the  assurances  of  his  dis- 
tinguished consideralion. 

M.  E.  DB  GOROSTIZA. 
•    Hon.  JoHW  FoBSTTH,  Secretary  of  state. 

Mr,  Gorostiza  to  Mr,  Forsyth. 
[Translation.] 
PuiLxnELPHiA,  September  9,  1336. 

The  undersigned,  from  what  he  reads  in  various  news- 
papers, has  cause  to  fear  that  General  Dunlap  is  engaged 
in  enlisting  a  considerable  number  of  volunteers  in  Ten- 
nessee, who  are  to  march  to  Texas  under  his  orders.  The 
Vickaburg  Register  goes  so  far  as  to  state  that  their  numt>er 
already  amounts  to  three  thousand,  and  that  they  are  all 
armed,  having  been  previously  intended  for  the  war  in 
Florida.  It  is  likewise  added  that  they  are  on' the  eve  of 
departure  for  that  destination.  Although  the  undersigned 
believes  that  this  scandalous  proceeding,  if  certain,  will 
have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  attorney  of  that  district, 
he  nevertheless  thinks  proper  to  denounce  it  to  the  honor- 
able John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Stste  of  these  United 
States,  in  order  that  it  may  be  verified,  opposed,  and  chas- 
tised according  to  tlie  laws. 

The  undersigned  has  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Forsyth  will  act 
with  the  utmost  promptitude  in  an  affair  whic  h  is  of  such 
magnitude,  and  which,  if  prosecuted  to  the  end  proposed, 
will  be  so  entirely  at  variance  with  the  principles  of  neu- 
trality adopted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Slate  oi  these 
United  States,  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration.  M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Forstth,  Secretary  of  Slate, 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Garosliza. 
Dkpartnbmt  of  State, 

Washington^  September  16,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  Mr.  Gor- 
ostiza, envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  a 
large  body  of  armed  volunteers  enlisting  in  Tennessee  un- 
der the  command  of  General  Dun  lap,  who,  as  Mr.  Gorostiza 
learns  from  the  newspapers,  are  about  to  march  to  Texas. 

The  attention  of  the  district  attorney  for  Tennessee  has 
already  been  specially  directed  to  the  execution  of  the  lav^-s 
for  preserving  the  neutral  relations  of  the  United  States ; 
and  no  sufiioient  ground  is  perceived,  in  the  newspaper  re- 
ports referred  to  by  Mr.  Gorostiza^  for  further  instructions 
on  the  suliject. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from  the  agent  of  the 
district  attorney  of  Mississippi,  who  was  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  proceedings  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  De- 
partment by 'Mr.  Gorostiza,  also  upon  newspaper  informa- 
tion, in  \\U  note  of  the  2 1st  of  July  last.  By  this  letter, 
and  that  of  the  district  attorney  of  Kentucky  on  the  same 
subject,  transmitted  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  on  the  1 6th  ultimo, 
it  will  be  perceived  that  the  United  States  officers  are  vigi- 
lant in  the  diFcharge  of  their  duty,  and  ihi^  newspaper  re- 
ports are  not,  in  themselves,  safe  grounds  for  ofHcial  Inter- 
ference. 

l*he  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  Goros- 
tiza the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Kb  Ex.  Senor  Don  M.  E.  De  Gohostizi,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Addison  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Natchez,  August  20,  1836. 

Sir:  By  the  last  mail  I  received  a  communication,  if* 

dressed  by  Asbnry  Dickins,  Esq.,  acting  Secretary,  toU 

M.  Gaines,  Esq.,  United  Slates  district  attoioeyfor  tUi 

district,  informing  him  that  the  Mexican  minister  had  wti» 

a  complaint  to  the  Department  of  State  on  the  subject  of 

an  armament  equipped  for  Texas,  as  reported  ia  the  Gml 

Gulf  Advertiser*     Being  connected  in  the  practice  of  tki 

law  with  Mr.  Gaines,  and  requested  by  him  to  aUcDdto 

all  communications  directed  to  him  in  his  ab8enc<!vitb^ 

comes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Gaines,  on  aoooial 

of  ill  health,  was  compelled  to  leave  home  about  the  M 

of  June  last,  having  committed  the  duties  of  his  ofBoiii 

my  care  in  his  absence.     In  reply  to  the  oommoniaiiaB 

of  Mr.  Dickins,  I  have  to  state  that  no  information  of  mi 

an  armament  as  described  has  been  received  by  ne,  etka 

before  or  since  the  departure  of  Mr.  Gaines,  and  fuilkK, 

that  no  information  of  any  other  armament  fitted  oaift 

Texas,  of  a  character  to  justify  proceedings  under  the  bm 

for  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  Uuited  Stiin^ 

has  liecn  received,   except  perhaps  in  the  case  of  Feb 

Houston,  Esq.)  in  which  Mr.  Gainea,  after  qnng  gnt 

exertions  to  procure  a  warrant,  failed  to  do  so.    If  anvi*- 

idence  can  be  procured  in  either  of  these  cases,  it  viH  is 

presented  to  the  grand  jury  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  C» 

ted  States  distxia  court.     Vigilance  also  will  be  omJ  tt 

prevent  any  future  infraction  of  our  neutrality  in  tbi^fr 

Irict. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  ADDISON,  for 
R.  M.  GAINES,  V.  S.  D.  A. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonif  FoaavTH, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  Untied  Stales. 


Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

[Translation.] 

Lkoatiom  ExTRAOKDiKAmr  or  Meeicoixtm 
Ukiteo  States  or  Axkbica, 

Philadelphia^  Sept.  10,  163(- 
After  reading  the  letter  from  Nncogdocbes,  date<ltlM4fl 
of  August,  which  appeared  in  the  ffational  Inlelffgnts 
of  yesterday,  I  haxe  but  little  doubt  that  the  Mexican  ter- 
ritory has  been  already  unfortunately  violated  by  thi  Uv- 
ted  States  troops,  especially  as  the  contents  of  that  feOff 
only  confirm  the  statement  to  the  ssme  effect  msk  it 
others,  which-  have  been  received  in  Philadelphia,  td 
which,  as  I  lenin,  were  written  at  Nacogdoches  od  4« 
I6th  and  the  20th  of  July.  That  published  in  thsOlele 
of  the  25th  ultimo,  and  which  I  sent  to  the  DrpsTtfiKalo' 
Stale  with  my  note  of  the  26th,  was,  if  I  mistake  »(, 
dated  the  2»d  [July] 

It  appears  therefore  that  the  first  trbops  which  innW 
and  occupied  Nacogdoches  were  three  or  four  coiiipiM<*" 
dragoons,  who  were  previously  in  Arkansas,  and  hi3s0 
need  of  passitig  the  Sabine  in  order  to  reach  that  ph^i 
and  that  they  were  afterwards  reinforced  by  eome  f**** 
panies  of  infantry  whicli  had  formed  part  of  tbefimea 
Genernl  Guinea's  encampment.  If  this  be  certain,  ^'^ 
the  War  Department  has  not  received  despstcheslfsmA* 
general  on  the  subject,  there  must  necessarily  have  Mb  • 
miscarriage  of  its  correspondence. 

However  that  may  be,  you,  Mr.  Seopstiiy  ofStal*,ii*»* 
know  that  I  have  now  more  caoae  than  ever  to  lietnii** 
for  a- reply  to  my  notes  of  the  38lh  of  July  and  ibe4di» 
August.  The  resolution  of  the  President  will,  in  my  «!•• 
ion,  determine  the  character  of  the  relations  which  are  l» 
exist  immediately  thenceforward  between  the  tw6  coonin*'' 
and  should  that  reaotution  be,  contrary  to  all  my  eip«l** 
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tifim,  advene  to  the  rights  of  Mexico,  it  w?l!  ttlso  necet- 
urily  determine  as  to  the  eztatence  of  a  miaaion  by  which  I 
Km  so  highly  honored. 

I  repeat,  however,  that  I  do  not  anllcipate  this.  The 
[anguage  used  by  the  President,  in  his  letter  of  tho  6lh  of 
August,  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  is  so  frank,  grener- 
wa,  and  friendly  towards  Mexico,  and  the  principles  there- 
in professed  by  him  are  so  exact  and  equitable,  that  it 
would  certainly  be  a  grataitoas  injury  to  his  feelings,  to  sop- 
fwe  for  a  single  instant,  that,  on  an  occnssion  a  thousand 
times  more  important  than  that,  he  could  think  and  act  in 
I  different  manner.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  entertain  such 
in  idea.  If,  at  that  period,  and  when  a  measure  was  in 
contemplation  which  could  only  give  rise  to  suspicions  of 
portiality  towards  the  Texians,  the  President  of  the  United 
^tes  hastened  to  disapprove  of  it,  in  consideration  of  the 
treaties  by  which  obligations  were  entered  into  with  Mexi- 
?o^  and  because  Mexi<?o  had,  up  to  that  period,  failed  in  no 
««pect  in  the  observance  of  those  engagements,  with  so 
jach  tho  more  confidence  may  it  now  be  expected  that  the 
rresident  will  recall  from  Nacogdoches  the  troops  which 
^je  violated  the  Mexican  territory,  in  opposition  to  all  the 
principles  of  international  right ;  and  that  he  will  withdraw 
^m  General  Gaines  a  dangerous  power,  which,  especially 
o  hi«  hands,  cannot  but  be  prmlactive  of  evil  to  the  two 

rblirs.  This,  sir,  as  I  conceive,  was  your  judgment, 
n,  in  sending  me,  on  the  3 1st  of  Auguat,  a  copy  of  the 
rWsident'i  letter,  you  assured  me  that  it*  contents  were  a 
lofficient  reply  to  the  notes  mentioned  alK)ve ;  and  your 
opinion,  sir,  is  now,  as  ever,  of  great  impiortance  in  ray  eyes. 
I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  as- 
nrances  of  my  rery  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 
To  the  Hon.  Jonut  Fobstth, 

Secretory  of  State. 


Mr.  Oorwtiza  to  Mr,  Forsyth. 
[Translation.] 
PHiLADurHTA,  SepUmbtr  13,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
4eaipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to 
iWreas  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of 
hess  United  States,  in  order  to  complain,  in  the  name  of 
lis  Government^  of  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the  collector  of 
he  ci)stom-hoD»e  of  New  York,  in  admitting,  as  he  has, 
vhtt  is  called  the  Texian  flag  of  war  into  that  port,  and  to 
Potest,  in  consequence,  against  this  proceeding,  and  the 
Infects  which  may  arise  from  it,  as  he  considers  the  whole 
*corfence  most  injurious  to  the  rights  of  Mexico,  and 
|Mnife«s||y  at  varilftnce  with  the  very  principles  which  the 
Snited  States  have  professed,  and  on  which  they  have  acted 
e  limilar  cases. 

The  circumstances  of  the  aflfair  were  these :  On  the  1st 
l>y  of  this  month  an  armed  schooner,  under  what  i4  called 
^Texian  flag  entered  in  thc^ort  of  New  York.  On  the 
>Mne  day,  the  Mexican  consul  \Vrote  to  the  district  attorney, 
lulidting  that  the  vessel  might  be  seized,  and  that  prose- 
iot'on  might  be  commenced  against  her  without  delsy,  ac- 
Elding  to  law ;  it  being  evident  that,  as  her  character  of 
*  ^'raed  vessel  was  not  protected  by  a  flag  previously  re- 
|<»enised  by  the  United  States,  she  had  acquired,  from  the 
■et  of  entering  a  foreign  port  armed,  the  indisputable  char- 
^•er  of  a  pirate.  The  district  attorney  answered  the  con- 
"•1  by  a  letter,  of  which  the  Secretary  of  State  will  find  a 
*Pf  (A)  annexed  to  this  note.  He  will  there  see  that  the 
^uieipal  question  respecting  the  natttre  of  the  flag  ia  entire- 
TithoQgh  in  courteous  terms,  set  aside,  and  that  the  at- 
'"J'^J  speaks  atid  acts  merely  with  reference  to  general 
^«W|  which  have  no  bearing  on  an -exceptive  case.  In  the 
■•an  time  the  schooner,  encouraged  by  this  impunity,  en- 


tered farther  into  the  port  on  the  2d  instant,  anchored  near 
the  Castle-garden,  saluted  the  to-;vn,  and  was  in  return  sa- 
luted by  a  volunteer  company,  (whether  by  or  without  the 
order  of  any  military  authority  is  not  known,)  after  which 
her  officers  and  men  landed  with  uniforms,  arms,  &c. 
The  consul  communicated  to  the  undersigned  all  that  had 
occurred ;  upon  which  the  undersigned  ordered  him  to  ask 
the  collector  of  that  custom-house  whether  the  Texian 
armed  schooner  Bnitus  was  really  a  vessel  of  war  or  an 
armed  merchant  vessel,  on  what  grounds  the  custom- house 
had  permitted  hor  to  enter,  and  why  it  recognised  her  flag, 
although  that  flag  had  not  been  recognised  by  the  United 
States.  The  consnl  did  so ;  and  in  the  annexed  copy  (B) 
the  Secretary  of  State  may  sec  the  strange  reply,  to  call  it 
by  no  less  gentle  a  name,  which  was  received  from  the  said 
collector;  to  use  a  proverbial  English  phrase,  it  speaks 
volumes.  The  undersigned  will  take  the  liberty  of  cur- 
sorily reviewing  this  answer. 

The  collector  begins  by  telling  the  consul  that  the  schoon- 
er is  a  national  vewel,  and  that  her  commander  haa  ex- 
hibited a  commission  as  such  from  the  President  of  the 
republic  of  Texas.  A  national  vessel !  Who  is  the  col- 
lector of  the  custom-house  of  New  York,  that  he  should 
thus  declare  to  be  national  a  vessel  belonging  to  what  is 
called  a  natimtf  but  is  not  a  nation  in  any  of  its  relations 
with  the  Governments  or  the  citizens  of  the  United  States? 
He  doubtless  meant  to  say  that  she  was  a  vessel  of  war,  as 
he  partly  shows  in  his  allusion  to  the  commission  delivered 
by  the  President  of  the  republic  of  Texas.  But  who  is 
the  President  of  Texas  t  What  is  the  republic  of  Texas  1 
In  what  document  has  the  collector  of  the  custom-house  of 
New  York  read  that  the  United  States  have  yet  recognised 
cither  the  President  or  the  republic,  even  as  existing  ?  In 
what  case  has  he  seen  his  own  Government  applying  to 
them  the  names  by  which  ho  calls  them?  And  even 
though  all  this  may  have  been,  how  is  the  collector  assured 
that  the  commiasion  is  a  true  one  ?  How  does  he  know 
that  it  is  sufficient  to  est&blish  the  national  character  of  the 
vessel?  Has  he  learnt  whether  other  conditions  may  not 
be  riecessary,  from  any  navigation  act  made  by  the  Texians, 
if  any  such  act  have  been  made  in  Texas?  Has  he  ascer- 
tained the  origin  of  the  crew  and  the  number  of  Texians  in 
it?  Has  he  inquired  where  the  vessel  was  built,  and 
whether,  in  case  it  should  have  lieeu  built  in  the  TTnited 
States,  it  be  or  be  not  entitled  to  enter  a  port  in  those 
States  as  a  l>elligerarit  ?  If  none  of  these  conditions  should, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  collector  of  the  New  York  custom- 
house, be  requirei},  in  order  that  a  vessel  which  is  not  re- 
cognised may  enter  armed  into  that  port,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  why  all  the  pirates  in  the  world  do  not  take  refuge 
there.  None  of  them  could  certainly  be  without  a  sheet  of 
paper  to  write  a  commission  on,  or  a  strip  of  bunting  for  a 
flag. 

The  collector  next  tells  (he  consul  that,  having  received 
no  orders  from  his  Government  to  interdict  the  entrance  of 
the  vessels  of  the  republic  of  Texas  into  that  district,  he  did 
not  feet  himself  antnorizcd  to  prevent  tho  Brutus  from  en- 
tering, or  Co  molest  her  afterwards,  »o  long  as  she  did  not 
violate  the  laws  of  the  country.  Now,  as  he  had  received 
no  orders  to  admit  Texian  vessels,  why  did  he  not  wait  for 
such  orders  ?  Does  not  silence  on  such  a  subject  say  enough  ? 
Gouhl  he  have  supposed  that  his  Government  would  have 
tacitly  delegated  to  a  subaltern  authority  the  important  fa- 
culty of  determining  at  what  period  a  flag,  not  hitherto 
recognised  by  any  nation,  might  be  displayed  in  a  port  of 
the  United  States  without  inconvenience  to  them,  or  offence 
to  some  other  Power?  How,  repeats  the  undersigned, 
could  the  collector  of  the  custom-house  of  New  York  havo 
imagined  that,  if  the  independence  of  Texas  were  to  be 
recognised,  the  first  step  towards  its  recognition  would  be 
left  entirely  at  his  discretion,  and  to  be  made  whenever  he 
pleased  ? 
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The  coUector  then  state*  that  it  has  been  the  practice  in 
the  port  of  New  York  to  treat  with  respect  and  courtesy  the 
flags  of  those  nations  which  have  declared  themselves  inde- 
pendent, and  maintained  their  independence  against  the 
authority  of  the  country  from  which  they  have  seceded. 
This  is  all  well,  provided  it  has  been  so  previously  deter- 
mined by  the  Executive,  and  not  merely  by  the  collector  of 
a  custom-'house.  In  order  to  arrive  at  such  a  result,  an 
Executive  would,  from  respect  to  itself,  have  first  weighed 
carefully  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  have  examined  previous 
circumstances  and  engagemcnis ;  while  the  collector  of  a 
custom-house  might  act  improperly  in  ao  serious  a  matter, 
either  from  weakness,  or  from  ignorsnce,  or  from  being 
notoriously  identified,  by  his  opinions  and  his  interests,  with 
those  who  display  the  new  flag. 

Finally,  the  collector  tells  the  consul  that  the  armed  ves- 
sels of  Texas  have  been,  for  some  months  past,  admitted  in 
New  Orleans  without  any  opposition  on  the, part  of  that 
custom-house,  and  without  any  complaint,  so  far  as  had 
been  advised,  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  consul  residing 
there.  Those  who  have  told  the  collector  so  deceived  him ; 
and  the  best  reply  to  his  last  assertion,  which  destroys,  also, 
the  whole  value  of  the  precedent  attempted  to  be  established, 
is  to  bo  found  in  the  subjoined  copy  (C)  of  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Mexican  consul  at  New  Orleans  himself  to 
the  acting  Secretary  of  Relations  of  Mexico.  In  that  com- 
munication the  Secretary  of  State  will  see«that  the  consul 
did  perform  his  duty,  by  addressing  the  collector  of  the  cus- 
tom-house directly,  in  order  tu  inquire  under  what  flag  he 
had  admitted  the  first  Texian  armed  vessel  which  entered 
that  port  on  the  1st  of  January  of  this  year.  The  Secretary 
of  State  will  also  see,  in  Ihe  same  document,  that  the  only 
answer  received  from  the  collector  was  the  declaration  given 
indirectly,  that  he  had  determined  not  to  answer  the  consul 
at  all.  Now,  what  more  could  the  poor  consul  do,  when 
he  was  thus  not  even  allowed  to  obtain  evidence  of  the  fact 
on  which  his  first  complaint  was  to  be  based  t  Or  what 
was  the  use  of  addressing  his  complaints,  in  the  subsequent 
cases,  to  a  collector  who  had  already  adopted  the  magnani- 
mous resolution  of  giving  no  answer  to  any  question  which 
might  be  put  to  him  ! 

Such,  then,  so  futile  and  «o  partial,  were  the  reasons  by 
which  the  collector  of  the  New  V ork  custom-house  has  been 
guided  on  this  occasion.  The  undersigned,  after  this  ex- 
posure of  them,  has  no  doubt  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  will  view  them  in  the  same  light,  and  that  he 
will  adopt,  without  delay,  such  measures  as  he  may  judge 
most  efficacious,  for  manifesting  his  entire  disapprobation 
of  the  official  acts  of  that  individual. 

With  regard  to  the  principles  by  which  the  United  States 
have  hitherto  been  always  governed  in  similar  cases,  they 
are  those,  so  obvious  and  so  well  known,  which  are  clearly 
laid  down  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  President's  celebrated 
message  of  March  8,  1 822.  Mr.  Monroe  there,  in  speaking 
of  the  Spanish  provinces  which  had  seceded  from  the  mother 
country,  says  that  *<the  United  States  had  acknowledged 
the  rights  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  as  belligerants,  so  soon  as  their  movement  had  assumed 
mch  a  steady  and  consistent  form  as  to  render  their  ultimate 
success  probable,  and,  from  that  period,  they  had  been 
permitted  to  enter  with  their  vessels  of  war  and  trading 
vessels  into  the  ports  of  these  United  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  provisions,  of  trading,"  &c.  Thence,  it  may  be 
naturally  inferred,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  that, 
nntil  such  movement  had  acquired  such  a  steady  and  con- 
sistent form  as  to  render  probable  (not  merely  possible)  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  said  provinces  in  their  struggle 
•gainst  Spain,  the  United  States  neither  acknowledged  their 
possesnon  of  any  righto  as  belligerants,  nor  admitted  their 
veeeels  in  the  American  porto. 

There  was,  consequently,  a  great  interval  between  the 
commencemept  of  the  movement  and  the  period  at  which  it 


could  have  acquired  the  steadineas  and  consiatencj  dseni 
requisite  to  warrant  the  opinion  that  its  tenqinatioD  woaU 
probably  be  favorable ;  and  the  neutrality  which  may  bm 
been,  and  indeed  really  was,  observed  hy  the  United  StUa 
during  the  whole  of  that  interval  was,  and  could  onlj  bm 
been,  a  mere  neutrality  of  expectancy,  for  thepurpoMif 
seeing  whether  those  provinces  did,  or  did  not,  poann  tb 
means  of  emancipating  themselves. 

Now,  even  admitting  the  case  of  Texas  to  be  liiujff 
to  those  of  the  republics  which  were  formerly  cckum 
of  Spain  in  this  part  of  the  globe,  can  it  be  said  Ite 
the  Tex  lap  movement  has  yet  arrived  at  the  point  wUck 
those  of  the  Spanish  Americans  had  attained,  wben  tbi 
United  States  allowed  them  the  same  rights  t  It  would  to 
ridiculous  to  assert  this.  The  undersigned  will  not  wnH 
time  in  enumerating  the  various  resources  of  popolaliii, 
riches,  and  the  elements  of  society  posaeaaed  by  the  Spa- 
ish  Americans,  and  certainly  not  possessed  by  the  Texiaai; 
ho  will  merely  remind  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  corroboii' 
tion  of  his  previous  assertion,  that  the  pretended  iodep» 
dence  of  Texas  dates  only  from  the  beginning  of  last  Maidi 
In  that  month  the  first  campaign  of  Texas  began,  anddi' 
ring  the  whole  of  that  month,  as  well  as  the  greater  p«t 
of  April,  the  Texians  were  beaten  wherever  they  appM* 
ed.  They  had,  by  their  own  confession,  only  six  bar 
dred  men  under  arms,  commanded  by  General  I1omUi> 
That  General  succeeded  in  surprising  the  vanguard  of  Ai 
Mexican  army,  and  it  was  then  only,  when  General  8aili 
Anna,  who,  from  accident  or  excess  of  zeal,  was  pieM^ 
became  the  prisoner  of  the  Texians,  and  was  forced  bj  ihctt 
to  sign  an  armistice,  which  was  most  improperly,  and  ia  t 
manner  most  contiary  to  all  prubability,  obeyed  1^  Genail 
Filisola,  that  the-Texians  obtained  the  unexpected  advtat^i 
of  the  evacuation  of  the  territory.  The  undenigaed  ooa- 
ceives  that  none  of  these  things  indicate  steadiness  oredo* 
sistency  as  yet.  Had  the  general-in -chief.  President  Stall 
Anna,  not  been  present  at  the  San  Jacinto,  or  had  G«Mal 
Filsola  not  obeyed  the  orders  of  a  captive,  the  conseqococtf 
of  that  battle  would  have  been  politically  unimportant,  ud 
but  very  trifling  in  a  mifitary  point  of  view.  The  sitoalioi 
of  the  Texians  would  not  have  been  improved  by  the  «i^ 
tory,  as  the  Mexican  force  was  still  six  or  seven  times  gieiW 
than  theirs.  Moreover,  the  season  <^  rains  and  feveniB* 
mediately  afterwards  rendered  the  continuation  of  tbr  w 
impossible^a  circumstance  which  completely  acooonls  fv 
the  subsequent  Inactivity. 

The  Mexican  Congress,  however,  has  deprived  the  bil' 
tie  of  San  Jacinto  of  ito  political  impoitanee,  by  dechrilf 
null  and  void  all  acta  signed  by  President  Santa  Aaoa  da- 
ring his  captivity ;  and,  as  the  sickly  season  will  soon  hivt 
ended,  the  day  is  at  band  when  Ihe  Mexicans  will  croa 
the  Colorado.  The  Texians  will  then  have  an  opfioitMifJ 
of  showing  whether  they  posseM  the  requisites  for  ostioeil 
freedom  and  independence.  We  ahall  then  judge  bj  «• 
tlon,  not  by  accidenls,  whether  their  movement  aieu»* 
the  ateady  and  consistent  form  which  ia  neceasaiy  to  lea'' 
their  ultimate  success  probable. 

Meanwhile,  the  undersigned,  confiding  in  the  in^^PJ^ 
and  the  impartiality  of  the  Government  of  the  UaiM 
States,  hopes  that,  adhering  to  the  principles  whisk  iMf 
themselves  established  for  the  guidance  of  their  ooodsaii 
the  cases  already  mentioned,  they  will  declam  their  pM* 
to  be  still  closed  against  the  vcwels  of  the  Texisasi  tM 
will  not  admit  them  to  the  righto  of  belligeranto  out  of  iM 
territory  which  is  the  theatre  of  the  war. 

The  undersigned  apologises  to  the  Secjetaiy  of  Stats  ii| 
the  length  of  this  note,  and  avails  himself  of  the  oecaMt 
to  repeat  to  the  honorable  John  Foiayth  the  assttiancsirf 
his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

MANUEL  B.  DE  00R08TIZ.\. 

Hon.  JoHir  FomsTTS, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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U.  S.  DisTiiicT  Attobset's  Opfick, 

New  York,  September  t,  1836. 

Sir:  I  had  lhi«  afternoon  the  honor  to  receive  yoar 
Kter  of  this  date^  advising  me  of  the  arrival  at  the  port  of 
Uvi  York  6f  a  vessel  called  the  Texian  schooner  Brutus, 
nd  hasten  to  apprize  you  of  my  earnest  wish  to  render 
very  aid  in  my  power  to  prevent  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
be  UoUed  States,  or  an  infringement  of  their  treaty  with 
be  republic  of  Mexico.  In  this  wish  I  am  not  only 
irompted  by  a  sense  of  duty,  but.  by  the  expressed  deter- 
Binstion  of  the  Executive  of  this  Government  to  observe 
Q  entire  neutrality  as  regards  the  revolution  which  agitates 
be  Government  you  represent. 

To  promote  the  object  of  your  letter,  T  have  instructed 
he  marshal  of  this  district  carefully  to  observe  the  conduct 
vhich  may  be  pursued  by  the  commander  of  the  Brutus, 
nd  immediately  to  report  any  acts  that  will  justify  my  in- 
erference  as  public  prosecutor.  Such  other  measures  will 
IB  adopted  as  circumstances  may  suggest,  to  detect  and 
irompUy  punish  any  violation  of  law  tending  to  interrupt 
be  friendly  relations  between  our  respective  Governments, 
permit  me  to  invite  your  co-operation  in  this  duty,  by  in- 
brming  me  of  such  facts,  within  your  knowledge,  as  may 
nbject  the  factors  to*  the  penalties  of  the  United  States 
aws,  by  which  it  is  forbidden,  within  the  limits  of  the 
Jnited  States,  to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and 
iriB,  or  to  increase  and  augment  the  force  of  a  vessel  of 
var,  cruiser,  or  armed  vessel,  or  to  begin  or  set  on  foot  a 
nilitary  expedition  or  enterprito  within  the  United  States, 
0  be  carried  on  from  these  against  the  dominions  of  a  for- 
sign  State,  colony,  or  people,  with  whom  the  United  States 
ITS  at  peace. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  M.  PRICE, 
United  States  District  Attorney. 

To  Mr.  SEBABTrA.ir  Mrhcado, 

Mexican  Corniul,  New  York. 

B. 

Nsw  York,  September  8,  1836. 
8im :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  ye^ 
wday,  of  your  letter  propounding  certain  inquiries  respect- 
fig  the  Texian  vessel  now  in  this  port.  To  the  first  in- 
iui7,  viz.  ■*  whether  said  schooner  Is  a  merchant  vessel, 
It  vessel  of  war,  or  a  privateer,"  I  answer  that  ahe  is  a  na- 
xooal  vessel,  the  commander  of  which  has  shown  to  me  his 
wmmiasion  as  such,  from  the  President  of  the  republic  of 
fsxas. 

To  the  second  question,  viz.  *'  upon  what  grounds  this 
^ee  has  admitted  said  vessel,"  I  beg  leave  to  state  that, 
iaviog  received  no  orders  from  my  own  Government  to  in- 
brdict  the  entrance,  into  thb  district,  of  the  vessels  of  the 
republic  of  Texas,  I  do  not  feel  myself  authorize  to  ex- 
slode  or  moleat  her  unless  she  violates  the  laws  of  this  Gov- 
nrnment. 

To  the  third  inquiry,  vis.  "upon  what  grounds  this  of- 
Sce  acknowledges  a  flag  that  is  not  acknowledged  by  the 
United  States,"  I  am  constrained  to  answer,  that  it  has 
Men  the  practice  at  this  port  to  treat  with  respect  and 
M>Qrtesy  the  flags  of  such  nations  as  have  declared  them- 
wives  indepeodent,  and  mainiainid  their  indeperuUnu 
gainst  the  auihority  of  the  country  from  which  they  have 
leceded.  That  was  the  case,  always,  with  respect  to  the 
Mexieaa  flig  before  its  independence  wias  acknowledged  by 
my  Oovemment  in  America  or  Europe.  It  is  believed 
Lbat  down  to  the  present  period,  Spain  herself  has  never 
icknowledged  the  independence  of  Mexico,  notwithstand- 
ing this  and  other  Governments  have.  I  might  add  fur- 
ther, that  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  Government'  of 
Texas,  heving  ibr  the  iaat  six  or  eight  months  been  con- 


stantly arriving  at  and  departing  firom  the  port  of  New  Or- 
leans, without  any  binderanoe  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of 
the  customs  of  that  port,  and,  so  far  aa  I  am  edvised,  with- 
out any  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government 
or  its  representative,  furnishes  a  reasonable  inference  that 
my  Government  have  issued  no  orders  forbidding  the  ueo 
of  the  waters  of  the  United  States  to  vessels  of  the  descrip- 
tion referred  to. 

I  trust  the  answers  given  to  the  inquiries  contained  in 
your  note  will  be  satisfactory  to  yourself,  and  also  to  his 
Excellency,  the  envoy  from  Mexico,  under  whose  instruc- 
tions you  have  addreued  me. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, SAMUEL  SWART WOUT. 

Skbastiak  Mbbcado,  Esq. 

Mexican  Consul,  New  York. 


Tranalaiion  of  a  letter  frotn  the  Mexican  Consul  at  New 
Orleans  tohis  Government;  the  copy  of  which  forma 
document  C,  annexed  to  the  note  from  M.  GorostizOt 
dated  September  12,  1836. 

C. 

MXXICAV  CORSULATB  AT    Nxw  OrIKAITS. 

To  the  chief  officer  charged  with  the  Department  of  Rela- 
twns  of  the  Mexican  Republic- 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  with  this,  the  copy  of  a 
despatch  addressed  by  me  yesterday  to  the  charge  d'af- 
faires of  the  republic  near  the  Government  of  these  States, 
together  with  the  copy  of  the  document  to  which  I  refer  in 
that  despatch.  You  will  thereby  see,  sir,  that,  In  order  to 
make  known  to  that  gentleman  the  nature  of  the  reception 
of  the  armed  schooner  which  entered  this  port  on  the  24 
ultimo,  from  Velasco,  under  the  character  of  Texian,  and 
bearing  the  name  of  Liberty,  (as  I  informed  you  in  my 
note  (No.  5)  of  the  day  and  month  above  stated,)  I  ad- 
dressed, on  the  6th  instant  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Breedlove,  the 
collector  of  the  custom-house  of  this  port,  a  plain,  and  un- 
doubtedly a  courteous  letter.  To  this  letter,  as  you  will 
see  by  my  despatch  to  M.  Castillo,  that  American  officer 
has  not  deigned  to  reply,  although  fr>ur  days  have  elapsed^ 
which  were  certainly  a  sufficient  period  for  him,  if  he  hod 
chosen  to  give  me  an  answer. 

Mr.  Edmund  J.   Forstall,  a  wealthy  merchant  of  this 

flace,  on  learning  the  circumstance,  entreated  me,  before 
informed  you  of  it,  to  allow  him  to  speak  to  Mr.  Breed- 
love  on  the  subject,  as  he  foresaw  the  had  effects  which 
such  conduct  on  the  part  of  this  officer  of  the  confederacv 
might  produce  on  the  commercial  relations  and  the  friend- 
ship between  the  two  republics.  I  willingly  acceded  to 
this  proposition  of  Mr.  Forstall's  from  the  persuasion  that 
the  intervention  of  so  respectable  a  person  might  be  attend- 
ed by  the  consequences  desired ;  he,  however,  last  night 
informed  me  that  the  coUedor  of  the  custom-house  had  de^ 
termined  to  make  no  answer  to  my  tetter. 

I  hasten  to  communicate  to  you,  sir,  this  strange  occur- 
rence, that  you  may  submit  it  to  his  Excellency  the  acting 
President  of  the  republic.  I  do  not  venture  to  make  any 
remarks  upon  it,  as  T  do  not  wish  to  add  to  the  existing  ir- 
ritation, and  as,  indeed,  comments  upon  it  would  be  super- 
fluous. I  will  send  to  M.  Castillo  y  Lanzas  a  copy  of  this 
part  of  my  despatch,  by  the  mail  of  to-morrow,  that  he 
may  use  the  contents  as  he  may  think  proper. 

God  and  liberty.     New  Orleans,  February  10,  1836. 
FRANCISCO  PIZARRO  MARTINEZ. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza, 

DiPAUTKXirT  OP  Statk, 

Washington,  September  20,  1886. 

I      The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  Sute  of  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of 
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Mr.  GorMtisa,  en^oy  extraordinary  and  mhaiater^pleaftpo- 
tcntiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  of  the  12tb  iDstant,  com- 
plaining of  the  conduct  of  the  collector  of  New  Y^rk,  in 
permitting  a  vessel  under  the  Tezian  ikg  to  enter  that  port, 
anJ  .expreeaing  the  hope  that  the  United  States  will  declare 
their  ports  to  be  closed  against  the  vessels  of  the  Tejfians, 
and  will  not  ailmit  them  to  the  rights  of  belligerents  out  of 
the  territory  which  is  the  theatre  of  war.     In  reply,  the  un- 
dersigned has  the  honor  to  observe,  that  the  course  pursued 
by  the  collector  of  New  York,  in  declining  to  exclude  the 
vessel  in  question,  which  bore  a  flag  alleged  to  be  that  of 
Texas,  and  the  commander  of  which  exhibited  a  commis- 
sion purporting  to  bo  from  the  President  of  that  country, 
or  to  seize  or  otherwise  molest  her,  aftor  she  had  entered, 
was  in  accordance  with  the  piineipies  and  practice  which 
have  been  invariably  observed  by  this  Government,  from 
the  first  breaking  out  of  the  revolution  among  the  Spanish 
provinces  on  this  continent  to  the  present  lime.     There  is 
nothing  contradictory  of  this  position  in  the  passage  which 
Mr.  Gorostizu  has  quoted  from  (ho  message  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  to  Congress,  of  the 
8th  of  March,  1822,  when  properly  understood  and  con- 
strued in  connexion  with  the  antecedent  acts  and  declara- 
tions of  the  Executive.     It  is  obvious  that  the  excla^ion  of 
the  vessels  of  the  one  party  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  admissirn  of  those  of  the  other,  would  be 
inconsistent  with  an  impartial  neutrality;  and  yet  the 
President,  in  the  same  message  from  which  Mr.  Gorostixa 
has  quoted,  states  that,    **  through  the  whole  of  this  con- 
test the  United  States  have  remained  neutral,  and  have 
fulfilled  with  the  utmost  impartiality  all  the  obligations 
incident  to  that  character."     In  a  previous  message,  of  De- 
cember 7th,  1819,  he  observes:  **In  the  civil  war  existing 
between  Spain  and  the  Spanish  provinces  in  this  hemi- 
sphere, the  greatest  care  has  been  taken  to  enforce  the  laws 
intended  to  preserve  an  impartial  neutrality.     Our  ports 
have  contin%ud  to  he  equally  open  to  both  parties,  find  an 
.the  tame  conditions**    Tiiis  language  plainly  refers  to  the 
whole  of  the  contest ;  and  the  President  is  not  to  be  under- 
stood, in  his  subsequent  message^,  to  which  Mr.  Gorostiza 
has  referred,  as  intending  to  say  that  the  vessels  of  either 
party  were  only  permitted  to  enter  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  period  when  the  fuceess  of  such  party  ap- 
pearidto  be  probable.     The  construction  which  Mr.  Gor- 
ostiza has  given  to  the  particular  passage  be  has  cited,  is 
not  only  contradicted  by  other  passages  from  the  messages 
of  the  same  Executive  officer,  but  still  more  strongly,  if 
possible,  by  the  uniform  acts  of  this  Government  in  that 
and  similar  cases.     It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  vessels 
of  the  South  American  provinces  were  admitted  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  Stales,   under  their  own  or  any  other 
flags,  from  the  commencement  of  the  revolution  :  and  it  is 
equally  true  that,  throughout  the  various  civil  contests  that 
have  taken  place  at  difTerent  periods  among  the  Slates  that 
sprung  from  that  revolution,  the  vessels  of  each  of  the  con- 
tending parlies  have  been  alike  permitted  to  enter  the  ports 
of  this  country.     It  has  never  been  held  necessary,  as  a 
preliminary  to  the  extension  of  the  rights  of  hospitality  to 
either,  that  the  chances  of  the  war  should  be  balanced  and 
the  probability  of  eventual  success  determined.     For  this 
purpose,  it  has  Iteen  deemed  suflicient  that  the  party  had 
declared  its  independence,  and,  at  the  time,  was  actually 
maintaining  it.    Such  having  been  the  course  hitherto  pur- 
sued by  this  Government,  however  important  it  might  lie 
to  consider  the  probability  of  success,  if  a  question  should 
ariae  as  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas, 
ills  not  to  be  expected  that  it  should  be  made  a  prerequisite 
to  the  mere  exercise  of  hospitality  implied  by  the  admission 
of  the  vessels  of  that  country  into  our  ports.     The  declara- 
tion of  neutrality  made  by  the  President  in  regard  to  the 
existing  contest  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  confined  to  the  liiQita  of  that  prcvince^  or  of 


<<  the  theatre  of  war,'*  within  which  it  was  hardly  to  bt 
presumed  that  any  collision  would  occur,  or  any  qoesiiooM 
the  subject  arise;  but  it  was  designed  to  extend em;- 
where,  and  to  include  as  well  the  United  States  and  tUi 
ports  as  the  territories  of  the  conflicting  parties.  The  «• 
elusion  of  the  vessels  of  Texaf^,  whUe  those  ^f  Mexico  w 
admitted,  is  not  deemed  compatible  with  the  strict  ncotn^ 
ity  which  it  is  the  desire  and  the  determination  oi  tbii  Gov- 
ernment to  observe  in  respect  to  the  present  ronteit  he- 
tween  those  countries ;  nor  is  it  thought  necessaiy  to  ni> 
tinize  the  character  or  authority  of  the  flag  under  m\ak 
they  may  sail,  or  the  validity  of  the  comml^on  rate 
which  they  may  be  commanded,  when  the  rights  of  iki 
country  and  its  citizens  are  respecteil  and  obsenej.  'b 
this  frank  expression  of  the  views  and  policy  of  the  XlM 
States  in  regard  to  a  matter  of  so  much  interest  astkeiir 
now  waging  between  Mexico  and  its  revolted  pronnc^ft 
is  hoped  that  new  evidence  will  be  perceived,  not  oo^tf 
the  consistency  and  impartiality  of  this  Government  iaik 
relations  with  foreign  countries,  but  of  the  sincere  Mi 
which  is  entertained,  by  such  an  exposition  of  Ha  coMWf 
to  cherish  and  perpetuate  that  friendly  feeling,  wkiehii 
see  in  the  scrupulous  regard  that  is  paid  tolherigbtitf 
other,  and  even  of  rival  parties,  one  of  the  surest  gQind> 
tees  that  its  own  will  continue  to  b^  respected. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  tsI^ 
new  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurance  of  his  distinguiiM 
consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

His  Ex.  Sefior  Don  M.  E.  db  Gobostiza,  dec. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza. 

Dkparticent  op  Statk, 

Washington,  September  17,  1836. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  just  received  a  letter  from  tb 
President,  which  makes  it  imp^^rtant  that  he  shoald  tni 
an  interview,  as  early  as  practicable,  with  Mr.  Goroitiii, 
the  Mexican  minister  plenipotentiary. 

The  Secretary  invites  Mr.  Gorostiza  to  call  at  the  De* 
partment  at  his  earliest  convenience. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Vxt  Ex.  Sr.  Don  M.  E.  i»k  Gorostiza,  Ac. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 

[Translation.] 

MxxiCAif  Legatio:?  ExTKA0Rni2r.iiT, 
Philadelphia,  September  18,  1836. 

Mt  Dxar  Sir  :  I  have  just  received  the  note  which  JM 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  yesterday,  and,  ia  con- 
sequence of  it,  i^though  my  health  is  very  wretched,  I  ihaB 
leave  this  place  on  the  day  after  to-morrow,  so  that  I  ahdi 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  the  Department  of  8tili 
on  the  21st  instant,  or  the  22d  at  farthceL 

I  conclude  by  repeating  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary  of  6t»l^ 
the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  eonsideralipa. 

M.   £    D£  GOROSTI^. 
To  the  Hon.  Jubn  Fohstth, 

Secretary  of  State. 
»  ■ 

Memorandum. 

Depautmxht  or  Stats, 

Washington,  September  23»  1836.* 

In  compliance  with  the  instniotions  of.  the  Pi«iid0rti| 
had  this  morning  an  interview  with  Mr.  Goresliia,  sm 
read  to  him  General  Santa  Anna's  letter  to  the  ¥w^f^ 
and  the  reply.  I  also  informed  Mr.  Goroatiia  that  it  i^ 
peered  by  letters  to  General  Qainea,  from  one  of  tbs  «h*  j 
altern  o&ers,*that  some  ot  tho  troops  of  the  Unilsd  ^f^ 
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we  at  Nacogdoches.  I  read  to  Mr.  GoroetJza  port^a  of 
le  Preaident's  letter  to  General  Gainra  of  the  4lh  fil^tein- 
er,  which  related  to  apprehended  Indian  dietiirbancef  in 
lat  quarter,  and  bia  ezprefls  directions  to  Uiat  officer  not 
»  advance  into  the  Mexican  territory,  and,  if  occupying  it, 
>  retire,  onless  Tndian  boftility  had  actually  begun,  or  he 
ad  nndoabted  evidence  that  it  was  intended,  and  prepare 
itiona  were  making  for  it.  Mr.  Gorostiza  dented,  most 
xplicitly,  the  possibility  of  such  intention  on  the  part 
r  the  Indians  as  anticipated  or  desired  by  Mexico.  He 
rotested  against  the  discretionary  authority  given  to  Gen* 
ral  Gaines  to  remain  on  the  Mexican  territory,  olTcring  to 
naranty  that  the  fact  of  any  movement  of  the  Indians 
eing  solicited  by  Mexico  or  Mexicans  was  false ;  insisted 
ipoD  his  answer  to  a  letter  inquiring  whether  General 
Innes's  troops  were  on  Mexican  territory,  and  protested 
Eiat  their  remaining  would  impose  upon  him  the  painful 
iQty  of  withdrawing  from  his  mission,  and  returning  to 
lis  Government.  Mr.  Goroslixa  did  not  deny  the  right  of 
be  United  States,  if  the  facts  were  true,  to  take  upon  it- 
elf  the  defence  of  its  frontierci,  and  to  advance  upon  Mex« 
oo,  who  would,  in  that  cose,  have  been  false  to  her  obli- 
[atiooa  under  the  law  of  nations  and  to  her  treaty  stipula- 
iona.  I  reminded  Mr.  Gorostiza,  that,  on  the  principle  in- 
volved, there  was  no  dispute  between  the  two  Govern- 
nents :  the  only  quotation  was  one  of  fact,  which  a  short 
ime  would  solve ;  and  he  would  have  perceived,  by  the 
orders  of  the  President,  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
vould  be  withdrawn,  whenever  the  trnth  was  ascertained, 
f  he  was  correct  in  his  belief.  Mr.  Gorostiza  proposed  to 
lirect,  himself,  to  General  Urrea,  a  represeuUtion  of  what 
>e  had  said  on  this  subject,  and  to  abide  by  his  answer,  re- 
ying  upon  his  positive  denial  of  the.  truth  of  the  charge 
igainst  the  Mexicans ;  and  that  he  would  give  assurance 
that  IndiaJi  intervention  in  the  war,  or  hostility  to  the  Uni- 
fid  States,  had  not  only  nut  been,  but  would  not  be,  in 
loy  event,  sought  for  or  permitted  in  violation  of  the  treatv 
aitb  the  United  States. 

The  interview  concluded  by  my  requesting  Mr.  Goro- 
itiza  to  acquaint  hia  Government  with  the  ic formation  he 
lad  just  received  from  me.  As  to  his  proposition  of  refer- 
Mice  to  General  Urrea,  I  could  only  reply  to  it,  afler  hav- 
ing  seen  the  President,  who  would  return  to  the  city  in  a 
Few  days. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Having  examined  the  above  at  the  request  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate,  I  find  it  substantially  correct. 

M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 


Absirtni  of  tfvo  letters  frt/m  the  President  to  Genera^ 
Gaines,  given  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  September  26M. 

"  The  President,  in  his  letter  to  General  Gaines  of  the 
1th  September,  1836,  observes  that  the  Unite<1  Stotes  ore 
strictly  neutral  with  regard  to  the  struggle  going  on  in 
Texas,  and  that  this  neutrality  must  be  observed  and  main- 
tained by  General  Gaines  as  commander  of  the  United 
States  forces  on  that  frontier.  It  is  one  of  the  duties  of 
Mexico  to  prevent  the  Indians  withm  her  territory  from 
committing  hostilities  against  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and,  if  Mexico  'be  unwilling  or  unable  to  perform 
that  duty,  the  United  Stales  are  authorized  by  the  law  of 
nations  and  the  right  of  self-defence,  to  perform  it  for  her. 
If  General  Gaines  should  be  satisfied  that  any  bodv  of 
Indians  who  disturb  the  peace  of  the  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  receive  assistance  or  shrher  within  the  Mexican 
territory,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  Mexico  will  take 
offence  at  the  adoption,  by  him,  of  the  most  speedy  and 
decisive  measures  for  punishing  those  Indians,  and  depriv. 
ing  them  of  the  means  to  pro^^ccute  their  lawless  designs 
against  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citizens.  For 
this  pmpoje  it  will  be  proper  for  General  Gaines  to  take 


an  advanced  pomtion  which  may  be  most  favorable  for 
securing  the  frontier,  and  he  will  be  authorized  to  pursue 
the  Indians  wherever  they  may  be  found,  without  regard 
to  the  Mexican  limits,  or  to  those  now  claimed  by  the  Texi- 
ans.  General  Gaines  roust,  however,  be  careful  not  to  be 
deceived  by  the  evidence  on  which  an  act  involving  so 
much  responsibility  is  to  be  justified ;  and  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  must  not  occupy  an  advanced  post  in 
the  Mexican  territory,  unless  it  be  necessary,  unless  the 
peace  of  the  frontier  be  actually  disturbed,  or  there  be  a 
moral  certainty  that  the  Indians  are  in  hostile  array  for  the 
purpose,  and  are  obtaining  the  means  of  operation  from  the 
Mexican  territory.  Should  General  Gaines  receive  evi- 
dence  that  the  Indians  are  committing  hostilities,  and  that 
they  pass  through  the  Mexican  territory,  or  otherwise  use 
it  in  accomplishing  their  savage  designs,  it  Is  his  duty,  for 
the  performance  of  which  he  is  responsible,  as  commander 
of  the  forces  charged  with  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  pursue  and  take  those  Indians  where- 
ever  they  can  be  found. 

'*  The  Prei>iclcnt  concludes  by  cautioning  General  Gaines 
against  holding  any  correspondence  with  the  chiefs  of  Mex- 
ico or  of  Texas,  other  than  is  indicated  in  the  instructions 
which  he  has  received  or  mav  receive  from  the  Govern mont 

m  

of  the  United  States.  General  Gaines  is  aware  that  the 
Mexicans  have  already  charged  his  soldiers  with  having 
fought  and  defeated  them  at  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  and 
although  no  charge  could  be  more  groundle^,  yet  the  cir- 
cumstance of  its  having  been  made  shows  the  necessity  of 
caution  on  the  part  of  General  Gaines. 

*'In  his  second  letter  to  .General  Gaines,  written  also 
on  the  4th  of  September,  1836,  the  President,  in  addition 
to  what  he  had  said  in  the  first  letter,  directs  General 
Gaines,  in  case  that  the  accounts  that  the  Indians  are  in 
hostile  array,  and  that  their  designs  have  been  favored  or 
countenanced  by  the  Mexican  General  should  prove  to  be 
true,  to  march  with  his  whole  force  to  Nacogdochet;,  or  to 
such  other  point  as  he  may  consider  best  calculated  to  en- 
able him  to  guard  the  frontier,  and  to  operate  successfully 
against  the  Indians  thus  combined  and  engaged  to  make 
war  on  the  United  Slates.  General  Gaines  has  been  al- 
ready informed  of  the  President's  views  with  regard  to  the 
right  of  self-defence  possessed  by  the  United  States,  when 
Mexico  fails  to  fulfil  the  engagements  made  in  the  treaty 
by  keeping  the  Indians  at  peace  with  their  citizens.  The 
United  States  have  to  maintain  their  neutrality,  and  Gen- 
eral Gaines's  authority  to  occupy  a  position  beyond  their 
limits  will  rest  upon  the  necessity  of  doing  so,  as  the 
means  of  protecting  their  frontier.  Should  General  Gaines 
find  the  statement  respecting  the  Mexican  General's  agency 
in  exciting  the  Indians  to  war  ugninst  the  United  Slates  to 
be  untrue,  and  tho  Indinns  disposed  to  remain  at  peace,  he 
will,  of  course,  immediately  withdraw  his  forces  from  Na- 
cogdoches to  his  place  of  encampment  on  the  Sabine ;  but 
should  those  statements  be  true,  he  is  immediately  to  call 
into  service  the  thousand  volunteers  organized  in  Arkansas, 
and  the  same  number  organized  in  Missouri  under  the  late 
act  of  Congress,  and  to  advance  with  bis  whole  force  to 
Nacogdoches,  or  to  any  other  point  favorable  for  the  pro- 
lection  of  the  frontier  and  the  suppression  of  Indian  fios- 
tililies  in  that  quarter.  If  Mexico,  (concludes  the  Presi- 
dent,) regardless  of  her  engagements  made  by  treaty 
with  the  IJnitcd  States,  excites  the  Indians  to  war  agdinst 
them,  she  cannot  complain  of  their  employing  tho  most 
prompt  and  energetic  measures  for  their  own  defence^  or  of 
their  occupying  a  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory,  if  ii  bo 
necessary  to  prevent  the  evils  which  she  has  occasioned. 
General  Gaines  must  act  according  to  his  own  discretion 
upon  the  information  he  may  obtain,  always  bearing  in 
mind  the  neutral  position  of  the  United  States  with  regard 
to  the  contending  parties  in  Texas,  and  the  obligations  of 
the  treaty  in  reference  to  the  Mexican  authorities." 
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Mexiean  AJfwn. 


Mr,  Gorostiza  to  Mr,  Forhylh. 
[Translation.] 

Legatioit  Extraohdinart  or  Mexico, 

Washington^  September  23,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  when  he  called  the  attention  of  the 
honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  these  United 
States,  to  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  for  Texas,  in  which 
General  Dunlap  is  now  engaged  in  the  State  of  Tennesse, 
not  only  bore  in  mind  the  recent  notice  to  which  he  alluded 
at  tliat  time,  but  also  recollected  that  he  had  not  long  be- 
fore  read  a  letter  from  General  Houston  to  the  said  Dun- 
lap,  which  undoubtedly  referred  to  the  same  enlistment, 
and  which,  at  least,  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  Texian  relations 
existing  between  the  two  Generals.  This  letter  was  pub* 
lished  in  the  Commercial  Advertiser  of  New  Orleans,  of 
July  6th ;  it  was  copied  in  all  the  papers  of  the  Union,  and 
has  been  disavowed  by  none. 

The  undersigned  is  indeed  well  aware  that  mahy  state- 
ments daily  appear  in  the  public  prints  which  are  so  en- 
tirely without  foundation  that  the' Department  of  State  can- 
not notice  them ;  but  the  Secretary  of  State  must,  on  his 
part,  also  know  that  there  are  S4)  many  places  in  the  United 
States  in  which  the  friends  of  1*exa8  are  now  inftinging 
the  laws,  to  the  injury  of  Mexico,  that  the  undersigned 
cannot  possibly  keep  agents  in  each  of  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  denouncing  such  persons  to  the  respective  authori- 
ties ;  and  that,  consequently,  the  undersigned  cannot  neg- 
lect the  slight  accounts  which  he  receives  from  the  press, 
without  running  the  risk  of  failing  in  the  performflince  of 
one  of  hi3  principal  duties, 

The  Department  of  State  may  hereafter  determine  with 
greater  probability  of  assurance,  whether  the  undersigned 
has  or  has  not  cause  for  alarm,  and  may  also  at  present  act 
according  to  its  own  conviction  and  conscience. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Slate  the  assurances 
of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 


Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr,  Forsyth. 
[Translation.] 

LS&ATIOM  EXTRAORDINART  OF  MEXICO, 

Wwilungton,  September  27,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  have  again  read  the  statement  of  our  conference 
of  the  23d  instant,  which  yon,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  have 
drawn  up  for  the  President,  and  have  found  it  substantial- 
ly coirect.  I  think,  however,  it  will  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  avoid  any  misunderstanding  hereafter,  to  have  it  ex- 
plaified  that  I  agreed  with  you  at  the  time  on  the  principle 
that  neither  tbe  Mexican  Government  nor  any  one  of  ite 
ofBcers,  by  its  order,  could  ever  employ  the  uncivilized 
(salvages)  Indians  in  the  ooniest  in  Texas,  without  jeopard- 
izing, to  a  certain  extent,  Uie  security  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  lives  and  property  of  its  inhabitants ; 
that  henoe,  if  at  any  time  such  a  thing  were  done  (which 
appeared  to  mo  impossible)  and  the  Indians  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  Mexican  Government  or  agents  came  to  invade 
or  commit  hostilities  against  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  in  such  supposed  case,  I  agreod  with  you,  that 
Mexico  would  have  failed  in  the  duty  imposed  on  her  by 
the  33d  article  of  the  existing  treaty,  and  would  have 
moreover  violated  the  most  obvious  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations ;  hence,  -also,  I  considered  that,  in  such  a  case, 
and  i?i  suth  a  ease  only,  would  the  United  States  be  justi- 
fied, after  having  repulsed  the  Indians,  in  occupying  tem- 
porarily with  their  troops  a  position  in  the  Mexican  terri- 
tory, as  •  means  of  security  from  a  similar  immediate  ag- 
gression, until  Mexico  should  have  satisfied  them  respect- 
ing what  had  occurred,  and  have  given  them  sufficient 
guarantees  for  the  future.  I  repeat,  however,  that  all  this 
rests  upon  a  merely  supposed  case. 


With  regard  to  the  communication  which  I  mean  to  d* 
dress  If  General  Urrea,  as  soon  ta  the  PresideDt  shall  hm 
ordered  the  troops  of  the  United  StatM  to  evacuate  Ai 
Mexican  territory  invaded  by  them,  and  not  be^Me,  it  liK 
consist  merely  of  a  copy  of  the  note  which  I  shall  write  n 
this  subject  to  my  Government,  making  known  the  » 
Burances  given  hy  me  in  its  name  to  the-  GovemoMBtrf 
the  United  Stales,  respecting  ths  employment  of  the  mI 
uncivilized  Indians  as  imputed  to  it.  This  I  expresKd  Is 
you  in  the  said  conference,  and  I  had,  at  the  same  tin^ 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  if  I  should  now  writs  U 
General  Urrea,  it  would  not  be  because  I  sought  or  ne^ 
his  co-operation  in  this  maiter,  but  becaose  I  coDsidocll 
advantageous  to  all  parties  thai  the  notification  of  m 
agreement  with  this  Govemment  should  be  forwaided  h 
him  by  the  way  of  Pensacola  and  Matamoras,  instead  of  ri* 
lowing  him  to  wait  until  he  should  receive  it  from  Menca 
His  answer  to  my  communication  could  be  nothing  wm 
than  acknowledgment  of  ita  reception  ;  and  I  covld  tbcrt- 
fore  never  have  thought  of  abiding  by  it  (gobemarme)* 
any  way.  I  believe  from  my  acquaintance  with  the  pn- 
ciples  and  intentions  of  my  Government^  that  I  can,  sith- 
out  fear,  take  upon  myself  any  responsibitity  to  which  ^ 
affair  may  subject  me. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity,  Mr.  Secretary  of  Biate,  ti 
repeat  to  you  ihe  assurances  of  my  most  dislinguisfaed  cos- 
sideration*  M.  £.  GOROSTIZA. 

Hon.  Jena  Fouttb, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza. 

Depabtxxitt  of  Stat£i 
Washington,  September  28,  18d6. 

The  undersigned)  acting  Secretary  ofStateof  IheUaitd 
States,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  a- 
traordinary  and  nrinister  plenipotentiary  of  the  MeiioB 
republic,  that  his  communication  of  yesterday's  date  ■• 
received  a  short  time  after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Fon^ 
for  Georgia.  On  the  retani  of  the  President  it  will  Is 
laid  before  him. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  tbe  assortocB 

of  his  highest  consideration. 

ASBURY  DICKINS. 

His  excellency  Seiior  Don  M.  £.  Db  Gobostizi. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins. 

[Translation.] 

LkOATlOK  EXTBA-OBPIITABT  OF  MzXiCO  IV  10 

UxiTSD  States  uf  AmIbica, 
Washingion,  October  1,  Iddfi: 

(Te/i  o*clock  in  ihe  evening.) 

Sib  :  At  this  moment  I  read  witli  indignation  in  ^ 
newspapers  of  New  Orleans,  just  arrived,  a  prochmtii" 
of  General  Houston's,  which  confirms  all  my  fears  smt  r^ 
blizes  all  my  predictions.  In  it.  General  Houston,  stjlinf 
himself  President  of  Texas,  and  under  the  pretext  tbn 
some  Indians  had  told  him  that  other  Indians,  in  conjuQctioe 
with  the  Mexicans,  (who  had  not  then  moved  from  MaUr 
moras,)  were  about  to  attack  Nacogdoches,  onfen^ 
militia  of  the  adjoining  counties  to  tske  up  arms  in  ufv 
to  sustain  the  troops  of  the  United  Stales  garrisoning  tMl 
place,  until  General  Gaines  should  send  reinforctmenisi* 
it.  He,  moreover,  in  this  proclamation,  informs  the  ofliaff 
of  the  said  militia  that,  as  they  arrive  at  Nacogdoches,  th« 
must  report  themselves  to  the  commander  of  the  Vatta 
States  troops,  and  remain  subject  to  his  order. 

Although  I  cannot  persuade  myself  as  yet,  that  this  ujo* 
eral  Houston  has  the  slightest  grounds  for  relying  npontM 
co-operation  of  ihe  troops  of  the  United  Sutes  in  fs^or  ol 
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•  iabellion  in  Texai^  neTonheleM,  I  dr»w  the  concIuMon, 
im  this  impudent  document,  that  be  U  endeavoring  to 
•keit  appear  lo,  in  order  to  mislead,  bj  tbis  fallacy,  the 
tventurers  whom  he  beads.  When  the  volunteers  of 
nu  shall  h^ve  frcUemized  in  the  same  garrison  with  the 
K>psof  the  United  States,  bow  easj  will  it  be  for  them 
go  together  to  battle,  whenever  the  Meiicans  advance. 
lie  slightest  incident  will  then  serve  as  a  pretext,  and 
loertl  Houston  will  certainly  not  disregard  it. 
Therefore,  for  tbis  additiimal  reason,,  and  as  the  Presi- 
nt  has  arrived  in  Waahington  tbis  day,  I  again  entreat 
V,  Mr.  Acting  Secretary  of  State,  to  solicit  from  that 
Dtleman,  as  speedily  as  possible,  a  final  and  explicit  de- 
nination  with  regard  to  that  which  forms  the  sole  object 
my  notes  of  July  28,  August  4,  and  September  10  and 
.  As  the  violation  of  the  Mexican  territory  has  been 
eidy  unfortunately  eflected  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
lies,  every  minute  which  elapses  without  relieving  it 
m  this  heavy  evil,  renders  deeper  the  wounds  inflicted 
the  honor,  the  rights,  and  the  interest  of  the  nation 
ieb  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
[  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Acting 
sntaiy  of  State,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished 
isideration. 

M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 
Po  the  Hon.  AsBrar  Djcatirs, 
Acting  Steretary  of  Stale  of  the  Untied  States. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  GorosUza. 

DXVARTMEXT  OF  StATX, 

WoMlangton^  October  13,  1836. 

rhe  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
lei^  has  laid  before  the  President  the  communications 
D  Mr.  Gorofltisa,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
upotentiary  from  Mexico,  dated  the  4tb  of  August,  and 
le  subsequently  received  on  the  same  subject,  together 
)  Mr.  Forsyth's  memorandum,  and  Mr.  Gorostiza^a  ex- 
lationa  of  the  conference  of  the  83d  ultimo.  Mr. 
ojtiza's  note  of  the  28th  of  July  bad  been  previously 
emitted  to  the  President,  at  the  Hermitage, 
"he  undenrigoed  is  directed  to  acquaint  Mr.  Gorostiza 
the  President  has  given  the  fullest  consideration  to  the 
est  made  by  the  Mexican  Government,  through  Mr. 
MtLsa,  for  the  recall  of  the  instructions  transmitted  to 
tni  Gaines,  respecting  the  temporary  oocapation  <if  a 
within  the  territory  heretofore  claimed  by  Mexico,  in 
such  occnpflUion  should  be  found  necessary  for  the  pro- 
on  of  the  firontiers  of  the  United  States, 
y  the  83d  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
Mexico,  each  party  binds  Jtself  to  restrain,  by  foroo^ 
ndians  within  its  limits  from  all  hostile  incurHons  upon 
nhabitants  of  the  other.  It  is  well  knewn  that,  at 
snt,  Mexico  is  unable  to  fulfil  her  part  of  this  stipula- 
The  Untied  States  have,  therefore,  the  double  duty 
irform,  of  preventing  their  own  Indians  from  hostile 
rsions  into  Texas,  and  of  preventing  those  of  Texas 
entering  into  the  United  States.  Their  first  obliga- 
is  to  Mexico  under  the  treaty  :  the  second,  is  to  the 
le  of  the  United  States,  to  whom,  as  a  paramount 
,  the  Government  owes  safety  and  protection.  If,  by 
iiilure  of  Mexico  to  fulfil  her  part  of  the  obligation,  it 
nee  neceeeary  for  the  United  States  to  occupy  a  por- 
of  the  contiguous  Mexican  territory,  in  order  to  be 
to  perform  that  duty,  they  have,  from  the  necessity, 
ight  to  do  so. 

b  tme  that,  from  the  fulfilment  of  this  engagement  to 
CO,  the  United  States  may  be  released  by  Mexice. 
the  objection  made  by  that  Government,  through  Mr. 
itiza,  to  the  troops  of  the  United  States  passing  the 
ier  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  the  Indians  of  the 
id  State*  from  hostile  incursions  against  the  inhabi- 
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tanta  of  Mexico,  so  far  qualifies  that  engagement  as  to  re- 
lieve the  Unitecl  States  from  the  neces«ty,  and  thus  take 
away  from  them  the  right  to  pass  the  frontier  for  that 
object 

But  the  right  which  results  from  the  obligation  of  the 
Government  to  the  people  of  the  United  Statea  remains, 
like  the  obligation  itself,  in  full  force.  Over  that  Mexico 
can  exercise  no  control ;  nor  can  she  either  qualify  or  take 
it  away.  It  is  founded  on  the  great  principle  of  self-preser- 
vation, which,  as  it  constitutes  the  first  and  highest  duty  of 
all  states,  forms  the  very  essence  of  the  law  of  nations. 
The  present  inability  of  Mexico  to  restrain  the  Indiana 
within  her  territory  from  hostile  incursions  upon  the  citi- 
sens  of  the  United  States,  if  they  should  once  be  engaged 
in  hostility  near  the  firontier,  and  the  barbarous  character 
of  their  warfare,  which  respects  neither  the  rights  of  na- 
tions nor  of  humanity,  render  it  imperative  on  the  United 
Stales  to  adopt  other  means  for  the  protection  of  their  citi- 
zens. What  those  means  should  be  must  depend  upon 
the  nature  of  the  danger.  Should  that  require  the  tempo- 
rary occupation  of  passes  beyond  the  frontier,  the  duty  of 
self-defence  gives  them  the  right  to  such  occupation.  It 
needs  no  justification  but  the  necessity  which  led  to  it. 
But,  least  of  all,  could  it  afford  just  ground  of  complaint  to 
Mexico,  aince  it  would  he  the  result  of  her  own  non-fulfil- 
ment of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  and  since  the  United 
Statea  would  be  doing  only  what  she  herself  had  engaged 
to  do.  Mexico,  indeed,  would  have  reason  to  congratulate 
herself  that  the  United  States  had  found  means  to  prevent 
evils  for  which,  except  for  her  own  inability  to  prevent 
them,  ahe  would  herself  be  responsible. 

•  It  is  with  these  views  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty, 
and  of  the  principles  of  national  law  applicable  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  of  his  own  obligations  under  the  circumstances, 
that  the  President  has  acted.  All  the  instructions  to  Gen- 
eral Gaines  have  restricted  him  to  such^  occupation  as  msy 
be  found  a  necessary  measure  of  self-defence.  And  those 
under  which  he  or  his  successor  is  now  actiqg,  fall  far  with- 
in the  principles  which  have  been  just  set  forth.  He  has 
been  dir^ted  not  to  advance  into  the  territory  claimed  by 
Mexico^  and,  if  he  should  have  advanced,  to  retire,  unices 
the  Indians  are  actually  engaged  in  hostilities  against  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  unless  he  haa  undoubted 
evidence  that  such  hostilities  are  intended  and  are  actually 
preparing  within  that  territory. 

These  inatnictions  the  President  connot  recall  consistently 
with  the  obligations  of  the  high  trust  confided  to  him  t^ 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  unless  he  shall  be  satisfied 
that  the  danger  of  such  hostilities  no  longer  exists. 

If  Mexico  were  in  a  condition  to  control  the  Indians 
within  the  territory  heretofore  occupied  by  her,  such  instruc- 
tions would  have  been  unnecessary,  and  would  never  have 
been  given.  The  President  would  have  relied  upon  the 
treaty ;  and  the  dangers  against  which  he  now  finds  it  hie 
duty  to  guard,  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  Mexico  to 
prevent. 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Gorostiza's  more  limited  admission 
of  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  it  cannot  be  justly  de- 
nied that,  if  either  of  the  contingencies  provided  for  In  the 
instructions  to  General  Gaines  actually  existed,  and  were 
known  to  the  President,  it  would  be  bis  duty  immediately 
to  take  the  measures  which  General  Gaines  is  now  autho* 
rised  to  take  when  such  contingency  shall  have  happened. 
As  the  danger  was  represented  to  be  imminent,  and  the 
distance  of  the  frontier  exposed  to  it  is  great,  the  charge  of 
ascertaining  the  existence  of  these  contingencies  was  con- 
fided to  the  commanding  general.  It  was  confided  to  bim, 
however,  with  all  the  admonitions  necessary  to  secure  its 
foithfol  execution ;  and  it  is  to  be  exercised  under  all  the 
responsibility,  moral  and  official,  which  the  importance  of 
the  conaequences  resulting  from  it  may  create.  Bis  pro- 
procedings  will  be  open  for  inquiry  ;  and  the  undersigned  if 
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•uthorized  to  »9sare  Mr.  Gorostiza  that  the  Prarident  will 
sanction  no  disregard  of  the  inBtructions  which  have  been 
given  for  his  government 

To  these  instructions  others  have  been  added,  enjoining 
the  commanding  general  scrupulously  to  respect  the  rights 
of  Mexico  under  the  treaty,  and  religiously  to  observe  and 
maintain  a  strict  neutrality  in  the  contest  between  Mexico 
and  Texas. 

Though  it  may  be  unnecessary,  yet,  for  greater  safety, 
the  attention  of  General  Arbuckie,  who  succeeded  General 
Gaines  in  the  command  of  the  western  frontier,  will  be 
particularly  directed  to  the  proper  observance  of  these  in- 
structions. 

Whether  any  portion  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
are  now  at  Nacogdoches,  or  within  the  territory  heretofore 
claimed  by  Mexico,  the  undersigned  is  unable  to  state. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  was  informed  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  the  con- 
ference of  the  23d  ultimo,  that  it  appeared  by  letters  to 
General  Gaines,  from  one  of  his  subaltern  officers,  that 
aome  troops  of  the  United  States  were  at  Nacogdoches.  It 
would  appear,  by  information  in  the  War  Department,  that 
they  were  there  on  the  4th  ultimo.  But  no  intelligence 
has  heen  received  since  the  conditional  directions  given  by 
the  President  in  respect  to  the  withdrawal  or  continuance 
of  the  troops  at  that  place.  Hence  Mr.  Gorostiza  will  per- 
ceive that,  until  the  arrival  of  further  information,  which 
may  be  looked  for  in  a  short  time,  no  positive  answers  can 
be  given  to  his  inquiry  on  the  subject.  It  will  be  gratify- 
ing to  the  President  to  learn  that,  under  the  conditional 
instructions  given  to  General  Gaines,  that  officer,  or  his 
successor,  may  have  found  himself  authorized  to  withdraw 
the  troops. 

In  respect  to  the  pledge  offered  by  Mr.  Gorostiza  in  bis 
conference  with  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  the  uncivilized  Indians 
have  not  been,  and  will  not  be  employed  by  Mexico,  or  by 
the  Mexican  officers  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Mexican 
Government,  in  the  war  in  Texas,  or  in  hostility  against 
the  United  States,  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to  inform 
Mr.  Gorostiza  that  the  President  receives  it  with  great  satls- 
liaction.  Reports  of  a  contrary  character  bad  beeit  received 
by  General  Gaines  and  made  known  to  the  President. 
Without  admitting  their  truth,  the  President  had  neverthe- 
less deemed  it  proper  to  Uke  measures  to  avert  the  danger 
which  they  threatened.  General  Gaines  was  therefore 
directed,  if  he  should  find  it  true  that  Mexican  officers 
were  exciting  the  Indians  to  hostilities  agninsi  the  United 
States,  forthwith  to  call  lb  to  service  certain  volunteers  au- 
thorized by  a  late  act  of  Congress,  and  to  advance  with  his 
whole  force  to  Nacogdoches,  or  the  point  most  favorable 
for  protecting  the  frontiers  and  putting  an  end  to  all  Indian 
hostilities  on  our  border.  The  import  of  Mr.  Gorostiza's 
assurances,  which  the  President  cannot  doubt  are  made 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  views  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, and  upon  which  he  places  entire  reliance,  will  be 
immediately  coromuincated  to  the  successor  of  General 
Gaines.  Mr.  Gorostiza  will  perceive,  however,  that  though 
the  liberal  policy  of  Mexico  of  not  employing  the  Indians 
in  the  war  in  Texas,  will  lessen  the  danger  of  an  inter- 
ruption to  the  peace  of  the  frontiers,  yet,  as  Mexico  is  not 
now  in  a  condition  to  prevent  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians,  this  assurance  of  Mr.  Gorostiza's,  gratifying  as  it 
"is,  is  not  alone  sufficient  to  justify  the  President  in  coun- 
termanding the  measures  he  has  taken  with  a  view  to  de- 
fence against  such  hostilities  arising  from  other  causes. 

The  'President  has  given,  throughout,  the  strongest 
proo&  of  his  desire  to  act  in  this  matter  with  all  the  re- 
spect doe  to  the  rights  of  Mexico.  When  the  instructions 
wore  first  given  to  General  Gaines,  the  urgency  of  the 
danger  was  considered  too  great  to  admit  of  the  delay  re- 
quisite for  any  previous  understanding  between  the  two 
Governments  on  the  subject  By  the  President's  direc- 
tions, however,  all  the  explanations  and  assurances  which 


the  occasion  called  for,  or  whidi  were  dae  to 
relations  between  the  two  countries,  were  mads  to  Mr. 
Gorostiza  by  Mr.  Forsyth;  and  the  PresideBt  didM 
doubt  that,  ixi  the  confidence  which  the  weUknoim  pii 
faith  of  the  United  Sutes  inspires,  these  would  k«i 
proved  satisfactory.  It  was  with  great  regret  thitAi 
President  found  himself  disappointed  in  these  expedatiom 
He  nevertheless  persuades  himself  that,  when  m«e  Mj 
informed  of  the  motives  and  objecto  of  themeissivii 
which  Mr.  Gorostiza  has  been  instructed  to  object,  tfib 
limited,  temporary,  and  purely  defensive  diaracter,  udaf 
the  positive  directions  which  accompanied  it  for  rcspedi| 
the  righto  of  Mexico  under  the  treaty,  and  raaiotaoi^ 
the  strictest  neutrality,  the  Mexican  Goveramenl willow 
to  see  in  it  any  cause  of  dissatisfaction* 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  ofer 
Mr.  Gorostiza  renewed  assurances  of  his  most  dis(tiifah> 
ed  consideration. 

ASBURY  DICKIKS. 

His  Excellency 
Senor  DouMavuel  Eduasdo  ub  Goiobtiza,  Ac 


Mr,  Gorottiza  to  Mr^  Dickins. 
[Translation.] 

MZXICAH  LXCATIOH  ExTKAORBIinmT  xiia 

THS  Unitsd  States  or  Amxbica, 

WlBuhington,  October  16,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and^  DioiilB 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  leariMd  wA 
most  profound  regret,  by  the  note  dated  the  13ib  iumii 
which  be  yesterday  received  from  the  honorsbls  Aibii; 
Dickins,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  9tm, 
that  the  President,  relying  solely  on  the  prindpis  of  irit 
defence,  has  not  thought  proper  to  attend  to  the  jiiate» 
plainte  of  the  undersigned,  respecting  the  violatioD  of  Ai 
Mexican  territory  by  the  krooope  of  General  Gainsi^  ii' 
that»  on  the  contrary,  he  persbts  in  his  intentioo  to  MB- 
tain  the  right,  which,  in  his  opinion,  he  possessoa,  to  (sir 
tinue  such  violations  hereafter,  whensoever  he  a»syo» 
aider  them  proper  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiv  o< 
the  United  Sutea. 

The  undersigned  evidently  cannot  for  a  momsBt  iA*i 
the  existence  of  such  a  right,  because  it  would  be  eqiiit' 
lent  to  acknowledging  that  every  nation  might  eeenpjei 
ite  tro<^  the  territory  of  another,  without  Iddog  snj  k^ 
tber  trouble  than  merely  to  conceive  beforehmd  that  iksi 
appeared  to  be  a  necessity  for  this  meaenre,  and  bicm 
such  a  right  would  be  a  continued  tbreaC  held  eot  9fk^ 
the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  every  other  nalifl; 
otherwise,  what  nation  would  not  desire  to  straogtlM  Ik 
frontier  at  the  expense  of  Its  neighbors,  if  ita  own  ooaw* 
tion  were  admitted  as  sufficient  to  justify  the  art! 

It  is  also  evident  that  the  undersigned  cannot  acoeJt  to 
the  latitude  which  the  President  gives  to  the  priodpli^ 
self-defence,  as  applied  to  the  present  case.  Thit  pnoo- 
ple  would  never  have  been  allowed,  were  it  not,  at  it  i% 
founded  in  justice  and  reason ;  were  it  not,  like  all  tha  fAfi 
principles,  together  composing  the  law  of  nationi^  dari^ 
from  that  natural  law  which  the  ancients  termed  tkak* 
of  God,  and  which,  while  it  fixes  upon  us  the  obS^ 
tion  of  preserving  and  defending  ourselves  equally  pnUb- 
its  us  from  so  doing  to  the  evident  injury  of  a  third  pai^i 
unless  in  a  case  of  absolute  necessity,  when  the  dsac«  ■ 
imminent,  when  it  cannot  be  avoided  by  any  other  laeai^ 
and  when  the  injury  apprehended  is  infinitely  gresler  ikis 
that  which  we  are  about  to  occasion.  Now,  can  it  bi 
said  that  the  violation  of  the  Mexican  territory  hss  ttf 
produced  tyy  a  necessity  of  that  nature^  acoompanisd  by  ^ 
three  inseparable  conditions  !  The  undersigned  is  ai  ji 
aware  of  nothing  which  would  lead  to  each  a  coocfaiflfl^ 
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Mexican  Affaire, 


[26&  Covo.  1st  Btan. 


From  what  the  ODderagiMd  hat  obMrved,  tlie  rappotad 
vemeditatad  atlaaks  of  the  Indians  on  the  frontierB  of  the 
LJiiiled  States^  ha^e  existed  only  in  the  imaginations  of  the 
Pezians^  and  of  their  partisans ;  in  other  words^  they  were 
Htrelj  and  entirely  the  inYentions  of  such  persons^  origi- 
lating  solely  in  the  malignant  desire  of  inJQiing  Meiico. 
Phe  tnthof  this  assertion  will  be  reudeied  sufiiciently  evi- 
lent,  by  a  roeie  relalion  of  the  drcumstances.  80  long 
IB  the  colonists  of  Texas  remained  in  snbmission  to  the 
Bwa  of  Mexico^  nothing  was  heard  ef  any  desire  on  the 
MDt  of  those  Imiians  to  commit  hostittties  against  the  Uni- 
ed  States;  this,  too,  althongh  since  1832  there  has  not 
cen  a  Mexican  soldier  at  Nacogdoches,  nor  anywhere  else 
tear  the  frontier ;  neither  was  any  thing  said  about  Indi- 
ina  during  the  whole  period  of  the  rebellion  in  Texas,  be- 
sre  or  after  the  capture  of  Bejar  by  the  Texians,  until  the 
RODth  of  March,  when  the  Mexican  army,  victorious  at 
II  pointa,  passed  the  Brasaos  river.  There  was  then  no 
bubt  that  it  would  soon  reach  the  Ssbine,  and  then,  for 
he  fiiat  time,  it  was  pretended  that  fifteen  hundred  Indi« 
UM  and  Mexicans  were  within  a  few  miles  of  Nacogdoches, 
tying  waste  the  country  with  fire  and  sword-»a  grow 
■Isebood,  invented  solely  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  Gen- 
smi  Gainsa  to  approach  the  Sabine  with  his  troops,  as  he 
n  liact  did..  But,  after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  the 
lander  to  which  the  Texiana  had  been  exposed  disap- 
laarod,  and  the  Indians  also  disappeared  in  consequence, 
loomral  Oaines,  who  had  a  few  days  before  called 
91  a  thousand  mounted  riflemen  to  enable  him  to  meet 
o  enemy  considered  stiU  more  formidable,  then  con- 
Based  that  the  alarm  was  false,  and  that  those  reinforce- 
nanta  were  not  needed.  A  calm  ensued,  which  continued 
Bal  ao  long  as  it  was  believed  in  Texas  that  the  Mexican 
lovemment  would  confirm  the  treaty,  which  nothing  but 
Bioe  could  have  induoed  General  Santa  Anna  to  sign ; 
at  when,  about  the  end  of  June,  it  was  known  thst  Mex- 
so  was  preparing  for  a  new  campaign,  immediately,  as  If 
y  endiantment,  the  hostile  Indians  again  appeared,  ac- 
ording  to  the  statements  of  the  Texian  commisaionera 
fho  went  to  Malamoras  to  effect  an  exchange  of  prisoners, 
ooording  to  the  information  given  by  the  Texian  General 
tusk  to  General  Gbines,  according  to  the  communica- 
ioiuB  recet^ed  by  the  Utter  general  from  various  Texiane, 
nd  according  to  the  account  given  by  the  Texian  Major 
terling  C.  Robertson  to  General  Gaines  of  the  murder  of 
iro  white  men  on  the  Navisota.  At  that  time,  also,  did 
leaeral  Gaines  consider  those  same  mounted  riflemen, 
rhoae  advance  he  had  countermanded  after  the  battle  of  the 
Ian  Jacinto,  again  necessary,  in  order  to  oppose  the  prin- 
\pai  belUgercmt ;  and  at  that  timej  also,  did  the  defence 
f  the  frontier  of  the  United  States  require  that  Nacogdo- 
bea  should  be  occupied,  although  Nacogdoches  is  situated 
fty  miles  beyondi  that  frontier.  Can  any  thing  be  more 
yir  ?  If  not,  the  undersigned  would  be  glad  to  learn 
rhat  evidence  General  Gaines  has  received,  to  induce  him 
>  take  the  step  which  he  has  taken,  other  than  from  the 
nemiea  of  Mexico,  from  those  to  whose  interest  it  was 
lat  the  United  States  should  risk  their  neutral  position 
rith  regard  to  the  territory  of  Taxes. 

Now,  if  there  never  hss  been  really  any  danger ;  if  these 
imors,  from  the  very  circumstance  of  the  source  from 
rtiich  they  were  derived,  ought  never  to  have  occasioned 
ny  alarm ;  if  a  part  of  these  rumors,  repeatedly  raised  dn> 
Ag  the  last  seven  months,  have  been,  some  frequently, 
ad  others  constantly  belied  by  facts,  what  confidence 
Konld  be  placed  in  them  1  How  could  such  a  danger 
aar  have  appeared  imminent  1  How  could  it  have  been 
iriBed  ineeitaUe  f  In  fine,  wheij  was  the  absolute  na- 
easiiy  for  applying  the  principle  of  self-defence,  and  for 
romptiBg  under  foot,  in  the  name  of  that  principle, 
•  hM  heon  done,  Che  most  sacred  rights  of  a  friendly  na- 
iani 


But  the  President,  says  Mr.  Dickins,  waa  obliged  to 
confide  in  the  Information  which  be  received  from  the  gen- 
eral in  command  on  the  firontier,  and  he  is  i«ady  to  pun- 
iah  that  ^sneml,  if  ha  should  have  varied  aver  so  slightly 
from  hia  instructions.  To  this,  the  undersigned  suswers, 
in  the  first  places  that  the  partiality  of  General  Gaines  In 
favor  of  the  Texiana  is  matter  of  notoriety,  and  that  hia 
credulity  since  he  has  been  charged  with  the  command  on 
the  firontier,  has  been  so  great,  that  his  statemenU  ahoutd 
have  had  no  weight  with  one  so  enlightened  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States:  especially  since  his  eharactar, 
and  the  influences  by  which  he  was  at  that  time  guided, 
have  been  so  clearly  expoeed  by  the  Governor  of  Louiaiana 
and  General  Macomb.  In  the  second  place,  the  under- 
signed observes  that  the  punishment  of  General  Gaines,  or 
of  any  other  general  who  may  hereafter  act  in  this  aibir 
contrary  to  the  orders  received  from  the  President,  can  be 
of  no  advantage  to  Mexico ;  it  cannot  tranquillize  her  at 
present,  nor  repair  the  immense  injury  which  she  has  sus- 
tained, and  may  yet  sustain,  from  the  abuse  already  com- 
mitted, or  which  may  beiM>mmilted  in  consequence  of  the 
diseretionafy  power  vested  by  the  President  in  the  gen- 
eral commanding  on  the  frontier.  Of  what  import  to 
Mexico  would  be  the  dismissal  of  either  of  these  generals, 
if  the  Mexican  territory  has  been  invaded  through  their 
miaoonduct  ?  If  the  effect  of  this  invssion  has  been  to  in« 
spire  the  Texians  with  greater  confidence,  and  to  add  to 
their  forces  thousands  of  volunteers  who  would  never  have 
gone  to  Texas  had  they  not  believed  that  they  could  de- 
pend on  material  aasbtance  from  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  1  If,  in  fine,  by  prolonging  or  repeating  the  aaid 
invaaite  during  the  period  of  the  'approaching  campaign, 
the  mere  presence  of  the  troops  of  the  TTnited  Sutes  should 
be  sufficient  to  produce  embarrassments,  dangers,  or  col- 
lisions^ which  might  overthrow  the  best  concerted  plana 
of  the  Mexican  army  1  Mr.  Dickins  will  sgree  with 
the  undersigned,  that  the  Mexican  Government  could 
not  receive  as  suflScient  a  guarantee  which  assures  it 
against  none  of  the  many  risks  to  which  Mezico  may  be 
subjected. 

Mr.  Dickins,  on  this  subject,  observes  that  the  instruc- 
tions last  sent  to  General  Gaines  were  mora  prscise  and 
determinate  than  the  preceding  ones,  and,  conaeqoently, 
that  his  successor,  General  Arburkle,  may,  by  following 
them,  more  easily  carry  into  efliwt  the  wishes  of  the  Pres- 
ident But,  if  the  instructions  to  which  Mr.  Dickins  a^ 
ludea  are  those  contained  in  the  President's  letter  to  Cren- 
eral  Gaines  of  September  4,  the  nndersignned  cannot  agree 
with  the  acting  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject.  On  the 
contrary,  he  conaiders  these  last  instructions  a  thousand 
times  more  arbitrary  than  the  first :  the  first  instructions  at 
least  fixed  the  point  at  which  the  invasion  was  to  be  made, 
whilst  the  othera  leave  the-  general  in  command  on  the 
frontier  at  full  liberty  to  pursue  the  Indians,  who  in  his 
conception  mi(^t  be  disposed  to  commit  hostilities  against 
the  United  Statea,  until  he  should  reach  them,  and  after- 
wards to  take  up  a  position  in  whatever  part  of  the  whole 
Mexican  territory  he  might  think  proper. 

The  President  does  indeed  chsrge  the  general  not  to  al- 
low himself  to  be  deceived  by  his  informers,  and  to  operate 
in  this  way  only  when  there  should  be  a  moral  certainty 
that  the  Indians  are  in  some  way  using  the  Mexican  ter- 
ritory in  order  to  prosecute  their  plans  of  aggression.  But 
were  not  the  aame  charges  given  in  different  language  to 
General  Gaines,  on  the  4th  of  May  and  the  11th  of  July, 
by  Mr.  Cass^  the  Secrstary  of  War  t  Wo  have  already  seen 
how  far  General  Gainea  was  restrained  by  these  charges, 
and  how  far  his  successors  are  likely  to  be  restrained 
by  them,  if  they  yield,  as  he  did,  to  to  the  same  influen- 
ces, and  allow  themaelvea  to  be  inveigled  by  the  same 
machinations.  And  such  must  certainly  be  the  case,  aa 
all  iSt»  aoeoonts  which  these  commanding  generals  receive 
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muit  b«  derived  from  a  country  inimica]  to  Mexico^  ^nd 
Biiwt  oome  to  tbem  dU6garad  b>  nncor  and  malioa. 

For  this  reason,  the  undersigned  has  alwajs  protested, 
ever  since  his  replies  to  Mr.  Forsyth's  roemomndom  of 
April  20,  against  the  discretionary  power  with  which  the 
general  m  oommand  on  the  frontier  had  been  iuTeated. 
From  his  own  experience  In  men  and  aflairs,  he  was  im- 
mediately convinced  that  such  a  power  would  sooner  or 
later  render  its  possessor  the  arbiter  of  peace  or  war  be- 
tween Mexico  and  the  United  States ;  and  the  undersigned 
was  too  well  aware  of  the  value  of  the  friendship  by  which 
the  two  nataons  were  mutually  bound,  not  to  shudder  at 
the  idea  iJbat  all  their  relations  were  sbout  to  be  placed  in 
dependence  upon  the  will  or  the  errors  of  a  single  individ- 
ual.    Mr.  Dickins  explains,  and,  in  his  own  conception, 
exculpates  the  United  States  with  regard  to  this  great  con- 
oessioB  of  powers,  on  the  ground  that,  at  the  distance  at 
which  the  President  was  placed  from  the  theatre  of  war,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  him  to  provide  in  any  other 
way  for  the  contingencies  which  might  daily  occur.     Put 
France  was  at  a  distance  from  the  United  States  during  the 
late  difficulties  between  these  countries,  and  very  certainly 
the  United  States  would  not  at  that  time  have  been  satis- 
fied if  they  had  seen  that  an  admiral  of  Martinique  might, 
by  a  single  act  of  his,  have  at  his  own  pleasure  bnAen 
up  the  negotiations  pending  between   the  two  Govern- 
ments.    Would  they  not  have  said,  and  with  good  rea- 
aon  too,  that  affairs  of  such  importance  involved  a  higher 
feeponsibility  than  that  of  one  man,  whether  admiral  or 
general  1 

The  undersigned  must  likewise  notice  the  earnest  de- 
sire which  he  has  observed  in  the  United  States  to  occupy 
Nacogdoches  at  all  events ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  assu- 
rances which  have  been  repeatedly  given  him  from  thia  De- 
partment of  State,  that  the  said  measure  had  no  connexion 
whatever  with  the  future  determinetion  of  the  limits,  he 
confesess  that  he  would  not  know  certainly  in  what  light 
to  view  this  earnest  desire.     The  undersigned  bears  in 
mind  that  this  same  Nacogdoches  has  already  been  declared 
to  belong  to  the  United  Sutes  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
bis  letter  to  Genersl  Gaines,  authoriiing  him  to  proceed 
thither;  he  also  bears  in  mind  that  Mr.  Forsyth,  on  re- 
ceiving the  protest  of  the  undersigned,  on  account  of  this 
strange  pretension,  refused,  egreeaUy  to  the  President's 
orders,  to  enter  into  any  explanation  whatever  on  the  sub- 
ject.    The  undersigned  has  likewise  observed  that  in  the 
notes  from  this  Department,  as  well  as  in  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  Secretary  of  War,  General  Gaines,  and 
the  Governors  of  some  of  the  States,  the  utmost  rare  ap- 
pears to  have  been  constantly  tehen  not  to  apply  to  the 
Mexican  territory,  beyond  the  Sabine,  any  other  appella- 
tion than  the  eimtuUd  terrifcry^  or  some  equivid^nt  term, 
as  if  the  existing  treaty  had  not  put  iin  end  to  the  disputes 
which  had  occurred  with  regard  to  limits,  while  the  old  line 
of  Louisiana  ran  between  the  rivers  Mermento  and  Carea- 
sieu,  that  is  to  say,  thirty  or  forty  miles  on  this  side  of  the 
Sabine.     Notwithstanding  these  circumstances,  the  under- 
signed repeata  that  these  assurances  respecting  the  nature 
of  General  Gaines's  movement  appear  to  render  it  unne- 
cessary for  him,  longer  to  dwell  on  these  strange  cotnci- 
denoea. 

Such  were  the  considerations  which  presented  them- 
selves to  the  undersigned,  while  he  was  writing  bis  notes 
.  of  the  28th  of  July  and  the  4th  of  August  He  then,  as 
now,  and  for  the  same  reasons,  viewed  the  invasion  of  the 
.  Mexican  territory  by  the  troops  4>f  the  United  States  as  an 
offence  gratuitously  commiUed  against  Mexico,  inasmuch 
as  there  had  been  no  provocation  on  the  part  of  the  latter, 
and  there  was  no  legitimate  excuse  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  then  demonstrated  conclusively  the  enor- 
mous injury  which  Mexico  would  suffer  from  this  inva- 
sion ;  and  he  then  finally  declared  that  If  the  Piiaident 


should  refuse  to  listen  to  these  inst  complsinti,  he  would 
be  under  the  sad  necessity  of  withdrawing  with  his  hg^ 
tion  extraordinary.  The  undersigned,  however,  tbttswi 
himself  that  this  would  not  occur,  because  he  Mpptsri 
that  his  reasons  would  be  weighed  in  the  bakncs  of  equity, 
and  not  in  that  of  mere  expediency. 

Unfortunately  it  has  been  otherwise,  and  the  note  tf 
Mr.  Dickins  has  deprived  the  undersigned  of  til  bofa 
The  explanations  there  given,  in  the  Prasideiit^i  vmt, 
have  convinced  him  that  Mexico  has  but  little  to  cxpM 
from  the  United  States,  seeing  that  its  most  ssocd  ri^ 
as  well  aa  ita  dearest  and  most  positive  interesti^  its  mv 
being  sacrificed  to  the  shadow  of  a  danger  hitherto  lai|i- 
nary.  Mexico  is  outraged  and  ruined,  from  moiiwiif 
mere  precaution. 

In  this  sad  state  of  things,  the  underagned  wooU  69  b 
his  duty,  if  he  did  not  take  the  last  measure  which  iikl 
in  his  power,  as  the  representative  of  Mexico,  sod  te 
that  he  feels,  to  ita  fullest  extent,  the  injury  dons  lo  Mi 
country  by  the  United  States,  by  declaring,  as  hs  aot^ 
clarea,  upon  his  sole  responsibility,  that,  from  dmn^ 
ment,  he  considers  his  mission  at  an  end. 

The  undersigned  therefore  requesta  Mr.  Did;ins  to  «d 
him  his  passporta  to  Philadelphia,  for  which  plaeshesil 
set  off  to-morrow. 

The  undersigned  also  requeata  Mr.  Dickins  to  htw  Ihi 
kindness  to  present  his  respeeta  to  the  President,  and  de 
his  thsnks  for  the  personsi  attentions  which  litnbitt 
shown  to  him  during  the  period  in  which  he  had  Iho  liM- 
or  to  be  accredited  near  that  personage. 

Finally,  the  undersigned  repeata  to  Mr.  Dickiai,  «hi 
he  has  already  had  the  pleasure  of  saying  to  htm  wffbdtf, 
that  he  will  ever  bear  in  mind  the  frank  and  ooUs  ma* 
ner  in  which  Mr.  Dickins  has  acted  towards  ttut  md»- 
signed,  on  occasions  which  were  in  truth  by  do  bhM 
agreeable,  and  in  affairs  which,  from  their  natait^  am 
much  leas  so. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minM 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  embraces  tha  if 
portunity  to  renew  to  the  honorable  Aabory  Dickiai  irf* 
ing  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  the  snonoMi 
of  his  most  disUuguished  consideration. 

MANUEL  B.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

Hon.   ASBURT  DlCKIHS, 

Secretary  of  SliOe  of  the  U.  8, 


Mr.  Dickim  to  Mr.  Gorottiza. 

DxPAKTrXKHT  OT  StATX, 

WoMhington^  October  20, 18^- 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Ui^ 
ted  States,  having  laid  before  the  President  tbeDdli<^ 
Mr.  Goroatixo,  envoy  extraordinary  and  mintitrr  pl>s^ 
tentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  Ifiih  iwtt^ 
has  been  directed  to  transmit  the  passports  reqaHtcd  ^ 
Mr.  Goroetisa,  and  they  are  accordingly  endostd. 

The  President  regreta  that  a  mistaken  view  of  the  scM' 
jires  which  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  adopt  for  the  deM 
of  the  frontier,  should  have  led  Mr.  Goroetisa  to  tcrniMV 
his  mission.  The  President  still  trusts,  howewr,  iM 
they  will  be  more  justly  estimated  by  the  Mexicso  G^ 
ernment;  and  that  no  proper  effort  on  his  pert ihilM 
wanting  to  prevent  misunderstanding  on  the  mhject  "[• 
Ellis  will  be  instructed  to  offer  such  explanationfl  it  "'**' 
CO  as  may  be  found  necessary. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occsfioo  to  >«■<* 
to  Mr.  Gorostixa  the  assurances  of  his  most  diilini*""* 
consideration.  ^ 

ASBURT  DICXfl» 

His  Excellency  . 

Senor  Don  Mutubl  Envimne  sx  OoRonis^  *■ 
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MtoMon  Affain. 


[S6th  Cov».  1st  8stt. 


OUR  RELATIONS  WITH  MEXICO. 

femfl^  from  the  Frendeni  of  the  United  Statee^  on  the 
tubjeei  of  the  present  etate  of  our  relationewith  Mexico. 
Houte  ^  R^treeentaHvee^  February  7»  1837.     Refers 
red  to  the  Commjfteeon  Foreign  Relatione^  ond  ordered 
to  he  printed. 

V  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

At  the  beginning  of  this  learion  Congrees  was  kiformed 
mt  oar  claims  apoo  Mexico  had  not  been  adjaeted,  but 
laty  notwithstanding  the  irritating  e£fect  apoa  her  coun- 
tie  of  the  moTemeota  in  Texas,  I  hoped,  by  great  for- 
samnce,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  again  bringing  the  8ub> 
«t  of  them  to  your  notice.  That  hope  baa  been  disap- 
Qinled.  Having  in  vain  urged  upon  that  Government 
10  justice  of  those  claims,  and  my  indispensable  oblige- 
oo  to  insist  that  there  ahoold  be  '*  no  further  delay  in  the 
toowledgmenty  if  not  in  the  redress,  of  the  injuriee  com- 
liimed  of,"  my  daty  requires  that  the  whole  subject  should 
»  presented,  as  it  now  is,  for  the  action  of  Congress, 
'hoee  'exclusive  right  it  is  to  decide  on  the  further  meas- 
ree  of  redress  to  lie  employed.  The  length  of  time  since 
ime  of  the  injuries  hiave  been  commitied,  the  repeated 
nd  anavailing  applications  for  redress,  the  wanton  char- 
Bter  of  some  of  the  outrages  upon  the  property  and  per- 
MBS  of  our  citizens^  upon  Uie  officers  and  flag  of  the  Uni- 
id  States,  independent  of  recent  insults  to  this  Govern- 
lent  and  people  by  the  Iste  extraordinary  Mexican  minis- 
nr,  would  justify,  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate 
rar.  That  remedy,  however,  should  not  be  used  by  just 
ad  generous  nations,  eonfiding  in  their  strength,  for  in- 
iries  committed,  if  it  can  be  honorably  avoided ;  and  it 
■a  occurred  to  me  that,  considering  the  present  embarras- 
id  condition  of  that  country,  we  should  act  with  both 
risdoro  and  moderation,  by  giving  to  Mexico  one  more 
ppodunity  to  atone  for  the  past  before  we  take  redress  in- 
»  oar  own  hands.  To  avoid  all  misconception  on  the 
art  of  Mexico,  as  well  as  to  protect  our  own  national 
hnrftcter  from  reproach,  this  opportunity  should  be  given, 
ith  the  avowed  design  and  full  preparation  to  take  im- 
lediaite  saiisftction,  if  it  should  not  be  obtained  on  a  repeti- 
MNH  <if  the  demand  for  it.  To  tliis  end  I  recommend  that 
D  net  be  passed  authorizing  reprisals,  and  the  use  of  the 
•vml  force  of  the  United  States  by  the  Executive  against 
lexico,  to  enforce  them,  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  by  the 
lezican  Government  to  come  to  an  amicable  adjustment 
f  tbs  matters  in  controversy  between  us,  upon  another 
omnnd  thereof  made  from  on  board  one  of  our  vessels  of 
Far  on  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

The  documents  herewith  transmitted,  with  those  ac- 
mnpenyiug  my  message  in  answer  to  a  call  of  the  House 
t  Bepreaentatives  of  the  17ih  ultimo,  will  enable  Con- 
ress  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  course  heretofore 
vinaed,  and  to  decide  upon  the  necessity  of  that  now 
Kooimended. 

If  these  views  should  fail  to  meet  the  concurrence  of 
* ongress,  and  that  body  be  able  to  find,  in  the  condition 
f  the  affaire  between  the  two  countries,  as  disclosed  by 
ae  eccompanying  documents,  with  those  refened  to,  any 
reil-grounded  reasons  to  hope  that  an  adjuetment  of  the 
ontroversy  between  them  can  be  eifected  without  a  resort 
>  the  msasures  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  recommend,  they 
%^y  be  asenred  of  my  co-operation  in  any  other  courw 
tiAt  aball  be  deemed  honorable  and  proper. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

l^ABBivexoN,  February  6,  1837. 

DxpAaTMXNT  or  Statz, 

Waahingtifnt  February. 9^  1837. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the 
>reaident  copiee  of  pepef  s  upon  the  subject  of  the  letatioBs 


between  the  United  Slates  and  the  Mexican  repuUie, 
which  have  been  received  since  the  report  from  this  De« 
pertinent  made  under  the  reference  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  17th  ultimo,  together  with 
a  list  of  unsstisfted  claims. 

Respectfally  eubmitted.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  Pbssisevt  of  the  United  States. 

LIST  OF  PAPEBS. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  December  6,  1886. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis,  November  3,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  eame,  November  6,  1836. 
Captain  Mervine  to  the  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz,  No- 
vember 3,  1836. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  the  captain  of  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  No* 

vember  3,  1836. 
The  captain  of  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burrough, 

November  4,  1836.     Translation. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis,  November  7,  1836. 
Captain  Mervine  to  Mr.  Burrough,  November  5,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  commandant  at  Vera  Cruz,  Nov,  8, 1836. 
Midshiprasn  Renshaw  to  Captain  Mervine,  Nov.  6,  1836. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  the  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz,  November 

4,  1886. 
The  same  to  the  same,  November  6,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  same,  November  7,  1886. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis,  November  10,  1686. 
Deposition  of  John  Morrow. 
Deposition  of  Deidrick  Erdmann. 
Depoeition  of  William  Gibbs. 
Depoeition  of  David  Alexander  Baird. 
The  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burrough,  Novem- 
ber 7,  1836.     Translation. 
General  Gomez  to  Mr  Burrough,  Nov.  8,  1836.     Trans- 
lation. 
The  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burrough,  Novem* 

ber8,  1886.     Tranaiation. 
The  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Jnrrough.  Noven^ 

her  8,  1836.     Translation.  9 

Mr.  Burrough  to  the  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz,  Noven^ 

ber  8,  1886. 
The  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Captain  Mervine,  Novem- 
ber 8,  1836.     Translation. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  General  Gomez,  November  9,  1886. 
The  same  to  Mr.  EUis,  November  18»  1886. 
The  same  to  the  same,  November  14,  1886. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Burrough,  November  16,  1836. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  November  16,  1886. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis,  November  19,  1886. 

The  American  seemen  to  Mr.  Burrough,  Nov.  14,  1836. 

The  same  to  the  same,  November  19,  1886. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis,  November  d4,  1886. 

The  eame  to  the  same,  November  26,  1886. 

The  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burrough,  Novem- 
ber 84,  1836.     Translation. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  the  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz,  Novena- 
ber  86,  1836. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  Dec.  2,  1836.    Tranaiation. 

Mr.  Tornel  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  Nov.  29, 1836.  Translation 

Mr.  Elfis  to  Mr.  Burreogh,  Dee.  3,  1886. — Extract. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  Dec.  6,  1886.    Translatioo. 

Mr.  Tornel  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  Dec  2,  1886.  Tranriation. 

Mr.  EUis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  December  22,  1836. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  Nov.  16, 1886.  Translatioo. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  December  7,  1886. 

The  same  to  the  same,  December  22|  1886. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  Dec.  23,  1836w— £Sr/nw/. 

The  eame  to  Mr.  Monasterio^  November  14,  1886. 

Mr.  Monaelerio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  Nov.  17,  1886.  TransIatioD. 

The  eame  to  the  eame,  November  21,  1886.   Tranaktion. 

The  same  lo  the  eame,  November  80,  1886.   TranalatioD. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  £Uis»  Dec  13»  1886.   TiinsletioB. 
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Mr.  Tornel  to  Mr.  Monttterio,  Deo.  6, 1896. 
Mr.  £Ilu  to  Mr.  Forty th.  Dee.  %7,  1836. 
Mr.  MonMtorio  to  Mr.  £IIU»  Dec.  Sl»  1886.  Truidatioii. 
Tbe  seme  to  the  Miine,  Decvmber  84,  1886.  TniDsiatioiL 
The  nme  to  the  Mine,  December  87,  1886.  Tranelatiou. 
The  Mine  Co  the  seme,  December  87,  1886.  Traiwlation. 
Mr.  Burroagfa  to  Mr.  Ellia,  Janvery  10,  i^Sl.^Eadraei. 
Depoeitions  of  the  American  Mamcn  impriaoned  at  Vera 

Cruz. 
List  of  cbima. 

Mr,  ElHi  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 

Lbgatioh  of  the  Uhitxd  Statis  of  Amkbica, 

MexieOf  December  6,  1836. 

8iB  :  I  avail  myself  of  tbe  earliest  opportunity  to  trans- 
mit to  you  copies  of  all  the  documents  in  relation  to  the 
Mizure  and  imprisomeut  at  Vera  Cruz  of  eight  seamen  at- 
tached to  tbe  United  States  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  Wil- 
liam MerWne,  Esq.,  commander. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  very 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  Jobs  Fobstth, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington  city, 

Mr,  Burrough  to  Mr,  Ellis. 

CoaavLATB  UsiTBB  SvAfsa  OF  Ambbtca, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  8,  1886. 

Sib  :  It  devolvM  on  me  to  annonnee  to  you  the  ooeur- 
renoe  of  an  unpleasant  affair  between  the  United  StatM 
ship  Natchez  and  the  authoritiM  at  this  place. 

^At  an  Mrly  hottr  yeetorday  morning  a  boat  from  tbe 
United  States  ship  Natchez,  with  eight  men,  nnder  the 
eharge  of  Midriiipman  Renshaw,  arrived  at  the  **  moelle^" 
beating  a  letter  from  tbe  commander  to  my  addreM.  In 
«rder  to  convey  the  letter  to  me,  Mr.  Renshaw  left  the  boat 
for  a  few  minutM^  and  In  his  abMnce  the  men  found  means 
to  procore  Kqiior,^nd  soon  became  more  or  leM  inebriated, 
and  a  dispute  iiAbnaequenoe  aroM  between  one  of  them 
Mid  a  fisherman,  (m  informed,)  which  reenlted  in  a  person- 
al conflict,  but  which  of  the  ttoo  wm  the  offender  I  have 
aot  bMn  aUe  to  learn.  The  guards  stationed  at  the  gate, 
perceiving  what  had  taken  place,  mahed  down  and  attack- 
ed the  Mamen,  and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  drove  a  part 
of  them  into  the  boat,  iMving  two  upon  the  ground,  who 
had  received  Mvere  wounds  in  the  oouteet. 

The  officer  of  the  boat  arrived  soon  after  the  combat 
commenced,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  quell  it;  and  in 
which  he  came  nigh  being  struck  with  the  bayeneta  of  the 
soldieiy  ;  bot  even  after  the  men  were  driven  into  their 
hoats,  muskets  (it  is  Mid)  were  levelled  at  them,  when  the 
captain  of  the  port,  perceiving  the  intention  of  the  soldiery 
to  fire,  ordered  them  to  desist. 

I  WM  sent  for,  and  found  upon  the  <*  muelle,'*  two  bm- 
men,  weltering  hi  blood,  both  badly  wounded,  and  the 
ether  six  in  the  boat,  ail  more  or  Ibm  injured.. 

Mr.  Renshaw,  now  addrcMing  himMlf  to  me,  remarked 
Ami  the  men  were  too  much  overcome  with  liqnor  to  enable 
htm  to  proceed  to  the  ship,  the  wind  being  high,  and  de- 
sired  my  advice  m  to  the  disposition  of  them.  I  replied 
that  I  thought  he  bed  better  have  them  placed  in  the  guard- 
house, where  they  could  have  medical  advice,  and  remain 
till  sober ;  and  accordingly,  at  his  instance,  I  requested  the 
Mptain  ot  the  port  to  take  charge  of  them,  which  he  did, 
ordering  the  two  that  were  most  injured  to  the  hospital. 

On  making  a  verbal  demand  for  the  men  this  day,  the 
officers  of  Government  refused  to  give  them  up.  I  conse- 
quently waited  on  the  military  commandant  general,  who 
vrged  that  **the  seamen  had  infringed  the  laws  of  the 
eoontry,  by  an  asMult  on  the  soldiery,  (although,  m  I  be- 
lieve, did  but  Mt  in  Mlf-defenee,)  and  must  abide  the  pen- 
alty ;**  aad  would  not  cooeent  that  they  should  be  liberated. 


I  proceeded  to  the  ship  NmtehcSf  and  made  knowB  to  tb 
commander  the  facts  which  are  now  laid  before  yoo,  mi 
who  will  to-morrow  make  a  formal  Remand  of  the  wiiM^ 
at  the  aame  time  assuring  the  authoritiM  that  if,  on  Ibm> 
tigation,  it  shpuld  be  found  that  they  wem  the  aggisMi^ 
eiemplary  punishment  ehall  be  inflicted,  and  if  m  can  da 
authoritiM  still  persist  in  detaining  tdlm,  he  will  fnmi 
with  all  despatch  to  Pensacola,  when  the  cbm  will  be  i* 
mttted  to  Commodore  DbIIm. 

I  beg"  leave  to  obMrve  that  Rodriguez,  tbe  caplam  of  lb 
port,  hM  taken  a  very  proper  and  correct  view  of  tbs  nb* 
ject,  and,  considering  it  bot  the  evil  effects  of  liqoar,tt 
not  think  it  necesMry  to  arrMt  the  crew  of  the  bMl  m  lb 
oocMion,  nor  were  any  objections  made  at  tbe  time  to  (M 
embarking.  The  commandant  general  seems  disposed  to  at* 
ry  iMngs  to  extremitiM,  and  has  intimated  that  the  ma  m 
liable  to  a  Mntence  of  "  procedure,"  and  which,  itisfaBrrit 
without  timely  intervention,  may  be  the  penalty  u  "    ' 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  men  are  not  so  much  to 
M  the  authoritiM  would  wish  to  make  it  appear  in  tbe 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respeetfnlly,  yMrcb- 
dient  Mrvant.  M.  BURROUOE 

Hon.  PowRATAV  Ellis, 

Chargi  d^ Affaires  U,  S,  of  America^  Meanta. 

Mr,  Burrough  to  Mr.  BUis, 

CoirsvLATE  or  Tna  Uititbd  SrATma  or  Absbica, 

Vera  Crux,  November  6,  1836. 

Sik :  The  sMmen  belonging  to  the  United  titalm  issf 
of  war  Natchez,  imprisoned  by  the  authoritiM  of  the  Mei- 
iMn  Government  on  the  8d  instant,  are  still  in  a  itsieil 
incarceration. 

Bndosed  I  transmit  copiM  of  correspondence  on  the  si^ 
ject  with  the  authoritiM  of  this  city.  The  letter  of  Ci^ 
tain  Mervine  being  at  some  length,  I  am  unable  to  forwtd 
it  t^  preMnt  conveyance.  You  shall  have  a  copy  of  it  it 
an  Mrly  date. 

At  the  hour  of  eight  o'clock'this  evening,  T  have  noM 
a  letter  from  the  military  commandant  general  of  the  4»^ 
partment  of  Vera  Cros,  accompanying  other  lettsn  to  tb 
addrcM  of  Captain  Mervine,  acknowledging  the  receipt  tf 
our  respective  commnnlMtions,  and  wirich  he  Inftmsi* 
ahall  receive  Mrly  replies.  In  the  mean  time^  I  have  ne- 
eon  to  suspect  that  he  expects  advioM  from  the 
with  which  he  hM  communicated  in  regard  to  the 
in  quMtion. 

On  further  investigation  of  the  occurrence,  I  an  lb 
mere  Mtisfied  that  the  American  SMmen  were  bot  litfb  ii 
error.  I  am  engaged^in  taking  the  depositions  at  irilseMi 
on  the  subject,  copiM  of  which  shall  be  fbrwankd  to  tb 
legation;  and  from  all  that  I  can  iMm,  the  sramea  e«n 
not  the  asMiiants,  but  were  barbaronriy  attacked  by  lb 
MexiMn  Midiery,  and  the  fishermen  of  the  cooDtry,  is' 
Inhumanly  IrMt^  by  an  overwhelming  force,  amsd  viA 
loaded  muskets  and  fixed  bayonets ;  and  I  agaia  refot, 
that  the  generous,  humane,  and  oflhser-like  conduct  of  Mr. 
Rodriguez,  the  Mptain  of  the  port,  wm  their  ssl«iliM> 
The  arms  were  dirMted  at  the  inebriated  crew  aflsr  ibj 
had  rMched  their  boat,  and  on  whom  they,  the  soUeiyt 
doutrtlcM  would  have  fired,  had  the  Mptain  of  the  poft^ 
timely  interference  not  prevented  it  at  this  crisis.  In  iboi^ 
I  wish  it  may  be  understood,  m  I  trust  it  vriH  be  beneAv 
proven,  that  the  soldiery  of  this  Ooverancnt  were  tbeoAa^ 
ers,  and  not  tbe  American  sMmen ;  the  latter  werestiscletfbf 
the  former,  and  who  only,  m  it  would  appMr,  actsd  io  ictf- 
defeuM.  The  poor  fellowe  were  put  in  sto^s  sad  ibM 
kept  for  two  days,  since  which  they  have  been  rMBovedte 
another  part  of  the  town,  and  probably  are  at  this  tiM  ie 
heavy  irons.  I  shall  endeavor  to  ascertain  to-morroe 
whether  they  are  supplied  with  aufllcient  sosteaenes;  ^ 
doubt  if  I  ahall  be  peranatted  to  sm  them. 


APPENDIX— 7«  €faUt  ^  Seaton*$  iCegister, 


199 


JfesBMBft  Ajpaum, 


[Mth  G«vo.  lal  8bm. 


The  prooMdingB  of  the  miliUiry  eommandant  generml  m 
tiii  caw  are,  m  I  am  informed,  condemned  by  both  the 
tvil  and  maritime  aQtborittee  of  Vera  Qrvat.  I  hope  that 
oa  will  be  pleaied  to  take  such  meaaarea  aa  are  neoeesary 
N"  the  release  of  oar  coantrymen*  all  of  whom  are  fine- 
Mildog  able-bodied  seamen,  and  whose  lamentable  situation 
i  this  time  calls  forth  the  sympathy  of  all  foreigners  at  this 
laoe.  Commandant  General  Vasquez  is  resolved  (as  it  is 
latad)  to  detain  the  men,  and  try  them  by  Uie  laws  of  this 
obntry. 
I  am,  sir,  moat  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  BURROUGH. 
Hon.  PowHATAK  Ellis, 

Charge  d^affairu  U.  S^of  America^  Mexico, 

Captain  Mervine  to  the  Commandant  Vera  Cruz. 

U.  8.  Sair  Natchks,  (off  island  Saerificios,) 

Notemher^y  18S6. 
8i« :  It  has  just  been  reported  to  me  that  an  affray  of  a 
-ery  unpleasant  nature  has  this  day  occurred  on  the  quay, 
t  Vera  Cruz,  between  a  party  of  Mexican  soldiers  and  the 
Tew  of  the  boat  belongpng  to  the  ship  under  my  command, 
luring  a  momentary  absence  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  said 
loat.  J  have  therefore  to  express  to  your  excellency  my 
inoere  regret  at  the  occurrence,  and  to  afsure  you  that,  if, 
ipon  inquiry,  the  provocation  shall  appear  to  have  ortgi- 
lated  from  the  crew,  the  offenders  shall  receive  merited 
Kiiushment. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excel - 
eo«7*s  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MERVINE, 
Com'g  V.  S.  eloop  of  war  Natchez* 
To  JosB  Alvavi,  Miuiary  Commandant 

General  of  Marine  Department  of  Vera  Cruz, 

l§r,  Burrough  to  the  Captain  of  the  Port  of  Vera  Cruz, 

CoasvLATi  or  tbx  U.  8.  A.  at  Vbba  Cava 

NovemlterZy  1636. 

Sxa:  I  request  that  the  boat's  crew  of  the  United  8tatea 
liip  Natcbet,  consisting  of  eight  men,  and  which,  at  the 
oalanea  of  the  officer  in  command,  was,  on  account  of  in- 
brieiy,  yeaterday  placed  under  your  charge,  may  now  be 
iberaled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yoar 
»bedient  servant, 

M.  BURROUGH. 

To  the  Captaik  of  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  Captain  of  the  Port  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr,  Burrough. 

[Translation.] 

Captaihct  or  ths  Poht  or  VxaA  Cauz. 

It  not  being  within  my  attributes  to  dispose  of  the  Ameri- 
Mn  seamen  who  wore  srrested  by  the  principal  guard, 
}j  reason  of  their  having  been  transferred  to  the  militarj 
sonimandant  of  this  place,  you  should  address  your  solici- 
tation to  the  said  commandant. 

This  I  have  the  honor  to  ssy  in  reply  to  your  polite  ofll- 
jal  note  of  this  date. 

God  and  liberty.     Vera  Cruz,  November  4,  1S3B. 

MANUEL  RODRIGUEZ. 

The  Consul  of  the  United  Statee  of  North  America, 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

CovauLATX  or  thz  Uxitxd  States  ot  AwxaicA, 
Vera  CruZf  November  7,  1836,  at  9^  P.  M 

Sib  :  Tou  will  receive  herewith  copies  of  correspond- 
Btiee,  &c>,  in  relation  td  the  seamen  of  the  United  States 
riiip  Natchez,  who  still  remain  in  prison. 


roasiN 


No  oflcial  reply  ms  yet  bean  veoeivod  by  tbaeommaiider 
of  the  Nstchez  or  myself  from  Geneml  Vaaquea,  to  our  re- 
spective communicationa  of  the  3d  and  4di  instant,  de- 
manding the  liberation  of  said  seamen. 

I  waa  called  upon  by  the  major  of  the  plaza  this  evening, 
who  desired  that  I  would  preseot  myself  before  the  fiecal, 
and  give  my  declaration  en  the  subject.  I  informed  him 
that  if  he  would  address  me  an  official  note  to  that  effect,  I 
would  reply  to  it,  and  declined  complying  with  hia  verbal 
request,  on  the  ground  that  I  could  not  admit  the  authority 
of  the  Mexican  Government  to  try  the  seamen  in  custody 
by  their  laws,  inasmuch  as  they  were  individuals  engaged 
in  the  public  service  of  the  United  States,  and  amenable 
to  the  laws  of  our  country,  if  guilty  of  offence.  Under 
this  feeling  of  a  sense  of  propriety,  I  am  unwilling  to  letid 
myself  to  the  eervices  of  the  Mexican  Govemmnit  in  vny 
manner  that  might  bear  with  it  an  admission  of  the  privt- 
lege  of  the  military  at  this  place  to  punish  men'  in  the  ser- 
vice  of  our  country — at  the  same  time  having  observed  that 
I  bad  staled  to  General  Vasquez,  in  a  letter  covering  a  oom* 
munic3tion  of  the  commander  of  the  Natchez,  my  viewa  of 
the  subject. 

It  is  possible  that  my  person  may  be  oatraged  by  the  au- 
thorities for  not  complying  with  their  wishes,  and  wry /nw- 
eible  that  the  next  mail  may  convey  to  you  intelligence  of 
my  incarceration  with  the  American  seamen,  for  not  ac- 
ceding to  the  demand  made  by  the  officer  of  the  plaza  of 
this  city. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  adviie  me  what  course  it  is  proper 
to  pursue  in  this  case,  and  whether  I  am  obliged,  by  the 
laws  of  Mexico,  or  my  own  Govemmeat,  to  give  a  declara- 
tion under  the  circumstances  detailed,  without  having  re- 
ceived any  reply  from  the  commandant  general,  who,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  has  no  right  to  detain  the  seamen  in  question 
belonging  to  the  United  States  navy. 

Captain  Mervine  will  sail  on  the  9th*  as  he  informs  nke» 
whether  the  seamen  are  delivereil  up  or  still  detained  by  the 
authorities. 

No  reply  to  my  letters  accompanying,  requesting  permit 
to  visit  the  stamen,  has  yet  been  granted  ;  and  whether  the 
poor  fellows  are  living  or  dead  I  am  uaable  to  ascertain. 

I  intended  to  have  sent  by  present  conveysnee  the  depo- 
sitions of  three  persons  respecting  the  affray  upon  the  mole, 
but  find  myself  too  much  fatigued  and  indispoaed  to  give 
you  copies ;  you  shall  have  them  by  next  mail.  SofRee  to 
aay}  that  these  all  go  to  prove  that  the  Mexican  eotdiery 
were  the  aggreasors,  and  not  the  American  seamen. 

I  remsin,  truly  and  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  BURROUGH. 

The  Hon.  Powhatav  Ellih, 

Chargi  d^affaxrte  U.  8.  of  America^  Mexico, 

Captain  Mervine  to  Mr.  Burroug/t, 

U.  8.  sLoor  or  WAa  Natchbs, 

(off  island  Saerificios,) 
Near  Vera  Cruz,  November  6,  1830. 

Sia  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you,  herewith,  a  copy 
of  a  communication  I  made  to  the  commandant  general  of 
the  marine  department  of  Vera  Cruz,  relative  to  the  late 
affray  between  a  party  of  Mexican  soldiers  and  citizens,  and 
seamen  l)elonging  to  this  ship ;  also,  a  copy  of  another, 
with  the  same  reference,  to  the  commandant  general  of  the 
military  department ;  also  the  duplicate  of  a  statement  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  affray  as  witnessed  by  the  officer 
in  charge  of  said  seamen  :  all  of  which  you  will  make  such 
use  of  as  circumstances  may  in  your  judgment  require. 

I  likewiae  transmit  you  the  names  and  grade  of  the  men 
concerned  in  the  affair,  and  who  are  now  in  confinement 
by  the  Government  authorities  st  Vera  Cruz,  viz : 

Henry  Habest,  Samuel  Moolden,  Samuel  Long,  Thomaa 


200 


APPEI^DIX— 7\>  &al«t  Sf  Swtov^i  RtgiiUr. 


35th  Gov*.  1st  Bmb:] 


Meziean  Ajfmn* 


Riehud  Freeman,  iamee  Hoot^  NethenielGroTee, 
John  WiUiame    wll  waineD. 

Very  reepectAilly,  your  obedieDt  lenrant, 

WM.  MERVINE, 
OvmmaniSing  V.  8,  sloop  of  war  Naicktx, 
To  M.  BuBBOveH,  £sq.» 

17.  5.  ConnUat  Vera  Cruz,  Biexico* 

Certain  Mervme  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Crux, 

U.  8.  sLoor  OF  wAm  Natchix, 

(oflf  island  Sacrificioa,) 
Near  Vera  Cruz,  November,  8,  1836. 

Sib:  Immediately  upon  rtceinog  intelligence  of  the 
affray  which  yeeteiday  oocorred  on  the  qnay  at  Vera  Cruz, 
between  a  party  of  Mexican  eoldien  and  citizens  on  the 
one  side,  and  the  crew  of  a  boat  belonging  to  this  ship  on 
the  other,  I  addresaed  a  communication  to  one  of  the  de- 
DtrtmenU  of  the  police  of  the  city,  expressiire  of  my  pro- 
found regret  at  (he  unfortunate  occurrence,  and  assuring 
him  that  if,  on  in^iry,  the  provocation  should  appear  to 
have  originated  from  the  American  seamen,  the  offenders 
diould  receive  oondifpi  punishment.  Not  being  acquainted 
with  the  limits  of  jurisdiction  prescribed  to  the  difiisrent  de- 
partments of  the  said  police,  I  addressed  myself  to  the  com- 
mandant general  of  the  marine,  who,  I  have  subsequently 
learned,  has  not  legal  cognizance  of  the  affair ;  and  I  have 
had  the  mortification  to  see  the  communication^  for  this 
simplo  fact,  returned  unnoticed. 

Having  been  adviaed  that  you i.  excellency  is  the  proper 
functionary  to  be  a^ressed  on  this  occasion,  I  now  repeat 
my  sincere  regret  at  an  incident  of  so  unpleasant  a  nature, 
and  my  assurance  that  I  am  prepared  to  take  the  necessary 
measures  to  ensure  a  punishment  proportionate  to  the  degree 
of  culpability,  if  any  shall  be  found  attaching  to  the  seamen. 

The  United  States  consul  informs  me  that  the  said  note 
was  submitted  to  your  perusal,  but  that  you  refused  to 
take  official  notice  of  it  because  it  was  addressed  to  another 
officer,  and  that  you  assured  him  it  was  determined  to  de- 
tain the  seamen  for  trial  for  violating  the  laws  of  Mexico, 
and  further  efforts  for  their  release,  on  his  or  my  part, 
would  be  ineffi^tual;  nothwithstanding  which,  I  have 
deemed  it  imperative  on  me  to  officially  addrees  your  ex- 
cellency on  the  subject,  in  order  that  I  might  leave  no  prop- 
er means  unemployed  for  preserving  the  harmony  of  the 
two  Governments,  which  I  believe  would  be  endangered  if 
the  course  you  contemplate  were  presisted  in.  I  could  not 
have  anticipated  that  the  affair,  though  extremely  unpleasant 
in  itself,  would  be  magnified  into  the  importance  which  it 
appears  to  have  acquired ;  nor  could  I  have  deemed  it 
material  to  which  of  the  departments  my  letter  might  be 
direct«xl,  as  the  attending  circumstances  were  regarded  as 
of  a  nature  to  dispose  the  reflecting  on  both  sides  to  accept 
the  slightofit  apologies,  and  to  forget  the  disgraceful  pro- 
ceeding in  renewed  assurances  of  good  feeling  and  a  cordial 
good  understanding.  It  was  not  supposed  to  have  arisen 
from  national  prejudice,  but  from  the  impulse  of  passion 
in  the  parties  concerned.  It  occurred  during  the  momen- 
tary absence  of  the  officer  of  the  boat ;  the  seamen  at  least 
were  somewhat  excited  by  a  too  free  indulgence  in  ardent 
spirits,  and  were,  therefore,  the  more  deserving  of  for- 
bearance from  those  not  predisposed  to  quarrel.  The  iln- 
mediste  occasion  of  it  was  some  abusive  epithets  inter- 
changed between  one  of  the  seamen  and  a  citizen,  which 
resulted  in  a  rencontre  between  them,  inducing  others  to 
engage  in  the  mutual  assistance  of  their  friends. 

These,  as  it  has  been  represented  to  me,  and  as  I  sincere- 
ly believe  will  appear  upon  an  im)iartial  investigation,  are 
eubstantially  the  facts  involving  the  culpability  of  the  sea- 
men. Judge,  then,  of  my  surprise,  not  tossy  indignation, 
on  learning,  hy  the  return  of  the  boat  sent  to  bring  off  the 
aeamen,  that  they  had  been  put  not  only  in  duresse,  but 
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in  stocky  and  ai^  to  be  arraigned  before  a  foreSgn  tnbogd, 
not  aimply  for  a  miedemeanor,  but  as  felons,  and  that  jwr 
excellency  intinuted  the  probable  result  would  bs  csbw* 
tion  and  sentence  to  the  «  ball  and  chain,"  and  six  jmi 
employment  in  sweeping  tho  streets  of  Vera  Cms.  I  ip* 
peal  to  your  sense  of  justice^  what  is  there  in  the  dreaa* 
stancea  detailed  above  to  justifjr  their  close  and  homifiatini 
confinement,  and  inuch  leas  the  extreme  severity  contcn- 
plated  against  then\ ! 

But  there  are  sbme  other  features  of  the  case  which 
should  induce  the  authorities  at  Vera  Craz  to  avoid  a  ooom 
of  procedure  calculated  to  give  extensive  publicity  to  « 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  ^e  affidr. 

Let  it  be  recollected  that  theee  men  were  only  cigbt  k 
number;  one  or  two  of  them  remained  inactive;  allwM 
entirely  unarmed  with  any  thing  like  oflScnsive  weapw, 
having  but  two  boat-hooks  among  them  ;  that,  oppotedto 
them,  were  twice  or  three  times  their  number,  varioolj 
armed — some  with  cutlasses,  others  with  moaketi  widi 
fixed  bayonets,  and  othera  still  with  fragments  of  atoM, 
which  were  liberally  plied ;  that  these  dangerooa  weapcoi 
were  freely  used,  as  the  number  and  severity  of  the  vrow 
given  by  them  will  testify.  No  officer  of  the  guard  iaiff- 
posed  to  prevent  violence,  and  an  officer  did  supply  tbi 
soldiers  with  ball-cartridgee,  with  which  the  miBkHf 
were  actually  charged;  wd  thus  charged,  were  iA- 
erately  levelled  at  their  opponents,  now  inofiensiio  mm 
lying  on  the  ground,  stupefied  by  wounds ;  the  rast,  a  put 
maimed,  driven  by  overwhelming  numbers  and  deadly  um 
into  the  boat,  and  even  in  this  predicament  most  have  bm 
massacred  but  for  Uie  humane  and  energetic  intarpotftifB 
of  the  captain  of  the  port,  who  arrived  at  the  critical  &»- 
ment  whea  the  muskets  were  on  the  point  of  being  &• 
charged :  and  then,  in  view  of  theee  facts,  sod  the  pat 
enacted  by  the  seamen,  (as  already  described,)  dcddi 
whether  this  be  not  an  occasion  for  mutual  sorrow,  rteip> 
rocal  charity,  and  forgetfulness. 

This  was  my  impression  from  the  first,  and  die  leUn, 
above  referred  to,  was  adapted  accordingly  ;  and  it  ii  with 
great  pain  that  I  find  myself  unavoidably  drawn  iute  tks 
details.  I  therefore  feel  myself  constraioed  to  solanaly 
protest  against  the  detention  of  theae  men — as  not  tola 
justified  by  the  circumstances  of  the  caae;  as  an  act  afil- 
liaith,  inasmuch  as  they  are  not  in  custody  from  a  kni 
arrest ;  for  they  were  delivered  to  the'police  by  the  oAm 
of  the  boat  and  the  United  States  consul,  for  the  pnvM* 
tion  of  further  outrages  on  either  aide,  and  for  safe-kscpiBg 
till  they  could  be  returned  to  the  ship— themselTcs  btin| 
too  much  disabled  to  manage  the  boat  io  the  roogfaitito'f 
the  sea ;  as  a  want  of  comity  toward  a  nation  allied  to  ^ 
Mexican  Government  by  a  treaty  of  friendship  sod  cordid 
intercourse.  I  also  protest  against  their  being  tried  hj  tfai 
laws  of  Mexico,  as  not  being  amenable  to  them ;  fbr  tbcy 
are  a  part  of  the  United  States  naval  force,  which  (knn- 
ment  is  responsible  for  their  conduct.  Have  they  vkdaliB 
the  lawg  of  Mexico,  or  outraged  the  property  or  perKOitf 
hor  citizens,  prompt  satisfaction  will  be  given  upoo  luitalfc 
representation,  and  adequate  punishment  will  be  ^hi^ 
upon  the  offenders. 

But  we  hsve  seen  that  it  is  a  case  requiring  a  renr  Jn* 
ferent  course  of  procedure  on  your  part :  the  oftna  * 
mutual,  trivial,  (but  disagreealile,)  and  should,  tbeicfo'% 
be  mutually  regretted  and  forgotten. 

In  conclusion,  I  demand  their  immediate  UberatiiB> 
Do  not,  sir,  by  refusal,  accumulate  another  upon  i^^ 
ready  too  numerous  causes  of  dissatisfaction  betweeo  tW 
two  Governments. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 
WILLIAM  MERVINE, 
Com'g  U.  S.  Stoop  of  War  NaiAn> 

To  his  Eic'y  the  Militabt  Comma vbaitt  GfW»A*i 
of  the  Department  of  Vera  Cruz,  Ifaw* 
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Mtdthtpman  Renthaw  to  detain  Mervine. 

U.  S.  sioor  OF  WAm  Natchik, 

(off  idand  of  SMrificUMi, ) 

November  5,  1836. 

Si  ■  :  lo  compliance  with  yoor  order  reqairing  an  acr 
ount  of  the  following  facta,  I  have  to  inform  you  that, 
bout  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  2d  inat.,  I  received  ordera 
9  pixMseed  to  Vera  Cruz,  in  charge  of  the  third  cutter, 
ATing^  4>n  board  eight  men  and  two  officers,  (stewardB,) 
i>  «zecute  certain  commiaaiona  with  which  I  had  been 
barbed.  The  officer  in  the  fourth  cutter,  in  whose  care 
had  been  directed  to  deliver  the  men,  bad  already  lefl  the 
nale  aome  time,  and  I,  therefore,  conaidered  it  my  duty, 
»otwHliatanding,  to  perform  the  other  part  of  my  orders. 
Ad  proceed  to  the  conaul'a,  after  having  placed  the  men 
A  charge  of  the  coxswain,  whose  authority  they  were 
N>and  to  obey. 

Daring  my  temporary  abaence  the  men  obtained  liquor, 
ntl  I  hastened  back  with  all  despatch,  hearing  that  a  ran- 
aontre  had  taken  place  between  them  and  the  people  on 
ha  quay.  On  my  arrival,  I  discovered  a  serious  aflray 
pelwaan  our  sailors  and  the  military  guard,  who  I  observed 
vara  being  supplied  with  cartridgea  by  a  person  apparently 
in  oflftcar.  Several  of  the  boat's  crew  were  seriously  in- 
iiiad»  one  supposed  to  be  dead.  My  utmost  exertions, 
■aistad  by  the  consul  and  other  of  our  officers,  who  in  the 
naan  thne  hsd  arrived  on  the  spot,  were  not  immediately 
ifleetual  in  redueing  the  men  to  audiority,  or  in  satisfying 
ha  aoldiflsy,  who  were  committing  mudi  uncalled  for  vio- 
ienca  ;  in  fiict,  they  appeared  inatigated  by  private  feelings 
if  larenge  more  than  a  sense  of  duty.  The  situation  of 
tha  craw  being  such  as  to  render  it  very  dangerous  to  leave 
Am  mola  in  the  boat,  (a  very  heavy  sea  running  at  the 
tima^}  I  therefore  requested  the  captain  of  the  port, 
igiaaably  to  the  advice  of  the  consul,  to  have  the  men 
Mkan  care  of  until  called  for,  and  they  were  accordingly 
[Jnead  in  temporarif  confinement  for  eafe-keeping, 

I  daam  it  proper  to  add  that,  during  the  disturbance,  the 
wabbard  of  my  sword  was  accidentally  loat  overboard,  and 
aol  wiahiDg  to  carry  it  about  me  drawn,  one  was  loaned 
nsa  by  one  of  our  officers,  and  mine  handed  to  the  consul, 
to  pravcnt  any  misconstruction.  This  occasioned  an  erro> 
aeoaa  raport  to  be  circulated  that  our  consul  carried  about 
I  drawn  sword  for  purposes  of  violence— a  report  which  re- 
ipeetabla  Americans  and  foreigners,  and  the  captain  of  the 
|iort»  who  was  present,  and  acted  in  a  manner  highly  cred- 
ilabia  throughout,  can  and  will  no  doubt  altogether  contra- 
dict. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  B.  REN8HAW, 
Paneed  Midakipman,  U,  S.  Navy, 

To  Master  Comdt.  Wk.  McuYiirs. 

Mr,  Burrough  to  the  Comtnandant  of  Vera  Cruz, 

COVSVIATX  OP  TBS  U.  8.  OP  AXSUICA, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  4,  1836. 

8iB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  an  open  letter 
to  y  oar  address,  which  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez  has  desired  may  be  transmitted  through  this 
consulate. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  commander  of  the  above 
■hip  demands  the  liberation  of  eight  meri,  constituting  a 
boafs  nrew  belonging  to  his  vessel,  who  have  been  Im- 
prisan«d  and  are  still  detained  in  this  city,  and  begs  to  as- 
sure you  that,  on  an  investigation  of  the  diarges  preferred, 
should  they  appear  to  have  been  the  aggressors  'm  the  case, 
exemplary  punishment  shall  be  inflicted. 

The  said  commander  protests  sgalnst  the  dcrention  of 
the  seamen,  against  their  trial  by  the  military  or  judiciary 
amhorities  of  the  Mexican  Oovemment,  and  in  which  I, 
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in  my  official  capacity,  also  unite  with  him,  and  request 
that  the  said  seamen  may  be  forthwith  set  at  liberty,  agree- 
ably to  the  requisition  of  the  aforesaid  commander. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

M.  BURROUGH. 
*  To  CiaiAco  VAsavxz,  Esq.,  Military  Commandant 
General  of  the  Department  of  Vera  Cruz, 

Mr,  Burrough  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz, 

CONSULATI  OP  THE  U.  S.  OT  AafxaiCA, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  6,  1836. 

Sf  a :  Being  desirous  of  an  interview  with  my  countrymen, 
the  eight  seamen  belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Nat* 
chei,  detained  in  thia  city,  I  requeat  you  will  be  pleased 
to  inform  me  where  they  are  to  be  found,  and  grant  th^ 
neceasary  order  for  me  to  see  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c.,- 

M.  BURROUGH. 
7*0  CiaiAco  VAsauxx,  Military  Commandant 

General  of  the  Department  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz. 

CojrSULATB  OT  THX  U.   S.   OT  AMiniCi, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  7,  1836,  at  b  P,  M, 

Sib  :  I  yesterday  had  the  honoi.;to  addreas  you  a  note^ 
by  which,  as  consul  of  the  United  Stalea,  and  guardian  of 
the  righto  and  liberties  of  my  countrymen,  I  expresaed  a 
desire  to  be  informed  where  the  eight  mien,  belonging  to 
the  United  States  ship  Natehes,  at  this  time  detained  by 
the  authoritiea  of  the  Mexican  Government,  were  to  b« 
found,  and  requested  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  grani 
the  necessary  order  for  me  to  see  them. 

To  my  eommuflication  relerred  to,  no  reply  haa  yet 
been  received.  I  therefore  repeat  my  request,  and  beg 
that  you  will  inform  me  where  my  countrymen  are  at  thia 
time  imprisoned,  and  desire  that  you  will  grant  the  necea« 
sary  permit  to  enable  me  to  visit  them,  and,  if  circum- 
stances  render  it  necessary,  to  administer  to  their  comfort 
I  haV^  the  honor  io  be,  air,  dbc., 

M.  BURROUGH. 
To  CiaiACo  VASavxx,  Military  Commandant 

General  of  the  Department  of  Vera  Craz, 
— "^^^^  • 
Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr,  ElUa. 

Consulate  op  thx  U.  S.  op  Amkrica, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  10,  1836. 

Sir  :  Accompanying,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
depositions  referred  to  in  my  last ;  also,  additional  corr^ 
spondence  on  the  subject-matter  of  my  late  communica- 
tions to  the  legation,  among  which  you  may  perhaps  dis- 
cover one  or  more  duplicates  of  letters  already  forwarded. 

The  American  seamen  are  still  in  custody  of  the  au- 
thorities of  this  city,  and  whom  I  have  not  yet  been  permit- 
ted to  visit,  although  I  have  made  three  appUcationa  to  tha 
military  commandant  to  that  effect,  as  you  will  perceive 
by  copies  of  letters  now  forwarded,  and  whether  the  poor 
fellows  are  really  dead  or  alive,  I  am  unable  to  ascertain. 

I  am  informed  that  an  American  citizen,  who  has  been 
engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Mexican  Government,  (prob- 
ably impressed  into  the  service,)  actuated  by  feelinga  of 
humanity  towards  his  countrymen,  went  to  the  guard- 
house, some  days  since,  in  order  to  gain  an  interview  with 
the  said  American  seamen,  who  was  ordered  away,  and, 
not  leaving  the  spot  at  once,  was  shot  down  by  the  sentry. 
Under  such  circumstancea,  I  am  unwilling  to  hazard  a  viait 
to  the  prison,  without  «  permit*'  in  writing  from  the  mil- 
itary commandant  general,  or  under  the  protection  of  an 
officer. 

The  aeamen  not  being  delivered  up,  U  Captain  Mor- 
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▼ine  hoped  would  have  been  the  case,  after  a  detention  of 
•ighl  days,  he  accordingly  left  this  morning  at  an  early 
hoar.  He  will  touch  at  Tampico,  and  proceed  thence  im- 
mediately to  Pensacola,  whore  all  the  facts  attendant  on 
the  imprisonment  of  his  seamen  will  be  laid  before  Com- 
modore Dallas. 

When  the  said  men  are  given  up,  if  at  all,  I  shall  take 
their  declarations  as  to  the  facts  connected  with  their  de- 
tention, prison  treatment^  4cc.,  and  place  them  in  iodginga 
more  agreeable  to  them  than  those  they  are  at  present  sub- 
jected to,  and  deliver  them  over  to  the  first  commander  of 
any  of  our  vessels  of  war  visiting  at  Vera  Cruz. 

General  Castro  assumed  the  command  at  this  place  last 
evening,  in  place  of  General  Yasques,  but  not  without 
fome  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  msnifested  (as  informed)  on 
the  part  of  the  late  ineumbont ;  no  blood,  however,  was 
shed  on  the  occasion.  It  may,  as  I  apprehend,  it  will  be 
■aid  by  the  Mexican  Government,  that  General  Yasqnei 
has  been  supersede  from  grievances  represented  by  your- 
self to  the  authorities,  which  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
is  die  fact.  The  military,  and  some  of  the  leading  civil- 
ians,  made  a  representation  of  the  state  of  afiairs  at  this 
place,  some  days  before  the  late  occurrence,  in  regard  to 
our  claims,  to  the  supreme  Government ;  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  ihat,  he  has  been  removed. 

The  present  commandant  of  this  plaza,  you  will  bear  in 
mind,  is  the  individual  who  was  in  command  at  Tampico, 
when  twenty-niru  foreigners  were  shot  some  months  since, 
and  the  same  who  was  at  ^our  instance  removed  ibr  ag- 
gresaions  on  officers  of  the  United  States  navy  at  that  port 
'  I  shall  endeavor  to  keep  you  advised,  if  my  functions  of 
office  are  not  interrupted  by  the  authorities  of  this  place, 
of  all  that  transpires  in  respect  to  the  American  seamen, 
and  other  matters  of  national  interest;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  hope  to  bo  favored  with  the  necessary  instructions 
from  you,  in  regard  to  said  seamen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec  , 

M.  BURROUGH. 

The  Hon.  PowaiT4ir  Cuis, 

Chargi  cTAffairet  U,  S.  A.,  Mexico. 

I. 
Deposition  of  John  Morrow, 

JCONSULATB  OP  Tm  U.  8taT«S  07  AMSatfA, 

At  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 

This  fourth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- six,  before  me,  M. 
Burroogh,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Vera 
Cruz,  being  cited,  John  Morrow,  a  native  of  Liverpool, 
aged  fifteen,  perBonally  appeared,  who,  being  duly  and 
solemnly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God, 
did  depose,  declare,  and  say,  that,  4)n  the  morning  of  the 
8d  instant,  he  happened  to  be  on  the  beach  near  the 
*'mueUe*'  of  this  city,  when  his  attention  was  called  to  a 
personal  conflict  which  had  taken  place  between  a  black 
ttian,  (a  fisherman,)  and  a  sailor  from  the  boat  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  ship  Natchez,  and,  whilst  lookin;?  on,  saw  a 
■oldier,  with  a  broadsword  in  his  hand,  come  up  to  the 
combatants  and  strike  the  American  seaman  with  his 
•word.  The  sailor  retreated  towards  the  boat,  which  was 
fying  alongside  the  mole,  followed  by  the  soldier,  and 
who  was  constantly  striking  him  till  he  reached  the  edge 
of  the  water.  Another  sailor  of  the  boat  was  standing 
near,  to  whom  the  people  of  the  country  called  the  notice 
of  die  soldier,  and  whom  he  also  struck  several  times  with 
the  broad  part  of  his  sword.  The  first-mentioned  sailor 
having  gained  his  boat,  returned  wiOi  die  boat-h«ok  and 
(^^  die  soldier  with  it,  who,  he  believes,  had  a  musket 
In  his  hand.  Two  other  soldiers  now  came  down  with 
mnsketa.  Deponent,  apprehending  his  own  personal  se- 
curity, left  the  mole. 


In  tesdmony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  hathKlfaii 
hand  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

JOHN  MORROW. 
Done  and  subscribed  before  me, 

M.  BURROUGH,  C.  V,  &. 

Depoaitiott  of  Deidriek  Brdmamn, 

CoXSULATB  OF  TUX  U.  StATXS  OF  AXEBlCi, 

At  Vera  Cruz, 

This  fifth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  oor  lad 
one  thousand  eight  huadrpd  and  thirty-aix,  perMOillj  tf 
peared  Deidriek  Erdmann,  a  native  of  G&rpnfaj^  ifri 
31  years,  a  resident  of  Ihfe  city  of  Tampico,  who  faon 
duly  and  solemnlv  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangels  sT  Al- 
mighty  God,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say,  as  foQom:  Ai 
about  12  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  8d  instast,  {n* 
ceeded  to  the  «  muelle"  of  this  place,  where  hesswlkw 
or  four  seamen  (suppoaed  to  lie  American  seamea  bd«f- 
ing  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez)  standing  ob  tki 
north  side  of  the  muelle  or  mole,  all  appafeutlj  BMf  <r 
less  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  and  near  to  thsa  «f« 
the  beach  were  as  many  as  seven  or  eight  native  lt» 
cans,  (fishermen.)  The  pardes  were  wrangling  with  «iA 
other.  Deponent,  apprehending  the  conseqneneei,  bff| 
aware  of  the  excitement'  and  feeling  at  this  tins  tpH^ 
the  American  people,  (ddxens  of  the  United  Sisto^)  Ul 
the  mole  in  search  of  the  officer  of  the  boat,  who  baif» 
ceeded  to  the  office  of  the  American  consul  on  bvaiim 
as  he  was  informed.  On  passing  through  the  giisitdi 
mole,  and  when  near  the  corner  of  the  street  lisdiigl 
the  plaza,  met  three  sailors  and  two  stewaidsy  bslo^f^ 
also  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  to  whom  bees* 
municated  what  was  going  on  with  their  shipoalsi;  a^ 
not  meedng  at  once  with  die  officer  of  the  boat,  retaoii 
to  the  mole^  and  perceived  a  soldier  using  his  MsitiMli 
get  one  of  the  seamen  back  to  the  boa^  and  wfaicb  Mi 
lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  mole  some  yards  diiML 
The  soldier  was  pushing  the  sf  man  towards  tkt  ink 
the  latter  moving  backwards.  At  this  dme  sMilerM 
was  standing  \f^  the  boat  held  up  the  boat-book  anddW 
to  the  odier  « to  take  it."  The  Utter  now  taroea,  d 
moving  rapidly  to  the  boat,  took  the  boat-hook  in  oidtf  * 
defend  hiipself.  The  soldier  now  cried  out  teaiiB^(i 
ku  armat,)  when  he  and  three  or  four  other  soldienflf  lb 
guard  ran  to  the  guard-house  and  returned  with  M 
muskets.  The  seamen  were  now  assembled  scsr  it« 
boat,  who,  perceiving  the  approach  of  thesoldisiy^ 
muskets  in  nand  and  fixed  bayonets, 'advanced  tomidi 
them,  and  when  within  a  few  feet  of  each  other,  and  ut 
the  centn  of  the  mole,  saw  a  nadve  pick  up  t  noot^ 
fragment  of  rock,  of  the  weight  of  8  or  10  poundi^  W 
was  thrown  at  the  American  sailor  having  the  beaiw 
in  his  hand.  At  the  same  moment  that  thestooev* 
thrown,  the  sailor  cast  his  boat-hook  towards  one  of  Ai 
soldiers  who  had  his  musket  pointed  at  him.  Tift  &•» 
was  parried  by  the  soldier  and  struck  none  of  the  vm 
ants,  but  the  seaman  was  knocked  down  andbsdljetf 
about  the  face  with  the  stone,  and  who  was  for  w>^ 
supposed  by  deponent  to  be  dead,  blood  hayiag  ^f"^ 
freely.  In  the  course  of  the  affray,  another  sesmin  s« 
maimed  and  brought  to  the  ground,  but  in  what  imbi^ 
deponent  did  not  see.  Saw  him  lying  near  the<4|i" 
the  mole  apparently  much  hurt. 

The  soldiery  continuing  to  use  forcible  measures •fiii' 
the  American  seamen,  with  the  intendon  of  diiviog  i^ 
into  their  boat,  deponent  left  the  mole,  in  order  to  eoBif 
the  intelligence  of  what  was  going  on  to  the  Aj^J"* 
consul,  and  which  he  did.  On  returning  to  the  f'^!^ 
bloodshed,  accompanied  by  the  American  consol,  »^jj| 
two  seamen  who  had  be^i,  as  before  oisotloiied,  b"7 
wounded,  adll  lying  in  die  same  posidoo.    Thereiiflf  v 
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Nit*t  crew  were  in  the  boat,  under  the  charge  of  the  of- 
nr,  and  around  which  stood  aeveral  soldiera  with  arms, 
!)pai«ntlj  much  excitMl,  beaides  a  numerous  assemblage 
f  persons,  comprising  civilians  and  others  of  the  country, 
nong  whom  were  also  observed  some  foreigners.  Fur- 
^r  deponent  knowcth  nothing  material  in  relation  to  this 
nject. 

In  testimony  whereof  he  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  at 
le  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  the  day  and  year  first  above  writ- 
m.  DBfDRICK  ERDMANN. 

Hwom  and  stibscrihed  before  me, 

M.  BURROUGH,  C.  U,  S. 


Deposition  of  William  GibU. 
CovauLATK  or  thb  Uhited  Statis  or  Avkkici, 

At  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 
This  sixth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  bun- 
ttd  and  thirty  six,  before  me,  M.  Burrougb,  consul  of 
he  United  States  of  America  at  Vera  Cruz,  being  cited, 
William  CHbbs,  a  native  of  the  United  8utes,  aged  88 
ears,  serving  in  the  capacity  of  captain's  steward  on  board 
tie  United  States  ship  Natchez,  under  the  command  of 
¥m.  Mervine,  Esq.,  who,  being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn, 
lid  depose,  declare,  and  say,  that,  on  the  rooming  of  the 
Id  instant,  he  left  the  ship  to  which  he  is  attached  in  her 
liifd  cutter,  manned  with  eight  men,  under  tho  charge  of 
ijdihipman  Renshaw,  and  proceeded  to  the  mole  at  this 
aty.  On  arriving,  left  immediately  for  the  market,  in  or- 
Isr  to  purchase  certain  articles  for  ship's  use ;  returned  in 
I  Aort  time  to  the  boat,  at  which  period  all  was  quiet. 
igain  departed  on  duty,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  was  again 
n  the  mole;  and  who  on  arrival  saw  a  Mexican  soldier 
vith  a  cuUass  in  his  hand,  standing  near  the  gate  opening 
tpOQ  the  mole,  engaged  in  a  quarrel  with  Nathaniel 
Stoves,  one  of  the  seamen  of  the  boat's  crew  of  the  United 
Suiei  ship  Natchex  aforesaid.  The  soldier  stood  with  his 
iotlass  raiiied  over  the  head  of  the  said  seaman,  menacing 
lim.  The  mariner  being  overcome  with  liquor,  deponent 
•topped  in  between  the  parties,  with  the  view  of  preventing 
By  personal  violence,  and  led  the  seaman  away,  implo- 
ingt  at  the  same  time,  by  pacific  gestures,  (being  unable 
io  speak  the  language,)  «<  not  to  strike  the  poor  fellow," 
»hu  stated  that  the  soldier  had  twice  struck  him  with  his 
cutlass.  Perceiving  that  the  Mexican  soldiery  were  col- 
'acting  in  considerable  numbers,  and  resolved,  apparently, 
o  best  and  abuse  the  boat's  crew,  if  not  carry  things  to 
pteter  extremities,  he  succeeded  in  getting  seven  of  Uiem 
nto  the  boat. 

Depoiient  now  sat  out  in  search  of  the  officer  of  the 
i^l*  and  to  whom  he  communicated  and  made  known 
what  had  taken  place,  and  who  immediately  hastened  to 
no  mole.  Deponent  also  again  returned,  and  by  which 
tttne  as  many  as  ten  or  twelve  Mexican  soldiers,  with 
Buskeu  and  fixed  bayonets,  and  cutlasses,  had  assembled; 
"»«  likewise  twenty  or  thirty  people  of  the  country,  (flsh- 
ntatu  and  Uborers,)  who  were  engaged  in  throwing  stones 
KQd  other  missiles  at  the  boat's  crew,  who  had  now  re- 
pined  the  mole,  to  the  rescue  of  their  shipmate  Groves. 

'^be  Mexican  soldiery  both  bayoneted  and  struck  the 
Ainoricau  seamen  repeatedly  with  their  cutifnes,  and  so 
^tiiiued  to  inflict  their  blows  UU  all  were  driven  into  their 
^ts  except  two,  who  had  been  brought  to  the  ground  in 
^  conflict,  and  who  were  so  badly  wounded  as  not  to  be 
»to  to  reach  the  boat. 

deponent  doth  furthermore  declare,  and  say,  that  he 
**]T."^  officer  of  the  Mexican  Government  bring  down 
^idge*  to  the  soldiers,  with  which  they  loaded  their 
™^«ta,  and  levelled  them  at  the  boat's  crew,  now  in  the 
J^*»  under  chdrge  of  Mr.  Renshaw,  but  who  were  pre- 
'^nied  from  firing  by  a  person  who  he  was  informed  was 
«»€  captain  of  the  port. 


The  officer  in  command  of  the  seamen,  finding  thnt  they 
were  too  much  in  liquor,  besides  being  badly  hurt,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  proceed  to  the  ship,  the  wind  being  high,  or- 
dered deponent  to  assist  in  conveying  them  to  the  guard- 
house, near  the  mole,  which  he  did,  and  where  he  under- 
stood they  were  to  be  leA,  in  charge  of  the  captain  o(  the 
port,  till  sober. 

In  testimony  whereof,  he,  the  said  deponent,  hath  here- 
unto set  his  hand,  the  day  and  year  of  our  Lord  fir^t  above 
written. 

WILTJAM  GIBBS,  his  x  niark. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me, 

M.  BURROUGH, 

Consul  of  the  United  Stales, 

Deposition  of  David  Alexander  Balrd. 

CoNsuLATX  or  THx  Uritsd  Statxs  of  Amxbica, 

At  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico*    . 

This  eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  liord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  before  me,  M. 
Burrougb,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Vera 
Cruz,  being  cited,  David  Alexander  Balid,  a  native  of 
England,  aged  thirty  years,  of  late  a  resident  of  Mexico, 
who,  being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gels of  Almighty  God,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say  as  /ol- 
lows :  that  he,  at  present,  is  lodging  in  the  house  of  Ful- 
ton and  Bell,  proprietors  of  a  hotel  in  this  place,  at  which 
he  was  on  the  morning  of  Che  2d  instant,  between  the 
hours  of  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  informed  that  some  dif- 
ference Lad  taken  place  betwixt  a  party  of  Mexican  soldiers 
and  the  boat's  crew  of  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  and 
that  the  Mexican  soldiery  were  murdering  the  American 
seamen  at  the  mole. 

Deponent,  in  company  with  Midshipman  Skipwith,  be- 
longing to  the  United  Stales  ship  Natchez,  immediately 
hastened  to  the  scene  of  action ;  and,  on  arriving,  saw  two 
American  seamen  lying  upon  the  mole,  one  of  whom  he 
supposed  to  bo  dead — both  lying  covered  with  blood.  Six 
other  seamen  belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez 
were  in  tho  boat  alongside  of  the  mole,  and  upon  the  nioltf 
immedbtely  overlooking  the  said  boat  were  as  many  as  ten 
or  twelve  Mexican  soldiers  engaged  at  this  time  in  loading 
their  muskets  with  ball-cartridges,  and  whose  intention, 
deponent  verily  believes,  was  to  fire  upon  the  American 
seamen,  and  at  whom  the  deadly  weapons  were  actually 
twice  levelled — the  men  being  unarmed,  and  all,  with  the 
exception  of  one,  (who  was  protecting  the  boat  from  injury 
against  tho  mole,^  were  lying  or  sitting  down  perfectly 
quiet,  being  stupified  by  wounds  and  the  efiacts  oi  ardent 
spirits. 

Deponent,  at  the  request  of  the  officer  of  the  boat,  went 
in  search  of  the  roaster  of  the  American  ship  Mexican,  on 
board  of  which  it  was  proposed  to  place  the  boat's  crew  of 
the  Natchez  until  sober.  In  a  few  moments  deponent  wa» 
again  upon  the  mole,  having  returned  in  company  with 
Captain  Kimball,  of  the  aforesaid  ship  Mexican,  and  now 
discovered  that  the  two  seamen,  one  of  whom  was  supposed 
to  be  dead  and  had  been  lying  upon  the  ground  for  son« 
time,  had  received  serious  wounds;  one  having  his  upper 
lip  and  cheek  laid  open  to  the  extent  of  two  and  a  half  t# 
three  inches,  and  the  other  badly  hurt  in  the  leg,  upon  or 
near  the  knee  joint  of  the  lell  limb.  Deponent  observing 
an  altercation  between  [a  soldier  and]  one  of  theee  individ- 
uals, who  bad  now  attained  his  feet,  though  much  weak-* 
oned  and  overcome  by  the  loss  of  blood,  went  to  him,  tb« 
said  seaman,  in  order  to  convey  and  assist  him  to  the  bo«C, 
when  his  interference  was  resented  by  the  soldier,  wlM, 
using  a  familiar  and  abusive  epithet,  made  a  ysm  at  him 
with  his  musket,  with  bayonet  attached.  Deponent,  con« 
ceiving  that  his  own  personal  life  was  in  danger  by  being 
upon  Uie  mole,  accordingly  left  it. 
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set 


In  testimony  whereof  he  beth  hereunto  set  his  hand»  et 
the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  aforesaid,  the  Jay  and  year  first  above 
written.  DAVID  ALEXANDER  BAIKD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,     M.  BURROUGH. 

Tht  CommandarU  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr,  Burrough 

[Translation.] 

YxBA  Cmus,  November  7,  1836  : 

{Ten  o*clock  ni  nigki.) 

DiAm  Sim  :  As  I  informed  you  at  six  o'clock  this  STening, 
when  I  had  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  esteemed  letter  of 
yesterday,  I  now  repeat,  in  answer  to  that  received  this  day, 
that,  it  not  being  in  my  power  to  grant  the  request  con- 
tained in  those  two  letters,  as  General  Gom<^  the  com- 
mandant of  the  plac«,  is  the  functionary  empowered  to  give 
the  necessary  orders  respecting  them,  you  will  be  plesuMd 
to  prefer  your  requests  to  him. 

I  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Consul,  the  assurances  of  my  sin- 
cere friendship,  with  which  I  remain  your  attentive  and 
obedient  servant.  CIRTACO  VA8QUEZ. 

The  Contulof  tht  U.  S,  A.,  Mr.  Buanovea. 

General  Gomez  to  Mr.  Burrough. 
[Translation.] 
CoMXAirnAsrcY  ot  ths  place  of  Vzra  Cncz. 
Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  laws  in  force  in  the  Mez- 
ican  republic,  I  sent  to  you  this  morning,  by  my  adjutant, 
a  polite  message,  summoning  you  to  appear  at  my  quarters 
at  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,   in  order  to  give 'your 
testimony  before  the  proper  JUeaif  in  a  prosecution  which 
hasl>een  instituted,  and  in  which  you  were  cited  as  a  wit- 
ness.    Conformably  with  those  laws  to  which  you,  sir,  ere 
•ubject,  you  should  have  complied  with  my  request,  without 
requiring,  as  you  have,  that  the  summons  should  be  given 
in  writing.     However,  in  order  that  justice  may  be  admin- 
istered as  promptly  and  equitably  as  possible,  I  repeat  to 
you,  by  means  of  this  note,  my  request  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  present  yourself  at  my  quarters  at  10  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning,  for  the  purpose  above  stated.     I  ofter 
you  the  assurance  of  my  ronsideration  and  esteem. 
God  and  liberty.     Vera  Cruz,  November  8,  1836. 

GREGORIO  GOMEZ. 
The  CoyivLofihe  V.  S.  of  North  America. 

■»     ■ 
The  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burrough. 

[Translation.] 

Vera  Crvz,  iV^&em^  8,1836. 
Dear  Sib  :  As  promised  in  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  communication  fr^tm  the 
oommander  of  the  United  Stales  sloop  of  war  Natchez, 
which  was  remitted  to  me  through  you  with  your  own  of 
the  1th  preceding,  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  reply  to 
it  by  stating  that,  it  being  evident  your  request  was  con- 
ceived in  perfect  consonance  with  that  of  the  commander 
aforesaid,  and  that  you  also  pretend  to  demand  the  delivery 
and  release  of  eight  mariners  who  composed  the  crew  of  a 
boat  belonging  to  the  said  vessel,  protesting  at  the  same  time 
against  the  judicial  proceedings*  to  which  they  were  submit- 
ted, in  order  to  bring  to  light  the  motives  which  have  given 
riae  to  their  imprisonment,  I  have  consequently  nothing  to 
add  further  than  what  I  have  this  day  said  to  the  commander 
of  the  Natchez  in  the  enclosed  answer,  which,  through  the 
medium  of  your  consulate,  f  have  the  honor  to  address  to 
him,  hoping  that  yuu  will  \te  pleased  to  inform  him  of  iu 
oontenfs,  considering  the  same  as  a  reply  to  your  own,  and 
aceepthig  at  the  same  time  the  assurance  of  the  sincere 
esteem  which  I  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Consul,  as 

Your  very  obedient  and  attentive  servant, 

CiniACO  VASQUEZ. 

,  '/%e  Coneulqf  the  U.  S.  A.,  Mr.  Birrough. 


Mr.  Burrough  (o  the  Commandant  of  Vera  (>hz. 

Coirs VLATs  OF  Tax  UiriTxi)  Statks  o?  Axiaici, 
At  Vera  Cruz,  November  6,  1836,  of  10  o*dbci,  A.  M. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  your  note  of  yesteiday'i  drie, 
in  reply  to  my  respects  of  the  6th  and  7th  instsni,  nfar* 
ring  me  for  satisfaction  to  Sor.  General  Gomez,  coouui' 
dant  of  the  plaza,  touching  the  aQb|ect-roatter  tbenof. 

Being  penluaded  that  the  eight  seamen,  constitDtiiiii 
part  of  the  naval  foroe  of  the  United  States  ef  Aaain^ 
and  attached  to  the  United  SUtea  aloop  of  war  If  rtcha, 
under  the  command  of  master  commandant  Mervine,  w, 
at  this  time,  detained  by  your  authority  as  military  cod- 
mandant  general  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cnis,  I  sccanfailr 
addressed  you  as  the  only  legitimate  functionary  bj  vba 
I  oonld  be  permitted  an  Interview  with  tliesadsMwi, 
but  which  you  have  not  thought  proper  to  grant. 

I  therefore,  for  the  third  and  last  time,  from  nmmtt 
humanity  to  the  priaoners,  address  you  on  this  solved,  aa^ 
as  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port  i( 
Vera  Cruz,  request  an  early  reply,  informing  ns  wiaik^ 
or  not,  I  can  be  permitted  an  interview  with  the  tkmd 
seamen,  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respedfttUy,  jou  fk^ 
dieni  servant,  M.  BURROUGH. 

To  CiaiACo  Vas«.vkz,  Esq., 
MtUtary   Commandant  General 

of  the  Department  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Bunwgh. 

LTranslation.] 

VxRA  Cruz,   November  6,  \Ui> 

DzAR  Sir  :  I  have  already  declared,  through  ny  two  hi 
letters  of  the  6th  and  7th,  and  now  repeat,  in  replj  toyw 
favor  of  this  date,  that  General  Gomez,  as  commtDJerd 
the  plaza,  is  the  person  to  whom  yoo  should  resort  will 
your  instances,  whether  it  be  to  know  the  place  where  jw 
countrymen,  the  eight  mariners  of  the  sloop  of  war  IYi(^ 
are  imprisoned,  or  to  communicate  with  them,  u  joiiiM 
desire. 

This  fact  being  granted,  if,  notwithstanding  the  fM 
and  unequivocal  reply  which  1  have  already  trade  to  leet 
two  first  letters,  and  am  now  engaged  in  making  teihi 
third,  you  still  insist  that  I  am  Uie  functioosr?  to  «k« 
you  should  address  your  petitions,  I  shall  be  uaocrtbf  ^ 
agreeable  necessity  of  refusing  them,  becauee  I  cumoln' 
vade  the  attributes  of  another  authority,  ahhoofli  he  aif 
be  dependent  upon  mine,  who  am  the  auperior  of  ibr  ^ 
partnient. 

Desist  then,  sir,  from  an  attempt  which  can  be  pnJv 
tive  only  of  cmbarrasanwnt  to  your  noble  objects,  loJ  is 
which  I  feel  that  you  cannot  but  be  pleased  at  beJof  ^^ 
suaded  that  Mr.  Gomez  will  attend  to  your  io«UM»* 
question,  conformably  to  his  duties  as  prescribed  lo*tf^ 
the  nation,  and  towards  you,  as  consul  of  the  M^ 
States  of  North  America. 

This  occasion  affords  me  aifotber  opporluoitj  uf  f<>^' 
ing  to  you,  with  pleasure,  the  assurance  of  the  siocrrt  re- 
gard with  which  I  am  your  very  obedient  servant, 

CIRIACO  VA8QCK 

Mr.  BuRi^ouoH,  the  Consul 

of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea. 

The  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Captain  Mtrein^ 

[Translation.] 

VzRA  Crcz,  November  8, 1836. 
Dear  Sir  :  From  the  tenor  of  your  esteemed  h^^id 
the  3d  instant,  it  is  manifest,  the  information  gives  to  jei 
in  relation  to  the  occurrence  of  the  8d,  between  the  ttu^ 
of  a  boat  belonging  to  the  corvette  under  your  command  » 
the  guard  of  the  mole  at  this  port,  was  commaoicited  ^ 
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)iBe  psMioDate  person,  who,  not  baTing  ipoken  with  ve- 
icity,  has  cauaed  yon  to  believe  that  the  said  seamen  have 
ot  committed  a  crime,  but  a  trifling  fault,  to  which  we 
id  on  our  part  contributed ;  and  that  they  were,  attacked 
ith  fire  arms  and  swords  by  the  armed  force,  and  a  por- 
Ml  pf  the  inhabitants  o^the  place  who  joined  in  the  con- 
st filach  inexact  information  betrays  the  bad  faith  of 
im  who  gave  it ;  since  it  is  public  and  notorious  that  the 
nmen  made  an  armed  resistance  against  a  soldier  and 
{rporal  of  the  guard  of  the  mole,  who,  in  compliance  with 
Mr  first  duty,  hastened  towards  the  seamen  with  the  view 
r  reducing  th^m  to  order ;  but  the  energetic  resistance 
'bich  tiiey  made  rendered  it  necessary,  in  order  to  quiet  them, 
H  can  for  additional  troops,  who  alone  (and  none  of  the 
Ihsbitants)  met  them  with  arms — which  were  muskets  and 
vords,  the  same  as  are  use  by  men  of  their  profession  in 
II  psits.  Nor  is  this  bad  faith  the  less  betrayed  by  the 
ict  0/  your  having  been  assured  that  the  said  seamen  were 
loot  to  be  assassinateti^  and  that  they  were  not  arrested 
f  the  guard  of  the  mole.  Nodilng  else  than  their  arrest 
IS  thought  of^  as  in  effect  the  object  of  the  guard  was 
lereby  attained ;  and  the  corpora!  of  the  guard  received  a 
Nitasion  in  attempting  to  quiet  the  seamen  who  had  l^een 

>  disorderly,  and  in  causing  them  to  abandon  the  hostile 
ttitude  which  they  maintained,  armed  with  boat-books, 
nives,  oars,  and  pieces  of  wood.  They  were  approhend- 
d1)y  the  officer  of  the  guard,  acting  of  his  own  accord, 
rho,  St  the  instance  of  the  consul  of  your  nation,  placed 
lem  at  the  disposition  of  the  competent  authority,  and  not 
t  that  of  the  pinlice,  as  you  have  been  falsely  informed. 

The  facts  being  now  put  in  their  true  light,  you  will  see 
bat  (his  is  not  a  trifling  matter  of  reciprocal  charity  and 
irgetfalness,  although  it  may  be  one  of  mutual  regret ;  for 
stwsen  friends,  between  nations  allied  by  solemn  treaties 
r  SDiity  snd  cordial  relations,  the  perpetration  of  offences 

>  unjust  and  audacious  as  that  committed  by  the  se.imen 
r  the  corvette  under  your  command,  is  alwayv  productive 
rthat  sentiment.  And  you  will  also  see  that  in  their  im- 
risonment  and  condemnation  there  is- no  want  of  respect 
)  soy  one;  but  that  a  proper  use  has  been  made  of  the  na- 
on's  right  to  chastise  those  who  offend  against  it — a  right 
icontrovertibly  posMssed  by  every  nation  in  the  universe. 
1^31  you  then  pretend  that  mine  is  in  a  worse  condition 
un  all  others,  and  doe*;  not  pos^e^s  the  right  which  ems* 
ates  from  its  security  and  sovereignty,  to  chastise  the  tn- 
ividaals  of  the  vessel  under  your  command  ?  If  so,  you 
innot  have  fixed  your  mind  upon  the  code  of  national 
iw,  far  such  an  immunity  of  it  would  be  a  subversion  of 
>cial  order,  and  calculated  to  keep  the  world  in  continual 
'ar«  Bear  in  mind  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  that 
niversal  code,  and  you  will  be  convinced  of  the  legality  of 
le  jurisdiction  of  nations  to  punirti  thoSe  who  injure  and 
Send  them.  But,  even  admitting  that  it  may  not  be  thus 
Dtermined  by  that  code,  such  jurisdiction  would  unques- 
Doably  hold  good  with  mine,  by  the  right  of  retaliation, 
nee  in  the  United  States  of  Amcirica  persons  belonging  to 
le  navy  and  army  of  this  republic  have  been  tried  and 
mtenced  without  there  being  any  ground  of  complaint,  as 
ell  as  by  the  principle  that  what  one  nation  regards  as 
1st  for  itself,  the  same  should  be  held  as  proper  for  an- 
ther. 

The  seamen  of  the  corvette  under  your  command,  by 
njustly  attacking  and  wounding  members  of  the  guard  at 
le  mole,  who  repaired  thither  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
lem  to  that  order  which  they  had  transgressed  by  their 
•ughtiness  or  drunkenness,  have  been  guilty  of  a  heavy 
rime,  according  to  our  laws.  They  are  now  under  trial 
efore  the  competent  authority,  which  is,  notwithstanding 
rhat  you  say  to  the  contrary,-  unquestionably  within  the 
irisdiction  of  the  nation ;  and,  until  the  cause  is  tcrmina- 
sd,  I  shall  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  refusing  to  de- 
ver  up  these  meri,  wholly  and  entirely,  as  yon  demand — 


although'  I  confide  in  the  sincerity  of  your  promise  to  pun- 
ish them  if  they  should  be  found  delinquent— inasmuch  aa 
by  the  laws  of  this  country,  I  have  neither  power  to  grant 
pardon,  nor  to  dispense  with  their  execution,  but  on  the 
contrary  am  bound  to  see  them  applied  in  all' cases  that 
may  occur. 

If,  aa  you  assert,  there  exists  a  number  of  causes  of  com- 
plaint between  the  two  Governments,  the  trisl  of  the  before 
mentioned  seaman,  against  which  you  protest,  guided  by 
false  statements  and  equivocal  doctrines,  cannot  serve  to 
nourish  that  discontent,  even  if  protests  were  solicited  for 
the  purpose,  because  your  Government  is  too  enlightened 
to  be  ignorant  of  what  constitutes  the  jurisdiction  of  na- 
tions, and  that  offonce  cannot  be  taken  by  any  other  when 
they  make  use  of  their  perfect  righU.  For  this  reason  I 
flatter  myself  that  this  just  and  refular  act  will  not  be  pro- 
ductive of  that  painful  and  gloomy  influence  which  you  in- 
sinuate, even  with  repetition,  no  doubt  in  entire  sincerity  ; 
while  I  am  pained  at  not  -being  able  to  comply  with  yooff 
wishes  touching  the  delivery  of  the  seamem  aforesaid. 

With  such  a  motive,  I  have  the  satisfiwtion  of  offering 
to  you  all  my  consideration^  as  your  most  affectionate 
friend  and  attentive  servant. 

CIRIACO  VASQUBZ. 
The  CoNXARDER  of  the  U.  S,  sloop  nf  war  Natchez. 

Mr.  Burrough  io  General  Gomez. 

CONSULATK  or  THB  U.   8.  OT  AXEBICA, 

At  Vera  Cn$Zt  Notember  9,  1836, 

at  half-poet  9  o'dodt^  A.  M. 

Sin  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday,  I 
beg  to  acquaint  you  that  I  do  not  acknowledge  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  military  tribunal  over  my  countrymen,  and  that 
even  if  such  a  monstrous  principle  could  be  admitted,  I 
should  still,  as  consul  of  the  United  States,  be  bound  ex 
officio  to  protect  and  defend  them,  and  to  see  that  justice 
was  impartially  rendersd  them — a  circumstance  that  alone 
precludes  my  appearing  as  a  witness  against  them. 

But  I  have  a  still  stronger  objection  to  urge,  and  it  ip, 
that,  having  referred  the  whole  matter  to  the  consideration 
of  the  chaigi6  d'aflaires  for  the  United  States  in* Mexico,  I 
do  not  feel  authorized  to  take  any  further  step  whatever 
therein,  until  I  receive  his  advice  and  instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  M.  BURROUGH. 

To  Gen.  GaieoBio  Gomiz, 

Commmnder  of  the  plaza  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Mr,  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

CONSULATB  or  THK  U.   8.  OF  AMERICA, 

At  Vera  Cruz,  November  12,  1836. 

Sir  :  Having  received  nothing  from  you  by  the  two  last 
mails,  I  am  fearful  that  my  letters  have  miscarried,  or  at 
least  the  one  under  date  of  the  2d  instant,  conveying  to 
yon  intelligence  of  the  occurrence  at  this  place  on  that  day, 
between  the  Mexican  soldiery  and  the  boat's  crew  of  the 
United  States  ship  Natchez. 

A  flairs  in  relation  to  the  prisoners  remain  as  when  I  last 
had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  subject.  The  author- 
ities have  had  no  further  conference  with  me,  pro  or  con, 
I  have  been  informed,  indirectly,  that  four  of  the  sesmen 
are  confined  in  the  hospital,  two  of  whom  have  been  at  the 
point  of  death,  froni  the  bayonet  wounds  received ;  it  is  also 
stated  that  the  other  two  were  this  day  examined  by  the  mil- 
itary authorities  touching  the  facts  of  charges  alleged.  The 
result  of  their  examination,  or  of  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  others,  1  have  not  been  able  to  learn. 

If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  can  l»ear  all  that 
has  recently  transpired  at  this  port  in  the  way  of  agt^ressions 
and  outrages  on  its  flag  and  citizens,  I  wish  no  longer  to 
have  my  life  jeopardized  by  a  residence  in  this  country; 
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and  I  do  contend  that,  anlesf  lome  decitive  roeararec  are 
adopted  bj  oar  Government,  in  justice  of  the  rif^hts  and 
libertiea'  of  her  citizens  in  Mexico,  our  lives  can  scarcely 
be  preserved.  But  so  long  as  I  remain  charged  with  the 
intereats  of  my  brethren  at  Vera  Cruz,  my  duty  shall  be 
done,  let  consequences  be  what  they  may ;  and  if  I  fall,  it 
vrill  be  in  a  just  and  virtuous  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  M.  BURROUGH. 

To  Hon.  PowHATAir  Ellts, 

Ckargi  ^ Affaires  U.  S.  A.,  Mexico. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  EUU. 

C0N81!LATB  07    U.  8.  OT  AmEKICA, 

At  Vera  Cruz,  November  14,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  nothing  to  communicate  in  regard  to  the 
American  seamen  ]>nprisoned  at  this  city,  further  than  that 
I  yesterday  received  a  letter,  signed  by  four  of  them,  in 
an  hospital  of  this  town,  stating  that  they  were  on  Satur- 
day taken  out  and  examined  by  the  authorities.  They  re- 
quest me  to  call  and  see  them,  but  as  yet  no  permission  has 
been  granted  me  to  visit  them ;  ond  whether  I  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  have  an  interview  with  any  of  them,  remains  yet 
to  be  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant  M.  BURROUGH. 

Hon.  PowsATAH  Ellis, 

Chargd  (PAffatpeg  U.  S.  A.,  Mexico* 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Burrough. 

Lkoatioh  of  TBS  Uhitbd  Statbs  of  Axkrica, 

Mexico,  November  15,  18J6. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  1 0th  instant,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents  in  relation  to  the  seamen  of  the  United 
States  ship  Natches,  reached  me  last  evening,  and,  on  their 
examination,  I  was  struck  with  amazement  to  find  diat 
General  Gregorio  Goniez  had  been  appointed  to  tho  com- 
mand of  the  plaza  at  Vera  Cruz,  after  his  dismissal  from 
the  service  for  improper  conduct  to  American  officeiB  at 
Santa  Anna  de  Tamaultpas.  In  the  present  age,  such  an 
instance  of  punic  faith  is  nut  to  be  found  in  the  history  of 
any  civilized  nation  on  eaith.  I  will  not  make  furthn"  com- 
ment on  this  extraonlinary  and  reckless  act  on  the  part  of 
this  Government.  The  day  of  retribution  will  come,  and 
a  heavy  one  it  wilt  be  for  the  people  Mexico. 

I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  procure  the  releaae  of  the 
American  seamen  now  held  in  confinement  by  the  arbitrary 
acts  of  the  authorities  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  will,  as  carjy 
as  possible,  advi«»e  you  of  the  result. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

POWHATAN  ELLI«. 

To  M.  BURROVOH,  Etjq., 

Uniltd  States  Consul,  Vera  Cruz. 


Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Mo/iasterio. 

Lkoatiox  or  the  Usttttd  States  or  Ahlrica, 

Mexico,   November  16,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  make  known  to  your  excel- 
lency that,  on  the  2d  instant,  a  boat  and  eight  men,  under 
the  command  of  Midiihipman  Ren^haw,  left  the  United 
States  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  then  at  anchor  off  Sacrilicio?, 
and  landed  on  the  mole  in  the  city  of  VeraTJruz.  During 
tho  al>seuce  of  this  officer,  who  bad  orders  to  see  the  con- 
sul of  tho  United  States  at  that  place,  the  crew  l^came  in- 
toxicated, and  one  of  them  unfortunately  got  into  a  quar- 
rel with  a  fisherman  on  the  mole.  The  guard  at  the  gate 
repaired  to  the  'scene  of  contention,  and  with  arms  fell 
upon  the  sailor.     The  rest  of  the  crew  hastened  to  his  as- 


sistance, but  were  ultimately  driven  into  their  boat,  vith 
the  exception  of  two  of  them,  who  were  ao  badly  wooadai 
that  they  could  not  TMire.  At  this  moment  Midshipnss 
Renshaw  arrived.  The  wind  being  high,  and  the  saikn 
incapable  of  working  the  boat,  ^  on  the  advice  of  tki 
oonanl,  requested  the  captain  of  the  port  to  receive  Umb 
In  charge  until  they  were  called  for  on  the  succeeding  daj. 
The  wounded  were  taken  to  the  hospital.  The  day  {al- 
lowing the  consul  of  the  United  States  demanded  thai  tb 
men  should  be  delTvered  to  the  officer  in  commaad  of  tbi 
boat ;  but  this  was  wholly  refused,  and  up  to  this  period 
they  are  detained  in  close  confinement,  and  the  oonad 
(whose  duty  it  is  provide  for  their  comfort)  is  not  pensiu 
ted  to  see  them.  From  the  Information  received  ia  nk- 
tion  to  this,  unpleasant  occurrence,  it  cannot  be  aaceitaioed 
whether  the  seaman  or  the  fisherman  was  to  blame  io  tk 
first  instances ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  men  acted  ii 
self-defence,  when  the  armed  soldiery  proceeded  to  m»A 
them  with  bayonets  and  cutlassed,  until  they  were  drtm 
into  their  boat  While  in  this  defenceless  situation,  soon 
of  them  weltering  in  their  blood,  the  Mexican  soldien,  A 
the  instance  of  an  officer  who  had  furnished  them  v'A 
cartridges,  were  in  the  act  of  firing  a  volley  of  maskctrj 
into  the  boat,  when  their  intention  was  defeated  b;  da 
timely  interference  uf  the  captain  of  tho  port,  whose  hi- 
mane  conduct  on  that  occasion  saved  the  lives  of  the  <^ 
and  crew.  If  the  seaman  was  tho  aggressor,  still  it  i«  la- 
lieved  this  will  not  present  such  a  case  as  to  warraai  tbi 
interposition  of  an  armed  guard  to  attack  a  drankea  «d^ 
defenceless  man,  whoae  life  was  pntin  imminent  dangrrb^ 
the  assailants.  That  the  balance  of  the  boat's  crew,  ani' 
mated  by  those  generous  feelings  which  always  exist  aaioDi 
men  in  their  condition  of  life,  should  throw  themsclw 
between  the  bayonets  of  the  Mexican  soldiers  and  their 
shipmate,  whose  life  was  thus  placed  in  jeopardy,  daser^a 
admirstion  and  praise  rather  than  chains  and  puoishiaeot 
There  is  no  evidence  of  a  fixed  design  to  treat  with  dirre^ 
this  Government,  or  the  authorities  at  Vera  Crux. 

The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  bii  wr* 
prise  that,  an  officer  liearing  a  commission  of  this  Govern* 
ment,  should  have  considered  it  any  portion  of  his  dalj  to 
instigate  his  men  to  fire  upon  unarmed  American  dtima 
situated  as  they  were,  and  much  less  could  he  have  arp* 
posed  that  the  authorities  at  Vera  Crux  would,  under  all  (hi 
circumstances  of  the  case,  incarcerate  them  with  a  rier  to 
their  puishment  under  the  municipal  laws  of  Mexioo*  I^ 
is  now  a  well  understood  principle  of  national  law,  thiie 
public  armed  vessel  of  a  foreign  Power  visiting  the  portt  a 
a  country  with   whom  her  Government  is  at  psacci  am 
conducting  herself  in  a  friendly  manner,  is  exemfit  fran 
the  jurisdiction  of  such  country,  for  the  very  olmou*  rea- 
son that  the  municipal  law  of  one  country  cannot  dtaaff 
the  law  of  nations  so  as  to  bind  the  cittxensandsobjacuol 
another  country.     Whenever  these  antagonist  prtBa|to 
come  in  opposition  to  each  other,  the  latter  most  fRW 
over  the  first.     If  it  were  otherwise,  that  good  undenttod- 
ing  among  ^11  nationa  so   necessary  to  promote  harmooj 
and  concord  in  their  intercourse  with  each  other  couJd  itot 
be  preserved.     The  undersigned  will  further  cema/^i /^ 
the  seamen  in  question  were  handed  over  to  the  cApiaio  of 
the  port  with  the  express  understanding  that  they  ^^'^ 
be  returned  on  the  succeeding  day.     Under  this  agrKOirot 
he  conceives  no  just  reason  can  be  urged  for  their  deteotiai 
at  this  lime.     He  has  therefore  no  hesitation  in  reqy«('^ 
youi  excellency  that,  if  the  facta  be  found  as  herein  fitil4 
be   will  cause  the  seamen  aforeaaid  to  be^deliTcred  to  the 
commander  of  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Natcbeii  or 
to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Vera  Cruz;  au^|^^ 
if  the  officer  of  the  guard  shall  prove  culpable  in  iowf*' 
ting  his  men  to  tho  commission  of  the  acts  as  detailtd,  be 
may  be  visited  with  merited  punishment. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportaoit;  t9 
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enaw  to  yonr  excelleney  the  awnraDce  of  his  Yeiy  dU- 
ingiiiihed  contideration. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  fab  Bxeellency  Josi  Maeia  Oktix  MowArrcaio, 
Acting  MmiaUr  ef 'Foreign  Affairs, 

Mr.  Btirrough  to  Mr.  Elfis. 

COXIIVLATB  07  THE  IJ.  StaTKS  OP  AxxmTCA, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  19,  1836. 

Sib:  Bj  thi«  morninf'f  mail  I  btd  the  honor  of  your 
•Mar. of  tho  15th  iiisUat,^«dTMing  that  my  ratpecu  of  tho 
Qih^  with  its  MOQaipaQinonts^  hs4  reached  you. 

Tho  American  seamiDn  are  yet  in  conflnement,  and  no 
»v«rtuiea  made  on  the  pari  of  the  authorities  of  this  Qot- 
irtinMat  lo  enable  me  to  visit  them»  nor  has  any  com- 
Msnication  beea  receiTed  in  relation  to  them  since  I  last 
MldfoieJ  you  in  their  behalf,  and  for  which  I  am  willing 
o  give  the  eredit.to  General  Gregorio  Gomes,  the  military 
(DonnandaBt  of  the  plaza  of  Vera  Cruz. 

fineloeed  I  hand  yoa  copies  of  two  notes  received  from 
hm  prieoners,  and  whom  I  shell  make,  perhaps,  another 
!&>rt  t*  see  in  the  eowee  of  a  day  or  two,  in  case  they 
ore  HOC  released.  1  haf  e  sent  them  a  little  money  through 
hm  beareia  of  the  two  notes,  but  am  apprehensive  that  it 
tmm  not  been  received.  Concluding  my  remarks  on  the 
nbjoet  of  said  seamen,  citiiens  of  the  United  States,  I  can 
Nit  assare  you  that  nothing  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting 
o  tiie  eftd  that  thay  may  be  released  and  protected  from 
ipproseion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  roopt  respectftilly,  your  obe- 
iient  servant,  M.  BURROUGH. 

The  Hon.  Powbatah  Euis, 

CKargi d^ Affaires  U.  S.  A.,  Mexico. 

The  American  Seamen  to  Mr.  Burrough. 

VsmA  Cnuz  Hosmtai.,  Novembtr  14,  1836. 

Resfictid  Sib:  We  were  informed  by  a  gentleman 
who  esamined  us  yesterday,  that  our  ship  had  sailed  from 
kam  port  a  fow  days  ago,  and  that  we  were  left  nnder  your 
MrotaetioB.  If  socb  ia  the  case,  we  ehould  feel  much 
ibligpsd  if  you  would  make  it  convenient  to  call  here  and 
MO  oa,  as  wo  stand  mueh  in  nesd  of  your  advice  at  pres- 
mt. 
y^e  remain,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

HENRY  HAVIST, 
JAMES  HOOPER, 
SAMUEL  LONG, 
R.  FREEMAN. 
For  the  AxiBiCAar  Covsdl,  Vera  Cruz. 


7h£  American  Seamen  to  Mr.  Burrough. 

Van  A  Cbvx  Paisoir,  November  19,  18S6. 
Rca»CTiD  SiB :  As  we  have  l)een  discharged  from  the 
hospital,  and  are  all  here  In  prison,  we  beg  leave  to  in* 
Ibrni  yuu  that  we  are  much  in  want  of  tobacco,  and  that 
WB  mm  not  allowed  a  sufficient  quantity  of  food,  in  conse- 
in^nee  of  which  those  that  have  been  in  prison  all  the 
inB«  are  getting  sick  and  will  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  bos- 
|rit«l.  We  should  feel  much  obliged  if  |rou  would  so  far 
mmteat  yourself  in  our  behalf  as  to  get  us  out  of  here, 
mdy  if  convenient,  we  should  be  thankful  by  your  calling 
biCB. 
We  are^  renecthilly,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

NATHANIEL  GROVES, 
SAMUEL  MOULDING, 
SAMUEL  LONG, 
JOHN  WILLIAMS, 
JOHN  DAVIS, 
JAMES  HOOPER. 


^  Mr.  Bttrrough  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

COSSVLATZ  OF  THI  U.  StATSS  OF  AviBICA, 

Vera  Cruz,  Nwember  S4,  1886. 

Sib  :  I  beg  to  advise  you  that  General  Antonio  Castro, 
the  military  commandant  general  of  this  department,  did 
me  the  honor  to  call  at  my  office  to-day,  and  stated  that, 
having  received  instructions  from  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  aeamen  of  the  United  States  ship 
Natchez,  detained  in  this  dty,  he  should  Issue  an  order 
for  their  liberation,  and  who  would  be  delivered  to  my 
charge. 

The  aaid  marinofa  have  not  as  yet  appeared,  Init  who 
will  probably,  according  to  promise,  be  presented  at  thia 
consulate  in  the  course  of  to-morrow.  I  shall  take  charge 
of  them,  and  diapoae  of  them  as  I  heretofore  Informed  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  moat  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  BURROUGH. 

The  honorable  Powratab  Ellib, 

Charge  fT Affaires  U.  S.  A.,at  Mexico. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Eliis. 

CoBaniATZ  ov  tbb  U.  Statbs  op  Axzbiga, 

Vera  Cruz,  Ihoember  26,  1886. 

SiB :  I  have  the  gratification  to  inform  you  that  iHm 
eight  American  seamen  belonging  to  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez,  and  who  have  been  detained  in  prison  by 
the  authorities  of  the  Mexican  Government  at  tbia  city  for 
the  period  of  twenty-three  daya,  were  yesterday  delivered 
to  my  charge  by  the  commandant  of  this  plaza. 

Endoeed  I  transmit  copies  of  letters  on  the  subject  of 
their  liberation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,, sir,  moat  respectfolly,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

M.  BURROUGH. 
Hon.  PowBATAB  Ellis, 

ChoTgi  (TAffitires  U.  S.  A.  at  Mexieo. 

The  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burrough. 

[Translation.] 

COXBABBABCT  GzBZBAL  Of  TIB  DzYABTXKBT  OW  VbBA 

Cbos. 

I  have  thia  day  given  a  suitable  order  to  the  military 
commandant  of  this  plaaa,  directing  him  to  deliver  over  to 
you  the  eight  marinera  belonging  to  the  American  aloop  of 
war  Natchez,  against  whom  a  prosecution  was  instituted 
in  consequence  of  the  quarrel  which  they  had  with  certaia 
Mexican  dtizena,  and  of  the  leaiataDce  which  they  made 
to  the  guard  of  the  mole ;  hoping  that,  in  conformitv  with 
what  you  were  pleaaed  to  aignify  to  me  in  the  conwrence 
which  we  held  thie  morning,  they  m^  be  chastised  by  the 
competent  authoritiee  of  their  own  nation,  according  to  the 
laws  which  there  exist,  and  in  a  manner  corresponding  to 
the  crime  which  they  have  commiutod  in  this  republic 

With  this  motive,  Mr.  Consul,  I  have  the  honor  to  oflbr 
to  you,  respectfully,  ray  consideration  and  esteem. 

God  and  Liberty. .   Vera  Cruz,  November  84,  1886. 

ANTONIO  DE  CASTRO. 

The  CoBsuL  of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz. 

COBSULATX  or  TBK  UbITZB  StATZS  OF  AvZBICA, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  85,  1886. 

Sib:  I  am  honored  with  your  letter  of  yeeterday,  and 
by  which  I  am  informed  that  an  order  has  been  paased  to 
t%  commandant  of  this  plaza,  in  virtue  of  which  the  eight 
aeamen  belonging  to  the  United  Statea  ahip  Natchez,  de- 
tained by  the  authoritiee  of  thia  Government  under  the  ac- 
cusation of  infringing  the  laws  of  the  Mexican  republic,  in 
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A  cooflici  with  dtizena  of  the  country,  and  for  reai^ing 
the  militsiy  guard  at  the  molo. 

In  punuanca  of  joar  command,  aeven  of  the  aaid  tea- 
men were  delivered  at  this  consulate  at  the  hour  of  1 1 
o*clock  this  day,  since  which,  the  ether  has  presented  him- 
self, and  who,  it  appears,  was  detained  by  illness  in  the 
hospital. 

Responding  to  that  part  of  yoor  letter  by  which  you  ap- 
parently enjoin  it  as  a  condition  of  the  liberation  of  the 
afore-nientioned  seamen,  that  they  be  chastised  by  the 
competent  authority  of  mj  Government,  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  Umted  States*  I  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that  a  communication  on  that  subject  from  the  com- 
mander of  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  under  cover  of 
a  note  from  this  consulate,^  bearing  date  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, has  already  been  made  to  the  then  military  com- 
mandant general  of  this  department,  in  which  the  said 
commander  refers  to  a  letter  of  previous  date,  addressed  to 
the  aforesaid  authority,  expressive  of  his  profound  regret 
at  the  unfortunate  occurrence  of  the  2d  instant,  and  where- 
in he  assures  the  incumbent  of  office  «thst  if,  on  inquiry, 
tho  provocation  should  appear  to  have  originated  from  the 
American  seamen,  the  onenders  should  receive  condign 
punishment ;."  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  good 
faith  of  Captain  Mervine,  commander  of  the  United  States 
ship  Natcbes.  But,  as  this  consulate  is  in  possession  of 
no  testimony  that  the  American  seamen  are  delinquents, 
the  converse  being  proven,  and  by  ample  testimony,  that 
they  were  wantonly  attacked  and  unmercifully  beaten  and 
wounded  by  the  military  guard  and  other  assailants  at  the 
mole  of  this  city,  on  the  morning  of  the  Sd  instant;  and 
unleM  some  proof  at  least  be  adduced  that  they,  the  said 
seamen,  were  the  aggressors,  I  am  constrained  to  expreM 
my  disapprobation  of  the  justice  of  your  requisition  regard- 
ing their  chastisement. 

Having  already  protested  against  the  unjust  and  arbi- 
trary detention  of  said  American  seamen,  I  now  solemnly 
protest  against  the  inquisitorial  proceeding,  or  trial,  insti* 
tttted  against  them  by  your  predecessor  in  office,  during 
which,  I,  as  consul  of  the  United  States,  and  ex  ^eio 
their  natural  guardian  and  protector,  was  excluded  alt  com- 
munication with  them,  my  sufibring  countrymen,  notwith- 
standing I  mado  three  several  and  distinct  applications  for 
liberty  to  communicate  with  them,  and,  if  necessary,  to 
minister  to  theif  icomfort. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration  of  per- 
sonal  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.BURROUGH. 
To  AvToviu  Castso,  Esq., 

the  Militttry  Com.  General  of  Ote  Dept  of  Vera  Cruz, 


Mr,  Mofutalerio  to  Mr.  Ettie. 
[Transletion.] 

PaLACI  or  TBS  NaTTOITAL  OoTXaHMXlTT, 

MexieOf  December  2,  1836. 

The  andenngned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  AAirs, 
has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis  a' 
copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Department  of  War, 
relative  to  the  delivery  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
in  Vera  Cruz,  of  the  seamen  of  the  American  sloop  of 
war  Natchez,  who  were  imprisoned  on  account  of  the 
quarrel  in  which  they  were  engaged  on  the  mole  of  that 
port. 

The  undersigned,  while  transmitting  this  document  to 
the  Hon,  Powhatan  Ellis,  as  the  result  of  hb  note  upon 
this  subject,  renews  to  him  the  assurance  of  his  very  djs- 
tingnished  consideration  and  esteem.  m 

J08B  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONA8TERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Poweatait  Elus, 

Charge  iPJffairea  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Tomel  to  Mr.  Mbnaeterio. 

[T'ranslation.] 

BzrAmTMxirT  or  Wab  axd  Makivz, 

Section  Sd,  Comnumdaney  General  of  the  JkfoH' 
ment  of  Vera  Crux,  Mesa  lei,  Wo.  718. 

EzcsLLXiTT  Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  soperior  sole 
of  your  excellency,  of  the  19th  instant,  excusing  fMK 
difficulties  which  embarrassed  the  termination  of  the  pis- 
paratory  proceedings  instituted  upon  the  quarrel  moved  t; 
sundry  sailors  of  the  American  sloop  of  war  Natcha,  m- 
ing  the  merits  which  sustain  thpse  inatru^ons,  sad  (A- 
lowing  the  desires  of  the  Supreme  Government,  I  bm 
this  day  closed  the  subject  in  questioa,  leaving  wicomprt- 
mited  the  national  decorum,  by  delivering  over  to  the diip*' 
sition  of  the  consul  of  the  United-  States  of  the  North,  *! 
said  mariners,  who,  by  their  ignorance  and  excenn,  M- 
dered  themselves  Hable  to  proceedings  whieh  they  tbfli- 
selves  provoked'*-that  functionary  having  proroissddiiCki 
would  send  them  by  the  first  vessel  tbatoffiBiedtothspif< 
er  authority,  to  whom  he  would  recommend  tbat  fhej 
should  receive  condign  punishment  for  their  oflbnosi;  td 
in  doing  myself  the  honor  to  communicate  this  to  yoor » 
celiency,  in  reply  to  your  note  aforesaid,  I  have  alsaibl 
of  renewing  to  your  excellency  the  assoranoe  d  vj  n- 
spectful  consideration. 

Ood  and  Liberhr.     VxmA  Cacs,  November  24^  16M. 

ANTONIO  DB  CASTBO. 
.     7b  his  Excellency  the  Mimeier  of  War  and  Marine. 

Copy  :  Msxico,  November  29,  1836. 

JUAN  L.  VELA8QUE8  DR  LEON. 
Copy  :  Mszico,  December  2,.  1836. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

Mr.  BlHs  to  Mr.  Burrough. — Extract. 

LXOATIOX  op  TBC  UviTBD  StaTES  OF  AXZBICA, 

Ifesrico,  DeeemBer  3,  IM 

Sib: 

•  •  •  •  «  t 

I  am  exceedingly  gratified  to  learn  tbat  tha  Amffiraa  w 
men  have  been  discharged,  and  trust  you  may  sooa  hm 
an  opportunity  to  sand  them  to  Pensacola. 

With  great  respect,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  M.  BumaoveB,  Esq. 

United  Stales  Consul  Vera  Cruz. 

Mr.  MonoMlerio  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

[TranalaUon.] 

Palace  of  trx  Natioval  Gotkbkvxht, 

Mexico,  December  6,  I8M. 
The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Forngn  hSat^  h* 
ihe  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  to  the  honorable  Poirbitta 
Ellis,  a  copy  of  another  communication  which  bchvi^ 
ceived  from  the  Department  of  War  upon  lbs  ^*>9 
made  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  in  Vers  Cnstf 
the  eight  mariners  belonging  to  the  sloop  of  w^r  of  w 
nation  called  the  Natchex ;  and  thereupon  renews  low 
the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  considertfioo  w 
esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTER^. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatav  Elus, 

Ctutrgi  d^  Affaires  of  the  U.  S.  ofAnuriea. 


Mr.  Tomel  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 
[Translation.] 

DxPAMTlCSjri'  OF  WaB  and  MABlJilf 

Section  Sd,  Meaneo,  Deeembert,  i^M- 
Under  date  of  the  26th  of  November  last  past,  lb*  em* 
mandant  gAieiBl  of  Vera  Cru2  addresi«d  me  u  fcUo^- 
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SxosiLBVT  8im :  ProTwion  luiving  b«CD  made  by  the 
nilitwy  eooraiMidant  of  thu  plua  for  delivmng  to  the 
pcMisul  of  the  UmMd  Staioi  of  the  North  the  eight  eeaawn 
wUmgiiig  to  a  4oop  of  war  of  tiMt  nation,  the  Natehai,  aa 
roar  excellency  was  ad  Weed  in  my  official  note.  No.  718, 
if  ihft  34th  mamnt,  the  said  commandant,  under  date  of 
ho  S6th  9i  the  nmo  month,  thos  report*  to  me :  "  In  doe 
alfilnaent  of  the  decree  taaned  by  yoar  ezceUenoy,  embrae- 
ng  a  eommary  of  iostractiona  about  the  seamen  of  the 
kneriean  aloop  of  war  Natchca,  aoeaeed  of  barring  drawn 
wm*  «pon  the  guard  of  the  mole,  according  to  your  note 
d  yonCorday,  tba  eight  marinore  referred  to  hoTO  been  d^ 
ivcved  over  to  the  oonaul  of  their  nation  in  this  port, 
brosgh  one  of  the  adjutants  of  tlie  plasa,  as  he  waa  by  me 
MMDoaioMoned  to  do.  And  I  have  the  honor  to  announce 
be  mam»  to  your  ezceUency,  in  reply  to  your  noto  aforo* 


t» 


And  I  remit  it  to  your  excellency  for  your  information 
md  that  of  the  excellnH  President  ad  interim^  to  whom 
ton  will  be  pleased  to  say  that  this  buaneas  is  now  ler- 
ntnntod. 

By  order  of  his  excellency,  I  enekeee  it  to  vou  for  your 
nforoMtion  and  such  purpose  aa  you  may  deem  fit. 

God  and  Ubert^.  TORNBL. 

The  aHing  MtmtUr  of  Foreign  AffairB, 
3o|iy  :  Mexico,  Dteember  6,  1896. 

J08£  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONA8TERIO. 

Mr,  BUts  to  Mr.  For$ytk. 

Lbcatioh  or  Tax  Uxitxd  Statks  of  Axbbica, 

MexicOf  December  22,  1836. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  eoclose  the  balanoe 
)i  the  correspondence  between   the  acting   Ministor    of 
foreign  Afiiursfor  the  Mexican  republic  and  myself,  which 
eJ  to  the  demond  of  my  passports. 
I  am,  with  great  rej»pect|i  your  most  obedient  servsnt, 
•  POWHATAN  ELU8. 

Hon.  JoKH  FoastTB, 

Seeretary  of  StaUt  Wfuhingtm  City. 

Mr,  Monatterio  to  Mr.  EUU. 
[Translation.] 

Pala-Ci  or  THE  National  GoyxaNXSHT, 

Mexico f  November  15,  1836. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatait  Ellis, 

Chargi  d^ Affaire*  of  the  U.  S.  America. 

The  onderrigned,  soting  Ministor  of  Foreign  Affiurs,  has 
nforaaed  the  honorable  PowhaUn  Etlia,  through  bis  priTato 
lote  of  the  8d  of  October  last,  and  his  official  noto  of  the 
I8d  of  the  same  month,  that  in  order  to  reply  to  the  one 
rooa  his  eicellency  of  the  S6th  of  depto:nt»er,  in  which  he 
loio  forth  Tsriona  redamalions  on  the  part  of  the  United 
teloe  of  America  against  the  Meiican  Goeemmant,  it  was 
meaatary  to  collect  all  the  important  data ;  some  of  wliich 
oaoe  to  he  obtained  from  diflbrent  authoritiee  and  officers 
wth  within  and  without  the  capital,  because  they  did  not 
ippoar  in  the  Department  of  Relationa;  but  now,  with  such 
m  are  before  the  undersigned,  he  hastens  to  reply  to  said 
Hio,  although  it  may  not  be,  upon  all  and  every  point  em- 
meed  in  it,  yielding  to  the  urgency  of  Mr.  Ellis,  and  do- 
drtng  to  give  him  a  proof  that  the  supreme  administration 
»f  the  republic  is  not  onmindfol  of  these  a£Urs,  and  that 
thore  has  not  been  any  the  slightest  omimion  on  the  part 
if  this  deportment,  in  giving  the  neceasary  expknatlona. 

Before  entering  upon  the  matter,  the  undersigned  b»- 
lieveo  that  ho  ou^  to  eetablish  a  preliminary  basis  for  the 
hotter  maderstanSng  of  hb  reply  to  each  one  of  the  charges 
snbnoad  m  the  noto  of  the  honorable  P.  Ellis.  The  14th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation 
■abaistiBg  hrtwean  thia  lopoUic  and  the  United  Statea  of 
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America,  provides  that  both  Oeveraoisnto  guaranty 
especial  protection  to  the  penens  and  property  of  ^  citi- 
sens  of  each  other,  <«  lenvmg  open  and  free  to  them  thetrt« 
bunala  of  justice  for  tfaair  judicial  reeonrae,  on  the  anno 
terms  which  sre  usual  and  customary  with  the  natives  or 
citiiens  of  the  country  in  which  they  may  be ;  for  which 
tbi^  may  employ,  in  defence  of  their  rights,  such  advocates, 
soiidtofi,  notories,  agents,  and  factors,  as  they  mar  judge 
proper,  in  all  their  trials  at  law,"  dtc. ;  and  henoe^  from  tho 
tenor  of  this  paragraph,  it  is  evident  that  this  pn>tection  ia 
limited  to  a  resort  to  those  tribonsis,  whose  -acceee  is  thus 
londered  easy,  and  that  the  laws  of  the  country  are  made 
to  bear  upon  them  with  alt  due  impartiality.  By  leaving 
the  parties  interested  to  carry  on  their  own  affiurs^  they  can 
discusi  and  anrnnga  the  points  at  iaiue  without  the  diioct 
interpoeitiod  ot  their  respective  Oovemments,  which  might» 
in  soms  cases,  sfTsct  their  Interests.  On  the  same  prin- 
ciple, all  thoee  reclamations  which  have  for  their  object  the 
proceeding  of  officers  of  the  customs  in  fulfilment  of  the  laws 
of  finance,  for  abuses  which  may  have  been  committed,  do 
not,  in  any  manner,  attach  to  the  Biecutive  of  the  lopub- 
lic,  but  ought  to  be  examined  before  tiie  tribunals  of  tho 
district  and  circuit  and  in  the  supreme  court  of  justice^  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  proceedings  established  by  Isw, 
without  making  them  matter  of  diplomatic  discussion,  so 
long  as  the  parties  intorested  are  not  denied  thoss  legal  re- 
eources  which  are  open  to  Mezicansi  hut  without  the  ono 
pretending  to  rights  which  the  others  do  not  enjoy,  inas* 
much  as  thsre  could  not  exist  two  different  leglslationa  for 
natives  and  foreigners ;  and  theae,  all  of  whi^  they  may 
claim  in  virtue  of  tlie  treaty,  are,  that  the  latter  may  bo 
judged  by  the  aame  lawe,  and  by  the  aametribunals  as  tho 
former.  The  undersigned  is  induced  to  make  this  obser* 
vation,  becauae  he  diecovers  that,  in  general,  the  reclama* 


ttons  contained  in  the  noto  now  under 
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confined  to  the  affiiirs  of  individuals  whoae  trial  and  adjual* 
ment  belong  to  the  jadiciaiy  of  the  repobtic ;  he  will,  there- 
fore, leave  its  spplication  to  the  several  points  coming  ander 
it,  and  pass  to  a  conaideration  of  them,  foHowiag  the  oider 
in  which  they  have  been  placed  by  the  chaigi6  (Paflairea  of 
the  United  8cates. 

The  first,  rdativo  to  the  proceedings  had  at  Tabatoo  upoft 
the  cargo  of  the  American  schooner  Northampton,  and  the 
injuries  inflicted  on  her  csptain,  is  entirely  unknown  to  tho 
Department  of  Relations;  and  hence  it  is,  that,  because  of 
the  relation  made  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  the  neoeesaiy 
information  has  now  been  called  for,  with  a  view  to  take 
such  order  on  it  as  the  fsots  may  ju^ttify. 

The  coraplainto  of  the  citisen  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America,  John  Baldwin,  againat  the  anthoriiies  ef  Ouaaa- 
onalco,  form  the  second  subject  treated  of  in  the  honoraMo 
P.  £liis*s  noto ;  and  an  examination  of  the  doeomento  in 
tfie  case  movoe  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  griovan* 
ces  which  Mr.  Baldwin  haa  borne,  and  however  aiMlrary 
tho  acta  of  aaid  autboritiea,  the  party  intereated  otight  to 
have  aooght  rrparatioQ  for  them,  and  punlshraent  of  hia 
aggfossers,  belbre  the  proper  tribunals,  whose  aetion  waa 
alike  open  to  foreigners  and  nativss.  Nevertheless,  as  ho 
haa  placed  hia  cause  in  the  hands  of  the  charg^  d*afiaiius  of 
his  nation,  who  haa  transmitted  it  to  the  deportment  in 
charge  of  the  undersigned,  the  Supreme  Government  wiH 
take  such  part  in  the  aame  as  is  proper.  What  blame  can 
attach  to  the  Government,  because,  up  (b  this  time  the  suilt 
instituted  againat  Mr.  Baldwin  have  not  tormlnated  in  tho 
reepeotive  courts,  sseing  that  it  has  constantly  done  eveiy 
thing  in  its  power,  which  was  to  writo  to  the  autboritiea 
urging  them  to  administor  prompt  and  ample  jnatice,  by 
placing  in  their  true  light  the  acta  of  which  he  oomplatoed, 
and  punlahing  those  who  might  prove  culpable  ?  Thia  ia 
air  the  Intervention  which  the  supreme  Executive  power 
has  in  snbjecta  of  this  nature ;  and  the  independence  wMdt 
has  been  placed  between  it  and  the  Judiciary,  would  draw 
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Mexican  AJfaxn* 


upon  Um  Bztfcutive  a  heavy  rcsponsibilitj,  if  it  ahQuUl  pro- 
ceed io  any  other  manner  to  adminitter  the  laws  by  itself. 
In  the  legation  now  under  the  charge  of  the  honorable  P. 
iUlia,  there  are  many  conununicatiooa  which  prove  that  the 
Government  of  the  ondenigned  has  folfiiled  ito  daties  to- 
wards Mr.  Baldwin,  as  the  repeated  orders  which  were 
given  to  the  Governor  of  the  Stale,  now  department  of  Vera 
Crua,  will  show  that  it  has  never  disregarded  the  obligation 
imposed  upon  it  of  giving  due  protection  to  all  iohabitants 
of  the  republic,  without,  however,  trespassing  beyond  the 
limits  which  the  laws  designate. 

The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  remarking,  before 
leaving  this  point,  that  the  conduct  of  said  Baldwin  has  not 
been  so  circumspect  and  reguUr  as  is  stated  in  his  mani- 
tMto;  since  there  have  been  instituted  against  him  six 
criminal  causes  in  the  court  of  Acayucan ;  and  there  are 
other  complaints  against  his  proceedings,  according  to  in* 
formation  lodged  by  the  commissioner  of  Guazacuslco, 
which  will  be  duly  made  known  to  the  legation  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stat^ ;  and  hence  it  is,  although  the  Supreme  Mexican 
Government  might  have  bad  power  to  interpose  more  di- 
rectly in  these  subjects^  carried  away  by  a  ilesire  to  relievo 
the  party  interested  from  his  sufferings,  the  course  which 
the  respective  tribunals  took  would  have  prevented  it  from 
doing  so ;  and  resting  upon  these  principles  the  department 
repelled  the  idea  advanced  by  Mr.  Anthony  Butler,  in  bli 
iiote  of  the  6th  of  September,  1833,  relative  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Baldwin,  that  it  would  be  treated  as  a  nstionsl  question 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico ;  because  the  case 
of  an  individual  could  not  assume  such  a  character,  when 
it  essentially  belonged  to  the  judiciary,  and  the  Government 
had  done  all  within  its  power  and  authority — much  less 
when  there  were  data  so  little  favorable  to  the  complainant. 
The  light,  then,  in  which  the  silaxr  in  question  ought  to  be 
viewed^  iS|  whether  the  Supreme  Government  has  granted 
to  him,  or  not,  due  comfort  and  protection ;  and  it  being 
demonstrated,  as  well  by  this  clear  exposition  as  by  docu- 
ments in  the  possession  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  that  it 
has  been  the  first,  the  Government  stands  absolved  from  all 
irtaim  that  can  be  brought  against  it.  But  to  give  a  new 
proof  of  tlie  desire  which  has  always  animated  it  to  bring 
•iMUt  a  prompt  and  happy  termination  of  this  subject  for 
Mr.  Baldwin,  it  has  addressed  an  energetic  representation 
to  the  proper  authority,  to  the  end  that  if  there  should  be 
yet  any  cause  pending,  justice  may  be  awarded  to  him  with 
4ue  promptitude  and  impartiality. 

The  documents  existing  in  the  department  under  the 
charge  of  the  undersigned,  are  not  sufficient  to  form  a  die- 
tinet  idea  of  the  case  relatit e  to  the  occupation  of  the  Amer- 
ioan  brig  Topas  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  to  convey  troops 
from  Matamoras  to  Galveston ;  and  the  same  have  been 
therefore  applied  for  at  the  Department  of  War,  where  they 
ought  to  be ;  but  from  those  which  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  undersigned,  he  adduces  that  said  brig  waa  freighted  by 
the  oommaifdant  of  Anahuac  to  convey  the  troops  aforesaid ; 
and  that  on  the  voyage,  the  mariners,  wishing  to  posaeas 
themselves  of  the  money  which  was  on  board,  formed  a 
plan  to  assassinate  the  Mexicans  who  manned  the  schooner, 
fhe  being  wrecked,  aod  they  having  escaped  in  the  boats. 
io  fact,  after  having  thrown  Captain  Ryder  into  the  sea, 
and  secured  the  troops  in  the  hold,  they  proceeded  to  assas- 
sinate two  officers  of  this  republic,  when  one  of  them  esca- 
ping, gave  the  alarm;  the  troops  broke  open  the  batches, 
foil  upon  the  authors  of  the  mutiny,  killed  the  pilot,  who 
waa  the  ringleader,  and  secured  the  others,  in  order  thst 
Ihey  might  be  tried ;  and  although  these  attempts  of  the  crew 
were  attributed  by  them  to  the  Mexican  soldiery,  two  cap- 
tarns  of  other  vessels  of  the  United  States,  who  arrived 
Bobsequently  at  Anahuac,  and  who  believed  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  investigate  the  matter,  decided  sgainst  the  marineia, 
vpon  hearing  their  contradictory  teatimony.  If  these  have 
oceurred  as  stated,  it  ii  very  clear  that  no  blame  can  be 


charged  upon  the  Mexican  Government  for  the  death  «flhi 
captain  and  pilot  of  the  Topaz.  9ut.the  undcnigBediil 
cuefuUy  examine  the  documents  which  he  has  csUed  ^ 
ia  oidei  to  fix  these  acts  and  .thai  relative  Io  the  dcfnlia 
of  the  achooner  in  ■  question. 

As  regards  the  oaae  of  the  acboontr  Bfuoria,  it  itni' 
dent,  from  the  respective  testionony  in  the  esse,  thst  bi* 
cause  of  the  bad  condition  in  which  she  found  heisitf  it 
the  port  of  Vera  Crux,  in  the  year  1833,  her  ask  wssji* 
termined  on ;  but  as  the  comaMndaot  of  marina  kn  lk< 
department  informed  the  Supreme  Government  that  he  W 
not,  nor  was  it  in  his  power  to  give^  official  iafonsstia 
whether  or  noi  said  vessel  belonged  to  the  natiooal  sfsii- 
ron,  and  that  he  had  simply  heard  it  aaid  As  wsi  thi 
property  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  pressed  into  lb 
serviee  of  the  colonists  of  Austin  to  transport  troops fnn 
Galveston  to  Matamoras,  and  that  the  owner  had  sbsadwii 
her  with  protest  for  loss  and  damage,  it  was  ordseed  by  iki 
Miniater  of  War  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  if  itthorii 
be  eflected,  aa  well  as  reoomprnse  for  the  use  which  y 
been  made  of  the  vessel,  should  be  deposited  in  the  tHM* 
ury  of  the  same  Department  of  Marine,  to  cover  the  ha 
and  damage  which  the  party  interested  had'sustaiaedrli 
whidk  end  ii  was  also  recommended  lliat  a  samniaiy  una- 
Ugation  should  be  made  as  to  who  was  the  owner.  AbI 
hence  it  is,  if  he  had  presented  his  claim  as  it  shaoU  hM 
been,  the  same  would  have  been  liquidated  immediilriT 
sfter  the  pasrago  of  the  decree  in  his  favor  by  the  8o|iicw 
Government — a  decree  issued  without  any  recUotlii^ 
either  official  or  private,  having  been  made,  but  pronplii 
solely  by  the  principle  of  justice  which  sustained  thcpii^ 
interested.  In  virtue  whereof,  as  soon  as  the  doconcsti^ 
legally  certified,  shall  be  presented,  proving  the  ovaerif 
said  vessel,  and  all  else  that  is  neoewary,  suitable  metaHV 
will  be  taken  for  such  indemnifieation  as  may  VftyttL 

The  claim  of  Mr.  Aaron  Leggett,  a  cttisen  of  the  Usilci 
States  of  America,  for  the  loss  in  Tabasco,  during  the  ^ 
183!2,  of  his  steamboat  called  «  Hidalgo,*'  bssbeeaiab- 
mittcd  to  due  examination,  and  from  this  investigttioB  it 
results  that,  acciirding  to  contract,  and  in  virtue  of  ^ 
privilege  granted  to  said  vessel,  it  was  his  duty  io  tnai' 
port,  gratis,  national  troops,  whenever  required  bj  tki 
public  ser\'ice,  notwithstanding  which,  Leggett  wsi  ptfi 
at  that  time  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirtytbM 
dollars  and  one  real  for  freights ;  that  when  the  vesiel  sv 
strsnded  she  was  occupied  in  the  service  of  her  propncH^ 
and  not  in  that  of  the  republic;  and  dlis  acddeot  renM 
from  the  bad  condition  of  the  boat,  and  from  the  eicenin 
cargo  on  board ;  that  neither  the  oapital  nw  the  om* 
employed  by  Leggett  could  have .  effiKrted  the  caOisi  4 
enough  dye-wood  to  load  the  eight  vesaels  rsfsrre^  M  J* 
his  writings,  sinoe^  according  to  the  declarstions  of  ^ 
contractors  for  cutting  this  wood,  it  waa  not  to  fasw  bM 
delivered  until  the  year  following  that  in  which  be  arfi^ 
the  damagea  complained  of;  that  Leggett  having  di^ 
proved  the  contract  which  was  concluded  by  his  stttn^ 
he  could  not  then  reckon  upon  freight  for  said  vendH 
which  annihilation  of  the  contract  obliged  Mesns.  BisM 
and  Gallagher  to  dispose .  of  their  fomiture  end  sisek  n 
trade,  in  order  to  pay  the  <iontractora  for  the  wood;  tsdn 
this  waa  situated  forty  or  fifty  leaguea  in  the  interior  (■■ 
the  coast,  it  is  evident  that,  even  when  cut,  somsfasrtf 
five  months  would  be  necessary  to  bring  It  to  the  point  ■ 
embarcation.  Nur  could  he  have  had  ajniffirieotqMstiy 
to  load  the  .vessels  referred  to,  inasmuch  as  it  wm  iofO* 
sible  to  obtain  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thonssnd  q^^^ 
ol  logwood  which  he  mentionB,  with  the  sonll  ni>* 
wherewith  he  was  provided.  It  is  also  evident  dnllkl 
value  of  Leggett's  steamboat  oould  not  be  monv  •utfiftj 
Co  some,  than  aixteen  or  eighteen  thoossnd  doOu^^ 
according  to  others,  from  six  to  eight,  and  from  four  lo^ 
thousand  dollars;  and  that  said  individual  being  aM''*  \ 
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he  public  traasury  for  impo^ta  due,  he  was  forced  to  pay 
bejD,  and  a  valuation  of  his  efiecU  being  made  by  akilful 
lersoiif,  by  order  of  the  competent  authority,  their  just  e»- 
imate  was  set  down  at  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  one 
iondred  dollars. 

Iq  Tirtue  of  this  exposition,  the  supreme  Mexican  Gov- 
ronient  conceives  itself  exonerated  from  paying  to  Kr. 
leggett  the  sums  which  he  claims  for  losses  and  damages, 
ams  exaggerated  by  chimerical  calculations,  as  is  also  seen 
y  the  same  investigation ;  and  henco  it  is  the  Government 
as  determined  that  the  party  interested  must  go  before  the 
ibaoals,  whose  access  is  open  to  him,  should  he  oven  in- 
ist  upon  the  matter,  which,  in  its  nature,  admits  of  much 
tigaiion.  These  provisions,  dictated  by  the  Minister  of 
^ar,  have  been  already  made  known  to  Mr.  Leggett  by 
be  department  in  charge  of  the  undersigned,  and  as  he 
u  not  conformed  to  them,  but  has,  in  place  of  resorting 

>  the  tribunals,  as  is  the  law,  for  a  judgment,  repeated  his 
litances  before  the  Supreme  Government,  soliciting  a  new 
itnlution,  which,  if  it  can  be  admitted  by  the  attributes 
f  the  Exe<'utive,  the  undersigned  will  have  the  honor  to 
ommanicate  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  as  soon  as  it  is 
Ude  known  to  him  by  the  respective  department. 

As  Foon  as  the  Supreme  Government  received  infonna- 

00  of  a  publication  made  in  New  York  by  the  captain  of 
M  brig  Tndostryy  Mr.  McKeige,  referring  to  what  he  had 
ifiered  in  Tabasco,  and  complaining  of  the  proceedings  of 
le  authorities  and  employees  there^  it  ordered  that  a  legal 
i^estigation  of  these  acts  should  be  instituted,  which, 
avmg  been  done,  and  it  being  proved  that  the  judge  of 
le  district  and  the  commandant  of  the  guard  of  that  cus- 
MB-hoQse  were  guilty  of  the  heavy  charges  alleged  against 
lem,  a  corresponding  suit  was  ordered  to  be  formed,  and 
terited  chastisement  inflicted.  This  has  been  carried 
urough  all  the  forms  prescribed  by  law,  and,  for  its  speedy 
vmination,  the  undersigned  has  issued  suitable  directions 

>  the  end  that,  according  to  its  result,  just  measures  may 
)  adopted  to  indemnify  Mr.  McKeige  for  the  losses  and 
joiies  which  were  occasioned  him  by  some  individuals 
ho,  by  their  mercenary  and  imprudent  conduct,  have 
wpromited  the  bonor  of  their  nation. 

.This  is,  as  regards  the  imprisonment  of  Captain  Mc- 
^ige,  and  the  sum  of  money  exacted  for  bis  own  and  his 
Msers  liberal  ion,  and  for  the  detention  of  the  latter,  since, 
t  regards  the  crew  of  the  same  having  been  obliged  to  en- 
ige  in  a  combat  which  occurred  between  the  Government 
oops  and  other  disaflected  persons,  it  appears  that  the 
ariners  entered  voluntarily  into  that  labor,  and  were  not 
lUged  by  force,  as  the  said  captain  of  the  brig  asserts ; 
id  it  further  appears  that  the  giievances  which  the  cap- 
b  says  ho  suffered  in  piision  arc  exaggerated,  as  well  as 
at  the  military  commandant  of  that  city  took  any  part  in 
flicting  tlie  wrongs  of  which  he  complains. 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  the  American  brig  Paragon, 
a  Department  of  War  not  having  communicated  to  that 

Rehtions  tlie  result  of  the  apprehension  and  trial  which 
Bs  ordered  against  the  captain,  officers,  and  men  of  the 
itional  schooner  Tampico,  as  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  the 
aited  States  was  duly  advised,  the  undersigned  hss  issued 
suitable  order,  that  he  may  be  informe<l  of  what  has  oc- 
trred  up  to  this  time,  with  a  view  to  communicate  the 
me  to  die  honorable  P.  Ellis. 

The  subject  of  the  detention  at  Campcche  of  the  Ameri- 
^n  brig  Ophir,  reduces  itself  to  the  following:  The  visits 

the  military  inspectors  and  of  health  were  made,  and  he- 
re the  arrival  of  the  custom-house  guard,  the  captain  of 
«  vessel  demanded,  with  repeated  urgency,  that  he  should 
t  permitted  to  go  on  shore ;  and  this  being  granted  to  him, 

1  maliciously  attributed  the  measure  to  the  captain  of  the 
>rt,  supposing  it  had  been  done  to  prejudice  him,  when 
le  truth  is,  it  was  granted  at  his  own  request,  and  he  car- 
ed his  impression  to  such  an  exticme  as  to  accosa  him 


before  a  tribooal  and  to  ask  his  punishment  for  an  act  of  pui« 
condescension.  On  landing,  the  captain  of  the  vessel  pre- 
sented his  private  manifesto,  omitting  his  general  one,  whei  e- 
by  he  became  immediately  responsible  to  the  law,  for  which 
fault  the  judge  of  the  district,  considering  that  the  vessel 
should  answer  for  said  general  manifesto,  whicli  ought  to 
have  been  presented  in  the  very  act  of  coming  to  anchor, 
agreeably  to  the  requisitions  of  the  law  of  the  3  Ist  of  March, 
1831,  commanded  that  she  should  be  properly  secured  until 
the  conclusion  of  the  trial  which  was  about  to  ensue,  and 
discharged  the  carso.  For  this  purpose,  and  fearing  the 
escape  of  the  vessel,  he  removed  the  sails,  depositing  them 
in  store*houses,  and  placed  over  them  a  small  guard,  which 
was  subsequently  augmented ;  and  he  caused  the  vessel  to 
be  brought  nearer  to  the  city,  because  of  the  continued 
threats  of  her  escape,  of  setting  on  fire  the  tar  which  ahe 
contained  in  order  to  destroy  those  who  guarded  her,  and 
of  others  sufficiently  insolent  and  insulting.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  vessel  was  condemned  to  the  penalty  of  confiscat  ion, 
but  the  captain  having  appealed  from  this  sentence,  and  the 
judgment  having  passed  through  all  its  legal  forms,  the  same 
was  revoked,  the  vessel  being  ordered  to  be  restored  upon 
security,  as  was  in  fact  done,  and  the  captain  again  taking 
command  of  her;  and  when  in  virtue  of  this,  he  could 
navigate  freely,  he  put  to  sea  without  anv  cargo  whatever, 
leaving  in  the  possession  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
all  his  sea-papers :  and  this  precipitate  and  clandestine  step 
was  occasioned  by  a  dispute  about  the  interests  which  the 
captain  aforesaid  of  the  vessel  in  question  had  with  his 
surety. 

It  results  from  this  exposition  that  the  Mexican  authori- 
ties have  not  in  any  manner  exceeded  their  powers,  since 
the  detention  of  the  vessel  had  its  origin  in  the  want  of  her 
general  manifesto ;  but  when  that  was  remedied,  she  was 
declared  free,  and  so  returned  to  her  captain«  Thus,  then, 
it  dues  not  appear  that  the  reclamation  in  this  case  is  well 
founded,  nor  is  there  any  justification,  so  far  as  the  Mezi-< 
can  republic  is  concerned,  for  the  injurioys  and  highly  of- 
fensive protest  against  its  officers  and  employees,  which  the 
captain  of  the  vessel  in  question  noted  before  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  in  Campeche,  actuated  by  the  grievances 
referred  to  which  he  brought  upon  himself,  and  which  were 
actii  determined  by  law.  The  Government  of  the  under- 
signed, therefore,  believes  that  that  of  the  United  States  of 
America  has  been  misinformed  as  to  these  events,  and  that, 
when  advised  of  what  has  really  occurred,  it  will  disapprove 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Brittingham,  of  the  brig  Ophir,  as 
well  liecause  of  tlie  inaccurate  statements  which  he  has  trans- 
mitted to  it,  as  of  tho  protest  aforesaid,  wherein,  with  as 
much  injustice  as  wantonness  and  audacity,  he  alleges  so 
many  charges  against  the  Mexican  republic ;  and  upon 
which  particular  it  does  not  appear  that  the  cabinet  at 
Washington  have  taken  any  steps,  or  even  manifested  its 
displeasure  or  its -disposition  to  satisfy  in  any  manner  the 
just  complaint  of  a  friendly  nation  for  so  injurious  a  libel, 
notwithstanding  tho  same  was  conveyed  to  it  through  the 
medium  of  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  republic. 

As  it  does  not  appear  that  any  reclamation  or  comphini 
has.  been  presented,  up  to  this  time,  to  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, upon  the  impressment  of  the  American  brig 
Martha,  by  the  Mexican  called  the  Montezuma,  and  as  the 
first  intimation  of  this  subject  which  the  department  in 
charge  of  the  undersigned  has  had,  b  that  communicated 
in  the  note  of  the  honorable  P.  Ellis  of  the  26th  September 
last,  no  reply  can  be  returned  to  it  with  due  knowledge  of 
the  facts ;  and  in  order  to  do  so,  the  proper  authorities  have 
been  called  upon  to  furnish  the  corresponding  details  and 
information,  which  the  undersigned  will  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  your  excellency  with  all  promptness. 

In  regard  to  the  capture  of  the  American  schooner  Han- 
nah Elizabeth,  the  undersigned  has  recommended  to  the 
Minister  of  Wsr  the  most  prompt  remission  of  the  sum- 
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Inary  of  proceedings  upon  thit  subject  which  the  command- 
ant general  of  New  Leon  and  Tamaulipaa  was  ordered  to 
institute,  as  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  announce  to 
the  honorable  P.  Ellis  in  bis  note  of  the  17th  of  July  last; 
and  as  soon  as  he  can  obtain  the  document  be  will  commu- 
nicate to  him  the  result. 

This  Department  has  also  called  anew  upon  that  of  War 
for  such  facts  as  may  come  to  hand  touching  the  outrages 
which,  it  is  aaid,  were  committed  in  Matamoras  by  a  party 
of  armed  Mexican  troops  upon  the  consul  and  others,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  which  formed  the  subject  of  the 
honorable  Mr.  Ellis's  note,  addressed  to  the  undersigned 
on  the  9th  of  September  last ;  and  he  will  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  advise  your  excellency  of  the  same. 

There  being  no  previous  information  in  this  Department 
relative  to  the  occurrences  in  the  case  of  the  schooner 
Eclipse,  of  Mobile,  they  have  been  requested  to  be  furnished 
by  the  Department  of  Finance,  for  the  purpose  of  answer- 
ing under  this  bead  the  note  of  Mr.  Bilis,  to  which  the 
present  note  of  the  undersigned  refers. 

As  a  consequence  of  notice  bad  in  Matamoras  in  April 
last,  that  some  hostile  vessels  were  cruising  in  our  waters, 
and  destined  for  that  post,  the  commandant  general  of  those 
departments  ordered,  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  that  the 
departure  of  every  vessel  from  the  bars  of  the  same  should 
be  suspended,  and  that  they  should  draw  as  near  as  pos- 
sible to  the  city,  in  order  that  they  might  be  protected  by 
the  /ire  from  the  plaza  in  case  of  aggression ;  but  this  pro- 
vision, which  lasted  only  a  very  few  days,  notwiihstauding 
it  was  called  for  at  the  time  by  the  best  interests  of  the 
national  service  and  the  safety  of  the  vessels  aforesaid,  was 
disapproved  by  his  excellency  the  President,  because  the 
provision  had  not  been  dictated  by  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment, which  alone  has  the  power  to  make  use  of  this  in- 
herent right  of  all  nations,  instructing  said  commandant 
general  tliat  no  port  should  in  any  event  be  closed  without 
superior  authority,  because  of  the  evils  which  might  be  oc- 
casioned to  conAnerce.  It  appears  that,  on  this  occasion, 
no  injury  did  result — at  least  the  Supreme  Government  has 
heard  no  complaint  of  such,  and  the  undersigned  there- 
fore believes  that  this  would  be  considered  a  sufficient  re- 
ply to  the  reclamation  growing  out  of  the  detention  of  the 
•chooncrs  Jane,  Compeer,  and  other  vessels  of  the  United 
States  of  America  ;  more  particularly  if  it  be  remembered 
that  the  proceeding  in  question  was  not  confined  exclusively 
to  them,  but  to  all  vessels  then  in  Matamoras,  whatever 
might  have  been  their  destination,  including  national  ones. 

The  Government  of  the  undersigned  has  no  information 
of  the  act  to  which  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  refers,  of  the 
American  consul  in  Tabasco  having  been  required  by  an  al- 
calde of  that  city  to  authenticate,  with  bis  consular  seal, 
certain  public  documents ;  and  because  of  the  same,  in  or- 
der to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  matter,  a  statement  of  the 
necessary  facts  has  been  required  of  that  functionary,  the 
XMuU  of  which  the  undersigned  will  make  known  to  the 
charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Your  excellency,  after  specifying  all  the  subjects  which 
have  been  thus  replied  to,  goes  on  to  say  that  Mexican 
armed  vessi'ls  have  fired  upon  and  insulted  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  of  America ;  that  her  consuls  have  been  mal- 
treated and  insulted  by  the  authorities,. private  citizens  as- 
sassinated, arrested,  and  scourged  like  malefactors ;  their 
property  condemned  and  confiscated,  &c.  -,  but  as  these 
charges  are  made  in  terms  so  general,  the  Supreme  Gov. 
ernment  of  the  republic  desires  that  they  may  be  specified, 
before  taking  them  into  consideration.  The  Government 
would  have  taken  as  much  pleasure  in  repairing  losses  and 
injuries  which  have  been  unjustly  suffered  in  Mexico  by 
citiaens  of  the  United  States,  and  in  giving  satisfaction  for 
insults  inflicted  on  the  flag  of  the  same,  as  is  the  feeling  of 
regret  which  has  been  caused  by  some  reclamations,  which 
.are  either  unfounded,  because  those  who  present  them  have 


rendered  themselves  liable  by  thdr  own  conduct  to  i>roeeei 
ings  intended  to  correct  abuses  and  arbitrary  acti;  or,  I 
they  were  in  truth  commiited  in  the  republic,  it  hu  beep 
against  the  constant  desire  of  the  National  GevemmcDtibt 
there  should  be  preserved  in  all  parts  those  considenlioH 
due  to  the  citizens  of  friendly  Powers;  against  its  eiiA 
and  endeavors  that  there  should  exist  no  difference  betwea 
them  and  the  natives  of  the  country ;  and,  in  finr,  ^psA 
its  repeated  dispositions  that  before  all  tribunals  and  totho- 
rities  they  should  receive  protection,  and  speedy  anil  tnpb 
justice  be  awarded  to  them.  Because  of  this,  aadwitb  Ai 
object  of  vindicating  the  national  honor,  so  far  as  it  caali 
compromitted  by  the  acts  to  which  the  honorable  P.  ESi 
collectively  refers,  and  of  giving  new  proofs  of  therecdtod^ 
probity,  and  decorum  of  those  principles  which  have  ioil 
time  governed  the  conduct  of  the  Supreme  Meiictnii 
ministration,  it  will  esteem  it  a  favor  to  receive  a  ctatniMt 
of  all  existing  causes  of  complaint,  promising  justice  lal 
impartiality  towards  that  of  the  United  States  of  America 
who  will  be  convinced  of  the  exaggeration  used  Iry  tie 
claimants  in  presenting  their  demands,  through  motim 
which  it  is  needless  to  mention — endeavoring  theitbj  lo 
reap  advantages  which  they  could  never  otherwise  obta^ 
and  to  escape  punishruent  for  misdemeanors  which  tlii 
commit  in  contempt  of  the  laws  of  the  country  where  tbiy 
prosecute  their  speculations,  although  it  ftiay  be  at  thsa* 
pense  of  compromiting  the  friendly  relations  and  good  ^ 
mony  between  this  and  the  nation  to  which  they  belong. 

But  although  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  mij 
be  thus  willing  to  admit  the  just  demands  whidh  majk 
presented,  and  ready  to  repair  the  injuries  which  but 
been  occasioned  in  this  republic  to  the  parties  interested  ■ 
them,  it  cannot  be  indiflercnt  to  the  crimination  made  ii 
the  note  of  the  Hon.  P.  Ellis,  to  which  the  undersigned ii 
now  replying,  when  it  is  constituted  the  author  of  i&^ 
wrhiiTWry^  and  violent  act* — acts  in  which,  if  they  bin 
been  committed,  the  Government  has  had  no  part  whttew, 
inasmuch  as  they  owe  their  origin  to  authorities  sod  prinli 
individuals,  and  those  whieh  have  come  to  its  nodes  bm 
met  with  their  merited  displeasure  and  reprehension.  1^^ 
one  single  act  can  be  adduced  in  which  the  Supreme  Ge*- 
ernment  has  manifested,  even  remotely,  a  disposiu«<D  til 
least  unfavorable  to  the  preservation  and  exteoado  i 
friendly  political  relations  with  foreign  Powers ;  and  oa  Aii 
account  believes  that  It  has  not  deserved  these  reprotch(% 
nor  that  there  should  have  been  practised  towards  it  a  M* 
ing  of  indulgence  on  the  part  of  any  of  them,  such  at  ib 
Hon.  Mr.  Ellis  ascribes  to  the  President  of  the  MM 
States;  a  feeHng  which,  in  such  cases,  is  degrading  to  Ai 
party  in  whose  favor  it  is  exercised.  Even  supposmg  (U 
the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  tho  United  States  agamst  Ac 
Mexican  republic  had  acquired  all  that  degree  of  certaiBtf 
and  justice  necessary  to  deduce  the  obligation  of  thestM 
to  accord  to  them  due  satisfaction,  if  the  Goveroincot  hv 
not  denied  such  satisfaction,  it  does  not  merit  the  tj^&t 
tion  of  this  spirit  of  indulgence  or  toleration :  how  dukI 
less,  then,  does  it  deserve  the  exercise  of  that  spirit,  vbei 
all  such  proofs  are  wanting  in  the  reclamations  in  question 
and  when  it  has  not  resisted  the  adiustment  of  theta  • 
Hence  it  is  that  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  iM 
seen  with  surprise  aAd  regret  these  phrases  and  others  ■ 
the  note  of  the  honorable  charge  d*aflaires  of  the  UbIin 
States,  and,  prompted  by  its  own  dignity,  by  its  deeoroB| 
and  by  the  national  honor,  it  commands  the  oodemgo* 
to  convey  these  sentiments  to  your  excellency,  and  to  ststo 
to  you  that  the  Government  is  now  disposed,  as  it  ev«l"J 
been,  to  fulfil  its  obligations  as  prescribed  by  the  l*w JJ 
nations  and  the  special  treaties  which  have  been  concloW 
by  the  republic,  and  as  it  has,  in  fact,  fulfilled  them  is  • 
many  cases  as  have  been  presented.  It  will  listen  ™ 
pleasure  to  the  r'>clamations  which  may  be  presented  fonso* 
ed  in  justice,  as  those  no  doubt  will  be,  to  which  the  bsB* 
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nible  P.  BIIk  alludes,  rnioe  the  Ooverament  cff  the  Usi- 
d  StafM  will  hifve  di  vetted  them  of  the  ezaggentione  end 
lillk*  with^wbich  the  parties  interaited  are  aecDstomed 
I  ffamiQTid  ibem,  and  from  the  grataitou*  chargea  of  vio- 
nee  anil  arbitrarineaa  which  they  attiibote  to  the  aothori- 
M  and  officen  who,  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  duties,  take 
ire  (bat  the  laws  of  their  country  are  enforced  with  the 
lost  rigid  and  exact  application. 

Tbe  undensigned  cannot  conclude  this  commnnicatioii 
ithout  making,  although  with  reluctance,  the  observation 
iat  the  very  frequent  complaints  and  demands  on  the  part 
f  tbe  citizens  of  the  United  States,  could  be  nHich  better 
legsd  against  them  for  the  irregular  conduct  which,  in 
ABy  cases,  they  have  practised  in  the  prosecution  of  com- 
lerce.  The  contraband  which  they  l&ave  been  engaged 
I,  MpeciaRy  in  Texas,  is  notorious ;  and  often  protesting 
I  igiierance  which  they  could  not  have  of  the  laws  of 
itnee,  they  have  omitted  the  requisiteB,  or  documents  ex- 
led  by  these,  thereby  giving  rise  to  the  confiscatSon  of 
Mir  eargnes  or  vessels,  to  the  imposition  of  fines  and  other 
malfiea,  against  which  they  declaim  without  reason,  be- 
tose  they  are  founded  in  justice,  paying  no  attention  to 
le  tnilh  that  they  ought  to  be  subject  to  the  laws,  usages, 
id  statutes  of  the  country  wherein  they  carry  on  their 
iieantile  speculatione-^a  measure  naturel  in  itself,  and 
rpreesly  provided  for  in  the  8d  article  of  the  treaty  of  am- 
f,  eomnerce,  and  navigation. 

It  is  not  intended  by  this  that  the  Government  of  the 
ulersigned  confounds  in  these  inequalities  all  the  citizens 
f  the  (Joited  Slates ;  it  knows  and  is  certain  that  there  are 
any  lowborn  no  reproech  whatever  can  attach,  since  Chey 
i«e  demeaned  themselves  with  every  delicacy,  honor,  and 
rcumspectjon,  in  all  employments  to  which  they  have 
woied  Ihemseives ;  nor  much  less  must  it  be  supposed 
M  the  Mexican  Government  throws  out  these  ideas  to 
nn  matter  of  reclamation  against  the  Government  of 
faihiDgton,  for  it  well  knows  that,  from  the  conduct  ob- 
f^ed  by  the  citisene  of  that  nation,  no  responsibility  can 
rait  te  it,  both  because  it  cannot  control  the  same, 
id  because  it  has  in  no  manner  approved  such  con- 
let.  These  same  considerations  should  operate  towatds 
M  ef  the  Mexican  republic,  as  regards  the  misdemean- 
«  wbieh  have  been  committed  by  citiiene  of  that  coun- 
f ;  drcumsiances  which  ought  not  to  be  viewed  by  either 

•  one  or  the  other  Government  as  indicating  a  disin- 
iiation  to  cultivate  and  extend  their  relations,  nor  as 
Mglect  or  an  omieslon  to  impart  to  them  that  protection 
hidi  they  are  bound  to  afford  by  the  law  of  nations  and 

•  treaties  which  they  have  concluded.  In  proof  of  this 
[Bvietion  of  the  Supreme  Government,  the  undersigned 
iO  remark,  in  passing,  that  not  even  the  recent  event 
uching  the  Mexieanx  schooner  Correo,  was  thought  to 
vte  compromitted  that  of  tbe  United  States ;  its  reclaroa- 
xts  were  directed  with  a  view  of  putting  a  stop  to  the 
mdalotts  proceedings  of  the  authorities  of  New  Orleans, 
wards  a  vestel  <»f  war  belonging  to  a  fiiendly  nation,  and 
r.  Ellis  well  knows  that,  on  the  other  hand,  his  Gov- 
nment  abslauied  from  all  intervention  in  a  roost  direct, 
Mr,  and  undeniable  insult,  inflicted  on  the  Mexican  flag, 
cause  the  subject  was  pending  before  the  judicial  power 
that  country.  The  undersigned  protests  that  these  ap- 
ications  are  not  adduced  for  the  purpoae  of  warding  off 
kisfaction  for  the  just  reclamations  which  the  Government 
the  United  States  may  have  against  this:  far  from  it; 

>  has  said,  and  he  repeats,  that  the  latter  is  ready  to 
ove  as  mud],  and  he  has  sought  onl^  to  show  that  in 
IBS  it  has  had  no  part ;  that  in  those  which  have  occur- 
d  it  has  Ailfllled  its  duties ;  and  that,  if  it  has  not  been 
we  obsequious  to  the  complaining,  it  was  becfiuee  the 
Rdamental  laws  of  the  country  have  too  well  defined  its 
'wers,  and  hence  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  unjust  to  blame 
t  Government  because  these  powers  have  not  been  ex- 


tended so  far  as  might  be  desiied,  in  order  to  render  more 
effective  the  protection  which  it  owes  to  the  citizens  of 
friendly  nations;  but  if  these  citizens  do  come  into  there' 
public,  knowing  its  laws,  and  knowing  also  that  they  are 
to  be  subject  to  them  during  their  residence  in  the  country, 
both  in  their  profeasions  and  speculations,  it  is  so  much  the 
more  unjust  that  the  Government  should  be  condemned  for 
not  being  at  liberty  to,  proceed  in  any  other  manner  than 
that  specified  in  these  same  laws. 

The  undersigned  has  now  replied  to  the  note  of  the  hon- 
orable P.  Ellis,  with  such  observations  as  he  believed  ajN 
propriate,  and  to  all  the  points  embraced  in  it,  although 
important  data  upon  some  of 'them  ore  wanting,  yielding, 
as  has  been  before  said,  to  the  urgency  of  his  excellency, 
that  he  might  receive  a  prompt  reply.  This  urgency  would 
have  bad  nothing  strange  in  it,  if  it  had  not  been  accom- 
panied by  an  intimation  that  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  would 
retire  from  his  public  functions  in  case  of  not  receiving  a 
response  as  early  as  was  desired.  This  was  the  more  un- 
expected to  his  excellency  the  President  ad  interim,  inas- 
much as  he  did  not  deem  a  delay  in  the  reply  depending 
solely  upon  causes  which  the  undereigned  had  already 
made  known,  a  sufficient  justification  for  such  a  step ;  and 
when  he  knew,  on  the  other  hand,  that  even  the  cabinet  at 
Washington  had  not  given  any  reply  to  the  Mexican  min- 
ister in  those  States  up  to  the  4th  of  October,  to  notes 
which  he  addressed  to  it  In  the  mouths  of  August  and 
September,  and  upon  subjects  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  interests  of  the  two  nations ;  but,  be  this  as  it  may,  the 
undereigned  has  complied  with  his  duty,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  possible.  He  again  offere  to  transmit  to  the  honor- 
able Mr.  Ellis  the  result  of  the  information  and  documents 
which  be  has  called  for,  as  mentioned  in  their  respective 
places;  and  he  avails  himself  with  pleasure  of  this  opportuni- 
ty to  renew  to  his  excellency  the  assurances  of  bis  very  dis- 
tinguished consideration  and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr,  Mofuuicrto, 

hheXTlOV  or  TAB  UviTSD  StaTXS  OP  AMXaiCjl, 

Mexico,  December  7,  1836. 
To  his  Excellency  Joav  M4bia  Obtis  MorrASTaaio, 
Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Ajfain. 

The  undersigned,  diarg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  Staled 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  excellency's  note  of  the  15th  ultimo;  in  answer  to  his 
of  the  26th  of  September  last  past,  in  which  your  excellen- 
cy states  that  it  is  necessary  to  establish  a  preliminary  basis 
in  reference  to  the  true  interpretation  of  the  I4th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  subbisting 
between  the  United  States  of  America  aad  the  Mexican  re- 
public, before  a  final  answer  can  be  given  to  the  various 
reclamations  preferred  against  this  Government.  That 
article  providee  that  **bolh  the  contracting  parties  promise 
and  engage  to  give  their  special  protection  to  the  persons 
and  property  of  the  citizens  of  each  otijcr,  of  all  occupa* 
tions,  who  may  be  in  their  territories,  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction of  one  or  the  other,  transient,  or  dwelling  therein, 
leaving  open  and  free  to  them  the  tribunals  of  justice,  for 
their  judicial  recourse,  on  the  same  terms  which  are  usual 
and  customary  with  the  nations  or  citizens  of  the  country  in 
which  they  may  be  ;  for  which  they  may  employ,  in  defence 
of  their  rights,  such  advocates,  solicitors,  notaries,  agents, 
and  fiu;tora,  as  they  may  judge  proper,  in  all  their  trials  at 
law  ;  and  the  citizens  of  either  party,  or  their  agents,  shall 
enjoy  in  every  respect,  the  same  rights  and  privileges, 
either  in  prosecuting  or  defending  their  rights  of  pereon  or 
of  property,  as  the  citizens  of  the  country  ^here  the  cause 
may  be  tried." 

That  part  of  the  treaty  above  quoted,  it  is  alleged,  pro- 
vides for  the  redress  of  most  of  the  complaints  of  cltizena 
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of  the  United  States  agaiiut  tbu  Governin«nt  in  the  jadi- 
cial  tribunals  of  the  country,  where  alone  they  are  propei- 
ly  cognizable,  and  which  cannot  now  be  made  the  sul^ect 
of  diplomatic  discussioji  and  arrangement  between  the  two 
Governments. 

It  would  seem,  from  the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  compact 
itself,  that  the  acknowledgment  of  this  right  in  the  treaty, 
placing  ciiixens  of  each  nation  on  the  same  footing  with 
natives  in  their  courts  of  justice,  was  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent the  delays  incident  to  an  appeal  to  the  Government 
of  the  injured  psrty ;  but  its  admission,  although  under 
such  high  authority,  cannot  be  considered  as  amounting  to 
the  extinction  of  sU  other  modes  of  redress  before  existing 
in  relation  to  the  same  subject.  If  such  had  bean  the  in- 
tention of  the  contracting  parlies,  they  would  have  so  es- 
pressevl  themselves ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  limitation 
of  the  kind,  a  fair  and  ju»t  construction  of  the  treaty  will 
leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  intention  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments at  the  time  of  its  execution.  The  first  clause  of  the 
conventional  law  in  question  expressly  guaranties  special 
protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of 
each  other ;  with  what  reason,  then,  can  it  be  said  that 
the  courts  of  the  party  from  whom  reparation  is  demanded, 
and  which  may  refuse  to  award  justice,  shall  be  the  cxilu- 
aive  judges  ijii  the  injury  sustained  by  the  citizens  of  the 
other  1  It  is  the  peculiar  attribute  of  sovereign  power  to 
ask  for  redress  from  an  offending  nation,  when  there  may 
be  just  cause  of  complaint,  apd  to  pursue  such  measures 
as  tho  law  of  nations  may  allow  in  the  vindication  of  its 
rights.  If  the  language  of  that  article  confines  citizens  of 
the  Utiited  States  to  seek  protection  in  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals of  the  country,  in  certaii)  cases,  it  would  follow  as  a 
necessary  consequence  that  their  decisions  would  be  final ; 
the  complainant  could  not  look  for  redress  beyond  the  er- 
mine of  the  bench.  He  would  have  to  submit  to  its  jugd- 
ments,  however  erroneous  and  unjust  they  might  be ;  and, 
in  that  event,  Uie  courts  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Govern- 
ment would  become  the  sole  arbiter  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments on  all  questions  arising  out  of  the  infraction  of 
treaty  stipulations,  in  which  the  United  8ta'es  might  feel 
it  to  be  her  duty  to  protect  the  commercial  interests  of  her 
citizens.  Such  a  doctrine,  the  undersigned  u  well  per- 
suaded, cannot  be  sustained  either  upon  principle  or  prece- 
dent. It  will  be  recollected  that  many  of  the  claims  now 
urged  for  adjustment  arise  out  of  the  illegal  seizure  and 
cundemnation  of  vessels  and  cargoes  by  the  same  tribunals 
to  which  your  excellency  is  pleased  to  say  we  can  alone 
resort  for  indemnification.  To  call  upon  the  judges  of 
these  courts,  under  such  circumstances,  to  reverse  their 
judgments,  and  to  declare  to  the  world  the  errors  in  the 
rendition  of  their  previous  decrees,  would  be  a  useless  waste 
of  lime ;  and  it^  as  it  appears,  such  a  course  is  to  be  insist- 
ed on,  it  can  be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  i ejec- 
tion of  these  claims  by  tho  Mexican  Government.  When 
a  vessel  is  illegally  seized  by  the  offiocn  of  a  Govemmetit, 
the  injury  is  twofold :  first,  in  relation  to  the  individual 
injury  sustained  by  all  interested  in  tho  vessel  and  cargo ; 
and,  secondly,  in  relation  to  the  right  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  injured  party  has  to  make  such  seizure  the 
subject  of  diplomatic  inquiry  and  reclamation,  if  it  shall  be 
found  that  the  proceedings  had  in  the  case  are  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  well-establishod  principles  of  internation- 
al law.  If  this  be  true,  the  decisions  of  the  oourta  of  Mex- 
ico cannot  be  held  as  final,  inasmuch  as  the  United  States 
would  thereby  be  precluded  from  the  exercise  of  an  un- 
questioned right  of  sovereignty  to  make  investigation  into 
all  cases  where  complaints  are  made,  to  the  end  that  she 
may  extend  her  protection  lo  those  entitled  to  receive  it. 
It  is  not  contendeid  that  ibe  Government  of  the  undersign- 
ed claims  the  right  to  reverse  the  judgments  of  the  courts 
of  the  Mexican  republic ;  but  if  the  property  of  her  citizens 
has  been  seized  and  condemned  in  violation  of  the  law  and 


iiaagea  ob^rvad  among  all  nations  in  their  coAHieKial  in- 
tercourse  with  each  oUidr,  it  is  her  province,  as  it  ii  ka 
duty,  to  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  ackaral- 
edged  rights.  What  has  been  the  practice  of  other  n* 
tions  under  similar  circumstances  !  Many  of  the  GofOB' 
mants  of  Europe  have  acknowledged  the  redaiaatioai  of 
the  United  Statea  against  them,  without  urging  thepn* 
tension  (now  advanced  by  Mexico,  under  the  14th  aitidi 
of  the  treaty  before  cited)  to  avoid  a  juat  respoiuibilit;  fff 
spoliations  committed  by  them  on  theoomroerceof  a  frtair 
ly  and  neutral  Power.  It  is  believed,  in  all  the  iDfltiBM 
alluded  to,  citizens  of  the  United  States  enjoyed  the  am 
privileges  that  those  now  resident  in  Mexico  do,  wds 
treaty  stipulations.  Notwithstanding  which,  when  Aq 
asked,  through  their  Government,  reparation  for  da 
wrongs  inflicted  upon  them  by  those  Powers,  they  vend 
no  time  referred  to  the  judicial -tribunals  of  the  oooatiji  ■ 
the  only  means  of  obtaining  redress,  although  in  dmaj  i 
the  seizures  then  made,  there  was  no  final  condenuntw 
passed ;  yet  all  such  cases  formed  the  subject  of  redaat- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  were  ukintfett 
acknowledged  as  just.  These  impressions,  which  bv( 
been  made  upon  the  mind  of  the  undersigned  by  a  renew 
of  the  question  under  consideration,  have  led  him  to  ikf 
conclusion  that  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  booonUi 
Mr.  Monasterio,  which  limits  citizens  of  the  United  Stila^ 
having  certain  claims  against  this  Government,  to  a  icMt 
to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  Mexico  for  indemity,  i»  vhsBj 
indefensible. 

In  the  case  of  John  Baldwin,  your  excellent  rfrnvh 
that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  grievances  home  by  kia 
and  however  arbitrary  the  acts  of  the  Mexican  sathoritiii 
the  party  interested  ought  to  have  sought  reparatioa  fa 
them,  and  punishment  of  his  aggresaions,|beforB  the  pnfi 
tribunals ;  that  the  conduct  of  said  Baldwin  hss  not  1*0 
so  circumspect  and  regular  as  he  has  repressoled,  iB# 
much  as  there  have  been  instituted  against  him  mx  cfii^ 
nal  prosecutions  in  the  court  of  Acayucan.  As  ta  Ai 
prosecutions  alluded  to,  upon  an  examination  of  the  nfr 
ords  of  the  court  where  they  were  instituted,  it  appn* 
that,  in  the  year  1832,  a  criminal  process  was  lerrdd 
John  Baldwin,  as  a  smuggler  of  cochineal,  by  the  calM 
of  rents  at  Fetapa.  The  judge  before  whom  the  acticnia 
brought,  ordered  his  personal  efifecta  to  be,  in  conseqtKV^ 
oonflscated ;  but  that  functionary  being  declared  iaoonpet^ 
to  decide  in  the  matter,  it  was  remov^  to  a  legally  caw- 
ted  tribunal,  where  it  was  proven  that  Bsldwio  bad  Gtft 
acquired  the  cochineal  in  question,  and  Iravelied  with  iti> 
the  most  open  and  public  manner.  The  aoeosar  kii'' 
testified  that  he  had  seen  Baldwin  colleeliag  cochiaid: 
that  his  only  ground  of  suspicion  was  the  fact  of  bi^ 
beon  informed  that  he  had  left  Petape,  nod  takes  tb^^ 
rection  to  Malpaso ;  and  that  he  himself  did  not  koovlW 
Baldwin  had  ever  conveyed  cochineal  to  Maipaso»  «iih* 
without  custom-house  passes ;  nor.was  the  circonutiBC** 
his  alleged  illegal  4rade  established  by  any  witoesi.  T^ 
counsellor  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  absolvai  l|* 
party  accused  from  the  charges  preferred  agaioat  hiiOi  ^ 
ordered  a  restitution  of  the  embargoed  eflfects*  The  j«^ 
of  Tebuantepec  confirmed  this  opinion  of  the  cooom 
and  ordered  the  junta-central  of  that  place  to  reimliursethi 
sufferer.  A  small  portion  of  the  effiseta  only  wen  it- 
turned.  Availing  himself  of  the  law,  which  makei  e*^ 
individual  member  of  such  bodies  responsible  in  sucbcei^ 
Baldwin  brought  a  demand  for  the  balance  of  faiig^ 
against  Juan  Jose  Salinas,  the  only  one  of  thojoaiivbt 
was  able  to  pay;  but  the  influence  aud  power  of  tbiip<'' 
son  were  so  great  as  lo  prevent  the  judge  from  eMcaUl 
his  sentence,  and  even  to  jeopardize  the  life  of  BtU'^ 
who,  from  considerations  of  personal  safety,  hsdts<bi^ 
don  the  prosecution  of  his  claim,  and  leave  the  coM^- 
Notwitlistanding  the  result  of  the  prosecutions  at  K^ 
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in,  •Qd  the  cmel  and  **  icmndtloos  prooeadingi^'  of  tb« 
idMiitiei  at  Ouaiacualco  exerciaed  toward*  thii  nnfortn- 
ite  individual  and  hia  family,  (for  the  life  of  hie  wife  waa 
teinpCed  by  one  of  the  aoldiere  mapping  a  piatol  at  her 
VMt,  while  ID  the  punuit  of  Baldwin,  in  his  own  houae,) 
id  hie  acquittal  from  the  falee  charges  preferred  against 
im,  and  the  manifest  inability  of  the  ciWl  authority  to 
rotect  him,  he  ia  now,  after  a  Ispse  of  five  years,  to  be 
inied  over  to  theee  identical  authoritiea,  who  have  been 
te  caoie  of  all  his  auflferings,  to  redress  his  wrongs— al- 
toogh  it  is  confessedly  true  that  this  Government  is  bound 
)  protect  the  persona  and  propeity  of  all  American  citi- 
MIS  in  the  United  Mexican  Sutea!  The  inability  or  fail- 
re  of  the  judiciary  to  protect  Baldwin,  he  having,  in  the 
1st  inttaoce,  sought  satisfaction  before  that  forum,  cannot 
w>lvs  this  Government  from  ita  obligation  to  fulfil  ita 
■ties  in  regard  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  resident 
I  the  country ;  and  whatever  may  have  been  his  indie- 
elioDs,  he  is  liaUe  to  the  penalties  of  the  law  for  his  im* 
oper  actB ;  but  they  will  not  excuse,  much  less  justify, 
is  perMcations  at  Minatitkn  and  elsewhere. 
In  the  case  of  the  schooner  Brazoria,  the  undersigned 
htppy  to  see  a  recognition  of  its  justice.  He  would, 
iwever,  beg  leave  to  aay,  that  the  valuation  of  the  vessel, 
i  the  time  of  het  impressment  into  the  service  of  the 
tlonists  of  Austin,  must  be  considered  the  standard  of  in- 
NDiiity,  and  not  the  product  of  her  actual  ssle,  under  an 
idcr  of  the  Mexican  Government  after  abe  had  been  se- 
ously  damaged,  during  twelve  montba*  service,  in  time  of 

In  reference  to  the  claim  of  Aaron  'Leggett,  your  excel- 
ney  siatee  that,  after  an  examination  of  the  case,  it  ap- 
Mn  that,  acooriling  to  contract,  and  in  virtue  of  the 
>ivil«ge  granted  to  the  steamboat  of  oomplainant,  it  wes 
ii  duty  to  transport,  gratis,  national  troops  whenever  re- 
Hired  by  the  public  service.  From  the  third  article  of 
•  decree  of  tn«  Congress  of  Tabasco,  bearing  date  the 
hh  of  November,  1831,  it  will  be  seen  that  William  H. 
lown,  **  or  those  who  exercise  hia  rights  and  interests^ 
^^gfen  claims  ander  Brown,)  are  under  obligation  to 
ke  oa  board  such  boats,  troops,  and  correspondence  of 
e  nation  to  any  navigable  point  of  the  State  whatever, 
itbout  any  compensation  :  provided  such  troops  are  ready 

march  from  the  places  whence  any  boat  of  those  men- 
>oed  is  to  start,  and  it  be  on  the  same  day  of  her  start- 
g."    So  soon  as  the  grantee  of  the  steamboat  privilege 

question  fulfilled  the  precedent  eonditions  required  by 
e  decree  of  Congress,  hia  rights  to  the  benefit  of  the  law 
mne  vested,  and  no  subsequent  act  of  the  State  of  Ta- 
*co,  or  of  the   Federal  Government,  oeuld  deprive  him 

them  without  incurring  the  just  responsibility  of  re- 
juerstlon.  The  forcible  seizure  and  detention  of  the 
idalgo,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1883,  by  order  of  the  com- 
lodant  general  of  Tabasco,  and  her  employment  in  the 
lilic  service  nntil  sometime  in  August  thereafter,  to  the 
Bat  detriment  of  her  owner,  were  not  warranted  either 
r  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  law  conceding  to  Mr. 
(ggstt  the  exclusive  privilege  to  introduce  and  navigate 
i  kinds  of  steamboata  in  all  the  rivers,  creeks,  and  lakes, 
longing  to  the  territory  of  the  State,  for  the  term  of  ten 
art. 

He  waa  only  bound,  by  the  terms  of  the  grant,  to  oon> 
y  boats,  troops,  and  correspondence  to  any  navigable 
■nt  within  the  State ;  prmnded,  however^  that  the  truopa 
)re  ready  to  march  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  sailing 
Iha  boat.  Thia  agreement  to  perform  a  particular  aer- 
te  under  limited  restrictions,  certainly  gave  no  authority 
take  poaaoBsion  of  the  Hidalgo^  and  appropriate  her  ex- 
laively  to  th«  use  of  the  State.  I'beee  proceedings  have 
sn  iiijoriooe  to  Mr.  Leggett;  he  had,  under  chatter 
iities,  eontraetod  to  lead  six  or  eight  veasels  with  log- 
ged at  San  Joan  Bautieta,  in  the  montia  of  Jane  and 


July,  in  the  year  1883 ;  bnt  was  wholly  unable  to  do  eo^ 
in  consequence  of  the  seizure  of  the  steamboat  Hida^;o, 
the  schooner  Consolation,  and  the  brig  John,  then  en« 
gaged  in  freighting  dye-woods  from  the  interior  to  load 
said  vessele.  The  supposed  limited  means  of  Jjoggett  to 
accomplish  this  object,  and  to  fulfil  his  contracts  with 
others,  though  in  the  poasession  of  hie  vessels,  can  in  no- 
wise  justify  the  illegid  acta  of  their  seizure,  whereby  he 
was  prevented  from  meeting  all  hia  engagements.  The 
facilities  allbrded  by  the  power  of  steam  navigation,  it  can- 
not be  donbted,  would  hf  ve  enabled  him  to  load  and  de- 
spatch all  the  vessele  referred  to  in  his  memorial,  had  not 
the  intervention  of  the  superior  power  of  the  Government 
prevented  it.  Thia  ftct,  it  is  believed,  is  cleariy  establish- 
ed by  the  statemrats  of  William  A.  Brown,  Joe^  Leon- 
ardo and  Frandsoo  Abieu,  and  Ceeario  and  Freneieco 
Dominguez,  all  of  whom,  state  that  the  contraela  for  log- 
wood entered  into  by  Brown  and  Gohagan,  on  acoount  of 
Leggett,  oallad  for  the  auttinga  of  1881  $  and  that  there 
was  a  large  quantity,  some  eay  fifty  thousand  quintala,  on 
the  banks  of  the  rivers  Usumacinta  and  St.  Peter'e,  ready 
for  delivery  in  June  and  Jaly,  1833.  Hence,  it  ie  evident 
he  coukl  have  complied  with  his  contracta  to  the  woodcat- 
ters,  and  the  injury  ari«nf  from  the  failure  to  do  so  prop- 
erly attached  to  thoae  who  prevented  it,  and  they  are,  up- 
on every  principle  of  jaetiee  and  equity,  reeponsible  for 
the  eame.  From  these  statements,  reaulting  from  docu- 
mentary evidence  in  the  poeseseion  of  this  legation,  it  ap- 
pears your  exnellen^  ha»  misapprehended  the  true  etale 
of  this  claim,  and  the  ground  upon  which  redaoMtion  ia 
aeked  in  favor  of  the  memorialist  The  juetiee  of  it  is 
manifoat,  and  the  correaponding  obligation  of  the  Mexi* 
can  Government  to  liquidate  the  same  arieee  out  of  treaty 
stipulations,  which  never  will  be  disregarded  by  a  vriaa 
and  just  nstion.  It  waa  so  admitted  by  his  excellency 
General  Antonio  Lopes  de  Santa  Anna,  soon  aftnr  lua 
elevation  to  the  executive  chair  of  therrepiiblic  who  con- 
veyed to  the  predeceesor  of  the  undersigned  the  exprse- 
aion  of  hia  regret  that  the  condition  of  tho  poblic  treaauiy 
waa  auch  as  not  to  enaUe  him  to  order  the  immediate  re- 
imbvreement  of  the  loeees  sustained  by  Mr.  Leggett,  an 
set  forth  in  his  memorial. 

In  the  rase  of  the  brig  Ophir,  documents  in  this  ofilice 
satiafactorily  prove  that  Captain  BritUngham  wee  provided 
with  his  general  manifestoee ;  thet  it  wae  the  fault  of  the  o^ 
fioer  who  boihrded  the  vessel  on  her  arrival  they  were  not 
exhibited  at  the  custom-house ;  and  that  they  were  produced 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  captain  was  made  acquainted 
with  their  importance,  and  the  neoeesity  of  their  prodoo- 
tion,  in  order  to  save  hia  vessel  from  con<demnatlon.  The 
very  fact  of  the  judgment,  of  the  inforior  court  (before  which 
the  oaase  waa  first  brought)  having  been  reversed,  is  sul^ 
fieient  proof  of  ita  injustice,  and  leaves  clear  the  responai- 
bility  of  this  Government  to  indemnify  the  owners  for  the 
loss  of  time  and  property  occaeioned  by  its  agents,  who  ar- 
raigned an  innocent  pemon  upon  charges  which  they  were 
unable  to  eetabliah. 

Aa  regards  the  **flnjorions  and  highly  ofibnsive  protest^ 
of  Captain  Britingham  against  the  officers  and  employees 
of  thia  Government,  your  excellency  having  been  pleaaed 
to  bring  the  anbject  directly  to  the  notice  of  the  cabinet  at 
Washington,  the  undersigned  will  leave  ite  arrangement  to 
that  authority. 

The  detention  of  certain  American  veeaels  at  Matamoras 
in  the  month  of  April  last,  was  in  violation  of  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  subsisting  between  the  two  nations. 
But  even  in  the  abeence  of  auch  a  guaranty,  the  admission 
of  your  excellency  tbst  the  port  waa;  closed  by  incompetent 
autherity,  ia  a  aatiafacftory  ground,  upon  general  principlea 
of  maritime  law,  on  which  the  reclamaiion  for  losses  eue- 
tained  by  the  owneis  can  be  maintained ;  and  that  they  ex- 
peci  damagea  io  the  aeveml  oaaea  of  the  brigs  Jane  and 
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Henry,  th«  scfaoonert  (Compeer  and  Mile»  and  tbe  tioop 
Supply.  The  undentgned  will  Miggwt  that  he  cannot  ad- 
mit the  ionprMRtons  of  thia  Government  ae  to  whether  or 
not  tbe  detention  of  aaid  veseds  waa  productive  of  injury, 
aa  the  rale  by  which  the  question  ia  to  bedeciiled;  and  thai 
the  fact  of  the  embargo  in  question  having  ezlended  to 
other  veseela  than  those  of  the  Uailed  Statee,  does  not  le- 
galise the  act  without  admitting  the  correafionding  indem- 
fiificntion  due  under  auch  circnmstancea. 

A  condenaed  summary  of  the  wrongs  inflicted  upon  citi* 
arns  of  the  United  States,  in  the  note  of  the  undersigned 
of  the  26th  of  September  last,  to  which  your  exceHency 
aeeros  to  think  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  make  answer,  with* 
out  further  apeciiication,  is  nothing  more  than  the  imbodied 
aobetanoe  of  the  cases  previously  referred  to  in  that  note— 
acarcely  one  of  which  has  been  satisfactorily  answered  by 
the  Supreme  Mexican  Government. 

Your  excellency  has  taken  occasion  to  state  that  the 
Mexican  Government  *<  cannot  be  indiflerent  to  the  crimi* 
nation  which  is  made  in  the  note  of  the  honorable  P.  Ellis/' 
wherein  it  is  constituted  *'the  author  of  illegal,  arbitrary, 
and  violent  acts.'*  The  nndersigned  osanot  rdirain  from 
expressing  his  regret  that  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  should  have  permitted  himaelf  to  fall  into  this  (no 
doubt  unintentional)  error.  By  a  refennce  to  that  note, 
it  will  Ite  seen  that  there  ia  no  auch  charge  advanced  against 
the  Mexican  Government ;  but  it  has  been  most  uaequivo«> 
eaUy  made  against  ita  oMcers;  and  the  indisposition  or 
omission  of  the  constituted  authorities  here  to  check  their 
Siggressions  on  the  righto  of  a  neutral  nation,  have  led  to  re- 
etamation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  characterising 
the  acts  of  the  offenders  in  terms  suited  to  the  nature  of 
iheir  delinquency.  Thia  ia  all  that  has  bean  said ;  nor  ia  he 
aware  of  its  injustice,  since  it  has  not  been  shown  that  the 
alleged  charge  of  the  firing  into  the  Paragon  and  Hannah 
EHaabeth,  by  ofiicera  bearing  the  commission  of  this  Govern- 
ment, were  not  acts  of  violence  inconsistent  with  the 
friendly  relatione  existing  between  the  two  countries.  These 
have  been  represented  as  such  long  since— the  fimt  on  the 
40th  of  August,  1884,  and  the  other  on  the  80th  of  May  last ; 
and  the  reaaon  assigned  for  the  protracted  delay  in  rendering 
a  just  response  to  the  statements  made  touching  tbeee  outr- 
rages  is,  that  the  appropriate  department  has  not  furnished 
the  necessary  documents  for  that  purpoae.  Other  case% 
eqoaify  aggravated  and  injurioua  to  the  honor  and  inter- 
ests of  the  United  Statee,  have  not  been  notfced.  Still  it 
ia  urgedt  *<not  one  single  act  can  be  adduced  in  which  the 
Supreme  Mexican  Government  haa  manifested,  even  re* 
motoly,  a  diaposition  in  the  least  unfavorable  to  the  presei^ 
wation  and  extension  of  friendly  political  relations  with  for* 
eign  Powers !"  It  is  not  the  wish  or  design  of  the  Crov- 
emment  of  the  United  States  to  cast  reproaches  upon  that 
of  Mexico;  nor  can  it,  conststootly  with  the  uniform  policy 
heretofore  observed  towards  this  country,  admit  the  oorrect- 
nesa  of  those  imputed  to  it  on  the  present  oecaaion.  The 
assurance  given  that  Mexico  is  disposed,  as  she  ever  has 
been,  to  fulnl  bet  obligatiuos,  ss  prescribed  by  the  law  of 
imtiona  and  special  treaties^  is  received  with  that  reepect 
due  to  the  high  source  from  whence  it  emanates..  But  it 
may  be  with  deference  asked,  if  all  tbe  duties  enjoined  by 
auch  bigh  sanctions  have  been  fulfilled,  why  have  not  the 
Jiumeroiia  reclamationa  presented  by  the  honorable  Mr. 
Poinsett  and  Mr.  Butler,  for  the  last  ten  year«,  been  fa- 
vorably recMved,  and  acknowledged  to  be  just,  or  rejected 
.without  delay  1  Surely  all  of  them  ara  not  founded  in  the 
fraudulent  preotkes  of  eontrabrandists,  who  seek  to  ad- 
vance their  forttmes  in  violation  of  the  lawe  of  the  country, 
and  at  the  haxard  of  jeopardising  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
«f  two  friendly  nationa !  It  is  not  tbe  intention  of  the  «n- 
4eiaigned  to  protect  or  justify  any  of  his  countrymen  who 
4wvs  so  far  tranagreased  aa  to  render  theniselvea  obnoxioiis 
to  the  kwa  of  the  ooontry  affoiding  them  protection  during 


their  temporaiy  resid«Bce  in  it;  but  he  cannot 
aensible  to  the  charge  made  against  them  of  beiog  Mbm* 
oua  smugglera:  such  is  not  the  character  of  the  Aianaa 
merehanta  in  the* United  Sutea;  and  it  ia  wholly  isoaaeif- 
able  how  they  ahould  have  fallen  into  auch  disgrsoefalpiiB' 
tices  at  so  early  a  period  after  their  arrival  wiibio  the  fiub 
of  tbe  Mexican  territory.  Charges  of  this  kind  have  \m 
repeatedly  made  in  the  public  prints  of  this  country :  thwp 
seotcd,  th^  have  been  considered  unworthy  of  notice;  kt 
when  ^ey  are  countenanced  and  indirectly  sanctioned b;  At 
authority  of  tbe  Supneme  Government,  conveying  ai  % 
do  the  injurious  imputation  that  the  President  of  tbs  UiU 
States,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  these  fttcta^  is  urgbgcUv 
founded  in  fraud  and  corruption,  it  hecomea  neceanij,6m 
high  sense  of  duty,  to  repel  them  as  utterly  onfooode^.  ^ 
remarks  inferred  to  wera  the  more  aurprii>ing,  «nce  tb»«r 
dersigoed  distinctly  informed  his  excellenqr,  the  idi^ 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  his  nolo  of  September  ht 
on  Uus  subject,  that  he  waa  instructed  by  tbe  Preadolrf 
tbe  United  States  to  press  these  claims  on  tbe  tfenoi 
Government  for  final  adjustment. 

In  speaking  of  the  causes  of  complaint  ootkepirts 
this  Government  against  that  of  th«  United  8tatB^lir. 
Monastorio  haa  referred  to  the  arrest  and  trial  of  Thi^ 
son  and  0*Campo,  of  the  schooner  Correo,  as  aa  **ah 
niable  insult  inflicted  on  the  Mexican  flag/'  In  tkitff^ 
it  is  well  known  the  Government  of  tbe  United  Statali 
not  order  the  prosecution  of  Thompson  and  O'Cimpo.  fc 
is  equally  well  known  said  Thompson  was  dischsfgcd  ^ 
order  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  di 
eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  when  the  peiaoa  who  Id 
him  Arrested  for  auppoaed  piracies  committed  on  Anniai 
vessels,  failed  to  prove  tbe  allegationa  hrcmght  againt  kin 
The  schooner  waa  at  the  same  time  resloied  to  the  Mot 
can  consul  in  New  Orleana. 

The  Correo  was  captured  by  a  mcFcfaanl  veseel,  tkete 
PbiUpe,  and  taken  to  New  Orleans,  where  Captain  Hal 
and  otbera  made  oath  that  Thompson  bad  atuckedtbete 
Phiiipe,  with  a  felonious  intent  to  rob  aaid  vessel,  cmSOQ 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Coagreaa  of  the  3d  of  MuA 
1826,  and  it  therefora  became  the  imperative  daty  of  Ai 
district  attorney  of  the  Unit^  States  to  prooecule  iteF 
son  thus  charged.  If  the  court  had  proceeded  to  tbeoi' 
demnation  and  punishment  df  tbe  accused,  and  die  coah- 
cation  of  hie  vessel,  contrary  to  law  and  eviileoce,  (it 
being  regularly  commissioned  in  the  service  of  this  Gonn* 
ment,)  there  might  be  some  pretext  for  an  inqoiiy  into  th 
case,  with  a  view  to  ask  explanations  of  the  United  iMn 
But  this  will  not  be  said,  as  Thompson  failed  to  ]»n^ 
auch  commission  on  his  trial  to  give  color  of  authoritf  *" 
bis  acU.  Hence  it  is,  as  the  national  phander  of  the  i» 
ael  was  not  established  by  adequate  proof,  there  eoatf  k 
no  ground  for  interference  on  the  part  of  your  enfl09 
in  favor  of  one  who  had  thrown  hunself  beyond  die  p» 
tection  of  the  law  of  nations,  in  his  attack  oo  theft* 
Philips,  and  nrach  leas  could  the  Prrsident  of  the  OaiM 
Sutes  be  called  on  to  interpoae  and  acreen  him  fran  w 
penalties  of  tbe  law.  No  nation  haa  a  rig^t  to  call  ee* 
other  to  respect  her  flag  in  the  peraon  of  an  indiw 
aailing  on  the  high  aeas  without  suitable  papeii  to  ■>' 
his  true  character,  after  he  has  been  captured  foraTioh 
tion  of  the  neutral  rights  of  othera.  But,  edsitfai 
moment  that  the  commander  of  the  Correo  bore  a  ^^*ff 
sion  from  the  Mexican  Govennnent ;  yet  the  fi*f  T**^ '^ 
virtue  of  such  authority  gives  no  protectioo  to  kin, »  * 
acts  are  piratical.  It  is  true  he  waa  diacbarged— -aot  a^ 
quiued ;  and  it  appeared  on  the  trial  that  his  coadact  li^ 
not  been  of  such  a  character  aa  to  entitle  him  to  the  nvih 
able  eooaideration  of  the  jury,  aome  of  whom  solcvtt|>" 
(he  opinion  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  piratical  P'*^^ 


and  ought  to  be  puniabed;  but  the  inlerpssttion 


eflht 


authortiy  of  the  judge  set  the  offender  at  liberty.    It  c» 
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Mexitan  AJfain, 


[86th  Coiro.  Ut  Sxaa. 


ol»  t]»B»  be  well  coneelved  opon  what  prinetple  hii  trial, 
iKhftiige,  uul  restoration  of  his  Teasel,  can  be  urged  as  an 
wait  to  the  Mexican  flag. 

Yoar  excellency  reqaesU  that  a  full  statemeDt  of  all 
laiais  00  the  port  of  eititeiia  of  the  United  Stales  may  be 
BMsated  for  consideratiMt ;  bot  ftom  the  manner  in  which 
lose  already  in  the  possessioo  of  this  Government  have 
BSD  disposed  of,  the  undersigned  cfcn  see  no  good  likely 
»  result  from  snch  a  coqrse.  If  those  that  might  be  pre- 
mted  should  be  all  acknowledged  as  just,  yet,  so  long  as 
IS  •ereral  cases  of  unprovoked  and  inexcunble  outrage 
iffieted  on  the  ofiicera  and  flag  of  his  country,  which  have 
ten  heretofore  submitted  to  the  Mexican  Eiecntive,  re- 
Hon  unaatisfrdorily  answered,  he  would  have  but  one 
Miras  to  pursiie ;  nor  could  he  find  himielf  justified  in 
spaitiug  from  it,  when  he  remembers,  in  conneiion  with 
Iw  past,  the  rpoeni  occurrences  at  Vera  Craa  in  the  acdsture 
r  tha  American  brig  Fourth-of-July,  and  the  re 'appoint- 
leot  of  the  former  commandant  general  of  Santa  Anna  de 
^sBuuUpas  to  an  important  military  post.  The  first  wss 
I  diarsgard  of  every  principle  of  public  law ;  and,  in  the 
nond,  it  cannot  have  been  forgotten  that  that  functionary 
IS  Kut  lately  removed  from  office  for  his  arbitrary  impris- 
amsnt  of  an  officer  and  boat's  crew  of  the  United  States 
Mter  Jefbrson,  Wxxh  a  promise  (as  one  of  the  express 
PnditiOBs  bad  in  the  arrangement  of  the  affairl  that  for- 
br  and  exemplary  punishment  abould  be  viaited  upon  the 
fader.  Instead  of  punishment,  he  has  received  reward. 
R^ith  all  these  focts  before  him,  the  undersigned  entertains 
ts  hope  of  a  satinfoctory  adjustment  of  the  questiona  in 
mtroveray  between  the  United  Statea  of  America  and 
iaxico.  He  has  patiently  wailed  three  weeks  for  some 
itidance  of  a  mor«  favorable  disposition  to  render  justice 
a  bb  injured  country,  but  he  has  waited  in  vain ;  and, 
■katever  may  be  the  consequences,  he  now  feels  it  to  be 
ifidoty,  in  complianoe  with  inatractiona,  to  request  that 
Si  excellency  the  President  ad  interim  will  be  pleaaed  to 
omiab  him  with  the  neeeaaary  passports  to  leave  the  Mez- 
ein  republic,  and  that  aultable  orderi  may  be  given  for  a 
inaid  to  protect  him  on  the  road  to  Vera  Crux. 

The  undersigned  profits  of  this  occasion  to  tender  to  his 
ncrilency,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the 
MuriBce  of  his  bigh  and  distinguished  consideration. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 


Mr.  ElUt  to  J16*.  Mffiuuterio, 

Lkoatiok  ot  ths  U.  Statks  op  Axxbica, 

Mexico,  Deumher  S2,  18S6. 

The  underaignedv  cbarg^  d'affidrea  of  the  United  Statea 
>f  America,  has  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  thst 
^  will  take  his  departure  from  this  capital  on  Monday 
pnrning  next,  at  four  o'clock  A.  M.,  for  Vera  Cms ;  and 
requeata  that  hia  excellency  the  Preaident  ad  interim  of 
^  Mexican  republic  will  be  pleaaed  to  fumiah  him  with 
Ua  paaaporta  on  the  24th  instant,  and  that  orders  may  be 
Htan  for  a  aultable  guard  to  eacort  him  on  the  road  to  hia 
Mtination. 

The  onderatgned  bega  leave  to  renew  to  his  excellency 
Iaa6  Maria  Ortiz  Monaaterio,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign 
^flain,  the  aaaurance  of  hia  moat  diatinguiiihed  conaidera- 
lion  and  high  peraonal  esteem. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS, 
ro  his  Excellency  Joss  MaUta  Ortiz  MoNAaTsaio, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


Mr,  EUis  to  Mr,  Forsyth. -^Extract . 

LxoATioir  OP  THS  U.  S.  OP  America, 

Mexico,  Decemhtr  23,  1836. 

Gia :  I  do  myself  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  copy 
Vot.  XIV.— A  28 


of  the  correspondence  between  his  excellency,  the  acting 
Minislsr  of  Foreign  AfTaira  and  myself  in  the  case  of  tha 
American  schooner  Bethlehem,  seiMd  at  Campeche ;  also, 
Mr.  Monasterio's  reply  to  my  note  of  the  Ifith  of  Septem- 
ber last,  in  the  oase  of  the  schooner  Peter  D.  Vroom ;  also, 
that  to  my  note  of  the  20th  of  September,  in  the  case  of 
the  brig  Aurora ;  and,  also,  a  reply  fVom  the  ssme  to  my 
note  of  the  9th  of  September,  in  the  case  of  William  Hal- 
let  and  Zalmon  Hull. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respert,  your 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  Jortw  FoBSTTH,  Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  EUis  to  Mr.  Monodterio, 

LxGiTjov  or  TUK  U.  S.  OP  Amxrici, 

Mexico,  November  14,  1836. 

The  underaigned,  charg^  d*afiairea  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  excellency 
that  it  again  becomea  his  duty  to  notice  an  aggression  on 
the  flag  of  hia  country  by  the  authorities  of  the  Supremo 
Mexican  Government. 

The  American  schooner  Bethlehem,  S.  H.  Moore,  mas- 
ter, with  a  cargo  regularly  despatched  from  the  Balizey 
Honduras,  for  Tampico,  was  forced  by  want  of  water  ami 
provisions,  towarda  the  close  of  August  last,  to  put  into 
the  port  of  Campeche.  Whilst  proceeding  thither,  she 
was,  on  the  2d  of  September,  boarded  by  Captain  Thomp- 
son, of  the  Mexican  navy,  who  took  possession  of  tha 
schooner,  and  sent  her  master,  crew,  and  papers  on  board 
the  flag-ship  of  the  Mexican  squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. They  were  there  detained  (some  of  the  sailora  in 
irons)  unttl  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  when  the  master 
and  ciew  were  released  from  their  impriaonment;  but  the 
papers  were  retained  by  the  commander  of  the  aquadron. 
On  the  landing  of  Captain  Moore,  he  was  notified  by  an 
escribano  that  his  vessel  had  been  condemned  by  the  dis- 
trtet  court  to  be  confiscated,  and  he  to  be  banished  fiva 
ytsn  from  the  trade.  The  schooner  is  now  in  the  use  of 
the  Mexican  squadron  as  a  store-ship.  These  proceedings 
were  had  without  the  party  accused  (the  master)  being 
present  at  his  trial,  or  informed  of  the  chargee  alleged 
against  him,  or  heaid  in  hia  defence  either  personally  or  by 
ooOBsel;  and  he  was,  both  before  and  aiier  his  trial,  re- 
foed  a  copy  of  the  espediente  which  bed  been  drawn  up 
against  him,  and  which  purported  to  contain  the  grounda 
upon  which  his  own  and  his  vesseKs  condemation  were 


The  undersigned  requeeU  that  your  excellency  will  be 
pleaaed  to  order  a  copy  of  all  tlie  judicial  proceedings  had 
in  thia  case  to  be  furnished  to  the  parties  interested ;  that 
f  ou  will  further  institute  an  inveatigation  as  to  the  legality 
of  theae  proceedings;  and  that,  if  they  be  found  erroneous, 
yott  will  cause  the  vessel,  her  cargo,  and  pc^ra,  to  be 
forthwith  delivered  over  to  the  master,  with  equitable  dam- 
agee  for  their  detention. 

The  undersigned  again  presents  to  your  excellency  tha 
assurance  of  hia  personal  esteem  and  consideration. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

His  Ex.  Joss  M&mrA  Ortiz  Mosahtxeio, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis, 
[Translation.] 
Palicb  op  ths  National  Gotebkiibiit, 

Mexico,  November  17,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  chief  clerk,  acting  Secretary  d  Rela- 
tions, has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Powhatsn 
EUis  that,  with  a  view  to  a  convenient  decision  upon  the 
matter,  be  has  referred  to  the  Minister  of  Juatice  hia  note 
of  the  Utb  instant,  relative  to  ths  tranaaction  at  Campech^ 
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in  which  the  North  American  fchooner  Bethlehem  wat^ 
concerned.  The  undersigned  will  communicate  the  result 
to  your  excellency,  and  meanwhile  offers  assurances  of  his 
very  distinguished  consideration. 

J08B  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatav  Elus, 

Chargi  iVAffaire»  of  U.  S.  of  Amfriea, 

Mr,  Monafiierio  lo  Mr,  EUi$, 

[Translation.] 

Palacm  or  THE  Natioxal  Goykrhkkkt, 

Mexieot  November  21,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
has  the  honor  to  announce  to  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis, 
that  he  has  received  through  the  Department  of  Justice  the 
corresponding  information  in  the  case  of  the  American 
fchooner  Peter  D.  Vroom,  which  formed  the  subject  of  the 
note  addressed  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  to  the  under- 
signed, under  date  of  the  19th  Septcmlier  last.  The  re- 
lation therein  made,  so  far  as  regards  the  incidents  touch- 
ing this  vessel,  corresponds  to  that  which  appears  from  the 
information  aforesaid,  but  differs  in  the  aspect  under  which 
the  conduct  observed  by  the  mercantile  tribunal  at  Vera 
Cruz  is  represented,  as  well  as  that  observed  by  the  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  that  port.  A  formal  abandonment 
of  the  cargo  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Crecencio  Boves, 
to  whom  it  came  consigned,  the  tribunal,  in  the  fulfilment 
of  its  duties,  ought  to  have  proceeded,  and  in  fact  did  pro- 
ceed, to  name  a  person  to  take  charge  of  the  same,  with 
power  to  effect  a  sale,  and  dqwslte  its  product  in  favor  of 
the  owners  or  insurers  of  the  vessel ;  and  the  consul  afore- 
said ought  to  have  co  operated  in  such  measures,  since  it 
is  to  this  that  his  functions  arc  limited,  in  cases  of  this  na- 
ture. The  nomination  of  this  person  as  depositary,  would 
not  have  been  made  if  there  had  been  any  other  possessed 
of  powers  of  agency  from  said  owners  or  insurers :  the  con- 
sul had  none  such  ;  consequently  this  charge  could  not 
fall  upon  him  ;  and  this  it  is  that  has  given  rise  to  the  com- 
plaint advanced  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis ;  but  he  will 
now  see  that  the  tribunal,  without  this  requisite,  c0uld 
not  grant  to  the  consul  the  deposite  of  the  cargo,  as  he  de- 
manded ;  since,  from  his  consular  character  alone,  it  was 
not  competent  to  him  -,  and  that  he  was  not  provided  with 
the  necessary  powers,  is  very  dear,  since  he  confessed 
from  the  beginning  that  he  neither  knew  nor  could  he  con- 
jecture who  were  the  insurers  of  said  vessel,  nor  were  they 
afterwards  presented,  because,  although  he  had  a  private 
letter  from  the  captain  of  the  same,  Mr.  E.  F.  Kelly,  it 
was  for  another  object,  and  to  be  used  afler  the  sale  of  the 
effects  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  Peier  D,  Vroom.  It 
results  from  this  exposition,  that  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  had  no  right  to  ask  that  he  should  be  intrusted  with 
the  deposito  and  management  of  the  cargo  in  question ; 
that  the  mercantile  tribunal  of  Vera  Cruz  denied  his  re- 
quest, founded  precisely  upon  the  orders  of  the  Supreme 
Government  of  the  26th  of  August  and  4th  of  October, 
1831,  which  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  quotes,  inasmuch  as 
these  grant  to  foreign  consuls  an  intervention  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, but  not  the  management  of  the  interests  and 
commission  in  cases  like  that  referred  to;  and  that,  not  be- 
ing the  legal  attorney  of  the  parties  interested,  he  pretend- 
ed to  a  thing  which  he  might  have  well  supposed  would 
not  be  grants),  because  of  its  being  contrary  to  the  legal 
provisions  in  the  case. 

The  consul  in  question  ought  therefore  to  have  confined 
himself  to  the  exercise  of  his  functions,  without  seeking  to 
represent  another  character  which  does  not  belong  to  him ; 
but  very  far  from  this,  seeing  that  the  tribunal  would  not 
grant  it  to  htm,  be  positively  refused  to  comply  with  them, 
Tor  all  the  exertiona  which  were  made  to  obtain  hia  consent 
and  co-operation  in  the  acknowledgment  of  the  court-re- 


cord of  the  sale,  Ac,  proved  inefieetoal.  In  thishstai 
committed  a  fault,  which,  without  doobt,  will  be  icpii- 
manded  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Eilts,  taking  proper  pftcn> 
lions  that  he  shall  not  repeat  the  same,  and  that  he  M 
conform  to  the  duties  which  are  prescribed  for  bio^  «i&- 
ont  abandoning  them  for  inappropriate  and  unfouodei)  ^ 
tensions. 

That  now  referred  to  was  unquestionably  such,  ai  hsi 
been  already  shown,  and  as  the  honorable  chargi^  d*afirini 
of  the  United  States  will  be  convinced,  by  the  snapic  fbd 
that  the  consul  at  Vera  Cruz  was  not  the  fawful  rrpmn- 
tativo  of  the  owners  or  insurers  of  the  schooner  Peier  D. 
Vroonij  inasmuch  as  he  could  not  exhibit  the  power  wUeb 
accredited  him  as  such,  or  if  he  should  now  do  so^  it  csiU 
not  justify  his  course  at  the  proper  ttioe  before  the  trilnsil 
who  had  cognizance  of  the  affiur — in  which  only  caie,  o* 
cept  be  had  bean  adaailted  aa  the  rqMraiantafivc,  c0aUki 
have  reason  to  complain  of  their  pfooeediogs. 

The  undersigned,  before  concluding  this  note^  oagteb 
call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  P.  Ellia  to  a  reprsMMi* 
tton  which  has  been  addressied  to  the  Supreme  0««c» 
ment,  with  the  resfiective  justification,  by  Mr.  Cntam 
Boves,  the  conaignee  of  the  schooner  Peter  D,  frsss, 
complaining  that  the  consul  of  the  United  States  in  Vcn 
Cruz  had  refused  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy,  as  he  (null 
to  have  done,  of  the  protest  made  in  hia  office  apaa  Ae 
wreck  of  the  same,  by  her  captain,  Mr.  E.  F.  Keiij;ii' 
as  this  negative  cannot  be  founded  in  any  reason  of  joiliB 
because  of  its  being  a  document  which  it  was  not  il  In 
option  to  withhold  from  the  legitimate  party,  ssiiMr' 
Boves,  and  whatever  may  have  been  the  diffeteacsf  b** 
tween  the  said  consul  and  the  mercantile  tribunal  it  Tm 
Cruz,  with  respect  to  the  cargo  of  said  vessel,  hit  tMsA- 
lency  the  President  has  seen  with  mtich  regret  thii  im^ 
ance,  which  so  serioualy  affects  the  interests  of  aMeiici^ 
and  he  therefore  promises  himself,  from  the  justice  of  At 
honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  that  he  will  be  pleased  toinstroetlkrt 
functionary  to  proceed  without  delay  to  make  oot  tbiee- 
tificate  in  question. 

The  undersigned  improves  this  occasion  to  renew  is  (k 
charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America  tht  a- 
surances  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration  iad» 
teem.  JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powratan  Elus, 
Chargi  d*  Affaires  of  the  United  Siateg  of  Amtriti. 


Mr,  Monasierio  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

[Translation.] 

Palace  or  thc  National  GorsBinrsirr, 

Mexico,  November  90,  I89i 

The  undersigned,  chief  clerk,  acting  Secretary  of  IW^ 
tions,  has  received  a  communication  from  the  MiniiMa 
Justice,  relative  to  the  occurrence  at  Campeschy,  with  i** 
specttothe  American  brig  Aurora,'  whence  itappcsfstbl 
the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  that  port  caiumioilMl  1^ 
district  judge  of  Yucatan,  by  assuring  the  hooorsbb  P«*' 
hatan  Ellis  that  the  judge,  upon  his  demand  thereof  bi' 
refused  him  a  copy  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  relaiiooti 
the  said  vessel ;  for  they  were  delivered  at  his  request  ski 
the  suit  was  scarcely  commenced,  although  there  k  i  k* 
which  provides  that  the  parties  concerned  shtll  not  iteait 
such  papers  which  they  may  a^  for  until  the  csom  ^ 
be  concluded.  The  papers  referred  to  were  givea  to  tk 
consul  too,  notwithstanding  his  petition  for  tbem»M>^ 
couched  in  the  language  of  the  country  or  written  ufMtbi 
proper  stamped  paper,  which  formalities  are  indispeoNUt  ■ 
the  courts  of  the  country,  and  are  binding  as  well  op^^ 
eigners  as  Mexicans :  but  the  judge  of  the  district  dvpoi" 
with  them  on  this  occasion  in  fiivor  of  the  Americio  eoaai 
through  abhorrence  of  disagreeable  disputes,  although  iwii* 
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|iat  the  atlfuLSdion  of  such  informal  petitioiui  was  without  a 
precedent,  and  unknown  in  practice. 

_  The  copy  in  question  having  been,  therefore,  ready 
since  the  4ih  of  May,  of  the  present  year,  and  the  consul 
iforeaaid  having  been  advised  thai  it  was  at  his  disposition, 
lie  honoiabic  Mr.  Ellis  will  now  see  the  want  of  truth 
vilb  which  that  functionary  has  complained  to  his  ezcel- 
eucy  against  the  judge  of  the  district  for  having  denied  the 
lame,  thereby  inducing  the  belief  that  an  infraction  of  the 
reaty  existing  between  this  republic  and  the  United  States 
»f  America  had  been  committed.  What  is  certain  is,  that 
he  consul  refo^ed  to  receive  the  copy  alluded  to,  leaving  it 
n  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  and  refused  to  pay 
he  respective  charges,  saying  that  it  could  avail  him 
lothing,  because  the  trial  w\s  not  concluded,  and  that  as 
loon  as  it  was,  he  would  ask  for  a  complete  copy  of  all  the 
^ocepdings.  These  double  dealings  on  the  part  of  that 
iinctionary,  the  insulting  protect  which  he  addreatied  to 
he  judge  of  the  district,  as  the  latter  has  informed  the  Su- 
preme Government,  and  the  wantonne«  with  which  be 
ilaiines  and  criminates  the  authorities,  without  the  least 
bundstion,  as  is  seen  in  the  present  case,  oblige  his  excel • 
ency  the  President  ad  interim  to  request  that  the  honor- 
ihle^  Mr.  Ellis  will  convey  to  him  the  expression  of  that 
nsl  disapprobation  which  his  conduct  merits,  and  take  such 
peasures  as  will  prevent  a  repetition  of  it,  and  cause  him 
o  conduct  himself  in  all  future  transactions  with  that  bar- 
nony  snd  co-operation  which  are  so  necessary,  and  from 
irhich  he  has  eo  unfortunately  deviated,  as  appears  from 
this  ezpoflition,  and  as  the  undersigned  informed  the  hon> 
treble  charg6  d'afiaires  in  his  note  of  the  30th  of  May  last, 
heferring  to  this  same  subject  of  the  brig  Aurora. 

The  undersigned,  in  making  this  communication  to  the 
lonoraUe  Mr.  ElUs,  as  resulting  from  that  which  he  ad- 
besaed  to  the  undersigned  on  the  20th  of  September  last 
Mst,  has  the  honor  of  renewing  to  him  the  assurance  of  his 
rery  diet ingnished  consideration  and  esteem. 

JOdE  MARIA  ORTIZ  M0NA8TERI0. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatait  Ellis, 

Chargd  (T Affaires  of  the  U,  8,  of  America. 

Mr.  Monaaterio  to  Mr,  EUis. 
[Translation.  ] 

Palacx  of  tux  National  GorxRKiixjiT, 

Mexico,  December  13,  1836. 
Xhe  uitdsrsigned,  chief  clerk,  acting  Secretary  of  Rela- 
ioDS,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Powhatan 
Ellis  that  General  Jos6  Urrea,  of  whom  information  was 
requested  relative  to  the  arrest  at  Matamoras,  in  Febru- 
ary last,  of  William  HaJktt  and  Zaimon  Hull,  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  has  made  the  communicatiop,  a 
^{ppy  of  which  is  annexed  for  Mr.  EUis^s  information  by 
the  undersigned,  who  adds,  that,  as  this  intelligence  does 
not  fulfil  the  wishes  of  the  Supreme  Government,  with 
regard  to  an  explanation  of  the  acts  in  question,  a  more 
eireumstantial  ac&innt  has  been  required  of  the  command- 
ant general  of  that  department;  the  result  of  which  requi- 
ntien  tj>e  undersigned  will  transmit  to  the  honorable  cbarg^ 
d'sffiiires  of  the  United  States  of  the  North,  to  whom  he  re- 
news the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  considera- 
tion and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  PowHATiW  Ellis, 

ChoTgi  d^ Affaires  of  the  U.  S.  of  America. 

Mr.  Tomel  to  Mr.    Monaslerio. 

[Translation.]  / 

DKrAIITM£2(T  OF  Wah  a?id  Maiiiiix, 

Mexico,  December  6,  1836. 
His. excellency  General  Joseph  Urrea,  in  an  official  note 
of  the  4th  instant,  reports  to  me  as  follows : 


**£xcxx.(.sivT  Sib:  Night  before  last  I  received  your 
excellency's  note  of  the  29th  November  last,  with  the  ac- 
companying representation  relative  to  the  complaint  made 
by  the  charge  d'affaires  of  tlie  United  States  of  the  North, 
in  consequence  of  the  arrest  of  the  persons  of  William 
Hallett  and  Zaimon  Hull,  at  Matamoras,  on  the  17th  Feb- 
ruary of  the  present  year ;  and  in  compliance  with  the  call 
which  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  make  upon  me, 
I  report  the  following  touching  that  transaction : 

When  I  arrived  at  Matamoras  with  the  division  which 
I  commanded  in  the  campaign  of  Texas,  I  was  assured 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
of  the  North,  reaident  in  that  city,  were  in  alliance  with 
thoee  who  in  Texas  had  declared  war  against  the  Mexican 
nation,  and  that  in  consequence  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
transmitting  to  the  enemy  such  information  of  our  lorces, 
proceedings,  dec.  as  they  might  deem  acceptable.  Finding 
myself  in  a  situation  to  prevent  this  evil,  I  took  such  pre* 
caution  as  it  was  my  duty  to  take  in  order  to  do  so.  The 
division  under  my  command  was  about  marching  upon 
Texas,  and  I  had  been  informed  that  the  North  Americana 
were  preparing  to  give  notice  to  the  enemy  of  my  depar- 
ture from  Matamoras,  the  force  which  accompanied  me, 
and  all  else  that  they  might  think  worthy  of  communica- 
tion to  them.  On  the  same  day  of  the  17th  February 
before  cited,  the  forces  under  my  command  marched  from 
Matamoras  with  the  object  of  meeting  Doctor  Grant,  who, 
with  a  portion  of  the  enemy,  had  approached  within  twenty 
leagues  of  that  city,  and  whilst  making  dispositions  fur 
their  depsrtare,  I  was  informed  by  an  officer  that  some 
strangers  had  that  moment  left  for  Texas.  With  the  con- 
sent of  the  commandant  grtieral  of  thoee  departments  I 
ordered  that  an  officer  and  a  detachment  of  four  dragoons 
should  keep  themselves  on  the  watch,  and  apprehend  said 
strangers  on  their  departure  from  the  city  aforementioned. 
In  fact,  it  wa:«  observed  that  two  of  them  did  leave  the  city, 
and  present  themselves  on  its  outskirts,  in  front  of  the  dc« 
ttchment ;  they  instantly  fled,  and  attempted  to  escape ; 
the  troop  followed  and  apprehended  them  in  a  houae  which 
they  had  entered.  They  reported  to  me  what  had  occurred, 
and  gave  me  some  papers  and  despatches  which  the  prison- 
ers had  with  them.  I  commanicated  the  whole  to  the  com- 
mandant general  aforesaid,  placing  at  hia  diapueition  the 
two  men  who  had  been  arrested.  It  presently  appeared 
that  one  of  them  was  provided  with  a  passport  for  hif 
journey,  from  the  military  commandant  of  the  plaza;  aU 
hia  papers  were  immediately  returned  to  him  in  the  same 
state  in  which  they  had  been  taken  from  him.  The  dra- 
goons had  secured  aome  beasts  which  were  found  in  the 
yard  of  the  house  in  which  the  strangers  were  apprehend- 
ed, fearing  that  they  might  escape  upon  them ;  these  were 
returned  by  my  order  as  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  cir- 
cumstance. After  the  whole  of  the  buaineas  was  over,  w6 
ascertained  that  the  house  in  which  the  strangers  aforesaid 
had  been  arrested,  was  that  occupied  by  the  consul  of  North 
America  in  Matamoras^  who  addressed  an  official  note  to 
the  commandant  general  upon  the  aubject.  I  marched  for 
the  campaign,  and  do  not  know  the  result.  I  will,  how* 
ever,  add  that,  on  my  departure  from  Matamoras^  knowing 
tliat  two  or  three  foreignera  who  bad  left  that  city  by  the 
way  of  Brazo  de  Santiago,  leaving  their  route,  had  taken 
that  to  San  Patricio,  the  paint  then  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
I  despatched  a  party  of  dragoons  in  pursuit  of  them,  and 
upon  their  being  apprehended  it  was  found  that  they  had 
passports  from  the  military  commandant.  Colonel  Mariano 
Guerra,  but  thcae  were  to  allow  their  passage  to  the  cities 
of  RegnoM  and  Camargo,  a  route  entirely  different  from 
that  which  they  were  pursuing. 

I  submitted  them  to  due  examination,  and  some  sus- 
picious circumstances  having  turned  up,  I  sent  them  also 
to  Matamoras,  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  cemmand- 
ant  general  for  such  purpose  as  he  might  tliink  fit.     This 
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is  as  much  as  I  can  infofm  your  excellency  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and,  returning  the  statement  of  the  aflfsir,  I  have  the 
honor  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  esteem." 

And  I  have  the  honor  to  transcribe  it  for  your  excel- 
lency, agreeably  to  what  I  informed  you  on  the  29th  ulti- 
mo, in  relation  to  your  official  note  of  the  3d  of  the  same 
month. 

God  and  liberty.  TORNEL. 

Tkt  Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mr,  EUis  to  Mr.  Fortyih, 

LxoATioir  or  the  Ustitsd  Statxs  op  Axbrica, 

Mexico^  December  37,  1836. 

Sib  :  Bnclosed  I  forward  for  your  information  copies  of 
two  notes  from  Mr.  Monasterio,  the  acting  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  addressed  to  this  legation,  one  under  date 
of  the  Slst  instant,  touching  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Goros- 
tiza  from  Washington  city  with  hii  legation,  and  the  other 
of  the  24th,  in  reply  to  my  note  of  the  22d  of  the  same 
month,  requesting  to  be  informed  uf  the  causes  which 
have  led  to  my  proposed  departure  from  the  Mexican  re- 
public. Afler  my  long  correspondence  with  this  Govern- 
ment (a  copy  of  which  has  already  been  forwarded  to  the 
Department  of  State)  on  the  various  subjects  embraced  in 
your  instructions  of  the  20th  of  July  last  past,  I  can  view 
such  an  inquiry  in  no  other  light  than  as  an  uncorteous 
refusal  of  my  passports,  and  therefore  deem  an  answer  to 
it  unnecessary.  I  shall  leave  here  to-morrow  morning  on 
my  way  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  will  avail  myself  of  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  reach  Washington  city. 

With  undiminished  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 
ol>edient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  JORW  FORSTTH, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  city. 


Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellin, 

[Translation.] 

Palacc  or  TBI  National  Gotbrhnxnt, 

Mexico,  December  21,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Afbirs,  in 
compliance  with  orders  which  he  has  received  from  the 
•xcetlf  nt  President  ad  interim  of  the  republic,  has  the  honor 
now  to  address  Mr.  P.  Eltis,  cbarg^  d'affaires  of  ibe  Uni- 
led  States,  in  order  to  inform  him  that  the  Mexican  Gov- 
•rnment,  after  having  heard  attentively  D.  Manuel  E.  de 
Ooroetiza,  late  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  this  republic  in  said  States,  and  afler  having 
fxamined  frankly  and  impartially  all  the  correspondence 
Hrhich  passed  between  that  gentleman  and  Messrs.  Forsyth 
»nd  Dickins^  in  consequence  of  the  violation  of  the  Mexi- 
can territory  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of  General 
Gaines,  cannot  but  coincide  in  every  respect  with  what  that 
envoy  has  done  in  resisting  so  uncalled  for  an  offence;  and 
it  has,  therefore,  approved,  as  be  has  done,  his  withdrawal 
from  Washington,  with  his  legation,  because  of  having 
been  convinced  that  he  could  not  obtain  that  just  satisfac- 
tion which  he  demanded,  notwithstanding  he  urged  every 
argument  and  observation  which  reason  and  right  could 
•iiggest. 

The  Mexican  Government  had  nevertheless  desired,  be- 
fore acting  in  a  definite  manner  upon  the  conduct  observed 
by  its  envoy  in  Washington,  that  Mr.  EUis  should  have 
previously  given  those  explanations  which  were  promised 
m  the  note  of  Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostixa  of  the  20th 
October  last,  the  only  object  of  which,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  should  have  been  to  prevent,  from  the  be- 
ginning, all  possible  misunderstanding  in  so  grave  a  mat- 
ter. The  Mexican  Government  has,  therefore,  awaited  in 
•ilence,  and  for  the  space  of  many  days,  the  corresponding 


commnnicBtion  from  Mr.  Ellis^  flattering  itself  tbst  is  it 
would  be  found  at  last  new  and  positive  assuTaDcntbi 
the  United  Stales  have  never  desired,  nor  do  they  now  k- 
sire,  to  offend  voluntarily  nor  really  to  injure  a  oeigU*. 
ing  nation,  who  has  been  wanting  in  nothing  to  then. 
Unfortunately,  Mr.  Ellis  has  not  thought  proper  thv  ti 
act  up  to  this  time ;  and  the  Government  of  the  oate- 
signed  cannot  longer  delay  awarding  to  Mr.  Gorostia  te 
act  of  justice  which  it  owes  to  him,  in  relieving  hiai  inn 
the  weight  of  responsibility  which  he  has  taken  upoa  ik 
own  shoulders. 

The  undersigned  can,  with  truth,  aseure  Mr.  EHii  ite 
his  Government  has  not  only  been  sJways  ready^to  moN 
the  promised  explanations  upon  this  particular,  botiilM 
moreover  desired,  with  as  much  anxiety  as  sioeeritj,  tkM 
they  might  be  of  the  most  friendly  and  equitable  naliin. 

I'he  undersigned  improves  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mi 
Ellis  the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  considsiitMa. 
JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  PowHATAir  Ellis, 

Charg^d^ Affaires  of  the  U.  S.  A. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr,  Ellis. 

[Translation.] 

Palace  of  ths  Natiobal  Gotxb5nift, 

Mexico,  December  24,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiin^ 
received  yesterday,  at  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the  sveno^ 
the  note  of  the  honorable  Mr.  P.  Ellis,  dated  lbs  32d  n- 
frtant,  in  which  he  asks  his  passport  in  order  to  dspsitfl 
Monday  morning  next,  from  this  capital,  in  the  direcuonof 
Vera  Crux;  and  having  given  an  account  of  it  to  hkn- 
cellency  the  President  ad  interim,  he  cannot  but  bsM- 
prised  that  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  should  intend  lnfB| 
this  republic  with  so  much  impetuosity,  (con  lanta  li*- 
leneia,)  and  more  particularly  when  he  does  not  disliaci|f 
understand  the  motive  for  such  a  determination. 

Because  of  this,  and  the  step  which  Mr.  Eliis  propiia 
to  take  being  of  so  much  transcendency  and  ioipoitiBC^ 
which  would  naturally  affect  the  relations  betweea  ti 
Mexican  republic  and  the  United  States  of  Ameriei,  ^ 
excellency  desires  that  the  honorable  Mr.  P.  Elliivil^ 
pleased  to  state,  definitely,  what  are  the  causes  vbidi  ki« 
prompted  him  to  ask  his  passport,  thereby  pulling  lo  tf' 
to  the  mission  with  which  his  Government  has  iotn^ 
him — to  the  end  that  the  responsibility  which  is  thai  i^ 

I  tempted  to  he  thrown  uj^n  the  Mexican  nation  msif,  k 

;  all  future  time,  attach  to  its  proper  source. 

I      The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  ths  hoein- 
able  charge  d'aflfaires  of  the  United  States  of  Aoierirt. 

i  the  assurance  of  his  very  distinguished  eoniiiderelieB  tsi 

j  esteem. 

<  JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatait  Ellis, 

Charge  d*  Affaires  of  the  V.  S.  of  America. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  EUis. 

[Translation.] 

Palac  B  or  THB  National  Govbbkmk^t, 

Mexico,  December  27,  1831. 
The  undersigned,  chief  oflker  charged  with  the  tBifi 
of  the  Department  of  Relations,  has  received  orden  froa  Mi 
excellency  the  President,  to  addrcas  the  honorable  Mr.  P- 
Ellis,  charg^  d'affsirea  of  the  United  Sutes  of  AnieM  ■ 
order  to  communicate  to  him  that  the  note  which  ths  >>* 
dersigned  sent  to  Mr.  Ellis,  under  date  of  the  S4th  '«a^ 
arose  from  the  desire,  most  naturally  entertained  l^v 
excellency,  to  investigate  the  real  motives  which  isMi 
that  gentleman  to  reaotve  to  return  to  his  coimt^,  Ic*^ 
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indetenttined  the  important  questions  now  at  itaae  between 
iie  two  nations. 

The  silence  mainfained  by  Mr.  Ellis  in  leaving  that  note 
insnswered,  as  well  as  another  of  the  23d  instant,  in 
rhieh  the  undersigned  declared  that  the  Mexican  Govern - 
neot  was  ready  to  receive  the  satisfaction  which  the  Gov- 
mmeat  of  the  United  States  offered  to  Mr.  Gorostlza,  to 
live  through  Mr.  Ellis  himself,  induces  his  excellency  to 
appose  that  Mr.  Ellis  persists  in  his  resolution  to  depart, 
od  with  that  view  considers  his  relations  with  the  under- 
igned  ss  suspended.  Under  this  impression,  his  exoel- 
Aicy  orders  the  undersigned  to  inform  Mr.  Ellis  that,  un- 
MB  some  answer  shall  have  been  received  from  that  gen- 
lemao,  by  six  o*clock  this  evening,  the  passport  which  he 
las  requested  shall  be  sent  to  him,  and  the  escort  will  be 
esdy  to  accompany  him  for  his  protection,  and  to  repeat 
9  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Mexican  Government,  the  as- 
orances  which  it  has  on  all  occasions  given  of  its  consid- 
ration  for  the  United  States,  and  for  its  representative  in 
his  capital. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
enew  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  the  assurances  of  his  own 
MrUcolar  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  OKTIZ  MONA8TERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis, 

Cluargi  iT Afftnrts  of  the  U,  S.  of  America, 


IKecsi ved  si  luUf  post.  7  u'cluck  in  ihe  eveuinf  of  the  S7ih  December.] 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr,  Ellis, 
[Translation.] 

Palacs  ox  TUK  National  GovEavxBKT, 

Mexico,  December  27,  1836. 

The  UDdersigned,  chief  officer  charged  with  the  al&tra 
if  the  Department  of  Relations,  conformably  with  what  he 
bd  the  honor  U>  state  to  the  honorable  Powhatan  Cilia, 
bhis  note  of  this  morning,  not  laving  up  to  this  moment 
(T  o'clock  iu  tho  evening)  received  any  reply  to  the  vsri- 
Mi  notes  despatched,  transmits,  herewith,  to  Mr.  Ellis, 
lbs  pissport  which  he  had  requested,  and  the  orders  for 
Ibe  supply  of  the  escort  w|iich  may  be  requisite  for  the  se- 
Nuiiy  of  his  person  on  the  journey  ;  informing  him,  at  the 
Mae  time,  that  the  eacort  which  is  to  accompany  him  on 
Hi  Jeparture  from  this  capital  will  be  ready  at  such  time 
ind  place  as  Mr.  Ellis  may  indicate  to  the  commandant 
paeral. 

The  undersigned  has  received  orders  from  the  President 
kaiDoounce  to  Mr.  Ellis  that  (he  Meiican  legation  near 
Ihs  Government  of  the  United  States  has  been  ordered 
likewisa  to  retire. 

The  undersigned  repeats  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  the 
miuanees  of  bis  particular  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis, 

Charge  cP  Affaires  of  V,  S.  of  America. 


^traci  of  a  Uiler  from  Mr.  Burrougk,  United  States 
consul  at  Vera  Cruz,  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

Yarn  A  Caux,  January  10,  1837. 
1  have  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  your  instruc- 
ions  to  receive  and  transmit  to  the  Department  of  State 
Ul  despatches,  &c.,  that  might  arrive  at  the  poet  office  of 
Ibb  city  to  the  addreas  of  the  United  Statea  legation,  Mex- 
ico, I  addressed  a  note  to  the  administrator  of  the  office, 
in  anticipation  of  despatches  being  received  by  the  packet 
\uly  expected  from  New  York,  requesting,  as  per  instruc- 
tions, that  they  might  be  delivered  at  this  consulate,  which 
^  has  denied  me.  T  shall  make  another  application  on 
Iheir  antval,  and,  if  then  withheld  from  me,  I  can  but  en- 
tsr  protest  against  the  act. 


Depositions  of  the  American  seamen  imprisoned  at  Vera 

Cruz. 

CovavLATS  OP  THs  U.  8..  op  AiismicA, 

At  Vera  Crut* 

Deposhions  of  John  Williams,  Henry  Habest,  Samuel 
Long,  Nathaniel  Groves,  Samnel  Molden,  Richard 
Freeman,  Jamea  Hover,  and  John  Davis,  aeamen  of 
and  belonging  to  the  United  States  ahip  Natchez,  Wil- 
liam Mervine,  Esq.,  commanding,  and  constituting  a 
boat's  crew  imprisoned  at  this  place  ox\  the  2d  day  of 
November,  1886. 

John  Williams,  aged  26  years,  a  native  of  Hamburg, 
being  duly  and  solemnlv  sworn,  did  depose,  declare,  and 
say  as  follows:  That  ne,  with  Henry  Habest,  Samuel 
Long,  Nathaniel  Groves,  Samael  Molden,  Richard  Free- 
man, James  Hover,  and  John  Davis,  seamen,  and  two 
stewardti,  under  charge  of  Midshipman  ReoAhaw,  of  and 
belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  commanded 
by  William  Mervine,  did,  on  the  2d  day  of  November, 
set  out  and  depart  from  the  said  ship  for  this  place,  in  the 
third  cutter,  and  where  they  arrived  at  about  1 1  o'clock  in 
the  day.     Hover  being  left  in  charge  of  the  boat,  the  rest 
of  them  took  a  walk  into  the  town,  and  got  something  to 
drink — received  orders  from  Mr.  Renshaw  not  to  be  out  of 
the  way.     Steward  gave  them  two  shillings,  which  was 
expended  in  liquor,  and  divided  among  them.     Mr.  Ren- 
shaw  coming  to  the  mule,  and  on  being  asked  to  give  thera 
something  to  warm  them,  handed  one  one  of  them  two 
shillings,  and  told  them  not  to  get  drunk  upon  it.     Depo- 
nent and  Habest  went  to  the  plaza  to  purchase  a  glass  of 
KTog  for  the  boat's  crow,  and  on  returning  to  the  mole 
Habest  wss  attacked  by  a  fttfherman,  who  insisted  on  fight- 
ing him.    Deponent  used  his  exertions  to  get  him  away,  but 
a  person  standing  by,  who  spoke  English,  said,  '*  let  them 
fight,  and  give  them  fair  play."    Samuel  Tiong  and  Richard 
Freeman  came  up,  and  the  latter  remarked  that  if  one  fought, 
all  must  fight.     Foding  themselves  surrounded  with  a  Uia* 
parity  of  numbers,  about  to  assault  them,  and  having  no 
arms  with  which  they  could  defend  themselves  against 
the  force  that  was  collecting,  armed  with  clubs^  stones, 
and  knives,  Freeman  and  Long  retreated  to  the  boat,  and 
got  the  two  boat  hooks.     Deponent  was  also  proceed- 
ing  to  the  boat,  when  he  was  struck  with  a  cutlass  over  the 
back  by  one  of  the  soldiers,  several  of  whom  had  now  ar- 
rived on  the  mole,  (deponent  had  not  raised  his  head 
against  any  one.)     He  was  likewise  struck  with  a  large 
stone  thrown  by  one  of  the  soldiers,  (as  he  believes,)  whilst 
standing  at  the  boat,  which  nigh  felled  him  to  the  ground. 
Mr.  Renshaw  had  now  arrived  at  the  mole,  and  ordered    ^ 
deponent  and  tho  rest  of  them  into  the  boat,  and  into 
which  all  at  once  got  that  were  able  so  to  do,  for  by  this 
time  two  of  the  boat's  crew  had  been  badly  wounded  by 
the  soldiery  or  other  persons  of  the  country,  and  were  ly- 
ing upon  the  mole.      The  Mexican  soldiery  stood  over 
those  in  the  boat  with  their  muskets  directed  at  themi; 
snd  among  whom  were  also  observed  several  officers  with 
swords  in  hand.     The  officer  of  the  boat  begged  them  not 
to  fire  upon  his  men,  and  at  the  same  coromsnded  ibem     ^ 
all  to  sit  down  and  keep  quiet.     AAer  some  little  time 
had  elapsed,  they  were  all  ordered  out  of  the  boat,  and 
conducted  to  the  guard-bouse,  where  they  remained  in  con- 
finement until  the  next  evening.    They  were  now — all 
except  the  wounded,  who  were  carried  to  the  hospital — 
conveyed  to  prison,  at  the  south  end  of  ttown,  and  there 
placrd  in  a  wet  room,  without  bed  or  bedding  of  any  kind, 
and  supplied  with  barely  enough  to  keep  them  alive,  with 
a  sentry  constantly  over  ihcm.  • 

After  the  lapse  of  about  two  weeks  they  were  tiken  out, 
and  examined  by  a  Mexican  officer  and  the  interpreter  of 
the  port  Deponent  subscribed  his  name  to  a  paper  on  this 
occasion,  which,  he  was  informed  by  the  interpreter  a'os  a 
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translation  of  what  he  had  said,  but  which  deponont  is  not 
satisfied  was  in  accordance  with  his  declaration  made  in 
English  at  the  time,  and  which  he  now  repeats. 

The  examtnatioa  being  gone  through  with,  tb^  were 
permitted  to  go  out  into  Uie  yard  with  the  native  prisoners. 
On  the  25th  day  of  NoTember  they  were  taken  out  and  de- 
livered to  the  American  consul. 

In  testimony  whereoi^  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto  set 
his  hand,  this  17th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1886. 

JOHN  WILLIAMS. 

Before  me,  M.   BURROUGH, 

Consul  United  StaUt. 


Henri/  Habest,  aged  35  years,  a  native  of  Germany,  being 
duly  and  solemnly  sworn,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say  as 
followd  :  That  he  is  ooe  of  boat's  crew  of  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez,  and  who  set  out  from  the  said  ship  in  the  3d 
cutter,  under  charge  of  Midshipman  Renshaw,  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d  day  of  November,  and  arrived  at  the  mole 
of  this  city  at  about  1 1  o'clock  in  the  day ;  and  all  of  them 
being  wet  and  cold,  Mr.  Renshaw  gave  them  some  money, 
with  which  tbey  got  half  a  bottle  of  rum.  Mr.  R.  left  the 
boat  in  charge  of  Hover,  the  coxswain,  and  the  rest  of  them 
walked  to  the  plaza.  Deponent  there  saw  Mr.  R.  purchas- 
ing a  hammock,  which  was  given  to  him  to  carry  to  the 
boat ;  and  on  passing  tbe  g^te,  a  fisherman  came  up  to  him 
and  tried  to  take  it  frem  him,  but  which  he  placed  in  the 
boat.  Deponont  left  the  boat  for  a  short  time,  and  on  re- 
turning, was  a  second  time  assailed  by  the  fisherman,  (a 
negro  fellow,^  who  would  not  let  him  pass  to  the  boat. 
Deponent  pusheil  him  aside,  (but  did  not  strike  him,)  and 
went  down  towards  the  boat ;  but  before  he  had  time  to 
reach  it,  was  knocked  down  by  a  soldier,  who  struck  him 
with  a  musket  over  the  head.  His  knife  was  now  taken 
from  his  pocket,  and  the  cord  divided  by  which  it  was  fas- 
tened round  his  neck,  and  in  cutting  which  the  soldier  gave 
bim  a  wound  on  the  face.  On  recovering  his  senses,  and 
when  in  the  act  of  rising  up,  to  crawl  to  the  boat,  he  was 
again  knocked  down  with  a  large  stone  thrown  by  a  soldier, 
and  which  struck  him  upon  the  knee-pan,  the  same  being 
already  fractured.  He  was  also  several  times  kicked  iti  the 
side  by  the  soldier,  whilst  lying  upon  the  mole  and  unable 
to  rise.  Deponent  was  suppoiled  by  two  men  to  the  guard- 
house, where  he  was  placed  in  confinement  with  the  others. 
At  5,  P.  M.,  he  and  Samuel  Long  were  taken  out  and 
conveyed  to  the  hospital  by  a  guard  of  soldiera,  where  they 
remained  tilt  they  recovered. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  they  were  called  up  and  ex- 
amined by  an  officer  and  the  interpreter  of  the  captain  of 
the  port.  Deponent  signed  some  paper  at  this  time,  which 
he  was  told  to  do,  boing  informed  that  it  was  his  declara- 
tion translated  into  Spanish,  but  which  he  thinks  might 
not  have  been  committed  to  paper  as  expressed,  inasmuch 
as  the  interpreter  made  several  mi  takes  in  it,  as  he,  dei>o- 
nent  stated  at  the  time.  Soon  after  being  examined,  depo- 
nent, with  the  rest  of  the  sick,  was  sent  to  the  prison  in 
which  their  shipmates  were  confined,  and  where  they  re- 
mained till  the  25th  of  the  month,  at  which  time  they  were 
brought  out  and  delivered  in  charge  of  the  American  consul. 

fn  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto 
aul»scribe<l  his  name,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  17th 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1836. 

HENRY  HABEST,hi8  x  mark. 

Before  mo,  M.  BURROUGH,  C.  U.  S, 


Samuel  Long,  aged  23  years,  a  native  of  Europe,  of  and 
bflonging  to  the  United  Suies  ship  Natchez,  left  the  said 
ship  in  the  3d  cutter,  with  seven  other  seamen  and  two 
•tf^ward^  under  charge  of  Mtdshipman  Renshaw,  on  the 
2d  day  of  Novcml»er,  fi»r  the  city  of  Vcii  ('ruz,  phip  then 


lying  at  anchor  off  the  island  of  Sacrificaos,  being  ddj 
and  solemnly  sworn,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say  asMo«i 
That,  on  the  paasage  up,  they  became  very  wet  and  oil 
The  officer  of  the  boat  accordingly  promised  them  a  drink 
of  grog  when  they  arrived.  On  reaching  the  mole,  Hover 
was  left  in  charge  of  the  boat,  and  the  rest  of  Ibem,  by  tlii 
consent  of  Mr.  Renshaw,  took  a  walk  into  the  plaza,  when 
they  procured  half  a  botUe  of  li<iuor  with  twenty-five  oenb 
given  them  by  Mr.  R.  Thia  they  took  to  the  boat  and 
drank  among  them.  The  boat  was  now  left  in  charge  of 
Davis,  and  deponent  went  to  assist  the  steward  in  geuiaf 
marketing  to  the  mole ;  after  which  he  took  charge  of  thi 
boat  Habest  soon  brought  a  hammock  down  by  onfer  gf 
Mr.  Renshaw,  who  now  returned  to  tbe  mole,  and  i^ 
them  if  they  were  all  sober,  and  told  them  that  be  «m 
going  off  in  a  few  minutes,  Hmmediately,)  and  weDtapis 
the  consul's.  Deponent  and  Richard  Freeman  were  itaa^ 
ing  near  the  boat,  when  the  former  said  to  the  Utter,  "si 
will  go  on  the  other  aide  of  the  mole  and  look  at  theiitk 
they  are  catching."  They  accordingly  went  and  picked  if 
one  of  the  fish  to  examine  it,  and  then  returned  to  thelMai, 
and  whilst  they  were  there,  Williams  informed  them  M 
Habest  was  about  to  get  into  a  fight  with  a  fisfaeniin. 
They  went  to  Habest  at  the  upper  end  of  the  mole,  wbn 
he  was  engaged  in  a  quarrel  with  a  negro,  and  who  mi 
standing  before  him  in  an  attitude  of  defence.  Soiae  gat- 
tlemen  who  stood  near  them  said,  let  them  have  fairpby- 
one  at  a  time.  Deponent,  however,  not  wishing  lo  icf  i 
fight,  stepped  in  between  Habest  and  the  negro;  at  aticfc 
moment  a  aoldier  coming  up  struck  Habest  sevenl  tina 
over  tbe  head  and  shoulders  with  the  broad-swoid.  0ep» 
nent  was  now  pushed  down  in  the  crowd,  and,  od  Roo^ 
ering  himself,  and  in  the  act  of  going  to  the  boat,  wuHnicI 
across  the  back  with  a  cutlass  by  a  soldier.  Findiog  ^ 
self  thus  aseailcd,  ho  and  Freeman  ran  to  the  boat,  andi^ 
each  a  boat  hook  to  defend  themselves  against  the  ackS^ 
and  others  by  whom  they  had  been  attacked.  Bu^  Mff 
deponent  had  an  opportunity  of  using  his  book,  be  M 
struck  over  the  back  by  a  corporal  with  a  broad-sword.  Hi 
now  made  a  pass  at  the  corporal,  and  at  the  same  neo^ 
was  knocked  down,  either  by  a  stone  or  eome  other  dM 
and  from  that  period  does  not  recollect  any  thing  ferthff 
that  occurred,  till  he  found  htmeelf  in  the  guard-hiaK 
Tbe  same  evening  he  was  conveyed  to  the  hospital  «)k 
Habest,  who  was  also  badly  hurt.  After  a  fortnight  or  so,  ^ 
ponent  was  examined  by  a  Mexican  officer,  with  an  toMr- 
preter.  His  declaration  was  subecribed  by  him,  agvMl^ 
to  the  order  of  the  inferpreter,  and  who  stated  that  it  «a 
a  translation  of  what  he  had  said  in  English ;  but  tfepooi^ 
not  understanding  Spanish,  the  language  into  wbidi  m 
translation  was  made,  is  not  prepared  to  say  whether  or  aa 
it  was  a  true  translation. 

The  said  deponent  was  now  sent  to  the  prison  wbe»e  Aj 
others  were  confined,  and  there  remained  until  tbe  2^ib« 
November,  at  which  time  they  were  released  and  dcbwiv 
over  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States. 

Deponent  did  furthermore  declare  tbat.tbe  quantitj  im 
quality  of  the  food  given  to  them  whilst  in  prisoos* 
scarcely  sufficient  to  sustain  life,  and  that  tbey  were  <^ 
liged  to  sleep  on  a  cold  and  damp  brick  floor,  witbool  bd 
or  bedding  of  any  kind  being  allowed  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  hashereoiitt 
set  his  hand,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  17tb  <laja 
Decerolier,  A.  D.,  1836. 

SAML.  L0>«. 


Before  me. 


M.  BURROUGH, 

Cimsul  V,  iHaU^ 


Nathaniel  Groves^  aged  25  years,  a  nntivc  of  Ibe  Unit" 
lies  of  America,  of  and  belonging  to  the  United  Suw 
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eclaarv,  and  My  af  follows :  That  he,  with  wven  other 
■•men  and  two  ttewardi,  {y\t,  the  eaptaln  and  ward-room 
tewmrdy)  did  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  T^'oremher,  aet  out 
rooi  the  ship  to  which  they  were  attached,  in  the  third 
litter,  under  the  charge  of  Midshipman  Renahaw,  for  the 
ity  of  Vera  CnnE,  and  arrived  at  the  mole  between  1 1  and 
S  o*Gloek.  Mr.  R.  went  up  to  the  eonaurs,  and  left  the 
oat  HI  charge  of  the  coxswain,  Hofer,  and  told  them  not 
>  be  oQt  of  the  way,  that  he  should  be  reaily  to  go  off  in  a 
rm  minutes.  Deponent  having  half  a  dollar  in  his  poeket, 
archneed  some  liqaor,  which  was  drank  among  them. 
fr.  Renahaw  returned  to  the  mole  in  a  short  time,  and 
etng  asked  by  some  of  them  for  a  little  change  to  get  a 
Uuam  of  gvog,  gave  them  twenty-itve  cents,  not  being  aware 
\mt  they  had  already  had  liquor.  Mr.  R.  again  left  on 
afltnesa,  (as  supposed,)  when  the  charge  of  the  boat  was 
Iven  to  Davis,  and.  the  rest  of  them  went  towanis  the  mac- 
at.  Deponent  quickly  returned  to  the  mole,  near  whiob 
e  met  a  passenger  who  was  going  in  their  ship,  who  in- 
Mined  him  that  a  fight  was  about  to  ensue  between  one  of 
as  shipmates  and  some  of  the  Mexicans  upon  the  mole, 
lepenent,  and  the  four  that  were  with  him,  viz.  Richard 
^feeitoan.  Hover,  -John  Williams,  and  Samuel  Long,  on 
rcarning  to  the  boat,  saw  Habest  and  a  black  fellow  en- 
aged  in  a  quarrel,  but  who  were  not  fighting.  The  officer 
f  the  boat  was  soon  after  met  by  deponent  near  the  comer 
r  the  pUsa,  and  who  ordered  him  and  the  rest  of  the  crew 
ovni  to  the  boat  that  «  he  should  be  off  immediately." 
In  reaching  the  mole  saw  Richard  Freeman  and  Samuel 
(Ong  with  boat-hooks  in  their  hands,  near  the  boat,  de- 
•ndins  themselves  against  the  soldiery  and  fiaherman  by 
rhonn  they  were  attacked.  The  latter  of  them  was  strudk 
f  one  of  the  guards  with  a  sword,  and  who  then  made  a 
lo>sr  at  the  soldier  with  his  boat-hook ;  this  was  parried  by 
le  bayonet  of  the  soldier,  ahd  whilst  he  was  thus  defending 
imeel^  a  soldier  struck  Richard  Freeman  with  his  bayonet, 
iflictiog  a  wound  which  brought  him  to  the  ground.  A 
yrporal  now  came  up  and  struck  Samuel  Long  over  the 
kce  ^with  his  bayonet,  and  by  which  he  was  knodced  down, 
a«l  supposed  dead,  llis  corporal  turned  and  made  a  pass 
'till  a  bayonted  musket  at  deponent  just  as  he  was  getting 
ito  the  boat.  Mr.  Renshaw  had  by  this  time  arrived  at 
le  xnole,  and  ordered  them  all  into  the  boat,  and  into 
'hich  all  at  once  placed  themselves,  with  the  exception  of 
ichanl  Freeman,  and  Samuel  Long,  and  Henry  Habest, 
ho  were  so  badly  wounded  as  not  to  be  able  to  reach  the 


1*he  aoldiery  had  their  musketa  charged,  and  atood  along- 
de  the  boat,  and  potnling  them  directly  upon  the  boat*s 
rear,  and  who,  it  is  said,  would  have  fired  on  them  had 
ie  captain  of  the  port  not  prevented  it.  They  were  now 
II  ordered  to  the  guard- house,  where  they  were  placed  in 
ocka,  and  kept  till  the  next  evening,  when  deponent,  with 

Davie,  John  Williams,  and  Samuel  Mblden,  were  con- 
syed  to  prison,  and  there  placed  in  a  small  damp  apart- 
tent,  with  little  to  eat,  and  nothing  in  the  way  of  bed  or 
sddinff  to  protect  them  against  the  cold  and  humidity  of 
le  .fpround  fioor. 

On  or  about  the  1 6th  of  the  month  they  were  all  taken 
jt  and  examined  by  a  Mexican  officer  and  the  public  in- 
rpreter.  Deponent  did  not  sign  any  document,  he  hav- 
tgr  informed  them  them  that  he  could  not  write.  The  ex- 
ni  nation  being  gone  through  with,  they  were  permitted 
>  go  into  the  prison  yard,  but  were  securely  locked  up  at 
i^ht,  and  a  sentry  placed  at  the  door.  On  the  26th  No- 
»mber,  they  were  brought  out  end  delivered  over  to  the 
large  of  the  United  States  consul. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto 
ibacribed  his  name,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  18th 
ly  of  December,  A.  D.  1836. 

NATHL.  GROVES,  his  X  mark. 
Before  me,  M.  BURROUGH,  C.  U.  S. 


Samuel  Molden,  aged  38  years,  a  native  of  Europe,  sea- 
man, of  and  belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez, 
being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn  on  the  day  of  the  date  here- 
of, did  depose,  declare,  and  say  as  follows:  That  he,  with 
seven  other  seamen  and  two  stewards,  left  the  ship  Natchez, 
to  which  they  were  attached,  on  the  3d  of  November,  in 
the  third  cutter  of  the  ship,  under  charge  of  Mr.  Ren- 
shaw, (mid^hipman,^  and  who  told  them  on  the  passage 
up  that  *'  if  they  would  behave  themselves,  as  he  hoped  they 
would,  on  arriving  at  the  city  they  should  have  aH  the  lib- 
erty he  could  allow  them ;  and  hoped  that  they  woukl  not 
get  drunk. '*  The  wind  was  high,  and  a  heavy  sea  run- 
ning, and  the  boat*s  crew  got  very  wet.  Mr.  ft.  told  the 
coxswain  to  take  charge  of  the  boat ;  the  rest  walked  tc  the 
market,  and  procured  a  bottle  of  liquor,  which  was  drank 
among  them ;  after  which.  Hover  went  with  the  steward  to 
the  market,  and  deponent  got  into  the  boat,  laid  down,  and 
went  to  sleep,  but  was  soon  awoke  by  a  noise  on  the  mole ; 
saw  at  this  time  several  soldiers  around  the  boat,  and  a 
Mexican  officer,  with  his  sword  drawn  over  the  head  of 
Mr.  Renshaw,  and  the  othere  with  muskets;  in  their  hands 
pointed  at  him  and  the  other  seamen  in  the  boat.  Not 
knowing  the  cause  of  the  diitorbanre,  and  (baring  that  Mr. 
Renshaw  was  about  to  be  cut  down,  deponent  wished  to 
get  upon  the  wharf  to  defend  him,  but  Mr.  R.  would  not 
permit  him,  and  ordered  him  to  keep  quiet,  and  whilst  de- 
ponent was  standing  in  the  boat,  he  was  struck  across  the 
face  with  a  cutlass,  which  was  nigh  knocking  him  down. 
Afler  a  little  time  all  got  into  the  boat,  except  two  or  three 
who  had  been  wounded  by  the  people  of  the  country,  and 
were  now  lying  on  the  mole. 

Deponent  was  ordered  by  Mr.  Renshaw  to  come  out  of 
the  boat,  to  go  up  and  bring  down  some  things  from  the 
market,  and,  when  opposite  the  guard- house,  was  told  to  go 
in  vrith  the  others,  and  where  they  were  all,  except  the  two 
that  were  most  hurt,  placed  in  confinement;  remained  there 
till  the  following  evening,  and  was  then  sent  to  a  prison  in 
another  part  of  the  town,  placed  in  a  small  damp  room, 
with  but  little  to  eat,  and  nothing  to  lie  upon  but  a  mat. 
.\fter  about  two  weeks  confinement,  they  were  examined  by 
a  Mexican  officer  and  an  interpreter,  and  then  allowed  access 
to  the  prison  yard.  Deponent  put  his  name  to  a  paper, 
which  the  interpreter  told  him  was  a  translation  of  his 
deposition,  but  whether  it  was  a  true  translation  he  is  una- 
ble to  Judge;  he  was  informed  that  it  was  correct. 

On  the  35th  of  November,  they  were  all  liberated,  and 
conducted  to  the  office  of  the  consul  of  the  United  Stater, 
where  they  were  left. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto 
snbscribed  his  name,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  18th 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1836. 

SAMUETL  MOLDEN. 
Before  me,  M.  BURROUGH,  C.  V.  8. 


Richard  Freeman,  aged  34  years,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
mariner,  of  and  belonging  to  the  United  Statea  ship  Natchez, 
William  Morvine,  commander,  being  duly  and  solemnly 
sworn,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say  as  follows :  That  he 
and  seven  other  seamen,  with  the  cabin  and  wardroom 
stewards,  set  out  and  departed  from  the  said  ship  Natchez 
on  the  3d  day  of  November,  in  the  third  cutter,  under  the 
charge  of  Midshipman  Renshaw,  and  arrived  at  the  mole  of 
this  city  at  about  the  hour  of  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  Had  a 
rough  passage  up,  and  being  wet  and  cold,  on  reaching 
Vera  Cruz,  went  and  got  a  glass  of  grog,  with  some  money 
given  to  them  by  the  officer  of  the  boat.  Hover  being  left 
to  take  care  of  the  boat,  was  relieved  by  others  In  turn. 
After  a  little  time  Mr.  Renshaw,  who  had  gone  to  the  office 
of  the  consul,  returned  and  tcid  them  to  ''keep  about  tba 
boat,  that  he  should  be  ready  to  go  off  in  a  few  minutea.'* 
Samuel  Molden  was  now  in  the  host.   Samuel  Long  aaked 
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deponent  to  go  and  look  at  some  fieh  whieh  thej  were 
cstcliing  on  the  other  side  of  the  mole.  They  went  end 
ezemined  them,  and  then  returned  to  the  hoet  At  this 
time  Williams  came  to  them  and  said  that  Habest  was 
about  to  fight  with  some  one ;  upon  which  deponent  and 
Long  went  to  see  what  the  matter  was,  and  on  arriving  at 
the  apotp  near  the  upper  end  of  the  mole,  saw  Habest,  who 
told  them  that  he  *<  waa  going  to  fight  a  negro  fellow," 
who  had  just  come  oat  of  the  water,,  (a  fiaherman.)  The 
negro  was  quairelUng  with  him,  and  standing  in  an  alti- 
tude for  fighting.  Some  gentleman  who  was  near  them 
said  <<  let  them  fight,  give  them  fair  play,  one  at  a  time,** 
but  Habest  did  not  strike  him.  Samuel  Long  insisted  on 
whipping  the  fellow,  and  proposed  to  fight  him,  (the  fiah- 
erman \)  the  negro  at  this  time  standing  in  readiness  to 
make  a  blow ;  deponent  tried,  to  dissuade  hb  shipmatea 
from  fighting,  and  was  using  all  his  exeitions  to  get  them 
back  into  the  boat,  when  a  soldier  came  up  and  struck  him 
and  Samuel  Long  with  a  sabre ;  several  other  soldiers  were 
likewise  present,  and  whose  muskets  with  mounted  bajo- 
neta  were  used  against  them ;  deponent  and  Long  finding 
themselves  likely  to  be  overpowered  by  the  arms  of  the  sol- 
diery, ran  to  the  boat  and  got  boat-hooks  to  defend  them- 
selves. 

They  were  followed  by  the  assailants  near  the  boat,  imd 
on  regaining  the  mole  were  again  attacked,  and  deponent 
received  a  bayonet  woond  in  the  hip,  and  another  in  the 
right  side,  which  brought  him  to  the  ground.  The  officer 
of  the  boat  had  now  arrived  on  the  mole,  and  who  ordered 
them  into  the  boat,  where  they  at  once  got  The  Mexican 
soldiery  were  standing  upon  the  edge  of  the  quay,  with  mus- 
kets pointed  towards  thnn,  and  from  whom  they  ezpecled 
to  have  received  a  fire. 

Shortly  aAer  they  (the  boat's  crew^  were  ordered  to  tlie 

Savd-house,  and  where  deponent  ana  others  were  confined 
1  stocks.  Deponent  was  struck  several  times,  afVer  being 
aecured  in  the  stocks,  with  a  large  cane,  by  the  corporal  of 
the  guard ;  remained  in  the  guard -house  with  the  others  till 
next  night,  when  deponent  and  the  others  that  were 
wounded  were  conducted  to  the  hospital.  On  or  about  the 
1 3th  day  of  November,  deponent  was  taken  oat  c^  his 
room  and  examined  fay  an  oflicer  and  an  interpreter.  De- 
ponent signed  his  declaration,  as  translated  into  Spanish, 
which  be  was  told  by  the  interpreter  was  a  true  translation 
of  his  deposition. 

AAer  remaining  near  three  weeks  in  the  hoepital,  depo- 
nent was  removed,  with  James  Hover,  to  the  prison  in 
which  their  other  shipmates  were  confined. 

On  the  26th  day  of  November  they  all  obtained  their  re- 
lease, lieing  detivrred  over  to  the  charge  of  the  consal  of 
the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto 
set  his  hand,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  16th.  day  of 
December,  1836.  R.  FREEMAN. 

Before  me,  M.  BURROUOH,  C.  U,  S. 


James  Hover,  aged  32  years,  a  native  of  the  State  of 
New  Jeraey,  United  States  of  America,  mariner,  of  and 
belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  W.  Mervine, 
commander,  being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn,  did  depose, 
declare,  and  say :  that  on  the  second  day  of  November,  he, 
with  seven  otlier  seamen,  and  two  stewarda,  under  charge 
of  Mr.  Rensbaw,  midshipman,  leA  the  said  ship  Natchez, 
and  arrived  at  the  mole  at  Vera  Cruz,  at  about  1 1  o'clock 
in  the  day ;  all  left  the  boat  except  deponent,  who  was  de- 
puted to  take  charge  of  the  boaL  John  Davis,  after  a  lit^- 
tle  time,  came  and  relieved  him,  when  deponent  went  up 
to  the  market  with  the  wardroom  stewaid,  and  brought 
down  some  articles  for  the  ship;  left  the  boat  a  second  time- 
in  company  with  the  steward,  and  returned  without  him ; 
again  quitted  the  mole,  and  when  near  the  corner  of  the 


plaiB,  mat  a  gentleman  who  waa  going  passeaisr  iatb 
ship,  who  told  doponant  that  there  waa  a  qoaitsl  goiai « 
betwean  the  Anerieana  and  the  Mexicans  opon  tbi  aob; 
deponent  said  that  he  woald  go  down  when  ksnvth 
officer  of  the  boat,  but  not  aeebig  the  officer,  joioddb 
two  stewarda  and  went  to  the  mole ;  ^nd  there  saw  figklai 
between  Samael  Long,  Henry  Habest,  and  tome  sf  ih 
citizeiia  and  soldiers  of  the  place.  Deponent  west  din* 
ly  to  the  boat,  and  before  he  bad  time  to  get  inie  lbs  bo^ 
and  whilst  standing  upon  the  mole  in  waiting  for  Snwd 
Moldan  to  haul  up  the  boat,  that  he  might  gst  into  ks, 
was  strudt  by  a  aoldier  or  aome  other  person  of  die  torn- 
try  with  a  atone  upon  the  head,  which  knocked  hioidoei; 
and  when  hia  hat  fell  into  the  water,  recoveriaf  \iim4, 
he  jumped  into  the  act,  in  order  to  clear  himself  froa  tke  i^ 
diers  and  others  by  whom  they  were  attadied,  and  mend' 
ed  in  getting  into  the  boat;  about  this  time,  Mr.  Rmfas 
arrived  at  the  mole,  and  ordered  aU  io  take  seats  iiih 
boat,  and  six  of  the  boat's  crew  and  the  twostewaidiebfjr- 
ad,  leaving  the  other  two  upon  the  mole,  who  wot  hii 
wounded.  Soon  after,  Mr  Rensbaw  orderrd  depeofBtfll 
the  rest  of  them  out  of  the  boat,  and  to  go  spsil 
him — all  obeyed— and  when  they  arrived  oppociis  tiithi 
gaard-hottse,  w«re  told  to  go  in— and  there  deponeslai 
six  others  remained  for  the  night  and  next  day,  wlmdi- 
poneut  and  Richard  Freeman  were  convey  to  the  boi^i 
thens  they  remained  aboot  two  weeka,  when  ibcjwa 
taken  out  and  examined  by  some  Mexican.  DepoieM 
signed  a  paper  which  the  interpreter  fold  him  west  dip 
aition  which  he  was  making  out  for  the  new  gorsrasr,  iii 
who  also  told  him  that,  in  about  two  week^  they  vodi 
be  released  (as  he  expected. )  In  the  course  of  toe 
five  days,  deponent,  Richard  Freeman,  Henry  Habot,  oi 
Samael  Long,  who  were  now  in  the  hospital,  weietflai* 
veyed  to  a  priaon  near  the  sbuth  gale  of  the  cilj;  thai 
they  remained  till  the  S6th  of  November,  when  tlwy  wa 
all  takon  out  and  delivered  over  to  the  charge  of  the  Aaai- 
oan  oonaul. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  depdnent  has  Unatt 
set  his  band  at  the  diy  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  third  ivji 
January,  Anno  Domini,  1637. 

JAMES  HOVER,  his  J^  nirk. 

Before  me,  M.  BURROUGH  C.  U.  & 

COWSVLATZ  OP  TM  U.  8.  OT  AmIZICA, 

At  VerM  Cm, 
I,  M.  Burrough,  consul  of  the  United  Sutee  of  Aoi^ 
ca  at  Vera  Cruz,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  fiMf<^ 
subscribed  **  James  Hover,"  is  a  true  and  iaithfal  Mgl 
the  original,  finding  place  in  my  eoneukr  rsfiHer,  M| 
O,  pp.  29,  80,  31.  ^  ^  " 

Witness  my  hand  and  aea)  of  office  hereunto  iflM 
the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  sixth  day  of  Janue^,  A 
1837,  and  of  the  independence  c4  the  United  8ltM 
America  the  60ch.  M.  BURROUGH 
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CoirsuLATZ  or  thz  U.  8  or  kyntKh 

At  Vera  Cruz,  Maitt-  • 

These  are  to  certify  that  John  Davis,  raarinrr,  of 
Monging  to  the  United  Slates  ship  Natchez,  W-  ^ 
commander,  and  one  of  the  boafs  crew  of  said  e^p  "^ 
prisoned  at  this  place  on  the  2d  day  of  November  hit  m 
did^  on  or  aUut  the  4th  of  December,  deiert  ^f^Ji 
charge  of  this  consulate,  since  which,  he  hss  not  r*tB^ 
and,  in  consequence,  the  deposition  of  the  said  iDi">^ 
does  not  appear.  a 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  mj  ^  "J 

affixed  my  seal  of  office,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Crui,  ^^ 

day  of  January,  A.  D.  1837,  and  of  the  iiidepeBd«M«« 

the  United  Statea  of  America  the  €Oth. 

M.  BURROUOH 
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CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO. 


[26th  Covo.  1st  Sxgff. 


Name  of  claimant. 


Date  of  the  act  complained  of. 


Name  of  the  vesase],  and  na- 
ture of  the  pioperty  seized, 
or  of  the  act  complained  of. 


(.Mexican  Company  of  Bal* 
timore. 

I.  A.  P.  Choalteott  and  Ju- 
lius de  Mun. 

I,  Mrs.  Yoaog^ 

I.  John  Jacob  Astor,  P.  P. 

Pone. 
».  8.  G.' Arnold  dc  Co.  Rich- 

ard  J.  Arnold,  Ratclifie 

Hicks. 
i.  John  Mitchell     - 


.  John  B.  Mari^  - 
I.  Borie  and  Lag^erenne    - 
.  T.  E.  Dudley  and  J.  C. 
Wilson. 

0.  Not  stated 

1.  Assignees  of  John  Coul- 

ter. 
S.  6.  O.  dt  8.  Howland  - 
8.  Thomas  Wilson 

4.  AtlsDtic  loaorance  Com- 
pany, New  York. 


1816 
1817 


1817 
1818 

1821 


Not  mentioned.  The  claim- 
ant's letter  asking  the  inter- 
position of  the  Government, 
is  dated  June  8,  1824. 

Summer  of  1824 

November,  1824 

1824 

4th  January,  1826   - 

6th  September,  1826 

October,  1825 
1826 

Not  stated.  The  letter  of  the 
president  of  the  company  ask- 
ing the  interposition  of  the 
Government,  is  dated  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1826. 


Amount  claimed. 


.     Not  stated,  (a) 


The  claimants  imprisoned  at 
Santa  Fe,  and  their  property 
confiscated. 

Brig  Cossack 

Ship  Louisa,  cargo  of 

Specie  seized 


Coffee  and  provisions 
Illegal  exaction  of  duties 
Robbery  by  Indians  - 

Schooner  Scott  fired  upon  and 
injured  at  Vera  Cruz. 
Quantity  of  brandies  seized   - 

White  wax  seized    - 
Schooner  Fair  American  and 

cargo. 
Brig  Liberty  stated  to  have 

been  illegally  seized. 


Value  of  property  lost 
f  30, 380  74i  (b) 

Not  stated,  (c) 
Vessel  and  cargo  add 
for  about  #40,600.  fd) 
#33,945.  (e) 


#4,738.  (/) 


Not  stated,  (g) 
#32,739  79.  (h) 
Not  stated,  (i) 

Not  stated,  (j) 

Not  stated,  (k) 

#10,000.  (/} 
Not  slated,  (m) 

Not  stated,  (n) 
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(a)  This  was  an  association  of  individuals  that  ftimished  General  Mina  with  the  means  of  undertaking  his  invasion 
^  Mexico,  which  amount  they  aver  has  never  been  repaid  them. 

(b)  The  claimants,  chiefs  of  a  hunting  expedition,  were,  with  their  followers,  arrested  by  the  Spanish  authorities, 
nied  into  Santa  Fe,  and,  without  trial,  imprisoned  and  otherwise  maltreated,  for  an  alleged  trespass  upon  the  domin- 
>Qs  of  Spain  in  that  quarter.     For  a  detailed  statement  of  the  case,  see  Wait's  State  Papers^  vol.  12,  page  486. 

(c^  The  dainiant  is  the  widow  of  Colonel  Guilford  D.  Young,  who  was  a  partisan  of  Mina,  and  was  killed  while 
K^pg  under  him  in  1817.     The  clsim  is  understood  to  be  for  arrears  of  pay. 

(<0  One  of  the  pretexts  for  the  seizure  in  this  case  was  the  alleged  want  of  a  sea-letter.  The  seizure  took  place  at 
•i^laji,  on  the  western  coast  of  Mexico.  It  does  not  appear  whether  there  were  any  judicial  proceedinga.  A  decree 
the  Mexican  Government,  dated  27th  July»  1821,  directed  restitution  of  the  vessel,  but  the  decree  was  never  executed, 
k1  00  compensation  for  the  loss  has  ever  been  received. 

(e)  The  vessel  arrived  at  Acapulco  laden  with  provisiona,  arms,  dec;  upon  learning  which,  Iturbide  iafued  two  edicts, 
^  dated  Chilpasingo,  20th  February,  the  otber  Igunla,  4th  of  March,  1821,  directing  the  cargo  to  be  taken  for  his  use. 
Q  the  1st  February,  1822,  the  regency  of  Mexico  decreed  indemnity,  whieh  vras  to  be  received  in  part  from  the  Treaa- 
7  of  Mexico,  and  the  residue  from  the  customs  at  Vera  Cruz  and  Ac^ulco.  A  part  of  the  amount  has  been  received, 
M  the  claim  ia  for  the  balance. 

/)  The  property  seized  on  the  road  from  Mexico  to  Vera  Cruz  by  ofiicers  of  the  Mexioan  Government. 

,f)  The  goods  were  seized  upon  the  pretext  of  their  having  been  introduced  contrary  to  a  Mexican  law  prohibiting 
*  importation  of  such  articles.     The  claimant  saya  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  the  law. 
yf)  The  exaction  waa  made  upoii  a  quantity  of  cotton  goods  imported  into  Alverado. 

(ij/I'he  claimants  were  robbed  of  a  part  of  their  property  by  the  Camanche  Indians  on  their  return  from  a  trading 
^pedltion  to  Mexico.     Original  papers  in  the  case  sent  to  Mr.  Poinsett. 

U)  The  outrage  was  perpetrated  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  blockade  of  the  castle  of  St.  Juan  de  UUoa. 
(«)  The  property  was  seized  upon  the  pretext  of  its  being  the  produce  of  Spain,  whereas  it  was  the  produce  of  Franee. 
(0  The  property  waa  seized  at  Alvarado  upon  the  ground  of  ita  being  of  Spanish,  whereas  it  waa  of  Russian  origin, 
(ni)  The  seizure  was  made  at  Brazoa  Santiago,  the  port  or  harbor  of  Reftigio  in  Mexico^  upon  the  ground  that  the 
*^1  was  not  provided  with  the  proper  consular  certificates.     All  the  papers  sent  to  the  legation  at  Mexico. 
(i)  All  the  original  papers  in  this  case  having  been  sent  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  the  particulars  of  it  cannot  be  ascertained. 
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35th  Cov».  1st  Sim.] 


Mexioan  Affairs. 


CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO— ConUnoed. 


Name  of  tb«  claimant 


15.  S.  RasstU  and  H.  Nixon 


16.  R.  M.  Whitney  &  Co. 


17.  John  Andrewi 
IB.  R.  W.  Meade- 
19.  Pardon  C.  Green 
SO.  W.  MaasecoU- 


21.  Charles  Callagban 


33.  Robinion  Potter 

33.  John  Kennedy  and  F. 

E.  While. 

34.  Smith  4d  Thompaon     • 

26.  Manuel  da  Cala 


36.  A.  Pell  A.  Brother 

37.  Wiliiam  H.  Shaw 


38.  J.  K.  West     - 

39.  Samael  Lowder 


Date  of  the  act  complained  of 


Date  of  second  act  September, 
1836. 


Not  etate<1.  The  original  let- 
ter of  daimanta  dated  Nov- 
ember 33,  1836. 

1837  -  .  - 

Not  stated    -  -  - 

January  1838 

Not  stated.  Claimant's  letter 
riyiuesling  interposition,  da- 
ted May  19,  1838. 

May,  1839  - 


August,  1829 
August  3,  1839 
1839 


Name  of  the  veasel*  and  na- 
ture of  the  property  seixed, 
or  of  the  act  complained  of. 


Brig  Delight     Illegal  exac- 
tion of  duties  at  San  Bias, 
and  seizure  and  detention  of 
her  cargo  at  Sisal. 

NotsUted    .  .  - 


White  wax  seized  at  Alvarado 
NotsUted    .  .  - 


Amount 


September,  1839 


1839 
December,  1839 


NotsUted    -. 
February,  1833 


Not  stated 


Brig  Ann  deUined  at  Vera 
Cruz,  and  her  voyage  bro- 
ken up. 

Brig  William  seized  and  em- 
ployed as  a  transport. 

Brig  Urzula  seized  and  em- 
ployed for  the  same  puqpose. 

Brig  Splendid  seized  and  em- 
ployed for  the  same  purpose. 

Schooner  Rebecca  and  Eliza 
and  cargo  seized  and  sold. 

Quantity  of  types  taken  and 
destroyed  at  Tampico. 

Imprisoned  at  Tabauico,  and 
hia  vessel,  the  schooner 
Galaxy,  detained. 

Schooner  Topaz  employed  as 
a  transport,  captain  and 
mate  murdered. 


Not  atated.  (a) 


Not  aUted.  (6) 


Not  atated.  (e) 
Not  sUted.  (d) 
$9,678  71.  (e) 
$1,628.  (/) 


$14,000.  (g) 

$4,532.  (h) 
$3,006,with'retere«l.(i] 
Not  aUled.  (A) 

Not  atated.  Tbt  m- 
ael  was  insored  fa 
$4,000.  (0 

$600.  (m) 

Not  aUted.  (n) 


Not  stated,  (o) 
$6,600.  0) 


(a)  The  seizure  at  Sisal  was  made  because  of  an  alleged  want  of  consular  certificates.  All  the  original  piping 
to  Mr.  Poinaelt 

fb)  All  the  papera  in  this  case  were  sent  to  Mr.  Poinsett. 
e)  The  property  was  seized  at  Alrarado  on  the  ground  of  iu  being  of  Spanish  origin,  whereay  it  is  rsprecectcd » 
have  been  imported  into  New  York  from  St  Petersburg,  end  thence  to  Alvarado.     There  seema  to  have  beeotoe' 
demnaUon  by  a  tribunal. 

(tf)  Nothing  further  relative  to  this  ease  can  be  ascerulncd  than  that  Mr.  Clay,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  datn  w 
June,  1837,  instructs  him  to  give  the  claimant  such  asslsUnce  as  he  might  deem  advisable. 

(e)  The  claim  in  this  case  is  for  supplies  furnished  the  Mexican  brig  of  war  Hermeon,  which  put  into  Key  Wcrf  ■ 
distress. 

(/)  The  papers  In  this  case  having  been  sent  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  the  letter  to  him  which  accompanied  them  ii  tbf  iff 
document  in  which  it  is  mentioned,  and  that  only  sUtes  that  the  claimant  was  deprived  of  the  money  by  certain  iinii' 
lar  and  unjust  proceedings  of  the  anthorities  at  Siaal. 

(^)  It  is  sUted  that  the  vessel,  put  into  Vera  Cruz  in  distress,  and  that  the  amount  claimed  is  for  the  Ion  iOitiiDedB 
consequence  of  being  oblig^  to  pay  duties  on  the  cargo.  The  Inferior  court  decided  in  favor  of  allowing  tbe  rttd  * 
depart,  hot  the  authoritiea  appealed  to  the  supreme  court  of  Pnebia,  whose  decision  does  not  appear. 

(Jt)  The  seizure  took  place  at  Vera  Cruz  during  the  Spanish  invasion,  and  the  vessel  was  constrained  toeirf^i*' 
vision  of  troops  to  JaculaU. 

(t)  No  further  particulars  respecting  this  case  appear. 

(a)  The  veasel  was  employed  to  transport  troops  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Jaculata.  Original  papers  sent  to  tbe  )eg»* 
at  Misxico. 

(/)  The  seizure  was  made  at  Tampico,  for  an  alleged  intent  to  supply  with  proviaions  the  Spinish  invsdiiif  vaf' 

(m)  The  seizure  waa  made  during  the  Spanish  invasion. 

(ft)  The  claimant,  wl)o  waa  master  of  the  veesel,  was  imprisoned  six  weeks  for  no  apparent  cause. 

(o^  The  claim  in  this  caae  is  for  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  Mr.  Henera  in  favor  of  the  claimant,  when  Mr.  H.  ^ 
appointed  minister  to  tbe  United  Statea,  and  for  supplies  sent  to  Mexico  by  his  direction. 

(p)  The  captain  contracted  to  carry  160  soldiers  from  MaUmoras  to  Galveston ;  on  thepaaaage  he  and  hiiDi*^*^ 
causelessly  murdered  by  the  soldiers,  and  the  vessel  uken  possession  of. 
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JHeapiean  Affmn, 


[26di  Cove,  lit  8bm. 


CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO— Continaed. 


■SB 


NuM  of  tho  claimant 


Dato  of  the  act  complained  of. 


10.  J.  W.   BreadloTo,   and 

others. 
M.  E.  K.  Coliina  - 


12.  Jackaon   Marine    Insu- 
rance Company. 

i8.  Aaron  Leggett 


Mai«h  16»  1829 
Since  April  5,  1833 

June  21,  1832 

1832 


Name  of  the  ▼eaeely  and  na- 
ture of  the  property  eeised, 
or  of  the  act  complained  of. 


Brig  General  Morales  seized 

and  detained  at  Vera  Cros. 
Discriminating  tonnage  duties 

exacted  in  contravention  of 

the  treaty. 
Schooner  Brazoria  seized  & 

employed  in  the   Mexican 

service. 
Steamboat  Hidalgo  seized  and 

employed  in  the  Mexican 

service. 


Amount  claimed. 


$8,826.  (a) 
#6,000. 

$7,215.  (h) 

1786,607  72.  (c) 


(a)  The  vessel  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  16th  of  January,  1829,  with  no  cargo,  bat  with  an  exceas  of  provi«ons» 
■  it  ^^  understood  that  she  was  to  be  sold  and  fitted  out  as  a  privateer  in  the  Mexican  service.  In  the  night  of  tha 
td  of  February,  52  kegs  of  gunpowder  were  surreptitiously  introduced  onboard  of  her  f^om  a  schooner  just  arrived  from 
Vaw  Orleans.  On  the  20th  the  whole  of  the  powder  and  provisions  were  forcibly  seized  and  carried  from  the  vessel  by 
uder  of  the  authorities  at  Vera  Cruz.  The  provisions  were  subsequently  restoied  ;  and  as  the  vessel  could  not  be  sold 
w  the  purpose  for  which  she  had  been  destined,  she  was  cleared  out  for  New  Orleans  oc  die  16th  of  March.  On  the 
ama  day,  afler  she  had  been  cleared  out,  the  captain  of  the  port,  accompanied  by  about  thirty  men,  suddenly  repaired 
n  board  and  seized  the  veaiel.  The  legality  of  the  seizure  was  contested  in  the  Mexican  courts,  who  eventually  de- 
eded in  favor  of  the  claimants,  and  the  vessel  was  restored  on  the  12th  of  October,  1830.  The  claim  ia  for  the  deten- 
ion  of  the  brig,  and  the  consequent  losses.  The  pretext  for  the*seizure  was  her  having  the  gunpowder  on  board,  which 
vao  contrary  to  the  Mexican  laws. 

(6)  On  the  21st  of  June,  1832,  whilst  the  vessel  was  lying  in  the  port  of  Brazoria,  she  was  seised  by  John  Austin, 
be  Mexican  military  commandant  in  that  quarter,  and  employed  to  make  an  attack  upon  Anahuac.  During  the  attack 
ho  was  so  much  Injured  that  the  owners  abandoned  her  to  the  underwriters,  who  claim  the  amount  specified  of  the 
foxican  Government. 

(c)  On  the  18th  of  November,  1831,  the  claimant  obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  the  Mexicaa  State  of  Tabasco  tha 
cant  of  an  exclusive  privilege  to  use  steamboats  on  the  waters  of  that  State  for  the  period  of  ten  years.     He  according- 
r  aent  thither  a  steamboat  called  the  Hidalgo,  which  arrived  on  the  19th  of  June,  1832.     She  was  to  be  employed 
biclly  in  transporting  logwood  to  the  coast,  and  the  claimant  had  entered  into  contracts  with  several  individuals  in  the 
itorior   for  all  the  logwood  they  had   cut  down  in  1831,  and  might  cut  down  in  1832,  1833,  and  1834.    He  also 
■lehaaed  and  chartered  iwveral  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  logwood  away.     The  steamboat  commenced  her 
ifM  on  the  28th  of  June,  1832,  by  going  down  the  river  to  Frontera,  and,  on  the  30th,  the  fort  there  was  taken  by  an 
leading  force  from  the  neighboring  States  of  Chiapas  and  Yucatan,  with  a  view  to  compel  Tabasco  to  recede  from  its 
lelaration  in  favor  of  Santa  Anna.     The  garrison  retreated  into  the  town,  and  would  have  been  obliged  to  surrender, 
id  not  the  Hidalgo  chanced  to  be  there ;  they  rushed  on  board  of  her,  and  forced  the  master  to  convey  them  immedi- 
•ly  to  the  capital  of  the  State.     On  the  2d  of  July,  Don  Mariana  Martinez,  the  commander-in-chief  of  Santa  Anna's 
reaa  in  that  quarter,  sent  an  order  to  the  commander  of  the  steamboat  to  hold  her  at  his,  the  commander's  disposal, 
id  the  order  was  accompanied  by  a  file  of  soldiers  to  enibrce  it ;  and  on  the  6ih  another  order  was  sent  requiring  tha 
asuoaboat  to  be  employed  for  the  transportation  of  troops,  and  she  was  so  employed  from  the  30th  of  June  to  tha  2d 
'  Aagost,  1832 ;  and  the  captain  and  crew  were  obliged,  by  threata  of  personal  violence,  and  even  of  death,  to  submit 

the  otdars  of  tha  officers  sent  on  board. 

Thin  detention  of  the  steamboat  was  the  primary  cause  of  all  the  subsequent  disasters  of  the  claimant.  The  veasehi 
hich  were  to  carry  away  the  logwood  all  arrived  at  Tabaaco  from  the  16th  of  June  to  the  5th  of  July ;  but  finding  no 
rgoea  ready  for  them,  that  the  steamboat  had  been  seized,  and  that  owing  to  the  distracted  state  of  the  country  it  was 
it  probable  that  cargoes  could  be  procured,  they,  early  in  August,  set  sail  for  the  ports  to  which  they  respectively  be- 
Bj^  ;  and  the  captains  and  owners  of  the  vessels  have  since  demanded  of  tho  claimant  the  penalties  of  the  charter 
rties,  which  he  has  paid  to  the  extent  of  his  means.  The  detention  of  tho  steamboat  also  led  to  ,the  loss  of  tha  profits 
lidi  the  clsimant  reasonably  expected  to  derive  from  the  contracts  referred  to.     Her  employment,  too,  in  the  service 

Santa  Anna  eventually  led  to  her  loss:  for,  on  the  10th  ef  October,  1S32,  having  stopped  at  JoBUta,  she  suddenly 
led  with  water  and  sunk ;  the  claimant  thereupon  proceeded  to  Laguna,  in  Yucatan,  to  gel  p^nons  to  aaaist  in  raiaing 
r.  On  hii  arrival,  he  was  summoned  into  the  presence  of  tha  commandant  general  of  the  place,  who,  when  infbnned 
his  objece,  refused  himself  to  aid  tho  claimant,  and  forbade  the  inhabitants  of  Laguna  from  succoring  him,  alleging, 

a  reitfon,  that  the  steamboat  had  been  the  cause  of  the  victory  of  Santa  Anna's  party  on  the  25th  July.  The 
looner  Consolation,  belonging  to  the  claimant,  was  seized  and  compelled  to  transport  troops  of  the  party  opposed  to 
nla  Anna.  After  her  release,  she  was  again  seized  by  a  magistrate  of  Santa  Anna's  party,  because  of  having  been 
iployed  in  the  service  of  his  adversaries ;  the  captain  was  put  in  the  sttKks,  and  the  vessel  finally  became  unseaworthy 
consequence  of  her  detention.  The  brig  John,  belonging  to  the  claimant,  was  also  detained  by  officers  of  Santa 
ina's  party,  and  the  captain  imprisoned.  Dennis  Chihagan,  one  of  the  claimant's  agents,  was  likewise  imprisoned ; 
argo  sum  in  specie  was  extorted  from  the  claimant  by  the  military  officers  at  San  Juan  Bautista,  in  August,  1882. 
le  losses  brought  upon  the  claimant  by  the  incidents  above  detailed,  were  the  proximate  cause  of  the  bankruptcy  of 
I  commercial  house  of  which  he  was  a  partner,  in  New  York. 


228 


APPENDIX— 2ra  G4dt$  if  Seatan's  Regi$Ur. 


36th  OoKo.  UiSiM.] 


MMean  Again. 


CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO--C<mtmi]«d. 


Name  of  the  claimant 

Bate  of  the  act  complained  of 

Name  of  the  vessel,  and  na- 
ture of  the  property  seiied,  or 
of  the  act  complained  of. 

Amount  chined. 

34.  William  McKeige 

35.  New  York  State  Marine 

Insurance  Company ; 
Commercial  Inaurance 
Company ;  Union  In- 
surance Company. 

36.  ThomaH  Early,  Franciti 

Early,  RnlusTurnag?, 
Albert  O.  Ftigua. 

37.  A.  de  0.  Santangelo    - 

38.  Peter  Harmony,  Le  Roy, 

Bayard,  6l  Co. 

39.  Peter  Harmony 

April  2,  1824 
May  2,  1832 

May,  1835   - 

25th  June,  1885      - 
October,  1822 

Same           ... 

Brig  Industry 
Brig  Ophir  - 

The  Schooner  Martha  seized 
and  condemned,  db  the  claim- 
ants imprisoned. 

Unjustly  6l  illegally  banished 

Specie  seized  on  the  way  from 
Mexico  to  Vera  Crus. 

Same 

#11,006  68.  (a) 
Not  stated.     Vdue  of 

▼esael  soppoied  to  bt 

$20,000.  (6) 

Not  sUied.  (r) 

1100,000.  {d) 
$15,000.  (0 

$6,687.  (/) 

(a)  On  the  lOth  March,  1834,  the  captain,  who  is  the  claimant,  applied  at  the  custom-house  in  Tabasco  for  8cl» 
ance,  but  was  informed  that  the  district  judge  had  attached  the  vessel  upon  the  pretext  that  the  foreecottle  was  not  laitf 
when  she  arrived.  On  the  12th,  the  captain  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  thirteen  days,  and  was  only  released  upoi 
^e  condition  of  paying  Rogas,  the  district  judge,  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  He  then  applied  for  a  clevm 
which  was  refused,  unless  he  would  pay  a  further  sum  of  fifty  ounces  in  gold.  On  the  2d  of  April,  after  being  agia 
arrested  and  harassed  for  a  protended  debt  due  one  of  his  crew,  he  again  applied  ibr  a  clearance,  which  was  gi«Bttd« 
the  responsibility  of  the  collector.  He  set  out  with  the  vessel,  but  was  ordered  back  by  the  judge,  who  deehiedkf 
should  not  go  until  he  paid  the  fifty  ounces  of  gold.  The  vessel  was  then  abandoned,  and  the  judge  sold  her  sad  bff 
cargo  and  pocketed  the  proceeds. 

(6)  About  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of  May,  1885,  the  vessel  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Campecfae.  AM 
noon  she  was  visited  by  the  captain  of  the  port  and  heahh  officers,  to  whom  the  captain  exhibited  his  list  of  crOTr,fc| 
triplicate  invoices  of  the  cargo,  and  the  triplicate  general  manifest.  The  interpreter  informed  the  captain  tbat  it  «iv 
he  necessary  to  carry  the  invoices  only  to  the  custom-house.  The  master  then  went  ashore  with  the  captain  oftbepNt 
in  his  boat,  and  presented  the  invoices  at  the  custom -house!  A  young  man  just  beginning  to  learn  English  seled  ■ 
interpreter.  The  collector  immediately  addressed  a  written  complaint  to  the  district  judge,  stating  that  the  captais  W 
not  presented  the  triplicate  general  manifests  required  by  law  to  be  given  aboard  the  vessel  whilst  in  the  act  of  aocbff- 
ing,  and  that  he  had  stated  that  he  had  not  made  out  such  manifests,  the  captain's  answer  being  mistaken  or  vam^- 
preted.  The  captain,  suspecting  that  it  was  intended  to  ensnare  him,  set  out  on  his  return  to  his  vesael,  hot  owisg  h 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  die  haziness  of  the  weather,  did  not  find  her  till  next  morning.  He  presented  \m^ 
oral  manifest  to  the  revenue  officer  on  board,  who  sent  it  to  the  custom-house.  On  the  same  day  (2d  May)  ths  Hf 
was  boarded  by  the  captain  of  the  port,  her  sails  carried  on  shore,  an  armed  guard  placed  on  board,  anid  she  condensif 

(«)  The  vessel  arrived  at  Galveston  bay  on  the  3d  of  May,  1835,  and  came  to  anchor  under  the  stem  of  ^^^ 
can  Government  schooner  Montezuma.  An  officer  from  her  repaired  on  board  the  Martha,  examined  the  pspen,  iM 
complained  that  the  passengers  had  no  passports,  and  that  there  were  articles  on  board  not  included  in  the  niaibst.  A 
guard  of  twelve  men  was  then  sent  to  the  Martha.  Some  of  the  passengers  having  been  invited  by  the  pilot  of  tbe  port 
to  gpo  ashore  next  day  to  hunt,  two  or  three  of  them  were  loading  their  guns  in  the  cabin  to  be  in  leadinest  ^^^^^^ 
morning,  when  one  of  the  guards  looking  down  and  seeing  them  reported  the  circumstance.  Two  boats  wer«  inBt"* 
ately  sent  from  the  Montezuma  to  the  Martha,  all  the  passengers  forced  into  them,  canied  to  the  Montezama  andeM* 
fined  under  tbe  hatches.  The  next  morning  the  Lieutenant  Commandant  went  with  some  of  his  men,  provided  «ia 
crowbars,  adzes,  axes,  &c.  and  searched  Uie  Martha,  breaking  open  the  barrels  and  boxes ;  after  which  they  rctu"^ 
released  the  passengers,  and  sent  them  back  to  their  own  vessel ;  though  the  passengers,  who  had  saddles  oa  boaid"' 
their  own  use,  had  them  taken  from  them  under  plea  that  they  were  new  and  had  not  been  used.  On  the  6tii  of  M^ 
the  Lieutenant  Commandant  again  repaired  on  board  the  Martha,  and  after  searching  the  passengers'  trunks  took  w 
their  arms  from  them  and  put  them  in  his  boat.  He  then  called  up  the  black  steward  of  the  Martha  and  told  bin  to 
point  out  those  of  the  passengers  who  were  concerned  in  loading  the  guns  on  die  evening  of  the  3d.  When  the  8li*- 
ard  had  pointed  them  out,  the  Lieutenant  said  that  he  was  going  to  make  the  Martha  a  prize,  and  to  take  the/iMiri"^ 
sengers  pointed  out  by  the  steward  prisoners  to  Vera  Cruz.  They  were  consequently  ordered  into  the  boat  and  tifc* 
on  board  the  Montezuma.  The  next  day  the  other  passengers  were  sent  under  the  charge  of  an  officer  to  Anahac  w 
there  released.  -  On  her  way  to  Vera  Cruz  the  Montezuma  stopped  at  Matarooras,  and  in  conseqaence  oi  the  ^H^ 
solicitations  and  remonstrance  of  our  consul  there,  the  four  Americalis  confined  on  board  were  liberated.  The  M^*^ 
was  taken  to  Vera  Cruz,  tried  and  condemned. 

(rf)  The  person  in  question  was  ordered  to  leave  Mexico  in  three  days,  upon  a  charge  of  having  published  an  articfc* 
a  newspaper  animadverting  upon  the  administration  of  Presidept  Santa  Anna.  He  dahns  the  amount  specified  for  lo"* 
sustained  in  consequence  of  the  act. 

(c)  The  seizure  is  represented  to  have  been  made  by  officers  of  Iturbidc,  and  the  money  to  have  been  canied  to  ft- 
rota  and  converted  to  his  use. 

(/)  A  similar  case  to  the  preceding. 
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[Si&th  Cojre.  1st  Sxts. 


CLAIMS  ON  MBXICO-^ontmued. 


NaiM  of  the  claimant. 

Date  of  the  act  oomplained  of 

Name  of  the  Teaael,  and  na- 
ture of  the  property  aeized, 
or  the  act  complained  of. 

Amount  claimed. 

».  Not  italed 
1.  Notitoted 

8.  Hainof  JamMP.  Wal- 
laca. 

3.  J.  F  Land     - 

4.  .            .            - 

5.  -            -             - 

6.  John  Baldwin- 

1836 
1836 

1696 

1836 

1836            -            -         .  - 

1836 

1831 

Schooner  Hannah  Eliiabeth  - 
Brig  Jane,  ichooner  Compeer, 

and  other  merchant  Tesiels 

of  the  United  Sutee. 
Forty  casks  of  brandy 

Mules  on  board  brig  Jane 
Schooner  Eciipie 
Schooner  Northampton 

Not  stated,  (a) 
NotsUted.  \h) 

id) 

Not  stated,  (e) 

Not  stated,  (f) 

(a)  The  captain  and  crew  of  this  Teesel,  together  with  five  persons,  patsengers  in  her,  were  seized  at  Matagorda,  in 
'ezM»  and  carried  to  Matamoras  by  the  Mexican  armed  schooner  Bravo.  The  Bravo  is  alio  represented  to  have  fired 
poo  the  Hannah  and  Elisabeth. 

(b)  Detained  by  the  authorities  of  Matamoras  in  violation  of  the  eighth  articfe  of  the  treaty. 

(c)  The  property  was  shipped  at  New  Orleans  on  board  of  the  United  States  merchant  schooner  Felix,  which  was 
aptuied  by  a  Meiican  cruiser. 

(d')  Detained  at  Tabasco. 

(e)  Wrecked  on  the  Mexican  coast. 


CO 


(/)  Personal  injuries  at  Minotitlan,  in  Mexico. 

NoTB. — There  are  other  claims  which  were  presented  to  the  Mexican  Government  by   the  Representative  of  the 
Jnited  States  without  waiting  for  the  directions  of  the  Department. 


UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

ifeM<:^e  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the 
House  of  Representatives^  transmitting  the  information 
required  by  a  resohUion  of  the  Houu  of  Repreaentatives 
upon  the  subject  of  the  condition  of  the  political  rela- 
tions between  the  United  States  and  Mexico;  also,  on 
the  condition  of  Texas. 

If  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States.- 
In  oompliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 

Bsentetires  of  the  17th  instant,  I  transmit  a  report  from 

he    Secretary  of  State,  together  with  the  documents  by 

riueh  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WAtBiveTeii,  January  25,  1837. 


DspABTMSiTT  or  Statx, 

Washington  January  25,  1837. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the 
esolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  17th  in- 
tant,  requesting  the  President  to  lay  before  that  House,  if 
lot  incompatible  with  the  public  interests,  any  information 
n  his  possession,  showing  the  condition  of  the  political  re- 
itions  between  the  Ubited  States  and  Mexico,  and,  also, 
my  further  information  that  he  may  have  received  on  the 
iondition  of  Texas,  has  the  honor  herewith  to  oommuni- 
sate  copies  of,  and  extracts  from,  such  papers  in  this  De- 
lartment  as  are  deemed  necessary  to  show  the  present  state 
»f  the  political  relations  l)etween  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic  Since  the  return  of  the  agent  who  was 
lent  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  Texas,  no  additional 
nformation  has  been  received  on  that  subject.  All  which 
s  respectfully  submitted.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  PmcsiexKT  of  the  United  States. 


LIST  OF  PAPERS. 
Mr.  Silis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  June  23,  lQd^,^Extract» 


The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  May  30,  1836. 

Mr.  Menasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  June  10,  1886.  Transbtidn. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  June  17,  1886.  Translation.. 

Mr.  Tornel  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  June  15,  1886.     Transla^ 
tion. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  July  12,  1836 — Extract. 

Commodore  Dallas  to  Mr.  Robertson,  April,  26,  1886. 

Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomez,  May  8,  1886. 

General  Gomex  to  Mr.  Robertson,  May  3,  1886.     Trane* 
lation. 

Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomes,  May  4,  1836. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Ellis,  May  6,  1836. 

Lieutenant  Osbom  to  Mr.  Robinson,  May  5,  1886. 

Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomes,  May  5,  1886. 

General  Gomee  to  Mr.  Robertson,  May  5,  1886.     Trane* 
lation. 

Mr.  Robertson  to  Greneral  Gomez,  May  5,  1836. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  June  14,  1886.  Translation. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  June  16,  1836. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  June  21,  1836.  Translation. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  June  25,  1886. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Robertson,  June  29,  1836. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  July  16,  1836. 

Mr.  Sutler  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  March  8,  1836. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Butler,  March  16,  1836.     Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis,  July  20,  183H. 

Mr.  Coleman  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  May  18,  1836. 

The  same  to  the  same,  June  6,  1836. — Extract. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  the  same,  October  11,  1836. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Monusterio,  September  26,  1836. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  October  3,  1836.     Transla- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  Octol)cr  4,  1836. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  September  9,  1636. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  September  13,  1836.  Tians- 

lation. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  October  5,  1836. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  September  15,  1836. 
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Mr.  Monastorio  to  Mr.  EllU,  September  21,  1836.  Truu- 

UtioD. 

Mr.  Ellid  to  Mr.  Monaetorio,  September  20,  1836. 

Mr.  MonaBterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  September  27,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  October  11,  ISSe. —Exiraei. 

The  same  to  the  saipe,  October  25,  1836. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  October  20,  1836. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  October  21,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  EUis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  November  10,  1836. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Monajsterio,  November  4,  1836. 

The  same  tu  Mr.  Forsyth,  November  3,  1836. — Extract* 

The  same  to  the  same,  December  0,  1836. — Extract, 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  EUis,  December  10,  1836. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  December  14,  1836. 

The  same  to  the  same,  December  21,  1836. — Extract. 

Mr.  Perrine  to  Mr.  EUis,  September  4,  1836. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  November  22,  1836. 

The  same  to  the  same,  December  1,  1836. — Extract. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  September  7,  1886. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis,  December  20,  1836. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  October  15,  1836. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis,  October  8,  1836. 

Mr.  EHis  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  October  14,  1836. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  EUis,  December  9,  1836.-— £jr^riic^. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  January  12,  1837. 


Mr.  EUU  to  Mr.  Fartyth.—Extract. 

lilGATIOZr  OF  THE  UNITED  StATSS, 

Mexico,  June  23,  1836. 
•  ••••• 

From  the  enclosed  papers,  (B,)  you  will  see  the  evasive 
and  uiisatiBfactory  answer  given  to  my  note  of  the  80th  ul- 
timo, demanding  satisfaction  of  this  Government  for  the 
outrage  committed  on  the  American  flag,  in  the  capture  of 
the  Hannah  Elizabeth  by  the  General  Bravo,  and  the  im- 
prisonment of  the  captain,  crew,  and  passengers. 

These  acts  of  injustice  and  oppression  are  daily  perpe- 
trated on  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  every  succeed- 
ing application  for  redress  is  met  with  cold  neglect,  and,  no 
Uoubt,  with  a  secret  determination  to  commit  similar  of- 
fences, seeing  that  they  have  heretofore  done  so  with  entire 
impunity.  If  a  satitfactory  eiplanation  is  not  given  of  this 
alSair  in  a  short  time,  I  shall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  com- 
manioaie,  in  the  most  decisive  manner,  to  the  Mexican 
Govcinment,  the  unalterable  purpose  of  the  United  States 
not  to  submit  to  these  reiterated  aggressions  upon  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  American  citizens.         * 


»   • 


Mr.  EUis  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 

Lkoation  of  the  U.  S.  of  AkArica, 

Mexico,  May  30,  1886. 

The  undersigned,  rharg^  d'aflaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  present  his  compliments  to 
the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  begs  leave  to  call 
his  attention  to  the  capture  of  an  American  vessel  by  the 
Mexican  armed  vessel  General  Bravo,  in  the  port  of  Mata- 
gorda, in  the  month  of  November  last.  The  Hannah 
Elizabeth,  of  New  Orleans,  sailed  from  that  port  on  the 
13th  of  November,  1835,  bound  to  Matagorda,  Tezus;  and 
on  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  she  stranded  on  the  bar,  in 
attempting  to  enter  the  bay  of  Matagorda.  While  in  this 
unfortunate  condition,  she  was  fired  into  by  the  Mexican 
armed  vessel  of  war  General  Bravo,  boarded  by  twenty 
armed  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  two  officers,  who 
forcibly  took  the  captain,  crew,  and  passengers  from  the 
wreck  on  board  the  bravo,  when  they  were  chained  in  the 
hold  of  that  vessel  until  their  arrival  in  Matagorda,  on  the 


2d  of  December,  1835.  They  were  then  luded  in  a  ukid, 
feeble  condition,  and  placed  under  a  guard  of  sol£flnttfti 
Bravo  de  Santiago,  pillaged  of  their  clothesi  aAsr  htTini 
been  on  short  allowance  during  thmr  imprisonment  os'bonl 
the  General  Bravo. 

In  a  time  of  profound  peace  the  Hannah  Eliabslfa  ni 
sailing  in  the  pursuifof  a  lavrful  trade,  under  tbeprotectiBr 
of  the  flag  of  a  neutral  and  friendly  Power,  snd  the  y 
every  reason  to  ealculate  on  the  ho^tafity  of  the  Mcnca 
Government  and  people,  and  more  especially  when  it  in 
known  she  was  in  distroM.  The  violence  offersd  to  ho; 
under  such  circumstances,  I  am  well  persuaded,  ii  ta  ad 
of  injustice  committed  witiiout  the  knowledgsof  tlnGw* 
emment ;  and  I  have  too  high  a  respect  for  its  chancier  to 
suppose,  for  a  single  moment,  it  wQl  sanction  sn  oQtnp 
ffirectly  in  opposition  to  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  oJ 
navigation,  subsisting  between  the  two  republics.  1  btti 
been  informed  the  crew  and  passengera  have  beeo  art  it 
liberty ;  but  I  have  not  been  adviaed  of  the  rdeaie  of  the 
capt£n  of  the  Hannah  Elizabeth.  I  then,  in  compliaBa 
with  instructions  from  my  Government,  demand  th«  inne' 
diate  release  of  this  individual,  ample  damages  ibr  thi 
illegal  detention  of  himself  crew,  and  paasengert)  vat  ii 
apology  for  the  insult  to  the  flag  of  the  United  Sitttea,  lif 
the  firing  of  the  General  Bravo  upon  the  Hannah  Eliabrih. 

The  undersigned  embraces  the  present  occaiion  to  ofe 
to  his  excellency  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Afibftf 
assurance  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

POWHATAN  BLU8. 

To  his  Excellency , 

The  Acting  Miaistkb  oi  Fom£i6KArriiJU- 


Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  EUis. 

[Translation.] 

Palace  of  tub  National  (xOTsmTHSirr, 

Mexico^  June  10,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  chief  clerk  charged  with  the  dcafst^ 
of  the  Department  of  Relations,  haa  the  honor  to  inin 
Mr.  Powhatan  Ellis  that  he  has  this  day  conveyed  to  tke 
Secretary  of  War,  with  a  view  to  his  auitable  adm  to 
note  of  the  30th  of  May  last,  relative  to  the  capture  of  At 
American  barque  Hannah  Elizabeth  by  the  Mexiesn,  eil- 
ed  General  Bravo ;  and  that  as  soon  as  the  underflpa' 
receives  a  reply,  he  will  make  it  known  to  Mr.  EO^^I" 
whom,  in  the  interim,  he  renews  the  aaauianot 
very  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO 

To  Mr.  Powhatan  Ellis, 
Chargi  cT  Affaires  of  the  United  Siaies  o/Amerite. 


Mr,  Monasterio  to  Mr.  EUis. 

[Translation.] 

Palaci  or  the  National  GoTsnarxarr, 

Mexico,  June  17,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  chief  clerk  in  the  Department  of  B** 
lationa,  charged  with  its  despatch,  has  the  honor  to  ndo« 
to  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis  a  copy  of  the  officiil  oH* 
which  he  has  received  from  the  Minister  of  War,  io  rck* 
tion  to  the  capture  of  the  American  echoooer  Hsbbv 
Elizabeth  by  tho  Mexican  General  Bravo,  on  wbicb  eib- 
ject  Mr.  Ellis  treated  in  his  note  of  tho  30th  altiBie;ne 
undersigned  availing  himself  of  the  opportonity  of  i*"^' 
ing  to  him  the  assurances  of  his  very  ditunguished  cob* 
sideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powbatak  Ellis, 
Chargi  d^ Affaires  of  the  United  States  ofAmtria- 


APPENDIX— To  Gtde$  ^  SeatorCa  Reguter. 


231 


Mexican  Affmrt. 


[S6th  OoHA.  l*t  Sxis. 


Mr.  Tbmel  to  Mr*  Mima$ierio» 

[Tnmslaiion.] 

OmCB  or  T«B  BiGBBTABT  OT  WaB  AVD  MaBIVB, 

Mexico,  June  15,  1836. 

To  the  official  note  of  year  excellency  of  the  10th  in- 
itaBt,  upon  the  redametion  which  the  cbaig^  d'efiairee  of 
1m  fJnited  States  of  America  has  maile  ibr  the  occurrence 
D  the  neighborhood  of  Matagorda,  towaide  the  cloee  of 
be  jear  laet  past,  between  our  ▼essel  of  war  <*  General 
Imo'*  and  the  North  American  trader  «  Hannah  Elisa- 
•tb,"  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  by  faying,  that  the  com- 
Dandrat  genenl  of  N.  Leon  and  Tamanlipas  has  been 
bia  day  instructed  to  communicate  a  summary  of  the 
thole  trannction,  in  order  that  the  corresponding  pro- 
riiioDs  may  be  dccreied,  with  a  view  to  secure  more  and 
Dore  the  good  frienddiip  between  our  Government  and 
bat  of  the  United  States.  I  reiterate  to  you  the  protests- 
ions  of  my  consideration. 

God  and  Liberty.  TORNEL. 

T%e  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Department  of  Relatione. 

Copy:  MxxTco,  June  17,  1886. 

J08£  MARIA  ORTIZ  M0NA8TERI0. 

Mr.  BUi$  to  Mr.  Forsyth.-^ Extract. 

LXSATIOH  OV  TBX  UviTBS  StATSS  OF  AmSBIGA, 

Mexico,  July  13,  1886. 

On  Tuesday  the  14th  ultimo,  his  excellency  the  acting 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  called  on  roe  and  expressed  his 
nrprise  that  on  American  squadron  should  have  made  its 
i|»pearance  off  the  bar  of  Santa  Anna  de  Tamaulipas, 
vitb  the  avowed  intention  of  demanding  satisfaction  of  the 
intborities  of  that  place  for  a  supposed  insult  offered  to  the 
American  consul  and  a  lieutenant  of  the  United  States 
Khooner  Jefferson,  when  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  had  an  accredited  diplomatic  agent  residing  in  the 
Mexican  capital.  I  replied  that  I  bad  not  been  apprized 
)f  the  arrival  at  Tampico  of  an  American  aquadron,  and 
Mdd  not,  therefore,  pretend  to  state  the  object  of  its  visit. 
It  I  could  not  give  him  &  satisfactory  explanation  of  the 
object  of  such  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the  public  armed 
'wkIs  of  the  United  States,  the  conversation  dosed  by  his 
iMiog  that  he  would  address  me  a  note  on  the' subject, 
ittd  my  reply  that  it  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  give 
til  his  communications  the  most  prompt  consideration. 

Previous  to  this  interview,  I  had  received  from  our  eon- 
nl  at  Tampico  a  full  statement  of  the  alleged  outrage  com- 
)fauned  of  by  Captain  Jackson,  of  the  Unit^  States  schoon- 
T  JeiEerson.  I  cannot  well  conceive  of  a  more  insulting 
ind  humiliating  indignity  offered  to  the  flag  of  a  friendly 
Power  than  that  manifested  in  the  eeiaure  and  imprison- 
Baat  of  Lieutenant  Osborn  and  boat's  crew,  when  that 
^oer  landed  under  orders  to  commnnicale  with  the  Ameri- 
•0  consul.  The  paper  marked  A,  contains  all  the  facts 
a  reference  to  the  improper  conduct  of  the  commandant 
pmeral  at  Tampico ;  and  that  marked  B,  the  correspend- 
nee  between  Mr.  Monasterio  and  myeelf,  in  which  it  will 
le  seen  this  Government  disavows  the  illegal  and  offensive 
iCis  of  that  oflEicer,  and  has  removed  him  from  office,  with 
o  assurance  that  his  conduct  shall  be  investigated  by  a 
isort-martial,  and  further  punishment  inflicted  on  the  of- 
*Dder,  if  S^nd  guilty. 

These  concessions,  in  that  spirit  of  friendship  and  for- 
Muranoe  which  the  United  States  have  always  shown, 
*ith  no  other  disposition  than  to  cultivate  the  most  amica- 
ile  rebtions  with  this  country,  I  have  been  induced  to  re- 
stive as  a  satisfsction  for  the  injury  complained  of  in  my 
Me  addressed  to  Mr.  Monasterio  on  the  16th  ultimo.  As 
i^aptain  Jackson  did  not,  nor  ask  permission  to,  enter  the 
^rt  of  Tampico  with  the  vessel  under  his  command,  I 
rarposely  avoided-  opening  the  question  of  the  right  of  this 


Government  to  inhibit,  under  existing  circumstances,  the 
public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  entei^their  ports 
and  harbora.         •••#••• 

Hon.  JOBV  FOBSTTH, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  city. 

Commodore  DaJlae  to  Mr.  Robertson. 

UiriTXD  SyATXS    FBieATS    CoirSTSLLATIOir, 

Peneacola  Bay,  April  26,  1836. 

SiB  :  Captain  Jackson,  commanding  the  United  States 
revenue  cutter  Jefferson,  acting  with  the  squadron  under 
my  command,  visits  Tampico  and  the  coast  of  Mexico,  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering,  if  necessary,  every  assistance  in 
his  power  to  our  commerce. 

Any  information  you  may  give  him  conducive  to  that 
object  will  be  acceptable,  and  oblige 

Tour  obedient  servant,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

To  Geo  BOB  R.  Robbbtsob,  Esq., 
U.  S.  Consul,  Tampico. 

Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomez. 

AWBBTCAB  COBSCIATF, 

Tampico,  May  8,  1886. 

Sib  :  In  presenting  you  this  morning  the  lieutenant  of 
the  United  States  cutter  schooner  Jefferson,  which  arrived 
off  the  bar  this  morning,  the  subject  of  the  right  of  her 
coming  over  the  bar  was  discussed,  in  which  you  observed 
that  she  could  not  be  allowed  to  come  in,  unless  she  want- 
ed supplies,  or  was  in  distress. 

The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  know  from  you, 
that  in  case  the  said  vessel  should  chooso  to  make  the  at- 
tempt to  c-ross  the  bar,  whether  any  obstructions  would  be 
made  on  your  part  t 

An  early  answer  to  this  communication  will  confer  a 
favor  on  Your  very  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  ROBERTSON. 

To  Don  Gbboobio  Goxbz, 

Military  Commandant. 

General  Gomex  to  Mr.  Robertson. 

[Translation.] 

Sabta  Abba  bb  Tamaulipas, 

Mays,  1836. 

I  reply  to  your  note  of  the  8d  instant,  in  order  to  inform 
you,  as  I  verbally  communicated  to  the  lieutenant  of  the 
armed  schooner  Jefferson,*that  I  would  not  allow  the  said 
vessel  of  war,  oor  any  other  of  any  nation,  to  enter,  unlaw 
in  case  of  urgent  need  of  repairs;  if  you  should,  as  yon 
hint  in  your  aforesaid  note,  endeavor  to  enter,  I  have  the 
means  of  sustaining  the  honor  of  the  nation,  which  would 
be  outraged  by  such  a  proceeding.  It  appears  to  me  very 
strange  that  you  should  make  such  a  declaration. '  Thie  I 
say  in  reply  to  your  note  of  this  day,  which  has  induced 
my  resolution. 

God  and  liberty.  GREGORIO  GOMEZ. 

To  Gbobob  R.  Robbbtsov,  Esq., 
Consul  of  the  V.  S.  of  North  America  in  this  port. 


Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomez. 

Amkbicab  Cobsvlatb, 

Tampico,  May  4,  1886. 
Bib:  I  have  the  honor  to  adaowledge  the  reeeiptof 
your  official  note  of  yesterday,  and  observe  by  its  contents 
that  a  very  great  mistake  was  made  hy  the  translator  of  my 
letter  from  English  to  Spanish,  .of  the  word  *<  atentado.** 
It  was  never  intended  to  be  used  by  me,  and,  as  a  proof 
of  which,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  note  in  En|^ish. 
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26ih  Coire.  Ist  Ssss.] 


MUexican  Affain, 


With  respect  to  the  sobject  of  my  coiBrannicatioo  of 
yeeterday^  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  an  American  maH'^f- 
war  has  been  sent  for,  at  the  request  of  the  American  mer- 
chants, and  one  that  could  cross  the  bar ;  and  the  fact  of 
your  preventing  her  from  entering  the  river,  I  cannot  but 
view  as  an  act  in  hostility  to  the  present  friendship  and 
good  understanding  which  exists  between  the  two  countries. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

G.  B.  ROBERTSON. 

To  Gen.  Gasaoaio  Goxkz,  &c. 

Mr.  Rohert9on  to  Mr.  Ellin, 

CoXSUtATXOF  TBI  U.  8.  OV  AMVaiCA. 

Tampteo,  May  6,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  3d  instant,  the 
United  States  schooner  cutter  Jefferson,  Captain  Jackson, 
anchored  off  this  port  direct  from  Pensacola,  having  been^ 
sent  here  by  order  of  Commodore  Dallas.  When  the  ves- 
sel first  appeared  off,  a  signal  was  made  that  she  was  of  a 
suspicious  character,  which  appeared  to  create  some  idarm. 
A  short  time  after,  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  cutter  came 
up  and  presented  his  letters  to  me,  not,  however,  without 
an  officer  at  bis  side  to  present  him  to  the  military  chief, 
Don  Gregorio  Gomez.  At  the  time  of  presenting  the  lieu- 
tenant, the  commandant  received  a  note  from  the  bar,  in 
which  he  observed  that  the  lieutenant  had  said  that  the 
schooner  was  coming  into  the  river.  I  observed  that  Cap- 
tain Jackson  had  not,  in  his  note  to  me,  expressed  any 
such  wish,  thinking  it  would  be  quite  unnecessary  to  ask 
permission  for  a  friendly  flag  to  enter  the  river.  He  replied 
that  he  would  not  permit  her  to  come  in ;  after  which,  I 
addressed  him  a  note.  Copies  of  our  correspondence  are 
herewith  enclosed. 

It  appears  that,  after  I  had  presented  the  lieutenant  as  an 
American  officer,  my  assertion  was  not  believed,  for  they 
not  only  doubled  their  guards,  but  sent  about  fifly  men  to 
the  entrance  of  the  river;  which  has  created  double  the 
hostile  feeling  against  the  Americans  that  previously  ex- 
isted, the  first  cause  of  which  I  attribute  to  the  present  war 
in  Texas.  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  this  vessel  has  been 
treated  more  like  an  enemy  than  a  friend.  I  beg  that  this 
subject  may  be  presented  to  this  Government  without  de* 
lay,  and  to  know  if  United  States  vessels  of  war  shall  be 
debarred  from  coming  into  port.  I  have  frequently,  at  the 
request  of  the  American  merchants  in  this  place,  written 
to  Pensacola  for  small  vessels  of  war  that  could  cross  the 
bar,  in  order  to  give  better  protection  to  the  American  com- 
meree  in  case  of  need.  This  vessel  has  been  sent  for  that 
object;  bat  it  seems  that  the^miUtaiy  commandant  hat 
taken  H  ••  an  insult,  and  has  treated  the  subject  ac- 
cordingly. 

As  this  country  has  been  so  often  the  scene  of  civil  vrar- 
&re,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  is  not  in  their  power 
at  all  times  to  give  that  protection  to  fbregn  commerce 
which  is  reqfttred  :  so  that,  in  a  case  of  that  kind,  if  vessels 
of  warare  debarr6djfit>m  coming,  we  are  naturally  left  with- 
out any  protection  whatever. 

I  encloea  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  rooeived  from 
Lieutenant  Osborn,  of  the  schooner  Jefferson,  who  came 
on  shore  yesterday,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  he  and 
his  boat's  crew  were  grossly  insulted,  by  being  imprisoned, 
and  myself  treated  in  a  manner,  as  a  public  agent,  that 
no  Government  ought  to  allow.  I  have  resided  in  this 
country  as  American  consul  for  twelve  years  past,  and  this 
is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  had  any  dispute  with  the  au- 
ihoiitiae  of  the  plaee,  and  I  attribute  the  whole  to  the  exist- 
ing warfare  oow  raging  in  Texas. 

I  hava  tha  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient,  humble 
aervant,  GEO.  R.  ROBERTSON. 

To  P.  Elus,  Esq., 

Chargid'Affaira,  Mexico. 


Limaenmti  Otbom  to  Ur,  Robaimn. 

Tamfico,  May  5,  1836. 

Sift :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  left  the  United  9bia 
schooner  Jefferson  this  morning,  by  orders  of  Captain  Jtcfc* 
son,  to  communicate  with  yoo ;  that  on  our  armi  iafti 
river,  I  was  put  in  custody  of  an  officer,  and  ssiitlodi 
town.  On  our  arrival,  I  was  taken  to  a  houie  in  fmAi 
the  river,  where  I  had  been  but  a  ehoit  time  bsfeie  yos 
arrivid.  When  in  the  aot  of  speaking  to  you,  I  oodenliid 
the  ofllicer  whom  I  was  with  to  say  that  you  cookl  vA 
speak  with  me.  That  I  was  marched  to  the  boose  of  Ai 
military  eommandant,  and  there  examined;  and  aftarroii 
was  told  that  I  oeuld  go  and  see  my  oonsul.  My  baih 
craw  informed  ne  that,  ^^ling  ny  abeeoee,  thsy  mmfi 
in  prison,  and  there  detained  for  a  length  of  time: 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH08.  OSBORN, 
34^  Liiut,  U.  S,  cutter  J^trm 

To  Geo  Be  K  R.  Robebtsoit, 

UniUd  StaUa  Coneul,  Jhmpieo, 


Mr,  Rt>bert9onh  General  Gomez, 

AkXBTCAir  Covsulati, 
Thmpieo,  May^,  18N- 

SiB :  The  object  of  the  present  communicatioD  ti  tea' 
quire  from  you  immediate  satisfaction  for  the  very  gas 
insult  offered  to  the  American  flag,  and  to  myself,  um 
sul  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  boat  belonging  to  the  United  SMt 
schoner  Jefferson,  the  lieutenant  was  taken  prisoner,  lal 
myself  not  allowed  to  speak  fo  him  ;  the  boat's  crew  aot 
put  in  prison  during  the  pleasure  of  the  officer  who  jtf 
them  there. 

To  avoid  further  dispute  respecting  this  vessel,!  rvfl^ 
an  answer  as  soon  as  possble. 

Yxnxr  very  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  R.  ROBERTSON. 

To  Gen.  Gbigobto  Gomxz, 

Commanding  this  Department, 

General  Gomez  to  Mr,  Robertson. 

[TransbtioD.] 
Sattta  AirvA  nx  TAiaAVLtrAi, 

May  5,  1831. 

My  aid -de-camp,  Mr.  Alexander  Vaulac,  hymj^ 
liaa  given  you  satisfaction  for  what  yon  demand  leckai 
tion  as  an  insult,  but  which  was  only  a  precsutioB  « 
the  part  of  the  officer  of  the  bar.  In  the  art,  taS^ 
ordere  are  given  by  which  the  officer  and  crew  msy  Mf 
coromuBieate  with  this  place,  as  my  aforeaaid  sid  hsf  giv* 
you  to  undeniand  ;  this  haughty  official  call  appesfiB|l> 
me,  after  I  had  given  you  verbal  aatiefaetion,  lapenh^ 
dant,  wasting  time,  and  giving  aoope  to  disagreesMeA' 
putes,  which  I  hope  you  will  now  ahun,  as  the  necc^ 
for  them  is  at  an  end,  since  I  perceive  they  weresoogkt  kf 
you  only  as  motives  for  discord  and  disagreement  by  wiM 
to  provoke  these  communications,  and  which  ullinialcly  w 
weigh  against  yourself;  inasmuch  as  I  find  my«lf*' 
sitoation  to  sustain  the  digmty  of  the  nation  which  1 1^ 
sent,  whilst  you  have  an  open  door  through  whiebtBi^ 
to  your  Crovemment  in  caee  you  believe  yourself  si  M  * 
any  particular. 

Thia  I  say  to  you  in  reply  to  your  last  note  on  tlie  Mr 
ject.     God  and  liberty. 

qregoaio  oome^ 

To  the  Coasiri  of  ike  United  Stateefir  thia  fori. 
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MexUoH  AJfairw, 


[SSth  Comb,  la|  8199. 


Mr,  Robertton  to  General  Gomez, 

Tampito,  May  6,  1836. 

Sii :  When  oar  eorrmpondenee  commenced  on  the  lub- 
•ct  of  the  United  States  schooner  of  war  Jefferson  appear- 
9g  off  this  port,  I  did  not  anticipate  for  a  moment,  that 
Dj  word  or  eipression  woUld  M  used  that  could  possibly 
ive  offence  on  either  aide. 

I  was  entirely  unaware  that  .the  royal  order  of  the  131th 
fJttoe,  1771,  was  in  force  in  this  port,  particularly  as  I 
ATS  myself  seen  both  British  and  American  vessels  of  war 
I  iKii  river,  without  the  slightest  InfdVmation  from  any  of 
IS  •otborities  that  they  were  contravening  the  laws  of  the 
nd.  Id  regard  to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty,  to  which 
>u  allade,  I  have  perused  it  with  attention,  and  am  unable 
>  perceive  that  it  has  any  bearing  on  the  present  question. 

The  refusal  to  permit  a  national  vessel  of  the  United 
tates  into  this  port  appeared  to  me  so  extraordinary,  that 
thought  it  necessary  to  ask  from  you  a  declaration  in 
ribog,  lest  I  might,  in  conversation,  have  misconstrued 
Hir  meaning.  This,  and  this  only,  produced  my  note  of 
s  3d  instant,  and  to  this  it  was  confined.  Tou  will  find, 
[  areperusal,  that  I  by  no  means  instated  on  the  entrance 
the  vessel,  as  you  state  in  your  communication  of  yester- 
ij*%  date,  nor  even  did  I  ask  permission. 
As  respects  the  Indecorous  language  to  which  you  allude, 
Iffi  unconscious  of  having  used  any,  and  it  remains  for 
W,  air,  to  point  if  out.  I  most  willingly  disclaim  any  in^ 
Btion  of  the  kind,  having,  in  all  my  intercourse  with  the 
itborities  of  this  country,  treated  them  with  unvaried  re- 
act. 

It  certainly  does  appear  that,  when  an  American  man-of- 
ir  is  off  this  port,  ahe  is  treated  more  like  an  enemy  than 
ftiend.  The  greatest  anxiety  was  exhibited  at  the  bar,  a 
ort  time  since,  when  the  United  States  ship  St.  Louis 
lived,  but  much  more  so  when  the  schooner  Jefferson  ap* 
irad  off.  T  cannot  conceive  it  as  treating  the  American 
I  with  proper  respect,  that  when  an  officer  comes  on 
Dfs  he  is  compelled  to  be  escorted  to  the  town  by  another; 
III  of  itsrif,  implies  a  suspicion  that  the  vessel  is  net  of 
I  character  she  is  represented. 

fo  reply  to  yoar  assertion  that  you  regard  my  represen- 
ioDs  as  a  national  pretext  for  a  rupture  of  amicable  rela- 
M  between  our  respective  countries,  I  have  only  to  dis- 
im  it  as  totally  unfounded  and  unwarranted  by  the  facts 
the  case.  My  Government,  sir,  uses  no  pretexts  for 
i  attainment  of  any  purpose ;  but  I  shall  make  no  further 
iervatioiis  on  this  part  of  your  communication ;  it  will  be 
tmitted  to  higher  powers  tlian  either  you  or  I.  I  have 
\j  to  add,  that  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  take  upon  my- 
i  all  the  responsibility  that  can  juatly  fall  to  my  share  in 
I  transaction.  O.  R.  ROBERTSON, 

rotten.  QnaooBro  Goxiz. 


Mr,  Monatterio  to  Mr.  ElKs, 
[Tranaiation.] 

Palace  or  tbx  Natiowal  Gotbbxmbiit, 

MexitOf  June  H,  1886 

rhe  undersigned,  chief  clerk,  charged  with  the  despatch 
(he  Dep^tment  of  State  and  of  Foreign  Relations,  has 

honor  to  inform  the  oharg^  d'aflaires  of  the  United 
tss  of  America  that,  on  the  1st  instant,  the  American 
ooner  of  war  Jefferson  presented  herself,  and  came  to 
the  port  of  Tampieo ;  on  which,  notice  waa  given  her 
fenander,  by  the  head  of  that  Department,  that  that 'port 
Dg  doeed  against  the  veasela  of  ^  nations,  he  was  pro- 
lied  free  eommnnieation.  The  schooner  continued, 
withsunding,  in  front  of  the  bar  until  the  4th,  when 

made  aul,  after  havinf  spc^Mi  with  the 
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sloop  of  war  the  GnuQpaa^  of  eighteen  g«a%  whieh  cama 
to  in  front  of  the  bar.  On  the  following  day,  there  arri- 
ved also  another  American  corvette,  and  both  remain  an- 
chored there. 

The  commander  of  the  schooner  Grampus  directed  a 
note  to  the  principal  of  the  port^  ihforming  him  that,  by 
order  of  the  chief  of  the  division  on  the  Weftt  India  elation, 
he  had  come  to  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  him  rela- 
tive to  the  insult  whieh  he  had  inflicted  on  the  American 
flag,  'inasmuch  as  the  Jefferson,  wlien  seeking  comnsonica* 
tion  with  the  consul  of  her  country,  was  not  permitted  to 
enter ;  and  when  her  captain  resolved  to  eommunicata  with 
one  of  his  boats,  under  the  conuiand  of  a  naval  offioar. 
on  reaching  the  shore,  waa  seiied,  together  wkh  tlie  erew 
who  manned  it  The  commandant  of  the  department  of 
Tamanlipas,  in  announcing  this  infonnatioa  to  tlie  Secre- 
tary of  War,  protesU  that  the  relation  is  exaggerated 
(which  is  made  by  the  captain  of  the  Giampue)  apon  tha 
inferred*  maltreatment  of  the  Amerioan  afllcer ;  and  saya 
(as  in  truth  is  tha  case)  that  the  oflloer  who  commanded 
tha  fortified  post  on  the  bar,  whilst  in  tha  discharge  of  hia 
duty,  and  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  received 
and  detained  (not  to  be  sent  to  prison,  but  as  a  preeaution) 
tha  said  ofl&ser  and  hIa  crew,  until  lie  could  be  prsaentod 
to  the  proper  authorities,  without  termittiag  free  commu- 
nication before  cpmplying  wittr-thia  requiaite;  and  ha 
further  says  that,  at  the  moment  whan  the  ofiScar  was  pre- 
sented to  him  he  treated-  him  with  decorum,  and  without 
any  harshnees,  and  gvv^him  perroieaion  to  maka  tha  ne^- 
cesaary  oommunicationi  confirming,  moreover,  the  eircom- 
stance  of  the  Jelleraon  'having  preeenled  hemelf  with  aolora 
which  do  not  belong  to  American  ships  of  war ;  and  that, 
having  made  to  the  consul  of  the  United  Stales  the  moat 
sincere  atplanatione  for  an  aecidant  which  aeoompanied 
theee  cireumstanoes,  he  could  not  take  it  as  an  oatraga  dona 
to  the  flag  of  his  country. 

The  Supreme  Mexican  Government  cannot  but  obaerva 
with  surprise  that,  having  an.  agantaoereditad  in  Mexico 
on  the  part  of  the  United  Stateo,  armed  vesaels  should  coma 
to  demand  satisfactioB  for  an  action  which,  acoording  to 
the  foregoing,  has  been  nothing  more  than  a  fulfilment  of 
the  Mexican  laws.  And  it  hopes  that  Mr.  P.  Ellis  will 
give  his  orders  that  tha  said  veasels  shall  retire,  under  tha 
formal  assurance  that  this  Government  is  ready  to  enter  in- 
to explanations,  and  give  such  satisfaction  as  may  be  na- 
oeaeary,  admittUng  that  the  authoritiea  might  have  exceed- 
ed their  powers,  in  considaration  of  the  amicable  ralatioDa 
existing  between  the  two  nations,  and  which  it  is  its  duty, 
as  it  is  its  desire,  to  protect  and  maintain,  and  to  bring  to 
punishment  whatever  Mexican  ofiUcer  may  prove  to  be  cuU 
pable. 

The  nnderaigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reit- 
erate to  Mr.  Powhatan  Ellis,  charg^  d'aflaireeof  the  United 
Statea  of  America,  the  aasurancea  of  his  high  considera- 
tion and  approval. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  M0NA8TERT0. 

To  Mr.  PowBATAH  Ellis, 
Charg4  dfAffairu  of  the  XJnited  Statee  of  America, 


Mr,  EUi$  to  Mr,  Monatterio, 

LxoATioir  or  thi  Usitxd  Statxs  ov  Amxuca, 

Mexico,  June  16,  1886. 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'aflaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tha  receipt  of 
your  excellency's  note  of  tha  14th  instant,  adviaing  him  of 
tha  appeamaoa  of  an  Amaiican  aqnadron  off  tiM  bar  of 
Tampieo,  to  demand  an  explanatbn  of  the  anthaiitiaa  of 
that  place,  for  an  insult  offered  to  tha  AoMricao  flag,  in  tha 
sebura  of  an  oflloar  and  boat's  craw  of  tha  United  Statea 
cottar  Jeftiaon,  an  thair  laadiBf  to  conMnunirata  with 
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SAlli  Com.  1ft  8iM.] 


Mexican  Jljfairt. 


Urn  AoMrteaB  comul,  md  leqoettliifr  the  imdef»ign«d  to 
Older  Mid  aqnodroii  to  retire  horn  its  prtwnt  position. 

To  comply  with  this  request  wonld  involve  a  high  re- 
sponsibility, inconsistent  with  the  datias  of  the  repiesents- 
tive  of  the  United  States^  unless  he  can  accompany  his 
orders  to  that  effisct  with  an  assurance  that  a  previous  sat- 
isfiictory  explanation  has  taken  plaos ;  and  this  is  the  more 
neeessaiy,  since  he  is  not  officially  advised  by  his  Qovem- 
ment  of  the  ptecise  object  of  the  appearance  of  the  Ameri- 
can  s<|Utdron  off  the  harbor  of  Santa  Annade  Tamaulipas. 

The  assurance  given  in  your  note,  **  that  this  Gk>vemF' 
ment  is  ready  to  enter  into  ezpUnations*  and  give  each  eet- 
is&etion  as  may  be  neeessaiy,  admitting  that  the  autboritiee 
might  haTo  exceeded-  their  peweiSy  in  consideration  of  the 
amicable  relations  existing  between  the  two  nations,  which 
it  is  ite  doty,  as  it  is  its  desire,  to  protect  and  maintain, 
and  to  bring  to  punishment  whateirer  Mexican  officer  may 
prove  to  be  culpable,'*  is  reaeived  by  the  undersigned  as  an 
evidenoe  of  frankneas  on  the  part  of  the  Supreme  Mexican 
Qoverament,  indicating  its  friendly  disposition  towards  the 
United  Slailea  of  America.  In  the  same  spirit  of  frankneaa 
atid  cordiaKty,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  for 
your  consideration,  the  original  pepeis,  marked  Noa.  1,  8, 
3j  4,  and  5,  forwarded  to  this  legation  from  the  American 
consul  at  Tampioo,  detailing  tlw  nature  and  character  of 
the  outnge  committed  on  the  American  flag.  The  seixure 
and  impriacnment  of  Lieut.  Osbom  and  his  boat's  crew, 
on  their  landing ;  the  refusal  of  the  Mexican  authorities  to 
extend  to  him  •  that  eonrtesy  due  to' an  officer  of  a  neutral 
Power,  after  hie  ehoncter  wee  known ;  and  the  improper 
language  used  by  the  commandant  general  to  the  Ameri- 
can consul,  in  his  correspondence  with  that  officer,  are  all 
dicumstancaa  masifintmg  en  unfriendly  ipirit  towards  the 
United  States,  which,  I  trust,  will  not  be  countenanced  by 
thie  Oov«mment 

The  suggestion,  made  by  the  commandant  goueral,  that 
the  JelbrMii  preeented  herself  under  colore  which  do  not 
belong  to  Ameriean  ships  of  war,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
cannot  be  correct,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  public  armed  vesseb  of  the  United  Statee^  when  en- 
tteing  the  ports  of  a  friendly  Power. 

Entertaining  the  same  opinion  with  your  excellency, 
that  the  authorities  in  Tampico  have  exceeded  their  joat 
and  legal  powwa,  I  trust  this  unpleasant  difficulty  may  be 
cloeed,  by  the  Mexican  Government  tendering  to  that  of 
the  United  States  an  apology  for  the  Tiolation  of  iu  un- 
qoeetioned  rights^  in  the  outrage  perpetreted  on  Lieut  Oe- 
bom  and  boat'a  crew,  and  in  the  treatment  of  the  Ameri- 
can coneul  at  Tampico;  and  that  the  Supreme  Mexican 
Government  eauee  the  author  of  these  erbitrary  and  lode- 
fensible  acts  to  be  punished. 

ASttT  taking  copies  of  the  enclosed  documenU,  have  the 
kindnees  to  return  the  originals  to  this  office. 

The  undenigned  avaib  himself  of  the  present  occasion 
to  repeat  to  hb  excellency  Don  Jose  Maria  Ortix  Monaste- 
rio,  the  ncting  Minister  of  Foreign  Ai&irs,  ths  assurence 
of  his  distinguished  consideiation  and  respect 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  his  Excellency 

The  AcTiiro  Mivistxe  op  Fomxiev  Apfaibs. 


JM^.  Monasieria  to  Mr.  B9U. 

[Translation.] 

pALAcm  ov  THx  Natiovai.  Gotxbtxskt, 

MexicOf  June  21,  1836. 
The  wideraigaed,  chief  cMl  in  the  Department  of  Rela- 
liene  ebarged  with  ite  deepatch,  has  had  the  honor  t»ie^ 
esiva  the  sole  of  th«  hanoreble  Powhatan  Ellis,  dated  tlie 
leth  instanl^  relkttee  to  the  dispute  which  hae  aiieen  be- 
tween the  miUtaiy  i  iiinigawiam  of  Taayico^  aad  the  eon- 


sul  of  the  United  Stetes  for  that  city,  in  relatioo  to  the 
entrance  of  the  American  cotter  Jefferson.  His  exedlcKf 
the  President  ad  interim,  to  whom  the  undeengDed  hn 
given  an  account  of  the  said  note  and  the  docameoti  whkih 
it  enclosed,  is  of  opinion  that  the  interpretation  which  Ik 
commandant  alluded  to  gave  to  certain  expretAou  of  tbi 
said  consul,  caused  him  to  reply  in  such  a  manner  thith 
departed  from  the  frank  and  amicable  relationt  of  boA 
countries,  until  the  case  became  so  aggravated  that  an  ia- 
suit  was  believed  to  have  been  committed  on  the  fia§  q( 
the  United  States  of  America.  Doubtlees,  auch  wai  sot 
the  intention  of  that  officer,  who  knows  vrell  the  dntiii 
appertaining  to  his  employment,  and  the  reapondbtfitf 
which  he  would  incur  if  be  should  vrilfully  omit  to  pralKl 
the  just  claims  to  consideration  of  every  Power  frirodly  tt 
the  Mexican ;  but,  notwithstandmg  thifl,  the  SupRS 
Government  which  has  supplanted  General  Don  Gitfaii 
Gromez,  in  the  military  commandancy  of  Santa  Aooi  k 
Tamaulipas,  by  substituting  in  his  stead  a  chief  wh«  il 
flatten  itself  will  know  how  to  preserve  greater  hanM^ 
with  the  agents  and  subjecta  of  foreign  nation^  in  oriul^ 
render  more  clear  the  acta  relative  to  the  cutter  J<An|}, 
has  ordered  a  summary  investigation  to  be  initltritl' 
which,  by  putting  in  its  true  light  the  conduct  of  Mr.  fr 
mex,  will  apply  to  him  the  punishment  he  deaerveii  if  tl 
should  prove  culpable,  aa  well  as  to  all  others  ^  if 
have  taken  any  part  in  the  affair  treated  upon. 

This  provision  of  the  Government  of  the  ondcraigMik 
the  best  guaranty  of  the  desire  which  animatei  ill 
strengthen  its  relations  with  the  United  States  of  k^ 
ica ;  and  it  does  not  doubt  that  it  will  prove  the  mort • 
pie  satisfaction  for  the  disagreeable  occurrence  ondacM* 
sideration ;  assuring  Mr.  P.  Ellis,  as  it  does  asni*  hi% 
that  so  far  from  the  military  commandant  of  Tampieal^ 
suing  ordera  or  superior  instructions,  Ms  proceedingiBii 
merited  the  disapprobation  of  hia  excellency  the  Pfwit^ 
insomuch,  as  he  ought  on  no  account  to  have  perflMf 
the  entrance  into  that  port  of  any  ▼easel  of  war,  of  sW 
CTer  nation ;  yet  he  should  so  have  concitialsd  l^iv^ 
that  it  could  not,  in  the  moot  remote  degree,  be  midaiMi 
as  an  insuh  offered  to  the  flag  that  might  be  carried. 

In  consideration  of  all  this,  the  undenigned  flatten  Ui* 
self  that  the  honorable  Powhatan  Ellis  will  have  do  he- 
tation  now  in  giving  his  ordera  for  the  withdrawal  of  if 
squadron  at  present  before  Tampico,  agreeably  to  sW 
was  indicated  in  his  note  of  the  14th  Instant;  andnptfll 
to  the  note  of  his  excellency  aboTo  cited,  retorniog  di 
documents  with  it  enclosed,  he  has  the  satis&ctiop  t^  ** 
new  to  him  the  assurance  of  his  rery  distinguiibed  eortiv 
oration  and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTEBia 

Hon.  PowHATAV  Ellis, 

Charge  d*  Affaires  V.  S.  of  Amerim. 

».  EUU  to  Mr.  Monaeterie. 

LXOATIOV  9f  THB  U.  S.  OX  AxXXICi, 

JIfertco,  Jwu  S5t  1831 
The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mf 
of  America,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of^ 
excellency,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  A&ii%  bo* 
date  of  the  3 1  St  instant. 

In  consideration  of  the  frank  disaTowal  of  the  acH  ^"* 
military  commandant  of  Tampico,  made  by  iK- 1'*'"^ 
no,  in  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  GovanuacBti  eoiil 
assurance  given  that  that  officer  has  already  beea  lan^^ 
from  oflSce,  and  the  determination  expresaed  to  unolf 
court  of  inquiry,  with  a  view  to  the  saniBar;  i»'^j* 
tion  of  his  conduct,  and  to  his  puniabnoat,  Aetf  j|| 
prove  guilty ;  as  wdl  aa  that  of  all  otheis  who  IH|  Ml  j 
aided  or  abetted  in  the  outrage  on  the  Aai>ric>*''l| 
and  the  inault  to  the  Aaericao  oon«ut»  befoe  coiN*"*  I 
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i(  the  aadatMgji«d  U miUag  to MkiMvledgethe rafficiMi- 
.7  of  this  explanation,  anil  on  the  faith  of  a  dae  oxecution 
€  tho  inromiM  above  quoted,  to  order  a  ceMation  of  opera- 
looa  by  the  Avierican  squadron  now  before  Tampico^  so 
■r  as  a  rsclamaiion  for  the  said  outrage  and  insult  is  de- 


TIm  nndersigiied  begs  Mr.  Monasterio  to  believe  in  his 
MMivred  awuranoes  of  consideration  and  raspect 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  his  Excellency 

The  AcTixa  Misttstxa  or  Foasiev  Axruas. 

Mr.  Bilh  to  Mr.  Roberism. 

Lkgatiost  or  ths  United  Stitxs  or  Axirica, 

Mexico,  June  29,  1836. 

Sxh:  The  unpleasant  disagreement  that  occurred  at 
I'anipico,  early  in  May  last,  between  the  Mexican  author- 
ice  and  the  American  consul  of  that  port,  has  been  ami-> 
ab^  adjusted.  This  Government  has  made  an  apology 
>  Uiat  of  the  United  States,  for  the  insult  offered  to  iu 
•g  in  the  seizure  and  imprisonment  of  Lieut.  Otcborn  imd 
oat*B  crew,  when  they  landed  at  Tampico ;  and  for  the 
ode  and  insolent  language  used  by  the  commandant  gen- 
ial to  the  American  consul,  in  bb  correspondence  with 
hat  officer  on  the  subject  of  the  right  of  the  United  States 
ehooner  Jeffisrson  to  enter  the  port  of  Santa  Anna  de 
*amaulipas.  After  one  or  two  interviews,  the  correspond- 
nce  herewith  enclosed  took  place  between  the  acting  Sec- 
itarjr  of  State  and  myself ;  and  I  beg  you  will  have  the 
indnaas  to  furnish  a  copy  of  it  to  the  commander  of  the 
rnited  States  squadron  off  the  bar  of  Tampico ;  and  he 
rill  be  pleased  to  conform  to  the  tenor  of  my  note  of  the 
&th  inatant,  addressed  to  bis  excellency  Jose  Maria  Ortix 
looaaterio,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  A&irs,  unless  he 
aa  pbaitive  orders  to  the  contrary.  The  punishment  of 
laoeral  Gregorio  Gomez,  the  author  of  all  this  mischief. 
If  his  violent  and  indefensible  acts,  was  insisted  upon  as 
just  preliminary  to  the  final  arrangement  of  this  case. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &,c., 

POWHATAN  ELLIS.    ' 

To  Geobos  R.  Robertson,  Esq., 

United  Statu  Conntly  Tampico.  • 

Mr.  EUig  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 

LBOATio^r  or  the  UnfTTS  States  or  Amebic  a, 

Mexico,  July  16,  1836. 

Si  B  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  a  copy  of 
la  correspondence  between  Mr.  Butler  and  the  Mexican 
ecretary  of  Foreign  Relations,  in  regard  to  the  outrage 
lered  to  William  A.  Slacum,  Esq.,  as  bearer  of  despatches 
oxD  the  United  States  Government  to  this  legation.  My 
redecessor  viewed  the  note  of  Mr.  Monasterio,  addressed 
»  him  under  date  of  the  16th  of  March,  1836,  as  an  aro- 
le  apology  for  this  palpable  infraction  of  the  law  of  na- 
0D8  ;  and  I  shall  so  consider  it,  unless  T  receive  your  in- 
tructiuns  to  the  contrary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
Hon.  JoHir  Fobstth, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wa^hingtofi  City. 

m  — — 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 

Lkgatioic  or  thx  U.  S.  of  Axkrica, 

Mexico,  March  8,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
f  America,  has  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  Mr.  Monasterio 
I  communicatfOQ  just  received  from  Mr.  William  A.  Sla- 
cum, an  officer  in  our  navy,  and  the  bearer  of  despatches 
rem  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  this  legation, 


in  which  he  details  the  outrage  and  indignity  ofiered  to 
him  by  certain  subordinate  officers  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment; outrages  perpetrated  not  only  against  himself  per- 
sonally, but  an  indignity  ofiered  to  ttie  Government  of  the 
tJnited  States. 

The  (scU  in  this  case  are  so  dearly  and  amply  narrated 
by  Mr.  Slacum,  in  his  communication  to  the  undersigned, 
that  the  Mexican  Government  cannot  fail  to  peroaive  the 
extant  of  the  offimce  committed,  nor  can  they  be  at  a  lose 
to  determine  as  to  the  reparation  due,  not  only  to  Mr.  Sla- 
cum personally,  but  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  indignity  offered  to  it  in  the  person  of  its  officers  and 
agents. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  to  cite  authorities  from  the  differ 
ent  treatises  on  national  law,  in  order  to  show  the  respect 
due  to  the  character  and  to  the  service  of  all  persons  em- 
ployed as  a  bearer  of  despatches  from  a  Government  to  its  di- 
plomatic agents,  as^t  is  presumed  that  the  subject  is  familiar 
to  Mr.  Monasterio;  the  undersigned  will,  however,  quote 
one  paragraph  from  Yattel,  Jlhe  modem  text-book  on  na- 
tional law,  to  show  the  inviolability  enjoyed  by  all  persons 
employed  by  a  Government  as  messengers  with  its  official 
communications  to  its  ministers  abroad.  Yattel  says  that 
"couriers  sent  or  received  by  a  minister,  his  papers,  let- 
ters, and  despatches,  all  essentially  belong  to  the  embassy, 
and  are  consequently  to  be  held]  sacred ;  and  this  princi- 
ple has  received  the  universal  assent  of  the  civilized  world. 
Hence,  on  all  subjectB  to  which  the  rule  will  apply,  the 
atithorily  b  panunoont  and  supreme.  It  can  be  no  answer, 
then,  to  say  that  some  municiplal  regulation  exiitB  which 
conflictB  vrith  the  privileges  granted  by  the  universal  rule 
of  national  law,  and  that  the  right  of  aending  despatches 
has  been,  or  may  be,  restrained  or  modified  by  a  municipal 
regulation;  because,  in  such  event,  the  superior  power 
would  be  ruled  and  influenced  by  the  subordinate-rpresent- 
ing  a  pohtical  anomaly  without  a  parallel." 

The  passport  received  by  Slacum,  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  is  herewith  enclosed,  and 
shows  clearly  as  well  the  character  of  his  mission  as  the 
objects  of  his  journey  to  Mexico ;  and  is  in  the  usual  form 
of  such  documents  recognised  and  respected  by  the  whole 
civilized  world,  and  procuring  for  the  bearer  universally  the 
respect,  protection,  and  hospitality  due  to  his  character  and 
the  saorednefs  of  the  charge  confided  to  him. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  dtc-, 

ANTHONY  BUTLER. 

His  Ex.  Jose  Mabia  Obtiz  Moitastbbio,  4^. 

Mr,  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Butler. 

[Translation.] 

Palace  of  tbx  Natiobal  GorzBirxxBT, 

Mexico,  March  16,  1836. 

His  excellency,  the  President  ad  interim,  being  charged 
with  the  note  of  Mr.  Anthony  Butler,  of  the  8th  instant, 
and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it,  all  relative  to 
the*arbitrary  conduct  pursued  by  some  employees  in  the  ad- 
ministration genera]  of  the  post  office  towards  Mr.  Willikm 
A.  Slacum,  bearer  of  despatches  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  America  for  the  legation  resident  in 
this  capital,  has  ordered  the  undersigned,  chief  clerk, 
charged  with  the  despatch  of  the  Department  of  Relations,  to 
manifest  to  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  said  States  the  dis- 
pleasure with  which  his  excellency  has  see^the  proceed- 
ings of  the  employees  referred  to ;  and  that,  desirous  to 
shun  a  repetition  of  events  of  a  like  nature,  and  to  make 
due  satisfaction  for  the  outrageous  interference  with  Mr. 
Slacum,  he  has  directed  that  these  employees  should  be 
made  to  understand  his  disapprobation  of  their  conduct, 
and  how  they  should  act  in  similar  cases ;  taking  care,  be- 
forehand, that  they  shall  return  to  Mr.  Butler  the  amount 
levied  as  a  fine  upon  the  bearer  of  despatches. 
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The  QDJeraignedy  In  eompljing  with  this  rapranM  db- 
pofition,  renews  to  Mr.  AnUionj  Batler  the  aspurtneee  of 
nis  Tery  distinguished  conuderiAtion  end  esteem. 

JOSE  MABIA  ORTIZ  MONA8TERI0. 
To  Mr.  AiTTBOUT  Butlir, 

Chargd  d^Affairea  of  the  €7.  8  of  America* ' 


Mr.  Forty th  to  Mr.  EUU. 

DSVABTMCHT  OF  GkrATS, 

WoMhifkgUm^  Jubf  20,  1896. 

Sib  ;  The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  to  this  Department 
from  Mr.  Coleman,  the  acting  consul  of  the  tJniteJ  dtatee 
at  Tabasco,  ,will  inform  you  of  the^outrageous  conduct  of 
the  authorities  there  with  regard  to  the'  officers,  crew,  and 
cargo  of  the  schooner  Northampton,  wrecked  on  the  Mex- 
ican coast  in  that  quarter,  and  in  relation*  to  .the  acting 
consul  himeelf. 

The  accumuUtion  of  causes  for  complaint  on  the  patt  of 
our  citizens  against  the  Mexican  Government,  the  fre- 
quency of  their  occurrence  of  late,  and,  so  far  ae- appears 
from  me  correspondence  of  your  predecessors,  the  indispo- 
eition  of  that  Government  to  inquire  into  them,  to  grant 
satisfaction  for  them,  or  \f>  take  proper  steps  to;  prevent 
their  ^urrence,  heve  by  no  means  tended  to  strengthen 
the  spirit  of  forfa«a ranee  with  which  the  President  has  hith- 
ejtp  acted  towards  Mexico;  entertaining,  as  he  does,  a 
sioljQer^  sympathy  for  her  domestic  troubles,  and*a  hearty 
desire  to  preserve  and  cultivate  the  relations  of  peace, 
friendship,  and  good  neighbfirhood  with  her  Government 
and  people.  He  is  satined,  however,  thst  further  delay 
in  the  acknowledgment,  if  not  in  the  redress,  of  the  injut 
ries  complained  of,  canno^  be  acquiesced  in  Compatibly 
with  the  dignity,  rights,  and  interesu  of  the  United  Statue. 
He  therefore  directs  that;  in  presenting  to  the  notice  of 
that  Government  the  case  of  the  Northemptfm,.  you  will 
make  a  fresh  appeal  to  its  sense  of  honor  and  justice  in  re- 
lation to  our  clauns  generally ;  and,  to  show  that  the  Pres- 
idents estimate  of  the  grievances  suffered  by  our  citizens 
resorting  to  Mexico,  especially  since  (he  fcpnclusion  of  the 
treaty,  is  not  exaggerated,  your  note  Will  refer  to  the  fol- 
lowing cases,  in  which  the  interposition  of  this  Govern- 
nent  has  been  asked  for  since  the  6th  of  April,  1 833,  and 
all  of  which  either  yon  or  your  predecessor  has  heretofore 
been  instructed  to  bring  to  the  notice  pi  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1831,  an  alcalde  of  Menotil- 
lan,  in  the  colony  of  Guazcualco,  instituted  what  is  said  to 
have  been  an  illegal,  arbitrary,  end  oppressive  proceeding 
against  Dr.  Baldwin,  a  citizcif  of  the  United  States,  under 
color  of  a  suit  at  law,  pr^rrcd  and  carried  on  by  a  crea- 
ture of  the  alcaide  himself.  Baldwin  appeared  before  the 
alcalde  to  answer  the  charge  ;  an  alt^Brcation  ensued ;  and 
the  alcalde, ordei^4. him  tp  the  stocks,  which  Baldwin  re- 
fusing, to  submit  to,  attempted  to  escape,  and  was  pursued 
by  a  party  of  soldiers,  who  attciided  the  court.  In  the  race 
Baldwin  fell,  received  an  injury  in  on^  of  his  legs,  waa 
captured,  carried  back  into  the  presence  of  the  alcalde, 
placed  in  the  stocks,  and  afterwards  impri^ned. 

In  February,  1833,  the  schooner  Tdpat,  of  Bangor, 
Maine,  was  employed  by  the  Mexican  Govenrniept  to  carry 
troops  frpni  Mataiporas  to  Galvrstpo  bay. "  Th^  master  and 
mate  were  \iurdei|ied.  by  th^  soldiers  on  the  pussage,  the 
crew  imprisoned,  and  the  vessel  seized  and  converted  to 
the  Mexican  service. 
'  On  the  3l8t  June,  1883,  the  American  schooner  Bra- 
zoria was  seized  in  ihe  port  of  Brazoria,  by  John  Austin, 
the  Mexican  military  commandant  in  that  quarter,  and 
employed  to  make  an  attack  upon  Anahuac,  then  in  pos- 
seaiion  of  i^tsurgents.  During  the  attack  she  was  injured 
so  as  to  be  made  iinseaworthy,  and  was  abandoned  as  a 


totkl  fdte,  for  which  the  anderwfitera  have  fteH««di 

compensation. 

In  the  summer*  of  18SS,  the  atecmbftat  Hidiigs  « 
schooner  Gensolafion,  belonging  to  Aaron  Leggalt,  of  Hi 
Yortc,  iv^ra  foreiUy  tAen-posaeesim  of  by-MeiteaB  oiii 
at  Tabasco,  and  used  by  them.  The  brig  John,  Moagi 
to  Leggett,  was  also  detamtfd,  and  fhdiiey  was  cxtal 
from  him.  The  consequences  resulting  froai  than  a 
are  represanted  to  have  been  ruinooa  ^  the  nfimr,  i 
the  Mexican  Qovemment  is  dearly  boand  by  tha  trnlv 
indenknify  him  for  them. 

In  March,  1634,  Captain  McKeige,  of  the  schaoacr  I 
dustry,  of  Mobile,. wasiimprispped  at  Tahasoo,  and  ai 
horbitant  fine  demanded  of  him  without  caoaa.  Thspi 
mentof  the  fine  being  made  the  only  condition  upon  vis 
he  could  be  allowed  to  depart,  he  abandoned  his  vcsd  i 
her  cargo  to  Uie  authorities,  who  afUrwards  sold  tkte. 

In  the  summet'  of  18S4,  the  brig  Paragon,  of  N<wTs 
was  causelessly  fired  into  on  her  way  to  Vera  Gnnliyl 
Mexican  public  armed  schooner  Tampico.  In  samr 
an  official  representation  on  the  subjrct  by  Mr.  Bote,  i 
Government  piromised  that  the  affair  ijiould  beio^ 
into ;  but  this  Department  is  nnt  informed  that  tha  piM 
has  been  fulfStled.  *    ' 

In  the  beginning  of  May;  last'  year,  the  answer  of  d 
cera  aupptMed  to  lielong  to  the  custom-house,  who  bod 
the  Ophir,  of  New  York; 'on  hkr  arrival  at  Campesdiy, 
an  inquiry  of  the  captain  as^  which  of  the  diip'i  ^ 
it  wonid  be  necessary  to  'present  at  the  custom-boei^  * 
accidentally  or  intentionally  misinterpreted.  la  ctf 
quence  of  this,  notwithstanding  all  the  papers  ware  iboi 
to  the  boMing  officers,  the  invoices  only  being  «M 
at  the  custom-house,  the  vessel  was  seized  and  coodoH 

In  May,  1 835,  dso,  the  schoonei  Martha,  freo  ^ 
Orleans,  wAs  seized  at  Galveston  bay  by  the  MexicnWB 
scbobnet*  Montezuma  for  an  alleged  non'ConipltaMeif 
scrme  of  the  formalities  of  their 'Tevehue  laws.  '  Frtirrfi 
passengers  of  the'  Martha  wore  put  in  *  irons  vndei ' 
hiftehes*  bf  the  Montezuma,  and  otherwise' trcatad  «rf 
great  barbarity',  nierdy  fbr'an  imputed" intentioe  ts  • 
their  fire-arms  against  a  guard  that  had  been  plic(i< 
board  the  Martha. 

'  In  Novemlier,  1835,  the  schooner  Hannah  aad  Be 
beth  of  New  Orleans,  was  stranded  in  attempting  to  *^ 
Matagorda  bay.  While  ki  diitf' condition,  A»  ^ui^ 
into -by  the  Mexican  armed  schooner  Bravo,  baaaW  I 
twenty  armed  aoldiers  under  the  command  of  twe  ^^ 
who  forcibly  took  the  master,  crew,  and  pasaengan^'' 
wreck,  pillaged  them  of  most  of  their  rlolhea,  aii<l  cwV 
them  in  the  hold  of  the  Bravo  until  their  arrival  it  lU 
moras,  where  they  were  continued  in  confiDeDrBt;>i 
through  the  urgent  representations  of  our  coiwul  thcK** 
but  the  captain  were  eventually  released.  It  is  no(ta>i< 
to  the  Department  that  he  has  yet  been  liberit<'<'»  (f  ^ 
any  satisfaction  has  been  offered  by  the  Mexino  G««e» 
ment. 

On  the  17th  of  February  last,  William  KaHenia^J* 
mon  Hull,  citizens  of  the  United  Btatea,  were  ^T*^' 
the  streets  uf  Matamoras  by  a  party  of  armed  soUirrs  ^ 
struck  Hull  in  the  face  with  a  aword,  and  fordM/^ 
both  to  the  principal  liarrack  in  that  city,  where  dtfj**' 
confined  upon  suspicion  of  being  about  to  proceed  10  Tn 
as.  Shortly  afterwards,  sentinels ^'ere  placad  « th«Jf 
of  the  consura  residence,  under  false  prctenrei,  i>^ 
communication  with  the  liouae  prohibited.  AnneJ  ^ 
broke  open  hii'  gate  Coring  hu  absence,  forcibl;  tov' 
mare  and  two  mules  'belonging  to  him,  entered  |^'  "^ 
with  drawn. swortifi,  and  searched  every  room  initi  >«* 
avowed  object  of  finding  the  consul.  HsBelt  ^  ^ 
hjavV  been  released,  but  the  Department  is  not  ••^■J*? 
any  reparation  has  been  made  for  the  procwdin?'  •!"• 
them,  or  for  the  insult  to  the  consul. 
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*    II 


MCX9tOtt  J\l^nf9m 


[SMiCove.  latSm- 


In  FebratTy  teft,  an  attompt  wm  made  at  the  city  of 
leprieo'  to  Uke  from  Mr.  W.  A.  Slacum,  proleetod  by  a 
otmar'i  paaaport  from  this  Department,  pablie  defpatchea 
f  thii  Government,  addreased  to  Mr.  Botler.  The  attempt 
tiled,  but  Mr.  Slacum  waa  fined  and  detained  for  earry- 
ng  dBcial  letters  on  his  person,  authenticated  by  the  en- 
brsement  of  this  Department,  and  directed  to  the  charf6 
I'lflhirai  of  the  United  States-  in  Meirico. 

In  March  last,  the  schooner  Edipae  was  detained  at 
^abaseo,  and  her  master  and  crew  maltreated  by  the  an- 
borities. 

In  April  last,  the  brig  Jane,  schooner  Compeer,  and  other 
nerchant  ressels  of  the  United  States,  were  forcibly  detain- 
d  at  Mstamoras.  ' 

Ton  will  also  notify  the  Mexican  Grovemment  that  it  is 
xpscted  afty  8i(mage  which  may  have  been  sostained  4iy 
itizenf  of 'the  Uniteid  States,  in  conseqnence  of  the  recent 
mbairgo  at  Vera  Cniz,  Tampico,'  and  other  Mexican  porta 
D  the  Gnlf,  will  be  repailred,  pnrsuant  to  the  stipulation  in 
be  treaty.  The  papers  now  sent,  show  that  the  military 
ommandant  of  Tampico  has  made  the  embargo  a  pretext 
n  interrupting  or  obstructing  the  correspondence  between 
Im  commander  of  the  United  States  revenue  cutter  JeflTer- 
on  and  onr  consul  there.  For  these  acts,  proper  satisfati- 
ion  will  likewise  be  expected.  The  outrages  and  indlgrii- 
iee  committed  against  conaula  and  other  officers  of  the  Uni* 
td  States,  though  not  more  unjust  nor  attended  with  dr* 
ttmstances  of  greater  hardships  than  thoae  done-  to  intlivid- 
•1  citizens,  are  nevertheless  to  be  considered  as  greater 
iolations  of  the  rif^hts  of  the  United  Statea,  and  to  be  rep- 
wented  accordingly.  ' 

Though  the  Department  is  n'ot'in  posMssion  of  proof  of 
n  the  circumstances  of  the  wrongs  done  in  the  above  cases, 
•  represented  by  Iha 'aggrieved  parties,'  yet  (he' complaints 
n  sDch  as  to  entitle  them  to  be  listened  to,  and' to  justify 

3emind  oh  fl)e  Mexican  Qovemntent  'that  they  shall  l>a 
vomptly  and  properly  examined,  and  t^ai  suitable  redress 
hell  be  affordetl.  You  will,  therefore  immediately  address 
(troilg  but  respectful  representation  to  the  Mexican  G<)v. 
riibwnt  on  the  subject  of  these  various  injuries.  You  will 
iw  remind  it  of  the  numerous  other  complaints  which  have 
ten  made  from  time  to  time,  and  which  still  remaii^,  unre- 
raiied.  You  will  likewise  set  furth  the  great  forbearance 
rbich  the  Govemnif  nt  of  the  United  States  has  practised 
nrtrds  Mexico,  aAd  tj)[e  friendly  and  benevolent  motives 
rhieh  have  led  to  it ;  and  you'  will  state  that  the  President, 
ndtng  that  this  ii]6deration  and  forbearance,  so  far  from 
eing  appreciated 'by  Mexico,  seem'only  to  be  met  by  new 
Bjaries,  is  constrained,  by  a  high  sense  of  diity,  to  ask  of 
)e  Mexican  Government  such  reparali<^n  as  these  accumu- 
ited  wrongs  may,  on  examination,  be  found  to  require. 

Iff  contrary  to  the  President's  hopes^  no  satisfactory  an- 
<^r  shall  he  given  to  this  just  and  reasonable  demand 
ithin  three  weeks,  you  will  inform  the  Mexican  Govprn- 
Mnt  that,  unless  redress  is  afforded  without  unnecessary 
eta;^,.  yoiir  further  residence  in  Mexico  will  lie  uselera.  If 
lis  sfite  o(  things  continues  longer,  you  will  give  formal 
stice  to  the  Mexican  Government  tHat^  unless  a'sattsfac- 
Hy  aniiwcr  shall  be  given  within  a  fortnight,  you  are  in- 
^rnctod  to  nisk  for  your  passports ;  and,  at  the  end  of  that 
pw>  if  you  do  q^ot  receive  such  answer,  it  is  the  President'^ 
iractioH  t^.it  you  demand  your  passporu  and  return  to 
M  United  States,  bringing  With  yon  the  archives  of  the 
Igatibn.  ^      ' 

Mr.  Willisni  A.  Weaver,  Who' is  sent  as  a  sfiecial  mes- 
Ager  with  this  communication,  ^ou  will  dctoip  until  you 
in  fmme  a  full  report  to  the  Department,  as  to  thf  state  of 
le  business  of  your  mission,  as  well  that  under  the  charge 
TMr.  Butler  as  that  intrusted  to  you.  You  will  also  send 
y  the  messenger,  on  his  return,  (if  they  can  be  prepareJ 
ithin  a  reasonable  time,)  copies  of  Mr.  Butler's  despatches, 
tot.  U,  23,   52^'  58,  54,  58,  and  64»  the  originals  of 


which  were  never  received ;  and  of  all  his  correspondence 
with  the  Mexican  Government  ahd  with  othen,  on  puUic 
buainesa,  ao  fair  as  tha  records  and  flies  in  the  legation  will 
•  aBow  yon  to  do.     Mr.  Botler  waa  repeatedly  inatrueted  to 
aopply  theae  papers,  but  the  instructions  have  not  been 
'cbnipliM  with;  t  The  ^petlse  nf  the  tranacripto  required 
will  be  made  a  separate  charge  in^ydnr  accounts^  and  will 
he  accompanied  by  proper  vnuchers.  During  Mr.  Weaver's 
necessary  detention,  yon  will  avail  yonrself  of  hia  aaiistance 
in  making  the  copies.     He  haa  received  five  hundred  dol- 
lars on  account  of  hia  expenses  to  Mexico.     Yon  will  fur- 
nish him  with  a  like  aum  to  defray  his  expenses  on  his  re- 
turn to  Washington,  for  which  your  draft  on  the  Depart- 
ment will  be  honored. 
I  have  the  honor  to-  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  t  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

f'owRATAF  Ellis,  Esq., 
;      Chargdtf  Affair^  U.  S,  A.,  Mexico. 


»> 


Mr.  Coleman  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 

CoirsuLArB  U.  S.  Ammica  at  Tabasco* 
>  San  Jttan  BatuiOt  May  18,  1839. 

Sra :  It  becomes  my  duty,  as  vice  consul,  to  make 
known  to  the  Department  the  loss  of  the  schooner  North- 
ampton, burden  68  36-05  tons,  belonging  to  New  York, 
William  M.  McKeige  master.  She  waa  stranded  about 
five  leagues  west  of  the  Tabasco  river,  with  a  full  assorted 
cargo  on  board  for  this  market,  the  major  part  of  which  was 
safety  landed  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  said  vessel.  The 
loss  to  those  interested  would  have  been  but  trifling,  had 
not  the  custom-house  oAicers  and  military  taken  forcible 
poasession  of  every  article  saved,  ar  soon  as  they  arrived  at 
the  wreck.  -  'I^he  ofiicers  and  crew  of  the  schooner  remon-^ 
strated  against  their  violent  and  illegal  proceedings,  and 
they  were  immediatelr  aasaolted,  and 'the  mate  was  severe- 
ly wounded  by  one  of  the  cpstom-honse  officers ;  the  goods 
were  then  abandonicd-to  tbe-saif]  ofiicers  and  aoldiers,  and 
they  at  once  commenced  plundering  and  secreting  the  most 
valuable  articles.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner 
piioceeded  to  this  city,  and  made  a  formal  abandonment  of 
the  whole  Into  my  hands  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  handed 
me  a  list  of  the  goods  actually  saved  from  the  wreck,  aa 
well  as  the  manifest  of  the  entire  cargo.  I  took  the  neces- 
sary steps  for  the  interest  of  these  concerned.  On  taking 
possession,  from  ihe  jcuf tom-houae  ofiicers  and  soldiers,  of 
the  goods,  I  found  that'  more  'than  on^ -half  of  the  goods 
that  were  saved  from  the  wreck,  and  left  in  the  keeping  of 
the  custom-house  ofiicers. and  aoldiers,  had  bepn  disposed 
of  by  them,  and  no  account  grven  6f  tl^e  same.  I  repre- 
sented the  circumstance  to  the  proper  authorities,  but  coold 
get  no  redress  whatever;  they  winjc  at  every  outrage  or  dep- 
redation committed  on  Americah*  prdperty  by  their  under 
ofltcera. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  Texas,  we  have 
' '  daily  to  submit  to  insult  and  injuAtice,  not  only  from  pri- 
vate citiiens,  but  from  the  higbek>t  authorities ;    and  there 
'  is  no  piospcct  of  any  change,  except  it  l»e  for  worse  treat- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  mo<(t  olicdient  servtnf, 

W.  E.  COLEMAN. 

Hon.  JoRx  FonsTTH, 

Secretary  of  Siu/e,  Wathing/on. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   W,  E,   Coleman,  Esq.,  acting 
■  coi^uLofthe  United  States  at  Tdbaseo,  MexicOi  to  the 
Seerelaty  cf  Siate^  dated  June  6,  1836. 

**  About  two  weeks  since,  I  was  summoned  before  an 
alcalde  of  this  city,  and  publicly  insulted  and  ill- treated, 
and  narrowly  escaped  imprisonment,  because  I  refuel  to 
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S6<h  Cove,  lal  Sau.] 


Mnfimm  Ajftin, 


Ugalize  doeaoMnlt  to  •fftot  inmr>iici»  at  New  OcImm  dwt 
w«r0,  in  my  opuion,  drMva-  op  to  cWfirwid  the  uoder- 
writen ;  tbey  nttde  meii j  thiMts»  end  wiiA  they  would  de 
every  thing  thet  ley  in  their  power  to  iojme  me  the  ftrat 
opportonity. 

*'  A  short  time  previous  to  the  aboTe,  tn  American  tee 
captain  wae  unjustly  puniahed  and  fined  by  the  city  au- 
thorities. There  waa  a  move  by  one  of  the  couneii  to  re- 
nil  the  fine ;  but  the  question  waa  asked  by  another,  to 
what  country  the  captain  belonged ;  and,  on  learning  that 
he  was  a  North  American,  they  replied,  *  that  will  do ;  we 
will  not  let  pass  an  opportunity  to  puniah  iheoe  people.' 

*'  I  could  fill  a  volume  with  facts  of  the  tenor  of  the  fore- 
going ;  but  conceive  the  above  repieaentationa  sufficient  to 
satisfy  you  of  the  state  of  things,  and  of  the  government  of 
this  repubUc.  These  acts  of  oppression  are  not  oommiled 
by,  nor  at  the  instance  o^  the  common  people ;  but  by  the 
higher  orders,  and  those  in  authority.'* 


Mr.  ElUs  i0  Mr.  Fwtyth, 

Lkoatiok  of  thk  UviTiD  8tats»  or  AifsmicA, 

Mexico,  October  1 1,  1886. 

Sia :  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  my  note  of 
the  36th  ultimo,  addressed  to  his  excellency  the  acting 
Minister  of  Foreign  Aflairs,  in  compliance  with  your  instruc- 
tions of  the  20th  July  last,  and  his  answer  of  the  3d  in- 
stant. 

In  the  discharge  of  this  delicate  and  highly  responsible 
duty,  I  have  been  influenced  by  an  anxious  desire  to  pur- 
sue the  tenor  and  spirit  of  your  instructions.  I  have  care  • 
fully  abstained  from  saying  any  thing  that  could  be  viewed 
as  improper,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  and 
I  sincerely  hope  a  returning  sense  of  justice  on  the  part  of 
this  Government  will  induce  it  to  listen  favorably  to  the 
communication  thus  presented  for  its  serious  deliberation. 

The  policy  of  this  nation  haa  been  so  uniform,  since  the 
recognition  of  her  independence,  in  pursuing  a  long  series 
of  injuries,  wantonly  and  illegally  inflicted  upon  the  com- 
merce of  evtrj  i^wople  coming  within  bcr  reach,  and  with- 
out granting  to  the  injured  parties  any  satisfaction  what- 
ever, that  it  would  seem  to  preclude  all  hope  of  a  satis- 
factory adjustment  of  our  claims.  But,  be  assured,  every 
possible  exertion,  consistent  with  the  honor  and  interest  of 
our  country,  shall  be  used  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the^United  States  on  this  subject.  I  shall  endeavor, 
likewise,  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  his  excellency  the 
President  ad  interim  of  this  republic,  the  propriety  and 
justice  of  abandoning  the  policy  heretofore  practised  to- 
wards citizens  of  the  United  Sutes  trading  with  Mexico, 
and  the  great  advantages  likely  to  result  to  both  countries 
by  efiecting  such  a  change.  If,  however,  I  should  fail  to 
attain  this  desirable  object,  (as  will  probably  be  the  case,) 
your  instructions  relitivo  to  that  event  shall  be  promptly 
obeyed. 

Duplicates  of  my  despatches  Noi.  19  and  30  are  en- 
closed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  regard, 
your  obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  JOHK  FORSTTH, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  city. 


Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Moncuterio. 

Lkcatiosc  ov  tmx  U.  S.  of  AMsRiri, 

Mexico,  September  26,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  charg^  d'aftaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  his  excellency 
the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  that  tbe  schooner. 
Northampton,  burden  nearly  sevmty  tons,  of  and  from 
New  York,  William  M.  McKcige  master,  stranded  in  the 


early  part  of  the  present  yew  fivs  leagiias  vest  ef  thrTa- 
betoo  riser,  with  a  full  and  assorted  cargo  on  boaidflhi 
greater  part  of  which  was  safely  landed  by  the  ofikm 
and  crew  of  said  vessel.  JThe  loes  to  those  intsnalBaa- 
suUing  from  this  accident  would  have  been  inconsidsnhK 
had  Boi  the  custom-hoase  offioera  and  miliury  tahaa  teii- 
ble  possession  of  every  article  saved,  as  eeon  as  thsf  a» 
ved  at  the  wreck.  Againat  so  violent  and  illegal  a  piocMi 
ing,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Northampton  pmtsrtd, 
whereupon  they  were  immediately  assaulted,  and  the  9^ 
severely  wounded  by  one  of  the  custom-house  oflicerk  Af- 
ter ibis  occurrence,  the  goods  were  abandonad  to  thsoi- 
cen  and  aoldiers  aforesaid,  who  at  once  commenced  plv- 
dering  and  secreting  the  most  valuable  articles  belon|iic 
thereto.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner  thai  p» 
eeeded  to  the  city  of  Tabasco,  made  a  formal  abaadA- 
ment  of  the  whole  into  the  hamlaof  the  United  Statacoa- 
sul  at  that  place,  and  furnished  him  with  a  list  of  the  foi^ 
actually  saved  from  the  wreck,  as  well  as  a  jaanilestsf  iki 
entire  cargo.  On  tbe  consul's  taking  charge  of  tbe  piA 
which  had  been  left  in  poasession  of  the  custom-hoasc  S- 
cers  and  soldiers,  not  one-half  of  those  saved  from  ii 
wreck  were  delivered  to  him,  nor  was  any  accooot  gm 
of  the  balance.  These  circumstances  were  represcDtsda 
the  proper  authorities  in  Tabasco,  but  they  have,  opiate 
moment,  refused  or  neglected  to  give  any  explanatioa  a 
redress  to  the  injured  parties. 

Such  illegal,  violent,  and  arbitrary  acts  ontbepaitrf 
the  officers  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Government,  sfcl- 
ing  so  serbusly  the  persons  and  property  of  those  taM 
to  its  protection,  furnish  a  just  cause  of  oomplaiat;ail 
the  frequency  of  their  recurrence  of  late,  the  'mdispoiiim 
of  this  Government  to  inquire  into  them,  to  grant  isttifr 
tion  for  them,  or  to  take  proper  stops  to  prevent  thaajfr 
currence,  can  by  no  means  tend  to  strengthen  thatifait 
of  forbearance  with  which  the  President  of  the  UvM 
States  has  hitherto  acted  towards  Mexico;  entertaimn^a 
he  does,  a  aincere  sympathy  for  her  domestic  tioublsib  <*' 
an  anxious  desire  to  cultivate  the  relations  of  fvi^ 
friendship,  and  good  neighborhood  with  her  Govemwrt 
and  people. 

To  satisfy  your  excellency  that  the  above  statenntg 
based  upon  fticts,  the  undersigned  will  refer  to  the  folP- 
ing  cases,  a  majority  of  which  have  heretofore  been  bmi^ 
to  the  notice  of  this  Government,  and  all  of  which  hm 
occurred  since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  ot  amity,  a» 
nierce,  and  navigation  between  the  two  countries.        • 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1831,  an  alcalde  of  McBij|> 
Ian,  on  the  Guaxcualco  river,  instituied  what 
have  been  an  illegal,  arbitrary,  and  oppressire 
against  Doctor  John  Baldwin,  a  citizen  of  the 
States,   under  color  of  a  suit  at  law  preferred  and 
on  againat  him  by  a  creature  of  the  alcalde  hin»selC 
win  appeared  before  the  alcalde  to  answer  the  chaip:! 
altercation  ensued,   and  tbe  alcalde  ordered  him  le 
stocks ;  which  Baldwin  refusing  to  submit  to,  he  at 
to  escape,   and  was  pursued  by  a  party  of  armed 
who  attended   the  court.     In  the  race,  Baldwin  Ul^ 
ceived  an  injury  jn  one  of  his  lege,  was  captured, 
back  into  the  presence  of  the  court,  pUced  io  the  •!  91 
and  afterwards  imprisoned. 

In  February,  1832,  the  schooner  Topat,  ofBtf^| 
Maine,  was  employed  by  the  Mexican  Govcmaiaojijl 
carry  troops  from  Matamoras%>  Galveston  bey.  *■•; 
master  and  mate  were  murdered  by  the  soldiers  <*  "ji 
passage,  the  crew  imprisoned,  and  the  vessel  aeiwl  Mi 
coiivsated  to  the  Mexican  service.  | 

On  the  2l8t  Juno,  1832,  the  American  schooner  »» 
zoria  was  seized  in  the  port  of  Braxoria,  by  JoIjo  Am*i^; 
tbe  Mexican  military  commandant  in  that  qotftMt  ** 
employed  to  make  an  attack  upon  Anahuac,  then  ia  W 
possession  of  insurgents.     During  the  sttack,  ihc  aras# 


Ui 


APPENDIX— 7\>  Gaits  Sf  Seaton't  Register. 


299 


MexUan  AJfmn* 


[S5lh  Cove.  Isi  Ssss. 


ijiiMd  M  le  b6  renteed  anMaworthy,  and  wMmbw* 
IMDtJy  abtndoned  m  a  total  Iom  ;  for  which  the  imdar- 
\9li»$  have  received  no  oompeneation. 
h  the  •ummer  of  1833,  the  eteamboat  Hidalgo,  and 
sboaner  Coasolatian,  belonging  to  Mr.  Leggett,  were 
ircibljr  taken  poMeation  of  by  Mexican  ofiicera  in  Tabaaco^ 
ad  OMil  by  them  for  their  own  purpoaea.  The  brig  John, 
•loogiog  to  the  same  gentleman,  waa  aUo  detained,  and 
KKMjr  extorted  from  him.  The  eonaequenoaa  reanlting 
am  theie  acta  are  represented  to  have  been  minona  to 
be  ftofferrr;  and  the  Mexican  Government  is  dearly 
wad,  ooder  the  treaty,  to  indemnify  him  for  them. 
Id  Mirch,  1 834,  Captain  McKeige,  of  the  schooner  In- 
tutiy,  of  Mobile,  vtas  imprisoned  at  Tabaaoo,  and  an  ax- 
rbhant  fine  demanded  of  him  without  cause.  The  pay- 
tsnt  of  this  fine  being  made  the  only  condition  on  which 
)  could  be  allowed  to  depart,  he  abandoned  hia  vessel  and 
ir|o  to  the  authorities,  who  afterwards  sold  them. 
In  the  summer  of  1834,  the  brig  Paragon,  of  New  York, 
IS  cauielessly  fired  into,  on  her  way  to  Vera  Croz,  by 
n  Mexican  armed  schooner  Tamplco.  In  reply  to  an 
Rdal  representation  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Butler,  this 
IsverDmenc  promised  that  the  aflfair  should  be  inquired  in- 
»;  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  this  promise  has  been 
N&plied  with. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  laat  year,  the  answer  of  an  of- 
»r,  supposed  to  belong  to  the  custom-bouse,  who  board- 
I  die  brig  Ophir,  of  New  York,  on  her  arrival  at  Cam- 
Mchy,  to  an  inquiry  of  the  captain  as  to  which  of  the 
Dp*s  papers  it  would  be  neceasary  to  present  at  the  cus- 
Q -house,  was  accidentally,  or  intentionally,  roirinterpre- 
d.  In  consequence  of  this,  notwithstanding  all  the  pa- 
Mi  were  shown  to  the  boarding  officers,  the  Invoicea  only 
ibg  exhibited  at  the  custom-boose,  the  vessel  was  seized 
id  condemned. 

In  May,  1835,  also,  the  schooner  Martha,  from  New 
rieaos,  waa  seized  at  Galveston  bay  by  the  Moxiean  aim- 
I  aehooner  Monie«ima,  for  an  alleged  non-compliance 
jth  certain  iormalitiaa  of  their  roTenue  bwa.  Four  of 
•  passengers  of  the  Martha  were  put  in  irons  under  the 
itdies  of  the  Montezuma,  and  otherwise  treated  with 
aai  barbarity,  becaaaa  of  an  imputed  intention  to  use 
mx  fire-arma  against  a  guard  that  had  been  placed  over 
MB  on  board  the  Martha. 

In  November,  1833,  the  schooner  Hannah  Elizabeth,  of 
»w  Orleans^  waa  stranded  on  the  bar  in  attempting  to 
Iter  Matagorda  bay.  While  in  this  condition,  she  was 
ad  into  by  the  Mexican  armed  schooner  Bravo^  boarded 
'  twenty  arme<l  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  two  offi- 
ng who  forcibly  took  the  master,  crew,  and  passengers 
ntk  the  wreck,  pillagcM^  them  of  most  of  their  clothes^  and 
pined  them  in  the  hold  of  the  Bravo  until  their  arrival 
Matagorda,  where  they  were  continued  in  oonflnamenL 
liroogh  the  urgent  rapreaentations  of  the  consul  of  the 
uted  States  aft  that  place,  however,  all  but  the  captain 
rra  ultimately  released ;  and  although  a  respectful  note 
IS  addreseed  to  your  excellency  in  relation  to  this  trana- 
jioD,  under  date  of  the  30th  of  May  last,  the  undersigned 
a  not  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  that  unfortunate 
dividual  (the  captain  of  the  Hannah  ElizabethJ  still  re- 
lins  confined  in  the  dungeons  of  the  Bravo  de  Santiago, 
whether  any  aatia&ction  haa  been  ofiered  for  an  out* 
|e  80  daring. 

On  the  17th  of  February  last,  William  Hallett  and  Zal- 
m  Hull,  ciiizena  of  the  United  States,  were  arrested  in 
}  streets  of  Matamoraa  by  a  party  of  armed  soldiers, 
to  struck  Hull  in  the  face  with  a  sword,  and  forcibly 
ik  both  to  the  principal  barrack  in  that  city,  where  they 
va  confined  upon  snapicion  of  being  about  to  proceed  to 
Has.  Sentinela  were  placed  at  the  doors  of  the  consul's 
adence  aubaequant  to  the  arrest  of  Hallett  and  Hull, 
der  faJae  pretencea,  and  all  cnaunwucation  thamwith 


ptohihiled.  Anned-  aoldiera  broke  oped  hia  gate  during  hia 
abaenoe,  forcibly  took  a  mare  and  two  mulea  bekmBing  to 
him,  entered  hia  houae  with  drawn  swords,  and  searched 
every  room^  in  it,  with  the  avowed  object  of  finding 
the  eonaul  himaelf.  HaHet  and  Hull  have  been  released ; 
but  to  the  note  addrasaed  to  your  ezoelleney  on  the  3th 
instant,  on  this  subject,  no  satisfiactory  answer  has  been 
raeeived. 

Tha  sehooner  Eclipee,  Abner  Lane,  master,  of  Mobile, 
arrived  off* Tabasco  in  March  last,  with  a  cargo  of  lumber; 
and,  on  being  boarded  by  an  ofHoer  of  the  eoatoma  below 
the  city,  the  captain  delivered  his  papen^  agreeably  to  the 
laws  of  Mexico ;  he  was  then  ordered  on  shore,  and  there 
detained  until  the  ensuing  morning.  At  that  time  the 
officer  aUttded  to  made  search  of  the  vessel  for  oontraband 
goods,  and  then  sealed  the  hatchea^  forecastle,  and  bulk- 
heads ;  which  being  done,  a  guard  waa  left  on  board,  and 
the  Teasel  despatched  up  the  river.  On  her  paasage  up, 
she  was  visited  by  four,  or  five  boata  that  reported  thorn* 
selvee  as  belonging  to  the  cuatom-hoose ;  but  they  had  no 
anaign  or  other  mark  to  diatingutsh  them  aa  sueh.  Each 
of  these  boata  overhauled  everything  on  board  not  under 
the  ouatom-house  aea^  and  forcibly  took  the  ahip'a  proTl»* 
ions  for  their  own  use,  leaving  the  crew  on  short  allowance. 
After  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  the  city  of  Tabasco^  ad- 
dition^ guarda  were  placed  on  board.  The  captain  waa 
then  given  to  understand  he  might  land  his  cargo;  but  oa 
the  following  day  the  guard  was  again  increaaed  in  number, 
and  he  waa  nut  permitted  to  discharge  his  Teasel  with  her 
own  crew — laborers  having  been  sent  from  the  show  to 
perform  that  duty,  contrary  to  the  captain's  expraased 
wish.  After  the  Tpssel  waa  diacharged,  another  unsne- 
cessful  search  for  contraband  goods  was  instituted,  in  the 
prosecution  of  which  the  cabin  and  furniture  were  muoh 
broken  and  otherwise  injured ;  notwithstanding  all  which, 
an  exorbitant  bill  of  expenaae  waa  presented  to  Captain 
Lane  for  discharging  the  vessel  as  aforesaid,  and,  upon  his 
refusing  to  pay  the  same,  and  making  a  formal  abandon- 
ment of  the  veasel,  she  was  seized  and  ha  imprisoned. 
At  the  last  advioea  received,  the  one  still  remained  in  elpsa 
confinement,  and  the  other  faat  moored  in  the  river. 

In  April  last,  the  brig  Jane,  the  schooner  Compeer,  and 
other  Teasels  of  the  United  States,  were  foreihly  detained 
for  a  length  of  time  at  Matamoraa. 

And  in  May  last,  the  consul  of  the  Unitsd  Statea  at  Ta- 
basco waa  aummon^  before  an  aldada  of  that  ci^,  and 
required  by  that  functionary  to  authanticata  public  docn- 
mento  under  the  coneuUr  seal  of  hia  ofllce.  Upon  hia  re- 
fusal  to  comply  with  thia  extraov^naiy  demand,  he  waa 
ilUreated,  and  threatened  with  impriaenmant  \  tlie  akhide 
thereby  constituting  himaelf  an  arbiter  to  decide  upon  tha 
propriety  of  the  discharge  of  dutiea  confided  to  an  officer 
bearing  the  commission  of  a  foreign  Power,  te  whom  alone 
he  is  responsihie  for  the  foithful  dischargs  of  idl  bis  pabKe 
obligations. 

The  flag  of  the  United  Statee  has  been  lopaatedly  in- 
aulted  and  fired  upon  by  the  public  armed  Teaseia  of  than 
QoTemment ;  her  consuls,  in  almoat  OTcry  port  of  the  i»* 
public,  haTe  been  maltreated  and  insulted  by  the  pubUe 
authorities ;  her  cittaens,  while  in  the  pursuit  of  a  lawful 
and  peacdul  trade,  haTO  been  murdered  on  the  high  eeaa 
by  a  licentiooa  and  nnrastrsinad  soldiery.  Others  havn 
been  arreeted  and  scourged  in  the  streeCa,  by  the  military^ 
like  common  malafactora ;  they  have  been  aabad  and  im- 
prisoned  under  the  moat  frivoloua  pretexta ;  their  property 
has  been  condemned  and  confiscated,  in  riolation  of  exiai- 
ing  treatiea  and  the  acknowledged  laws  of  nations^  and 
large  sums  of  money  have  been  exacted  from  them,  con- 
trary to  all  law.  Theee  acta  of  outrage  and  oppression, 
with  the  nuroeraua  other  complainta  which  have  bean 
made^  firom  time  to  time^  and  which  still  remain  uniedrese- 
ed,  have  painfully  impressed  open  the  mind  of  the  IVw- 
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dent  of  the  United  Stetes  that  the  grekt  moderttibii  and 
forbearance  which  be  baa,  on  ail  oceaaioni^  prtwtiaed  to- 
waida  Meiioo,  and  the  friendly  and  beneroMnt  motiTca 
which  have  led  to  it,  have  not  been  properly  appreciated ; 
and  he  now  feels  himaelf  conatrainedjliy  rhigh  iMae  of  dnty, 
to  ask  of  the  Mexican  Government  e«ch  reparation  ka  these 
aocumulated  vrrongs  may,  on  inqniry,  be  found  to  require. 

The  undersigned  is  also  instructed  to  make  known  to 
your  excellency  that  it  is  expected  that  aiiy  damage  which 
may  have  been  austained  by  citiiens  of  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  the  recent  embargo  ar  Vera  Cms,  Tarn- 
pico,  and  other  Mexican  ports  on  the  Qulf,  will  be  repair- 
ed, pursuant  to  the  etipnlations  <^  the  treaty.  '      '   *    ' 

The  private  claims,  generally,  of  citixens  of  the  United 
States,  to  e  vast  amount,  arising  out  of  flagrant  violations 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  have  been  made  by  my  predeceasors 
the  subject  of  repeated  and  unavailing  applications  to  this 
Government  for  adjoKtment.  After  these  unexpected  pro- 
crastinationa  in  rendering  justice  to  those  who  had  been 
invited  into  the  ports  of  the  republic,  under  the  most  sulemn 
gnaranties  of  protection,  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  the  United  Sutes  should  ask  that  their  datma  may  be 
inveattgated,  and  aeknowlodged,  if  found  to  be  correct. 
Every  principle  of  international  law,  and  of  equity,  re- 
quires that  remuneration  should  be  granted  to  the  sufferers, 
who  have  been  thus  reduced  to  ruin  and  beggary  by  the 
unaothorised  acts  of  men  who  have  violated  the  laws  and 
usages  which  regulate  and  control  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  all  civilised  nations.  Such  remuneratiou 
ia  doe  to  that  high  sense  of  honor  and  justice  which  the 
underaigned  confidently  believes  will  ever  animate  the 
Mexican  Government  in  maintaining  those  friendly  rela- 
tions which  so  happily  exist  between  the  two  republics ; 
and  permit  him  to  add,  it  is  due  to  the  honor,  the  interests, 
and  the  righta  of  bis  own  country. 

Many  of  the  cases  not  enumerated,  as  well  as  those  now 
particularly  refarred  to,  marked,  as  they  are,  by  the  strong- 
est evidence  of  cruelty  and  injustice,  cannot  be  made  a 
matter  of  eontroversy  at  Ihia  time.  The  establidied  prin- 
oiplea  of  pablie  law,  governing  the  rights  of  those  in- 
terested, are  too  clearly  defined  to  leave  a  doubt  upon  the 
queations  involved  in  a  settlement  of  the  claims  now  re- 
apeotfolly  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Mexican 
Government. 

The  undersigned  cannot  conclude  this  note  without  ex- 
praasing  hie  assured  confidence  that  the  enlightened  and 
Kbeial  views,  and  known  aense  of  justice,  of  his  excellency 
the  President  ad  interim  of  the  supreme  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, will  impel  him  speedily  to  arrange,  with  entire  satis- 
faction, then  aUeged  cauaes  of  complaint  against  that  Gov- 
enunent. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  instruc- 
tions from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  demands 
that  full  reparation  be  made  to  all  persons  who  have  sus- 
tained injury  in  the  several  cases  now  set  forth ;  that  all 
private  claims  of  citixens  of  the  United  States  on  thb 
Government  be  promptly  and  properly  examined,  and 
suitable  radreas  afforded ;  and  that  due  satiafiiction  be  given 
for  the  numerous  insults  offered  to  the  officers  and  flag  of 
the  United  States,  as  hereinbefore  represented. 

The  nndenigned  improves  the  present  opportunity  to 
lenew  to  Mr.  Monaaterio  the  assurance  of  his  very  distin* 
gaiahed  eonaideration.  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  hie  £xeellenc][  Joss  Makia  Obtis  MoifASTSBio, 

ile^tn^  MifMer  of  Foreign  Ajfdire. 

Mr,  Monoiterio  to  Mr,  ElHe. 

[Translation. — Confidential.  ] 

PavAmTitsnT  ot  Rslatiohs, 

Mexico,  October  S»  1886. 

The  nndenigned  has  the  honor  to  advise  the  Hon.  Mr. 


Ellis,  that  he  has  duly  received  hie  note  of  the  86di  ahiM^ 
in  which"  he  aaka  that  the  Supreme  Mexican  Govennnt 
should  take  into  consideration  the  dilbvent^sabjeett  nl 
reclamations  iherein  mentioned ;  but  aa,  in  order  ta  do  ^ 
it  is  neeeesary  for  the  undersigned  to  examine  the  TiriM 
documents  touching  the  cases,  some  or  which  an  of  ^ 
dates,  he  has  given  instructions  that  they  should  bseolnl» 
ed  in  the  Department  of  State,  ao  that  an  eccoaat  of  da 
whole  may  be  presented  to  his  excellency  the  Prendcsts^ 
interim  /  the  result  of  which  will  be  communiesttd  eiifc 
all  despatch  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  BlH*:  to  whom,  ia  tho  bm 
time,  he  renewa  the  assurances  of  his  very  distioKaaU 
consideratioif. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MON.\8TERI0. 


Mr.  EUie  to  Mr,  Fonytk.^Extrad. 

Lboatiov  of  thk  UifiTxn  Statxs  or  Avxiici, 

Mex^Of,  October  4, 1836. 

Sim:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  to  joo tb 
correspondence  (marked  A)  between  the  acting  Miauls 
of  Foreign  AfiEairs  and  myself,  in  relation  to  the  OBDi|e 
committed  on  the  American  consul  and  two  dtttem  of  (h 
United  Slates  at  MaUmoras.  From  the  difectioo  lb. 
Monaaterio  waa  pleased  to  give  my  noto  on  this  rafajNl, 
it  was  impossible  to  conjecture,  from  past  experience,  wta 
a  satisfactory  answer  would  be  received.  I  have,  tbae* 
fore,  thought  it  proper  to  embrace  this  case  in  the  enoM* 
ated  causes  of  complaint  presented  to  the  Mexicen  Gei- 
ernment  on  the  36Ui  ultimo. 

To  the  Hon.  Johjt  Fobsttb, 

Secretary  of  State,  Waehington  CUtf. 

Mr,  Elhs  to  Mr.  Monasterio, 

Lkoation  op  the  UjriTKD  States  ox  AuBaxci, 

Mexico,  September  9,  ISM. 

The  undersigned,  chargA  d'affidrea  of  the  Unitsd  8Mb 
of  America,  has  the  honor  fo  represent  to  your  exctflescf, 
that,  on  the  17th  February  last,  William  HaHetandZri- 
mon  Hull,  (the  step-son  of  the  consul  of  the  United  8ttW 
at  Matamoras,)  citiiena  of  the  United  States,  were  vnf 
ed  in  the  street,  near  the  habitation  of  the  connii  of  «i 
Statee,  by  a  party  of  armed  MJ^era,  who  brataOj  iMi 
Hull  in  the  face  with  a  sword;  and  fordbly  took  then  H 
the  principal  barrack  in  the  city  of  Matamoras,  when  iMf 
were  confined  as  prisoners.  A  short  time  after  tbii  0009* 
rence,  sentinels  were  placed  at  the  doors  of  the  v^^f 
of  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  and  all  eomiaaaiali^ 
therewith  prohibited. 

Armed  soldiers  broke  open  his  gate  during  his  ehaeCN 
and  ibrcibly^took  out  of  the  enclosure  of  his  private  frofe? 
one  mare  and  two  mulee;  and  aftorwardaenteretl  th*ke0i 
with  drawn  swords,  to  the  great  terror  of  thefemelce*!*' 
family,  and  aearched  every  room  in  the  boUdiDf  wilkfi' 
avowed  intention  of  finding  the  father  of  Mr.  HalL  ^^ 

From  these  facts,  it  is  apparent  the  outrage  coDBOim 
has  been  attended  with  circumstances  of  injory  >>>^  jj^f 
wholly  inconsistent  with  those  Uws  and  regulsiioM  ffv^ 
govern  the  commercial  intercourse  between  nation^  flj 
which  have  heretofore  been  the  protection  of  ooaanhnal 
countries.  Your  excellency  must  be  too  well  ^^VJfj^ 
with  these  laws,  not  to  be  aware  of  the  irregularly  av 
proceedings  of  the  local  authorities  at  Matamorsi,  »  v 
instance  alluded  to,  and  that  they  are  m  ^fvMa^l^^ 
righu  of  a  Government  on  terms  of  anuty  with  the  vtm 
Mexican  States. 

The  undersigned  will,  however,  remark,  that  wli«««* 
suls  resident  in  a  foreign  country  are  received  witMiC' 
press  conditions,  they  must  be  considered  w  eteadiaf  * 
the  footing  eetablished  by  the  common  oonaent  el  etteettfl^ 
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Cnstom  and  nsage  have  afCertained  and  fited  their  tmmu- 
aHm,  where  it  baa  not  been  done  by  conventional  law ; 
iDil  any  infraction  of  them  ia  jostly  eonatdored  an  indignity 
jfbred  to  the  country  who#e  commiswion  the  consol  beara. 

The  ondersigned,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  instrac- 
lioDS,  demands  reparation  to  the  injured  individuals  here- 
inbefore mentioned,  and  due  aatiafaction  for  the  insalt  offer- 
ed to  his  (loremment  in  the  perpetration  of  tlie  arbitrary, 
md,  he  truats,  unauthorixed  acts  of  the  commandant  gen- 
ml  of  die  department  of  Tamauiipas  and  New  Leon. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  pre- 
lent  to  his  excellency  the  acting  Mmister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
he  assurance  of  his  great  respect  and  diatingniahed  cotisid- 
sration. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  bis  Excellency  Josk  Mabia  Oktiz  Moxastbbio, 
Actitig  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


Mr,  MuftaAterio  to  Mr.  EiUs, 

[Translation.] 

Palace  or  the  National  Gov«hmvie?tt, 

Mexico,  September  \9,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Minibter  of  Foreign  Affairs,  has 
be  honor  to  advise  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis  that  bis  note 
if  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  the  outrages  committed  in 
llattmoras  against  the  consul  of  the  United  Stales  of 
Imerlca,  and  two  other  citizens  of  the  same  i$tatas,  by  a 
iarty  of  soldiers,  has  been  ihia  day  transmitted  to  the  Sec- 
at87  of  War,  for  such  provisions  as  be  may  think  fit  to 
lictate  in  the  caae. 

The  undersized  engages  to  communicate  to  Mr.  EUis 
be  resolution  of  the  aaid  Sccrclarv  of  War,  and  in  tlie  mean 
tmc  avails  himiM'If  of  the  occasion  to  repeat  to  him  the 
uurances  of  his  very  dibtiiiguished  consideration. 

JO»B  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhataw  Ellis, 

Cfiar^e,    d*  Affairs  of  tht  U,  S.  nf  Amtrica. 


Mr.  Ellis   to   Mr.   Fursyth. 

LE&ATIOSr    of    TRR     U.   8.   of  AiMXBICJl, 

Mexico,   October  6,  1836. 

Bii»  The  enclosed  eorrerfpondencc  (marked  C)  in  refer- 
Bceto  the  proceedings  had  before  the  mercantile  tribunal 
t  Vera  Cruz,  in  the  case  of  the  schooner  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
'recked  near  that  port  on  the  1 9th  of  July  la«t,  will  inform 
ou  of  the  course  I  deemed  it  nece^ary  to  pursue,  with 
ticw  to  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  citizens  of  tho 
United  States,  and  to  resist  a  manifest  infraction  of  the 
'ell-efltahlished  principle  of  tnaritime  law.  What  order 
M  Supreme  Mexican  Government  may  take  upon  this 
Kitcr,  I  am  y«i  to  learo;  ta  my  note  imder  data  of  the 
Sth  aldmo,  repreaenttng  this  affair  in  its  true  light,  has 
ten  transferred  from  the  Foreign  jOfHce  to  the  Minister  of 
lace  and  Justice;  where,  from  tho  evasive  policy  of  this 
Qvernment,  it  may  rest  unnoticed  as  long  as  that  referred 
» the  Minister  of  War  and  Marine  in  tho  case  of  the  Han- 
ih  Elizalietb. 

The  papers  (D)  show  that  the  court  of  admiralty  at 
ampeachy  has  violated  an  imperative  duty  under  the 
jpulations  of  the  treaty  subsisting  between  the  coun- 
tet,  to  the  injury  of  those  intereutcd  in  the  case  of  the 
1g  Aurora,  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Sisal,  and  libelled  in 
tftt  court  subsequent  to  her  disaster.  This  Government 
implained  of  ihe  conduct  of  the  American  consul  in  this 
>»,  and  I  immediately  wrote  to  liim  for  a  full  statement 
Tlhe  proceedings.  Hid  reply  states  that,  on  demand,  the 
ulge  had  refused  to  furnibh  him  with  a  copy  of  the  rec- 
fd ;  ii)  conicqtience  of  which,  the  notes  now  enclosed 
Vut.  XIV  .-A  31 


pasied  between  thhi  legation  and  the  acting  Minister  of 
Foreign  AfTaira. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  dec, 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  the  Hon.  Jouv  Fobsttr, 

Secretary/  of  State,  Woihington  dty* 

Mr.  EUh  to  Mr.  Monasteno. 

LsoATioar  or  the  U.  8.  of  Amssica» 

Mexico,  September  16,  1830. 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affairea  of  the  United  Stalea 
of  America,  haa  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  schooner  Peter 
D.  Vroom,  E.  F.  Kelly,  master,  sailed  from  Philadelphia 
on  the  12th  of  June,  1836,  consigned  to  Crecencio  Boves, 
Vera  Cruz,  and  on  the  19th  of  July  next  enauing  was 
wrecked  on  the  coast  forty  miles  above  Vera  Cruz.  The 
captain,  afler  taking  every  precaution  to  save  the  cargo  of 
his  vessel,  came  down  to  the  place  of  his  deatination,  and 
noted  protest  before  the  American  consul,  and  appouited 
him  agent  to  dispose  of  the  cargo.  This  officer  despatched 
▼easela,  and  conveyed  to  Vera  Cruz  the  whole  of  the  said 
cargo  saved  from  the  wreck ;  and  the  same  wac  tendered 
to  the  original  consignee,  who  refused  to  accept  it.  HM 
consignee  subsequently  made  a  formal  abandonment  before 
the  mercantile  tribunal  of  Vera  Cruz,  who  thereupon  ap- 
pointed him  agent  for  the  underwriters  to  dispoee  of  the 
cargo  for  the  fc«nelit  of  those  concerned.  To  the  appoint- 
ment of  this,  or  any  other  agent,  the  American  consul  ob- 
jected, and  claimed  the  control  of  the  business,  after  the 
rendition  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  giving  the  order  of 
sale.  Crecencio  Boves,  however,  renounced  hia  agency 
for  the  sale  of  the  cargo,  and  Manuel  de  Vega  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  place,  with  the  same  powers,  and  for  the 
same  object :  who  proceeded,  on  the  30th  of  July,  under 
an  order  of  the  mercantile  tribunal,  to  sell  the  cargo  in 
question,  without  the  consul  of  the  United  States  having 
received  any  official  notice  thereof.  Against  this  sale  the 
said  consul  protested. 

From  an  examination  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  your  ex- 
cellency will  perceive  that  the  mercantile  tribunal  uf  Vura 
Cruz  exceeded  its  just  authority,  in  withholding  from  tho 
agent  and  consul  of  the  United  States  that  participation  in 
the  sale  of  the  cargo  of  the  Peter  D.  Vroom  to  which  he 
was  clearly  entitled.  It  is  a  general  duty  imposed  upon 
consuls  of  the  United  States,  when  vesf  ela  of  the  United 
States  are  stranded  on  the  coasts  of  their  cousulatca^  to  take 
proper  measures  for  saving  such  vessels,  their  cargoes  and  ap- 
portances,  and,  after  deducting  the  charges  and  ezpenaes  ac- 
cruing on  the  salvage,  to  deliver  over  the  same  to  the  own- 
ers. In  the  performance  of  thia  duty,  in  the  caae  now  un- 
der conaideralion,  vessels  were  despatched  to  the  asaistanoe 
of  tho  wreck,  and  that  portion  of  the  cargo  not  already  de- 
stroyed was  conveyed  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  tendered,  aa  be« 
fore  stated,  to  the  consignee,  Crecencio  Boves;  but  he 
refused  to  receive  it,  and  thereafter  made  a  formal  aban- 
donment. In  this  btate  of  the  case,  there  being  no  owner 
or  supercargo  present,  the  master  of  the  vessel,  by  a  uni- 
versally acknowledgetl  principle  of  maritime  law,  became 
the  agent  for  the  owners  and  shippers,  and  had  a  right  to 
take  such  steps  as  he  might  deem  proper  for  the  benefit  of 
those  interested.  In  the  exercise  of  this  right,  conceded 
by  the  laws  governing  the  commercial  world,  and  guaran- 
tied to  him  by  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity, 
commerce,  and  navigation,  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  United  Mexican  States,  the  uudersigned 
is  at  a  lo>8  to  conceive  how  the  court  of  admiralty  in  Vera 
Cruz  could  have  overlooked  the  first  pretensions  of  tlie 
agent  of  the  master  to  control  the  sale,  and  receive  the 
proceeds  arising  therefrom,  tinder  the  order  of  the  court 
If  there  could  be  any  doabt  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of 
t'le  course  contended  for  by  the  consul,  the  following  de- 
crees of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Government  itself  will  con- 
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clusively  demonstraU  ii  to  be  correct.     The  first,  under 
date  of  the  36ih  of  August,  1831,  provides  that   **ifa 
ship,  galley,  or  other  vessel,  be  stranded  or  wrecked,  wc 
order  that  the  vessel,  and  all  things  that  may  be  found  ap- 
pertaining thereto,  be  delivered  to  the  person  or  persons  to 
whom  they  belonged  prior  to  damage.'      The  second,  un- 
der date  of  the  4lh  of  Octuber,  1835,  decbres:  <<  To  ful- 
fil better  the  spirit  and  letter  of  *  la  ley  recopiiado*  on  ship- 
wrecks,  which  was  ordcrfd  to  lie  observed  in  a  circular  of 
the  26th  of  August  last,  his  excellency  the  President  has 
decreed  that  the  judicial  authorities  who  may  have  or  take 
cognizance  of  the  cai^e,  must  deliver,  with  sll  formality, 
and  with  corresponding  security,  to  the  consignee  or  con- 
signees,   who  may  appear,    the   effects  brought   by   the 
wrecked  vessel ;  and,  in  case  none  should  appear,  or  they 
should  make  abandonment  in  wiitlng  and  in  legal  form, 
(to  which  eflfect  they,  the  authorities,  will  take  care  to  cite 
them,)  (he  coniugnees,  if  they  should  be  found  in  the  same 
or  distant  parts,  using  for  that  purpose  all  the  means  that 
may  be  in  conformity  with  equity  and  justice,  the  judge 
will  cause  the  effects  to  be  deposited  in  accordance  with  tlie 
consul  or  vice-consul  of  the  nation  to  which  the  vessel  be- 
longed, if  there  be  one ;  and  in  every  case  advice  must  be 
given  to  the  Supreme  Government,  in  order  tliat  this  latter, 
if  it  be  deemed  convenient  or  necessary,  may  adopt  such 
measures  as  exclusively  belong  to  it.     It  is,  however,  un- 
derstood, this  is  not  to  stay  proceedings  of  sale  and  depo»- 
ite  of  the  product  of  the  effects  saved  or  damaged,  and 
even  of  the  vessel  itself,  if,  after  survey  or  information  of 
witnesses,  it  should  appear  that  they  cannot  be  preserved 
without  serious  damage  or  risk  of  total  loss.''    From  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  these  decrees,  the  undersigned  is  fully 
pnrsuaded  it  was  the  duty  of  the  judicial  tribunals  in  Yera 
Cruz  to  name  the  consul  of  the  United  States  as  agent  to 
sell  the  cjirgo,  and  receive  the  proceeds,  for  the  benefit  of 
all  concerned.     It  must  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Boves,  the 
consignee,  formally  abandoned ;   that  there  was  no  owner 
or  supercargo  present ;  and  that,  in  contemplation  of  law, 
the  master,  £.  F.    Kelly,  was  agent  for  the  owners  and 
shippers,  and   had  a  right  to  appoint,  as  be  did,  an  agent 
to  act  for  him  until  the  owners,  shipjiers,  and  underwriters 
could   be  heard  flrorn.     How,  then,  could  the   mercantile 
tribunal  of  Vera  Cruz,  having  the  degrees  above  quoted  be- 
fore them,  deprive  Mr.  Burrough,  as  consul  and  agent,  of 
his  right  to  superintend  the  sale,  and  receive  the  proceeds 
thereof,  under  the  direction  of  the  proper  authorities  t     He 
did  not  except  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court ;  nor  could  he, 
with  propriety,  say  any  thing  against  the  highly  intelligent 
and  respectable  gentleman,  Don  Manuel  de  Vegs,  named  as 
agent  by  that  tribunal ;  but  he  had  a  right  to  protest  against 
the  deposite  of  the  proceeds  orising  from  the  sale  in  the 
bands  of  a  person,  contrary  to  the  principles  of  maritime 
law,  and  the  decrees  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Government. 

The  undersigned,  In  making  tliese  suggestions  on  the 
law  arising  out  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  entertains  the  hope 
that  his  excellency  Jos^  Maria  Ortiz  Monastcrio  will  see 
the  propriety  of  ordering  the  proceedi*  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  cargo  of  the  schooner  Peter  D.  Vroom  to  be  paid  over, 
with  as  little  delay  as  pos4bIe,  to  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  legal  agent  enliilod  to  the  same. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  repeat  to  Mr  Monas- 
tcrio the  assurance  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  his  Ex.  JosK  Mavia  Ohtiz  Monastxhio, 

Acting  Mimsier  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  .Mmtuierio  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

[Translation.] 

Pala(;£  of  the  ISational  Goti.rs.me> t, 

Mexico,  Sepiunber  21,  1830. 
The  iiulc  uf  the  honorable  Powhalau  Elli«,  addrcsi^cd  to 


the  nodersigned,  «6ting  Miairter  of  FareigD  AHaini  ukt 
date  of  the  15th  insunt,  upon  the  subject  of  the  occufiHoi 
in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  cargo  of  the  Ameiicaa  iduNMr 
*'  Peter  D.  Vroom,"  which  was  wrecked  ontbeeoaftiw 
distance  from  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  has  bsen  thii  in 
transferred  to  the  Minister  of  Justice,  as  a  subject  cobb| 
within  the  province  of  his  duties,  agreeably  to  the  inrtiv- 
tions  of  his  excellency  the  President  ad  tn/criei;  themih 
of  which  the  undersigned  will  communicate  to  the  hosor* 
able  Mr.  Ellis,  to  whom  he  is  now  prompted  to  lenew  de 
assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONA9TERI0. 
To  the  Hon.  PewHiTAir  Ellis, 

Charge  df  Affaires  of  the  U.  S.  of  Amtrita. 


Mr.  EIUm  to  Mr,  Mortasterio. 

Legation  op  thb  Umitkb  Statzb  of  Amzsici, 

Mexico,  September  30,  18J<i 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'afiaires  of  the  United  Staki 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  inform  your  excelleixj  fbn 
he  has  received  an  answer  from  the  American  ronaiit 
Campcachy,  in  reply  to  the  note  addressed  to  hinio refer- 
ence to  the  proceedings  had  in  the  admiralty  court  at(M 
place,  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Aurora,  wrecked  on  the  CM 
of  Sisal.  It  appears,  from  his  statement,  that  the  judge  «f 
the  dii>trict  has,  in  direct  contravention  to  the  twentj-fll 
article  of  the  treaty  now  in  full  force  between  die  lw»- 
publics,  refused,  on  demand,  to  give  to  the  parlies  isteteS- 
ed  a  copy  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  the  case  in  qoesQC, 
and  that  this  prerequisite  is  indispensable  to  enable  hiab 
give  a  satisfactory  statement  of  the  whole  transaction.  Ha 
excellency  Jos^  Maria  Ortiz  Monesterio  is  too  w«0«- 
quainted  with  the  importance  of  such  a  document  vA^ 
admit  the  necessity  of  its  production,  before  a  definite  <•*- 
rangement  can  be  made  on  this  subject.  The  undcMgaii 
therefore,  trusts  that,  with  as  little  delay  as  posnbic,  u 
order  may  be  given  to  the  court  at  Campe^icby  io  funi*^ 
to  the  owners,  or  the  agents  of  thoce  interest^],  s  fid  d 
complete  record  of  the  judicial  proceedings  bsd  on  tki 
wreck  of  the  brig  Aurora. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  acknowleilgc  lMt^ 
ccipt  of  Mr.  Monaster io's  note  of  the  1 9th  iuiUni ;  aoiie- 
proves  the  present  occasion  to  as«iure  htm  of  bis  diftiogiB^ 
ed  consideration.  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  his  Ex.  Joss  Mabii  Ortiz  MoNASTfimio, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affain. 

Mr,  MoncLsttrio  to  Mr.  EUit. 
[Translation.] 

P ALACK  or  THE  NATIOSkAL  GoV  bniSXI.>T, 

Mexico,  Stpttmbtr  27,  1631. 

'J'hc  undersigned,  acting  Ministpr  of  Foreign  Ai6i»«s^ 
the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Powhatan  Ellis  thalkit 
note  of  the  20th  instant,  relative  to  the  rase  of  tfcc  M( 
Aurora,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Miiiisterof  JD»ticf,k- 
cause  it  being  a  subject  wiih  which  he  is  rojirtrifsot, • 
one  embraced  within  his  peculiar  functions,  be  viD  dieuv 
all  proper  proviKions,  the  results  of  which  the  uru^Efv 
will  advise  Mr.  Ellis  of;  to  whom  he  renews  the  ausi*""' 
of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  .MONASTERIO- 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatak  Ellis. 

Churgf.  d* Affaires  U.  S.  of  Anun'ca. 


Mr,  i:iti:t  to  Mr.   For.sffth.—Kjclarf. 
litGATioN  OF  rar.  Unitki»  Statm  or  AxiiiJf*! 

Mexico^  Ochtber  11,  1836- 
'Si a:  As  alitatly   iniiinulid  to  yoy,  I  ha^e  bilk  c*!*" 
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ation  of  a  MtisfBCtory  ii^ititiiient  of  oar  ehims  on  thtt 
Tovemmmt.  I  shall,  howerer,  pOTsoe,  to  the  letter,  year 
nstrticHoiis  on  the  subject,  and  advise  yoQ  from  time  to 
Ime  of  sQch  progress  as  I  may  make  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  esteem,  your  obedient 
•nrant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  Jo  HIT  FOHSTTR, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wafktngtan  city. 


•  iUr,  EUU  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Ligation  op  tbr  Uxitsd  Statis  or  AMtmicii 

Mexico,  October  86,  1886. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  iaforroation 
I  copy  of  my  nate  of  the  20th  instant  to  the  acting  Minis- 
er  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  on  the  subject  of  my  letter  addressed 
»  him  00  the  36th  ultimo,  and  his  answer  to  the  same. 
[f  I  receive  no  further  communication  from  the  Government, 
I  shall,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days,  inform  Mr. 
If  onasterto  of  my  intention  to  demand  my  passports  at  the 
apiralion  of  two  weeks,  should  a  satisfactory  answer  be 
vithheld  in  regard  to  the  alleged  causes  of  complaint 
igainst  the  Mexican  Government. 

I  will  again  suggest,  that  I  have  no  hope  of  a  satisfac- 
loiy  adjustment  of  our  af&irs  with  this  Government ;  yet 
iveiy  principle  of  justice  would  seem  to  require  at  the  hands 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  that  this  matter 
ihoald  be  pressed  to  a  speedy  and  honorable  conclusion. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hoc.  Joas  FoasTTH, 

Secretary  of  State,  Waskingion  city. 

Mr.  BliU  to  Mr.  Mtmaeierio. 

LseATio5  OF  THi  U.  S.  OF  Amirica, 
Mexico,  October  20,  1636. 

The  nnder«igned,  charg^  d'aflaires  of  the  United  States 
bT  America,  asks  permission  to  call  the  attention  of  your 
Kcellency  to  his  note  of  the  26th  ultimo. 

In  presenting  so  urgent  a  representation  as  he  did  on 
dlat  occasion,  of  the  wrongs  of  which  his  Government  has 
Nich  just  cause  to  complain,  the  undersigned  indulged  the 
bope  that  a  returning  sense  of  juctice  on  the  part  of  the 
^preme  Mexican  Government  would  have  Induced  it  to 
Boter  into  a  speedy  arrangement  of  all  alleged  causes  of 
complaint  against  it ;  but  he  has  seen  with  regret  that  his 
inticipationa^  thus  far,  have  not  be«n  realized.  He  now 
bat  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency,  that,  unless  re- 
dress is  sfTorded  without  unnecessary  delay  in  the  several 
cases  heretofore  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Government, 
the  longer  residence  of  the  undersigned,  as  the  repreeenta- 
live  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Mtr  that  of  Mexico,  will  be  useless. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  opportunity  thus 
presented  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  his 
Hnduninished  personal  esteem  and  distinguished  considera- 
tion. POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Tu  his  Ex.  Josi  Maria  Omnx  Men astkeio. 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairt. 

*  Mr.  MonoMterio  to  Mr.  Elite. 

[Translation.] 

Palace  07  thi  Natioital  GoTXRsrxxvT, 

Mexico,  October  21,  1836. 

The  UBdenigiied,  acting  Minister  ol  Foreign  Affidrs,  haa 
^  with  pain  the  not*  which  the  honorable  Powhatan 
addieaied  U>  him  yeeterday,  advising  that,  unless  he 
neitved  a  Dfonpt  reply  to  that  of  the  26th  ultimo,  he 

hie  midence  ia  Mciiioo  m  the  wp- 


i  a  poa 
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rseentative  of  the  United  States  of  America.  The  Gov« 
emmeni  of  the  undersigned  cannot  understand  how  a  de- 
lay in  the  reply  to  any  note,  however  grave  its  subject  may 
be,  could  be  considered  a  sufficient  cause  for  ta|ung  the  step 
referred  to — much  more  if  it  is  recollected  that  the  delay 
in  such  answer  doee  not  arise  from  any  omission  on  the 
part  of  the  minister,  but  from  circumstances  which  it  is 
not  in  his  power  to  eontrol.  These  circumstances  in  the 
present  instance,  as  the  undersigned  has  already  had  the 
honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  owing  to  the  ne- 
glect of  his  predecessors  in  the  office  at  this  time  under  hie 
charge  in  some  of  the  matters  to  which  the  note  aforesaid 
of  the  26th  ultimo  refers,  are,  the  necessity  of  procuring 
documents  from  the  offices  of  the  other  secretaries,  and 
even  from  the  Governments  of  the  respective  departments 
themselves ;  snd  the  time,  although  it  may  be  very  pre- 
cious, requisite  to  collect  such  documents,  in  order  to  ex- 
amine deliberately  the  several  points  with  which  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  conversant  before  replying  to  them  in  a  man- 
ner called  for  by  the  interests  of  the  nation,  and  the  desire 
of  the  Supreme  Government  to  render  satisfaction  to  that 
of  the  United  States  in  every  case,  supported  by  justice^ 
among  the  reclamations  which  have  been  presented. 

Theee  observations  cannot  fail  to  haye  their  due  weight 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis;  and 
as  the  undersigned  had  supposed  he  was  previously  im- 
pressed with  tliem,  the  greater  pain  was  caused  that  he 
ahould  have  imagined  the  Mexican  Government  had  paid 
little  attention  to  his  note  aforesaid,  and  that  h«  should  have 
manifested  any  intention  to  withdraw  himself  from  the  func- 
tions which  he  now  exercises. 

The  undersigned,  with  the  advice  of  his  excellency  the 
President  ad  interim,  can  do  nothing  more  at  this  time 
than  reassure  the  charg^  d'affairee  of  the  United  States,  that 
as  soon  as  he  can  collect  and  examine  all  the  neoeesary  data, 
he  will  reply  to  the  note  in  question.  He  has  already  made 
requisitions  to  this  efiect  for  thoee  that  are  wanting.  He 
will  hasten  their  transmission  to  this  office ;  and  he  protests 
that  he  will  occupy  himeelf  exclusively  with  the  affidrs 
which  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  has  submitted  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Supreme  Government. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  his  excellency  the  assurance  of  bis  very  distin- 
guished consideration  and  esteem. 

JOSB  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatait  Ellis, 

Chm-gi  dC Affaires  of  the  United  States, 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

LseATiov  OF  TUX  UviTXD  Statss  of  Amsrica, 

Mexico,  November  10,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  my 
note  of  the  4th  instant,  addressed  to  his  excellency  Jom 
Maria  Ortis  Monasterio,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affidrs^ 
in  compliance  with  your  inetmctiona  of  the  20th  of  July 
last  He  has  not  answered  this  communication.  You 
see  by  a  reference  to  his  note  of  the  21st  ultimo,  in  answer 
to  mine  of  the  preceding  day,  that  he  designates  no  time  at 
which  he  will  be  prepared  to  give  the  neceesary  explana- 
tions, and  under  such  justice  as  may  be  deemed  common- 
snrate  with  the  injuries  complained  of  by  the  United  Statea. 
Under  such  cbcnmatances,  the  policy  of  this  Government 
hae  not  been  such  as  to  inspire  me  with  entire  conHdenea 
in  their  apeedy  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  all  oar  diffi- 
culties, and  I  could  not  feel  myself  joetified  in  waiting  upon 
them,  until  they  might  find  it  convenient  hereafter  to  ad* 
drees  me  a  more  favorable  note  upon  the  subject.  I  am 
strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  moment  never  will  arrive^ 
and  £at  I  may  aee  yon  in  Washington  city  before  the  end 
of  Jannary  next. 

I  traasnit  a  doplicate  of  my  daspatch  No.  32^  and  bava 
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Mej^can.  Affcin, 


the  honor  to  be^  with  the  gnatoit  respect,  joar  iDOet  obe* 
dient  servant.  POWHATAN  BLI.I8. 

Hon.  JOBir    FoBSTTHy 

Seereiary  of  StaUf  Wathingtan  City. 
Mr,  BUis  to  Mr.  Mdntuttrio. 

LlSATIOIf  07  Ttft  U.  9tatr8  07  AkKBICA| 

Mexico^  November  4,  I83U. 

The  undersigned,  cherg^  d'tflbires  of  the  United  States 
of'  America,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  his  excellency 
Jos^  Maria  Ortiz  Monasterio,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  that  he  hai  witnessed,  with  the  greatest  pain  and 
anxiety,  the  failure  on  the  part  of  this  Government  to  give 
a  favorable  reaponse  to  hia  notes  of  the  SBth  of  September 
and  the  20th  of  October  la/t  past.  In  consequence  of  this 
state  of  thinga,  he  is  instructed  to  make  known  to  the  Su- 
preme Mexican  Government,  that  nnleiw  a  satisfactory 
anawer  be  received  within  the  apace  of  two  weeks  from  the 
date  hereof,  be  is  directed  to  demand  hia  passports,  and 
return  to  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  will  take  great  pleasure  in  meeting  your 
excellency  at  any  time,  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  of  the 
numerous  cauaea  of  complaint  againat  thia  Government  by 
that  of  the  United  Statea  of  America;  and  he  improvea  the 
present  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assu- 
rance of  his  most  diatinguiahed  coraideratiou. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  his  Excellency  Joac  Marti.  Obttz  Movastxrio, 
Acting  Minhier  of  Foreign  Affaire, 

Mr.  EUie  to  Afr.  Fortyth.-^Bmiraei. 

Lbvatiob  07  TBX  U.  8.  07  Amxbica, 

Mexico,  Notfember  80,  1886. 

8ib:  ♦  ♦  •  •  •  • 

I  have  received  from  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
lain  an  answer  to  my  note  of  the  S6ih  of  September  last, 
and  it  is  wholly  nnsatiafactory.  Unless  something  fiivor- 
able  should  occur  to  produce  a' change  of  determination,  I 
shall  demand  my  pssaporta  in  three  or  four  daya,  and  return 
to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  JOBB  FoBaTTB, 
Secretary  of  l&aie,  WatMngtcn, 

Mr.  Bltie  to  Afi*.  Fortyth.-^Extract. 

MexicOf  December  9,  1838. 
8i» :  •  •  *  •  • 

Mr.  Gorostiza  has  arrived,  and  the  Government  paper  an- 
nounces that  his  conduct  in  the  United  Sutes  has  been  aj»- 
provod  by  the  competent  authority  here. 

Mr.  Foreyth  to  Mr.  BOtt, 

BXPARTKRRT  07  StATS, 

Vfaehingtony  December  10,  1838. 
6iB :  Mr.  GorostizB  has,  upon  his  own  resporndbiiity, 
terminated  his  eztrsonlinary  mission  to  the  United  States. 
The  President  will  not  beltve  that  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment is  under  the  influence  of  the  obvious  pnjodicss  which 
have  distorted  and  discolored  every  object  seen  here  in  the 
▼iew  of  their  functionary.  The  full  and  frank  explanations 
of  his  motives  and  purposes,  in  the  precautionary  means 
taken  on  the  frontiers,  should  have  sattafied  that  Govern- 
ment that  nothing  could  lie  further  from  the  President's  in- 
tentions than  to  injure  Mexico  in  her  interests  or  in  her 
honor.  Under  this  conviction,  he  trusts  that  the  departure 
of  the  extraordinary  miission  will,  in  no  reaped,  interrupt 
th»  fiiendly  relalioM  beHrtra  the  two  GoTcnuMotai  and 


he  iostrooU  me  to  say,  that  whatever  ieelings  sock  a  N^ 

was  calculated  to  produce,  it  ahall  not  he  permitted  le^ 
minish  his  confidence  in  the  amicable  dispoaitisnsflki 
Mexican  Government,  nor  to  operate  in  hia  miml  pRJaA* 
ctally  to  its  interests.  Although  the  President  ssppM 
thai  the  Mexaoan  Government  will  have  found,  in  ihi 
communications  heretofore  made  by  the  Deptitmanttain 
envoy  extraordinary,  eatisfactrry  grounds  to  jaatiiy  ihi 
measure  viewed  so  unfavorably  by  Mr.  Goroatiis,  jctb 
siocBre  and  strong  desire  to  pmvent  any  miMndcnttadpf 
on  the  eubject  induced  him  to  determint,  on  the  departM 
of  that  minister,  to  make  such  exptsnatious  as  lai^pie* 
vent  Uie  Mexican  Government  from  being  roialed  into  tbi 
adoption  of  the  errors  of  their  minister.  Since  dv  ntan 
to  the  seat  of  Government,  the  great  pressmre  of  other  pb^ 
lie  business,  and  the  condition  of  the  President i  hcill^ 
have  delayed  until  now  the  execution  of  that  parpoie. 

So  soon  as  the  contest  in  Texas  was  (bond  to  be  vm^ 
able,  it  became  the  President*s  duty  to  consider  its  proMli 
consequences  to  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  goBi 
against  the  injuries  it  might  produce  to  our  cttiieni^  ni 
to  the  performance  of  the  obligations  of  the  GoveraneotlP 
a  friendly  and  neighboring  Power.     The  more  imtoeditfi 
danger  was,   that  the  contending  parties  might,  in  At 
struggle,  find  it  necessary  or  convenient  to  seek,feradvM> 
tags  or  protection,  refuge  on  the  territory  of  the  Uailrf 
Sutes ;  and  that,  being  pursued  by  their  adversariea,  oerii 
might  become  the  battle-ground  for  deciding  the  cMMi 
Sufiicient  warning  to  both  waa  therefore  given,  ihetlMf 
could  not  and  would  not  be  permitted.     Buberqucnt  eiflll 
rendered  any  further  precautionary  steps  in  that  regaidiB- 
necessary;  but  among  the  stipulations  of  Mexico  tad  At 
United  States  to  escb  other,  was  found  one  oUigtof  ikI 
party  to  restrain  the  Indians  within  its  dominions  ftsBd 
depredations  upon  the  a4j»ininf  Power.    Ths  extent  k 
which  this  provision  was  understood  by  Mexico  eillll 
seen  by  recurring  to  the  eomplsints  made  to  tbii  ^'^*"'' 
ment,  thst  some  of  the  Indiana  on  our  side  had  otMl 
over,   without  even  an  allegation  of  its  having  been  dfli 
with  any  hostile  design  towarda  Mexico.      Without  •iBrt' 
ing  to  the  claims  of  Mexico  as  to  the  extent  of  the  oUi^ 
tione  of  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  stipolatioa,  ill 
President  was  duly  senaibls  that  it  requircid  dedaive  ntff 
on  his  part  to  prevent  the  ludisns  withiu  the  United  Mi 
from  entering  into  the  quarrel  in  Texa«.     In  additiAll 
warning  advice,  given  through  our  Indian  agenta,  tbcp^ 
sence  of  some  of  our  troops  was  deemed  indiapenaUell 
enforce,  if  necessary,  the  council  given  to  them.    Tbc^ 
sence  of  this  force  was  imperatively  demanded  to  P'**^ 
evils  which  might  ariae  from  various  other  cauaea.   til 
savage  tril)es,  prone  to  war,  within  reach  of  the  conttcft^ 
parties,  were  numeroui;  and,  on  the  Mexican  aide,  knom 
to  be  under  very  imperfect  control.     These  wsriike  tiil^ 
without  regard  to  the  combataota^  might  be  tempted  lo  K 
upon  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  or  Mexico,  bophf 
that  their  depredations  might  be  imputed  to  tbekw^ 
perties  in  the  war.     One  of  the  combatants,  in  the  («m 
of  defeat,  or  to  strengthen  himself  against  the  more  po^ 
adversary,    might  solicit,  and,  it  was  to  be  feared,  nkF 
obtain,  the  active  co-operation  of  some  of  the  Indian  triti^ 
wboae  conduct,  when  once  in  the  field,  it  woold  b» 2 
practicable  to  regulate  according  to  the  rules  of  ci«ilHP 
warfare,  or  to  the  obligations  of  Uieir  alHes— to  ^^^'^^ 
territory,  the  persons  and  property  of  neutrala.    T^^ 
tance  of  the  scene  of  operations  from  the  aeat  of  Gewt* 
ment  compelled  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  tr«stlbsdii»>- 
tionsiy  power  of  uaing  tlie  troops  to  the  eommandisg^ 
cer ;  yet,  such  caiB  was  taken  in  liaming  the  ^"^ijf^ 
with  the  authority  to  act,   thai  the  Preaideiitbalired* 
scaroely  poestble  that  eauee  of  Just  eooqilsint  cnaJdantft 
yet,  from  exuname  oantioD,  and  from  an  anxiooadtfii** 
prntnaot  tb»  poMbititr  oC  BtoooaMptei  m  ^IF^  * 
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Mco,  the  itept  taken  were  immedialely  made  known  to 
10  minuter  plenipotentiary  of  that  country^  with  the  most 
cpUdt  specification  of  the  objects  for  which,  and  for  which 
000^  the  diacretionary  power  to  the  commanding  officer 
I  the  frontier  wae  given.  The  President  did  not  doubt 
at,  on  the  actual  occurrence  of  any  of  iha  eviia  anticipa> 
d,  or  on  satisfactory  evidence  of  imminent  danger  of 
lem,  tbo  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  on  the  frontier 
hi  an  iniiiapuuble  zight,  in  defence  of  the  United  Sutn, 
;  in  protecting  Mexican  territory,  acconUng  to  the  atipii- 
tion  of  the  treaty,  to  occupy  any  position  on  either  aide 
toe  Una  auppoeed  to  divide  the  two  coontries,  which 
ight  be  necesaary  to  enable  him  to  perform  either  of  thoee 
ities.  Yet,  he  deemed  it  proper,  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
UDstancea  of  the  contest  in  Texaa,  to  limit  that  diacre- 
HI  by  special  instructions  to  move  towards  the  Mexican 
He  only  nnder  a  alate  of  things  which  should  make  that 
ep  justifiable  in  the  eyea  even  of  those  who  were  diaposed 
watch  every  movement  on  our  part  with  suspicion  and 
ilousy. 

Ton  will  perceive  that  Mr.  Gorostixa,  in  his  conference 

ith  me,  distinctly  admitted  our  right,  in  the*event  of  hoe* 

ity  to  the  United  Siatca  by  Mexican  Indians,  to  invade 

e  territory  of  Texaa,  either  to  prevent  intended  injury, 

to  pnniah  actual  depredation.     In  a  note  written  subse- 

leotly,  be  aeeka  to  avoid  the  force  of  that  admission,  by 

pibanding  the  principle  upon  which  it  obviously  rests 

ith  the  right  of  making  war  for  a  violation  of  treaty  en- 

Igemeots.     You  will  find  no  difficulty  In  showing  to  the 

lazican  Govemmcmt  that  it  reste  upon  principles  of  the 

w  of  natioms  entirely  diatinct  from  those  on  which  war  is 

itified-^upon  the  immutable  principles  of  self-delence— »up- 

k  the  principles  which  justify  decisive  measures  of  precaa- 

m  to  prevent  irreparable  evil  to  our  own  or  to  a  neighbor- 

I  people.     The  grossnees  of  the  error  of  plscing  it  on 

•  right  of  war»  as  also  the  folly  of  relying  upon  that  mode 

ndresi,  you  can  render  obviooa,  by  aappoaing  that  hoe* 

(ties  wen^  under  present  circumstances  on  tl^  frontier, 

oat  to  begin,  our  fellow  eitixeps,  of  all  ages  snd  classes, 

Iw  exposed  to  maasaere^  their  property  to  destmetion, 

d  the  whole  frontier  to  be  laid  waste  by  those  savages 

Mico  waa  bonnd  to  control.     Until  these  evile  happen, 

i  Mr.  6orostiza*tf  theory,  we  have  no  right  to  take  a  po- 

ioa  which  will  enable  us  to  act  with  effect ;  and,  be^re 

t  do  act,  according  to  our  promises  under  the  thirty -third 

iicle  of  the  treaty,  afler  the  frontier  has  been  dssolated, 

i  must  demand  redreea  of  Mexico— >wait  for  it  to  be  re- 

wd— and  then  make  war  upon  Mexico.     We  are  quietly 

rafier  injuries  we  might  prerent,  in  the  sxpectation  of 

hoM— rodrees  for  irreparable  ibjuriee  from  Mexico,  who 

I  not  inflict  them,  but  who  was,  from  circumstances, 

thout  the  power  to  prevent,  as  she  would  be^  after  they 

N  inflicted,  without  the  power  to  redress  them.      To 

M  war  upon  Mexico  for  this  involuntary  failure  to  com- 

'  with  her  obligations^  would  be  equivalent  to  an  attempt 

convert  her  misfortunes  into  crimes— her  inability  into 

M.    If  theee  injuries  had  been  committed,  and  our  com- 

lUits  made  to  Mexico,  what  answer  could  be  given  to  de- 

ritionsof  the  Mexican   Government  like  these:  «<We 

)  not  power  to  prevent  the  evils  of  which  you  complain. 

ir  in^Iiiliij  to  perform  our  promisee  was  well  known  to 

1*    It  was  your  duty,  having  the  means,  to  prevent 

Pt  evils.    Wa  expected  this  would  be  dona;  and  if,  un- 

^f  you  have  soiiered  them  to  be  inflicted  upon  you, 

^9  we  regret  infloiiely  what  has  occurred,  we  can  only 

pw*  our  mgret,  and  call  upon  you  to  consider  that  your 

igouicesboakl  fall  not  on  Maacico  or  her  citizens,  but  upon 

>  tribes  who  committed  the  emeltiee  on  your  frontiers,  ot 

»B  the  rebellious  people  (in  Texas)  by  whom  those  tribes 

Kdd  have  been  restrained  1"    In  determining  upon  the 

KMMioos  aathoriaed  by  hia  to  avert  evils  that  could  not 

npakwJ,  to  mmA  th*  moeheiy  of  calliag  «pm  Mexieo 


for  redress  for  injuries  it  was  out  of  her  power  to  guard 
against,  and  the  cruelty  of  seeking  for  satisfaction  of  weak- 
ness, which  was  due  only  from  guilt,  the  President  will 
not>-»cannot— believe  that  Mexico,  in  the  present  condition 
of  afiairs,  will  consider  her  character  or  interests  in  the 
slightest  degree  injured;  and  you  will  dia  inctly  state  to 
that  Government  that,  until  they  have  a  force  competent  to 
perform  the  treaty  stipulstions  near  the  frontier,  he  will  be 
compelled  to  regard  every  indication  of  dissatisfaction  as 
founded  not  upon  the  principlea  of  national  law,  but  on  a 
groundleas  suspicion  of  the  intentions  of  the  United  States. 

I  shall  send,  with  this  despatch,  a  copy  of  the  President's 
message  at  the  opening  of  Congress,  from  which  you  will 
be  able  to  draw  additional  evidences  of  the  just  and  amica- 
Ide  intentions  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  The  President  de- 
sires that  you  should  give  such  explanations  to  the  Mexi- 
can Government  as  these  instructions  will  enable  you  to 
make ;  which,  if  received  in  the  proper  and  friendly  spirit 
in  which  they  are  oflered,  will,  he  trusts,  remove  all  ground 
for  doubts  and  anxieties,  if  any  have  been  entertained  on 
the  subject. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  the  President,  if  thia  communi- 
cation, which  you  will  have  to  make  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, was  limited  to  these  explanations.  Unfortunate- 
ly, the  conduct  of  its  Iste  minister  extraordinary  has  made 
it  neceesary  to  touch  upon  even  a  more  unpleassnt  topic. 
You  will  lesrn  with  astonishment  (hat  Mr.  Gorostixa, 
while  enjoying  his  diplomatic  privilege,  although  after  he 
had  dsclared  his  mission  at  an  end,  published,  on  his  own 
■uiherity,  a  pamphlet  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent  to 
you)  containing  parts  of  his  unpublished  correspondence 
with  this  Department,  and  extracts  from  hia  letters  to  the 
Mexican  Seeretaiy  of  Foreign  Relations,  with  a  long  in- 
troductory preface.  The  publication  of  his  correspondence 
with  the  Department,  without  the  authority  of  his  Govern- 
ment, is  believed  to  be  unexampled  in  the  hiatory  of  diplo- 
macy, and  was  not  decorous  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  The  extracts  from  his  correspondence  with 
his  own  Government,  and  his  introduction  to  the  wholes 
contain  atatements  and  comments  defsmatory  of  the  Gov* 
ernment  and  people  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  obviously  in- 
tended to  injure  the  character  of  both,  for  honor  and  good 
faith,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  This  pamphlet,  although 
not  circulated  generally  among  our  dtizens,  was  in  the 
hands  of  editors  of  newspapers,  who  have  published  ez- 
tracta  from  it ;  and  the  President  has  been  informed  that 
two  copiea  of  it  were  sent  by  its  author,  at  the  moment  of 
his  departure  from  the  United  Stages,  to  aome,  if  not  to  all, 
the  members  of  the  foreign  and  diplomatic  body  accredited 
here.  This  act,  still  more  extraordinary,  because  it  almost 
immediately  followed  the  communication  of  the  President's 
intention  to  direct  that  explanations,  which  he  believed 
would  be  satisfactory,  ahould  be  made  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, has  excited  but  one  sentiment  among  those  to 
whom  it  is  known.  In  directing  you  to  make  known  the 
publication  of  this  pamphlet  to  the  Mexican  Government, 
the  President  does  not  doubt  the  truth  of  the  declaration 
made  by  its  author,  that  this  publication  was  his  own  Ar- 
senal act,  for  which  he  had  no  authority  from  bis  Govern- 
ment; nor  will  he  permit  himself  to  suppose  for  an  instant, 
that  it  will  adopt  or  sanction  conduct  so  glaringly  violating 
all  the  decorum  of  diplomatic  usage;  so  disrespectful  to  the 
Government  and  people  of  the  United  States ;  so  unworthy 
the  representative  of  a  respectable  Government;  and  so  well 
calculated  to  interrupt  the  harmony  and  good  will  which 
ought  to  subsist  between  the  United  Statee  and  Mexico. 

How  far  the  character  of  the  Mexican  Government  for 
decorum  and  justice,  and  an  honorable  desire  to  maintain 
a  respectsble  rank  among  the  civilixed  nations  of  the 
world,  require  a  distinct  msnifeetatioB  of  its  just  displeasure 
at  such  an  eztradrdinary  step,  are  questions  that  belong  to 
itself  alone  to  conrider  and  decide. 
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In  giving  you  this  inttruction  to  make  known  to  the 
Mexican  Government  the  conduct  of  its  envoy,  without  a 
demand  of  reparation  at  its  hands,  the  President  is  in- 
fluenced, as  well  by  the  explicit  disavowal  of  the  envoy  of 
all  participation  on  the  part  of  his  Government  in  the  act 
complained  of,  as  by  the  sincere  conviction,  already  ex- 
pressed, that  a  step  so  reprehensible  will  not  be  counter 
nsncefl  by  it.  But  if,  contrary  to  all  just  expectation,  the 
Mexican  Government  shall  adopt  that  act,  or  give  sanction 
to  it,  by  ipproving  of  their  minister's  conduct,  the  con- 
tinuance of  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries can  no  longer  be  either  useful  or  reputable  to  the 
United  States.  However  painful  may  be  the  consequen- 
ces, the  honor  of  the  American  people  requires  the  Presi- 
dent to  instruct  you,  as  I  now  do,  in  that  event,  to  de- 
mand your  passports,  and  to  retnm,  forthwith,  bringing 
with  you  all  the  archives  of  the  legation,  to  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSyTH. 

PowBATAV  Ellia,  Esq., 

Charge  cT  Affaires  of  the  U,  8.  Mexico. 


r 


JMr.  EUU  to  Mr.  Funyth. 
Lie  ATI  ox  OP  TBS  U.  Statbs  op  Amxhica., 

MexieOf  December  14,  1836. 

8iB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  demanded 
my  passports  of  this  Government  on  the  13th  instant,  and 
shall  repair  to  Washington  city  without  delay.  To  (he 
note,  embracing  this  demand,  I  have  as  yet  received  no  re- 
ly.    The  correspondence  which  led  to  this  state  of  things 

shall  not  be  able  to  present  to  you  previously  to  my  re- 
turn to  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  oliedient  ser* 
vant.    .  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  JOBB  FOBSTTH, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wa$hington  city. 

Mr.  Eliis  to  Mr.  Foreyth — Extract. 

Lboatiox  op  tb«  U.  Statb9  of  Axbbica, 

Mexico,  December  81,  1886. 
Sib:  •  •  •  •  •  # 

I  have  not  received  an  answer  to  my  note  of  the  7th  in- 
stant, demanding  my  passports  of  this  Government,  with 
a  view  to  return  to  the  United  States.*  To-morrow  I 
shall  address  a  second  note  to  the  acting  Minister  of  For- 
Hgn  Affairs,  demanding  them  within  a  given  time ;  and  if 
they  are  not  sent  to  me,  I  shall  leave  this  capital  without 
them. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  nothing  but  a  prompt,  firm, 
and  decisive  course  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  will  induce  these  people  to  adjust 
the  subjects  of  controversy  between  the  two  QoTem- 
ttents.  •*••»• 

Hon.  JOBV  FOBSTTH, 

«         Secretary  of  StaU,  WaMngtmcity. 
Mr.  Perrine  to  36*.  ElHs. 

COKSVLATB  OP  TBB  UbITBD  StaTXS  OP  AllBmiCA, 

Campeachy,  October  4,  1686. 
Sib  :  I  transmit  to  you  copies  of  two  official  letters  to 
the  gefe  politico  of  this  city,  to  neithei»of  which  have  I  yet 
received  any  written  reply ;  nor  has  either  the  American 
seaman  been  delivered,  or  his  protection  been  returned  to 
me.     The  gefe  politico  professes  to  be  as  friendly  and 

*  The  note  of  the  7ih  wis  not  sent  into  Uie  OAee  at  Foraign  Re- 
UtkHBs  imtU  the  13Ui,  in  coosequence  of  ihs  copy  of  it  not  hsvlDf  been 
coinpleisd,  and  the  intervention  of  three  socceailve  Cnit  dtivt.  wliich 
P>evHM4thsuaMaetk)ttorpabllcbiHlDsai.  '^ 


grateful  to  me  as  any  Mexican  can  be  to  an  Ameiieio.  He 
has  verbally  told  me  several  times  that  be  wtidoiB|il 
in  his  power  to  obtain  said  American  seaman,  fay  mta^ 
to  the  commander,  and  by  even  vislttng  thesi|usdroo;lte 
the  officers  have  falsely  assured  him  that  thessitorU 
been  sent  ashore;  and  that  he  was  only  waitias  for  fail 
arrive]  to  return  said  sailor  and  his  protection  to  me,  «i& 
an  official  reply  to  my  communication.  As,  hovctci,  I 
know  these  people  too  well  to  believe  that  stid  stikc  li 
be  releft«ed,  and  as  I  ^m  informed  that  seveial  other  Aoov 
can  seamen  are  also  impressed  into  the  Mexican  serriqits 
fight  the  Texians,  I  write  this  communication  witliAi 
hope  thst  you  will  obtain  an  order  from  the  Mexican  Gfr« 
emment  to  have  all  such  Americans  set  at  Ubertj,  ts  fn- 
hibit  any  further  impressment  of  our  sailors,  and  to  puai 
all  their  guilty  oppressors,  past,  present,  and  faUve. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapectAiHy,  your  obetei 
servant,  HENRT  PERRINt 

Hon.  PowBATAK  Ellis, 

American  Minister  in  Mexico. 


i6-.  Borrough  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

COMSDLATB  OP  THB  U-  STATES  OP  AxBBlCA, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  8S,  18M. 

Sib:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  reveal  to  you  tbeftebflf 
an  outrage,  not  loss  monstrous  in  principle  than,  pofa^ 
grave  in  its  consequences,  committed  by  the  aatboriwili 
the  Mexican  Government  in  this  place  on  the  psttsm4 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  compoeing  a  part  oftbea* 
val  force  of  the  United  Stotes  Oovernment. 

The  United  States  ship  Natchez,  under  the  coaofll 
of  Master  Commandant  Mervine,  and  to  which  tbessljrt 
referred  to  were  attached,  arrived  at  this  port  en  tfaettt 
of  October,  and  eame  to  anchor,  as  usual,  near  tkc  '*b> 
land  Sacrificios."  On  the  following  day,  atsnhoiirf» 
viously  stipulated  l^  the  authorities,  the  eustomsiy  ciifi* 
ties  of  friendly  Powers  were  interchanged.  Tbs^Bm 
of  the  ship  now  honored  us  with  occasional  visits,  Stf^ 
ing  of  their  boat's  crew,  when  at  the  city,  as  ctrcumiltfa 
rendered  necessary  and  convenient. 

It  was  on  the  Sd  instant  that  Mr.  Renshaw,  patted  # 
shipman,  belonging  to  the  said  ship  Natchez,  anival' 
the  mote,  and  who  soon  after  appeared  at  my  olSee,  tai^ 
ing  a  note  from  Captain  Mervine  to  my  addros.  TUit^ 
bg  presented,  he  informed  me  that  be  should  rBiiimil 
the  course  of  half  an  hour  and  take  charge  of  idj  Mi 
that  I  might  require  him  to  carry  to  the  ship.  8an4 
fifleen  minutes  had  elapsed  when  a  gentleman  cslW  ai 
desired  me,  for  *<  God's  sake  to  hasten  to  the  mofefii* 
the  boat's  oew  of  the  American  man-of-war  were  attacM 
and  being  murdered  by  the  Mexican  soldiery— the  gw' 
at  the  gate ;  that  seveml  of  the  men  were  already  nrndiii* 
jured,  if  not  actually  killed.  I  quickly  repaiiad  ta^li 
mole,  where  I  beheld  two  of  the  boat's  crew  of  the  VM 
States  ship  Natchez  prostrate ;  and  from  the  tnkomd 
penional  violence,  (their  bodies  being  literally  covered  fftt 
blood,)  I  supposed  the  vital  spark  extinct ;  and  thaNM 
proceeded  to  the  boat  lying  at  a  short  distance  fronthm 
and  in  which  I  discoverni  six  other  seamen  bekncistM 
the  said  ship.  They  were  somewhat  intoxicaMd,  ^^ 
so  showed  marks  of  a  personal  combaly  and  vbos** 
writhing  under  the  wounds  whi(^  I  was  inlbroiedtbeyki' 
received  from  the  Mexican  soldiery,  boatoMU,  ssd  <(fe0 
of  the  country,  and  by^hom  it  appears  thoy  hsd  tea^ 
tacked;  tiie  former  using,  in  the  confiiet,  their esliMi* 
and  bayoneted  muskets,  whilst  the  latter  asssiled  th«  ^ 
fragmente  of  stone,  dubs,  knives,  and  such  other  wisAf 
as  chance  had  thrown  in  their  way. 

By  this  tune  a  number  of  eoMUert  had  eoUsdad,  ■■ 
among  whom  were  likewise  offieers,  oooapying  •  p^^li* 
near  the  bo«l  of  the  Nii|€lM»  ihe  fonnsr  hni>|  v 
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kuSij  WMponty  their  arms  poiied  in  the  direction  of  the 
mm,  and  the  ofliceri,  with  awoida  in  hand,  all  apparently 
nnch  excited.  The  aeamen  were  at  thia  time  qoiescent, 
inder  the  charge  ol  Mr.  Renahaw,  who  had  reached  the 
note  aome  minutea  previoua  to  my  arriTal,  and  to  whom  it 
I  jart  to  M^,  that  hia  officer-like  conduct,  on  thia  occa- 
ion,  reflecti  on  him  the  higheat  credit,  and  to  wboae 
iQlbority  the  aeamen  at  once  yielded,  but  on  whom  I  was 
ipprehenaive  that  the  aoldiery  would  have  fired,  and  which 
liera  is  reason  to  believe  waa  meditated,  and  would  have 
een  tacitly  sanctioned  by  the  officer  of  the  guard,  had 
)on  Manuel  Rodriguez,  the  captain  of  the  port,  at  this 
wful  juncture,  not  interpoaed  hia  authority;  who,  being 
Doved  by  feelings  of  humanity,  not  leaa  than  of  jui- 
ke,  in  behalf  of  the  already  half-murdered  crew,  averted 
h«  bloody  deed. 

It  may  not  be  amiss,  perhape,  in  this  place,  to  state, 
hat  I  am  informed  the  above-named  officer  entertains  the 
ipinion,  in  common  with  many  of  his  countrymen,  not 
nfluenced  by  prejudice,  admitting  the  military  tribunal  to 
PS  ex  officio  empowered  to  take  cognizance  of  the  affiiir  in 
loestion — a  point  which  he  is  unwilling  to  concede.  No 
target  of  a  magnitude  worthy  the  notice  of  the  Mexican 
government  can,  or  ought,  in  anywUe,  to  rest  against 
he  boat*B  crew  of  the  Natchez. 

Returning  to  the  more  pertinent  points  of  our  subject : 
t  being  conceived  by  Mr.  Renshaw,  and  justly  so,  that 
he  seamen  were  incapacitated  for  duty,  being  maimed  and 
tflierwise  disabled,  and  that  it  would  be  jeopardizing  the 
ives  of  an  to  embark  for  the  afaip,  the  weather  being  boist- 
vtms,  and  a  heavy  aea  running,  be  appealed  to  me,  asking 
bw,  or  in  what  manner,  he  should  dispose  of  his  men  1 
Ipprehending  the  consequences  of  any  renewal  of  hostili- 
iw,  and  as  a  measure  of  necessity,  for  the  personal  le* 
nrity  of  the  said  boat's  erew  against  further  violence,  I 
•eommended  their  being,  for  the  present,  placed  in  charge 
i  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  to  whose  care,  at  the  re- 
(oest  of  Mr.  Renshaw,  they  were  accordingly  intrusted  for 
aie-keeping,  subject  to  the  order  of  Mr.  R. ;  and  all  of 
rfaom,  with  the  exception  of  two,  were  pat  in  temporary 
onfineroent.  These,  being  badly  wounded,  were  sent  to 
be  hospital  for  the  benefit  of  surgical  aid. 

At  an  early  hour  next  rooming,  an  officer  arrived  from 
be  ship  Natdiez,  and  who  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from 
lie  iiommander,  addressed  to  the  commandant  of  marine 
t  Ibis  place,  expressive  of  his  regret  at  the  occurrence  of 
ike  previous  day,  and  in  which  he  assured  the  command* 
nt  of  marine  **  that,  on  an  investigation  of  the  affair,  if 
I  should  appear  that  the  boat's  crew  of  the  ship  Natchez, 
mder  his  command,  were  the  aggressors  in  the  case,  they 
hottld  receive  condign  punishment." 

This  letter  being  presented,  was  read  ^n6  returned  io 
hs  commander  of  the  Natchez,  with  a  verbal  message 
rem  General  Vasquez,  the  then  military  commandant  of 
be  State,  and  to  whom  it  had  been  submitted  by  the  an* 
bority  of  the  Marine  Department. 

An  application  being  made  to  the  captain  of  the  port  for 
he  release  of  the  seamen,  I  received  for  answer,  that  "  an 
>rder  having  been  issued  from  superior  authoiity  to  detain 
htm,  he  regretted  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  comply 
rith  my  request."  I  now  waited  on  the  military  com- 
nandant  general  in  regard  to  the  men,  who  informed  me 
bat  the  *<  mariners,  my  countrymen,'*  **  whose  liberation 
prss  aaked,  had  outraged  th«  laws  of  the  Mexican  repulK* 
ic;  had  assaulted  the  military  guard  at  the  mole;  and  for 
vhieh  ofTence,  the  penalty,  by  the  criminal  code  of  Moxi- 
o,  was  a  sentence  to  at  least  six  years'  hard  labor  in  the 
whlic  atreets,  and  to  which  they  would  be  condemned  and 
nade  to  sufifer,  should  the  charges  be  substantiated  ;"  and 
vho  accordingly  refused  to  order  the  liberation  of  the  said 
wamen. 

The  commander  of  the  United  States  ship  Natchez  now 


addressed  a  communication  to  the  above-mentioned  autho* 
rity,  under  cover  of  note  from  this  consulate,  protesting 
against  the  detention  of  said  seamen,  and  demanding  their 
liberation,  but  which  was  disregarded  by  the  aforesaid  au- 
thority. 

Captain  Mervine,  not  l>eing  able  to  obtain  the  release 
of  the  boat'a  crew  of  the  ship  under  his  command,  unlaw- 
fully detained  by  the  authorities  of  this  place,  left  for 
Pensacole,  via  Tampico,  on  the  10th  of  this  month. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  seamen  still  remain  in 
prison,  and  whose  fate  and  final  destiny  must  depend  on 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  such  measures  as 
may  be  adopted  by  the  representative  of  the  United  States 
at  the  city  of  Mexico  for  their  liberation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  facts,  as  detailed, 
have  been  submitted  officially  to  the  notice  of  the  charg^ 
d'afiBiires  of  the  United  States  at  the  capital  of  this  repub- 
lie,  and  who  has  been  pleased  to  say  that  he  will  do  all  in 
his  power  to  procure  the  release  of  the  American  seamen 
held  in  confinement  by  the  arbitrary  acta  of  the  authoritiea 
of  Vera  Cruz. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  stste,  that  all  communication  with 
the  said  mariners  has  been  precluded  me.  Three  several 
notes,  addressed  to  the  highest  functionary  of  the  local  Gov- 
ernment, requesting  permission  to  visit  them,  and  to  minis- 
ter to  their  comfort,  have  been  written.;  ail  which  ha<  been 
denied  me :  thus  contravening  my  ofiicial  immunities  to  the 
prejudice  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  shut  up  within 
the  walld  of  a  damp  and  loathsome  prison,  and  who  are  en* 
during  all  the  pains,  privations,  and  suflferings  of  mind  and 
body,  incident  to  a  state  of  incertitude  and  inquisitorial 
discipline. 

With  the  assurance  of  my  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  bo,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  BUUROUGH. 

The  Hon.  Johk  FoasTTH, 

Deparlment  of  Slate,  Washington. 


Mr,  Burrough  to  Mr.   Forsyth. — Extract. 

CoirauLATE  OT  TBI  UxiTXD  Statu  of  AMZniCi, 

Vera  Cruz,  December  1,  ISdfi. 

SiB :  My  respects  to  the  Department,  No.  61,  will  have 
apprized  you  of  a  recent  outrage  committed  on  the  persons 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  this  place. 

The  aufferers  on  the  occasion  were  James  Hover,  Henry 
Hebert,  Richard  Freeman,  Daniel  Groves,  John  'Williams, 
Samuel  Long,  John  Davis,  and  Samuel  Mohlen,  of  and 
tjelonging  to  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  and 
who  have  been  detained  and  imprisoned  by  the  authorities 
of  this  Government,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  tervico 
of  the  United  Stares,  without  any  just  cause  for  the  arbi- 
trary measures  pursued. 

I  have  now  the  gratification  to  state  that  tlie  above  men- 
tioned seamen  were  released  from  confinement  on  the  2l>ih 
^ultimo,  and  delivered  to  the  charge  of  this  eonsulato,  and 
who  are  retained  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  sub* 
ject  to  the  order  of  Commodore  Dallas. 

I  regret  to  add,  that  the  health  of  the  aforementioned 
mariners  is  much  impaired,  not  only  from  the  wounds  re- 
ceived from  the  Mexican  soldiery  on  the  morning  of  the  Sd 
November,  but  from  their  subsequent  confinement  in  a 
humid  and  loathsome  prison,  (appropriated  to  convicttt,) 
for  the  period  of  twenty-three  days,  on  a  short  allowance 
of  food. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  ref:pectfully,  your  obe- 
!  dient  servant. 

M.  BURROUCiH. 
The  Hon.  Joh5  Foustth, 

Department  of  State,   Washington. 
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25th  Coirs.  Ut  Scbs.] 


Mexican  Affairs, 


Mr,   BlUs  to  Mr,  Fonyth.-^Extrctd, 

L».GATIOBr  Of  TB»  U2fIT»»  SfATEi  OF  AmIBICA, 

Mexico,  September  7,  1886. 

Sir: 

•  ••••• 

After  a  itrong  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  foroign  mcr- 
chantB  FMiUenU  in  thin  capital,  tho  forced  loan  authorised 
by  an  act  of  CongreM  at  th«  16th  of  June  last  has  been 
ultimately  anlbrced.  In  general,  thay  permitted  their 
•atores  to  be  embargoed,  and  their  goods  to  be  seised,  to  an 
extent  sufficient  to  cover  the  amount  of  the  loan  apportion- 
ed to  each,  and  the  expenses  of  the  embargo ;  at  the  same 
time,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  by  my  instructions, 
formally  protesting  against  the  right  of  this  Goremment  to 
levy  such  contributions  on  them.  As  it  is  contemplated  by 
the  American  merchants  who  have  suffered  by  this  measure 
to  enter  a  claim  for  satisfaction  against  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  from  you,  at  your 
earliest  leisure,  instructions  as  to  the  course  I  ought  to 
pursue. 

I   bate  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  the  Hon.  Johx  Foibtth, 

Sctretnry.of  Statc^  Waskinfrton  city, 

Mr.  Forttylh  to  Mr,  Eilis, 

Dkpartmbt  of  State, 
Washingtoti  Decemlfer  20,  1838. 

6xn  .  With  regard  to  the  forced  loan  authorixed  by  an 
act  of  the  Mexican  Congress  of  the  16th  Juue  last,  I  am 
directed  to  instruct  you  that,  if  the  exaction  which  that 
Government  made  by  it  were  a  mere  tax  or  contribution 
levied  upon  the  inhabiUnts  generally,  our  citiiens  resident 
in  Mexico  would  have  no  right  to  complain,  as  they  are 
subjected  to  such  charges  by  the  treaty.  If,  however,  in 
iu  execution,  (as  from  No.  IR  appears  to  have  been  the 
.case,)  the  law  should  be  construed  fS  authorize  a  loan  or 
contract,  really  compulsory,  you  will  persist,  in  confonni- 
ty  with  the  instruelions  heretof«irc  given  you,  in  demanding 
redreFS.  Where  practicable,  this  might  be  afforded  by  a 
return  of  the  property  taken,  in  kind ;  and  where  not,  by 
•the  payment  of  the  value  in  money,  with  full  InJeinnily, 
in  cither  case,  for  the  damages  Bustained. 

I  have  the  honur  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  rORSYTH. 

P»1WIIATAV   Ef.llS,    Esil., 

Charge  (F Affairs  of  the  Vnitcd  States,' Mexico. 


since  his  note  of  the  3d  instant,  addressed  to  mem i^ 
to  mine  of  the  28th  ultimo.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yoor  ebrftat 
servant.  POWHATAN  ELLW. 

Hon.  John  Toiisttr, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  eity. 

Mr.  Burrottgh  to  Mr.  ElUs. 

COVSULATX  OF  THE  IJ.  SXATtS  OF  Am»ICA, 

Vera  Cruz,  October  B,  1836. 

Sih:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  outiages  of  a  witv 
character  have  this  day  been  commiUed  by  tbeGoreraMS 
authorities  of  Vera  Cras,  on  the  flag  of  the  Doitsd  8ui» 
The  American  brig  Fourth -of- July,  of  Bahimoi^  wb"*' 
Shubael  Gt  Rogers  Is  master,  was  this  mormng  taksofa- 
cible  possession  of  by  officers  of  this  GoveranKSt;  Ai 
msster  placed  under  guard,  and  Boally,  with  hit  ofiifli 
and  crew,  driven  en  shore.  The  Mexican  flag  washoi^'. 
under  the  6re  of  a  gun,  at  1  P.  M. 

The  master,  I  Uke  occasion  to  state,  lias  not  signed,  a 
yet,  any  bill  of  sale  or  other  document  of  eonvsysott^ii 
consignee  and  agent  of  this  GoveraoMnt  for  the  poicM 
the  said  vessel,  being  unprepsred  to  comply  with  iH  ■ 
requisitions  Indicated  in  the  letter  of  instructions  mhkkm 
master  bears,  as  v«idor,  firom  the  owner,  Mr.  £iiw 
Didier,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

The  said  master  has  entered  protest  hefiMe  ns  t$sti 
the  proceedings  had  by  the  Mexican  authoritisB;  flUk* 
the  esse  will  terminate,  is  yei  doubtful.  Fortuoatdj,  * 
United  States  ship  Boston  is  still  in  port,  and,  atwi* 
quest,  will  remain  a  day  or  two  longer.  I  absll  am 
with  the  commander  of  the  Boston  in  this  case,  saAm 
nish  him  with  copies  of  the  deposiiions  of  GsptaiB  Rl^ 
and  his  officers ;  and  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  gin;* 
further  information  on  the  subject  in  my  next 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  moot  reepectfolly  yoor  iMr 
ent  servant,  M.  BUBROCGH- 

Hon.  Po  WHAT  AW  Elus, 

Ckargd  tf  Affaires  United  States  at  Meots. 
P.  8.  Captain  Rogers  has  put  Into  myiiandslbeiHA^ 
claimed  for  payment  of  asanen,  as  required  fay  ths^  > 
Congress  of  the  28th  of  Febrnary,  1609,  in  »**j"? 
dischsrge  of  seamen  in  a  foreign  port;  bnt  whohsi,i^ 
ably  to  the  ship's  roll  and  shipping  articles  of ifafj^ 
Fourth-ofJnfy,  violated  the  requisiilons  of  the  fint  iw 
of  the  above  act  referred  to  m  your  ofllcia]  commsnit*' 
of  the  1st  instant.  M.  i" 


Mr.  Eitis  to  Mr.  Fo'njik. 

Lksatiun  of  thl  Umtei»  Statks  of  Amrrica, 

Mexico,  October  16,  1636. 

Sin  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  X 
.copy  of  my  note  to  his  excellency  Jose  Maria  Ortis  Mon- 
sslerio,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  A  flairs,  in  relation  to 
an  outrage  recently  committed  on  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Mexican  authorities  in  Vera  Cruz.  The  ac- 
companying copy  of  a  letter  from  Marmaduke  Burrough, 
Esq.,  our  consul  at  that  place,  contains  the  information 
upon  which  I  acted. 

These  renewed  and  aggravated  instances  of  insult  and 
aggression  on  the  tlag  of-  a  fiiendly  P<»%ver,  I  triistt  will  re- 
ceive the  ma  ked  reprehension  of  the  President  of  United 
States.  So  long  as  they  are  soffered  to  pace  by  without 
notice,  so  long  will  ihcy  be  continued  by  a  people  who 
liavc  heretofore  shown  but  little  re^tpect  to  the  rights  of 
oihors. 

I  h  iv«»    not  hj-ard  from  the  Mini-^lcr  of  Frttoign  AfHiirs 


Mr.  Eflis  to  Mr.  Monastcrio. 

Lkcatioit  or  twe  Uxitbti  8TAt»xs  or  AjtW"*' 

Mexico,  October  14, 1891 

The  undersigned,  rharg^  d'affiuros  of  the  VtM  ^ 
of  America,  begs  leave  to  represent  to  vourexcelhn^la' 
he  is  advised  by  the  consul  of  the  United  S^^^'^'J^!! 
Cruz,  that,  on  the  8th  instant,  certain  Mexicsn  tmf* 
boarded  the  American  brig  Fourth-of-July,  of  BjltJ««^ 
S.  C.  Rogers,  master,  then  lying  at  anchor  in  *«  PJ*r 
Vera  Cruz:  forcibly  took  possession  of  fc*^.P^**j!? 
cviptam  under  guard,  and  finally  compelled  bio  »w  • 
crew  to  go  on  shore ;  at  the  same  time  supplantiog  ttoW 
of  the  United  States  and  hoisting  thai  of  this  naliofl.  n* 
the  firing  of  artillery. 

The  undersigned  will  refrain  from  making  snr  co^flj 
on  this  extraordinary  and  unexpected  outrage  «»■*' 
on  the  flag  of  his  country,  under  a  full  contictlofl  iWjJJ 
acts  were  perpetrated  without  the  knowledge  or  toui^ 
of  this  Government.     He  will,  however,  remark,  A*^* 


e 

as 


xcellcncy  must  at  oner  see  the  enormity  of  thf  olw* 
s  well  as  the  mea-^nre  of  pedrOFs  expected  uiJtJ^'f  •«'"'' ^■' 
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Hexiean  Affairs, 


[25th  Coifo.  l«t  Scss. 


H%  ihenfoTB,  m  ttolieiDf  tbit  coe,  feels  it 
rte  In  duly  te  dcmaiMl  of  the  Mexican  Oovermnent  the 
MdJMe  Testonti4iii  of  the  ▼eoeel  in  queetioo^  with 
RMgee  for  her  detention;  the  prompt  and  exemplary 
inithpunt  of  the  author  of  such  ImwIeeB  prooeedtnge,  and 
m  satisfaction  for  the  indignity  olbred  to  the  United 
tales  in  the  foreibie  and  arbitrary  seizure  of  one  of  her 
lsssb»  without  any  jpat  excuse  whutever. 
The  undersigned  profits  of  this  occasion  to  ofier  to  Mr. 
oQssterio  the  assurance  ot  his  pensonal  esteem  and  very 
Minguisbcd  consideration.  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  his  Bzcelleiicy 

JOSX  MaUII.  OmTIX  MoKASTXBtOy 

Acting  MiniHer  of  Foreign  Affain, 

SSr.  FoTMythtoMr.  EliiM.-^ExtracL 

Da»ABTaxHT  or  9rATc, 

WoMikittgianf  Veetmber  9^  1836. 
itias 

•  •  •  «  •  * 

M'ith  regard  to  the  affair  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
•partment  in  your  So,  29,  I  have  to  sute  that  the  Navy 
tpartaent  is  in  poeseasion  of  information  that  the  own- 
I  ef  the  brig  Pourth-of-July  are  content  You  will  con- 
^aeotly  desist  from  claiming  her,  or  damages  for  her  de- 
Mtioo,  as  A|neriean  property.  The  circumstances,  how- 
KVy  under  which  the  vessel  is  represented  to  have  been 
iMd^  by  the  Mexican  auihoritieci  aibrd  such  strong  pre- 
ttptive  proof  of  a  design  on  their  part  to  insult  the  flag 
^  the  United  Sutes,  that  you  will,  on  that  point,  press 
r  proper  satisfaction.  Acts  of  that  character,  proceeding 
in  whatever  motive^  cannot  be  overlooked  by  this  Go^- 
sunent 
I  have  the  honor  to  tw,  sir,  year  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PORdYTH. 

Ckargi  ^Agwn»  of  the  United  Statee, 


Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 

UviTxn.  Statsb  bbut  Beerov, 

BaUzet  January  18.  1837. 
SiA :  I  avail  myself  of  jn  opportunity  which  prceents 
iifat  this  atoment*  to  advise  you  that  I  took  my  depact- 
Rl  from  the  Mexican  capital  on  the  S8th  ultimo^  and 
fill  use  every  exerlien  to  roach  Washington  city,  with 
»  archives  of  the  legation,  by  the  1st  of  February. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  greet  reepect,  your  meet 
Mdient  servant*  POWHATAN  ELU8. 

fiea-  Jena  Pouoitb, 

Sseretary  of  StaUt  Washington  City.  . 

teeiDBNT  OP  THE  REPUBLTO  OP  MEXICO. 

^Mf^  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
«»itting  his  eorrespondenet  with  General  Santa  AnnOf 
Presiaent  of  the  Republic  of  Mexieo,  in  complianee 
^ith  a  resohaion  of  the  Senate  of  the  iSth  instant. 
January  1,   1837,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

^  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated 
>i  16tb  instant,  I  tmnemit  a  copy  and  a  translation  of  a 
*tter  sddressed  to  me  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  by  (he  Prcsi- 
^  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  a  copy  of  my  reply  to 
to  same,  on  the  4th  of  September.  No  other  com  muni- 
■^  UDon  the  subject  of  tiie  reeohitiott  referred  to  has 
^Q  made  to  the  Executive  by  apy  other  foreign  Govem- 
tout,  or  by  any  peraon  claiming  to  act  in  behalf  of  Mexi- 
••  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WAMtt»wro»,  January  18*  1887. 

vn.  xnr.— A  t% 


The  President  of  the  Mexican  Republic  to  the  President 

of  the  United  States. 
[Translation.] 
CotrxBti,  (tfi  Texofi,)  July  4,  1836. 

Muck  bstiixxo  Sir:  In  fulfilment  of  the  duties  which 
patriotism  and  honor  impose  upon  a  public  man,  I  came 
to  this  country  at  the  head  of  six  thousand  Mexicans.  The 
chances  of  war,  made  inevitable  by  circumstances,  reduced 
me  to  the  condition  of  a  prisoner,  in  which  T  still  remain, 
as  you  may  have  already  learned.  The  disposition  evinced 
by  General  Samuel  Houston,  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Texian  army,  and  by  his  successor,  General  Thomas 
J.  Rusk,  for  the  termination  of  the  wir,  the  decision  of 
the  President  and  Cabinet  of  Texaa  in  favor  of  a  proper 
compromise  between  the  contending  parties,  and  my  own 
conviction,  produced  the  conventions  of  which  I  send  you 
copies  enclosed,  and  the  orders  given  by  me  to  General 
Pilisola,  my  second  in  command,  to  retire  from  the  river 
Brasos,  where  he  was  posted,  to  the  other  side  of  the  rirer 
Bravo  del  Norte. 

As  there  was  no  doubt  that  General  Pilisola  would  re- 
ligiously comply,  as  far  as  concerned  himself,  the  Presi- 
dent and  cabinet  agreed  that  I  should  set  off  for  Mexico, 
in  order  to  fulfil  the  other  engagements ;  and,  with  that 
intent,  I  embarked  on  board  the  schooner  Invincible,  which 
was  to  carry  me  to  the  port  ol  Vera  Crux.  Unfortunately, 
however,  some  indiscreet  persons  raised  a  mob,  which 
obliged  the  authorities  to  have  me  landed  by  force  and 
brought  back  into  strict  captivKy.  This  incident  has  pre- 
vented me  from  going  to  Mexico,  where  I  should  otherwise 
have  arrived  early  in  last  month ;  and,  in  consequence  of 
it,  the  Government  of  that  country,  doubtless  ignorant  of 
what  has  occurred,  has  withdrawn  the  command  of  the 
army  from  General  Pilisola,  and  has  ordered  his  successor. 
General  Urrea,  to  continue  Its  operations :  in  obedience  to 
which  order,  that  general  is,  according  to  the  latest  ac- 
counts, already  at  the  river  Nueces.  In  vain  have  some 
reflecting  and  worthy  men  endeavored  to  demonstrate  the 
necessity  of  moderation,  and  of  my  going  to  Mexico  ac- 
cording to  the  convention ;  but  the  excitement  of  the  pub- 
lic mind  has  increased  with  the  return  of  the  Mexican 
army  to  Texas.  Such  is  the  state  of  things  here  at  pre- 
sent. The  continuation  of  the  war,  and  of  its  disasters, 
is,  therefore,  inevitable,  unless  the  voice  of  reason  be  heard 
in  proper  time  from  the  mouth  of  some  powerful  individ- 
ual. It  appears  to  me  that  you,  sir,  have  it  in  your  pow- 
er to  perform  this  good  office,  by  interfering  in  favor  of  the 
execution  of  the  said  convention,  which  shall  be  strictly 
fulfilled  on  my  part.  When  I  offered  to  treat  with  thu  ♦ 
Government,  I  was  convinced  that  it  was  useless  for  Mexi- 
co to  continue  the  war.  I  have  acquired  exact  informa- 
tion respecting  this  country,  which  I  did  not  possess  four 
months  ago.  I  have  too  much  zeal  for  the  interests  of  my 
countrv,  to  wish  for  any  thing  which  is  not  compatible 
with  them.  Being  always  ready  to  sacrifice  myself  for  its 
glory  and  advanUge,  I  never  would  have  hesitated  to  sub- 
ject myself  to  tormenu  or  death,  rather  than  consent  to 
any  compromise,  if  Mexico  could  thereby  have  obtained 
the  slightest  benefit.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  it  ia 
proper  to  terminate  thia  question  by  political  negotiation. 
That  conviction  alone  determined  me  sincerely  to  agree  to 
what  has  been  stipulated;  and,  in  the  same  spirit,  I  make 
to  you  this  frank  declsration.  Be  pleased,  sir,  to  favor 
me  by  a  like  confidence  on  your  part;  afibrd  me  the  satis- 
factioo  of  avoiding  approaching  evils,  and  of  contributing 
to  that  good  which  my  heart  advises.  Let  us  enter  into 
negotiations,  by  which  the  friendship  between  your  nation 
and  the  Mexican  may  be  strengthened,  both  being  amica* 
bly  engaged  in  giving  being  and  sUbility  to  a  people  who 
are  desirous  of  appearing  in  the  political  world,  and  who, 
under  the  protection  of  the  two  nations,  will  attain  iU  ob- 
Jaet  within  a  few  yean. 
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Brig9  Encomium  and  Bnierprite. 


The  Mexicans  are  magoaniaions  when  treated  with 
conaideration.  I  will  clearly  eet  before  them  the  proper 
and  humane  reasons  which  require  noble  and  frank  con- 
doct  on  iheir  part,  and  1  doubt  not  that  tboj  vrill  act  thus 
as  soon  as  they  have  been  convinced. 

By  what  I  have  here  submittedy  yon  will  see  the  senti- 
ments which  animate  me,  and  with  which  I  remain  your 
most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

To  his  Excellency  General  Axdrrw  Jacksov, 

President  of  the  United  Statu  of  America, 

The  PrUidetit  of  the  United  States  to  the  Preeideni  of  the 

Mexican  Republic. 

Hrruitaob^  September  iy  1836. 

Sin  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  4ih  of  July  last,  which  has  been  forward- 
ed to  me  by  CSeneral  Samuel  Houston,  under  cover  of  one 
from  him,  transmitted  by  an  express  from  General  Gaines, 
who  is  in  command  of  the  United  States  forces  on  the 
Texian  frontier.  The  great  object  of  these  communica- 
tions appears  to  be  to  put  an  end  to  the  disasters  which 
neressarily  attend  the  civil  war  now  raging  in  Texas,  and 
asking  the  interposition  of  the  United  States  in  furthering 
so  humane  and  desirable  a  pur|>ose.  That  sny  well-in- 
tended eflfbrt  of  yours  in  aid  of  this  object  should  have 
been  defeated,  U  calculated  tu  excite  the  regret  of  all  who 
justly  appreciate  the  ble.-«8ings  of  |)eAce,  and  who  take  an 
interest  in  the  causes  which  contribute  to  the  prosperity  of 
Mexico  in  her  domestic  as  well  as  her  foreign  relations. 

The  Government  of  the  United  Stntcs  is  ever  anxious  to 
cultivate  peace  and  friendiihip  with  all  nations,  but  it  pro- 
ceeds on  the  principle  that  all  nations  have  the  right  to 
aher,  amend,  or  change  their  own  Government  as  the 
sovereign  power  (the  people)  may  direct.  In  this  respect. 
It  never  interferes  with  the  policy  of  other  Power*,  nor 
can  it  permit  any  on  the  part  of  others  wtih  its  internal 
policy.  Cim»istently  with  this  principle,  whatever  we  can 
do  to  restore  peace  between  contending  nations,  or  remove 
the  causes  of  misunderstanding,  is  ch^rfully  at  the  service 
of  those  who  are  willing  to  rely  upon  our  good  offices  as  a 
friend  or  mediator. 

In  reference,  however,  to  the  agreement  which  you,  as 
the  representative  of  Mexico,  have  made  with  Texss,  and 
which  invites  the  interposition  of  the  United  States,  you 
will  at  onc«  see  that  we  are  forbidden  by  the  character  of 
the  communications  made  to  us  through  the'Mexican  mtn- 
^ister,  from  considering  it.  Thst  Government  has  notified 
us  that,  as  long  as  you  are  a  prisoner,  no  art  nf  yours  will 
be  regarded  ai»  binding  by  the  Mexican  authorities.  Un- 
der theiie  circumstances,  it  will  tie  nianif«i<t  to  ynu  that 
good  Irtiih  to  Mexico,  as  well  as  the  general  prinriple  to 
which  I  have  adverted  as  forming  the  i>asis  of  our  inter- 
course with  all  foreign  Powers,  make  it  imiKMsible  for  me 
to  take  any  step  like  that  you  have  aiitiripated.  If,  how- 
ever, Mexico  should  signify  her  willingness  to  avail  her- 
self of  our  good  offices  in  bringing  aboot  the  desirable  re 
suit  you  have  described,  nothing  could  give  me  mor« 
pleasure  than  to  devote  my  Iiest  si^rvices  to  it  To  be  in- 
struments! in  terminating  the  evils  of  civil  wsr,  and  in 
substituting  in  their  stead  the  blesi«ing«  of  peace,  is  a  divine 
privilege.  '  Every  Government  and  the  pe<iple  of  all  coun- 
tries should  feel  it  their  highest  happine(«s  10  enjoy  an  op- 
portunity of  thus  manifesting  their  love  of  i*ach  other,  a  d 
their  interest  in  the  general  principles  which  apply  to  them 
all  as  memliers  of  the  common  lamily  of  man. 

Your  letter,  ai.d  that  of  General  Houst«m,  commander- 
in-chief  <>f  the  Texisn  army,  will  l«c  made  the  basis  of  an 
early  interview  with  the  Mexican  minister  at  WashingUin. 
They  will  hasten  my  return  to  Waiihington,  to  which 
place  I  will  set  out  in  a  few  dayi^  expecting  to  i«ach  it  by 


the  1st  of  October.  In  the  mean  Ume,  I  bops  Mexicoal 
Texas,  feeling  that  war  is  the  greatest  of  calamiiifl^  li 
pause  before  another  campaign  is  nndertafcen,  and  cui lift 
to  the  number  of  those  scaiMs  of  bloodshed  which  hsvsdt 
ready  marked  the  progress  of  their  contest,  and  faa«s  ijnm 
so  much  pain  to  their  ChdstiaB  tiionds  tbnNighoitii 
world. 

This  is  sent  nnder  ooTsr  to  Gencrfl  HousloB,  who  «l 
give  it  a  safe  conveyance  to  you. 

I  an,  very  raspectfoUy,  your  obedienl  servaat, 

ANDREW  JACKSOlf. 

To  General  Ahtovio  Lopbs  ob  SjlVta  Asxa. 


BRIGS  ENCOMIUM  AND  ENTERPRISE. 

Mccsagcfrom  the  President  of  the  Untied  Statti,  iRaB* 
pliance  with  a  retohUion  if  the  Senate,  with  eapitif 
eonretpondenee  in  reioHonie  the  eeuureofduam 
b(»artfthe  brige  **Eneomium"  and  *' Bnterpriee,**  f^ 
ary  1 4,  1837.     Read  emd  ordered  to  he  printtd. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  herewith  transmit  lo  the  Senate  a  report  from  Um  l» 
retary  of  Sute,  with  accompanying  papens  embracUil 
copy  of  the  correspondence  requested  by  their  rssolstiisd 
the  7th  instant,  and  such  additional  di»cumeQts  ••  «• 
deemt'd  necessary  to  a  correct  undcxataoding  of  tht  wiA 
subject. 

ANDREW  JACKSOK. 

Wasiirgtok,  February  13,  18S7« 

DspAKTXsirT  Of  State, 

Washington  February^  18,  IS37* 
The  Secretary  of  Stale,  to  whom  has  been  refem'ili 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  the  7th  instant,  requ^ 
the  Prasitlent  to  communicate  to  that  body*  "  ifP«'*y 
siKtent  with  the  public  interest,  a  copy  of  the  corc^ot 
ence  with  the  Government  of  Great  Biitaiu,  in  rebtiiai 
the  outrage  committed  on  our  flag  and  the  ligbia  of  M 
citixens,  by  the  authorities  of  Bermuda  and  ISsmfvfk 
denre,  in  seizing  the  slaves  on  board  of  the  brigi  *S^ 
comiani'  and  *  Enterprise,'  engaged  in  the  coailiiif 
but  which  were  forced  by  shipwreck  and  streis  of 
into  the  ports  of  th«»se  islands,"  has  the  honor  to 
the  Presiitent  according  to  bis  dlrediona,  the  aeooi 
papera,  being  copias  of  the  instructions  from  tbif  D(fi^ 
ment  to  our  diplomatic  rapreaentaiivca  in  Engiaad,  of c^ 
munieations  from  our  diplomatic  rcpreeentsijvei  f  w 
Britii^h  Government,  and  of  the  answers  of  bis  BriMM 
Majesty's  ministers,  and  copies  of  other  totetsfrsntlMlp 
loins  tic  represenutives  of  the  United  States  to  tbtPyj^ 
ment,  relative  to  the  seixiires  from  the  vestels  **  Eiicsaiiw 
and  **  Enterprise,"  and  to  the  reclamation  for  ettm 

previous  seizure  of  a  like  character.  

JOHN  POBStTft 

To  the  Pnsf  iDiVT  of  the  United  States, 

UST  OP  ACCOMPAmriNO  PAPERS 

htstruetionsfrom  the  Department  of  Stale  iodi^MH^ 
representatives  of  the  United  Sates  at  Lmio^ 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Van  Buien,  dated  Decsnhir  %» 

1831. — ^ExtraeU.  . 

Chief  Cleik  to  Mr.  Vail,  dated  SoptemberSS,  16».-A- 

Mr.  Livingston  to  same,  dated  February  SO^  1831*-*** 

tract. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  same,  dat#d  Angust  9,  1834.— Cofif« 
Same  to  iame,  dated  March  88,  1836.--Cnpy. 
Same  to  Mr.  8tavaoM>n,  ^»l»^  Mqr  i%  l888.«-&tt** 
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Brif^  EneamiMm  and  Enterprise. 


[36th  Ceif*.  l«t  Sssa. 


^9mmtmieaitom  from  dtplomaHc  rqtreaeniaiivtg  of  the 
Uitiied  St4it€t  at  London  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
Ike  United  States. 

h.  Vm  Bnren  to  Mr.  LtWngcton,  (with  cncloMire,)  dated 

FMihftry  88,  189S. --^Extract 
Er.  Vail  to  sime,  ifatoi!  July  15,  1839.— Ext raet«. 
aiilf  totame,  dated  Noveoibor  14,  l888.-*Extracta. 
■ma  to  aame,  (with  oneloaaraa,)  datad  March  SO,  1§33.— 

Bxtraet 
[r.  Vail  tA  Mr.  Livfnfstoiij  (with  enelosnrea,)  datad  April 

6,  1883.~Bztraet. 
•ma  to  fame,  (with  andoavra,)  dated  April  99,  1889.— 

Eitract. 

ima  to  Mr.  McLana,  datad  Soptamber  88,  1698.— 'Ex- 
tract 
imatoaame,  (with  ancloaura,)  dat«d  January  14,  1834.— 

Bxtraeto. 
fr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Pomyth,  (with  eoclnaara,)  datad  Anguat 

«,  I834.— Extract. 

imatosame,  dated  Auguat  14,  1834. — Extract. 
WMtoaama,  dated  September  18,  1834.— Extract 
ama  to  Mnia,  (with  endoaurea,)  datad  Saptamber  88, 

1834.— Eitract 

mMtoiame,  datod  January  14,  1835 Extract 

ime  to  same,  dated  Janu/iry  33,  1835.— Extract 

ime  to  tame,  JAted  March  14,  1835, — Extract. 

|fna  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  dated  May   14,  1835. — 

Extract. 

inatoaame,  d.tiod  Nova<iihi»r  6,  1835.— Extract 
uae  to  tarne,   (with  encloaare,)  dated  November  14, 

1835.— Extract. 

[r.  Steventon  to  aame,  dated  Jaly  14,  1836. — Extract. 
lm«tosam^  dated  July  39,  1836.'-Extracta. 
ama  to  same,  (whh  andoaure,)  dated  Auga»t6,  1836.-* 

Sztract. 

iffle  lo  same,  dated  Augast  33,  1836. — Extract 
ime  to  same,  dated  October  6,  1836. — Extract, 
una  to  same,  dated  Novemi^r  19,  1836. — Extract 
inia  to  same,   (with  enclosure,)  datad   December   14, 

1838.— Extract 

xtracl  of  a  deepafehfrom  Mr.  Livingston,  Secretary  of 
Siafe,  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
K.nitter  Tleiiipottntiary  to  Great  Britain,  dated  De* 
(ember  $,  1831. 

^la :  I  have  the  hoaor  to  tr«iMmtt  to  you  papera  which 
M  five  you  all  tha  ra<|uigite  information  in  relation  to  a 
teceading  of  the  Governor  of  tha  Bahama  ialands,  which 
P>  are  ioatructed  to  lay  before  tha  firiliah  ministry,  with 
ii^ong  espre«aiaii  of  confidence  thai  it  will  be  diaavowed 
r  its  («ovarnroent  ^ 

A  vaasal  going  from  one  of  our  porta  to  another,  with 
fee,  the  property  of  American  citiaena,  waa  wrecked  on 
i  Bahama  banks.  The  slavea  were,  very  fortunately, 
*»!,  and  carried  into  New  Providence,  where  they  were 
iriled,  as  being  forfeited  under  tbo  British  ac^l^cobibiting 
a  slave  trade.  The  libel  w<is  dismisaad  by  the  court ; 
It  tho  (Governor,  of  bis  own  authority,  declared  them  to 
free,  and  refused  lo  permit  the  ownem  to  take  them  from 
a  island. 

This  proceeding,  so  injuritiUa  to  the  rights  of  our  citi- 
Qa,  is  attempted  to  be  justified  under  inatructiona  given 
'  the  Government  to  the  Executive  of  tbo  island. 
The  arguments  to  show  not  only  the  injustice  of  this  un- 
endly  proceeding,  but  iu  inconsistency  with  tha  acta  of 
a  Government  in  rcUtioii  to  this  species  of  property,  will 
kturally  suggest  themselves  to  you. 
No  statesman  in  England,  zealouH  ns  some  of  them  have 
tn  ibr  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trad«,  has 
ntured  to  propose  tiial  other  nations,  by  the  laws  of 
bich  slavery  was  pi'mtittcd,  hhvuKl  W  forced  to  consent 


to  a  ganaial  eoMiieipatioo.  Tha  Engliah,  then,  ac- 
knowledge that  alavaa  are  property-^tbey  go  further,  they 
acknowledge  the  right  to  hold  auch  property  in  thair  coio- 
niea.  Hare,  then,  ia  property  legally  held  by  the  citixena  of 
a  friendly  country— of  a  speciea  allowed  to  be  held  by  their 
own  subjects— which  is  forcibly  taken,  becauae  the  calamity 
of  shipwreck  baa  cast  it  on  their  ahorca-^not  on  the  shorea 
which  they  hdve  boaated  that  no  slave  could  tread  without 
being  free,  but  in  a  colony  where  alavary  ia  acknowledge^ 
and  where  the  master's  right  ia  protected  by  severe  laws. 

If  the  English  statute  had  declared  that  properly  of  thia 
kind,  when  saved  from  a  wreck,  should  be  lost  to  the  pro- 
prietor, we  should,  indeed,  have  bean  astonished  at  tbisro- 
turn  to  the  barbarous  practice  of  ancient  times,  which 
cruelly  took  that  which  the  tempest  had  apared.  We 
ahould  have  in  vain  tried  to  reconcile  it  to  the  just  and 
humane  policy  of  modem  nationa;  but  we  ahould,  in  that 
case,  have  been  on  our  guard.  When  our  veasels  bilged  on 
such  inhoepitable  ahorea,  we  ahould,  at  greater  risk,  have 
endeavored  to  eonvay  the  cargo  to  some  other  place  of  re- 
fuge. Our  onderwriiers  would  have  calculated  ibe  in- 
creased danger  of  the  cargo  being  forced  into  an  English 
port  But  the  law  which  is  made  the  authority  for  theaa 
proceedings  is  silent  on  the  subject ;  the  courts  of  the  island 
have  given  it  no  such  construotion  ;  and  it  is  only  the  ex- 
ecutive cotnm9ttt  upon  it  that  authorizaa,  aa  is  said,  tha 
procedure. 

But  you  may  further  urge  that,  admitting  it  to  have  beoQ 
the  intent  of  the  act  of  Parliament  that  every  slave  caat  by 
shipwreck  on  iheir  islands,  aa  well  as  those  brought  thara 
by  design,  should  be  made  free,  it  would  be  too  great  a  re- 
flection on  the  justice  of  the  nation  to  auppoae  that  they  in- 
tended this  acheme  of  philanthropy  ahould  be  executed  at 
the  expense  of  the  unfortunate  citizen  of  a  friendly  nation. 
If  tha  humanity  of  the  British  nation  will  not  be  satisfied 
unless  the  slaves  who  are  cast  on  tha  coasta  of  their  colo* 
Dies  should  l>ecome  free,  their  justice  will  require  that  tha 
property  of  the  shipwrecked  stranger  shall  not  be  taken  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  humanity  without  due  compenaation  ; 
and  in  this  case  our  citizens  will  not  require  that  any  im- 
plied faith  pledged  to  the  slavea,  by  the  act  of  the  Governoi^ 
ahali  be  violateid ;  they  will  be  content  with  a  modarata 
valuation.  •  •  •  •  t 

On  the  whole,  it  ia  tha  Praaidcnt'a  deaire  that  you 
ahould  take  every  proper  opportunity  of  urging  tha  right  of 
the  claimanta  to  indemnity.  The  magnitude  of  the  sum 
ttjakea  it  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  parties  interested* 
and  the  principle  involved  ia  one  of  considerable  delicacy, 
in  relation  to  the  speciea  of  property  in  question. 

Extract  of  a  despatchfrom  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Depart' 
tnsnt  of  State  to  Mr,  Vail,  ekargi  d'affaires  of  the 
United  States  at  Londm,  dated  September  38,  1833. 

The  parlies  interested  in  tha  propertyofthe  alavea  wredDsd 
npon  the  Bahama  hanks,  and  liberated  by  the  Governor  of 
the  island  of  Providence,  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  pro- 
cure a  decision  of  their  claim  upon  the  Bntiah  Govemmenl^ 
which  they  cannot  doubt  will  be  a  fisTorable  one.  Accord- 
ing to  a  late  commnnication  from  you  on  thia  subject,  tha 
matt<*r  had  been  referred  to  the  law  offioers  of  the  Crown 
for  their  opinion  u^^bn  it 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.   Vail^ 
dated  February  36,  1833. 

The  caae  of  the  slaves  wrecked  on  Abaco  is  an  occur- 
rence that  most  probably  would  not  have  happened  had  the 
application  of  this  Government,  ten  years  ago,  [relative  to 
the  eatablishment  of  lighta  in  the  Bahama  channel,]  bean 
attended  to— a  case  which  apparently  givea  as  much  troub|a 
to  the  British  Government  as  to  ours — ^but  which,  however 
disagreeable  tho  discussion  may  be  to  both,  must  be  brought 


252 


APPENDIX— ro  GaU*  Sf  Seatok't  MUgittcr. 


MlhCait*.  IrtSiM.] 


to  a  oondufioii.  The  eUim«ntt  art  eitremely  orgaot,  and 
the  ctie  is  too  clear  to  admit  of  a  doubt.  The  doctrine 
that  woold  justify  the  liberation  of  our  stares  is  too  dan- 
ferons  to  a  large  section  of  our  country  to  be  tolerated  by 
us.  You  are  therefore  again  instructed  to  urge  an  atten« 
tion  to  our  application,  stating,  as  a  reason  for  your  press- 
ing it,  not  only  those  which  are  contained  in  the  origins! 
and  subsequent  instructions  on  the  subject,  but  the  extreme 
and  just  susceptibility  of  a  very  large  portion  of  our  eoun« 
try  on  the  question  which  it  involve)^,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent relies  confidently,  not  only  on  the  sense  of  justice  of 
the  British  Government,  but  on  their  wish  to  remove  every 
unfriendly  feeling  betwteen  the  citizens  and  subjects  of 
the  two  countries,  for  a  salitifaclory  srrangentent  of  this 
boBinesi. 


IsCtttr  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Vail,  dated 

AueusT  2,  IS 34. 

6ra :  The  delay  of  the  British  (government  to  give  any 
BAtisfactory  answer  to  the  representation  which  was  made, 
so  long  ago  ss  the  year  1832,  and  repeatedly  called  to  its 
attention  since,  on  the  sul>ject  of  the  slaves  shipwieclied  at 
Abaco,  has  been  the  cause  of  great  regret  and  of  some  sur- 
prise to  the  President,  and  has  given  rise  to  serious  and 
frequent  complaints  on  the  part  of  the  ituIividusJs  interested. 
It  is  with  painful  feeiingi  that  the  President  has  witness- 
ed a  similar  disregard,  upon  the  psrt  of  the  authorities  of 
New  Providence,  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  American 
cittxens,  who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  be  brought  by 
shipwreck  within  their  jurisdiction. 

By  the  papers  which  are  now  transmitted  to  you,  it  will 
be  seen  that,  in  the  month  of  February  last,  the  American 
bng  Encomium,  Bheffield  master,  bound  from  Charleston 
to  New  Orleans,  with  a  cargo  and  passengers,  among 
whom  were  45  negro  slaves,  the  property  of  American 
owners,  who  were  also  on  board,  was  wrecked  near  Fish 
Key,  Abaco,  whence  the  passengers  were  carried  to  Nas- 
sau; that  on  their  arrival  the  slaven  were  seized,  while  on 
board  the  wreckers,  by  an  olRcer  of  the  custoron,  and  taken 
io  the  police  ofiice,  where  they  were  set  at  liberty  by  the 
magistrate,  although  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  who 
was  present,  protected,  on  Iwhulf  of  the  owners,  again»t 

*tha  slaves  being  taken  out  of  their  possession ;  that,  on  the 
day  following,  the  owners  being  about  to  rmbark  for  the 
United  States,  the  consul  wrote  to  the  Lieutenant  Govern- 
or, to  inquire  whether  there  was  any  impediment  to  their 
taking  their  slaves  with  them,  and  was  answered  by  his 
secretary  that,  by  so  doing,  they,  as  well  as  oil  others  ac- 
cessary, would  be  liable  to  be  bunged. 

*  By  a  communication  subsequently  made  to  the  consul  by 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  it  appears  that  he  acted  in  regard 
to  the  slaves  under  an  opinion,  given  in  the  year  1818,  by 
Sir  Christopher  Robinsim  and  Lord  Gilfi»rd  Ui  the  British 
Secretary  of  State,  a  copy  of  which,  and  of  the  Lieutenant 

.Governor's  communicatiou,  it  is  tbuugbt  {jroper,  iu  jut^tice 
to  him,  to  place  with  tho  other  pa^tcr^. 

This  transaction  has  produced  a  »Uoii^  senbation  in  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  in  the  South,  where  it  u 
viewed  as  a  direct  interference  with  their  rights  of  proper- 
ty 1  rights  which  had  their  origiu  under  British  inviitu- 
tions,  and  have  since  been  sanctioned  by  our  own. 

It  cannot  bo  denied  that  the  circumstances  of  thin  case 
furnish  abundant  grounds  for  the  disMitisfaction  which  it 
has  produced.     The  slaves  were  in  the  quiet  possession  of 

'their  owners,  on  board  the  wreckers,  when  tliey  arrived  ot 

^  Nassau,  and,  for  ull  that  sppeans  to  the  coutrarr,  would 

'have  so  remahied.  They  had  preferred  no  claim  to  the 
authorities  of  the  iuiand   to  interpose  for  their  dischnrge  ; 

'nor  bad  the  owners  made  any  call  for  such  interposition  to 
enforce  their  possession. 

Indeed,  there  was  not,  on  either  side,  any  application  to 


those  BUthoiitfea,  and  their  iat>ttoiiieawiiwkd|yf<^ 
tary  and  gratoiloiM.  Tfaa  leg^  rights  of  the  owneiicrie 
•laves,  aooordiyg  to  the  laws  of  their  ewn  esoBlry,  wm 
well  knewn  to  the  effieere  at  Naseae ;  and,  vu$n^  dm 
specting  those  righla*  and  seeiiif  that  Ihej  tjoioitM  Mw 
undisturbed,  es  might  have  been  expected  &0Bi4lisari» 
ities  of  a  friendly  Balioo,  those  osffieem  openly  disnprid 
them,  end  exertied  theniaeivee  only  le  eause  then  te  ksn» 
Uied  by  others.  Having  begun  by  forcibly 
tho  owAen,  with  wboni  the  aUvea  were  quietly 
they  set  them  at  liberty,  and  finally  held  out  Ibe 
ment  of  death  to  deter  the  owneia  from  taking  tbrm  tn$. 
The  law  opinion  under  which  the  Lieutenant  Goveas 
prafeesee  to  have  acted  relntee  to  the  slave tiide,  toi^ 
coMis  only,  and  cannot  apply  to  slaves  bom  m  the  Untol 
Statee,  and  belonging,  for  generations,  to  AaericaB  dli 
sens,  under  titles  derived  from  British  laws,  prior  tsib 
separation  of  the  two  conntrise.  That  it  sbeuld  ban  bm 
construed  to  include  a  description  of  persone  who  sitdw^ 
not  embraced  within  its  tenns»  wonld  seem  to  indicrtii 
disregard  for  interests  of  great  importance  to  alaifep 
tion  of  tJ)e  American  people,  which  was  nutlooks^hie 
the  part  of  a  friendly  nation ;  and  that  such  causa  flffln* 
plaint  should  a  second  time  aiise  in  the  same  qasrto,lp| 
circumstance  which  adds  to  the  unfavorable  ifflpre«eafii 
the  transaction  has  produced. 

It  is  tho  President's  desire  that  you  will  take  sai^ 
opportunity  to  bring  this  case  before  the  British  Gs«l» 
ment,  and  express  his  hope  that,  after  fully  weighiaf  lb 
whole  subiect,  that  Government  will  see  that  ao  esi^il 
demnification  to  the  proprietors  in  both  cases,  sod  tbepl 
vention  r»f  similar  injuries  in  future^  are  due  both  tojosil 
and  to  the  firiendly  relations  between  the  two  coimUicv 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORsrm. 


Mr.  Forsiflh  to  Mr.   Vail. 

D£PART3[r.NT  or  SxATr, 

Wcuhi»gtofh  March  S8,  IS» 
Sin  :  J  transmit  to  youj  herewith,  the  copy  of  •  iMIi 
dated  on  the  2d  instant,  just  received  at  this  I^epv**! 
from  the  consular  comm9icial  ageoc  of  the  Cniied  Strifii 
Bermuda,  communicating  some  particulars  relativs  ItA 
seizure  and  subsequent  liberation  of  certain  slsveiv  tfl^ 
of  the  cargo  of  the  American  brig  *<  Enterprise,"  8«^ 
master,  bound  from  Alexandria,  D.  C,  to  Cfasiis<Mf^ 
C,  which  vessel  had  been  obliged  to  put  Intelbs  pii^ 
Hamilton,  in  distress,  having  experiencsd  seMNvM 
and  fallen  short  of  provisions.  It  is  the  wish  of  tbiM 
dent  that  the  case  should  be  immediately  breegkt  H^ 
attention  of  ^^^^  British  Government,  and  thetistonli 
cliiimed  for  this  groes  outrage  upon  the  righu  and 
of  American  cttiaenc.  You  will  make  use  of  this 
unless  nn  answer  has  already  been  given  to  yon  r  , 
them,  to  e|ll  the  attention  of  his  Majei^ty's  GovnaiMil* 
the  imreaViable  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  dfiiN 
upon  the  questione  of  a  similar  character,  piesemed  wf^ 
previous  notes. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F0R5JVtH. 

Exiraet  of  a  detjmfth  fvm  Mr.  Fr/rj  y/A  U>  5fr.  Sfa^ 

S071,  deUtd 

M%rll,  IS* 
In  the  present  state  of  our  diplomatic  Telalii«ni aift^ 
OoTcrnmeut  of  his  Britarmic  Majesty,  tlie  most imarffidj 
pressing  of  the  matters  with  which  the  ITithed  6ta'erl|l' 
tion  at  London  i*  now  charged,  is  the  rWm  </««•• 
American  citizens  against  Gt cat  Britain  forimlfBBffcsill 
for  a  number  of  slavci',  the  rargoes  of  three  »eMrbwT«Ai 
on  Briti-h  island*  in  the  Atianttr,  near  ihU  wnifewt,  Hi 
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[9MiC«v*.  Id&tas* 


Mt  Mnwl  tetO   tbOM  lllflMllI^  MHStdi  WKM  lOhlMqUWHij 

iMIii  hy  tbt  iactl  mhoriiiM;  wlwmliy  tb«  awimi  !»▼• 
■yiiJMiMJ  an  •Imott  total  low  of  tfanr  property.  The 
Mifwiiow  flf  tbw  ]>lpaitaMBl,  ancl  the  eemepondeaee 
bit  hMalMidy  pewtJ  between  the  dlplometie  repraeent*- 
iiw  ef  the  United  Stetee  aod  the  Bntkh  Secratarj  of 
Itati  fer  Foragii  AAdra  on  the  eahjeet,  wbiefa  will  be 
rnvim  the  filee  of  the  legmtieii,  te  whioh  yoo  are  teler- 
li^  Witt  p«t  yea  foUy  fai  pnimiion  of  all  the  Cm^  ichtinf 
•  ihmeum^  aa  well  ae  of  the  viewa  of  the  Ptcaideiit  to 
ifird  to  them ;  and  will  alao  aeqoahit  you  wkh  the  pcof- 
Mi  Mde  towaida  a  definitive  eettleawnt  of  the  aflair .  f 
hall  ^hmrd&n  eontent  myaelf  with  exprotaJBg  to  yon  the 
MdMit'e  annona  wiah  that  no  doM  ahoold  be  loal,  and 
»  astttion  epaied  on  your  pait,  to  efieet  an  early  adjaai- 
■Dt  of  thia  leugf^peDdins  elaim ;  the  delay  which  haa  al- 
Mdf  oceaned  having  given  htm  great  diaiatiafaetion. 

htrad  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  lA/oinge- 

ton^  dated 

FEBavABY  28,  1893. 
I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  note  which  I 
pdresteJ,  on  the  25th  instant,  to  Lord  Patmerston,  in  be- 
jtf  of  the  owners  of  the  slaves  wrecked  in  tho  brig 
^Cornet,*'  on  a  reef  near  the  Bahama  banks.  Yoa  will 
■roeive,  on  perusing  it,  that,  availing  myself  of  the  lati- 
ids  given  me  by  my  instructions  respecting  this  claim, 
dd  taking  into  consideration  the  state  of  public  feeling, 
Bd  the  extreme  sensibility  which  prevails  here  on  all  sub- 
ictt  connected  with  slavery,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  go 
urtlier  into  the  matter  than  the  suggestions  in  your  com- 
iunicstion  seemed  strictly  to  require.  The  arguments  in 
tnt  of  the  rlaim  also  involved  principles  so  interesting  to 
portion  of  onr  countrymen  as  to  render  it  proper  to  give 
iem  the  fullest  consideration.  I  hope  that  my  endeavors 
>havsjuftice  done  to  the  claimants  may  meet  the  appro- 
tlion  of  the  President. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Lord  Palnursion. 

The  nnderaigned,  envoy  extiaordinai^  and  minister 
UnpHentiaiy  of  the  United  dtatea  of  Amerieay  haa  the 
Mor,  la  obedience  to  inslraedons  reoently  teeelved  from 
h  OoTemmenty  to  aobmit  to  the  right  honorable  Lord 
Ikoom  Patmereton,  hie  Majesty's  prinelpal  Secretary  of 
Me  ibr  Foreign  Affairs,  the  claims  of  several  citiaenB  of 
H  United  Statea  npon  hie  Majeaty*a  Ck>v«mment,  for  in- 
Mti  which  thsy  hmve  auatained,  in  eonseqoenee  of  certain 
^itoMdiaga  of  the  British  colonial  authorities  of  the  Ba« 
Mas. 

The  prominent  faete  of  the  caae,  in  regard  to  wliicb  there 
lii  not  appear  to  be  any  dispute,  are  aa  follows : 
'^«tain  cttisens  of  the  UnitiBd  States,  owners  of  one  hun- 
id  and  sixty-four  native  American  slaves,  being  deslroua 
[removing  them,  coaetwiae,  from  Alexandria,  in  the  Db- 
iet  of  Columbia,  to  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louiei- 
li,  both  plaees  being  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
tates,  shipped  them,  fbr  that  purpose,  in  December,  1880, 
I  board  the  American  brig  **  Comet,'*  Isaac-Staples,  mas- 
r.  The  shipment  and  intended  transler  of  the  said  slaves 
(fog  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  ves- 
I  was  regularly  cleared  at  the  custom-house,  and  provided 
Idi  all  the  neceesaiy  papers  to  establiah  the  legality  of  her 
yage.  Whilst  proceeding  thereon,  the  •«  Comet'*  was 
ben  otit  of- her  courae  by  adverse  winds  and  tempestuous 
Micr ;  and  on  the  night  of  the  8d  January,  grounded  on 
iinsutiited  reef,  about  ten  miles  to  the  windward  of  the 
hod  Ahaeo,  and  was  tbero  totally  l«>et.  Belinre  the  ves- 
I  went  to  peioes,  an  Island  sloop,  and  some  eail -boats 
ime  to  her  aa^iatanee,  and  aided  in  saving  the  Kve^of  the 
mona  on  board,  by  landing  them  nn  a  smaN  key,  called 
^nMi  Key,  situated  b^ecn  th«  reef  and  the  island,  at 


the  diatanee  oC  about  three  or  four  milea  from  the  one  and 
five  or  aiz  from  the  other.  This  key,  though  ao  denomi- 
Bated»  is,  it  appears^  but  a  ban  and  deaert  rock,  furnishing 
Mther  vegetattOB  nor  freah  water  for  the  nee  of  man,  and 
aeparated  from  the  ialand  by  a  cliannel.  To  obtain  the  meana 
of  eubaiatettoe,and  fit  out  the  vesael  for  the  accommodation  of 
ao  groat  a  number  of  persona,  they  proceeded  to  Green  Tur^ 
tie  key ;  from  whence  it  was  Captain  Staple's  intention  to 
sail,  in  the  wrecking  veasel,  for  Key  West,  or  some  other 
pott  oi  the  United  States,  whero  he  might  have  found  the 
meana  of  proceeding  to  his  original  destination.  Bot  failing 
to  pravail  upon  the  wreckera  to  afiTord  him  the  use  of  their 
vesael,  be  waa  obliged  to  yield  to  their  terms,  and  to  a^ 
in  thoee  voisels,  with  all  the  persons  rescued  from  the 
wreck,  to  the  port  of  Naasau,  in  the  iskind  of  New  Prov|. 
denoe,  whero  the  wrecken  insisted  upon  carrying  them, 
and  whero  they  arrived  on  the  llth  January,  1831.  The 
landing  of  the  slaves  from  the  wreck  on  Spenisb  Key,  their 
tronsfer  to  Green  Turtle  key,  and  final  removal  to  the  port 
of  Naasau,  appear  to  have  been  acta  of  neceasity,  arising 
from  eircumstancea  of  miafortune,  over  which  Captain  Sta- 
plea  had  no  control.  On  his  arrival  at  Naasau,  he  totik 
every  proper  atep  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  slavee,  and 
immediately  purebaaed,  for  four  thousand  dollars,  a  brig, 
which  he  proceeded  to  fit  out,  with  all  possible  despatch, 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  slaves  to  New  Orleana ;  hut  be- 
fi>re  this  could  be  accomplished,  a  notice  was  served  npon 
him  by  the  custom-house  officers  of  Nassau,  that  the  slavea 
wouM  bo  detained  until  the  opinion  of  the  Governor  and 
cTown-iawyen  of  the  colony  could  be  obtained,  as  to  their 
liability  to  seiaoro  under  the  British  statutea  concerning  the 
abolition  of  tbe  elave  trade ;  and  on  the  15th  of  January, 
the  fourth  day  after  their  arrival,  all  tbe  slaves  then  ro- 
maining  on  board  the  wrecking  veasela,  together  with  fif- 
teen who,  notwithstanding  the  precaaiions  taken  to  pre- 
vent it,  had  made  their  escape  by  swimming  to  the  short, 
were  seixed  by  the  custom-house  oflBcers  for  a  violation  of 
a  statute  above  referred  to;  and  thoee  remaining  on  board 
of  the  vessel  were  forcibly  taken  from  the  poasession  and 
custody  of  Captain  Staples,  and  landed  at  Nassau. 

Proceedings  were  forthwith  instituted  by  the  officer  who 
had  made  the  aeiaure^  in  the  inatanco  court  of  vice  admiral^ 
ty  for  the  Bahamas,  sgainst  tbe  slavee  referred  to,  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  act  of  Pariiament  (5  Goo.  IV.  chap. 
113)  *«  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  laws  for  the  aboil- 
tion  of  the  alave  trade.*'  This  harah  attempt  to  convert 
involuntary  acts  of  Captain  Staples,  growing  out  of  acci- 
dents beyond  human  control,  and  indispensably  necessaty 
to  tho  preservation  of  human  lives,  into  infractions  of  « 
penal  statute  meriting  forfeiture,  was,  after  a  full  bearing 
of  the  parties,  very  properly  oondemned  by  the  court,  and 
the  libel  or  information  dismissed.  The  illegality  of  tho 
seizure  having  thus  been  judicially  determinod.  Captain 
Staples,  after  complying  with  the  re%uiremeata  of  the  de« 
croe  in  regard  to  the  costs  of  suit,  trusted  that  no  further 
difficulty  would  be  interpoeed  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the 
slaves  to  the  port  of  their  original  destination.  The  under- 
signed regrets  to  ssy  that  this  reaaooable  expectation  was 
not  realized.  Ft  appe|trs  that  the  colonial  authorities,  not- 
withstanding tbe  decision  referred  to,  took  upon  themaelvea 
to  release  the  alaves  from  all  the  relations  in  wbich  they  had 
stood  with  regard  to  their  ownera,  and  refused  to  surrender 
them  to  Captain  Staples;  notwithstanding,  also,  the  repeat- 
ed memorials  addressed  to  tliem  by  him,  and  by  the  consu- 
lar agent  of  the  United  States  in  the  Bahamas. 

In  taking  this  step,  tho  Governor  acted,  it  would  seem, 
in  conformity  with  an  opinion  of  the  judge  of  the  instance 
court,  wbich  did  not  form  a  part  of  the  original  decree,  but 
in  which  he  declared  tliat  the  slaves  having  lieen  once 
landed,  there  was,  in  his  opinion,  no  law  by  which  they 
could  legally  be  dealt  with  as  slaves  in  that  colony,  or  which 
would  authorize  tlie  Gorern^ir  to  deliver  them  up,  without 
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Sfith  C«ir«.  I«t  8sM.] 


BnJl*  £ficoM«tM»  and  Entwgnte, 


th«r  consftnt,  to  the  daiiiMUits,  for  the  pvpoM  of  beftog 
eoDTeyed  to  another  coantry,  to  be  ao  dealt  with;  snd  that, 
therefore,  they  mtttt,  m  a  neoeaaary  conaeqnence,  be  eoi^ 
sidered  aa  free  pefaonv,  and  not  aa  alavea  iHqpiUy  imported. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  slavea,  one  hundred  and  forty- aii 
were  inaured  by  three  insurance  officea  iu  the  city  of  New 
Orleana  for  ^1,330.  The  aaaured  having  been  dina  de- 
prived of  I  heir  property,  made  their  abandonment  to  the 
aeveral  officea,  under  the  claim  in  the  policy  againat  the 
riak  of  '*  detainment  by  f(»reign  Powers,"  and,  on  the  usual 
poof  of  loaa  and  interest,  received  the  amount  of  their 
ieveral  policiea.  The  underwriters,  namely  :  The  Looia^ 
fiana  8taifr  Inaurance  Company,  The  Miasissippi  Marine 
and  Fire  Inaurance  Gompaoy,  The  Merchanta'  Insurance 
Company  of  New  Orleans,  together  with  Colonel  Charles 
C.  Tult,  navy  agent  of  the  United  States  at  Penaacoia,  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  SyWanos  W.  M}jdd»  owners 
of  the  slaves  which  were  not  insured,  sent  an  agent  to 
Naaaau,  with  inatmctions  to  demand  the  alavea  from  the 
authorities  of  that  place,  and,  if  delivered  up,  to  send  them 
to  New  Orleana ;  and  in  case  of  refusal,  lo  hava  all  the 
necessary  doeuroenis  duly  authenticated,  and  submit  them 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  Statea.  The  manner  in 
which  these  duties  were  performed  by  the  agent,  Mr.  Morse^ 
appears  from  hia  report,  a  copy  of  which  the  undersigned 
haa  the  honor  of  laying  l^efore  I^ord  Palmerston. 

It  appears  that  his  excellency  Major  General  J<  C.  Smith, 
Governor  of  hia  Maj6aty*8  possesaions  iu  the  Bal>amaa, 
referred  the  oldimants  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  col- 
onies, with  an  intimation  that  the  whole  subject  had  been 
liilly  reported  to  that  defiartroent  of  hia  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  suggestions  authorizing  the  inference  that,  in  the 
ctf ps  which  had  been  taken  iii  the  premiaes^  hu  excellency 
had  acted  under  the  orders  of  his  Government. 

It  is  upon  the  cireumAtances  of  which  the  preceding 
statement  furnishes  a  general  outline,  and  which  are  more 
minutely  described  in  the  accompanying  papera,  to  which 
the  undersigned  respectfully  invites  Lord  Palmerston'^ 
early  attention,  that  the  preaent  claimants  apply  to  thejua- 
tiec  and  equity  of  his  Maje»ty*s  Government,  for  indemnity 
for  the  heavy  losses  which  they  have  sustained.  In  the  few 
oheervationa  which  the  nnderaigned  thinks  it  proper  to 
submit  in  support  ol  this  claim,  he  does  not  deem  it  neeea- 
aaiy  to  say  any  thing  in  confirmation  of  the  decision  of  the 
instance  court  upon  the  question  of  forfeiture,  fiilly  confi* 
dent,  as  he  cannot  but  feel,  that  the  unfounded  pralenoea 
eat  up  by  the  officers  who  made  the  aeizare,  and  which  were 
ao  properly  condemned  by  the  coqrt,  will  receive  no  conn- 
tensnce  from  his  Majesty's  Government. 

The  Governor  of  the  Bahamaa,  in  severing  the  eonnezion 
which  existed  between  the  sUves  in  question  and  their 
masters,  acted,  it  wouM  aeem,  in  conformity  to  \ht  ex  parte 
opinion  already  referred  to,  delivered  by  the  judf^e  of  the 
instance  court,  which  declared  that  the  adoption  of  that 
coarse  was  the  unavoidable  consequence  of  the  actual  land- 
ing of  the  slavea  in  the  colony,  a  consequence  of  the  unfair- 
ness of  which,  as  it  respected  the  claimants,  he  was  not 
insensible,  hot  whit-h  he  did  not  think  it  was  in  the  power 
of  the  Governor  to  avoid. 

By  the  actual  land'ng  here  spoken  of,  tlie  undersigned  is 
l>ound  to  understand  Judge  Mannings  as  referrit>g  to  their 
landing  at  Nassau,  in  conaequence  of  the  unlawful  seizure 
of  them  by  the  custom-house  officers  of  that  place,  by  which 
landing  they  had  been  brought  within  the  actual  control  and 
placed  under  the  protection  of  the  local  authorities ;  for  the 
undersigned  cannot  fur  a  momeut  suppoM  that  the  Idea 
intended  to  lie  conveyed  was,  that  the  mere  fact  of  landing 
the  uIaxw  tipon  a  bare  rock  on  the  Bahama  coast,  to  save 
them  from  immediato  death,  or  even  touching  with  them 
at  annther  ishind  for  the  sole  purpose  of  saving  tbem  from 
starvation  or  loss  in  the  small  crafts  which  had  come  to 
their  rescue^  justified ;  or  that  any  principle  of  humanity 


or  official  doty  raqolnd  the 
th«  abvea  in  q«flati«i«  ciieiinMlaiicad  as  ^neH^ai 
taka  tbem  /rom  th*  veaisliwith  a  view  to  thsif  iiMMifii 
tion.  Having  pmparly  detidad  that  the  laadiag  srib 
alavea  from  the  «<Coaiet«**  by  C^iam  SlapiM^  diiMl 
conatitota  tha  importation  of  them]  hito  the  eol«a^4 
oounoed  by  tha  act,  and  to  which  tha  penalty  of  foMm 
b  attadiad,  baoaaae  it  waa  not  a  caaa  within  ils  qiiiiai 
paKey,  it  woaM  aeam  to  Mow  aa  a  pccassaiy  espieyi 
that  no  fisrfeitara  or  diaabitity  eonld  heineantdtiyA* 
iaamediaU  rMpment  with  a  view  to  the  prancBlivi 
their  voyage.  UndeiataAding  the  opinioii  in  ihit,  M^ 
to  tha  nnderaigned,  appeaia  to  be  ita  only  adaMMsllhl 
tha  naceeeity  of  regarding  the  alavea  aa  firaenen  is  itCnii 
not  to  the  meeoa  previoualy  used  to  Mane  tbeafrMBlhi 
peiib  of  the  aaa,  but  to  the  aoto  of  the  aothoittics  sf  th 
ialand  in  valuntarily  aaaMming  the  poesfaaion  and  pislflclia 
of  them,  by  which  acta  thoaa  authorities^  aooonliog  toil 
idea  of  the  judge,  put  it  oot^f  their  power  to  allsvii 
compulsory  retorn  of  the.  alavee  to  the  eolijeetiMi  didi 
maaters.  Admitting,  therefore,  that  the  judge  of  lbs  » 
stance  court  was  correct  in  his  position,  ths  iuiperttBt  k$ 
atill  remains,  that  this  inability,  and  the  eonseqocst  ki 
sustained  by  the  claimanta,  arose  altogether  from  iktM^ 
fessedly  illegal  acts  of  the  cusiom-housa  officers  e(  iki  pi 
of  Nassau  in  making  the  aeizure  and  in  effecting  tbsw 
ing  of  the  slaves  at  that  place,  against  the  wishsmH 
defiance  of  the  remonstrances  of  Captain  Staples  aa^il 
consular  agent  of  the  Unitod  Statea. 

The  liability  of  bis  Majesty's  Government  lo  redisail 
injury  which,  according  to  thia  view  of  the  aobjedtil 
claimants  have  received,  appeara  to  the  uDdereigaadM 
clear  to  be  disputed;  and,  aeiisible  that  the  case  of  theeUi^ 
anta  might,  ao  far  as  the  question  of  c^trict  right  is  iaTob4 
be  safely  allowed  t«'>  rest  on  this  sole  ground,  it  is  with  mM 
reluctance  that  the  undersigned  feels  it  his  duty  b>  csMp 
this  communication,  already  protracted  beyond  bis  wiit# 
There  are,  however,  considerations  arising  from  ihsgrMl 
which  haa  been  taken  in  this  ease,  and  from  tbs  eoM^ 
quences  which  might  ensue  if  the  principle  aasamsdMl 
be  6a^ed  to  its  iegitimato  reaoIl%  eo  ctkajated  to  aflktii 
intereata  and  excito  iha  deep  aenaibili^  of  a  laigaiai4^ 
ly  respectable  portion  of  the  eittarna  of  the  CaiMdMI 
that  the  undersigned  ia  constrained  to  take  a  bnrfmrthii 
the  opinions  upon  which  the  ootonial  aathmilifiaiftfi 
have  aeted.  * 

The  partidpation  of  the  United  Statea  in  thedishiM 
tainad  by  Great  Britain  for  the  final  annihilatioa  of  Iht^ 
trade  ia  known  to  the  world,  aa  ia  alee  their  wifiiBgB^ 
apply  to  the  great  end,  and  to  the  mitigation  of  tbsc4w 
axistiiig  slavery,  all  the  means  at  their  dispoari  ^^^ 
consistent  with  their  internal  condition  and  tha  mliw 
their  institationa.  But,  sealous  and  active  as  Ihqr^ 
been  in  common  with  the  Govemment  of  Gtest  BiiniiPl 
the  early  and  efiectual  suppression  of  that  infaneoiliA 
they  have  not  ventared,  nor  haa  any  statesman  sf^| 
country  ventured*  to  propose  the  alighteat  iatedeff*^  *2 
the  righta  and  duties  oi  master  and  alave  in  ttther8uM%(| 
the  law  of  which  domealic  alavery  waa  permitt«disf# 
On  the  contrsry,.the  Govemment  of  the  United  AM  # 
specting  the  actual  and  unavoidable  condition  ef  tbia^ 
home,  while  it  most  aedulously  and  rigorously  f^ 
against  tlie  further  introduction  of  slaves,  V^^'l^^^^'*^^ 
sama  time,  by  reasonable  lawa,  the  rights  of  ths  ^^'''^ 
that  species  of  property  in  the  States  where  it  a^^^ 
permiia  its  tranter,  coastwise,  from  one  of  these  8MM*j* 
another,  under  aoitable  reatrietiona,  to  prevent  ttolnn^ 
lent  iutrodttction  of  foreign  slaves.  In  this  rMpi^^Ap 
course  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Britiiib  GoiemoMOt  ttA* 
gard  ^to  those  portions  of  his  Majesty's  domioisai  vkP 
slavery  is  allowed ;  and  the  case  now  presented  lo  ito^** 
sideration  is,  the  undersigned ag  happy  to  be  sMs  I*  # 
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lot  IB  Miy  way  conn«eted  with  the  policy  ^  the  two  coon- 
rf«  in  mgard  to  the  abolition  of  the  Afriean  tlave  trade. 
TtM  ondciniiiiMd  ia  quite  conlUUnt  that  Lord  Palmeraton 
Hli  Bot  And  it  difficult  to  aatiefy  bimeelf  that  the  opinion 
ffhe  Judge  of  the  niatance  court  in  which  the  inabiKty  of 
be  eoloBla]  aothoritira  to  afford  the  required  ledreae  is  act 
vfby  was  not  warranted  by  the  fhcta  upon  which  it  was 
poodedi  lo  that  opinion  It  ia  iwt  pretended  that  the  ina- 
Mty  ef  the  Government  to  aunender  the  alairea  to  their 
WMrt  aroM  iNNn  any  of  the  pro? iaione  of  the  act  of  6 
lae.  IV.  e.  119,  ftir  the  aboRtion  of  the  slaTe  tratte;  nor 
Mkl  that  position  have  been  mehttained  with  any  ahow  of 


.  ft  is  moat  evident  to  the  undersigned  that  cases  like  the 
RMSBt  ere  neither  within  the  policy  of  that  act,  nor  em* 
NMii  in  the  intentioae  of  its  framers ;  snd  it  was,  doubt- 
m,  ttpen  that  pfinci|vle  that  the  daim  of  forfeiture  was  re- 
eled by  the  eourt.     That  intention  obviously  waa  to  car- 
f  bito  eflsct  the  avowed  policy  of  his  Majesty's  Govern* 
Mot,  by  fbfliicMing  his  sohj<*etn,  not  only  all  direct  purtici- 
Hion  iflthaCirade,  but  ali«o  all  essisUttce  end  facJUties  to 
law  by  whom  it  wee  still  prosecuted,  and  to  restrain  and 
Vulate  the  transfer  of  slaves  held  in  lawfal  bondage,  from 
H  portion  of  his  Majesty *s  possessions  to  another.     I'he 
ise  of  slaves^  burn  and  held  as  such  under  the  laws  of  a 
icsijgo  friendly  nation,  cast  by  sliipwreck  upon  the  coasta 
t  those  possessions  under  circumsUnces  like  the  present. 
It  not  in  (be  contemplation  of  the  Legislsture,  and  cannot, 
Mrefore,  under  a  just,  lilieral,  and  legal  construction  of  that 
pi,  be  view  as  embraced  in  its  provisions.     The  propriety 
Fibis  view  of  the  act  ia  sustained  by  the  general  character 
id  scope  of  its  provisions,  and  more  particularly  by  the 
M  section.     By  that  aection  it  is  provided  that,  **in  case 
ty  person  or  persons,  iUtgalbf  held  or  detained  in  ilavery, 
in  berealiery  by  shipwreck  or  otherwise,  be  cast  upon^ 
'  aball  escape  tn,  or  arrive  at,  any  island  or  colony,  &&, 
ider  the  dominion  or  in  the  possession  of  his  Majesty,  it 
tall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Msjesty,  his  heirs,  dec,  or 
ir  any  such  officer,  civil  or  military,  as  aforesaid,  to  deal 
itb,  protect,  and  provide  for  any  such  person  or  persons, 
'  ivch  and  in  the  aame  manner  as  n  hereinbefore  directed 
Ml  respect  to  persons  condemned  as  prize  of  war,  or  as 
Ifctted  under  this  act.**  This  section  could  surely  not  hare 
^  deemed  necessary,  if  the  framers  of  the  act  had  sup- 
W  that  the  efiects  of  its  provisions  would  be  to  produce 
^  same  result  in  all  cases  of  slaves  cast  away  upon  such 
jUlds,  whatever  might  have  been  their  previous  condition 
respect  to  the  legality  of  their  detention. 
The  undersigned  presumes,  therefore,  that  it  haa  been 
'the  application  of  the  rule  established  upon  the  subject 
Great  Britain,  to  the  Bahamas,  that  the  judge  of  the  in- 
ince  court  has  arrived  at  his  conclusions  in  the  case  un- 
r  consideration.     If  such  is  the  fact,  it  appears  to  the 
derrignedt  wHh  all  respect  to  that  judicial  functionary, 
he  only  necessary  to  state  the  rule  and  the  circumstances 
on  which  it  resU  here,  to  show  the  fallacy  of  Its  applica- 
n  to  the  Babimas.     Chreat  Britain  having  long  since  ro- 
ved herself  from  shivery,  it  was  contended  that  the  air  of 
ighind  had  become  too  pure  for  a  slave  to  breathe  in, 
I  her  courta  of  law,  upwards  of  half  a  century  since,  con- 
lied  that  assamption  by  effectually  restraining  the  exer- 
e  of  any  pra-eiisting  rights  of  ownership  over  p«rsons 
Night  within  their  jurisdiction.     This  principle  in  her 
isprudeoce  has  been  undeviJtingly  persevered  in — it  has 
Eoroe  known  to  all  the  world— and  nations  in  whose  do- 
i4ooo  slavery  ie  tolerated,  have  been  able  to  conform  to 
ia  their  intercourse  with  her.     Can  it  be  that  this  prin- 
ile  of  ctimmon  law  is  applicable  to  a  colony  where,  by  the 
s  eC  the  place,  negroea  ami  their  descendanta,  who  have 
t  been  emancipated  by  their  ownera,  are  slaves,  and  nale- 
Ie  aa  other  property,  where  tha  master's  rights  are  amply 
Uy  p«ftic«lar  taws^  wbKe.iiegfM»  may  not  only 


b^  desll  with  Bs  slaves  at  home,  but  may  be  removed,  coasts 
wise,  from  one  part  of  the  island  to  another,  and  with  per- 
mission, from  island  to  island,  where  the  owners  may  at 
their  pleasure  employ  them  on  the  high  fea»,  in  navigstion 
or  fishery,  or  place  them  in  the  naval  or  military  service  of 
his  Majesty,  and  even  take  a  particular  class  of  them,  by 
sea,  to  any  place  whatever,  without,  in  any  case,  forfeiting 
their  rights  ss  owners  t 

The  entire  insufficiency  of  the  ressons  which  might  jus- 
tify a  refusal  to  comply  with  the  request  bf  the  claim&nts^ 
if  the  transaction  in  question  bad  taken  place  in  England, 
isj  as  applied  to  a  case  arising  in  the  Bahamas,  too  mani'* 
fest,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  to  be  disputed. 
In  the  former  supposition,  the  claimants  might  be  trolj 
infonned  that  they  sought  the  exercise  in  tbeir  behalf  of 
an  authority  alike  at  variance  with  the  public  aentiment 
and  the  established  law  of  the  land,  and  which  no  Britiidi 
subject  could  invoke.  At  Nsssau,  no  such  ground  could 
be  taken.  AH  that  was  asked  of  the  local  authorities 
was  an  extension  to  the  claimants  of  the  same  protection 
in  regard  to  their  property  which  would  have  been  giveit 
to  British  sulijocts  belonging  to  those  parts  of  the  British 
possessions  abroad  where  sUvery  is  allowed,  in  a  case 
where,  like  the  present,  the  pre-existing  rights  of  the  own- 
er hsd  not  been  forfeited  by  an  illegal  introduction  of  the 
aldves  into  the  Bahamas. 

But  we  are  not  left  to  discussion  and  speculation  upon 
thb  point.  The  orignal  establishment  of  the  principle  in 
England  was  founded  on  the  declared  assumption  that  tha 
law  of  the  coloniea  could  have  no  bearing  upon  the  ques* 
tion  in  England,  so  far  as  regarded  the  personal  rights  of 
the  slave  whilst  in  England ;  and  It  has  been  solemnly  de- 
cided by  the  high  court  of  admiralty  in  this  country,  in 
case  of  the  **slave  Grace,"  (2  Haggard*s  Admiralty  Re« 
ports,  p.  94,)  that  the  rule  established  in  England  has  no 
application  to  the  cobmies ;  that  though  a  slsve  coming  to 
England  from  the  colonies  is  released  by  the  law  of  the 
land  from  the  control  of  his  roaster,  while  he  continues  in 
the  country,  and  cannot  be  sent  out  of  it  without  bis  con* 
sent,  yet  he  continues  virtually  a  slave,  and  on  his  return 
to  the  pisce  of  his  birth  and  servitude,  the  right  to  exercise 
the  formqr  c<mtrol  over  him  revives  in  bis  master. 

The  undersigned  is  not  otherwise  advised  of  the  ordcre 
which  his  Majesty's  Government  may  have  given  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Bahamas,  than  may  be  inferred  from  the 
opinion  of  counsel  contained  in  Mr.  Morse's  statement. 
As  this  communication,  in  consequence  of  the  interesting 
considerations  involved  in  its  subject,  has  already  been  ex- 
tended further  than  the  undersigned  could  have  wished, 
he  will  confine  himself  to  but  one  or  two  genprnl  observa- 
tions in  regard  to  the  applicability  of  the  aliove-mentioned 
opinion  to  the  present  case.  It  will  be  seon  that  the  cir- 
cumstance by  which  it  was  produced  was  the  shipwreck 
on  the  coast  of  a  British  settlement,  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  of  a  Portuguese  slave  ship,  on  its  passage  from  the 
coast  of  Africa  to  Brazil;  and  the  point  submitted  was  tha 
manner  in  which  Africans  who,  on  their  transportation 
from  Africa  to  Brazil,  as  slaves,  were  either  abandoned  or 
cast  away  on  the  ahores  of  a  British  colony,  should  be 
dealt  with  by  the  colonial  authoritiea  according  to  acta  of 
Parliament  for  the  abolition  of  the  alave  trade,  and  the  de« 
gree  of  assistance  which  those  authorities  might,  under 
any  circumstances,  give  the  Portuguese,  by  Whose  lawa 
that  Inhuman  tranic  was  still  permitted,  to  Enable  them  to 
carry  it  on.  In  answer  to  a  question  thus  propounded, 
his  Majesty's  law  officers  said,  that  any  act  on  the  part  of 
ihose  aothorities  beyond  what  was  neceasary  to  save  the 
lives  of  the  slaves  from  the  dangers  of  the  aea,  and  which 
had  for  its  object  to  restore  them  to  those  who  were  enga* 
ged  ii^the  slave  trade,  would  lie  affording  facilities  to  that 
trade,  contrary  to  the  apirit  and  intention  of  the  act  by 
whiah  it  was  Mvvrely  deootinead,  and  the  daclated  object 
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of  which  WM  the  entire  foppiesiioD  of  thet  trade.  The 
andenigned  ceanut  for  a  moment  believe  that  it  wae  witli- 
in  the  contemplaiion  cither  of  thoee  who  framed  the  act, 
or  of  those  by  whom  it  was  thus  ei pounded,  to  embrace 
persons  born  in  servitude  in  the  territories  of  a  friendly  na- 
tion, equally  zealous  with  Great  Britain  in  polttng  an  <*nd 
to  the  ^ve  trade,  equally  anziooe  to  mitigate  the  evils  of 
slavery,  where  its  existence  is  found  unavoidable,  but 
which  has  felt  itself  also  equally  bound  to  protect,  by  just 
regalatione,  rights  which  had  been  acquired  under  the 
sanction  of  their  laws  before  the  African  slave  trade  was 
prohibited  by  them.  Viewing  the  subject  in  this  light,  the 
uuderaigned  feels  the  strongest  confidence  in  ezprsssing,  as 
he  has  been  instructed  to  do,  the  just  eipectation  of  the 
PreatdenI  that  hia  Majesty's  Government  will  order  the 
slaves  in  question  to  be  given  up  to  the  claimants,  and 
reasonable  indemnity  to  be  made  to  the  latter  for  the  dam- 
ages caused  by  the  detention  of  their  property,  and  by  the 
loss  of  such  of  the  slaves  as  mav  not  now  be  found  ;  a  re- 
quest  which  Lord  PaUnerston  will  readily  admit  derives  a 
claim  to  the  most  favorable  consideration  frum  the  fact, 
which  is  of  undoubted  authority,  that  it  is  in  conformity 
with  a  course  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  its  highly  penal  statues  against  the  volun- 
tary introduction  of  foreign  slaves  within  its  territories, 
and  denouncing  all  participation  by  American  citiaena  in 
the  African  alave  trade,  has,  nevertheless  pursued  with 
regard  to  alaves  belonging  to  British  subjects,  who,  being 
lawfully  employed  in  navigation,  have  been  rescued  from 
the  perils  of  the  sea  by  the  intervention  of  dtiaena  of  the 
United  Statea. 

Should  it,  however,  be  decided  tliat  hia  Majeaty's  Gov- 
ernment  ia  unable  to  comply  with  this  request.  In  conae- 
quence  of  the  actual  landing  of  the  slaves  on  the  island  of 
New  Providence,  through  the  illegal  aeixnre  of  Uiem  by 
the  custom-house  officers,  and  of  the  application  to  their 
case  of  the  general  principles  of  the  English  law ;  or  should 
it  be  declared  that  it  was  the  intent  of  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, through  motives  of  humanity,  to  give  freedom  to 
every  slave  landing  on  the  coast  of  a  British  colony, 
whether  cast  upon  it  by  ahipwreck,  or  brought  thither  by 
dcaign,  and  without  reference  to  hia  previous  condition,  or 
the  manner  in  which  the  owner's  interest  in  him  waa  ac- 
quired, the  undersigned  is  pursuaded  that  the  justice  of 
the  British  Government  will  take  care  that  the  property  of 
the  cilixens  of  a  friendly  nation,  thrown  by  ahipwreck  on 
their  coasts,  shall  not,  under  cireometanoea  like  tho«e  of 
the  present  case,  be  sacrificed  by  any  miseonstmed  appli- 
cation of  British  laws,  or  by  any  indulgence  of  their  own 
feelings  of  philanthropy ;  but  that  all  suitable  compensa- 
tion will  be  made  to  such  individuals  for  the  property  taken 
or  detained  from  them.  " 

The  claimants  will  not  require  that  any  implied  faith 
pledged  to  the  slaves  by  the  act  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Bahamas,  shall  be  violated ;  they  will,  therefore,  be  con- 
tent with  a  moderate  valuation,  much  less  than  that  pat 
upon  the  slavea  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  New  Pro- 
vidence. Among  the  papers  herewith  transmitted,  will  be 
found  an  estimate  of  the  value  which  the  claimants  con* 
sent  shall  be  put  upon  them,  and  which,  with  a  reasona- 
able  remuneration  of  ezpenees,  the  ander«igned  io  anthori- 
led  to  accept. 

The  undersigned  gladly  avails  himself  of  this  oecaaion 
to  renew  to  Loit]  Palmerstou  the  assurance  of  his  highest 
respect  and  consideration. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

SrEATTonn  Placx,  Febnwry  S5,  1882. 

BxiraeU  of  a  Utlerfiom  Mr.  VaU  to  Mr.  LwingsUm^  dated 

Jolt  16,  1832. 
In  the  fulfilment  of  the  wishes,  intimated  in  your  de- 
spatch No.  8f  of  tiie  80tb  of  May^  I  aongfat,  and  oa  the 


14t]i  inatant  obtained,  an  interview  with  Leid 

in  the  eooise  of  whieh  I  had  an  opportnaity  fully  to  hf 

before  him  your  views  in  relation  to  dieaoliiselanfami 

to  in  that  despatch;  and  alee  to  call  his  attcnttee  teste 

topies  which  hmd  before  given  rise  to  canrnptmAntt  kh 

tween  liim  and  the  legation. 

•  ••••■ 

I  then  took  oecaaion  to  lemind  hie  lordship  sf  Mr.  Sm 
Baren's  nolo  to  him  of  the  Sfith  of  Fobraaiy  bil,  ea  ite 
snbiectof  the  elaim  of  theownoraof  a  anodMr el  skw 
shipwrackedon  the  island  of  Abaeo^  in  the  brif  Cm, 
and  aeiied  at  Naesan  by  the  cokwiai  aulhoritieiof  thtlf 
ha  mas.  He,  in  answer,  oonftrmed  the  infeimatioa  iM 
I  had,  the  day  before,  raeaived  from  Sir  Ocei|»  Sha^ 
one  of  the  nndler  Secretaries  of  Sute  for  Forofi  Afii% 
to  whom  the  ealjeet  had  been  refarred,  thai  tbi  flw 
had  been  aant  to  the  law  oSSiem»  of  the  Ors*a»  k 
thmt  opinion  upon  poinla-ol  law  which  had  arisaii* 
it,  and  the  promise  sleo  made  me  by  Sir  Geeige  leaiidi 
what  progpsos  had  been  made  by  that  branch  of  thaOii' 
ernment,  and  to  uige  ita  further  advance  lowaids  s  in» 

Extract  of  a  idterfrom  Mr,  Vml  to  Mr.  LtmngtiMt,  M 

NoTBItBKR  14,  I8ft 

With  regard  to  the  cleim  of  the  owners  of  slsvci  vnA* 
ed  in  the  Bahamas,  in  the  Brig  Comet,  to  which,  M 
allusion  is  made  in  the  despatch  alcove  referred  to,  loM 
yesterday  at  the  Foreign  Office,  to  inquire  the  stage  aetti 
the  promised  investigation  of  that  claim  bad  arrivai  t 
regret  to  say  that  the  case  still  remains  before  the  Isw  flfr 
cers  of  the  (Jrown,  who  have  not  yet  reported  JXfo^  t 
The  under  Secretary  of  State,  who  has  diarge  of  ths  i^ 
ject,  has  promised  me  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  tbc  ^ 
lay,  and  to  urge  the  immediate  action  of  the  law  iif^ 
ment  upon  it. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Vail  to  Mr.  Uvingtton,  M 

MAaca  80, 1831 
I  have  eeldom  omitted  to  avail  myaelf  of  the  ^W''^ 
lies  afforded  me  by  incidentally  meeting  with  hmfw 
meraton,  to  call  his  attention  to  the  various  sobjecM  W 
nuiining  unadjusted  between  the  two  GoveraoMei^* 
which  I  thought  that  my  further  agency  might  be  ^Mt 
employed.     Among  these,  the  claim  of  the  omtiimdm 
slavee  shipwrecked  in  1930,  on  the  island  of  Ahaoo^  ia^ 
brig  •*  Comet,"  has  often  been  the  snbiect  of  coovemlii^ 
both  with  Lord  Palmeraton  and  with  Sir  Geoiga  Shab,^ 
under  Secretary,  more  capecially  charged  to  iasiiw** 
subject;    hut,  so    far,   without    any   eatisfartoiy  w^ 
More  than  a  year  having  now  elapsed  since  ihe  dan^ 
first  presented,  in  Mr.  Van  Bnren*s  note  of  the  ^^*^ 
ruary,  1832»  which  still  remains  unanewersily  ItbaVP^ 
time  that  a  freah  appeal,  bearing  an  official  ditn^ 
should  be  made ;  and,  a  few  daya  ago,  informed  Ladnr 
merston  of  my  intention  of  addreaang  him  a  ««"""■* 
tion  upon  the  subject.     He  unhesitatingly  pronised  itetto 
would  make  uee  of  it  to  hasten  the  progrees  of  tbe  ioa^ 
gation  which  he  liad  ordered  to  be  made  of  the  ^^^ 
the  claim ;  and  I  accordingly  addraased  to  hia,<"  * 
26th  instant,  the  note  of  which  I  have  the  honor  kaam 
to  transmit  to  yon  a  copy. 

Mr.  Vail  to  Lord  Palmerttan. 

The  undeioigaed,  ehaig6  d'aflhirea  of  the  P«iy^,*!f 
of  America,  near  the  Government  of  hie  BtUmwUtf^ 
ty,  has  tbe  honor,  agtaeably  to  iastcnctioBS  il  n">f 
times  received  fioia  hia  own  Goveraaaent,  to  edl  v  *! 
tention  of  the  right  honoiable  Vioeoont  Palaw*^* 
Majealy'a  priaoipal  Secrelaiy  of  State  for  FsWjB^**! 
toan^aafiU  r<waipiw>  aaaaaimad  iikMh«i*M>"^ 
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ka  hit  lordrihip  on  the  SMh  of  Fobratry  of  kH  year,  bjr 
Mr.  Vaa  Bnren.  late  envoy  estraonitiiary  mnd  minisier 
ptoBipo^nlMry  of  tke  Uaited  8tatet  ct  the  Britbh  Court, 
Mitiiif  forth  the  claim  of  sundry  American  dtisene  upon 
Uf  Mtjeeiy'*  GoTerotnent,  far  the  value  of  a  nainber  of 
iavee  abipwrecfcod  in  1830,  while  prooeeding  in  the  brig 
^  Comet,"  from  Ale^randria  to  New  OrleaDF,  on  the  inland 
»f  Abeco,  and  eeizod  by  the  colonial  authoritiee  of  the  Ba- 
lamag,  hr  an  alleged  violation  of  the  faiwe  prohibiting  the 
nponation  of  slaves  into  his  Majesty's  colonies. 

in  the  note  to  which  reference  is  made  above,  Mr.  Van 
Saren  so  fully  presented  to  the  view  of  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ifttineot  the  conefderationa  of  undoubted  justice  which  had 
pduced  that  of  the  United  States  to  interpose  in  behalf  of 
he  dtimantSy  that  the  nndersigned  daems  it  unnecessary 
0  add  any  further  remarks  upon  the  merits  of  iho  claim  ; 
le  will  content  himself,  for  the  present,  with  repealing 
whu  he  has,  on  several  occasions,  had  the  honor  verbally 
0  >^0  lo  Lord  Palmerston,  that  the  President  looks  with 
mdiminished  si^icitude  to  a  decision  which  he  believes 
MUiol  be  otherwise  than  favorable  to  the  parties  interest- 
d,  in  the  hope  that  the  enlightened  justice  of  his  Majes- 
^'s  Government  will  not  allow  the  great  loss  incurred  by 
k»  claimants,  in  consequence  of  the  detention  of  their 
^erty,  to  be  aggravated  by  any  unnecessary  protraction 


the  ministers  would  act  in  finally  deciding  upon  the  merits 
of  Che  claim. 


liord  Palmenion  to  Mr,  VdiL 
The  undersigned,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  a  note  which  was  addressed  to  him  on  the 
25th  instant  by  Mr.  Vail,  charg^  d'afiaires  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America  at  this  court,  upon  (he  subject  of  the 
claim  set  op  by  sundry  'American  citizens  upon  his  Majes- 
ty's Government  for  the  value  of  a  number  of  slaves  ship- 
wrecked in  J  830,  while  proceeding,  in  the  brig  •*  Comet, "* 
from  Alexandria  to  New  Orleans,  on  the  island  of  Abaca, 
end  seized  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  the  Bahamas,  for 
an  alleged  violation  of  the  taws  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  slaves  in  his  Majesty's  colonies. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply,  that 
the  subject  is  at  present  under  the  consideration  oi  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown,  to  whom  it  has  been  referred  by  his 
Majesty's  Government^  and,  so  soon  as  a  report  shall  have 
been  received  from  those  officers,  the  undersigned  will  have 
the  honor  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Vail  the  decision  which 
his  Majesty's  Government  may  come  to  upon  the  question. 
The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 


If  tU  Siiri  ^Krif  K     T    ^i    ^  ^""^^y  F  u.r«.u«n     ^^^^^  ^  j^Ir.  Vail  thc  assorances  of  bis  distinguished  con- 

f  their   r  ^  ^^^^  "^  '"        adjustment  I  gideration.  PALMeWoN. 

Thl^^iTii       11-               .1.            •          .    .   L.      '      FoBEioir  Offick,  March  30,  1883. 
i  tic  undersigned,  relymg  upon  the  promise  made  to  him  ; 

if  Lord  Palmerston  thai  ho  would  hasten  the  settlement 

•f  the  claim  referred  to,  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity 

a  offer  to  bis  lordship  the  renewed  assurance  of  his  most 

Wiinguished  consideration.  A.  VAIL. 
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^ratlnfa  letter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  April  6,  1833. 

.  Ydu  wiil  {tercel  ve,  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  no|^  which, 
IQ  the  S.5th  of  last  month.  I  addressed  to  Lonl  Palmerston, 
Mt  I  had  anticipated  the  wishes  of  your  Department  with 
•gini  to  ihe  claim  for  the  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  '*  Co- 
in on  the  rocks  of  Alwco.  The  long  delay  which  had 
ttended  the  examination  of  the  case  by  the  Crown  lawyers, 
B^em  ii  had  been  referred,  and  the  belief  that  more  than 
efficient  time  had  been  afforded  them  for  the  purpose,  had 
■Juced  me  to  repeat,  in  writing,  the  verbal  applications, 
J|W8l  times  made  by  me,  for  a  settlement  of  the  claim. 
"*  Answer,  of  which  a  copy  is  likewise  enclosed,  was 
•*WTed  at  the  moment  I  was  about  sending  in  another 
Jnimunication,  prepared  in  obedience  to  your  despatch 


Mr.  Vail  to  Lord  Palmereton. 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  had  tlie  honor  to  receive,  yesterdayi  a  note 
which  the  right  honorable  Lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  hie 
Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af&ira^ 
addressed  to  him  on  the  30th  of  last  month,  stating,  in 
answer  to  a  communicatioii  from  the  undersigned,  that  the 
claim  presented  in  behalf  of  citizens  of  the  Doited  States 
for  a  number  of  slaves  8ci£ed  by  the  colonial  authorities  of 
the  Bahamas,  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  law 
oflBoers  of  the  Grown  ;  and  that,  on  the  receipt  of  thoir 
report,  the  decision  which  his  Majesty's  Government  may 
come  to  upon  that  claim  would  be  communicated  to  the 
undersigned. 

The  undersigned  flatters  himself  that  he  perceives,  in 
Lord  Palmeiston's  note,  the  prospect  of  an  early  adjust- 
ment of  this  claim,  and  will  hastan  to  communicate  the 
gratifying  information  to  his  Government.  Since,  how- 
ever, he  last  had  the  honor  of  addreesing  his  lordsliip  upon 
the  subject,  and  before  the  note  above  referred  to  came  to 
hand,  he  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 


^*  10,  which  had  come  to  hand  in  the  meantime.  Still,  ,  States  special  instructions,  which  make  it  his  duty  to  avail 
Mial  despatch  contained  some  new  considerations  in  be- 
Jf  of  the  claim,  which,  I  thought,  might  be  urged  with 
Uvantage,  I  prepared  and  sent  in  anotl^r  note,  dated  the 
'*  instant,  also  herewith  communicated,  which  I  hope 
Jll  have  the  effect  of  quickening  the  action  of  the  legal 
a^iacrs  of  the  Crown.  It  was  my  wish,  in  delivering  the 
■■••mehtioned  note,  to  have  explainrd  these  circumstances 
9  Lord  Fslnierston  in  a  personal  interview ;  but,  being 
inshfe  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  an  illness  which  con- 
'■•d  htm  to  his  chamber,  I  had  a  conversation  with  the 
»der  Secretary  of  State,  whom  I  endeavored  to  impress 
^  ft  sense  of'^tbe  desire  of  the  President  that  this  matter 
^^Id  be  speedily  arranged  He  said  that,  although  the 
J**pe  of  the  claim  seemed  to  admit  of  no  doubt,  yet,  from 
■•difficulty  of  reconciling  the  principle  it  involved  with 
'^WiDg  laws,  it  derived  some  cotnplexity,  which  had  been 
^^ihjeet  of  much  embarrassment  fo  the  Crown  lawyers ; 
fw  the  King's  advocate,  to  whom  tho  case  had  been  sent, 
>Jnul  of  aaeumiog  the  responsibili  y  of  deciding  by  him- 
**  •  had  called  the  Attorney  General  to  his  asjistance,  and 
**  ^Ih  were  engaged  in  prej  ariiig  a  raf»ort,  upon  which 
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himself  of  this  communication,  instead  of  one  which,  with 
the  same  view,  he  was  on  the  point  of  forwarding  to  Lord 
Palmefston  when  liis  lordship's  note  of  the  30th  ultimo  was 
received,  to  state  some  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  felt  himself  obliged  to  direct  a  fresh  application  to 
the  British  Government  for  the  speedy  adjustment  of  the 
claim  in  question. 

The  undersigned  having,  ffom  time  to  lime,  acquainted 
his  Government  with  Uic  import  of  the  oonvor»ations  ha 
had  with  Lord  Palmerston  on  this  subject,  the  President, 
aware  of  the  difficulties  and  delays  which,  owing  to  the 
delicate  nature  of  some  of  the  considerations  it  involved, 
might  attend  the  investigation  of  the  case,  had  refrained 
from  urging  its  immediate  adjustment,  confiding  in  the 
justice  of  his  Majesty's  Government  for  ultimate  redress  to 
the  parlies  interested.  These  persons,  however,  whose 
losses,  already  so  heavy  in  the  origin,  are  daily  increased 
by  every  fresh  delay,  which  deprives  them  of  the  use  of 
their  property,  have  become  so  urgent  in  their  representa- 
tions that  the  President,  impressed  with  the  indisputable 
justice  of  their  demands,  and  of  the  claim  they  have  to  the 
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interpontion  of  their  GoTermnent,  is  compelled  to  renew 
the  applicalion  which  ha*  now,  for  more  than  a  jear,  been 
under  the  consideration  of  thnt  of  bis  Britannic  Majesty. 

Lord  Palmeraton  is  loo  familiar  with  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  to  make  it  necessary  for  the  undersigned  to  re- 
capitulate  them  in  this  place ;  nor  will  he  take  up  his 
lordship'tf  time  in  reverting  to  the  arguments  and  proofs  by 
which  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  his  note  of  the  25th  February, 
1838,  so  clearly  established  the  right  of  the  claimants  to 
the  restoration  of  thpir  property,  or  to  full  indemnity  for 
the  loss  they  may  ultimately  sustain  in  consequence  of  the 
seizure  of  it.  But  there  are  other  considerations,  not  be- 
fore particularly  dwelt  upon,  which  the  underaigued  begs 
leave  now  to  submit,  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the 
President,  and  which,  as  involving  questions  of  interna- 
tional policy  and  good  neighborhood,  more  forcibly  address 
themselves  to  the  attention  of  bis  Majesty's  Government. 
Lord  Palmerston  is  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  large  s!ave 
population  in  the  United  Slates,  and  will  easily  conceive 
that  the  necessary  and  frequent  removals  of  portiuns  of  it 
from  one  section  of  the  country  to  another,  render  il  of  the 
utmost  importauce  that  the  safe  and  easy  mode  of  convey- 
ance afibrded  for  that  purpoae  by  the  coastwise  navigation, 
should  not  be  exposed  to  such  interruptions  as  that  which 
forms  the  subject  of  this  communication. 

It  never  can  be  the  wish  or  interest  of  the  owners  of  ibis 
species  of  property  to  expose  themselves  to  losses,  and  their 
Government  to  unpleasant  discussions,  by  trusting  it  be- 
yond the  jurisdiction  or  protection  of  the  United  States ; 
but  a  great  number  of  the  description  of  persons  referred  to, 
who  emigrate  to  the  Southern  sections  of  the  Union,  have 
neoeasarily  to  pass  through  the  Bahama  channel ;  and  so 
long  as,  chiefly  from  the  present  want  of  the  indispens- 
able aids  to  navigation,  this  dangerous  thoroughfare  re- 
mains unsafe,  as  it  now  is,  it  may  become  the  unpleasant 
duty  of  the  American  Government  to  address  to  that  of 
•  Great  Britain  other  representations  like  that  now  under 
consideration.  .  Were  it  for  this  cause  alone,  the  under- 
signed feels  confident  that  Lord  Palmerston  will  agree  with 
him  that  ita  recurrence  had  better,  in  future,  be  avoided,  if 
poasible.  There  are,  besides,  other  causes,  mora  peculiar- 
ly, but  more  vitally  also,  aflbcting  the  United  States,  from 
which  the  subject  of  this  reclamation  derives  an  importance 
reaching  for  beyond  the  individual  interests  concerned  in 
it.  Should  the  question  which  grows  out  of  this  claim, 
contrary  to  the  confident  eipectation  i^i  the  President,  be 
decided  against  the  claimants,  it  would  go  to  establish  a 
doctrine  authorizing  the  liberation  of  the  American  slave 
whom  unavoidable  accident  may  have  thrown  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  Statea,  too  dangerous  to  a  large 
section  of  the  country  to  be  tolerated  by  its  Government. 
The  extreme,  but  lust,  sensibility  of  that  portion  of  the 
Union  which  would  be  affected  by  the  admission  of  such  a 
principle,  imparts  to  this  consideration  an  importance  so 
deeply  felt  by  the  President,  that  he  has  caused  the  under- 
signed to  be  especially  instructed  to  titate  to  Lord  Palmer- 
ston that  he  places  the  fullest  reliance,  not  only  upon  the 
sense  of  enlightened  justice  of  the  British  Government,  but 
also  upon  its  desire  to  remove  every  cause  of  unfriendly 
feelings  between  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, for  such  a  disposition  of  the  subject  of  this  communi- 
cation as  will  preclude  ail  possibility  of  future  difierenre 
from  such  a  source. 

In  thus  again  calling  up  a  siibject  which  had  so  recently 

frocured  him  the  honor  of  a  communication  with  Lord 
almerston,  the  undersigned  has,  by  order  of  his  Govern - 
inent,  endeavored  to  place  licfore  his  lordsbip  considera- 
tions which,  he  feels  confident,  will  be  allowed  to  occupy 
their  appropriate  place  among  the  motives  which  will  de- 
termine the  decision  of  hia  MHJeMy'«  miniHiers. 

That  that  decision  will  be  rjvorable  to  the  clsimants,  he 
cannot  permit  hiiiib-elf  to  doubt ;  nor  is  he  more  diPpoj^ed 


to  bettave  that,  fuHy  appredatnig  the  beiwfits  whidkis 
early  adjustment  would  oonfer  upon  the  parties^  the  BiillA 
Government  will  suffer  any  unnecessary  delay  to  aggrmli 
the  injury  already  inflicted  upon  tham  by  the  pwsdiiiy 
of  the  colonial  agents  of  Great  Britain. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportoailf  I 
ofiliu;  to  Lord  Palmerston  the  renewed  aasuranes  of  hi 
highest  consideration.  A.  VAIL 
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ExtraH  of  a  idter  from  Mr.  Vmi  to  Mr.  Umngilm 

dated  April  89,  1833. 

T  likewise  communicate  to  you  the  copy  of  a  note  wlid 
I  received  on  the  34th  instant  from  Lord  Palmentoii, « 
knowledging  the  receipt  of  that  wfaicb,  agreeably  ft»  8 
instructions  contained  in  your  despateh  No.  10,  IsddnM 
to  him  on  the  4th,  respecting  the  claim  arinng  out  af  i 
detention  of  tha  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  brig  **  Coatf 
on  the  island  of  Abaco.  1  cannot  but  indulge  ibe  hf 
that  the  agency  which  Lord  Palmerston  promises  to  ni|l) 
in  sccelerating  the  action  of  the  law  department  will  Ml 
that  subject  of  diflerence  to  a  sfieedy  lerrotnatioa. 

Loird  PalmerHon  to  Mr»  Veii. 

The  undersigned,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secntaji 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to  reod«i8 
note  which  was  addressed  to  him  on  the  4th  instant  If  lb 
Vail,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Unitad  States  of  AMI 
upon  the  subject  of  certain  American  negroes,  detoMli 
Nassau,  in  New  Providence;  and,  in  reply,  hs  k|ri 
state  that  this  further  representation  on  the  part  of  Ml 
Vail,  has  been  transmitted  to  the  King's  law  oflioui|4 
reference  to  the  papers  previously  transmitted  to  thsBifi 
the  same  subject ;  and  they  have  been  pressed  bj  tk* 
dersigned  to  give  in  their  immediate  report  upon  ihicm 
in  Older  that  the  uiidersignad  may  be  enabled  to  relsiii 
answer  upon  the  whole  question  to  Mr.  Vaii  withotfli 
ther  delay. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  renew  to  Mr.  Vailtbii^l 
ranees  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

PALMERSTOX 

FoBBioH  OfPiCE,  April  %i^  1833, 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  VaSl^  to  Mr.  McUm 
dated  September  S3,  1833. 
I  have  again  called  the  attention  of  Lord  PalmciMl 
tlia  former  representations  of  this  Icgatitm  againit  tbti 
tention,  by  the  British  colonial  authorities^  of  tlis  dM 
shipwrocJied  in  the  Bahamas  on  board  of  the  brig  "  CoM^ 
This  perplexing  subject  bus  again  and  again  bcaMl 
one  of  veibal  as  well  as  written  communicationtM^ 
part,  which  do  not  seem  to  have  hitherto  hsd  mj  t^* 
hastening  the  labors  of  the  Crown  lawyen^  whose  Mf* 
lion  upon  it  is  to  be  made  a  preliminary  to  a  final  oitfi 
on  its  merits.  Lord  Palmerston,  still  pleading  ib(  (l<M 
nature  of  the  question,  and  the  intricacy  of  the  ^^J 
again  promised  me  that  ho  would  exert  IJuuelf  to  ^H 
to  a  close.  '|| 

Extract fi  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  McUm^ 

January  14,  1834 

I   had,  on  the  iOth  instant,  with  fiOfd 
interview,  which   I  had  aought  for  the  purpoae  of  | 
his  attention  to  several  applications  and 
mine,  some  of  which,  after  a  long  lapse  of  tiisf} 
mained  unanswered,  dec.  *  * 

I  then  placed  in  the  hands  of  Lord  ralinen^sAl^i 
orandum,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  ro)>y,  of  ^ 
and  representations  to  which  I  desired  (bat  aDtfV<^' 
be  given  ;  remarking  ui>on  the  merits  of  ^ach  cs*!  P 
ularly  the  fluliii  of  the  owners  of  slater  sliipwixtft*"' 
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lif  *<  GawMf"  which  has  now  bMO  near  two  yean  uAder 
mNdevalion,  notwiUisUnding  my  repeated  call%  lioth 
ritten  aiid  verbal,  for  a  decuion ;  and  the  cJaim  of,  ^c. 
1  both  case*,  he  aaUl  he  waa  atill  awaiting  the  reports  of 
e  law  oflioera,  to  whom  ihey  had  been  referred,  and  pro- 
iiad  again  that  he  woald  oae  hia  endea^on  to  quicken 
Mir  action  upon  them. 

kmanndum  left  wUh  Lord  Palmerttcn^  January  10, 

1884.— .£x/r<u4. 
9role  firom  Mr.  Van  Baren,  90th  Feb.  1839.  ^  Respect- 
Note  from  Mr.  Vail,  95th  March,  1883.         Ming  the 
Ncnefrom  Mr.  Vail,  4th  April,  1883.  J  claim  of 

tndry  citizena  of  the  Unitrd  Stateii,  for  the  restoration, 
the  payment  of  the  valae,  of  a  n  amber  of  slates  ship- 
reeked,  in  1830,  on  the  island  of  Abaeo,  in  the  hrig 
Comet,"  and  sebed  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  the 
ihamas.  The  answer  given  by  bis  .Majesty's  Qovem- 
lot,  in  a  note  from  Lord  Palmeraton  dated  the  30th 
•rch,  1833,  was,  that  the  case  was  under  consideration 
'  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  with  instructions  to  re- 
ft opon  it. 

ibract  of  a  dupaich  from  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of 
StaU  of  the  United  States,  dated  August  6,  1834. 

Bating  often,  though  ineffectually,  urged  the  adjust- 
nt  0/  the  clatma  of  •  •  •  • 

dot  the  owners  of  the  slaves  shipwrecked  on  the  island  of 
bicp,  in  the  brii;  *'  Comet,"  I  thought  it  time  again  to 
f  before  Lord  Palmerston  official  reminders  of  his  promi- 
I  to  hasten  the  aetUemant  of  thoee  claims,  in  a  form  bet^ 
( calculated  than  informal  conversati<ma  to  command  hia 
lenijon  and  that  of  the  functionaries  to  whom  the  busi- 
ia  baa  been  referred.  I  encloee  copies  of  two  notes 
iich,  with  that  view,  I  addressed  to  him  on  the  1st  in- 
Uit.  In  all  our  conversations  on  these  subjects,  his 
nlahip  alwaya  manifealed  the  best  disposition  to  see  them 
dsfactoriiy  arranged ;  and  of  the  justice  of  one  of  the 
lima  he  haa  repeatedly  expressed  a  favorable  opinion, 
le  investigation  of  them,  however,  has  necessarily  been 
ide  the  concern  of  other  branches  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Vail  to  Lord  Palmerston. 
The  undersigned,  chargi6  d'aflaires  of  the  United  States 
America,  regrets  that,  in  compliance  with  pressing  in- 
ictiona  from  time  to  time  received  from  his  Government, 
ii  compellod  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon- 
lUe  Lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  hia  Ma|eaty's  principal 
netary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  the  subject  of 
•  various  commonications  addressed  to  his  lordship  by 

pmdeoesaor  and  himaelf,  in  behalf  of  citisens  of  the 
Itied  States,  owners  of  a  number  of  alaves  shipwrecked, 
tta  year  1880,  on  one  of  the  Bahama  islands,  while 
seeding  in  the  brig  **  Comet"  from  Alexandria  to  New 
bans,  and  forcibly  seised  and  detained  by  the  colonial 
horities  of  thoee  islauda  for  an  alleged  infringement  of 
lain  Britiah  statutea  to  prevant  the  introduction  of 
p«s  in  his  Majesty's  colonies. 

Ifr.  Van  Baren,  in  bia  note  of  the  Sftth  February, 
18,  and  the  onderaigned,  in  thoee  which  he  had  the  hon- 
of  addressing  to  Lord  Palmeraton  on  the  S6th  March 
I  4th  April  of  laat  year,  laid  before  his  Majesty's  Gojr- 
BMDt,  with  •  foil  statement  of  the  case,  all  the  allege^ 
la  and  pmole  urged  by  the  partiee  to  eatablish  the  legal- 
of  their  claims ;  and  in  tha  note  last  referred  to,  the  un- 
ilgned,  hy  eepecial  order  of  hia  Government,  endeavor- 
to  place  before  Lord  Palmerston  constderationa  of  a  pe- 
ar ehartfater  growing  out  of  the  cinmmstancea  of  the  ease. 
Involving  prineiplas  of  internatioal  law,  imparting  to  the 
|aet  mn  importance  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Amari- 

Qofgmaient,  should  rocpowsepd  it  to  tbt  early  and 


serious  consideration  of  that  of  his  Britannic  Majesty. 
The  undersigned  was  gratified  to  perceive,  by  the  answers 
returned  on  the  30th  March  and  24th  April,  1833,  to  the 
commonications  above  referred  to,  that  6ieps  had  been 
made  towards  an  adjustment  of  the  claim ;  and  he  haa  since 
derived  greater  satisfaction  still,  from  the  verbal  assurances 
at  vsrious  times  received  from  Lord  Palmerston  of  his  lord* 
ship's  favorable  impression  of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and 
from  his  promises  that  his  agency  would  be  employed  ia 
bringing  it  (o  a  speedy  settlement. 

Persuaded  that  it  ia  not  the  wish  of  his  Majssty's  Gov- 
ernment that  unadjusted  claims  of  this  description  should 
be  suffered  long  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  perfect  under- 
standing now  happily  subsisting  between  the  two  nations, 
the  on«lersigned,  confiding  in  the  disposition  manifested  by 
Lord  Palmerston  to  see  ultimate  justice  done  to  the  partiee, 
haa  no  desire  unnecessarily  to  occupy  his  lordship's  time  in 
reverting  to  a  subject  which  has  slrcady  so  long  and  so  of- 
ten been  under  conrideration.  He  is,  however,  reminded, 
by  the  long  period  of  time  during  which  the  ciaimanta 
have  been  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  property,  by  their 
just  representations  tu  the  undersigned  himself  and  to  his 
Government,  and  by  the  reiterated  recommendations  con- 
veyed to  him  by  order  of  the  President  not  to  allow  the 
subject  to  be  overlooked,  of  the  extent  of  the  injury  sus- 
tained by  the  clsimants  in  consequence  of  the  arbitrary 
act  of  the  British  colonial  authorities,  and  of  the  aggrava- 
j  tion  that  injury  daily  receives  from  every  fresh  delay  at- 
tending the  reparation  of  it.  Under  a  sense  of  what  ia 
'  justly  due  to  the  claimants,  and  to  the  instructions  of  his 
I  Government,  the  undersigned  is,  therefore,  impelled  by 
considerations  of  duty  which  Lord  Palmerston  will  be  able 
to  appreciate,  again  to  urge  upon  his  lordship*s  attention 
their  disappointment  at  a  delay  of  justice  already  protracted 
so  far  beyond  the  time  necessary  to  a  correct  understanding 
of  the  case,  and  their  just  expectation  that  his  Msjesty's 
Government  will  use  additionai  exertions  to  bring  it  to  a 
prompt  and  satisfactory  adjustment. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Lerd 
Palmerston  assurances  of  his  must  distinguished  consider- 
ation. A.  VAIL. 
13  Old  Cayxvoisb  Stuxbt,  1st  August,  1834. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.   Vail  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  United  States,   dated  August  14,  1834. 

Sir:  It  may  not  be  ineipeiUent  that,  on  assuming  the 
conduct  of  our  diplomatic  relations,  you  should  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  unfinished  bnsinees.of  this 
legation.  With  that  view,  T  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you 
the  following  synopsis  of  the  points  upon  which  its  agency 
haa  been  employed,  and  which,  at  this  day  remain  unad- 
justed. 

1.  Claim  of  the  owners  of  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the 
brig  «  Comet."  This  claim,  which  had  for  a  long  time 
been  under  investigation  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown, 
has,  I  understand,  lately  been  transferred  to  the  Treasury, 
where  it  remains  under  considerstion.  My  despatch  No. 
137  conveyed  a  copy  of  my  note  of  the  1st  instant,  urging 
its  adjustment. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  United  States,  dated  September  13,  1834. 

I  will,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions,  and  with- 
out longer  delay  than  ahall  be  necessary  to  enable  me  to 
copy  the  documents,  endeavor  to  place  before  the  British 
Government,  in  the  light  which  shall  appear  to  me  beat 
calculated  to  attract  ita  attention  and  impress  it  with  a 
proper  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  the  neceasa- 
ly  representationa  againat  the  proceedings  of  the  British 
commander  in  relation  to  the  two  seamen  taken  from  the 
fhlp  **  Roitana;"  and  agamat  the  Uberatiop,  )>y  th«  colo* 
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nial  anthoritici  of  the  Bahamas^  of  the  nlftvaa  ahipwrcci^ed 
on  one  of  those  Ulandt  in  the  brig  *<  Encomium."  You 
will  have  aeen  by  the  copy,  which  accompanied  my  No. 
137^  of  a  note  addresaetl  by  roe  lo  Lord  Palmerston  on  the 
1st  August,  that  I  had  again  added  to  my  frequent  verbal 
notices  of  the  subject,  a  formal  representation  against  the 
unreasonAble  delay  in  answering  our  application  for  redress 
in  the  analogous  case  of  (he  brig  **  Comet."  The  repeti- 
tion of  proceedings  which,  so  far  as  an  opinion  has  been 
expressed,  are  looked  upon  by  Lord  Palmerston  as  afford- 
ing just  grounds  for  reclamation  on  eur  part— which,  pro- 
bably would  not  have  takes  place  had  an  earlier  decision 
been  given  in  the  former  case — will,  I  hope,  enable  me  at 
the  same  time  to  place  this  new  act  of  injustice  in  its  prop* 
er  light,  and  to  add  force  to  the  representations  alreody 
made  by  the  legation  against  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the 
colonial  agents  in  the  other  case  also. 

Extract  of  a  dtapaich  from  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  StaUa,  dated  September  28,  1834. 

Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  note 
which,  in  oliedience  to  the  directions  in  your  despatch  Vio. 
64,  I  addressed,  on  the  22d  instant,  to  Lord  Palmerston, 
respecting  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  slaves  shipwrecked 
in  Fish  Key,  Abaco,  in  the  brig  **Enconium,"  in  Fel)ra- 
ary  last.  Tou  will  perceive  that  I  have  availed  myself  of 
the  occasion  again  to  remonstrate  against  the  delay  attend- 
ing our  former  representations  in  the  analogous  case  of  the 
brig  **  Comet,"  which,  I  hope,  will  have  the  effect  of 
bringing  the  two  claims  together  under  the  notice  of  the 
British  Government,  and  hasten  its  final  action  upon  them. 

Mr.  Vail  to  Lord  Palmerston, 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'alTaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  having  so  recently  taken  occasion,  in  his  note 
dated  the  Ist  ultimo,  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  right 
honorable  Lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  his  Majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  yet  unan- 
swered representations  of  his  predecessors  and  himself  in 
behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  slaves  shipwrecked  in  1830, 
on  the  island  of  Abaco,  in  the  brig  <*  Comet,"  and  forcibly 
detained  by  the  authorities  of  the  Bahamas,  it  is  with  re- 
luctance that  be  now  enters  upon  the  performance  of  a 
duty  assigned  to  him  by  instructions  received  a  few  days 
ago  from  his  Government,  to  make  this  long  pending 
claim  the  subject  of  a  fresh  oppeal  to  that  of  his  Bratannic 
Majesty.  He  is  instructed  to  say  thai  the  President,  im- 
pressedk  from  the  first  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  justice  of 
the  demand  put  forth  by  the  claimants,  has  seen,  with  much 
regret,  and  with  some  surprise,  the  long  delay  which  has  al- 
ready attended  the  application  made,  and  fo  often  repeated, 
under  his  direction  ;  and  to  state  further  that  that  regret  is 
now  greatly  increased  by  the  occurrence  of  another  ship- 
wreck, attended  with  analogous  circumstances,  which, 
having  been  followed  1>y  a  similar  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  colonial  autHbrities,  has  given  rise  to  a  claim  of  pre- 
cisely the  same  character. 

It  will  perhaps  be  in  the  recollection  of  Lord  Palmentton 
that,  in  a  note  which  the  undersigned  addressed  to  him  on 
the  4lh  April,  1833,  respecting  the  case  of  the  "Comet," 
among  the  considerations  which  made  it  desirable  that  an 
early  deciaon  should  be  given  in  that  case,  the  undersigned 
adverted  to  the  probability  that,  so  long  as  the  authorities 
of  the  Bahamas  should  be  allowed  to  believe  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's Grovernment  were  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  the  rea- 
aooing  upon  which  they  endeavored  to  justify  their  conduct 
towards  the  passengers  of  the  "  Comet,"  other  cases  might 
arise  which  would  make  it  the  unpleasant  duty  of  the 
American  Government  to  address  itself  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  -for  the  redress  of  similar  grievances. 
.     The  appraheiiMons  at  that  time  entertained  have  unfo^- 


tnnately  been  feaHia^  by  «n  oceunaiioe,  the  yMoAmd 
which  the  undenigncd  will  now  proofed  to  lay  befioisLMi 
Palmeralon,  together  with  the  eacloaed  papan,  whickai 
serve  to  substantiate  them. 

The  most  material  of  these  is  the  protest  cntsred  bcJM 
the  American  consol  at  the  port  of  Nasaao,  in  the  iihii 
of  ^iew  Providence,  by  the  master  and  part  of  thsosi 
and   passengers  of  the  shipwrecked  vesae),  from  whirkil 
appears  that,  on   the  2d  of  Fehruaiy  laat,  the  Asenoi 
brig  **  Encomium,"  Paschal  SheflMd   master,  sailed  fna 
Charleston,  In  the  StaU  of  South  Carolina,  bound  to  Xot 
Orleans,  with  a  cargo  of  merchandise^  and  having  on  band 
among  other  passengers,  forty -five  slaves  of  both  pfxatad 
various  ages,  all  natives  of  the  United  States,  and  tbep^ 
erty  of  Ameriran   citizens,  three  of  whom  were  likdHN 
passengers  on  board  of  the  << Encomium."    Lord  Paia»> 
Bton  is  already  aware  that,  although  the  United  States,  lii 
a-vicw   to   the  prevention  of  the  African  slave  trade,  p» 
hibit,  under   the   severest  penaltiea,    the  introdoctioi  i 
slaves  from  foreign  parts  into  the  territories  of  tbs  Usi^ 
they  yet  permit  the  free  trani;fer   of  colored  peiaoaihai 
and  held   in  servitude  in  the  country,  from  one  sedioatf 
it  to  another ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  this,  the  etf 
daily  occurs  of  owners  of  that  species-of  property  tmviil 
with  their  servants  through  the  diflerent  States,  or,  wittl 
view  to  the  formstion  of  sgricultural  establishment!,  mo- 
ving their  slaves,  by  land  or  by  sea,  from  one  Slate  ttfc 
other  where  slavery  continues  to  exist  under  iheir  if^ 
tive  laws.     It  was,  therefore,  under  e^ery  legal  meRii 
that  the  slaves  in  question  were  placed  bj  theirownm* 
board  of  the  **  Encomium,**  and  that  the  vessel,  baving^ 
ceivcd  her  regular  clearance  at  the  port  of  Chaiiestop,  ^ 
ed  on  a  voyage  recognised  as  lawful  in  every  respect  bf  ii 
existing  navigation   lows  of  the   United  Stales.    On  i> 
jfiight  of  the  4th  February,  while  tracking  her  way  ik^ 
the  dangerous  shoals  which  line  the  coasts  of  the  idnlrf 
Abaco,  ahe   was  driven   by  adverse  currents  upon  titft 
where  she  struck,  and  soon  became  a  complete  «ti^ 
With   much   difficulty  the  passengera  and  crew  soccfitf 
in   landing  on   a  small  island,  called  '*  Fish  Key,"  !■ 
whence  they-  were  afterwards  taken  by  wrecking  v«KkfB 
the  port  of  Nassau,  in  the  island   of  New  Prontaea 
The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  refer  Lord  PalroentsolsAi 
protest  of  Captain  Sheffield  for  a  detailed  accoonlAfi^ 
ptoceedinga  of  the  colonial  authorities  of  Nanaa,  in  t^t 
qnence  of  which,  as  in  the  case  of  the  *<  Comet,'*  thes^ 
groes,  notwithstanding  the  united  repeeacxitatisos  of  ikai 
owners,  and  of  the  American  eoiwol  reaiding  tbsR,  *w 
forcibly  seised  on  board  of  the  wreckers,  and  tskea  ati*' 
\y  out  of  the  custody  of  their  masters,  who,  by  an  sM 
communication,  of  which  Lord  Palmeraton  wiUiwlac^ 
among  the  enclosed  papers,   addressed  by  diiediMi  i 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  to  the  American  coonit  ** 
threatened  with  an  ignominious  death  if  they  atlMsplrff 
recaver  their  property  and  proceed  to  their  orifiDddi* 
nation. 

The  perusal  of  the  papers  accnrnpanying  lliiseiMi**' 
catioa  will  enable  Lord  Pahneiaton  to  pereeoe  the  «ilV 
existing  between  this  case  ami  that  of  the  '*Co«fi 
which  has  already  been  so  fully  laid  brIbrB  his  hsdAf 
The  leading  circumstanees  being  the  sane  in  bsik,  «■< 
lay  the  foundation  of  an  equally  jnst  daimupefki'jj^ 
jesty's  Government,  on  the  part  of  the  peraons  csa^^ 
in  the  one  now  under  consideration;  and  appeaKoff  iki^ 
ioT^  in  their  behalf  to  the  aame  ■  principles  ttf  joiin^ 
undersigned  begs  leave  to  refer  Lord  Palraerrten  to  iki* 
sonings  and  arguments  adduced  in  support  ef  the  olkniA* 
and  will  merelj  offer  for  hie  lordship's  considersliBB*"' 
additional  remarks,  which  mere  partkvlariy  aafip^^^ 
selves  on  the  present  ocoaaion. 

From   a  letter  addressed  on  the  SSd  of  May,  t9^ 
X>ieuteii«nt  Oov^mor  |a.thecoaaqi  of  the  UoIhISMI'^' 
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pMw  llMt,  in  ordflrtnf  th»  wmim  of  ^  stare*  Mvtd 
torn  tha  ffhipwrtck  of  the  *'  Encomiam,"  hit  excsHency 
ctrd,  not  in  obedience  to  en?  eiisting  perliaraeoUury  enect* 
Dtni  declaring  the  freedonT  of  »laTee  landing  under  eucb 
ireamstances  in  a Brttiah  poaeeeaion,  but  under  anoptnion, 
ibich  be  allegea  to  be  to  the  aame  effect,  by  two  emineDt 
SagHih  joriata.  The  consul  having  obtained  a  copy  of 
he  opinion  refened  to,  an  extract  from  it  will  be  found 
noog  the  papera  which  the  underaigned  haa  the  honor  to 
■bmit  lor  Lord  Paimefaion^a  peroaal.  Though  not  apecif - 
BtUy  adduced  in  support  of  the  eetaure  in  the  caae  of  the 
<  Comet,''  the  aame  opinion  having  been  alluded  to  by  the 
tgeni  of  the  claimanta,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  hta  note  of  the 
15th  February,  1832^  took  occaaion  tp  deoionatrate  the  in- 
ippticabiiity  of  that  opinion  to  the  caae  then  under  conaid- 
iration,  by  ahwing  that  it  had  been  elicited  by  circumstances 
Mfiag  not  tha  slightest  analogy  to  those  umlcr  which  that 
■fe  had  ariaen.  The  conclueiTe  argumenta  brought  for- 
vini  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  might  have  rendered  a  bare  refer- 
MMa  to  them  anffictent  for  the  purposes  of  this  communis 
Mtion,  bad  not  the  ezpresa  avowal  of  the- Lieutenant  Qov- 
mnor  of  the  Bahamas  that  the  opinion  referred  to  formed 
ht  aole  ground  of  hia  refoaal  to  reatoro  the  slaves  rescued 
mm  the  wreck  of  the  **  Encomium'^  to  the  poeaeasion  of 
heir  masters,  imparted  to  that  opinion,  in  the  present  case, 
IB  importsDee  which  the  underaigned  deems  sufficient  to  \ 
mtify  him  in  entering  more  at  large  into  an  examination 
if  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  given  and  of  the 
[wiDciples  which  are  aet  forth  in  it 

U  appears  that,  in  the  year  1818,  a  Portngoeee  ahip  en- 
Mad  in  the  African  alave  trade,  then  permitted  by  the 
iiwa  of  Portugal,  while  on  her  voyae^e  from  Mozambique 
ta  BranI,  with  a  cargo  of  alavea,  put  in  for  auppliea  at  the 
Gape  of  Good  Hope,  and  waa  afterwards  wrecked  on  the 
Matt  of  that  colony.  Doubta  having  arisen  in  consequence 
tf  it,  under  the  existing  laws  of  Great  Britam  prohibiting 
the  traffic  in  alaves  by  British  aubjecis,  as  to  the  conduct 
ttbieh  it  would  be  proper  for  tha  colonial  authoritiea  to  pur- 
Ma  in  aoeh  a  caae,  tbo  law  oflUcers  of  tiie  Crown  were 
e^d  upon  for  their  opinion  on  the  following  pniuta : 

1*  Whether,  under  the  circomatancea  atated,  the  auppUea 
or  relief  ajked  for  by  the  Portugueae  veasel  could  have  been 
ksaUy  afforded  by  the  colonial  authoritiea. 

S'  Whether  a  cargo  of  Africans,  abandoned  in  conse- 
qoeace  of  the  loss  of  the  vessel  on  the  coast  of  a  British 
Mttlemsnt,  were  to  be  considered  as  Airicana  illegally  im- 
^ed,  or  considered  aa  free  petaons. 

3.  Whether  Africans,  cast  by  shipwreck  on  the  coast 
^a  British  colony,  were  to  be  considered  aa  alavea  illegally 
imported,  or  aa  firee  peraons ;  and  whether  the  authorities 
•f  such  colony  had  the  power  to  restore  such  Africans  to 
thab  original  ownera  te  be  dealt  with  aa  alaves,  eKher  tn  the 
colony  or  in  a  foreign  country. 

The  answer  of  the  Crown  lawyera  to  the  first  queiy  waa, 
Aai  the  granting  of  the  required  auppliea  would  have  been 
a  violation  of  the  provision  in  the  act  which  prohibite 
British  aobjects  fi-om  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  removal 
cf  peisons  to  be  dealt  with  as  slaves.  But,  under  another 
cbiise«  making  an  exception  incases  of  distress  from  weather, 
the  perils  of  ili^  sea)  or  other  inovitable  accidents,  they  are  of 
apioion  that,  where  sssiitlance  or  relief  is  required  in  con- 
■Bqueoce  of  the  distreesed  state  of  the  crew  or  of  the  slaves, 
it  may  and  ought  to  be  afforded. 

Under  the  aecond  head,  their  opinion  is,  that  staves 
tfondoOed,  aa  atated,  are  to  be  considered  and  treated  aa 
fnt  peraons  on  their  landing  in  the  colony. 

If  eaat  by  ahipwreck,  as  supposed  in  the  third  query,  the 
Africans  are,-  according  to  the  view  of  the  legal  adviaers  of 
the  Crown,  to  be  treated  as  free  petaons,  aa  in  the  case  im- 
nediately  preceding. 

TbeHrst  idea  that  unavoidably  suggests  itself,  on  perusal 
of  ihs49eQttifnt  of  mhkh  tlia  above  is  battated  to  convey 


the  substance,  is,  that  it  contemplates  only  the  "slave 
trade" — the  African  alave  trade — that  is,  the  practice  then 
aanctioned  by  the  lawa  of  Portugal,  and  formerly  by  those 
of  Great  Britain  a1«o,  of  carrying  away  from  the  coast  of 
Africa  peraona  born  to  freedom  in  that  country,  but  sold 
for  \b»  purpose  of  being  rmluced  to  perpetual  aervitude  in 
others. 

The  occasion  which  called  for  it  arose  from  doubts  as  to 
the  operation  of  certain  British  statutes,  paaaed  exproady 
for  the  abolition  of  that  practice  by  British  subjects.  Those 
doubts  had  grown  out  of  the  accidental  landing  of  a  cargo 
of  natives  of  Africa  upon  the  coast  of  a  neighboring  British 
settlement  The  questions  propounded  make  exclusive  uae 
of  the  term  *<  Africana:"  the  aeroe  language  is  adopted  by 
the  Crown  lawyera  in  their  aolution  of  those  questions ;  and, 
throughout,  the  document,  in  letter  as  in  spirit,  bears  in- 
controvertible  proof  that  thoae  who  framed,  aa  wpH  as  those 
who  called  for  it,  had  no  case  in  contemplation  but  such 
as,  like  tiia  one  then  before  them,  might  grow  out  of  the 
removal  of  native  Africans  from  their  own  country  to  be 
sold  to  slavery  in  foreign  parts.  Can  it,  therefore,  be  else 
than  a  matter  of  surprise  that,  with  sll  this  evidence  be- 
fore them,  the  colonial  authorities  of  the  Baharoaa  should 
have  ao  conatrued  the  purpoae  and  language  of  that  docu- 
ment as  not  only  to  apply  the  doctrines  it  sets  up  to  a  case 
so  dissimilar  as  that  of  the  shipwreck  of  the  «  Encomium," 
but  to  apply  them  without  the  redeeming  feature  in  it, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  underaigned,  might,  failing  alt 
other  guides  for  their  conduct,  have  juatified  them  in  re- 
storing the  slavea  to  their  mastera. 

In  order  more  cleariy  to  point  out  the  diaaimilarity  between 
tha  case  of  the  «  Encomium,"  and  thst  of  the  Portugurse 
vessel  which  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  lawyera  waa  intended 
lo  meet,  the  underaigned,  with  I*ord  Palmeraton's  permis- 
sion^ will  submit  a  parallel  between  the  condition  of  the  Afri- 
can'and  that  of  the  American  slave.    The  one,  bom  free,  is 
forcibly  carried  away  and  sold  to  slavery  in  a  foreign  land ; 
the  other,  bom  to  aervitude,  doea  but  continue  in  a  con- 
dition to  which  hia  ancestors,  for  generationa  before  him, 
had  been  reduced  under  a  peculiar  aocial  organization.  The 
one,  by  forcible  abduction,  becomes  the  property  of  a  mas- 
ter, who  holds  htm  as  merchandise,  until  he  can  dispose  of 
«him  with  profit;  the  other,  under  a  title  originally  derived 
from  British  laws,  continues  in  the  service  of  a  roaster 
bound  to  protect  him ;  and,  though  transferable  to  another, 
under  proper  legal  restrfciions,  he  does  not  become  an  ob- 
ject of  traffic  or  expatriation.     The  forrarr  is  exposed  to 
arbitrary  treatment  from  the  slave-dealer,  who  has  but  a 
temporary  interest  in  his  welfare ;  while  the  latter,  like  the 
free  member  of  the  State,  ia  under  the  safeguard  of  laws, 
framed  for  the  security  of  his  person,  and  for  the  restriction 
of  the  power  of  his  master  over  him.     And,  finally,  in  cir- 
cumstances like  that  which  has  given  rise  to  this  repre- 
sentation, while  the  African  is  proceeding  in  the  slave-ship 
from  a  land  of  freedom  to  what  is  to  prove  to  him  one  of 
perpetual  bondage,  the  American  slave,  under  laws  enact- 
ed by  his  country,  and  recognised  by  all  civilized  nations, 
is  following  the  fortunes  of  his  master,  a  passenger  in  tha 
same  ahip  with  him,  and  merely  removing  for  the  advan- 
tage of  both,  probably — but  certainly  not  for  any  purpoae 
likely  to  aggravate  the  condition  of  the  slave— -from  one 
section  of  the  country  to  another,  where  he  is  secure  of  tha 
same  protection. 

But  even  admitting,  notwithstanding  this  wide  distinc- 
tion between  the  two  cases,  that  the  legal  opinion  upon 
^hich  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Bahamaa  profeaaea 
lo  have  acted  is  at  all  applicable  to  that  of  the  "  Encomium," 
the  undersigned  thinks  that  he  can  perceive  in  that  docu- 
ment an  allegation  under  which,  had  ^e  authorities  of  tha 
Bahamas  been  actuated  by  any  share  of  the  diaposition  to 
do  josttce  which  the  undersigned  believes  to  be  entertained 
by  his  Majesty's  Qovemment  towards  that  of  the  United' 
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Sutes,  might  have  led  to  an  adjiMtinent  of  the  eabject  which 
would  have  rendered  this  repreeentatioii  unneceeaary.  In 
their  answer  to  the  firtit  query,  the  aathors  of  the  opinion 
have  the  following  paragraph : 

**The  slave-tnule  acts,  however,  have  introduced  ex- 
ceptions to  this  general  prohibition  in  cases  of  absolute  dis* 
tress,  and  provide  that  no  penally  or  forfeiture  shall  be  in- 
curred by  any  landing,  importing,  transhipping,  or  carrying 
of  any  slaves,  where  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court  that  the  prohibited  act  entirely  arose  from  stress 
of  weather,  peril  of  the  sea,  or  other  inevitable  accident ; 
the  harden  of  which  proof  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  on  the 
claimant  or  defendent.  *'  "On  this  authority  we  think  that 
when  assistance  or  relief  is  required  at  the  Cape,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  distressed  state  of  the  crew  or  of  the  slavesi 
it  may  and  ought  to  be  afforded :  but  the  extent  of  such  re^ 
lief  and  aasistaoce  should  be  maasured  and  limited  by  the 
necessity  snd  urgency  of  the  case." 

Upon  this  clause  the  undersigned  might,  perhaps,  under 
his  assumption  that  the  document  is  susceptible  of  being 
made  applicable  to  the  case,  safely  rest  the  title  of  the 
claimants  to  redress.  After  being  deprived  by  shipwreck  of 
all  they  had  but  the  persons  of  their  slaves,  the  claimants, 
under  circumstanres  of  <*  absolute  distress,**  and  counting 
upon  that  hoapitality  wbieh  in  all  other  civilised  parta  ti 
the  globe  awaita  persons  in  their  situation,  apply  at  the 
Bahamas  for  the  meana  of  satisfying  the  most  pressing 
wants  of  nature  and  for  a  ship  to  carry  them  home.  The 
undersigned  feels  that  Lord  Palmerston  will  think,  with 
him,  that  no  circumstances  of  *<  stress  of  weather,  peril  of 
the  sea,  or  other  inevitable  accident,"  could  have  given  to 
the  applicants  a  more  undoubted  claim  upon  tha  authoritiea 
of  tha  Bahamas  f«)r  the  assistance  and  relief  which,  in  such 
cases,  the  Crown  lawyers  themselves  think  may  and  ought 
to  be  afforded.  The  refusal  of  that  assistance  is  a  circum- 
stance which  the  undersigned  b  unable  to  reconcile  with 
his  idea  of  the  kind  of  reception  which  a  stanger  in  distress 
has,  in  the  present  enlightened  and  philanthropic  spirit  of 
the  age,  a  right  to  expect  at  the  hands  of  any  Power  on 
whose  shores  misfortune  may  have  thrown  him,  or  with 
the  character  of  the  relations  which  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
United  States  to  see  firmly  established  between  the  two 
countries.  The  seizure  of  their  property,  instead  of  it,  is  < 
a  proceeding  which  the  undersigned  thinks  equally  irre- 
concilable with  the  ordinary  principles  of  common  justice. 

The  legal  opinion  alluded  to  was  given  in  1818,  before 
the  passing  of  the  sUtute  of  6  Geo.  IV,  chap.  113,  «ta 
amend  and  consolidate  the  laws  relating  to  the  abolition- of 
the  slave  trade,"  some  of  the  provisions  of  which  it  may  be 
proper  for  the  undersigned  to  notice  in  this  placa,  under  a 
belief  that  they  confirm  his  view  of  the  total  Inapplicability 
of  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  lawyers  to  the  ease  under 
consideration,  and  that  a  reference  to  them  cannot  fail  to 
satisfy  Lord  Palmerston  that,  repealing,  as  tboy  do,  all 
former  acts  relating  to  the  slave  trade,  and  laying  down 
principles  totally  at  variance  with  those  upon  wUch  the 
colonial  authririties  of  the  Bahamas  aasnme  to  have  acted, 
thry  leave  those  oflicers  entirely  unsupported  by  any  legal 
authority  in  the  view  they  have  taken  of  the  case  of  the 
«*  Bncomtum,"  and  the  proceedings  founded  upon  them. 

The  first  section  of  the  act,  after  declaring  its  object  to 
be  the  amendment  and  consolidation  of  the  various  enact- 
ments relating  to  the  slave  trade,  a  term  which  it  is  be- 
lieved no  one  will  think  of  applying  to  any  trade  but  the 
prohibited  trafiic  in  African  slaves,  proceeds  to  « lepeal 
all  acts  and  enactments  relating  to  the  slave  trade  and  the 
abolition  thereof,  and  the  exportation  and  importaiion  of 
alaves ;"  and  the  two  following  sections  make  it  penal  for 
any  person  to  «« deal"  or  "trade"  in  slaves,  to  "carry 
away  or  remove"  them,  to  **  import,"  to  <*  ship  them  for 
the  purpose  of  being  imported,"  and  to  do  all  other  acts  ne- 
CMsarily  connected  with  the  foriner  tiaffic  in  African  alavea  j 


but  in  none  of  fhoee  aeotlone  are  then  any  «pieBMaaH> 
anthorixe  the  inference  that,  in  ftmniiig  the  act,  the  Ltfii- 
lature  Intended  to  provide  for  caaea  like  that  which  bnai 
the  subject  of  this  communication.  In  order  to  amw« 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  a  legblative  enactncal,  ■• 
better  auxiliary  can  be  employed  than  a  reference  latin 
main  object  proposed  to  he  attained  by  iu  framera.  Whit 
was  that  object,  as  it  presents  itself  to  view  in  eveiy  dam 
of  the  act  1  The  suppression  and  Intel  abelition  of  tbi 
traffib  in  African  slavea.  The  9th  section  aariflubtei  ihtf 
traffic  to  tha  crime  of  piracy,  and  attaches  to  it  theearm 
penalty  of  the  law.  The  62d  and  followiog  rsdte  ihi 
treaties  ooncluded  for  the  same  ol)ject  batwcen  his  BritaoBB 
Majesty  and  his  allies,  and  provide  the  means  of  cmya% 
them  into  efiect.  But  in  no  part  of  the  act  is  any  tbiofii 
be  found  looking  to  the  case  of  slaves  belonging  to  thedfr 
xens  of  a  friendly  Power,  aretdeotally  cast  upon  the  4mm 
of  a  British  settlement  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawfol^if* 
age ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  21st  section  expnadya- 
acu  that  nothing  in  tha  act  contained  ••  aball  pievcillki 
transhipping,  and  assisting  at  sea,  any  slave  or  dm 
which  shall  be  in  any  ship  or  Teasel  in  distress." 

With  this  implied  if  not  axpresa  warrant  to  the  aatibai- 
ties  of  the  Bahamas  to  grant  to  persona  aitnated  sawn 
the  passengaia  of  the  «  Encomium,"  that  aaststsace  «U 
they  came  to  seek  at  Nasean,  because  it  was  nowhere  ehe » 
be  found,  it  is  difficult  for  the  undersigned  to  cunoeiw  \f 
what  reasoning  those  authorities  could  have  arrived  at  thecal' 
elusion  that  they  were  bound  to  interfere  In  any  other  wf, 
aware  as  they  must  have  been  that  the  voyage  of  thst«» 
sel  was  sanctioned  by  the  lawa  of  the  United  Statee;  oi 
when  they  found,  in  the  act  referred  to,  provisiooi  m* 
pressly  authorixing,  in  those  paru  of  the  British  cBipii 
where  slavery  existed  at  the  time,  the  porcbaeeaodnhc 
slaves  for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  in  ths  eM 
colony ;  their  transfer  coastwise  from  one  part  to  anodwrf 
the  same  colony,  and  even  their  removal  from  oneideadit 
another  in  the  eame  colonial  government ;  their  w^ 
raent  in  navigation  and  fishery  ;  and,  when  ssrviot nm 
capacity  of  domestics,  their  personal  attendance  on  tM 
masters,  wherever  these  might  choose  to  cany  theai. 

The  undersigned  is  not  without  hopes  that,  io  die  fc»> 
going  lemarks,  he  will  be  found  to  have  etatcd  to  thefli^ 
faotion  of  Lord  Palmerston  the  groanda  on  wbieh  it  oil 
aafely  be  assumed  that,  whether  appealmg  to  the  spiai* 
of  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Crown*  in  the  case  of  the  P«l' 
uguese  slaver  wrecked  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hop^«j» 
voking  the  provisions  of  British  legislative  enactno^ 
the  colonial  authoritiea- of  the  Bahamas,  in  fefiiaiBgia» 
store  the  slaves  who  were  passengefs  in  the  «<  Baceaaen 
to  their  rightful  ownen,  have  acted  in  a  manner  uoiWf 
thorixed  by  any  public  act  intended  for  their  goewfiiin 
in  auoh  caees. 

Upon  this  expectation  the  undersigRed  might,  pcHM^ 
confidently  rely  for  ultimate  justice  to  the  claimaoti;  (^ 
are,  however,  considerations  of  a  more  general  c'^*'*^ 
which  occupy  so  prominent  a  place  in  the  view  lakes « 
the  euhjeet  by  his  Government  and  himeelf,  that  heiicoi^ 
pelted  to  add  a  few  more  obeervationa  to  this  coiBaMiai» 
tion,  which  he  regrala  haa  already  been  an  moeh  eiMaM 
To  aome  of  thoee  considerations  he  has  before  sUflM  ■ 
hia  note  respecting  the  caee  of  the  <<  Comet."  Theyhi^ 
their  origin  in  the  relations  of  good  neighborhood,  ukia 
it  is  so  manifestly  the  interest  of.  the  two  nationa  is  wm- 
tain  and  improve ;  but  which  cannot  be  saocsaJoOy  mI||- 
vsted  so  long  as  tha  sulKurdinsta  agents  of  his  Maj^* 
Government,  placed  in  authority  at  aiaitons  cootigMs**" 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  shall  conduct  tha— iy 
towards  American  citixena  in  a  manner  eo  little  ia  eccon* 
ance  with  the  friendly  eentiments  on  which  alow  thw 
relations  can  be  sustained. 

The  ondgnigBed  ia  inatraded  to  aay  (hat  thai  F^**"* 
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nss  in  tha  eue  of  the  ^^Bneomtmii"^  have  produoed  t 
le^p  sensation  throoghont  the  United  States;  but  es- 
mriattjr  in  the  South,  where  the  existence  of  a  large  slave 
K»p«latton  has  rendered  the  people  more  sensitively  alive 
o  ereiy  occnrrenoe  that  may  tend  to  distnrb  the  reiations 
oisCing  there  between  oiaater  and  slave.  By  the  citizens 
if  thnt  portion  of  the  Unbn,  the  late  transaction  at  Naiaan 
a  looked  npon  as  a  direct  interference  with  Iheir  rights  of 
iroperty-«-with  rights  which  hsd  their  origin  under  British 
tila^  and  have,  since  the  separation  of  the  two  countries, 
leen  goaraotied  to  them  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
[jooknig  again  at  the  circumstances  of  the  case^  it  cannot 
w  denied  that  they  furnish  abundant  cause  for  thedisiatia- 
bc«ian  they  have  produced.  The  slaves  were  still  in  the 
|iii«i  poweesion  and  under  the  entire  control  of  their  mas- 
iersy  whose  sole  desire  was  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
proceed  with  them  to  their  destination,  when  they  were 
iorcil>iy  seized  and  landed  by  the  same  perwoos  who  after- 
wards availed  themselves  of  their  own  illegal  act  as  a  pre- 
10x1  for  iioally  depriving  the  owners  of  their  property.  No 
ip^kation,  either  on  the  part  of  the  slaves  for  their  libera- 
iion»  or  on  that  of  the  masters  for  aid  in  enforcing  their 
iatlMrity  as  such,  appears  to  have  been  addreesed  to  the 
Bokmial  anthorities.  Their  interference  was  wholly  grat- 
Bitoiia  and  uncalled  for,  and  can  in  no  possible  view  of 
Ihe  ease  be  considered  as  chameteristic  of  any  desire  on 
die  part  of  those  olBceri  to  respect  the  rights  of  foreigneri 
irhom  misfortune  has  placed  in  their  power ;  particularly 
wImb  it  is  conddered  that  this  is  the  second  time  that  the 
Mme  cause  of  complaint  has,  from  their  illegal  acts,  arisen 
In  that  quarter.  Citizens  of  the  United  Statei  conveying 
tlirtr  property-  by  sea  from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  anoth- 
•Tp  under  authority  of  the  laws  of  their  country,  have 
bMO  taught  to  believe  that,  if  shipwreck  or  other  calamity 
slwuld  compel  them  to  seek  an  asylum  in  the  ports  of  his 
Mt>Jeety*s  possessions,  they  might  count  with  certainty  up- 
on that  ho^itality  for  themsslves,  and  that  protection  for 
whatever  else  may  have  been  spared  by  the  disasters  of  the 
MS,  which  the  laws  of  all  dvilixed  communities  accord  to 
miJfortnne  in  such  caaee;  and  the  rtska  of  that  mode  of 
eooveyanoe  have  accordingly  beoi  calculated  with  a  full 
reliance  upon  the  permanency  of  the  same  just  and  benev- 
olant  policy.  But  it  will  readily  occur  to  Lord  Palmer- 
0ton  that  if,  upon  erroneous  pretences,  the  depositaries  of 
power  are  to  take  upon  themselves  to  declare  the  forfeiture 
of  property  thus  unfortunately  thrown  in  their  hands, 
without  previous  warning  of  their  intentions,  immense 
losses  wiO  be  sustained  before  the  mo<le  of  conveyance  re- 
lonned  to  can  be  changed,  or  the  ridu  attending  it  w  cal- 
culated as  to  afford  to  the  owneri  of  property  embarked  in 
it  ihe  benefit  of  the  ordinary  security  afforded  by  commer- 
cial insurance  and  usage. 

The  United  States  cannot  but  feel  with  the  €K>vemment 
of  Great  Britain  upon  all  subjects  conneoted  with  the  final 
onnihilation  of  the  inhuman  traffic  in  slaves,  and  era  ever 
anxious  to  mitigate,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  the 
ovile  of  slavery,  where  that  feature  exists  in  their  social  or- 
ganization; but,  in  whatever  they  have  done  towards  the 
attainment  of  those  objects,  they  have,  with  sedalous  csre, 
endeavored  to  respect  and  even  to  protect  the  rights  of 
others  against  any  injury  that  might  accrue  from  the  op- 
eration of  their  laws  in  relstion  to  the  subject ;  and,  in 
proof  of  this,  a  cafe  is  now  on  record  in  which  British 
slaves,  owned  in  the  very  port  of  Nassau,  and  brought  in- 
to the  United  States,  on   being  saved  from  shipwreck, 
have,   notwithstanding  the  existing  iawa  prohibiting  the 
landing  of  that  description  of  persons  in  the  oouutry,  been 
leeeived  and  landed  over  to  his  Majesty's  consul  at  New 
Orieans,  for  the  purpose  of  being  restored  to  their  British 
masters. 

The  undersigned   having,  in   the   preceding   rrmarks, 
fully  state«l  the  view  which  hiA  Qovemmcnt  has  tak«*n  of 


the  particular  case  under  consideration,  in  its  various 
bearinga,  has  now  but  to  perform  the  last  branch  of  the 
duty  which  has  been  assigned  to  him.  All  other  means 
of  redress  having  failed,  the  claimants  have  appealed  to 
the  President  for  his  official  interposition  in  their  behalf 
near  the  Government  of  his  Britannic  Majesty ;  and  it  is 
in  consequence  of  the  promise  given  them  that  that  inter- 
position should  lie  promptly  and  earnestly  afibrded,  that 
the  undersigned  has  been  espedally  instructed  to  lose  no 
time  in  laying  the  case  befoire  Lord  Palmcrston,  and  to 
request  that  it  may,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  be 
taken  into  his  lordship's  fovorable  consideration.  He  is, 
moreover,  commissioned  to  express  the  confident  hope  en- 
tertained by  the  President  that,  alUr  fully  weighing  all  the 
eircumstancos  attending  it,  bis  Majesty's  Govornnient  will 
perceive  that  full  indemnity  lo  the  claimants,  both  in  the 
case  now  particularly  alluded  to,  and  in  that  of  the  per- 
sons shipwrecked  in  the  «  Comet,"  which  has  ropeatedly 
formed  the  subject  of  former  representations,  is  due  to 
justice  as  well  as  to  the  character  of  the  relations  now  ex- 
isting between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  from 
which  it  is  his  destro  that  all  causes  that  may,  by  any  pos- 
sibility, tend  to  impair  them,  should  be  speedily  and  radi- 
cally removed.  TLo  undersigned  thinks  that  he  has  said 
enough  in  this  note  and  in  his  former  communications  on 
the  subject  of  th<*se  claims,  to  impress  Lord  Palmerston 
with  a  sense  of  the  importance  that  no  delay  that  can  pos- 
sibly be  avoided,  should  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
a  speedy  adjustment  of  thorn.  Under  that  impression, 
and  presuming  that  such  an  adjustment  will  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  similar  causes  of  complaint,  he  does  not  think 
it  necessary  to  lay  any  particular  stress  on  the  request 
which  he  is  likewise  instructed  to  lay  before  his  Majesty^s 
Government,  that  suitable  measures  may,  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, be  adopted,  to  cause  the  just  rights  of  the  dtiaena 
of  the  United  Sutes  to  be  respected  in  future  by  the  au- 
thorities of  his  Majesty's  colonies,  should  they  again  be 
placed  in  their  power  by'misfortune  or  unavoidable  accident. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor,  on  this  occasion,  to 
ofisr  to  I«ord  Palmenton  the  renewed  assurance  of  his  most 
distinguished  consideration.  A.  VAIL. 

18  Old  CiTximisa  St.,  September  30,  1634. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Foreyth% 

dated  January  U,  1835. 

I  had,  the  day  before  yesterday,  with  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, an  interview,  which  I  had  aought  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  his  attention  more  forcibly  than  I  had  before  done, 
to  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  Ba- 
hamas in  the  yean  1830  and  1834.    After  briefly  laying  be- 
fore him  the  leading  drcnmstances  of  the  case,  I  endeavored 
to  impress  him  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  attached  by  the 
President  to  its  early  adjustment,  on  the  ground  of  common 
justice  to  the  claimants  themselves,  and  on  account  of  the 
unpleasant  state  of  foeling  which  the  circumatance  had  pro- 
duced amongst  the  slave-holdiflg  population  of  the  United 
States.     I  adverted  to  the  dilatoiy  course  hitherto  pursued 
in  regard  to  the  claim,  especially  by  the  law  department, 
and  expresed  my  apprehension  that  the  feelings  which  had 
been  awakened  by  the  discussion  and  passsge  of  the  emsn- 
cipation  act  had  been  allowed  to  exereise  upon  the  minds 
of  those  who  bad  been  charged  to  investigate  the  merits  of 
the  claim,  an  influence  which  had  prejudiced  the  just  rights 
of  the  parties  interested.     The  duke  said  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  what  I  had  before  stated  to  him  on  the  subject, 
be  had  already  given  directions  that  the  papere  relating  to 
it  sliouh)  be  collected  and  laid  before  him ;  that  this  had 
not  yet  been  done;  but  that  I  might  rest  assured  that  he 
would  attend  to  it  without  delay ;  make  himself  acquainted 
with  the  meril^of  tlie  question,  and  the  sta(»e  to  which  the 
considerati'>n  of  it  had  lieen  carried  ;  that,  if  ripe  for  a  tie- 
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dfion,  he  woDld  Iom  no  time  in  niakinif  it  known  to  me ; 
and  if  not,  that  he  would  accelerate  it,  end  see  that  no  de- 
lay that  could  poaeibty  be  avoided  ahoald  be  allowed  to  pat 
off  the  final  adjustment  of  the  matter.  The  earnest  tone 
in  which  these  promises  were  given,  and  the  assiduity  and 
punctuality  which  characterise  the  doke*s  official  condoct, 
lead  me  to  hope  that  the  termination  of  this  long-pending 
negotiation  is  not  far  remote. 

Extract  of  a  dupalck  frnrn  Mr,   Vail  to  Mr,  Fortyik^ 
dated  January  2%t  1836. 

I  have  from  the  Duke  of  Wellington  additional  assurances 
that  our  claims  in  relation  to  the  shipwrecked  slaves  are 
under  consideration,  and  have  already  been  the  subject  of 
discussion  between  him  and  Lord  Aberdeen,  the  colonial 
secretary. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Fonyth^  dated 

March  U,  1835. 
I  took  a  late  occasipn  to  remind  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
of  his  promise  of  an  early  decision  upon  our  claim  respect- 
ing the  alaves  shipwrecked  in  the  Bahamas.  He  said  that 
the  suligect  was  now  at  the  Treasury,  and  that  he  was  only 
waiting  for  Sir  Robert  Peel  to  lie  somewhat  relieved  from 
the  great  pressure  of  his  parliamentary  duties,  to  summon 
him  and  the  colonial  secretary  ti)  a  serious  and  final  discus- 
sion of  the  merits  of  the  claim ;  and  that  I  might  depend 
upon  being  apprized  of  their  decision  upon  it  at  as  early  a 
day  w  the  peculiar  circumstances  the  Government  arc  now 
placed  in  would  |)ermit. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Vail  to  Mr.  Forty tlh  dated 

May  14,  1835. 

8ia :  In  the  note  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  addressed 
by  me  on  the  11th  instant,  to  Lord  Palmerston,  respecting 
the  seiaure  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  Bermuda,  and  the 
snbseqaent  liberation  of  the  slaves,  passengers  on  board  the 
brig  **  Enterprise,"  I  have  endeavored,  without  going  again 
into  the  argnments  urged  in  favor  of  the  anaiogoua  cases  of 
Uie  *<  Comet'*  and  <*  Encomium,*' to  impress  the  Britiab 
minister  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  whichy  indepen- 
dently of  its  intrinsic  merits,  the  case  derives  from  the  dan- 
ger of  allowing  the  repetition  of  those  occurrences  to  estab- 
lish a  practice  which  we  never  can  sanction.  My  aim  has 
been  to  impart  to  my  representation  as  much  strength  as 
the  case  admitted,  withont  making  use  of  language  that 
could  produce  any  thing  like  irritation. 

Mr,  Vail  to  Lord  Palmerston. 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  undersigned,  eharg^  d'af- 
faires of  the  United  States  of  America,  meting  under  special 
instructions  recently  reosivcd  from  his  Government,  again 
has  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right  bonoiable 
Lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secreta- 
ry of  Slate  for  Foreign  Affiurs,  to  another  illegal  seixure  of 
slaves,  passengers  in  an  American  vessel  driven  by  stress 
of  weather  within  British  jurisdiction,  which  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  undersigned  to  address  to  bis  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment another  such  representation  as  those  which  have  so 
long  been  before  it,  the  subject  of  yet  unanswered  though 
repeated  and  earnest  appeals  to  its  justice. 

The  particulars  of  the  present  case  are  briefly  told  in  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  American  consular  com- 
mercial agent  in  the  Bermudas  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  brig  •* Enterprise,"  Elliott 
Smith  master,  having  on  board,  as  passengers,  seventy-eight 
slaves,  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  was, 
while  on  her  voyage  from  Alexandria,  in  the  District  i>f 
Colombiti,  to  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  driven  from 
her  course  by  a  continuance  of  tempe«tuoas  weather,  end 
romiiclleil,  for  wan  I  of  provistons,  to  put,  in  diMress,  into 


the  port  of  Hamilton,  in  the  Bermada  istaoi^;  that, ea ht 
arrival  there,  ahe  waa  seized  by  the  oekmial  anthorids^  a 
the  pretext  of  her  hsving  atayea  on  hoard,  hot  BQbseqaatff 
released,  and  the  master  told  that  he  might  proeeBdaata 
voyage  after  repairing  daaagea  and  rafitting;  thit,  ifi» 
wards,  however,  while  aboot  availing  bims^of  iUsb» 
mission,  he  called  at  the  custom liouae  for  his  ship's  papn^ 
the  delivery  of  them  waa  r elbeed  until  the  pleaame  «f  tki 
Governor  of  the  colony,  with  refaienoe  to  tlw  slave!,  wriJ 
be  ascertained ;  that,  wlule  detained  by  thia  delay,  a  «iiti( 
habeas  eerpus^  iasued  by  the  chief  jusCiee,  was  sened  i^ 
him,  requiring  hk  appeanmee  before  the  court,  and  Ai 
production  of  the  slaves,  still  remainiog  on  boani  bisvsBd, 
who,  on  diaemberking,  were  immediately  taken  frao  hs 
ouatody,  and  proclaimed  free,  for  having  been  kndsdtti 
eolony  where  slavery  had  then  eeased  to  exht 

The  cotse,  though  varying  in  aome  of  ita  details  frosi  ta 
of  the  brigs  <«Coawt"  and  ^'Eneottioni,"  abaady  Wd  ta 
fore  Lord  Palmeraton,  inrolves  the  eanM  eoiMidMallai^ 
and,  eonaequantly,  givea  rise  to  a  third  dalm  of  a  pieeUy 
■milar  eharader.  It  Is  that  of  an  Aaeriean  vesssl  ftm- 
ing  a  voyage  reoognieed  as  lawful  by  the  Isgivlatica  of  Ai 
United  Stalaa  and  by  all  the  prineipiM  of  poblie  Iaw,tai4 
by  the  aet  of  God,  to  aeek,  in  a  British  purt,  a  rafugef* 
the  tempeat,  relief  from  atarvationibr  her  eraw  and  pMfr 
gers,  and  that  -aid,  protection,  and  hoapitaUty,  vdiici  # 
eode  of  humanity  aa  well  aa  the  immutable  lawa  of  joriH 
and  the  besteataiUisfaed  uaagea  amougat  civflind  latk^ 
secnra  to  the  distressed  mariner,  and  to  the  property  bli 
charge.  It  exhibits  the  same  deaira  on  the  pait  ofttea* 
tar,  and  the  same  exertiona,  by  retaining  tlia  alaves  ttli 
hia  chaiiga  and  control,  to  prevent  any  act  chat,  ty  ^ 
poasibility,  might  he  eonelrued  into  an  inffadkai  «f  il 
weH-fcnown  laws  and  polioy  in  fnroo  in  the  ooiony,  «M 
prohibit  the  introduction  of  that  deseriptiett  of  parsoosf  mi 
the  same  gratuitoua  and  uncalled  ibr  inteifaiuiice  en  llatd 
the  local  authoritiee — first,  in  infringing  thoae  very  Nntlf 
forcibly  seiaing  and  landing  the  slaves,  when  noihiaf  ^ 
peara  to  show  that  their  aafety  rendered  that  step  nnmt$ 
and  then,  by  availing  themaelvaa  of  th«r  own  wnag^ft 
deelaro  the  forMturo  of  property  tfaoa,  bj  uneoutnidh 
eventa,  placed  in  their  power.  The  undemlgned  fs^iiW 
fident  that  such  unwarrantable  proceodinga  can  be  vlMd 
in  no  other  light  than  aa  a  fisgmit  violatioii  of  all  ths  fdl* 
eiples  which  regulate  the  interoourse  and  promoie  coalMl 
among  friendly  nations.  Ha  ia  instructed  to  aey  lM^% 
the  Piaaident  of  the  Untied  Statee,  they  aie  looM  Bp«a 
an  outrage  eommiHed  by  aubordinate  agenta  of  the  Bdit 
power  upon  the  righta  and  intereata  of  American  di^ 
calling  for  a  redress  which  be  cannot  but  hope  a  mi^d 
oemmon  jnstiea»  on  the  part  of  hie  Majesty's  QuiHua*^ 
will  not  allow  them  to  deny,  nor  long  to  withhuM. 

The  gronnda  upon  whldi  that  eonfident  txf&tuiand 
prompt  luparation  ia  founded  have  already  bsen  Mtf  Ml 
before  Lard  Palmerston — ^firar,  in  the  note  mora  than  ill* 
years  ago  addreased  to  his  lordship  by  Mr.  Van  Borea,  Aa 
miuMter  of  the  United  State  at  his  Majcuty's  eooit,  iaii 
case  of  the  brig  •<  Comet  ;*'  and,  subsequently,  in  vari^ 


communications  from  the  undersigned  in  the 
and  that  of  the  * '  Encomium. "  To  the  statements  sad  m 
guments  presented  on  those  ocraaiona,  but  litlls  tsmIV 
that  the  underaigned  ihiuks  could  now  be  added  with  i^T 
prospect  of  more  clearly  setting  f«»rth  the  natare  aad  aiii# 
of  the  wrong  inflicted  upon  the  parties  aggrieved,  «^ 
legality  of  their  claim.  They  were  then  oitesd,  le|a  M 
a  view  of  establishing  the  jostiee  of  a  demand  mhixk  iM 
Government  of  the  United  States^  confiding  in  tbe  ^'"■jk 
disposition  of  that  of  Great  Britain,  might  ^'^^^^ 
to  ito  own  merits,  and  to  the  principles  of  r^t  oa  w^"^ 
rested,  than  of  satisfying  the  technicalities  of  tbr  bVf  sMi 
of  showing  that,  apart  from  the  tndispotable  tqaHj  ^  ^  \ 
cnse,  the  claimants,  and  their  Government  Ibr  ih«»«  •**  ■ 
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ftpvid  u>  appeal,  without  fear,  to  the  apirit  and  tetter  of 
lie  written  code  of  Great  Britain;  the  aolemn  deciaions  of 
er  coortfl  of  justice,  and  the  deliberate  opiniona  elicited 
ram  her  jariote,  when  aaalogoas  pointa  have  been  brought 
1  question.  It  would  but  serve  to  consume  his  lordship's 
me  to  revert,  in  thit»  pUco,  to  ihode  statements  and  argu- 
leots:  urged  as  they  were  with  all  the  solemnity  whioh 
xpress  directions  from  the  Governoient  of  the  United  States 
Dold  impart  to  them,  and  with  all  the  easnestness  which 

deep  conviction  of  their  truth  could  inspire,  they  were 
dieved  to  have  a  claim  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
k  Majesty's  Government,  which  had  raised  in  the  mind 
f  the  President  an  expectation  that  the  subject  would  long 
re  this  have  been  adjusted.  The  undersigned  has  had 
M  many  proofa  of  the  disposition  evinced  by  Lord  Palmer- 
tOD  to  remove  from  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
^aiea  and  Great  Britain  all  cause  of  dii&reiice  susceptible 
f  afiecting  its  harmonious  characler,  to  admit  the  suppe- 
itioQ  that  the  long  lapse  of  time  which  has  intervened  since 
le  date  of  the  first  communications  of  the  American  lega- 
no  upon  the  aubjecl  of  these  claims,  ia  to  be  viewed  as  an 
ridence  of  want  of  attention  to  them  on  the  part  of  his 
la^esty's  ministers,  or  of  an  under  estimate  of  their  im- 
IHtauca;  but  he  is  bound  by  hia  instructions  to  say  that,  in 
M  opinion  of  hia  Govcrnniet>t,  the  delay  lias  been  protract- 
il  &r  beyond  any  period  tiiat  could  have  l>een  considered 
HOMsary  for  the  ooost  deliberate  eiamination,  in  all  their 
Mvings,  of  the  different  questiona  in  any  event  likely  to 
me  frcm  those  communications ;  and  to  repeat  that,  aware 
lieiigh  the  Preaident  be  of  the  delicate  character  of  some 
C  those  4|aestiooa,  and  disposed,  in  that  spirit,  to  make 
iwy  allowance  that  circumstances  appeared  to  suggest,  that 
i^y  has  been  to  him  a  cause  of  much  surprise,  and  of  a 
Pgret  which  he  haa  caused  the  undersigned  frankly  to  make 
laewn  to  and  impress  upon  hia  Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned  has,  in  his  former  communications,  en- 
iMvored  to  convey  to  Lord  Palmerston  an  understanding 
I  the  importance  which  these  claims  derive  from  their  lis- 
iBty  to  be  multiplie<l,  so  long  as  the  delegates  of  his  Ma- 
Mty's  power  in  the  colonies  adjacent  to  the  Southern  sec- 
^  of  the  United  States  shall  be  permitted  to  consider  the 
Hction  of  the  metropolitan  Government  upon  the  casea 
kttder  consideration  as  sanctioning  their  unjustifiable  pro- 
Mdingif.  His  desire  that  what  be  cannot  but  look  upon 
p  a  delusion  involving  dangeroua  consequences,  shouldij  as 
Mily  as  possible,  cease  to  be  entertained  by  those  an- 
Mrities,  again  itnpels  him  to  present  for  the  consideration 
if  hia  lordahip  the  fact,  that  the  tide  of  emigration  from  the 
Mitral  parU  of  the  Union  having  Uken  a  direction  towards 
be  South,  the  case  daily  occura  of  owners  of  alavea  remoT- 
Ig,  by  sea,  with  their  families  and  domestics,  and  taking 
i  eourae  which  unavoidably  carries  them  into  the  waters  of 
he  British  islands  at  the  entrance  of  the  Meiioan  Gulf, 
■here,  from  the  dangers  attending  the  navigation  of  those 
M>»  they  are  ezpoMd  to  such  disasters  as  those  which 
^  given  rise  to  ttiese  representations.  So  confident  was 
ba  anderaigncd  tliat  the  case  of  the  «  Comet"  must  speed- 
br  be  followed  by  others  which  would  but  serve  to  render 
ba  subject  still  more  difficnlt  of  adjustment,  that,  more 
nan  two  years  ago,  in  his  note  of  the  4th  April,  1888,  he 
ndicted  the  recurrence  of  aimilar  events,  unless  a  line  of 
mduct  more  aecordani  with  the  friendly  relations  eziating 
wtween  the  two  countries  were,  without  delay,  prescribed 
0  the  local  authorities  in  his  Majesty's  colonies.  Twice 
■■a  that  -prediction  already  been  verified ;  and  it  is  a  mel- 
|Bcholy  cause  of  regret  to  think  that,  had  the  reiterated  ef- 
bits  made  by  the  undersigned  in  the  note  aboTe  cited,  and 
0  his  other  communications,  written  and  verbal,  to  Lord 
E^^narston,  been  attended  with  the  efiect  which  they  were 
>iiteiided  to  produce,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
M'aaU  have  been  spared  the  unpleasant  duty  of  ordering 
thit  another  fresh  appeal  to  the  justice  of  Great  Britain. 
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To  another  part  of  the  note  above  referred  to,  the  under- 
signed feeU  it  his  duty  again  to  request  Lord  Palmerston's 
particular  attention.  It  is  that  in  which,  speaking  the  lan- 
guage dictated  to  htm  by  his  instructions,  he  adverts  to  the 
impossibility  that  the  Government  of  the  United  Statea 
should  ever  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  which  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  colonial  authorities  would  tend  to  establish, 
that  those  euthorities  possess  the  power  to  take  from  the 
custody  of  bis  master,  and  declare  the  freedom  of  every 
American  slave  whom  chance  or  circumstances  beyond 
control,  as  in  the  eases  under  consideration,  have  placed 
within  their  reach.  Such  a  doctrine,  fraught,  as  it  would 
be,  with  other  consequences  of  the  most  dangerous  char- 
acter, could  not  fail,  if  allowed  to  grow  into  practice  in 
possessions  within  sight  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States, 
as  are  some  of  the  British  Islands  in  that  quarter,  to  give 
rise  to  dilutes  and  collisions  between  the  tnhabitaYita  of 
the  opposite  shores,  which  the  Government  of  the  two 
countries  would  find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  amica- 
ble relations  which  it  is  their  desire,  not  less  than  theit-  in- 
terest, to  cultivate  and  improve. 

The  undersigned  has  it  in  command  to  apprize  Lord 
Pahnerston  that  the  excitement  created  among  the  people  of 
the  slave-holding  members  of  the  Union,  in  consequence  of 
the  second  seicure  of  their  property  tn  the  case  of  the  "  En- 
comium," has  been  revived  on  the'  occasion  which  more 
particularly  calls  for  this  commonioation.  His  lordship  is 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  degree  of  influence  which, 
in  the  United  States,  the  popular  aentiment  must  ever  ex- 
ercise ov6r  the  actions  of  those  who>  are  intrusted  with  the 
conduct  of  public  affairs,  to  understand  that,  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  where  that  excitement  is  the  result  of  legiti- 
mate causes,  the  President  has  additional  motives  to  feel  it 
is  his  bounden  duty  to  ask,  in  behalf  of  his  appeal  for  the 
redress  of  a  manifest  and  indisputable  wrong,  the  immedi- 
ate action  of  his  Majesty's  Government.  Lord  Palmerston 
has,  in  the  former  communications  of  this  legation,  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  reparation  expected 
by  the  parties  aggrieved,  and  called  for  by  the  circumstan- 
oes  of  the  case.  It  but  remains  for  the  undersigned  to  say 
that  the  American  Government,  dkappointed  by  the  delay 
which  has  hitherto  occurred  in  advancing  toward*  an  ad- 
justment of  this  unpleasant  and  exciting  aubject  of  differ- 
ence, will  henceforth  expect  to  find  an  evidence  of  the  ex- 
tent and  sincerity  of  the  desire  entertained  by  that  of  Great 
Britain  to  suppress  all  motives  of  irritation  between  the 
two  countries,  in  the  prompUtude  with  which  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  taldng  this  new  appeal  into  their  fttvorable  con- 
sideration, will  exert  themselves  to  conduct  the  subject  of 
it  to  that  final  and  aatiafactory  termination  which,  alone, 
the  President  can  allow  himaeif  to  look  for  from  the  en- 
lightened justice  of  the  British  Government. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
tender  to  Lord  Palmerston  the  renewed  assurance  of  hia 
highest  consideration.  A.  VAIL. 

13  Ol]>  Catskbibh  St.,  May  11,  1835. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Vaii  to  Mr,  Forayih,  dated 

November  6,  1886. 
Sin :  While  the  members  of  this  Government  were  so 
exclusively  engaged  as  tbey  have  been  for  some  time  past 
by  engrossing  topics  growing  out  of  the  domestic  concerns 
of  the  oountiy,  I  deemed  it  useless  to  make  any  particular 
exertion  to  urge  an  answer  to  our  claims  arising  from  the 
seizure  and  liberation  of  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  British 
possessions  near  our  shores;  never  forgetting,  however, 
that  I  was  required  by  my  instructions  not  to  allow  the 
subject  to  be  lost  sight  of.  Believing  that  I  might  now 
venture  upon  a  reminder  of  our  applications,  I  obtained,  a 
few  days  ago,  from  Lord  Palmerston,  an  interview,  at 
which  I  began  by  remarking  upon  the  length  of  time  which 
had  elapsed  since  the  date  of  the  first  of  those  applicatiotia, 
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tba  fnqaent  renewaU  of  theizi»  the  nearly  as  frequent  prom- 
iaea  of  an  anawer,  not  yet  fulfilled,  and  the  impeitance  at- 
tached hy  my  Government,  independently  of  the  individual 
intereste  involved,  to  the  aeltlement  of  the  questiona  which 
had  ^own  oat  of  the  circumslancea  attending  those  claims. 
I  stated  that  my  standing  instructions  made  it  for  me  an 
imperative  duty  ogain  to  bring  the  subject  forward  and  re- 
commend it  to  the  early  and  earnest  consideration  of  his 
Majeaty*s  Government ;  and  I  inquired  whether  any  prog- 
Teas  hsd  been  made  towards  a  aettlement.  Lord  Palmer* 
aton  said  that,  thoagh  otherwise  much  engaged,  bis  atlen* 
tion  had  often  been  directed  towards  those  claims,  which, 
both  from  their  merits  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  were  presented,  had  been  to  him  a  subject  of  solici- 
tude; that,  as  I  was  aware,  they  had  long  been  under  in- 
vestigation by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  who  had  found 
the  subject  so  full  of  difficulties  and  involving  pointa  of 
aooh  moment,  that  they  had  almost  shrunk  from  the  taak 
of  arriving  at  definitiva  and  binding  conclusions  upon  them. 
To  the  allegation,  repeated  by  his  lordship,  that  the  posi- 
tive statute  law  of  the  realm  forbade  the  removal  of  per- 
•ons  from  any  British  possession  to  be  dealt  with  as  slaves, 
I  again  reminded  him  that,  in  all  the  three  ease,  the  actual 
landing  of  the  alaves  within  the  British  jurisdiction  had 
been  the  act  of  British  authorities,  ineflectually  opposed 
and  protested  againat  by  the  ownera  of  the  property  ;  and 
that  no  law  ought  to  be  allowed  to  take  advantage  of  the 
lachea  of  those  appointed  to  execute  it.  He  said  that  the 
reports  so  iar  mtide  by  the  ordinary  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  were  but  partial,  and  insufficient  to  enable  the  cab- 
inet to  clear  the  subject  of  its  legal  difficulties ;  that  no  set- 
tlement of  the  claims  could  be  effected  without  miniaters' 
going  to  Parliament  for  the  necessary  appropriation;  that 
file  subject  was  one  of  such  a  delicate  nature,  particularly 
at  this  time,  that  they  could  scarcely  expect  an  application 
to  that  effect  to  be  successful  unless  sustained  by  the  most 
unequivocal  expression,  from  the  highest  law  authority  in 
the  kingdom,  of  the  legal  and  positive  obligation. of  Gov- 
ernment to  answer  the  demand  of  the  United  States ;  that, 
as  soon  as  the  adjournment  of  Parliament  had  given  leisure 
to  ministers  to  look  at  the  question,  their  deliberations  had 
convinced  them  of  the  necessity  of  a  dear  legal  demonstra- 
tion of  that  obligation ;  and  that,  not  finding  it  in  the  doca- 
mente  before  them,  nor  seeing  any  proepect  of  its  being  ob» 
tainad  from  the  ordinary  law  authorities,  they  had  reaolved  to 
aeek  it  elsewhere,  and  that  the  result  of  hia  laat  conieicnoa 
with  Lord  Melbourno  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xeheqoer, 
had  been  a  resolution  tQ  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  judiciid 
committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  whom  resides  the  high- 
est legal  power  in  the  Stale ;  that,  accordingly,  our  different 
applications,  together  with  all  the  documenta  connected 
with  the  claims,  had  been  laid  before  the  committee,  who 
either  were  at  this  time,  or  soon  would  be,  engaged  in  the 
examination  of  them;  and  their  opinion  once  obtained, 
would,  if  favorable  to  the  claimants,  enable  them  to  back 
their  application  to  Parliament  by  authority  of  the  highest 
character,  and  if  unfavorable,  to  predicate  their  answer  to 
our  demands  upon  grounds  which  would  satisfy  the  Presi- 
dent that  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  on  adjustment  did  not 
arise  from  any  motive  inconsistent  either  with  justice  or 
with  their  friendly  dispositions  towards  the  United  States. 
To  my  inquiry  whether  the  proposed  investigation  by  the 
judicial  committee  of  the  Privy  Council  would  be  attended 
with  much  delay,  Lord  Palmerston  expressed  his  convic- 
tion that  their  attention  would  be  immediately  engaged  in 
it,  and  that  a  prompt  result  might  bo  confidently  anticipa- 
ted. I  then  requested  that,  if  he  saw  no  objection,  he 
would,  in  a  note,  either  official  or  not,  as  he  might  think 
fit,  communicate  to  me  the  substance  of  which  he  had 
stated,  as  to  the  stage  to  which  the  business  bad  been  car* 
Tied ;  and  he  promised  that  he  would  do  it,  so  as  to  enaUe 
'  me  to  put  you  in  possession  of  it  by  this  opportunity.     The 


promiaeil  oomawnication  baa  notyet  beansaociTcAatii 
legation. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Fcnyth,  hki 

Notembtr  14,  1835. 

Sin  :  1  have  iho  honor  to  communicate  to  you  a  cojijaf 
the  note  from  Lord  Palmerston,  which  had  been  proniiid 
me  in  time  to  be  sent  by  the  laet  packet,  bat  which  tii 
only  received  last  night,  apprizing  me,  officially,  oftbeni 
erence  to  the  judicial  committee  of  the  Privy  Couocilof  Ai 
subject  of  our  claima  arising  from  the  libetatton  of  Ai 
slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  British  islands  in  ths  bofi 
«« Comet,"  "Enterprise,"  and  "Encomium." 

Lord  PaUmniM  to  Mr.  VaiL 
The  undetaigned,  hit  Majeoty'a  principal  Sccratgy  if 
Stale  for  Foreign  Affaiia,  has  the  honor  to  aeqasiflt  ft 
Vail,  charge  d'afbfrea  of  the  United  Sutes  of  Anfl^ 
that,  after  an  attentive  eoneidenition  of  the  impbitaatfMa 
tiona  involved  in  tba  eiaiiM  brooght  forward  by  Mr.  T4 
mad  hie  predeceaaors,  for  compensation  lor  the  Ian  tf 
alavea  from  on  board  of  tba  United  States  veatols  **C0mtC 
*•  Encomium,"  and  "  Enterprise,"  his  Majeaty's  (kmm 
ment  have  determined  to  refer  the  whole  enbject  to  Ibi  j^ 
dicial  committee  of  Privy  Council,  as  being  the  hSghmli* 
gal  authority  which  can  be  consulted  on  this  difficab  M^ 
ter;  and  atapa  an  now  taking  for  this  pnrposo  by  hiilli> 
jeaty*a  Treaaury. 

The  undersigried  availa  himself  of  thia  opportuni^li» 
new  to  Mr.  Vail  the  aasunmee  of  hia  dtatinguiahed  eoB# 
eration.  PALMBSSTOH 

Fonaiav  Omcs,  November  IS,  1895. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stetemon  to  Jfr.  F«n|* 
dated  July  14,  18S6. 

Having  been  accredited,  I  shall  now  earnestly  eoterif 
on  the  subjects  of  the  negotiation  committed  to  my  day 
by  your  instructions,  and  press,  at  an  early  day,  the  cUv 
for  indemnity  on  the  part  of  those  American  citiseoa  «ft0 
staves  were  illegally  seized  and  confiscated  in  some  dm 
British  islands.  Mr.  VaiPs  last  communication  toM 
Palmerston  upon  the  subject  remains  yet  unanswersd. 

Extract*  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Fanjflk 

dated  July  39,  188«. 
I  received  bv  the  laat  packet  bat  one,  your  despalc^ 
the  14th  of  June,  *  *  *  It  found  me  busily  eafiF 
in  preparing  my  first  commonicalion  to  Lord  PaloMiM^ 
upon  the  claima  of  our  citisena  for  the  aeixon  andmfl^ 
tion  of  theil'  slavea  by  the  British  colonial  aathsrilita  I 
was  consequently  prevented  from  answering  it,ialw 
intended  doing,  last  week.  I  completed  ycatenky  091^ 
gument  upon  tJieee  ckima,  and  placed  it  m  the  hsa^ 
Lord  Palmerston,  with  an  eameat  appeal  fSw aapw^r*J 
final  answer.  •  •  •  I  exprassed,  as  I  was  isitm^ 
to  do,  in  strong  though  rcspeetful  terms^  the  painfal  1^ 
prise  and  regret  of  the  Preaident  at  the  delay  wMck*j 
taken  place  in  the  adjuatment  of  these  claaB%  aci4<ff"*j 
by  an  assurance  from  myself,  that  he  had  not  rdioyD"*! 
the  axpectation  of  iU  atill  being  dona.  *  *  *  |^ 
received  since  my  arrival  here,  lellers  from  saats  ■  ■* 


claimants,  complainiitg  deeply  of  the  delay,  spdwygf^ 
attention  to  their  claima.  I  shall  continue  to  pitn"'* 
at  every  favorable  opportunity,  until  they  ate  '"^^''^^ 
length  of  my  communication  to  Loid  Palmerrtoa «wa« 
enable  me  to  send  you  a  copy  of  it  by  the  pseket  t^esV 
but  it  shall  be  forwarded  next  week,  and  I  shall  fc«lf^ 
fied  if  the  manner  in  which  I  have  fulfilled  year  nitt^ 
tiona  ahall  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Pie^^^ 
yourself. 
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[25tli  CoKo.  Ist  Sesi . 


tttraei  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stevenson  to  Bib'.  Forsyth^ 
dated  August  6,  1636. 

I  now  transmit  to  jou  a  copy  of  my  communication  to 
iord  Palmeraton  upon  the  subject  of  the  shipwrecked  alaves^ 

0  which  I  hope  soon  to  receive  a  favorable  answer. 

Mr.  Stepensen  to  Lord  Pahnsrston. 

The  undOTvigne;),  envoy  extraordinary  and  ininister 
•iiiMpotentiary  of  the  United  dtates,  has  the  honor  to  ac- 
wint  Lord  PalnMrafon,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary 
f  State  fbr  Foreign  Affkifs,  that  the  instra  tions  which 
\k  has  reorived  from  his  Govern ment  make  U  an  indispen- 
ible  aet  of  doty  to  seize  the  eartiest  occasion  ef  c»llingthe 
ttention  of  his  lordsliip  snd  tb^kl  of  Ms  Majesty *8  Oovern- 
iMit,  to  sundry  clshm  of  American  citietins  for  indemnity 
ftra  lafigeinimber  of  slaves  wrecked  near  the  British  islands, 

1  the  iief|)iborhood  of  the  American  continent,  and  which 
^e  seized  and  liberated  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  his 
ffajesty^  Government.     The  nmlersignvd  need  teareely 
imind  fiord  Palmerston  that  it  is  now  more  than  four 
«ira  Moeo  the  first  of  these  cases  (the  <*  Comet'')  was 
»ieiented  to  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's  Government 
UT  Mr,  Van  Buren,  the  then  minister  of  the  UnKod  States 
llhiseoQrt;  since  which,  two  other  cases  (the  '<  Enco- 
■lom"  and  the  •*  Enterprise''^  have  been  added  by  Mr. 
flil,  the  American  cbarg6  d'affaires,  followed  op  by  re- 
nted and  earnest  appeals  in  favor  of  indemnity  for  the 
MMS  incnrred  by  the  selsure  and  confiscation  of  theee 
WSM8  of  slaves,  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
^tes.    Notwithstanding  these  appeala  to  the  equity  and 
Qstiee  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  the  confident  ex- 
Notation  of  ^  Pradident,  as  often  expressed,  that  the  whole 
^n^eesdings  of  the  colonial  authorities  would  be  disavowed, 
Old  a  speedy  adjostnient  of  tiie  claims  have  taken  place, 
M)  other  aiMWeir  has  yet  boon  given  by  hts  MaJesty^s  Gov« 
Moment,  as  th*  nndersigned  has  been  informed,  than  that 
he  solvit  hod  been  referred  to  the  jodidai  committee  of 
^«y  Comieil,  tlie  highest  legal  authority  of  the  Govern- 
>Mnt.  This  delay,  as  Lord  Palmereton  has  heretofore  been 
idvised,  and,   as  might  justly  have  been  expected,  has 
Mosed  extrenM  solicitude  and  regret  on  the  part  of  the 
3k>*emment  and  people  of  the  United  Btates,  arising,  not 
MS  from  the  importance  of  the  principles  involved,  and 
is  value  of  the  rights  believed  to  have  been  violated,  than 
'm»  an  awakened  and  wide-spread  sensibility  in  those  por- 
isns  of  the  confederacy  where  the  existence  of  a  large  slave 
x>pQlation  haft  rendered  the  people  more  keenly  alive  to 
i^ery  thing  which  is  calcnlated  to  disturb  the  relations  ex- 
iting between  the  master  and  slave.     It  is  under  such 
^amstances  that  the  undersigned  has  been  specially  in- 
■Iraeted  by   his  Government  to  press  again  this  subject 
>pon  the  early  and  earnest  attention  of  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, and,  in  doing  so,  he  would  not  fulfil  fho  duty 
Mtjotned  upon  him,  or  act  with  the  frankness  due  to  the  sub- 
let, if  he  did  not  seise  the  occasion  as  a  fit  one  to  Acquaint 
[<oid  Palmerston  that  it   has  not  been  without  increased 
uid  painful  regret  thai  the  President  has  leomed  that  the 
^presentations  which  have  heretofore  been  made  in  favor 
n  these  claims,  have  not  only  failed  in  producing  the  in- 
femnity  to  which  they  were  believed  to  be  entitled,  but  a 
knowl^ge  of  the  grounds  upon  which  it  has  Ven  deemed 
proper  by  his  Majesty's  Government  to  withhold  it.  Whilst, 
however,  these  just  expectations  of  the  President  have  not 
i*^rt  fulfilled,  the  undersigned  is  gratified  in  having  it  in 
Im  power  to  aasure  Lord  Palmerston  they  have  not  been 
Mifiquished,  and  that  the  President  is  still  persuaded  that 
tbfciT  accomplishment  will  result  from  a  careful  review,  by 
hi*  Mejesfy's  Government,  made  in  the  spirit  of  moderation 
and  equity,  of  the  faele  and  considerations  which  belong  to 
the  subject.     Reluctantly  indeed  wc^uld  the  Government  of 
^  United  States  ba  pursuaded  that  the  ileiay  wUch  baa 


already  taken  place  in  the  final  adjustment  of  these  claims, 
was  imputable  to  any  intention  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  to  procrastinate  their  decision,  or  treat  with 
disrespect  or  injustice  tho  Government  or  people  of  the 
United  States. 

The  characters  of  both  Goveilnments  forbid  any  such 
construction.  All  must  believe  that  both  Governments  are 
animated  with  the  same  zeal  to  do  ea<;h  other  equal  jus< 
tice,  and  to  cherish  the  friendly  relations  which  now  so 
happily  subsist  between  them,  and  that  each  is  alike  inca- 
pable of  offering  or  suffering  any  injury  of  this  description. 
In  making  this  renewed  appeal  to  the  well-known  justice 
of  his  Majesty's  Government,  by  order  of  his  own,  the 
undersigned  is  satisfied  that  it  wilt  receive  a  delit>erate  and 
dandid  examination,  and  if  it  shall  appear,  as  he  is  confi- 
dent it  will,  to  1)0  recommended  by  those  principles  which 
it  is  the  interest  as  well  as  the  duty  of  all  Governments  to 
observe  and  maintain,  the  claims  under  consideration  will 
not  only  be  admitted,  but  finally  adjusted  by  his  Majesty's 
Government. 

The  previous  communications  heretofore  made  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Vail  having  placed  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment in  possession  of  full  and  authentic  information, 
not  only  as  to  the  number  and  value  of  the  slaves  seized 
and  liberated,  and  the  circumstances  utider  which  it  was 
done,  but  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  claims  for  indem- 
nity rest,  it  will  not  be  needful,  nor  ia  it  the  intention  of  the 
undersigned,  in  the  remarks  which  he  will  have  the  honor  of 
submitting  to  Lord  Palmerston's  consideration,  to  recapit- 
ulate in  detail  the  statements  or  repeat  th^  arguments  con- 
tained in  the  communications  of  his  predetessors,  and  with 
which  his  lordship  must  doubtless  be  familiar.  The  un- 
dersigned will  therefore  content  himself  with  referring  Lord 
Palmerston  to  these  communications  for  j^roofs  which  it  ia 
unnecessary  to  repeat,  and  for  arguments  which  h^  could 
acarce  hope  to  improve.  As  there  are,  however,  some 
principles  and  doctrines  involved  in  these  proceedings  of 
the  colonial  authorities  so  new  and  alarming,  not  only  to 
national  sovereignty  and  sensibility,  but  to  (he  rights  of 
property  and  the  friendly  relotions  of  the  two  countries,  the 
undersigned  feels  that  he  owes  it  to  his  own  Government,  aa 
well  as  that  of  his  Majesty,  to  present  upon  this  occasion  to 
the  consideration  of  Lord  Palmerston,  the  views  which  have 
suggested  themselves  to  his  mind,  with  the  grounds  upon 
which  they  rest  He  will  do  this  with  all  possible  brevity, 
but  at  the  same  time  with  the  utmost  dmplicity  and  frank- 
ness, assured,  as  he  is,  from  the  diiipositlon  manifested  by 
Lord  Palmerston  throughout  the  negotiation,  that  the  un- 
dersigned could  in  no  other  way  so  well  consult  tho  wishes 
of  his  lordship  or  the  respect  which  he  owes  to  his  Majes- 
ty's Government. 

That  the  remarks  which  he  intends  to  submit  may  be 
clearly  understood  and  applied  to  the  facts  in  proof,  he  will 
very  briefly  restate  the  three  cases  as  they  have  heretofore 
been  presented  to  Lord  Palmerston's  consideration. 

And  first,  as  to  the  Comet.  This  vessel  sailed  in  Janu- 
ary, 1831,  from  the  port  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, (both  ports  being  within  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,)  with  a  cargo  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  native-born  slaves,  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  She  struck  in  the  night  upon  rocks  in  the  Spanish 
Key,  bilged,  and  became  a  wreck  before  day.  The  slaves 
were  all  saved,  and  placed  on  a  reef  of  rocks  in  sight,  from 
which  they  were  soon  afterwards  taken  by  thre^  Bahama 
wrecking  vessels  belonging  to  British  subjects,  and  carried 
into  the  harbor  of  Nassau.  Arrived  on  the  port,  a  boat 
was  despatched  to  adviae  the  American  commercial  agent 
residing  in  Nassau  of  their  distressed  situation,  and  request- 
ing to  be  informed  if  there  was  any  objection  to  entering 
the  port,  end  remaining  until  another  vessel  could  be  pro- 
curedt  in  whidi  the  slaves  might  be  tran^ipped  to  their 
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original  port  of  (]e«ti nation.  On  receipt  of  the  agant's  an~ 
awer,  the  veaael  pasaed  the  bar,  and  came  to  anchor  with- 
in the  liaibor,  when  the  agent  placed  guardi  on  board,  and 
eleven  of  the  slavea  escaped,  and  were  by  the  authoritiea 
of  Nattau  put  in  confinement.  The  remaining  number  were 
afterwards  seized,  libelled  in  the  instance  court  for  a  viola- 
tion of  the  British  statutes  in  relation  to  the  importation  of 
slaves,  but  the  libel,  on  a  hearing,  was  dismissed,  and  the 
slaves  ordered  by  the  court  to  be  restored.  The  colonial 
authorities,  however,  interposed,  refused  to  let  the  slaves 
be  aurrendered,  and  having  declared  them  free,  they  were 
abandoned  by  the  captain. 

The  second  case,  the  Encomium,  took  place  in  183S. 
This  brig,  with  forty-five  slaves  on  board,  sailed  on  the 
2d  of  February,  1832,  from  Charleston,  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  to  New  Orleans.  On  the  night  of  the  4th 
(two  days  only  after  sailing)  she  was  wrecked  on  a  reef 
near  the  island  of  Abaco.  The  slavea  were  landed  on  a 
small  island  called  Finh  Key,  and  taken  by  his  Majesty's 
wreckers  to  the  port  of  Nassau,  in  New  Providence,  where, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Comet,  the  slaves  were  declared  free 
by  the,colonial  authorities,'  snd  accordingly  liberated. 

The  third  case  was  that  of  the  Enterprise,  which  sailed 
Irom  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  Charles- 
ton, in  Sooth  Carolina,  with  seventy-eight  slaves,  the  prop- 
erty also  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  brig  was 
driven  from  her  course  by  tempestuous  weather,  and  compel- 
led, for  want  of  neceasary  provisions,  to  put  into  the  port 
of  Hamilton,  in  one  of  the  Bahama  islands.  On  her  arrival, 
she  was  seized  under  the  pretext  of  having  alaves  on  board, 
but  was  afterwards  released,  and  the  captain  informed  that 
he  might  proceed  on  his  voyage.  Soon  afterwards,  how- 
ever, and  whilst  engaged  in  availing  himself  of  the  permis- 
sion, a  writ  of  habeaa  corpus  was  issued  and  served  upon 
him,  reijuiring  the  production  of  the  slaves  then  on  board 
the  vessel.  The  writ  was  obeyed,  and  on  disembarking 
the  slaves,  they  were  immediately  taken  from  his  custody 
and  declared  free,  in  consequence  of  their  having  been 
landed  in  a  colony  where  slavery  had  ceased  to  eiist. 

These  cases,  it  will  at  once  be  perceived,  are  substantial- 
ly alike  in  their  nature  and  character*  and  involve  the  same 
principles  and  consequences.  The  important  inquiry,  then, 
which  first  presents  itself,  b  this :  Upon  what  grounds  are 
the  proceedings  of  the  colonial  authorities  to  be  justified ', 
and  had  Great  Britain  any  right  to  enforce,  against  these 
vessels,  and  the  pro[)erty  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
the  municipal  laws  of  her  dominions  1  And  here  the  un- 
dersigneil  will  take  occasion  to  remark  that,  whatever  doubts 
might  have  existed  in  the  case  of  the  Comet,  as  to  the  true 
grounds  upon  which  the  authorities  of  Nassau  interposed 
and  liberated  the  slaves,  they  have  since  been  removed  by 
the  proceedings  in  the  subsequent  cases  of  the  Sncomiom 
'and  the  Enterprise. 

By  the  official  declaration  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
New  Providence  in  those  cases,  it  was  expressly  declared 
that,  in  liber Ating  the  slaves,  the  colonial  authorities  acted 
under  no  British  statute  declaring  the  freedom  of  any  slavea 
that  might  be  landed  within  the  British  dominions,  but 
that  it  was  alone  upon  the  authority  of  an  opinion  (which 
they  were  bound  to  respect)  given  by  Sir  Christopher  Rob- 
inson, judge  of  the  vice  admiralty  court,  and  the  late  Lord 
Gifford,  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the 
regulation  of  the  Governors  of  his  Majesty's  colonies,  upon 
the  subject  of  fugitive  and  shipwrecked  slaves  brought 
within  their  jurisdictions.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  that  part  of  the  opinion  in  relation  to  this  subject: 
"  That  all  Africans  east  on  the  shores  of  a  British  euhny 
in  consequence  of  the  wreck  of  the  vessel  in  which  they 
were  conveyed  as  slaves,  are  not  to  be  considered  as  slavu 
Ulegally  imported,  but  as  free  persons  s  and  in  sueh  cases 
we  tfunk  the  Governor  of  the  colony  has  no  power  to  de- 
liver up  these  Africans,  without  their  consent,  to  the  per- 


son claiming  ownership  over  them,  either  for  the  purpsKif 
being  dealt  with  as  slaves  in  the  colony,  or  being  amtBi- 
ed  to  a  foreign  country  for  the  purpose  of  being  »  im 
with.  In  such  case,  as  in  abandoned  staves,  (itifmtU 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Governor  as  persons  in  «veA  a  aXW' 
tion  fnot  being  Africans  J  would  be^  andnoeldmfirih 
demnity  could  be  supported  by  the  supposed  owner  mst- 
count  of  sueh  interference  by  the  Governor."  Thiisp 
ion  was  given  in  1816  in  relation  to  a  Portogoctsflri^ 
engaged  in  the  Airican  slave  trade,  which  wasviciW 
with  a  cargo  of  Africana  on  the  coaal  of  a  Biiliil  mxk' 
meat  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  and  deoUslwii 
ariaen  what,  eouraa  the  Govemer  of  the  coloDy  ta^U 
punue  in  relation  to  the  subjeet,  the  bwaffieoaefte 
Crown  were  conaulted,  and  gave  thia  opinioB.  Of  lb 
doetrinea  contained  in  thia  opinion,  and  of  theb  totsl  ■§• 
conception  and  miaappHcation  by  tba  antboritiss  ef  M* 
Providence,  the  undersigned  will  forbear  at  this  liat» 
eniaige ;  but  he  bega  leave  to  refer  Lord  PalmersM  ttAi 
cummunications  of  his  pradeeesaors  under  dnta  af  dMSM 
of  April,  1883,  and  the  20th^  September,  1634,  Ip  vM 
thb  braneh  of  the  anbject  may  be  exaniaed  and  disisMi 
and  in  which  it  is  clearly  shewn  that  tbia  opinion  wsidni 
intended  to  reach  the  case  of  Afrieans  and  the  Afiitm 
slave  trade,  and  not  the  slaves  of  the  IMited  Stel(M,wi 
that  it  was  therefore  wholly  inapplicable  to  ihecaMSff 
the  anbject  of  consideration  by  his  Majeaty'a  Govcrsoai 
The  claim  of  power,  then,  on  whieh  hie  Majesty'i  Omm^ 
ment  is  left  to  vindicate  the  proceedioga  of  ibeir  eoM 
authoritiea,  mnat  reat  exclnsively  upon  the  pr^»i«"g 
their  West  India  emancipation  act,  passed  in  1834.  TV 
act  aboliahee  alavery  dironghont  the  posaassidii  ifii 
British  Crown,  and  declarea  that,  in  no  part  oixhemf^ 
whether  metropolitan  or  colonial,  ahall  tba  rigbto  laciM 
to  slaveiy  any  longer  be  enforced  ;  that  the  fiigitiv»d«k 
whatever  may  be  bia  obligations,  o?  whatever  the  ngiM 
others  over  him  in  a  foreign  oonntiT,  shall,  wiihiR* 
Britieh  dominivne,  be  henceforth  regarded  and  dcskiM 
aaa  free  man.  With  the  operations  of  thia  act  «fl^ 
the  domipiona  of  Great  Britain,  and  over  iia  '^^i^^ 
reign  nationa  can  have  no  intereat— *the  legislstivc  uip 
dicial  anthority  of  hia  Majeaty's  Government  ovtriti^ 
subjeda  and  oolooies  being  indiaputaUe ;  but  ne  io'fPf' 
dent  nation  will  ever  eonaent  to  eonoede  lo  Great  BM 
under  this  act,  or  any  other,  the  right  to  legiilaie  (i>riM| 
well  as  her  own  dependencies.  It  is  against  all  wc^*^ 
trine  and  ita  conaeq nances,  aa  applicable  to  tba  Up" 
States  and  iu  citizens,  that  the  nnderaigned  new  (sehhf 
self,  as  the  representative  of  hia  country,  called  apM* 
the  mo«t  solemn  manner  to  proteat.  And  beforv f|^?f 
can  be  given  to  anch  a  cUim  of  power  and  jorvdiM 
under  the  West  India  net  of  emancipation,  it  ^l^f! 
combent  on  those  who  aasert  it,  not  only  toestshbavjl 
slavea  are  not  property  within  the  Unitnl  Stated  y** 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  are  prohibited  and  UjmhMW 
I7  the  law  of  nations:  for  if  it  be  true  that,  by  lbse«>^ 
tuUon  and  laws  of  the  United  Btates,  alavee  art  ve^f^ 
ty,  and  the  slave  trade  is  prohibited  by  the  Isw  of  aiM 
then,  indeed,  there  would  be  some  foundatioii  foriM'* 
gument  that,  in  rehttion  to  these  seixuree  and  oofdnciM 
there  had  been  no  violation  of  national  rights  and  oodi* 
to  the  indemnity  asked.  _^^ 

These  two  points  the  undersigned  will  now  proMM* 
examine.  Upon  the  first,  as  lo  the  nature  and  chsmW 
of  the  slave  property  in  the  United  States,  ^^^ 
lies  within  a  narrow  compass,  and  it  will  not  ^"''v^ 
the  undersigned  to  enlarge.  He  feela  aasnieddiitiivf 
only  be  necessary  to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  tke  (M^ 
stons  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States^  and  A^b"! 
of  many  of  the  Sutea,  to  aatisfy  him  of  the  •'^^'^  ' 
alavery,  and  that  slaves  are  there  regarded  and  pi***^ 
property ;  that,  by  iheae  itwf^  there  i%  in  ImI»  80  daMi* 
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OB  in  principle  between  praperty  in  persone  ml  propertj 
\  IhijigB,  and  that  the  Government  have  oiore  tfa«n  onoe, 
1  the  moet  aolemn  manner,  determined  that  slaTea  kilted 
I  the  fttrnoe  of  the  United  Seatee,  ewn  in  a  ttate  of  war, 
reie  to  be  regarded  aa  property  and  not  persons,  and  the 
hvTemment  held  rc9pon8ible  for  their  talue :  that  the  first 
rtiete  of  the  eonstitation  of  the  United  Slates,  apportion- 
i|  representatives  among  the  sereral  States,  expressly  re- 
Bgoises  slavery,  and  incorporates  it  in  the  principles  of 
mr  Government.  Domestic  slavery,  then,  is  not  oniy 
ot  prohibited  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States^ 
Bt  foiins  a  basis  (as  property)  of  their  representation ;  i« 
ifated  into  ^eir  laws  and  mixes  itself  with  all  the  soarees 
f  their  aothoraty.  Nor  is  this  doctrine  of  property  in 
avsB  new  to  Great  Britain.  At  ose  time  the  annah  of 
•r  histery  inlorm  as  that,  by  the  solemn  judgment  of  her 
iche  jodges  and  the  high  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  ne- 
Rtes  were  not  only  regarded  as  property,  but  declared  to 
» Berchandise  within  the  operation  M  her  navigation  laws, 
(least  with  reepeet  to  her  colonies;  and  recently,  (indeed 
l^  period  of  the  seixnre  of  the  Comet,)  her  West  India 
iloBiss  were  filled  with  slaves.  So^  too,  in  her  treaties 
Stb  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  has  repeatedly  recog- 
hsd  the  principle  of  property  in  slaves,  and  as  soeh  made 
NDpenscyon  for  them.  As  ftr  back  ae  the  treaty  of  1 788, 
me  was  a  previnon  ^*tluU  aU  primnen  on  both  aide* 
\ttt  be  Hi  at  iiberiy,  and  hit  Britannic  Majaiy  Bhail, 
Hh  all  tonoenient  spcfif,  tnd  uriikoui  eauiing  any  de- 
imetion^  or  cmrrying  away  any  xienoM  or  erasB  pbov* 
ITT  tf  the  iimcTMon  inkakitanU^  withdrato  all  hiM 
iKM,"  4«.  Again :  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  aa  late  as 
014,  it  waa  provided  in  one  of  the  artklea  **  thai  ail 
fatti  hdsnging  to  eiiher  of  the  parUst  uhall  be  mtrrtnd^ 
itf  wiihout  cauoing  any  detiruetion  or  carrying  away, 
t,  AMY  MLAYMm  Ot  oTna  PBiTATB  PBorxBTT."  Under 
^  titaly  the  abducted  sUvea  were  ascertained  and  paid 
V  bjr  his  Maiesiy's  Government.  It  ie  worthy  of  remark 
kat,^  ia  both  theee  treaties,  negroes  Bnd  slaves  are,  in  /sr« 
M»t  declared  and  admitted  by  both  the  contracting  par- 
Bi  to  be  piopeny.  Regvding  them  as  property  in  her 
itean  treaties,  and  paying  for  them  as  such,  can  it  now 
I  Biaintainsd,  at  least  as  far  as  Great  Britain  and  America 
m  concerned,  that  the  slaves  of  the  latter  are  not  to  be 
ttiidered  as  property,  and  this  too  after  repeated  adjodi- 
itiofls  of  the  highest  tribunals  both  in  England  and  Ame- 
M,  as  weU  as  by  the  law  of  nation^  that  slaves  shall  be 
iguded  as  property  in  every  nation  whoee  municipal  neg* 
ktions  sanction  slavery  t  How  can  the  United  tStates,  as 
sovereign  and  independent  nation,  surrender  the  vital 
i(bt  te  regulate  the  subf eels  of  property  according  to  their 
*B  opinions  of  right,  or  as  convenience  or  poli^  may 
Btate ;  and  what  nation  has  a  right  to  ask  from  her  such 
ncrtfice  %  Such  a  right  she  cannot  and  will  not  consent 
'  smrrender.  The  first  point,  then,  in  support  of  the 
Aim  of  juriediotion  fails*  Nor  is  the  vocation  under  the 
iw  of  nations,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  less 
Mr  and  conclusive. 

When  or  where' baa  the  doctrine  ever  been  established, 
lat  slavery  or  the  slave  trade  wa«  prohibited  or  condemned 
r  the  law  of  nations  1  How  long  has  it  been  since  this 
ide^  once  participated  in  by  the  dnliaed  nations  of  Bu*^ 
^  has  been  regarded  as  criminal  by  the  poblio  law,  or 
I  pKofaibitions  enforred  by  the  confiscation  of  the  property 
^'  those  engaged  in  it  1  When  was  it  ao  considered  by 
M  statetinen  and  jurists. of  Europe  or  America  1  How 
bn  has  thia  question  of  slavery  and  the  sisve  trade  been 
*  subject  of  uljndioation  in  the  British  courts  1  Can 
lere  be  an  inatanee  pointed  out  in  which  Great  Britain 
N»elf,  whenever  the  question  baa  been  made  in  her  courts, 
M  not  admitted,  in  the  moet  aolemn  mahner,  that  the 
»ve  trade  was  not  prohibited  by  the  law  of  natipnsl  Her 
ididal  annals  ai»  filled  with  oaaM  affirming  directly  thia 


doctrine ;  and,  in  proof  of  this,  the  undersigned  begs  leave 
to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  one  or  two  leading  cases.  In 
an  action  bronght  by  a  Spanish  merchant  against  a  captain 
of  the  royal  navy,  for  damages  in  having  seized  his  ship, 
with  three  hundred  slaves,  engaged  in  the  African  slave 
trade,  the  court  of  King's  bench  unanimously  decided  that 
foreigners,  who  are  not  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  their  own 
country  from  carrying  on  the  slave  trade,  may,  in  British 
courts  of  justice,  recover  damages  for  the  wrongful  seizure, 
by  a  British  subject,  of  a  cargo  of  slsveA  on  board  a  ship 
engaged  in  that  trade.  In  that  case  the  following  language 
was  held  by  some  of  the  judges : 

Bay  ley.  Judge,  <*  Although  the  language  used  by  the 
Legislature,  in  the  atatute  referred  to,  is  undoubtedly  very 
strung,  yet  it  can  only  apply  to  British  subjects,  and  can 
only  render  the  slave  trade  unlawful  if  carried  on  by  them. 
It  cannot  apply  in  any  way  to  foreigners.  It  is  true  that, 
if  thfc  were  a  trade  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  a  for* 
eigner  could  not  maintain  the  action  ;  but  it  is  not :  and 
as  a  Spaniard  cannot  be  conaidered  ae  bound  by  the  laws 
of  the  B Irtish  Legislature  prohibiting  this  trade,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  deprive  him  of  a  remedy  for  the  wrong  which 
he  has  sustained.  He  had  a  legal  property  in  the  elaves,- 
of  which  he  was  by  the  defendaiM*s  act  deprived." 

Btei,  Judge,  **  The  ststutes  that  have  been  referred 
to  speak  in  just  terms  of  indignation  of  the  terrible  traffic 
in  human  beings;  but  they  speak  only  in  the  name  of  the 
British  nation.  The  declaration  of  the  Britiah  Legisktura 
that  the  slave  trade  is  contrary  to  justice  and  humanity, 
cannot  affinst  the  subjects  of  other  countries,  or  prevent 
them  from  carrying  on  this  trade  out  of  the  limiu  of  the 
British  dominions.  The  assertion  of  a  right  to  control  th« 
subjects  of  other  States  m  this  respect,  would  be  inconsist* 
ent  with  the  Independence  which  we  acknowledge,  and 
that  every  foreign  Government  posseeses.  If  a  ship  ba 
acting  contrary  to  the  general  law  of  nations,  she  is  there* 
by  subject  to  confiscation ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  that 
the  slave  trade  is  against  what  may  be  called  the  commoa 
law  of  natflona.  It  was,  until  lately,  carried  on  by  all  tha 
natione  of  Rurope.  It  is  clear  that  the  slave  trade  is  not 
condemned  by  the  general  law  of  nations.  The  subjeota 
of  Spain  have  only  to  look  to  the  municipal  laws  of  their 
own  country,  and  cannot  be  affected  by  any  laws  made  by 
our  Government.*' 

Again :  in  some  of  the  more  recent  cases  in  England, 
the  doctrine  was  elaktratcly  considered  by  Sir  William 
Scott,  and  the  previous  decisions  fortified  by  his  high  au- 
thority. These  deeistons  have  justly  been  regarded  as  set- 
tHttg  the  question  in  the  English  courts,  and  throughout 
his  Majesty's  dominions.  The  undersigned  again  prayv 
Lord  Pttlmerston's  attention  to  the  following  language  of 
Sir  William  Scott,  animadverting  upon  a  decision  given  in 
Sierra  Leone,  condemning  a  Swedish  vessel  engoged  in 
the  slave  trade : 

«  This  condemnation,''  says  the  judge,  **  took  place  on 
principles  which  this  court  cannot  in  any  manner  recog- 
rrise,  inasmuch  as  the  eentence  affirma  that  the  slave  trade, 
from  motives  of  humanity,  has  been  abolbhed  by  most  civ- 
ilised nations,  and  is  not,  at  the  present  time,  autlK>rised 
by  any.  The  court  is  disposed  to  go  as  far  in  discounte- 
nancing this  odious  traffic  as  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
principlee  recognised  by  English  Uibuoals,  will  allow  it  ia 
doing ;  but  beyond  these  prtncipiea  it  does  not  feel  itself  at 
liberty  to  travel.  It  cannot  proceed  in  a  sweeping  anath- 
ema of  this  kind  against  propearty  belonging  to  the  sobjecte 
of  other  foreign  independent  states.  The  position  lai«l 
down  In  the  sentence  of  the  court  below,  that  the  alave 
trade  ia  not  aothoriaed  by  any  civilised  State,  is,  unfortu- 
nately, by  no  means  correct,  the  contrary  being  noto- 
rious firom  the  fact  that  it  is  toleratsd  by  some  of  them. 
Thie  trade  was,  at  one  time,  universally  allowed  by  the 
difilMVnt  netiona  of  Euvopc^  and  car lied  on  by  thenr  to  a 
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greater  or  less  eitent,  according  to  thoir  aereral  necaaaitaoa. 
Our  own  country,  it  is  trua^  has  taken  a  more  correct  view 
ot  the  subject,  and  baa  secured  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  as  far  as  British  aubjecis  are  concerned ;  but  it  claima 
no  right  of  enforcing  its  prohibitions  against  the  subjects  of 
those  States  who  have  not  adopted  the  same  opinions  with 
respect  to  the  injuries  and  immoralities  of  the  trade.  It  is 
highly  fit  that  the  judge  of  the  court  below  should  be  cor- 
rected in  the  view  which  ho  has  taken  of  this  qQestion» 
since  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  him  in  his  sentence  is  in- 
consistent with  the  peace  of  this  country  and  the  rights  of 
other  States." 

In  another  case,  on  an  appeal  to  the  high  court  of  ad- 
miralty, the  whole  doctrine  was  again  reviewed,  and  the 
following  stiong  and  marked  language  was  used  by  8ir 
William  Scott,  in  decUring  the  judgment  of  the  court: 

•<  Let  me  not  be  miaunderatood  or  misrepresented  aa  a 
professed  apologist  for  the  practice,  when  I  state  facts  which 
no  man  can  deny :  that  personal  slavery,  arising  out  of  for* 
citile  captivity,  U  coeval  with  the  earliest  history  of  man- 
kind s  thst  it  is  found  existing  (and,  aa  far  aa  it  appear^ 
without  animadversion)  in  the  earlieai  and  must  authentic 
records  of  the  human  race,  and  was  recognised  by  the 
codes  of  the  roost  polished  nations  of  antiquity ;  that, 
ondar  the  ligiit  of  Christianity  hself,  possessaion  9S  per- 
aona  ao  acquired,  baa  been,  in  every  civilixed  coontry, 
iaveated  with  the  character  of  property^  and  aecured 
aa  such  by  all  the  protections  of  law ;  that  solemn  trea* 
ties  have  been  formed^  and  national  monopolies  eagerly 
sought,  to  facilitate  and  extend  the  commerce  in  thia  aa- 
aerted  property ;  and  all  thia  with  tlie  sanction  of  law,  pub- 
Ue  and  municipal,  and  without  any  oppositiou,  except  the 
protests  of  a  few  private  moraliata,  little  heard  and  less  at* 
tended  to  in  any  country,  until  witliin  these  few  years  in 
this  particular  country.  If  the  matter  rested  here,  I  fear 
it  would  have  been  deemed  a  moat  extravagaut  assumption 
in  any  court  of  the  law  of  nationa,  to  pronounce  that  thia 
practice  the  lolerated^-the  approved— -4l)e  encooraged  ob- 
ject of  law  ever  since  man  became  subject  to  law,  was  pro> 
kibiied  by  that  law,  and  was  legally  criminaL  But  the 
matter  doea  not  rest  here.  Within  these  few  yeara,  an 
nndeniable  change  of  opinion  has  taken  place,  particularly 
in  thb  country.  Formal  declaratione  have  been  made, 
and  laws  enacted  in  reprobation  of  thia  pmctice,  and  peine, 
ably  and  zealoualy  conducted,  have  been  taken  to  induce 
ether  couniriea  to  follow  the  example,  but  at  preeent  with 
inaufficient  efiect ;  for  there  are  nationa  which  adhere  to 
the  practice  under  all  the  encouragement  which  their  own 
laws  give.  What  ia  the  doctrine  of  nur  own  courts  of  the 
Ww  ol  nationa  relating  to  them  1  Why,  that  their  prac- 
tice is  to  be  reapected  ;  their  alave«,  if  taken,  reatored  to 
them ;  and,  if  not  taken  under  innocent  mistake,  he  re- 
stored with  cost  and  damagea.  All  this  wisely  upon  the 
ground  thst  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  any  State  ia  ao 
departure  from  the  law  of  nations." 

And  such,  too,  has  been  the  oour^e  of  decisions  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Statea.  The  late  chief  jus- 
tice Marahall,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  Sir  William 
Scott  on  this  subject,  thus  expounds  the  doctrine : 

'*  That  the  course  of  opinion  on  the  slave  trade  ahould 
be  unaettled,  ought  to  excite  no  surprise.  The  christian 
and  civilised  nations  of  the  world,  with  whom  we  have 
intercourse,  have  all  been  engaged  in  it.  However  abhor- 
rent this  traffic  msy  be  to  a  mind  whose  original  fcelinge 
are  not  blunted  by  familiarity  with  the  practice,  it  has  lieeii 
sanctioned,  in  modern  timee^  by  the  laws  of  all  nationa 
who  poesees  distant  coloniee,  each  of  whom  has  engaged 
in  it  a  common  oominercial  business  which  no  other  could 
rightfully  interrupt  It  iias  claimed  all  the  sanction  which 
could  be  derived  from  long  usage  and  general  acquieacence. 
This  trade  cannot  be  comidered  —  contrary  to  the  law  of 
BaUon%  which  was  authorised  and  protected  by  the  lava 


of  all  eomMeitial  nations,  the  righi  to  carry  on  whidi«s 
claimed  by  each,  and  allowed  to  each.  Whatever  m^it 
be  the  anewer  of  a  moralist  to  this  qoestion,  a  jmiglanft 
aeaich  for  ita  legal  aolutioii  in  thoee  principles  of  ^dim 
which  are  aanctioned  by  iisagea,  the  national  acn^  ml 
general  aasent  of  that  portion  ot  the  worid  of  whidi  hi 
Gonsidera  faiomelf  aa  a  part,  and  to  whose  kws  the  sppil 
is  made.  If  we  aaaort  to  thie  standard  aa  tlie  tost  of  aiU^ 
national  law,  the  question  is  decided  in  favor  ef  ika  1^ 
galiiy  of  the  trade.  Both  Europe  and  America  eoibiM 
in  it,  and  for  nearly  two  eentmice  it  wee  esrried  en  villMI 
opposition  and  without  oeneure.  A  jnriat  cannot  ssy  tkrt 
a  practice,  thus  supported,  was  ittegal,  and  that  thsisfi- 
gaged  in  it  might  be  puniahed,  eiilier  peraenally  or  by  di* 
privation  of  their  pioperty.  In  this  comraeree,  that  sa*' 
tinned  by  nniveisai  conaeiit,  •ytrj  nation  bnaeneqori  lighi 
to  engage.  How  ia  thia  right  to  be  loatl  Bach  msy  » 
ruHiAce  it  for  its  own  people,  hot  can  this  reemeiBtioi  ifr 
feet  otheia  %  No  principla  of  general  law  ie  moie  «iif»> 
aally  acknowledged  than  the  perfect  eqneKty  of  n«iMi 
Roaaia  and  Cteneva  have. equal  righta.  U  tesolts  ta 
thia  equality  that  no  one  can  righUully  iBvpoeaanriifi 
another.  Bach  legislalos  for  itself,  hut  ks  legisMsa  m 
operate  on  icsdf  alone.  Aa  no  nation  can  prescribe  •  nb 
for  others,  Bone  can  make  a  law  of  netions,  end  this  OA 
therefore,  remaine  lawful  for  thoee  wboee  QoveraaiiMr 
have  not  forbiddep  it." 

The  underaigned,  in  thtta  bringing  to  the  iriew  ef  M 
Paimeratcsi  these  decisiens  of  the  fingliah  end  Amemii 
eonrta,  waa  aaxions  that  bis  lordship  ahoald  ees  thst  ihi 
only  ground  epoa  whieh  the  legality  of  the  slave  tradikif 
aver  been  nested,  to  wit,  that  il  waa  eontraiy  to  tksliv 
of  nationa,  has  been  finally  and  ooneiaaivcly  settled  leA 
by  the  bench  and  bar  in  both  coontriea.  l^em  is,  tm, 
the  highest  authority  for  assuming  that  alaveiy  and  ill 
slave  trsde  are  not  prohibited  by  the  pahlie  law,  b«  M 
wholly  untouched  by  it.  The  second  and  atrong  gfsmA 
then,  in  vindication  of  the  tight  claimed  to  liberstelhtf 
slavee  by  the  colonial  authoritiee  foila,  aad^  with  ^  4 
course,  tlie  right  iteelf.  If,  then,  before  the  peaMgc  of^^ 
West  India  emancipation  law,  the  slave  trade  wss  li 
only  not  prohibited,  Imt  pniUeted,  the  nest  inqeSry  «M 
preeents  itself  ie  thia:  Can  the  provissona  of  ihil  he, 
whatever  thej  may  be,  change  the  univenal  law,  wtA  Ie 
made  to  operate  upon  the  property  of  American  ddM# 
under  such  drcumetaneea  as  thoee  wkieb  diatingniik  tlMtf 
claima!  What,  then,  ia  the  nature  and  extent sfia^ 
juriadiction  under  thia  acif  That  the  mundpal  km  « 
one  nation  cannot  be  extended  beyond  ita  own  leniMy 
(except  as  regaids  ile  own  aubjecta  or  citltena)  so  «■<> 
bind  the  subjects  or  citiieaa  of  another  nation,  is  s  p^ 
siiion  which  the  ottderalgned  had  auppoeed  wastosdar 
now  to  he  queetioned.  However  differently  the  Ise  flf 
nationa  may  be  ondeietood  in  diffiurent  countrisi^  ititf 
never  been  auppoaed  to  confer  on  ene  nation  the  rigkt  m 
invading,  under  ita  municipal  reguletiona,  the  ligkli « 
property  of  another.  Among  all  the  doabtfol  V^no^ 
^of  public  law  asserted  in  modem  times,  there  is  a^  eoiil 
a  more  alarming  and  daogerooa  character-  thanlAia  w 
reeults  from  the  equality  and  independence  of  netisa^  9 
well  as  the  universal  principles  €ii  right,  that  the  joriiA^' 
tion  intrusted  to  one  neiion,  for  wise  and  eqoitsMs  p^^ 
posee,  by  that  public  law  which  is  common  to  sl^  f^ 
and  ought  not  to  be  ellewed  to  encreech.upon  ihsri|N» 
of  other  nations.  1*he  laws  ef  nations^  which  < 
States  as  so  many  individuala  npon  a  fiMting  of 
equality,  confer  jurisdiction  upon  none  without  si 
to  the  grant  a  condition  that,  in  its  exereie^  it  Aettj* 
trench  upon  the  rights  of  any  other  member  of  tfce|Ww 
eociety  of  nationa.  Regarded  aa  a  ayetem  of  msnl  e^W 
applied  t<^oivit  aeciety,  aait  juatly  i%  Ita  P^^^^f^ 
ftot  ovUj  to  rcs^MCt,  hot  ebield  frefaiafeiafeniBt  tbt  lifMi 


M»i 


■wa- 


Mg$  Encomium  and  Enterpriae, 


P6tli€«ve.  IvtSsfi 


sss: 


til  witbofnk  preferenet  of  ftoy.  To  the  ooBMqueiicefl 
ieh  woukl  follow  froin  the  establUIuneiit  of  &  rtgl^l  ia 
'  one  nation  to  ext«ii4  iu  laws  beyond  its  own  territpry. 

I  iubiecta,  to  those  of  other  natioiie,  none  can  be  ineen- 
e,  and  especially  nations  between  whom  there  eiiats 
h  enlarged  views  of  policy  and  friendship  as  those  of 
t«t  Britain  and  the  United  States.  Ooght  any  single 
ion  lo  deeiw  Or  hope  to  control  the  onivernl  law  1 

II  free  and  sovereign  nations  sabscribe  to  any  such  pre^ 
lion  on  the  part  of  any  ono  I    Ought  they  1     Will  any 

I  nation  agree,  at  the  will  of  another,  to  have  its  sover- 
nty  violated,  and  the  property  of  its  oititens  sacrificed, 
I  they  reduced  to  ruin  I  Besides  the  peculiar  character 
the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  which 
h  a  power  would  deiitM>y,  would  not  its  exeicife  tend 
Ifiw  them  from  those  peaceful  and  friendly  relationi^ 
Ml  the  continuance  of  which  the  interests  and  happiness 
both  so  especially  depend  1  Upon  this  subject  the  nn- 
ligiked  speaks  with  the  -utmost  confidence  when  he 
feies  Lord  Palmerslon  that  the  claim  of  power  involved 
ihese  proceedings  of  the  colonial  aothoritief^  swelling  as 
loat  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  not 
y  ovei  its  own  dominions  and  subjects^  bot  giving  a  dt- 
k  and  unqualified  control  over  other  nations  and  their 
100%  can  never  be  conceded  by  the  Government  of  the 
iled  Slates^  without  enrrendering  its  independence  and 
iieigoty  aa  a  nation,  and  disregarding  those  high  obli* 
iima  of  doty  which  it  owes  to  its  own  citizens  and  the 
er  nations  of  the  woHd.  Bat  as  such,  inr  tnith,  the 
ih  or  dootane.of  Great  Britain,  and  will  his  Mi^esty'a 
•srnment  support  their  cobnial  authorities  in  asserting 
enjbrdng  it  1  It  is  presumed  not.  And  here  it  be- 
Dss  important  to  inquire  into  the  objects  and  cbaraoter 
bar  act  of  Wesl  India  emancipation,  npon  which  must 
V  sxokisfvely  rest  the  justification  of  the  oeiaures  and. 
i6scalioas  in  these  cases.  Did  the  Parliament  thai 
Md  that  act  intend  to  confer,  under  its  provisions,  any 
h  power  upon  his  Majesty's  Government  or  iu  colonial 
iMrities  1  That  they  did  not,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
AarsigBed,  more  Uiao  apparent ;  and  he  is  justified  in 
I.  opinion,  n^t  lose  by  the  language  of  the  act  than  by  its 


The  leading  motives  of  those  who  posed  that  law  euk* 
V  be  thinks*  bs  miaimken.  That  they  were  to  place  the 
Poias  of  the  British  Crown  upon  the  same  fiootinir  with 
'  mother  country  in  raktton  to  their  slave  popubitiim^ 
1%  it  is  presumed,  can  doubt.-  Regarding  domestic  sla- 
y  as  a  aeeial  and  mcNral  evil,  the  British  Parliament  in* 
M  (and  it  waa  so  declared  at  the  time)  this  act  as  the 
ittly  ibr  its  final  extinguishment.  •  It  was,  however,  for 
lat  Britain  and  fasr  ootonies,  and  not  for  America,  that 
y  i(>giahitsd.  f  t#as  bv  the  force  of  example,  and  not 
municipal  anactments/ ^bat  they  hoped  and  intended  to 
^  the  laws  and  inatitoliono  -of  other  nations  npon  this 
ply  interesting  and  agitating  sulijeot. 
K  (lifierent  and  more  enlarged  interpretation  of  the  act  is 

•  only  unauthorised  by  its  language,  but  would  be  uii» 
table  U>  its  objects,  and  at  variance  with  the  rights  of  all 
ler  nations.  And  such,  too,  the  undersigned  is  happy 
believe,  was  the  view  taken  of  it  by  one  of  the  preaent 
ightened  and  distinguished  nunisteia  of  his  Majesty's 
varnmeot,  in  official  instructions  given  by  him  to  the  lo« 
authorities  of  the  colonies,  for  their  government  under 

■  act,  aoon  after  its  passage.  In  proof  of  this  the  un* 
signed  begs  leave  to  refer  Lord  PalmeFston  to  the  cireu- 
dttpatch  which  Mr.  Becretaty  Boring  Rice  gave  to  the 
'varnors  of  the  West.  India  colonies,  including  the  Ba- 
naa  and  Bermuda,  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to 
>  Mauritius,   dated  the  4th  of  November,   1834.     In 

*  despatch  the  following  language  waa  held  by  Mr.  Bee- 
•Jy  Rice :  «  The  aboUHon  of  slavery  on  thefint  of 
^^  did  noi  impose  the  duty  or  confer  on  ue  a  right 


qff^arthaing  the  tame  result  in  foreign  countries^  hy  pre 
footing  the  aeserUon  of  their  elaus^  or  by  an^  other  tndt 
reei  methods.  After  the  lapse  of  manv  yeara,  the  Pariia 
meni  and  people  of  this  reahny  aided  oy  and  associated  ti 
this  great  work  with  the  Legislatures  of  the  British  eolo 
niss^  haue  established  the  principle  that  domestic  slavery  i 
a  moral  and  social  soil,  lohich,  as  a  matter  of  wise  policy 
as  well  as  of  moral  and  social  duty,  it  becofne  neeessarx 
to  extinguish.  But  we  hone  noetatm  to  demand  the  adop 
tion  of  that  principle  by  other  nations*  On  the  corUrary 
we  mmi  respect  in  them  that  proprietary  right  which  w 
have  so  long  exerted  and  exercised  ourselves.  The  more 
in^ftuetiee  oj  our  example  will  not  be  without  a  salutary 
and,  as  I  trust,  an  early  ^ect  upon  the  slave  codes  o 
other  States.  In  the  mean  time,  justice  and  humanit] 
concur  in  rejuiring  us  ruthfr  to  discourage  than  promoi 
the  resort  of  foreign  fugitive  slaves  to  the  shores  of  ou 
own  eolofiies,"  Tbia  language  is  too  clear  to  be  misundei 
stood  or  leeisted.  It  fixes  the  true  character  and  object  c 
thta  law,  and  abows  its  total  incompetency  to  justify  th 
proceedings  of  the  colonial  authorities  in  rebition  to  thea 
cases.  It  may  then  foirty  be  assumed  that  slavery,  no 
beiag  prohibited  by  the  law  of  nations,  or  the  Governmen 
and  Taws  of  the  United  States,  but  pfv»tected  by  both,  an 
Great  Britain  having  no  right  to  extend  her  laws  beyon 
her  territories,  (exoepi  as  regards  her  own  subjects,)  an 
not  intending  that  her  act  of  West  India  emaneipatio! 
should  be  so  regarded,  the  i«roceedtngs,  in  these  cases,  i 
her  colonial  authorities,  were  unauthorised  and  illagaj 
and  the  indemnity  asked  of  his  Majesty's  Government  bot 
equitable  and  jost.  Here-  tho  atgvment  on  the  questio 
of  power  might  safely  be  concluded,  but  the  undemlgne 
wishes  to  consider  it  under  the  most  favorable  light  in  whic 
it  can  be  placed  for  those  who  justify  the  proceedings  of  th 
colonial  authorities. 

Let  it  then  be  conceded,  for  pirposes  of  illastration,  thi 
the  colonial  authorities  had  the  right  of  libomtiug  America 
slaves  seeking  the  protection  of  Great  Britain,  or  oarrie 
within  her  donuoions,  it  is  yet  maintaified  tha^  before  tb 
jurisdiction  can  attach,  the  possession  of  the  slaves  mui 
have  been  acquired  rightfuHy,  and  not  in  violation  of  an 
of  the  principles  of  public  law,  or  the  usages  of  civituBs 
nations.     Let  these  cases  be  tested  by  ihis  standard. 

These  vesaela,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  betonged,  wit 
their  cargoes,  to  •  nation  at  peace  vrith  Geaai  Britati 
They  were  engaged  in  transporting  from  one  part  to  an 
other  oi  their  own  conntry,  the  property  of  its  own  dtizent 
That,  by  the  laws  of  that  conntry,  and  of  the  ee^aral  Btatei 
the  right  of  transporting  their  slaves  is  espaciaHy  protects 
and  guarded.  TfaAt  these  vessels,  sailing  under  the  protei 
tion  of  the  law  of  nations  and  existing  commercial  treatiei 
snfTered  shipwreck,  under  the  most  sppatting  drcomstan^ 
npon  the  British  coast.  The  cases  are  purged  of  any  it 
leetional  violation  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  by  cki 
and  irrefragable  proofs.  Their  avowed  destination  was  I 
tho  United  States.  They  were  seised  by  British  wreoken 
in  an  open  sea,  and  carried  into  port.  The  prtitests  of  fli 
masters  were  disregarded ;  the  complaints  of  the  eommerdi 
agenta  treated  with  contempt,  and  the  slaves  iiberatec 
Can  the  acts  of  these  wreckers,  in  seietng  these  vessels  an 
their  cargoes^  be  mado  to  afieci  their  innocent  owners 
Are  they-  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  acts  of  British  sul 
jects  1  Would  it  bo  just  to  visit  upon  the  owners  of  prof 
erty,  under  such  circumstancea,  the  eina  of  others,  or  tli 
acta  of  Godi  But  if  these  vessels  l|pd  begn  engaged  in 
trade  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  and  the  municipal  lavi 
of  thoiF  own  country,  and  consequently  aubject,  by  th 
pubKc  law,  to  seixure  and  confiscation  by  Great  Britain,  < 
her  colonial  anthoritiea,  coming  under  other  circumstance 
into  their  power,'  yet,  did  not  the  simple  fset  of  having  ol 
tained  posaession  of  them,  through  the  means  ofshiptoret 
and  necessity,  interpose  a  barrier  against  the  exercise  < 
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power  which  the  civi}iM<I  nations  of  ^he  world,  at  all  titties 
and  uod«sr  all  circumfitaticet,  have  acknowledged  and  held 
•acred  and  of  binding  force  ?  And  how  strongly  is  sueh  a 
claim  of  protection  illustrated  l»y  the  doctrines  of  public 
law,  and  the  practice  of  civil ixed  nations  in  relation  to  a 
state  of  war.  After  a  declaration  of  vrar,  Vattel  declaree 
that  the  sovereign  cannot  detain  the  peisone  or  property  of 
the  subjects  of  the  enemy  who  are  within  his  dominions  at 
the  time  uf  the  dedaratioii  of  war,  but  is  boand  to  allow 
them  time  to  withdraw ;  and  if,  after  reasonable  time  al- 
lowed, they  are  detained  by  iasurmoantable  impediments, 
as  sickness  and  the  like  causes,  the  time  mast  be  eitended. 
Hence,  too,  the  tribunals  of  the  law  of  nations,  beftvre  they 
have  enforced  the  prtnciples  of  blockade,  have  umfoimly 
admitted  that,  if  a  party  be  led  into  the  blockaded  port  by 
some  accident  which  he  could  not  control,-  or  for  want  of 
aomc  information  which  he  could  not  obtain,  he  shall  be 
excused,  and  suffered  to  depart.  Nor  is  this  doctrine  of 
•ztending  protection  to  the  shipwrecked  and  unfortunate 
unknown  to  Great  Britain.  She  has,  herself  oonaecratad 
it  in  her  practice,  under  the  most  rigid  system  of  her  block- 
ade and  prtie  laws.  In  proof  of  this,  the  undersigned  will 
content  himself  with  referring  to  a  single  and  leading  case. 
In  the  case  of  the  Diana,  the  coumrii,  in  l€00,  restored  an 
enemy's  ship  for  the  singlo  reason  that  she  had  been  com- 
pelled to  enter  the  port  b^  Hreia  of  weather^  and  U>  avoid 
thipwreek.  Upon  that  occasion  the  Attorney  General  satd, 
"J  should  equa&y  fail  in  my  respect  to  myself  and  to  the 
eounail  before  wfutm  J  have  the  honor  4o  represent  the  Gofo* 
ammentf  were  Tiwt  to  maintain  a  principle  eonseeraied 
by  our  laws^  mid  those  of  all  natifins.**  80,  too^  Sir  WU- 
!iam  tkott,  in  another  case,  declared  **tktU  an  imperaHve^ 
overruling  eompukion  to  enter  a  blockaded  port,  such  as 
eo^itinued  gale  or  shipwreck,  will  sdways  excuse*"  If, 
then,  this  doctrine  of  numanity  is  to  be  respected  and  en- 
fmrced  upon  the  sohjeot  of  blockade  (the  most  severe  and 
harsh  in  its  operation  of  any  in  the  whole  code  of  public 
law)  in  the  case  of  a  common  enemy,  with  what  peculiar 
force  is  it  applicable  to  two  nations  situated  as  Great  Britain 
and  America  now  are!  There  is  believed  to  be  no  warrant 
lor  tbo  etereise  of  such  ft  power,  under  such  circumstances, 
in  the  opinion  of  any  respectable  writer  upon  public  law ; 
no  written  or  lecotded  precedent  in  the  practice  of  any  of 
the  civilized  nations  of  the  world.  ShaH  the  barbarous 
practice  of  andent  timei*,  ^  which  took  that^diich  the  tem- 
pest spared,^'  be  again  revived  1  Shall  miafoitune  and  ship, 
wreck  be  constdrred  criminal,  «ijd  confidenoe.in  the  justice 
and  hospitality  of  a  friendly  nation  be  punished  by  iotfsiu 
ure  and  confiscation  t  Will  a  nation,  standing  so  pre-em- 
inently high  as  Great  Britain,  lend  its  sanction  to  doctrines 
oondcmned  alik^  by  reason  and  justice ;  by  that  law  which 
flo^s  from  and  is  founded  on  them ;  and  by  the  nniverwd 
voice  of  every  civilized  nation— doctrines  which  received  the 
solemn  denunciation  and  reprobation,  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  world,  of  her  own  high  tribunals  1  That  it  will  not, 
the  undersigned  will  not  permit  himself  lor  a  moment  to 
doubt.  80  much  as  to  the  general  principles' involved  in 
these  claims.  Before,  however,  closing  the  discussion, 
(upon  which,  perhaps,  he  has  dwelt  too  long,)  the  under- 
signed will  take  occasion  to  offer  s  single  remark  upon  the 
course  which  the  Government  of  the  United  t^tes  have 
felt  it  their  duty  to  take  upon  the  subject  of  the  Affican 
slave  trade.  He  ir  aware,  aa  is  probably  Lord  Palmerston, 
that  there  is  supposed  to  exist  some  degree  of  inconsistency 
botwet'U  the  mQ^wur^taken  by  the  American  Governmertf 
for  the  abolition  of  that  trade,  and  the  doctrines  whieh  it 
now  maintains ;  but  is  there,  in  truth,  any  color  for  such 
an  imputation  1  I'hat  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
have  used  all  the  means  in  its  power,  consistently  with 
the  constitution^  and  the  righta  of  the  cnnfedemted  Btates, 
to  sbolish  this  trade^  US  most  true;  but  it  has  been  ..done 
alone  by  the  force  of  municipal  laws  and  regulations.   They 


havo  not  only  prohibited  it  to  tbdr  own  dtiwM  hfyttd 
aa  well  sa  revenue  and  trade  laws,  bttt  made  it  a  liigb  oia- 
inal  offence,  and  pvintabed  it  as  pimcy.  The  eurtstoff 
domestic  sbveiy  in  the  United  States  forms  no  new  fcr 
extending  the  guilt  or  misery  of  the^AfiricaD  tUn  tnde.  It 
sboaM  be  borne  in  mind  by  thoee  who  ate  oiAnidiBg  tk 
United  States  with  inconsistency,  that  slaveiy  vis  iiAs- 
duoed  among  them  during  their  eolonial  depeodeace,  mi 
•gainst  the  solemn  remonatraneea  of  their  legisbtivtcNo- 
dts.  AmerioB.  did  not  introduce  iL  There  is  us  attiN, 
then,  that  has  any  right  to  reproach  her  for  soppwed  ii- 
conaisten^  in  her  honest  efforts  to  extirpate  the  litTeliili 
whilat  she  yet  tolerates  domestic  slavery.  The  hit  if  1 
matter  not  fer  other  nations^  but  for  herself  alone  i  Ma 
to  the  Hrst,  the  undersigned  will  take  oeesaion  toiaj  tbi, 
whilst  monyr  najr  most  of  the  civilized  natieac  of  th 
world,  were  engaged  in  this  odious  traffic,  and  whihtU  va 
sanctioned  hy  moat  of  Uie  nations  having  cokMiies,  anJ  «i» 
engaged  in  it  aa  a  commercial  business,  Ameiiea  M  At 
way,  and- was  foremoet  among  all  Christendom  in  adi|6| 
and  enfonfiiug  ^be  most  rigorous  measures  for  its  finds«>J 
throw.  Tn  resietiiig,  thea,  tho  right  of  his  Msj<sty*bdh 
nial  authorities  to  ounfiscato  the  property  nf  iii  dam 
end  supporting  their- claims  for  indemnity,  theGovenMt 
of  the  United  Statea  -are  not  only  consistent,  botan  Mfr 
Mng  the  lughcat  ebligasiona  of  duty ;  and  the  ufidrrapii 
wishes  it  to  he  distinctly  understood  that  his  Gevenncit, 
in  the  coorae  which  It  is  taking  tipoo  this  subject,  Ssium 
ar^  wish  of  conneotiog  it  with  the  poKcjr  of  the  two  om- 
tries  upon  the  subject  of  the  aholitiim  of  the  Afiicis  dM 
trade.  He  feels  justi^ed,  theo,  in  aoleninly  and  eeaMifldk 
aaseiting  that  the  course  of  the  Government  of  tkslM 
States  in  relation  to  this  subject,  affords  no  just  gnMoi  if 
any  supposed  imputation  of  inconaiateacy.  Tbui  mA 
the  undersigned  has  felt  it  his  duty  to  «ay,  in  nadMi 
of  his  Government,  upon  the  subject ;  if  be  had  esid  te 
that  duty  would  have  reproached  him. 

Upon  the  chmrecter  of  the  indemnity,  and  smmii^ 
compeneation,  it  will  not  bemeceseary  at  this  tiois  !»■! 
any  thing.  That  will,  as  a  mattered  course,  beooBMtd^ 
ject  of  negotiation^  after  the  priiuaideaiiivol«Bd  dttOfci" 
been  aettled.  Should  however  hia  Majesty*s  GeveniBai 
finally  detflvmine  to  make  oompcoaatioo,  rather  dm  T^ 
turn  the-slBv^  or  ahoold  the  retina  of  die  shvcsbMH 
impraeticable  onder  any  impHcd  fidth  whaeh  wj  bvi 
besiL  pledged  to  the  slave*  by  tho  coloaial  aathofilM^  ^ 
the  undersigned  prssumea  (in  the  abeontse  of  aiij  sfuti 
instructions  from  his  Go^rnment  on  tfao  suhisot)  tbt^ 
violation  of  any  aoch  pledge  will  not  he  requited  «tkrlv 
the  claimants  or  hia  Government ;  but  satisfodofytnim^ 
menta  can  be  made  for  Mcertaining  the  valoe  of  Uwili<^ 
and  the  iniurieeeustaioed,  and  such  dAipensatiflBscn^ 
aa  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  <&*in3ay  justify. 

The  underelgned  has  now  had  the  honor  of  pwcM 
to  Lord  Piilmerston  the  views  which  have  suggerted  ik«- 
selves  to  his  mind  upon  this  important  sulged.  B»  ^ 
endeavored  to  urge  them  in  a  manner  due  to  ^'vOft^ 
of  the  subject  and  the  interests  and  feelings  of  kpl^ 
country^-  and  with  sentiments  of  profou&d  rsspset  fit w 
Majesty's  Government.  In  forbearing  to  prisi  tbe  j#^ 
fuHher  upon  the  attention  of  I#onl  Pafaai  istJiij  ll»jPJ^ 
signed  feels  assured  that  a  mind  less  iiberai  and  esMl^Mm 
than  his  lordehip*s  will  perceive,  not  oiaiij^^^ 
est  which  the  sttb|eet  poesesaas  but  the  jostfRNmdiV* 
which  the  daims  for  indemnity  rest,  atul  that  tM^ 
constitute  a  sufficient  motive  with  hie  lordship  ^^^'f 
his  intcr|K>sitSon  with  his  Msjesty*s  GoveriuDeat-fii  wer 
speedy  adjustment,  in  the  manner  beat  adapted  tejl^' 
compllshment.  As  the  Government  of  the  DflN[fN^ 
expects  from  the  undersigned  an  early  eommuokftMvpJ' 
the  subject,  he  feeU  assured  that  his  lordship  «ifl  ^ 
plc*asute  in  enabling  him  toiiilfil  the  expecUtioa  io  a  ^^ 
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ictory  mtnner.  The  andenigncd,  however,  cannot  con- 
uit  to  eloee  thie  note  withoat  asain  ezpreMing  to  Lord 
^almerstoQ  the  full  con6dence  which  the  Pretident  of  the 
rnNed  States  feels,  not  only  in  the  disposition  of  his 
f  ajesty's  Government  to  do  justice  to  these  claims,  but  in 
u  einoere  wish  to  prseerve  the  friendly  relations  between 
le  two  countries,  and,  if  the  efforts  of  the  undersigned  in 
le  final  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  interesting  sub- 
.'ct  shall  be  crowned  with  success,  it  will  give  him  a 
>Qrce  of  high  and  durable  pleasure. 

The  undersigned  eagerly  avails  himself  of  the  occasion 
gaio  to  renew  to  Lord  Palmer»ton  the  assurance  of  his 
lost  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  STEVENSON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,   Stevenson  to  Mr,  Forsyth^ 
dated  August  2!t,  1886. 

As  yet  I  have  received  no  answer  from  my  communica- 
on  upon  the  subject  of  the  shipwrecked  slaves.  Apart 
om  the  intrinsic  difficulties  which  the  sul^ect  itself  at  the 
reocnt  moment,  presents  to  the  ministry,  arising  out  of 
libKc  sentiment,  the  dissolution  of  Parliament  and  the 
recs  of  interesting  afliurs  which  continually  demand  the 
Aeotion  ol  the  cabinet  have  probably  contributed  to  delay 
le  answer.  As  most  of  the  ministers  have  left  town  for 
10  country,  nothing  will  be  done,  I  presume,  until  they 
ilura  in  the  fall.  I  shall  not  fail  to  renew  the  subject  at  a 
roper  time»  and  press  its  decision. 

Extract  (fa  letter  from  Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.   Forsyth, 

dated  October  5,  1836. 

I  have  yet  received  no  answer  to  my  communication 
pon  the  subject  of  the  shipwrecked  slaves.  Indeed  at  this 
mod  of  the  year,  ministers  are  so  frequently  out  of 
Mrs,  and  the  opportunities  of  having  decisions  of  the 
kiveniment  upon  important  questions  so  rare^  that  it  is 
lAcnlt  to  say  when  an  answer  may  be  expected.  I  shall 
Mithiae,  however,  to  urge  the  importance  of  an  early  and 
mU  deehaoo,  and  especially  before  the  ensuing  seaston  of 
loBgross. 

\xiraet  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr»  Forsyth, 
dated  November  19,  1886. 

Tio  answer  has  yet  been  received  to  my  note  about 
le  shipwrecked  sisves,  nor  can  I  say  when  one  may  be 
cpected.  As  soon  as  the  ministers  of  the  cabinet  return  to 
»vrn  I  will  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
10  subject  and  urge  a  decision. 


I  presume  I  shall  get  an  answer  to  this 

•  •  •  •  • 


7jetrael  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
dated  Deeembet  14,  1896. 

I  hsd  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  of  receiving*  before 
lis  time,  an  answer  to  my  last  communication  to  the  Gov- 
rnment  here,  upon  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  our  citi- 
Btus  for  their  shipwrecked  slaves.  Having  been  disap^ 
ointed  in  this,  and  seeing  no  prospect  of  any  thing  being 
[>ne,  I  determined  to  make  another  effort,  and  accordingly 
idressed,  yesterday,  to  Lord  Palmerston,  a  note  on  the 
abject,  urging  the  necessity  of  a  decision,  and  desiring  to 
pow  when  one  might  be  expected.     I  transmit  herewith 

copy  of  my  note,  by  which  you  will  see  that  I  have 
rtmed  the  subject  with  the  earnestness  and  in  the  manner 
lat  the  character  of  the  delay  and  the  circumptanoee  under 
^bieh  it  has  taken  plaoe  lequired.  Indeed,  afUr  a  delay 
f  so  many  yeara  in  the  adjustment  of  mere  private  claims, 
mounting  almost  to  a  denial  of  juatice,  I  deemed  it  proper 
>  make  my  note  aa  short  aa  I  eonJd  well  do,  consistently 
rith  delicacy  to  the  Govemmani  hen  and  the  eelf*respeet 
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due  to  our  own. 

note. .  * 

Should  the  delay  continue,  and  the  President  o^  yourself 

wish  any  other  and  alronger  atep  to  be  taken,  I  shaU  expect 

to  be  advised  on  the  subject,  and  the  degree  of  urgency  that 

I  am  to  adopt.     I  pray,  therefore,  to  be  honored  with  your 

instructions. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Lord  Palmerston. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  again 
to  call  the  attention  of  Lord  Palmerstout  his  Majesty's 
principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  the 
several  communications  heretofore  made  to  his  Majesty'a 
Government  in  behalf  of  the  claims  of  certain  dtizens  of 
the  United  States  for  injuries  sustained  by  them  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proceedings  of  the  British  colonial  authori- 
ties of  the  Bahamas. 

By  reference  to  these  communications,  it  will  \m  seen 
that  the  first  of  these  claims  was  presented  to  the  consider- 
ation of  his  Majesty's  Government  as  early  as  February, 
1832,  and  the  last  of  them  as  far  back  as  May,  1836,  and 
that  more  than  four  months  have  elapsed  since  the  last 
note  which  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
Lord  Palmerston  was  received,  to  which  no  answer  has 
yet  been  given.  Having  in  that  communication  expressed 
to  his  lordship,  as  he  was  instructed  to  do,  the  disappoint- 
ment and  regret  with  which  the  delay,  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty's  Government,  in  deciding  these  claims,  had 
been  regarded  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  confident  expectation  entertained  by  the  President 
that  no  further  delay  would  be  suffered,  but  that  an  early 
decision  of  them  would  be  made,  the  undersigned  had 
flattered  himself  with  the  hope  that  he  should  not  only  be-  "" 
fore  this  time  have  been  honored  with  an  answer  to  his 
communication,  but  that  he  should  have  had  it  fn  his  pow- 
er to  have  communicated  to  his  Government  the  gratifying 
intelligence  of  the  final  and  satisfactory  adjustment  o?  the 
whole  subject.  Disappointed  in  this  reasonable  expecta- 
tion, the  undersigned  feels  himself  constrained,  as  well  by 
considerations  of  what  is  due  to  the  claimants  as  a  sense 
of  duty  to  his  Government,  to  make  another,  and,  he 
hopes,  more  successful  sppeal  to  the  candor  and  justice  of 
his  Majesty's  Government.  In  doing  so  the  undersigned 
will  abstain  from  entering  into  aniy  further  discussion  of 
the  merita  of  these  claims,  or  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
colonial  authorities  under  which  the  injuries  for  which  in- 
demnity is  asked  were  committed.  This  has  been  too 
fuliy  and  recently  done,  both  by  the  undersignod  snd  his 
predecessors,  to  render  a  recapitulation  either  necessary  or 
proper.  The  undersigned  will,  therefore,  content  himself 
with  again  inviting  the  attention  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  the  subject,  in  a  confident  hope  that  the  difficul- 
ties which  have  heretofore  prevented  an  earlier  decision  of 
the«e  claiids  will  be  removed,  and  a  speedy  adjustment  of 
them  be  promptly  made. 

That  his  Msjesty'e  Government  are  sincerely  desirous  to 
do  impartial  justice  to  theee  claims,  as  well  as  avoid,  with 
scrupulous  regard,  all  unnecessary  delay  in  their  settle- 
ment, the  undersigned  will  readily  admit;  but,  that  hie 
Majesty's  Government  have  been  fully  sensible  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  principles  involved  in  them,  or  of  the  in* 
jurious  consequences  which  have  resulted  from  the  detay 
in  their  final  disposition,  he  must  be  permitted  to  donbt. 

Of  the  character  and  consequences,  however,  of  the  pro- 
tracted delay  which  has  taken  place,  the  undersigned  will 
ftnbear  to  speak.  Sensible  as  he  is  of  the  various  and  im- 
portant matters  which  must  necessarily  demand  the  time 
and  attention  of  his  Majeety's  Government,  the  undersign- 
ed has  supposed  it  not  improbable  that  the  subject  of  theee 
claims  may  have  been  regarded  aa  matters  •''eecondarf 
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consiiieration,  and  have,  conjequently,  been  postponed  for 
other  more  pressing  concerns  by  his  Majesty's  Government. 
It  is  in  this  view  that  the  undersigned  feels  himself  justified 
in  again  inviting  the  attention  of  Lord  Palmcrslon  to  the 
Bubject,  and  making  another  appcsi  to  the  justice  of  his 
Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  liegs  leave  respectfully  to 
renew  to  Lord  Palmerston  his  cnlrcaties.for  an  early  and 
amicable  adjustment  of  these  claims,  and  to  request  his 
lordship  to  place  l»efore  his  Majesty's  Government  the  as- 
surance that,  whilst  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales 
would  continue  to  regard  with  profound  regret  and  in- 
creased sensibility  any  further  delay  in  this  matter,  it  yet 
entertains  the  confident  expectation  that  his  Majesty's 
Government,  sensible  of  the  high  obligations  it  owes  as 
well  to  itself  as  to  the  United  Slates,  will  not  longer  con- 
sent to  postpone  the  decision  of  a  subject  which  has  been 
for  so  many  years  under  its  consideration,  and  the  effect 
of  which  can  be  none  other  than  to  throw  not  only  addi- 
tional impediments  in  the  way  of  an  adjustment  and  in- 
crease tho^  feelings  of  dissatisfaction  and  irritation  which 
have  already  been  excited,  but,  by  possibility,  tend  to  dis- 
turb and  weaken  the  kind  and  amicable  relations  which 
now  so  happily  subsist  between  the  Iwo  countries,  and  on 
the  preservation  of  which  so  essentially  depend  the  inter- 
ests and  happiness  of  both. 

The  pure  and  lofty  principles  which  the  Government  of 
the  United  Stales  never  cense  to  cherish  and  practise  in 
its  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and  its  confidence  in 
the  good  failh  as  well  as  justice  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, forbid  any  apprehension  that  the  just  expectation 
which  it  has  formed  of  an  immediate  and  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  these  claims  by  his  Majesty's  Government  will 
not  be  promptly  met  and  fully  realized. 

As  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  will  expect  to  hear 
from  the  undersigned,  at  an  early  day,  upon  this  subject, 
and  may  wish  to  make  known  to  Congress  (now  in  ses- 
aion)  ihe  present  state  of  the  negotiation,  the  undersigned 
prays  that  Lord  Palmereton  will  have  the  goodness  to  in- 
form him  whether  his  Majesty's  Government  have  come 
to  any  decision  respecting  these  claims,  and,  if  not,  at 
whai  time  one  may  be  expected. 

The  undersigned  requests  Lord  Palmerston  to  accept 
renewed  assurances  of  his  distinguished  respect  and  con- 
sideration. A.  STEVENSON. 

23  Portland  Place,  December  13,  1836. 


oollectora  of  the  principal  cuatom-houaes  were  also  iiutnci- 
cd  to  communicate  such  facts  in  relation  to  ihesulJMtii 
they  might  be  able  to  obtain  at  their  respective  ports.  Tb 
answers  to  these  inquiries  are  contained  in  the  ptpenliaa- 
with  transmiUed,  numbered  from  1  to  19, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obediat 
servant,  LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Secrctarjf  of  ike  Treantnf, 

To  the  Hon.  Mahtih  Va!v  Buebv, 

Vice  President  U.  S.  and  President  of  Senate, 

(A.) 

Circular  to  certain  Consuls  and  Commercial  agoiU^ 

the  United  States. 

TeKASCRT  DiPARTMEWT,  Julj/  7,  1886. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  invite  your  special  attention  totb 
annexed  resolution,  adopted  by  the  Senate  of  the  VM 
States  on  the  fourth  of  the  present  month,  directing  tb 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  collected  aod  hid 
before  that  body,  at  its  next  session,  information  respeciiiif 
the  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great  Britain  and  etba 
places,  &c.  Believing  that  your  official  station  aflbrii 
you  facilities  of  obtaining  important  information  apootkii 
subject,  I  will  thank  you  to  procure,  from  authentic  soano, 
such  facts  relating  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  resoh- 
tion  as  will  enable  this  Department  to  comply  with  tbe^ 
rccttons  of  the  Senate.  I  should  be  pleased  to  befunM 
with  your  answer  by  the  first  of  November  next 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury 

UifiTEn  States  CoxsrL  at . 


DEPORTATION  OF  FOREIGN  PAUPERS. 

Report  from  ihe  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury,  relative  to 
the  aeporiation  of  Paupers  from  Great  Britain,  4c-» 
in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  iih 
July,  1836.     December!,  1836. 


_  r 

Tbeasurt  Dapartmeht,  December  7,  1836. 

Sir:  In  aompKance  with  a. resolution  of  the  Senate 
adopted  on  the  fourth  of  July  last,  to  wit:  <*  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  cause  to  be  collected 
and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  its  next  session,  all  suoh 
facts  and  information  as  can  be  obtained  through  the  cus- 
tom-houses, or  from  any  other  sources,  respecting  the  de- 
portation of  paupers  from  Great  Britain  and  other  place% 
ascertaining,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  what  countries  auch 
persona  are  sent,  where  landed,  and  what  provision,  if  any, 
is  made  for  their  future  support,"  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port, that  circulars  were  immediately  addressed  by  the  De^ 
|iartment,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  resolution,  to  such  of  the 
United  Slates  consuls  and  commercial  agents  abroad  as 
9vera  supposed  roost  likely  to  be  able  to  famish  the  infor- 
mation called  /or.     A  copy  of  one  is  annexad,  (A.).     The 


Ijt  Sbvate  op  the  Ukited  States,  July  4,  1S3S, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  dintf* 
«d  to  cause  to  be  collected  and  laid  befora  the  SsotiCiii 
its  next  session,  all  such  facta  and  information  waob 
obtained  throngh  the  custom-house,  or  from  other  mmri^ 
respecting  the  Jeportalion  of  paupera  from  Great  Bntiii 
and  other  places,  ascertaining  as  nearly  as  possible  tu  vbit 
countries  such  persons  are  sent,  where  landed,  and  whi 
provision,  if  any,  is  made  for  their  future  support. 

Attest :  WALTER  LO V^'RIE,  Sccrrfflry. 


No.  I. 

UxiKED  States  Coxsulate, 
Bremen f  September  6,  1636' 

Sir  :  I  hnve  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reoiiptif 
your  esteemed  circular  of  the  7lh  July,  1836,  reqaeaiiflg 
infurmatiun  respecting  deportation  of  paupers  from  Gtal 
Britain  and  other  places,  &c.  I  am  sorry  that  theiDtonni' 
tion  desired  is  not  to  be  procured  from  authentic  sooreei; 
for,  properly  speaking,  it  cannot  be  said  that  paup^n** 
deported  from  Germany,  though  it  may  aometioKs  (l*^ 
very  rarely)  be  the  case  that  families,  almoners,  and  ciiil 
authorities,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  burdensome  felkTV « 
troublesome  subject,  pay  what  is  necessary  for  such  a  ptf' 
son  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  But,  among  the  Genuso  Mi- 
grants, a  greot  numlter  of  which  annually  embark  ttdiii 
port,  and  who  nearly  all  go  to  the  United  Sutea,  there  are 
many  persons  and  families  who,  when  they  have  paid  ^ 
the  passage,  have  little  or  no  money  left,  and  probiU;f 
many  of  them,  on  arriving  in  the  United  Slates,  aivqai^ 
destitute  of  all.  The  dif&rent  Governments  of  Gemoj 
are,  in  genera),  not  much  pleased  with  the  spirit  <n«f^' 
g^tion  aince  several  years  predominant  in  Germany,  *^ 
as  is  said,  try  by  all  nwans  to  ke^p  their  subjects  at  hone. 
The  emigrants  very  often  loudly  and  bitterly  coin}4iin  ihil 
ihe  said  Oovernments,  before  they  give  to  people  the  pC" 
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Biition  to  depart,  put  as  many  obataclea  as  possible  in  the 
vay  of  tbe  persons  who  intend  to  emigrate.  Such  emi- 
[rants,  as  I  hear,  must  usually  prove  to  their  Qovernments 
bat  they  have,  mooey  enough  to  pay  for  their  travelling 
ipenies  and  for  their  passage,  the  said  GovernmentB  be-> 
Dg  afraid  that  the  emigrants  may,  by  travelling  uselessly, 
pond  their  littlo  fortune,  and  then  relurn  and  come  on  the 
barge  of  tho  community ;  and  the  emigrants  are  therefore 
bilged  to  renounce  and  give  up  all  their  rights  as  natives 
f  the  country.  Alter  the  emigrants  have  got  the  permis- 
ioD  to  emigrate,  and  set  out,  then  their  former  Govern- 
lents  do  not  further  care  for  them. 

Tbe  Jetters  or  circulars  addressed  to  the  United  States 
onsul  at  Hamburg,  Munich,  Leipzic,  and  CasscI,  which 
rare  sent  to  me  with  the  said  circular  of  the  7th  July  last, 
Dclosed  in  tbe  same  envelope,  have  immediately  been  put 
ito  the  post  office. 

I  bave,  sir,  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  greatest  re- 
pect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BOHME,  for 
Joshua  Dooue. 

The  Hon.^jivi  WooDBrat, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 

No.  2, 

Consul  ATS  of  the  U.  S.  A., 

Hesse  Cassel,  Sept.  8,  1836. 

Hoat>mABi.E  Bia :  I  beg  leave  U^  report,  in  conformity 
>yoor  honor's  circular  of  the  7th  July  last,  that,  as  far  as 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  none  of  the  German  Gov- 
romenti  have  caused,  or  even  indirectly  sanctioned,  any 
Bportation  of  their  paupers ;  on  the  contrciry,  their  laws 
nd  finances  forbid  such  operation. 

The  only  forced  deportation  which  has  come  to  my 
Bowledge  is  from  the  free  Hanseatic  town  of  Hamburg, 
le  Government  of  which  deports,  from  time  to  time,  those 
riminals  who  bave  been  either  condemned  for  life  or  a 
>og  period.  They  give  them  the  choice  either  to  enJure 
leir  time  or  to  emigrate ;  in  which  case  the  Government 
tys  tiieir  passage.  A  number  of  them  have  been  sent  to 
few  York,  and  this  year  to  Brazil.  . 

Tbe  great  number  of  German  paupers  iu  tlic  United 
latos  arises  from  the  low  rate  of  passage*money  which  of 
Is  had  existed.  Steerage  passengers  were  taken  last 
)ring  from  Bremen,  and  found  with  good  provisions,  at 
16  each  grown  person.  This  price  tbo  Bremen  sbip- 
vners  could  only  aflbrd  by  carrying  always  a  large  nuni- 
Br,  to  obtain  which  they  had  their  agents  all  over  the 
iterior  of  Germsny,  and  induced  the  lower  class,  who 
ve  in  a  very  impoverished  state,  to  emigrate,  by  making 
kem  believe  that  labor  was  so  much  demanded  iu  tho  Uni- 
d  States  that  any  able-bodied  man  could  earn,  as  soon  as 
tided,  $2  a  day.  Young  and  old,  healthy  and  sickly, 
'ought  now  of  nothing  but  to  emigrate ;  every  sacrifice 
M  made ;  even  their  clotlics  were  sold,  and,  if  this  did  not 
iffice,  the  balance  begged  ;  and  all  those  who  could  scrape 
'K^ther  enough  to  pay  their  passAge  went  to  tbe  United 
^tea,  where  the  majority  landed  penniless,  and  a  great 
timbor  of  them,  consisting  o(  old  people,  women,  and 
^idren,  unable  to  work,  as  the  German  Government  does 
Jt  allow  their  young  men  to  omif^mte  until  they  have  ful- 
led their  military  obligation.  I'his  trafiic  on  the  part  of 
li  Bremen  ship-owners  will  continue  a^  long  as  the  laws 
'the  United  States  do  not  make  their  masters  liable  for 
>«  support  of  the  passengers  which  they  bring  to  the  Uni- 
^  States,  and  our  shores  will  be  filled  so  loni;  with  pau« 
'"of  all  kinds, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  the  honorable  Secretary's  most 
JcJient  servant,  CHARLES  GRAEBK. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury. 


No.  3. 

CoirsULlTX  07  THK  U.  8.  A., 

Dublin,  September  1,  1836. 
Sra  :  1  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  7th  nl. 
tiino,  in  which  you  direct  my  attention  to  a  resolution 
adopted  by  tho  Senate  of  the  United  Stales  on  the  4th  of 
July,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  fo 
be  collected  and  laid  before  that  body,  at  its  next  session, 
information  respecting  tbe  deportation  of  paupers  frotm 
Great  Britain  and  other  places,  Ac,  and  requesting  tha  I 
would  procure,  from  authentic  sources,  such  facts  relat  ing 
to  the  inquiries  contained  in  tho  resolution  as  will  en  able 
your  Department  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  tbe 
Senate. 

Your  letter  contains  a  copy  of  the  resolution  to  which 
it  refers,  and,  having  carefully  perused  the  same,  I  beg 
leaVe  to  state,  in  reply,  that  if  the  word  ''pamper"  is  in- 
tended to  refer  to  that  description  of  persons  so  termed  in 
England  as  being  entitled  to  relief  from  the  parish,  having 
no  poor  laws  in  this  country,  we  are,  of  course,  without 
any  such  persons  in  Ireland. 

Our  poor  in  this  country  are  very  poor  indeed — so  poor 
as  to  be  altogether  without  the  means  of  support,  even  for 
a  few  days,  and,  consequently,  totally  unable  to  provide 
the  cost  of  transport  to  a  foreign  country. 

The  population  of  Ireland  being  very  great,  and  rapidly 
increasing,  and  the  wages  of  labor  being  very  low,  emigra- 
tion has  prevailed  to  much  greater  extent  than  in  England 
or  Scotland. 

After  having  made  strict  inquiry  on  the  subject,  I  can- 
not ascertain  that  any  fund  has  been  established  by  Gov- 
ernment, or  any  public  body  or  body  of  individuals,  for  the 
deportation  of  emigrants,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  none 
such  exists ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  occur- 
rence for  individuals  possessed  of  large  landed  propertioi 
in  this  country,  being  desirous  to  thin  or  lessen  the  popu- 
lation on  their  estates,  and  to  increase  the  size  of  their 
farms  by  throwing  several  small  holdings  into  one,  to  agree 
with  such  tenants  to  pay  the  expense  of  their  parage  to 
America.  The  number  so  deported,  however,  is  not  con- 
siderable, and  his  not,  at  this  port,  exceeded  five  or  six 
hundred  in  the  last  five  or  six  years,  and  they  have  been 
provided,  I  understand,  with  a  few  pounds  each,  with  a 
view  to  their  support,  until  they  could  procure  lubor,  after 
their  arrival. 

Of  those  who  eaiigrate  to  Americiufroni  this  country,  I 
should  think  nineteen-tweuticths  embark  for  Canada,  what 
ever  their  ultimate  dcstiiiation  .may  be.     This  is  attributa 
blc,  in  a  great  measure  ko  the  low  charge  for  passage  from 
hence  to  Quebec,   compared  with  that  from   tho  United 
States,  the  former  being  twenty-five  to  thirty  shillings  for 
adults,  tho  latter  about  five  pounds;  and  this  great  diflf^r- 
euco  arises  from  tho  abundance  of  tounugo  leaving  Ireland 
in  ballast  for  Canada,  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  and  the 
comparative  scarcity  of  vessels  for  the  United  States,  and 
to  enactments  contained  in  tho  passenger  acts  of  the  re- 
spective nations.     By  the  English  act,  vessels  are  allowed 
to  carry  three  adult  passengers  for  every  five  tons  register 
tonnage  of  the  vessel;  two  persons  under  fourteen  years  aro 
counted  as  one  adult,  and  three  persons  under  seven  years 
of  age  are  counted  as  one  adult :  whilst,   by  the  United 
States  act,  only  two  persons  fur  every  five  tons  are  allowed, 
and  infants  are  counted  the  same  as  adults. 

I  may  also  remark  that,  for  Bome  years  past,  the  direct  in- 
tercourse between  this  port  and  tbe  United  States  has  great- 
ly fallen  off,  in  consequence  of  the  very  easy  and  constant 
communication  kept  up  from  henco  by  steam  navigation 
to  Liverpool,  from  whence  supplies  of  United  States  pro- 
duce are  imported  oti  such  terms  and  in  such  quantities  as 
suit  the  immediate  wants  of  the  consumers.  We  conse- 
quently have  few   American   vessvls  coming  to  ihiai  port. 
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and  thoie  who  are  doairous  to  embark  for  the  United  States 
are  obliged  to  proceed,  in  the  first  instance,  to  Liverpool : 
this  precludes  me  from  forming  any  accurate  idea  of  the 
numbers  which  proceed  from  hence  to  the  United  States. 
But  this  fact  is  not,  perhaps,  of  importance  in  your  inqui- 
ry, aa  those  proceeding  via  Liverpool  are,  generally  speak- 
ing, not  only  far  from  being  paupers,  but,  in  my  opinion, 
may  be  considered  the  best  of  our  agricultural  population, 
being  persons  who,  by  their  own  industry,  having  accu« 
mulated  sufficient  means  to  pay  the  cost  of  transporting 
themselves  and  their  fsmilies,  and  very  frequently  taking 
out  considerable  property  along  with  them. 

The  information  procurable  at  our  custom-house  would 
not  tend  to  'throw  any  light  on  the  subject  under  investi- 
gation, as  their  reports  merely  give  the  number  of  emigrants 
in  each  year,  without  any  reference  to  rank  or  station  in 
society. 

If  you  require  and  point  out  any  further  information,  I 
ahall  be  most  happy  to  procure  it  for  you,  if  in  my  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, THOMAS  WILSON. 

To  Levi  Woodburt,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Mo.  4. 

GoifSULATS  or  THl  UlTITBD  StATKS, 

Belfast,  September  I,  1836 
Aim:  In  reply  to  your  *<  circular  to  certain  consuls," 
dbc.  under  date  of  7th  July,  respecting  the  deportation  of 
paupars,  I  beg  to  state  that  there  are  no  paupers  deported 
by  the  public  authoritiea  from  within  my  consular  dutrict 
I  however  may  remark  that  a  considerable  number  of  the 
emigrants  who  leave  here  for  the  United  States,  Canada, 
4cc.,  are  supposed  to  do  so  with  little  or  no  property  be- 
yond their  sea-stock,  and  consequently  land  abroad  nearly 
or  wholly  dastitate.  Of  the  number  of  these,  or  the  amount 
of  their  provision  or  property,  if  they  have  any,  there  are 
no  meana  of  gaining  any  correct  information  or  estimate, 
from  the  circumstance  of  their  emigrating  as  private  indi- 
viduals, on  their  own  resources. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  W.  GILPIN. 
The  Hon.  Sscmbtabt-o/'/A^  Treasury, 

No.  6. 
UiriTiD  Statxb  OoirSULATV, 

Rotterdam,  September  18,  1836. 

8iB :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  10th  instant, 
circular  of  7th  July  last,  accompaning  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  directing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  collected  and  laid  before  that 
body,  at  its  next  session,  information  respecting  the  deporta- 
tion of  paupers  from  Great  Britain  and  other  places,  dec.  In 
reply,  I  beg  to  state  that  no  deportation  of  paupers  has  taken 
plaoe  from  this  country.  The  passengers  from  hence  to  the 
United  States  ere  chiefly  Germans,  who  emigrate  volunta- 
rily, and  at  their  own  expense ;  slthough  many  of  them 
have  but  just  the  means  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  voy- 
age, an  j][nre  destitute  on  their  arrival  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  J.  WAMBERSIE, 

United  States  Consul. 

The  Hon.  Levi  Woodbutit, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

No.  6. 

CoNSFLATK  OF  U.  8.  01  Amkuha, 
Londonderry,  (Irelatid,)  September  19,  1836. 
Sir:  I. have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  7lh  oi  July  la^t,  requesting  to  be  informed 
as  to  the  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great  Briuin  and 
other  places. 


There  has  been,  for  many  years  past,  and  still  eoDtimMt 
a  large  emigration  from  thb  port  to  diifereDt  psiti  of  if 
United  Sutes,  and  also  to  the  British  settlemeots  m  Noi 
America ;  and,  from  my  knowledf^  on  the  subject,  I  hsM 
no  hesitation  in  stating  that  the  description  of  psnoas  «ks 
generally  embark  for  the  United  States  from  this  port  in 
of  good  character,  in  comfortable  circumstances,  ud  m» 
tainiy  many  degrees  removed  from  pauperm. 

On  the  contrary,  the  greater* number  of  the  psnoasvli 
embark  for  the  British  settlements,  on  aooonntof  the  dwip 
convey  anc*,  are  the  evil  and  iU-diapoeed,  who  wHlaoti 
well  in  their  own  country,  and  the  landed  propiieton  ai 
glad  to  get  nd  of  them,  which  they  do  by  psyiog  tkai 
passages,  and  laying  in  raffidenrproviaiona  for  the  tojifB, 
totally  regardless  of  how  they  are  to  make  out  life  od  ik 
arrival. 

The  reason  why  North  America  is  preferred,  is  on  k< 
count  of  the  chespness  of  the  passage.  They  are,  tbm- 
fore,  principally  all  paupers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  wetwt^ 

JAMC8  CORSCADBN. 

To  Levi  Woodburt,  Esq.,  • 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

No.  7.— (1.) 

CoNsuLATx  Office  U.  S.  'A., 

Com  of  Cork^  October  IS,  183S. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  circular,  djtedTlkJi^f 
last,  I  have  the  honor  to  tranamtt  the  siocompaoyiBjIiitf 
passengers  who  have  emigrated  from  thia  port  to  M 
America  and  New  South  Wales  from  January  to  ko^ 
1636,  incluaive. 

The  information  in  respect  to  North  Ameries^ !  huf 
been  favored  with  by  Lieutenant  Friend,  R.  N.,  ea^pl■ 
tion  agent  at  Cork,  in  a  private  and  ve-rbal  comnoniciti^ 
declining,  at  the  same  time,  to  give  it  in  writing  witfaotf 
the  authority  of  the  board  of  customa  at  London.  Tb 
emigrants  to  North  America  did  not  receive  any  vmisao^ 
having  paid  for  their  own  deportation.  The  emigriBb  k 
New  South  Wales  were  sent  out  by  GoTemment,  and  p» 
vided  for  in  the  colony  on  their  arrival. 
*  I  could  not  procure  the  returns  from  Limerick  or  Wita- 
ford,  the  dependencies  of  this  consulate:  and  I  beg  toRfc 
you  to  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Wai«M 
ikerewith  sent,  which  will  exhibit  the  dilRcnlty  tbsniiii 
obtaining  the  **  authentic*'  information  required. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedienf  servant, 

JOHN  MURPHY, 

United  States  Consd. 

Hon.  Lkvi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Watbrfora,  October  3,  ISJfi- 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  30th  ultimo,  h 
reply,  I  made  application  at  the  custom-house  forllwiirfM' 
mation  you  required,  tut  the  officers  decline  giving  tkci** 
turn  without  permission  from  the  board  of  customs  is  I^ 
don.  They  state  that  they  are  prohibited  from  giriof  Vf 
rctuma  whatever  to  either  merchants,  ship-owneiti  or  ^ 
ors.  In  consequence  of  their  declining  to  give  me  uj  ■* 
formation  on  the  subject,  I  applied  to  different  sbip-ovaoi 
and  agents  concerned  in  emigration,  but  cookl  obtsis  M 
certain  or  satisfactory  information  on  the  subject  :'i>^ 
soroo  of  them  actually  refused,  fearing  that  their  doiai  * 
might  afford  the  means  of  injuring  themselves,  (sooo^ 
others,  Mr.  D  Carigan  and  Mr.  J.  Penrose.)  lihosMkt 
happy  to  do  any  thing  in  my  power  to  oblige  yon,  ^  ^ 
gret  that  I  should,  in  the  present  instance,  be  ansocff^ 
ful:  but  the  fact  of  the  matter  is,  they  fc«r  some  into^' 
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ne  in  their  pugengBn  trade,  and  are  extremely  jealous  of 
Djr  attempt  which  may  be  made  to  elicit  information. 

MArrHEW  FARRELL. 

(3.) 

[  ktt  of  emigrants,  and  vessels  in  which  they 
from  Cork  to  North  America,  from  January 
gust  included,  1836. 

for  New  York,  - 

for  St.  John'e,  N.  B.,    - 

for  Quebec, 


ry-Bgain,    - 

tdwin, 

LJidromeda,  - 

'hamplab,    - 

liberoia, 

'eoelope, 

lecovery, 

lli»  Ann,    - 

Frania, 

*allas, 

lochiol, 

ohn  Eaadale, 

llixabetb,     - 

larbadoea, .  - 

lominica,     - 

[eoiy, 

It.  Patrick,  - 

^oniaUa, 

Cangaroo 

)ob  Logic,    • 

obn  dt  Mary, 

horge, 

)UtU8, 

iacofery,     - 

lid, 

leteey  Heron, 

kbeicromby, 

Inmbaiy, 

>tdy  Amherst, 

'nderick,    - 

lary, 

hnk,  .       . 

^hos,  WorthiogtOD, 
iarbadoes, 
*homM  Handford, 

ita-horae,  - 
Rizabetb,  - 
<»ph  Wheeler, 


for  8t.  AnUrewy 

for  8l  John's,    - 

for  Quebec, 

for      do. 

for  St.  Jobn*B,   - 

fur  Quebec, 

for  St.  Andrew's, 

for  St.  John*!,   - 

for  Quebec, 

for  Halifax, 

for  Quebec, 

for    do. 

for  St.  John's,   - 

for  Newfoundland 

for  Quebec, 

for  St.  John's    - 

for  Halifax, 

for  Quebec 

forSu  John's,  N.  B., 

for  Bay  of  Chalear, 

for  St  Andrew's, 

for  Bay  of  Chaleur, 

for  Quebec, 

for      do. 

for  St.  John's,     - 

for  St.  Andrew's, 

for        do. 

for  St.  John's,     - 

for  Halifax, 

for  Quebec, 

for    do. 

for  St  John's,     - 

for      do. 

for      do. 

forBayof  Sert,  - 

for  Quebec, 


Iscereiy,  - 
Wlope,  - 
ohn  Patterson, 


Total, 

-  for  Quebec, 

-  for      do. 

-  for  New  South  Wales, 

No.  8. 


sailed, 
to  Au- 

120 
120 
64 
133 
122 
113 
128 
198 
189 
201 
97 
46 
82 
200 
232 
73 
74 
201 
92 
88 
130 
111 
115 
97 
70 
149 
267 
99 
76 
136 
75 
71 
312 
135 
140 
79 
100 
61 
115 


-  •4,093 


fl88 
tl28 
t340 


CoKBUtATa  OV  TBX  UfflTSD  StATKS, 

Glasfow,  August  20,  1836. 

SiB :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receiTe  your  cifcolar  d»- 
Bd  7th  July,  with  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
lanate  of  the  United  States  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  re- 
pecting  the  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great  Britain, 
ie.  In  reply,  I  have  merely  to  say  that  the  deportation 
f  paupers  from  this  district  is  totally  unknown,  and  I  am 
oofident  never  was  practised. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your 
nost  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  THOMSON. 

Hon.  Lbti  WooDBvmx, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  4-c. 

*  Men,  women,  and  children. 

tEmigmnts^rom  Ywghal,  nen,  women,  and  chUdrsA. 

t  Men  and  women. 


No.  9. 

COVSULATK  op  THE  UsiITaD  StiTM, 

Hamburg,  August  30,  1836. 

S:a:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  Treasury  circular  of  the  7th  and  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  4th  ultimo,  regarding  the  deportation  of  paupers 
to  the  United  States.  I  never  have  had  any  reason  to  sup- 
pose persons  of  that  description  were  sent  from  this  city  or 
neighboring  towns  on  the  Elbe,  and  from  the  inquiries  I 
have  made  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  T  feel  convinced 
it  has  not  been  the  case,  and  that  nearly  all  the  emigrants 
embarking  from  the  Elbe  are  farmers  and  mechanics  from 
the  middle  and  south  of  Germany. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CUTHBERT. 

Hon.  Levi  Wood  bur  t. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  4<. 

No.  11. 

CoarsuLATE  of  tbe  UiriTBD  States, 

Leith,  August  23,  1836. 
Sim  :  On  the  8th  instant  I  was  honored  by  the  receipt 
of  your  circular  dated  the  7th  ultimo,  calling  my  attention 
to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
on  the  4th  of  July  past,  and  in  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to 
acquaint  you  that  there  are  not  any  paupers  transported 
from  this  or  tbe  neighboring  ports,  either  to  tlfe  United 
States  or  any  other  country,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
children,  (six  boys  and  five  girls,  ^  sent  last  year  from  the 
charity  work-house  in  Edinburgh  to  the  British  settle- 
ments in  Upper  Canada,  and  they  were  apprenticed  to 
persons  who  were  ascertained  to  be  of  respectable  character 
and  in  good  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  GRIEVE. 
Hon.  Lett  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 

No.  12. 

Consulate  or  the  Uititeu  States^ 

Liverpool,  September  16,  1836. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
that  you  cause  to  be  collected  all  such  facts  and  informa- 
tion as  can  be  obtained  through  the  custom-house,  or  from 
othei  sources,  respecting  the  deportation  of  paupers  from 
Groat  Britain  and  other  places,  dec,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  to  you  the  result  of  my  investigations  as  far  as  re- 
lates to  this  port.     I  find  it  has  been  the  practice  with 
many  parishes^  for  some  years  past,  to  send  abroad  such  of 
their  superabundant  population  as  would  consent  to  go, 
and  although  there  has  never  been  a  restriction  as  to  the 
place,   they  have  invariably  preferred  the  United  States, 
and  ninety  out  of  a  hundred,  New  York.     Regubr  con- 
tracts are  made  by  the  different  parishes  with  passenger- 
brokers  at  this  place  to  ship  them :  the  extent  of  this  de- 
portation, however,  always  limited  in  comparison  with  the 
genersl  emigration,  has  recently  been  much  diminished, 
in  consequence,  probably,   of  the  increased  demand  for 
labor  and  the  general   prosperity  of  the  country.     The 
following  facts  are  obtained  from  authentic  sources  and 
may  be  relied  on.     In  all  instances  tbe  emigration  is  vol- 
untary, and  the  parish  is  not  relieved  by  it  from  its  obliga- 
tion of  support  should  the  individual  ever  return.     Con- 
victs are  never  sent,  nor  the  inmates  of  work- houses,  nor 
those  who,  from  age  or  decrepitude,  are  unable  to  support 
themselves.     Not  one  person  out  of  flfiy  is  over  fifly  years 
old ;  they  are  generally  young  people  who  have  made  im- 
provident marriages,  and,  without  ostensible  means  of  sup- 
port, with  increasing  families,  are  likely  to  become  charge- 
able to  their  parish.     Rt^puted  poachers  are  a  class  of  peo- 
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pie  frequently  sent  from  agricultaral  districts,  and  out  of  at 
least  a  thousand,  of  various  descriptions,  shipped  off  by 
one  of  my  informants,  he  is  quite  sure  not  more  than 
twenty  hive  ever  returned.  Some  provision  is  always 
made  for  their  immediate  support,  on  landing  at  their 
place  of  destination.  From  five  to  ten  pounds  is  paid  by 
the  shipping  agent  to  each  individual  on  the  vessel's  leav- 
ing port,  besides  their  passages  being  paid  for,  and  their 
provisions  found  for  the  v6yage. 

In  the  year  1S30,  the  emigration  from  this  port  to  the 
United  States  is  estimated  at  sixteen  thousand ;  out  of 
which  about  six  hundred  were  sent  from  different  parishes. 
In  1832  there  were  about  five  hundred  sent  at  parish  ex- 
pense; since  when,  not  more  than  three  hundred  have 
gone  in  a  similar  way  in  any  one  year ;  and  during  the 
last,  although  the  genetal  emigration  was  greater  than  at 
any  former  period,  out  of  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  thou- 
sand there  were  but  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  paupers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  FRANCIS  B.  OGDEN. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbukt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treojsury. 

No.  13. 

G058ULATC  OF  THX  UiriTED  StITK*, 

District  of  Kingston-upen-HuH^  Leeds,  August  ^0,  IB36. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  circular  of  the  7th  July,  requesting  information  as  to 
the  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great  Britain. 

I  have,  in  consequence,  been  making  particular  in- 
quiries on  the  subject  throughout  my  consular  district.  I 
find  that  no  list,  that  can  bo  relied  on,  of  passengers  siil- 
ing  from  Hull,  is  kept  at  the  custom -house,  wich  distin- 
guishes the  paupers  from  those  of  a  better  class:  regular 
muster-rolls  are  kept,  but  the  parties  are  merely  described 
by  their  names,  ages,  and  from  whence  they  come  and  oc> 
cu  pat  ion. 

The  officers  of  the  customs  arc  well  aware  that  paupers 
do  proceed,  both  to  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  it 
has  been  admitted  by  the  owners  of  several  vessels  sailing 
there,  that  their  passages  are  paid  by  the  overseers  of  the 
parishes  to  which  they  belong.     The  mode  of  doing  this 
varies  according  to  the  trust-worthiness  of  the  pauper ;  if 
good,  ho  is  trusted  to  make  his  own  bargain,  and  general- 
ly has  a  trifle  of  money  advanced  to  him  for  use  when  he 
quits  the  vessel,  to  enable  him  to  get  up  the  country.     If 
(he  man  is  a  bad  character,  he  is  generally  the  best  off,  as 
the  overseers  pay  his  passage-money  and  ]  T03ure  for  him 
the  necessaries  for  his  voyage.  The  man  then  turns  restive, 
and  oftentimes  refuses  to  go  unless  more  money  is  given 
him,   generally  £5  or  £10  more  than  was  first  agreed  on. 
So  that  the  -worse  the  character  the  better  able  the  pauper 
is  to  make  his  way  when  he  quits  the  vessel.     One  ship- 
owner,  whose  vessel  sailed  this   year  to  the  United  States 
from  Hull,  and  who  has  had  several  previously,  says  he 
believes  that  nearly  all  the  passengers  go  to  the  back  set- 
tlements to  their  friends,  who  had  previously  gone  there 
and  had  written  for  them;  and  that  it  very  rarely  happened 
that  any  family  went  out  on  a  roving  expedition,  not  hav- 
ing an  object.  It  appears  that  the  greatest  emigration  from 
Hall  is  to  Canada,  to  whence  the  passage-money  is  re- 
duced,  and  many  instances  have  been  discovered  where 
the  overseers  have  agreed  with  thie  paupers,  and  paid  them 
the  passage-money  to  the  United  States,  but  the  paupers 
have  adopted  the  plan  of  getting  there  through  Canada,  on 
account  of  the  moderate  charge  for  the  passage,  by  which 
means  they  Have  taken  more  money  with  them  into  the 
country. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  among  the  owners  of  vessels, 
that  during  the  lost  two  years  the  number  of  paupers  emi- 
grating to  the  United  States  and  Canada  has  very  much  I 
diminished ;  very  few  have  gone  from  this  large  county,  ' 


(Yorkshire,)  as  labor  haa  been  eaiily  obtanied  andvipi 
have  improved. 

A  merchant  who  had  a  vessel  sailed  from  the  port  of 
Hull  this  year  with  several  families,  in  all  one  handnd 
and  sixty-three  persons,  states  that  he  do^  notbdisii 
there  were  more  than  one  family  of  three  persons  who 
were  of  the  class  of  paupers,  the  rest  were  all  persaoi  wb 
appeared  able  to  bear  their  own  expenses,  snd  sotne,  tl- 
though  in  appearance  poor,  were  known  to  have  in  {hair 
possession  considerable  property.  Another  coonteractia^ 
efibct  of  the  emigration  of  paupers,  is  the  return  of  kvoiI 
within  the  last  year  or  two  to  their  parishes,  which  n 
bound  to  rooeive  them,  and  tlie  knowledge  of  sueh  pro- 
ceedings  deters  other  overseers  from  being  so  read;  to  h- 
sist  as  they  were  some  years  ago. 

Liverpool  being  the  principal  port  from  whence  emigis- 
tion  takes  place,  I  beg  to  enclose  yoa  herewith  a  Btatciacot 
that  has  been  published  of  the  number  who  have  nM 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  5th  of  July  last,  dwgot- 
ling  the  countries  to  which  they  have  gone,  and  tbeaoo- 
ber  for  the  years  1833,  '34,  and  '35. 

A  society  was  formed,  some  time  since,  for  theporpoa 
of  sendiilg  young  females  out  to  New  South  Walei,  \% 
as  win  be  perceived  by  the  enclosed  copy  ofaresoIotisB 
passed  by  them,  they  now  decline  recommending  isf 
further  emigration  there,  owing  to  the  excessive  immcn!- 
i(y  stated  to  prevail  there. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servint, 

'ALBERT  DAVY, 
Consul  U,  S.  A.  King8ton-ujHm'Ih& 

Hon.  Levi  WoomiunT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[Enclosures.] 

It  appears,  from  a  return  which  has  just  been  pnpin^ 
that,  from  the  1st  of  January  last  to  the  5thofJa|;. 
24,065  persons  have  emigrated  from  Liverpool,  7,b\bk 
the  firi>t  three  months  of  that  period,  and  16,547  in  tb 
last  three  months.  Of  the  latter  number  3,825  proreedai 
to  the  British  colonies  in  North  America,  12,414  Is  i^ 
United  States,  18  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  37  to  Cil- 
cutta,  and  74  to  South  America.  In  the  year  I83d lb 
total  number  of  emigranu  was  16,542;  in  1834,  30,891; 
and  in  1833,  15,886;  making  a  grand  total  of  pena 
who  quitted  this  country  in  the  last  three  years  aaJ  alal 
of  76,139.  In  the  present  quarter,  ending  theSiktf 
July,  we  stated  above  that  the  number  of  emigranU  ni 
16,547  ;  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  last  the  mtks 
was  8,:^93,  which  gives  an  increase  on  the  present  qnutr 
of  8,264. 

Tftc  Emigration  Committee  recently  came  to  a  NNb* 
tion  <Mhat  adverting  to  the  information  imparted  lolb 
committee,  both  collectively  and  individually,  of  the  a- 
cessive  immorality  stated  to  prevail  in  certain  districti  of 
New  South  Wales,  they  have  formed  the  opinion  tbtt  Umj 
cannot  conscientiously  recommend  to  the  UovemincBt  w 
encourage  the  farther  emigFaCion  of  single  females  to  Sid- 
ney, unprotected  by  parents  or  near  relatives,  bowem 
well  selected.'' 

No.  14. 

CoiLKCToa's  OrFicx, 
Philadelphia,  November  2,  ISW- 
Sin  :  In  conformity  with  your  direction,  under  dtte  «f 
the  7th  July  last,  in  relation  to  the  deportation  of  paupoi 
from  Great  Britain  and  other  places,  I  made  immeiBiit 
application  to  the  Board  of  Health  and  Board  of  Gusnliins 
of  the  Poor  of  this  city,  as  the  only  authentic  soarcef  of  in- 
formation within  my  reach.  The  president  of  (he  B^nnJ  ef 
Guardians  informs  me  that  a  report  is  preparing  umler  Itf 
instructions,  which  will  be  handed  in  at  sa  early  a  day  u 
possible,  the  necessary  examinations,  as  be  tdls  me,  bi^* 
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ng  rendered  it  impncticaUe  to  complete  the  return  by  the 
Itt  instant 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  Ac, 

J.  N.  BARKER,   CoUeelor. 
The  Hoo.  Lktx  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury, 

No.  15. 

CUBTOX-HOUBX,   BOSTOW, 

September  27,  1886. 
fill :  I  received  in  due  cogrM  of  mail  your  letter  of  July 
r,  eidoting  a  copy  of  a  reaolation  adopted  by  the  Senate 
if  tha  United  Stales  respecting  the  deportation  of  paupers 
rom  Great  Bntain  and  other  places.  There  are  compara- 
bly few  emigranu  fipom  Great  Britain  to  this  port.  The 
»incipal  emigration  is  of  the  Irish  population,  by  the  way 
if  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  Eastporl,  in  Maine, 
have  not  been  able  to  learn,  after  diligent  inquiry,  that 
ny  paopera  have  been  sent  out  here  from  Europe.  In 
Mking  inquiries  on  this  subject,  I  received  the  following 
lalement  from  Godfrey  McCrae,  now  matter  of  the  Rover, 
f  8u  Andrew's,  N.  B.  In  June,  1835,  said  McCrae  was 
lata  of  the  BriUsh  ship  Robert  Watt,  from  London  to 
law  Tork,  on  board  of  which  were  many  emigrants. 
IcCraa  was  informed,  during  the  voyage,  that  about  six 
uniliea  of  those  emigrants  were  paupers,  sent  out  by  and 
I  the  expense  of  iheir  respectiro  parishes.  He  does  not 
«ollPct  the  names  of  the  paupers  nor  the  parishes  whence 
toy  came.  •• 

Respectfully,  Ac, 

DAVID  HENSHAW,   Collector, 
The  Hon.  Leti  Woodbubt, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

No.  16. 

CesTox-Houfx,  BALTiMomx, 

Colkctor's  Office^  Nw,  83,  1886. 
8ia  :  I  can  find  no  letter  on  our  lite  from  the  Depart- 
•nt  of  the  date  of  the  7th  July,  requiring  information 
ncerning  English  paupera  deported  to  the  United  States. 
Mfig,  therefore,  unaware  of  your  request,  we  could  not 
rile  on  the  subject  until  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  22d  ' 
•Unt.  *         ^ 

We  have  no  reason  whatever  to  believe  that  any  paupera 

kve  been  brought  from  Great  Britain  to  the  port  of  Bal- 

Dore;*for,  in  looking  over  the  arrival  of  passengers  fur 

8  last  two  years,  we  find  the  whole  number  so  small  and 

•catlered  threughout  a  number  of  vessels  arriving  from 

[eat  Britain,  that  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  consider 

wn  other  than  passengeca  in  the  ordinary  senae  of  the 
rm. 

I  have  also  received  an  answer  to  the  note  addressed  by 
ttr  suggestion  to  our  municipal  authorities,  and  which 
Ilea  that,  atter  having  made  the  necessary  inquiries, 
ty  "have  every  reasdn  to  believe  that  no  English  or 
ih  paupers  have  been  brought  to  the  port  of  Baltimore 
»mg  the  present  or  past  year." 
I  am,  sir,  respectfollr, 

J.  H.  McCULLOH,  Collector. 
Leti  WooBBumr,  Esq., 

Secrete^  of  the  Treatury. 

No.  17.       ' 

CoLLIU^TOn's  OxFiCR, 

PhiladeiphiOi  November  29,  1836. 
Sxu :  I  am  at  length  enabled  to  forward  you,  enclosed, 

>  reiwrt  from  the  Board  of  Goardiaaa  of  the  Poor,  on 

>  deportation  of  foreign  paupers. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  dx., 

h  N.  BARKER,  Coikdor, 
Hon.  LxTi  WoonauBT, 

SecftUBry  of  the  Trftuwy,  .     r 


Philadblphia,  November  2S,  1830. 
Drar  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  report  to 
them,  made  by  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
communications  received  from  you  in  relation  to  the  de- 
portation of  forsigu  paopeirii. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEO.    W.  JONES, 

Prendent  ofth*.  Board. 
To  James  N.  Barkkr,  Esq  , 

Coliettor  of  t fie  port  of  Philadelphia.  • 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  communica« 
tion  and  documents  received  from  James  N.  Barker,  Esq., 
collector  of  the  port  of  Philadeljjhia,  in  relation  to  the  de- 
portation of  paupers  from  Great  Britain,  report : 

That,  after  having  caused  an  examination  to  be  made 
of  the  foreign  paupers  in  the  house,  they  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  that  any  of  them  had  been  sent  to  this 
country,  or  to  the  British  provinces,  by  overseers  uf  the 
poor  in  England,  or  elsewhere,  or  had  received  aid  from 
any  parish  to  enable  them  to  emigrate. 

The  only  information  having  any  relation  to  the  subject 
of  inquiry  derived  from  their  examination  is,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  sending  away  persons  chargeable  to  parishes  by  pa- 
rochial aid  is  quite  general  in  England,  and  that  hundreds 
have  been  in  this  way  sent.  This  practice,  however,  as 
far  as  they  profess  to  be  informed,  is  confined  to  emigra- 
tion to  the  British  settlements. 

Tour  committee  would  here  remark,  that  there  is  great 
difficulty  in  procuring  from  a  pauper  any  in  formation 
which  might  affect  himself ;  and,  that,  should  ihcro  be  in 
the  bouse  any  person  who  had  been  seut  either  to  this 
country  or  to  the  British  settlements  by  parochial  aid,  the 
apprehension  that  he  would  be  discharged  from  the  house 
upon  the  fact  being  known,  would  induce  him  to  conceal  it 

The  reports  of  the  poor-law  commissiuners  of  England 
furnish  some  information  as  to  the  deportation  of  paupera 
from  that  country.  In  the  instruction:)  of  tlicse  commis- 
sioners to  their  agents  in  dilTerf'nt  districts,  the  atten- 
tion of  those  agents  is  particularly  directed  to  emigration, 
as  one  mode  of  relieving  the  parishes  from  their  supera- 
bundant poor  population,  and  thereby  reducing  the  poor 
rates.  They  speak  of  emigration  generally,  and  do  not 
confine  it  to  the  British  settlements.  So,  in  some  of  the 
reports  made  by  those  agents  to  the  commissioners,  de- 
portation of  paupers  by  means  of  parish  aid  is  mentioned 
as  having  taken  'place,  without  naming  the  country  to 
which  they  bad  been  sent.  In  some  reports  the  British 
provinces  in  North  America  are  mentioned  as  their  places 
of  destination ;  and  from  one  report  it  appears  that  four 
families  bad  been  sent  by  the  parish  of  Rye  to  New  York. 
These  reports  comprise  but  few  of  the  parishes  in  England 
and  Wales ;  not  more  than  two  hundred  parishes  out  of 
near  fifteen  thousand;  and,  therefore,  while  they  establish 
the  fact  that  paupers  have  been  sent  from  England  to  the 
United  States,  as  welt  as  to  the  British  settlements,  they 
do  not  show  to  what  extent  this  practice  has  prevailed  in 
that  kingdom. 

.  It  maybe  inferred  from  these  reports,  that  the  great  ma* 
jority  of  persons  thus  sent  by  the  parishes  have  been  taken 
to  the  British  settlements.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  these 
persons,  when  landed,  have  great  difficulty  in  procuring 
employment,  (a  fact  which  is  mentioned  in  the  reports,) 
and  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  house  who 
were  .bom  in  England  and  Ireland  came  to  this  country 
from  the  provinces  where  they  first  arrived,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that,  of  the  persons  thus  sent  to  the  British  settle- 
ments by  parishes  in  England,  great  numbers  eventually 
come  into  the  United  States. 

The  only  additional  information  on  this  aubject  has  been 


APPENDIX— TV  GttUt  Sf  Seaton*i  RegUter. 


35th  COHB.    I«t(l».] 


Brigt  Entomium  and  EnttrprUt. 


obuined  front  Mr.   Brasro,  ■  geotlemiD  of  thii 

eily,  who  airiTcil  at  New  York  in  tha  *bip  8ir  Edward 
HamUloii,  in  August,  1833,  having  Miled  frmn  Hull. 
He  wtttea  that,  on  buaid  □(  that  Tcaiel,  came  aa  paHCOgert 
■  family  coDiialing  of  a  man,  hia  nife,  and  thrae  chiitlren, 
whose  pauigca  had  bem  paid  fuc  by  a  pariah  in  tha  weit- 
eru  partnf  Yiirkihira ;  alao,  an  old  roan,  whoae  paaaaga 
bad  been  pstd  fur  by  the  pariah  of  Preilon,  la  Yorkshire ; 
Ihil,  on  hoard  of  the  aame  Tetael,  were  aeveral  other 
persnna  whoae  paaugea,  ba  believed,  bad  been  paid  for  io 
tba  aune  maDoet,  although  he  did  nol  know  it  with  cer- 

Th'  leaolulion  of  the  Senate  direct*  the  Secretaij  of  the 
Trenaury  to  collect  information  a*  to  the  prOTJaion,  if  any, 
taada  for  the  fniare  aupport  of  Che  piupaia  tbu*  deported. 
On  Ihia  branch  of  the  inquiry  your  committee  report  that, 
fmm  ail  the  information  they  have  been  able  la  obtain, 
they  are  of  opinion  there  is  no  nniform  rule  obaMred  aa  tu 
the  proiinion  made  for  their  fuiurs  auppott.  There  b 
no  law  regulating  the  mode  in  which  paupen  may  ba 
aent.  Each  pariah,  in  aending  out  it*  paupen,  makea 
ill  own  agreein?nti,  which  it  may  be  preiutned  are  a*  fa- 
Torabia  to  itaolf  aa  the  pauper  ta  willing  to  accept.  Tlienr- 
fote,  whether  the  pauper  ia  to  retein,  npon  hia  landing, 
an;  aupport,  and  if  any,  it<  ettent,  dependa  tipon  hi* 
agreement  with  the  pariah  (hat  tent  him.  The  report*  of 
the  poor-law  commiaaionera,  already  referred  to,  are  silent 
on  this  subject.  From  the  examinslian  made  of  the  in- 
malei  of  the  houie,  the  committee  bate  aacertained  thai 
one  guinna  was  paid  lo  each  of  (he  paupera  brought  by 
ono  Teasel  to  Quebec,  upon  their  landing  at  that  place  ; 
that,  in  tome  inttancet,  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Ca- 
nada were  offered  lo  each  oT  the  paupen  upon  their  land- 
ing, which  offer,  by  many,  if  not  the  greater  ntimber  of 
them,  wta  declined  ;  and  that,  in  other  inatancea,  aa  far 
ai  your  committee  are  informed,  no  proTision  whaterer 
ttas  made  for  their  (btnre  support. 

Among  the  paupen  in  the  houte,  there  are  aereral  per- 
aone  who  ba>e  been  pentjonere  of  the  GoTernment  of  Oreai 
Britain,  end  their  being  in  this  country  it  attributable 
portly  to  the  agency  of  thai  Goternment.     Nina  of  thete 


tbere  ■»  fewer  at  dkii  period  than  thai*  htTa  baa  taat- 

Accompanying  herewith  it  a  atatsmenl  of  theaJaitaa 
of  paupen  into  the  boQae  during  the  year  endint  ibt  M 
day  of  November,  tSS6,  together  with  their  phcti <i  a- 
tivily  ;  from  which  alataa»Dl  it  appeara  that,  of  tha  wUi 
number  of  admissions,  via,  3,781,  Ihrre  woe  liaM 
nalivei  of  tha  British  dominions    -  -     1,083 

NttiTBt  of  other  foreign  oonntriea  -       lU 

Total  Dumber  of  foreign  paupera  -    I.IH 

Total  number  of  Amarican  paupera        -  \i<i 


mattmaU  tf  adfnntni*  Mo  t\t  PDiIodalpM  ithu-twii  fail 


penaic 


aed,  and  from  their  eiaminnllon  it 


ItL  Thtt,  in  the  year  1891,  and  aince,  the  QoTemment 
of  Great  Britain  innled  all  prnona  who  had  aerred  in  ita 
artniCB  and  received  pensions,  lo  commate  their  pensione, 

Sd.  Thai  one  condition  of  this  commutation  was,  that 
the  penaionen  tbould  proceed  to  the  Britith  setllemenla  in 
Nonh  Amerira,  or  elseHhere. 

3d.  That  the  arrangements  for  lbs  emigration  of  the 
pen«ionen  and  their  ramiliei  were  'generallj  made  by  tba 
agenta  of  the  Qovsmment. 

4lh.  That,  In  some  instance*,  the  pentionera  were  aenl 
to  New  York  ;  and  thai  in  New  York  they  recoiled  fVom 
Mr.  Buchanan,  the  British  eooaul,  a  part  of  the  money 
for  which  they  bed  commuted  their  peniiont. 

6ih.  Thst  one  peraon  tboi  sent  to  New  York  i*  now  a 
pauper  in  this  houae, 

fllh.  That  atl  pensionera  who  were  willing  to  eommnte 
were  permitted  i  that  no  difference  wat  made  whether  the 
pentioner  wat  old  and  inlirm  or  strong  and  healthy  i  thai 
many  of  ihem  were  aged  and  inilmi,  unable  to  work,  and 
unable  lo  endure  the  climate  of  Canada.  In  one  inttance 
tha  pentioner  was  totally  blind ;  and  that  hundieda  of  them, 
many  of  wbom  have  families,  have  come  into  ihe  United 
State*. 

7lh.  That  of  these  pensioner*,  Ihu*  tent  to  the  British 
tetllemeiite,  ^ete  are  at  ibis  lime  nine,  with  the  families 
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No.  1«. 
CantnuTa  of  laa  Ubitio  Syitm, 

Londun,  October  19,  t9». 

Sir  :  I  received  the  ciraalar,  dated  Uu  Tth  Jilf  k^ 
which  JOB  did  ma  tba  honor  to  addraa*  to  nt^  talfiif* 
altantioD  to  a  reaoialjon  of  the  Senate,  direeliaf  ikt  9*- 
reltr;  of  Ihe  Treasurj  to  lay  before  that  body  si  iut« 
aewnn,  information  reapacliag  deporlatjaa  of  psDptn^ 
Qraat  Britain  and  other  place*,  and  requecUng that  !■« 
procure,  from  authentic  tourc(«,  aneh  fact*  nlttiaf '"*' 
inqairiea contained  in  the  reanlulirm  u  will  eaaUt  the  Trw 
tiry  Uepartmen I  lo  comply  with  the  direction*  ortbtStM^ 

On  receipt  of  the  circular,  I  loat  no  time  in  tniliiff' 
plication  to  the  Tariout  anurrica  from  which  I  upM"'* 
obtain  the  deairrd  infurmatlon.  I  have  now  ibc  bM** 
lay  befiireyou  BOch  fKlain  relation  to  UuaiDbjeclaiit)" 
bmn  able  to  coUaet,  ngrelliDg  at  the  a*Be  ti»  !*■• 
much  delay  haa  ariaen  from  the  abaeDor,  a*  wl  •■* 
period  of  Ibe  year,  of  many  individnala  to  whmi  I  'P?"' 
that  I  codU  not  poanbl;  trwitmil  the  re«ull  of  my  inil«* 
at  an  earlier  period. 

They    were  directed   cbiaAy  to 
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ip-brokeni  of  thw  eitj,  the  poor  law  commiitioii^ni,  and 
e  agento  of  thin  conaulate. 

At  the  coatoiD'houae  it  appeara  that  no  acconot  is  taken 
passeogers  except  by  British  vessels^  and  then  only  in 
IS  there  is  an  excess  above  the  number  limited  by  law  to 
B  tonnage  of  the  ahip. 

The  brokers  have  no  accounts  whatever,  at  least  nothing 
yond  mere  memoranda,  on  which  little  reliance  can  be 
iced. 

From  the  poor-law  commissionera  I  obtidned  all  the  fiicts 
d  information  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  comrauni- 
ts  on  this  subjoct.  'J*hey  arise  out  of  their  proceedings 
virtue  of  the  sixty-second  section  of  the  poor-law  amend- 
Nit  act,  passed  the  4lh  of  August,  1834.  Acting  under 
It  section,  the  poor-law  commissioners  have  frequently 
thorized  parishes  to  raise  money  on  the  security  of  their 
tes,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  em- 
ration  of  poor  persons  having  settlements  in  snch  parishes; 
d  they  have,  in  such  cases,  issued  orders  in  accordance 
ith  the  form  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.  In  this 
rm  is  a  condition  that  the  emigrants  shall  go  to  some 
itish  colony,  and  it  will  be  observed  that  a  provision  is 
ide  that,  on  the  arrival  at  the  place  to  which  the  parties  are 
Dtracted  to  be  conveyed,  the  sum  of  two  pounds  at  least 
all  be  paid  to  each  head  of  a  family  emigrating,  and  one 
nind  at  least  to  each  single  man  or  single  woman  not  be- 
I  a  part  of  a  family.  The  commissioners  have  not  felt 
to  be  within  their  province  to  make  any  further  provi- 
Hk  for  the  support  of  emigrants'  afW  they  shall  have  ar- 
red  at  their  destination.  They  have,  however,  waived 
a  condition  **  that  parties  emigrating  shall  go  to  some 
fitish  colony,*'  in  a  few  instances ;  in  mobt  of  which  the 
irties  desirmg  to  emigrate  bad  already  friends  in  the 
ailed  States.  The  total  number  of  emigrants  who  have 
mu  gone  out  to  the  United  States,  under  the  provisions  of 
M  poor-law  amendment  act,  during  the  past  year,  from 
%,  1835,  to  July,  1836,  is  191  out  of  5,141,  the  re- 
aiader  of  whom  have  emigrated  to  British  colonial  settle- 

The  agenta  of  this  consulate  have  furnished  me  with 
Its  of  emigrants  trom  their  respective  ports,  most  of  whom 
ss  supposed  to  be  paupers.  These  lists  are  embodied  on 
paper  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.  The  list  of 
aigrants  from  Rye,  in  Suasex,  extends  as  far  back  as 
ta  year  1829.  The  pauper  emigratiW  from  that  port  has 
POL  greater  than  from  any  other  in  the  district  of  London. 
3m  class  of  individuals  who  leave  this  country  by  way  of 
la  metropolis,  is  very  much  improved  of  late  years^  having, 
I  gnieral,  competent  means  of  their  own.* 

With  the  view  of  putting  you  in  possession  of  all  the  in- 
■nnation  which  could  be  possibly  obtained  on  this  subject, 
have  placed  on  board  of  the  ship  St.  James,  now  about 
'i^ng,  some  works  which  treat  on  the  poor-laws  and  emi- 
ration.  They  are  in  a  parcel  addressed  to  the  care  of  the 
^tor  of  New  York,  who  will  forward  them  to  you. 
lis  works  are  aa  follows : 
•  Report  from  select  committee  on  emigration 
|>  Faither  report  on  the  same  subject 
<•  Administration  and  operation  of  the  poor  laws  • 
»  Report  of  poor-law  commissioners 
^  first  annual  report  on  the  poor-law  commissioners 
^  Report  on  the  dispoea  of  lands  in  the  British 

colonies  .  .  .  .  - 

^  Poor-law  amendment  act         - 
^  Act  for  regulating  the  carriage  of  passengers  from 

^  United  Kingdom    -  -  -  - 

The  fiivt  and  second  treat  at  larga  on  the  anbjeet  of  emi- 
I'^tion,  both  to  the  British  colonies  and  the  United  States. 

The  subject  of  emigration  is  oeeasiooally  introduced  in 
2^  third,  and  in  the  fourth  it  is  briefly  adverted  to ;  both 
'°^  works,  however,  show  that  the  assistance  rendered  by 
P*"^*^  to  pauper  emigrants  did  not  far  eioeed  the  ex- 
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1827 
1827 
1833 
1834 
1835 

1836 
1834 


.  1835 


pense  of  passage,  there  being  a  trifle  to  spare  on  reaching 
their  deatination. 

In  the  fifth  work  will  be  found,  at  page  00,  the  circular 
of  instructions  from  the  poor-law  oommiaaioneri  for  facili- 
tating emigration. 

In  the  sixth,  the  land  sales  irt  the  United  States  areolU« 
adverted  to,  with  the  view  of  adopting  the  system  there  es- 
tablished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greateat  respect,  sir^ 
your  most  obedient  servant  4 

TH08.  ASPINWALL 

Hon.  Larr  Woodbuht, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Official  return  of  emigrants  from  the  port  of  Rye,  in 
Sussex,  from  1829,  to  May,  1836,  both  ineluswe,ihre^ 
fourths  of  whom  are  supposed  to  he  paupers. 


Dale. 


1829. 
March  23 
31 
AprU  7 
May  5 
23 
Dec.     27 

1830. 

March  10 

10 

36 

27 

April      7 

8 

May       7 

24 

June     12 

July      12 

August  10 

Sept.     28 

1831. 
March    9 
April    29 

1832. 

AprU      5 

26 

May       9 

30 

1833. 

April      4 

8 

June     10 

1834. 
April      9 

1835. 
March  31 

1836. 
April     16 
May     25 


Ship. 


William 
Faroe 
Emma    • 
William 
Newton  • 
WtlHam 


Shaad 
ShMid 


Cmma 
Fane 
Newum  - 
Columbia 
Robert  &  Ann 
William 
Sussex    - 
Cambria 
United  Sutss 
Rapid     • 
Robert  Edward 
Corinthian 

Hudson  - 
Alfred     . 

Ami 

Newton  - 
Alfrod  . 
William 

Emma  • 
Newton  - 
Ami 

Emma- 

Alfrad    . 

Alfred  . 
Socrates 


'Master. 


Satmuel  Vidler 
J  Crowhurst 
Jnhn  Frost 
William  Boswell 
James  Melvin 
William  Boswell 

John  Frost 
J.  Crowhutvt 
J.  Mekria  - 
J.  Delano  - 
Oeorge  Richmond 
Samuel  Vedlar 
W.  Cranstown 
J.  Moors    > 
J.  Knight  . 
H.  Sboop    - 
J.  Sherbere 
R.  Shadwick 

Morgan '    • 
P.  Qnvet  • 

M.  Miller  • 
J.  Bell 
T.  Oravet  - 
S.  Vedlar  . 

JohnFiost 
John  Bell 
Matthew  Miller 

John  Frost 

Thomss  Oravet 

Thomas  GrsTet 
R.  Msicair 


Where 
toound. 


N.  York 
Do 

Do     • 

Do      - 

Quebec  • 

N.  York 

Do. 
Do. 
Oo 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 

Do 
Do 

Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 

Do 
Do 
Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 
Do 


No.  of 
passen- 
gers. 


47 
35 
99 
1« 
29 
90 

88 

37 

102 

1S8 

129 

2S 

92 

17 

83 

57 

27 

4U 

18 


92 

76 
15 

50 
30 
50 

80 

78 

72 
70 


»  £39  was  paid  to  26  paupers  in  the  ship  Newton. 

It  cauld  not  be  ascertained  what  provision  vas  made  for 
the  support  of  these  emig^rants  from  Rye  after  landing. 
The  sum  generally  allowed  was  twenty  or  thirty  shillings 
for  each»  according  to  the  agreement  they  might  make  with 
their  respective  parishes.  This  was  either  paid  to  them  on 
their  going  on  board,  or  given  to  the  master  of  the  vessel, 
to  be  paid  them  on  their  landing.  The  master  also  received 
four  shillings  and  sixpence,  or  one  dollar  for  each,  to  be 
paid  by  him  to  the  proper  authoriiies  in  New  York,  as  re- 
qaired  by  law  there. 

Emigration  of  poor  persons  frofn  Dealy  in  Kent. 
1830,   1  uoaily,  6  m  number,  to  Western  Australia,  aaabt- 

ed  by  the  parish  with  fifteen  pounds. 

1833,  1     do.     5  in  number,  to  New  York,  assisted  by  the 

parish  with  twenty«one  pounds. 

1834,  a    do.     4  in  each,  to  New  York,  furnished  with 

provisions  for  the  voyage.  ^ 

From  Holden,  in  Kent. 
1832,  1  laborer  to  New  Y4>rk,  aasisteil  by  the  parish  with 
ten  poqnds,  returned  within  twelve  months. 
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From  Northbowm^  in  Kent* 

1833,  II  persons  to  United  State*,  expense  to  the  parish 

one  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds.  Three  of 
these  persona  died  in  the  United  States,  the  others 
returned  home  in  about  two  years. 

1834,  6  persons  to  New  York,  assisted  by  the  parish  to 

the  amount^of  twenty-two  pounds. 

From  Mbngs^iam,  in  Kent, 
1880,  2  families,  13  in  number,  to  New  York,  cost  the 
perish  one  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds. 
From  St.  Latorenee,  in  Kent. 
46  paupers  have  been  sent  within  the  last  three  years: 
36  of  whom  went  in  the  ships  <<  John  Stamp*'  and  **  Grati- 
tude,'* from  Rarosgate  to  New  York.     The  remaining  ten 
went  from  London,  but  by  what  vessel  or  to  what  place  is 
unknown.     Whether  any  provision  was  made  for  them 
afler  landing,  cannot  be  ascertained. 

From  Yarmouth,  in  Norfolk, 
The  first  d^oitation  of  paupers  from  this  port  was  in 
1829.  From  that  year  to  the  end  of  1835,  the  annual 
average  number  of  vessels  with  paupers  -was  four.  During 
the  year  1 836  fourteen  vessels  have  sailed  for  Quebec  with 
passengers,  the  average  number  of  whom  was  about  eighty 
adults  in  each  vessel,  a  small  proportion  of  whom  was 
landed  at  Prince  Edward's  island.     - 

Two-thirds  of  the  whole  are  supposed  to  be  paupers. 
The  provision  made  for  their  support  after  landing  was 
about  twenty  shillings  for  each. 

No  vessel  has  sailed  from  Yarmouth  with  passengera  for 
any  port  in  the  United  States. 

To  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  parish  of 

,  in  the  county  of  :  To  the  Clerk  of  the 

Justices  of  Petit/  Sessions,  held  for  the  division  of  the 
said  county  in  which  said  parisn  is  situate,  and  to  aU 
others  wfiam  it  may  concern  .* 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  in  the  fourth 
and  fifth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  King  William 
the  Fourth,  entitled  An  act  for  the  amendment  and  bet* 
ter  administration  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  poor  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  the  rate-payers  of  the  parish  of  ,  in 
the  county  of  — ,  and  owners  of  property  therein,  en- 


entitled  to  vote  in  tho  manner  provided  in  the  said  act, 
aembled  at  a  meeting  duly  convened  for  the  purpose,  have 
directed  the  overseers  to  borrow  the  sum  of  — —  pounds, 
to  be  charged  on  the  poor-rates  of  the  said  parish,  as  a  fund 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  emigration  of  several  poor 
persons  having  settlements  in  the  said  parish,  to  be  repaid 
by  equal  annual  instalments,  with  interest  not  exceeding 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  wiiliin  — —  years  from  the 
time  of  borrowing  the  same : 

Now  we,  being  the  poor-law  commissioners  for  England 
and  Wales,  do  hereby,  in  pursuance  of  tho  powers  and  au- 
thorities conferred  on  us  by  the  aforesaid  act,  confirm  the 
abovo  direction  made  by  the  rato-payers  and  owners  of 
property  in  the  said  parish  of  — — .  as  aforesaid.  And 
we  do  hereby  further  authorize  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  said  parish  of  — — — .  to  borrow  the  said 
sum  of  money  ip  any  of  the  lawful  modes  heretofore  in  use, 
or  to  make  application  to  the  exchequer  bill  loan  commis- 
sionerf  for  an  advance  of  the  whole  of  the  said  sum,  or  of 
any  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  found  necessary.  And  we 
do  hereby  farther  order  and  direct  that  no  part  of  the  afore- 
said sum  of  pounds  shall  be  axpended  unless  the 
following  conditions  be  strictly  observed  : 

1st.  The  parties  emigrating  shall  go  to  some  British 
colony. 

3d.  A  contract  shall  be  entered  into  for  conveying  them 
t<^uch  place  in  the  way  to  their  destination  as  the  poor- 
law  commissioners  for  England  and  Walcs^  or  the  agent 
general  for  emigration  shall  approve. 

3d.  Such  contract  shall  be  sanctioned  by  the  agent  gen* 


eral  for  emigration,  or  by  one  of  the  Govemnwnt 
tion  agents,  at  the  out-ports,  and  shall  induile  the  nni^ 
tenance  and  medical  attendance  of  the  emigranta  daringtke 
passage ;  and  also  a  provision  that,  on  arrival  at  the  pha 
to  which  the  perties  are  contracted  to  be  coDveyad,  thi 
sum  of  two  pounds,  at  least,  shall  be  paid  to  cacb  beaiif 
a  family  emigrating,  and  one  pound,  at  least,  to  cadi  singb 
nan  or  single  woman,  not  being  part  of  a  femily. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seal,  this  — —  dsy  d 
',  in   the  year  one  thousand  eight  himdicd  til 


thirty-^ 


[l.  s.] 


T.  FRANKLAND  LEWIS, 
J.  G.  8.  LEFBVRE, 
GEO.  NICHOLL8. 

No.  19. 

MnirrcH,  October  16,  1896. 
Sih:  In  answer  to  your  favor  of  tho  7th  of  Jaly,  Ictf 
give  the  assurance  that  the  Bavarian  Governmeot  dcw 
made  a  deportation  of  paupers  to  the  United  States.  Oa 
the  contrary,  I  know  many  people  emigrated  from  Bavani 
to  the  United  States  with  no  incon.siderable  soma  of  raoscf. 
I  shall  not  fail  to  inform  you  instantly,  if  any  case  skoiii 
happen  which  has  reference  to  your  estimable  letter. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  DE  KUEDORFFER, 
Consul  of  United  States  of  Amtria. 
Hon  LxTi  WooDBUBT,  Washington. 


GEOLOGICAL    REC0NN0I8SANCE- 


Report  qfa  Geological  Reconnoissance  made  in  1 835,  f mm 
the  seat  of  Government,  by  the  way  of  Green  Baksid 
the  Wickonsan  Territory,  to  the  Coteau  de  Frairte,  ai 
elevated  ridge  dividing  the  Missouri  from  the  St.  Pda^ 
river.     By  G,  W.  Feafherstonhaugh,  V.  S.  GeologitL 

War  DspiarxKBT,  April  S3,  18^ 
Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Seasied 
the  Ist  instant,  I  have  the  honoi;,  in  the  abeence,  frea 
indisposition,  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  enclose  a  rr^ 
of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  transmitting  the  report  rf 
the  United  States  Geologist. 

Very  respectfully,  your  meet  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.HARRIS, 
Chief  Clerk  War  IkpaHmaO. 
Hen.  M.  Vah  Bvbbh,  President  of  Senate. 

TorOGBAPHlCAL  BuRBlU, 

Washington,  April  23,  1835, 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  copy  of 
tho  report  of  G.    W.   Fcatherstonhaugh,   Uniud  Sists 
Geologist,  called  ior  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  l*t 
of  April. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  oliedient  servant, 

J..  J.  ABEKT, 
Lieut.   CoL  Top.  Enginetrs. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 

WASHiKGTOir,  April  22,  183€. 
Lieut.  Qol.  J.  J.  Abxbt, 

U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers  : 
Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  dsied  July  7, 
ISSS,*^  directing  me  to  proceed^to  the  vicinity  of  tfaatclna> 
ted  ridge  which  separates  the  Missouri  river  from  Cbe  Si, 
Peter's,  the  chief  northwestern  tributary  of  the  Miaiimpiat 
hitheito  designated  on  the  maps  by  the  appellation  of  Csicas 
de  Prairie,  and  indicating  Green  Bay  as  a  poiat  oa  »y 
route  from  whence  an  opportunity  wouM  beaflsrM  ef 
examining  the  mineral  structure  of  the  country  so  the  ^bk 
konaon  river,  I  left  this  city  on  the  8th  of  the  same  Bonth, 
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Geolegieal  Reeonnoi89anee, 


[25th  CoKo.  Ist  6es8. 


nd  haw  now  the  honor  to  truMmtt  a  report  of  my  pro- 
Dedtogs. 

Bffere,  however,  I  enter  opon  that  part  of  my  leport 
nmeditlely  connected  with  my  instractions,  I  desire  to 
iplaiB  why  I  have  been  indaeed  to  extend  thii  document, 
nd  lend  to  it  a  character  perhaps  not  ^nerally  expected  of  it^ 

Well  acquainted  with  the  strong  and  general  desire  ex- 
rcMed  for  the  acquirement  of  geological  knowledge  in  this 
Niniiy,  and  aware  of  the  importance  which  would  soon  be 
tMhed  to  it  if  proper  measures  were  taken  to  awaken  the 
nblic  attention,  I  thought  it  my  duty,  when  drawing  up 
ly  report  in  1835,  concerning  tlie  elevated  country  between 
le  Misflonri  and  Red  rivers,  to  give  a  somewhat  elemen- 
ly  exposition  of  the  principles  of  the  science,  with  a  view 
I  draw  the  public  attention  still  more  to  the  subject,  and  in 
^  to  the  more  snceesafui  innstration  of  the  geology  of 
IS  United  Sutes.     The  geological  works  which  had  hith- 
to  been  published,  contained,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
Ibrences  illustrative  only  of  the  geological  'stractute  of  for- 
fn  countries,  and  as  T  had  to  treat  of  what  is  purely  a 
isnce  of  observation,  I  conceived  the  great  mass  of  minds 
^  which  I  felt  bound  to  address  myself,  would  probably 
ivt  been  detened  from,  rather  than  attracted  to,  the  subject, 
id  I  merely  given  a  technical  description  of  what  I  had 
•n,  without  oflfering  the  means  of  comparative  illustration, 
therefore  adopted,  upon  that  occasion,  as  I  shall  do  now, 
nt  course  which  promised  to  be  the  most  extensively  use- 
il,  confident  that,  hoiwevor  the  task  might  be  imperfectly 
Mcuted,  permanent  advantages  might  be  accomplished  by 
I  and  that  justice  would  be  dOne  to  my  motives.     In  this 
have  not  been  disappointed :  the  seal  with  which  I  have 
liiidsd  to  my  duties  has  been  acknowledged,  and  I  have 
inved,  stnoe  my  return  from  my  late  excursion,  sufficient 
■denoe  of  the  public  approbation  of  my  labors,  besides  the 
Bat  gratifying  assurances  from  numerous  intelligent  mem- 
Ri  of  the  present  Oongresa,  that  the  method  I  had  adopted 
as  eonsklered  useful,  and  had  been  decidedly  approved. 
But  a  change  had  taken  place  in  public  opinion  since  the 
ibiieation  of  that  report     The  authoiisation  of  these  geo- 
fieal  investigations  by  the  General  Government,  had  given 
iat  importance  to  them ;  much  intellect  had  been  at  work, 
id  a  strong  solictitude  expressed  for  an  accurate  exposi- 
tt  of  die  general  geology  of  the  United  States.  The  most 
Nrtrfal  States  in  the  Union  were  legislating  on  the  sub- 
ct,  and  a  prospect  was  thus  held  out  that  the  general 
liire  for  information  which  the  action  of  the  Government 
>d  BO  much  contributed-  to  put  in  motion,  would  soon 
eeive.  new  vigor  from  the  fostering  care  of  each  of  the 
»ticolar  States.   Looking  at  this  promising  aspect  of  things 
Me  my  return  from  my  late  excursion,  f  have  become 
ore  than  ever  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  endeavoring 

make  my  labors  as  useful,  in  the  popular  sense,  aa  my 
■portouities  permit. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  geological  literature  of  tho 
isent  day,  is  not  of  a  staffielently  elementary  character 
r  the  very  great  nnmber  of  persons  desiroua  of  possessing 
pnctical  f^9  for  thetr  studies,  simple  and  perspietous 
Aogh  to  keep  down  the  repugnance  which  technical 
•riu,  applicable  to  an  advanced  state  of  the  science,  in- 
riably  produce.  Many  powerful  minds  are  deterred  from 
s  pursuit  of  various  branches  ol  natural  history,  from  an 
ri>ility  to  take  the  firat  step  suocessfully,  and  he  who  is 
•perly  penetrated  with  this  troth,  and  ob^s  its  influence, 
W  esteem  it  no  degradation  to  take  upon  himself  the 
Hibler  task  e<  elementary  instruction  for  the  benefit  of 
e  many,  even  when  he  may  have  reason  to  suppose  his 
ile&tioBs  will  not  always  be  indulgently  appreciated  by 
cater  chance  of  doing  good,  and  of  the  the  least  liberal 
f  the  seieatific  few.  Independent  of  the  greater  chance 
I  doing  good,  and  of  the  pleasure  of  looking  forward  to 
ttness  the  extraordinary  elasticity  ef  miods  from  which 
le  piessara  has  betfn  gently  femoved,  the'  very  fact  of 


there  being  no  elementary  work  applicable  to  American 
geology,  no  geological  column  showing  the  succession  of 
the  beds  and  a  comparative  view  of  the  geological  equiv- 
alents in  both  hemispheres,  together  with  a  brief  abstract 
of  the  characteristic  organic  remains   contained   in    the 
beds,  and  the  other  remarkable  phenomena  illustrative  of 
the  structure  of  the  accassible  part  of  the  cruet  of  the 
earth,  would  be  a  sufficient  motive  for  any  writer  whose 
experience  might  be  thought  to  authorize  the  attempt,  not 
only  to  en^avor  thus  to  be  extensively  useful,  but  in- 
directly to  reflect  the  greatest  degpree  of  intelligence  upon 
the  observations  which  it  was  his  duty  to  make,  that  they 
might  be  understood,  by  all  who  read  them,  in  the  most 
comprehensive  sense.      In  short,  perceiving  the  general 
desire  to  acquire  systematic  information  on  this  subject, 
what   I  would   aim   to  accomplish  is,  the  putting   into 
the  hands  of  all  who  wish  to  cultivate  geological  know- 
ledge, an  elenfentary  work  which  should  not  be  a  dry  re- 
capitulation of  what  was  familiarly  known  before,  but  a 
brief  and  intelligent  view  of  the  whole  subject,  explaining 
the  harmony  which  prevails  in  the  structure  of  the  earth's 
surfiree,  and  how  important  a  knowledge  of  its  details  are 
in  an  economical  point  of  view,   making  the  whole,   at 
every  atep,  subservient,  as  much  as  possible,  to  the  illus- 
tration of  American  geology.     I  most  think  that  no  indi- 
vidual can  acquire  information  of  this  kind,  without  ex- 
periencing a  corresponding  enlargment  of  mind,  that  makes 
him  a  more  useful  citizen  and  a  happier  man.     The  plain- 
est fiirmer  may  thue  be  made  to  understand  how  a  knowl- 
edge of  geology  is  useful  to  agriculture.     Very  extensive 
districts  consist  of  a  recurrence  of  decomposed   shales, 
sandstones,  and  superficial  soil   produced  from  primary 
rocks,  and  are  comparatively  barren.     In  such  lieds  silice- 
ous substances  predominate,  they  having  but  a  small  pro- 
portion of  calcareous  matter.     A  single  band  of  limestone 
sometimes  effects  a  revolution  in  the  value  of  an  extensive 
district  of  this  character.     We  he^r  soils  called  light,  and 
heavy,  and  wet ;  it  is  the  mineral  substance  of  the  geo- 
logical beds  which  makes  them  so.     Some  families  of  grain 
and  plants  fkil  upon  peculiar  soils ;  this  is  owing  to  the 
presence  or  absence  of  particular  minerals,  for  even  animals 
do  not  thrive  where  their  food  is  not  appropriate.     Occa- 
sionally a  district  or  given  area  is  too  wet  for  crops  that 
would  succeed  if  the  land  were  drier ;  a  litllo  knowledge 
of  geology  would  teach  the  farmer  that  the  springy  quality 
of  his  land  is  owing  to  a  bed  clay  that  intercepts  the  rain, 
prevents  its  percolating  downwards,  and  forces  it  out  at  its 
surfkce.     Wherever  he  finds  the  clay  he  will  find  the  same 
inconvenience,  and,  knowing  the  extent  of  the  cause,  his 
ingenuity  will  soon  teach  him  to  remove  it  by  a  proper 
course  of  drainage.     I  remember  seeing,  several  years  ago, 
the  most  barren  part  of  the  beach  at  Long  Branch,  in 
New  Jersey,  suddenly  bearing  a  luxuriant  crop  of  clover. 
This  I  learned  had  been  produced  by  carting  the  common 
gravel  upon  it  from  the  adjacent  sea-i^hore.     This  gravel, 
which  had  a  very  unpromising  appearance  to  the  naked  eye, 
upon  being  examined  with  a  pocket  microscope,  was  found 
to  contain  great  quantities  of  comminuted  sea-shelk  and 
marine  animal  matter,  constituting  it  a  valuable  manure. 
There  are  those  who  object  to  this  manner  of  considering 
the  subject,  that  it  is  an  attempt  to  draw  farmers  oiTfrom 
pratical  operations  to  considerations  of  a  more  theoretical 
nature,  believing  that  even  an  elementary  acquaintance 
vrith  chemistry  and  geology  is  not  fitted  for  a  class,  the 
majority  of  which  is  unstudied.     But  a  long  and  intimate 
acquaintance  with  such   men,    acquired   by  a   residence 
amongst  them,  has  convinced  me  that  the  .objection  is  not 
well  founded.     Divest  these  sciences  of  the  prejudice  which 
attaches  to  their  names,  impart  their  principles  (which 
af^er  all  are  the  principles  which  govern  nature)  to  men  of 
good  sense,  in  a  plain  and  regular  way,  consistent  with 
their  own  habits  of  thinking  and  acting,  and  they  will 
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nndaritand  them  perfectly  well,  and  put  them  to  the  best 
11M.  Who  can  hold  a  conversation  with  an  intelligent 
man  of  thia  kind,  without  being  affected  by  his  sitaation, 
standing  upon  the  threshold  of  knowledge,  whilst  to  him 
it  is  all  darkness  and  oonfuaion  1  A  clear-headed  practical 
farmer  may  be  made,  however  unlettered,  to  comprehend 
enough  of  these  branches  to  convince  him  of  the  unerring 
truth  of  the  principles  which  govern  his  vocation.  At 
every  step  he  takes  his  condition  will  become  more  elevat- 
ed. Men  may  ridicule  the  idea  of  imbuing  the  minds  of 
plain  farmers  with  a  philosophical  turn,  yet  if  it  were  to  be 
done,  it  would  unquestionably  lead  to  very  beneficial  re- 
sults, and  the  sum  of  human  happiness,  in  every  direction, 
be  thereby  greatly  increased. 

Entertaining  these  opinions,!  have  been  greatly  encour- 
aged to  adopt  the  course  I  have  pursued,  by  the  advioe  of 
gentlemen  in  the  present  Congress,  for  whose  judgment  I 
have  gtcat  deference,  and  who,  having  experienced  the 
diffictttttes  which  are  inseparable  from  the  study  of  scien- 
tific works,  where  the  higher  branches  are  alone  treated  o^ 
and  where  the  technicalities  are  entirely  left  unexplained, 
have  suggested  the  usefulness  of  appending  to  my  report 
a  glossary  or  explanation  of  the  common  terms  used  in 
geology.  Believing,  therefore,  that  I  have  not  formed  an 
erroneous  estimate  of  what  may  be  deemed  both  expedient 
and  useful  at  the  present  moment,  and  having  for  my  sole 
motive  the  accomplishment  of  a  general  good,  I  have  given 
a  brief  account  of  the  existing  mjneral  beds  both  in  Europe 
and  America,  as  far  as  regards  their  general  structure  and 
order  of  succession  to  each  other,  adding  such  observations 
concerning  the  nomenclature  that  has  been  applied  to  them, 
as  may  serve  to  soften  the  difficulties  to  those  who  are  en- 
gsging  for  the  first  time  with  geological  literature,  and  to 
assist  in  guiding  observers  in  ascertaining  the  geological 
position  of  the  rocks  which  are  the  subjects  of  tluir  invee- 
tigation.  This  part  of  the  subject  will  be  found  further 
illustrated  by  a  comparative  tabular  view  of  the  geological 
column  in  both  hemispheres. 

Perhaps  the  propriety  of  the  extended  form  which  this 
report  takes,  may  be  safely  placed  upon  other  considera- 
tions. Those  who,  like  myself,  have  witnessed  the  rise 
and  progress  of  civil  engineering  in  this  country,  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  causes  of  that  frequent  niisappliration 
of  hieans  in  the  construcgon  cf  some  of  our  earliest  and 
most  important  internal  improvements,  and  the  influence 
of  which  only  ceased  in  proportion  as  experience  and  study 
had  converted  good  surveyors  into  expert  engineers.  The 
country  having  become  awakened  to  the  value  of  its  min- 
eral resources,  the  States  are  now  legislating  on  this  impor- 
tant subject,  and  the  same  process  will  have  to  be  repeated 
in  the  coming  extension  of  geological  surveys.  Men  of 
enthusiasm  and  energy  in  the  acquisition  of  information 
connected  with  natural  history,  will  have  to  supply  the 
demand  which  will  soon  ari^e  for  geological  investigations; 
but  many  of  them  will  come  forward  with  attainments 
variously  acquired,  and  with  opinions  and  prejudices  that 
will  be  discordant  with  the  views  entertained  by  othera. 
Nomenclatures  have  lieen  oflfered  for  the  geological  strata 
of  this  country,  which  have  little  or  no  affinity  for  thoae 
established  by  the  most  experienoed  geologists,  and  which^ 
if  not  discouraged,  would  throw,  much  confusion  into  the 
study  of  the  science ;  for  geology  is  the  science  of  naturer' 
and  not  of  any  particular  country,  and  apart  from  the  posi- 
tive advantages  derived  from  the  use  of  simple  terms,  uni- 
versally received,  it  is  one  of  the  blessings  of  science  suc- 
cessfully pursued,  and  often  the  only  reward  of  those  who 
devote  themselves  to  it,  that,  establishing  a  universal  har- 
mony of  intellect,  it  inspires  mutual  benevolence  in  minds 
•eparaied  by  immense  distancei^  and  unitea  them  all  in  (he 
Aoble  object  of  advancing  the  best  interests  of  mankind. 
^  In  closing  these  preliminary  observations,  I  must  injus- 
tice to  myself  remark  that,  from  the  neowii^  of  the  Ofm, 


the  reporta  which  it  has  hitherto  been  mydoty  tedmr^ 
could  not,  however  I  might  have  been  disposed  to  esafly 
with  the  wishes  of  individuals  anxioas  for  minate  sediM 
and  descriptions  of  all  the  particular  localities  which  hm 
come  under  my  notice  during  my  official  connoioa  mA 
the  Government,  and  however  desirable,  have  tafcn  Ihi 
character.  7'he  geological  booj^  it  is  mw,  coolsio  gatt 
varieties  of  suob  sections,  and  they  are  eminently  nkikk; 
but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  they  are  the  laaltsof  h- 
bors  vohintarily  undertaken,  limtted  .to  particolsr  dimHK 
and  accomplished  by  a  leisure  independent  of  sll  obiigilini 
to  perform  other  and  indispeoMble  duties.  The  gsskfiol 
litecature  we  possess,  and  which  is  almost  exckMivdj  b* 
ropean,  has  grown  out  of  the  britlknt  career  which  ilii 
science  has  hod  for  near  thirty  yean^  under  the  difscba 
•f  a  nnmerons  body  of  energetic  and  often  wcolthj  M^ 
aaaiated  by  all  the  facilities  of  highly-dviliMd  and  wcB-al' 
tied  coontriea.  The  great  contrast  whieh  the  remsis  pofe 
of  this  country  present  in  this  respect,  is  sometisM  M 
adverted  to.  My  own  opportjunities  are  particokHj  eoi' 
trasted  with  those  of  the  European  geologists  I  haveib- 
ded  to*  The  Government  conceiving  itself  authsiiai  K 
cause  these  geological  reconnolssanoee  to  be  madssB^ii 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  my  iostractioiif  m 
made  out  conformably,  and  it  becomes  a  matter  tf  itj 
with  me  strictly  to  obey  them.  The  vast  extebt  of  ib 
United  States  makes  it  occasionally  difficult  to  mch  p 
ticulsr  points,  before  the  season  arrives  when  it  is  m» 
aary  to  turn  beck  to  escape  the  rigor  of  the  winter.  Sub 
was  the  case  during  my  exMrsion  last  year.  Te  thshi* 
indispensable  to  the  performance  of  these  distsat  nm- 
sions,  may  be  added  other  serious  inoonveniencei^  mms^ 
which  may  be  enumerated  the  want  of  accurals  aisps  ai 
the  wikl  state  of  the  country  on  the  borders  of  sod  b^ 
the  white  population,  where  the  acquisition  of  coiNcit^ 
pogropbicol  knowledge  and  the  cases  of  seif-pffsemia 
becofloe  a  very  absorbing  occupation.  It  is  tree  ihstcif*' 
dttioBs  of  this  character  compensate  to  the  geoktiil  ^ 
advantages  htf  enjoys  in  other  aitnatioos.  He  pii* 
through  various  countries,  and  enjoya  rare  opportsaiM^ 
comparing  their  mineral  structure,  and  of  trscinf  ibttf* 
tensive  formations  of  the  western  part  of  this  coaatrj;  M 
it  results  frpm  all  these  circomstanoea  that,  being  obfipih 
deal  more  with  general  than  particular  ge^ogy,  bescqtf> 
the  habit  of  considering  geology  more  upon  ths  hift  ik* 
the  minute  scale.  Such  is  the  case  with  myself;  ktrtkit^ 
I  am  not  altogether  debarred  the  opportunities  sf  twiftf 
myself  of  the  details  of  forroationa  which  are  nev.asd* 
tereeting,  and  never  neglect  them,  yet  I  have  bithni^* 
my  reports,  thought  it  more  consistent  with  my  iB^^""^ 
generally  to  suppress  for  the  present  those  seotisoi  m 
I  have  made  in  localities  out  of  the  territories  of  the  I'liid 
States,  reserving  them  for  an  occasion  when  I  hop  * 
long  to  prodttce  them,  consistent  with  what  is  das  isi«9 
consideration.  In  one  sense,  however,  these  sxIsdmw* 
cursiona  are  highly  favorable  to  au  object  of  giest  'm^ 
ance  to  the  country,  the  construction  of  a  genersl  gMlJ 
cal  map  of  \ht  United  States— «a  undertaking  wli^w 
probably  require  a  great  deal  of  time  to  psifoct  Ik^ 
been  able  to  collect  materials  for  the  ovtiine  of  soeh  t  n^ 
which  we  ahoold  not  have  possesaed  bat  for  the  P"^ 
nature  of  my  duties  and  of  the  journeys  I  havena^f' 
to  aupply  many  othera  from  obeervatione  msds  n  fi^ 
thro^h  the  interior  of  theeoantry.  Thsexsrtisoii* 
making  to  prodoce  geological  infonnolion  in  varisni  AM 
wHl  increase  the  number  and  value  of  these  sMtsriih  A 
geological  map  of  the  whole  United  Statas,  whsN  dl  ■ 
foroatione  woold  be  exhibitod  on  a  large  eesK  n'* 
moot  importaat  depesites  ef  fuel,  metals,  and  wM  >^ 
rals  be  aceoialaly  laid  down,  wonld  be  a  moaaaa^f** 
naafal  and  honorable  to  the  ooualry  at  heoKsadshM 
and  I  tmst  the  day  is  not  daiant  whw  Csagnv  ail  * 
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red  rach  a  msp  to  be  eoiMlrficled  upon  a  «»le  oomflfM' 
•arete  with  the  importatiee  of  the  UBdartakiog.     1  proceed 
now  to  the  elemeotary  portion  of  the  report  of  whioh  I  have . 
vpoken. 

ijeotogy,  in  ite  moet  eomprehensHe  8en«e>  neans  the 
■to^  of  nature  and  of  all  natural  objects,  whether  thoee 
recent  onee  belonging  to  the  preeent  onler  of  nature,  or 
those  foeeil  ones  belonging  to  mora  remote  periods,  and 
Which  are  rappoaed  to  have  preceded  the  creation  of  man, 
bectam  no  veetige  of  the  eiirteoee  of  oar  race  hai  been 
hitherto  foond  coeval  with  them.  And  as  all  the  fonna  io 
nalare  preeent  themaetvee  to  ui  eiiber  in  Ofganie  er  inor* 
ganic  bodiea,  meaning'  bodies  which  have  the  facultf  of 
commaing  their  kinds  and  those  which  have  not,  it  reaolts 
thst  geology  stands  in  relation  with  all  the  physieal  aeien- 
ees,  and  that  every  geologist  ought  to  have  aome  knowledge 
of  mineralogy,  zoology,  and  botany,  siiice  the  ilivt  eenpre- 
hends  all  inorganic  bodies,  and  the  laat  two  all  organic 
fDrms.  In  a  more  limited  sense,  geology  eonprahends 
only  the  study  of  the  mineral  struetora  of  rocks,  their  rela- 
tive position,  and  the  fossils  imbedded  in  them.  Reecricted 
to  these  branches,  this  etndy,  however  useful  it  might  be, 
coqM  Tiot  rise  to  the  digitity  of  a  science.  The  origin  ef 
mountains  and  valleys,  the  changes  of  the  bed  of  the  ocean, 
the  action  of  rivers,  end  the  nature  of  volcanoes,  together 
whh  the  highly  liberal  study  of  comparative  arartomy, 
might  be  overlooked  in  this  narrow  field  Of  observation,  and 
with  them  all  thoae  lofl^lihilosophical  views  of  the  har- 
mony of  nature,  by  the  aid  of  which  geology  may  claim  to 
be  considered  as  opening  the  avenues  to  all  the  branches  of 
natural  science. 

An  individual  may  be  supposed  whoee  mind  had  never 
%efoie  been  awakeneid  to  this  subject,  and  contemplating 
hr  the  first  time  the  varied  nature  of  the  eurAce  of  the 
etTth,  the  sublime  height  of  the  mountains,  the  profiMind 
alleys,  the  extenaive  prairies  without  hills  or  valee,  the 
HMeans,  lakes,  and  rivers,  with  the  thousand  irregular  beau- 
ties which  give  so  much  grace  to  the  face  of  nature.  Yet 
might  this  superficial  aspect  awaken  no  more  enlarged  idea 
than  that  the  earth  was  a  confused  mass  of  rocks,  and 
tlays^  and  sands,  assembled  without  order  or  deaign.  At 
the  sea-shore,  however,  where  the  rocks  are  often  worn 
^wnto  mural  escarpments,*  and  the  beactiis  usually  cov- 
ered with  shingles  or  rounded  pebbles,  be  could  not  tail  to 
psnssive  that  these  last  had  been  brouglit  into  that  state  by 
4natual  trituration  from  water,  and  had  thua  been  divested 
ef  the  angular  form  they  had  when  first  broken  off  from  the 
parent  mass,  where  they  once  were,  in  the  langnage  of 
geologists,  in  eifw,  or  In  place.  Tbeae  would  at  once  re- 
mind him  of  the  rounded  pebbles  of  a  airoilar  character 
^nnd  on  the  dry  land,  almost  universally,  and  often  at 
-e  great  elevation  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  in  many 
instances  thousands  of  feet  above  the  marine  level.  The 
'liomeDt  such  an  individual  begins  to  think  of  the  cause 
^hich  could  have  produced  this  agreement  betwixt  peb- 
bin  found  in  each  dissimilar  situatioM,  be  entera  upon 
^e  study  of  geology.  This  is  one  of  its  first  and  most  im- 
fvrtant  lessons,  tnd  the  solotien  to  the  inquisy  will  be 
^ttd  to  be  the  key  to  similar  phenomena,  in  ^tuations  still 
Vers  extraordinary*  To  trace  tbeae  rounded  pebblea  to 
their  niffive  racka^  often  hundreds  ef  milee  distant  from 
^sm,  they  most  be  compared  with  other  pebblea  strewed 
^dong  the  whole  diattnce  to  the  original  masses  fron^ whence 
^iisy  were  detached ;  and  then  comes  the  great  question  of 
the  cause  which  gave  them  the  pebble  form,  and  which 
bought  them  there.  Another  important  question  would 
liow  suggest  itself  to  him,  whether  the  whole  substance  of 
'the  crust  of  the  earth  is  ane  solid  nuMS  of  materials  resem- 
Ming  those  which  appear  on  the  surfaee.  Although  he  had 
^ibservad  no  mineral  (fiflerencea  in  the  rocks  he  had  exam- 
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ined,  yet,  if  the  territory  upon  which  be  trod  furnished  ser* 
eral  strata  or  beds  superimpooed  upon  each  other,  he  might 
find  some  inJicaliona  of  those  strata  either  in  the  mural  ea- 
oarpmenu  on  the  seacoaat,  in  the  valleys  and  ravines  in* 
land  which  had  been  worn  by  the  action  of  rivers,  or  in  the 
fiasnres  which  had  been  caused  by  any  natural  agents.  In 
such  situations  he  would  often  find  the  mineral  structure 
of  the  rocks  corresponding  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  val- 
leys and  of  riven,  in  consequence  of  the  strata  having  been 
divided,  and  the  ssme  beds  presenting  themselves  on  each 
bank.  When  fully  satisfied  that  there  were  various  mine- 
ral beds  lying  beneath  the  arable  soil  on  the  surhco  contain- 
ing the  rolled  pebbles,  be  would  be  still  more  anxious  to 
learn  the  nature  of  all  the  beds  lying  beneath  thoee  he  had 
examined.  At  length,  extending  his  investigations,  he 
would  find  that  the  same  beds,  containing  the  eame  kiitda 
ef  foaail  ahells^  we  w  laid  upon  each  other  in  the  aame  order 
of  succession  at  very  diatant  pointy  and  that  where  be  could 
reoogniae  one  bed,  it  would  eerve  as  a  key  to  the  probable 
existence  of  other  aasodste  strata.  And  thus,  by  travelling 
and  practical  investigation,  and  by  books  and  the  conversa- 
tion of  oxpmenced  men,  the  geulogical  atndent  at  length 
comes  to  understand  that  the  earth  is  not- a  mass  of  rooks^ 
days,  and  sands,  accumulated  without  order  and  design, 
but  that  a  portion  of  the  superficial  part  of  the  planet,  now 
called  the  crust,  is  composed  of  a  aeries  of' strata,  differing 
from  each  other  in  very  materiel  circumstances,  yet  obeerv- 
ing  the  same  order  of  superposition  to  each  other  at  the 
grealeet  geographical  distances,  and  having,  of  courae,  come 
into  that  order  at  successive  periods. 

Leaving  the  geotegicai  student  to  the  impreasions  which 
these  appearances  will  make  upon  him,  the  various  strata 
of  this  series,  as  they  have  been  obserwd  both  in  Europe 
and  in  the  United  States,  and  which  comprehend  the  wb<A 
rocky  atructure  of  the  crust  of  the  earth,  as  for  as  it  haa 
been  examined,  will  be  briefly  considered.  Tt  is  stated  in 
my  report  of  1836,  that  the  whole  of  these  rqcks,  consid- 
ered as  a  geological  column,  which,  in  one  sense,  as  will 
be  hereafter  ahown,  form  a  true  geological  column,  may  be 
anbdivided  into  two  divisions;  the  inferior,  in  which,  no 
animal  or  vegetable  foksils  have  been  obeerved,  and  thore- 
ion  deemed  to  be  inorganic,  and  the  euperior,  which 
is  organic,  because  in  it  those  fossils  abound.  This 
last  division  is  probably,  in  eontradistinction  to  the  loweat 
roeks  of  the  preceding  division,  of  aqueous  origin,  being 
conatituted  of  the  ruins  of  some  of  the  inferior  rocks^ 
brought  into  a  comminuted  state  by  the  action  of  water, 
which,  when  in  a  atale  of  repose,  subsequently  distributed 
them  into  leveiSb  Other  rocks  are  the  result  of  quiet  do- 
poaitions  from  mineral  wat«ra,  and  some  may  be  the  result 
of  copious  ejections  of  mud  from  ancient  volcanoes.  There 
is  also  another  class  of  rocks,  to  which  the  term  **  intru- 
sive rocks"  has  been  well  applied.  It  is  familiarly  known 
that  modern  volcanoea  eject  rocky  matter  in  a  molten  state 
in  vast  quantitiee;  these  streams  of  lava,  when  indurated, 
become  rock  again,  of  various  degrees  of  mineral  connposi** 
tion,  and  whose  oonetituent  parts  hsve  a  great  affinity  to 
the  simple  elements  of  the  rocks  composing  the  mass  of 
the  inorganic  rocks  before  referred  to.  In  examining  the 
strata  of  the  superior  part,  we  often  find  them  penetrated 
and  distnrbed  by  rocks  of  this  character,  bearing  the  gene- 
ral name  of  trap.  It  is  inferred  from  them,  and  from  their 
appearanoe^  even  in  the  inferior  rocks,  where  also- granitic 
veins  are  found  injected,  that,  in  the  earliest  stages  of  the 
crust  of  the  earth,  igneous  causes  were  in  action  of  suffi- 
cient feree  to  fuse  mineral  bodies,  and  to  throw  them  to- 
warde  the  aurface,  during  which  progrees  they  penetrated 
the  beds  which  lay  in  their  way,  as  is  exemplified  in  diagram 
No.  1,  of  a  aingular  exhibition  of  trap  Injected  into  sand- 
atone,  at  Tottemish,  in  tha  Isle  of  8kye.*     It  will  be  ob- 


*  ]IIsCkiUQCb*B  WesiBca  Islands. 
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served  thai  the  horizontal  trap  Teins  repreeent  the  handle 
and  triple  prongn  of  a  fork,  and  that  if  all  that  part  of  the 
fcction  to  the  left  from  where  the  handle  is  joined  to  the 
prongs  had  heen  disintrisrated  and  worn  9way  in  the  lapse 
of  time,  leaving  the  part  to  the  right  representing  the  prongs, 
or  if  the  same  part  of  the  section  had  been  so  covered  up 
\  with  other  mineral  matter  as  to  defy  examination,  the  part 
exposed  would  have  presented  a  very  puzzling  case  of  hor« 
izontal  trap  veins ;  but  we  can  here  trace  the  prong*  to  tha 
handle,  and  the  handle  to  a  huge  vertical  dike  of  trap  that 
has  its  undoubted  origin  from  below. 

Before  the  geological  column  spoken  of  is  descrilied,  a 
few  remarks  may  be  oflered  on  the  current  nomenclatures 
which  have  been  applied  to  its  various  members.  It  was 
necessary  in  the  infancy  of  the  science,  to  give  names  to 
the  strata,  as  they  were  recognised ;  these  were,  of  course, 
either  theoretical  or  local,  as  a  natural  and  philosophical 
classification  and  nomenclature  can  only  be  the  result  of 
much  experience.  How  qiany  of  the  modem  designations 
will  be  eventually  retained  we  know  not ;  but  Uft  the  pre- 
sent, independent  of  their  own  merits,  it  appears  impor- 
tant that  we  should  adhere  as  closely  as  circumstances  will 
admit  of  it,  to  the  arrangements  of  British  geologists.  It 
is  acknowleilged,  even  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  that 
their  great  exertions  and  learning  have  raised  the  science 
to  the  consequence  it  now  enjoys ;  and  aa  the  meet  valua- 
ble records  of  geological  literature  are  contained  in  our 
common  overspreading  language,  there  aeems  to  be  every 
motive  for  our  present  deference  to  British  authorities  on 
this  subject,  and  for  eatablishing  such  harmony  of  views 
between  the  geologists  of  both  hemispheres  as  will  accele- 
rate the  period  of  a  permanent  classifieation.  For  the  pre^ 
sent  all  geologists  appear  to  be  agreed  upon  the  fiact  that 
we  have  sufficiently  advanced  in  the  examination  of  the 
airucture  of  various  parts  of  the  earth,  to  perceive  that  the 
numerous  strata  which  constitute  the  accessible  part  of  its 
crust  have  qome  into  their  places  in  succession  to  each  other, 
apcording  to  an  order  which  may  be  said  to  be  invariable, 
since  the  exceptions  to  invariability  which  occasionally  oe« 
cur  can  be  satisfactorily  referred  to  causes  necessary  to  the 
constancy  of  succession  of  the  strata ;  for  the  deposition  of 
the  sedimentary  rocks,  or  those  deposited  from  water,  is  re- 
ferable to  the  indirect  action  of  those  subterranean  causes 
which  have  either  dislocated  or  broken  down  the  older 
rocks,  from  the  ruins  of  which  most  of  them  are  composed, 
or  have  sent  to  the  surface  such  wide-spread  mineral  solu- 
tions, that  we  are  able  to  conceive  of  them  only  by  the  ex- 
tent of  their  deposites,  which  could  never  have  been  pro- 
duced by  mineral  springs  upon  so  contracted  a  scale  as 
those  which  exhibit  themselves  under  the  present  order  of 
things.  In  other  words,  the  causes  which  have  directly  or 
indirectly  produced  the  deposition  of  all  sedimentary  rocks 
have  continued  to  act  at  successive  periods,  sometimes  dis- 
turbing the  older  beds,  and  forming  new  ones  from  their 
ruins,  at  other  times  producing  new  strata  from  mineral 
solutions. 

Accordingly  one  of  the  most  interesting  problems  in 
geology  is  to  separate  those  periods  from  each  other,  and 
to  ascertain,  by  the  mineral  structure  oi  such  rocks,  by  the 
organic  remains  Imbedded  in  them,  and  by  the  measure  of 
conformability  of  strata  to  a  horizontal  line,  the  {losittve 
affinities  and  differences  between  them  all.  By  this  pro- 
cess, an  estimate  may  eventually  be  formed  of  the  exact 
amount  of  those  affinities  and  differences  in  the  most  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  earth,  and  a  consentaneous  judgment  be 
prooouBoed  upon  the  nature  of  tnose  causes,  from  the  uni- 
versality or  locality  of  their  efiects,  whether  they  are  consti- 
;ttttional  to  the  planet  or  not. 

It  is  then,  only,  that  a  nomenclature  founded  upon  thoee 
unerring  principles  by  which  naturs  is  constituted,  can  be 
established  and  applied  to  all  the  strata  and  phenomena 
which  have  preceded  the  present  oeder  of  things,  being 


these  which  are  peculiarly  the  objects  of  geological  inqoii;. 
It  will  probably  also  be  found  that  the  judgment  whidmi 
ultimately  be  formed  will  be  confirmed  by  what  u  paaiag 
in  the  present  order  of  nature,  where  the  sum  of  iffisitia 
and  differences  is  still  farther  extended,  and  where  thepir- 
tial  production  of  rocky  matter,  whether  of  a  sedimatfiiy 
or  intrusive  nature,  is  obviously  caused  by  thesetioBeftlM 
same  universal  principles. 

In  accordance  with  the  intention  to  treat  this  subject  ia 
an  elementary  manner,  a  brief  acceunt  will  be  given  «)ftbt 
prioetpal  strata  composing  the  geological  colomn,  as  it  1m 
heen  observed  in  Europe,  noticing,  at  the  same  tiaie,  Ihi 
American  beds,  which,  firum  their  general  agceemential 
position  in  the  series,  have  been  thought  to  beequivaleiiti; 
prsmisiiig,  however,  that  where  a  group  of  beds  ocean,  tte 
members  of  which  have  a  strong  affinity  for  each  other  ii 
mineral  structure  and  pi^ganic  remains,  and  which  difb 
materially  from  the  adjacent  beds  lying  above  or  hekm,  it 
is  sometimes  called  a  formation,  and  its  members  are  dtoMJ 
to  have  been  deposited  at  an  epoch  peculiar  to  theoMliv 
and  separated  from  any  other  epoch  by  a  period  of  tiaetf 
some  duration.  If  the  existing  suriiBce  of  the  earth  shedd 
at  any  future  era  be  entombed,  with  the  zoological  and  ba- 
tanical  bodies  constituting  the  present  order  of  naton,  lif 
new  sedimentary  deposites  brought  there,  aa  the  axjA'^ 
««  es  apparently ,  have  been,  and  a  new  order  of  (hingi  ecu 
to  commence  consequent  to  the  repose  after  such  an  cvnii 
having  aome  affinities  for  the  p^^ing  one,  yet  posKMg 
organic  bodiea  not  belonging  to  it,  suc&eedunentsiydep» 
ites  would,  according  to  the  received  language  io  geoko, 
be  called  a  new  formation .  This  hypothetical  state  of  tbii|P 
Vi  thought  to  have  been  often  repeated  in  the  ancient  tfi 
of  the  planet.  It  is  proper  also  to  remark,  that,  altheqgk 
the  members  of  this  column  preserve  an  invariable  euceesoi 
to  each  other,  yet  it  frequently  happens  that,  io  vfrnei 
parts  of  the  world,  many  of  them  are  wanting.  TtiM 
deficiencies  in  the  localities,  where  they  are  obasrvecl,  n 
to  be  attributed  either  to  the  inaction  of  thecauFsettivfaick 
the  beds  owe  their  origin,  or  to  other  canaes,  threagb  |h* 
agency  of  which  they  have  disappeared.  SoaieCiiix^  is- 
deed,  the  deficiency  is  only  apparent,  the  strata  beiagi* 
much  altered  in  appearance  from  the  contiguity  of  ialrase 
rocka^  as  to  assume  another  character.  Wherevefisyy 
the  strata  are  found,  however,  the  order  of  their  sqccmb 
is  constant,  like  the  alphabetic  order  of  letters,  B  in  Aner- 
ica  being  never  found  above  A,  whilst  A  in  Chios,  «■ 
any  other  part  of  the  world,  is  always  Ibund  shove  sil  tki 
other  letters,  and  never  under  any  of  them.  The  intrsuM 
rocks  are  of  course  excluded  from  this  statemeot  What 
A  (and  the  same-may  be  said  of  any  other  letter)  is  fasii 
contignoosly  overlying  G,-  or  any  other  hed,  in  suckiiiM* 
ces  the  intervening  beds  are  deficient,  fiem  some  of  l^ 
causes  before  alluded  to. 

By  such  inductive  steps  are  we  awakened  to  aseB«* 
those  truths  which  geology  teaches,  and  come  to  penoo 
that  the  genetal  atrangement  of  the  beds  compoiiiii  "^ 
superficial  part  ef  the  erust  of  the  earth  is  not  iacohcRit 
and  at  random,  but  has  been  produced  hy  causes  both  oik 
stent  arid  general;  for  since,  after  a  matoieezaiBiaatiflS" 
the  European  beds,  evidences  of  thesame  geologicalepMki 
are  found  at  the  most  distant  pointa,  it  wonki  be  infiaiBir 
a  more  strange  thing  if  affinities  were  not  found  ksir,  this 
it  can  possibly  be  ifr  the  eyes  of  eoeptical  psnoas  tsiv 
some  of  the  beds  in  both  hemispheres  considered  as  f^ 
aleots. 

Although  this  order  of  sueoession  ezisis,  yet  in  ao  ^ 
of  the  world  have  all  these  beds  been  found  uninienapMr 
overlying  each  other,  as  they  are  repieseDted  in  ^P^ 
gieal  Column.  This  perpendicular  eeetion  only  repnieaMi 

the  beds  which  have  been  described  as  eoning  into  ^ 
placea  in  succession  to  each  other.  .If,  however,  all  tfa^ 
deposites  had  been  oitde  in  the  aaae  locality,  and  h«l  m( 


APPENDIX— ro  Gale$  ^  Seaton's  Register. 


287 


Geologieai  Reeonnoismnee. 


[25tli  Covo.  Ivt  8b88. 


been  fliib«qiieiiUy  distnrbady  tueli  a  metion  mifht  have  ex- 
ifted  in  nature.  Bot»  me  baa  been  before  obaervad^  aome  of 
Ihem  are  wanting  iu  every  counlf  j.  In  the  tabolar  riew 
bllowinff,  the  airata,  for  the  sake  of  convenient  reference, 
ire  grouped.  The  beda,  from  the  variegated  or  red  marl 
[o  the  Portland  oolite,  both  inclusive,  comprenend  what 
Boglish  geologists  have  named  the  oolitic  series ;  this  group 
^  an  average  thickness  of  2,700  feet  ip  England,  but  has 
lot  yet  been  found  on  any  part  of  this  eontinent  Chalk, 
dso,  which  has  an  average  thickness  of  about  700  feet  in 
Borope,  is  not  found  here,  although  many  associate  strata 
leloQgJog  to  the  group  it  is  a  member  of,  and  lying  both 
ibove  and  below  it,  are  well  developed  in  the  United  States, 
rhis  remarkable  depocite  in  tne  countries  where  it  exists, 
ontalns  in  the  upper  part  of  its  white  mass  numerous  irreg-' 
dar  beds  of  nodules  and  plates  of  the  dark-colored  flint  of 
ommeroe.  Haldon  Hill,  in  Devonshire,  consists  of  gnreen 
uds  superimposed  upon  red  marl,  the  interrening  beda 
eing  wanting.  But  tho  chalk  which  lies  upon  the  green 
lods  in  the  tabular  view  is  not  ther^  and  an  nnobserving 
raveiler  would  cross  this  lofty  barrier  without  being  remind* 
il  of  it.  A  geologist,  however,  is  struck  with  the  immense 
eaps  of  flints  deposited  in  Yarious  parts  of  this  hill,  some 
I  entire  nodules,  exactly  as  they  are  found  in  the  chalk, 
lid  others  broken  up  and  comminuted  into  a  thousand 
ieoes.  Looking  around  him,  he  sees  at  the  loot  of  the 
ill  a  rich  and  broad  valley  with  the  river  Ex  flowing 
trough  it  to  the  ocean,  which  is  visible  on  his  right.  At 
me  distance  in  front  he  sees  the  white  chalk  cliflb  of  ]>er- 
^ire.  Ha  now  comprehends  the  phenomenon,  sees  that 
le  chalk  has  once  been  in  position  where  he  no^  finds 
liy  the  flints;,  and  that  some  cause  has  put  an  immeasura* 
e  water  power  in  motion,  which  has  scooped  out  the  vale 
'  Ex,  and  washed  out  all  the  cretaceous  matter  for  many 
lies,  leaving  the  flints  behind  as  monuments  of  the  de- 
tsite  in  which  they  were  imbedded,  and  of  the  irresistible 
rce  of  the  movement  which  separated  them.  This  has 
en  found  repeated  in  other  parts  of  Europe.  On  this 
otinent  no  chalk  flints  have  yet  been  found,  nor  any  other 
idencee  that  the  chalk  has  been  removed,  and  the  same 
serration  may  be  applied  to  the  oolitic  aeries,  want« 
I  here,  since  its  characteristic  fossils  have  not  been 
Bnd. 

Of  the  absence  of  other  beds  of  the  geological  series, 
I  have  remarkable  instances  on  this  continent.  On  the 
^fog-icol  line  extending  from  the  6tate  of  Maine  continur* 
sly,  in  .<ie  direction  of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
litimore^  Washington,  and  the  falls  of  aU  the  Atlanlio 
era^  to  IVetumpka,  on  the  Coosa  river,  in  Alabama, 
m  are  no  beda  Itetween  the  primary  rocks  at  the  bottom- 
the  series,  and  the  loose  detritus  and  alluvial  depostles 
the  surfibee,  but  very  important  members  of  the  upper 
ondary  and  tertiary  groups  are  found  east  of  that  Una, 
m  whence  it  may  be  <  inferred  that  they  were  deposited 
en  the  ocean  was  bounded  by  that  geological  line.  Of 
I  causes  of  this  deficiency  of  strata  upon  so  long  a  line, 
lether  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  early  elevation  of  the 
mary  rocks  above  the  marine  level,  or  to  causes  which 
re  removed  other  strata,  geologists  may  divide  in  opin- 
t ;  bnt  tho  absence  of  all  evidence  oT  a  disturbing  force 
nmensaraJte  with  such  extended  effects,  strengthens  the 
t  conjecture,  which  recommends  itself,  by  the  simplicity 
its  fitness,  in  accounting  for  the  phenomenon. 
rhe  following  tabular  view  of  the  principal  known  rocks 
tibita  such  a  section  as  might  have  existed  in  nature  if 
llie  beds  had  been  deposited  in  one  locality,  and  had 
rer  been  disturbed.  It  also  presents,  as  geologists  will 
oetve,  for  the  first  tune  in  any  tabular  view,  the  new 
Mgements  of  that  important  portion  of  the  column 
lerlo  designated  as  granwacke  and  transition  forma- 
is^  by  those  distinguished  lesders  of  the  science,  Mr. 
rcbison  aad  the  Rev.  Adam  Sedgwick. 


TABULAR  VIEW  OF  THE  FOUMATIOHS. 
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Superficial  soil  or  present  order  of  nature. 


Tertiary  order. 


[ 


JLJpper  tenJMy  or  pliocene. 
Middle  tertiary  or  miocene. 
Lower  tertiary  or  eocene. 


Feet. 


Cretaceoufl  group 
deficient  In  the 
United  States. 


Uptjer  clialk,  with  flinia. 
er  chalk. 


Uhalk  marl. 


Subcretaceoos 
group. 


{ 


Upper  green  sand.   "JT" 


Wealdea 
deficient 
United  Slates 


»iate8.     C  i' 


Qault. 

Lower  green  sand. 


"WealHxiayT 


Hastings  sand. 


I  Purbeck  limestone. 


§ 

o 

i 

s 


Oolitic  series :  de 
ficient  in  ihe  U. 
States^ 


Portland  oolite. 


Kimmeridge  clay. 
Coral  rag. 


Oxford  clayT 


Cornbraah. 
Forefft  Marble. 


Bradford  clay. 
Great  or  Bath  oolite. 


Fuller's  earthT 
Inferior  oolite. 


New  red  sandstone 
gnmp:  deflcteaey, 
not  poaitively  as- 
certained. 


Liaa. 

Variegated  or  red  marl. 


Muflciielkalk. 


jlew  red  aandstoner 
^echateln. 


Exeter  red  conglomerate. 


Carboniferous 
group. 


/-  rBitunainous  coal  measure> 
■s    MHIione  grit  and  shale. 


'Cartxmifbnnis  limestone. 


Old  red  sandstone. 


Silurian  system.  < 


Ludlow  rocks. 

Wealock  limestone  and  sliale. 
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Cambrian  system 


{ 


Caradocbeds. 
Llandeilo  flags. 


1^ 


Upper  Cambrias. 


Middle  Cambrian. 


Lower  Cambrian. 


Serpentine. 


} 


laoa 

3 


G^^een8tone  recks. 
Talcose  slates. 


Hornblende  rocks. 
Primwdial  limestone. 


Mica  slaliT 


Uneiss. 
Granite. 


N.  B.  The  figures  represent  the  average  approzimsts  thickness  of 
some  of  the  beds. 

It  having  been  already  stated  that  the  rocks  l^elongtRg  to 
the  superior  division  of  this  column  are  constituted  prin- 
cipally of  the  rains  of  those  of  the  inferior  division,  brought 
into  a  commifinted  state  by  the  action  of  water,  and  sub* 
sequently  deposited  into  levels,  the  obvioos  propriety  of 
considering  the  column  in  the  ascending  order  will  be  per- 
ceived. Every  practical  student  will  also  see  the  necessitj 
of  having  some  linowledge  of  the  mineral  structure  of  the 
older  rocks,  before  he  can  form  a  judicious  opinion  of  the 
mineral  origin  of  the  more  modern  ones.  The  great 
number  of  the  formations  of  the  inorganic  division  are 
put  down  approzimatively  as  to  their  order  of  succession. 
i$oine  of  them,  as  the  granite,  are  unstratiBed,  whilst  the 
gneiss  and  some  others  are  si  ratified.  Althoagh  all  of 
them  are  not  of  igneous  origin,  yet  most  of  them  in  their 
turn  seemed  to  have  acted  in  the  character  of  intrusive 
rocks.  In  some  countries  we  have  evidence  of  trappean 
matter  having  been  ejected  from  beneath  the  granite. 
Whilst,  however,  they  are  not  found  in  all  countries  in 
the  order  assigned  to  them  in  this  column,  yet  they  iiave 
been  found  overy  where  approximating  to  it.  In  the  earlj 
days  of  geology,  wbfen  tbeoreiical  terms  had  more  influence 
than  at  present,  they  were  called  primitive,  because  it  was 
'  supposed  they  had  been  produced  bek>rr  all  other  rocks. 
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The  term  primary  has  since  been  substitated,  as  expressing 
Uioir  antecedent  state  in  the  colarau,  without  any  theoreti- 
cal assertion.  Geologists,  on  account  of  the  extreme  in- 
terest attending  the  study  of  the  fossiliferoas  rocks,  have 
paid  such  undivided  attention  to  them,  that  the  most  an- 
cient formations  hare  been  comparatively  neglected,  and 
an  ample  field  has  thus  been  left  for  the  arrangement  of 
this  mineralogical  branch  of  geology,  where  the  rarer 
minerals  and  crystals  may  assist  in  pointing  out,  as  fossils 
have  hitherto  done,  the  natural  classification  of  these  prim- 
ordial rocks.  We  are  encouraged  to  believe  that  this  will 
not  be  deferred  a  long  time,  when  we  look  to  the  splendid 
results  of  the  Silurian  system  which  have  been  wrought 
out  of  the  grauwackean  chaos  during  the  last  four  years, 
by  the  perseverance  and  sound  judgment  of  Mr.  Murchi- 
son. 

Before  entering  upon  any  description  of  these  inferior 
rocks,  some  observations  may  be  introduced  here,  upon  the 
two  general  classes  into  which  all  depositee  may  be  arrang- 
ed— those  of  chemical  and  those  of  mechanical  origin. 
Although  the  object  of  the  geologist  is  rather  to  arrive  at 
just  conclusions  respecting  the  causes  to  which  mineral 
beds  owe  their  position^  than  to  the  elementary  nature  of 
the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed,  yet  som*  miner- 
alogical acquaintance  wi^  their  mineral  constituents  is 
requisite  to  discriminate  between  tbem,  and  every  student 
is  supposed  to  have  prepared  himself,  in  some  degree,  to 
comprehend  the  chemical  laws  under  the  influence  of  which 
mineralogical  bodies  take  their  peculiar  forms.  Crystalline 
bodies,  however  imperfect,  are  the  result  of  chemical  agen- 
cies ;  and  where  a  rock  is  composed  of  regular  crystals  of  one 
mineral,  imbedded  in  a*massive  paste  of  imperfectly  crystal- 
lized mineral  matter  of  ai)other  kind,  we  may  come  safely 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole  mass  has  had  a  crystal- 
line origin.  There  is  a  porpbyritic  granite  of  this  kind, 
called  Shapfell  granite,  in  England,  which  is  met  with  in 
various  parts  of  the  world.  It  is  the  rock  upon  which  the 
coal  measures  of  Chesterfield,  Virginia,  rest,  and  I  have 
observed  it  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Blue  ridge,  in  Mad- 
ison county,  in  that  State,  and  in  various  parts  of  Georgia. 
This  rock  has  evidently  nevor  been  disturbed  as  to  its  ag- 
gregation since  its  first  chemical  production.  The  other 
class  of  rocks  is  of  a  different  character.  When  observed 
by  the  microscope,  the  aggregate  parts  appear  to  consist  of 
small  fragments  of  Crystalline  minerals,  having  been  sub- 
jected to  much  attrition  by  water,  in  consequence  of  which 
they  have  lost  their  sharp  edges,  and  have  become  rounded. 
Deposites  of  this  kind,  the  constituents  of  which  have  been 
mechanically  separated  from  crystalline  bodies,  ere  easily 
recognised  for  the  greater  part.  They  have  all  been  evi- 
dently deposited  from  water,  and  are  classed  amongst  the 
sedimentary  rocks,  in  contradistinction  to  the  others^  which 
are  deemed  to  be  ignigenous.  There  are  a  few  rocks  which 
have  an  ambiguous  character :  those  limestones  which  have 
been  deposited  from  solutions  take  a  crystalline  aspect,  and 
many  strata  proximate  to  ignigenous  rocks  have  been  sub- 
jected to  some  change  in  their  external  appearance,  but  the 
exceptions  will  not  interfere  with  this  olaesification. 

'i'he  common  gnmiie  is  easily  recognised  by  its  granular 
ciystalline  structure,  composed  of  felspar,  quartz,  and  mi- 
ca, nearly  eaqually  diffused  and  united  into  a  mass  without 
any  apparent  cement.  The  varieties  are  numerous,  occa- 
sioned by  the  varying  proportions  of  its  constituent  parts. 
And  the  substitution  of  other  minerals  for  some  of  them. 
Amongst  the  most  remarkable  are  ihoee  known  as  graphic 
granite,  a  beautiful  mineral  composed  almost  entirely  of 
kmeUar  felspar  and  quarts,  so  disposed  as  to  present  an  ap- 
pearaiioe  of  literal  characters.  This  variety  contains  beryls, 
garnets,  and  other  minerals,  and,  where  it  is  fbnnd  in  ex- 
tensive depositee,  as  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  about  ten 
miles  from  Wilmington,  is  valuable  for  the  manufacture  of 
porcelain.     Another  variety  is  the  perphyritb  granite  be- 


fore raeotioiied,  where  lerfe  rkomboidal  ciyaldi  of  rri  aA 
white  felsper  are  imbedded  in  a  pesis  of  ■BsU-gniisi 
gmaite. 

The  gneiss  ie  generally  a  atratified  rock,  oftsaaboBiidiBi 
so  mnoh  ip  miee  as  to.  conetitute  its  base.  '  The  pistii  d 
this  last  mineral  are  distributed  paraUet  to  its  suals,  whidi 
occasion  it  to  split  easily  in  that  direotien.  Graoilt  oAn 
peseee  into  this  rock,  the  quartx  being  absent  Then  iii 
singular  rock  on  the  prairie  at  the  Cvraod  Forti^aAitf 
Lae  qui  patk^  on  the  8t  Peter's.  Immense  msMi,  aw 
of  them  twenty  feet  high,  abound  there,  with  s  Isinniial 
structure  ae  perfect  as  to  form  a  true  etratificalion.  1^ 
lamina  are  in  many  instaneea  cHily  an  inch  in  breadth,  ni 
dip  totheaoutheestwith  an  almost  vertical  incUnatioa.  lu 
a  red  granular  rock,  oontaining  little  or  no  mica,  raMobiiic 
gmnite  in  every  particular  except  its  stratilicatidD.  Goas 
is  a  very  abundant  rock  in  the  Atlantic  poctioa  of  the  Uu- 
ted  Statee.  It  is  extenaively  quarried  in  the  vkaai^  d 
New  Yoik  and  Philadelphia  for  architectural  paipoa^ 
whilst  on  the  hiUs  above  Georgetown,  in  the  Dirtrictof  C»> 
lumbia,  it  is  in  a  doeoinpoaed  state;  the  felspar  bsfin|M 
its  oohesion,  and  the  mica  beiag  very  much  brokeo  dstt 
The  ferruginous  matter  belonging  to  this  rock  bttiffiiM' 
lated  by  molecahv  attiaetioii  showing  itself  in  iatenactiH 
carbonaceooe-looking  streaks  and  seems  where  tbemii 
have  been  out  throiqpfa  the  hiU%  but  being  more  geiNnlr 
difinsed  as  a  red  ozyde.  These  numerous  fefraiiiMt 
partings,  which  eanee  the  gneiss  to  eepeeate  bto  impk 
raaaeee  with  bright  black  feces,  are  not  found  in  tkit  jsH 
of  the  gneiss  whicfa  is  undeeeuipueed  in  the  same  tkie? 
along  Reck  creek. 

The  charadeiistic  rock  of  the  mica  elale  fonnalice  <* 
taina  little  or  no  felsper»  and  has  a  slaty  atnwtere,  ^  ^ 
glittering  appeannce.  Its  fiasility  enablee  its  to  bs  ctsW" 
niently  used  for  flaga  on  the  sideways  of  streets  Uii 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  all  the  gneiaB  dielricta. 

Primordial  limestone  is  found  in  thia  part  of  the  M 
but  is  not  constant  to  it  In  some  insteness  it  heikee 
called  eaocharine  limestone,  from  its  white  granuhrieae^ 
lance  to  loaf  sugar.  It  is  tho  material  used  fersUtteT 
marbles,  the  most  valuable  beds  of  which,  those  tleA  m 
unmixed  with  eilioeoua  particles^  are  very  rare.  IwiM* 
blocks,  weighing  several  tons,  have  been  sometiaiee  ta» 
ported  from  Italy  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  BMkinf  * 
single  statue,  whieb,  on  account  of  the  nesis  of  ciliBeo* 
matter  found  in  them,  have  proved  almost  vatashw  ^ 
worked  into.  No  extensive  depceitee  of  it  of  a  goad  ^ 
ity  have  yet  been  found  in  the  United  Stales.  Then  m 
many  varieties  of  this  saccharine  Hmeetonc^  howevei^  kt^ 
It  sometimee  contains  mica,  and  ie  eobordinate  la  lhi^>^ 
uary  marble:  this  is  the  variety  called  cipohno.  Ie  C» 
necticnt  exteneive  veined  beds  occur,  traversed  by  eecpa- 
tine.  In  Maryland,  eeveral  varietiee  occur,  snd  epee^ 
others  a  paste  of  fine  saccharine  limestone,  imbeddiog  on*' 
tals  of  hornblende,  reeembling  that  mentioaed  by  Mr.  Ife* 
Oulloch*  in  the  Isle  of  Tirey,  Hebrides. 

Hornblende  rock  abounds  in  this  oountiy  on  the  Aik^ 
frontier,  sometimes  dark  and  compact,  with  a  gn'"'*' 
texture,  at  other  time  greenish,  with  a  fibrous  aiatfi*^ 
and  disposed  to  fiasility ;  it  is  sometimes  micaeeea^  f^ 
near  Wilmington,  at  Quanyville,  on  the  DelatreWf  »J^ 
cality  which  haa  supplied  the  greater  part  of  the  nalshb 
for  the  Delaware  bieakwater,  there  is  a  beeatifel  i«l**" 
dent  variety  of  ovale  lameller  eryetale  of  iclspsr,  bt^^ 
slighiish  red  color,  with  a  hornblende  base, 
into  a  fine  dark  enamel.  Thia  ia  a  true 
stone. 

7%e  falcate  slatct  have  abaee  of  tak,  with  nioaand^ 
tals  of  sulpheret  of  iron  dlffhesd  in  them;  thsysieii^ 
recognisable  by  their  unctuous  touch  and  gksef  ■ff*"' 

*  McCalloch's  Western  bUad^  -vol.  I,  p.  ia 
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iBoe.  Ih  the  United  Stotee  tkeee  eletee  ere  largely  devel- 
oped in  what  it  called  the  gold  regioD,  eapeeially  in  ViT- 
ginia,  tbegokl  heiag  in  the  feiragiooaa  quartioae  veins 
which  traverae  ihia  fmrmfttion. 

The  Germana  have  caltod  all  combinationa  of  hombiende 
woAfibpOTt  when  thaj  have  a  granite  stractare,  griUuiein 
orgreendone  rocAre,  and-aooordinglj,  aa  they  are  compact 
orfiaiiie  in  their  atrnotiiive,  they  h»ve  been  deaignated  aa 
primitive  greenstone  or  greeoalone  slate..    HomUeiMJe  ia 
haavier  than  quarts  or  fels|>ar,  and,  when  acratch«i),  givea 
a  light  green  streak,  ^nd  where  it  forms  the  principal  part 
of  rocks,  they  take  m  greeniah  hlaek  color.     Id  homUeade 
ilatea  the  felapar  itself  ia  often  green.     When  the  qaantity 
of  laagneaia  is  iaciyaaed  in  the  homrtilaade  rocks,  they  ap- 
pear to  pass  inaeasiUy  inio  aerpenHne,   a  rock  which 
aboonds  in  this  country  in  the  region  of  the  primodiai 
rocks. 

The  geological  if  udent,  in  entering  the  field  of  obeerva- 
tion  ID  the  United  Stalea,  will  find  that  the  varietiea  of  all 
the  fonnationa  which  have  been  alluded  to  are  very  name- 
roos,  and  that  they  oocaaiooally  auoceed  each  other  in  ao 
Invgular  a  moiuier  as  to  preclude  the  supposition  that  they 
have  come  into'  their  places  in  any  determinate  order  of 
noreasion.  Regarding  them  theoretically  aa  the  products 
nf  igneous  fusion,  the  embarraaament  is  increased  by  per- 
Eeiving  aonoe  of  them  to  be  unatratified,  and  others  atrati- 
Sed.  That  the  firat  may  have  reeulted  from  the  cooling 
lown  of  mineral  matter  when  in  a  slate  of  igneoua  intum- 
acence,  ia  intelligible  enough ;  but  that  contiguoua  rocks, 
having  the  aanie  origin,  and  which  form  perhapa  the  great- 
ir  portion  of  tho  aurface,  should  he  disposed  in  parallel 
Irata,  ia  not  ao  easily  ei plained.  Yet,  if  any  one  ahould 
le  disposed  to  altribate  to  them  the  aame  aqueoua  origin  to 
rhicb  the  sedimentary  at  ratified  rocks  are  referred,  he  must 
emember  not  only  that  tho  mineral  constituents  of  those 
isitratified  and  stratified  masses  are  the  same,  but  that  moat 
f  them  actoaliy  }mn  into  each  other  by  the  abaence  or 
lesence  of  one  or  mora  of  their  mineral  constituenta. 
KThat  liaa  bees  called  tbe  atratification  of  theae  ignigenoua 
ytkB^  may  be  owing  to  the  principie  which  oeeasioaa  their 
■a'lity,  auch  as  tbe  distribution  of  the  platea  of  mica  paral- 
I  to  the  atrata.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  tlie  nature  of 
ie  primortlial  rocks  baa  yet  to  be  carefully  studied  before 
e  can,  with  perfect  aatid^Bclion,  believe  thta  difibrenoo  he- 
reon them  to  be  due  to  modifying  causea,  and  refer  these 
ro  classes  of  rocks  to  the  same  origin. 
Much  of  tbe  irregularity  with  which  they  succeed  to 
ich  other  la  owing  in  some  cases  to  the  aame  mineral 
tnpound  being  repeated  in  distant  localitiea,  and  in  others 
slight  variations  of  that  compound.  Most  of  these  ig- 
genoaa  Diassea  appear  in  tlie  character  of  intrusive  bodies, 
nanite,  the  loweat  rock  in  the  series,  is  found  in  a  inodi- 
d  form  overly iag  foasiRferous  atmta  in  tbe  Alpa.  Berpen- 
le,  which  is  but  a  modification  of  hornblende  matter, 
^rliea  sedimentary  limestone  in  extensive  tracts  of  the 
[>'tfeniDea,  anU  trap  rocka,  of  which  modern  lavas  ue  but 
Mll6catione»  are  found  iujeoied  into  almost  every  forma- 
n,  from  the  g^nite  up  to  the  surface;  indeed,  in  the  ex- 
ict  volcaDoea  of  Auvergne,  the  ancient  lavas  have  been 
arly  projected  from  beneath  the  granite. 
There  ia  another  important  rock,  clay  elate,  not  inaeried 
the  tabular  view,  which  is  thought  to  pass  grail unity  in- 
Bome  of  the  schistose  primordial  maasea  with  which  it 
associated  ;  yet  it  is  a  sUatified  body,  and  in  its  mineral 
pcture  in  eometiniea  hardly  diatlugoiabable  from  the  roof- 
'  alatea^  which  are  enumerated  amongat  the  aettimelitary 
)oeites  of  what  have  been  called  the  tranaitioa  beda. 
rheae  ohaervationa  on  the  formations  of  the  inferior  di- 
icm  are  o0ered  not  only  for  the  assistance  of  the  geolugi- 
atudenty  but  in  aome  degree  to  incite  the  able  mineral^ 
Bta  of  tbia  country  who  reside  in  the  regions  of  the  pri- 
rdial  rocksy  to  make  a  preciae  and  analytic  atudy  of  their 
Vol.  XIV.— A  37 


mineral  structure  and  conatituent  afiinity  with  each  otheib 
and  to  note  all  the  circumstancea  attending  tbe  order  in 
which  they  are  seen  to  succeed  and  overlie  each  other. 
Repeated  olieervationa  made  in  variuua  parts  of  the  Atlan- 
tic frontier,  will  produce  a  great  deal  of  valuable  informa- 
tion. By  such  meana  alone,  we  ahall  be  able  to  compare 
the  natural  order  and  conatituency  of  tho  primordial  rocka 
of  the  United  States  with  those  which  prevail  in  diatant 
countries ;  and  thua,  in  time,  a  unity  of  intellect  may  ha 
directed  to  the  development  of  tbe  most  ancient  parts  of 
the  structure  of  the  acceasible  portions  of  the  earth,  and  of 
some  principles  connected  with  the  mineral  and  metallic 
bodies,  that  cannot  fail  to  be  valuable  in  an  ecomomicai 
point  of  view. 

We  now  approach  a  ayatem  of  rocka  usually  found  over- 
lying the  inferior  division,  and  where  organic  remains  am 
for  the  first  time  found  in  the  ascending  aeriea.  Perhapa 
the  formation  aUnded  to  aa  day  slate  belongs  properly  to 
this  system,  the  general  mineral  structure  of  which  is  alto- 
gether alaty.  The  whole  of  tbia  aeries  of  rocks  (a  lumi- 
nous account  of  which  will  soon  be  published  by  the  Rev. 
Adam  Sedgwick,  under  the  det*ignation  of  the  Cambrian 
ayatem,  from  the  locality  where  he  has  principally  studied 
them)  haa  been  hitherto  included,  together  with  tbe  Silu- 
rian ay  stem  of  Mr.  Murcbison,  under  the  undefined  names 
of  transition  and  grauwacke,  lerroa  which  are  now  likely 
to  be  entirely  abandoned.  Before  this  portion  of  the  geo- 
logical column  had  been  adequately  investigated,  the  theo- 
retical term  tranaitiou  was  generally  received.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  at  the  point  where  organic  remaina  firat  appear- 
ed, there  exiated  a  true  natural  mineral  trauBition  from  in- 
organic to  organic  rooka ;  and  if  that  point  were  establiahed, 
the  term  would  not  be  misapplied  to  thoae  alaty  maaaea. 
But  the  affinity  of  the  mineral  structurs  of  some  of  these 
rocks  with  that  of  others  higher  up  in  the  series  caused  the 
term  to  be  extended  so  far  beyond  its  original  moaning  and 
application,  aa  to  comprehend  depoaitea  of  from  thirty  to 
forty  thouaand  feet  in  thickness ;  and  although  thia  great 
alaty  system  was  aeparated  from  the  cartx>nilerous  limestone 
by  the  old  red  sandstone  fi>rmation,  itself  having  a  thiek- 
ness  of  ten  thousand  ieet  and  more  in  many  localitiea,  yet 
aome  geologiati  included  all  these  Ibrmationa,  together  with 
the  carboniferous  limestone,  containing  a  distinct  clasa  of 
organic  remains,  in  the  transition  rocks.  Henceforward^ 
it  ia  probnUe  that  the  term  will  fall  into  diauae,  in  propor- 
tion aa  the  nomendaturea  applied  to  the  Cambrian  and  Si- 
lurian systema  ahall  l>eeome  generally  known,  they  having 
already  received  the  aanetion  of  the  leading  European 
geologists. 

The  iower  Cambrian  of  the  tabular  view,  as  it  haa  been 
obaerved  in  Caemarvonahire,  consists  principally  of  chlorite 
schists,  pasaing  occaaionally  into  roicaceoua  and  quartioae 
alatea^  and  contains  aubordinate  niaaaes  of  white  granular 
limeaione  and  aerpentine  rock.  In  other  loeabtiea,  maas- 
ea of  dark  gloaay  day  date,  devoi<l  of  cakareoua  matter, 
are  found,  and  paasing  into  the  inferior  primordial  rocks. 
This  lower  Cambrian  formation  appeam  to  contain  no  or- 
ganic remains,  but  lead  and  copper  are  found  ia  it. 

The  middle  Cambrian  of  Caernarvon  and  Merioneth- 
shires  containa  great  quantitiee  of  fine  roofing  slate,  often 
imbedded  in  slate  rocks  of  a  coarser  quality ;  these  alternate 
with  and  apparently  pass  into  irregularly  intentratified 
masses  of  porphyry.  At  the  top  of  Snowdon  a  few  or- 
ganic remains  are  found,  rcaembling  othera  observed  at 
Tintagel,  in  Cornwdl.  Some  of  theae  slatea  are  highly 
calcareous,  but  no  continuous  beda  of  limestone  have  been 
observed  amongat  them. 

The  upper  Cambrian^  at  obaerved  in  South  Wales,  is 

connecteu  with  the  superincumbent  formation  of  UandeUo 

flags,     Beds  of  limestone  and  calcareous  slatea  occur,  to- 

I  gather  wi  th  organic  rnmat  ns.  The  roofing  slate  of  thia  division 

aplits  in  a  direction  transverse  to  the  atratificatioD,  which 
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U  B  property  perhapc  of  all  hard  aiates.   The  cleavage  of  this 
tnineral  is  conritlered  to  be  the  effect  of  cryatallization. 

The  Llandtih  flags.  The  Silurian  eystem,  of  which 
this  is  the  lowest  division,  abounds  much  more  in  calcare- 
ous matter  than  tho  rocks  just  enamerated,  tnd^rganic 
remains  are  more  common.  These  Llandeilo  flags  rest 
upon  the  Longmynd  various  colored  sandstones,  conglom- 
erates, schists,  and  coarse  elates,  and  are  dark-colored  cal- 
careous rocks,  naturally  separating  into  flags.  They  con- 
tain, also,  some  sandstime  and  schists.  The  aaaphus 
bucbii,  the  agnostua,  brongn,  and  some  other  trilobites, 
difiering  from  thoee  of  the  superior  divisions,  which  will 
be  described  in  Mr.  Murchison*s  work  on  the  Silurian  sys- 
tem, now  in  the  press,  are  found  here. 

The  Caradoc  hedi,*  The  beds  of  this  division  consist, 
in  the  lower  part,  uf  thick -bedded  red,  purple,  green,  and 
while  freestones,  conglomepitic  quartsoee  grits,  and  sandy 
and  gritty  limestones.  Various  undeecribed  speeiee  of 
trilobites,  and  diffeHng  from  those  in  the  overlying  beds  ; 
numerous  species  of  the  genus  orthis,  together  with  nocula 
and  pentamerus,  are  fonnd  here.  The  upper  beds  are 
thin-bedded  impure  shelly  limestone,  and  finely-lamtnated, 
slightly-micaceous,  greenish  sandstone.  The  organic  re- 
mains are  pentamerus,  leptsna,  pileopsis,  and  imhis,  all 
of  new  spcciee.  There  are  also  terebratuia;  and  the  ten- 
tacuHtes  and  crinoidea  are  abundant;  corals  rare. 

Wenlock  limettone  and  ihale.  The  lower  beds  are  liver 
and  dark  gray  colored  argillaceous  shale,  rarely  micaceous, 
with  nodules  of  earthly  limestone.  The  organic  remains  ore 
aaaphus  caud,  calymene  6lumenbachii,  lingula,orthis  cyrtia, 
delthyris,  orthocera,  crinoidea;  most  of  them  new  species. 

The  upper  beds  are  that  highly  concretionary  gray  and 
blue  subcrystalline  limestone,  the  equivalent  of  the  well- 
known  Dudley  limestone ;  aliounding  with  corals  and  crino- 
idea, bellerophon,  euomphalus,  conularia,  pentamerus,  nat- 
ica,  leptsna,  spiriffer,  terebratuia,  products,  orthocera,  aa- 
aphus, calymene,  and  various  si)ecies  of  trilobites. 

Ludiow  rotkt.  The  lower  beds  of  this  formation  are 
sandy,  liver  and  dark  colored  shale  and  flags,  with  concre- 
tions of  earthy  limestone.  The  several  species  of  fossils 
are  phragmocenis  a  new  genus,  asaphus,  two  species  of 
eardiola,  (a  new  genus,)  nautilus,  spirulites,  penumerus, 
pleurotomaria,  orthocera,  dtc.;  most  of  them  new  species. 

These  beds  are  separated  from  the  upper  ones  by  a  sub- 
christallinegray  and  blue  argillaceous  limestone,  containing 
pentamerus,  pileopsis,  bellerophon,  lingola,  atrypo,  terebra- 
tuia, calamopora,  and  some  other  fossil  corals. '  The  up- 
per lieds  are  a  slightly -micaceous,  gray-colored,  thin-hedded 
sandstone,  containing  avicula,  atrypa,  cypricardta,  homon- 
olotua,  (a  new  genus,)  lept»na,  orthis,  orbieula,  orthocera, 
pleurotomaria^  turbo,  with  gigantic  serpentine  bodies,  dbc.-f 

It  sometimes  occurs  that  the  sones  of  limestone  which 
sepaiaie  the  Wenlock  and  Ludlow  divisions  thin  out  and 
diaappear :  in  such  cases,  the  characteriatic  division  being 
lost,  Mr.  Murchison  tails  the  united  mass  **  the  upper  8i- 
Ivrian  foeka ;"  and  where  the  same  characteristic  division 
between  the  Llandeilo  and  f/aradoe  beda  disappears,  the 
united  mass  is  termed  the  **  lower  Silurian  rocks." 


•  Mr.  Murchison.  la  confiMUity  with  the  practiee  of  sttscklng  the 
names  of  remarkable  localities  to  their  rocks  when  flrsi  descrtbed.  has 
here  very  bapi^lx  aasociated  some  of  the  most  inierefliing  iraiu  orBri- 
tish  Celtic  history  with  his  geological  labors.  The  Ncks  comprehend- 
ed In  hie  Siluriaa^siem  were  observed  by  him  in  that  part  of  the 
couDtrj  which  constituted  the  ancient  kinfoom  of  the  SitureB,  that 
Celtic  nation  which  so  bravely  reeisted  the  Romans  under  the  Km< 

etan  Claudius  and  Nero.  Ccmt  Clarodoc.  Tfom  whence  the  Caradoc 
ds  ere  namt^,  is  the  name  of  a  highly  picturesque  ridge  in  Shrop* 
Aire.  Camden,  the  histortarf,  supposes  it  to  have  been  the  liKalUy 
where  Uie  celebrated  leader  of  the  Silures,  Caractacus,  (Caradoc,) 
mads  his  last  stand  aminst  the  Boman  forces. 

t  Mr.  Murchis^in's  fi«sila  of  the  Silurian  Sjsiero,  when  published* 
will  add  weight  to  the  opinion  expreMcd  In  mj  report  of  1685,  of  the 
'*  f  real  uniformity  of  the  geaen  in  the  inferkir  rocks.of  both  hemis- 
pheres." He  has  compared  some  of  the  fbeoils  of  this  country  with 
those  of  his  Silurian  s]rstem.  and  savs,  in  a  late  letter,  **4nany  of  your 
srfwiis  rssMfns  aro  tpodJieaU^  iUnticoi." 


It  will  be  perceived  that  the  fonnatknis  whitb  hivebia 
briefly  described  comprehend  all  the  depoeitea  lying  betsca 
the  old  red  sandalone  and  the  primordial  rocka,  ini  Ik 
some  ef  them  must  necessarily  be  the  equlvalcfits  of  tim 
grauwacke  rocks  which,  in  all  the  hitherto  pabliM  gw- 
logical  treatises,  figure  eo  conspicuoasly,  but  in  a  reiy  »• 
defined  manner,  aa  immediately  subjacent  to  the  old  ni 
sandstone,  whicAi  last,  notwithstanding  its  raat  talk,  tai 
been  conaidered  by  an  eiperienced  and  pnpolar  geoi^pal 
writer  *  aa  a  true  grauwacke  also.  The  eama  objectipii 
which  epply  to  the  term  transition,  apply  to  the  tma  gm* 
wacke.  The  diflbieni  iormatione  ol  the  Silarinn  sad  Cas- 
bri«n  systema  are  distinguiehed  by  fossil  remains  pccdv 
lo  eecfa  of  them,  and  noUiing  woold  more  relafd  the  pn- 
gresa  of  scientific  perspicuity,  than  to  retain  an  inhtrm' 
nioue  term  which  is  hardly  definable,  nievely  bersaie  «• 
tain  rocks  having  an  aHmity  in  mineral  structure  arefMi 
repeated  in  various  parts  of  them.  The  term  giamneii 
seems  originaly  to  have  been  used  by  the  miners  sti  pi- 
vineial  word  to  ezpresr  the  character  of  thoee  conghi 
ritio  beds  formed  of  gravelly  fragments  of  ▼arious  naif 
the  older  rocks,  imbedded  in  a  paste  of  alaty  mnltsr,  idvft 
are  even  occasionally  found  in  the  eoal  measure^  ni 
which  abound  sufllidently  in  the  formations  aabjscestli 
the  carbomferouf  limestone,  to  justify  the  belief  thai  is  » 
mense  period  of  time  must  hsve  elapeed  between  the  firt 
appearance  of  theae  conglomeritio  beda  and  the  deposMif 
the  carboniferous  limestone.  We  can  ne  longer,  hcmt^t 
with  sny  propriety,  retain  thia  term  for  the  bedsimoMdiik- 
ly  subjscent  to  the  old  red  sandatone,  since  Mr.  Mnrdwa 
shows  that  hie  Silurian  system,  in  which  thoee  bedsff 
comprehended,  contsins  few  if  any  of  ihnae  beds  «WA 
were  first  named  grauwacke  by  the  Gennan  mincrdogi* 

This  term,  if  at  all  continued,  will  probably  be  n  ' 
hereafter  to  aome  of  the  beds  of  the  Cambrian  system. 

Old  red  tandstone,  Mr.  Murchison  proposes  to" 
this  formstion  into  three  parts :  the  lowest  consists  of  fltg|f< 
highly-micaceous,  hard,  red  and  green  sandstone^  ^ 
some  new  species  of  avicula,  pileopsis,  some  small  olbsen 
and  ichtfayodorulitea.  The  central  portion  is  forsMd  d 
red  and  green  concretionary  limestones,  with  spotted** 
gfllsceous  msris  and  beds  of  sandstone,  containin|  sn^ 
scribed  genera  of  Crustacea.  The  superior  portion  iiA 
inorgsnic  quartcose  conglomerate,  overlying  thick-bedirf 
aandstene. 

As  the  formations  hitherto  considered  have  a  chsnda 
belonging  to  them  which  is  net  common  to  the  incoisM 
beds,  especially  on  this  continent,  a  few  reoarks  henM 
the  highly 'inclined  strstn  of  the  stratified  msef  es  sfrrin 
to  develop  some  important  principles  of  the  srieooe,  d^ 
not  but  be  tiseful  to  the  practical  student. 

Tn  every  part  of  the  world  where  geological  inteptii^ 
tions  have  been  made,  the  rocks  hitherto  enumerated  hs« 
generally  been  found,  and  always  in  the  same  determiaii 
order,  with  the  exception  of  that  oceadonai  irrrgalsti^ 
befoie  alluded  to  amongst  the  ignigenovs  rocksL  Tb^ 
occupy,  also,  more  extensive  areaa  than  the  rocks  vkal 
have  succeeded  to  them,  from  which  it  msj  be  iafenrf 
that  the  causea  which  produced  them  were  nors  intcaa^ 
in  action.  Granite  ia  every  where.  The  body  of  iki 
great  Himalaya  chain  in' India  is  gneiss ;  it  abound  ^ 
in  the  most  northern  known  landa,  in  the  Ande^  til 
Alps,  and  the  Pyrenees.  Tn  Western  AfHcs  the  rocks  fci* 
ming  the  hanks  of  the  Rbkelle  are  grsniie,  gneis^  nki 
sisto,  and  the  lower  slatea.  Upon  the  northern  Atkalie 
frontier  of  the  United  Statea,  the  whole  series  of  theae  kil- 
mentioned  rocks  can  be  traced,  altemaUng  vtrioosly  iriA 
each  other,  uninterruptedly  to  the  western  lii»«  ©f  ^* 
chosetts  and  Connecticut,  with  the  exception  of  the 
iferous  sandstone  along  the  line  of  the  QonoKlic^  rinr, 
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Further  south,  the  nme  tone  of  primordial  rocka  ia  to  be 
obterved  from  the  falla  of  the  riYen  that  empty  into  the 
^tfamtie,  to  the  extenaive  Atlantic*  primary  chain,  cm- 

*lB  my  rtpott  oflaM.  year,  nt  |))ige  3S,  th«  Deceisity  of  gWtne  a  gr  n- 
nrnlouneioibis  chain  w«a  iir^ed, on  accouot  of  tlie  coufusno  pro- 
luc«d  bythe  vjru>us  defllgnanons  it  rec<  ivea  in  difl^renl  U'caliiics, 
web  as  Blue  ripde,  AHPcrnny  mounuin,  Iron  mountain,  Unaka,  &c. ; 
lad  Atlantic  Primary  Chain  was  prp|k)a9d  «■  expnMainir  tu  g«nf>nil 
md  predomin:ini  characirr.  The  nitneial  uructureof  ihia  cliaiii  haa 
JaYFf  been  ihon^uglily  examined,  but,  at  nunier>i]8  poinis  where  I 
Mve  Tliited  i(,  it  variea  from  tiie  (irimordial  rocka  to  some  of  the 
MubM  of  the  Silurian  system.  At  West  Point,  where  it  ia  divided 
prthf  Hudaim  river,  the  predominant  charactrr  is gueira ;  at  Harper's 
FCfTy,  it  Is  a  varieijr  fif  stratified  elates;  In  Madison  county,  Virginia, 
tconsislsaf  the  nicmfaers  of  the  lower  CaiDbriad  rocks,  very  much 
biddcd  with  puintsof  native  copper,  with  a  belt  of  porphvrttic  granite 
oanlng  at  i(»  eastern  base.  In  other  pans  of  this  ciiain  I  have  oliscrv- 
dqiiartacse  sandstones  and  conglomerates  prevailing,  of  undoubted 
qiisous  origin ;  whilst,  in  some  districts,  slates  of  a  greeu  qiiarutve 
naracter  contain,  imbetldedand  inixod  uj)  and  aliemaiing  with  them, 
roe  por;ihyritic  masses.  This  admixture  of  rocks,  to  which  ditTerent 
nuns  are  attributed,  appeared  to  me  to  justify  a  designaiion  fur  this 
*5>ch  expressed,  in  some  degree,  its  predominant  mineral  char- 
cler.  The  only  proper  use  wljicli  ihiwe  wl»o  write  on  this  subject,  at 
naeni,  can  make  oi  the(  reiical  terms,  is  to  give  the  gri'elest  decree 
ipetsnicuity  to  what  they  aay.  Tlie  teniis  primary  and  primordial 
J,  undoulKedly,  alwavs  very  pmijeriy  applied  to  the  lower  rocks,  to 
fWchan  igneiius  oriel  n  has  been  aitrihuted;  but  may  (iiirly  l)e  ex- 
rodedtn  ant  series  of  rucks  constiiming  a  great  geograrbical  houn- 
*jj}  to  wiiich  they  give  a  predominating  cltacacter,  especially  at  a  pe. 
M  when  the  terjn  Transition  is  passing  into  disuse,  and  leaves  the 
vm  Primary  freed  from  thei^retical  views,  to  class  all  the  rocks  in  be 
iw  the  secondary  ord<>r.  I  have  felt  myself  autiKHlxed  to  do  this  by 
^^^unple  r<f  one  of  tlio  nu«l  distinguished  men  of  this  age.  Profes- 
«  Sedgwick,  of  Cambridge,  EnglandVln  his  "  Tmroductiun  to  the  pm- 
m  Aractursof  theCainbrian  mountains,"  (Transaction  of  the  Geo- 
Vical  Society  of  London,  vol.  4,  part  I,  pa^e  66,)  oliaervrt :  "  I  believe, 
wrsTcr,  that  th'^re  is  a  broad  mineralcglcal  distinction  between  the 
nmary  ttratified  rockJt  Onclndln"  under  that  term  all  stratified 
Kks  interior  to  the  old  red  sandstone)  and  ihf  secondwy."  Pnifrssor 
Dijlips,sl8n,tbe  able  and  exficriencrd  ProfessiT  of  Geology  in  King's 
Wlege,  I^ndim,  has  in  his  Guide  to  G«x)lopy,  page  19,  classed  all  the 
Kks  beneath  the  old  red  sandstone  as  "  Prjmarv  strata,"  addlne, "  It 
lasual  to  class  the  upper  systems  under  iho  title  of  Trarsition  sirau, 
M  to  confine  the  name  of  Primary  to  the  n.ica,  schist,  and  gneiss  sys 
ttis."  And,  »i  page  72,  he  says :  •'  Thus,  for  example,  of  the  extinct 
wtacfMis  animals,  called  Trilobiies,  the  far  greater  portion  of  ih<te 
jna  m  tugland  belongs  to  the  pi  iviary  ntrata.  Tliey  alio  charac- 
tlxe  the  primary  ayatem  of  North  America."  In  fart,  he  pcnfrally 
Mksof  the  beds  L)eneath  the  cartionifertius  group  as  the  **  fossil ifer- 
a  primary  strata,"  and,  at  page  IM,  distinctly  Includes  all  the  i>eds 

wa.<l€ver  kind,  constituting  Hhai.on  nccountof  ite  ireographical  sit 
aipB  iirincipally,]  had  named  "  Atlantic  primanr  chain,"  in  the  fd- 
*lng  i^igo :  »♦  The  older  strata  are  now  very  genemlly  railed  prl- 
aipr,and  an  indefinite  upfw-r  gn  up  or  portion  of  them  is,  Ijy  many 
sploglstfl,  called  the  Transition  scrir»,  as  marking  a  patisagc  from  the 
Iniary  to  the  secondary  strata.    This  is  perhaps  needless,  for  such 


1*     »•  "«ri-ii   vrry   niurn  niip^mrmcn    oy   ine  rcceni  lapors 

mr.  Murchison."  In  s|i«akii'g  of  the  lowest  crystalline  mcks,  I 
ive  bsed,  generally^  the  term  Primordial  as  cxfvessinv  their  place  In 

•  column,  and  beinc  free  from  all  ihc(»rrtlcal  allusion. 

1  nave  been  induced  lo  make  these  observaibns  by  seelns.  !n  a  geo- 
pcal  report,  made  early  in  the  present  year,on  theceok«y  of  Virginia, 
f*  T^non  in  the  service  of  that  Stale,  a  remark  arising  out  of  the  des- 
DMwn  I  had  applied  to  this  chain,  exprcwlve  of  his  deep  regret  that 
r>McClurp,witii  other*.  Including  myself,  should  '*have  indulged 
auch  of  the  spirit  of  superficial  and  precipiiaie  grncrallzatiun.'^  I 
•II  no!  exprpw  mypelf.  with  that  writer,  that  it  is  "  deeply  to  be  re- 
Wed"  that  he  should  thus  voluntarily  have  expt«ed  his  want  of  in- 
nnaiiou  on  the  stato  of  the  science,  as  we  have  loo  many  instances  of 
wons, engaged  in  a  new  pur»iiii, endeavoring  to  draw  the  pulAic  alien* 
«  from  their  own  defiriencles  by  rash  and  silly  inffinnaiiuns  asfoiusi 
OM  who  have  preceded  them.  Home  mure  experience  as  a  pmctical 
oloeist  may,  in  the  end,  teacli  him  that  an  official  report,  at  least,  is 

*  lae  proper  place  from  whpnc  to  cast  imputations  at  his  senior  ffl- 
*'Ialxirei8,and  ftwi  he  who  commits  sit  gre:it  an  error  Incur*  thr  risk 
bcinc  deemed  lioth  superficial  and  preeumptnous.  It  is  to  the  honor 
niy  friend,  Nr.  McClure,  one  cfthe  most  zealous  and  disiiiiercsird 
ol<  gists  this  country  ever  prsr;rr9rd,arid  who  is  now  in  a  distant 
Qntry,ihat  bis  lucid  undcrisianding  applied  a  designation, years  a^ro, 
hen  tlie  science  was  fint  raisit.g  its  hcnd  hert',U)  liie  district  in 
lesiion,  which  is  now  found  lo  !'«  nerfrctly  api'mpriate.  The  de 
rain  I  feel  bound  to  observe  upon  thi8C)ccask>n,restmins  mofnnn  re. 
irking  further  u))on  the  impropriety  of  convening  the  geohigiral  lit- 
ilure  of  this  country  Into  a  vehicle  for  Impeding  thp  pmgrffs  of 
okwcal  Infumaiion.  To  make  the  geology  of  the  Unitrd  States 
Wly  out,  there  ought  to  be  a  unity  of  purprec  amongst  our  geologists, 
Id  a  perfect  harmony  of  conduct.  But,  returning  lo  the  depignoiioii 
ditb occasioned  this  netp. I  think, for  ihe  varinusreasons  which  have 
«n  given,  thai  the  tenn  Ailaniic  primary  chain  is  well  adapted :  yet 
after  a  more  minute  investigation  of  the  chain  in  its  full  extent— 
hieh  I  hope  tn  accomplish  herenft'  r~it  shall  l.e  found  that  the  sedl- 
antary  rycks  pn>d(nnlnaie,  which  I  do  not  believe,  the  term  Atlantic 
ain  may  stili  be  preserved,  since  it  fronts  tlif*  Atlsntic,  and  difl^n 
>m  all  the  other  Allegany  ridges  In  its  mineral  structure. 


bracing  thoee  auriferooa  alatea  and  other  roeha  known  aa 
the  gold  region  of  the  United  Statea. 

Wherever  ihe  geological  atudent  finda  the  atrata  thrown 
oat  of  the  horizontal  line,  and  dipping  in  any  dtreetion» 
he  may,  with  few  eioeptiona,  enomcrate  anch  beds  amongst 
ih»  formationa  hitherto  deacrflied,  the  old  red  sandstona  in- 
cloaive.  Few  cf  the  rocks  of  the  United  States  lying 
above  them  in  the  geological  eolumn,  are  found  with  the 
planes  of  their  atrata  making  any  aensiide  angle  with  the 
horison ;  and  aa  all  stratified  masses  roust  be  suppoeed  to 
have  been  deposited  with  their  planes  horiaontal,  we  are 
necessarily  compelled  to  inquire  why  the  beds  of  tha  low- 
er portion  of  the  column  dip  at  very  acute  angles^  and  are 
frequently  found  vertical,  when  the  others  are  horizontal. 
The  inference  is  obvious  that  some  disturbing  cause  op- 
erating from  below  haa  thus  tilted  these  beds  up,  and  that 
it  prevailed  with  greater  inteneity  and  constancy  during 
the  earlier  geological  periods  than  it  has  done  since  the 
depoaiiion  of  the  old  red  sandstone.  This  atriking  difl'cr- 
ence  in  the  position  of  the  planea  of  mineral  beds  belongs 
to  a  class  of  geological  phenomena  so  vnrioua  and  import- 
ant, that  it  is  proper  in  this  place  to  mention  some  of  them« 
that  the  student,  from  perceiving  how  cognate  they  are  to 
each  ether,  may  forre  his  judgment  aa  to  the  reasonaUe- 
nesa  of  the  cause  to  which  their  common  origin  haa  been 
attributed.  It  will  also  afibid  an  opportunity  of  alluding 
to  some  complicated  eases  under  which  rocka  aotnetimra 
present  themselves,  and  which,  being  deeeptivr,  require 
aconrate  observation. 

In  diagram  No.  2,  the  transverse  lines  making  an  an- 
gle  of  46  degieta  with  tho  horizon,  represent  the  beda  for- 
merly depoaited  in  a  horizontal  plane,  tilled  np.  8ach 
rocks  are  said  to  dip  45  degrees,  and  this  alope  of  their 
planea  oAon  inoreaaos  until  they  are  set  completely  upon 
their  edges,  and  become  vertical  or  perpendicular.  But  at 
whatever  degree  they  may  dip,  the  nppermoat  ed^a  of  the 
heils  thus  tilted  up  always  have  the  same  sfn'Ae  or  if/rft- 
tian.  When  they  dip  to  the  eaat,  their  edges  of  course 
run  north  and  south.  Thia  phenomenon  is  a  aourre  of 
constant  annoyance  to  thoee  who  travel  on  wheels  in  the 
Shenandoah  valley  of  Virginia,  where  the  mads,  running 
nearly  east  and  west,  cross  the  edges  of  the  upheaved 
linieatone  beds  at  right  angles.  It  will  not  escape  the 
reader  that  in  countries  where  the  dtp,  as  frequently  oc- 
curs, is  constant  through  a  great  area  of  country,  the 
s/rii(Eeof  thebedi,  being  known,  may  be  useful  to  travellefa 
in  doubtful  oases,  and  in  the  dark,  in  pursuing  their  couvue. 

Amongat  the  instancea  where  a  atudent  is  apt  to  be  de> 
ceived  by  the  appearauoe  of  alratifiM  beds,  if  obaerved  at  t 
distance,  or  whilst  rapidly  passing  them,  is  that  of  his  be- 
ing led  to  suppose  he  is  among  the  secondary  beds,  whilat 
in  fact  they  are  highly  inclined.  He  may  be  paasing  an 
eacarpment  from  the  north,  where  the  stratification,  aa  in 
diagram  No.  3,  appeara  to  be  hcsritontal,  whtlat  in  truth 
it  may  be  highly  inclined  :  therefore,  if,  whilst  in  a  region 
wheie  the  beds  have  a  constant  dip,  he  should  unexpect- 
edly come  to  a  section  of  them  where  they  appear  to  he 
horizontal,  it  is  alwaya  best  to  stop  and  examine  with 
some  care,  as,  at  some  turn  of  the  line,  or  perhaps  liy 
partially  uncovering  them,  he  may  discover  that  tike  strata 
have  a  considerable  dip,  aa  is  exhibited  in  the  diagram.* 

The  vnlley  tf  the  Potomac  exhibita  a  great  number  of 
instructive  phenomena  connected  with*  the  dip  of  rocks, 
which  furnish  examples,  upon  a  very  large  acale,  of  the 

*  At  the  top  cf  Cacapon  mountain,  about  three  milee  from  Bath,  In 
Morgan  county.  Virginia,  there  is  a  remarkable  locality  called  "  Pn*' 
peclHuck  "  r  roni  the  summirof  this  escarpment  there  is  a  very  ex* 
tensive  view  of  the  course  of  tlie  Potomac  river  across  the  incUued 
lieds  of  tho  country  from  the  great  Alleghany  mountain,  where  the 
biiiimlnous  coal  measures  ^gin.  Ou  descending  to  the  fool  of  this 
cliflT,  and  standing  in  front  of  the  escan^nient,  the  L<eds  appear  hori- 
Eonial ;  but  at  the  pass  which  leads  duwn  frcm  ihe  lop,  llicy  are  sceu 
to  be  tilte^  up  about  Id  degrees. 
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■ingufair  manner  in  which  the  ctosee  to  which  they  may 
he  attributed  have  operated  upon  the  whole  line  from  the 
■ostheast  edge  of  the  great  weetem  bitaminoue  coal  field 
to  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  a  distance  of 
two  hundred  miles,  and  a  still  greater  distance  north  and 
south  of  the  valley.  All  the  beds,  with  unimportant  ei- 
ceptiuns,  seem  to  be  disposed  into  anticlinal  and  synclinal 
bnes.*  But  of  these  I  shall  gi?e  some  interesting  instan- 
ces when  I  come  to  speak  of  my  excursion  up  that  Talley 
on  my  way  to  tbe  Northwest  Territory  last  summer. 

There  is  another  case  of  complication  connected  with  the 
inclined  beds,  which  the  student  will  easily  see  the  great 
importance  of.  Rocks  whose  planes  are  horiiontal,  or  in 
any  manner  parallel  to  each  other,  are  called  conformable, 
but  it  frequently  occurs  that  they  are  unconformable  to 
each  other.  Diagram  No.  6  will  give  an  example  of  this. 
H^re  the  stratum  a  may  represent  the  new  red  sandstone 
(see  the  tabular  view)  at  the  surfa^;  and  as  it  most  fre- 
quently, when  found,  lies  superimposed  on  the  bitumi- 
nous coal  measures,  it  would  be  consistent  with  practical 
and  theoretical  knowledge  to  dig  through  it  at  N  for  coal, 
the  true  position  of  which  may  be  at  6,  In  this  case  the 
miners,  beginning  midway  of  the  diagram,  and  sinking 
their  shafis  oooo  towards  N,  might  comeufiou  the  strata, 
e,  f,  g,  A,  which  lie  at  a  great  angle  to  a,  and  are  uncon- 
formable to  it,  having  been  tilted  up  into  this  incKnation 
before  the  horizontal  beds,  a,  6,  c,  d,  were  deposited.  All 
this  expense  would  be  wasted  by  undcilfnl  persons ;  but  an 
experienced  miner,  acqusinted  with  practical  geology,  and 
QiiderstandiBg  the  reason  of  this  deficiency  of  the  interven- 
ing beds,  bf  c,  dj  beyond  the  point  x «  would  sink  through 
«  further  towards  8,  and  thua  be  rewarded  by  the  discovery 
•f  bf  containing  coal  veins  in  their  regular  position. 

Tbe  stratified  inclined  rocks  comprehended  in  the  Cam- 
brian and  Silurian  systems  of  Europe,  which  have  been 
apoken  of,  have  many  of  their  proper  equivalents  in  the 
various  formations  which  occur  up  the  valley  of  tho  Po- 
tomac, between  the  Great  Fails  of  that  river  and  the  sooih- 
east  edge  of  the  great  Western  coal  field,  and  whose  beds 
have  been  hitherto  alluded  to  by  geological  writers,  as 
eonstituting  the  transition  and  grauwacke  rocks  of  the  Al- 
leghany ridges  and  country  parallel  to  them  on  the  south- 
cast.  The  inspection  of  this  valley  is  highly  favorable  to 
tbe  acquisilien  of  just  views  respecting  the  geological 
structure  of  those  numerous  ridges,  sometimes  continuous, 
•ometimes  interrupted,  sometimes  flexuoue,  and  generally 
•nticUnal.  An  accuiaLs  knowledge  of  their  mineral  struc- 
tttie  and  true  magnetic  direction  would  be  of  singular  im- 
portance to  tbe  country.  No  portion  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  which  I  have  vioitod  appears  to  me  so 
Gomplii^led  in  ils  geological  structure,  or  is  certainly  so 
little  known,  as  the  area  in  question,  within  which  all  the 
important  beds  of  anthracite  coal  are  foimd,  and  which  has 
been  supposcd,-|-  but  I  believe  erroneously,  to  embrace  a 
portion  of  the  bHumioous  coal  field  of  the  Western  coun- 
try. 

All  the  secondary  beds  of  this  portion  of  North  America, 
which  are  not  reached  by  tida -water,  are  limited  by  those 
ridges,  which  have  a  general  parallelism  to  each  other,  in  a 
direction  usually  about  N.  N.  £.  and  3.  8.  W.  It  is  a 
remarkable  circumstance,  deserving  much  weight  in  geo- 
logical theory,  that  the  general  magnetic  range  of  all  the 
transition  chains  of  Great  Britain,  of ^ the  south  of  Soot^ 
land,  of  Devonshire  and  Cornwall,  of  Wales,  of  the  laleof 
Anglesea,  and  of  many  parts  of  the  European  and  other 
portions  of  the  trana-Atlantic  continent,  hu  the  same  line 

•  The  first  of  which  temia  in  used  lo  exprese  a  line  creaUnl  bv  a  dip 
of  the  same  bpd»  In  oppusUe  dlreciiotw.  Thua,  a  set  t>f  beds  which  in 
one  part  ofa  eiven  area  of  country  wh(«o  general  planea  are  horizon, 
tal,  and  which  lie  as  at  A,  in  diagram  No.  4,  mieht,  inanottior  part  of 
the  aame  area,  take  the  form  of  B,  which  ia  aiiiiclinal. 

t  See  report  of  the  commiU<*e  of  the  Senate  of  FeDnsylvonla  upod 
the  aubject  of  the  coal  tnde,  la^l-'J. 


of  elevation,  the  longitudinal  anas  of  the  prindpal  ridfau 

well  as  those  of  the  minor  ones,  tending  nearly  fiomX. 

E.   to  S.  W.  and  seveiml  of  them  having  an  anudinl 

structure ;  whilst  in  many  situations  the  line  of  dincttii 

of  the  carboniferous  limestone  and  incumbent  eoal  mcuaia 

is,  in  Great  Britain  as  well  as  in  the  American  amlta 

treating  of,  unconformalde  to  the  tilted  strata  below,  ud 

seldom  deviating   many  degrees  from  a  horixootd  link 

These  parallel  ridges  come  down  from  the  N.  N.  E. 

through  the  Middle  States,  and  pursue  a  8.  8.  W.  ceon^ 

until  they  are  cut  off  in  Tennenee  by   th«  Cumbcrhid 

mountains,  the  true  eastern  limit  there  of  the  great  Wia- 

ern  bituminous  coal  field.     In  the  State  of  PenDsylvaii 

and  in  Virginia  many  of  them  contain  rich  depoiiteicf 

anthracite  coal,  and  are  apparently  prolonged  to  tbt  fosik 

in  a  continuous  line,   and  without  material   iotenropiitB. 

Yet  in  places  they  depart  from  their  paralleliaiD  by  mirkid 

deflections,  from  the  general  course.     Occasionally  aritifi 

will  slope  off  and  be  discontinued,  its  place  being  inpplitJ 

by  another  ridge  holding  the  aame  parallel^   or  dcviniai 

aomewhat  from  it.     Sometimes  by  a  sudden  flexure  tkj 

almost  double  back,  and  not  unfrequently  cross  tbe  Ttllcp 

at  right  angles  to  the  general  parallel.     In  some  localitti 

the  beds  are  tilted  up  almost  to  a  perpendicular  line,  ■ 

others  they  are  anticlinal ;  some  sections  of  tbera  give  tb 

perfect  form  of  an  arch,  and  occasionally  they  are  ceotdtv 

ed  and  twisted  in  an  undescribable  manner.     It  is  difinl 

for  any  but  those  who  are  practically  cooveraant  with  lb 

complicated  state  of  the  geology  of  ^  this  area,  to  form  is 

adequate  conception  of  the  labor  and  ex|^rieace  rrqiMieli 

disentangle  the  complex  phenomena  which  present  tbea* 

selves  in  passing  through  any  sectional  line  of  this  fjsi£a 

of  ridges.     Many  proprielors,   deceived   by  the  appemt 

continuity  of  a  particular  line  of  elevation  contsining  vib* 

able  depositee  at  other  points,  have,  from  slight  indicaiiea 

of  coal  and  iron  upon  their  lands,  imsgined  themselves  ^ 

anticipation,  in  possession  of  inexhaustible  resouros^  ai 

capital  has  been  vainly  expended  to  bring  them  into  sdiia 

Others,  from  finding  coal  in  tbe  anthracitic  arra,  bt«ia( 

slight  bituminous  properties,  have  jumped  at  once  to  tb 

conclusion  that  the  locality  was  comprehended  withio  tb 

limits  of  the  Western  bituminous  coal  field,  that  tbe  red 

at  greater  depths  would  havo  all  the  qualities  of  the  M 

bituminous  coal,  and  would  justify  a  great  cxpenditiiTe  i 

capital  to  get  it  lo  tbe  Atlantic  cities.* 

These  mistakes  are  natural,  for  we  easily  believe  in  wbrt 
we  desire.  It  is  impossible  in  our  present  defective  fttfi 
of  information,  without  a  map  which  accurately  givrs  At 
magnetic  course  of  the  ridges,  to  form  any  but  a  coojcctoii 
opinion  whether  tbe  anthracite  coal  of  Alleghany,  in  ^> 
ginia,  is  connected  by  a  particular  line  of  direction  vjA 
any  one  of  the  great  dcposites  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  a^ 
landholder  who  has  not  had  l<^i«mre  to  pay  much  atteoM 
to  practical  geology,  and  who  has  been  told  that  aothrac^ 
is  always  non-bitunilnous,  is  readily  to  be  excused  mht% 
u\iAn  finding  bituminous  coal  on  his  lands,  hecomejlstfei 
willing  conclusion  that  they  are  within  the  great  bitmsi^ 
ous  coal  fielil.  The  public  mind  can  only  be  properly  ct- 
lightened  on  such  important  subjects  by  minute  and  ai- 
c urate  survey's  conducted  by  men  of  approved  eiperieaea 
All  the  complexity  pf  the  phenomena  I  have  tpakm»  m 
would  fhcn  be  reduced  to  an  intelligible  and  iflstructnp 
systrm ;  the  topographical  position  of  (he  ridges  woaH^ 
accurately  laid  down,  their  mineralugical  cbsnrter  wsol 

♦  Mr.  Richard  C  Taylor,  In  his  valuable  paper  "on  ^^J^^Sl 
position  of  the  transition  and  secondar^f  coal  fomuiiov  "  f^^TT 
van  ia,  and  dracripiion  of  aoine  traoaitieu  coal  and  t>**w'™"  ■•' 
ilir<iciie^"4bc.,  has  sufficiently  proved  ilMit  tbe'supp(«ra<s' 
vfriiu  ot  Bruad-lop  u)ounuio,  Bedford  county,  Peoiuylvanu.' 
the  anihmcite  region  (See  Tranaactktns  ojflhe  GeolafiCH  e — 
Pennsylvania,  vol.  1,  fiartZd.  page  177,  I83»-)  Tkete  W»m 
amiiraciirs  were  mentioned  in  my  report  of  lost  year,  jwrtS^*** 
the  Instances  wliich  sbow  a  progrpssion  in  iheq«at>V  "  ^''  ' 
SIf  lent  with  the  general  opinion  entertained  of  ibeir  nftttne 
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e  truly  defcribed,  «very  locality  would  be  identified  and 
ete  its  proximate  fnineial  value  ftxed. 
The  next  formation  sueceeding  to  the  oM  red  sandatone, 
oth  in  Europe  and  America,  ie  the  earboniferous  lime- 
tone^  the  baae  of  a  group  of  coal -bearing  bede,  in  which 
le  coal  is  most  developed  in  the  eaperior  member,  which 
ti  consequently  received  the  distinct  name  of  eoal  meie- 
rea.  The  order  in  which  the  members  of  thie  group  sue* 
Md  eseh  other  in  both  bemiiipheies,  is  represented  in  the 
rilowing  table;  *  the  agreement  in  the  miituat  order  of 
accession  of  the  beds  of  this  series  is  not  more  remarksble 
ISO  that  which  prevails  in  the  lower  part  of  the  column. 
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Although  there  is  a  true  succession  of  the  beds  just 
umerated  in  this  group,  yet  it  by  no  means  occurs  that 
e  members  of  the  group  are  all  found  in  the  countries 
i^re  the  formations  even  exist.  In  some  instances  many 
the  beds  are  entirely  deficient,  and  in  numerous  cases 
By  are  extremely  thick,  whilst  in  others  scarce  a  trace  of 
nn  appears  even  to  have  been  deposited.  In  some  coun- 
Bs  the  coal  measures  are  entirely  distinct  from  the  mill' 
»tie  grit  and  shale,  and  carl>oniferous  fimestone,  whHst  in 
)ers  they  are  almost  blended  together  by  alterations  of 
ndstonesy  limestones,  and  shales.  In  the  Slate  of  Mary- 
td,  puraaing  the  road  from  Hancock  to  Froatburg,  near 

^  The  European  part  is  taken  from  Mr.  PhillipB^s  admirable  work 
UuauaUoos  af  the  Geology  of  Yorkshire,"  (\  11,  London,  1336. 


Camberland,  the  oarbonHeroue  Umeatone  does  not  develop 
itself,  as  in  the  Western  country,  in  extensive  horixontal 
areas.  On  leaving  the  highly  inclined  Silurian  rocks,  re<i 
shales  and  sandstones  succeed  to  each  other.  At  Flint«tone 
thele  are  beds  of  limestone  containing  abundance  of  organic 
remains  having  a  strong  affioity  to  those  of  the  carboniler- 
otts  limestone,  but  to  these  immediately  succeed  alternating 
sandstones,  shalea,  and  slaty  limestones;  and  thus  the 
c6untry  rises  from  Cumberland  to  Frostbnrg,  about  1,800 
feet,  where  is  one  ef  the  richest  and  meet  regular  develef»- 
ments  of  the  coal  measures  in  the  United  Stales,  with  lit- 
tie  indication,  except  what  is  gathered  from  fossils,  of  that 
carhoniiiBrous  limestone  which  has  such  a  splendid  ex  tension 
*in  Various  parts  of  the  Western  country,  and  through 
which  the  Mississippi  flows  mere  than  a  thousand  miles.  * 
It  is  the  very  reverse  of  the  picture  which  the  aame  forma* 
tiens  present  on  deeeending  the  country  from  the  Cumber- 
land mountains,  by  the-  way  of  Sparta,  to  JifashviUe,  in 
Tennessee.  At  the  summit  of  those  mountains,  the  sand-* 
stone  contains  nothing'  more  than  indicatioos  of  bkuminoue 
coal,  wfailat,  on  deaoending,  the  carboniferous  limestone 
imaiediately  develops  itself,  in  great  force,  to  a  depth 
of  eight  hundred  feet,  to  where  the  Cumberland  river  losea 
itself  in  Ohio ;  wsemhitng  in  a  degree  the  calcareons  masses 
in  England  and  Wales  which  have  given  rise  to  the  name 
of  mountain  limestone.  The  oooglomeratca  likewjse,  which 
in  some  parts  of  the  oeuntry  alternate  with  the  lower  beds 
of  the  casbonifenniB  ftimeseone,  in  olbeni  aie  entirely  de- 
tached from  it,  and  form  the  upper  bed  of  theoM  red  ssnd* 
stone,  as  is  more  frequently  the  oase  in  Enrops.  These 
local  difibrenccs  in  the  condition  of  proxtmale  beds,  whilel 
they  show  an  irregularity  of  action  in  particiilar  locatities^ 
prove  that  the  same  cause  to  which  they  owe  their  erigia 
operated  to  prodoee  these  anaiogons  depeeites  in  both 
hemispheres.  Extreme  as  the  difierence  ia  between  the 
state  and  extent  of  the  carboniferous  limestone  in  varioue 
parts  of  the  United  States,  it  is  equally  remarkable  in  Eu« 
rope,  espectatly  in  Great  Britain.  There,  no  district  where 
this  formation  prevails,  can  ecarcely  be  aaid  to  furnish  a 
perfect  mineral  type  to  compare  with  that  of  any  other  part 
of  the  country,  so  much  are  the  calcareous  depeeites  varied 
by  sltemations  of  shale,  the  thinning  out  of  beds,  and 
9ther  ineidenta.  An  adequate  knowledge  of  the  organie 
vemaine  belonging  to  this  formation  will  however  be  a  suffi- 
cient guide  to  the  student  to  identify  the  deposits. 

The  great  purity  ef  nest  of  the  bede  of  the  earbeniferoQS 
limestone  fumiehes  strong  evidence  that  they  have  been  de- 
posited-from  Diinetal  walem  hohling  carbonatoof  lime  ia 
chemical  solutions  as  we  find  them  doing  in  our  times.  Ik 
is  true  some  of  tfie  beds  are  intetmixed  with  nrgiilaceouB< 
matter,  and  hence  become  less  fitted  for  economical  pur- 
posee;  hot  this  eircamatanee  disposes  to  the  belief  thafe 
tfaoeie  atmta  had  their  origin  from  below,  mlher  than  from 
the  deetruetion  of  pre^^xietent  continents^  anopimonwfaicli 
some  have  entertained,  since,  in  this  latter  case,  the  bete- 
rogeneoue  admixture  must  heve  been  more  general.  A 
groat  number  of  the  beds  are  loaded  with  nodulee  and 
layeie  of  diert,  resembling,  in  a  remarkable  degrae,  in 
their  connexion  with  the  limestone,  the  manner  in  which 
detached  masses  and  layers  of  flint  are  found  lying  in  the 
chalk  formation.  The  be<lB  of  the  Cumberland  river,  two 
orthree  miles  above  Nashville,  and  thaee  near  Hercula- 
neum,  on  the  Miseissippi,  furnish  stfikmg  instances,  es- 
pecially at  this  last-named  place,  of  the  parallel  dispositioa 
of  the  cbefty  layers. 

The  next  (brraation  in  the  series  is  the  mitiMimtt  grit 
and  thole,  the  inferior  part  of  which,  when  wdl  defined, 
consists  of  shales,  with  occasional  bods  of  limestone  and 
coal.  The  upper  part  is  made  up  of  coarse  sandstones  or 
grit,  with  pebbles  of  quartz.     This  is  an  extensive  forma- 


*  This  ii  the  preponderating  f  nnation  of  Ireland. 
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iion  in  England,  occupyiog  ■  considerable  mreain  the  cen- 
tral part8  of  that  country,  between  the  53d  and  54th  paral- 
lels of  latitude,  where  it  difides  the  great  coal  field  of  the 
large  manufacturing  towns,  and  runs  up  alongside  of  the 
carboniferous  limestone  to  the  coal  measures  of  the  northern 
counties.  *  As  it  proceeds  to  the  north,  its  character  is  less 
defined  and  the  formations  between  which  it  lies  run 
more  immediately  into  each  other,  preaenting  regular 
strata  of  limestone,  with  numerous  subordinate  beds  of 
coal.  In  the  United  States  the  millstone  gril  and  shale  is 
cut  through  by  the  Cumberland  river,  in  Whitely  county, 
Kentucky,  to  a  depth  of  700  feet ;  the  conglomerate  part 
being  about  500  feet  thick,  and  the  shale,  with  three  hori- 
zontal good  veins  of  bituminous  coal,  each  from  three  Aid 
m  half  to  four  and  a  half  feet  thick,  being  about  300  feot. 
At  the  gap  of  Will's  mountain,  in  the  vicinity  of  Cumber- 
land, there  is  a  fine  ezhthitton  of  this  formation,  in  an  es- 
carpment betvteen  800  and  000  feet  The  inferior  is  a  rsd- 
dnh  'chocolate-colored  shale,  of  which  the  superior  and 
greater  portion  is  a  gray  qnartzose  sandstone.  On  rising 
the  Alleghany  mountain*  from  Sbellburgh,  in ,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  quartsoae  conglomerate  ineumbent  on  the  shale 
is  found  near  the  summit  Mr.  R.  C.  Taylor,  in  his  in- 
structive paper  accompanying  "  a  section  ol  the  Alleghany 
mountain  and  Moi4iannon  valley,  in  Centre  county,  Penn- 
sylvania," f  notices  tbe  same  "eonglomerata  rock  or  pod- 
ding stone,  composed  of  while  quarta  pebUes,  set  in  a 
ooarae  grit,"  as  underlying  the  inferior  beds  of  the  bitdmi- 
Booa  co«d  measares. 

The  coal  measures  usually  consist  of  repeated  altera*- 
tions  of  micaceous  sandstones  in  thick  beds,  or,  whan  thin- 
ner,  in  incoherent  lamina,  alternating  with  shales :  shales, 
beds  of  iron  stone,  fire  clay,  bituminous  coa(  ani  occasional 
beds  of  limestone.  In  these  circumstances,  the  givat  coal 
fields  of  South  Wales,  eeotral  England,  northern* England, 
Scotland,  Irolsnd,  and  the  other  great  coal  countries  of  Bu- 
rope  all  agree.  There  is  perhaps  not  a  section  to  be  ob- 
tained from  any  mine  in  any  of  theae  districts,  for  which 
something  Hke  an  equivalent  could  not  be  found  in  the  other 
districts,  as  to  their  general  approximating  charaoter.  The 
veins  vary  in  width,  from  seams  of  a  minute  proportionate 
part  of  an  jneh  to  upwards  of  thirty  feet,  and,  together  with 
the  veins  of  ironstone  and  argillaoeons  iron  ores,  consti- 
tute, as  is  generally  known,  a  most  important  part  of  the 
wealth  of  the  British  empire.  The  strneture  of  the  Western 
bituminonft  oaal  mea^res  of  the  Uoitad  States  resembles 
eldsely  diaea  of  Europe,  except  in  the  cireamsCanoea  that 
they  are  not  so  much  dislocated  hy  disturbances  frem  be- 
low ;  and  one  of  the  objects  of  this  sketch  of  the  strvdure 
of  thegeologieal  column  being  principally  to  show  the  gen- 
eral agreement  in  the  order  c4  the  sucoeauon  of  rooks  in  both 
hemispheres  which  the  coal  itself  makes  sofiteiently  mani* 
fiMit,  I  shall  defer  the  particular  considerstion  of  the  coal 
mcamroi  of  this  country  to  another  part  of  this  report. 

B«Bg  now  arrived  at  the  point  where  that  deficiency  i» 
the  United  Slates  of  no  less  than  twenty* one  important 
atrata  of  Boiopean  rooks,  estimated  to  contain  a  geological 
thickness  of  6,500  feet,  commences,  beginning  with  the 
fizeter  red  oonglomeitate,  and  ending  with  tbe  weald  clay, 
both  ineinatve,  (a  very  femnriLable  deficiency,  which  I  was 
the  first  lo  point  out,  in  the  year  •  1828,)  I  shall  merely  ad- 
vert to  the  prominent  characters  of  the  difierent  mineral  beds, 
that  any  student  into  whose  hands  this  report  -may  come, 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  applying  theae  chaiaetera  to 
any  rocks  he  may  meet  with,  which  are  not  in  aeomlance 
with  those  of  the  rocks  hitherto  alluded  to*  In  an  eoonoSii- 
cal  point  of  view,  the  formations  in  question,  not  coniitin- 
iug  tiie  preeious  metals,  or  much  of  the  useful  ones,  or  em- 
brsciug  any  important  depoaite  of  coal,  are  not  so  much  to 

■»  This  is  the  general  name  given  to  thnt  lofiy  ridge  which  flepfur- 
AXrt  the  bitumiiMus  coal  measures  from  all  oihor  Alleghany  ridgei. 
t  Munihly  American  Journal  of  Geolosy  and  I^atural  Science  p.  433. 


b'»  regretted,  eicept,  perhaps,  on  tbe  score  of  the  imim- 
stones  they  include ;  but  Dothing,  as  will  heraaiWr  be  imb, 
can  exceed  tbe  surprising  interest  which  the  organic  n- 
mains  embraced  in  them  have  eicited. 

We  now  come  lo  a  eerka  of  formations  constitaliDg  it 
new  red  aandeione  groups  which  varies  very  mooh  in  n 
structure  in  difieient  portions  of  Europe.  The  whole groBp^ 
however,  may  be  divided  into  five  portions— tbe  tmit^ 
ted  mark  of  the  Vosges  in  Prance,  the  mtmekelM «{ 
Wurtdmberg  and  other  parts  of  Germany,  the  ne»rtdtr 
variegated  eondattme^  the  magneeittn  Umeeione  orwie- 
Btein^  and  the  ExeUr  red' conghmeraU  or  todiiUgtnk. 
These  will  be  briefly  noticed  in  the  sscending  order. 

The  Exeler  red  conglomerate^  or  supposed  equivaleat  of 
todtUegendeSt  is  a  conglomerate  formed  of  beda  which  liin 
preceded  it,  fragmenta  of  the  carboniferoua  limcvtom  fus- 
ing a  considerable  portion  of  its  ptruciure.  It  b  callftl  lo 
Germany  todtliegende  or  dead  stratum,  in  cootradiitiDdisi 
to  a  bod  of  copper  slate  which  rests  upon  it,  and  wfaidiii 
worked  for  the  metal  it  affords,  itself  producing  ooae. 

The  magnesUm  Umeeione  or  zechetein  varies  verj  muck 
in  England  and  Germany.  Profeasor  Sedgwick*  htf  </• 
scribed  this  formation  with  great  ability  and  detail  «ita- 
ists  in  the  north  of  England,  considering  it  the  cqaiv«Iat 
of  the  aechsteinf  of  Germany.  In  Nottingham,  JkAj- 
shirr,  Yorkshire,  and  Durham,  however,  itdi^rse^aitiii* 
ly  in  structure  and  arrangement,  consisting  of  marly  shia 
and  compact  and  shelly  limestones,  with  s  great  cenini  ik- 
poiite  of  yellow  magnesian  limestonf,  both  compact  ui 
laminated.  Some  of  the  beds  have  an  extraoiOinary  qaie- 
tity  of  magnesia  contained  in  them,  whilst  otber%  witb  ir* 
regular  concretions  of  crystalline  limestone,  have  ao  iti|> 
nesia,  but  occasionally  an  oottlio  structure.  The  M 
fishes  found  in  this  formation  resemble  thoee  of  the  kuffo' 
Mchiefer,  or  cqiper  slate  of  Germany.  The  German  \A 
of  this  formation  are  provincially  called  "  asch^"  (tht 
loose  marl,)  **8tink8tein,"  (fetid  limestone,}  raucbwacK 
zechstein,  and  kupferschiefer.  The  rauchwacbe,  aba 
very  porous  or  rather  cellular,  has  often  a  tliicknessof  fraa 
forty  to  fifty  feet.  The  kupferschiefer  has  a  meao  ibid' 
neas,  in  the  Mansfeldt  country  in  Thuringia,  Prancoai^ 
and  the  Hartz,  of  about  one  foot. 

The  new  red  or  variegated  sandstone  is  named  afbr  ibi 
colors  red,  white,  blue,  and  green,  which  diatingaidi  Ha 
rock  In  aome  parts  of  Germany  it  includes  congloBotta. 
Rocksah  and  gypaom  are  found  io  it  Occasionally  the  ska 
it  contains  ia  sufficiently  abundant  to  render  it  fciistoei. 

The  muaekelkaikf  which  is  deficient  in  Great  Brini^ 
is  a  gray  compact  limestone,  paasing  into  marla. 

The  variegated  marls  ef  the  Vosges  pass  into  tbe  fe% 
the  auperinoumbent  formation.  They  are  ge&erally  of  • 
red  and  greenish  color,  and  contain  dark  echiitoBe  aam 
and  thin  beds  of  quartsoae  sandstone.  Salt  lod  gypfla 
are  found  in  the  inferior  part.  The  pasiage  of  this  lock 
into  the  lias  is  not  marked  in  England  by  these  chaxadff- 
istic  mariti.  If  there  are  any  rocks  in  the  United  ^hm 
which  deserve  to  be  examined  with  the  moat  precise  aces- 
racy,  with  a  view  to  institute  a  compariaon  with  the  oes* 
bers  of  ihis  group,  I  should  point  to  those  which  are  iscfe- 
ded  In  Mr.  Hitchcock's  paper  4on  the  geology  of  the  Ceo- 
necticut,  where^  amidst  red  argillaceoua  echiitoee  AndAon^ 
in  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  fossil  fish  are  found  io  a 
bed  of  bituminous  shale  of  a  mean  ihicknesai  of  about  ua 
feeU  Mr.  Hitchcock  states  in  that  paper  that  Mr.  Bi^ 
niart  was  of  opinion  the  Connecticut  formatinn  had  die 
strongest  resemblance  to  that  of  the  bituminous  marl 


♦  Transactions  of  the  Geological  Society  of  Lomion,  tcI.  3,  pert  ^ 
"  On  the  geological  relations  and  internal  sCroetuie  of  Uw  '**^"*'?? 
1  imeaiooc,  anU  the  lower  portions  of  tlie  aaw  red  sawlaoo**"**  «• 
By  the  Rev.  Adam  Sod^wick,"  &c. 

t  Formerly  the  provincud  name  of  a  single  bed,  now  Ui? 
name  of  a  seri««  or  t)eds. 

^Sillimans'sJouniali  vol.€,p,  731 
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I  the  copper  mines  in  the  eoantrj  of  MamfeMt  and  Heeie, 
nd  that  be  did  not  connder  the  occurriiice  of  thin  beda  or 
eini  of  coal  ai  opposed  to  his  opinion,  which  of  coune 
m  founded  upon  description  and  upon  specimens.  These 
nna  of  coal  are  thin,  not  exceeding  one  inch,  yet  suffi- 
ienriy  numerous  to  have  tndaced  Mr.  Hitchcock,  in  his 
linute  find  admirable  paper  for  the  period  in  which  it  was 
rstvn  up,  (1828,)  to  name  it  the  cosl  formation,  a  term 
fhich  invites  a  great  deal  of  investigation,  on  account  of 
»  great  value  of  the  results  connected  with  it.  I  wonld 
nuaric  here,  that  the  occurrence  of  seams  of  bitominous 
9al  by  no  means  identifies  the  rocks  in  which  they  are 
)Qnd  with  the  regular  coal  measures,  since,  wnhout  speak- 
ig  of  other  portions  of  the  geological  column,  it  ia  stated 
r  Profeasor  Pusch*  that  seams  of  coal  from  three  to 
vanty-five  inches  thick  are  found  in  Poland  between  the 
lOfcheikslk  and  the  oolitic  series,  in  the  very  group  now 
Oder  consideration — a  circumstance  which  strengthens  the 
Mlogy  between  this  group  in  Europe  and  the  coal  form*- 
on  of  Connecticut.  To  this  may  be  added  the  important 
rt  of  the  presence  of  copper  in  both  formations,  which, 
though  existing  under  different  conditions  in  each  of  them, 
ay  have  been  produced  in  each  by  the  samo  cause.  In 
ermany  the  copper  is  obtained  from  the  stratum  of  slate 

which  it  is  distributed,  and  which,  as  has  before  been 
■served,  reposes  upon  the  conglomeraie  bed  below ;  whilst 

Connecticut  the  carboniferous  rocks  alternate  with  intru- 
re  rucks,  and  the  copper,  according  to  Mr.  Hitchcock,  is 
found  on  the  margin  of  the  greenstone  and  coal  fofma- 
m,  and  the  veins  always  pass,  either  laterally  or  perpen- 
cularly,  from  one  rock  into  the  other."  The  presence  of 
e  copper,  in  both  instances,  is  probably  owing  to  the  die* 
irbance  which  In  the  one  instance  produced  the  con 
otnerate  on  which  the  knpfersciefer  rests,  and  in  the 
her  to  the  intrusion  of  the  greenstone  beds  amongst  the 
da  of  the  coal  formation,  laying,  frequently  at  an  angle 

40  degrees  with  the  horizon,  beds  which  originally  were 
posited  on  tf  horizontal  line.  My  own  observations  of 
rae  Oonnecticot  carboniferous  beds  which  have  been 
ide  at  various  intervals,  whilst  passing  too  rapidly  through 
t  country,  have  led  me  to  the  opinion  that  they  form  part 

the  regular  coal  measures  very  partially  deposited  in  this 
ition  of  the  United  Statea. 

The  Itas  is  considered  to  be  the  lowest  formation  of  the 
Ulie  sefiet  of  roeks,  so  called  from  tbe  calcareous  beds  of 
I  aeries  being  distinguished  by  the  general  prevalence  of 
;)ecuHar  structure,  their  substance  being  more  or  less 
Biposed  of  smalt  ovula  or^  concentric  egg-form  grains  of 
tbonate  of  lime,  resembling  the  roe  ef  a  fish,  from  which 
lemblanee  it  was  usual  once  amongst  mineralogists  to  de- 
minate  oolite  rock  roestone.f  In  Great  Britain,  and  on 
B  continent  of  Europe,  this  formation  has  a  very  general 
■raeter,  sometimes  masses  of  argillaceous  marls  predom- 
itlng,  and  at  other  times,  especially  in  the  lower  portions 
the  formation,  beds  of  limestone,  with  an  occasional 
Btie  structure.  In  Englsnd  this  deposite  traverses  the 
lole  kingdom,  the  general  direction  being  east  of  north, 
a  somewhat  curved  line,  from  near  ftO^  SO^  to  about 
°  W  north  latitikde.  In  that  country  the  masa  of  the 
posite  constats  of  a  blue  clay,  somewhat  bituminous  and 
Beedingly  pyritiferous,  containing  numerous  courses  of 

0  stone  and  aeptarious  nodules.  Arenacaous  limestones 
i  beds  of  sandstones  are  inclosed  in  this,  and,  towards 

1  bottom,  very  characteristic  l>eds  of  pure  blue  and  while 
lesumea,  useful  as  lithographic  stones.  This  structure 
the  masa  gives  it  an  external  appearance,  which  distin- 
ishes  It  w  much  from  all  other  formations  and  groups 
it  it  is  imposMble  to  mistake  its  characters.  But  the  sur- 
singly  interesting  organic  remains  which  are  entombed 

'  looraal  de  Oeolof  Is. 

'SouM  beds  of  the  caiboniferDus  Umeatoue  are  oolitic  in  the  UnUsd 
xaa,  which  Is  the  case  in  the  asms  farmation  io  Europe. 


in  it,  and  which  will  be  hereafter  nlluded  to,  have  establish- 
ed  its  still  more  general  character,  wherever  it  haa  been  ob- 
served. T  have  not  seen  any  thing  resembling  it  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States.* 

It  will  be  evident  to  all  who  consider  the  general  structure 
of  the  oolitic  series,  that  It  could  not  have  escaped  obser- 
vation had  it  existed  within  those  parts  of  the  United  States 
which  are  known  to  geologists ;  for,  taking  it  aa  a  mass,  aa 
it  is  found  in  Europe,  where,  from  local  causes  perhaps, 
some  of  its  members  are  irregularly  distributed,  it  presents 
three  distinct  argillo-calcareous  depositee  of  a  mean  thick- 
ness of  about  five  hundred  feet,  alternating  with  other  de- 
positee of  a  calcareous  and  sometimes  arenaceous  structure. 
These  three  argillaceoua  masses  are  the  Has,  the  Oxford 
clay,  and  Kimmeridge  clay,  and  the  causes  which  deposi- 
ted them  have  been  so  general  as  to  have  been  simultane- 
ously In  action  in  Enghnd,  France,  and  Germany. 

Some  of  the  Engliah  writers  have  found  it  convenient  to 
separate  tbe  oolitic  series  into  four  divisions,  placing  the 
Portland  oolite  and  the  Kimmeridge  day  in  the  first  divi- 
sion,  (descending  order,)  the  coral  rag  and  Oxford  day  in 
the  second,  the  corribrash,  the  forest  marble,  the  Bradford 
clay,  the  great  oolite,  the  fuller*s  earth,  and  inferior  oolite^^ 
in  the  third,  and  the  lias  in  the  fourth. 

l^e  third  division,  now  about  to  he  noticed,  is  generally 
caHed  the  lower  or  bath  oolite  formation,  on  account  of 
the  beauty  and  value,  for  architectural  purposes,  of  the 
freestone  taken  from  the  great  oolite  bed  near  bath. 

The  inferior  oolite  is  in  some  places  an  arenaceous  de- 
posite,  sometimes  superimposed  by  limestones,  with  occa- 
sional oolitic  iron  ore,  and  underlies  a  stratum  of  pure 
aluminous  earth,  called  fuller's  earth.  In  Yorkshire  this 
bed  is  ferruginous  and  shelly  in  its  fracture,  and  is  subja- 
cent to  sandstones  and  shalea,  with  seams  of  bituminous  coal. 

Tbe/u2^'s  earth  is  not  a  general  deposite,  but  is  found 
very  valuable  in  the  useful  arts. 

The  great  oolite  is  the  distinguishing  member  of  this 
division,  and  furnishes  the  freestone  for  the  public  and  pri- 
vate buildings  at  Bath,  in  England,  as  well  as  in  Norman- 
dy and  other  parts  of  the  continent. 

The  Bradford  clay  is  a  partial  deposite,  remarkable  for 
its  very  perfect  specimens  of  apiocrinitea  rotundus,  or  tha 
round,  pear« shaped  encrinite. 

The  ybres^  marbU  is  a  coarse,  shelly,  oolitic  limestone, 
associated  with  sands  and  sandy  accretions.  It  is  a  remark- 
able bed  in  the  geological  history  of  the  series  for  having 
produced  tbe  first  specimen  of  a  quadruped,  the  diJelphis 
bucklandi,  an  extinct  species  of  oposaum. 

The  combrash  is  a  coarse,  shelly  limestone,  owing  its 
somewhat  dissonant  name  to  the  facility  with  which  it  dis- 
integrates and  yields  to  the  plough,  being,  according  to  the 
old  provincial  term,  braahy  or  hreaky  enough  to  cnalde  the 
plough  to  prepare  the  surface,  where  thi^  rock  prevails,  for 
wheat,  always  called  corn  in  England.  In  Yorkshire  the 
sandstones,  shales,  and  seams  of  coal  repeated,  are  sub- 
jacent to  this  stratum,  and  are  conceded  to  be  the  equiva- 
lents of  Mr.  Murchison*s  coal  seams  of  Brora,  m  the 
oolitic  group  of  Scotland,  which  he  first  descrilieJ. 

The  Oxford  clay  is  a  dense,  blue,  argillo-calcareous 
mass,  including  stony  beds  calletl  Kelhway  rock.  This 
is  an  extensive  deposite,  as  well  on  the  continent  as  in 
England,  where,  with  its  associato  membera  of  the  oolidc 
series,  it  describes  an  incurved  line  through  the  kingdom, 
following  the  course  of  the  lias. 

*  I  do  not  know  whether  the  writers  oa  American  geology,  <SiUlmitn*S 
Jourxial,  Oct.  1633,  Jan.  1836,)  who  aiil)  cooiiDue  to  describe  various 
niemben  of  the  csrtwoiferous  liaiesione  as  the  equivalent  of  the  lias, 
have  ever  been  In  Buiope  and  have  examined  the  lias  t>eda  there.  I 
ahould  think  not.  Having  had  sofflcient  opportanliies  of  compariag 
the  American  localliiea  referred  lo,  with  tbe  lias  in  various  paiiaM 
Europe,  lean  but  repeat  that  the  charactertsiic  foMila  of  the  l!aa  have 
noi  been  aesn  here,  and  that  the  mineral  afflniiiea  of  tbe  American 
beda  iu  qneaiion,  as  well  aa  their  funila,  claaa  them  beyond  a  doubt  In 
ihe  carbooiferous  limestous. 
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The  coral  rag  is  an  oolitic  roek,  Ijing  between  an  up- 
per and  lower  ciilcareoue  grit  in  the  north  of  England. 
The  ovula  are  frequently  ai  large  as  pees,  which  has  oc- 
casioned the  rock  in  certain  localities  to  be  called  pisolite. 
This  deposite  is  jemarkable  in  some  lacalitiee  for  its  abun- 
dance of  coral  structure,  and  deserves  notice  aii  separating 
those  two  great  argiilo-calcareous  depositee  betwixt  which 
it  lies. 

The  Kimmeridge  clay  is  a  calcareous  claj,  of  a  blue 
color,  which,  like  the  other  great  argillaceous  depositee, 
contains  septaria,  besides  lignites. 

The  Portland  oolite  is  the  bed  which  produces  the  fine 
freestone  called  in  England  Portland  stone ;  it  i«  fouEkd 
both  compact  and  oolitic,  is  disposed  to  be  cheriy,  and  con- 
tains, towards  the  bottom,  green  sandy  beds. 

The  Parbeck  limestone  is  superincumbent  to  the  oolitic 
scries;  its  general  structure  is  clays,  embracing  beds  of 
limestone  with  ironstone. 

The  Hastings  9and  consists  of  variooe  colored  sands 
and  sandstones,  containing  lignites  and  coarse  grits. 

The  weaJd  elay,  so  denominated  from  the  weald  of  Sus- 
sex, is  a  stiff,  slaty  clay,  containing  ironstone,  aitems^ng 
towards  the  bottom  with  sands,  and  embracing  beds  of 
fre.sh- water  limestone. 

We  have  now  reached  the  cretaceous  group,  where  we 
again  find  an  appearance  of  equivalents  in  this  country  to 
the  European  formations.  The  lower  part  of  this  group 
has  been  usually  called  the  green  sand  formation,  from  its 
abounding  in  greon-colored  grains,  which,  upon  analysis, 
give  stlex,  protoxide  of  iron,  alumine  and  potash.  They 
are  the  distinguishing  mineral  characteristics  of  its  struc- 
ture wherever  it  has  been  otiserved,  but  do  not  obtain  in 
the  central  portion  of  the  formation,  where  a  strong  bed  of 
arenaceous  and  calcareous  clay,  called  gault^  divides  it  into 
three  portions,  the  lower  green  eand^  the  gauU^  and  the 
upper  green  sand. 

The  lower  green  sand  is  very  ferruginous,  containing 
beds  of  sand  more  indurated  towards  the  bottom,  with 
limestone  in  some  localities. 

The  gault  is  a  l>ed  of  grayish  blue  clay,  (^ervescing 
strongly,  and  containing  fossils  which  have  a  very  fine  na- 
cre frequently. 

The  upper  green  sand  is  a  mass  of  stratified  sands  con- 
taining a  large  portion  of  the  green  grains,  and  occasion- 
ally green  or  reddish  nodules,  which  upon  analysis  have 
yielded  phosphates  in  great  proportions.  Thick  regular 
seams  of  chert  are  also  sometimes  found  in  it. 

The  upper  part  of  this  group  consists  of  the  chalk  marl, 
the  lower  chalk,  and  the  upper  chalk,  all  of  which  appear 
to  be  deficient  in  the  United  Stales.  The  mineralogical 
characters  of  these  two  last  members  of  the  cretaceous 
group  are  po  well  known,  the  carbonate  of  lime  of  which 
they  consist,  on  account  of  its  pure  white  color  and  its 
loose  slate  of  induration,  being  so  conspicuously  difierent 
from  any  other  known  mineral,  that  the  student. is  in  no 
need  for  any  other  guide  to  assist  him  in  discriminating  be- 
t^'cen  this  and  any  other  rooks  he  may  meet.  They  hawe 
not  yet  been  noticed  in  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Tbii  is  not  the  case  with  the  lower  members  of  the  creta- 
ceous group,  which  form  a  very  extensive  but  very  irregular 
line  from  New  Jersey  to  the  neighl>orhood  of  the  Mandan 
country,  in  about  latitude  47°  north,  a  line  which  was 
more  pariiculjirly  noticed  in  my  report  of  last  year.*  This 
lower  division  of  the  cretaceous  group  for  a  great  portion 
of  this  distance  has  a  common  mineral  character  not  much 
dissimilar  to  that  of  the  same  deposites  in  Europe ;  but  the 
agreement  in  the  fossil  bodies  found  in  it  is  so  strong  as 
to  leave  no  doubt  whatever  of  our  having  the  equivalents 
of  the  green  sand  formation  of  Europe  in  the  United 
States.  There  are  also  satisfactory  reasons  for  believing 
that  these  beds  are  deposited  for   much  the  greater  part  of 
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that  line,  if  not  upon  the  whole  of  it,  on  the  bwMtbsb 
ef  the  primary  order,  so  <ihat  the  line  itself  may  be  oooo^ 
ered  as  representing  the  shore  of  the  ancient  ocean  vluek 
deposited  these  beds.  The  localities  of  these  beds  in  ik 
United  States  are  New  Jersey,  some  points  On  the  kfi 
bank  of  the  Potomac  river,  Maryland,  and  near  CoggiA't 
point,  on  the  right  bank  of  James  river,  Virginia,  whoi 
they  tiT0  generally  covered  over  by  the  tertiary.  Failkc 
south  the  coast  lies  so  low  that  the  inferior  beds  of  tbt  ter- 
tiary are  below  the  water  level,  but,  scarce  as  natural  tH- 
tions  ore,  the  beds  sometimes  reappear  as  the  conntr;  nei 
in  the  interior,  and  at  Prairie  blu^  on  the  Alabama  riw^ 
and  in  the  neighboring  country,  are  rich  in  the  lobcroi' 
ceous  fossils.  From  thence  they  may  be  traced  at  viriM 
points  along  this  ancient  shore,  on  the  vrest  et  tbe  To- 
nessee  river,  in  Arkansas,  in  Hempstead  and  Sevier  can- 
lies,  westwaril,  to  tbe  Ktamesha,  near  Fort  Tqwkvb,  al 
so  on  up  the  Folae  WosbiU,  till  tbe  line  deflccU  tsiia 
north  and  runs  up  to  the  Black  bills,  terminating  protebij 
south  of  tbe  Mandan  country. 

The  last  three  deposites  of  the  column  formios  the  Ifr 
tiary  order  have  also  their  representatives  in  thiscombj, 
their  mineral  character,  taking  them  in  a  mass,  bavtafi 
strong  general  resemblance,  which  is  completely  eslabtt* 
ed  by  their  organic  contents,  and  their  common  poniMi 
so  near  the  8ur£M»,  in  the  geological  culumn ;  but,  iaii 
numerous  parts  of  the  world  where'  they  occur,  theiov 
of  clays  and  sands  and  imperfect  limestones  which  tisf 
exhibit  are  so  irregularly  distributed,  that  no  one  iocAf 
can  be  set  up  as  a  general  type.  Formerly,  their  aism 
character  was  principally  relied  upon  for  their  danio- 
tion,  but  of  late  a  new  arrangenMUt  has  heca  applieiu 
them,  the  baais  of  which  is  their  supposed  proximitvlsAt 
pvesent  order  of  nature,  evidenced  by  the  respective  p^ 
portions  of  fossil  shells  they  contain  of  species  wbicfa  cut 
at  present.     Of  this  a  fuHer  explanation  will  be  fiyea. 

Before  any  thing  further  is  said  of  the  lower  divisidBa 
the  tertiary,  it  ia  proper  to  remark  that  the  opinkui  wbiii 
prevailr-d  some  time  ago  that  there  was  a  dlalinct  sqm' 
tion  between  the  superior  part  of  the  chalk  and  lbs  befl^ 
l)ed  of  the  tertiary,  as  if  geological  causes  hsd  cesffd^* 
while,  has  been  brought  into  doubt  by  more  exlemiedii' 
vestig^ations.  Il  was  known  long  ago  that  the  surface  s 
the  chalk  had  been  greatly  abraded,  and  the  beds  of  pl^ 
clay  which  succeed  to  it  in  some  |>arts  of  England  iie  a* 
ceodingly  loaded  with  nodules  of  flint  washed  oat  of  it 
The  deposite  of  Mont  St.  Pierre,  slso  in  the  Mae^i^ 
district  on  tbe  continent,  which  differs  from  the  chalk  w 
the  lowest  tertiary  beds,  having  a  distinct  mineral  dun^ 
ter,  and  containing  fossils  not  common  to  the  chalk,  i^ 
ed  a  real  pasflage  from  the  cholk  to  tbe  tertiary.  Sinnr 
observations  have  been  made  in  other  parts  of  Esni^ 
There  is  a  most  inteiesting  paper  connected  with  Oum^ 
ject  in  the  Traiwictions  of  the  Geological  Society  of  iM- 
don,  vol.  3,  part  3d,  accompanied  with  plates  of  the  Gsoa 
and  Styria  fossils,  and  o  fine  lithographic  yiew  of  the  nt- 
ley  of  Gosau,  in  the  Salzburgh  Alps,  by  iMi*.  ^^**"**J' 
Murchison.  In  tins  paper  Professor  Sedgwick  aadlfr 
Murehison,  after  a  careful  examination  of  a  series  of  ka0 
lying  between  the  chalk  and  the  tertiary,  have,  afler  a*- 
rond  investigation  made  by  Mr.  Murchison  for  tbal  p^ 
pose,  come  to  the  decision  that  a  aeries  of  blue  laad^  a** 
ternating  with  compact  limeatone  and  cakareona  P**^ 
independent  of  and  intermediate  between  the  cha«fc  **» 
the  loweat  known  beds  of  the  tertiary.  The  JefetopwMf 
of  the  tertiary  beds  are  so  numerous  in  this  couovji  «■ 
a  aimitsr  paasage  ntay  hereafter  be  recognised  hrie. 

The  kmjer  tertiary  formation  is  sobdirided  intj** 
London  clay  and  the  plaatic  elay.  The  bsd  callail  W^ 
clay  of  the  Engliah  geologists  is  found,  as  well  as  ^tftw 
the  vicinity  of  Paris,  lying  upon  the  chalk,  yet  the  *<«*■ 
depeaite,  from  which  it  takes  its  name,  is  a  trae  daff  •!* 
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^tieable  to  the  plastic  uaea  of  the  potter,  rewmbling  the 
»Iorcd  claje  near  Newcastle,  Delaware,  whilst  the  depos- 
its in  the  environs  of  London  consists  of  beds  of  flint  and 
)Qbbles  alternating  with  sands  end  clay,  yet  has  received 
h»  name  of  plastic  clay,  because  it  occupied  the  same  ge- 
ilogicai  position  with  the  French  deposite.  - 

The  London  clay  is  the  great,  dailL-colored,  argillaceous 
DISS  upon  which  the  city  of  London  stands.  Its  mineral 
:haracter,  however,  raries :  ealcareons  beds,  with  fossils, 
ire  enclosied  in  it,  with  large  septaria.  Although  these 
(TO  clays  have  acquired  distincx  names,  yet  there  appears 
lOthiDg  fn  their  mineral  character,  which  warrants  this 
litinction  being  kept  up,  or  their  being  considered  other 
htn  as  a  series  of  clays,  where  the  fossils  preponderate  In 
be  apper  pan,  and  the  sand  and  peRblea  in  the  lower. 
Ilia  is  the  eocene  group  of  Mr.  Lyell,  a  corh pound  Greek 
sriD,  expressive  of  the  dawn  of  the  present  order  of  na- 
iire,  a  small  proportion  of  the  fossils  contained  in  it  be- 
mging  to  species  now  found  living. 

The  middle  tertiary  or  miocene  hcdv  have  their  best 
rpe  in  France,  and  comprehend  the  lower  fresh  water, 
If  upper  marine,  and  the  upper  fresh  water  of  the  vicin- 
y  of  Paris.  The  lower  fi-esh  water  contains  siliceous 
Doeatone,  with  gypsum  and  the  bones  of  the  paloetherea 
sd  other  extinct  animals,  and  fresh-water  marls.  The 
pper  marine  consists  of  gypseous  marls,  sands  and  sand- 
ones,  and  marine  marls  and  limestone.  The  upper 
eah  water  contains  millstone  without  shells,  and  fresh 
ater  marls.  The  term  miocene  is  expressive,  of  an  in- 
'eased  number  of  recent  shells  in  its  deposites,  but  that 
t^  are  in  a  minority  as  to  numbers. 
The  upper  tertiary  or  pliocene  includes  the  tertiary  beds 
'Sicily,  the  crag  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  in  England,  and 
a  aub-Appenine  marls.  These  last  consist  of  various 
>poiites  of  marl,  with  sand  abounding  in  fossil  shells,  of 
hich  upwards  of  40  per  cent,  belong  to  existing  species. 
he  crag  la  found  sometimes  lying  on  the  London  clay, 
'ineiimes  on  the  chalk.  It  is  a  sort  of  ancient  beach, 
bcre  sand,  gravel,  earth,  red  ferruginous  sand  with  ochre- 
It  oodoles,  and  coarse  white  and  other  sands,  containing 
lit  quantities  of  fossil  shells,  succeed  to  eacli  other.  The 
oportion  of  lecent  shells  is  about  the  same  as  tliot  found 
the  sub-Appenine  beds,  and  they  are,  therefoto,  deemed 
Iw  of  the  same  age.  The  tertiary  beds  of  Sicily  consist 
stratified  marine  deposites  of  clay,  sand,  and  limestone, 
great  heights  above  the  sea,  and  which  contain  95  per 
Dt.  of  existing  species.  The  term  pliocene  expresses  a 
ijorfty  of  recent  shells  to  be  present. 
These  tertiary  beds,  which  occupy  so  large  a  portion  of 
K  surface  of  Burope,  are  well  developed  in  the  United 
Btes.  and  extend  as  far  to  the  sootl^^  as  the  country  has 
BD  examined,  usually  accompanying  the  sul>cretaceous 
^i,  and  covering  a  pro<ligtou8  area  towards  the  Atlantic, 
nth  of  the  Sute  of  New  York.  The  vast  deposites  of 
Uary  shells  in  this  area  are  now  in  situations  where  they 
>  acceeaible,  nsefully  applied  to  agricultural  purposes^ 
t^ectally  in  New  Jersey,  Marvland,  and  Virginia.  The 
neral  character  of  the  deposites  in  which  these  fossils 
^  found,  is  often  formed  by  varions-colored  clays  of  a 
^y  unctlous  character,  occasionally  divided  by  thin 
Ttigioous  seams,  sometimes  abounding  with  minute 
rstals  of  selenite,  at  other  times  containing  very  large 
ST^te  crystals,  all  of  which  appear  to  owe  their  origin 
the  organic  bodies  superincumbent  to  them.  8omo- 
i^,  as  In  the  l>anks  of  the  Choptank  river,  in  Talbot 
mty,  on  the  Bast^rn  Shore  of  Maryland,  beds  of  fossil 
ills  of  various  genera,  with  a  very  slight  proportion  of 
•rly  earth  streWed  amongst  them,  rise  from  1 5  to  20  feet 
the  water  side,  whilst  in  other  proximate  localities  ex- 
tslve  areas  seem  to  be  formed  of  nothing  but  fossil  oysters. 
t^r  localities,  containing  a  great  profusion  of  these  fos- 
h  are  foond  in  the  vicinity  of  Piney  Point,  a  summer 
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balhing-plaee  on  the  Maryland  tide,  about  twenty  inilei  ^ 
from  the  month  of  the  Potomac.     Fine  exhibition)  of  (hM 
kind,  also,  are  seen  on  the  right  bank  of  James  river,  Vin 
ginia,  extending  southeast  from  the  vicinity  of  City  Point; 
wherever  the  banks  are  high  enough.     Occasionally  cal-     > 
careouB  masses  are  found  irregulariy  distributed  beneath  the 
greenish  argillaceous  marls,  containing  the  impressions  of 
shells  only,  as  if  their  calcareous  substance  had  been  car- 
ried below  by  the  consunt  percolation  of  water.     Tbes^ 
appearances,  varying  with  the  localities,  are  cdhimon  to  all 
the  shell  depositee  of  th«  tide-water  districts  of  the  South- 
em  country,  and  may  be  traced,  associated  with  the  tub- 
cretaceous  beds,  the  whole  extent  of  the  line  defined  ^by 
them.     Little  has  been  done  hitherto  to  class  these  various 
beds  according  to  the  intelligent  system  proposed  by  Mr.  • 
Lyell.   Thb  is  a  task  requiring  the  devotion  of  much  tlmi^: 
by  indiriduals  possessing  a  minute  knowledge  of  conchor- 
ogy,  and  which  cannot  be  achieved  in  a  very  short  period.^ 

The  geological  column,  of  which  this  slight  sketch  has 
been  given,  finishes  with  the  superficial  soil  upon  which 
we  live.  This  consists  either  of  the  detritus  of  pre-exist- 
ing beds  brought  into  its  place  by  the  agency  of  water,  or 
of  the  decomposed  parts  of  rocks  in  place,  the  decomposi- 
tion of  which  has  been  effected  by  external  causes. 

In  the  preceding  pages  it  has  been  mainly  the  intention 
of  the  writer  to  effect  three  things :  to  furnish  some  guide 
to  the  student  for  the  discrimination  of  beds ;  to  show  that 
the  strata,  with  the  exception  of  the  intrusive  rocks,  have 
come  into  their  places  after  an  invariable  succession  ;  and 
that  the  resemblance  between  the  members  of  this  succea- 
ston  in  the  Unit^  Statea  and  the  order  of  the  European 
Mrata  is  so  strong  as  to  warrant  the  inference  that  they 
have  been' produced  by  similar  and  contemporaneous  causes. 
In  the  remarks  which  yet  remain  to  be  made,  other  re- 
markable proofs  will  be  produced  of  these  truths,  derived 
principally  from  the  organic  bodies  foond  in  these,  strata.' 
It  cannot  escape  an  observer  that  the  rocks  upon  (h^  habit- 
able surfkce  of  the  earth,  and  frequently  at  an  elevation  of 
many  thousand  feet  above  the  lovel  of  the  ocean,  contain 
fossil  shells  and  the  impressions  of  animals  that  could 
only  have  existed  in  salt  water;  in  sfjme  instances  the 
beds  are  almost  entirely  composed  of  them.f  Such  rocks, 
then,  must  have  been  covered  for  long  periods  of  time  by 
the  ocean.  More  extensive  observation  would  show  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  surface  of  (he  earth,  if  not  thd 
whole,  has  once  been  in  that  situation.  The  student  will 
now  find  himself  zealously  engaged  in  an  inquiry  concern- 
ing the  cau^s  which  have  either  raised  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean  from  its  ancient  level,  or  depressed  it  to  lenable  the 
waters  to  recede.  Happily,  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  the  investigation  of  facts  will  enable  him  in  our 
day  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  without  having 
recourse  to  any  hypothesis  whatever.  To  explain  thi<l 
briefly  and  succinctly,  it  must  be  premised  that  ^e  can 
have  no  practical  knowledge  of  the  structure  of  the  earth 
beyond  the  depth  of  its  superficial  crust,  whilst  the  serat- 
diameter  of  the  earth  exceeds  more  than  five  hundred  times 
the  thickness  of  that  crust.  But  the  mean  specific  gravity 
of  the  whole  is  about  double  that  of  the  crust — a  arcum- 
stance  which  proves  that  the  Interior  is  not  composed  of 
oxydes,  as  we  may  sopfioae  the  greater  portion  of  the  ex- 
terior to  be.  The  contents  may  partially  consist  of  pon- 
derous bodies,  of  the  nature  of  metalloids,  and  great  cavi- 
ties  may  exist  there.  The  existence  of  volcanic  action 
through  every  part  of  the  known  world,  either  by  the  erup- 
tion of  active  volcanocft  or  by  earthquakes,  is  an  assurancd 

*  Mr.  T.  Conrad  possesses  the  requisite  qualificaiions/and  has  ac- 
quired so  mucfi  local  infbrmatlon  or  the  Souttiem  beds,  that  It  wimid 
be  compaiatlvely  as^  fur  hl^  to  aocoaoidlsli  it. 


t  The  tlsaesioDe  near  the  top^  oa.  the  aortli  side  of  the  rtdgs  Crom  ittii 
foot  of  which  the  Bath  wsiera  of  Morgan  countj,  Vliginia,  riss^  is  ftiU 
of  renutias  of  enorinltii  anfl  cardia. 
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that  there  must  be  vast  cavitiee  in  the  interior  where  igneous 
action  is  fiercely  at  work,  and  of  which  these  volcanoes 
may  be  conaiderej  as  the  safety-valves.  The  disturbances 
resulting  from  earthquakes  may  be  considered  as  the  effect 
of  the  resistance  which  the  solid  parts  of  the  crust  of  the 
earth  oppose  to  the  expansive  power  striving  in  those  pro- 
found cavities.  Applying  this  power  to  many  phenomena 
of  the  science,  we  are .  able  to  comprehend  what  would 
otb«rwifle  be  incomprehensible.  The  lowest  rocks  which 
have  yet  been  met  with  in  penetrating  into  the  crust  have 
been  of  the  granite  kind ;  but  in  ascending  to  the  summits 
of  some  of  the  highest  mountains^  we  find  them  composed 
#lso  of  gpranite.  We  have  no  method  of  explaining  this  ap- 
parent paradox  but  in  having  recourse  to  this  subterranean 
force,  and  giving  due  attention  to  the  multiplied  evidences 
of  its  intense  exertion.  Thus,  when  wo  observe  some  oi 
the  stratified  beds  which  lie  much  higher  up  in  the  series 
than  the  granite,  reposing  at  high  inclinations  upon  the 
flanks  of  the  granite  mountains,  with  accompanying  marks 
of  violent  dislocation,  the  truth  flashes  upon  us,  and  we 
perceive  ^hat  these  mountains  have  once  existed  at  lower 
levels,  and  that  they  have  been  forced  up  through  the  su- 
perincumbent beds.  We  thus  become  acquainted  with  the 
existence  of  a  power  capable  of  the  mightiest  mechanical 
exertions.  If  earthquakes  in  our  time  rend  the  earth,  dis- 
locate its  solid  parts,  and  ingulf  portions  of  it  in  the  chasms 
they  produce,  what  were  they  not  capable  of  when  the  sub> 
terranean  force,  at  an  early  period  of  the  deposition  of 
strata,  was  infinitely  more  energetic,  and  had  much  less 
resistance  opposed  te  it  ? 

These  conclusions,  to  which  geological  opinions  have 
been  for  some  time  tending,  and  wluch  are  now  universally 
adopted,  are  the  result,  not  only  of  geological  ol^servations, 
but  of  mathematical  and  physical  reasonings,  which  lend 
them  every  authority  when  applied  to  the  causes  which 
have  determined  the  spheroidal  figure  of  the  earth,  and  the 
state  of  igneous  fluidity  it  must  once  have  been  in  to  as- 
sume that  figure.  If  this  is  to  be  called  a  theory,  it  is  only 
another  name  for  the  incontrovertible  result  arising  from  the 
•ound  generalization  of  well-a>:certained  facts.  To  some, 
it  is  true,  who  have  never  reflected  upon  this  subject,  it 
may  appear  startling  to  hear  that  continents  and  chains  of 
mountains  have  been  raised  from  the  interior  parts  of  the 
earth  by  the  force. of  subterranean  power;  but  every  oflect 
is  proportionate  to  its  cause,  and  where  the  first  is  definite, 
and  the  last  immeasurable^  we  must  submit  to  the  reason- 
ableness of  the  proposition,  remembering  always,  that  al- 
though human  power  dwindles  into  insignificance  when 
applied  in  imagination  to  disturb  a  mineral  mass  like  the 
crust  ef  the  earth,  yet  it  is  demonstrable  that  a  gaseous 
pressure  may  be  generated  in  such  a  radius,  to  which  the 
known  mineral  mass  could  make  no  resistance.  In  rea- 
soning, therefore,  upon  these  high  matters,  we  must  not 
measure  unknown  forces  by  our  own  feeble  powers,  but  by 
the  efi*ects  they  are  capable  of  producing,  and^  when  causes 
and  effects  of  this  high  planetary  character  are  under  con- 
sideration, must  reason  of  them  in  relation  to  the  proportion 
in  which  they  stand  to  each  other. 

The  evidences  of  theae  upheavings  of  land  are  common 
in  all  extensive  countries,  especially  those  where  the  in- 
clined rocks  prevail — a  character  common  to  all  the  strata 
below  the  carboniferous  limestone;  and  geologists  have 
availed  themselves  of  this  very  inclined  state  of  the  ber^ 
to  establish  as  it  were  a  chronology  for  the  history  of  all 
mountain  ranges,  showing,  relatively,  the  successive  geo- 
logical periods  at  which  they  have  been  thrust  up.  It  is 
obvious,  if  any  of  the  primary  rocks  are  found  at  great  ele- 
va«ions»  with  other  beds,  superincumbent  as  te  them  in  the 
eolumn,  hanging  in  an  inclined  state  on  their  flanks,  these 
last  having  other  beds  still  newer,  deposited  in  an  undis- 
turbed state  upon  their  sidee,  that  two  geological  epochs  are 
represented  here— the  appearing   of   the  primary   rocks 


through  the  adjacent  stratified  beds,  and  a  sohseqasiit  p»> 
riod  of  repose,  duung  which  a  newer  set  of  rocks  badbmi 
deposited.  Wherever  the  beds  have  been  thus  diilocald, 
it  is  evident  the  upheaving  took  place  subsequeat  to  tkiir 
dcposile,  and  before  the  dcpositc  of  the  undisturbed  rndi 
adjacent  to  them.  This  is  more  accurately  sbova  by  lib 
two  following  diagrams  from  nature.*  In  LeioesterduR, 
England,  (diagram  6,)  the  granite,  d,  6,  andslitr,  cc, 
present  bed»  highly  inclined,  but  on  the  edges  of  thoRbedii, 
new  red  sandstone,  a,  a,  and  lias,  f,  are  found  in  a  boi»- 
xontal  position,  showing  that  these  last  have  been  depool* 
ed  sobKcquent  to  the  upraising  of  the  finit.  In  the  sjtin 
to  which  Mont  Blanc  and  the  western  Alps  belong,  (k 
primary  beds  have  the  oolites,  the  green  aand,  and  ihctci- 
tiaries,  lying  in  a  disturbed  manner  upon  their  flsnU, 
showing  tliai  this  system  of  mountains  was  upraised  dan 
the  tertiaries  were  deposited.  Diagram  No.  7  repretfntii 
section  of  Alpine  beds,  near  the  Col  de  Balme  and  Moii 
Blanc,  where  a,  a,  are  alternate  beds  of  lias  and  oolite,  tb 
equivalents  of  those  horizontal  beds  £,  in  diagram  6;  Mi 
are  beds  of  pudding-stone,  tilted  up  at  a  high  inclinatiai 
with  the  pebbles  lying  vertically,  and  n»t,  as  tbej  wot 
first  deposited,  on  their  long  axes ;  c,  c,  a  col,  or  pai8i|i 
excavated  in  the  soft  slate  of  the  mountains  ;  <f,  (f,  perpcs- 
dicular  plates  of  gronitic  beds,  with  pyramidical  cap^ctl 
ed  aiguilles  or  needles.  The  dotted  lines  maik  the  sap 
posed  originol  prolongation  of  the  beds,  before  the  gniit 
came  up,  on  the  flanas  of  which  they  lie  at  an  inclioadai 
varying  from  65°  to  80°.  Mont  Blanc  is  15,614  fee 
high,  and  the  pyramidal  peaks,  which  time,  and  theil«» 
sions  consequent  upon  their  upraising,  have  worn  intotki 
present  forms,  were  once,  in  part,  many  thousand  fretl* 
neath  the  now  lateral  surface  of  the  stratified  beds  tfc^ 
have  thrown  into  this  high  inclination.  *  These  Mctioa 
show  that  mountainous  chains  may  have  been  upraiisd « 
any  of  the  periods  belonging  to  the  succe^ion  ol  ctnti; 
and  that  each  period  may  have  iis  peculiar  system  of  oiaia- 
tains.  To  a  great  extent,  this  has  been  found  to  be  An 
case,  and  geological  periods  of  elevation  can  be  diit» 
guished,  establishing,  not  chronologies  lielonging  to  ibi 
present  order  of  nature,  but  to  the  great  history  of  suto^ 
ranean  dynamics,  to  which  the  present  varied  form  of  ik 
earth  must  be  referred,  modified,  as  it  has  ofted  been,  bf 
the  action  of  the  waters  invariably  displaced  by  these  ele«fr 
tions.  The  practical  uses  to  be  derived  from  the  dcisikJ 
geological  examination  of  mountains  and  ridges  inA- 
merous.  Where  any  chain  or  series  of  parallel  ridgsi  s 
productive  of  useful  metals,  combustibles,  or  mineral  bodi« 
all  its  parta  may  bo  investigated  with  a  view  to  tnceli 
continuities;  and  by  connecting  distant  points  having  lb 
same  mineral  structure,  depositee  may  be  identified,  kno^ 
in  some  localities  to  be  productive.  The  series  of  AEcs^ 
ny  ridges,  hereafter  to  be  spoken  of,  are  a  proper  field  fa 
the  exercise  of  these  investigations. 

It  is  deserving  a  remark  here,  that  some  geolognis  ii 
Europe,  who  have  bestowed  much  investigation  on  ibia^ 
ject,  have  supposed  that  mountain  chaina  elevated  at  tht 
same  period  of  time  have  a  general  parallelism  in  their  ssf- 
netic  bearing.  It  has  been  already  stated  that  many  of  Ai 
transition  chains  of  Europe  tend  from  northeast  to  bob^ 
west,  which  is  the  general  direction  of  the  seriet  josl  ip 
ken  of.  If  this  conformity  of  bearing  could  be  eiisbliJifA 
it  would  lead  to  speculations  on  the  laws  of  theelevatiBg 
power,  and  perhaps  eveniuslly  open  the  way  to  sn  expi^ 
nation  of  the  principle  upon  which  the  stroctsre  of  anti- 
clinal rocks  depends.  In  this  counwy  our  iovestipiioai 
on  this  subject  must  be  limited  to  the  AlleghiDj  series 
having  noihmg  higher  than  the  coal  measures,  except  thi 
tertiary  beda  of  flat  districts;  the  upheavings  therefwerf 
some  of  those  secondary  chains  which  have  been  deseriUa 
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7  tbtt  «BUiitiit  geobgtit,  filie  de  BommoiK,  m  formiiig 
■It  of  llie  geological  phenomena  of  trana-AUantic  conn* 
iMi»  are  not  exbibited  here.  There  being  no  evidence  of 
Iher  rodu  having  been  depoatttMl  on  the  eaatefn  flanks  of 
be  Aileghantes  since  iheir  upheaving,  a  very  extensive 
loitisn  ef  this  oonlinent  innst  probably  have  iteen  upraised 
efoie  the  ooiitic  system  in  Europe  was  depoaited. 
Many  ciicamsCancea  concur  to  prove  that  some  of  Iheso 
kvatiotts  were  of  a  sudden  and  violent  nature,  the  chains 
ooBiog  up  by  paroxysmal  movements  through  the  superin- 
iNDbeQt  ocean,  and  fracturing  and  contorting  the  strata 
^Qgh  which  they  were  forced.  Thus,  in  Uut  system  of 
Ifvations  which  tncluden  the  Pyfmees,  the  northern  Appc- 
uisf,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  the  cretacoous  beds  are 
Nind  lying  in  the  greatest  disorder  on  the  tops  of  the  high- 
it  mountains,  with  the  tertiary  beds  undisturbed  and 
nriiooial  iti  their  vicinity,  shewing  that  the  movement 
>ak  place  between  the  dcpofsition  of  the  cbaik  and  the 
l^ary.  Every  cubic  foot,  too,  of  mineral  matter  would 
iiplaca  another  of  water.     Here  we  have  a  phenomenon 

•  another  kind,  producing  singular  efiects^  the  evidence 
i  whirJi  is  constantly  before  us :  the  ocean  thrown  out 
'  its  bed,  mighty  -currents  ereated)  the  ruptured  mineral 
atter  broken  into  boulders,  rounded  ufi'  into  peb!>les  and 
iivel,  and  the  wbolb  deposited  in  situations  wheie  their 
htive  specific  gravity  and  the  intensity  of  the  moving 
mer  would  carry  them.     Here  vre  have  the  origin  of  all 

•  conglomerates,  those  indorated  gravels  which  are  found 
^  in  the  tin  minea,  low  down  in  the  primary  rocks, 
OTiBg  the  great  antiquity  of  niMvemeynts  of  this  character, 
iocs  are  derived  the  groat  gravel  beds  in  which  are  found 
Hambed  the  remnins  of  the  ancient  mastodon  and  elc^ 
ksnt,  the  victims  probably  of  the  movement  of  their  period, 
ha  detritus  iu  the  common  snpeificial  soil  of  the  country 

•a  ado)trable  study  fur  tho  young  geob»gist.  The  vast 
•llectiun  of  gravelly  matter  which  is  found  almost  every- 
bare  on  the  surface,  is  lormed  from  the  ruins  of  rocks  of 
iterior  periods,  and  brought  there  by  the  agency  of  water, 
bare  is  an  immimse  collection  of  detritus  of  this  kind  at 

•  city  of  Washington,  and  especially  near  the  margin  of 
a  Potomac,  at  the  western  termination  of  New  York 
•Que,  where  fragments  even  of  tho  fossiliferous  rocks  of  ' 
B  Alleghany  ridges,  togciber  with  every  variety  ofspeci- 
»M  of  the  rocks  constituting  the  Atlantic  primary  chain, 

•  found,  all  of  which  detritus  appears  to  be  consequent 
en  their  elevatory  movenients. 

Id  bringing  together  these  notices  and  views,  the  inton- 
u  has  besn  merely  to  give  a  direction  to  the  investiga- 
M  and  reflections  of  the  student.  In  the  numerous  geo- 
lical  treatises  »hich  have  appeared  of  late  years,  he  will 
d  tlie  most  interesting  details  respecting  all  the  pbenom- 
I  which  have  been  alluded  to.  He  will  there  also  find 
Didant  information  respecting  the  tnetalliferous  rocks, 
d  the  nature  and  direction  of  mineral  veins.  The  subject, 
vever,  is  too  interesting  to  pass  over  without  pointing  to 
ue  pbenomeim  that  will  be  found  extremely  interesting 

those  who  are  turning  their  attention  to  mining  in  tho 
utsd  States,  since  they  constitute  some  of  the  principal 
ides  gf  practical  miners  in  their  operations. 
k  in  worthy -uf  remark  that  iron,  without  the  use  of  which 
in  could  scarcely  have  achieved  his  own  civilization,  is 
\  most  abundant  of  all  the  metals,  and  is' found  more  or 

•  in  all  the  rocks.  In  the  inferior  rocks  it  is  found  in 
IDS  or  immense  fissures  produced  by  diislocaiion,  in  the 
Dpact  ftelailic  state.  Immense  masses  of  this  kind  are 
ind  in  the  State  of  Missouri,*  in  ^w  Jersey,  and  in 
inklin  county,  NevrVork^  These  have  all  evidently  had 
Hrect  subterranean  origin,  whilst  the  hydrates  or  ferrugi- 
Bs  ores  of  the  superior  beds  are  to  be  considered  generally 
oxydes  derived  from  them.     Many  of  the  ferruginous 

•  Report  1835,  psge  9^. 


sand  rocks  were  doubtless  once  in  the  state  of  our  recent 
bog  ores,  just  as  many  oanglomeFates  and  great  rocks  were 
once  in-the  state  of  looae  gravel.  The  compact  metals,  with 
the  exception  of  tho  aulpbureis  of  lead  and  linc,  have  their 
principal  seat  in  the  primary  beds,  either  in  veins  which 
traverse  mineral  masses,  or  dieaeminated  in  thaae  laatw 
Tbeee  veins  may  have  cither  minaral  or  metallic  mntlar,  or 
Itotb,  in  them.  They  are  varfical,  inclined,  and  horizontal, 
often  running  in  parallel  coursea  as  if  they  had  a  oontao»- 
poraneous  origin,  and  tnl«rsecting  each  other  in  aoch  vaiiooa 
waya  aa  to  leave  no  do|^  that  many  of  the  intersected  ooea 
have  been  formed  prior  to  those  by  which  they  are  inter- 
sected. There  is  a  very  biltractive  exhibition  of  this  kind 
at  Fudia,  one  of  the  Western  islandai*  In  diagram  No.  8 
is  a  representation  of  different  kinds  of  mineral  veina  inter- 
secting  the  gneiss,  and  of  the  dblocations  which  have  taken 
place  during  the  injection  of  some  of  theae  volna.  It  will 
be  observed  that  the  striped  lamtne  of  the  gneisa,  produced 
by  the  plates  of  mica,  which  once  were  contiKuooa,  have 
their  continuity  interrupted,  as  if  they  had  been  violently 
separated,  and  one  portion  shifted  higher  up.  Or  depreaaed 
below  the  natural  level.  To  the  left  is  a  vein  of  granito 
intersecting  the  gneiss,  and  itself  interaected  and  shifted  by 
a  vein  of  quarts.  At  the  top  is  another  vein  of  granite  in- 
teracting the  gneiss,  and  again  intersected  by  a^  vein  of 
trap.  It  IS  to  be  inferred  from  these  appearances,  that  the 
veins  of  granite,  and  perhaps  the  trap  vein,  bad  penetrated 
the  gneiss  before  it  had  taken  ita  indurated  atate,  and  that, 
posterior  to  ita  induralion,  a  dislocation  or  ahiHing  took 
place,  ^  occasioning  the  fissure  filled  by  ihe  vein  or  quarts. 
The  dislocations  <^-  strata  occasioned  by  the  exertion  of  aueb 
intense  subterranean  power  frequently  interrupt  Ihe  oper^  ' 
ationa  of  miners,  who,  finding  the  continuity  of  the  heda 
interrupted  by  tha  sinking  or  rising  of  one  portion  of  them, 
have  applied  the  technical  term  fauU  to  them.  Where 
these  occur,  a  mining  district  has  to  be  studied  very  accu* 
rately  in  relation  to  them,  for  it  is  evident  that  no  mining 
operation  upon  a  large  scale  can  be  carried  on  with  proper 
economy,  both  as  to  draionge  and  anangement,  without 
their  extent  and  direction  being  first  known. 

By  studying  the  veniferous  rocks  we  perceive  that  veins 
are  not  only  earthy  or  mineral,  but  metallic  in  their  naturoi 
and  that  some  are  posterior  tp  others.  This  last  fact  haa 
induced  some  persons  to  entertain  the  opinion  that  metals 
are  of  different  ages ;  and  it  is  certainly  true  that  the  rarest 
are  usually  found  amongst  rocks  of  the  highest  antiquity* 
The  interesting  fact  also  has  been  established,  that  the 
most  productive  veins  have  a  general  diraetion  from  eaat 
to  west.  This  is  the  case  with  the  tin  xreina  or  lodes 
in  Cornwall,  as  well  as  thoae  lodes  containing  copper. 
The  veins  which  run  nearly  north  and  south  -are  not  aa 
metallifurous  u  the  others  which  they  intaraect.  M^ny  . 
of  these,  cajled  Jlucan^  in  Cornwall,  are  filled  with  clay. 
Clay  is  sometimes  found  in  the  copper  veins;  and  aa 
other  metallic  veins  which  deviate  from  the  east  and  west 
course  contain  increasing  quantities  of  clay,  and  the  fiucai| 
or  clay,  veins  running  from  north  to  south,  the  evidence 
seems  to  be  strong  that  there  are  different  systems  of  veins» 
the  more  minute  study  of  which  may  hereafter  lead  to  impor- 
tant icsults  respecting  their  general  origin,  and  the  causes 
which  have  modified  their  contents.  The  ancient  Wernerisn 
notion,  that  minerals  and  metals  settled  into  fissures,  from 
aqueous  solutions,  is  now  exploded,  and  the  more  generak 
opinion  that  they  have  been  injected  from  bejow  has  been 
substituted  for  it ;  still  they  preseut  themselves  occasionally 
under  such  circumtftances  as  baffte  our  judgmeiita.  We  do 
not  understand  why  veins  are  sometimes  extremely  dilatedi^ 
then  contracted  into  a  very  small  space,  and  afterwards"  di- 
lated ageio  into  pockets,  resembling  a  number  of  blown 
bladders  connected  liy  a  long  wire.     Another  curious  phe- 
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nomenon  '»,  that  their  oontents  ara  modified  on  entering  a 
diffMrent  rock  ;  they  a»uaUj  have  a  caw  or  shoath  differing 
from  the  mmeral  matter  of  the  rocka  they  are  found  in. 
The  wall*  of  aolpharet  of  lead,  in  paning  through  sand- 
atone,  are  often  formed  of  sulphate  of  barytas,  but,  on  en- 
tering the  limeatone  above,  they  change  to  carbonate  of 
barytaa,  in  balls,  with  a  radiated  diverging  slrocture.     8ul- 
phoret  of  line  is  sometimes  abundant  in  the  upper  part  of 
Tains,  that  lower  down  beeome  rich  in  copper;  and  in  the 
mine  of  Cook's  kitchen,   Cornwall,  after  first  working 
through  tin,  and  then  through  copper,  to  the  depth  of 
aleven  hundred  feet,  tin  is  again  found,  and  worked  to  the 
depth  of  near  tbiiteen  hundred  feet.     The  same  vein,  at 
Dalcoath  mine,  is  sometimes  controcted  to  six  inches,  snd 
sometimes  dilated  to  forty  feet.     Although  it  appears  de- 
roonstrablo  that  the  contents  of  many  metallic  veins  have 
been  injected  from  bel<^w,  it  appears  probable  that  the  con- 
tents of  others  have  been  modified  by  chemico- electric  ac- 
tion, and  that  metals  may  bo  formed  by  processes  anala- 
gous  to  those  upon  which  the  formation  of  saline  crystals 
depends.     Mines  which  havo  been  closed  on  account  of 
inundation,  for  two  centuries,  have,   on  tieing  re-opened, 
exhibited  the  curious  spectacle  of  native  silver  coating 
the  wooden  supports  which  had  been  left  there.     The 
walls  of  veins  and  the  atnioaphere  may  atand  in  the  rela- 
tion of  galvanic  plates  io  each  other,  and  decompose  and  re- 
eompouad  gaseoas  bodies. 

Many  of  the  appaarancee  which  have  been  tlluded  to 
•re  of  constant  oecurreoca  in  the  United  States.     In  the 
auriferous  region  of  th^s  country  the  course  of  the  principal 
.  productive  veins  is  from  northeast  to  southwest. 

Where  metalliferous  vains  abound,  red  earth  is  usually 
found  in  great  abundance*  It  seems  to  have  a  constant 
connexion  with  them.  It  is  very  much  the  case  in  the 
United  StatM,  is  general  in  Mexico  and  in  Brazil.  In 
Bpix'a*  account  of  thia  last  country,  it  is  stated  that  the 
granite  hills,  both  on  the  coost  and  in  the  interior,  are 
<*  covered  by  a  pretty  thick  stratum  of  a  red  ferruginous 
clay.*^  '  The  same  depoeiteof  red  clay  is  found  in  the  lead- 
mining  district  of  this  country,  near  the  surface  of  the  parth. 
Upon  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  the  Misssouri  mines  in 
1884,  I  wis  eifreedingly  struck  with  the  appearances 
whtch  pres^nfed  themselves  in  a  gallery  f  upwards  of  one 
Iwtfdred '  feet'from  the  surfkce,  and  which  was  below  the 
iurfac€r  by  at  JeMt  ninety  feet  of  the  rock  formation.  There 
til^ilfotfd' veins  df  bright  galena  were  Increased  in  a  ihirk 
«rat  pasted'  rtd  tftr^Uaceous  matter,  cutting  with  a  waxy 
•fpect.  In7»i)e  of  the  pockets,  about  forty  feet  from  top  to 
bc4tom,>  aUd'^bout  the  same  width  in  diameter,  the  ca^i^y 
waaillled^ilh  this  red  day,  except  at  the  bottom,  which 
wasocctfpiiad  by  a  large  plate  of  galena,  that  Jisemed  to 
have  aunk  there  by  its  owh  gravity.  Although  some  of 
the  led  soil  of  the  metalliferous  districts  ef  the  Southern 
States  mikj  be  derived  from  the  decomposition  of  frrmgi- 
iKHis  slates  and  rocks,  a  great  jjortion  of  it  may  have  been 
tnrought  to  the  sotfsce  from  situations  analogous  to  tho«e 
where  it  is  found  incasing  the  sul^ihuret  of  lead  in  Mis- 
souri. .  '  ; 
•  In  the  United  States  botKlboi^er  and  \tbn  arrnssociatwl 
with  the  gold,  especially  JhlrlM.  "  In  the  j^alMferous  dis- 
tricts the  lead  ia  found  assooated'witb  dnc,  and  is  usually 
confined  to  the  carboniferous  limeistone.  Some  of  the 
metals,  however,  which  are  usually  found  in  vein",  form 
occasionally  a  constituent  part  of  the  solid  rock  :  thus,  tin 
it  incorporated  with  the  granite  in  England ;  and  the  sul- 
phuret  of  lead  in  Missouri,  at  Minela  Motte,  is  sometimes 
diffiiemtnate^  for  a  great  extent  In  specks  through  the  rock, 
••  though  the  stony  and  metallic  matter  must  necessarily 
have  been  deposited  at  the  same  time  ^  for,  as  I  stated  upon 
a  former  occasion,  if  cither  of  them  were  abstracted,  no 
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principle  of  adheaion  would  he  left  for  the  remsiiimf  «• 
eral.*  Very  little  attention  appears  to  have  heeo  paUn 
this  circumstance,  which,  as  respects  the  origin  of  ro^ 
deserves  some  consideration.  If  such  strata  asthacaib. 
niferous  limestone,  bearing  galena,  were  depoMld  jy 
water,  how  came  the  metal  to  be  so  singulariy  sufpciM 
in  and  intermixed  with  the  stratum,  when,  by  ths  keif 
gravitation,  it  should  be  found  separated  from  Ihspkan- 
ous  matter  1  I  have  seen  in  the  goW  region  of  this  csia- 
try  deceptive  veini ,  which  have  been  the  occaam  bsA^ 
disappointment  and  litigation.  Veins,  apparently  ler 
rich,  have  Suddenly  been  stopped  by  slates  comragiaki* 
low.  Upon  examination,  these  turned  out  to  be  fiat  vei»,  a 
the  overflow  of  true  vems,  as  trap  is  sometimes  kamne 
come  up  vertically,  and  overflow  to  the  right  and  left. 

The  successful  pursuit  of  the  art  of  mining  for  *i 
metals  which  have  now  been  mentioned,  easentially  *■ 
pends  upon  the  application  of  some  scientific  infcfmiiioa 
The  want  of  a  proper  degree  of  icformetion  on  this  nlfrf 
has  occasione*!  hitherto,  in  this  country,  as  it  did  hei**- 
fore  in  olden  mining  countries,  the  rejection  of  msay  fih- 
able^  minerals,  firom  ignorance  of  their  natures,  to  ey 
nothing  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  rude  and  QoakiM 
manner  in  which  the  mines  are  often  worked.  Tbwtei 
instances  in  Cornwall  of  ailver  an*  colieh  havrogbwsltai 
thrown  away  from  a  mine  which,  aince  the  diaconwrf 
their  value,  prodncea  £10,060  steriing  a  year  fWsa*! 
same  ores.  The  mines  of  Missouri  have  been  wpMi 
long  time,  but  It  is  only  recently  that  cobalt  bas  bia^ 
served  there.  Whilst  Corawall  was  esteemed  only  asi* 
country,  the  copper  ores  were  considered  to  spoil  » 
vein,  and  were  used  to  mend  the  roads ;  and  in  Pwtyilfln 
a  public  road  haa  actually  lieen  taken  up,  snd  tmM 
profitably  from  the  rejected  lead  ores  that  had  notbffiii 
familiar  u-e.  It  is  the  cultivation  of  geological  knaeWr 
ihat  has  led  to  so  much  minute  investigation  of  the  »iW» 
of  veins,  and  to  th%t  proper  degree  of  chemical  infiwmfi" 
which  has  redeemed  the  mining  interest  from  the  ">*■** 
agement  of  the  common  miner,  and  introduced  thaie  xrvf 
economical  practices  which  we  only  united  by  seeow  w 

experience. 

An  opihion  once  obtained  that  below  a  given  deplb  w 
vein's  ceased  to  be  productive ;  tin,  from  twenty  Io  aitf 
fathoms  was  supposed  to  lie  most  ahundant,  and  copf* 
from»fortyto  fifty.  This  hasbeeome  a  speculation  of  «• 
importance  to  the  gold  mining  interest  here,  •<'"*J*^* 
mines  having  been  abandoned  because  the  reins  siefliw* 
fiiil  even  at  twenty  fathoms.-  Of  late,  the  mines  in  C*fr 
wall  have  been  worked  at  very  great  depths,  with  * 
best  results,  being  a  few  years  ago  in  the  Botalloch  wm 
in  thttfcountry,  I  found  them  working  in  a  copper  tfiiia 
the  depth  of  950  feet,  which  T  was  informed  *«•  tbfW 
ore  they  had  yet  met  with.  Othera,  such  as  thecas***- 
ted  mihes,  are  Vrorked  in  England  at  a  depth  of  mow  *i 
1,«()0  feet;  and  one  of  the  continental  mines,  the  W« 
Puhl  copper  mine,  in  Tyrol,  at  a  dkpth  of  neer  '.SOOft* 
Reasoning  from  analogy,  it  would  seem  s  hasiy  r^^J^JS 
after"  expending  a  capital  In  miriing  machinerr,  to  •!»»« 
liefore  a  depth  of  at  least  500  feet  had  been  inwslifrtii 
Tf  the  mineralogical  strurlure  of  the  mines  was  totally  doW" 
oht  from  that  of  the  older  mines,  there  would  he  P*** 
grounds  for  apprehension,  working  in  the  ^■<*^^J?j 
known  state  of  things,  but  the  analogirsl  strurtoftw  * 
metalliferous  rocks  in  both  hemispheres  holds  out  ••«y" 
courageme'nt  to  the  mining  interest  In  this:  tW  T«ist** 
found  in  the  same  kind  of  rocks,  and  have  neaily  ^^ffj 
magnetic  direction.  In  the  goM  countrite  the  ■*•* 
veins  is  ojiually  quartz,  bearing  visible  native  geW,  W"^ 
socialed  with  iron,  as  well  as  gold  In  a  mineraKied  stttPt  *• 
that  and   the  quartz  when  ihvisiWe.     In  the  goM  •»  * 
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Uiiilad  StelM,  th«M  t^ins  are  eoaily  diilingQiflhad,  conmt- 
Dg  tt  extended  Kims  of  white  quarts  running  on  the  sor^ 
■oe  in  m  direction  from  N.  N.  E.  to  8.  8..  W.,  end  fre* 
loantly  with  sn  simoet  Yertieal  incKnetioti.  -  Iivthe  great 
mfnpbical  extent  of  that  region  here,  rainy  portions  of 
prhich  SIS  yet  nnezplored,  there  nay  be  rich  depotitesdDo»>- 
sined  in  mineral  uMSfes  of  a  diffsrent  character,  as  it 
he  essB  in  Brazil,  upon  the  Gongo  8ooo  estate,  of  whidi 
I  brief  description  may  be  uaeful.  >   -^ 

The  gold  in  this  locality  has  been  occaiibnally  so  aboBr 
iaat,  that  140  ponndf  have  ben  extracted  in  one  dayt 
Phe  bed  in  which  the  gold  is  found  is  called  joeofin^  in 
he  country,  and  rests  upon  a  fenrnginoos  faloose  slate  re* 
loaiblrng  that  of  Taiious  Jocalilies  in  Virginia.  The  jaoo- 
ings  ifeMlf  consists  of  qnartt  and  micaceous  iron,  and  the 
vbole  mass  is  in  a  some«vhiit  soft  state  of  decomposition, 
t  has  a  diraclion  from  east  to'  west,  end  ie  of  a  variable 
biekness,  with  a  limited  extent.  Towards  the  centre  of 
bis  bed,  a  snbordlnate  i)ed  or  vein  tsfonnd,  of  a  brownish- 
ikck  color,  of  a  softer  qnaliry  than  the  general  bed,  and 
Bsn  or  less  distinct  from  it.  ft  is  from  three  to  six  feet 
n  thickness,  and  consists  of  layers  of  manganeee  from  thin 
ines  lo  two  or  three  inches  in  thieknes^  with  talc  and  hron 
dince  in  irregular  strings  and  nests.  It  ia  in  these  dark- 
niored  byers  of  mangaoese  jhat  the  rich  strings  and 
Nmebes  of  native  gold  are  found,  which  is  also  invisibly 
Bwemi  Dated  among  the  layers. 

M^n  the  attviferoos  region  of  this  countiry  shall  have 
Mn  mors  generally  examined,  other  associate  metals  may 
m^hif  be  diseovered.  In  the  Ural,  platinum  has  been 
Aundsntiy  found,  but  more  generally  on  the  western  or 
Boropean  side ;  tho  gold  washings  on  the  Asiatic  side  giv* 
Rg  eompsralively  a  small  quantity  of  pistinum.  Baron 
Rombeldt  also  states  that  the  Call  chain  of  the  Cordilleras, 
n  donth  America,  separates  the  gold-bearing  sands  of  the 
intern  declivity  of  Popayan  from  the  sands  of  the  isthmus 
rf  the  Raspadora  of  Choco,  which  are  rich  in  pistinum  as 
^H  as  gold.  These  analogies  are  interesting  to  this  coun- 
ty. Engelhardt  remarked,  when  in  Russia,  that  the  ssnds 
tf  soirie  of  the  platinum  mines  resembled  thoee  Braiilian 
•ods  in  which  diamonds  were  found.  Humboldt  subse- 
iQently  perceived  the  same  resemblance;  and  in  conse- 
foence  oi  his  snggestionii,  a  search  was  made,  and  very 
me  diamonds  diirovered :  so  that  the  Ural  mountains, 
vkich  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  portions  of  the  gold 
*pon  of  the  United  States,  produce  gold,  niter,  platinum, 
nd  diamonds.  * 

The  carboniferous  Ihnestones  are  the  next  metallic  depo- 
itories,  both  in  Europe  and  the  United  9tates,  of  which 
ome  account  was  given  in  my  report  of  last  year ;  and  as 

-^A  lata  pap^  by  Sir  Dsvkl  Biewster,  In  tlie  Transaotliins  of  the 

fei•olQ|1eal  Society  uf  London,  vol.  3,  part  8,  on  "  the  struciure  au4  ori* 
01  (he  diaaiooa,"  l>rought  lo  my  recolleaioa  a  note  which  Proreasor 
Rio  sent  roe  some  years  ago,  of  which  the  fbllowing  ts  a  tr^nsla* 

**  I  W4I  ihnwn,  towards  the  end  of  1822,  two  small  diamomls,  which 
f9Te  Slated  to  be  brought  frDtn  the  envlmns  of  Sulteppque;  ihai  is  not 
jKily  their  locality,  but  it  is  upon  that  route.  In  trutti,  D.  TIncsnte 
mirrero  fauad  \m  the  Sierm  MaUre,  in  the  aouth  of  Mexico^  Upon  a 
eight  of  land  dbtant  a  day  anti  a  half  from  Tolela  del  Rio,  in  do- 
eeDilln;  by  CornnMla,  some  seodes,  with  amethyst  and  rock  crystal 
■  Ihair  Interior.  These  eeodcs  were  smallest  tpwardsihe  swface,  and 
P*j  became  larger  in  dijuing  desper  down.  On  brealcing  these 
Sades,  truo  ncimieJral  and  diHlecnhednil  diamonds  were  fuund  in 
>nie  of  them,  reaerebHng  those  of  India  and  Bracil.  I  am  not  too 
fsiuloiiB,  but  I  have  been  aosursd  of  the  tact  liy  persons  who  deserve 
3  be  confided  Iti.  This  unexpected  tiiauner  ofiiudUig  diaiuoAds  be- 
omesthe  more  remarkable,  becattse  the  reodes  are  not  found  dfas^^m- 
>Mfd  In  the  loose  soil,  bol  are  imbedded  in  a  hard  and  stony  mass, 
Mdering  it  neceasary  to  get  them  out  with  pickaxea  and  crowbars.'' 

Mr.  Del  Kio  suLieetiuenily  iuformcd  ine  that  General  Guerrero  had 
^IBwally  confirmed  this  aceovnl  to  him,  aikllnc,  that  the  xeodrs  con- 
wisff  the  laecloiis  sisart  ratUed  when  shook ;  cait  he  had  never  been 
Qb  to  aaceruio,  frooi  any  quarter,  the  gAologicat  cliaracier  of  the 
jM  containing  the  geodet.  T\\e  late  Dr.  Vdyjey  states  the  matrix  of 
Bs  dtaaioads  la  aiiitheTn  laSfa  to  be  a  sandstone  braccia,  of  the  clay 
wa  fonnaUoa*  which  may  be  ths  case  with  this  Mexican  locality.  I 
»▼«  frequently  written  to  Mexico  without  oUtniuing  any  saiidfartion 
0  iMt  subject. 


it  wiH  occur  to  me  in  another  part  of  thia  report  to  speak 
of  the  coal  measures  of  the  United  Statee,  with  their  asso 
ciates,  aalt  and  ,iron,  I  ahatl  pass  on  to  a  brief  review  of 
the  organic  remains  found  in  the  bsds  which  havs  been 
enunaeratcd— a  subject  of  tbo  highest  moment,  replete  with 
phenontena  which  servo  to  prove  that  the  succession  id 
strata  prodsesd  by  such  various  and  wide  -spread  conmi- 
sions  as  would  seem  to  belong  to  the  chaotic  energies  of  a 
system  of  deetruction,  are  the  progreasive  steps  of  a  most 
a&igolarly  beautiful  plan  of  creation,  in  the  study  of  which 
we  inay  not  only  advance  our  peraonal  intereats,  bat  a»> 
quire  for  ourselves  an  elevation  of  mind  stitt  more  valuable. 

An  opinion  formerly  obtasnod  theft  there  was  a  point  in 
the  ascending  eeries  of  rocks  at  which  the  evideuoes  of  a 
oommoncement  of  otfgaoie  Ibnne  was  lo  be  found,  the  earth 
passing,  by  transitioo  as  it  wsre,  firom  an  inorganic  to  an  op- 
ganic  state.  This  appears  to  ha va  been  conjectural.  It  is 
true,  oalcaraous  matter,  so  eesential  lo  organisation,  is  com- 
paratifely  ecarce  in  the  primordial  rocks,  and  only  begins 
to  sbound  where  orgaitic  life  appears.  The  high  temprra- 
lure  of  the  planet  before  the  deposition  of  tho  etratified 
rocks,  would  preclude,  perhaps,  the  possibility  |of  organic 
•listenoe,  and  wo  may,  therefore,  natumlly  axpeet  to  ftml 
the  evidence  of  it  Hint  in  beda  deposited  from  water,  whese 
the  temperature,  though  high,  would  bo  tolerable,  and 
where  the  means  of  eelf-preservation  and  perpetuity  of 
kinds  wouM  not  be  wanting ;  but  it  Is  no  longer  pretended 
that  the  first  rudiments  of  organisation  have  Imou  obnerved^ 
or  even  that  we  know  what  they  were.  There  are  ohserva* 
tione,  however,  of  importance  to  be  made  on  Ihia  eubject 
in  the  early  perieds  of  stratiflcation.  If  peimanHal  rocks 
of  the  ssme  kind,  separated  by  the  grsolest  geogrsphioat 
distances,  have  the  aame  speciee  of  rrystalliMd  minetnlB 
imbedded  in  them,  wa  siso  And  xvrgame  affinitiee  very  gem- 
oral  in  the  older  etratified  roeke,  from  whence  the  inference 
may  he  drawn  that  the  infkiencee  prcTailing  at  these  two 
periods,  though  distinct,  were  general  to  the  •  pisnst  At 
kn  older  period  of  the  history  of  the  planet,  we  do  not  find 
this  to  be  the  case :  the  increase  of  genera  and  speeirs 
soeme  Co  mark  great  changes  in  the  tempemtore,  ae  well  aa 
in  the  surface  of  the  crust  of  the  earth,  es  it  gradually 
emerged  firom  the  water,  and  approached  moro  to  the  pre*- 
sent  order  of  nature.  Although  we  cannot  say  that  w6 
have  any  evidence  m  the  rocks  of  the  germs  of  organisa* 
Hon,  yet  the  fossils  of  the  first  great  transithm  groop,  as  it 
has  l)een  called,  appear  to  be  the  types  of  what  have  suc*- 
ceeded  to  them.  The  Crustacea  of  that  period  naturally 
iiil  into  the  class  of  their  order  which  be*  been  esliAlished 
fVom  recent  genera,  Si)  well  aa  the  prodigous  abundanes  of 
madrepores  and  corallines,  whose  struccurss  tn  those  an^ 
cient  geological  times  were  apparemly  reared  with  the  eame 
instinetiee  designs,  and  principally  by  the  same  genera  df 
wbieb  we  have  evidence  in  the  reefs  of  eastern  FolynesiBt 

The  etinoiHta  also,  or  encriniteej  now  nearly  axtinci,  ars 
abundant.  Tn  these  ancient  ttmee  this  famny,  as  if  lees 
exposed  to  destruction  from  the  existing  state  of  organita* 
lion  in  the  tlien  seas,  had  tlieir  soft  psHs  but  slightly  pf  o- 
tected,  whilst  in  the  succeeding  formattons  in  the  older 
groups,  where  the  predacious  rlasses  increase  in  numlier, 
they  ore  much  belter  secured.  The  sole  species  now  exist- 
ing, the  pentscrlnlie,  agrees  with  these  last  in  its  more 
perfect  osseous  struciure,  which  still  seems  to  have  been 
insufficient  to  protect  the  family. 

The  beds  of  this  group  also  contain  fine  specimens  of 
another  family  winch  appears  to  have  become  cstincl  at  an 
early  penod  of  the  secondary  rocks.  These  belong  to  the 
genus  oHhdteraf  a  long,  «traighl  fossil,  consisting  of  various 
chambers,  with  a  siphon  or  tttlve,  by  the  aid  of  which  the 
cephalopbdeus  animal  is  supposed  to  have  been  able  to  pass 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  ths  sea  at  its  pleasure ;  resem^- 
bling  in  this  the  ammonite,  another  concamerated  shel^, 
not  atraigl|t  but  spiral  in  its  form,  and  which,  with  other 
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concaRieratod  shellx,  is  fuund  in  the  limestones  of  this 
lower  group. 

The  triiobite^  a  singular  marine  crustaoeous  animal,  is 
a  fossil  almost  pecnliar  to  the  period  of  this  group,  since  it 
appears  to  have  become  extinct  in  the  early  part  of  the  de- 
position of  secondary  rocks.  Some  oi  the  tower  slates  are 
covered  with  their  impreasions,  showing  that  the  same 
species  lived  and  died  in  the  same  localities.  A  great  va- 
riety of  forme  belong  to  this  family,  and  new  genera  are 
eoiutantly  being  discovered ;  perhaps  some  of  them,  as  the 
agiiostus  pisiformis,  may  be  the  young  of  another  kind,  be- 
fore the  change  of  form.  Some  of  the  species  are  found 
identically  diffused  in  very  distant  parts  of  the  earth. 

The  bivalves  of  this  group  consist  of  a  very  pre|K>Bd- 
erating  number  of  the  braohiopode  family,  the  producta, 
spirtfera,  and  terebratula.  The  iosstiiferoua  beds  of  this 
group  are  generally,  in  aU  parts  of  the  world,  character- 
ised by  these  shells,  and  sometimes  almost  entirely  con- 
sist of  them.  The  spirifera' receive  their  name  from  one 
kind  having  a  spiral  structure  inside,  which  is  calcareous 
in  calcareous  fossils,  and  siliceous  where,  as  frequently 
happens  in  the  cslcareous  beds  of  the  United  States,  the 
fossils  are  entirely  siliceous.  The  producta  appear  to  have 
become  extinct  before  (ho  deposition  of  the  oolitic  system, 
and  the  spirifera  only  to  have  been  coAtinued  into  the 
first  beds  of  that  series.  The  terebratula  have  survived 
them  both,  and  exist  now  as  recent  shells.  Tbeeariiiro, 
likewise,  having  a  strong  reeeubiance  to  existing  shells, 
aie  oooiemporaneous  with  the  last 

AU  these  families  of  marine  foasil  remains  are  found  in 
this  lower  group  in  the  United  States.  In  the  lower  fime* 
stones  of  the  Shenandoah  valley,  in  Rockingham  county, 
both  triiobiles  and  ammonites  are  found.  Near  Kingsport, 
in  Tennessee,  orthocera  abound  in  the  same  formation,  as 
well  as  other  spiral  concamerated  shells.  At  Trenton  falls, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  fine  specimens  of  trilobites  are 
collected.     A  great  number  of  localities  might  be  added. 

Mr.  Agassis,  in  his  work,*  gives  admirable  figures  of 
the  fossil  fish  found  in  ibis  group.  In  this  nemarkable 
production,  the  author  has  begun  to  throw  light  from  an« 
other  source  upon  the  history  of  (he  ancient  ocean,  which 
harmonises  with  every  other  branch  of  organic  existence. 
Of  the  four  orders  of  fish  established  by  him,  the  two  first, 
plaoHdiana  and  ganoUUans^  exclusively  occupy  the  groups 
below  the  chalk.  It  appears  that  the  verlehrated  animals 
oi.  the  waters  of  that  period  belonged  altogether  to  a  class 
which  constitutes  a  very  small  portion  «f  the  existing  ones* 
The  fisbe:!  of  this  period,  all  of  which  preceded  the 
sauriaos,  •  show  an  approximation  to  ibeir  structure,  as  if 
nature  was  preparing  for  them.  Those  long  pointed  sub- 
stances called  ichthyodoruUtes,  which  ere  also  found  in 
the  lowest  parts  of  tbia  group,  Mr*  AgaMis  considers  to 
have  belonged  to  a  large  sbafk-like  fish.  Thb  ancient 
period,  therefore,  instead  of  being  almost  devoid  of  Ufe, 
appears  to  have  possessed  the  types  of  a  great  portion  oi 
the  diflereiit  orders  of  marine  animals  now  existing,  the 
individuals  of  whid)  were  all  perfect  in  their  structnro  for 
the  ends  they  were  intended  (o  accompiish,  and  bad  a 
sufficient  analogy  to  what  exists  at  present,  to  warrant  the 
opinion  thst  they  were  amongst  the  steps  of  a  general  plan 
of  progression,  accommodated  entirely,  to  the  then  existing 
state  of  the  surface  of  the  planet,  and  only  preceding 
others,  which  further  changes  in  the  surface  would  call 
into  existence. 

Nor  was  this  group,  which  includes  all  the  anthracite 
beds,  without  its  proportion  of  dry  land,  as  we  find  from 
tiie  vegeuble  lenisios  accompanying  that  carboniferous  d»- 
posite,  and  which  have  a  common  character  both  in  North 
Americ4  and  Ireland.  The  cym'asf orer,  or  horse-tail  tribe, 
not  of  the  limited  height  of  recent  plants  of  this  family, 
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three  or  four  feet  high,  but  many  of  them  efoalliDgliMia 
trees  in  sixe.  A  prepondeiating  oumbcr  of /lieo^  srila 
fern  tribe,  both  herbaoeoua  and  arhoceaoent*  The  hfof^ 
diacet^  or  club-moas  tribe,  Ihare  also  attained  a  ne  eqail 
to  existing  fofnst  trees,  whilst  their  puny  leceat  lepicKot- 
ativea  are  seen  creeping^  as  it  were,  in  a  noss-Ukc  fora, 
not  more  than  two  or  three  feet  long,  over  the  beds  iviifle 
their  gigantic  predecessors  are  entombed.  All  these  phots 
are  closely  allied  to  the  ferns  and  fornlike  plsnto  ekich 
grow  in  such  luxuriance  in  the  hot  and  moist  dtnatisBi  of 
tropical  climates,  especially  in  small  insular  kicalitifa,  ad 
which  are  never '  found  out  of  the  tropics.  Then  at 
amongst  the  first  and  deeided  evidences  we  have  tkM  its 
.climate  in  thoee  remote  timea  must  havebeeaofaeiih 
stent  high  temperature,  for  exceeding  any  thing  kaovato 
the  present  order  of  nature,  and  equally  hniud,  for  tbas 
immense  planla  of  a  tropical  growth,  which,  alfiO,aiik 
occaaional  palms,  form  the  great  maas  of  the  foNil  phM 
of  the  bituminous  coal  measures,  are  found  inifiBai 
stote  in  very  high  northern  Istitudes,  and  under  dicnn* 
stances  which  prove  that  they  grew  there.  Goaifrmi 
plants  also  have  been  found,  showing  that  (be  Um  ttgm 
bad  their  elevated  C4>untries,  like  the  tr^fJiCBl  regieaid 
our  own  tines. 

Taking  fossils  for  jOur  guide,  the  carboniferous  UineitMi^ 
millstone  grit  and  shale,  and  the  bituminous  coal 
may  be  viewed  as  the  upper  part  of  the  group 
been  considered,  on  account  of  the  strong  gsnerie 
blanceaof  their  organic  remains ;  for  although  the  trilote 
the  producta,  and  some  other  genera  become  less  absaduli 
there  is  a  surprisiog  increase  of  the  xoophytes  and  lafon^ 
many  of  the  beds  being  entirely  composed  of  conk  lol 
encrinites.  The  environs  of  Nashville,  in  Teoome^ 
where  the  genus  astecias  has  been  founds  the  rocki«(lh 
falls  of  the  Ohio  at  Louisville,  and  the  shore  of  the 
sissippi  between  Herculaneum  and  St.  Louis,  are 
the  riichest  localities  for  foesila  of  the  carboniferow  liai- 
stone. 

Looking,  therefore,  at  the  whole  of  the  lossilifiBroails^ 
hitherto  considered,  the  student  of  ancient  nature  caa  be* 
contemplate  a  spectacle  of  the  most  surprisiog  chancier 
and  of  which  no  pursuit  but  geology  eould  lead  to  tbeii*' 
closure.  He  sees  the  types  of  much  of  what  existiiDi^ 
present  order  of  nature  in  the  rocks  thai  bear  tbe  fiitf  t^ 
dences  of  organisation,  and  inforring  from  the  reaeiBUiow 
what  tbeir  probable  habits  were,  he  can,  with  the  aid 
contingent  observations,  decide  upon  reasonsbls  ffwait. 
where  wore  the  deep  and  where  were  the  shallow  piaeeitf 
these  now  petrified  oceans.  Turning  to  the  laod,  be  lea 
the  proofs  of  a  luxuriance  of  vegetation  unequalled  by  iOf 
thing  in  modern  nature,  yet  in  strict  harmony  withnatani 
principles:  still  the  evidences  of  tevrestrial  aaioialsfai 
whose  use  pleilts  are  supposed  to  grow,  are  wsntiogiM 
he  is  satisfied  to  Itelieve  they  might  then  not  bare  ben 
called  into  existence,  and  that  an  extent  of  Tcgttilik 
growth,  of  which  we  cannot  form  an  adequate  concepQtfi 
was  intended  aolely  for  the  accumulation  of  thow  cartas- 
ized  depositee  without  which  our  own  race  nnist  ever  brc 
remained  in  the  most  rude  and  comfortless  state. 

The  next  great  group  of  organised  bodiea  may  been- 
isidered  as  extending  to  the  tertiary,  and  is,  as  bu  bf^ 
been  remarked,  with  some  exceptions,  deficient  ia  thelM* 
ted  States,  but  in  Europe  it  discloses  organised  biW^* 
character  that  alinoit  pUces  them  in  the  regions  of  roaiiA0>' 
Although  some  changes  are  observed,  the  general  pra|iV' 
aion  is  going  steadily  on.  The  belemnites  take  the  i^ 
of  orthocera,  to  which  they  aro  akin  in  stnictore;  8BV0>- 
ite-s  begin  to  appear  in  great  abundance,  especialiyiB  ^ 
oolitic  system,  the  floors  of  some  of  the  hods  oftb*^ 
and  Oxford  day  being  sometimes  found  studded  ei* 
them,  furnishing  a  certain  key  to  the  ideotificttion  ■ 
rocks.  Trilobites  give  place  to  other  cruitacea,  the  artica% 
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or  ra]Nr(>ieiitatiTe  ol  the  recent  eraj  fish.  The  Ashee  are 
eontinued  in  thi«  group  belonging  to  the  same  orders  as 
iJia  last,  but  the  sfiecies  of  the  successive  formations  are 
ilwajs  distinct.  The  saurian  reptiles  now  1>egin  to  appear. 
The  nuNiiior  is  found  before  the  deposition  of  the  oolitic 
leries,  together  with  vnrious  saurians  in  the  beds  which 
preeeds  the  lias.  Hvre  we  find  an  astonishing  quan- 
litj  of  these  voracious  animals,  allied  lo  those  crocodi< 
MD  reptiles  which  frequent  the  hays,  the  estuaries, 
Lod  the  rivers  of  our  own  southern  latitude.  Various 
ipecies  of  the  ieJuhyosauru*,  some  individuals  of  which 
uve  jaws  near  nine  feet  in  ledgth,  with  strong  paddles 
4>  eoable  them  to  go  through  the  waters.  This  ani- 
dA  U)  the  vertebra  of  a  fish,  uuites  the  head  of  a  liz- 
ird  and  the  powerful  teeth  of  a  crocodile.  The  pUsiotau^ 
m  is  another  monster,  with  the  head  of  a  lizard  and  a 
ingalarty  long  neck,  which  at  one  time  it  was  sup|A>sed 

0  carry  after  the  manner  of  a  swan  in  the  shallow  waters 
lear  the  shore,  but  which  it  perhaps  projected  in  the  water 
alher  sfter  the  manner  of  a  serpent.  This  animal  also 
isa  paddies.  But  the  most  curious,  because  we  have 
lothing  which  resembles  them  nearer  tlian  the  vampire 
at,  is  the  picrodaeljfliu^  a  saurian  animal,  with  extended 
nembranaceoui  wings;  this  is  the  first  decided  case  of  an 
srial  animal,  and,  hke  the  rest,  was  undoubtedly  of  the 
oracious  kind.  ~The  ^mailer  skeletons  of  these  animals  are 
sually  found  in  the  lias,  much  flattened  from  the  great  pres- 
ore  upon  them,  but  often  entire,  with  even  the  fasces  in  the 
isceral  region,  as  if  they  had  been  surprised  by  a  violent  and 
odden  death  from  some  extraordinary  convulsion  which 
lad  happened,  and  in  ^e  consequent  results  of  which  their 
inuuQs  had  been  immedu\tely  enveloped  and  preserved, 
lie  faces,  or  ooprolites,  as  they  ane  now  termed,  have 
Mn  anajyxed,  and  their  true  character  ascertained.  In 
H>st  of  them,  the  scales  of  fish  are  found,  and  in  some  the 
ndigested  remains  of  the  young  of  their  own  kind.  Not- 
rilhsianding  the  immense  period  of  time  they  have  been 
Dtombed,  some  of  the  teeth  and  bones  of  these  animals 
ave  yielded  about  50  per  cent,  of  phosphate  of  lime.  A 
real  numbor  of  species  of  these  saurians  occur,  besides 
Iber  genera  which  are  not  mentioned  here.  The  saurian 
imains  of  the  United  States  have  been  hitherto  fragmen- 
iry,  and  belong  to  the  subcretaceous  beds.  This  group 
'  also  further  remarkable  for  having  produced  the  first  un- 
oestionable  remains  of  terrestial  mammalia,  in  the  didel- 
boid  quadruped,  as  it  is  usually  termed,  an  extinct  spe- 
cs of  opossum,  first  found  in  the  slaty  oolitic  beds  of 
lonesfield,  in  Oxfordshire,  lying  beneath  the  cornbrash. 
ome  doubt  was  formerly  expressed  on  this  subject,  but 
le  multiplication  uf  specimens  of  late,  many  of  them  in 
)od  preservation^  have  decided  the  question. 

The  wealden  group  is  too  remarkable  to  pass  over.  It 
insists  of  a  series  of  strata  of  limestone,  sands,  and  clay, 
^posited  from  fresh  water,  enclosed  os  it  were  between 
rmations  of  marine  orgin.  The  fossil  shells  found  in  it 
e  analogous  to  the  shells  now  living  m  fresh  water,  such 

1  cycles,  unio,  paludina,  and  melauia,  with  the  exception 
'  some  that  can  live  in  brackish  waters.  In  the  Purbeck 
ds  a  stratum  of  oyster  shells  occurs  in  the  midst  of  a 
tries  of  other  strata,  some  exclusively  containing  fresh- 
ater  shells,  and  others  a  mixture  of  both  freah-water  and 
larine.  These  beds  are  not  only  extremely  intereettng  on 
rcount  of  the  very  rare  nature  of  some  of  thei^  organic  re- 
tains, which  form  the  greatest  ornaments  of  geological 
ibinets,  but  on  account  of  the  illustration  they  furnish  of 
IS  changes  of  level  to  which  strata  have  sometimes  been 
Tced  by  geological  movements,  as  well  of  the  fact  that 
ich  stratum  has  in  its  turn  been  the  bottom  of  the  waterai, 
bother  marine  or  fresh.  In  the  Isle  of  Portland,  a  small 
^ngue  of  land  which  projects  into  the  English  channel, 
i*i  Wey month,  a  fine  building  stone  is  quarried,  which  is 
'  undoubted  maiine  origio,  and  of  course  was  once  the 


bottom  of  the  sea.     We  have  the  perfect  evidence  of  this 
ancient  floor  of  the  ocean  having  been  uplifted  beyond  its 
level,  in  another  bed,  superincumbent  to  the  marine  one 
below,  containing  the  remains  of  an  ancient  forest  of  cy- 
cadesB.     The  stratum  in  which  this  forest  grew,  extends 
through  a  considerable  area  in  England,  and  has  been  re- 
cognised on  the  opposite  French  coast.     The  trees,  now 
siiicified,  arc  in  many  instances  buried  in  a  black  earth,  in 
which  they  grew,  which  is  about  %  foot  thick,  and  is  called 
by  the  quarry-uum   <<  dirt-bed."    Some  of  the  trnnks  of 
the  trees  are  thirty  feet  long,  and  have  a  diameter  of  three 
or  four  feet.     Stumps,  alao,  from  one  to  three  feet  long, 
separated  by  the  usual  distance  at  which  forest  trees  grow^ 
are  there  in  abundance,  with  their  roots  ctrock  into  the 
black  dirt ;  these  stumps  are  olso  siiicified.     At  Ludworth 
cove  (see  diagram  No.  9)  these  bed*  are  ai  an  inclination 
o(  about  45  degrees.     The  thickness  of  this  bed  of  bbtek 
eaith  furnishes  some  measure,  though  of  an  indefinite  kind, 
of  its  duration,  since  it  must  be  considered  as  an  acrumu- 
Ifttion  of  vegetable  matter  formed  subsequent  to  its  eleYa- 
tion  from  the  sea.    Granting  to  the  forest  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  entire  duration  of  our  own  chronology,  they 
do  not  show  evidences  of  having  accumulated  vegetable 
matter  to  that  extent,  and  allowing  for  the  luxuriance  of 
vegetation  consequent  upon  the  ancient  climate,  a  very 
long  period  may  at  least  be  conceded  for  its  accumulation. 
But  the  terrestrial  level  of  this  bed  was  again  changed,  and 
a  basin-like  form  given  to  it,  for  the  oollection  of  fresh 
waters,  which  at  various  periods  have  deposited  lacustrine 
sedimeuts,  1,000  feet  thick,  including  the  whole  wealden 
group.     During  the  existence  of  this  lake,  a  new  race  of 
monstrous  reptiles  appears— ^the  iguftnodon,  which,  from 
the  organic  remains  collected,  appears  to  have  abounded 
there.     Mr.  Mantell,  the  discoverer  of  this  fossil  animal^ 
has  named  it  thus  from  its  analogy  to  the  recent  iguana, 
which  is  an  omnivorous  animal,  and,  from  various  fosail 
bones  he  possesses,  has  made  a  comparative  properiional 
estimate  o(  the  probable  size  of  the  individuals  of  some  gen- 
era of  which  they  formed  a  part,  and  it  has  resulted  that 
thej^  were  seventy  feet  long  from  the  snout  to  the  end  of 
the  tail,  were  near  fifteen  feet  in  circumfereBce,  and  that 
the  tail  was  upwards  of  fifty-two  feet  long.     Besides  this 
animal,  the  megalosauius,  with  moce.  than  one  species  of 
crocodile,  and  various  fresh-water  fish,  were  inhabitants  oi 
the  waters.     The  generations  of  these  animals  wero,  how- 
ever, to  cease,  for  we  find  these  fresh- water  strata  chang- 
ing their  character  and  becoming  the  floor  oi  the  ocean,  the 
whole  cretaceous  group,  of  marine  orgin,  and  about  1,000 
feet  thick,  being  deposited  upon  them.     This  was  proba- 
bly produced  by  a  reaction  of  the  cause  which  first  eleva- 
ted the  whole  area,  and  afterwards  depressed  it  so  as  to 
give  the  ocean  once  more  dominion  over  jL     The  wcaldea 
group,  a  great  |iart  of  which  is  in  our  day  a  (lortion  of  tba 
earth*B  surface,  furnishes  most  instructive  proofs  of  the 
changes  of  level  to  which  the  land  was  subject  in  ancient 
times.     In  these  particular  instances,  they  seem  to  have 
been  accompanied  by  no  violence,  and  no  evidences  of 
great  abrasion  being  present,  the  movement  would  seem 
to  have  been  a  quiet  vertical  one,  upland  down;  for  tha 
high  inclination  of  the  beds  at  Lulworth  cove  appear*  to 
belong  Ui  another  movement,  which  took  place  aubseqqent 
to  the  deposition  of  the  chalk,'  and  which  threw  ibo  thiofc 
beds  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  upon  their  edges,  in  the  manner 
that  the  oolitic  beds  of  the  Alpine  chain  are  repreaented  in 
diagram  No.  7.     In  the  cretaceous  group,  most  of  the  or- 
ganic remains  are  marine;   marine  plants,   corals,   and 
sponges  abound.     New  genera  of  fish  are  found  in  tba 
chalk,  with  the  mososaurus  and  turtles.      Some  ofMha 
chalk  fossils  are  extremely  beautiful. 

In  regard  to  the  vegetation  of  this  secondary  period,  a 
change  is  perceived  even  in  the  new  red  sandatone  groop» 
The  cryptogamoua  plants  of  the  ancient  period  become  leaa 
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»omeroo«  And  of  dimtniBhed  *hM,  w  if  the  temperatitre  t1- 
ready  was  abatuig,  wbiht  th«  conif^rona  or  fir  tribe  be^ns 
tUetinctl;  to  appear.  In  the  beds  of  the  oolitic  and  ohalk 
formations,  this  last  constitutes  a  very  lar^  portion  of  the 
tegetation.  Of  the  cyeailes,  several  species  of  camia  oc« 
CQf  amongst  the  imperfect  coal  seems  of  the  lower  series, 
and  constitute  a  forest,  as  has  been  before  shown  in  the 
wealden  group. 

The  tertiary  order  eTtends,  in  a  surprising  manner,  the 
progrrasise  advance  towards  the  present  order  of  nature,  as 
has  before  been  noticed  in  the  remarks  on  Mr.  Lyell's  ar- 
rangeoieiit-;  change)*  of  level  appear  to  have  beeti  frequent, 
marine  and  fresh>water  lieda  alternating.  Lacustrine  re- 
mains increase,  and  show  that  dry  land  and  fresh-water 
streams  were  slving  a  new  character  lo  the  earth.  In  the 
lowest  part  of  the  group  we  have  the  first  evidence  of  va- 
rieties of  terrestial  mammarn,  the  bones  of  palosotherea,  and 
other  genera,  imbedded  in  gypseous  matter,  apparently  de- 
rived from  springs  charged  with  sulphate  of  lime. 

It  was  the  admirable  memoir  of  Cuvier  and  Brogniart, 
of  181 1,  unequalled  in  interest  by  any  work  except  Buck- 
hnd's  account  of  the  Cave  of  Kirkdate,  which  announced 
the  discovery  of  these  extinct  quadrupeds  in  what  has  been 
called  tiie  Basin  of  Paris,  that  first  drevr  public  attention 
to  the  importance  of  toologieal  geology :  nor  could  there  be 
a  more  happy  coincidence  fur  this  science  than  that,  whilst 
isi  ihe  immediate  vicinity  of  one  of  the  largest  Euiopean 
oApitals,  some  of  the  rarest  monuments  of  the  ancient  world 
were  laid  imbedded  and  unnoticed  in  the  common  quarries 
of  the- country,  two  indisidoals  should  be  residing  there 
singularly  fitted  by  their  attainments  %nd  genius  to  compre- 
hend and  explstn  the  true  character  of  these  paloeotherea, 
and  the  geological  period  of  their  existence.  The  Rev.  W. 
D.  Conybeare,  one  of  the  soundest  philosophers  and  Qoost 
attfactive  writers  of  the  age,  in  his  '*  Report  on  the  pro- 
gress, actual  state,  and  ulterior  prospects  of  geological  sci- 
ence," says  that  Smith's  original  obsorvations  respecting 
the  distritMition  of  organic  remains  were  received  with  in- 
difference, •*  until  the  high  scientific  distinction  of  Cuvier, 
and  the  striking  and  interesting  nature  of  the  facts  devel- 
oped in  bis  brilliant  memoir,  excited  a  marked  sensation, 
and  commanded  the  genera)  attention  of  men  of  science ; 
lor  none  such  could  peruse  with  indifference  those  masterly 
ilescriptions,  which  SThihited  the  environs  of  one  of  the 
great  metropolian  diies  of  Europe  as  having  been  succes- 
sively occupied  by  oceanic  inundations  and  fresh-water 
lakes;  which  restored  from  the  scattered  fragments  of  their 
disjointed  skeletons  the  forms  of  those  animals,  long  ex- 
tinct, wiiose  fi(fck8  once  grazed  on  the  margins  of  those 
laki's;  and  which  presented  to  our  notice  the  case  of  beds 
of  rock,  only  a  few  inches  in  thickness,  extending  contin- 
uously over  hundreds  of  square  miles,  and  constantly  dis- 
tinguished by  the  same  peculiar  species  of  fossil  siieils.*^ 

But  as  these  new  genera  come  on  the  stage,  the  saurian 
reptiles  disappear,  and  are  replaced  by  crocodiles  coming 
near  to  existing  species.  Ammonites  and  belemnttes  cease, 
and  the  buecinea  begin  to  increase.  Many  of  the  fish  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  group  are  now  extinct,  hut  the  great- 
«r  part  of  the  genera  approach  the  living  ones,  and  are 
most  analogue  to  those  now  found  in  the  tropical  seas. 
The  mastodon,  the  elephant,  and  the  rhinoceros,  appear  in 
the  upfier  fomiations,  as  well  as  on  the  existing  surface, 
beth  in  Bnrope  and  America.  The  vegetation  of  these 
periods  is  the  converse  of  what  it  appeared  to  be  in  its 
dawn,  dicotyledons,  or  plants  having  bnrk,  wood,  and*  |Mth, 
being  the  most  numerous,  and  cryptogamous  plants,  with- 
OQt  sexual  organs,  being  least  in  number,  in  accordance 
with  the  present  order  of  nature. 

In  looking  over  this  imperfect,  but  still  faithful,* as  far  as 
Akcts  are  concerned,  sketch  of  the  geological  state  of  the 
planet,  the  student  wilt  perceive  the  elevated  character  of 
'  is  arieuce,  fumbhing,  as  it  does,  such  conclusive  rea- 


sonings for  natural  theology.  In  al!  these  phenoiheBavi 
see  the  evidences  of  design.  If  we  try  them  by  phyM 
laws,  the  spheVoidal  form  of  the  earth  reveals  lo  us  its  oaoi 
fluid  state,  and  chemistry  informs  us  it  vras  igneous  IMdi- 
ty.  Here  we  see  the  truly  magnificent  means  prorided 
for  causing  *•  the  dry  land  to  appear,"  through  the  onet 
circumambient  waters  of  the  glofaNB.  Every  new  exeitioa 
of  this  subterranean  power  is  a  page  in  its  aBcient  hiitorT, 
and  as  history  shows  the  beginnings  of  nations  and  their 
progress  onward  to  civilization,  so  does  each  additional  far- 
maUon  of  rocks,  with  its  imbedded  fossils  of  distinct  ^ttks 
fW>m  the  aariiest  zoophytes  to  the  elephant,  show  the  ^ 
^gn  of  creation  vras  a^rogressive  one,  whether  vre  look  to 
the  aquatic  or  the  terrestial  organic  bodies.  For  thaei  «- 
eient  remains  do  not  consbt  of  forms  and  of  a  ^trwMm  m 
Mrat\ge  as  to  separate  them  entirely  from  the  more  no* 
acts  of  creation ;  on  the  contrary,  the  earliest  which  appar 
are  the  types  of  all  ^hich  succeeded,  entering  natorailr  ii- 
to  all  the  classifications  which  have  been  devixd  far  lb 
illustration  of  the  present  order  of  nature.  Of  tlus  pro* 
gression  clear  proub  have  Keen  adduced  in  the  preesdiBr 
pages.  In  the  lowest  group  we  have  seen  that  the  fbrii 
were  all  marine,  and  consisted  of  corallines,  encrinites,  bi- 
valves, concamerated  and  other  molluscous  shells,  extmd 
Crustacea,  and  fishes  of  a  voracious  character  approa^sf 
the  saurian  family.  Such  a  state  of  ancient  zoology  lib 
perfect  hariifony  with  that  condition  of  the  earth's  sarlbi 
which  we  deduce  from  other  considerations.  The  ocm, 
though  not  deep,  as  it  is  now,  constituted  almost  cfcry 
thing ;  dry  land  was  comparatively  rare,  together  with  m- 
ers,  bays,  and  fresh-water  estuariesf  the  proper  biants  rf 
the  saurian  race.  Still  land  existed  at  the  latter  period  tf 
this  group,  aa  we  find  by  the  associate  plaots  of  the  o- 
thracite  coal  beds,  which  themselves  belong*  exdusivelv  ts 
a  low  degree  of  organhcation.  During  thb  period  we  td 
generic  resemblances  very  common  in  all  parts  cf  fb 
world,  the  evidence  of  a  common  temperature.  In  tb 
next  group  we  find  strong  resemblances  to  the  first,  in  or* 
ganic  remains,  but  with  a  character  both  generslly  ^ 
specifically  so  distinct  as  to  admit  of  an  undoubted  reeof- 
niiion  of  the  beds  of  the  group  in  whatever  port  of  tb 
world  they  may  be  found.  *rhc  saurians,  the  pierodadvl^i 
the  monitor,  the  crocodiles,  the  iguanadon,  the  depodM 
of  extenidve  fresh-wat«r  areas,  the  existence  of  trop^  ftf* 
ests,  of  the  bituminous  coal  measures,  the  changed  chaw^ 
ter  of  the  fish,  the  existence  of  fresh  water  streants  sal 
lakes,  and  a  gradual  approximation  to  the  present  sopff* 
ficial  arrangements,  show  a  very  great  increase  of  the  tai 
These  changes  of  elevation  were  necessarily  accorapaiad 
with  increased  depths  of  the  sea,  and  the  consequent  ioli*- 
duction  of  numerous  genera,  with  appropriate  halnti,  aet 
before  noticed.  We  find,  also,  in  the  lower  part  of  tbi 
group,  important  deposites  of  salt.  Before  these  gmtcr 
depths  of  the  ocean  had  licen  produced,  its  mean  depA 
was  more  equally  distributed  over  the  surfkce,  and  it  b  b4 
difficult  for  ua  to  understand  how  fast  beds  of  rock-«& 
might,  under  such  cirtunistaoces,  b^  formed,  by  the  erip- 
oration  of  the  waters  of  a  high  temperatus^.  In  Korep 
the  aalt  is  usually  found  distributed  above  the  coal  aifltf- 
ures,  but  in  the  United  States  it  is  uniformly  found  lowff 
down.  In  both  countries,  however,  the  saliae  *J«*P^*'^ 
generally  approach,  and  indicate  a  common  origin,  ai  f 
bodies  of  salt  water  had  existed  in  such  situations,  perfai^s 
in  some  cases  insulated,  as  to  produce  their  evaporalbn. 
Superficial  incrustations  of  the  same  mineral  are  new  focad 
in  various  parts  of  the  west  of  Arkansas,  caused  by  sobr 
dessiccation  of  the  natural  salines.  In  the  tertitry  groo^ 
the  fossils  are  equally  characteriiktic  of  the  beds  oftbe  gr«q| 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  receding  in  affinity  &*>">  •" 
previously  examined  in  proportion  to  their  period^  hot 
united  by  a  common  plan  and  analogy.  A  slight  loquafnt- 
ance  with  the  fossil  shells  of  the  tertiary  stnti,  vill  ce- 
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ibleanj  individual  to  identify  tbe  bed**     Hero  the  am* 
Bonitaa  beeoroe  extinct,  and  conea  and  volutaa  begin  to 
tboand.    Althoogh  it  may  be  averted  that  the  vartooa  fos- 
iHferona  atnita  eontain  characteristic  organized  bodies  by 
vhich  straU  can  be  identified,  and  of  course  which  sepa. 
ale  them  from  other  strata,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
il  the  foesils  of  V^mivafent  strata  are  identical  in  all  coan- 
rie^  althoogh  some  of  them  are,  as  is  the  case  with  many 
ifing  species  in  ^th  hemispheres.  Whilst  eongeners  in  age 
Bd  in  fact,  theirlrorms  are  ifiHaenced  by  physical  laws,  and 
•rticahr  spedds  are  necessarily  geographically  limited  by 
llmaleand  food>  Where  these  are  favorable,  all  the  species 
afingaeloae  affinity  to  each  other  may  be  foand;*  and 
rhers  climate  a<;d  food  are  not  favorable,  animals  of  the 
ime  species  may  be  expertbd  to  present  a  marked  differ- 
»ce  in  their  external  chnracters.     The  fine  horje  of  Ara- 
It,  which  is  cognate  with  the  zebra  of  Africa,  is  a  dwarf 
tfiety  in  8heiland,  where  climate  and  food  have  limited 
I  stature  and  even  its  functions  so  much  that  the  mare 
»ly  breeds  <mct  in  two  years.     This  variety  of  external 
Mkfiguration  is  common  to  the  mollasce,  which  differ 
inort  at  every  point  of  a  coast,  as  we  see  from  the  great 
uiety  of  the  forms  of  oysters ;  the  same  may  be  observed 
'the  uoio  of  fresh  waters,  where  those  of  the  same  kind 
net  the  same  kind  of  locality.     If  such  laws  influence 
iliAsIs  and  plants  now,  wc  may  reasonably  suppose  them 
have  influenced  ihem  in  geological  times,  under  similar 
rcQiBstances.     Of  this  general  adaptation  of  causes  we 
ive  singular  evidences  in  the  tertiary  group  :  the  surface 
the  earth  being  at  length  brought  into  a  new  and  appro- 
iste  state,  we  find  quadrupeds,  and  of  various  kinds,  be- 
uning  to  multiply,  alt  of  them,  however,  no  doubt  suited 
the  temperature,  which  appears  from  the  fossil  vegetobles 
and  in  high  latitudes  to  have  still  had  a  general  tropical 
■racter.     We  find  the  elephants  of  onr  own  period  tlius 
soromoilated  to  particular  regions,  that  of  the  arctic  circle, 
well  as  the  rhinoceros,  being  prepared  with  a  fleecy  cov- 
ng*     But  although  aliout  one-fourth  of  the  superfices  of 
i  globe  has  become  dry  land,  and  that  abundantly  fitted 
every  c'ass  of  terrestial  unimaU  known  to  us,  yet  mont 
portent  rtfces  continue  to  disappear,  not  the  ttpecics  only, 
with  the  exception  of  some  found  in  the  lerfiary,  all 
'  species  in  whatever  strata  found  are  extinct.     The 
ceotherea  and  the  mastodon  are  extinct  everywhere;  and 
elephant,  whose  remains  we  find  scattered  over  this 
tffient,  is  extinct  here  also.     The  mastodon  was  com- 
B  to  America,  to  Asia,  and  to  Europe,  and  we  know 
king  of  the  causes  which  could  have  produced  its  uni- 
Ml  extinction,  if  they  were  not  of  the  diluvial  character, 
bonee  have  been  found  here  mixed  up  with  those  of  the 
>bant,  and  the  megalony.x,  in  depoeites  brought  together 
loobt  by  local  floods.  .  In  other  instances  skeletons  have 
1  found   nearly  entire,  buried  in  lacustrine  marls  of  a 
period,  and  in  one  Instance  a  skeleton  was  Ibund  not 
e  covered  *tjp  on  the  surface.     They  appear  to  have 
ted  during  the  pre^nt  order  of  nature,  but  in  no  in- 
ice  have  we  any  evidence  of  their  being  contemporane- 
with  what  may  strictly  be  called  the  historic  period,  no 
igc  of  any  thing  which  has  any  relation  to  the  human 
ever  having  been  found  mixed  np  with  their  remains, 
ue  of  the  circumstunces  which  makes  this  science  so 
resting  to  all  reflecting  beings,  is,  that  in  no  deposite, 
tber  of  gravel,  of  sarid,  or  of  rliiy,  whether  in  caves 
1  streams,  have  any  human  remain)*  evci  been  found, 

tnce  calcarotnis  matter  Is  neccMary  to  trsiareoufl  animals,  we 
lufer  ttmt  m  chance  in  the  mineral  nature  of  ilieir  twds  vviiulU  be 
isisiaQt  with  the  pn^^ierousexi^fience  ofany  animuU  unsuited  lo 
snce  wv  fitul  ih©  crvvXt-r  ntiiuber  of  f'»aif  shells  in  llint^slouo 
and  in  calcarooiiii  flnndstonos  and  slialoe:  very  few  comparative* 
»iA  the  pure  araillaceous  8b»t<v,  vrhich  weru  r>r*Jbalily  ihet  an* 
UiuJJy  boiumis  of  lh«  \v;U»ts.  It  follows  fr»»tn  ihi.''  n'iis«»nin^'  that 
ay  Axjwct  iu  find,  as  w»i  ;ronenil!y  d",  I'lr  sun'^  rlaj^f  of  nniinals 
^B^nin  stmt-a. 
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that  were  apparently  conneeted,  in  the  most  remote  man* 
ner,  with  any  of  the  geological  perioda  which  hava  been 
reviewed.  These  have  discloeed  to  us  surprising  loataneea 
of  progressive  advance  in  organic  stroeture,  adjusted  to  the 
gradual  changes  produced  in  the  level  of  the  ocean  and  the 
consequent  increaae  of  dry  land.  '  But  what  crowns  the 
consideration  of  this  lofty  and  attractive  anbjeet  is,  that, 
reverting  from  these  imt)edded  records  of  creative  power 
to  ourselves,  the  full  evidence  aeems  to  be  before  us  and 
around  us,  of  a  providential  preparation  for  the  reception 
of  our  own  race,  and  of  our  being  placed  here  at  an  ap- 
pointed time ;  not  like  the  animals,  with  a  capacity  lot 
self-preservation  only,  but  of  rising  to  that  sense  of  the 
responsibility  we  exist  under  to  the  universal  Creator, 
which  may  guide  na  to  another  existence  when  our  bodies 
are  consigned  lo  the  common  receptacle  of  organic  nature. 

Recormoissancefrom  Washington  to  the  Coteau  de  Prairie. 

Trusting  that  the  explanation  of  geological  princtplee 
which  I  have  given  in  the  preceding  pages  wiii  enable  un- 
initiated readers  to  comprehend  more  easily  the  unavoidable 
teehnicalities  of  geological  descriptions^  I  proceed  now  to 
a  relation  of  my  reconnoissance,  during  the  past  season, 
from  the  seat  of  Govemmont  to  the  Coteau  de  Prairie,  a 
ridge  of  high  prairie  land  lying  between  the  Missonri  and 
the  Minnay  Sotor  Watapah  (a«rit  is  called  in  the  Naootah 
or  8ioux  language)  or  the  St.  Peter's  river.  Deairons  of 
making  the  opportunities  for  observation  which  would  oo* 
cur  on  roy  route  to  Green  Bay  as  interesting  and  useful  to 
the  country  as  circumstances  would  permit  me  to  do,  I  de* 
termined  to  follow  the  valley  of  the  Potomac  into  the  great 
Western  bituminous  coal  field.  To  this  I  was  induced  by 
various  considerations.  This  route  would  lead  me  along 
the  line  of  the  Chesspeake  and  Ohio  canal,  a  work  which 
deserves  to  be  considered  of  great  magnitode,  as  well  in 
relation  to  the  extraordinary  difficulties  whidi  have  oppo« 
sed  themselves  to  its  construction,  the  amount  of  capital 
involved  in  it,  in  which  the  Government  is  so  deeply  in* 
terested,  and  the  real  state  of  the  resourcej  of  the  country 
through  which  it  parses,  upon  which  a  dependence  is  placed 
for  the  eventual  indemnification  of  its  cost.  The  inspec- 
tion of  this  val'ey  could  not  but  be  favorable  to  a  correct 
apprehension  of  the  geological  structure  of  the  country 
from  the  falls  of  the  Potomac  towacda  its  sources:  the 
natural  sections  on  the  river  were  numerous,  and  the  works 
on  the  canal  had  laid  open  many  others,  so  that  any  one 
who  had  liefore  traversed  this  region  by  land,  with  sufi^ent 
leisure  to  note  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  mineral 
formations,  could  not  but  receive  an  instructive  lesson  on  a 
line  where  the  forinationa  are  so  repeatedly  laid  open  aa 
they  are  on  the  oanks  of  this  river.  Washington  and 
Georgetown  arc  immediately  underlaid  by  the  gneiss,  and 
in  the  environs  of  this  laat  place,  especially  along  the  line  of 
Rock  crrck  and  on  the  canal,evidences  are  already  perceived 
In  the  alternate  southeast  and  northwest  dip  of  the  rocks,  of 
that  extensive  anticlinal  movement  by  which  all  the  rocke 
along  the  entire  line  of  the  Potomac  have  been  afi*ected,  as 
high  up  as  the  great  bituminous  coal  field.  In  the  various 
localities  here,  where  the  rocks  are  exposed,  the  true  dip 
of  the  rocks  is  so  contradicted  by  the  cleavage,  that  great 
and  patient  attention  is  required  to  distinguish  between 
that  and  the  stratification;  but  there  are  some  instances  on' 
the  canal,  on  leaving  Georgetown,  where  the  southeast  dip 
of  the  gneiss  is  sufinciently  clear ;  aller  some  distance  the 
strata  become  fissile,  with  large  veine  of  quartx,  are  elevat- 
ed into  an  almost  vertical  position,  and  then  dip  to  the 
northwest,  at  a  very  high  angle,  as  far  as  the  Great  F*alls. 
On  approaching  the  falls,  the  bed  of  the  river  presents  a 
singular  spectacle :  ^harp,  isolated  masses  of  dark,  glossy 
micaceoiis  slate,  turned  upon  their  edges,  lie  bare  for  « 
groat  distance,  and  occupy  a  large  area,  resembling  the 
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bvraken  of  a  bouteiDiu  wm  anUdwly  patrifiod.  But  the 
rivtr  ban  long  ago  aHundooed  thk  part  of  iu  b«d>  whilat 
iba  proof  of  tha  rocka  having  baan  raidacad  to  their  preaant 
ataia  by  ita  foroar  afilion,  ia  abundant  in  tha  iounanaa 
quantity  of  pot-holaa  in  tha  rocki^  aoma  of  tbam  two  or 
three  fiiet  in  diaroetar,  occaaionad  by  tha  whirling  motion 
of  firagmania  of  qaartg  or  other  hard  minaral  mattar,  in 
dapraasad  parta  of  tha  alata,  which,  wheo  continuad  along 
tima,  make  fery  dae p  holaa,  aa  may  ba  aaan  in  tha  bads  ol 
ail  rivara  whara  the  water  ia  low  and  runs  qoicfc.  Thia 
perforating  pfocaaa  ia  one  of  tha  cauMa  of  tha  daatruction 
of  strata  upon  a  large  aoala»  the  holaa  becoming  ao  deep  and 
ttoanroua-  that  at  Jength  tha  floods  have  atrangth  aneogh 
to  dtainiegrate  the  strata,  and  aubaaquently  break  up  tha 
fitgmenta.  In  long  periods  of  time,  water  has  power  to 
wear  its  way  through  f^a  stoutest  mineral  masaes^  and  I 
know  of  no  place  which  affords  a  better  study  of  the  power 
of  water  to  deepen  ita  own  bads,  than  the  singular  area 
I  ba^a  mentioneid,  as  well  aa  the  falls  themselves,  which 
are  amongst  the  moat  picturesque  localities  of  thia  country.* 
A  liitle  further  to  the  weatwaid,  the  elaiy  rodu  again 
dip  to  the  eastward,  and  are  occasionally  almost  vertical, 
become  eontorted,  and  vary  in  color.  At  Seneca  creek  the 
aoil  begina  to  be  raddiah,  and  on  the  west  side  a  soft  red 
aandatone  comaa  in,  the  bade  of  which  appear  horizontal 
from  the  canal,  but  upon  examination  have  a  regular  anti- 
clinal atroetnra.  Baana  at  loose  red  ahale  abound  between 
the  atrain  of  sandstone ;  specimens  also  of  anthracite  coal 
have  bean  obtained  horn  this  neighborhood,  the  nature  of 
which,  not  having  been  well  appraiiended,  haa  induced  aoma 
persons  to  suppose  that  ibis  locality  might  ha  a  continuity 
of  the  Chaalerfield  coal  field  of  Virginia.  It  deserves  a  re- 
OMrk  that  the  red  ahale  ia  a  constant  concooutant  of  the 
anihraeita  coal  of  the  Alleghany  system.  A  few  milea 
from  Seneca  croak,  and  84  miles  by  the  canal  from  George- 
town, tha  stnOa  dip  again  to  the  westward.  At  Mr.  Lee*a 
quarry,  from  whence  valuable  slabaJ^Ire  obtained  for  tha 
public  worka  at  Washington,  fine  casts  of  calamitea,  with 
impiaaaiona  of  other  plants,  are  found.  -Seams  of  red  shale 
aeparata  the  beds  ci  sandatone  occaaionally :  carbonate  of 
copper  ia  frequent,  and  small  vetna  of  anthracite  coal. 
The  country  for  the  next  fourteen  milea  iwesents  fine 
alopea  and  levels,  and  is  occupied  for  agricultural  purpoeea, 
when  an  anticlinal  ridge  of  aoft  red  shale  comes  in  upon 
the  river  at  right  angles,  dipping  to  the  southeast.  About 
five  mUes  befoie  reaching  the  Monocacy  river,  a  calcareous 
breccia,  coming  in  from  the  noitheaat,  the  same  of  which 
Che  columns  In  the  legblative  halls  of  the  Capitol  are  made, 
afjpeara  in  the  ridge,  alternating  with  the  red  ahale  in  broad 
aeami^  and  in  many  plaoev  nrixod  up  with  it.  It  is  quite 
appaftni  that  the  breccia  and  -the  ahale  have  been  eontem- 
poraoeooaly  deposited.  Thirty-eight  miles  from  George- 
town the  ridge  is  about  eighty  feet  higher  than  the  canal, 
and  still  dips  east,  but  the  bnccia  aoon  discontinues,  and 
the  red  shaks  presents  a  mere  horiaontal  appearance,  when 
the  ridges  oeaee,  and  a  email  valley  occurs,  until,  at  forty 
miles,  the  country  risaa  into  a  rulge  again  of  red  shale 
and  aandatone,  atill  with  a  aoutheast  dip.  At  forty-six 
miles  and  a  half,  the  ri«lge  is  distant  about  two  hundred 
yards  from  tha  canal,  but  ahows  a  good  section  dipfiing  to 
the  waat.  At  forty-seven  milea  the  breccia  comes  in  again 
in  broad  aeams,  dipping  to  the  west,  and  unmixed  with 
any  other  rock,  although  the  pebbles  are  in  many  instaucea 
aet  in  the  red  ahale.     As  thia  breccia  is  one  of  those  geo- 


•The  nabttie  of  Uie  power  of  ihe  waiar  In  this  locality  in  ancient  times, 
bfftbre  the  bed  of  the  river  wa«  contracted,  will  be  better  ondersiooa 
tiy  rating  that  the  fallfl  are  nearly  at  the  head  of  a  natural  inclined 
plane,  measuring,  by  the  bend*  (tf  the  river,  upwards  of  11  miles  to 
Oeorsetowa,  and  tia vine  a  fall  of  168  feei  to  the  tide  water  leveU  This 
fives  an  average  of  14^  feet  per  mile,  a  force,  added  to  the  iro- 
menae  period  it  operated  upon  these  roctcs.  probably  ever  since  tlie 
elevKUon  of  the  Atlantic  prfmary  chain,  sufficiraily  adequate  fur  the 
phanoroena  now  preseniod  in  tlie  bed  of  the  river.  Iu  the  succeeding 
inclined  plane  of^8|  miles,  the  fall  is  only  3Z  feet. 


logical  phaBflRiene  whiah  axplaina  in  a  most  sitii&ctBy 
manner  the  nature  of  the  cauaaa  which  have  in  sncieBtiinH 
modified  this  portion  of  the  aurface  of  the  eutk,  I  shittn- 
vert  to  it  after  pursuing  the  line  of  tha  liter  loiBBaha 
fiirtJwr  to  the  northwest 

At  the  Pinnt  of  Rocka,  forty -eight  milss  fron  Gsapi- 
town,  the  Rotomac  iasuea  from  the  Cotoctio  idoiidIkimi 
which  form  the  eastern  flank  of  tha  AtlaDliepriDsi^d^ 
Thia  chaiii»  miaeralogically  considered,  ia  a  man  of  pa- 
mary  alalea»  aandatonaa»  and  quarts,  having  a  north  Mltkp 
east  direction,  and  runn  ng,  with  a  breadth  of  abootiifiMi 
miles  from  ita  western  to  its  eastern  fiaak,  throogb  «i  a- 
tenaive  area  of  Uoiestoneb  Geographically  oaoaidand^  i 
ccnsiata  of  two  rangea  of  hills^  divided  by  the  MiddlaKsi 
valley,  the  weslernmoat  of  which,  in  this  neighbodioui  > 
called  the  Blue  ridg«»  uid  the  eaatem  one  the  C<iMa 
moiifttaina.  On  arriving  at  these  leaf,  aieaiarksblsckuiii 
takaa  place  in  the  aspect  of  the  country;  moastiiasi 
maasea,  form^  of  many  varieties  of  primary  shteii «- 
ceedingly  contorted  at  times,  but  with  a.  general  diplAibi 
eaat,  break  through  the  common  level.  At  Harpef^tFoi;, 
twelve  milea  further,  these  slates,  which  rise  to  a  wrj  I^ 
mural  aacarpment  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  feet,  <iipala>t 
in  every  direction ;  aoroetiroee  the  aeams  appsar  lo  fen 
found  nodolea  of  one  hundred  feet  in  diameter,  ofta  si 
vertical,  then  again  become  concentric.  The  vWilia* 
ia  in  a  state  of  great  confusion,  which  is  inciessed  by  lb 
cleavage,  here  exceedingly  deceptive.  One  mile,  lwme«i 
further  west,  the  lamin*  of  the  slate  become  thin  aid » 
merous,  and  show  the  true  dip,  which  is  easterly.  Tlif  i 
confirmed  by  the  edges  of  the  beda  in  the  SbeDsadoifa  < 
low  water.  A  few  miles  beyond  this  point,  the  ^mtki 
of  the  country  again  changea,  the  alatea  disappear,  aaJ* 
oome  upon  vertical  lamins  of  limeatone,  which,  lOiM^ 
further  on,  dip  to  the  west. 

Reverting  to  the  breccia,  and  with  a  view  to  give  a  ■" 
satisfactory  ezplauaiion  of  it,  I  ahall  now  trace  aoothrriK' 
tional  line,  parallel  to  the  one  which  has  been  dcKfikeii 
but  reversing  the  direction,  and  descending  the  eooatrjlai 
northwest  to  southeast.  By  following  the  edge  of  ^ 
limestone  spoken  of  aa  lying  in  vertical  laminc,  ibe  tn^ 
lor  cornea  upon  Boom^borough,  in  Maryland,  aiovaski^ 
stand:^  upon  the  western  flank  of  the  Blue  ridge,  vbo*' 
joina  tba  great  formation  of  transition  lime^itone,  as  it  Is 
hitherto  been  called.  On  this  line  he  finda  the  Bhtf  n^ 
compoaed  of  primary  slates,  chlorites,  and  saadatoiKSkWi 
conglomerate  grits^  to  the  eastern  foot  of  the  ridge,  tfl# 
ping  east.  Entering  the  Middletown  valley,  be  fia^' 
decompoeed  red  shale  and  takoae  slate.  Leavuig  M)^ 
town,  which  ia  eight  miles  from  Boonsborough,  hs  cnsa 
the  Cotoctin  mountaina,  composed  of  chlorite  rocfci " 
aUtea,  with  green  epidote  and  whithiafa  alaty  saodgW 
and  advances  towards  Fredericktown,  alao  distaatap 
milea.  When  he  hm  left  the  mountaina  behind  hi«i  w 
haa  advanced  to  within  two  and  a  half  milea'af  the  citv,  ^ 
finds  the  ground  covered,  for  a  breadth  of  several  hiP^ 
yards,  with  immense  dislocated  massea  of  the  cakaiw* 
breccia,  aome  of  them  weighing  fifty  toiis^  aad  tbc  N* 
menta  and  pebbles  oi  which  it  is  composed  camflalsd  1^ 
gether  with  a  red  argillaceous  earth.  One  mile  fron  ^ 
erick  he  finds  tha  limestotie  as  regnlarly  in  place  is  i<  ^ 
west  of  the  Blue  ridge,  its  edges  crooaing  the  rosd  in  i^ 
rection  of  north  northeast  to  south  southeast,  somrtiaaalP' 
ping  easterly,  and  frequently  vertical.  The  liflieriooetfa' 
tinurs  uninterruptedly  to  the  Monocacy  river,  on  tha  a^^' 
ern  side  of  which  laminated  slates  and  shales  comortiff 
We  have  thus  all  the  proofs  that  the  AtUiitic  pii»f7 
chain  has  come  up  from  below  through  the  limestmr,  B^ 
urating  and  breaking  it  up  into  fragracuts  of  evoy  si^ 
which  were  subaequently  transported  to  the  east  «dt  ■ 
the  chain  by  a  current  from  the  west,  and  depoeiicd  tfacc. 
intermixed  with  the  decomposed  red  shale,  forooeossiflB' 
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crate  has  yet  been  found  on  the  western  tide.  This  gre«t 
elevatory  moTrment  seems  to  hare  been  followed  by  anoth- 
er, which  haa  given  the  anticlinal  arrangement  to  all  the 
rocka  of  the  country ;  for,  after  the  first  depoaitior.  of  the 
breccia,  we  find  it  dislocated  and  broken  up  mto  the  masses 
before  spoken  of.  Thia  must  have  taken  place  posterior  to 
its  aemi-induration,  for,  where  it  lies  undisturbed,  (he  frag- 
ments of  which  it  is  composed  are,  in  numerous  localities, 
rent  in  oTeiy  direction,  their  corresponding  parU  often 
ahilted,  and  the  fisauiva  filled  up  with  the  carbonate  of 
limp.  Thia  curious  state  of  the  breccia  is  well  exhibted  in 
the  colnmna  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentativea  at 
the  Capitol.  I  have  followed  this  breccia  for  great  distan- 
ces along  the  eastern  flank  of  this  chain,  and  have  found  it 
alwaya  similarly  situated ;  only  in  some  localitiea,  as  in 
Faoquier  county,  Virginia,  to  the  northwest  of  the  town 
of  Backland,  the  breccia  is  not  composed  of  limestone,  but 
of  slates,  sandstones,  and  quartz,  because  the  limestone 
bos  never  extended  to  that  parallel.  We  may  safely  infer, 
from  all  these  circumstances,  that  the  Atlantic  primary 
chain  was  elevated  posterior  to  the  deposition  of  the  lime- 
atone,  which  may  he  considered  the  equivalent  of  ths  low- 
est beds  of  Mr.  Murchbon's  Silurian  rocks. 

Tbese  non-fossiliferous  beds  extend  now  a  long  way  up 
the  river,  which  is  very  tortuous,  embracing  many  beds  of 
hydraulic  lime,  which,  as  well  as  the  common  limestone, 
when  pure,  has  added  much  to  the  value  of  real  estate  here 
since  the  construction  of  the  canal.  The  compact  dark 
blue  kind  makes  an  excellent  mineral  manure,  but  cracks 
whexi  used  as  plastering  fbr  room%  an  objection  the  whiter 
kinds  are  not  so  obnoxious  to,  they  being  leas  ferruginous. 
The  whole  disUnce  up  the  river,  the  beds  are  anticlinally 
arranged,  often  forming  complete  arches^  and  occasionally 
the  seams,  not  more  than  eight  inches  wide,  are  disposed 
into  concentric  forms  of  forty  feet  diameter.  At  Shepberds- 
town  a  band  of  quartzose  red  sandstone,  about  three  feet 
broad,  sometimes  crossed  with  small  seams  of  carbonate 
of  lime,  runs  through  the  strata  of  limestone  due  north  and 
sooth.  I  obtained  a  aingular  specimen  from  it,  with  septa 
standing  on  its  face  in  relief,  like  chain  coral.  Higher  up 
lofty  blufiSs  of  limestone  approach  the  river  on  both  sides; 
some  of  them  on  the  left  bank  are  cavernous,  with  pendent 
stalactites  inside.  Near  Williamsport  the  beds  frequently 
dipped  both  ways  in  a  short  distance ;  indeed,  in  aome  lo- 
calities they  have  a  wavy  structure^  forming  a  set  of  anti- 
clinal and  synclinal  lines,  as  in  diagram  10,  where,  at  a,  a 
ravine,  the  continuity  is  interrupted  by  the  removal  of  min- 
eral matter.  Diagram  No.  1 1  represents  another  locality 
near  Williamsport,  where,  at  a,  a  part  of  the  beds  seems  to 
have  slid  off,  and  to  have  left  a  ravine,  where  trees  ara  now 
growing.  The  main  beds  of  limestone  here  are  alxiut  three 
feet  wide.  In  approaching  the  Alleghany  ridges  the  evi- 
dences are  abundant  of  a  great  disturbance  in  the  beds.  I 
copied  the  appearancea  exhibited  by  ahem  in  diagram  12, 
within  the  space  of  three  miles.  At  Williamsport  a  slaty 
shale  comes  in  at  the  river,  through  which  a  road  haa 
been  cut  to  the  canal  bridge,  which  exhibits  the  lamina 
standing  in  every  possible  direction.  The  canal  not  being 
navigable  beyond  this  town,  which  ia  one  hundred  milea 
from  Georgetown,  I  abandoned  those  instructive  banks  of 
the  river,  and  continued  over  the  limestone,  occasionally 
alternating  with  shale,  by  the  upper  route  to  Clear  Spring, 
about  seven  miles.  A  little  beyond  this  place  the  forma-? 
tions  change,  |ind  the  heavy  limestone  water  is  exchanged 
fur  the  pure  springs  flowing  from  the  shales  and  sandstones 
of  the  North  mountain,  the  first  in  advance  of  the  AUe- 
l^any  system  of  ridges  west  of  the  Atlantic  primary.  Fur- 
ther on,  about  nine  miles,  a  fine  fossiliferoos  bed  of  Hme- 
•tooe  comes  in  on  the  Licking  creek>  coataining  prodpcta, 
e^rifcrs  cardia,  and  aome  goniatites.  There  is,  however, 
a  lower  routes  by  the  way  of  what  is  called  Big  Spring, 
betwixt  the  North  mountain  and  the  river,  where  the  lime- 


stone, with  the  exception  of  a  few  continuous  beds  of  shale, 
is  continuous ;  and  as  the  North  mountain,  on  the  Virginia 
side,  across  the  Potomac,  continues  its  course  to  the  8.  8* 
W.,  it  is  evident  thst  the  bed  of  the  river  has  been  exca- 
vated subsequent  to  the  deposite  of  Ao  North  mountain, 
and  that  the  shales  and  sandstones  hav^  been  removed  from 
the  limestone  occupying  the  space  between  the  now  separ- 
ated portions  of  the  mountain.  I  have  subsequently  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  the  ooantry  on  the  Virginia 
side,  and  found  every  thing  in  correspondence  there.  The 
limestone  extends  from  Shephtrdstown  to  the  east  flank  of 
the  North  mountain,  near  Hedgeaville,  and  the  same  beds 
of  shale  which  are  observed  on  the  opposite  side  occur  on 
this  sids,  betwixt  this  last-mentioned  place  and  Martina- 
bury.  Pursuing  the  road  from  Licking  creek  to  Hancock, 
there  are  numerous  sections  of  shales  and  sandstones,  dip- 
ping alternately  east  and  west,  the  strata  frequently  ex- 
hibiting imperfect  arches.  On  the  route  a  very  distinct 
view  is  had  of  a  narrow  v^ley,  on  the  Virginia  cide,  tying 
between  two  subordinate  ridgea,  called  the  Third  hill  and 
Sleepy-creek  mountain.  Here  the  first  veins  are  found  of 
anthracite  coal  of  a  good  quality ;  end  although  they  are 
known  to  extend  many  miles  to  the  S.  S.  W.,  no  e lami- 
nation of  them  has  yet  been  made  minute  enough  to  ascer- 
tain their  capacity.  This  I  learned  from  some  of  the  pro- 
prietors is  about  to  be  done. 

From  Hancock  to  Cumberland,  the  proposed  termination 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  about  forty  miles,  a  great 
number  of  subordinate  ridges  are  crossed,  consisting  of  red 
shales,  sandstones,  femiginons  ores,  grits,  and  occasional 
bands  of  encTinital  limestone.  Some  of  these  are  the  bifur- 
cations of  one  principal  ridge,  aa  Town  hill  is  of  Sidling 
hill,  which  extends  up  to  the  Juniatta,  in  Pennsylvania; 
all,  however,  appear  to  have  one  general  magnetic  direc- 
tion, running  between  north  and  northeast*  At  Flint 
Stone,  twMve  miles  from  Cumberiand,  are  beds  of  firaestone, 
containing  fossils  analogous  to  those  of  the  carboniferous 
limestone  of  the  Western  country,  bellerophon.  Unguis, 
avicula,  turbo,  a  great  variety  of  favosites,  madrepores,  and 
other  zoophytes,  and  beds  of  encrinites,  converted  into  csl- 
careous  spar,  which  would  make  very  beautiful  marbles. 
These  beds  appears  to  roe  to  be  the  equivalenu  of  the  Lud- 
low rocks.  The  country  again  rises  with  shales  and  sand- 
stones, but  on  approaching  Cumberland,  beds  of  limestone 
ara  again  met  with,  but  very  slaty,  and  alternating  with 
shale  and  sandstone ;  sometimes  they  are  horizontal^  some- 
times contorted,  and  are  thrown  even  into  vertical  incline- 
tiona.  The  fossils  here  again  come  near  to  those  of  the 
carboniferous  limestone.  To  the  west  of  this  place  rises  a 
lofty  ridge,  called  Will's  mountain,  about  900  feet  in  height, 
with  an  immense  gap,  through  which  Will's  creek^finds  its 
way  to  the  Potomac  East,  however,  of  this  mountain  is 
a  small  ridge,  which  stops  short  of  Cumberland  to  the 
northeast,  being  divided  from  its  southern  portion,  which 
continues  its  southern  coarse  across  the  Potomac  in 
Virginis,  by  a  basin  about  a  mile  and  a  half  wide,  in  which 
Cumberland  is  situated,  and  through  which  the  Potomac 
flows.  This  ridge  is  composed  of  shale  and  limestone, 
with  products,  spirifers,  and  cardia.  It  is  evident  that  the 
ancient  floods  which  have  retired  from  this  part  of  the 
country  at  the  period  of  its  becoming  dry  land,  have  carried 
away  the  subjacent  shale,  and  that  the  superincumbent 
limestone  has  fallen  in  for  want  of  support.  The  gorge  of 
Will's  mountain  is  a  very  reinarkable  locality ;  it  extendi 
about  d,000  psees,  and  is  in  some  placea  500  paces  wid^, 

•  Cbarles  B.  Fisk,  £Sq.,  the  Intelligent  chief  engineer  of  the  Ches- 
apeake sad  Oblo  canal,  wss  obligl&f  enoogh  to  have  parallel  UnM  rua 
for  we,  to  cover  potnisof  wlUte  granaUf  saiulstoBS,aod  rsd  ssodsUDei 
which  had  heen  UentMed  as  beiongiog  to  the  anticlinal  slimia,  follow 


ing  the  magneiic  direction  above  alluded  to.  These  lines,  wfelch  ._ 
tanded  ffooi  the  nafaktMSheod  cf  Hancock  aeiass  the  Oaca|iDa  rtvsr  to 
a  point  wast  of  ths  Cacapnn  aad  womk  rfths  PoionBc,9avea  coarse  of 
S>  M  dsgrsea  W. 
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presenting  a  very  cariou«  and  quite  a  magnificent  section 
of  the  moantain.  This  consiste  of  red  shale,  subjacent  to 
grayish  sandstones  and  grits.  On  the  north  side  the  sum- 
mit is  about  850  feet  from  the  creek,  showing  a  bold  mural 
escarpment,,  with  an  immense  talus  of  fsllen  masses,  ex- 
tending twu-thirds  of  the  way  up  the  cliff.  On  the  south 
side,  at  the  eastern  end,  the  base  rises  by  s  slight  inclina- 
tion into  a  regular  curvature  of  the  beds,  the  lowest  being 
a  red  shale,  and  the  upper  beds  consisting  of  grayish  sand- 
stones and  grits.  The  curvature  presents  a  segment  of  an 
arch,,  the  base  of  which  would  be  about  9,000  feet.  On 
reaching  the  western  end  of  the  gap,  I  observed  that  the 
flexture  of  the  beds  had  as  U  were  collapsed,  and  that  a 
great  many  of  them,  to  the  amount  of  about  200  feet  in 
thickneds^  were  hanging  vertically  upon  the  flattened  side 
of  the  arch,  as  in  diagram  18.  Amongst  the  rubbish  I  had 
seen  some  specimens  of  fucoidcs  Alleghaniensis,  and  as 
soon  as  I  fully  comprehended  the  collapsed  state  of  these 
rocks,  it  occurred  to  me  that  f  might  possibly  find  the  beds 
to  which  they  belong,  and  climbing  the  cliff  and  looking 
diligently  about,  I  had  the  satis&ction  of  finding  them, 
with  several  other  varieties  of  fucus  in  place  on  the  outer- 
most of  the  vertical  beds.  The  fuci  all  belonging  to  the 
seaweed  tribe  of  plants,*  these  must  have  grown  upon  the 
flat  bed  of  the  sea.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  all  the 
beds  had  been  bent  up  by  some  action  from  below,  and  that, 
from  some  inequality  in  the  action,  or  from  some  external 
cauFe,  the  bed  on  which  they  lay  together  with  its  associate 
strata,  had  collapsed  towards  the  centre,  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  would  appear  to  have  been  thrown  up  into  a  ver- 
tical position,  if  the  incurvatcd  part  had  been  concealed. 

A  few  miles  from  this  remarkable  gsp,  on  the  road  to- 
wards Frostburgy  a  change  in  the  formations  takes  place  ; 
the  sandstone  becomes  micaceous,  and  the  shales  alternate 
with  bands  of  limestone.  The  country  now  rises  over 
Dan*s  mountain,  the  eastern  limit  here  of  the  Western 
bituminous  coal  field,  to  Frostburg,  ten  miles  from  Cum- 
berland, and  it  is  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place,  which  is 
about  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  level  of 
tide-water»  that  those  fine  veins  of  bituminous  coal  have 
been  opened  which  are  herraiVer,  when  the  cana'l  is  finish- 
ed; to  come  in  competition  with  the  other  bituminous  coals 
on  the  Atlantic  border.  One  of  the  veins  here,  of  which 
there  appear  to  be  four  regularly  developed,  giving  twenty 
feet  of  coal,  is  ten  feet  thick,  and  would  be  all  of  a  very 
excellent  quality,  if  it  were  not  for  a  deposite  of  shale, 
from  six  to  twelve  inches  thick,  b  the  centre  of  the  vein. 
A  very  great  advantage  which  this  coal,  in  common  with 
all  the  bituminous  coal  mines  of  the  West  possesses,  is, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  deficiency  of  the  several  forma- 
tions of  the  geological  column,  which  has  been  before  men- 
tioned, and  the  elevation  of  the  region  above  the  river  lev* 
els,  the  coal  is  excavated  with  comparatively  little  cost, 
and,  dipping  gently  to  the  west,  the  drainage  is  easily  ef«- 
fected.  The  hydrates  of  iron,  also,  of  this  neighborhood, 
are  very  promising,  but  the  continuity  of  depositee  of  this 
character  is  very  variable,  and  no  calculation  can  be  made 
either  of  their  extent  or  thicJtness,  unless  the  beds  have 
been  very  generally  worked  and  for  a  long  time.  This  is 
not  the  case  with  the  coal,  which  takes  its  origin  from  a 
different  cause,  and  which  develope  itself  in  many  neigh- 
boring localities,  with  the  greatest  assurance  of  its  being 
continuous,  Frostburg  is  the  summit-level  of  the  country, 
and  the  beds  lie  generally  in  the  same  horizontal  manner 
in  which  they  were  deposited  ;  from  which  the  inference 
nay  be  safely  drawn  that  they  were  deposited  posterior  to 
^  the  movement  which  has  given  an  anticlinal  arrangtroent 
to  all  the  beds  lying  between  them  and  Georgetown. 

From  Frostburg  I  descended  the  valley  of  George's  creek 

*  Some  of  the  recentspeeies  of  fiici  are  many  hundred  feet  in  lenetlu 
aod  havs  a  small  bladder  ai  the  end  of  their  laavw,  by  the  aid  of  vOch 
theyflosu 


eighteen  milesf  to  the  village  of  Westemport,  on  the  norik* 
ern  branch  of  the  Potomac  The  valley  is  bemissd  in  \^ 
lofty  hills,  containing  various  veins  of  coaL  Three  miln 
beyond  We^iernport  and  one  beyond  the  mouth  of  Safsp 
river,  the  Potomac  has  worn  its  way  through  a  riJge,  if* 
paren'tly  nine  hundred  feet  high  at  least,  making  a  gap  sf 
a  mile  wide.  On  the  south  side  is  a  very  curiooi  veiucri 
section,  (Diagram  No.  14,*)  exhibiting  the  rare  spectadf 
of  six  workable  veins  of  coal,  containing  near  forty  fnttf 
cual  and  two  bands  of  iron  ore.  The  uppermoit  of  tlteae 
veins  is  about  sixteen  feet  thick,  and  is  about  eight hao. 
dred  feet  from  the  level  of  the  river.  The  six-feet  mn  cf 
this  locality  has  a  band  about  one  foot  thick  of  arg^laraon 
shale  in  the  centre,  like  the  vein  at  Frostburg,  aod  tkt 
three-feet  vein  is  somewhat  pyritifcrous.  Theee  drcun- 
stances  may  assist  future  observers  in  their  inqoria 
whether  these  veins  are  continuous  and  identical.  1^ 
coal  is  nearly  at  the  same  height  at  both  localities,  Fmt- 
burg  being  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seveotji«i 
feet  above  the  level  of  Cumberland,  and  the  summit  of  ifai 
section  near  Savage  river  having  about  the  same  eIenbo% 
the  truncated  mountain  being  perhaps  nine  bundml  ml 
fifty  feet  high,  and  the  fall  to  Cumberland  from  thence  ]»• 
ing  about  three  hundred  and  thirty  feet.  The  veiw  d 
both  places  dip  to  the  west,  t  regretted  at  the  time  ott 
having  leisure  to  examine  this  subject  more  minutely  wiik 
reference  to  the  general  continuity  of  the  veins.  Win 
the  impedimentsf  to  the  navigation  shall  at  some  fatea 
period  be  Overcome,  there  will  be  no  part  of  tba  worii, 
perhaps,  where  coal  can  l>e  mined  and  shipped  with  gitil- 
er  facility  than  at  the  Savage  mnontrtin.  The  galkiia 
can  bo  constructed  in  the  broad  face  of  day,  and  the  omI 
let  down  by  drops  to  the  boats  below.  I  remember  ttetf 
this  admirable  contrivance  at  Sunderland,  in  England]  :tlii 
coal  being  brought  from  the  mines  to  the  river  at  an  elm- 
tion  of  several  hundred  feet,  one  car  at  a  time,  laden  vlk 
coal,  was  carried  oot  by  machinery,  and  suspended  mi 
that  part  of  the  river  where  the  vessel  lay  ;  it  was  tbea  Irt 
down,  with  the  man  accompanying  it,  within  a  modoii 
distance  from  the  open  hatches;  the  man  then  tonchiagi 
spring,  the  bottom  of  the  car  was  let  go,  snd  the  ad 
dropped  igto  the  hold  ;  the  car  was  then  hoisted  up  igiiBi 
and  another  lot  down. 

Returning  to  Cumberland  from  Westemport,  adistiiw 
of  twenty-eight  miles,  by  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  vft 
as  it  was  practicable,  I  had  a  fine  opportunity  of  ol«eni«( 
the  river  sections  in  a  part  of  the  country  remaikaUj  wSl 
and  picturesque,  where  the  river  occasionally  woondili 
way  through  very  narrow  mountainous  goiges.  Not  fc 
from  Westemport,  on  the  left  bank,  there  is  another  cd 
vein,  of  about  twelve  feet,  tvhich  I  was  told  reappeared « 
the  southern  or  Virginia  side,  at  nearly  the  same  leH 
about  three  miles  distant.  The  termination  of  the  cflil 
field  was  soon  marked  by  the  reapperance  of  anticlinal  ib^ 
contorted  limestone  beds  alternating  with  shale.  8oiB»- 
times  the  hills  come  down  to  the  left  bank  so  abruptljn 
to  make  it  necessary  to  cross  to  the  Virginia  shore.  AtoK 
place  the  mountain  descends  in  an  inclination  of  sereo^ 
degrees  to  the  river,  and  a  bridle-path  has  been  mad^ 
which  crosses  this  slope  at  an  elevation  of  five  boodfel 
feet,  over  which  a  careless  traveller  might  be  easily  pn- 
cipitated.  This  was  a  section  of  Dan*s  mooouin,  v^ 
I  hsd  before  crossed  on  my  way  1,6  Frostburg.  Osd^ 
scending  the  east  side  of  this  mountain,  I  came  in  riev  of 
a  most  striking  section  oi  the  limestone  beds  on  theopfioii^ 
bank  of  the  Potomac,  where  the  flexure  of  the  rod*^ 
occasionally  continued  in  an  anticlinal  and  synclinil  liofi 
upon  a  large  scale,  and  the  surface  had  been  so  curioailf 

♦  la  this  dlagnim  the  thickness  and  8acceari>  n  of  tbe  eoiJ  ^"J* 
put  down  .wiihovt  reference  to  ilie  itiirlrnesi  «f  the  bedi  ^  ■n**" 
which  separate  them.  ,    ^ 

t  lo  thirtycme  miles  the  fall  is  three  hundred  and  xynoxj^ovm 
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removed  in  vnrious  parts,  that  ■ometimec  •  perfect  arch  wae 
Ht,  and  at  other  tiroes  an  inverted  one.  Ifiagram  No  16 
repreaenls  one  of  these  sections. 

From  Cumberland  I  now  went  in  a  northerly  direction 
near  forty  miles  to  Bedford,  along  a  valley  between  Will's 
mountain  on  the  west,  and  Eviit's  mountain,  a  somewhat 
•mailer  ridge,  on  the  east.     The  red  shale  which  underlies 
Will's  mountain  at  Cumherland,  constaully  appears  subor« 
dinate  to  the  sandstone  ott  this  route.    The  valley  abounds 
with  knolls  of  limestone,  containing  fossils  of  the  carbonif- 
erous limestone,  rosembling  the  knolls  in  Allegany  county, 
Virginia,  lower  down  on  this  range,  about  two  hundred 
miles  south,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Sweet  springs.     The 
constancy  of  the  phenomena  connected  with  the  anticlinal 
arrangement  of  the  whole  series  of  Allegany  ridges,  seems 
to  suggest  the  true  explanation  uf  their  origin.     Prior  to 
this  undalatiag  elevatory   movement,  the  level  of  these 
beds  seems  not  only  to  have  been  higher,  but  to  have  been 
cuntinuoua  and  without  valleys.    Whilst  some  parts  of  the 
strata  were  forced  up  into  the  anticlinal  form,  in  a  constant 
magnetic  direction,  the  intervening  distance  betwixt  each 
axis  or  ridge  would  probably  be  thrown  into  a  ruinous  state, 
and  as  the  dry  land  rose  and  the  waters  retired,  the  ruins 
would  at  length  be  borne  away,  and  the  valleys  remaim 
All  these  ridges,  however,  are  not  in  a  perfectly  anticlinal 
Mate  at  present.     At  Prospect  rock,  at  the  top  of  the  Caca* 
pon  mountain,  in  Morgan  county,  Virginia,  the  strata  have 
an  easterly  dip,  whilst  on  the  west  side  the  lieds  are  trun- 
cated, and  the  greater  portion  of  the  mountain  on  this  side 
•eems  to  have  been  carried  away.     The  origin  I  have  here 
ittriboled  to  these  ridges  seems  the  more  proltable,  when 
it  is  considered  that  they  only  commence  where  the  sbalee 
some  in,  which,  being  easily  removed,  soon  cause  the  ruin 
Df  the  supcrinearabent  strata. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Bedford,  which  is  remarkable  for  iu 
efficacious  mineral  waters,  the  limestone  and  shale  alternate, 
rhe  limestone,  in  strong  strata,  contains  impresaions  of 
>rodocta,  spirifars,  and  cardia,  and  in  a  crumbling  aboJe 
■operincombent,  I  found  great  <|uantitiea  both  of  bellerophon 
lad  goaUtitae. 

Prom  this  place  I  pursued  a  northwesterly  coarse  again, 
owards  the  bituminous  coal  field,  passing  over  the  nsuaJ 
edsof  limestone,  shale,  and  sandstone.  Fifteen -miles 
rom  Beiiford  I  again  came  upon  the  great  horiaontal  da- 
•ositee  of  the  country,  from  whence  the  waters  flow  to  the 
fhio,  called  here  the  Backbone  mountain,  in  many  places 
le  great  Allegany  mountain,  but  which,  from  ita  being  the 
onstant  limit,  during  its  long  course,  of  the  great  West- 
m  bitominoua  coal  6eld,  should  be  known  by  a  general 
iiaracteriatic  name.  Here,  on  the  tihellburg  road,  the 
loan  tain  is  twelve  miles  from  base  to  base,  and  has  a  table 
nd  at  the  summit  of  eight  miles  broad.  Advancing  to  the 
immit,  a  regular  millstone  grit  occurs,  with  beds  of  con- 
omerata,  underlain  by  shale;  and  at  the  top,  about  half 
mile  to  the  right  of  the  road,  there  is  a  coal  vein  worked 
f  a  pervon  named  Stotler,  aboutseven  feet  wide,  with  two 
et  of  bitamioous  shale  in  the  centre.  This  vein  is  per* 
ctly  horizontal,  and  conforms  to  the  subjacent  strata. 
From  hence  to  Pittsburg,  about  eighty  miles,  the  coal 
nstantlj  crops  out  in  all  the  ravfnes  and  in  desoendiog 
ost  of  the  hills.  Opposite  \a  tliis  prosperona  town*  at  the 
nction  of  ih9  Monongahela  with  the  Ohio,  there  is  a  Ana 
ction,  about  400  feet  high,  containing  a  six  feet  vein,  which 
IS  been  lonff  worked  for  the  use  oi  the  eity.  It  woaU  be 
perfluoua  in  me  to  allude  to  other  localities,  or  to  those 
tich  are  eo  exceedingly  interesting  up  the  valley  of  the 
onongabela*  it  having  been  recently  done  with  roach 
tail  and  accuracy.*  The  great  extent  also  of  this  West- 
I  coal  region  is  su6ScientIy  known  to  convey  an  adequate 

Pr.  S.  P.  HJldrmb  "  on  the  bituminous  cnal  deposites  of  the  valley 
Iss  OUo,"  *c-— See  SUiiiaaa't  Jonrnal,  OetolMr,  18V. 


idea  of  its  vast  resoarces.*  Mr.  R.  C.  Taylor  estimates 
the  area  covered  by  certain  counties  in  Pennsylvania  which 
lie  within  it,  to  cover  twenty-one  thousand  square  miles, 
exclusive  of  other  counties  which  lie  partially  out  of  it. 
If  to  this  are  added  the  extensive  depositee  in  Ohio,  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Indiana,  and  Mis« 
souri,  we  see  sufficient  reasons  for  indulging  the  most 
sanguine  anticipations  of  the  future  wealth  to  t)e  accumu- 
lated in  this  part  of  the  country.  But  it  is  not  the  coal 
alon»— its  concomitsntSk  iron  and  salt,  will  aid  in  acoelera* 
ting  its  prosperity.  Although  the  general  geological  arrange, 
ment  of  the  coal  aneasures  in  the  United  States  and  in  En- 
gland is  veiy  similar,  ss  to  the  mineral  structure  of  the  beds, 
the  organic  incidents,  and  the  associsis  deposil<Ss  of  iron, 
yet  the  analogy  does  not  hold  as  respects  the  salt.  I  shall 
make  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject  by-and*by,  which  will 
be  comparatively  useful  to  observers  here.  The  beds  of 
the  coal  measures  in  the  northern  counties  of  England,  are 
irregular  alternations  of  aandstonea,  composed  of  fragments 
of  silex,  mica,  and  felspar  with  a  mineral  cement,  schistose 
claysy  beds,  aiod  veins  of  bituminous  cosl.  I'he  schistose 
beds  contain  inin-stone,  in  nodules  and  layers,  which  ap- 
pear to  be  formed  by  molecular  attraction  in  the  ancient 
muds,  now  beconie  shale.  The  sandstones  are  very  fissile^ 
o  xing  to  the  dis|)osiiion  of  the  mica ;  they  consist  of  rounded 
granular  quarts,  from  masses  of  which  their  constituent 
parts  may  have  been  detached  with  the  mica.  In  thia 
country  there  are  numerous  thick  beds  of  sandvtone  formed 
with  rounded  grains  ol  quartz  in  the  upper  part  of  the  car- 
bonilerous  limestone  formation  as  well  as  the  millstone  grit, 
which  have  no  mica.  The  aandstonea  with  mica,  here 
spoken  of,  are  much  less  coherent  than  the  micaceoaasand- 
stones  ia  connexion  with  the  primary  rocks,  of  which  tliera 
are  some  fine  exanq>les  up  Rock  creek,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

These  fissile  sandstones  freqneDtly  contain  stems  and 
fragments  of  terrestrial  plants,  and  are  often  separated  by 
beds  of  limestone  containing  marine  shells.  The  abrupt 
changes  of  these  mineral  sipata,  and  their  organic  contents, 
often  without  adnrixtore,  show  that  they  have  been  depos- 
ited not  at  dietinct  periods  alone,  but  under  drcamstanoes 
widely  different.  The  strata  appear  at  one  time  to  have 
been  covered  with  calcareooa  aalt  waters,  which  subse« 
quently  became  dry  land,  and  afterwards  reeeived  argilla- 
ceous depoeiles  of  mechanical  origin,  bronght  by  fresh 
water,  in  the  OMnner  alluded  to  when  the  wealden  group 
was  treated  of.  In  soma  of  these  shalea,  the  remains  of 
fossil  unios  are  found  associated  with  the  plants,  showing 
that  the  same  state  of  things  existed  in  the  muds  of  the 
estuaries  and  rivers  of  ancient  geological  periods,  which 
we  are  conatantly  observing  on  this  continent  under  the 
present  order  of  naiore.  These  onios  are  found  in  great 
abundance  in  the  Jarrow  colliery,  in  the  Newcastle  dis- 
trict, many  of  them  lying  with  the  valves  gaping  epen,  and 
proving  conclusively  that  the  bed  where  they  are  now 
found  was  once  the  surface  of  the  earth,  though  now  many 
hundred  feet  below  4(.f  /fbis  bad  is  only  one  of  a  number 
similarly  sitoatsd,  and  if  it  constituted  the  surface  •  seA« 
cient  period  of  time,  as  we  see  it  did,  to  admit  of  sucoes- 
sive  generations  of  plants  and  fresh-water  jnollosca  growl- 
ing on  it,  what  dnration  of  time  roust  be  allowed  for  the 
aggregate  formation  of  the  whole  coal  measures,  when 
each  bed  in  its  turn  constituted  the  surface  for  an  undefi- 


.  *  Besides  the  numerous  quaotity  of  veins  lying  high  and  drv  above 
tbe  ttreanit,  there  are  the  yet  unexplored  ones  lying  beneain  them. 
In  boring  for  mIi  water  in  many  {)ans  of  this  region,  many  coal  veins 
have  been  paated  throueh,  ssnys  of  them  six  ana  eight  feet  ihtck. 
Those  in  thn  Newcastle  oTisirlct,  Bogland,  known  as  the  high  and  low 
main  seams,  which  are  worked  at  great  depths,  are  known  to  extend 
ovar  150 miles  square,  and  have  been  mined  fw  several  ^ars. 

t  Similar  doservailons  have  been  made  here.  Pr.  Uildreih  (pages 
69,  70)  observes  that  fossil  unioa,  melania,  and  lymnea,  all  nesh- 
water  genera,  are  found  '*  in  a  bed  of  dark  carbonaceous  clay,''  at  a 
level  many  liMi  below  tbe  coaL 
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ned  poriod  ?  Attd  then  «vhat  are  we  to  think  of  the  period 
necesMury  for  the  deposition  of  ell  the  atratified  portion  of 
the  earth,  when  the  coal  ineaflttres  stend  in  to  email  a  re- 
Ution  to  the  whole  f 

This  portion  of  the  carboniferoac  group  preaente  also  the 
ri ngular  spectacle  of  Tegetable  foeeiis  prevailing  almost  to 
the  exelasion  of  all  others— a  circumstance  which  gives 
weight  to  the  vegetable  origin  of  bituminoos  coal.  Be- 
sides the  profusion  of  vegetable  fossil  imprsssions  found  on 
the  bituminous  shales  superineursbent  on  the  cool  Teins, 
we  find  the  leaves  and  stems  of  great  varieties  of  plants  dis- 
persed in  the  slaty  and  siliceous  beds  alternating  with  the 
coal,  as  if  they  had  bran  deposited  at  a  geologieal  epoch 
devoted  iUmost  exclusively  to  the  vegetation  of  plants. 
Assuming  the  vegetable  origin  of  ooal,  it  appears  most 
probaUe  that  ooal  veine  must  have  been  furnished  by  plants 
which  grew  on  the  spot,  as  peats  do*  at  present,  fn  cases 
whore  plants  have  accumul.'ited  by  being  swept  from  a  dis- 
taoce  into  particular  situations,  as  at  Bovey  Heathfleld,  in 
Devonshire,  where  whole  forests  eeem  to  have  swept  off 
from  the  Dartmoor  granite,  and  collected  in  a  basin  lower 
down,  we  most  expect  to  find  them,  as  they  are  there, 
mixed  op  with  gravel  and  detritus ;  but  that  does  not  oc- 
cur in  the  coal  veins ;  they  are  composed  of  pure  combus- 
tible matter,  although,  as  has  been  seen,  they  are  some- 
tioies  divided  by  argillaceous  layeni.  If  we  were  to  en* 
deavor  to  account  for  the  coal  measures  on  the  hypothesis 
of  pbnts  transported  from  more  elevated  and  distant  dis- 
tricts, in  vain  we  look  for  vestiges  of  such  districts,  lost  in 
admiration  at  the  changes  which  the  surface  has  under- 
gone. The  degree  of  bitnmination  belonging  to  the  many 
varieties  of  ooal,  and  upon  which  their  excellence  for  par- 
tienlar  purposes  depends,  may  be  caused  by  the  inherent 
foalities  of  the  plants  of  which -they  are  the  supposed  re- 
siduum. There  is  one  particular  in  which  the  bituminous 
coal  region  of  this  country  differs  widely  from  that  of  Eng- 
land :  here  the  beds  lie  generally  as  undisturbed  as  when 
they  were  deposited ;  there  they  have  been  dislocated  and 
shifted  in  a  surprising  manner.  There  are  instances  of 
fauUtf  in  the  Newcastle  district,  where  the  strata  have 
been  rent,  and  a  subsidence  of  one  portion  has  taken  place 
to  the  extent  of  140  fathoms,  near  850  feet.  When  this 
was  effected,  of  oourse  the  corresponding  part  would  have 
formed  an  escarpment  to  that  extent ;  yet  all  this  has  been 
nemoved,  for  the  surface  of  the  country  is  now  level. 

Not  having,  upon  this  occasion,  passed  through  the 
great  depositee  of  anthracite  coal,  I  shell  not  refer  to  them 
any  further  than  to  observe  that  they  are  totally  distinct, 
aa  to  their  geological  position,  from  the  bituminous  coals, 
end  of  a  distinct  quality.  With  some  exceptions,  as  at 
Broad-top  mountain,  in  Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania, 
they  are  entirety  non-bitumsnous,  and  are  all,  without  ox^ 
caption,  deposited  low  down,  amongst  what  have  been 
called  the  grauwacke  rooks,  and  in  that  group  wluch, 
when  it  comee  to  be  minutely  examined  «nd  compared, 
will,  I  have  no  doubt,  prove  the  equivalent  of  Mr.  Morchi- 
soo's  Silurian  rocks.  There  are  very  strong  resemblanoeo 
amoiipt  aome  of  the  fossil  plants  found  in  the  shales  of 
both  the  bituminous  and  non-bituminous  beds,  but  I  be- 
lieve the  amount  of  the  diffeienoes,  when  they  are  care- 
fully compared  by  experienced  observers,  which  measures 
are  taking  to  have  done,  will  prove  to  be  great  and  obarad* 
teristic. 

Depositcs  of  hydrate  of  iron  accompany  the  bituminous 
eoal  measures,  as  they  do  in  England,  hut  in  this  country 
they  vary  exceedingly  in  their  extent  and  capacity.  The 
beds  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Potomac  appear  to  be 
thick,  and,  if  they  are  continuous,  will  be  of  immonoe 
value.  The  depoeites  ia  the  vicinity  of  Frontburg  are  said 
to  give  a  thickness  of  fifty -four  feet.*     A  section  of  the 


strata  at  the  Junior  Furaace,*  Scioto,  Ohio,  shows  a  mas 
thickness  of  about  six  feet  in  three  beds  alterostiog  wifli 
coal.  The  depoeites  of  this  kind  vrhich  I  btve  exasnoBi 
tn  the  United  Statos  appear  to  have  been  mode  almoiiil 
from  fresh 'Water  chalybeatea,  loaded  with  ferruginoQi  ni- 
ter, which  accords  with  similar  beds  in  Eorope.  At  Ab- 
ersychan.  In  South  Wales,  England,  the  beds,  in  t  bnadi 
of  1 10  yards,  give  an  aggregate  thickness  of  4S  Isetfiib- 
ches  of  coal,  yielding  upwai^s  of  30,000  tons  to  theio^ 
whilst  the  numerous  depositee  of  hydrate  of  iron  altensliDi 
with  the  coal  veins  give  at  the  rate  of  15,000  tons  per  ten. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Taylor  stateef  that,  by  the  official  rstoim  d 
the  Monmouthshire  Canal  Company,  there  were  \inniA 
do  wn  to  the  wharves  of  Newport  from  that  district  ikoe^ 
in  one  year,  613,974  tons  of  coal,  and  104,lS9tourf 
iron. 

Thus  fsr  the  analogy  between  the  struetore  of  this  pa^ 
tion  of  the  geological  column  in  both  hemispheres  iseiBie 
bo  perfiBct;  it  fails,  however,  as  it  respects  the  srit,  Mk 
in  England  is  drawn  from  the  new  red  sandstone  gnsp, 
higher  up  in  the  series  than  the  coal  measures,  vliiht  is 
this  country,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  Ohio,  and  on  the  KflB> 
wha  in  Virginia,  the  coal  etrata  have  to  he  penetrated  ta 
arrive  at  the  aalt.  In  my  report  of  last  year,  I  gave  •  icctioB 
of  this  kind  700  foot  deep,  at  Kiskiminetas,  ia  PeimfyHi* 
nia.  Dr.  Hildrsth  states  thst,  twenty -five  miles  fron  ifct 
mouth  of  the  Muskingum,  wells  have  been  sunk  900  te 
deep  for  salt,  whteh  is  300  feet  below  the  level  of  liii- 
wster.  It  is  a  very  general  opinion  that  these  welli  si 
supplied  from  the  percolation  of  fresh  water  throogfa  tf- 
tain  saliferous  strata,  charged  with  particles  of  nh,  tfj 
of  oourse  suflSoiently  porous  to  be  pervious  to  wiv- 
These  strata  consist  of  porous,  whitish-colored,  fiM- 
grained  sandstone,  often  tinged  with  a  red  color;  ofei- 
reoua  rocks  of  a  harder  structure ;  marly  days,  eoniaB' 
ing  partidea  of  salt;  and  cavities,  formeriy  cootiiiill 
large  crystals.  These  general  characters  seem  tobec» 
mon  to  all  the  borings.  From  the  general  direction  dl^ 
salt-works  of  tins  country  an  inference  may  be  drawn  del 
these  saliferoos  rocks  run  parallel  to  the  directioa  of  ^ 
great  bituminous  coal  tfeld,  and  may,  in  feet,  conititsle  > 
mineral  zone,  vatumted  with  salt,  end  oonformiof  in  it 
general  direction  to  other  great  mineral  cones  psnidti  it 
on  the  east.  This  is  a  subject  highly  deserving  the  uo^ 
accurate  observation.  The  deeper  the  wells  are  rank,  Ai 
stronger  the  brines  are  found,  probably  on  account  of  Al 
exhausted  state  of  the  rocks  previously  used.  Gen«4f 
speaking,  also,  the  brinee  only  become  gypseous  A  ^ 
greatest  depths. 

Considering,  however,  the  Alleghany  or  Backbone  Doe- 
uin  alluded  to,  near  Shellburg,  in  Pennsylvanis,  utp^ 
geographical  boundary  separating  the  Western  bitossnc* 
coal  measures  from  all  the  «ithradte  beds  of  the  OtIanB 
rocks,  running  in  a  southwesterly  direction  to  joia  ^ 
Cumberland  mountains,  and  having  the  -sit  deporitet**' 
of  it,  we  find  some  important  ealines  east  of  tbif  ^ 
boundary,  as  at  Saltfille,  near  Abingdon,  in  WaaMogia 
county,  Virginia;  but  the  floor  of  this  vaHey,  lying  bK««> 
Clinch's  and  Walker's  mountama,  is  the  MgfaljiBdiBK 
limestone  found  east  of  Hancock,  in  Maryland,  alteraiiiif 
with  shale,  and  carrying  older  fossils  than  those  whkk  0 
found  even  in  the  carboniferous  limestone.  The  Abia|^ 
wells,  which  I  visited  in  1834)  are  in  a  totally  diftiAt 
depoaite  from  those  stony  strata  west  of  the  boundsiy  j^ 
described.  The  valley  in  question  has^  before  the  6tf^ 
of  the  salt,  bean  much  deeper  than  it  Is  now,  snd  hif  1^ 
partly  filled  up  by  gypseous  and  safiferoua  claya  b  ^ 
ging  the  firet  ten  feet,  they  go  through  a  blackiAi*^ 
which  forma  the  surfoee  of  die  whole  valley,  thsn  t*«i9 
feet  of  blue  and  reddish  clay,  then  thirty  foot  of  cisys  ^ 


*  Bepon  of  an  exsmioatira  of  the  cool  messoiss^ncliidiag  the  irasi  '      *  Dr.  Hildrelh*s  OtaswalloiM,  4be.   Sillhiaa,  OcL  .IMS,  M* 
ore  tepositss,  kc.    George  W.  Hughes,  U.  8.  ClvU  Engioeer,  p.  20.  f  Transactions  Qwilogical  Soctetj  of  Loodos,  vol.  8;  pp|» <*• 
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Bodi  intermizad  with  gypgoniy  and  lower  down,  to  tbottt 
mo  hnoHred  and  twelve  feew- the  grmilaet  depth  they  hav« 
«en  obliged  to  g;Q»  for  here  the  boring  inatrumente  drop 
Dto  an  unaeaaarad  depoaita  of  brtne — through  maaata  of 
7|Miuny*  lometiniee  containing  a  little  clay,  and  occaaion- 
lly  oompaet  argtllaceooa  laminas,  with  ferraginoiia  pebbiea 
nd  peicee  of  aandalone.  In  the  immediate  rictnity  of 
htte  Mlt^weUa  are  eztenaiTe  diy  depoaitea  of  gypeam, 
rheve  it  ia  quarried  for  the  use  of  the  adjaeant  country. 
rhere  are  alao  othera  higher  up  (he  vaUey,  nearer  the 
onreea  of  the  Holaten.  The  average  qoanitty  of  brine 
icoeaaary  to  make  a  buahel  of  aalt  at  Kenawha  ia  aatd  to 
e  about  aeventy  gallona,  but  at  Saliville,  twenty-four  gai- 
ns are  aufficienC  to  make  one  buthel,  and  thia  of  the  pu- 
nt kind,  there  being  no  tracea  of  mariate  of  lime  in  it, 
rhich  ia  ao  treubleeome  at  the  other  aalt-worka  where  the 
line  acta  upon  caleare^tu  rooka.  The  brine  here  ooinea 
mm  the  pumps  loaded  with  aulphaie  of  lime  or  -gypann, 
'hich  iadepoettcd  in  theiarmof  blocking  in  the  pane  where 
k  brine  ia  boikd.  Theae  aalinea  appear  to  be  inezhauat- 
lie.  Ligneoua  fuel,  however,  ia  rapidly  diaappcaring 
wn  the  neighborhood,  and  the  proprietora  woula  do  well 
9  inalitate  a  aearch  foi  coaJ,  which  may  probably  be  found 
ithe  ficinity. 

The  geological  poailion  of  Pitubnrg  ia  intareating.  The 
Jleghany  aaid  Monongahela  rivera  unite  here  to  form  the 
Hiio.  In  ancient  timea^  before  the  atreana  ef  t^a  eonti- 
mt  were  reduced  to  their  preaent  level,  the  mud  they 
teoght  down  waa  depoeiled  at  the  point  of  their  confln- 
noa;  thia,  aiiiee  the  lowering  of  the  atreama,  haa  become 
^  triangular  alluvial  dapoaita  where  PitUborg  ia  built, 
nd  which  now  oocupiea  almoat  the  whole  area.  From  thia 
lace  the  country  dcacenda  parallel  with  the  Ohio  river, 
rkoae  banka  of  ^temate  aaodatone,  ahale,  and  Umeatone, 
ra  from  950  to  460  feet  high,  to  Beaver,  in  Ohio,  where, 
1  the  valley  of  the  Big  Beaver  river,  aeveral  coal  vema  are 
haerved.  The  country  tknv  risca  to  Ravenna,  the  aom- 
lit-Ievel  of  thia  part  of  Ohio,  about  1,140  feet  above  tide- 
'■ter.  Bouldera  and  gravel  of  primary  rocka  are  for  the 
nt  time  found  on  the  route  here,  and-  continue  to  increaae 
i  proceeding  westward  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  upon  Lake 
trie,  sixty- four  milea  distant  Here  W8  lurve  the  evidence 
r  a  lowering;  of  level  of  the  Weatem  waters,  a  low  rich 
lluvial  flat  extending  from  the  banks  of  the  lake,  about 
lij  feet  high,  three  milea  eaat  to  its  ancient  border.  The 
uue  appearance  preaeota  itaelf  in  various  parts  of  the  shore 
P  thia  lake,  aa  well  aa  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario.  At 
indudiy  regular  beds  of  Uie  carboniferoaa  limeatone,  with 
I  uaoal  foaaila,  are  found.  On  thia  great  level  the  fomm- 
■na  change  no  more  for  an  immenae  diatinoe  in  the  line 
f  my  route.  On  the  approach  to  Detroit,  nothing  ia  to  be 
«n  but  a  low  aedgy  shore  to  the  weet,  and  a  flat  country 
t  the  eaat,  conaiating  ef  aand  and  clay,  without  any  sen- 
ble  inequality  of  surface,  being  the  (dd  lacustrine  depoa- 
%  when  the  whole  of  thie  region  formed  one  large  lake. 
Ida  appeaia  to  have  become  dry  land  at  the  lowering  of 
«  watera  of  thia  continent,  more  than  once  already  allud- 
I  to.  At  Fort  Gratiot,  seventy-flve  miles  from  Detroit, 
iding  aome  anodontas  on  the  shore  of  the  8t.  Glair  river, 
bad  the  cariosity  to  dig  into  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the 
nk  of  the  river,  about  thirty  feet  high,  where  I  found 
eat  quantitiea  of  unioa,  anodontaa,  and  numeroaa  frpsh- 
■ter  ahetia  inclosed  in  the  clay ;  those  near  the  level  of  the 

•  Thrre  ia  a  aniking  analogv  b«iweea  tbiadepoaUe  and  ihciae  of  fa- 
il, on  the  Omundea  lake,  in  Oermanx,  which  originally  gave  its 
me  to  8«lzburgh.  There  la  an  intereeilng  paper  In  tho  American 
nroal.  Ax.  for  JaDuary ,  IrSS,  from  nn  officer  in  the  United  Siatea  oa- 
'  who  vialied  ihuae  aaii  wvrlca,  in  which  he  aaya, "  The  gangue  of  the 
tt,  if  the  word  may  be  uaed,  is  composed  chiefly  of  a  clayey  earth, 
ixed  ap  whh  Irrvgular  blocks  of  sulphate  of  time.  The  aalt  is  min- 
Rl  with  theaa,  usually  In  suaia  ol  fiwn  six  inches  to  two  feei  in 
ickneis."  Fresh  water  is  let  into  the  chambt  n*  of  these  deposites, 
d  wl»en  saxunued  is  drawn  off.  This  is  probably  the  natural  man- 
If  in  which  the  brine  is  formed  at  SaltviUe. 


water  were  quite  aoft,  but  indurated  afterwarda,  and  proved 
to  be  the  same  apeciea  aa  othera  now  found  in  the  neighbor* 
ing  parte  of  the  lake.  The  nex  t  two  hundred  and  thirty  -five 
miles,  to  the  island  of  Miehilimackinac,  I  made  on  the  lake.* 
This  ia  a  amall  island,  formed  of  a  soft  and  extremely  po>- 
roua  cakaieoua  rock,  broken  down  irom  top  to  bottom  into 
a  breoda,  and  ra-cemented.  It  haa  at  aome  period  been 
much  higher  than  it  ia,  iaolated  portiona  atiil  remaining  far 
above  the  general  level.  The  8ogar-Ioa(  a  sort  of  pinna^ 
cle,  or  out-lier,  ia  an  inatanee  of  thia.  It  ia  a  brecciated 
pillar,  compoeed  of  adhesive  portions  of  the  old  calcareona 
beds,  which  have  reaiatod  tha  eaaaes  that  have  overthrown 
the  atratification ;  aome  of  the  masses  are  vertical,  otbi^ 
highly  inclined,  and  aome  horizontal.  In  aooM  parte  of 
the  iaiand  the  beds  were  not  ao  much  diatnilied,  and  were 
nnderiain  by  aoft,  marly,  broken-down,  caloareous  matter. 
I  aaw  very  heavy  masaea  of  the  aame  porooa  limeatone 
which  had  been  fiahed  up  in  the  hay,  which  provea  that 
the  island  ia  an  out-lier,  greatly  raduced  in  aixe,  of  what 
was  once  connected  with  the  adjacent  country.  Tliis  my 
time  did  not  jpermit  me  to  viait.  Then  is  not  much  to  occu* 
py  a  geologist  on  thia  island,  but  in  my  walka  to  a  email 
plantation  called  the  Farm  of  the  Miaaion,  I  aaw  an  exten* 
aive  lacuatrine  depoaite,  foil  of  various  apecies  of  planorbi% 
dec.,  of  the  uaoal  kind,  the  which,  if  1  had  aean  any  one 
to  impart  the  information  to,  f  ahoold  have  informed  them 
would  heve  greatly  imprevod  their  aoanty  ciope,  if  thc^ 
had  thought  proper  to  dreaa  their  lands  with  it. 

Intending  to  atrike  the  Miasiaaippi  by  way  of  the  Wi». 
konsan  river,  I  proceeded  from  thii  point  to  the  mouth  ef 
Fox  river,  at  the  bottom  of  Green  bey  of  Ijake  Michigan, 
where  Fort  Howard  is  aitoated,  and  where  a  flourishing 
village  named  Navarino,  is  rapidly  growing  up.  I  had  no 
opportunity  of  landing  ai  any  of  the  ialands  in  Lake  Michi- 
gan, but  paaaed  sufficiently  near  to  the  fine  srrtions  ex- 
hibited in  the  lofty  banka  of  the  southernmost  of  the 
Wagooabugameasuro,  or  Fox  ialands,  to  perceive  they 
were  a  white  incoherent  sandatone,  aueh  as  I  subeequently 
met  extensive  beds  of  further  to  the  aouthwest.  On  ex- 
amining the  country  as  rapidly  aa  my  time  permitted,  I 
found  a  ledge  of  atrong  horiaontal  b^s  of  earboniferoua 
liBMstone,  about  eight  miles  from  Navarino  on  the  east, 
•and  diatant  about  two  miles  from  the  lake ;  theae  contained 
orthooera,  together  with  the  characteristic  foaaila.  Between 
this  ledge  and  the  afaore  other  indisputable  evidencea  pre- 
sent themselves  of  the  receaaion  of  the  watera  of  the  lake. 
The  eoil  about  Navarino  is  a  rich  siliceo-calcareoua  loam, 
of  the  greatest  fertility. 

At  this  place  thai  singular  phenomenon  which  waa  ob- 
served by  the  old  French  discoverers,  and  which  ia  men- 
tioned 1^  Charievoix,  etiil  attracta  the  attention  of  th«i 
traveller.  I  had  obeerved  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort 
Qratiot,  on  Lake  Huron,  evidencea  of  a  varying  level  of 
the  wutera ;  but  as  it  did  not  diflcT  from  that  of  all  largo 
bodiea  of  freah  water,  I  attributed  it  to  the  influence  of  the 
winds  on  the  aurface ;  but  here  is  a  perfect  representation 
of  a  tidal  shore.  I  had  put  rods  down  to  form  aome  eati- 
mate  of  this  movement,  and  aacertained,  soon  after  my  ar- 
rival, that  from  6  P.  M.  to  11  A.  M.  of  tho  succeeding 
day,  the  water  had  ebbed  twenty- four  Icet,  and  one  foot 

*  It  appeared  to  me  aomrwbal  remarkable  that  on  this  already  im- 
portant ime  of  navigation  to  Miehilimackinac  and  the  Wiskonsan  Ter- 
ritory, frequented  by  the  craft  of  the  country  and  by  steambuata  of  the 
largest  btirden,  the  mapa  should  be  ao  alauidly  errooeciui  aa  ihev 
are,  as  \p  the  distances.  In  those  which  I  had,  and  I  believed  myself 
to  have  the  best,  PresQ|uM8le  is  put  down  a  great  deal  too  near  to  Mi. 
chilimacklnac,  and  Mi«tdle  island  occvpies  the  place  wliere  ThunJnr 
Inland  ought  to  t>e.  Tiie  f  •Mowing  taiile  of  distances  was  corrected  for 
inn  by  ao  exr>erienced  navigator  on  this  lake: 
Fort  Oratiut  to  Point  aiur  Barques        ...  70  miles. 

U)  Thunder  Island  ...  70 

to  Middle  island   ....  12 

to  Presqu'isle        .  .  .  .  JS 

to  Bo«s  Blanc,  callnl  Bobljelo     -  -  55 

to  Miehilimackinac         •  •  •  10 


312 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  Sf  8eatorC$  Register. 


36th  CoKo.  ItiSxts.] 


Geologieai  Rtctmnoitsance, 


perpendioular  Sobsequently  I  foand  the  flax  and  reflux  ! 
to  be  quite  irragular  as  to  penodv»  althoagb  the  phenome- 
non is  of  daiiy  oocurrenoe:  and  this  wm^  confirmed  to  me 
by  an  intelligent  resident  of  the  place,  who  was  in  the 
habit  of  observing  it  both  winter  and  sammer.  In  the 
winter  he  informed  me  the  ice  forma  in  a  solid  mass  to  the 
bottom  near  to  the  shores,  whilst  in  the  centre  of  the  river, 
the  water  at  the  flow  lifts  up  the  ice,  which,  when  the  re- 
flax  takes  place,  cracks,  and  is  swayed  down  again.  The 
obaerrations  which  Giovernor  Cass  made  near  the  mouth  of 
Fox  river  in  1628,*  ahow  an  extreme  irregularity  in  the 
periods  of  this  rise  and  fall,  and  which  is  totally  inconsistent 
with  the  regular  recurrences  of  lunar  influence.  In  the 
naper  referred  to,  which  is  from  the  able  pen  of  Major 
Whiting,  U.  8.  A.,  there  b  a  letter  from  Governor  Casa, 
which  explains  the  phenomenon  by  a  reference  to  causae 
as  constant  and  irregular  ai  the  phenomenon  itself.  Green 
bay  is  an  arm  of  Lake  Michigan,  running  nearly  paiellel 
to  it,  and  about  one-fourth  of  its  length.  Lake  Michigan 
is  about  three  hundred  miles  long  and  fifty  broad,  holding 
a  straight  course  somewhat  east  of  north,  (parallel  to  all 
the  characteristic  mineral  directions  of  this  continent. ) 
€k>vemor  Cass  supposes  that  when  the  northerly  winds  are 
packing  up  the  waters  at  the  mouth  of  Fox  river,  the 
wind-tide  conlinoes  still  driving  on  towards  Chicago  at  the 
•outhem  end  of  Lake  Michigan ;  the  effi^ct  of  which,  by 
lowering  the  level  at  the  mouth  of  Qneen  bay,  will  cause 
an  ebb  from  the  bay  into  the  lake,  which  will  equally  pre- 
vail at  Fox  river,  and  this  oven  during  the  existence  of  the 
wind  that  hai>  caused  the  flow  there.  This  would  ex- 
plain the  reason  of  Charlevoix's  surprise  at  seeing  his  ca- 
noe floating  oiTin  the  £bco  of  the  wind.  A  series  of  obser- 
vations made  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Gratiot,  at  Sagi- 
naw bay,  at  Chicago,  and  Green  bay,  noting  accurately 
the  contemporaneous  state  of  the  windi,  and  any  change  of 
level  at  Michilimackinac,  where  the  same  wind  would  act 
npon  Lake  Huron,  would  probably  conflmi  the  very  judi- 
cious opinion  of  Governor  Cass. 

From  this  place  there  is  canoe  and  flat-boat  naviga- 
tion up  Lower  Fox  river  to  Lake  Winnebago.  At  a  dis- 
tance of  about  (otiy  miles,  the  banks  of  the  river  are  quite 
remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  their  slopes  ;  and  the  general 
fertility  of  the  soil,  composed  of  siliceo -calcareous  earth,* 
mixed  up  with  vegetable  matter,  will  soon  bring  a  great 
population  into  this  part  of  the  country.  On  approaching 
the  rapidd  of  Kahkawning,  called  Cocolo  by  the  Canadians, 
the  well' wooded  banks  of  the  river  slope  in  such  a  uniform 
and  graceful  manner,  that  the  broad  stream  seems  to  be 
gHding  through  an  amphitheatre.  There  is  a  large' flat 
area  at  these  falls,  which  seem  to  have  a  descent  of  about 
twvnty  feet  to  the  mile,  across  which  is  a  portage,  served 
by  the  drunken  Winnebagoes  of  this  place.  The  water 
falls  over  horizontal  beds  of  the  caihoniferous  limestone. 
Twelve  miles  further  the  river  falls  about  six  feet  over 
another  ledge  of  the  same  formatioti,  at  a  place  called  La 
Grande  Chute.  Coasting  the  west  shore  of  the  lake, 
which  lies  low,  aud  is  crowded  with  fine  forest  trees  spring- 
ing from  the  richest  soil,  I  reached  the  Pawagun,  or  Wolf 
river,  in  about  twenty  milen.  The  sborrs  of  all  the  waters 
here  proiluce  great  quantities  of  sisania  aqoatiea,  or  wild 
rice,  from  which  the  Meiiomonic^,  or  rice-caters,  receive 
their  name.  From  this  place,  for  about  one  hundred  mileti, 
^he  country  lies  very  low,  tlie  elevations  of  land  being 
trifling,  and  principally  composed  of  the  £<and  resulting 
from  the  disintegration  of  ancient  Iteds  of  sandstone ;  it 
may  Ite  considered,  with  this  exception,  a  great  rice  swamp. 
At  a  place  called  Apackquay,  or  Rush  lake,  1  ^aw  several 
*  thouxand  acres  of  zizania  together,  two  miles  in  one  di- 
rection and  five  or  six  in  another,  resembling  an  immense 
field  of  wheat,   with  the  heads  just  formed  and  waving 
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about  At  other  placea  the  chanoel  went  for  grest  dis- 
tances through  dense  areas  of  wild-  rice  stalks,  (en  feet  hi|b, 
mixed  up  with  rushes  and  other  aquatic  plants,  lo  uto 
exclude  every  object  but  the  sky.  At  tim^the  wiierirat 
so  shallow  it  was  with  difiiculty  the  canoe  could  bs  fanA 
through  it.  Often  it  was  necessary  to  trust  sltogstber  to 
the  compass,  and  the  immediate  approach  to  Fort  Wiaai- 
bago  waa  so  tortuous,  the  channel  so  often  tnroed  bark  npN 
itself,  tbot  the  compass  waa  <iuite  uaeleae.  Wbstever  thi 
direction,  the  country  is  covered  with  these  tall  plsnta,  asd 
the  grasses  on  the  land,  when  you  succeed  in  getting  Uitrc^ 
are  ao  rank  (now  that  the  the'  buffalo  has  left  tbi«  ptrtif 
the  country)  that  it  is  difllcult  to  advance.  It  is  in  &ct  tkt 
summit-level  of  this  part  of  the  country,  the  Fox  rita 
draining  it  towardathe  north,  and  Rock  river  and  tbcWii- 
konsan  draining  it  towards  the  south.  Before  the  reirett  d 
the  waters,  which  has  been  before  spoken  of,  which- pei- 
haps  was  contemporaneous  with  the  disintegratioD  of  tte 
sandstone  these  extensive  rice  swamps  have  been  bb^ 
and  it  is  only  since  their  subsidence  that  the  zizanis  biite- 
gUD  to  grow. 

Ii^the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Winnebago  diecoantrrte- 
gins  to  rise,  and  the  beds  of  carboniferous  limestooe  A- 
servrd  in  Lower  Fox  river,  are  overlain  by  beds  of  qoui- 
sose  sandstone,  having  occasional  ailiceo-adcsrsoqs  mia 
amongst  them.  The  sandstone  bedtr  are  horixontsl,  diss* 
tegrate  easily,  and  are  often  variegated  in  color,  havBf 
red,  orange,  and  dark  tints.  I  was  taken  to  a  kwali^  ii 
the  neighborhood  of  the  fort  where  this  rtooe  bad  bed 
quarried,  and  became  immediately  aware  that  I  was  in  ihi 
vicinity  of  a  galeniferous  district,  fi>r  I  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  analogous  formation  in  the  State  of  Minouri,  td 
wliich  is  spoken  of  in  my  report  of  last  year. 

From  Fort  Winnebago  there  is  a  portage  to  the  Witkfli* 
san  river  of  about  two  thoussnd  five  hundied  yards.  TIm 
is  a  dead  flat  of  black  mud  and  sand,  occasiooallj  ortf- 
flowed  Bo  as  to  admit  of  canoea  passing  to  Fax  river,  loi 
from  which  the  waters  have  retreated.  The  Wiskonsaii 
an  ample  stream,  with  numerous  inlands  and  sandbsn 
The  low  alluvial  banks  are  sand,  with  seams  of  red  osydt, 
showing  that  they  ate  derived  from  the  old  sandstone  \xk 
These  banks  are  Slways  well  wooded,  and  pine,  ssisaB 
sandy  countries,  is  of  frequent  occurrence.  TbenndASi 
strata  soon  occur  after  getting  upon  the  swift  cuneottf 
this  river  in  banks  about  sixty  feet  high,  which  becCDC 
loftier  aa  the  stream  deepens  its  bed.  One  of  tbest  \oair 
lies,  where  the  escarpment  is  near  two  hundred  tcei  ^a^ 
is  an  isolated  ridge,  a  little  in  the  rear  of  the  left  ioal^ 
with  a  crest  resembling,  in  an  obscure  manorr,  walk  tit 
batteries,  and  has  obtained  the  appellation  of  FortifieaMB 
rock.  Great  quantities  of  the  valves  of  unios  and  ini' 
dontas  are  found  all  the  way  from  Green  bay  to  the  waA 
of  the  Wiskonsan,  at  the  edge  of  the  atream,  left  tfaefs  bf 
the  muskmls  and  otters.  About  forty^five  milef  fioB  t^ 
portage,  another  picturesque  mass  of  horiiootal  laaditff* 
presenU  itseli;  callofJ  Petit  rosier.  There  b  a  temvkatif 
fine  view  from  a  lofly  bill  at  a  place  called  Helena,  vhert 
a  shot* tower  has  been  sunk  near  twohundreti  feet  ioik 
sandstone :  the  river  is  seen  for  a  great  distance  wioiik; 
through  the  rich  flat  lands  of  the  valley,  which  is  bordms 
on  both  sides  by  high  rounded  hills,  with  occtsioD«l>^ 
carpments,  separated  by  well -wooded  coves  or  vales,  nil" 
by  the  French  eouiees.  Boulders  and  frsgoeoU  of  bn^ 
stone  are  found  in  the  vicinity,  reaembling  the  Mi««^ 
galeniferous  limestone,  with  occaaienal  narrow  teioa » 
sulphate  of  bdrytes  in  it.  A  little  lower  down,  the  rim 
has  undermined  the  strata,  and  a  mass  of  sandstone,  a^ 
thirty  feet  high  and  two  hundred  feet  long,  has  «^^. 
from  the  body  of  the  rocks,  leaving  a  smooth  face<  *"^ 
place  is  called  the  Fallen  rocks.  The  nalore  of  ih« 
scenery  is  much  the  same  to  the  mouth  of  the  \Vl*konsan: 
rich  flat  lands  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  the  «lop«»  ■*** 
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rhal  more  sparsely  wonded,  «rc  covered  with  high  gmts, 
fcept  where  broad  spaces  of  eecarpment  (so  00ft  that  the 
ratlows  in  great  numbers  have  been  able  to  pick  holes  in 
\  ind  boiid  their  nests)  peep  out  and  give  the  general  line 
f  the  river  a  castellnted  appeurancc.  Upon  the  face  of 
i«se  white  sandstone  beds,  figures  of  deer,  men,  and 
orses,  have  been  painted  in  red,  after  their  manner,  by  the 
idians.  The  islands  in  the  river  are  very  numerous,  as  well 
I  the  sand  bars,  which  sometimes  scarcely  admit  of  the  pas- 
»ge  of  a  canoe  in  the  low  state  of  the  water,  and  several 
itentive  prairies  are  passed.  Below  Pine  river,  which 
ftraes  in  west  of  Helena,  on  the  ri;iht  bank,  limestone  Is 
rand  in  place  on  the  sandstone,  and  increases  in  thickness 
►wards  the  Mississippi.  Mineral  blossom,  as  it  is  called, 
r  mamillary  quartz,  siliceous  matter  coating  the  cherty 
mestone  in  chalcedonic  layt'ra,  barylcs,  and  other  indica- 
&nsj  announce  the  vicinity  of  the  galenif^rous  rocks, 
wqaent  indications  also  of  carbonate  of  copper  are  found, 
I  whwh  the  veins  sl)ow  themselves  on  the  soath  side  of 
»  Wiskonsan,  in  the  neiglthorhood  of  Mineral  point. 
On  reaching  the  mouth  of  the  Wiskonsan,  and  review- 
ig  the  appearances  presented  by  the  country  left  behind, 
becomes  apparent  that  «videncrsof  a  great  aqueous  move- 
«nt  are  constant  along  the  whole  line  from  Michilimacki- 
icto  the  Mississippi,  the  extent  and  direction  of  which 
innot  be  reasoned  upon  until  the  ifhole  area  lying  be- 
n^n  the  Wiiikonsan  and  fjakc  Superior  is  examined.  At 
itchilimacktnac  the  calcareous  strata,  which  are  analogous 
'those on  the  Wiskonsan,  are  broken  up  into  brecciated 
*«M.  The  islands  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  bay  are  the 
(mams  of  sandstone  beds  once  continuous  through  the 
>untry,  and  overlying  the  beds  of  carboniferous  limestone 
^'^^^■ririo  and  Kahkawning.  On  rising  the  country 
'Ihe  Apac<}iiay  lake,  the  incoherent  sandstone  appears  to 
ive  been  broken  down  to  form  the  present  loose  sandy 
»i  of  the  adjacent  country.  There  is,  upon  the  whole, 
•ion  to  believe  that  the  denuding  forces  which  acted 
*«  the  general  water-level  was  lowered,  and  which 
Jjhably  brought  the  primary  boulders  from  the  northwest, 
feond  all  the  way  from  Beaver  river  on  the  Ohio,)  have 
imed  away  a  vast  extent  of  mineral  surface,  and  that  all 
'•  great  sand  depositcs  from  Lake  Winnebago,  as  well  as 
"5*0  in  the  valley  of  the  Wiskonsan,  the  valley  of  the 
'  iskonsan  itself,  the  coves  and  dells  and  coulees  between 

•  •«nd  hills,  which  now  so  much  diversify  the  face  of  the 
►Qotry,  are  the  result  of  the  same  denuding  force.  The 
"ySTpat  extent  of  the  arenaceous  dcposites  can  only  have 
*n  caused  by  an  ancient  breaking  up  of  these  incoherent 
'ndatine  rocks. 

^n  appraching  the  month  of  the  Wiskonsan,  west-by- 
^*h,  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi  appeara,  about 
^  fret  high,  and  the  river  perhaps  900  yards  wide,  its 
*ler  somewhat  clearer  than  that  of  the  Wiskonsan,  and 

*  ^^'^"•*  continuing  along  its  banks.     Four  or  five  miles 

•  ^.  W.  from  this  point  Prairie  du  Chicn  is  seen,  a  fine 
^N  where  Fort  Crawford  is  h^\  East  of  the  garrrison 
'"  on  the  edge  of  the  prairie  there  is  a  fine  continuous 
cafpmcDt  of  calcareous  rocks,  from  three  to  four  hundred 
^  "igh,  alternating  with  sandstone.  This  limestone 
''^  niuch  resembles  that  in  Missouri  before  alluded  to; 

*  beds  are  horizontal,  of  a  grayish  bufl'  color,  some  of 
*P^  compact,  others  with  cavities  containing  crystals  of 
fhonate  of  lime.  Thcso  bluffs  are  cherty  towards  the 
P>  and  where  this  commences  I  observed  the  beds  to  be 
^a^'onally  made  up  of  concentric  circles.  I  found  one 
"?»  nine  feet  long  and  six  feet  wide,  entirely  made  up  of 
^  circles,  some  of  which  were  two  feet  diameter.  Tt 
**  'ufficienily  curious  to  make  a  drawing  of,  of  which 
H^m  No.  16  is  a  representation.  I  also  brought  a  frag- 
®nt  of  ii  away  with  me.  This  id  a  sort  of  oolitic  .struc- 
'  p  °P«n  ■  great  scale: 

'^rom  Prairie  du   Chien   I   commenced  ascending  the 
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Upper  MissisBtppi,  which  flows  the  whole  diatance  (about 
260  miles)  from  this  place  to  Port  Snelling,  near  the  month 
of  the  Minnay  Sotor  or  81.  Peter's  river,  through  the  eame 
formations  that  prevail  on  the  Wiskonsan,  the  caloareoui 
rock,  however,  predominating  on  this  upper  line.  It  would 
not  be  consistent  with  the  nature  of  tliis  report  to  enlarge 
it  with  repeated  relations  of  the  great  beauty  and  amenity 
of  the  scenery  of  the  npper  portion  of  this  often-described 
river ;  the  formation  being  the  same  along  the  whole  line, 
the  geologist  has  to  limit  his  obser^'ationa  to  incidents  con* 
nected  with  geological  causes,  and  reserve  what  belong*  to 
descriptive  geography,  and  the  manners  and  customs-of 
the  Indian  nations  he  passes  amongst,  as  I  shall  do  upon 
this  occasion,  to  a  woTk  of  appropriate  character.  It  is  one 
of  the  great  advantages  of  geological  science,  that  where  in- 
teresting minerals  and  metals  and  fossils  are  wanting, 
there  is  always  instruction  to  be  received  in  the  study  of 
the  causes  which  have  modified  the  surface  of  the  earth  in 
whatever  direction  we  move.  This  is  particularly  true  aa 
it  regards  the  bed  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  surroanding 
country,  the  physical  geography  cf  which  is  remarkable. 
The  valley  through  which  the  stream  flows  is  generally,  be« 
low  Lake  Pepin,  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  miles  wide. 
There  has  at  tome  time  been  a  continuous  alluvial  depoe- 
ite  through  its  entire  breadth,  and  over  which  the  water  has 
flowed  in  a  stream,  as  it  does  now  in  the  Lower  Miasiasip- 
pi,  uninterrupted  by  islands.  Since  the  reduction  of  the 
general  water-level,  the  river,  often  divided  into  more  than 
one  channel,  now  cuts  its  way  through  the  ancient  depoa- 
ite,  sometimes  the  main  channel  being  on  one  side,  some* 
times  on  another,  and  separating  the  old  bottom  into  innu- 
merable islands,  some  of  them,  at  times,  being  several  miles 
long,  and  all  of  them  having  a  level  of  from  six  to  twelve 
feet  shove  the  streams.  This  state  of  things  makes  the 
navigation  diflicult  to  strangers,  who,  believing  themselvca 
in  the  channel,  get  into  bays  from  which  there  is  no  egress* 
Whenever  the  current  slackens  there  is  always  reason  to 
doubt  the  channel.  These  islands  are  extremely  well 
wooded,  and  aflford  generally  excellent  situations  to  *'  camp 
out'*  at  night,  as  it  is  called,  the  soil  being  dry,  the  sitna* 
lion  sheltered,  and  dry  wood  abundant.  The  banks  of 
the  valley  (for  they  can  scarcely  be  called  the  banks 
of  the  river,  since  where  the  stream  runs  close  to  one 
shore  the  other  aide  of  the  valley  can  seldom  be  seen  on 
account  of  the  intervening  islands,  or  blofls,  as  they  are 
more  generally  called)  are  from  300  to  400  feet  high,  con* 
sisting  of  horizontal  strata  of  alternating  cherty  limestone 
and  sandstone,  the  principal  ledges  of  which  mark,  fur 
great  distances,  the  continuity  of- beds,  giving  thus  a  par- 
ticular  character  to  the  blufls ;  these  are  frequently  prolong- 
ed into  extended  escarpments,  and  at  other  times  are  bro- 
ken and  rounded  off  by  the  weather  into  sharp  peaks  and 
grotesque  castellated  appearances,  at  the  termination  of  the 
small  vales,  or  coulees,  from  600  to  1,000  yards  wide, 
which  come  in  at  right  angles  to  the  river,  but  do  not  usu- 
ally extend  far  into  the  land.  Sometimes  other  eoul^, 
parallel  to  the  valley,  come  into  these  last  again,  for  the 
distance  of  800  yards  from  the  valley.  Beyond  them  the 
land  is  generally  level,  forming  a  very  extensive  plateau  of 
country.  The  soil,  from  the  admixture  of  lime,  sand,  and 
vegetable  matter,  is  of  a  superior  kind,  as  is  proved  by  the 
rank  vegetation,  and  the  luxuriant  growth  of  trees  on  the 
pleasing  slopes  and  vales  of  this  very  beautiful  country. 
These  various  modifications  of  the  surface  are  to  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  denuding  power  of  the  ancient  floods  which 
have  passed  over  the  face  of  the  country,  and  the  agency 
of  the  weather  acting  upon  them  during  long  periods  of  , 
time.  Among  the  most  remarkable  of  these  peaks  is  a  sort 
of  truncated  cone,  on  the  right  bank,  called  Cap  d  PaisU 
by  the  old  French  settlers,  on  account  of  the  wild  onions 
which  grow  in  the  bottom  of  the  adjoining  valley,  which 
appears  to  extend  far  up  into  the  country.  The  first  stream 
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of  any  importance  on  the  right  bank,  bejond  this  cape,  is 
the  Upper  loway,*  then  Root  river;  on  the  lef^  bank  the 
Bad -axe  river  flows  through  a  very  beauiiful  valley;  be- 
tween this  stream  and  Racoon  river  is  a  small  prairie,  but 
a  more  extensive  strip  of  low  land  of  this  character  is  found 
a  little  higher  up,  at  Prairie  la  Crosse,  or  Ball-game  river, 
where  the  Indians  formerly  used  to  convene  to  play  at  their 
favorite  game.  The  blufifs  are  about  two  mil  s  inland,  and 
before  the  reduction  of  the  water-level,  this,  like  all  the 
^  other  prairies  similarly  situated,  must  have  been  a  lake. 

^  There  are  three  remarkable  capes  at  the  south  end  of  this 

.        prairie,  with  singular  mural  escarpments,  the  most  norther- 
§        ly  one  separated  from  the  rest  by  a  couUe.     Beyond  this 
A        point  all  the  Indians  are  Nscotahs,  or  of  the  8ioux  nation.f 
^  Beyond  Ball-game  river,  on  the  left  bank,  is  an  impor- 

tant stream,  named  BUck  river,  dowq  which  stream  a  great 
deal  of  fine  pine  timtter  is  floated.  The  country  all  around 
bare  is  remarksble  fur  its  fertility  and  beauty.  The  most 
-  eonspieuoQS  locality  on  this  portion  of  the  upper  Mississip. 
pi,  is  a  place  called  by  the  French  La  Montague  qui  trempe 
a  PeaUf  or  the  mountain  which  is  steeped  in  the  water.  I 
ascended  to  the  top  of  this  peak,  which  has  a  steep  ascent 
of  about  500  feet ;  the  crest  at  the  top  runs  about  north  and 
■outh  for  200  yards,  and  is  not  more  than  three  or  four 
yards  wide,  falling  off  in  a  precipice  to  the  west,  and  hav- 
ing a  sharp  slope  of  rich  soil  to  the  east,  well  covered  with 
trees  and  shrubs.  From  the  top  there  is  an  extensive  view 
of  the  course  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  countr]^  in  the  in- 
terior beyond  ita  banks.  The  same  constant  character  of 
the  valley  Is  observed  here :  a  rich  bottom,  two  or  three 
miles  wide,  broken  into  islands  and  swamps  and  ponds, 
and  the  main  channel  of  the  river  flowing  down  between 
TVempe  d  Feau  and  the  right  bank,  about  1,200  yards 
wide.  This  curious  peak  has  been  represented  as  **  a  rocky 
"  island,  separated  from  the  left  bank  of  the  river,''  and  to 
be  **  very  near  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  "t  This  error 
was  no  doubt  occasioned  by  the  writer's  looking  at  it 
from  the  right  bank,  and  not  stopping  to  examine  it.  It  is, 
in  fact,  an  isolated  blufi^  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  cir- 
cumference, separated  from  the  right  bank,  and  not  from 
the  east,  the  intervening  space  being  occupied  by  the  pre^ 
sent  main  channel.  From  the  top  of  Trempe  d  Veau^  its 
whole  history  is  seen  at  a  glance:  the  eastern  bluffs  are  dis- 
tant at  least  five  miles  from  it,  and  in  one  part  recede  still 
more;  an  extensive  prairie,  having  few  or  no  trees,  extend- 
ing east  and  west  about  twenty -five  miles,  and  from  five 
to  six  miles  wide,  north*by*east,  by  compass,  separating 
this  outlier  from  those  bloflfs  to  the  east.  It  is  evident 
that  the  Mississippi  has  once  passed  north  of  this  outlier, 
has  covered  the  prairie,  then  a  lake,  and  has  coasted  the 
distant  eastern  bluffs.  This  affords  another  incontroverti- 
ble instance  of  that  remarkable  reduction  of  the  fre«h-wa- 
ter  level  of  this  continent,  before  alluded  to,  at  which  pe- 
riod the  contracted  channel  left  the  then  lake,  and  cut  off 
the  Trert^e  d  Veau  from  the  right  bank.  Ompedo  Wa- 
keen,  brother  to  Wabeshah,  a  celebrated  chief  of  a  neigh- 
boring band  of  Nncotahs,  told  me,  on  the  evening  of  the 
day  I  visited  the  place,  that  the  Indians  called  it  Minnay 
Choneahah,  or  Bluff  in  the  water,  and  that  they  resorted 
to  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  wild-geese  season,  to  make  of- 
fierings  to  Wakon,  or  the  deity,  fur  success  in  hunting. 

A  few  miles  higher  up,  there  is  another  prairie  on  the 
right  bank,  where  Wabeshah's  band  have  their  lodges ;  and 
about  halt  way  from  this  phice  to  Lake  P^pin,  is  suother, 
on  the  same  side  of  the  river,  still  more  extensive,  and 
bordered  with  cedar  trees.  Having  a  copy  of  Carver's 
Travel;  with  me,  and  having  always  found  his  descrip- 

•  Ilottnd  ihe rivers  verv  erroneoualy  pul down, and  IaIcp  Pepin  dis- 
proportloQaiely  lougoo  ilia  tnajis.  In  the  chart  of  the  ludian  country 
east  and  weti  of  the  flfiasinippl,  whkh  accompanies  this  report,  I  ha\c 
endeavored  to  adjust  these  niisiakes. 
t  Sioux  is  an  abticeviaiion  of  Ntthtowensloux,  Men  of  the  Wooda 
1  Keating's  Nanative  of  so  Expcdllion,  fcc.  vol.  1,  p.  271. 


tions  deserving  of  very  great  confidenoe,  I  bad  beeo  anxtou 
to  discover  a  vemsrkable  locality  he  speaks  of,*  and  wbish, 
from  the  doubts  expressed  by  other  travellerB,f  tbejefi* 
dentiy  had  never  seen.  The  passage  in  Carver  ii  n 
minutely  descriptive,  and  the  existence  of  the  remains  of  i 
work  capacious  enough  to  hold  5,000  men  wassomd^iti 
so  remarkable,  that  I  was  solicitous  not  to  miss  the  phea^ 
however  troublesome  the  search,  since  he  does  not  ny « 
which  bank  of  the  river  it  is,  and  merely  speaks  of  it« 
'*some  miles  below  Lake  Pepin.*' 

On  cliniiting  the  bank  where  these  evergreen  trees  sm, 
which  is  the  right  bank  of  the  Missiisippi^  about  ei|lt 
miles  8.  E.  of  Roque's^  trading-house,  near  the  entiaaee 
of  Lake  Pepin,  I  found  myself  on  an  extensive  and  beuth 
folly  smooth  prairie.  At  a  distance  not  exceeding  tw 
miles,  I  saw  some  unusual  elevations  to  the  south ;  i&i 
hoping  I  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  find,  at  length,  tbi 
true  place,  I  walked  to  them,  and,  on  reaching  them,  n 
at  once  persuaded  that  I  had  found  the  locality  dctcriy 
by  Csrver,  and  which  was  sufficiently  remarkable  to  ]■»• 
fy  the  'description  he  had  given  of  it.  The  elevatioo  bd 
the  appearance  of  an  ancient  military  work  in  ruiDi;a* 
ternally  there  was  the  appearance  of  a  ditch,  in  plsocifil* 
ed  up  with  the  blowing  sand,  and  having  a  slope  ooBiBf 
down  from  what  might  be  supposed  the  vralla  of  tbo  wii 
to  the  ditch,  of  about  twenty  yards.  Inside  was  a  gml 
cavity,  with  irregular  salient  angles;  and  at  three  diftrol 
parts  were  the  more  regular  remains  of  something  Rko  bH- 
tions;  the  cavity  was  seventy  yards  in  diameter,  N.  V. 
and  8.  E.,  including  the  ruins  of  several  terrBon;tki 
circumference  of  thu  singular  place,  including  ihe  aagi^ 
was  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  yards.  Seven  bustoi 
yards  6.  8.  £.  of  this  was  another,  resembling  itiafoa 
and  size;  and  at  an  equal  distance,  E.  8.  E.  bonifaa 
last,  was  a  larger  one,  eleven  hundred  yards  round,  ^ 
similar  remains  of  bastions ;  this  cavity  would  eaflly  eos- 
tain  one  thousand  people;  its  walk*,  if  the  wonl mo; ^ 
applied  to  them,  are  lofty,  and  there  is  a  deep  ditch  onfhi 
south  side,  fu  the  area  to  the  south  I  counted  six  i8«a 
of  these  elevations,  each  having  a  rude  resemblanoe  to  ifai 


***Ods  day,bainnff  landed  on  the  shore  of  the  Misei 
miles  below  Lake  Pepin,  whilst  my  auendaais  wert  pref  arict  bi< 

» a  view  of  the  adjacent  C(>unti7-.    thm 


«*- 


her,  I  wallted  out  to  lake  u, _. .., , .    _  . 

proceeded  far  before  I  cane  to  a  fine,  level,  open  plaia,oD^*Bk* 
perceived,  at  a  little  distance,  a  panial  elevation,  that  liad  the  iffB^ 
ance  of  an  inirenchment.  On  a  nearer  iD8]>ecti«o  I  had  fresicrR» 
son  to  suppcee  that  it  had  realty  been  intended  (r  litis  nmnjtasT 
ries  yfo.  Notwithstandiog  it  was  now  covered  with  gnss/I  c«i« 
plainly  discern  that  it  had  once  been  a  breasiwurk  of  aDcmi  iK«r  fee 
lu  height,  extending  the  bist  part  of  a  mile,  and  sufficiently  ca;«cM 
to  cover  five  thousand  men.  Its  form  was  acmewhat  circalar,  aaf  M 
flanks  reached  to  the  river  Though  much  deiiued  by  time^  everr*!^ 
was  distinguishaiile, and  appeared  as  regular, and  fiisbK«ied  witka 
much  miluary  skill,  as  if  planned  by  Vauban  bimsslf.  Tne  w 
was  not  visible,  but  i  thought,  on  exaniiuing  more  curiooBly,vai 
could  perceive  thare  certain! v  bad  bi  en  one.  From  iis  s tti»iif)e,»i» 
I  am  convinced  that  IL  must  nave  be^n  designed  for  this  pmp>.se.  * 
fronted  the  country,  and  the  rear  was  coveml  by  d>e  river*  d'  *^ 
there  any  rising  ground  for  a  considerable  way  thai  commanLeri  it: « 
few  straggling  oaks  were  alone  to  Im  spen  near  it  In  many  plaOT 
smalt  tracks  were  worn  acrosi  f*  by  the  U*tt\  of  the  elks  and  «i{«r,aari 
from  the  depth  of  the  bed  of  eaith  by  which  It  was  c<«f  errJ,  I  was  sUt 
to  dcaw  certain  conclusions  of  its  great  antiquity.    I  examined  aii  ^ 


ed  imagination,  or  the  cblmei  ical  tale  of  a  misuken  uiT«ller.  I  ^ 
on  inquiry  since  my  return,  that  iMons.  St.  Pierre  and  several  u>^ 
have,  at  diiTerent  limes,  lakcn  n«»ilce  of  similar  sppf  arsnces,  i  u  wMt* 
tliey  have  furm^d  the  same  conjecture  s.  but  whhouiexamuut^  ih«a 
so  minutely  as  T  did.  How  a  work  of  this  Irind  could  exist,  m  a  csx> 
iry  tha;  has  hitherto  (according  te  the  generally  received  <>^a*^ 
been  the  seat  of  war  to  umuiored  Indians  alone,  whuse  vhxAt  •xk  a 
military  knowledge  h«s  only,  till  within  iwo  ceuiurlw, arnr««K»« i^ 
drawing  the  bow,  and  wh(«e  only  breastwork  even  at  jeesetsi  isis* 
thicket,  I  know  not.  I  have  eiven  as  exact  an  acawut  ■»  f  •••^*  *■ 
tliis  singular  ap|>eaFan';e,  and  leave  to  future  expl«n«of  ihese  diina 
regions  lo  discover  whether  it  is  a  production  erf"  nature  a*  •n-J*— Ti»t- 
el  8  ihroueh  the  inteilor  pctrtt  of  North  America,  iu  tke  y«s<a  ^^ 


1/68.  by  J.  Curver,  Ebcj.,  pp.  57, 5d    London,  1778. 
t  iCeatine's  Nnrrailve,&c., 


,  _-  ,  vol.  l,p.276 

$  A  half  breed  known  in  the  lutlian 
Jusiahchay  ur  Si  raw  berry. 
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Hlier,  with  what  sifo  appeared  to  be  a  line  of  defence, 
wnoecting  these  works  with  each  other.  At  the  northern 
ad  of  this  singular  assemblage  of  elevations,  every  thing 
lean  the  appeamnce  of  rude  artificial  construction ;  at  the 
loothem  end,  however,  and  not  far  from  the  river,  the 
forks  pa«s  gradually  into  an  irregular  surface,  a  confused 
Diermixing  of  cavities  and  knolls,  that  might  be  satisfact- 
nJy  attributed  to  the  blowing  of  sand.*  There  is  a 
Towth  of  oak  timber,  as  Carver  observes,  upon  all  this 
tart  of  the  elevations.  All  the  angles  and  bastions  are 
wy  much  rounded  by  the  weather,  and  some  of  the  slopes 
Nitside  consist  of  sand  brought  there  by  the  wind.  It  is 
odoubtedly  true  that  all  the  appearanoes  I  have  described 
lay  hHve  been  produced  by  the  action  of  the  wind ;  but 
boss  who  think  so,  after  personal  inspection,  are  bound 

>  account  to  themselvM  why  other  parts  of  this  prairie, 
od  of  other  prairiee  similarly  situated,  are  not  blown  up, 
nd  why  the  ground  covered  by  these  elevations  is  blown 
ip  in  such  a  manner  as  to  resemble  artificial  works  so 
loseiy.  If,  when  this  curtoue  place  becomes  more  known 
nd  investigated,  Indian  antiquities  should  be  discovered 
smmensurate  with  the  extent  of  the  work,  such  as  the 
tone  instruments  and  weapons  of  offence  usually  found 
bmit  Indian  encampments,  it  would  decide  with  me  the 
aestion.  If  any  thing  of  that  kind  is  there,  it  is  probably 
iiiied  beneath  the  sands  too  deep   for  passing  travellers 

>  find.  I  brought  nothing  away  with  me  but  a  plan  of 
le  general  appearance  of  the  locality,  and  one  or  two  of 
lie  principal  elevations. 

At  the  southernmost  end  of  Lake  Pepin,  Gbippeway 
iver  comes  in  on  the  left  bank,  a  stream  of  considerable 
Mgnitode,  from  four  to  five  hundred  yards  wide  where  it 
lins  the  Missiaaippi ;  the  volume  of  water  is  said  to  be 
rsst  for  sixty  miles. -[^  Having  passed  Its  mouth  the 
esnety  becomes  changed,  and,  instead  of  a  valley  two  or 
ine  miles  wide,  full  of  low  wooded  islands.  Lake  Pepin 
rwents  itself,  a  sheet  of  water  about  twenty  miles  long 
ad  nearly  three  miles  wide  upon  an  average,  perhaps. 
*his  is  nothing  but  a  continuation  of  the  Mississippi  valley 
'iihout  any  islands,  with  this  difiference,  that  the  river 
ccnpips  all  the  space  between  the  banks,  whilst  the  bluffs 
ad  coul^  present  themselves  with  the  same  general 
iiaracter  as  below.  Why  there  are  no  islands  in  this 
irt  of  the  valley,  and  why  it  is  a  lake,  deserve  sn  inquiry. 

•  will  occur  to  every  observer,  that  the  entrance  of  a  stream 
r  such  magnitude  as  the  Gbippeway  river,  coming  in  at 
ght  angles  to  the  Miaeiasippi,  must  necessarily  dam  up 
le  water  above  it.  Thus,  at  the  general  subsidence  of 
le  water-level,  when  the  alhivial  bottom  of  the  other  part 

the  valley  would  be  left  dry  and  plants  begin  to  grow, 
would  here  be  covered  up  to  the  northwest  for  a  certain 
stance,  whilst  the  wind  and  high  waves  to  which  this 
ke  is  now  so  much  exposed  as  often  to  make  the  passage 
dangerous  one,  would  keep  the  alluvial  matter  in  a  state 
iunpension,  and,  finally  wearing  it  away,  the  whole 
"Badth  of  this  part  of  the  valley  would  be  necessarily 
tvered  by  water.  This  is  tlie  way  in  which  I  would  ac- 
»ttnt  fof  the  origin  of  this  lake,  the  only  one  in  the  whole 
>urae  of  the  river. 

The  strata  towards  the  N.  W.  end  of  the  lake  on  the 
>rth  side  are  very  cberty,  and  agates  are  very  frequently 
und  amongst  them.  Opposite  to  a  small  stream  called 
archessau,  on  the  south  side,  an  intelligent  trader,  well 
qoainted  with  this  part  of  the  country,  told  me  he  had 
iked  up  pieces  of  galena.  There  are  two  channels  at 
6  head  of  the  lake ;  the  southwest  one  passes  between 
0  right  bank  of  the  river  and  a  low  narrow  island,  called 

*  It  it  a  fland  prairie,  covered  with  a  foot  or  two  of  vegetable  matter. 
T  At  Uie  blls  of  this  ri^,  whiclt  are  very  extensive,  tliere  is  an  in- 
■nnita  qoantliy  of  watePpower.  Hie  tracts  of  fine  pine  timber  will. 
Pi]^s^ad  by  order  of^byeBBWDt,  be  extremely  valuable.    It  will 

>  uMUpsDAbls  for^Bj^Tlxirposes  whenieuleis  get  into  that 


of^taye^wWDt 

fff 


Twelve-mile  island*  edged  by  lof)j  and  beautiful  treae. 
Up  this  channel,  and  near  a  lofty  outlier  about  three 
hundred  feet  high,  called  La  Grange,  is  the  viUage  of  the 
Indian  chief  Machpayah  Muzah,  or  the  Iron  cloud,  Doo- 
toh,  or  Redwing,  the  celebrated  old  chief  being  now  dead. 
Two  streams,  the  Yermillion  and  Cannon  river,  fall  mto 
the  Mississippi  a  few  milea  higher  up.  Between  them  and 
at  a  distance  not  exceeding  thirty  milea  from  the  mouth  of 
the  8t.  Peter'a,  there  is  a  singular  outlier  of  sandstone, 
which  shows  how  the  continuity  of  the  strata  faaa  once  ez- 
iated,  and  how  much  the  general  mineral  level  has  been 
reduced.  Diagram  ^o,  20  represents  this  curious  pillar, 
to  which  the  name  of  Castle  Rock  has  been  given.  It  ia 
situated  on  what  is  called  the  Big  Prairie,  and  can  be  seen 
for  a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  appearing  like  the  remaina 
of  a  castle,  or  a  church  with  a  cupola.  The  total  height 
is  ninety  f<yt,  the  lower  part  being  about  sixty  feet  high 
and  twenty-five  feet  in  diameter ;  the  upper  part  is  thirty 
feet  high  and  varies  from  two  and  a  half  feet  to  fifteen  feet 
diameter.  I  had  these  particulars  from  a  gentleman  who 
had  visited  the  place  and  taken  a  drawing  of  it,  of  which 
he  presented  me  a  copy. 

The  banks  of  the  river  now  gradually  lose  their  escarped 
oharacier,  the  left  bank  especially  being  low  and  rolling, 
having  generally  a  gentle  slope  of  grass  and  trees  to  the 
water  side,  and  rarely  exeeeding  one  hundred  feet  high. 
About  forty  miles  from  Lske  Pepin,  St.  Croix  river  comee 
in  from  the  left  bank,  about  ISO  yards  wide.  This  stream, 
after  following  it  north  about  two  miles,  expanda  into  a 
small  lake  of  nearly  the  same  breadth.  Beyond  the  St. 
Croix  the  Mississippi  becomes  narrow,  and  at  one  place, 
where  the  limestone  beds  on  the  right  side  come  to  the 
waUr's  edge,  is  only  about  one  hundred  yards  wide,  and 
winds  very  much.  From  this  place  I  could  hear  diatinetly 
the  noise  of  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony.  Four  or  ftrtz  milea 
before  reaching  the  vill  ige  of  Tchaypehahmonre,  or  Little 
Crow,  the  limestone  on  the  left  bank  becomea  very  tenaci- 
ous  and  twisted ;  the  beds  become  cavernous,  are  wavy, 
and  large  concentric  masses  are  formed  resembling  those  at 
Prairie  du  Chien;  the  whole  mineral  substance  appears  to 
have  had  a  tendency  to  resolve  itself  into  globular  forms. 
The  river  is  very  beautiful  about  here ;  an  open  stream, 
without  islands,  about  300  yards  wide,  flowing  between 
banks  covered  with  handaome  trees,  vines,  and  grass ;  the 
soil  is  exceedingly  rich,  being  composed  of  decomposed 
limestone,  sand,  and  vegetable  matter,  black  and  deep.  A 
abort  distance  beyond  the  village  there  is  a  bluff  of  soft 
sandstone,  in  which  the  Indians  say  there  is  a  cave,  but 
the  rock  from  above  has  fallen  down  with  hundreds  of  tonf 
of  sandstone  and  has  concealed  the  entrance.  Somewhat 
higher  op,  and  only  a  few  miles  from  Fort  Snelling,  is  an- 
other aandstone  blu£^  with  a  narrow  ravine,  down  which 
trickles  a  small  stream  of  good  water.  I  followed  thia 
ravine  about  200  paoes,  and  found  that  it  led  to  the  cave 
which  Carver  has  so  accurately  deacribed.*  The  Nacotah 
Indians  call  it  Wakon  Teebee,  or  House  of  the  Great  Spirit. 
'J'he  ravine  ends  at  a  circular  wall  of  very  soft  sandstone, 
about  forty  feet  high  to  the  left ;  to  the  right  is  the  cave, 
the  entrance  to  which  is  formed  by  an  arch  about  eighteen 
feet  high,  and  thirty  feet  wide.  The  stream  of  water 
comes  through  this  cave,  into  which  I  advanced  about 
forty  paces,  when  the  water  became  too  deep.  I^  heard  a 
rumbling  sound,  at  a  distance,  of  falling  water,  and  threw 
stones  in  at  random,  it  being  dark,  which  fell  into  deep 
water,  aa  I  could  ascertain  by  the  sound.  After  advancing 
a  few  paces  into  the  cave  it  loses  its  dimensions,  being 
little  more  than  six  feet  high  and  about  ten  feet  wide. 
The  rock  is  composed  of  a  white  crumbling  sandstone, 
easily  cut  with  a  knife.  The  cave,  like  most  others,  ap« 
pears  to  owe  its  origin  to  a  spring  of  water  which  pt 
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through  it.  The  Indiaos  hsve  cut  many  of  tbdr  hioroo 
glyphioB  upon  the  rock.  Five  miles  beyond  thia  cave  the 
Minnay  8otor  Watapah,  or  St.  Petef 'a  river,  cornea  into  the 
Misaiaaippi  on  the  right  bank ;  and,  a  thort  distance  above, 
at  a  cat-off  which  the  MisAanppi  haa  made  by  forcing  its 
way  through  the  alluvial  bottom  to  ite  St.  Peter'*,  Fort 
Snelling  appeare,  at  the  top  of  the  escarpment,  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  MissiseippL 

Thia  is  the  last  military  poat  of  the  United  Statct  to  the 
norlhweat,  the  natives  having  extiusive  pomeasion  of  the 
country  as  far  aa  the  British  settlements,  about  latitude  49 
degrees.  The  fort  is  built  upon  the  bluff,  which  overlooks 
both  the  Mississippi  and  the  St.  Peter's,  resting  upon  gray- 
ish, buff-colored,  fossilifprous  beds  of  the  parboniferoua 
hroestone,  containing  zoophytee,  many  specimens  of  large 
orthooera,  fragments  of  which  measured  a  foot  long  and 
more  than  four  inches  wide.  The  faces  of  some  of  the 
locks  are  covered  with  foci,  and  in  some  beds  producta 
form  a4moBt  the  body  of  the  rock.  These  fossiliferous  beds 
are  separated  from  the  great  sandstone  Ixjds  of  the  country, 
which  here  go  far  below  the  level  of  the  river,  by  a  thick 
stratum  of  eighteen  feet  of  compact  subcrystalline  limestone 
without  fossils.  Below  this  stratum  nothing  but  sandstone 
appears.  *  The  fossiliferous  lieds  are  accessible  in  numer- 
ous localities  as  far  as  ih4  falls  of  St.  Anthony.  A  stream 
which  runs  from  Lake  Calhoun — a  beautiful  sheet  of  water, 
about  eight  miles  from  the  Fort— to  the  Mississippi,  haa 
worn  its  way  back  through  the  rocks  from  the  river  a  short 
distance,  and  makes  a  fall  there  about  fifty  feet  high,  the 
stream  being  twenty  feet  broad.  I  obtained  many  fine 
fossils  at  this  place,  aa  well  as  at  both  banks  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, up  which  I  went  to  the  fails  of  St.  Anthony,  a 
distance  not  much  exceeding  eight  miles  by  water,  and  the 
banks  not  exceeding  eighty-five  feet,  to  the  flat  prairie  land 
of  the  country. 

An  ialand  about  460  yards  long  divides  the  Mississippi 
into  two  parte  at  the  falU  of  St.  Anthony,  which  have  a 
very  irregular  outline,  owing  to  the  soft  sandstone  being 
washed  out  unequally  in  places,  and  the  superincumbent 
strata  of  limestone  falling  down  in  largo  blocks;  these  are 
piled  op  in  great  quantities  on  the  bed  of  the  river  imme- 
diately at  the  foot  of  the  falls.  That  part  of  the  river  on 
the  norUi  side  of  the  island  is  about  two  hundred  and  twenty 
yards  in  width.  There  is  a  very  fine  smooth  section  of  the 
rocks  here  to  the  water,  about  90  feet  high.  I  abnuld 
think  the  fall  would  not  average  more  than  twenty  feet 
The  immenae  alabs  which  have  fallen  from  the  limestone 
beds  at  tboitop  are  co\^red  with  producta,  mixed  with 
vpirifers  and  cardia.  On  the  south  side  of  the  river  the 
Kne  of  the  "falls  is  a  very  irregular  curvature,  and  meas- 
ures about  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  the  island;  the 
height  of  the  fall  does  net  appear  so  great  on  this  side, 
owing  perhaps  to  the  bed  of  the  river  being  so  much  choked 
up  with  the  fallen  slabs.  It  is  a  wild,  rocky  scene,  but  de- 
icient  in  interest  as  a  waterfall  on  account  of  its  want  of 
height.  To  a  geologist,  however,  it  is  exceedingly  inter- 
esting, finding  here  the  uninterrupted  continuation,  for 
one  thousand  miles,  of  the  carboniferous  limestone,  with 
iU  characteristic  fossils.  At  the  south  side  of  the  falls  I 
got  some  exceedingly  fine  ones,  including  beautiful  speci- 
mens of  delphinu  la,  bellerophon,  naotilua,  euomphalua,  &c. 

At  Fort  Snelling,  the  St.  Peter*s  comes  winding  in  from 
the  southwest,  through  an  ample  valley,  the  banks  or 
bluffs  of  which  vary  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 

♦In  Mr.  Kaaiing's  narrative  of  Major  Lon«*s  earpedition  to  ihe  source 
of  St.  PPtpr's  river,  before  referred  to.  It  \a  staled,  vol.  1,  page  30R,  that 
this  sandstone  rests  upon  a  slaiy  limestone,  with  a  striped  aspect,  and 
that  sgain  upon  other  calcareous  beds  lying  beneath  the  water  level. 
This  error  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  hasty  examination.  At  the  bottom  of 
the  talus  are  heavy  blocks  of  limestone,  many  of  which  lie  flat  in  the 
river,  but  they  have  all  fallen  fhi>m  the  top.  I  not  only  compared  and 
Identified  them,  but  examined  the  sandstone  often  at  leisure,  and  It  is 
never  superincumbent  to  any  bed  of  limestone  there,  descending  much 
farther  below  the  water-level  than  it  was  possible  to  examine  it. 


fifty  ieet  high.  The  valley  is  about  a  mile  and  ahalf  wi^ 
and  contains  a  great  deal  of  rich  alluvial  aoil.  On  tW 
right  bank  of  the  8l  Peter's,  about  a  mile  from  the  fort,  u 
the  head  establishment  of  tho  American  Fur  Camftiif 
for  the  trade  with  the  Naootah  or  Sioux  Indiana. 

The  St.  PeteHa,!  which  remained  forme  now  toexpkse, 
isalioutone  hundred  and  twenty-five  yarda  wide  atths 
nearest  point  to  the  fort,  looka  aa  if  whitish  day  had  biea 
dissolved  in  it,  and  runs  with  an  extremely  windiDgcoum^ 
aomewhat  represented  in  the  accompanying  map,  throBgk 
the  alluvial  bottom,  with  low  prairies  on  each  side,  and  fiR 
wooded  slopes  in  the  distance.  The  general  diiaciioBiC 
the  river,  as  far  as  the  Makato,  or  Blue-earth  river,  isibott 
south wcat ;  from  this  point  it  bcnda  and  dcacfibes  nsartr  i 
northwest  course  to  its  source.  Numerous  chief  of  faas^ 
of  the  Nacotaha^  have  their  villages  on  ita  banks,  whe* 
they  reside  during  the  seaaon  of  cultivation ;  and  whicb  m 
evacuated  l*y  them  and  their  families  during  the  bonliii| 
seaaona.  A  bout  si  x  miles  from  the  fort,  on  the  tight  bask, 
is  the  •village  of  Wahmundeetanka,  or  Big  Eagle,  ofci 
also  by  the  Canadian  traders  Chien  Noir,  or  BhA  Dsf. 
A  liule  higher  up  on  the  same  bank  b  the  village  of  P» 
chon.  About  sixteen  miles  from  the  fort  a  strean  eom 
in  from  the  right  bank  called  by  the  Canadians  CnA 
river,  the  Indiana  call  it  Kakahinhahah,  or  river  wfaerpiht 
elk  was  put,  to  commemorate,  no  doubt,  some  maimL 
A  little  beyond  this  the  river  narrows  to  al)outeighly't»ii» 
and  haa  a  N«  N.  W.  course,  but  soon  widens  agsia  ^ 
high  grassy  slopes  of  prairie  land.  About  twenty  fin 
miles  from  the  fort  the  village  of  a  chief  called  Six,is|Mari 
on  the  right  bank.  Paasing  a  place  on  the  left  iMDknIM 
La  Petite  Prairie,  a  stream  comee  in  from  the  sanea^ 
which,  from  the  distance  from  the  fort,  about  forty  miH 
and  other  circumstances,  appears  to  l<e  the  river  vhicb 
Carver§  gave  his  own  name  to.  The  Indians  call  itD*- 
do -do- ah,  or  Who  sings  of  war.  Something  short  of  tt^ 
miles  from  the  fort,  there  is  a  short  rapid  with  s  strong  <V' 
rent :  the  passage  is  on  the  right  bank,  which  we  sosn  |* 
through  by  holding  on  to  the  boshee  and  vigorously  tppl^* 
ing  the  paddlea.  Above  this  ia  another  rapid  with  wA- 
stone  in  place  on  the  right  bank,  the  aame  as  that  stiW 
fort.  Further  up,  at  a  place  called  Woabkotee,  «  tkr 
Sand  hills,  there  is  another  Indian  village.  Beyond  tbi^ 
for  a  g^eat  distance,  the  course  of  tho  river  is  very  bnfii' 
ful ;  a  great  profusion  of  trees,  shrubbery,  and  high  gn* 
on  the  boltoma  and  slopes,  when  rich  prairies  with  Uuk 
fertile  soil  commence.  The  river  is  very  serpentine  is  iv 
course,  and  is  continually  opening  new  acenea :  soannau 
smooth  conical  hills,  one  hundred  feet  high,  with  a>is 
like  amphitheatres,  present  themsplvea,  covered  wiik«»" 
dure,  and  crowned  with  trees  at  the  top,  when,  at  uivAff 
turn,  a  fine  level  prairie  country  comes  in.  Keetahosffalit 
or  Round  Prairie,  is  about  one  hundred  feet  high,  vii^* 
fine  slope  covered  with  graas.  The  Indians  have  gi*»  f 
this  name  Itecause  it  ia  encircled  witlTtreoa.  B«700il  thii 
is  the  village  of  Wakondoanks,  or  Lively  Spirit,  ^^ 
the  voyageurs  call  Le  Bras  Casse,  having  once  kid  w 
arm  broken.  Before  reaching  Chankeooiah,  or  BoisFn* 
river,  the  river  narrows  to  siity  yards.  This  lsstii»** 
comes  in  on  the  right  Imnk,  and  is  the  northern  limit  of  tw 
Bois  Franc  district.     This  is  in  fact  an  extensive  k^ 


^  From  the  aentlemen  at  the  head  of  thesa  esublisfaBieBu{!*' 
ceive<l  many  obliging  attentions ;  and  to  Mr.  Sibley  ofthisu»flM»P^« 
I  am  indebted  for  an  excellent  sulde  and  interpreter,  an  iow*!*J 
and  faithful  half  breed,  called  Milor,  a  nr.an  univensllj  kmvoisw 
Sioax  country.  _ 

t  Called  by  the  Nacotahs  Minnay  Sotor,  or  Tuitid  \7aiK,i*  » 
tredlstinction  to  the  Mississippi,  which,  coming  fhim  a  siliceowcMr 
try,  is  clear. 

t  In  Major  Long's  expedition  to  the  sonroeof  the  St.  PsMnnw 
these  Indians  are  uniformly  called  Oacotaha.  I  made  P*i"^'Jr 
quiries  amongst  the  chieis,  through  my  interpreter,  and  ibfv  w  "** 
curred  in  the  assertion  that  their  praner  name  was  Nscoui.^  i* 
word  meam  a  united  oral)  ied  people.  fiB^Kcaos  **  aiy  i 

9  Carver's  Travels,  page  74. 
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om  twelfe  to  fifteen  miles  broad  by  tend,  threugh  which 
M  river  paaMt  for  upwardfi  of  thirty  mllee,  on  account  of 
I  very  winUing  course.     It  is  said  to  extend  thirty  or 
KTty  miles  on  each  side  of  the  8t.  Peter's.     It  ia  difficult 
>  tran'rsa  by  land  on  account  of  the  swampy  nature  of 
)e  ground.    I  vras  also  informed  there  was  an  extensive 
ike  in  the  central  parts  of  it,  on  the  south  side.     The  cur- 
yoU  becomes  strong  after  aniering  the  Bois  Franc.     As  an 
ridence  of  the  nature  of  the  incidents  which  induce  the 
liiiias  to  give  names   to   a  locality »  Mahabbohpah,  or 
iwafl  OD  the  ground,   an  elevated  piece  of  ground  with 
ees  on  it,  on  the  right  bank,  may  he  mentioned.      A 
ioux  shot  a  swan  Hying  there.     The  islands  in  thie  river 
re  tmall  and  edged  with  willows.     On  •  the  banks  of  the 
fer  I  have  seen  them  forty  to  fifty  feet  high.     Farther  up 
i«  Bois  Franc  district  a  stream  c  »mes  in  from  the  left 
ink,  oaHcd   Weetah>wakat{)h,  or  Tall  island,  and  about 
vtt  miles  higher  up  some  ledges  of  horizontal  fawn-celorcd 
mestone  jut  oat  on  the  right  bank,  very  cherty  and  some- 
^t  vesicular ;  near  the  purface  it  takes  a  reddish  salmon 
alor,  resembling  very  much  some  beds  T  had  previously 
Mn  on  the  Wiskonsan  and  Upper  Mississippi.     Within  a 
i«f  yards  of  these  ledges,  and  north  of  them,  a  beautiful 
illucid  stream  comes  in,  containing  the  purest  water  I  had 
Pen  in  the  country.     I  could  not  learn  that  any  name  had 
eeo  given  to  it,  and  as  it  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
le  first  calcareous  rock  I  bad  met  with  in  place  here,  and 
i  purity  renderinq;   it   a  very  rare  stream    in  a  country 
rhere  all  are  turbid,  I  named  it  Abcrt's  run,  after  Colonel 
kbert,  of  the  United   States  army,  and  chief  of  the  Topo- 
rapbical  bureau.     IJigher  up  on  the  right  bank  is  the  vi|. 
ige  of  Wahmnndee  Indootab,  or  Red  Eagle.     The  next 
tream  is  Woitseah  Watapah,  or  Rush  river,  ^rising  far  up 
1  the  country,  and  cornea  in  on  the  left  bank    after  it  suc* 
eeds  Chankeoota  Oeanke,  or  the  end  of  the  Bois  Franc  or 
'lee  Wood  district,  a  stream  coming  in  on  the  left  bank, 
kbout  fifteen  miles  further  wc  came  to  a  place  called  Mya- 
ah  or  White  rock,  on  the  right  bank,  an  escarpment  con- 
isting  of  alKHit  forty  feat  of  granular  sandstone  surmount- 
i  by  ten  feet  of  fawn-colored  limestone,  the  saina  as  that 
t  Abert*s  run.     This  sandstone  is  formed  of  semi*trans- 
areot  grains,  loosely  adhering  with   nodules  here   and 
lare,  where  they  are  cemented  by  a  paste  of  clear  siliceous 
latter,  the  whole  making  a  hi|rd,  flinty  mass,  reseutbling 
Uceous  oolite.     At  the  junction  of  tlie  limestone  with  the 
indotone,  there  is  a  seam  of  marly  mineral  matter,  con* 
lining  a  great  deal  of  silicate  iron,  of  a  bluish  green  color, 
had  seen  traces  of  this  in  the  bluffs  at  Prairie  do  Chien. 
tight  or  nine  miles  further  on  is  Traverse  dcs  Biouz,  an 
teblishment  of  the  American  Fur  Company.     This  is  a 
Dted  crossing  place  of  the  Sioux  Indiana  in  old  times.     A 
lort  distance  from  this  trading-place,  a  small  stream  cornea 
ton  the  right  bank,  called  Woe-wee,  or  Moon  creek.  This 
tream,  before  it  falls  into  the  St.  Peter's,  recedes  a  little, 
nd  describes  a  semi -circle  before  it  approaches  the  river 
lain,  and  repeats  this  several  times,  so  that  several  small 
rescents  are  described  by  the  stream  before  it  joins  the 
ver.     In  the  Nacotah  tongue  wee  signifies  the  sun,  and 
lee-wee,  the  moon,  after  which  planet  the  Indians  have 
amed  the  strelim,  from  the  half-moon  it  forms.     I   was 
Bry  particular  in  examining  this  locality,  becnuae  it  is  the 
[ace  where  Major  Long  *   abandoned  the  St.  Peter*s  to 
erform  the  rest  of  the  journey  by  lapd. 

About  iwo  miles  further  on  the  limestone  and  sandstone 
re  again  in  place,  and  about  three  more  along  bluff,  about 
sentf-five  feet  high,  presenta  itself  on  the  right  bank  with 
la  same  beds.   These  are  succeeded  in  about  five  miles  by 

rocky  bluff  on  the  right  bank,  called  Makasaa-usa,  or 
Vhite-earth  bluff,  about  seventy  yards  high.     On  reach- 


«  Keatinf  supyrases  thp  locslhv  to  have  received  the  name  of  the 
SrsBcent,  "  from  a  beautifbl  twnd  whiob  the  river  makes."  Keating's 
fanaiive,  ftc.  vol.  1,  p.  837. 


ing  the  top  of  this  bluff  a  cnrioaa  spectscle  presents  itself. 
The  horixon  to  the  east  is  bounded  by  a  belt  of  wood  about 
four  miles  from  the  river ;  from  the  wood  an  elevated  ter- 
race extends  westward  abont  one  mile  of  smooth  prairie 
land,  whilst  the  remaining  suYiken  portion  ia  coveretl  with 
tens  of  thousands  of  boulders  of  limestone  and  granite, 
some  of  them  standing  in  the  most  grotesque  manner,  and 
separated  from  each  other  as  the  wild  buffalo  are  when 
gracing ;  indeed,  at  a  distance,   they  might  very  well  be 
taken  for  them.     Some  of  the  l^oulders  weigh,   I  should 
think,  one  hundred  tons.     To  the  south  is  prairie  land,  at 
a  much  lower  ^evel,  with  a  lake;  whilst  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  nothing  can  exceed  the  brauty  of  the  wood- 
ed slopes,  with  a  continuous  smooth  prairie  beyond  them. 
These  are  amongst  the  interesting  proofs  of  the  retreat  of 
the  watera  in  ancient  times,  and  of  their  power  lo  break  up 
even  the  beds  of  the  primary  rocks.     Beyond  lliis  pointan 
ialand  ia  pasaed  alM>ut  four  hundred  yards  long,  the  largest 
yet  mot  with.     The  current  is  now  very  strong  for  some 
distance,  and  from  the  continuation  of  bold  Muffs,  many  of 
them  with  bouldere  on  their  sides,  it  is  evident  the  river 
has  worked  its  way  through  a  ridge  here.     Chaneaska,  or 
Fort  river,  has  received  its  name  from  a  strong  hold  which 
the  Nacotahs  had  on  the  heights  near  it,  during  their  ware 
with  the  Ha-hah-tona,  or  People  of  the  Falls,   the  name 
they  give  to  the  Chippewas.     About  sixteen  miles  beyond 
this  point,  the  lilufls  on  the  left  bank  are  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  high ;  and  here,   after  a  very  severe  struggle 
with  the  current,  we  got  the  canoe  into  the  mouth  of  the 
Makato  Watapah*  or  Blue-earth  river,  the  principal  tributary 
of  the  Minnay  Sotor.     This  is  a  bold  stream,  eighty  yards 
wide  at  its  mouth;  and  the  St.  Peter's,  whose  genersi 
course  from  its  sources  having  hitherto  been  about  north- 
west, now  joined  by  the  Makato,  forces  its  wsy  through 
the  lowest  part  of  the  ridge,  and  gains  the  Mississippiin  a 
eoorse  nearly  northeast. 

Having  reached  the  Makato,  it  becsme  my  doty  to  enter 
it.  Expectations  had  been  raised  by  the  publication  of 
Major  Long's*  expedition,  respecting  nome  supposed  cop- 
per mines  which  M.  Le  Sueur  was  said  to  have  di>covered 
about  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  not  far  from 
ita  mouth,  and  which  Major  Long,  in  passing  up  the  St. 
Peter's,  had  not  visited.  The  following  passage, f  with 
others,  in  the  publication  in  question,  gave  so  much  im- 
portance to  the  affair,  that  it  was  deemed  proper  to  make 
an  investigation  of  the  locality  part  of  niy  instructions: 

«  Charievoix  states  that  Le  Sueur  was  sent  by  M.  D'l- 
berville  to  make  an  establishment  In  the  Sioux  cnuniry, 
and  to  take  possession  of  a  copper  mine  Le  Sueur  had 
there  discovered.     He  ascended  the  St.  Pet(.>r*8  40  leagues, 
to  la  riviere  Verte,  which  comes  in  on  the  left.     Though 
only  the  last  of  September,  the  ice  prevented  him  from  as- 
cending that  river  more  than  a  league :  he  therefore  built  a 
fort,  and  spent  the  winter  at  that  spot.   In  April,  1702,  he 
went  up  the  riviere  Verte  to  thp  mine,  which  was  only 
three-quarters  of  a  league  above  his  winter  establishment. 
In  twenty -two  days  they  got  out  more  than  thirty  thousand 
pounds  of  ore,  of  which  four  thoussnd  'pounds  were  select- 
ed and  sent  to  France.     The  mine  was  at  the  foot  of  a 
mountain  ten  leagues  long,  that  seemed  to  be  composed  of 
the  same  sulistance.     After  removing  a  black  burnt  crust 
as  hanl  as  rock,  the  copper  could  be  scraped  with  a  knife.'* 
A   manuscript  in  the  possession  of  the  American  Philo- 
S(»phical  Society,  written  by  M.    Benard  de  la  Harpe,   ia 
also  cited  :\     "  It  appears  from  this  manuscript  that  Le 
Sueur's  discoveries  of  blue  earth  were  made  In   1695,  but 
that  all  further  operations  were  interrupted   until  1700. 
We  find  in  the  same  manuscript,  under  the  date  of  the 
10th  of  February,    1702,   that  Le  Sueur  arrived  at  the 


*  Narrative  of  an  Expedition  to  the  sources  of  St.  Peter's  river,  &c. 
2vol8.8vo.    By  William  H.  KeatioK.    Philadelphia,  18M. 
t  Vol.  1,  pa^e  316.       X  Keating,  vol.  1,  p.  319. 
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mouth  of  the  MitaisMppi  thtt  day  with  two  thoiuand  quin- 
taU  of  blue  and  green  earth.'*  The  eame  maDuacript  is 
also  eaid,  in  giving  the  details  of  Le  Sueur's  progress  up 
the  MiMissippi,  to  state:  « Finally,  on  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember, he  loft  the  Mississippi,  and  entered  the  St.  Peter's 
river,  which  comes  in  from  the  we^t  bank.  By  the  1st  of 
October  he  had  ascended  this  river  forty*four  and  a  quarter 
leagues,  when  he  entered  the  Blue  riTer,  Um  name  of  which 
is  derived  from  the  blue  earth  found  on  its  banks."  <<0n 
the  26th  M.  Le  Sueur  went  to  the  mine  with  three  canoei^ 
which  he  loaded  with  green  and  blue  earth.  It  was  taken 
from  mountains  near  which  are  very  abundant  mines  of 
copper*  of  which  an  assay  was  made  in  Paris  bv  M. 
L'HuiUer,  in  the  year  1696.'' 

I  had,  through  my  guide,  (Milor,)  neglected  no  oppor- 
tunity to  inquire  amongst  the  Nacotahs  respecting  these 
mines,  but  I  never  could  obtain  sny  information,  or  even 
a  traditional  re(>ort,  of  ony  thing  like  a  copper  mine  in  that 
region.  Many  of  the  chiefs  concurred  in  saying  that  there 
were  some  bluffs  a  few  miles  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Peter's,  to  which  the  Indians  had  at  all  times  resorted  to 
procure  a  blue  earth  with  which  they  were  accustomed  to 
paint  themselves ;  and  one  old  chief  had  described  the  lo- 
cality with  great  precision.  He  was  very  well  acquainted 
with  the  whole  country  between  (he  St.  Peter's  and  the 
Missouri,  and  had  often  crossed  the  Coteau  de  Prairie,  but 
he  bad  never  heard  of  or  aeen  any  thing  like  copper. 
This,  however,  was  not  particularly  discouraging^  as  Le 
Sueur's  mineral  was  desorilied  as  being  a  green  and  blue 
earth  ;  and  it  might  very  well  be  an  oxyde  or  carbonate  in 
the  carboniterotts  limestone,  as  it  is  found  in  the  Wiskon- 
san  Territory.  I  therefore  entered  the  Macato  with  some 
confidence.  Its  waters  were  extremely  discolored,  and  I 
immediately  saw  they  were  the  cause  of  the  turbid  state  of 
those  of  the  St.  Peter's.  When  we  had  proceeded  aboiit 
a  mite,  we  found  a  family  of  Nacotahs,  of  the  Sissiton 
tribe,  encamped  on  a  sand  bar,  taking  care  of  some  veni- 
son they  had  just  killed.  The  locality  I  was  In  search  of 
was  well  known  to  them,  and  they  gave  us  very  intelligi- 
ble directions.  The  current  was  exceedingly  strong,  run- 
ning about  two  miles  au  hour,  and  the  stream  appeared  to 
furnish  about  one  half  the  volume  of  the  St.  Peter's. 
About  three  miles  from  the  entrance  of  the  river  there  is  a 
singular  conical  hill  C9vered  with  grass  on  the  right  bank» 
which  I  thought  a  very  probable  situation  for  M.  Le  Su- 
eur^s  Fort  L'Huillier,  ami  I  should  have  lauded  to  exam- 
ine it  but  for  my  anxiety  to  reach  the  blue>earth  locality, 
and  on  account  of  the  weather,  the  snow  falling  as  we 
passed  it,  (September  22.)  Near  six  miles  ffom  the 
mouth,  a  fork  of  the  river  came  in  from  the  left  bank, 
about  forty-five  yards  wide,  on  the  right  bank  of  which  b 
a  ridge  of  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  feat  wide,  very  well 
wooded,  and  fronting  a  prairie  on  the  opposite  side.  We 
found  very  little  current,  the  main  stresm  having  forced  it 
back  for  some  distance.  About  two  miles  up  this  furk, 
we  at  length  came  to  a  bluff,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  high,  on  the  left  bank,  containing  the  blue-earth  lo- 
cality. On  climbing  it,  I  found  the  same  horizontal  sand- 
stone and  siliceous  sandstone  common  to  the  whole  coun- 
try. Towards  the  top  was  a  broad  seam  ef  bluish  clay, 
intermixed  in  places  with  silicate  of  iron,  l)eing  a  continu- 
ation of  the  deposits  1  bad  seen  before  at  Myak&h,  and 
valuable  only  for  the  savages  to  paint  themselves  with. 
From  this  bluff  I  advanced  in  a  weaterly  direction  about 
two  miles,  over  a  part  of  the  country  grown  up  with  smsU 
poplars,  hazels,  wild  roses^  and  grass,  in  the  hope  of  see- 
ing the  Coteau  de  Prairie,  and  making  arrangements  to 
proceed  to  it  from  this  quarter  ;  but  I  saw  nothing  of  the 
kind  from  any  eminence  which  I  could  gain ;  and  having 
in  my  hand,  and  reeding  on  the  spot,  whst  had  been  said 
of  M.  Le  Sueur,  his  mountains,  and  his  copper  mines,  I 
found  myself  obliged  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  these 


discoveriaa  were  fbUes  invented  to  give  him  inflosDee  i 
the  coiirt  ai  France.  Before  I  left  the  northweit  eovitij, 
and  after  I  had  visited  the  Coteau  de  Prairie,  I  fooniit 
was  distant  at  least  sixty  miles  from  Uiis  spot,  wUdb 
leaves  only  the  Mnfis  of  the  river  to  reprewnt  the  Don- 
tains  spoken  of  in  the  manuscript  of  La  Harps. 

freeing  (Ae  state  of  the  country  here,  and  having  wk 
up  my  mind  to  proceed  up  the  St.  Peter's  to  its  soan^ 
and  strike  the  Coteau  de  Prairie  there,  if  tbeseatoai^ 
mitted  of  it,  I  descended  the  Makato,  which  the  natini 
informed  me  had  eleven  forks  and  was  full  of  rapids,  id 
regsined  the  St.  Peter's.  The  watier  above  the  joadiii 
was  very  clear,  and  had  bat  little  current  for  several  aili^ 
being  somawhat  kept  back  by  the  Hakalo;  the  stntaii 
about  one  hundred  yards  broad,  and  rana  for  some  diilMi 
through  low,  well.wooded  banks,  forming  a  very  plwo| 
country.  .About  twelve  miles  up  the  river,  the  alopem 
covered  with  large  bonklers,  near  which  ibe  river  mnoii 
to  about  fifty  yards,  and  gradually  beoomee  riiallov,ii 
sandy  bed  being  covered  with  very  beautiful  unio«  of  n* 
rious  species,  the  lieaks  of  which  were  not  at  all  deeoiii» 
ted.  Twenty  miles  from  the  Makato,  the  Su  Peicr'ibi 
made  a  recent  cut-off  and  abandoned  iu  old  bed;  not  fa 
from  this  place  a  large  mass  of  sandstone  is  in  place  ii  Ai 
middle  of  the  river.  Mindsy  Msha-tanka,  or  Grvft-gne 
(Swan)  lake,  lies  nearly  five  miles  north  of  tbispcioL 
Further  on j  the  banks  of  the  river  consist  of  about  tw^ 
feet  of  alluvial  sandy  loam,  containing  great  qnantitiNi 
planorbls,  anenlotus,  and  helices,  to  the  botloo,  of ikt 
same  species  now  found.*  About  twenty-five  mib fm 
the  Makato  some  red-earth  bluffii  ooeur  on  the  left  bn^ 
with  numerous  boulders;  from  this  point  the  geoeni ip 
pearance  of  the  soil  and  country  begins  to  varytndi^ 
nouiices  a  change  in  the  formations,  and  five  milfi  fanbf 
some  rocky  bluffii  come  in  at  the  left  bank,  the  loecr  bei 
of  which  are  a  brick-red  color  and  of  a  fine  ^nio.  Ot 
landing  and  leaving  the  bank,  I  found  the  counti;  t/Mf' 
ed  with  beds  of  r^  gritstone,  of  a  very  hard  qaalitT,  i^ 
clined  about  fifteen  degrees.  These  rocks  are  full  (^p*- 
bolee,  some  of  them  a  foot  in  diameter  and  eifht  iachi 
deep,  and  are  as  smooth  as  metal.  The  carboniftn* 
limestone  formation  seems  to  terminate  here.  •nJttfl' 
stopped  by  a  conglomerate  lesembling  in  its  mioenloppi 
characters  the  upper  beds  of  the  old  red  sandsttmf.  ^ 
river  has  in  old  times  passed  over  these  rocks,  won  it 
pot-holes,  and  made  them  so  glassy  sn<ooth.  The  Wtf* 
haJDO^  called  by  the  voyageurs  riviere  aux  Liards,  or  Co^ 
ton-wood  river,  comes  in  from  tbe  right  bank,  at  a  ^ 
distance  beyond  this  point ;  we  turned  tbe  canoe  into  iif* 
awhile,  but  were  obliged  to  return  on  account  of  theibii' 
lowness  of  the  water.  Our  distance  by  computation  fr« 
the  mouth  of  tbe  St.  Peter's  at  this  place,  wa«  two  bn* 
dred  miles,  estimated  by  the  windings  of  tbe  riwr,  tfd 
we  had  moie  than  three  hundred  yet  to  aceonplidi  bcA* 
we  could  reach  the  sources  of  the  St.  Peter'a  Then  it  i 
village  of  Sissiton  Indians  a  little  west  of  the  WsriifiM> 
Five  miles  from  this  last  stream,  the  St  Peier*s  windi,  ■ 
a  very  curious  manner,  through  rich  alluvisl  Iwtiooi^ 
covered  with  sugar-maple  trees :  it  goeo  round  s  tongw* 
land,  at  one  place,  the  distance  i>f  one  mile  and  five-axtlH 
which  is  only  twenty  yards  across  at  tbe  bsee.  Ii  if  ail- 
ed Eepah- basks,  or  Long  point,  by  tbe  Nacotshs.  Tbae 
is  another,  a  Utile  higher  up,  of  a  similar  kind :  thf  rii« 
here  is  about  one  hundred  and  ten  yards  broid,  vsiyinf  la 
width,  and  gliding  aometimes  on  one  baokt  eoroeCiae»* 
the  other,  in  a  serpentine  course,  through  «  valley  <jf  "^ 
black,  sandy  loam,  about  one  and  a  half  n»«l*  "^"^ 
iween  the  blofli.  The  aitania  is  frequently  sbmrfeBt 
about  here.     The  guide  pointed  out  to  b«,  on  the  ngM 

•  The  alluvial  banks  of  the  MisaiMlppi  aiQm»cy«"J"J?J25 
ner  filled  wlUi  these  univalves:  these dMmlUi b#iJ«  UwotdtM« 
streami,  like  those  l)efore-memioned  at  Fwt  OtH^ 
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Mok,  .the  place  where,  in  1811,  be  had  buried  bia  employ- 
ir,  a  trader  of  the  name  of  Cameron,  who,  like  many 
>then  of  hia  vocation,  go  on  atraggUng  for  wealth,  and 
lie  an  noticed  in  the  woods.  About  forty  mi  lea  from  the 
iVAthtjoOf  I  for  the  first  time  came  upon  a  maas  of  granite 
n  place,  the  river  narrowing  to  about  fifty  yards.  The 
fojfageuri  call  this  Petit  Rocher.  Further  on  t'Aere  are 
irge  granite  rocks  in  the  river.  Mr  Moore*s  trading- 
looie  is  in  thia  vicinity,  on  the  right  bank.  The  granite 
iTDceforward  is  of  constant  occurrence,  nor  was  any  other 
ind  of  rock  seen  in  place  during  my  further  progress  to 
he  northwest.  From  hence  to  a  stream  coming  in  from 
be  left  bank,  called  by  the  Nacotahs  Weetab-chantahea- 
lantab,  or  inland  of  dead  wood  that  falls  in  the  lake,  and 
y  the  traders  Beaver  river,  is  a  auccession  of  rapids, 
laises  of  granite,  and  shallow  water,  often  not  more  than 
*De  foot  deep  on  the  sand.  Beyond  ihia  point,  on  the 
ight  bank,  are  huge  outliers  of  granite  for  many  miles  on 
le  prairie  bottoms.  The  Chanahyapay,  or  Red -wood 
iver,  comes  in  a  little  further  on,  taking  ita  name  from  a 
m  painted  red  by  the  savages.  The  8t.  Peter's  is  much 
bflrucied  by  rocks  and  rapids  before  reaching  thia  stream, 
ttt  is  wide  and  shallow  after  passing  it.  The  voyageura 
ill  it  forty  leagues,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles, 
Tona  ths  Warhajoo  to  Chanshyapay.  Twelve  miles  fur- 
ler  tothe  weat,  an  outlier  of  granite,  of  great  dimensions, 
lands  alone  on  the  right  bank ;  and  al>out  eight  miles  fur- 
ker,  there  is  a  fine  stretch  of  granite  rocks,  on  the  right 
uk,  about  fifty  feet  high  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  yorda 
>Dg.  The  interrupted  stale  of  these  masaes,  and  the  nu- 
MTOua  boulders  found  east  of  thia  (brmation,  ahow  the 
ftlare  of  the  force  required  to  tear  up  these  unstratified 
MMes  from,  the  valley,  and  transport  them  to  so  great  a 
latance.  The  sandy  bed  of  the  river  about  here  was  cov- 
^  with  livmg  unios.  At  one  point,  called  by  the 
racotaha  Hahhah,  or  the  Cascade,  the  granite  stretched 
Imost  scross  the  river,  and  made  a  fall  sufficient  to  oblige 
9  to  unlade  the  canoe.  The  fall  here  throws  an  eddy  on 
n  right  bank,  which  has  worn  out  a  basin  about  fifty 
irdf  by  forty,  and  a  broad  ledge  of  granite  Is  formed, 
l)OQt  one  hundred  yards  long  and  twenty  wide,  sloping  to 
le  southeast.  The  bed  of  the  river  is  thus  restricted  to  a 
luage  of  about  thirty-five  yards  wide.  Sonth  of  this  are 
ameroijs  rugged  granite  hills.  In  this  granitic  country 
le  bends  of  the  river  become  short,  the  water  being  turn- 
ip away  by  the  rocks.  Three  or  four  miles  beyond  this 
Nnt  the  river  is  almost  choked  up  with  masses  of  granite, 
'  ft  piece  called  Patterson's  rapids,  from  a  trader  of  that 
ime  who  once  wintered  there.  There  is,  in  fact,  no 
|>id  at  all ;  the  progress,  however,  becomes  difficult,  and 
ocb  care  b  required  in  getting  a  birch-bark  canoe  through 
is  part  of  the  river.  I  had  come  about  one  thousand 
ilea  in  mme,  and  it  had  hitherto  required  very  little  re- 
>irs.  An  accident  would  have  been  a  serious  embarrass- 
ent,  as  there  is  no  birch  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
e  Nacotaba  do  not,  like  the  Chippeways,  use  canoes 
adeofits  bark. 

Beyond  Patterson's  rapids  tlie  prairie-grounds  come 
»wn  to  the  banks  of  the  river  without  a  tree.  There 
ay  be  said  to  be  two  kinds  of  prairie :  the  alluvial  hot- 
m,  a  rich  black  soil,  with  \iyild  grass  from  four  to  six  feet 
gh,  sometimes  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  thrown  up  into  in- 
imerable  amall  hillocks  by  the  moles  of  the  country  ;  and 
en  the  upland  prairie,  forming  the  common  tabl^-laiid 
the  region,  leaa  rich  than  the  other,  but  good  soil,  gen- 
ally  with  low  coarse  grass,  and  the  horizon  uninterrupt- 
I  hj  a  tree.  On  the  uplandv prairies  here,  I  began  to  Hnd 
ilcareoua  boulders,  formed  of  flat  lamine  of  salmon-color- 
limestones,  with  impressions  of  producta  and  splrifrrs, 
}m  which  I  concluded  myself  to  be  upon  the  southern 
Ige  of  the  granite  coming  in  from  the  north,  and  that  I 
Ight  probably  come  upon  the  limestone  again,  if  I  should 
t  hkr  enough  to  the  west. 


The  river  now  narrowed  again  to  about  seventy  yards, 
and  became  so  shallow  that  we  were  in  constant  expecta- 
tion of  being  obliged  to  stop,  notwithstanding  I  had  made 
caches  of  our  heaviest  articles,  by  burying  them  in  the 
ground.  The  daily  fall  of  the  water,  too,  created  appre- 
hensiona  aa  to  the  manner  in  which  we  should  be  able  to 
accomplish  our  return.  After  walking  through  the  brakes 
for  some  time,  I  came  to  a  small  stream  on  the  left  bank, 
called  Chahtahnboah,  or  Sparrowhawk  river,  which  the 
voyageura,  for  some  idle  reason,  have  named  £au  de  Vie. 
Nearly  opposite  to  this  the  Pahjeetah  Zeezeehah,  or  Yel- 
low Medicine  river,  joina  the  St.  Peter's,  its  mouth  almlkst 
choked  up  with  ^^ild  rice,  l^he  main  river  now  becooMS 
about  eighty  yards  wide  again,  the  banka  low,  viith  givat 
quantities  of  zizania;  the  slopes  of  the  upland  prairie  on 
the  right  bank  are  well  wooded ;  and  a  very  good  channel, 
from  five  to  eight  feet  deep.  At  the  termination  of  this 
channel  there  is  another  hahh&h,  or  fall,  with  a  rapid  about 
one  hundred  yarda  long,  through  which  the  canoe  had  to 
be  dragged  by  the  men  up  to  their  waists  in  water.  From 
here  to  the  Qrand  Portage  there  is  a  succession  of  rapida. 
At  this  point  the  river  makea  a  detour  of  three  miles,  the 
whole  distance  being  one  continued  rapid,  through  which 
the  can 00  bad  to  be  dragged.  The  portage  is  one  mile  and 
three-quarters  across,  by  land,  and  it  was  here  the  singu- 
larly-laminated rock  occurred,  whicii  is  spoken  of  at  pag« 
27,  and  which  reaemblea  granite  in  every  particular  except 
its  stratification.  *  The  strike  or  direction  of  these  masses 
is  N.  £.  by  E.  and  S.  W.  by  W.|  dipping  8.  £.,  and  I 
of  course  crossed  their  whole  breadth  at  right  angles.  After 
passing  the  portage  and  re-embarking,  four  other  rapids 
occur,  three  of  them  near  to  each  other,  and  the  fourth 
about  a  mile  distant.  The  river  soon  reassumes  ita  ancient 
breadth  of  one  hundred  yards,  and  winds  through  an  ex- 
tensive meadow  edged  with  zizania.  The  otters  were 
swimming  about  in  niimbers  among  the  wild  ric«,  and  the 
water  was  almost  coveTe«l  with  wild  ducks  and  teal.  The 
muskrats  bad  already  begun  to  build  their  tall  conical  houses 
in  the  water,  formed  of  the  straw  of  the  zizania.  Beyond 
thid  we  passed  a  broad  coulee,  made  by  an  immenae  herd 
of  buflaloes,  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  in  number,  which 
had  crossed  the  river  here.  The  chsnnel  now  becomes 
contracted  and  rocky  again,  a  stream  called  Mea-wakon 
(by  the  traders  Chippe^ay  river)  comes  in  from  the  lef>, 
about  fifty  feet  wide  at  its  mouth,  soon  after  which  the  Si. 
Peter's  narrows  to  thirty-five  yarda.  Here  the  prairies 
were  on  firo,  and  further  on  were  burnt  quite  black  down 
to  the  water's  edge.  The  valley  still  continues  about  two 
miles  broad,  and  the  bendrf  of  the  river  are  so  numerous 
that  I  could  see  it  in  six  diflerent  places  from  the  slope  c£ 
the  upland  prairie.  These  bends  would  be  sometimes  fif- 
teen hundred  yarda  round,  and  only  aizty  at  the  base.  The 
river  at  length  became  very  narrow,  and  so  blocked  up  with 
fallen  trees,  that  we  were  often  delayed  by  l>eing  obliged 
to  stop  and  cut  our  way  through.  The  last  atream  which 
falls  into  the  St.  Peter's  south  of  Lac  qui  parle,  and  wliic  h 
comes  from  the  right  bank,  is  called  Chsn-ilkpah-wotapab, 
or  the  last  wooded  river.  At  Lac  qui  parle  there  is  a  stock- 
aded trading-house  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  the 
residence  of  Reinville,  one  of  the  partners,  an  intelligent 
man,  possessing  a  great  deal  of  influence  with  the  Nacotab 
tribes,  having  been  brought  up  amongst  them.  The  pott 
is  about  a  mile  east  of  the  lake,  and  is  the  rendezvous  of 
great  numbers  of  tho  natives.  The  voyagcurs  estiniate  the 
distance  /rom  the  Warhajoo  to  the  lake  at  eighty  leagues, 
and  as  this  estimate  is  the  result  of  great  experience,  it  is 
probably  more  accurate,  than  any  one  that  can  be  made  by 
a  traveller,  whose  progress  is  necessarily  so  irregularly  con- 
dusted  durir-g  a  single  expedition.  Mr.  Reinville  informed 
me  that  the  lake  takes  its  name  from  a  tradition  that  it  had 
once  spoken  to  a  Nacotah  chief  when  croasing  it.  The 
valley  here  is  of  the  usual  breadtl),  bounded  by  tho  upland 
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prairie«,  and  the  lake  is  but  a  prolongation  of  it.  The 
rive/dwinillea  into  a  mere  half-choked-up  channel  at  low 
Btagea  of  tho  water.  The  coantry  around  continues  to  be 
very  fertile,  the  potatoes  «t  the  post  are  of  a  superior  kind, 
dry  and  large,  and  the  corn  ripens  well,  so  that  the  country 
is  sure,  some  day  or  other,  to  have  a  full  population. 

Here  I  deposited  ray  canoe,  finding  it  delayed  our  pro- 
gress, and  took  to  the  land,  coasting  Lac  qui  parle  on  the 
northeast  side,  which  is  nine  miles  long,  to  the  Wahboptah 
-ox  prairie-root  river,  where  the  natives  dig  a  sort  of  ground 
nut  they  are  attached  to.  This  stream,  which  has  some 
trees  on  its  banks,  is  about  thirty  feet  wide,  and  is  estima- 
ted to  be  about  five  leagues  from  the  post.  From  hence  I 
advanced  across  the  Bakl  prairie  about  seven  leagues,  one- 
bali  of  which  was  quite  black  with  the  extinct  fires.  Dur- 
ing the  march  there  was  no  protection  against  the  piercing 
northeast  wind,  full  of  humidity.  The  whole  distance  was 
strewed  with  boulders  of  granite  rocks,  flat  pieces  of  yel- 
lowish limestone,  with  impressions  of  encriniles  and  other 
fossils  of  the  carboniferous  limestone,  and  skeletons  and 
detached  bones  of  the  hnflfalo.  No  rock  in  place  was  seen 
of  any  description  whatever.  Numerous  small  stagnant 
pools  of  water  occurred,  but  none  that  could  be  drunk. 
On  reaching,  at  sunset,  after  making  painful  efibrts  to  do 
80,  the  only  trees,  at  a  place  oailed  Grosses  isles,  where 
materials  were  to  be  had  to  make  a  fire  for  the  night,  we 
were  so  sick  at  the  stomach,  from  cold  ayd  inanition,  that 
it  was  with  much  difiSculty  we  succeeded  in  producing  a 
light,  and  then  we  had  to  boil,  skim,  and  sirs  in  the  stag- 
nant water,  liefore  we  could  use  it.  The  succeeding  day 
we  had  to  march  eighteen  miles  during  the  most  severe 
weather,  to  a  place  where  some  bushes  grew,  but  without 
trees  On  approaching  it  within  a  mile,  it  looked  like  a 
pond  of  bright  water  ;  innumerable  quantities  of  wild  geese, 
and  large  white  ducks  with  black  tipped  wings,  were  hov- 
ering altout  it.  When  we  reached  the  place  we  found  it 
was  a  dried'Up  pond  without  a  drop  of  water,  the  surface 
being  covered  with  a  white  pellicle  of  carbonate  of  lime. 
It  was  from  the  neighborhood  of  this  place  I  first  saw  the 
Goteau  de  Prairie  stretchitig  up  and  down  S.  8.  E.  and  N. 
N.  W.  There  was  a  great  abundance  of  planorbis  and 
lymnea  here,  larger  than  any  I  had  seen  before.  The  Co- 
teatt  api^ears  to  have  its  n.ime  very  appropriately,  being  to 
the  prairie  that  sort  of  termination  to  the  horizon  which 'a 
coast  is  to  tfas  sea.  After  another  inclement  march  th^ 
joyful  sight  of  a  few  scattered  trees  presented  itself,  and 
descending  the  upland  prairie,  I  reached  fhe  last  trading 
post  of  the  American  Fur  Company  in  (his  quarter,  on  the 
east  side  of  Lac  Travers.  This  body  of  water,  so  called 
from  its  running  d  travns,  or  at  right  angles  from  the 
course  of  the  ntljoining  lake.<,  is  about  twenty  miles  long, 
and  runs  N.  E.  by  N  ,  by  compass.  The  waters  were 
turbid,  having  no  outlet  in  the  dry  part  of  the  season,  and 
were  at  this  time,  from  continued  evaporation,  not  very 
palatable.  At  other  times  of  the  year  it  discharges  its 
water  in  a  northerly  direction,  inlo  Red  ri>cr  of  Lake  Win- 
nipeg;, and  during  the  ^rreatest  frc-ihets  it  overflows  the  val- 
ley which  separates  it  from  Lnke  Eatatcnka,  at  its  south 
end.  The  greater  part  of  the  boulders  in  this  neighbor- 
hood are  flat  pieces  of  limestone,  but  I  never  could  find  any 
in  place.  The  sandy  loam  of  the  prairies  is  about  one 
hundred  feet  deep,  judging  from  the  watcr-lovcl,  and  efTec- 
tually  conceals  the  rock  formntion  below.  From  this  place 
I  proceeded  to  the  Coteau  dc  Praiiio,  kee[)ing  down  tho 
southeast  side  of  the  i#ike,  and  cros>>tng  a  valley  about  one 
mile  broad,  which  spp»ir»ites  the  lakes,  the  north  end 
of  Minday  Eatakenkti,  or  Big-stone  Inke,  as  it  is  vulgarly 
cdlcd,  being  two  miles  from  Lake  Travers.  Having  re- 
gained the  upland  prairie  to  the  northwest,  where  there 
are  some  large  moundj»,  and  following  the  northwest  branch 
of  the  St.  Peter's,  (now  an  inconsiderable  rivulet,  running 
in  a  x'ery  deep  ravine,  and   ofton   not  more  than  aix  feet 


across,  but  very  pure  water,)  T  came  quite  in  front  oftke 
Coteau  de  Prairie,  separated  from  it  only  three  or  for. 
miles,  covered  by  a  vast  number  of  sand-hills. 

In  this  part  of  the  Northwest  Territory  it  is  very  kH« 
(hat  trees  arc  found  where  there  is, no  water.  Tbefir4 
care  of  the  traveller,  in  a  region  where  there  ii  nobodr  to 
astiist  )iim,  is  self-preservation;  his  principal  altentia, 
therefore,  is  directed  lo  trees,  especially  at  the  seitiof  iiol 
winter ;  without  fuel  he  would  be  froxen  to  death  in  thi 
night,  and  fortunately  where  there  iefoel  there  is  also  wtto, 
unless  it  has'  been  absorbed.  The  conr.^e  of  llie  mil 
streams  which  form  the  principal  sources  of  the  St  Prter*!, 
is  along  the  wooded  lines  an  the  flanks  of  Cbbrty-tanb, 
or  the  Great  Hills,  the  name  given  by  the  Ntcotshi  tw  the 
Coteau.  This  word  is  pronounced  very  guttural  anJ  nf^ 
Wherever  those  dark  spots  and  lines  were  seen  on  ib  si^, 
water  was  generally  found.  On  these  extensive  pUiw  ob- 
jects are  deceptive,  from  there  being  nothing  to  oinpin 
with  them.  An  eminence  at  a  distance  will  appeer  tw 
hundred  feet  high,  which,  when  reached,  will  nolbefiftj 
A  prairie-wolf  looks,  when  running,  like  a  deer;  a  usd 
rock  like  a  buffalo.  I  have  seen  an  antelope  rear  npoai* 
hind  legs,  as  they  always  do  to  look  at  objects,  and  casi 
have  thought  it  a  cameleopard.  At  a  distance  flf  filiw 
mites  the  Coteau  looked  like  a  lofly  chain.  Mr.  ^t^% 
assigned  to  it  a  height  of  one  thousand  feet.*  The»E«- 
sion  was  dispelled  as  soon  as  I  came  near  it  The  imc? 
is  so  gentle  at  the  place  where  I  began  to  ascend,  ikit  I 
was  hardly  aware  I  was  going  up  hi!!.  The  ascent  }«■ 
haps  continues  two  and  a  half  miles,  and  is  not  more  ^ 
at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  to  the  mile.  I& 
not  suppose  the  Coteau  to  rise  more  than  four  hoDdnl 
and  fifty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  upland  prairie.  ^ 
Coteau  itself  is  another  upland  prairie,  somewhat  bob 
diversified  than  that  I  had  left  behind,  having  numerija 
small  wooded  lakes  on  its  surface,  which  have  a  terjr  pifr 
turesque  appearance.  From  the  plateau  here  there  »i 
very  extensive  view  of  the  prairies  below,  with  the  like 
The  prairies  in  every  direction  arc  bounded  only  by  *• 
horizon  ;  a  few  occasional  trees  indicate  stagnant  water.  B 
is  two  good  days*  march  from  hence  to  the  river  ShyUi 
and  eight  further  to  Pembina,  on  Red  river  of  Lake  Wi^ 
nipeg,  the  whole  of  it  over  a  prairie  county  whh  oatj 
small  lakes  and  occasional  wood.  The  Nid  de  TonunWt 
or  Nest  of  Thunder,  a  name  derived  from  some  Indian  tn- 
dition,  comprehends  a  small  tract  of  country  with  i  «»| 
irregular  surface,  where  knolls,  depressions,  and  m" 
wooded  lakes  prevail.  The  sand  hills  I  have  before sfflko 
I  of  as  lying  In  front  of  the  Coteau  de  Prairie,  extend  ii* 
I  this  vicinity,  and  still  farther  to  the  northwest  Fartber 
to  the  northwest  are  several  saline  lakes,  one  of  wtK^t 
named  Saline  lake  on  the  map,  is  about  ten  miles  !«!■ 
On  the  shores  of  these  lakes  crystallized  salt  is  focfl^  » 
dry  seasons,  when  the  surface  has  been  much  crapontfl.; 
muriate  of  lime  appears  to  be  mixed  with  it.  As  tkc« 
is  no  rock  in  place  around  here,  conjectures  only  c* 
be  formed  upon  the  nature  of  the  subjacent  hetU.  Ab«.< 
thirty  miles  from  Lake  Travers  the  Psee,  or  WiW-iw 
river,  flows  cast  of  north  to  Red  river,  rising  prinfip»'«y 
in  a  small  lake  at  the  foot  of  the  Coteau.  From  'i» 
stream  there  is  a  constant  line  of  sand  hills  to  the  SbrWt 
a  shallow  stream  about  thirty  yards  wide,  with  plenlT*' 
wood.  The  buffalo  abound  about  here,  but  seldom  «* 
much  farther  south.  For  twenty  to  twenty-five  niil«fr* 
this  stream,  the  country  on  the  left  bank  is  hilly  and  dn^r 
and  more  easily  travelled  o\  pr  than  on  the  opposite  Mki 
which  U  much  cut  up  by  coul«^es.  Another  Indian  locil^ 
now  presents  itself,  called  the  Grizxly  Bear's  Den.  aW 
hill  on  the  south  stde  of  the  Shyan.  From  this  place «  ■ 
five  days*  march  to  Lac  do  Diablo. 
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The  Gotetu  de  Prairie,  about  which  very  IJUle  hat  been 
Down,  is  a  very  broad  ridge  of  land  dividing  the  waters 
libetary  to  the  Miseeari  from  those  which  discharge  them- 
»lfet  into  the  8t,  Peter's,  and  into  Red  river  of  Loke 
Vinnepeg.  Its  general  direction  is  about  N.  N.  W.  and 
!.  S.  E.;  thongh  in  places  it  appears  to  be  irregaiar.  To  y 
le  south  it  conies  down  to  the  sources  of  the  Mekato,  whilst 
» the  noith  it  terminates  for  a  while  near  the  sources  of 
M  Psse,  when  a  flat  ooontry  comes  in,  intersected  by  the 
hyan  and  Ooose  rivefs.  Lac  du  Diable*  Is  in  this  area, 
itb  Turtle  river.  Here  the  Cotean  rises  again  to  the  north, 
Dt  is  called  the  Pembina  hills  by  the  traders ;  these  extend 
syond  die  Assinaboin  river,  and  die  away  about  Flat  lake, 
m  saveaty  miles  from  Lake  Winnepeg.f  Best  of  the 
Mnbina  hills  there  are  salt-springs,  and  (rom  the  somewhat 
Igoe  accounts  I  received  from  the  Indians,  there  is  coal  in 
isir  vicinity.  A  very  respectable  trader  informed  me  he 
id  once  picked  up  some  bituminous  coal  on  the  shore  of 
ske  Travers. 

Between  Lake  Travers  and  the  Missouri  there  are  four 
f  these  ridges :  Cotmu  de  Prairie,  on  the  surface  of  which 
leie  is  nothing  to  be  seen  but  small  wooded  lakes,  with 
imeMe  quantitiee  of  rauskrats,  and  which  extends  four 
lys'  easy  march  to  a  valley  through  which  a  fine  stream 
Jled  Cbaneaska  or  White-wood  river  fl<«ws.  This  stream, 
hich  the  voyageurs  have  named  riviere  au  Jacoues,  rises 
I  the  flat  area  where  Lac  du  Diablo  is;  it  is  weU  wooded, 
id  joins  the  Missouri  about  the  forty -third  degree.  The 
Bt  parallel  ridge  is  about  one  -dey's  maneh  to  riviere  aux 
rmes ;  then  another  -smeU  ridge  occurs,  vrith  a  stream 
ftrating  it  from  Minriay  Shosboh-chhray,^  «  high  hill 
'  the  muddy  river,'*  which  the  voyageurs  going  up  the 
Eissoori  have  catted  Goteau  de  Missouri,  having  it  on  the 
(ht.  The  distMioe  from  Lake  Travers  to  the  Missouri, 
toss  this  pan  of  the  country,  is  eijual  to  seven  days* 
lick,  and  the  Mandan  village,  in  47^  30^,  can  be  reached 

I  the  same  time. 

Finding  the  whole  country  buried  up  in  sand  and  clay, 
>  roek  in  place  of  any  kind,  and  constantly  admonished  by 
e  spproseh  of  the  winter,  I  determined  to  return  by  the 
bth  side  of  Minday  Eatalenka,  or  Big-stone  lake.  De- 
ndiog  the  Coteau,  I  had  a  weary  march  across  the  burnt 
airiet,  and  with  nothing  to  attract  attentioti  but  the  ez- 
ime  beauty  of  the  mirage  and  the  distant  tops  of  a  few 
tM,  I  leaobed  Eatateuka,  an  extremely  beautiful  piece  of 
Iter.    Where  I  struck  the  lake  it  was  impossible  to  get 

the  water's  edge,  on  account  of  the  great  breadth  of  Uie 
rampy  ground,  covered  with  rushes  eight  feet  high.  From 
e  high  land  there  was  a  fine  view  of  the  lake,  curving  for 
gvsftt  distance,  with  occasional  bluffs  two  hundred  feet 
gh.  Near  its  banks  the  land  is  of  the  finest  quality,  but 
sometimes  intersected  by  coulees.  I  went  down  one  of 
em  towards  the  lake,  and  found  it  terminate  in  about  one 
mdred  and  fiAy  acres  of  very  rich  land,  forming  asingu* 
r  wilderness  of  trees  and  briers,  with  a  stream  of  fine 
it^  flowing  through  it.  The  remains  of  a  large  Indian 
llsge  were  there,  and  on  rising  the  east  bank  of  the  cou- 
ft  there  was  a -mound  which  overlooked  the  country, 
owards  the  southeast  termination  there  is  a  fine  low  dry 
urie,  and  a  good  beach,  which  enabled  me  to  get  some 
lies  and  anodontas.  Below  thia  are  some  large  islands, 
ith  Indian  villages^     The  lake,  which  is  generally  very 

*Ths  Nstotahs  €«U  this  Lake  Miodsy  Wskoe,  or  Grefit  Spirit's 
Ke;  but  as  ihey  attach  a  suijernviural  feeling  to  many  things  ihej 
not  comprehend,  and  apply  the  name  of  Wakon  even  to  a  powerful 
iCaei,ibe  Csaadtan  voyageais  sHea  misuUce  the  Indians,  and  in  this 
Asnce  have  given  to  tjnis  lake  the  now  popular  name  of  the  Devil's  , 
ke. 

I I  have  thought  it  might  be  ueoful  to  give  geographical  netiees  of 
me  IqcaUUfs  of  ihis  uiurequsoted  region :  those  which  I  did  not  visit 
rielf  are  from  good  authority. 

t  It  is  extremely  probable  that  this  is  the  orisln  of  the  word  Misenuri. 
be  fint  time  I  heard  a  Nacouh  pronounce  Miniiey  ShoriiolMdihray, 
UTcd  rapidly  together,  as  is  their  war,  h  produced  Just  such  a  sound 
sn  illiterate  voyageur  would  convpy  hy  MiMhcuTHy. 
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well  wooded,  temiinatea  in  a  low  marshy  piece  of  ground, 
and  was  here  covered  with  such  great  quantitiea  of  wild 
fowl,  that  they  made  a  noise  like  thunder  when  they  arose. 
Its  eitreme  length  is  about  thirty-eix  miles,  and  it  averages 
about  one  mile  and  three  quarters  in  width  ;  the  north  end 
for  a  short  distance  runs  north  and  south,  the  central  part 
bears  nearly  east,  and  at  the  other  end  it  inclines  to  the 
southeast  From  here  the  distance  to  Lac  qui  Parle  is  about 
thirty  miles  by  the  8t.  Peter's,  which  is  only  navigable  when 
the  watere  are  high ;  the  stream  was  very  small  when  I 
crossed  it,  and  ran  through  low  mepdows  of  tall  wido  grass, 
which  iill  this  continuation  of  the  valley  between  Lac  qui 
Parle  and  Eatatenka.  Having  cfoesed  the  valley  here,  I 
found  myself  suddenly  amongst  immense  masses  oif  granite 
in  place,  isolated  from  each  other,  and  occupying  several 
hundred  acres.  6ome  of  these  masses  are  twenty-five  leet 
high,  they  eitend  sir  or  eight  ndles  down  the  valley,  and 
give  its  name  of  Eatatenka,  or  Great  Rocks,  to  the  kke. 
On  the  south  side  of  this  valley,  not  far  from  the  lake,  a 
stream  comes  in  called  2Soo«oo  Watapah,  or  Sandstone 
river ;  It  rises  high  up  in  the  prairie,  and  is  a  large  stfeam 
at  some  stoaaons.  Lower  down  another  stream  oomesin  on 
the  sifroe  side,  called  Chbray  Wakon ;  this  also  rises  far  In 
the  Coteau,  and  takes  its  name  from  a  lofty  mound  near 
which  it  passes,  named  Chhray  M^akon,  from  a  miracutooe 
tradition  which  the  Indians  have  preserved.  As  they  esteem 
all  medicine  to  be  miraculous,  the  voyageurs  frequently 
translate  the  word  wakoui  which  generally  means  something 
superrtatural,  by  «  medicine."  Thus  the  French  have  called 
this  stream  riviere  de  la  Montagpne  Medicine.  Advancing 
to  the  sombeast  I  found  the  prairies  on  fin  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  having  regained  the  eanoe,  succeeded,  with  a 
great  deal  of  exertion,  in  desoendrag  the  8t.  Peter's  and 
in  reaching  Fort  8nelUng,  which  place  I  left  with  two  feet 
of  snow  on  the  ground,  and  exceedingly  severe  weather. 

Being  desirous  of  examining  the  country  from  Prairie 
du  Chien  to  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  more  in  detail 
than  I  sfaotild  have  been  able  to  do  if  I  had  taken  my  pas- 
sage  in  the  steamboat,  I  continued  on  to  Dubuque's  and 
the  town  of  Galena  in  my  canoe.  8u1phuret  of  lead  is 
found  in  various  places  between  Prairie  du  Chien  and 
Cassville,  a  new  settlement  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. At  Dubuque's  lead  mines  the  limestone  appears 
identically  the  same  with  the  galeniferons  beds  of  Mis- 
souri. The  fossils  also  are  the  characteristic  fossils  of  the 
carboniferous  limestone.  The  galena  itself,  however,  dif- 
fers in  appearance  flrom  that  which  constitutes  the  solid 
and  brilliant  bands*  of  sulphuret  in  the  Missouri  mines. 
There,  although  it  has  an  evident  tendency  to  separate 
into  cubes,  the  lines  of  cleavage  ore  generally  obliterated, 
whilst  here  the  sulphuret  consists  of  aggregates  of  perfect 
cubes,  of  a  very  dull  and  robly  appearance,  and  lying  in 
loose  masses  in  cavities  of  the  limestone  tieds,  mixed  up 
Mth  ochraous  earth.  I  found  this  to  be  the  univereal  state 
of  the  metallic  beds  also  on-  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi. 
In  Missouri  the  veins  of  galena  ara  exceedingly  bright, 
and  are  encased  in  wet,  waxy,  red,  argillaceous  matter, 
whilst  in  the  galeniferous  region  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, some  electric  action  seems  to  have  dried  up  the  argil- 
laceous matter,  an(^o  have  separated  the  metal  into  cubea, 
and  broken  it  up  into  masses.  In  the  neighborhood  of  the 
town  of  Galena,  I  perceived  the  veins  went  very  much  into 
those  pockets  common  to  metallic  countries  ;f  here  they  ap- 
pear to  pravail  through  extensive  areas  of  country  ;  shafts 
are  sunk  to  great  depths  through  the  dry  red  earth,  and  the 
masses  of  cubical  sulphuret  are  always  found  in  the  con- 
dition I  have  described.  I  think  it  very  probable  that  the 
lead  formation  of  this  part  of  the  United  Slates  extends  to 
the  north  far  beyond  the  places  where  excavations  are  now 
carried  on,  but  the  activity,  perseverance,  and  great  ra- 
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*pectabitity  as  to  the  character  and  rcaoarcra  of  the  popu- 
latinti  engaged  in  the  lead  buiineee  of  the  Galena  disUict, 
will  in  time  lead  to  its  development  whereter  it  may  be. 
When  the  present  veins  are  eihausted,  shafts  will  be  sunk 
still  deeper.  There  is,  in  fact,  good  reason  to  believe  that 
the  whole  distance  between  the  lead  mines  of  Missouri 
and  those  of  Duboq tie's,  is  comprehended  in  the  galenifer- 
ous  formation.  At  Mineral  point,  a  day's  ride  from  Galena, 
there  are  also  copper  veins,  indications  of  which  I  saw  in 
coming  down  the  Wiskonsan.  The  veins  are  nearly  vertical, 
and  the  carbonate  produces  thirty-five  per  cent,  of  copper. 

The  Mississippi,  from  Fever  river,  continues  about  the 
*  usual  breadth,  but  has  comparatively  few  islands  in  it ;  the 
>  «Duntry  is  exceedingly  beautiful,  the  banks  abounding  in 
gentle  slopes,  with  scattering  trees  and  occasional  escarp- 
ments. In  the  vicinity  of  Rock  river  bituminous  coal  is 
found  in  many  places,  lying  in  the  beds  of  the  carbonifer- 
ow  limestone  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi^  like  those 
previously  deecribed  in  the  fcltate  of  Jllinois.  At  the  foot 
of  tbe  Des  Moine  rapids,  near  the  place  called  Keokuk, 
the  beds  of  carboniferous  limestone  are  full  of  siliceous  ge- 
odes,  some  of  them  a  foot  in  diameter,  and  of  great  beauty 
and  variety.  In  some  instances  I  found  the  geodee  con- 
tainiog  accidental  minerals ;  pearl  spar  covering  the  faces 
and  terminations  of  the  quartz  crystals,  and  tliis  again 
sprinkled  over  with  a  profusion  of  minute  cubes  of  snlphu- 
ret  of  lead.  Continuing  down  tbe  Mississippi,  along  tbe 
bluff  of  the.  carboniferous  limestone,  and  passing  the  mouth 
of  the  Missouri,  I  reached  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri. 

From  this  place  the  geology  of  the  country  south  to  Red 
river,  and  southeast  to  tbe  -Atlantic,  baa  been  already 
■ketched  out  in  my  report  of  1 885. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  Ac, 

G.  W.  F£ATH£R8T0NHAUQH» 

U.  a.  GeologiMt. 

ExplanaHoriM  of  tome  Gtological  Terms  uud  in  this  Re- 
port. 

Antielinal— 'Where  the  beds  dip  contrariwise,  like  slates  on 
the  opposite  sides  of  the  roof  of  a  bouae. 

Br)0c/it(»poc2aH— molluscous  animals  inhsbiting  certain  shells, 
with  spiral  arms,  serving  the  purpose  of  locomotion. 

Conformable — beds  whose  planes  or  faces  conform  in  par- 

j  '        allelism  to  each  other. 

Conglomerate — rocks  formed  of  fragments  of  older  rocks, 
usually  rounded  into  the  pebble  form  by  the  action 
of  water. 

Cleavage — lines  in  slates  and  other  rocks  which  resemble 
the  lines  of  stratification,  but  which  run  in  a  differ- 
ent direction.  The  intervention  of  a  siliceous 
seam,  or  sometimes  the  position  of  fossils,  will  de- 
termine doubtful  cases. 

^ormatian^^n.  bed  or  group  of  beds,  deposited  at  an  epoch 
independent  of  that  during  which  the  beds  it  lies 
between  were  deposited. 

Goniatitu — a  chambered  shell,  with  a  siphuncle^  spirally 
striated,  resembling  the  ammonite  and  nautilus. 
.  lekthyodorulitea—^^ftnwre  fin  bones  of  an  extinct  shark- 
like species  of  fish* 

IgnigenouB-^odut  having  their  origin  from  fire,  in  contra- 
distinction to  those  having  their  origin  from  water. 

Lt^i/e*— carbonated  fossil  wood. 

Murai  «8eai7»men/«»perpendicular  clifis»  presenting  a  sec- 
tion of  beds  like  a  wall. 

Aoere— 4be  brilliant  iiidiscent  appearance  on  the  sur£ioe  of 
some  shells. 

Outlier-^  mass  of  rock  detached  from  the  general  form- 
ation of  which  it  once  formed  a  part. 

iZoc^Mirta— animals  including  echinitei^  eaeriniles,  Ac. 

J2oeA^— all  beds,  whether  hard  or  soft,  are,  in  geology,  in- 
»    eluded  in  this  term. 


jSee^ipn— ^when  tbe  edges  of  a  series  of  beds  show  ihei- 

selves  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  or  ia  sdj  eaai^ 

ment,  as  if  the  formation  had  been  cat  tbrooiii, 

this  is  a  natural  section.     Rivers  cut  thrwigh  ikw 

beds  ususlly  by  retrocession. 
Seam— -a  thin  parting  between  thicker  deposites. 
Sedimtniary  rodla— deposited  from  water. 
Seplorio— calcareous    concratiens,   divided   by  imfolu 

lines  of  carbonate  of  lima  into  septa  or  chsnben. 
Siphuncle — a  tube  passing  through  tbe  septa  of  coacm- 

rated  shells,  to  enable  tbe  animals  to  liM  sodaik 

in  the  water. 
SfratuM'-^ii  bed  or  deposite  distinct  from  another  bed. 
^/fiof i/Setf<— de|iosilas  formed  by  beds  lying  upoo  asd  » 

ally  parallel  to  each  other. 
Strike — the  direction  of  the  edges  of  beds  at  right  u^ 

to  their  dip,  as  wo  say  to  strike  o^  in  anv  giia 

direction. 
S'^nc/tmi/-<-where  the  beds  converge  towaids  each  aka 

In  concave  lines. 
Ta^t— a  slope  at  the  foot  of  an  escarpment,  forsisd  dh 

-    fallen  materiab. 
I7ii«on/orma&/e— beda  whose  planea  do  not  confaniBft- 

allelism  to  each  other. 
Unstratifled-^^vaoTfAiwm  masses,  without  any  appenw 

of  atratification. 
ZoophyteS'-'-etikUksiM  producing  coral  rodLS. 

[Appended  to  tbe  above  report  are  twenty  ilhntnU^^ 
agrams ;  a  map  of  a  reconnoisaanoe  oi  tbe  St.  Pcter'iRW 
to  its  sourcee ;  and  a  map  of  a  portion  of  the  Indian  coa- 
try  lying  east  and  wast  of  the  Misrisippi  river,  to  lke4lt 
degree  of  north  latitude,  made  in  the  autumn  of  ISft 
fcora  peraonal  observation :  which  maps  and  diacnn^Ai 
publiabers  regret  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  pIsetsiA 
tbe  report  in  tbe  Register  of  ]>ebatea.  As  freqatnt  ^ 
ence  is  made  in  this  report  to  an  **£zaminaiioooftbci^ 
vajled  country  between  tbe  Miaaouri  and  Red  rivBn^*'Bi^ 
in  1834  by  the  same  gentleman,  it  ia  deemed  proper,  at' 
der  to  give  a  full  view  of  what  tbe  United  Stales  GeKO- 
ment  has  done,  by  its  authority,  in  aid  of  the  aui^*' 
oonnoisaances  of  tbe  country,  to  include  that  report  ih^  ■ 
connexion  with  this. — ^£ditobs.] 


Geofegieal  report  of  an  examination  made  m  1894,«/if 
elevated  country  be  f  tot  en  the  Missouri  and  Red  ri^ 
By  G.  W,  Featherstonhttugh,  U.  S,  geologitl.  f^ 
edby  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Wa*  DtPAXTlflTr, 

Februay  17,  II* 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  log(^ 
with  a  report  of  the  ofilicer  in  charge  of  the  Topqpp^ 
Bureau,  the  report  of  Mr.  Feather8tonhaugh,'Ctllrdfcrlf 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  tlu  If^ 
iaatant  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LB  WIS  CAS8. 
Hon.  JoBK  Bill, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


TopoaaAPBicAL  BcBS^r, 

February  17M,  ISft 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  "  the  ivp^'J 
G.  W.  Featherstonbsugb,  Esq.,  employed  in  virtitofJJ 
act  of  June  28,  1834,"  called  for  by  a  reeolatioB  d  m 
H4rase  of  Represents tivea  of  the  14  th  instant 
I  am,  very  reepectfully,  air,  your  obedient  fcma^ 

JOHN  J.  ABBJff. 
Ueut.  CoL  Top.  Bngjism 
Hon  Law  IS  Cass,  . 
Secretary  of  War. 
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REPORT. 


Wabhiwotoh  Citt, 

February  17,  1835. 
[iieut.  Col.  J.  J.  Abkrt, 

v.  S.  Topographical  Engintere  : 

Sjn:  In  obedince  to  your  inslruciious,  dated  July  12, 
1884,  to  repair  to  aotne  point  on  the  northern  boundary  of 
he  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  peraonally  inspect  the  min- 
ni  and  geological  character  of  th^  hiq^hlands  and  water 
ibeds  where  the  public  lands  are  situated,  of  that  elevated 
nantry  lying  l>elween  the  Missouri  river  and  Red  river, 
uiown  under  the  designation  of  the  Ozark  mountains,  and 
imitiog  my  return  to  the.  seat  of  Government,  to  make  my 
eport,  to  the  1  at  day  of  iPebruary,  1835,  I  have  the  honor 
0  state: 

l^hat,  having  executed  those  instructions,  I  reached  the 
ity  of  Washington  on  the  evening  of  the  Slat  of  January, 
835,  having  accomplished  a  distance  of  four  thousand  six 
loodred  miles  during  my  journey,  of  which  upwards  of 
bree  thousand  miles  were  elTected  by  land. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  details  of  this  report,  I  beg  to 
^rve,  that,  aware  of  being  directed  in  my  instructitins  to 
iie  e;;amination  of  the  public  lands  exclusively,  if,  for  the 
Mipose  of  illustration,  I  bhould  apply  the  geological  in- 
irmation  I  possess  of  other  portions  of  the  structure  of  this 
ontinent,  it  will  be  because  1  am  invited  in  my  instructions 
)  do  so,  and  from  which  I  beg  to  ^not^  the  foil  jwing  pas-^ 
Ige: 

'*  Although,  by  these  instructions^  your  inveatigations 
r«  limited  to  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  and  the  adjacent 
Qblic  Urds,  it  is  nevertheless  desirable  that,  in  the  report 
y  be  made  by  you  on  your  return  to  this  dty,  whatever 
Bological  information  you  may  possess,  which  can  be  use- 
lily  applied  to  the  illustration  of  the  investigations  you  are 
bout  to  make,  ,and  which  may  aid  in.  developing  the  re- 
wrces  ot  the  countries  you  are  directed  to  examine,  and 
isir  geological  connexion  elsewhere,  should  bo  fully  stated 
>r  the  information  of  the  Government.*' 

Geology  being  altogether  a  science  of  observation,  and 
le  cautious  spirit  o(  the  proseht  times  giving  no  weight  to 
Dy  opinions  which  are  not  founded  upon  the  practical  ex- 
ntnation  of  pbysical  phenonacna,  1  venture  to  pledge  my- 
df  that  this  report  will  be  in  accordance  with  a  rigorous 
V'd  to  this  salutary  tem|)er  of  ihe  age;  that  all  the  facts 
ifitained  in  it  are  the  result  of  my  own  personal  examina- 
M»;  and  that  the. opinions  I  shall  have  occasion  to  sd- 
iDce,  respecting  the  geological  struciufe  of  thoiie  parts  of 
le  United  3latcs  described  iM^retn,  appei^r  to  me  to  be 
lain  deductions  from  a  long  series  of  personal  invcstiga- 
wis  effected  in  £urope4nd  on  this  continent. 

It  is  also  from  a  tiiucere  desire  to  make  this  report  as  per- 
lanently  instructive  as  possible,  that  I  have  thought  il  ad- 
sable  to  prefix  to  the  detsils  of  my  Ute  obsor  vat  ions  a 
ief  account  of  ihoso  leading  principles  of  modern,  geolo^ 
hiSh  are  the  result  of  the  labors  of  some  of  the  most  euii- 
snt  men  in  Great  Briuin,.  France,  and  Germany— men 
hose  names  obtain  the  willing  confide<;i€C  of  Europe  and 
mrrica-  Honored  as  I  have  been  in  the  solection  to  |)cr- 
nn  this  important  duty,  I  should  think  myself  greatly 
anting  in  an  earnest  desire  to  make  my  labors  extensive- 
useful,  if  I  were  not  to  endeavor  to  make  this  report  as 
insparent  to  the  intcUigence  of  all  who  may  read  it  as  the 
iture  of  the  subject  may  admit  of;  attd  this  I  couUl  not  do, 
nsidering  the  juresent  state  of  geological  knowledge  in  this 
mntry,  if  I  .were  piDi[)ly  to  relate  what  1  have  seen,  and 
len  coq^  io  general  conclusions,  without  illustrating  the 
ibject  by  such  on  exhibiiion  of  the  priuci|ilcs  of  the  science, 
id  by  such  an  application  of  legitimate  reasoning  from 
lem,  aa  would  bring  out  the  facts  1  have  observed  in  prom- 
ent  relation,  with  the  general  mineral  structure  of  the  globe ; 


with  the  design  not  only  of  satisfying  those  least  conver* 
sant  with  the  science  of  geology  of  the  great  usefulnes" 
and  beauty  of  the  science,  but  of  enabling  them  to  form  a 
competent  judgment  as  to  the  accuracy  of  my  own  labors, 
and  tha  degree  of  confidence  due  to  my  own  opinions. 
Had  my  report  been  addressed  only  to  the  scientific  few,  I 
am  aware  that  this  would  have  been  superfluous ;  but  as  the 
appointment  I  have  been  honored  with  was  for  the  benefit 
of  the  many,  so  I  must  ask  to  be  permitted  to  consider  my- 
self as  still  acting  in  thit  relation  to  the  country. 

Practical  geology  can  be  conversant  only  with  the  crust 
of  tbe  globe,  being  that  portion  of  it  which  is  comprehend- 
ed between  the  lowest  observed  depths  of  any  mines,  and 
tbe  greatest  elevation  of  any  mountains.  It  is  within 
these  limits  alone  that  observations  can  be  made,  if  we  ex- 
cept examinations  of  those  mineral  substances  which  have, 
at  various  periods,  been  ejected  in  a  state  of  igneous  fusion, 
by  volcanic  action,  from  the  more  central  parts  of  the  earth* 
such  as  the  lavas  occasionally  proceeding  from  the  acUve 
volcanoea  of  our  own  timea.  But  this  superficial  portion 
of  the  globe,  which  may  be  estimated  at  a  mean  depth  of 
about  seven  miles,  is  comparatively  insignificant  in  its  pro- 
pertion  to  the  mean  radius  of  the  earth,  which  may  be  es- 
timated at  aliout  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  five 
milea ;  still  it  is  sulBciently  comprehensive  for  the  whole 
economy  of  nature,  both  external  and  subterranean ;  and 
the  immense  diaproportion  between  it  and  what  liea  beneath 
it,  instead  of  leaving  an  impression  of  the  insignificance  of 
that  proportion  upon  our  uunds,  leads  them  to  tbe  contem- 
plation of  the  immeasurable  power  of  that  expansiv«  agency 
which  we  know,  from  the  evidence  of  volcanic  action,  has, 
ewn  in  our  own  times,  a  modifying  efiect  upon  the  super- 
fioial  part  of  the  globei  and  which  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
believe  may  have  been,  in  all  time,  in  a  constant  state  of 
exertion  in  that  immense  and  impenetrable  apace  compre- 
hended within  the  diameter  of  the  earth.  Knowing,  as  we 
do,  that  the  crust  of  the  earth  has  been  qonsUntly  modified* 
by  subterranean  action,  and  believing,  as  a  great  majority 
of  modern  goologisU  do,  that  all  its  mineral  characters  are 
luost  rationally  accounted  for  by  the  direct  and  indirect 
agency  of  such  a  power,  we  cannot  avert  ourselves  from 
the  consideration  of  so  magnificent  a  provision  for  natural 
operations ;  and  hence  men  have  ceased  to  attempt  expla- 
nations of  the  economy  of  the  earth's  structure,  by  an  hy- 
potheais  of  entire  aqueous  action. 

But  we  are  not  to  regard  the  radial  apace  aa  a  mere  va- 
cancy where  igneous  action  is  exerted,  but  as  a  field  where 
it  acts  upon  matter  in  states  and  conditions  of  which  per- 
haps the  scientific  chemist  has  but  a  faint  conception  ;  for 
we  are  tanght,  upon  the  authority  of  eminent  philoso- 
phers, that  the  density  of  the  interior  is  much  greater  than 
that  of  the  crust.  It  will  be  perceived,  from  this  mode  of 
reasoning,  that  tha  force  of  such  a  radial  space,  acting  un- 
der such  conditions,  could  not  but  produce  resuW^equiva- 
lent  to  tbe  grandeur  of  iu  power,  and  which  might  justify 
geologists  in  referring  the*  origin  and  actual  sUte  of  what 
is  called  the  crust  of  the  earth,  to  its  direct  and  indirect 
action.  . 

If  we  consider  the  opinions  of  some  distinguished  phil- 
osophers, who  believe  that  our  earth  is  an  anciout  igneous 
body  which  has  for  long  periods  been  cooling,  we  certainly 
find  a  relation  between  such  a  process  ajid  the  lowest  rocks 
in  the  geological  series  usually  called  primary  ;  these  rocks 
being  all  considered  by  the  most  eminent  geologists  and 
rhemiats  to  b»  the  result  of  mineral  matter  cooled  down 
from  a  sUtc  of  igneous  fusion.  But  those  rocks,  which 
are  found  at  the  lowest  points  where  geological  examina- 
tions can  be  made,  conatitute  also,  sometimes,  the  loftiest 
summiu  of  mountains— a  seeming  paradox  to  those  who 
have  not  turned  their  attention  to  this  subject. 

The  mean  height  of  the  continente  of  our  globe,  which, 
with  its  islands,  stand,  in  relation  to  that  portion  of  the 
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surface  they  occupy,  comparatively  to  the  sea,  aa  about  one 
to  three,  is  thought  to  he  near  two  miles ;  whitet  the  sea  is 
considered  to  have  about  an  equivalent  mean  depth.  If,  there* 
fore,  at  any  period  in  the  history  of  our  planet,  the  mineral 
matter  constituting  the  dry  land  has  been  distributed  be- 
neath  the  waters  of  the  sea,  an  arrangement,  as  we  per- 
ceive, very  possible,  and  apparently  probable,  the  planet 
would  then  have  been  entirely  covered  by  water.  In  eueb 
a  state  of  things,  we  have  no  cause  to  which  to  refer  the 
origin  of  our  contineots  and  islands,  save  the  expansire 
subterranean  force  before  alluded  to,  whkh  could  raise 
them  from  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  and  above  its  level.  It 
is  most  satisfactory  to  reflect,  that,  without  any  reference 
to  this  theory,  the  progrvas  of  geological  investigation  has 
led  the  leading  geologists  in  Europe  to  the  conclusion  that 
not  only  continents  have  been  in  this  manner  raised,  but 
that  all  the  important  chains  of  mountains  have  in  like 
manner  been  protruded  from  below;  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, the  proofs  are  obvious,  of  the  dislocation  of  the 
stratifications  through  which  they  have  burst,  to  rear  them- 
selves  to  the  lofty  heights  they  have  attained..  It  will  heap- 
parent  to  every  one  that  successive  upliftings  of  mineral  mat- 
ter would  displace  an  equivalent  cubic  quantity  of  water, 
and  that  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  mineral  matter  pro- 
truded, would  be  not  only  a  corresponding  agitation  of  the 
adjacent  ocean  and  formations  of  currents,  but  an  abrasion 
and  partial  destruction  of  pre-existing  lands,  the  ruins  of 
which,  often  extremely  broken  down  and  comminuted, 
would  be  deposited  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  to  be  again, 
at  some  -future  period,  like  sedimentary  beds  derived  from 
whatever  sources,  elevated  above  its  level. 

In  these  direct  and  indirect  operations  of  the  expansive 
power  beneath  the  crurt  of  the  globe,  have  been  perceived 
the  happy  means  of  compromising  the  conflicting  views  en- 
tertained respecting  many  important  geological  phenomena; 
since  both  the  results  of  igneous  action  and  aqueous  depo* 
sition  can  be  referred  to  the  same  cause,  as  well  as  the 
paradoxical  appearance  of  rocks  tff  the  same  class,  of  un- 
disputed igneous  origin,  which  have  been  observed  at  the 
lowest  depths  of  the  crust  of  the  globe,  and  at  its  most 
elevated  summits ;  these  latter  being  evidently  thrust  up 
from  below. 

The  application  of  these  'views  of  subterranean  eetion, 
which  are  not  sketched  here  from  a  theoretical  prodileetion, 
will  be  found  highly  important  in  relation  to  the  sti'ucture 
and  continuity  of  metallic^  veins.  The  mineral  resources 
of  the  United  States  appear  to  be  commensurate  with  the 
grandeur  of  its  other  physical  features,  whilst  there  is  still 
much  hesitation  about  the  introduction  of  systematic  mining. 
It  was  a  prevailing  opinion,  whilst  the  Werneiian  theory 
obtained,  that  metsllic  veins  were  filled  in  by  deposliss  fhom 
above ;  and  it  has  been  extensively  believed  in  this  country 
that  thejnlena,  or  sulphuret  of  lead,  found  in  the  Slate  of 
Missour^was  a  mere  superficial  depoette.  Opinions  of  this 
kind  operate  powerfully  to  restrain  capitalists  from  giving 
their  confidence  to  mining  undertakings  in  an  efficient 
jnaniicr ;  they  ore  afraid  to  invest  their  means  beyond  an 
amount  necessary  to  conduct  partial  diggings  and  excava- 
tions near  the  surface ;  whereas,  if  they  were  satisfied  of  the 
reasonableness  of  the  opinion  that  metallic  veins  have  their 
origin  from  below ;  that  the  veins,  which  have  repaid  tliem 
mc^erately  near  the  surface,  are  generally  considered  to 
improve  at  a  depth  of  five  hundred  ftset ;  that  tney  have 
been  successfully  followed  up  and  cut  out  at  three  timos 
that  depth,  and  that  tve  have  no  practical  evidence  of  their 
Want  of  continuity  to  hifinitely  greater  depth?,  they  would 
not  hesitate  to  sink  their  shafts  and  establish  their  works 
upon  a  scale  bf  magnitude  corresponding  with  their  confi- 
dence, and  producing  results  favorable  to  nstional  industry 
and  to  their  own  jui^t  expectations. 

But  laying  aside  this  branch  of  the  subject  at  present, 
knd  reverting  to  the  supposed  igneous  central  action  of  this 


planet,  it  would  seem  to  invite  an  Important  consideraiios, 
whether,  if  this  action  be  general,  the  reauHs  produced  bf 
it  may  not,  with  some  modifications,  be  expected  to  pie- 
sent  a  close  affinity  in  their  general  character  thnwglwit 
the  globe. 

The  European  geologists  have  examined  tbestractoraof 
a  grest  portion  of  their  eastern  continent  with  unrivified 
perseverance  and  energy,  having  brought  to  the  contftos* 
tion  of  its  phenomena  alt  the  acumen  of  which  mincnkgi- 
cal  and  chemical  learning  u  abnoat  soaceptible;  sod  now 
their  most  eminent  men  call  for  geological  investigalisii*  of 
this  western  continent  as  moat  important  de«denta  is 
physical  science.  It  hss  been  deemed  by  them  ueceMirT. 
for  the  further  advancement  of  the  science,  to  have  i  em- 
parison  instituted  between  the  geological  formations  of  thh 
western  world  and  their  own  portion  oi  the  globe,  in  akt 
to  determine  how  far  the  phenomena  common  to  boili  \»- 
long  to  causes  which  have  been  colamponneous,  or  of  iIk 
same  dass ;  whether  the  principles  whid&  have  detersHaed 
the  structure  of  the  one,  have  been  the  governing  ciawa 
the  other,  and  to  what  causes  any  distcropancy  may  be  » 
signed. 

This  inquiry  is  of  deep  interest  to  this  country,  lac 
simply  as  one  which  leads  us  into  a  field  of  phifoanfiiot 
research,  highly  favorable  to  enlnrgement  tff  the  iDlefleetni 
powera,  but  aa  pregnant  with  utility  in  ration  tothebsa- 
ness  pursuits  of  life,  enaMing  us  to  apply  the  fruits sf  lbs 
long  and  rich  experience  to  the  immedinte  developuieatff  tb> 
mineial  lesoureee  of  this  country,  and  leturning  to  dm 
some  measure,  at  least,  of  information  for  those  inestinikk 
labors  which  have  preceded  our  own  invreatigations.  8lieogK 
tmpreosed  with  these  vievrs,  I  have  constanily  endes^we' 
to  make  them  auxiliary  to  my  late  examinations.  In  cm* 
ciaely  submitting  the  arrangement  of  rocks,  as  it  is  deiM 
to  exist,  fjid  as  T  have  observed  it  in  Europe,  with  tcm- 
parative  view  of  the  principal  formationa  in  those  psrbW 
the  United  Statea  I  have  lately  visited,  I  shall  notahd 
to  the  numerous  divisions  into  which  the  who|p  ksovQ 
series  of  rocks  has  at  various  times  been  thrown.  tV 
voluminous  literature  belonging  to  modem  geolofj  b< 
produced  numerous  classifications  from  the  geologi^'tf 
France  and  Qreat  Britain,  all  of  which,  however  osefrik 
the  study  of  the  science,  appear  destined  to  fluctuatioaa' 
change  in  its  progress,  like  the  gracefbl  and  wariDg  lou 
formed  by  the  rippling  on  the  sea  bearh,  which  ire  msS- 
fied  or  obliterated  by  avrry  new  breeze  irapreMns  ^ 
coming  tide.  From  cireumstancea  no  longer  eolijecili 
control,  the  acieiice  and  lettera  of  Great  Britam  irtlir«fe*f 
become  an  Inherent  paK  of  the  inielleetual  power  of  d* 
country.  The  old  and  simple  divisions  of  primitive,  tni^ 
tion,  secondary,  and  tertiary,  to  which  tlie  Eogliob  r^ 
gists  vi  long  adhered,  and  which  have  been  sJopid  iofUi 
country  from  their  elementary  works,  are,  it  is  true,  ^ 
fr«e  from  objections,  but  they  are  convenient  and  fastii 
here ;  and  pirrce  all  classlficaltons  are  imperfect,  aixl  a^ 
jeci  to  change,  I  ^ave  thought  it  host,  w  hero  cljtasilJnW 
must  be  re»Mried  to  t&r  purposes  of  illustration,  to  wt^ 
which  is  best  known,  with  no  disposition,  however,  \»^ 
sign  any  value  to  it  beyond  the  facility  it  gives  me  of  mtkiit 
myself  understood.  ^ 

Geological  observations,  m<ido  in  nuraeroas  |Mrt«of  Al 
worid,  have  shown  that  the  Inferior  part  of  the  whole  ««"* 
of  rocks  is  distinguished  by  characters  which  do  notbdef 
to  the  superior  portion.  i 

It  is  to  a  grest  degree  unstratified ;  the  lowest,  igMsp^MI 
masseff,  having  a  confufied,  irregular,  cryctsthne,  gf^i 
ular  structure,  composed  usually  of  quarts,  M^yVi  *■ 
mica,  whience  Hiey  have  received  the  designatioa  ^  ^ 
nite. 


•  *  Al.  Brogntanwa  rare  extinpts  of  leamkif  and  gn'm  is  FntfH 
Coonjbecrp  aoU  De  la  Beche,  iwo  of  ihe  niosi  eiuiaeot  fwki*" 
OrcAi  Britain. 
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Thif  rocky  in  mdm  inttanoat,  is  beaalifolly  stoddsd 
with  crystals  of  ielspar,  and  is  then  cailsd  porpbjritic 
granite. 

It  contains  metalliferoas  Teins»  bearing  tin,  copper,  iron, 
gold,  silver,  and  other  metals. 

From  a  carefal  stndy  of  all  the  circa mstances  attending 
them,  it  is  now  the  general  optnton  that  rodts  of  this  dass 
■re  the  result  of  igneous  fusion,  and  to  which  the  terra 
ignigenoQs  is  suited. 

Other  members  of  this  inferior  portion  of  the  geolngtcal 
rtriei^  though  partaking  largely  of  the  preceding  diaracters 
of  the  granitic  rocks,  are  very  different  in  their  external 
appearance.  The  rocks  called  gneiss,  which  are  often 
found  superincumbent  on  the  granite,  ha«e  a  more  regular 
arrangement  of  the  planes  of  the  mica  contained  in  them, 
which  give  th^m  frequently  an  appearance  of  stratification 
reaembling  that  produced  by  deposition  from  water ;  how 
ftr  this  may  be  owing  to  a  distribution  of  the  plates  of  its 
mica  parallel  to  its  strata,  and  which  appears  to  be  the 
immediato  cause  of  its  fissility,  cannot  now  be  asserted : 
this,  however,  ■  is  true,  that  the  granitic  rocks  and  the 
gneiss  pass  sometimes  into  each  other  so  completely,  and 
the  former  are  often  so  enclosed  in  the  latter,  that  I  have 
frequently  on  this  continent  taken  specimens  of  the  gneiss, 
eipeciaUy  from  near  Richmond,  in  Virginia^  which,  if 
placed  in  a  cabinet,  any  mineralogist  would  pronounce  a 
true  granite ;  and  certainly  nothing  is  more  eoromon  hero 
than  to  observe  broad  veins  of  true  granite  passing  into 
ths  beds  of  gneiss,  and,  indeed,  the  granite  alternating 
with  the  gneiss. 

There  is  anotfier  important  rock,  known  under  the 
name  ts^  mica  slate,  which  is  usually  destitnte  of  both  fbl- 
ipar  and  hornblende.  The  gneiss,  which  contains  more 
Mca  than  hornblende,  appears  to  pass  into  this,  and  the 
difference  between  them  to  be  owing  to  the  abeence  of 
aomo  of  its  constituents. 

The  mica  slate  itself  passes  into  talcose  slate,  talc  being 
tubatitufted  for  mica.  This  last  is  a  mineral  formation,  in 
tthich  the  auriferous  veins  of  the  United  Slates  are  found, 
the  veins  in  some  parts  of  the  country  passing  through  a 
iekil  of  talcose  slate  several  miles  in  brsadth,  whilst  in 
Mhers  they  ai-e  sheathed  only,  as  it  were,  in  the  talcoee 
■Itle,  and  pass  through  a  field  of  elvan  and  granitic  rocks 
of  various  kinds. 

'^  The  other  most  important  members  of  this  inferior  por- 
tion of  the  geological  series,  commonly  called  primitive 
rocks,  are  stalnaiy  fimestone  or  white  marble,  serpentine, 
S^^ostene,  qoarts  rock,  the  varietiea  of  hornblende  rocks 
iBd  slates,  and  clay  slatob  the  regnlority  in  soperposition 
^  which  to  each  other  has  not  been  satisfactorily  estab- 
fished. 

The  rocks  hitherto  ennmeraited  have  one  common  char* 
Mter ;  they  contain  no  oi^nnic  remains,  and  may,  there- 
^*  properly  be  called  inorganic,  in  relation  to  animal 
and  vegetable  bodies. 

All  these  rocks,  so  different  fVom  each  other  in  their  ex- 
ternal appearance,  have,  with  the  exception  of  the  statuary 
hmealone,  no  greater  difference  than  is  constitoted  by  the 
preaence  or  absence  of  some  mineral  constituent,  or  the 
diflference  of  proportions.  Some  of  the  most  important 
members,  such  as  granite  and  gneiss,  contain  silex  as  a 
constont  constituent,  others  contain  magnesia,  and  some 
hornblende  ;  but  a  serious  study  of  the  whole,  and  of  the 
relation  in  which  they  stand  to  all  other  rocks,  impresses 
•  strong  opinion  that  they  owe  their  origin  to  the  same 
^se,  and  that  they  have  all,  at  some  period,  been  either 
ejected  from  central  depths  by  the  dxpansivo  power  gener- 
aiad  there,  or  that  they  have  been  great  intnmescing  mass^ 
cs,  which,  on  cooling,  have  resolved  themselves  into 
nrioos  stages  of  crystallization,  and  that  their  varying 
products  have  been  brought  into  fusion  or  solution  from 
distinct  central  localities,  some  of  the  differences  between 


them  having  been  occasioned  by  a  chemical  action,  more 
easily  imagined  by  us  than  described.* 

But  these  masses,  both  amorphous  and  stratified,  contain 
granite  and  other  veins,  which  have  obviously  parsed 
through  them  subsequent  to  their  original  formation,  since 
we  see  that,  at  their  passage,  the  intruded  rock  has  been 
dislocated  from  its  continuity^  and  that  a  viulence  of  sub- 
terraneai)  origin  attended  it. 

Nur  has  the  laboratory  of  nature  yet  ceased  its  action; 
the  granitic  locks,  such  as  we  find  injected  into  their  cog> 
nate  masses,  do  not,  it  is  true,  flow  from  recent  volcanoes ; 
but  the  trap  rocks,  which  are  but  modifications  of  primitive 
mineral  masses,  have  been  found  injected  into  them  in  both 
hemispheres,  and  are  atill  poured  out  of  modem  volcanoes 
in  the  form  of  lava.  These  intrusions  of  granitic  and  trap- 
pean  matter,  including  the  greenstones,  are  common  to  all 
the  geological  periods.  In  the  Alps,  modifications  of  the 
granitic  rocks  are  found  overlying  fussilifcrous  strata,  with 
small  metalliferous  veins  in  both  formations,  near  the  point 
of  contact,  f  All  these  intrusive  bodies,  from  the  most  an- 
cient granites  to  the  modern  lavas,  appear  to  be  modifica- 
tiona  of  each  other,  originating  in  the  same  cause,  pro- 
duced by  the  same  means,  but  varying  in  their  constiiueuts» 
and  the  manner  of  their  consolidation.  Mr.  Lyell  states 
**  that  the  lava  in  the  crater  of  Stromboli,  one  of  the  Lipari 
islands,  has  been  in  a  constant  stste  of  ebullition  for  the 
last  two  thousand  yearn  ;**  and  as  this  must  communicato 
with  deeper  foci,  a  central  igneo-ox pensive  power,  in  un- 
ceasing action,  seems  to  form  a  great  constiUttional  pnnci- 
ple  of  the  planet ;  indeed,  some  inhabited  parts  of  the  globe 
are  supposed  to  be  in  an  actual  stste  of  gradual  elevation. 
Yet  these  apparently  fearful  dynan^ics  are  but  means  in  the 
hand  of  Providence  to  establish  the  most  grand  and  beauti- 
arrangemenls  :^-mountaina  and  continents  raised  from  the 
deep  to  heights  which  afford  salubrity  and  aecurity,  and 
where  nature  can  offer  the  most  varied  and  attractive  resi- 
dence to  man  and  the  animals ;  and  the  crust  of  the  earth, 
prolific  in  minerals,  with  all  useful  and  precious  metals,  in 
the  proper  proportions  for  our  immediate  wants. 

Ptimitive  rocks  are  found  in  all  those  parts  of  the  earth 
which  have  been  examined,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  they  form  the  solid  basis  of  the  crust  of  the 
globe.  A  portion  of  this  basis  is  now  covered  to  great 
depths  by  the  sedimentary  rocks  which  have  been  subse- 
quently deposited  by  water,  but  the  surfaces  of  vast  tracts 
of  inhabited  country  are  constituted  by  these  primitive 
rocks.    In  the  United  States,  they  occupy  the  surface  from 

*  The  alternMion  of  the  primitive  rocki  above  alluded  lo,  and  the 
fuxuposiiion  of  amoqi^KMia  and  MTSilfled  nwSees,  t«f  If  nigenous  ortcin, 
IS  fluacepiible  of  expiknation,  if  fairly  aod  patienilj^considf^red.  Due 
weight,  however,  musi  be  givsn  to  ihe  circumstances  under  which  ibo 
greatest  number  of  casea  present  themselves.  The  siratifled  Rpprar- 
ance  of  gneiss  is  unequivocal,  and  muai  be  conceded.  Before  i he 
rocks  were  lonned  which  have  an  aqueoua  origin,  the  planet  roay 
have  been  in  a  auasi'incandescent  state,  as  we  now  conceive  of  many 
astronomtca]  bodies ;  nor  can  we  conjecture  to  what  period  that  stale 
of  incandeacence  extended.  The  presence  of  fi«8il  plants  of  tropical 
constitutions  in  high  northern  laiiludea  shows  a  temperature  for  the 

5 lobe  unknown  to  the  present  order  of  things.  In  whatever  manner 
le  beds  of  gneiss  were  brought  into  conuci  with  the  ignigenuoa  am- 
orphous masses,  whether  by  aqueous  deposition,  or  by  pourings  out 
fntm  below,  in  thick  pasty  solutions,  we  are  certain  they  must  huve 
undergone  a  crystalline  change  oncoming  into  contact  with  maesta 
intensely  heated.  Wherever  intrtiaivo  rocks,  such  as  trap,  which, 
like  lava,  was  once  mineral  matter  in  a  state  of  fusion,  come  into 
contact  with  formations  that  preceded  them,  a  verv  great  alteration  in 
the  texture  of  the  Intruded  mineral  Is  generally  produced,  as  we 
know  from  numerous  examplrs,  tjoth  In  this  countiy  and  Europe,  and 
which  correspond  to  experiments  ma«le  in  the  laboratory.  frc)ni  states 
of  entire  fusion  to  slight  changes.  It  is  thus  that  basaltic  dikes  havn 
changed  chalk  into  marble,  sandstone  into  hornstone  and  quarts,  and 
shale  into  jasper,  as  may  be  seen  in  Ihe  bank  of  the  Hudson  oppcalia 
the  city  of  New  York.  Greenstone  dikes  have  reduced  coal  into 
cindera,  and  sandstone  into  Jasper,  as  al  Magnet  Cove,  Arkansas, 
Mr.  Lyell,  in  his  celebrated  work,  vol.  8.  p.  868,  mentions  a  basaltic 
dike,  which  haa  produced  ciysiala  of  analcime  and  earnet  in  a  fi«sill* 
ferous  shale,  and  refers  to  the  gurnets  often  found  in  mica  slate,  as 
probably  owing  their  origin  to  lis  being  affected  by  caloric.  In  the 
neishborhoud  of  Monrovia,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Frederick  railroad. 


very  fine  precious  garnets  are  luund  in  the  gneiss, 
t  Lyell's  Principles  of  Geology,  vol.  3,  p.  371. 
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Maine  to  ColumbuB  in  Georgia,  on  the  Chattahoochee,  and 
fitill  further,  to  Wetumpka,  on  the  Alabama.  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  Richmond, 
and  Columbia,  in  South  Carolina,  are  either  built  upon 
thorn,  or  are  separated  from  them  by  deposites  of  an  insig- 
nificant depth.  Yet  the  whole  of  this  mighty  basis  was 
once  in  a  state  of  igneous  fusion,  and  under  circumstances 
which  prevent  the  possibility  of  our  expecting  tafind  or- 
ganic bodies  contemporaneously  existing  in  it,  since  it  was 
a  state  of  things  inconsistent  with  the  existence  of  organic 
matter. 

With  all  the  concurring  proofs  of  Igneous  action,  and  of 
an  immeasurable  expansive  power  operating  beneath  the 
crust  of  the  earth,  I  should  deem  myself  more  obnoxious  to 
the  charge  of  having  suppressed  them,  in  the  present  state 
of  geologicsl  knowledge  in  this  country,  than  to  that  of 
having  been  indiscreet  in  assigning  them  a  place  in  an  of> 
ficial  document,  on  the  ground  of  their  theoretical  charac- 
ter.* A  pure  hypothesis,  raised  upon  conjecture,  and  not 
sustained  by  admitted  facts,  is  inadmissible;  but  I  should 
hesitate  to  render  myself  liable  to  the  charge  of  theoretical 
tendency,  in  a  light  sense  of  that  woid,  if  T  were  conscious 
of  entertaining  conclusions  other  than  those  to  which  the 
mind  is  irresistibly  brought  by  concurring  facts,  upon  which 
Che  judgment  willingly  reposes. 

Wherever  the  primitive  rocks  in  question  occur  in  trans- 
atlantic countries,  they  are  found  under  circumstances 
which  clearly  prove  that  they  owe  their  existence  to  the 
same  general  chemical  laws,  and  have  been  produced  in  the 
fame  manner.  They  have  been  found  in  Asia,  Africa, 
and  in  various  portions,  especially  the  northern  ones,  of 
Europe.  They  are  not  only  found  almost  identically  the 
same,  but  their  various  members  are,  in  many  instances, 
superimposed  upon  each  other  nearly  in  the  same  order.  I 
have  seen  specimens  of  porphyrttic  granite  from  Shapfell, 
in  England,  from  Ceylon,  from  China,  from  Russia,  end 
the  Alps,  which  would  be  indistinguishable  (\rov(\  that  which 
forms  the  bed  of  the  bituminous  coat-field  of  Chesterfield, 
Virginia,  the  broad  belts  which  run  at  the  foot  of  the  Blue 
Hidge,  and  parallel  to  it,  and  some  which  I  have  observed 
in  Georgia.  The  structure  of  the  tin  and  copper  districts 
of  England,  as  far  as  the  nature  and  direction  of  veins  is 
concerned,  would  lead  a  student  exactly  to  the  same  con- 
cluaions,  in  regard  to  thuir  origin,  and  the  utility  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  knowledge  of  it,  as  if  he  had  been  studying 
the  gold  and  copper  veins  of  th6  United  States.  The  struc- 
tiire  of  the  auriferous  rocks  in  Russia  and  Brazil,  as  it  has 
been  described  to  me,  is  precisely  what  we  find  it  to  be  in 
the  gold  region  of  the  United  States.  Tin  has  not  yet  been 
found  in  the  primitive  rocks  of  this  country  in  profusion, 
as  it  ^8  found  in  Cornwall,  neither  has  gold  been  found  in 
4ireat  Briuin,  as  it  is  found  in  the  United  States,  where 
the  veins  which  have  been  examined  for  m  distance  of  more 
than  eight  hundred  miles  to  the  south  from  the  Potomac 
nver,  and  which  show  themselves  occasionally  in  an  aurif- 
erous character  at  an  equal  distance  to  the  north,  are  very 
productive.  But  gold  has  been  found  in  small  quantities 
in  Great  Britain,  and  tin,  of  which  I  possess  some  traces, 
*  has  been  found  in  (he  United  States.  In  the  Ural  moun- 
tains of  Northern  Russia,  gold  is  a  productive  metal,  and 
platiua  has  been  found  in  consideral^le  quantities. 

A  s})ecimen  of  platina  has  lately  come  into  ray  posses- 
sion, which  WAS  found  in  North  Carolina,  and,  from  some 


*  Orilie  source  and  cause  of  ]Ji\»  great  central  power,  we  can  asaen 
n-^iliing  with  prpcisUm.  Philiaopliere  account  variously  for  It;  bm. 
fructi  is  the  slate  of  knovsiedse,  ihiii  it  appears  morw  onphilneophlcal  to 
-deny  its  ejcisience.  iMcause  we  are  noi  agreed  upon  an  ezplsnation, 
.  thnii  it  b  to  sssArt  it.  Tiie  same  philosophers  who  are  scepucs  on  this 
subject,  do  not  deny  the  sun  to  ho  the  source  of  solar  heat;  yet,  an  emi- 
nent person,  alluding  lo  terresiial  central  heat,  haa  lately  asked,  fmm 
a  conspicuous  official  chair,  why  "  the  heat  has  not  passed  away  by 
oomluciion,  and,  if  it  has  passed  awar,  by  what  rther  neat  it  has  been 
replaced  V*  At  present,  It  seems  to  be  expedient  lo  be  conieni  with 
Bucli  causes  as  explain  knoK'n  effects. 


recdnt  indications,  I  am  diapoaod  to  think  that  the  dtsmpod, 
the  topaz,  deo.,  will  aoon  be  produced  firom  tbs  nan 
quarter.  * 

Ji  may,  thorefere,  be  safely  aaaerted  that  this  grestfion- 
fossiliferous  division  of  the  known  rocks  of  the  geob^eil 
aeries,  and  to  which  an  igoeoaa  origin  has  beeo  attribolBd, 
isy  in  all  the  circumstances  conneebed  with  its  C7itallitt' 
tion,  its  roetelliferoQB  character,  its  constituency,  sad  lb 
superposition  of  its  diiferent  members,  easentiaUy  the  vm 
in  North  America,  and  in  the  other  parts  of  the  earth  vhifi 
it  has  been  observed.  It  appearing  unneoeassry  to  seek  f« 
dbtinct  causes  to  phenomena  which  are  mere  repsliliou  of 
each  other,  the  accordance  between  this  branch  ofthegM- 
logical  aeries,  as  to  anity  of  canse,  may  be  considered  prgb- 
able  in  both  hemispherea. 

The  other  groat  diviaion  of  the  geological  series  of  rodv, 
and  which,  from  its  being  the  depository  of  the  remaiiiscf 
thoae  organic  bodiea  which  preceded  the  present  order  «f 
thing^  may  be  called  the  organic  division,  has  beeo  loUh 
vided  into  three  diviaiona :  transition,  aecondaiy,  and  w- 
tiary.  The  rocks  comprohended  in  the  transitioo  cIsmk- 
oeived  that  name  in  the  early  daya  of  the  science;  beaw 
in  these  was  disGOvered  an  apparent  transition  from  vm- 
ganic  to  organic  matter,  and  from  a  cbeiDiGal  ta  a  mscbi- 
ical  origin  of  rocks.  And,  in  truth,  it  is  in  those  ai^b* 
ceooa  alaty  maases,  and  beds  of  roo&ng  aJatr,  which  idbi- 
dimtely  suooeed  to  tho  primitive  rocks,  thai  we  find  Uh  fii< 
veetigea  of  animal  and  vegetable  existences— ev^tnely  n^ 
however,  when  compared  with  the  profusion  in  »bidi4h9 
are  found  in  the  superior  rocks.  Yet  the  fossils  foaad  » 
bedded  in  them  are  not,  even  in  the  present  sute  of  geeb- 
gical  knowledge,  to  he  conaidered  as  representatives  of  lb 
first  claea  of  animal  bodiea  which  oame  into  existenes.  Tb 
maaaea  in  which  they  are  found  imbedded  beiog  all  kad 
under  water,  we  must  of  coarse  look  to  find  noaoinnln- 
mains  but  of  such  animals  as  were  fitted  to  live  in  lint  Mi- 
ment,  vis.  fishes  and  ahdBU  fish,  and  crustaoaeus  anink 
Theae  having  some  solid  parts,  liable  to  be  enclossd  vilk 
an  argiUaceoiM  covering,  might  leave  eome  traosa  of  dff 
existence,  and  which  a  few  of  the  two  last  enamerMed  hi'i 
done.  The  scarcity  of  these  seems  to  be  in  aoeonhao 
with  the  mineral  state  of  the  eerth  at  the  period  wbca  iki 
rocks  were  £t>rmed  in  which  they  ajre  enclosed.  TbeiaM 
parts  of  these  animala,  when  living,  are  formed  of  Ibb^ 
which,  from  the  shmJI  proportion  in  which  it  eiislia(Boq|tt 
the  other  priahive  maaaea,  was  not,  as  appears  ooiwiteit 
with  the  general  design,  to  be  produced  in  tlie  piefoiioe  it 
aubaequeatly  was,  when  ibiinal  existeocea,  to  which  it  «■ 
indispeasabk,  were  to  be  brought  forward  in  great  oaisla* 

'i'he  general  depoaitei  of  calcareous  matter  on  the  giol> 
have  been,  by  some  persons,  attributed  to  the  ezntis  «f 
animalSf  without  stopping  to  inquire  whence  those  aaiaili 
derived  the  solid  parts  they  have  left  behind  theBs.  Aim 
know  not  that  animalfl  have  the  power  of  forming  linwfiw 
other  mineral  elements,  we  are  comp>eUed  to  suppose  (hit 
the  calcareous  matter  forming  their  osseous  stractore,  tbet 
testaceous  and  cruataceous  coveringa,  preeeded  tbeoi.  1> 
considering  the. primitive  rocks,  we  have  perceived  thitfo** 
ces  of  great  power,  and  unknown  to  modern  Uin»,  iV 
been  in  action  in  the  earlier  periods  of  thepianetr--foiTO 
which  even  now  continuer  occasionally  to  act,  though  fae^f 
and  rarely.     Aa  to  the  manner  in  which  the  sUtoaiy  i»^ 

*  Gold  mining  is  yet  in  its  infancy  in  the  United  Staler;  inti^ 
preparations  for  syaieoialic  minine  are  only  now  making.  Net  c* 
shaft  has  yet  been  sunk  exceeding  160  feet.  Yet,  ootwHMttwiisf  ^" 
nade  expedients  resorted  to,  the  pnvrsasive  scale  af  pfoduetiesas0 
1821  warrama  th  ^  moat  favorable  auticfpations  for  the  fuiurp.  faJfS 
tho  amount  of  gold  from  North  Ca«t)lina  received  ai  the  United  wfg 
mint  was  only  86,000;  every  succeedtne  year  die  qnaoliiy  AMI* 
was  rapidly  increased,  till,  ia  1832,  it  n«e  lo  •4q8,1)00,  sod  is  w^sg* 
c^ediiig  year  to  9i7oflC(L  In  1831,  Georgia  sent  to  tho  ninltlVJ^ 
These  amounis  are  Independent  of  the  noUre  fold,  whieh  do*  a* 
find  its  way  to  the  mint.  The  amoum  of  oativa  p4«t  prBdoced  w"! 
th«  present  ye^r  will,  it  is  lhou»h»,  not  fall  short  of  three  inin«*e»' 
dollars. 
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ftones  were  produced,  there  is  mach  amhiguity.  We 
know,  however,  that  mineinl  springe,  both  thermal  and 
eold,  deposits  carbonate  of  iime  in  great  quantities,  as  they 
eofiie  in  contact  with  the  atmosphere.  The  prodigious 
deposites  of  this  character  from  a  cold  mineral  water,  in  the 
Sweet  Spring!  valley,  in  Virginia,  which  presents  one  of 
the  most  rare  geological  phenomena,  the  no  less  interesting 
trivertiAQ  deposited  by  the  Hot  Springs  of  the  Washita,  in 
Arkansas,  both  of  which  localities  I  visited  this  last  year, 
and  similor  phenomena  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  ren- 
der it  quite  possible  that  some  extraneous  calcareous  de« 
pontes,  lying  amidst  the  primitive  rocks,  have  come  from 
the  central  parts  of  the  earth,  in  a  state  of  aqueous  solution, 
ind  have  subsaqoently  received  their  high  crystallino  char- 
tcter  from  being  in  contact  with  ignigenous  rocks  in  an  in- 
Bandesoent  state.  M'ith  s'prings  of  such  a  character  in  ac- 
tion, tbs  animals  of  those  times  could  be  at  no  ioss  for  cal- 
careous matter  in  favored  localities ;  and,  in  that  greater 
portion  of  the  aqueoua  surface  where  lime  waa  wanting,  we 
tan  readily  believe  that  the  Creative  Power  might  give  a 
benevolent  existence  to  countless  myriads  of  those  gelati- 
BOOS  animals  which  fill  sonae  tropical  seas  in  our  own  days, 
ind  which,  having  no  solid  parts,  have-  left  no  vestige  of 
thf ir  existence  behind  them.  • 

Perhaps  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  term  fransitton 
•hoold  be  limited  to  the  argillaceous  masses  in  question. 
The  connexion,  however,  Iwtween  them  and  the  shales  and 
ilates,  and  other  beds  which  succeed  them  higher  up  in  the 
geological  series,  has  induced  some  geologists  to  consider 
lU  the  members  of  this  connexion,  including  the  bituminous 
Boal  measures,  as  belonging  to  one  natural  group.  Yet  I 
Banoot  but  suppose  that  a  series  of  deposites  extending  to 
thirty  or  forty  thousand  feet  in  thickness  on  this  continent, 
ind  probably  to  an  equal  amount  m  Europe,  will,  when  It  has 
nsreived  an  examination  consistent  with  its  great  importance, 
)•  ultimately  ftrranged  in  a  mote  lucid  and  eharacteristic 
Banner. f   The  lower  elates,  the  flags,  the  grits,  and  lime- 

*  FtofesKT  Agassis,  a  distinguished  nsluralist,  who  appears  at  prss- 
«»  to  let(]  in  fossil  ichihyolofcy,  dons  not  find  fish  decidedly  csrniver- 
nw  befure  the  period  of  ihe  c&rt>onIferuus  Itmestonefthat  is  to  sov.  fish 
«a  not  piuvided  with  lane  conical  and  pointed  teeth ;  those  or  later 
jsrlnda  appear^  however,  irom  their  teeth,  to  have  been  omniverous. 
rhe  inTesiiiraiions  up  to  the  present  moment  all  point  to  the  conclu- 
jon  tliat  organization  was  upon  a  l<>w  scale  in  the  transition  period. 
L  Adolphe  Brogntan  the  able  author  of  the  Historie  des  Vegetaox 
ossiles,  and  to  whose  genius  and  Industry  we  mainly  owe  the  infor- 
ntlon  which  has  been  produced  respecifnf  fossil  vrgetables,  whilst 
e  has  SQiimAraied  258  species  found  in  the  Cf«l  depoeitei,  only  finds 
Hineeii  in  the  translilon  series,  and  these,  if  I  rrmeuiber  aright,  (not 
•vias  his  work  hereO  all  cnrpiogamous  plants.  To  these  facts,  if  we 
Ad  other  considerations,  sucn  as  the  great  uniformity  of  the  genera  in 
IS  inferior  rocks  (if  both  hemiapheres,  where  trilobite»,  products,  spir. 
en*  and  oihocera  are  the  characteristic  organic  remains,  and  the 
tiriouB  fact  that  of  the  whole  number  of  species  of  f<issil  coal  plants 
end  in  North  America,  more  than  one>half  have  bc«n  found  con* 
Kied  with  the  coal-fields  of  Europe— a  greaisr  p^)portiooal  simlli 
us  than  exists  among  living  planis~ws  can  scarcely,  in  the  present 
ale  of  geiilngical  Informatipn,  nsacnt  to  any  theory  of  **  causes  now  In 
KrHioa,"  for  fossil  nsture,  which  excludes  a  law  of  progressiTe  ue. 
riopmeni,  under  which  we  see  the  fitness,  for  all  this  uniformity,  of 
>nis  common  cause,  extensively  operating  as  thermal  waters,  even 
poB  the  oceanic  scale,  may  be  supposed  to  have  done, 
t  The  section  which  accompsniss  this  report,  traces  is  an  inqierfect 
aanar  the  transition  rocks  from  the  vicinity  oi  Harper's  Ferry,  on  the 
)tomac,to  the  Cumberland  mountains  in  Tennessee.  I  could  not, 
ah  satisfaction  to  myself,  eater,  upon  this  occaslaii.  Into  deuils  re- 
isctiog  the  fossils  of  the  transition  and  gnuwacke  rocks  of  North 
onerica  which  I  have  pxaminei :  they  have  accumulated  greatly  upon 
y  hands,  and  would  furnish  materials  for  an  Important  work,  tnat 
said  require  a  «t*ai  devtHion  of  time,  and  incessant  labor.  My 
ieod,  Mr.  MurclHson.  late  President  of  the  Oeological  Society  of  Lon- 
>n,  who  has  dlstin^ished  himself  so  greatly  by  his  researches  in  tbs 
lierior  beds,  has  been  moch  oecupled  for  the  last  four  yeacsin  a  great 
ork^  to  comain  numerous  plates  of  unpublished  fossils,  illustrative  of 
e  **  stratified  depo«iiu>s  which  connect  the  carlwniferuns  series  with 
solder  slaty  rocKs"  in  England  and  Wales,  and  which  will  i^ive  a 
Dnilar  Impulse  to  investigations  of  the  transition  beds.  Mr.  Richard 
Taylor  also,  who  well  deserves  the  high  reputation  he  has  acquired 
a  geologist  and  mineral  sorvi*yor.  Is  about  to  publish  a  very  import- 
a  acGoam  of  the  tmnsltton  beds,  which  he  hss  ezteBsively  examined 
1  Penosvlvania.  I  feel  confident  that  the  comparative  vievrs  ws  shall 
00  be  able  to  bring  fbrwaid  between  these  analogous  deposites,  will 
ctremely  strenethen  the  opinions  I  enteruin  of  the  strong  generic 
ssrablancM  between  the  organic  Conns  of  the  tiaosUion  period  in 
ih  hemispbecas. 


atones  of  British  geology,  have  their  equivalents  in  this  coun- 
try. In  nothing  Is  the  analogy  in  the  two  hemispherea  more 
constant  than  in  the  general  character  of  the  transition  and 
grauwacke  beds,  even  to  the  chloritic  nature  of  some  of  the 
beds  of  the  old  red  sandstone ;  the  same  conformity  also 
can  be  asserted  as  to  their  fossiliferous  character.  It  is  true 
that  in  the  north  of  England  the  grauwacke  is  found  lying 
at  a  great  inclination,  and  upset  on  its  edges,  with  con- 
glomerate or  old  red  aaadatone  unconformably  upon  ihem ; 
showing  that  thia  last,  not  being  affected  by  the  movement 
which  had  disturbed  the  grauwacke,  or  having  been  de- 
posited ainoe  that  movement,  was  not,  in  the  estimation  of 
some  persons,  to  be  classed  in  the  same  division  with  the 
grauwacke.  By  theae  the  gf auwacke  was  considered  the 
limit  of  tbo  transition  series;  but  in  countrioa  where  the 
old  red  sandatone  and  the  grauwacke  laid  conformably  on 
each  other,  the  argument  waa  equally  strong  for  arranging 
the  superincumbent  formation  in  the  same  series  with  the 
inferior  one.  In  the  United  States  wo  find  them  both  up- 
set on  their  edges,  at  very  high  incli nations,  and  therefore 
no  sufiicient  ground  upon  that  score  is  presented  here  for 
placing  them  in  different  divisions. 

But  there  is  one  general  character  which  is  common  to 
many  beda  lying  much  higher  up  in  llie  aeries,  and  that  ia 
fossil  coal;  and  nere  we  find  another  circumstance,  which 
induces  some  geologists  to  class  the  whole  together  aa  a 
coal-bearing  series.  Hereafter  it  is  possible  that  the  wide 
difTerence  between  the  non-bituminous  and  bituminoue 
eoale  may  suggest  a  permanent  character  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  coal-bearing  rocks.  * 

In  all  essential  circumstancea,  the  features  which  mark 
the  atructure  of  the  coal  bearing  series  of  rocks  in  Europe 
are  found  here.  In  the  the  grauwacke  we  have  beda  of 
lioieatette,  derived,  for  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary, 
like  the  statuary  limestone  in  the  piimitive  series,  from 
solutions  ejected  from  below,  alternating  with  achistose 
and  aandy  beds  of  probable  mechanical  origin.  In  these 
limestone  beda  we  occasionally  find,  as  in  Europe,  inereaa- 
ed  numbers  of  animal  remains,  and  cognate  in  their  rela- 
tions, such  aa  the  fluatra,  the  trilobitea,  dec,  on  the  cal- 
careous pUies  from  Dudley,  which  are  often  identical  with 
those  of  the  Alleghany  ridges. 

In  the  lower  parts  of  this  series,  in  Europe,  are  found 

*  The  very  general  eoncorrencs  in  the  opinkm  that  coal  beds  may 
be  a  residuum  of  vegetable  matter,  appears  to  have  induce<l  many  geo- 
logical writers  to  assume  ihe  same  origin  for  all  carbonaceous  deposites. 
The  prevalence  uf  vegetable  impressions  on  the  shales  connected  with 
the  coal  in  some  localities,  seems  to  them  to  Lie  sufficient  gntund  for 
the  assumption.  I  have  seen  many  of  the  non-bituminous  vari«rties  in 
place  in  this  country,  which  appeared  to  me  to  justify  a  scrutiny  into 
that  belief.  Anthracite  coal  istounct  in  the  lower  Bl:ites,  whi&h  may 
be  said  tube  the  commencement  of  the  iraosiiion  series  In  ma.iy  parts 
of  North  America,  yet  fussil  plants  are  not  found  in  some  of  thrin,  and 
they  are  very  rare  in  the  transition  rocks  of  all  countri'  s ;  a  fact  which 
detracts  from  the  opinion  that  it  is  of  vegcuble  origin.  However 
reasonable  may  b&  tiie  Inference  arising  fr^m  the  convprtibility  of 
v^etable  mausr  into  lignite,  jet,  snd  bKuminous  fuel,  thiit  nisny  im> 
portant  beds  of  coat  have  a  veeeiable  origin,  yet  due  weight  should  Jgie 
(ivento  some  circumstances  Irom  which  a  difi'erent  origin  may  be  in 
rerred. 

In  the  beds  of  r lumbago  which  lie  in  the  gneiss  at  Siurbridge,  Mas* 
sachiisetts,  the -mineral  is  nearly  verticoi  in  the  rocks,  like  the  mica- 
ceous oxide  of  Iron  In  other  situations:  this  craphi>P  is  carbon,  com* 
biued  with  a  small  quantity  of  iron  finely  disseminated  through  ft. 
At  Worcester,  in  the  same  state,  nearly  the  same  mlhenl,  in  a  semi, 
crystallised  slate,  occurs  In  the  mica  slate,  but  here  it  is  called  an> 
thracite  coal,  although  it  has  been  ground  and  eold  for  plumbago.  In 
the  lower  slates  of  Khode  Island,  the  same  mineral  occurs  with  a  di- 
minished specific  gravity.  Near  f  oughkeepsie,  on  the  Hudson,  I  have 
seen  veins  of  anthracite  in  the  lower  slates,  from  half  an  inch  to  two 
or  three  inches  t>road,  risinc,  like  metallic  veins,  to  an  inclination  of 
70O.  In  Pennsylvania  we  have  heavy  beds  of  anthracite  in  the  grau- 
wacke, which  are  nonferrtisinous,  and  othera  whicli  are  si  iffhily  bitu- 
minous. These  localities  show  a  progression  in  the  quality  of  tills 
mineral  nut  at  all  consistent  with  a  vegetable  origin.  Its  lowest  t)eds 
are  meulllferousiand  its  specific  gravity  decreases  as  it  rises  in  the 
series.  The  slaty  shales  which  usually  accompany  coal,  cannot  be 
said  to  be  an  Inteirral  r>art  of  It, but  may  owe  their  origin  to  a  mechani- 
cal deposite  modified  liy  the  iiirii  tem|>enture  of  the  carbonaceous 
txidy,  and  which  favored  the  rirnduclion  of  plants  now  only  found  in 
low  latitudes.  The  slates  oi  Rhode  Island,  which  accompany  the 
coal,  eonuln  talc,  and  abound  in  asbestos. 
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those  noQ'bitaininoat  coalu  now  generally  koown  here 
under  the  name  of  anthracite ;  and  in  this  country  we  find 
the  same  carbonaceous  matter  distribnted  through  the  whole 
system  of  Allegharfy  ridgea  to  the  most  western  coontiea 
of  Virginia,  where  the  inclined  rocks  begin  to  give  way  to 
the  horizontal  formations  of  the  Cumberland  range  of 
mountains.  Higher  up  in  the  series,  and  reposing  t^pon  the 
▼■St  depodtes — in  this  country  immenia-~of  carboniferous 
timestonei  and  millstone  grit  and  lAiale,  where  these  miner- 
als are  not  replaced  by  more  complex  deposites,  we  find,  in 
Burope,  the  great  produetire  beds  of  bitumioouv  coal, 
exactly  as  they  are  found  in  some  parts  of  this  country, 
lying  amidst  shale^  and  sandstones,  oAen  of  a  friable  struc- 
ture, and  abounding  in  mica.  The  fossil  plants,  too,  are 
nearly  rotated  in  both  countries,  «nd  some  identical.  It  is 
true  the  coal  in  some  instances  in  Europe,  as  at  St.  Etienne, 
in  France,  is  found  resting  upon  the  naked  granite,  which 
is  exactly  the  case  with  the  coal  measuretf  of  Chesterfield, 
Virginia;  this  lies  in  troughs  of  granite  the  edges  of  which 
crop  out  aliove  gmund,  showing  the  exact  limit,  in  some 
instances,  of  the  coal  field.  Nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  that, 
becauBO  intrusive  rocks  of  a  granitic  character  have  appear- 
ed subsequent  to  fossiliferous  rocks,  the  base  of  .these  coal 
measures  has  thus  been  formed,  and  contemporaneously 
with  the  c^irbonifernus  deposttes  which  repose  on  them;  for 
the  Chesterfield  granite  is  a  well-defined  and  beautiful  por- 
ptiyritic  granite,  with  its  red  crystals  of  felspar,  precisely 
resembling  that  of  Sbapfell,  in  England,  and  forms  part 
of  that  extensive  granite  formation  which  looks  at  the  At' 
lantic  coast  from  the  east  flanks  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and 
which  I  have  traced  far  into  Alabama. 

Nor  is  that  extraordinary  ooincidenee  in  both  hemispheree, 
in  the  state  of  the  beds  of  the  carboniferous  limestone,  to 
be  overlooked.  Some  of  them,  teeming  with  the  imbedded 
exuvie  of  animals ;  others  conspicuous  for  the  plates  and 
irregular  masses  of  chert,  resembling  the  fiint  as  it  is  seen 
in  the  chalk  beds  of  Europe ;  whilst  both  alternate  with 
beds  of  compact  limestone,  of  difierent  degrees  of  crystal- 
lization, and  non-fossiliferous.  Those  firbo  have  seen  the 
encrinital  and  other  beds  of  the  European  carboniferous 
series,  may  see  the  same  thing  repeated  in  various  parts  of 
this  country :  in  the  western  parta  of  the  State  of  New 
York;  at  the  Helderbergh  mountains {  conspicuously  in 
Tennessee,  in  Kentucky,  and  the  State  of  Missouri.  Here, 
in  some  instances,  the  rocks  appear  to  be  composed  entirely 
of  organic  remains,  whilst  othera  seem  to  have  been  de- 
posit^ so  rapidly  as  to  have  given  no  time  for  their  pro- 
duction. It  is  at  this  period,  however,  and  amidst  this 
profusion  of  calcareous  matter,  that  such  immense  numbera 
of  testaceous  animals  of  the  same  kinds  have  existed  in  both 
hemispheres.* 

*In  ihe  cathoniferous  limestoaes  of  Tennefsee,  Kentuclrv,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Missouri,  I  made  very  rich  collectloos  of  fossils,  many  of 
whicli  are  ideniical  with  European  specimens;  indeed,  It  is  probable 
tlial  ipost  of  the  European  genera  will  be  found  there.  Tliere  are, 
however,  great  numbers  of  species  which  differ  from  those  found  in 
EuropefSome  onlv  slightly,  whilst  others  again  are  quite  new.  My 
scientific  friend.  Dr.  Troost,  professor  of  geology  A  the  University  of 


Niuhville,  and  geologist  to  the  State,  has  discovered  'Some  interestiog 
Ibssils,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  he  will  soon  find  leisure  to  describe. 
I  saw  in  hia  cabinet  an  asierias,  found  in  the  carlMnifenius  limestone, 
having  five  rmys,  but  having  lost  the  spines  and  epidermis.  The  fol- 
lowing are  a  few  of  a  very  long  list  of  European  cognate  fossils  I  lirought 
from  the  States  above  mentioned :  Orihocera,  encrinites,  producta, 
spirifere,  plagiostoma,  oatica,  ampullaria,  delphinula,  euomphalus, 
turbo,  pentremites,  trilobitas,  asauhos  platycephalus,  hamites,  lere- 
bratula,  bellerophoa,  nautilus,  caraia,  trochus,  turbinolia,  cjrathophvl- 
lum,  astrea,  strnmaiapora,  caUmopora,  maoon,  escliara,  with  an  in- 
numerable quantity  of  tlie  zoophytes  described  in  Ooldfuss.  Althou([h 
these  fossils  are  not  Identically  the  same  with  their  equivalents  m 
Europe,  vet  many  of  them  are  Arictly  so^  and  in  all  cases  I  would 
assert  the  generic  resemblances  to  be  stronger  than  the  specific  differ- 
ences. On  this  continent,  where  the  carltoniferous  limestone  extends 
unintamiptedly  for  more  than  ono  thousand  miles,  we  find  an  equal 
amount  of  seneric  resemblances  and  specific  diflvrences,  notwithstand- 
ing that  tne  causes  wtiich  produced  the  t>eds  were  obviouslv  cotem* 
poraneous  and  the  same ;  and  it  is  certain  that  the  specific  dlflTerence 
between  the  most  powerful  species  of  living  animals  here,  and  those 
in  transatlantic  countries,  seems  to  be  much  greater  than  that  which 
prevails  amongst  the  fossils  of  the  two  hemispnares. 


In  examining  the  structure  of  the  transitioB  seiiM  rf 
rocks,  we  perceive  that  it  partakes  largely  ef  a  mind  ekt- 
racter,  both  chemical  and  mechanioal,  Manj  nrcmoMMi- 
ees,  presenting  themselves  under  various  aspects  io  difti> 
ent  and  distant  localitiea,  point  to  a  direct  ceatiai  «i|iB 
for  the  Hmestone  beds  of  the  carboniferoos  liinestoof,  ud 
for  those  siliceous  solutions  which  have  frequenU;  chsoged 
Iho  character  of  their  fossils,  and  aometimes  rsplaosd  thi 
caleareotts  constituent  throughout  the  whole  beds;  sfitt 
observed  by  myself  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  where  eeilab 
oolitic  beds  of  tlie  carboniferous  series— and  which  ocar 
also  near  Bristol,  in  England — are  entirely  conveiid  iob 
ailiceotts  mailer.  The  presence  of  bitnniinoQs  Batter,  tao, 
in  some  of  the  fetid  beds  of  this  last  seiiss,  wooM  gi« 
streog  support  to  the  opinion  that  some  coal  beds  asyjiiii 
been  the  reault  of  outpourings  of  bituminous  ottttsr,  id 
not  of  vegetable  decomposition.  The  fetid  beds  d  h 
western  part  of  the  United  States  are  in  some  pisonsi 
impregnated  with  bitumen,  that  when  the  limestooe  racfa 
of  the  canal  were  blasted  at  the  Iklla  of  the  Ohio,  the  iiia- 
men  oozed  from  the  rocks  in  such  great  qnsatitiei,  iha 
more  than  a  gallon  a  day  was  collected  by  the  woriiaB. 
I  have  myself  drawn  bitumen  in  considerable  and  mmi 
quantities  from  these  rocks. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  geological  festares  of  ibii 
continent  is  the  vast  extent  of  the  carboaiieroas  lioasMe. 
I  have  traced  its  eastern  border — confinrming  to  the  csiia 
of  the  other  mineral  formations  east  of  the  MiniH^ 
pi~^more  than  one  thousand  miles  running  to  thewsiif 
south,  from  the  Sute  of  New  York  to  the  thirtT-fifth  de- 
gree of  north  latitude  in  tlie  State  of  Alabama:  the  com 
is  then  changed,  and  lies  to  the  norili  of  west,  leemf 
Little  Rocky  on  the  Arkansas^  about  thirty  miles  to  ^ 
south,  and  disappearing  between  five  and  ax  haaW 
miles  from  the  Rocky  Mountains.  I*hi8  deposits  amk, 
unintemipledly,  a  geogf  aphical  distance  of  at  leiai  Uflt 
miles  from  east  to  west,  underlying  portions  of  the  Sum 
of  ^'ew  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  IlIinoiiiMii' 
souri,  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  on  that  line.  !■ 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Virginia,  and  Maryland,  itbbeaoi- 
ed  biy  a  line  of  which  the  Cumberland  mountains  tan t 
part.  In  the  plains  through  which  the  Mississippi  liX^ 
and  which  include  the  Illinois  prairies,  it  appesn  Bb  i 
continuous  floor,  forming  en  almost  unvarying  fist;  for il- 
though  the  superficial  level  is  irregular,  that  of  the  dki- 
reous  formation,  lying  beneath  the  arable  aoil,  seldoDSN* 
to  change  its  elevation  materially. 

In  other  parts  of  the  area  covered  by  this  depoiite,  1^ 
have  been  extensive  denudstions  of  the  beds,  whiirf  ■ 
some  of  the  Western  States  broad  table  landa  of  it  s&il  "- 
main,  and  which  are  occasionally  covered  with  eaoditfli^ 
as  is  the  extensive  fable,  forty  miles  broad,  of  the  Cod^ 
land  moimtains  as  far  as  the  begining  of  the  descent  de«i 
to  Sparta,  where  the  sandstone  contains  indications  ef  Vir 
uminouB  coal.  From  hence  to  Nashville,  aboot  e^ 
miles,  the  country  descends  over  varioua  beids  of  carw- 
eroua  limestone:  that  which  immedistcly  sucoeedf  ta  ^ 
above-mentioned  aandstone  has  a  marked  oolitic  stnxtfli^ 
and  is  about  two  hundred  feet  thick.  The  bedstn' 
horizontal,  and  many  of  them  abound  in  or^aici^ 
mains,*  whilst  the  chert  in  the  seama  takes  an  sgiv> 
form,  tvtth  a  chalcedonic  botroidal  appearance^  sudi  i>/ 
have  seen  in  similar  situationa  west  of  the  Hisafsf^ 
The  lowest  point  at  which  I  bad  an  oppartanitv  of  en** 
ining  this  series  of  the  carboniferous  limestone  ^*^ 
Nashville,  on  the  Cumberland  river.  The  town  9  ^ 
on  naked  beds  of  horizontal  limestone,  some  of  vbieb  eff 
loaded  with  fossils.  The  beds  through  which  tbt  n^ 
has  cut  its  channel,  and  which  appear  in  ^rkw^^^ 
of  the  neighboring  country,  vary  a  good  dehl  in  their  ci;*- 

•  Of  which  the  pantrsmite,  accordiag  to  Ik.  Tioosi,  i»  tke  cb*' 
teristic  fossil. 
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teiltiM  itnietore,  and  in  ibeir  orgtnic  raoMiiiis.    The  Cum- 
beriaod  bting  QDoaaallj  low,  I  had  a  favorable  opportunity 
of  examining  some  of  the  inferior  bedi,  which  were  of  a 
dark  bluieh  gray  co]or»  having  a  airycture  between  that  of 
prinary  and  compact  limestone.     These  rocks  occasionally 
•bonnd  with  nodules  of  siliceous  matter*  resembling  chert, 
black  outside,  grayish  vcithin,  which  seems  to  have  been 
infiltrated  into  cavities  once  containing  organic  matter. 
They  are  fre4|uently  covered  with  iucoidal  strings,  and  nu- 
merous zoophytes,  of  which  the  characteristic  marks  are 
obliterated ;  have  rounded  surfaces,  from  aqueous  attrition, 
ihe  calcareous  matter  having  been  rubbed  away,  and  the 
cherty  matter  left   in  relief^  as  I   have  frequently  observed 
on  the  rocks  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi.     Higher 
lip  in  the  formation,  the  beds  contain  cavities,  in  which  or- 
{anizcd  bodiea  appear  to  have  been  imbedded,  and  many  of 
which  are  now  filled  by  interesting  accidental  minerals. 
Their  widls  are  generally  lined  with  carbonate  of  lime, 
upon  which  beautiful  crystals  of  strontian,  of  a  fine  sky 
^Itte  color,  with  intermediate  shades,  sulphate  of  barytes, 
luate  of  lime,  fibrous  and  snowy  gypsum,  and  sulphuret 
)i  zinc  in  rare  crystals  upon  brown  spar,  are  oAen  found : 
he  same  accidental  minerals  arc  found  in  the  horizontal 
arboniferoQs  limestone  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  in 
{tker  localities.      This  limestone,    when   rubbed,    smells 
iuntly,  like  bituminous  limestone,  although  it   lies  much 
)eiieath%any  indications  of  bituminous  coal  which  have 
iceo  yet  observed,     (n  the  banks  of  the  Cumberland,  Dr. 
l^oost  pointed  out  to  me  a  conglomerate  bed  of  dead  shells, 
'here  pairs  of  bivalves  seldom  occur.     The   organic  re- 
nains  of  this  bed  are  generally  fractured,  and  often  much 
comminuted.     It  lica  between  two  strsta  of  .compact  lime- 
tone,  and  in   some   pUces  is  fi&een  feet  thick,  whilst   in 
(there  it  thins  oS  to  one  or  two  feet,  anil  is  often  entirely 
ranting.     Above  nil   these   beds  is  a  stratum  of  coarse 
jaoular  limestone,  covered  almost  entirely  with  strophom- 
oa  rogosa,  a  well  characterized  fossil. 
Harpeth  ridge  rises  much  above  the  level  of  Nashville, 
nd  is  remarkable  for  containing  beds  of  a  greenish  color, 
ierived  from  chloritic  matter,  as  well  as  a  bed  of  slaty  clay, 
^  bituminous,  with  reniform  ferruginous  masses.     An 
iicrinital  bed  of  limestone  near  the  top,  alternating   with 
•ndstoue,  is  covered  with  an  argillaceous  sandstone.    The 
'hole  structure  of  this  ridge  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to 
be  country  described  in  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lung's  return 
rom  the  Rocky  Mountains.*    I  have  recognised  these  beds 
1  many  distant  parts  of  the  country,  and  have  frequently 
dlen  in  with  the  same  stratum  of  bituminous  shale.     But 

>  the  details  of  the  geology  of  this  part  of  Tennessee  will 
t  given  to  tlie  public  with  great  care  by  Dr.  Troost,  who 
OS  made  himself  complete  master  of  them,  I  shall  proceed 

>  give  a  sketch  of  the  structure  of  this  great  deposite  of 
irboniferooa  limestone,  a^  it  is  exhibited  in  the  descent  of 
)e  Cunibt^rland  nver  from  the  falls  to  Nashville,  a  distance 
r  about  three  hundred  miles.  This  .will  show  the  true 
>lative  position  of  the  beds  of  this  great  formation  to  eacli 
Lher,  as  the  river,  in  its  course,  has  opened  them  all  up 
'oni  its  source  in  the  high  tablelands,  for  a  depth  of  at 
iast  1,600  fvet,.  to  where  the  Cumberland  enters  the  Ohio. 
*he  trae  place  of  the  bituminous  coal  beds  of  this  group 
'in  be  here  seen,  so  that  those  who  take  the  trouble  to 
ttke  themselves  masters  of  the  distinct  mineral  and  fossil 
ttaraoters  of  each  bed,  and  the  order  of  their  succession  to 
ich  other,  can  always  form  an  accurate  judgment  whether 
>y  particular  district  is  above  or  below  the  coal.  The 
Pp*r  part  of  the  profile  section  now  to  be  described,  cor- 
■tponds  in  so  many  important  particulars  to  those  charac- 
risiic  beds  which,  in  Europe,  frequently  divide  the  coal 
><*>iire«  from  the  carboniferous  limestone,  that  1  have  nut 

*  Vide  Jaiiio^'g  Acctmnl  of  Li»Ht"«  Ex|teilition,  \(A.  2,  p.  160,'et  pss. 
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hesitated  to  recognise  in  it  the  equivalent  of  the  formation 
called  miUstone  grit  andshaU, 

The  Cumberland  at  the  falls,  in  Whitely  county,  Ken- 
tucky, has  worn  its  way  through  a  quartzose  conglomerate, 
united  by  a  siliceous  and  argillaceous  cement,  to  the  depth 
of  at  least  five  hundred  feet,  and  continues  to  flow  over  it 
for  some  distance  beyond  the  falls.  Pursuing  its  way,  it 
next  cuts  through  a  bed  consisting  principally  of  shale, 
about  two  hundred  feet  thick,  in  which  are  three  horizontal 
good  veins  of  bituminous  coal,  each  from  three  and  a  half 
to  four  and  a  half  feet  thick.  The  river  runs  on  the  bottom 
of  this  bed  about  three  miles  below  the  mouth  of  T^aurel 
river.  The  banks  of  the  river  continue  to  expose  the  coal 
veins  until  seven  miles  below  Rock  Castle  river ;  but  here 
the  Cumberland  has  cut  into  a  bed  of  compact  limestone, 
with  an  oolitic  structure  about  three  hundred  feet  thick :  to 
this  succeeds  a  series  of  horizontal  beds  about  two  hundred 
feet  thick,  which,  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Indian  creek,  is  ex- 
posed in  the  banks,  together  with  a  seam  of  bituminous 
shale,  the  equivalent  of  that  at  Harpeth  ridge,  and  which 
is  here  twenty  feet  thick.  At  this  place  the  river  has  cut 
into  the  inferior  beds  of  limestone  which  are  found  at 
Nashville  i  these  may  be  estimated  at  about  tbre^  hundred 
feet  thick  down  to  the  junction  of  the  Cumberland  with  the 
Ohio.  At  Burkesville  the  river  has  worn  its  way  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  into  this  last  series  of  beds.  A 
perpendicular  section  of  these  rocks  would  appear  thus : 
Conglomerate  of  milUtone  grit,  500 
Sliale,  with  coal  veins,    ■•        -     200 

-  300 

-  200 
I  Bituminous  shale,  •  -  -  20 
V.  Lower  series  of  beds,      -         -     300 


isuaie,  witn  coal  veii 

Carbooifer.    fConipact  limestone, 

owlime-  ^  "0"»»n*al  ^^^9     ' 

.^^^      "   ;  Bituminous  shale,  - 

stone.         >  T  f  X    t 


1 ,620  feet.* 
During  my  late  tour  I  had  occasion  to  examine  the  bitu- 
minous coal  beds  in  various  parts  of  the  State  of  Illinois  ; 
and  in  the  bluff,  distant  about  seven  miles  east  from  the 
city  of  St.  Louis,  a  fine  vein  about  eight  feet  thick  is  open- 
ed for  the  consumption  of  the  city.  This  bluff,  which  is 
near  one  hundred  fcot  high,  is  the  terminstton  of  the  level 
of  the  prairies  of  Illinois  to  the  west,  and  bounds  a  rich, 
swampy  tract  of  land  formed  of  black  vegetable  matter- 
once  overflowed  by  the  waters  of  the  Missifisippi — now 
called  the  American  bottom. f 

The  coal  in  the  bluff  opposite  St.  Louis  lies  between 
ledges  of  limestone,  in  a  perfectly  fiat  seam,  measuring 
alK>ut  eight  feet  to  the  floor.  From  the  stratum  of  compact 
limestone  superincundient  on  the  coal,  I  obtained  a  fine 
product  us  and  a  terebratula  $  but  in  the  slaty  shale  above 
the  coal,  which  is  loaded  with  sulphuret  of  iron,  I  oonld 
not  obtain  the  slightest  impression  of  a  plant.  It  is  the  same 
with  the  coal  on  the  western  aide  of  the  Mississippi ;  nor 
does  any  part  of  that  extensive  carboniferous  country 
pre&-ent  a  basin-like  appearance,  into  which  trees  or  plants 
could  havo  been  washed,  or  in  which  aquatic  plants  could 
have  adequately  grown.  Many  who  are  led  by  practical 
ol>servation  to  assign  a  subterranean  origin  to  the  extensive 
floors  of  limestone  on  which  the  coal  reposes,  might,  also, 
probably  indulge  the  idea  that  these  coal  beds  may  have  had 
a  similar  origin,  fortifled  as  it  is  by  the  existence  of  bitu- 
minous  matter  in  the  beds  of  limestone,  and  by  many 
other  considerations  present  to  an  observer. 

Extensive  as  this  immense  field  is,  where  bituminous 
coal  is  found  deposited  in  so  many  places,  yet  it  by  no 
means  represents  the  geological  eonditiaDa  aoder  which 
bituminous  coal   is  deposited  in  other  parts  of  North 


*  I  am  indetiled  for  this  section  lo  a  r^connoisnncemade  by  Mfssis. 
Suoisbury  and  Baity,  by  order  of  the  TopografiAical  Bureau. 

t  Thirty  miles  aoulli  of  St.  Louis  I  recnwed  the  MiaaiMiippi,|Mid 
f<Hind  a  continuation  of  this  Ijottom  about  six  miles  bruod,  over  which 
1  walked  to  thr  bluflb. 
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America.  Tn  the  granitic  trough  of  Virginia,  the  coal 
lies  ainidst  ahaleif  and  loose  sandstones  of  a  micaceous 
character,  the  superincumlicnt  shales  affording  fiue  speci- 
mens of  vegetable  impressions.  In  the  gr<;at  bituminous 
coal  measures  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  separated  from 
these  last  by  the  primary  and  easternmost  chain  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains,*  the  coal  is  found  amidst  similar 
but  more  indurated  sandstones  and  shales,  high  up  in 
the  hills,  which  have  been  truncated  and  furrowed  out 
into  valleys,  so  that  the  continuity  of  the  veins  is  found 
'  without  difficulty  in  distant  isolated  hills. 

It  may  also  be  instructive  to  observe  here  that  the  east- 
ern coal-field  of  the  Southern  States,  with  which  we  are 
acquainted  in  Virginia  and  Alabama — in  the  former  of 
which  States  it  has  already  become  a  source  of  great  wealth, 
giving  constant  employment  to  locomotive  power  and  ship- 
ping— may  reasonably  be  inferred  from  some  known  partial 
indications  to  be  continuous  between  those  points.     I  can 
confidently  assert,  from  personal  inspection,  that  there  is  a 
very  promising  line  of  continuity  between  those  extreme 
points ;  and  that  bituminous  coal,  of  a  very  fine  quality, 
may  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  found  in  situations  where 
it  does  not  crop  out  on  the  surface.    As  an  evidence  of  the 
confidence  which  may  be  placed  in  geological  indicationn, 
I  consider  it  important  to  mention,  in  a  brief  manner,  a 
coal  mining  operation  now  conducting  in  England — and 
which  had  just  been  commenced  during  a  visit  I  paid  that 
country  in  1826 — upon  the  sole  ground  of  an  entire  confi- 
dence placed  in  geological  principles^  and  without  any  in- 
dication whatever  of  coal  cropping  out  on  the  sar&oe.     A 
shafl  was  sunk  at  Monkwearmoutb,  near  Sunderland,  in 
the  county  <cff  Durham,  through  a  group  of  calcareous  rocks, 
which  wer«  supposed,  from  the  immutability  which  rocks 
are  believed  to  preserve  as  to  the  order  of  superposition  to 
each  other,  to  overlie  certain  coal  veins  existing  in  contig^ 
uous  parts  of  the  country.     The  «haft  was  sunk  644  feet 
beneath  the  surface  before  any  cooNwas  found  ;  they  then 
reached  a  small  seam  of  one  and  a  half  inches  in  thickness. 


♦  This  cliain  of  primary  rockB,  which  traverses  the  United  Slates 
fnim  their  northern  boundary  to  the  western  temiioaiion  of  the  high* 
lands  of  AUbaiQs,  receives  various  designations  in  some  of  the  Suneo, 
which  occasions  some,  confusion  in  the  niapa,  and  consequently  to 
travellsra.  The  true  structure  of  the  general  series  of  the  Allegany 
duins  or  ridges,  which  are  numerous,  has  been  hitherto  mi^uoder 
stood,  and,  haviue  been  occasionally  embarrassed  wlien  convening 
pn  the  subject  in  the  country,  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  cor- 
rect this  misapprehension. 

The  primary  rocks  which  are  seen  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  occasion* 
ally  covered  by  the  subcreiaceoua  and  tcniary  beds,  extend  west  into 
the  interior  until  they  terminaie  in  the  chain  of  primary  rocks  al)ove 
alluded  to^  which  coming  from  the  north*northeasl— the  general  mine- 
ral Jirecuon  on  this  continent —is  cut  through  at  West  Point,  in  ihe 
State  of  New  Yorlc,  by  the  Hudson  river,  ao^  passing  Xhrough  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Maryland  into  Viivinia.  Is  there  called  the BlueKtdge, frum 
the  bluish  tint  which  is  reflected  from  iL  Beyond  this  ridge,  to  tiie 
west,  the  numerous  ridges  and  outliers— the  most  conspicuous  of  which 
are  parallel— belong  Uj  the  transition  and  secondary  rocks.  These  have 
various  local  names;  but  the  most  important  of  these  sedimentary  ridges 
is  one  called  the  AUrahany  moimtain,  which  forms  Lhi3  eastern  boun- 
dary of  the  counties  of  Randolph,  Pocahontas,  and  Greenbrier,  in  Vir. 
^nia,  and  then  deflecting  more  to  the  east  with  irregular  flexures  for 
some  distance,  at  length  buus  tip  against  the  primary  chain  near  the 
southeast  corn-  r  of  the  county  of  Botetourt.  Hero  the  priiuary  chain 
divides  into  a  fork,  the  westernmost  prong  of  which,  called  the  Iron 
mountain,  fonns  the  western  boundary  of  the  county  of  Orayaou,  and 
the  eastern  prong  the  eastern  boundary  of  tlie  sama county,  so  that  the 
county  of  GraysoD.  and  iho  new  county  of  Floyd,  lie  mainly  between 
iha  two  prongs.  But  the  country  people,  not  aware  ef  the  diflbrenca 
tieiween  sedimentary  and  primary  rocks,  supposa  tlie  eastern  prong  to 
be  a  prolongation  of  tho  sedimentary  ridge  called  the  Alleghany  nmun- 
lain,  and  give  it  that  name,  which  oUains  In  many  of  the  maps,  whilst 
ihey  call  the  western  prong,  or  Iron  nM>untain,  the  Blue  Ridge.  In 
one  spnse  this  incorrect  designation  is  not  without  a  reason,  kir  this 
supposed  continultr  is  the  great  watrr  shed  of  the  whole  country,  the 
sedimenuiry  parL  throwing  down  some  nf  the  waters  of  the  Kaa&wha 
river  lo  the  west,  and  Uie  waters  of  the  James  river  to  the  east,  whilst 
the  prlmanr  portion  sends  down  the  head  waters  of  New  river  to  the 
west,  and  incise  of  the  Roanoke  lo  tlie  east.  It  will  be  apparent,  I  think, 
to  every  geologist,  that  as  this  primary  chain  is  the  true  bmrndary  of 
the  sedimentary  rocks  lying  west  of  it,  and  forms  so  important  a  fea- 
ture  in  the  minoral  structure  of  ih:8  country,  it  should  receive  a  clear 
geological  desienaiion  ;  and  as  it  looks  u\xm  the  Atlantic  const  in  iu 
whole  course,  I  shiill  proiMse  the  name  of  the  Atlamtic  pRZHAav 
Chats*. 


This  occurred  in  1881,  after  eneoonterin;  inerefible  dift* 
calties  in  stopping  an  influx  of  water  that  had  freqaeallf 
almost  overpowered  them.  They  proceeded  to  a  de(«h  of 
one  thousand  feet,  when  it  became  necessary  to  ihtestinore 
capital  in  pumps  of  greater  capacity,  and  thiswithoatiaa!- 
ing  more  coal.  But  the  proprietors  bad  confidence  in  their 
operations,  and,  amidst  the  loudly  expreswd  doubts  of  nitny 
of  their  friends,  persevered  until,  at  a  depth  of  1,1118  fcit 
below  the  level  of  high-water  mark,  they  reached  t  vat 
valuable  eeam  of  fine  coal,  and  are  actually  now  csrryigf 
their  shaft  to  a  depth  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  fcd, 
in  order  to  reach  a  vein  of  coal  long  worked  in  other  alflt- 
tlons,  and  which  they  are  confident  will  be  found  srittti 
thak  depth.  This  vein,  when  reached,  will  repay  sll  thi 
outlay  of  capital,  and  become  a  source  of  great  wsahh. 

In  whatever  manner  I  have  been  aWe  to  regard  the  c«- 
boniferous  series  of  rocks  in  the  United  States,  howefw 
dissimilar  the  mineral  structure  of  ita  beds  and  its  M 
may  occasionally  be,  yet  I  have  not  been  able  to  itnd^ 
'impression,  and  could  demonstrate,  if  thia  were  the  fnfn 
oci'asion  to  do  so,  that  the  general  stiicture  of  the  serieiii 
a  fail  equivalent  of  that  in  Europe,  and  has  probably  fam 
produced  by  the  same  causes. 

The  next  rocks  in  the  geological  series  ate  those  wlsd 
lie  immediately  above  the  coal  measures,  and  helohi,  bj 
common  consent,  to  the  secondary.  This  division  indndtf 
a  very  important  number  of  beds  which  have  ne^  !»■ 
found  in  the  United  States ;  we  may  possess  the  eqdn- 
lents  of  some  of  them,  such  as  the  muscbelkslk  of  thsGe- 
mans,  an<l  the  red  lands  of  Devohshire  :  further  mttap^ 
tions  will  probably  determine  that  point ;  but  the  ireolofi- 
cal  inve:»tigations,  which  have  been  made  east  of  ths  ITa* 
sissippi,  have  scarcely  left  us  any  ground  to  expect  tM 
any  of  the  members  of  w*hat  is  called  '*  the  oolite  fbrn- 
tion,"  from  beneath  the  purbeck  heda  to  the  lias  iodm 
will  ever  be  found  on  this  side  of  that  river.  Peihsps  As 
cannot  be  asserted  with  equal  truth  of  that  gioup  of  rodi 
which  lies  between  the  coal  measures  and  the  lias.  TUi 
gronp,  usually  characterized  by  the  formation  cslled  «^ 
red  aandstone,  has  been  always  considered  an  ioiportitf 
depositury  of  gypsum,  as  well  as  the  aouree  from  «b«i 
salt  brines  have  been  derived  in  many  parts  of  the  es40 
hemisphere.  The  brines  of  this  country  are  derived  fi* 
so  many  sources,  that  this  group  is  by  no  means  ttM 
to'be  considektid  their  sole  geological  depository  in  the  T** 
ted  States.  The.romeral  waters  of  Baratoga,  in  the  M 
of  New  York,  and  other  mineral  watera  olnained  at  Alta?. 
in  that  State,  are  very  strongly  impregnated  with  moi* 
of  soda,  containing  upwards  of  «xty  parts  of  that  uiiotf^ 
and  these  waters  rise  through  the  lower  slates  which  r«fo<i 
upon  the  primitive  rocks.  The  salt  welts  of  EiskSmisHi^ 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  are  fed  from  beneath  disc''* 
boniferous  limestone.  I  have  lieen  furnished  with  boring*  c^ 
fected  in  that  part  of  the  country,  which  have  been  extet^ 
ed  to  about  seven  hundred  feet,  and  have  passed  tbrflsp 
important  veins  of  bituminous  coal.  These  boriop  fW 
the  following  vertical  section  : 

Feet. 


Sandstone  -  -  - 

C.»al 

Limestone  -  -  - 

Sandstone  -  -  - 

Coal  -     -  -  -  - 

Limestone  -  -  - 
Sandstone 


•    u 


20 

6 

3 
120 

4  to  5 

8 
88 


Sandstone    -    *    * 

Coal 

Tiimestone     -    -    - 
Salifcrous  rock  rest- 
ing on  liraestooe  - 


Fwt 

.     5t«( 
■  100 

900 


Coal 2  ==. 

The  floor  of  the  valley  where  the  remarkable  ssit  ^ffiiV 
come  up,  near  Abingdon,  in  Washington  county,  Vi|l"^ 
is  transition  limestone.  The  brine  is  so  strong  that  it  s>7 
lakes  twenty -four  gallons  of  water  to  make  one  bofbcii ' 
fifty  pounds  of  pure  salt ;  great  quantities  of  suiphste  o^""* 
come  up  with  the  brine.    This  locality,  wbethec  in  ^' 
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[B5tiiC««e.  IttSiM. 


liMi  to  ito  ^•■Ue  dttporitai  of  fgfpmam^  4be  potveifel  flvir 
Bf  Um  briiM,  itf  onliniHcd  qiMniitj,  -or  the  itmetow  of  tho 
lopOTfieMi  bid*,  M  mora  interMling  than  wdj  one  of  its 
dui  which  I  have  ever  iceD.  I  eeald  name  other  locali- 
IM  raMmblim;  tbeee.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ealt  welie 
if  Salina  am  fed  from  a  depoaite  of  a  marly  ehamcter,  which 
wcuionally  baa  a  atrong  reaembknce  to  eoine  niembert  of 
he  new  red  aandatene  group  of  Bnvope.  Tbia  gieat  branch 
if  gaology  haa  hitherto  received  very  little  attention  in  thie 
Mm  tiy. 

Of  the  aaperior  portion  of  the  eeoondary  rodca,  we  poe* 
am  loine  important  membeia.  The  upper  beds  of  tho 
ibalit  groop  have  not  yet  been  eean  in  North  America,  at 
emt  not  with  the  aame  mtnerak^oal  character,  nor  with 
eami  nd  nodolee  of  flint  eimilarly  diapoeed ;  hoi  many  of 
li  inftrior  beda  are  foand  in  a  very  irregular  and  aneient 
Niend  line  from  abont  44^  north  latitude,  in  New  Joraey--* 
ad  psrfaap*  about  41^  S^',  underlying  the  tertiary  beda  of 
iartha**  Vineyard— to  the  tbiny-eeoond  degrae  of  north 
tthude,  in  Alabama.  Poraning  a  ainooa  conree  thence 
Maida  the  northweaf;  it  reappears  on  the  weet  aide  of  the 
Hennemw  river,  at  about  SA^*  40',  and  by  intermediate 
ointo  I  have  tmeed  it  to  88°  46^  in  Arltansaa.  Farther 
rert  it  is  seen  near  the  Kianeehe,  and  at  variona  peinta  up 
be  Falsa  Waahita,  to  the  eaalern  limit  of  the  aandvlonea 
'hich  are  found  on  the  eastern  elope  of  the  Kooky  Moun- 
■ns ;  thence  it  defleota  to  the  north,  and  rune  op  to  the 
Ihcic  hiila,  whieh,  compelling  ite  course  east  of  north,  it 
■■ei  the  Miaeouri  north  e^  the  forty*third  degree,  and 
(ohsbly  termiiMtee  eouth  of  the  Mandan  country,  between 
M  BladL  hilia  and  the  highlands  of  Coteao  de  Prairie.  In- 
ieationa  of  thin  ancient  ahora,  which  appears  to  have  had 
V  its  limit  that  geneiai  water  level  of  the  eea  which  de- 
bited the  lowar  chalk  beda,  witi,  no  doubt,  be  hereafter 
Kovered  up  many  of  the  rivem  of  this  continent.* 
Within  It  are  contaiaed  both  the  lo#er  beda  of  the  chalk 
Mop  and  the  Tepfoeentativee  of  the  tertiary  groap  which 
i^e  ffoeived  eo  ameh  attention  in  Europe. 
Prom  the  examinations  I  made  when  in  the  8lato  of 
Isbama,  and  from  the  details  which  wera  given  me  of 
brings  for  f^b  water  through  the  ealoareoua  depositee  to  a 
ipth  of  fi^  faundred  feet,  aa  weU  as  fcom  the  general 
nding  of  the  eaatera  alopea  of  the  AllaDlie  primary  chain, 
oenaider  it  aa  moat  probable  that  they  all  lie  upon  the 
loiaTy  floor,  which  eitenda  to -the  ocean,  and  which 
owB  itself  at  the  fella  of  all  th«  ptlncipal  atraams. 
The  eobereCaeeooa  beds  in  Alibama  evtaDd  about  one 
Hidved  niilee  soath  from  Pickene  county,  end  appear  to 
'  bounded  by  on  irregular  line  roaning^  eoutheast  by  east 
the  fella  on  the  Coosa.  Above  this  line,  to  the  north, 
•  bituminDua  eoal  oomes  in,  lying,  like  that  of  Virginia, 
^  the  primary  roeka.  The  tertiafy  strata  are  found  south 
the  suberateetoas  area.  The  Atabimia  river,  with  ite 
butaries,  tlie  Tombecbee,  the  Blaek  Warrior,  and  the 
diawba,  ottte  through  theae  betla.  At  Prattle  Bluff  the 
bbarna  haa  laid  open  rich  dopeeitea  of  the  subcreteceous 
ate,  from  whence  I  brought  aromonltee,  bacultles,  turri- 
la,  eealum,  grypbva  eonveia,  exngyfa  costete,  and 
itneveaa  other  foMila  belonging  to  these  bedfl.f  Further 
the  snath  the  river  at  Fort  Otatborne  haa  cut  through 
B  tOTtiavy  strata,  t 

If  the  mineral  character  of  these  beda,  from  their  occa- 
fial  dlsaioiilar  appearance,  eouM  raise  any  doubts  as  to 
sir  equivalency,  the  decided  character  of  their  fossils 
»ald  certainly  remove  them.  The  agreement  of  the  fos- 
I  fouftd  in  some  of  the  beda  in  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey 
Ih  those  of  the  greda  sand  and  associate  beds  in  Europe, 

I  picked  ap  twD  or  three  valves  sf  gryphwi  ooMOa  oo  ihe  banks  of 
Onio  Uarinir  the  lasi  sumnwr.  ,      ,  ^  ^ , 

Mr.  Conrad  hu  personally  examined  the  Alabama  beds  wiih  his 

Tbe  bsSja«f  tkeie  iieds  have  keen  bsauUfally  igured  tayJUr- 
I,  in  bis  "  ComrfbutioQS  to  Geology." 


when  eanaidbrad  in  comazion  with  their  geological  poai- 
tioB,  can  leave  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  an  experienced' 
geologist,  of  the  flrat  being  true  equivalente  of  the  laat,  and 
thiaaraa  announced  several  yeara  ago.* 

The  tertiary  atrate  approaching  the  top  of  the  geological 
seriea,  and  coming  so  near  to  the  present  order  of  nature, 
we  may  reasonably  expect  the  fossil  remains  contetned  in 
them  to  be  mora  or  less  apeoifloaUy  allied  to  existing  shells. 
This  haa  been  shown  to  be  eztenarvely  the  case  in  Europe, 
by  Mr.  Lyellf  and  other  writera.  That  eminent  geologist 
haa  divided  thoee  atrate  into  periode  characterized  by  the 
proportion  of  recent  and  extinct  shells  found  in  the  aanko 
beda.  It  haa  resnited  from  this  manner  of  inveatigating 
the  subject,  that,  in  the  beda  neereet  the  existing  order  of 
nature,  ahells  now  living  ara  found  mixed  in  the  greatest 
proportions  with  those  which  are  extinct ;  and  that  in  tha 
lowest  beds  of  the  tertiary  atrate  the  proportions  ara  nearly 
inverted,  ahowibg  a  systematic  progrsasion  of  species,  con- 
forming in  this  to  the  progression  of  organic  nature  in  the 
older  geological  formationa.  The  tertiary  depoaites  of  the 
Atlantic  8tetee  ara  very  nnmereua,  and  extend  far  to  tlte 
South.  Wherever  I  have  found  the^aubcreteceoos  beds,  I 
have  foimd  some  of  the  strata  of  ^e  tertiery.  I  found  the 
beda  of  Mr.  Lyell's  Eocene  period  in  varioua  parte  of  the 
Territory  of  Aikanaaa ;  and  in  the  very  great  number  of  ter- 
tiary beds  which  I  have  seen  betwixt  the  Delaware  river*and 
that  Territory,  \  am  diapoeed  to  believe  the  equivalents  of 
Mr.  LyeH'e  periods  may  all  be  found.  From  some  of  these 
looalitiee  J  have  collected  great  numbera  of  living  species, 
which  yet  partially  retein  a  fine  color.  The  Choptank  river, 
ia  Talbot  county,  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland ;  the 
oountiea  of  Prince  George,  Charles,  and  St.  Mary's,  in 
Maryland ;  the  eonnties  of  Hanover,  York,  and  espedally 
of  Prince  George,  in  Virginia,  present  admiralde  localitiea 
for  thoee  who  are  disposed  to  examine  'the  relative  age  of 
tbeee  beda;  indeed,  all  the  Southern  States,  and  canspico- 
oosly  that  of  Alabama,  preaent  an  extraordinary  field  for  In- 
quiriea  of  thie  nature,  the  tertiary  strate  covering  a  prodigt- 
oua  area  towards  the  Atlantic.  In  Prince  George,  Virginia, 
the  tertiary  atrata  will  probably  be  found  to  rest  upon  the 
eubcrataceona  beda  \^skA  it  is  interesting  to  geologiste  to  note, 
that  the  bitunanous  coal  beda  of  Cheaterfield  county,  which 
rest  upon  porpl^tic  granite,  are  the  limit  of  theee  calca- 
wens  atrate,  just  as  the  bituminous  coal  of  Alabsms  Is  the 
limit  of  the  subcreteceous  beds  in  that  State,  t 


*  Dr.  MortoOf  in  his  instnialM  Synopsto,  states  that "  Mr.  Vanuzem 
was  Uie  first  lo  detect  the  analogy  between  this  depoaite  (subcreu- 
ceouB)  and  the  chalk  formation  ^  Europe."  These  genilemea  firat 
drew  the  auentlon  of  geologlsiB  lo  the  true  poeiiion  of  the  beds  in 
New  Jecsey,  and  u>  their  probable  extBDsion  to  the  South,  where  they 
have  since  been  found. 

t  Principles  of  Geology. 

t  Tracts  of  this  ancient  littoral  line  are  asnally  to  be  found,  without 
much  difficullr.  near  the  f«Us  of  the  rivers  I  devuted  the  summer 
and  autumn  of  1833  to  this  demarcation,  and  found  it  to  describe  an  ir- 
regular  line  west  of  south  from  Maryland  into  Viif  inia.  The  tertiary 
beds,  where  no  ioSBils  aiVMsr,  may  always  be  recognised  by  heavy, 
wet,  darlc  green  h-K^klng  depoeites,  someiiroes  as  in  the  bill  at  Kich- 
mond,  on  which  the  capUol  is  built,  and  near  Shirley,  on  James  river, 
eoataininii  Impressiona  of  ahells  only,  someiimee  sparkling  with  spl- 
cula  if  sulphate  of  lime,  and  aometimeB  loaded  with  fiisslls,  aa  ai  Fort 
Washington,  on  the  Potomac.  The  mioeral  which  colors  these  beds 
Is  a  compound  of  ailex,  \ff>n^  and  alkali,  and  Ib  the  same  as  that  which 
forms  an  important  ran  of  the  eubcreuceous  beda, and  occaaioned  their 
being  named  by  the  European  eoolog  sts  the  ••  Green  Sand  Formation." 
The  older  beds  may  generally  be  looked  for  at  the  western  edge  of  this 
tine.  Lignite  occurs  very  commonly.  I  saw  an  important  bed  of  It 
In  the  right  bank  of  the  Rappahannock,  a  few  miles' from  Fredericlu- 
burg,  on  the  esiaie  of  Mr.  Sputswoo*!,  lylngon  the  older  tertiary.  Mr. 
Ruinn,  the  intelligent  editor  of  the  Farmer's  Reel««,er,  who  has  done  so 
much  to  direct  the  attention  of  his  brother  planteta  u>  the  value  of 
these  calcareous  deposites  In  agriculture,  look  me  during  that  aumroer 
lo  some  localities  on  James  river,  near  Coggings  Point,  wl^ere  I  found 
the  equivalents  of  Mr.  Lyeli*s  Eocene  period,  and  from  which  1  en> 
riched  my  cabinet  with  some  very  6ae  fossils.  The  mddle^aped 
oyster  appeared  to  be  the  characteriBf  ic  foasll  of  theee  beds.  In  the 
Interior,  near  Mr.  Rufflin*B  residence,  I  collected  a  great  variety  of 
ahells  belonging  to  the  present  order  of  il^inga,  many  of  which,  though 
extremely  minute,  retained  vivid  coloia.  R  eden  happens  that  oar- 
ticular  species  are  aggregated  together  In  these  localities,  shuwioa  that 
the  retraat  of  liie  ocean  has  l^een  eCfected  without  breakii>g  up  their  beds. 
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But  these  bed*  not  only  contftin  proportional  miitorM  of 
living  and  exUact  fhelU;  speciei  are  found  in  them  which 
are  found  in  beds  of  the  kame  age  in  Europe,  of  which,  I 
have  no  doubt,  the  labors  of  Mr.  Conrad,  and  other  geolo- 
giata  engaged  with  the  vubject,  will  aoon  produce  important 
liats.  This  might  be  expected  from  the  cloae  generic  affin- 
iliea  of  the  fonils  of  both  hemispheres.* 

Having  had  peraonal  opportunities  of  examining  the 
beds  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  in  the  States  of  New 
Jersey,  Maryland,  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Alabama,  and 
Arkansas,  beaides  having  seen  the  characteriatic  foaails  of 
the  subcretaceous  beds  from  Tennessee,  and  from  localities 
several  hundred  miles  up  Red  river,  beyond  the  limits  of 
my  late  tour,  I  cannot  but  consider  them,  together  with 
their  fossil  contents,  as  establishing  a  most  aatisfactory 
agreement  between  theae  portions  of  the  geological  series 
in  Europe  and  America ;  and  when  we  add  to  the  list  the 
lignites,  and  the  equivalent  quadrupedal  and  Saurian  re- 
maina  found  in  both  countries,  it  may  be  asserted,  that 
there  is  no  important  discordance  between  the  marine  and 
foasil  remains  of  their  contemporaneoua  periods;  for  tiaie 
will  probably  diminish  the  liat  of  non-equivalents  on  both 
aides.  Within  a  very  short  period,  the  eurypterus,  a  re- 
markable fossil  crustaceous  animal,  discovered  some  years 
ago  in  the  United  States,  and  then  entirely  unknown  in 
Europe,  has  been  discovered  there. 

It  would  be  inconsistent  upon  this  occasion  to  enter  upon 
all  those  details  requisite  to  bear  me  out  completely  in  what 
I  have  advanced  of  the  agreement  of  the  European  and 
American  rocks,  and  which  I  must  defer  to  more  appropri- 
ate oooasions.  Th^t  opinion  was  communicated  by  me,  aa 
iar  back  as  the  year  1828,  to  the  Geological  Society  of 
London.  To  those  who  are  interested  in  geological  rO' 
suits,  without  having  studied  the  science,  it  will  be  still 
more  satisfactory  to  know  that  this  constant  sucoassion  in 
the  order  of  rocks,  in  respect  of  their  superposition  to  each 
other,  is  invariable,  as  much  so  aa  that  of  the  order  in 
which  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  atand  to  each  other ;  so 
that  this  result,  which  it  was  my  intention  to  show  in  en- 
tering upon  this  sketch  of  the  principles  of  geology,  will  be 
apparent  to  them ;  that  the  study  of  the  structure  of  this 
globe  is  not  thst  of  an  inchoate  mass,  the  parts  of  which 
were  thrown  together  at  random,  but  tha^ail  the  parts  of 
the  globe  which  have  been  geologically^zamined,  have 
contributed  in  turns  to  establish  the  now  generally -received 
truth,  that  the  crust  of  the  earth  C3ntain8  a  series  of  rocks 
that  hsve  come  into  existence  in  regular  succession  to  each 
otheiMiftcr  a  particular  and  apparent  design,  and  that  all  the 
principles  of  the  science,  as  they  arc  established  in  one 
country,  can  be  successfolly  spplied  in  every  other  coun- 
try, for  the  promotion  of  human  industry  and  prosperity. 

I  new  proceed  to  the  results  of  my  late  tour. 

I  was  well  acquainted,  by  reputation,  with  the  lead  de- 
positee in  the  State  of  Missouri,  though  I  had  nut,  as  it 
turned  out,  any  accurate  idea  of  the  geological  structure  of 
the  country.  It  was  important  for  me  to  exajnine  them, 
as  they  were  situated  amidst  the  public  lands;  and  the 
southern  part  of  the  State  of  Missouri  being  conterminous 
with  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  where  my  insUuctions  led 
me,  T  directed  my  course  to  the  northern  foot  of  the  high* 
lands  which  extend  to  the  Missouri  river,  and  which  lie 
between  it  and  Red  river,  with  the  intention  of  pasaing 
down  them  from  88^  3(X  north  latitude,  to  their  southern 
slope  at  84°  north  latitude.  In  passing  through  the  Statea 
of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana,  I  had  observed  an 
unusual  disposition  in  numerous  beds  of  carboniferous 
limestone  (some  of  which,  in  the  two  first  States,  contain 
sulphuret  of  lead,  encased  .in  compact  sulphate  of  barytes) 
to  paas  into  siliceous  matter  not  only  were  the  fossils,  with 


ftiw  exeeptinns,  all  eonveited  into  flint  or  cbsit,  bat,  ii 
some  instances,  the  foods  were  principally  Disde  ap  ti 
oontinuous  platea  of  siliceous  matter,  after  the  msBMt  of 
the  chalk  flint  in  Europe.  I  subsequently  found  this  take 
very  much  the  case  in  the  State  of  Miaaouri,  and  m  tksii- 
dnity  of  Herculaneom  aome  of  the  calcareona  bsds  conaitr 
ed  of  about  two-thirda  of  their  bulk  of  ailex. 

Thu  siliceous  character  in  the  locks  ^sappsart  to  ik 
north,  and  ia  not  seen  on  the  Miaaouri  river.  The  Ijbm- 
stone  beds  which  I  examined  on  the  banks  of  this  last rivR, 
and  in  adjacent  aititationa,  wens  eitber  compact  or  trijli- 
ceous.  Being  deairons  of  re-examimng  th^  bedswUcfa 
the  Mississippi  hsa  cut  through  east  ai  the  miniog  diitact 
in  the  State  of  Miaaouri,  I  recrossed  the  conotiy  10  lb 
Misssasippi,  and  in  the  vicinity  j»f  UerettUncam  feandi 
great  part  of  the  calcareona  beds  contained  about  tw»4M 
of  their  bulk  of  silex.  A  little  south  of  this  last  pitcs,  td 
•bout  one  mile  north  of  the  Platttn  creek,  the  MisMHipfi 
being  very  low,  I  observed  a  change  in  the  rocks.  Ahd 
of  quartzuse  aandatone,  which  can  only  be  observed  at  dii 
atage  of  the  water,  and  which  ia  covered  by  a  stigfatraicf 
the  river,,  jutted  out  into  the  Miasisaippi.  For  aoBN  ds- 
tance  it  bad  a  lOoao  granular  texture^  consisting  of  qoalt 
ose  grains  held  together  withoiit  eeoMDi.  In  somesiM- 
tions  it  crumbled  between  the  fingers  into  asnd,  hrtii 
others  it  was  sufikiantly  indurated  to  make  a  strsognd. 
The  beds  ran  into  the  bluff  above  it,  which  is  a  fetid  lioi- 
stone,  of  a  sandy  character,  and  contains  aulphate  of  k» 
yies.  This  was  the  first  indication  I  found  of  an  appniA 
to  the  lead  diatricts.  The  character  of  the  limsstoaehd^ 
ss  they  sre  aeon  nearer  to  lierculaneam,  is  sltsstfkt 
changed  here.  Instead  of  compact  limeatone^  with  ie|^ 
seams  and  blotches  uf  cherty  matter,  I  had  soddealj  can 
upon  an  extenaive  depoaita  of  siliceous  matter,  withovtai} 
lime,  and  which  covered  the  lower  lima^ne  bsdi^  ^ 
with  cakareous  beds  supeiuapoeed  on  it,  extremefy^ 
oeous.  In  neither  of  these  depositee  did  I  ever  find  iif 
organic  remains.  South  of  these  beds  the  banb  of  tbi 
Miasisaippi  are  low,  and  a  valley  interveoaN^  the  Am^^ 
anoe  of  the  solid  contents  of  which  ia  rendered  ksi  diW 
V>  account  for,  by  the  want  of  tenaoity  in  the  rocks.  Fm 
this  point  I  again  ascended  the  country  in  a  direct  *^ 
course,  and  aooo  gotnpoQ  the  extenaive  open  banaM^viik 
their  atraggliog  trees,  which  form  the  table  Und  of  Ikrt 
country,  and  which  are  conatituted  by  the  ealcarsoHilJosi^ 
fetid  beds  I  bad  examined  on  ttie  banks  of  the  Misway^ 
and  which  repose  there  al$o  on  the  granular  sandstss^  * 
I  had  frequent  oeoaaions  of  discovering  in  the  raviaeiii' 
denuded  depreaaiona  of  the  country.  In  one  of  thff 
slopes,  which  was  well  uncovered  by  a  perennial  sprisg  ^ 
some  power,  I  saw  lithographic  stone,  of  a  very  good^ 
ity,  lying  amongst  some  thin  beds  of  limestone.  PaiaiiBf 
a  southwest  course,  I  found  the  country  broken  and  isttift 
the  heighta  principally  constituted  of  aandstooe,  witklin*' 
stone  uniformly  underling  it  in  the  ravines.  As  I  f^ 
vanced,  I  found  th^  mineral  character  of  the  cooattj  k> 
simple,  the  rocks  very  much  diversified  with  socHksBi 
minerals,  and  every  thing  announcing  a  metaUUewaidiH 
trict.  I  became  now  deairoos  of  finding  some  oaiaal'**' 
tiona  that  would  aaaist  in  explaining  the  phen«misaa  sntf' 
me,  but  I  could  find  none,  and  could  hear  of  none,  so  ihi' 
it  became  neceesaiy  for  me  to  examine  the  locaktieB  aktft 
mining  operations  were  conducted,  in  order,  by  so  tMl' 
nation  of  the  subterranean  arrangement  of  themeisUic  A 
to  form  some  estimate  of  theijr  direction  and  extsosist  ^ 
wards  those  parts  of  the  country  where  the  poUk  }^^ 
lay.  I  accordingly  visited  the  most  ancient  "dii^oiP 
which  hnd  been  partially  carried  on  ever  dnce  the  Fieii» 
had  had  poasession  of  the  country,  but  I  foond  tfatttb* 
irregular  manner  in  which  those  diggings  had  been  ess- 
ducted  almost  baffled  every  attempt  at  aystematic  iovcM^ 
getion.     The  anlphnret  of  lead»  or  «« mineral,"  si  i<  i> 
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BsHdl  io  the  lead  eountrj,  kaa  been,  in  CNtdin  loc«lUi«i, 
H  all  timea  ibmid  in  fraffmenU  near  tba  surfoca  of  tiia 
gronnd,  from  the  ane  of  a  pin's  haa<l,  in  whicb  it  can  be 
picked  up  in  gt9At  quantitiea  where  the  rain  baa  waahcd 
iie  aoil,  to  maaaaa  weighing  aeveral  hundred  pounda. 
9oanetimea  pieoea  of  tm  interveoing  aize  are  found,  whieb 
have  been  affected  by  attrition;  bat,  more  frequently,  the 
^  minerar'  praaarves  ita  angles  very  fresh,  as  it  might  be 
nKpected  to  do  from  ita  brittle  cubic  stmoture.  Varioua 
tpinions  have  been  entertained  of  tha  cause  of  so  singular 
I  diatribntion  of  tbia  mineral  substance  io  loose  pieces,  and 
McaaionaUy  in  such  gr#at  quantities^  near  the  sudace  of 
iie  eartb-^8  circumstance  which  has  oecaaiuned  the  whole 
idjaeent  conntry  where  the  rainecal  haa  been  found,  to  be 
iicavatad  mto  pita  from  six  to  twenty  feet  deep,  ao  that  io 
1m  localitiae  of. such  districts  it  would  be.  impoMible  to 
Iffve  any  carnage  by  daylight,  and  impracticable  to  ride 
leouraly  on  hocaebadi  by  night.  The  disorder  in  which 
he  country  has  been  thus  thrown,  io  entirely  owing  to  ig- 
lorance  of  the  geological  structure  of  the  country,  and  the 
sammonart  principles  of  mining,  and  is  much  to  be  regret- 
ad,  aa  it  will  greatly  emlmrrass  frituce  efibrts»  in  those  Io- 
islities,  at  syatematic  mining.  .  It  would  be  superfluous  to 
Qtfer  into  any  mineralogical  detail  of  those  diggings,  or  to 
efider  a  very  particular  account  of  any  of  them,  since  no- 
hing  can  be  more  rude  than  the  attempts  at  collecting  ore 
rhich  they  exhibit.  In  particular  localities  immenaequan- 
ides  of  sulphate  of  barytea,  or  "tiff,"  as  it  is  named, 
iMsaes  of  quarts  rock,  cellulor,  and  oocaaionally  coated  with 
nmmmiUsTy  crystals  of  great  briUianey,  and,  in  other  in* 
laiioea,  a  profusion  of  dark  led  clay,  are  thrown  out  of  the 
■ggings^  together  with  the  mineral. 

It  was  at  Mine  ia  Mpite  I  first  received  satisfactory  evi« 
iaace  thai  the  broken  up  ninerai  I  had  seen  in  the  dig- 
mgm  had  been  occasiortod  by  an  accidental  derangement 
f  the  regular  etruoture  of  metallic  vains^  and  Io  which  I 
■d  ahvaya  attcibuled  these  appearances. 

The  country  around  prasenls  an  eatensiva  table  land» 
LoiDat  denuded  of  timber,  through  whioh  a  fow  slight 
iremMOA  run,  which  are  used. to  wash  the  soil  taken  out  of 
IB  abnllow  diggings.  The  whole  surface  is  cut  out  into 
itm  of  varioua  aisea,  from  four  feet  diameter  to  eome  ex- 
md'umh  twenty  ieet  square,  with  an  equival^t  depth. 
'boee  larger  areas  have^  been  the  result  of  a  diaoovery 
nndaally  made,  thpA  the  loose  fragments  jiear  tUa  surface, 
hieh  were  formerly  the  aole  ol^ct  of  the  diggings,  were 
Minocted  with  mineral  ioibedded  in  the  sol^  reck. 
fencOf  large  areas  have  been  opened,  without  mw^  rela- 
aai  to  method,  sometimes  to  the  extent  of  half  an  acre, 
id  goBpowder  is  employed  to  blast  the  metalliferous  rock; 
I  thiit  miniog  in  this  portioulsr  district  is  become  precise- 

what  quarrying  is^veiy  where  else.  The  history  of 
OBO  diggings,  and  the  maimer  in  which  the  aulphuret  of 
sd  10  often  found,  is  m  follows :  The  streams  washing 
FOQuh  the  supsrfioial  gravels  sometime  disclose  mluable 
tp^aitcs  of  tha  ore.  Adventurera  follow  up  these  indica- 
psiB  wberaver  found,  and  commaoee  their  diggings ;  when 
^9  roach  a  depth  of  twelve  or  fifteen  foet,  w  aa  aoon  as 
tioonm€s  inconvehient  to  throw  out  the  earib,.  or  hoist 
It  the  mineral,  a  now  digging  vk  epmmenoed*  .end  again 
MiKkmod  Ibr  a  new  excavation.  Frequently  the  su- 
»rfici«S  "Soil  for  about  a  foot  will  be  red,  earth,  mixed 
Uh  naammiHary  quartz^  called  here  **  mineral  bloa- 
lasy  "  and  petroHNlieeous  stones  ;  a  deposits  of  red  clay  of 
fi»w  iiaet  b  then  gen^tttWy  found,  resting  upon  a  bed  of 
»vel  and  flin^  pebUes,  in  which  the.  lumps  and  frag- 
•nt4^  incliidiog  extremely. small  pieces  of  ore,  are  found. 
oposites  of  this  kind  do  not  differ,  in  any  particular  of 
oehasiical  arrangement,  from  any  gravel  depositee  I  have 
en,  eapocially  the  gravel  dpposites  of  gold  in  the  South- 
p  Statsa,  and  whidt  are*  without  exception,  the  detritus 

rocke   bcongbt-imo  iheaa  superficial  beds  by  aqueous 


tranaportatieo.  Beneath  these  free  deposites  lies  the  real 
metallic  formation  of  the  country,  consisting  of  the  fetid 
calcareo-siliceoos  rock  before  deeeribed,  frequently  so  much 
decomposed  as  to  admit  of  being  shovelled  out,  and  trav- 
ersed by  horixontal  brands  of  bright  galena,  or  sulphuret 
of  lead,  sometimes  one  inch  thick,  and  frequently  a  foot 
thick.  In  other  tituntiona,  the  oie  is  very  mucii  dissem- 
inated in  the  rock,  although  always  confined  in  a  vein  or 
bandUke  breadth,  of  different  dimensions.  Where  the  ore  . 
ia  much  diaseminated,  and  the  rock  is  speckled  with  me- 
tsllic  particles  for  a  great  breadth,  the  ore  is  usually  lesa* 
productive,  yielding  about  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  of  lead, 
when  the  compact  mineral  in  other  situations  yields  sixty- 
five  per  cent.  Upon  such  occfisions  it  appears  to  conlsin 
an-  excess  of  sulphur.  In  som«  instances,  I  observed 
broad  veins  with  a  considerable  dip,  but  generally  the 
bands,  of  ore  were  nearly  horizontal.  -'Phis  locality  appeara 
to  furnish  a  full  explanation  of  the  singular  manner  in 
which  the  ore  and. the  sulphate  of  barytas,  in  which  it  is 
often  sheathed,  have  come  into  that  free  and  broken  situa- 
tion in  which  they  are  found  in  the  superOcial  deposites. 
I  observed,  veins  at  tlM  top  of  the  metalliferous  formation, 
and  beDcath  the  superficial  deposites,  in  queries  fifty  feet 
across,  and  twenty  feet  deep,  containing  fragments  of  ore 
of  various  sixes,  bright  and  sharp,  with  the  vein,  es  well 
as  that  part  of  the  rock  through  which  it  passed,  much 
shattered  arxl  dislocated,  the  back  of  the  vein  being  broken 
in  numeroua  places*  and  the  contents  exhibiting  atrong 
marka  of  sudden  violence.  Sometimes  the  galena  was 
rent  into  shivers,  sometimes  its  horixontal  sheet  was 
broken  up,  and  parts  of  the  biight  ore,  ten  inches  wide, 
left  stauding  on  their  eilges^  some  in  one  direction,  some 
in  another,  and  the  remainder  left  flat  in  its  old  place.  In 
some  places  the  phenomena  resemble  those  presented  in 
the  chalk  cliffs  near  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in  England,  where 
tlie  beds  are  upset,  and  the  seaow  and  nodules  of  flint 
shivered.  This  ia  not  the  caae»  however,  with  all  the 
veins.  In  various  quarries  at  Mine  la  Motte,  especially 
those  which  go  by  the  name  of  Mine  la  Prairie,  where 
more  than  half  an  acre  of  ground  has  been  uncovered  to  a 
depth  of  twenty  feet,  the  sulphuret  of  lead  is  not  only  seen 
running  honzontally  in  hard  compact  veins  in  the  calcareo- 
siliceoue  rock,  but  is  sometimes  disseminsted  for  a  great 
extent,  in  specks  through  the  ri^ck,  sffording  to  the  eye 
sufficient  proof  that  the  stony  and  metallic  matter  was  de- 
posited at  the  same  time ;  for  if  either  of  them  were  ab- 
stracted, no  principle  of  adhesion  would  be  left  for  the  re- 
maining mineral :  occasionally  the  rock  changes  its  char- 
acter, becoming  either  calcareous  or  siliceous  altogether, 
and,  indeed,  the  structure  differii  so  much  as  to  be  some* 
times  hard,  sometimes  soft,  sometimes  granular,  some- 
times compact.  Sometimes  a  bed  of  sai^stone,  three  feet 
thick,  will  lie  upon  a  seam  of  bright  mineral  «ix  inch^  or 
a  foot  thick». though  more  generally  it  b|  much  thinner, 
and  lies  in  a  fiat  plate.  I  have,  however^  seen  it  in  veins 
of  two  feet  thick.  The  deepest  digging  or  quarrying  I  ob« 
served  at  this  place  did  not  exceed  twenty-five  feet ;  they 
bad  not  yet  begun  a  regular  system  of  sinking  shafts  and 
cutting  out  drifta,  but  no  doubt  this  will  soon  be  done,  as 
both  the  public  and  private  lajids  an^uad  the  whole  region 
of  Mine  la  Motte  are,  in  my  estimation^  underlaid  by  rich 
veins  of  galena,  that  descend  very  deep  towards  the  cen* 
tral  parts  of  the  earth.  The  superficial  indications  of  this 
mineral  are  unerring. 

On  the  approach  to  a  mineral  district,  numerous  locali- 
ties present  a  confused,  but  distinct  and  rather  unvarying 
character  of  crystallization.  Imperfect  nodules  of  siliceous 
matter,  masses  of  mammillary  quartz,  the  crystals  of  which 
are  often  superinduced  upon  chalcedonized  concentric  lay« 
ers  witli  an  sgate  structure,  indications  of  sulphate  of  ba- 
rytes,  with  small  fragments  of  sulphuret  of  lead  in  tha 
rain  furrows*  betray  the  metalliforoua  rocks:  these  are  the 
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situations  wbiob  are  choaen  to  commence  new  digging* 
in,  and  with  invariable  aucceas  aa  far  aa  reapecta  the  find- 
ing ore.  But  from  aome  worka  which  have  been  recently 
constracted,  and  which  I  had  an  excellent  opportanity  of 
examining,  I  am  confident  a  thorough  reform  in  the  whole 
ayatem  of  mining  in  that  interesting  coimtry  ia  about  to 
take  place,  and  that  it  will  henceforward  be  conducted  upon 
acknowledged  principlea,  conaistent  with  the  true  nature 
of  metalliferous  veins,  and  that  economical  adminiatration 
of  the  mines  which  will  enable  them  to  contribute  power- 
fully to  the  n  itional  reaourcea. 

Theae  works,  which,  when  I  visited  them,  belonged  to 
Messrs.  Taplrt  &  Perry,  are  distant  four  or  ^yt  miles  from 
Va^lee's  mines,  and  about  twenty-five  milea  from  the  point 
where  I  observed  tbe  qutrtzose  sandstone  jut  out  into  the 
Missimppi.  They  are  aituated  in  a  small  valley  at  the 
foot  of  a  ridge  of  calc&reo-silioeous  hiHs,  and  abound  in  the 
external  indications  I  have  befnre  described.  The  pro- 
prietors, disregarding  the  superficial  orea,  and  confiding  in 
the  metalliferous  nature  of  the  rock  formation,  had  boldly 
aunk  a  shaft  in  imitation  of  some  practical  miners  from 
England,  on  the  other  side  of  tbe  hill,  and  hod  been  re- 
warded with  the  most  perfect  success.  In  sinking  this 
ahaft,  they  had  come,  at  random,  at  a  depth  of  about  sixty 
feet  deep  through  decomposing  colcareo-siliceous  rock  upon 
a  Vein  of  sulphuret  of  lead,  and,  going  down,  had  reached 
another  horizontal  vein  upwards  of  one  foot  thick,  and 
throwing  out  from  it  numerous  subordinate  veins  and 
threads,  Into  all  of  which  ihey  had  cat  drifts,  wherever  the 
mineral  was* sufficiently  abundant.  They  had  sunk  Utis 
abaft  to  a  depth  of  about  one  hundred  and  ten  feel,  when 
I  was  there,  and  very  obligingly  let  me  down  into  if,  and 
gave  me  every  aid  and  facility  in  examining  their  vrorka, 
which  enabled  me  to  observe  the  very  curious  structure*of 
theae  metalliferous  rocks,  and  to  form  a  aatisfactory  opinion 
of  the  geological  stmctUfe  of  all  this  remarkable  country. 

In  pursuing  the  msin  horizontal  vein,  I  came,  in  -suc- 
cession, to  a  great  number  of  cavities  or  pockets — analo- 
gous to  those  of  some  parts  of  the  gold  region  in  Virginia— 
in  the  calcareo- siliceous  rock,  of  various  sizes.  Some  of 
these  cavoB,  as  they  are  there  called,  are  not  more  than 
four  or  five  feet  across,  whilst  others  are  ranch  more  ex- 
tensive. I  examined  one  which  was  about  forty  feet  from 
top  to  bottom,  and  about  thirty-five  feet  in  diameter.  The 
uniform  horizontality  of  the  veins  would  keep  the  true 
nature  of  their  origin  in  great  obscurity ;  but,  before  T  re- 
aaeended,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  what  they 
called  the  nuiin  channef^  which  proved  to  be  an  almost 
vertical  vein,  filled  with  compact  galena,  and  about 
eighteen  inches  broad.  I  found  the  course  of  this  lode  to 
be  about  N.  N.  E.  and  S.  8.  W.,  with  an  inclination  of 
aliout  1 8°  ;  and  upon  examining  it  further,  and  reviewing 
whaJt  I  had  seen  before,  I  had  no  longer  any  difficulty  in 
understanding  that  these  horizontal  veins,  and  their  sub- 
ordinate ones,  were  lateral  jets  from  the  main  lode,  after 
tbe  manner  that  Mr.  McCuIIoch  baa  described  the 
structure  of  the  horizontal  injections  of  trap  rock  into 
•andstone  at  Trottemish,  in  Scotland.*  Having  made 
these  observations  upon  tbe  direction  of  these  veins,  I 
commenced  an  examination  of  their  structure  more  in  de- 
tail, and  found  ihey  were  all  what  is  called  in  some  of 
the  mining  districts  of  England  wet  veins,  being,  with- 
out exception,  encased,  not  in  sulphate  or  barytes,  but  in 
pure -bright  red  ar^^illaccous  matter,  quite  wet  below,  and 
cutting  with  a  bright  waxy  face.  This  red  clay  accom- 
panies the  galena  wherever  it  goes,  always  including  it  as 
in  a  sheath,  and  carrying  along  with  it  sometimes  nodules 
of  quartz,  and  of  iron,  zinc,  and  galena,  which  last  com^ 
pound  is  called  by  the  miners  dry  bones.  Every  one  of 
the  poeketa  or  cavities  was  filled  with  this  red  clay,  even 
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tiie  huge  ane  f  mentioned;  but  aittfa0boltomof4aeliof  Am 
was  a  thick  bright  plate  oalphuret  of  lead,  thsl  sstmid  tt 
have  Buok  to  tiM  bottoai  by  ito  speoilic  gravity.  All  tfa« 
circumstaaeea  aoem  to  point  to  a  projection  of  this  meldfe 
and  minemi  matter  frorn  below.*  At  these  minsi,  vba 
eiffcumstancisa  are  favorable,  they  can  raise  and  briogtotlii 
surface,  aa  I  was  informed^  five  thousand  pouodiaf  tb 
mineral  a  day— >a  quantity  tlkat  coold  be  easiiy  qwinpW 
if  the  demand  fur  the  asetal  justified  it  This  lolphiiM 
yields  sixty  -five  per  cent,  pure  lead  of  conmsras.  I  kii 
oeoasion  to  observe,  in  mmieraaa  iiwtance%  that  the  bub* 
•val  indieatleas  on  the  pubKe  lands  were  quits  st  eaeow- 
aging  aa  at  the  estahHabed  minea  t  but  this  minemi  of  kai, 
to  judge  from  obvious  appoaranoes,  exists  in  such  m^ 
eeivable  profusion  in  the  melallileroiia  region  of  thsmA 
of  Missouri  and  the  north  of  Ariwoaaa,  that,  like  thfim 
of  which  I  am  about  to  speak,  it  may  be  lelisd  osia 
oounileaa  ages  a^  a  aource  of  national  wealth,  and  ta  ii* 
terminable  supply  of  the  uoat  useftil  metals. 

Having  completed  my  examinations  of  the  lead  oub^  I 
puraoed  a  aoutherly  course,  with  the  intention  of  wuv 
the  district  of  primitive  rodca,  as  it  bad  liean  dssfribalii 
me,  which  lies  on  about  the  same  paraM  with  the  haii 
of  the  Merrimack  river.  At  a  conaidcnble  diataaoslpa- 
eeived  very  lofty  hills  of  a  diflforant  aspect  from  tnj  Itf 
yet  eroeaed,  and  having  an  abrupt  and  stony  asesnt  Th 
roeka  crpon  the  slope  of  the  eliain  are  for  a  coBndsnfale^ 
tanoe  denuded,  and  present  m  weU  defined  «jenits.  Xta 
chain  at  a  distance  appears  to  run  N.  B«  and  S.  W.,  kt, 
upon  erOBsing  it,  and  examining  it  inside,  it  deflsde^  irtt 
a  craterl^form,  reminding  me,  in  aome  cf  its  featnn^^i 
some  ancient  volcanoes  1  had  aeon.  In  various  ipQUlam^ 
this  diatriet  I  found  varieties  of  greonstone,  allMiBiiil 
with  some  horiiontal  rocka  entiiely  qoartioas,  and  e» 
taining  no  lime.  Upon  one  lofty  hill  of  ayeoite  I  kmk 
immenae  bra«dtha  of  this  ailicooua  toftk,  estrantif  tf' 
ponderously  impregnated  w:ith  iron ;  suid  at  a  ^bsUks^ 
about  a  mile  from  this,  the  iron  incroaatog  in  qasBti^* 
the  intermediate  distance,  I  came  upon  one  of  the  n^ 
natural  metallic  apeotaales  I  have  ever  seen.  ^P*f  J 
mound  eparingly  covered  with  trees,  I  ohaerved  a 
mass  of  submagnetic  iron,  and  having  «  bright 
fracture,  of  a  ateel  gvay  color.  Thia  vein  wi 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  earfaoe  of  the  sdjM^ 
plain,  and  at  the  anrfeeo  had  the  appearsmos  of  ^i^ 
roughly  paved  with  black  pebMes  of  iron,  fropioM* 
twenty  ponnds  weight ;  beneath  the  aurfhco  it  -appMN^^ 
be  a  solid  mass.  I  moasurvd  the  vein  from  aasf  tsa^ 
full  five  hundred  feet,  and  T  traced  it  north  and  soaiktf' 
thousand  nine  hundred  feet,  until  it  was  eovaied  miAtt 
superficial  aoil,  Unuaual  aa  is  the  magmtude  d  ^ 
superficial  oublic  eontents  of  this  v^in,  yet  it  mast  toil* 
sisnifioaot  to'  the  aubterranean  quantity.  This  tsinmi' 
nary  phenomenon  filled  me  with  admiration.  Her»«iit 
single  locality  of  iron  offering  all  the  reeouives  of  8««M 
and  of  which  it  was  impoasiblo  to  eaiimsElo  tbe  valaeif 
any  other  terms  than  those  adequafo  to  all  a  natkm*swBSifct 
Upon  a  more  mintifee  investigation  of  ti»o  eountry,  If^a^ 
other  i4mil:ir  metallic  beds,  though  not  of  an  eqvat  n^ 
and  all  upon  the  publie  lands. 

This  syenitic  chain  comes  up  through  th#%ateafsa* 
oeoutf  betis  of  the  countHry,  extends  for  several  uiiii>i  ^ 
storuls  ^parated  from  all  other  intmssve  rociks,  as  tsr  ai^ 
investigations  permitted  -me  to  observe:  some  parttif* 
aretraveMed  by  veins  of  trap,  none,  which  eaaMOudff^ 
observation,  exce^ing  a  breadth  of  two  tnebes.  At  f*^ 
sent,  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  it  ia  an  im^ 


*  DuHof  the  eraplion  off  Stcllj,  ia  ISSi,  when  the  vi>l«aBic  WuJ 
was  formed,  the  agitated  ocean  was  £Ued  fiir  aeferal  veefea  .^i" 
mud.  i--« 

i  Tt  yields  about  aixty-flve  per  cent,  of  flue  Iron,  bA  to  iasa  a«» 
nfi^  aasiljrt  wWcb  I  auiltwie  lo  a«  eaeess  of  saiiihar. 
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laM  of  mlranve  mailer,  which  hat  been  erapted  in  tha 
u»t  ran^ala  pariods,  and  I  leava  it  to  futare  philoaopbiaa] 
b«rven  to  dacida  whether  it  ia  eotemporanaoaa  with  the 
ijaetioii  of  tha  metallic  vaine  which  I  hava  daecribad,  Ik 
highly  probable  that  tha  shaitarad  vaina  which  hate  hoeo 
iforo  apokan  of,  and  their  parts  left  in  difiarent  poatiana 
I  their  adgae,  hava  bean  rendarad  eo  byaccidanUi  poa- 
riar  to  their  origin.     Tha  proximate  caaiea  do  not  raquira 

>  be  looked  for  at  a  greatdistanee ;  tha  naighboriog  intniBiva 
aeiee  of  ajanita  announce  tubtarranean  oparationa  of  great 
agnitada  to  hava  been  at  soma  period  at  work,  and  wa 
ive  avidanca  that  tha  adjaoent  oountiy  ie  oceaaionally  eab- 
rted  to  volcanic  action,  parhapa  attended  with  elaetnc 
»wer  of  great  extant,  from  ih»  violatit  aoncuaMoni  to 
luch  It  was  subjected  in  IS  12,  when  New  Madrid  and  ita 
einity,  and  the  neighboring  country  to  a  considerable  dm- 
Dca,  were  ao  agitated.  Upon  that  oeeaeion,  axtaftiiva 
•tricta  were  raised  and  deptesaad,  old  lakes  ware  choked 
>,  and  new  onea  formed.  New  Madrid  hi  not  one  hun« 
ad  milea  from  theee  shattered  veins :  tha  influenca  of  tha 
trthquaka  of  1813  wss  felt  in  their  vidnity ;  and  wo  can 
aily  conceive  of  an  electric  force  passing  through  theae 
ina  at  some  other  period,  and  bringing  them  iato  ihedia- 
ptad  aitnation  in  which  we  now  find  Siem. 

Am  I  advanced  to  the  south,  tha  comitry  bore  the  appear* 
oa  of  baing  still  mora  pregnant  with  metallic  matter ;  it 
came  very  hiHy,  the  elavationa  at  vanona  pdnti  exceed- 
g  perhaps  two  thousand  feet  from  the  level  of  the  sea. 
waa  a  aoccassion  of  lofty  hills  and  deep  glens,  of  .an  arid, 
tro-aiiioaona  ohmaotar.  Nothing  waa  to  be  seen  but  no- 
lea  of  iliot  and  hornatone,  maases  of  mammillary  quarts 
d  aiticDoas  gravels,  with  not  unfrequant  traoea  of  copper, 
lartaoee  and  siliceous  matter  seemed  to  have  onivarsd 
minion ;  and  ao  incoherent  and  anomabos  were  the 
naral  appeamneas  occasionally,  that  if  I  had  net  traced 

>  IbriDntioas  from  tlie  Mississippi,  and  kept  a  steady  eye 
en  thena,  it  would  have  bean  impossible  for  ma  to  suspect 
It  I  waa  walking  over  the  eqnivslents  of  the  carbonifer- 
s  linicntona.     Yet  this  waa  the  feet ;  for,  on  descending 

0  aooEie  uf  the  deep  glens,  where  there  was  a  proapaol  of 
ding  the  roeka  denuded,  it  often  ooaorred  to  me  to  ind 
Ittinrly  stratified  beds  of  limestone  and  qvartzoaa  sand- 
na  ondarlying  amorphoua  masses  of  patro-silioeoaB  mat- 
;  wbibt  mammillary  qoaitE,  nodulaa  of  opaque  flint  in 
leentiic  circles,  and  compact  aulphata  of  barytea,  were 
ssred  nround,  with  fragroenta  of  aulpharet  of  lead  pnK 
tij  l^iag  about  where  fbrrows  had  been  made  by  the 
D.  I  Classed  acftne  lofty  hiila  of  massive  dark  reddish 
enatoiie,  lying  in  a  course  about  soothwcst  from  the 
oitie  chain.  On  the  flanka  of  some  of  those  hills  I 
nd  other  extensive  depbaitaa  of  aobmagnetie  ironr  and 
pienily  oxide  of  manganaae,  which  the  hunters  call 
ilk  tin.  Zinc  also  is  not  uncommonly  met  with ;  and 
hingp  ia  more  general,  especially  in  tha  fiuriatile  depoaitea 
r   the  stieanis,  than  profuse  quantities  of  bog-ore  and 

oxide  of  iron.*  This  ia  especially  tha  case  with  the 
ositos  of  the  river  ^X,  Francis  and  its  tributaries. 
K  ^roald  be  but  to  repeat  thaaa  incidents,  to  detail,  in  a 
late  manner,  my  progress  to  White  river,  in  the  Tern* 
r  af  Arkansas.  The  country  presents  a  continual  change 
i0vel,  a  never-ending  succession  af  bills  and  valleys. 
*m  a  remarkable  eminence  in  Wayne,  the  most  southern 
Dly  in  t^e  8tata  of  Missouri,  I  enjoyed  a  singularly 
ndid  view ;  numeroua  kAy  ridgea  were  aeen  running 
xllel  to  each  other  to  tha  north  and  northwest.  That 
It  vrhieh  I  stood,' eoold  not  fall  fer  abort  of  three  thou- 
i  fm^X  from  die  level  of  the  ocean,  was  not  more  than 

tftiiixdred  feet  broad,  and  had  a  semicircular  form,  which 
tirted  a  crater-like  appearance  to  the  deep  and  gloomy 

1  |>eneath.    This  was  aa  savage  as  the  wildest  nature 

bA-ve  heard,  from  gnud  anthorHy,  tbai  e^balt  has  hten  found  In 


conid  make  it»  and  poasessed  a  fearfiii,  yet  attractive  char- 
acter. Tha  extant  and  grandeur  of  the  view,  the  silence 
and  solitude  of  the  scene,  wore  impressive ;  no  birds  wore 
preaant».and  it  was  uninhabitsd  by  wild  beasts,  for  the 
country  waa  of  such  an  arid,  siliceous  nature,  that  there 
waa  neither  water  nor  herbage,  both  necessary  to  the  small- 
er animals,  which  are  the  immediate  motives  that  lead  the 
rapaeivua  ones  to  prowl  about. 

Tha  somrails  of  all  these  ridges  have  the  petro-siliraoua 
character  before  described,  and  the  calcereous  beds  are  very 
commonly  found  in  the  ravines;  occasionally,  however, 
some  of  the  regular  bade  era  quartsose ;  and  upon  one  oe-' 
casion  I  found  the  oolitic  beds  of  the  carboniferous  lime- 
stone, which  I  had  recognised  in  the  Cumberland  mountain 
near  Sparta,  in  Tennessee,  and  snbaeqaently  in  Ken- 
tacky,  tntirtly  HUeiJUd^  wiih  the  ovula  unimpaired  by  tha 
change<-^  feet  in  geology  as  important  as  it  is  rare,  since 
it  shows  tha  influence  which  siliceous  solutions  have  had  at 
some  remote  period,  not  only  upon  organic  remainfi,  but 
upon  tha  calcareous  rocks  in  which  they  are  imbedded. 
Prom  the  praoadiag  geological  circumstances  of  the  paral- 
leliam  of  these  petro'siiiceona  ridges,  and  tha  almcat  uni- 
form prssentatiaA  of  ttie  oalcftreoua  bade  in  tha  vaUeya,  I 
am  led  to  dasa  thaaa  valleys  amongst  thoKe  which  hava  bsMm 
called  vaUey9  q/*  ^knudaUon,  considering  the  country  to 
have  been  at  one  time  caotinuous  aa  to  afevation,  and  that 
tha  valleys  hava  bean  scooped  out  by  the  agen^  of  waters, 
at  soma  period  whan  theoceak  has  retreated  from  thia  part  of 
the  country — an  operation  to  which  I  hava  for  a  long  time 
been  led  to  atiribnte  the  peculiar  structure  of  aome  of  the 
Alleghany  ridgaa. 

After  leaving  tha  water*  of  the  St.  Francis,  I  had  to 
ctroas  those  atieama  which  ara  trilnitary  to  Big  Black  liver— 
streams  of  great  beauty,  all  rising  in  a  siliceous  country, 
and  so  extremely  transparent  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
tifice  the  fine  fish  they  contain,  at  their  greatest  depths,  by 
daylight.  These  streams  all  run  through  alluvial  bottoms 
of  various. dimensions  and  of  great  fertility  ;  bat  at  their 
confluence  with  Big  Black  river,  an  immense  breadth  of 
alluvial  soil  commences,  which  extends  southeast  to  the 
Mississippi,  enclosing  vaat  swampa  of  deciduous  cypress, 
bot»  with  these,  extensive  rich  bottoms  of  land  eminently 
fitted  for  tha  culture  of  cotton  and  maixe,  and  capable  of 
sustaining  a  great  population.  These  poblic  lands,  which* 
for  a  great  extant  of  country,  are  sul«iect  to  Inundation 
from  the  hack  water  of  the  large  streams,  could— as  far  aa 
the  information  I  received  from  persons  acquainted  with 
their  situation  is  a  warrant  for  my  opinion-*be  in  a  great 
measure  reclaimed  by  constructing  lev^  at  particular 
points.  A*  prssent,  owing  to  their  liability  to  inundation, 
they  are  only  known  lo  the  htmter  who  frequents  the  geo- 
graphical line  which  aeparates  Missouri  from  Arkansas, 
east  of  Big  Black  river,  where  herds  of  bufiiio  and  elk 
still  roam.  Whilat  I  waa  in  that  neighborhood,  I  repeat* 
ediy  beard  of  tha  bnffillo,  and  saw  the  hide  of  a  large  elk 
which  had  been  shot  out  of  a  herd  by  a  hunter  the  day  be- 
fore. These  ara  supposed  to  be  the  only  rr mains  of  the 
bnfialo  and  elk,  which  have  lingered  near  the  Mississippi, 
in  a  district  whete  man  has  not  yet  permanently  occupied 
the  country. 

Some  of  the  tributaries  of  Big  Black  river,  auch  as  tha 
Currant  and  Bteven  point  rivers,  which  disembogue  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  rise  far  to  the  west,  in  the  high 
petro-siliceoos  elevations  before  described.  The  following 
fact,  as  illustrative  of  the  economy  of  nature,  is  interesting, 
and  was  so  consent  in  its  occurrence  that  at  length  I  came 
to  confide  in  it  as  a  geological  indication.  Wherever  these 
streams,  towards  their  heads,  had  passed  over  nothing  but 
siliceous  minerals,  and  where  calcareous  matter  was  com- 
paratively scarce,  I  found  that  those  varieties  of  the  fresh 
water  shells  belonging  to  the  genus  nnio,  which  have  been 
considered  by  some  very  rx^afous  conchologtsts  as  distinct 
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spaciefl,  were  all  wanting,  except  a  few,  whioh  eonfeiimd 
in  their  external  appearance  to  those  litnpto  typ#B  found  in 
the  Atlantic  streams  of  the  United  States;  tho«e,  for  in- 
stance, which  are  found  in  the  Schuylkill,  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  the  Rappahannock,  in  Virginia.  Whereas,  whetv 
those  streams  had  penetrated  deeply  into  the  hills,  amongirt 
the  calcareous  beds,  or  had  risen  almost  amongst  the  cal« 
careous  beds  at  the  eastern  slopings  of  the  highhimla,  as 
the  Strawberry  river  does,  I  found  a  vety  great  number  of 
those  beautiful  varieties  which  abound  in  the  Cumberland 
and  Ohio  rivers,  and  most  of  the  streams  running  through 
the  carboniferous  limestone  of  the  country  west  of  the 
Alleghany  ridges.* 

In  descending  the  southern  slopes  of  the«e  petro-silice' 
ons  highlands,  1  cain6  upon  the  valley  of  White  river,  in 
Arkansas,  which  in  some  places  is  very  broad,  and  cuts 
those  highlands  into  two  distinct  portions.  This  stream, 
which  is  very  little  known  in' the  Atlantic  States,  is  one 
of  the  most  important  and  beaufifti  rivers  in  the  United 
States.  It  takes  its  rise  in  the  western  edge  of  that  eleva* 
ted  country  which  has  received  the  designation  of  Osark 
mountains,  and,  ruceiving  several  important  tributaries, 
some  of  which  take  their  rise  north  of  the  tbirty'^eventh 
degree  of  north  latitude,  pursues  its  course  for  seven  or 
eight  hundred  miles  of  aerfientine  windings  to  its  mouth, 
south  of  the  thirty-fourth  degree  of  north  latitude,  water- 
ing that  fine  agricultural  country,  amongst  the  most  charm- 
ing portions  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  which  is  com- 
prehended in  the  county  of  Washington,  and,  pursuing  a 
general  easterly  course  to  its  great  tributary.  Big  Biadc 
river,  near  which,  having  reached  the  confines  of  the  high- 
lands, it  deflects  to  the  south  to  mingle  its  waters  with  the 
Mississippi.  This  latter  portion  of  its  course  lies  through 
the  richest  alluvial  lands,  with  exoellent  steam  navigation 
the  whole  distance  from  its  mouth  to  that  of  Big  Black 
river,  and  showing  art  evident  practicability  of  being  made' 
navigable  still  further  towards  its  sources,  two  hundred 
miles  to  the  westward.  Big  Black  river  itself  might  be 
made  navigable  for  a  great  distance,  and  without  much 
expense :  if  the  willows  and  aquatic  shrubbery,  which  im- 
pend over  its  banks  in  those  parts  where  it  is  narrow, 
were  only  removed,  it  would  be  perfectly  accessible  to 
steamboats.  I  hav«  deemed  it  proper  to  make  these  ob- 
servations, because  simple  impn^vements  of  this  kind 
would  lead  navigation  into  the  vicinity  of  those  invaluable 
mineral  depositee  whieh  I  have  before  di^scrRied,  and 
which,  until  something  is  done  of  this  kind,  must  remain 
inactive,  together  with  many  other  mineral  substances 
both  in  Arkansas  and  Misooori,  especially  marbles  and 
stones  of  oonstructiim. 

Having  traversed  the  valley  of  White  river,  I  again 
ascended  the  formations  I  had  been  so  long  upon,  and 
with  the  same  indications  wherever  I  went.  Here  again  I 
found  the  horizontal  timostone,  overlaid  by  quartzose  sand- 
stone and  petrfvsiliceous  knolls,  but  always  without  or- 
ganic remains;  it  would  almost  seem  that  the  waters, 
which  deposited  these  lieds,  were  loo  hot  to  admit  of  ani- 
mal life.f  Having  crossed  Little  Rsd  river,  one  of  the 
tributaries  of  White  river,  and  the  source  and  direction  of 
which  arc  south  of  this  last,  and  proceeded  some  distance 
south,  I  perceived  a  coming  change  in  the  geological  for- 
mations.    The  sandMone  became  exceedingly  ferruginous ; 

*  I  coDfli<Ier  this  remarkalile  iiicl  detiervinff  the  AUenlion  of  tbMe 
philosophical  conchoU«i:its  who  disiiiiffuish  the  prfsent  period  liyso 
much  zeal  an<l  talent ;  Tor  certain  it  is,  that  lo  a  mind  not  indoctrioaied 
in  the  mjAerj  of  specie  tnakfn?,  it  appeare  probabl«  that  ths  external 
arrai^einent  of  ateaiaceous  cov«riag,  wMch  is  so  much  relied  on  as 
a  l<a9is  for  estalilisliiiig  a  specio*  In  the  placp  of  a  variety,  may.  in  a 
very  great  number  of  casoa,  be  due  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  cal- 
careous inatWPf. 

t  i  liilnk  aulhciont  r^n5ideraiii-in  lias  not  been  given  to  the  prol^able 
prevalpnce  of  mlnpral  soliitiuus  from  below  of  h  lii^h  temperature,  at 
once  the  aourcn  oftheae  immense  horizontal  depotiieM,  nntl  of  the  pro- 
iliicU  )n  of  irnpical  plants,  at  iliat  early  period. 


and  from  an  eorioeiiee  alwut  tatty  railea  fronths  AikuM 
river,  I  had  a  gi^d  view  of  a  perfectly  list  wildimea, 
about  ten  miles  broad,  iormiD«tad  by  lofW  ridgvs  romiig 
east  and  west.     There  was  aol  apoteh  witfaintliskon' 
zanCal  bounds  that  indiemtad  a  stttJanMnt ;  nathioi  \nx  t 
dense  forest,  containing,  aa  I  had  been  infarmsd,  sad  h  I 
afterwards  found,  no  watar,  axoept  afowpatiidpoohio 
the  bottoms  of  the  baycraa.     in  this  grand  piciQia  of  ike 
wildest  Araeriean  soenery,  tlsare  was  nothing  to  bieak  lb 
eomprefaensive  and  uniform  woody  obaneler,  but  o  im- 
mense conflagnitbn  that  was  raging  in  the  distsDO^  in  w 
line  of  adva»ee,  and  from  which  rose  a  dense  toiimeflr 
smoke.     Firas  of  this  kind  are  ofion  occasioned  by  tbs  is- 
adverCenee  of  hunters,  and  sometimes  purposely  to  dm 
game  in  particular  directions.     I  had  often  patted  tkraogh 
many  milea  of  fired  land,  where  tfaia  smoke  not  only  <^ 
sewed  overy  thing  araund,  but  where  it  was  a  poiofulit- 
fort 'to  reaiol  the  inoonvsMenoe  It  oecasionad.    Oa  «itii- 
eating  myself  flrom  this  arid  plain,  I  reached  aiidfsait 
an  elevadoB  of  about  70^,  and  here  I  perceived  the  ptk- 
gieai  fomwtiona  were  changed;  the  rocks  had  Nbmk 
highly  todtned ;  the  aandatone  |Md  beeomomuch  intmn- 
ed-with  narrow  aeama  of  quartz,  whkh  was  noteoapirt, 
but  consisted  of  fibrooa  bundles  of  imperfect  crystals  dta- 
ly  wedged  in  upon  one  another.    Snbaequentiy,  panuf 
a  southoriy  di«ection>  I  crcsaed,  within  a  distance  of  #t 
nules,  four  abrupt  ridga%  running  east  and  west,  cdsi^ 
ing  of  highly  iodined  raddiah  femigiii«uasand9MBi,» 
tersected  by  oaams  of  qoartx ;  and,  examining  the  camUf 
around .  with  greater  diHgence,  I  found  that  the  >uidMi 
reslod  upon  granwacke  slate.    I  had  many  oppottatf^ 
dnriag  the  remaiBtog  part  of  my  progresa  to  the  fasabd 
the  Arkanaaa,  to  verify  tbia  oboervatioo,  andto  sstii^B!' 
self  that  I  was- upon  the  true  aquivateot  aftbeddai 
sandstone  and  grauwwke  of  EngUah  geologists,    hn- 
rious  aitoationa  I  fomd  the  old  aed  aandatone  fbrmstina' 
oeedtngly  broken  up,  and  the  fragmcvta  piled  np^*^ 
were,  in  great  maases.     There  are  aooie  aingularmM* 
of  this  within  threa  miles  of  Little  Rook,  on  the  noitkali 
of  the  Arltansas  river. 

The  advance  to  Little  Rock,  in  this  dfreotioD, '»  «* 
two  milea  of  alluvial  aoily  perfectly  flat,  and  the  extnadf 
steep  bank  of  the  river,  during  low  wnter,  abowsca  ili 
Aorth  aide  no  rocky  struolure  whatever ;  but  en  tbsMlk 
aide  the  granwacke  alate  cropa  out  very  boldly  on  thiM 
and,  being  the  first  stony  sobstance  met  with  anandaf 
from  the  ineuth  of  the  Arkanaaa  nver,  hea  given  iti  ■■ 
of  Little  Rock  to  the  preaent  aeat  of  Govgmuwnt<rf  ^ 
Territory  of  Arkanaaa. 

The  grauwaoke  alate  here  ia  highly  inclined,  anddifi^ 
8.  EV.  is  traversed  by  very  broad  banda  of  qnaits;  w»9^ 
sandstone  is  superimpoaed  upon  it  at  the  river,  te  it ' 
very  limited  locality  on  the  bank  I  fiMind  e  eakiutaa*  dr 
depoaite  containing  marine  foaail  ahelis  belongiag  to  Ai 
tertiary  beds.*  Three  miles  west  /rem  LaUle  Reck*  ^ 
depoaite  reappears  in  conaiderabie  quastiliei^  and  ii^ 
ried  for  the  purpose  of  making  lime.  A  few  milsi  d^ 
from  the  seat  of  Government,  the  old  red  aaadstms  k  >-^ 
most  replaced  by  quartz,  especiaUy  to  the  northeoitti' 
the  direction  of  the  Great  Mammelle  river.  At  a  dtsttfci 
of  five  miles  from  the  town,  the  ridges  of  old  red  sandiev 
occur  again,  running  about  east  and  went.  The  H^b* 
melle  mountain,  distant  about  aigbteen  asiles  frao  y^ 
Kock,  is  an  outlier  of  the  aame  forraatlcm :  the  soolk"*' 
aapect  of  this  cone  is  very  imposing,  said  bears  a  Mnl 
reaemUance  to  a  pyramid;  on  apfnraaching  it,  thentelo^ 
cade  presented  a  lofty  mural  escarpment,  nbout  ae«a|  h» 
dred  feet  above  the  level  of  Aikansas  river,  aeootdioi  ^ 
the  computation  I  was  able  to  make,  with  a  broad  tsloi>i 
the  bottom.     The  southwest  edge  of  thia  pyraaiid  ako«ii 


*  Ostrea,  turriiela,  calyptrsa,  cerilhium,  &c. 
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4h0  trancated  beds  of  the  rock,  staQding  at  an  eleyation  of 
75°,  and  in  some  places  they  were  vertical.     From  the 
summit  of  this  mound  there  is  a  surprisingly  beautiful 
▼iew  of  the  surrounding  country  ;  wherever  the  siliceous 
ridges  are,  pine  timber  exclusively  prevails,  and  where  the 
river  inandates  the  low  lands,  there  the  deciduous  trees 
betray  the  inroads  it  makes.     Immense  quantities  of  rich 
land  Will  be  here  reclaimed  when  the  system  of  making 
levies  is  introduced.     I  also  visited  some  isolated  high- 
lands on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river ;  one  named  Crys- 
tal hill  had  been  pointed  out  as  interesting  to  a  mineralo- 
gist, and  some  persons  at  various  periods  had  pretended  to 
work  there  upon  a  silver  mine.     Crystal  hill  is  a  mere 
outlier  of  old  red  sandstone,  much  inclined,   and  based 
upon  grauwacke  shale  and  slate.     The  slate  near  the  river 
is  occasionally  very  much  diversified  by  strong  ferruginous 
bands^  and  at  very  low  water  shows  a  good  deal  of  sulphiv 
ret  of  iron.     These  minerals  present  appearances  which 
have  deceived  some  sanguine  perttonsj,  some  of  whom  I  met 
withy  urgently  desirous  of  being  correctly  informed  on  this 
aabject.     After  I  had  completed  my  examinations  of  the 
Territory,  and  arrived  at  Little  Rock  on  my  return,-  I 
thought  it  a  point  of  duty  to  warn  them  against  wasting 
their  means  in  a  pursuit,  of  the  probable  advantages  of 
which  they  were  not  competent  judges,  and  respecting  the 
prosecution  of  which  they  were  unable  to  determine  where 
thej  ought  to  begin,  and  where  they  ought  to  desist;  and 
[  stated  to  them,  what  I  here  repeat,  that  I  had  never  seen, 
in  any  portion  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  the  least  in- 
dication of  the  precious  metals,  apart  from  a  very  small 
portion  of  silver  contained  in  the  sulphuret  ef  lead.     Nor, 
indeed,  did  I  ever  find  in  the  transition  rocks  of  this  part 
)f  the  country  any  fossil  except  a  new  species  of  petremite 
in  the  old  red  sandstone  near  the  Mammelle. 

Having  made  such  examinations  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Lfiltle  Rock  as  niy  opportunities  admitted  of,  I  directed  my 
soarse  west,  towards  the  hot  springs  of  Washita.  On 
eaving  the  town,  I  soon  got  once  more  upon  the  old  red 
landtftone,  reposing  on  the  grauwacke,  and  indeed  never 
eh  it,  with  one  exception,  until  I  drew  nigh  to  the  Little 
fiBj-ouri  river,  south  of  34^  north  latitude.  I  crossed  a 
mall  stream,  called  the  Fourche,  which  runs  into  the  Ar- 
ansas, and  the  heads  of  other  streams  said  to  run  into 
ayou  Banholomew,  though  1  cannot  vouch  for  the  accu- 
acy  of  this  last  fact,  which  I  had  from  report.  This  is  a 
Lream  that  will  be  of  importance  hereafter  to  the  settlers 
1  that  part  of  Arkansas,  as  it  is  very  long,  may  easily  be 
lade  navigable,  and  passes  through  Uie  fertile  county  of 
'hicot,  whence  it  disembogues  finally  into  the  Washita 
irer,  in  the  iE$tate  of  Louisiana.  Where  I  crossed  these 
reams — and  I  add  the  Saline  river,  another  important 
foutary  of  the  Washita,  which  I  crossed  twenty-eight 
lies  from  Little  Hock — I  invariably  found,  upon  a  mi- 
ate  investigation  of  their  beds,  the  same  tertiary  deposite 
r  marine  shells*  which  I  had  seen  at  Little  Rock.  In 
le  bed  of  the  Saline,  I  found,  at  a  depth  of  not  more  than  a 
»ot  under  the  surface,  a  regular  calcareous  rock,  enclosing 
amense  quantities  of  oyster  shells,  the  rocky  part  being 
idently  formed  from  the  broken  down  exuvi«  of  marine 
limalsy  disintegrated  in  long  periods  of  time.  The  set- 
in  in  the  neighborhood,  whose  chimneys  were  built  of 
nd,  which  had  to  be  replaced  annually,  were  extremely 
ell  pleased  with  the  discovery  of  a  mineral  so  useful  to 
iem  for  domestic  purposes.f  At  thirty-five  miles  from 
ittle  Rock,  (he  country  is  covered  with  ferruginous  con- 
otnerate  of  the  old  red  sandstone.  Wherever  this  latter 
ck  is  foand,  the  pine^  prevails,  as  is  usually  the  case  in 
Jceuus  countries  ;  but,  aboat  forty-eight  mUes  from  Lit- 

»  Of  the  Eocene  period  of  Mr.  Lyell. ' 
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tie  Rock,  I  observed  an  approaching  change  in  the  timbei^ 
the  pine  having  entirely  disappeared,  ^nd  being  replaced 
by  deciduous  trees. 

Where  this  change  commenced,  I  found  a  total'  change 
of  mineral  structure;  the  old  red  sandstone  had  given 
place  to  an  ancient  greenstone,  containing  great  quantities 
of  crystallized  hornblende.  The  rocks  rose  here  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  having  reached  the  top,  I  saw 
I  was  upon  the  brim  of  what — ^in  the  western  par)  of  Yir'* 
ginia,  near  the  Clinch  mountain,  where  T  have  seen  sev- 
eral, as  well  as  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sequatchee  valley, 
in  Tennessee — is  called  a  cove :  this  cove,  which  is  net 
quite  circular,  but  rather  affecting  the  form  of  a  gonrd,  has 
an  anterior  basin,  which  slopes  pleasingly  down,  and  con- 
tains, probably,  one  thousand  fi^^  hundred  acres  of  very 
excellent  soil.  In  various  parts  of  the  bottom,  I  found 
large  masses  of  decomposing  felspar,  studded  with  black 
tourmalines,  some  of  which  were  in  long  prisms,  whilst 
others  formed  a  stellated  figure  of  bfautifully  delicate  acicu- 
lar  rays.  Some  of  the  felspathic  rocks  were  filled  with 
amorphous  masses  of  white  sulphuret  of  iron,  believed  by 
many  persons  to  be  silver.  In  othei  parte  of  the  cove  I 
found  masses  of  coarse  grained  syenite,  consisting  of  red 
felspar,  hornblende,  mica,  and  some  quartz.  But  what 
will  always  give  celebrity  to  this  remarkable  locality,  now 
called  Magnet  cove,  is  the  magnetic  iron  which  abounds 
there.  There  is  an  extensive  mound  of  it  covered  with 
pebbles  of  magnetic  iron,  from  an  ounce  to  four  pounds 
weight.  From  some  examinations  I  made  by  digging,  I 
am  certain  these  loose  pebbles,  like  those  of  the  vein  of 
iron  in  Missouri,  overlie  masses  of  the  metal  of  prodigious 
extent.  Some  of  the  specimens  I  obtained  possess  a  sur- 
prising magnetic  power ;  and  such  is  the  influeuce  of  the 
mass  in  place,  that  Colonel  Conway,  the  surveyor  gener- 
al, informed  me  he  had  been  unable  to  survey  the  country, 
as  the  needle  will  not  traverse  on  approaching  this  locali- 
ty. From  a  careful  examination  of  the  different  portions 
of  this  most  interesting  cove,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  whole  structure  of  this  elevation,  as  far  as  its  exterior 
as  well  as  its  interior  slopes  were  concerned,  was  an  old 
greenstone  belonging  to  the  intrusive  rocks,  and  occupy- 
ing, for  a  limited  space,  a  place  amidst  the  old  red  sand- 
stone ;  that,  as  far  as  the  greenstone  extends,  all  the 
trees  are  deciduous,  and  without  its  limit  all  the  trees  are 
evergreens  and  pines.  It  is  impossible  to  look  at  this 
quasi-circular  brim,  and  the  cove  below,  and  lake  into  con- 
sideration, at  the  same  time,  all  the  minerals  and  metala 
found  there,  without  being  impressed  with  the  opinion  that 
it  is  the  result  of  a  very  remote  volcanic  action,  and  is, 
perhaps,  one  of  those  extremely  ancient  craters  that  may 
have  preceded  those  of  which  basalt  and  lava  are  the  pro- 
ducts. 

The  distance  from  Magnet  cove  to  the  Hot  Springs  of 
the  Washita  is  about  sixteen  miles,  keeping  always  upon 
the  old  red  sandstone,  and  no  change  in  the  mineral,  ex- 
cept one  vein  of  greenstone,  with  small  plates  of  brown 
mica,  which  crop*  out  at  about  half  the  distance.  At  length, 
ucaring  a  considerable  ridge,  and  turning  into  a  small  val- 
ley about  fifty  yards  broad,  I  saw,  from  the  appearance  of 
things,  that  1  had  reached  the  Hot  Springs  of  the  Washita, 
so  great  an  object  of  curiosity  to  men  of  science,  and  so 
little  known  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

This  valley,  which  runs  about  north  and  south,  and  di- 
vides two  lofty  ridges  of  old  red  sandstone,  extends  about 
eight  hundred  yards,  and  then  defiects  to  the  west  At 
the  foot  of  the  eastern  ridge,  which  is  about  five  hundred 
feet  high,  fiows  a  lively  etream,  which  rises  in  the  bills  to 
the  northeast:  this  ridge  has,  towards  the  top,  a  dense 
growth  of  pine  and  oak  trees,  amongst  which  are  strewed 
fragments  of  the  rock,  often  very  ferruginous,  and  pieces 
of  a  strong  band  of  ironstone,  which  traverses  the  riuge  in 
the  direction  of  N.  N.  E.  and  9-  S.  W.,  and  dipping  S. 
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£.  with  the  ■■D(]>tone,  at  an  angle  of  about  45^.     There 
i«  alto  some  cenglomerate  on  this  hill,  held  together  by 
ferraginous  cement.     The  stream,  for  a  consiUerable  dis- 
tance, runs  upon  the  grauwacke  slate,  upon  which  the 
sandstone  rests.     I  had  entered  the  valley  but  a  short  dis- 
tance before*!  saw,  on  the  flank  of  the  east  rif^gc,  a  rock  of 
a  totally  different  character  from  that  constituting  the  ridge, 
impending,  like  a  curtain,  down  to  the  stream,  and  1  at 
once  recognised  it  for  a  taveriin  deposited  by  the  mineral 
waters.     The  curtain,  with  some  intervals,  extends  along 
the  stream  for  about  four  hundred  yards  from  the  s]o|)e  of 
the  ridge,  presenting  sometimes  abrupt  escarpments  of  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-five  feet,  and  at  other  times  showing  itself 
in  points  and  cores  advancing  into  and  receding  from  the 
stream.     This  travertin  extends  back  east  from  the  stream 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  leaning  upon  the  accliv> 
ity  of  the  old  red  sandftone,  to  where  several  powerful 
springs  arc  now  situated.     Some  of  the  springs  rise  in  the 
bed  of  the  stream ;  one  very  fine  spring  rises  in  its  west 
bank,  and  numerous  others,  of  which  perhaps  thirty  rather 
copious  ones  are  found  at  various  heights  on  the  ridge, 
rising  through  the  old  red  sandstone  rock.     Of  springs  of 
feebler  force  there  are  a  great  many.     Sometimes  one  or 
more  of  these  are  said  to  disappear,  and  it  is  certain  that 
new  ones  are  frequently  breaking  out.     Some  of  them  is- 
sue from  the -rock  at  an  elevation  of  at  least  one  hundred 
feet  from  the  valley,  where  the  present  log  cabins  art^  built, 
and  where  a  flourishing  village  will  no  doubt  exist  ere 
long.     A  more  beautiful  and  singularly  convenient  situa- 
tion for  a  town  cannot  be  imagined ;  for,  by  the  aid  of  the 
simplest  frames  to  support  spouts,  the  hot  water  piay  be 
conveyed  to  the  houses  in  great  profusion,  for  baths  and 
medical  purposeii,  as  well  as  for  domestic  u^s.  .  Upon  re- 
peated trials  with  my  register  thermometers,  I  found  the 
water  of  some  of  the  principal  springs  to  be  146^  of  Fah- 
renheit, and  I  never  found  it  higher,  although  I  should  not 
dcobt  that,  during  very  dry  weather,  when  the  mineral 
springs  were  not  attenuated  by  the  atmospheric  waters, 
they  wonld  mark  a  few  degrees  more.     But,  during  my 
stay,  I  always  found  the  water  hot  enough  to  make  my  tea 
without  any  further  boiling,  as  well  ss  to  wash  my  clothes. 
Indeed,  in  this  locality,  the  hot  water  is  so  abundant  that  I 
found  it  oflen  troublei^ome  to  procure  that  which  was  cold, 
for  the  Hot  Springs  occupying  a  breadth  equal  to  four  hun- 
dfed  yards  of  the  base  of  the  ridge,  all  the  hot  water  was 
discharged  into  the  creek,  which  in  many  parts  was  of  a 
temperature  just  fitted  for  a  warm  bath  ;  and  what  further 
assists  to  keep  up  its  temperature,  is  the  great 'number  of 
hot  springs  rising  through  the  slate  at  the  bottom  of  the 
brook :  this  can  be  sf>en  at  almast  a  hundred  places ;  and 
although  the  water  does  not  scald  the  hand  there,  still,  up- 
on insinuating  my  fingers  a  few  inches  below  the  ground 
at  the  edge  of  the  stream,  I  was  obliged  to  retire  them  in- 
stantly, having  more  than  once  burnt  them  in  that  way.  If 
this  stream  were  turned,  it  is  incredible  the  qusnlity  of 
water  of  a  temperature  perhaps  always  equal  to  145^  Fah- 
renheit, which  might  be  obtained.     During  the  summer 
droughts,  when  the  stream  is  low,  no  fish  are  ever  seen  in 
it,  the  water  being  too  hot ;  but  when  the  season  arrives 
for  the  cold  waters  to  enter  the  stream  in  considerable 
quantities,  then  trout,  perch,  and  other  fish,  are  taken  in 
all  parts  of  it.     I  was  told,  however,  that  at  other  portions 
of  the  summer,  when  the  whole  volume  of  the  stream  was 
not  so  much  heated,  the  fish  would  sometimes  come  up  the 
brook  in  those  parts  where  no  springs  came  through  the 
slate,  but  always  swam  at  a  particular  depth ;  when  crumbs 
of  bread  were  dropped  into  them,  they  rose  to  them,  but 
slopped  when  they  reached  the  stratum  of  hot  water,  which, 
being  rarefied,  was  at  the  top.     Frogs  and  snakes,  when 
forced  into  the  hot  water,  or  falling  in  inadvertently,  im- 
mediately stretch  themselves  out  and  die.     These  mineral 
hot  waters,  except  one  or  two  of  the  springs,  which  are 


slight  chalybeates,  are  tasteless,  having  not  the  leait  nfia 
trace.  A  person  totally  unacquainted  with  Ditnenkgj, 
and  not  aware  of  any  difference  between  travertino  sod  old 
red  sandstone,  might  suppose  the  mineral  ftructorB  of  d 
the  rocks  to  be  homogeneous,  and  that  the  waters,  not  ii- 
fering  in  their  taste  from  ordinary  warm  water,  were  wtdi- 
uut  any  mineral  constituent,  as.the  hot  waters  ol  the  Wttk- 
its  have  been  reported  to  be ;  but  these  immense  depositef 
of  carbonate  of  lime  attest  the  contrary.  On  digging  ibooi 
tweniy-five  feeta'bovc  the  level  of  the  brook,  I  wentthroogk 
a  foot  of  the  carbonate,  with  traces  of  sulphate  of  Uoic,  nd 
then  through  a  dark  red  oxide,  with  renifonn  idssmi  rf 
nodular  iron,  with  iHitroidal  faces.  The  sulphate  wn  d^ 
posited  in  layers  in  adcular  form.  I  then  came  to  mim 
<>f  ferruginous  sandstone  belonging  to  the  ridge.  TImn 
seemed  to  have  been  loose,  and  to  have  been  recemeotd  l^ 
the  depositee  from  the  water,  which  had  filled  op  all  ihar 
interstices.  I  took  out  one  large  mass  of  iron,  thswslbtf 
which  were,  in  some  places,  two  and  a  half  inches  tkid; 
of  rich  hematite  ore,  the  inside  of  the  nodule  contsiii^ 
gypsum  and  a  deep  red  oxide.  These  masses  slmortM 
me  to  suppose  that  they  had  been  deposited  by  the  spiiB{S 
and  that  the  iron  had  thus  been  aggregated  by  mokcsk 
attraction.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  ferruginous  ou- 
ter has  been  carried  to  them,  during  the  immense  peiioii 
of  time  which  have  elapsed  since  these  springs  firrt  ip* 
peared,  by  atmospheric  waters  trickling  amidst  the  feno- 
ginous  materials  of  the  ridge;  the  iron  certainly  sppesntt 
be  accidentally  there.  I  observed,  also,  that  where  tka 
great  quantities  of  the  oxide  of  iron  were,  it  was  eridoiti 
stream  of  hot  water  had  passed  for  a  long  period  of  W^ 
and  beneath  the  auperincumbent  deposite  of  carbonsisflf 
lime,  which,  as  these  hot  waters  have  frequently  dingi' 
their  direction,  might  very  well  be.  I  perceived  onecfl- 
siderable  underground  stream  of  hot  water  issuing  f^  > 
cavity  near  the  bank  of  the  brook,  and,  upon  eiainflM| 
if,  found  the  process  going  on,  iron  depositing  on  tbenH 
and  soft  seams  of  sulphate  of  lime  already  establifbed. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  would  not  pronounce  inj  if 
these  waters  to  be  natural  chalybeates.  It  is  probabb  iba 
a  great  many  mineral  waters  acquire  some  of  their  propff- 
ties  in  iransiiu.  I  have  supposed  this  to  be  the  caw  ii 
some  sulphuretted  springs  I  have  seen,  that  rise  tbnN|h 
beds  of  slate  and  coal,  loaded  with  solphurei  of  iron,  oi^ 
of  which  may  reasonably  be  thought,  at  puticulsr  depths 
to  be  in  a  state  of  decomposition.  For  the  carbnnlpflf 
lime  contained  in  these  hot  waters,  we  may  infer  idHtr 
ent  origin ;  nor  can  we  consistently  assign  to  the  prodigiMi 
quantity  of  caloric  which  has  prob.ibly  for  such  imocB* 
periods  of  time  raised  the  temperature  of  these  springt,  VJ 
source  short  of  those  depths  from  whence  Hb  intnvit 
rocks,  the  veins  of  iron,  and  various  other  minersi  fk^ 
nomena  of  the  vicinity,  have  sprung. 

These  thermal  waters  rise  in  a  very  limpid  state,  batv 
soon  as  they  get  into  motion,  and  their  parts  becont  A' 
posed  to  the  atmosphere,  a  mineral  deposite  cooidcdcs^ 
attaching  itself  to  dead  leaves,  to  sticks,  to  soy  thing  ^ 
serves  for  a  point  of  adhesion ;  upon  this  deposite  a  briViiBl 
green  enamelled  looking  substance  presents  itself,  *h>^ 
increases  and  thickens,  in  favorable  situations,  until  itii^ 
the  thickness  of  half  an  inch.  When  this  can  bedcticM 
from  the  calcareous  matter  it  covers,  it  has  a  ritrM-gd>'^ 
nous  appearance,  somewhat  of  the  consistency  of  tl^i 
glairy  substances  produced  in  stagnant  water  in  ve<7  ^ 
weather.  As  long  as  the  water  runs  over  it,  it  coDtiooii 
to  thicken  and  look  green ;  but  when  the  deposite  hvdiB' 
med  up  the  course  of  the  water,  and  another  course  it  fo"* 
ed,  which  is  constantly  doing,  then  this  green  sobiliB^ 
being  forsaken  by  the  water,  dries  ap,  ai^  crisps  oa  » 
surface  of  the  ground,  Uke  dead  Uchens.  This  dssd  ^ 
I  examined  with  a  powerful  glass,  and  found  that  it  va^ 
mineral  subetanoa  of  a  wbitiah  gray  color ;  on  the  vm 
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■de  it  presorved  still  a  deadish  ^reen  appeamnce.     In  the 
coum  of  time  it  uudergoea  a  change,  and  changes  to  a 
deep  black  calcareous  mould,  on  the  sniface  of  which  I 
found,  as  is  frequently  done  in  decomposing  travertins,  an 
immense  number  of  indiTiduals  of  various  species  of  helix. 
From  many  other  curious  details  respecting  this  mineral 
substance,  which  appears  to  have  some  affinity  with  the 
constituency  of  some  prairies  I  afterwards  visited  in  the 
vicinity  of  Hcd  river,  I  must  refer  to  those  more  detailed 
obeervations  that  will  more  appropria'ely  form  part  of  the 
Jabor  of  some  future  leisure  hours,  when  some  experiments 
which  I  have  to  institute  shall  be  matured.     And  in  rela- 
tion to  an  analysis  of  the  mineral  contents  of  the  hot  wa- 
ters of  the  Washita,  it  was  always  my  intention  to  have 
attempted  one,  after  the  best  methods  my  very  limited  ex- 
perience in  operations  of  that  kind  permitted  ;  and  I  had, 
on  my  departure  from  the  Atlantic  States,  provided  myself 
with  such  apparatofl  and  reagents  as  would  have  enabled 
me  to  produce  some  proximate  results :  but,  upon  leaving 
8t.  Louis,  Missouri,  perceiving  it  was  more  than  dontful 
whether  I  should  get  my  luggage  through  the  mountains, 
and  a  speedy  opportunity,  as  I  thought,  presenting  itself,  I 
■ont  it  by  water  to  the  mouth  of  White  river,  and  it  had 
not  reached  Little  Rock  when  I  left  that  place  for  the  Hot 
Springs.     I  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  content  myself 
with  some  simple  examinations  of  the  waters,  and  with 
patting  up  carefully  some  bottles  of  them,  in  order,  on  my 
ratam,  to  submit  them  to  the  analysis  of  some  distinguish- 
ed chemists,  better  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  those  inter- 
Mted  in  the  result  than  I  claim  to  be ;  which  analysis  T 
hope  ere  long  to  be  able  to  state,  with  the  authority  of  the 
name  uf  the  analysts.*     That  these  waters  annually  per- 
form very  admirable  cures  of  chronic  complaints  incident 
to  southern  climates,  is  well  known  there;  and  that  their 
efficacy,  and  the  beauty  and  salubrity  of  the  country,  will 
soon  cause  the  place  to  be  resorted  to  from  far  and  near,  as 
soon  as  proper  accommodations  for  visiters  can  be  prepared, 
ia  very  obvious.     They  seem  providentially  placed  there 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  low  lands  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Ked  river,  and  their  value  deserves  to  be  made  ez- 
tenaively  known. 

About  three  miles  northeast  from  the  Hot  Springs  the 
country  is  mountainous  and  broken,  consisting  of  cones 
uid  ridges  from  three  hundred  to  five  hundred  feet  above 
9&e  streams,  which  meander  tn  very  narrow  bottoms.  If, 
tn  Missouri  and  the  north  parts  of  Arkansas,  I  had  ob- 
ler^eci  the  singular  propensity  to  subsitute  siliceous  for 
salcareous  matter,  here  I  found  the  ferruginous  hills  of  old 
nsd  eandstone,  sometimes  consisting  of  soKd  masses  of  flint. 
It  other  times  of  a  beautiful  novacufite,  and  again  of  fer- 
'uginous  sandstone,  with  heavy  veins  of  iron  passing 
h rough  them,  and  imparting  a  chalylieate  character  to 
nuny  springs  issuing  from  their  slopes.  These  hills  con- 
atn  that  beouttfol  mineral  substance  called  the  Washita 
iI«tone,  which  is  sometimes  well  exposed  in  small  vertical 
Biyerv,  and  which  adhere  90  tenaciously  to  each  other  that, 
>n  account  of  their  remarkabte  brittleness,  they  are  sepa- 
■  ted  with  much  difficulty.  It  is  not  easy,  for  this  reason, 
o  obtain  good  specimens  of  it.  The  curious  gradations  of 
his  siliceous  matter,  in  the  forms  of  old  red  sandstone, 
lint,  novaculite,  hornstone,  and  quartzose  rock,  are  sur* 
arising.  For  many  miles  these  lof^y  hills  present  a  suc- 
gggion  of  these  minerals,  in  various  forms.  Tn  some  parts 
9ck  crystal  abounds  in  great  profusion,  and  of  a  good 
^ainaparency  and  large  dimensions :  beautiful  crystals  of 
oartz,  of  a  large  size,  are  also  found,  with  double  tcrmina- 
ons,  and  not  nnusually  of  a  bright  topaz  yellow  color. 
lot  the  most  remarkable  mineral  T  saw  was  the  novaculite, 
r    oilstone,  a  siliceous  stone  of  a  pearly  semi-transparent 

^  Tbe  gaseous  votrnne  is  insignificant,  asoie  and  a  trace  of  carbonic 
cid ;  ihe  solid  contents  are  cariioaaie  v(  lim»*,  cartxtnaie  of  iron,  And 
cr«ee  of  sulphate  of  linis. 


nature,  presenting  singularly  smooth  natural  faces,  and  oc- 
casionally-tinged, in  a  very  pleaaing  manner,  with  metallic 
solutions.  Lofty  hills  are  found  there,  composed  entirely 
of  this  material.  On  one  of  these  I  saw  several  large  pits, 
twenty  or  thirty  feet  deep,  and  as  many  in  diameter,  rc^ 
sembling  inverted  cones,  the  insides  of  which  were  covered 
with  broken  chips  of  this  beautiful  mineral,  some  white, 
some  red,  some  carmine,  some  blue,  some  quite  opalescent. 
In  and  near  these  pits  round  and  long  masses  were  scatter- 
ed about,  of  a  hard  greenstone  I  bad  found  in  place  eighteen 
miles  distant,  and  none  of  them  too  large  for  the  hand. 
7*hey  were,  undoubtedly,  Indian  tools,  and  these  were  the 
quarries  from  whence  the  Indians  had  formerly  obtained 
the  materials  they  used  for  their  arrow  heads,  and  other 
weapons  of  offence.  1  found  no  arrow  heads  there,  how- 
ever, but  subsequently  on  many  of  the  alluvial  banks  of  the 
streams  in  the  country  around,  amidst  the  circular  holes 
and  mounds,  where  their  now  fallen  mud  cabins  formerly 
stood,  prodigious  quantifies  of  chips  of  the  same  mineral, 
and  of  broken  arrow  heads  also,  were  strewed  around  ;  from 
whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  they  resorted  to  the  moun- 
tains for  pieces  of  the  mineral,  and  carried  it  to  their  villages 
to  fabricate.  Although  it  is  true  that  no  iHnts  have  yet 
been  found  in  the  United  States,  in  the  chalk  formation, 
yet,  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  inexhaustible  quantities  of 
flint  are  to  be  obtained,  of  the  best  quality,  and  from  the 
most  accessible  situations. 

During  my  stay  here,  I  endeavored  in  vain  to  procure  a 
guide  to  cross  the  country  with  me  to  Cantonttient  Tow- 
son,  on  Red  river,  opposite  the  confines  of  the  Bfezican 
territory ;  in  this  direction,  except  for  a  short  distance, 
there  is  not  even  a  bridle  path  ;  all  roads  terminete  here, 
and  the  passes  are  only  known  to  the  hunters ;  but  heavy 
rains  had  jet  in,  and  the  mountain  streams  were  excessive- 
ly swollen ;  the  hunters,  too,  were  averse  to  break  off  from 
their  favorite  pursuit  of  bear-hunting,  whieh  commences 
'  at  this  season.  Deeming  it  imprudent  to  run  the  risks  to 
which,  under  these  circumstances,  and  at  so  late  a  period 
of  the  year,  and  without  a  hunter  to  provide  me  with  food, 
T  should  have  been  exposed,  I  reluctantly  gave  up  my  in- 
tention of  further  exploring  the  bills  in  that  direction,  and 
accordinglv  directed  my  coarse  to  Red  river,  lower  down 
the  Washita. 

This  river  runs  upon  the  grauwacke  slate  which  crops 
out  in  various  parts  of  its  banks,  and  it  will  deeerve  the  at- 
tention of  future  travellers  to  examine,  with  great  accuracy, 
the  rocks  in  Its  vicinity,  as  I  saw  indications,  whieh  I  had 
neither  the  time  nor  the  meatis  of  eftctoally  pursuing,  of 
the  existence  of  non^bituminuus  coal — a  fact  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  future  prosperity  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. The  anticipation,  too,  is  atrengthened  by  those  im- 
portant deposites  of  anthracite  coal,  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  being  found  in  the  transition  formation.  On  my 
way  I  passed  betweei\^the  left  bank  of  the  Washita  and 
Magnet  Gove,  leaving  it  to  the  northeast,  and  observed 
the  same  difference  on  this  side,  betweflm  the  trees  grow- 
ing on  it  and  the  evergreens  growing  on  the  adjacent 
sandstone,  whfch  I  hud  remarked  on  my  advance.  The 
route  led  through  a  wild  romantic  country  of  flinty  knobs, 
and  little  vales  excellently  watered.  From  the  Washita 
to  the  Caddo  river,  for  about  thirty  miles,  the  elevated 
parts  of  the  country  consist  of  the  same  siliceous  knobs 
and  uplands,  some  of  them  approaching  to  the  oilstone  of 
the  Washita,  and  well  watered  by  numerous  streams, 
with  limited  bottoms  of  considerable  fertility  intervening. 
The  myriea  cerifera^  or  candlo-berry  myrtle,  was  very 
abundant  nn  these  siliceous  lands ;  the  deer  also  were  in 
great  numbers,  as  well  as  strong  gangs  of  wild  turkeys, 
strutting  about  in  their  finest  plumage.  These  birds  oc- 
casionally take  flight  with  as  strong  a  wing  as  the  wild 
goose,  and  light  upon  the  talleet  trees.  Three  miles  be- 
fore I  came  to  the  Caddo,  the  country  began  to  descend 
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towards  it,  and  nature  began  entirely  to  change  her  as« 
pact  On  crowing  the  river  I  entered  upon  an  extensive 
level  caae  brake,*  in  a  bottom  of  great  fertility.  Here  I 
again  found  the  tertiary  limestone  in  the  bed  of  the  river, 
and  in  some  adjacent  bayous,  with  the  iiMsils  I  had  before 
seen  at  Little  Rock.  This  is  a  favorite  resort  of  parroqueta 
and  ivory -billed  woodpeckers,  f  The  plants  are  all  decid- 
uous ;  the  old  red  sandstone,  with  its  pines,  is  no  longer 
aeen,  except  at  very  distant  intervals,  where  slight  vestiges 
of  it  appear.  The  soil  is  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  the 
bottoms  are  covered  with  laurel  and  holly,  which  last  be- 
comes a  tree  of  considerable  magnitude,  having  a  diameter 
Iraquently  of  twelve  inches.  The  almost  impenetrable 
cane  brakes  lying  five  or  aix  males  on  each  side  of  the 
Washita,  (into  which  the  Caddo  falls  near  where  I  cross- 
ed it,)  and  which  are  of  very  great  breadth  in  some  parts 
of  its  course  to  join  Red  river,  and  to  where  this  last  falls 
into  the  Mississippi,  can  never  be  reclaimed  until  levees 
are  constructed  to  preserve  tke  lands  from  inundation. 

Not  £ir  from  the  junction  of  the  Caddo  with  the  Wash- 
ita thera  are  some  salt  brines,  the  natural  strength  of 
which  it  ia  impossible  to  measure  whilst  the  aoil  is  so  sat- 
urated with  river  water ;  but  eventually,  when  wells  an 
aunk  beneath  the  beds  of  the  atreams,  and  properly  secured, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  country  will  posseaa 
aalines  adequate  to  its  wants.  I  saw  specimens  of  sulphate 
.  of  time,  also,  which  induce  me  to  think  that  deposites  of 
that  mineral  may  be  found  ere  the  wanta  of  the  country 
may  require  them.  Ajb  a  mineral  manure,  it  would  prob- 
ably be  found  very  valuable  when  applied  to  the  siliceous 
soils  north  of  the  Caddo,  as  well  as  others  yet  to  be  men- 
tioned, a  little  north  and  northeast  of  Red  river. 

From  the  Caddo  to  Tournois  creek,  the  distance  is 
about  fifteen  miles,  always  upon  good  level  aoil.  Part  of 
the  country,  however,  waa  sandy,  with  heavy  beds  of  a 
bluish  green  arenaceous  clay,  containing  a  trace  of  lime. 
I  found  no  foaails  or  impreaaions  in  it,  but  waa  induced  to 
believe.it  waa  the  equivalent  of  some  tertiary  beds  I  had 
seen  near  Shirley,  on  Jamee  river,  Virginia.  The  whole 
of  tbia  part  of  the  country  almost  seems  to  be  underlaid 
with  rotten  limestone,  derived  from  broken  down  marine 
shells.  The  country  hence,  for  several  miles,  consists  of 
good  bottom  land,  full  of  holly  and  laurel,  with  occasional 
hills  of  old  red  sandstone  of  moderate  size,  with  their  usual 
pine  trees.  Having  gone  about  twenty  miles,  the  country 
fell  again  to  the  south,  and  I  soon  came  to  an  important 
stream  which  rises  to  the  northwest,  and  empties  into  the 
.  Washita,  called  the  Little  Misaouri,  from  its  waters  being 
of  a  dusky  red,  muddy  cok>r.  On  crossing  this  stream,  I 
entered  upon  a  denae  low  bottom  of  the  r^est  soil,  cuv- 
•red  with  cane,  holly,  laurel,  and  swamp  timber,  inter- 
sected by  numerous  bayous;  this  lasted  for  three  miles, 
when  the  country  began  to  rise  a  little  again ;  and,  after 
advancing  a  few  milea,  I  came  upon  a  singularly  black 
waxy  aoU  of  a  carbonaceoua  color,  entirely  different  from 
any  thing  I  bad  yet  observed,  except  the  surface  of  the 
tmvertin,  at  the  Hot  Springs,  which,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
served, was  not  dissimilar  to  this,  agreeing  further  in  the 
,  profusion  of  helices  and  other  land  shells  with  which  it 
abounded.  The  country  here  appeared  to  consist  of  a 
chain  of  prairies  running  westward,  and  parallel  with  Red 
river  for  a  very  great  distance.  Some  of  these  prairies 
were  mere  bald  spots,  of  half  an  acre  and  upwarda,  sur- 
rounded by  plants,  whilst  others  were  said  to  contain  sev- 
eral hundred  acres.  In  every  instance  they  were  aurround- 
ed  with  a  belt  of  timber  and  planta  peculiar  to  the  coun- 
try. I  was  informed  by  Judge  Cross,  a  gentleman  well 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and  to  whose  intelligence 
and  hospitality  I  owe  many  obligations,  that  these  prairies 
extend  probably  many  bundled  miles  to  the  west,  and  that 
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it  is  an  opinion  deserving  of  behig  entertained,  that  phnti 
are  encroaching  upon  the  prairies  generally.  It  was  vidi 
aincere  pleaaure  I  found  myself  upon  geological  groimd^ 
with  which  I  was  well  acquainted.  The  prairin  were  cov- 
ered with  the  foasils  which,  aa  I  have  before  oWrved, 
charactisrize  the  New  Jersey  green  sand  formttioitf,*  but 
the  superficisl  poil  was  uniformly  of  a  deep  black  cokr, 
resembling  charred  wood,  and  in  wet  weatbei  ii  of  i 
waxy,  plastic  consistency,  that  makes  it  extremd;  &• 
agreeable  to  move  amongat.  Its  fertility  is  remarkibl^ 
and  renders  it  eminently  fitted  for  cotton,  which,  u  1  bal 
many  opportunitiea  of  observing,  suot^eds  well.  Tlia 
black  soil,  which  is  substantially  ctdcareous,  coDtaint,  isl 
found  from  slight  experiments,  a  proportion  of  carbon. 

This  was  one  of  the  most  lovely  countries  I  bad  ma,  i 

gentle  rolling  sur&ce  and  fine  woods,  in  which  isanahfr 

dance  of  the  indigenoua  crab  apple,-]-  with  thebeaDiifalboi 

wood,t  or  bois  d*arc,  as  it  is  usually  called.  Onexamioiqf 

where  the  streams  had  abraded  the  lower  parts  of  the  Ini 

and  digging  in  various  places,  I  found  that  all  these  poitiMi 

of  the  country,  which  amsisted  of  prairie  land,  were  boUoa- 

cd  upon  imntenae  beds  of  rotten  limestone,  derived ftom  Ik 

testaceous  remains  of  the  molluscs  I  havs  named,  entire  tlib'k 

of  which  in  a  aofl  state  are  still  imbedded  in  the  brokeodun 

masses  once  composed  of  shells.     The  zone  of  black  hed 

here  does  not  appear  to  have  a  breadth  of  more  thao  £w 

miles ;  wherever  it  is,  the  i&ame  fossils  axe  found,  witklb 

undervalves  profusely  scattered   around  on  the  iurfn 

Sometimes  the  blacJL  earth  gave  place  to  a  deep  red  noil 

of  great  fertility,  but  in  this  marie  I'found  no  shelbiilvy 

seemed  peculiar  to  the  black  prairie  land.     It  waf  evifal 

I   waa  here  upon  an  ancient  floor  of  the  ocean,  fna 

which  we  may  infer  it  bad  retired  wiUi  comparative  tnir 

quility,  the  surface  being  ao  little  disturbed.    The  bfoka 

down  marine  shelly  matter  had   accumulated  into  kn! 

beds  and  extensive  bill  depositee,  afler  the  manner  io  vbi^ 

we  know  some  existing  species  accumulate,  and  the  gn* 

eral  irregularity  of  the  surface  was  not  dissimilar  totkit 

which  is  presented  by  the  various  soundings  of  nnrioi 

coasts,  where  recent  surfaces  are  forming.     Tbeoe  loca- 

mulations  are  more  or  less  covered  with  a  vegetouiiaal 

deposits,  that,  by  the  constantly  acting  power  ol  the  di- 

ments,  is  partially  removed,  and  carried  by  rains  towarditb 

streams ;  hence  this  covering  is  diminished  in  some  ^Ikm, 

and  thickened  in  others.     In  some  situations  the  black  mI 

is  two  or  three  feet  deep,  whilst  in  others  it  ia  odIj  i  f<v 

inches  thick,  in  which  Utter  situations  the  tender  roodtf 

plants  having,  in  extreme  dry  weather,  to  contend  vitki 

caustic  calcareous  bed,  are  Uable  to  perish  ;  the  Indian  c«^ 

for  this  reasoi^  is  sometimes  what  ia  called  fixed,  its  Wi« 

drying  up  and  wasting  away.     These  characterisiiceollki 

prairie  country,  as  far  as  this  particular  zone  of  prairieii 

concerned,  is  common  to  a  vast  extent  of  countiy  to  lU 

west  of  the  points  I  examined.     To  the  east  the  zooccsr 

tends  from  north  latitude  33°  40'  to  north  latitude  33^  30', 

in  the  State  of  Alabama,  §  and  can  lie  traced  at  intcrfsUv 

north   latitude  40°   20',   in    the   State   of   New  Jen^- 

Throughout  this  very  extended  line,  all  of  which  I  kt** 

personally  examined,  the  characteristic  shells  of  thie  fab* 

cretaceous  formation  have  been  found.     I  poeoeasgi7pb>% 

exogyra,  and  other  sbelU  from  localities  far  up  the  Fate 

Washita,  the  neighborhood  of  the  Kiaroesha,  from  MoibI 

Prairie  in  Arkanaaa,  from  Mississippi,  from  Prairie  Bkft 

in  Alabama,  and  from  New  Jersey,  oil  of  them  idcniicil: 

and  in  the  subcretaceous  deposites  of  Alabama,  I  kt«( 

found    the  greatest  profusion  of  the  foasil   equivaleotf  c^ 

the  genera  peculiar  to  the  green  sand  beds  of  Eorofe.   ' 

hope  at  no  distant  period  to  be  able  to  trace  wiihaosMpi*' 

*  Oryphna  convexa,  exogyra  coaiata,  &c.  &c. 
1  Mahis  corrtnaria,  twenty  feet  high,  ten  liichM  in  dftmHrr- 
t  Maclwrn  fttir«niiaca. 

%  Wells,  five  hundred  feat  deep ,  have  been  d^ig  thiragh  Mwn  *■• 
auuie,  Inioslaie  with  quartz. 
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ciMoiiy  the  aneient  littoral  bounds  of  t*bat  geological  period, 
lo  clearly  demarcated  by  all  the  anet^^aivocal  clrcumstaucea 
X  have  deacrihed. 

In  relation  to  those  areas  which  hav  j  received  the  appella- 
tioo  of  prairies,  from  their  sur&ces,  dertuded  of  timber,  being 
ai  certain  seasons  covered  with  long  r^rass,  I  am  not  of  the 
opinion  of  those  who  think  that  all  prairies  have  originally 
been  produced  by  firing  the  timber  annually,  and  thus,  by 
repeated  combustions,  destroying  the  timber  as  well  as  the 
cprouts.  That  much  ground  has  been  denuded  by  such 
means,  I  would  admit,  and  the  cau:ie  certainly  would  ap- 
pear a  sufficient  one  for  those  prairie  districts  to  which  no 
other  cause  apparently  could  be  asiigned.  By  whatever 
method  planta  begin  first  to  germinate  in  such  deposites,  it 
is  evident,  as  I  have  before  stated,  that  where  the  vegetable 
matter  is  thin,  and  the  season  unfavorable,  they  are  liable 
to  perish ;  and  where  they  would  not  altogether  perish,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  this  country  was  stocked,  as  the 
more  distant  prairies  still  are,  with  buffalo,  which  would, 
by  their  periodical  occupation  of  the  country  in  numberless 
herds,  assist  in  exterminating  planta  of  a  vigorlesa  consti- 
ItUioiu  These  may  be  enumerated  amongst  the  eflicient 
Baoaes  of  a  prairie  or  meadow  state  of  extensive  tracts  oi 
coujitry.  This  view  of  the  subject  is  somewhat  strength- 
loed  by  the  fact  of  plants,  in  modem  times,  encroaching  on 
the  prairies;  for  I  have  observed  they  encroach  on  the  sides 
where  vegetable  matter  has  been  washed  and  accumulated, 
inding  a  nutritious  bed  there,  into  which  they  can  push 
heir  innumerable  delicate  fibres,  secured  from  the  devas- 
ating  teeth  and  hoo&  of  the  bu&lo,  which  have  now  all 
efi  this  part  of  the  country ;  for  where  man  settles,  that 
Lflimal  never  remains  long.  But  there  is  also  another  view 
kf  the  subject. 

'i*beae  vast  prairies  of  the  West,  as  well  as  the  diminu- 
ive  ones  in  question,  must  be  admitted  to  be  ancient  floors 
if  the  ocean.  When  it  abandoned  them,  they  were,  of 
oarse,  without  planta;  and  unless  we  admit  their  spon- 
aoeoaa  growth,  we  must  suppose  them  to  have  gcrmina- 
id  from  seeds  derived  from  plants  growing  on  lands  which 
lad  been  left  with  a  higher  level  than  the  ocean,  be/ore  it 
»ceded  from  these  prairies.  Their  bonlers  would,  of  course, 
•  planted  first,  and  thus  we  can  conceive  of  every  new 
leneration  of  plants  giving  some  of  its  seeds  to  the  winds 
ad  the  waters,  and  gradually  extending  the  forests,  like 
be  present  members  of  the  human  family,  advancing  upon 
od  settliag  the  ooantry  for  the  use  o€  posterity.  This 
asms  a  more  natural  and  just  method  of  accounting  for 
ike  immeaaa  prairies  of  the  West,  and  the  pampas  of  the 
oqthern*  portion  of  the  South  American  continent,  than 
oDJectural  opinions  founded  on  a  convenient  method 
iopted  by  the  Indians  of  securing  their  gai^e,  and  which 
icy  have  practised  at  all  times,  certainly  with  the  effect  of 
kinning,  but  without  destroying  the  timber,  as  we  know 
om  the  immense  forests  of  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Ken- 
ickjy  Indiana,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  which  were  once 
uiually  fired  by  the  Indians,  to  burn  the  high  grass,  that 
Ley  might  better  see  their  game  a  practice  which  destroyed 
m  andergrowth,  but  only  thinned  the  trees ;  and  now  that 
m  Indians  have  left  these  countries,  we  find  the  ufiTIer- 
■owth  rapidly  occupying  •  the  ground  again.  Before  we 
ceiTB  opinions  altogether  hypothetical  in  relation  to  the 
lase  of  the  prairie  condition  of  land,  it  seems  as  if  we 
ere  hound  to  inquire  what  was  their  first  condition,  con- 
stent  with  the  geological  fact  that  they  are  ancient  floors 
'  the  ocean.  It,  therefore,  appears  to  me  to  be  probable 
At  many  of  these  prairies  have  never,  since  the  ocean  left 
am,  been  covered  by  any  vegetables  of  greater  importance 
en  the  gramina.  Under  this  view  of  the  matter,  it  is 
tneistent  to  suppose,  what  is  personally  known  to  me  lo 
r  the  fact  in  many  observed  instances,  that  trees  and 
ants  maybe  transplanted  to  those  prairies  with  perfect 
ccess. 


It  has  appeared  proper  to  me,  in  drawing  np  an  official 
report,  which  has  for  its  object  the  practical  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  geological  investigations,  to  abstain  from 
entering  into  the  consideration  of  some  of  those  particular 
branches  of  geology  which  impart  at  this  moment  so  much 
interest  to  the  scientific  literature  of  Europe;  snd  if  I  have 
inclined  to  the  support  of  an  igneous  theory  for  the  origin 
of  the  rocks  in  the  inferior  portion  of  the  geological  series, 
it  is  because  I  have  been  convinced,  by  a  long  study  of  the 
mineral  phenomena  connected  with  the  primary  rocks  of 
this  continent,  that  there  is  no  other  conclusion  to  which 
similar  phenomena  can  ever  probably  lead  my  judgment ; 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  it  is  unsafe  ground,  stnee 
the  most  eminent  cultivators  of  the  science  in  Europe,  upon 
an  examination  of  their  own  continent,  have  come  to  the 
same  opinion.  The  delibecate  epinions  of  such  men,  en- 
riched by  all  the  aid  that  chemistry  and  other  cognate 
branches  of  the  science  are  susceptible  of,  are  themselves 
authority.  But  I  was  chiefly  led  to  express  the  opinions 
which  are  found  in  this  report,  respepting  the  supposed  ex- 
pansive power  resulting  from  the  igneous  forces  operating 
In  the  radial  space,  by  the  expectation  that  it  would  lead 
many  ingenious  minds,  who  had  not  turned  their  attention 
to  the  structure  and  origin  of  metallic  rocks,  to  examine 
some  interesting  localities  through  the  medium  of  these  opin- 
ions, which,  as  they  have  never  deceived  me,  would  thus^ 
I  trusted,  be  useful  to  them.  In  this,  as  well  as  in  all  my 
investigations,  I  have  been  sineerely  destroos  of  making  my 
labors  useful,  rather  than  of  embellishing  them  by  any  de- 
viation from  a  rigorous  examination  of  facte,  upon  which 
all  true  and  useful  results  depend. 

The  exigencies  of  society  have  reached  a  stage  in  Europe, 
to  which  we  are  advancing  in  this  country.  There,  not 
only  the  metals,  but  every  rock,  every  stone,  every  bed  of 
sand  or  clay,  has  its  value.  A  quarry  of  stone,  of  what- 
ever quality,  produces  au  income,  and  canals  and  railroadis 
are  the  facilities  which  carry  them  cheaply  to  their  destina- 
tion. A  very  few  years  ago,  geology,  in  this  country,  was 
merely  considered  a  liberal  branch  of  knowledge ;  now,  it 
is  universally  deemed  a  science  which  teaches  the  true 
structure  of  the  earth,  and  the  most  probable  situations  in 
which  its  metals  and  minerals  are  to  be  found.  Before 
many  years  elapse,  the  study  of  the  science  will  be  general 
here,  because  the  wants  of  society  are  enlarging.  In  the 
increasing  desire  manifested  in  the  States  to  establish  geo- 
logical surveys,  we  have  the  evidence  of  this,  and  of  the 
existence  of  a  spirit  that  must  lead  to  a  very  great  develop- 
ment of  the  mineral  fesources  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
the  extension  of  its  intellectual  character.*  But,  in  put- 
ting these  State  enactments  into  operation,  it  should  never 
be  lost  sight  of,  that  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  in- 
vestigations, the  proper  and  sole  objects  of  which  are 
physical  facts,  depend  entirely  upon  the  practical  experi- 
ence of  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  to  be  intruated.  ' 

Geology,  although  it  may  be  divided  into  four  principal 
branches,  mineralogy,  conchology,  ancient  zoology,f  and 
botany^  has  now  become  so  far  the  study  of  universal  na- 

*  Ii  is  somewhat  rem&rk&ble  that  New  York,  a  Slate  conspicuous 
above  the  other  Stales  for  its  immense  re8ouroes,ajid  distinguished  Tar 
the  ^reai  results  which  have  been  produced  by  ihe  active  enterpirae  of 
its  ciLizens,  should  be  one  uf  the  very  last  to  make  those  investigations 
which  that  eminent  and  lamented  statesmao.  De  Witt  Clinton,  so 
earnest) jr  recnmineoded  many  yean  ago  to  the  Legislature.  The  cill- 
tens  of  that  State  are  too  intelligent  to  be  ignunint  that  the  wealth 
and  power  that  give  great  Britain  so  ereat  an  influence  In  the  world 
are  essentially  drawn  from  her  coal  names.  This  couiMiy  must  ulti< 
malelf  be  tltrown  upon  her  coaK  as  that  country  has  long  been,  for 
fuel  for  domestic  purposcji,  and  (or  the  support  of  its  manufactoiles. 
And  vet,  with  internal  improvements  that  would  distinguish  any  age, 
and  in  possession  of  the  knowledge  thai  her  territory  contains  evcMry 
indication  of  coal,  New  York  has  taken  no  step  lo  become  acquainlea 
with  the  extent  of  that  portiou  of  her  mineral  resources. 

tAmongsi  the  numoruud  meriturioua  natumlists  of  this  country,  it 
would  be  unjust  not  to  allude  to  the  dtstiaction  Or.  Harlan,  of  Phila- 
delphia, has  attained  by  his  ar  curate  knowledge  of  comparative  anaio* 
uiy,  ana  iiis  enlighiencil  xeal  in  i)romaing  lUc  cause  of  oaiuial  histi>ry. 
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tore,  that  all  the  laws  of  physics  are  racorred  to  for  pur- 
poses of  illustration ;  even  aatronofliy  appears  destined  to 
contribute  largely  to  the  elucidation  of  the  earth's  structure, 
and,  reflectively,  upon  that  of  the  most  distant  planetary 
bodies.  The  cultivators  of  these  three  last  branches  are 
principally  engaged  in  collecting  evidences  of  a  former 
ctate  of  things,  from  depositee  containing  organic  remains, 
whence  to  deduce  arguments  for  the  true  causes  which 
have  governed  the  present  disposition  of  the  stratified 
masses  of  the  crust  of  the  earth.  The  eminent  European 
writers  in  these  branches  are  well  acquainted  with  the  in- 
organic rocks,  and,  by  theii  genius  and  untiring  zeal,  have 
made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  present  age.  The  vo- 
luminous literature  of  which  they  are  the  parents,has  found 
an  Immense  nnmber  of  admirers  amongst  men  of  varied 
attainments,  most  of  whom,  though  well  acquainted  with 
geological  literature,  have  not  had  practical  opportunities  of 
examining  nature  extensively,  and  reconciling  the  compli- 
cated and  irregular  manner  in  which,  perhaps,  the  same 
operation  is  effected  in  distant  localities. 

The  mineralogical  branch  Js  composed  of  men  who, 
keeping  up  with  the  knowledge  of  the  other  branches,  have 
devoted  themselves  rather  to  a  practical  study  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  geological  series  which  comprehends  the  metal- 
liferous rocks,  and  the  other  productive  branches.  In 
England,  the  demand  for  useful  information  from  this  class 
is  so  great,  that  the  profession  of  mineral  aurveyor  has 
grown  out  of  it,  one  entirely  unknown  at  present  in  this 
country.*  In  estimating  the  value  of  an  estate  there,  the 
capacity  of  the  agricultural  surface  is  not  alone  considered, 
but  a  great  importance  is  given  to  the  probable  perpendicu- 
lar value  of  every  acre,  as  it  can  be  computed  upon  geo- 
logical principles.  The  value  of  an  estate  to  an  individual 
depending  very  .much  upon  these  circumstances,  men  of 
long  experience  and  approved  judgment  are  alone  confided 
in.  If  this,  as  it  must  be  seen  to  be,  is  of  so  much  conse- 
quence to  individuals,  of  what  immense  importance  is  it 
not  to  the  State  Governments,  in  putting  their  enactments 
into  operation,  to  select  individuals  of  the  greatest  experi- 
ence 1  For  how  is  that  complex  appearance  of  rocks  in 
different  parts  of  the  same  country,  which,  though  alto- 
gether different  in  their  external  characters,  may  be  true 
equivalents  of  each  other,  to  be  reconciled  by  men  who 
have  only  studied  them  in  books  ?  or  how  can  men  claim 
to  have  their  opinions'  confided  in  respecting  the  tendency, 
direction,  and  quality  of  metalliferous  veins,  or  the  probable 
existence  of  coal  measures,  upon  which  the  outlay  of  great 
capitals  depends,  who  have  never^been  down  in  a  mine, 
.and  have  studied  minerala  only  from  cabinet  specimens? 
In  geology  no  learning  can  supply  the  place  of  experience. 
A  geologist  may  be  an  indifferent  analyst,  but  certainly  no 
man  should  be  presumed  a  geologist  merely  because  be  is 
a  learned  chemist  or  a  profound  mathematician.  Such  an 
important  trust,  therefore,  as  is  comprehended  in  the  geo* 
logical  survey  of  a  State,  should  be  confided  only  to  mtn 
of  long-approved  experience. 

I  have  thought  these  observations  not  out  of  place,  be- 
cause, in  the  incipient  encouragement  now  given  to  geo- 
logy by  some  of  the  State  Governments,  and  which  will 
probably  lie  done  by  all  of  them,  it  is  important  that  the 
few  individuals  in  the  country  who  have  the  requisite  ex- 
perience, should  not  be  overlooked  in  favor  of  others,  who 
are  perhaps  not  aware  themselves  of  the  extent  of  prac- 
tical experience  required  to  make  any  man's  labors  valuable, 
and  worthy  of  being  transferred  to  geological  maps  of  the 
countries  they  survey.  It  must  be  evident  that  a  geological 
map  uf  any  country,  upon  which  all  the  important  mineral 
and  metallic  deposites  should  be  accurately  laid  down,  with 
their  direction,  extent,  and  other  important  incidents  be- 

*  Mr.  William  Smith,  who  hns  received  the  firei  Woolaston  fold 
medal  fr  m  ihe  Ge()lr>cical  Society  of  London,  was  a  mioersl  mirvevor, 
and  the  author  of  ihc^rirf  geological  map  of  bngland. 


longing  to  them,  would  be  of  great  value.  How  mucb, 
then,  does  it  concera  the  interesfts  of  the  United  8uta^ 
that  rational  estimates  of  the  national  reeoarces,  aitfa  4 
those  infallible  indications  which  should  precede  iotsiiHi 
improvements,  and  whatever  else  appertains  to  a  noai- 
ment  of  Auch  singular  importance  to  them  at  a  gsocnl 
geological  map  would  be,  should  be  done  with  the  tttnmt 
accuracy  1  It  seems  called  for  both  by  the  best  intsrati 
and  the  reputation  of  the  country. 

Before  T  close  this  descriptive  portion  of  my  report,  1 
shall  ask  to  present  a  few  remarks  on  the  Arkansai  wH 
Red  rivers,  which  I  trust  will  be  found  somewhat  nitena* 
ing.  Both  these  streams  are  remarkable  for  their  tortaooi 
and  serpentine  courae,  and  for  the  important  defleedBV 
•from  their  courses,  which  can  be  sometime^'^raoed.  IV 
history  of  Red  river  illustrates  well  movements  of  tb 
latter  class.  Prom  the  point  where  it  turns  to  the  cut,  i 
little  north  of  31®  north  latitude,  it  appears  to  have  aos 
flowed  in  a  south  direction  down  the  line  of  the  Atcbli- 
laya,  into  the  bay  bearing  that  name,  in  the  Gulf  of  Vii- 
ico.  '*i'here  is  a  chain  of  lagoons  on  that  line  still  M 
up  with  timber,  and  no  doubt,  when  a  head  was  fanned 
capable  of  resisting  the  current,  it  gave  the  river  its  pRMi 
easterly  direction  into  the  Mississippi.  In  those  reooli 
periods  when  the  False  Washita  and  the  other  tribotni 
of  Red  River  were  working  out  its  channel,  tbe  depoaki 
of  timber  must  have  been  immense,  not  only  filfiog  ib 
channel  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  as  I  have  suppoaed,  bit 
rafting  up  its  present  channel  as  low  down  as  its  ptoBt 
mouth  in  the  Mississippi.  The  remains  of  those  aodesi 
rafts  are  still  to  be  seen  near  its  mouth,  adheriDftoib 
banks,  the  main  body  having  rotted  away,  and  passed  tlon 
with  the  current,  to  the  point  where  the  operaliom  oaB* 
menced  of  clearing  out  the  present  raft.  But  ervn  net, 
such  is  tbe  abrasion  produced  by  the  river,  that  the  asitti 
accumulation  of  timber  at  the  head  of  the  great  nl  ii 
very  great,  and  the  consequent  inundations  from  back  viW 
very  injurious.  When  the  great  work  of  cutting  tfaan^ 
out  is  accomplished,  an  immense  quantity  of  rich  iff^ 
will  be  brought  to  their  true  value,  and  the  salotarityof  A( 
country  much  improved.* 

These  chains  of  lagoons  are  found  both  on  the  norti  i^ 
south  sides  of  Red  river,  and  are  amongst  the  iraow^ 
causes  of  the  insalubrity  of  the  climate  during  carta 
months.  The  past  summer  was  intensely  hot  and  Aji 
and  one  of  these  large  lagoons,  near  Lost  Prairie,  oa  lb 
Mexican  side  Of  Red  river,  a  beautiful  tract  of  land  a«K 
which  I  passed,  had  experienced  no  much  evapocalia 
that  it  could  not  preserve  its  fish ;  the  water  became  ^dij* 
and  incapable  of  sustaining  them,  and  they  were  fl^iBI 
dead  on  ihe  surface. 

The  course  of  the  Arkansas  is,  in  like  manner,  a^ 
to  constant  change,  as  a  small  circnmstance  will  lead  t*^ 
deflection  of  this  noble,  but  loo  uncertain  stream.  *f^ 
lodgment  of  a  tree  will  be  the  commencement  of  aharltrt 
will  throw  tbe  current  to  the  other  side,  whldi,  beatiBf 
against  a  low  and  weak  part  of  the  opposite  allnriai  baoki 

♦When  Captain  Shreve,  so  much  distinguished  for  his  skill  and  <^ 

?'ence  in  removing  this  raft,  came  upon  the  ground  in  ihaspoif^ 
833y  he  found  it  diesd  water  in  Red  river  fur  forty  miles  beiov  v 
timljers  which  formed  the  raft,  and  which  then  extended  uptb«if^ 
for  at  least  one-hundred  and  cUt  miles.  Alwut  vn^  tUid  of  tli«*^ 
face  of  the  river  was  occupied  wufa  dead  Umbei*,  and  BttsiSBWii* 
ialanUij  had  been  formed,  on  which  trees  and  t)ushea  iHnv  ciwa( 
There  were  a  great  many  bajoiis  and  low  places,  by  which  «•*>* 
of  the  river  was  led  to  various  lagoons  and  swamps,  oace  (ke  aapaa 
bed  of  the  river :  ibeae  he  stopp«i  up  with  timber  taken  fnsD  (keaa 
and,  confining  the  stream  to  na  old  channel,  produced  a  coiraK  * 
three  miles  an  liour.  The  general  depth  of  the  river  was  tin*?  ■* 
fo^  but  in  other  pans  where  mud  banks  existed,  the  depik  ns  m( 
fifteen.  Ah  aoon  as  the  raft  was  sufflcieotly  cut  out  to  recare  t  p 
current,  these  were  swept  away,  and  an  average  depih  oftew?*? 
feet  produced.  During  the  Arsi  epasou  he  succeeded  is  awM'JJ 
about  seventy  miles, and  there  is  every  reason  to  belisTe tbtf  is* 
course  of  ISSoCapUin  Shreve  will  have  openM  a  focd  s«ww" 
navigation  the  entire  length  of  th<)  raft.| 
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nrill,  in  a  short  time,  if  the  bank  happeni  to  form  a  reach 
bere,  wear  its  way  through,  leaving  an  island  and  a  chain 
\t  lagoons  in  its  old  bed.  Tn  the  Ticinlty  of  the  Mammelle 
noantain  is  an  immense  swamp,  through  part  of  which  I 
»aased,  and  which  contains,  perhaps,  thirty  thousand  acres, 
rhe  timber  on  each  side,  being  much  killed  by  the  water, 
tands  dead  in  innumerable  lofty  bare  masts,  forming  a 
»ctuiv  of  perfect  desolation.  The  cypress,*  tbe  cotton-, 
rood  poplar,  j-  and  the/}opu/u#  monilifcra,  the  hackberry,t 
he  triple-thomed  acacia,  §  and  many  other  trees,  attain  an 
mmense  size  here.  The  lagoons  in  this  swamp  extend 
or  sereral  miles  where  the  old  bed  of  the  river  was ;  wild 
;ecee,  ducks,  and  other  aquatic  birds,  are  here  in  ineredh* 
>le  numbers,  as  well  as  swans  occasionally.  Nothing  can 
m  more  nngular  than  the  aspect  of  the  trees  in  this  wild 
ilaoe.  Their  trunks  appeared  to  be  painted  red  for  about 
Ifteeo  feet  irom  the  ground ;  at  that  height  a  perfectly  level 
rd  line  extended  through  the  whole  forest,  marking  the 
ise  of  the  waters  at  the  last  great  inundation,  which  oc- 
urred  in  June,  1833,  when  the  Arkansas  rore  thirty  feet. 
Millions  of  acres  of  rich  bottom  land  of  these  countries  are 
li\ia  rendered  useless,  and  can  never  be  brought  to  their 
ntrinsic  value  but  by  levees,  constructed  at  particular 
K>int9,  to  keep  out  the  waters  from  the  direct  course  of  the 
iver,  and  the  back  waters  of  the  bayous  that  empty  into 
be  river.  Uvtil  measvres  of  this  kind  are  taken,  these 
listricts  wilt  be  a  nuisance  to  the  settlers,  both  in  respect 
if  their  insalubrity,  and  their  being  the  resort  of  the  nu- 
nerooa  gangs  of  wolves  which  infest  the  country.  I  spent 
me  night  in  the  swamp  alluded  to,  that  of  the  22d  No- 
rember  last.  The  thermometer  had  fallen  to  24°  Fihren- 
leity  and  strong  ice  was  making.  The  noise  made  by  the 
nccssont  howling  and  yelling  of  these  animals  exceeded 
my  thing  I  had  ever  heard,  eome  barking  in  one  tone, 
oipe  screaming  in  another,  as  if  each  was  suffering  bodily 
win.  This  uproar  is  generally  loudest  Just  before  the  sp- 
irottch  of  day,  and  appears  intended  as  a  signal  for  strag- 
jera  to  come  into  the  wildemesi^  where  they  usually  crouch 
luring  the  day. 

From  this  point  of  the  river  down  to  its  mouth,  a  dis- 
ince  of  about  three  hundred  miles,  a  fine  opportunity  pre' 
enta  itself  of  studying  not  only  the  structure  of  this  vast 
ody  of  rich  alluvial  land,  but  of  the  action  of  the  river, 
nd  I  psflsed  a  week  in  following  it  to  its  junction  with  the 
liMsidppi,  landing,  and  examining  the  country  at  many 
Bieresting  points.  The  whole  line  presents  a  succession 
f  reaches,  sand  bars,  and  mutations,  produced  In  the  man- 
er  I  have  before  mentioned,  and  the  serpentine  course  thus 
Btabltshed  doubles  the  distance.  Its  general  course  to  the 
Ciasisaippi  is  southeast,  but  It  is  constantly,  every  five  or 
ix  miles,  describing  curves,  and  following  the  direction  of 
DOtfawest  and  northeast.  The  channel  is  thus  alternately 
n  tbe  right  and  left  bank  ef  the  river,  ^metimes  an  ex- 
9Tk%Wt  sandy  beach  will  project  itself  from  the  opposite 
bore,  and  just  so  far  into  the  channel  as  to  render  it  vety 
ilficuft  to  get  overl  with  a  boat  drawing  three  feet.  These 
eaches  sometimes  coTcr  more  than  fifty  acres  of  land,  and 
re  thrown  up  by  the  stream  as  it  abrades  tbe  banks  at 
\e  foot  of  which  it  runs.  The  banks  being  thus  oonsUntly 
odermined  by  the  action  of  the  river,  immense  masses  of 
tnber,  together  with  the  lofty  canes,  twenty  to  twenty-five 
»et  high,  that  grow  up  with  it,  fall  into  the  river  with  the 
arth  ab«>ut  their  roots,  and  thus  at  the  same  time  form  the 
naga  and  sawyers  which  embarrass  the  stream,  and  a 
oint  of  resistance  which  gives  a  new  direction  to  it. 


*  CnpressB  distlcbs.  t  PopuluB  angulsta. 

T  CeUifl  iniegrifolia.  i  Acscia  trlacanthos. 

f|  Some  conception  mar  be  formed  of  the  difflculiies  which  first  aet- 
era  have  to  contend  with  in  these  frontier  aettlenienta,  V)y  stating  that 
very  rpspectable  inhabitant,  who  resides  about  fify  miles  west  of 
Itile  Rocic,  absolutel  V  rode  on  horseback,  with  his  bride,  to  visit  some 
lends,  op  tho  bed  of  the  Arkansas  river  twu  bandied  miles,  fonUag 
te  river  from  »nd  bar  to  aand  bar. 


Sometimes,  during  the  great  freshets  which  descend  from 
the  upper  country,  the  river  not  only  breaks  through  the 
reaches  of  land  which  jut  out  into  the  river,  but  absolutely 
gets  under  the  extensive  sand  beaches,  and,  lifting  them 
up  above  the  general  level  of  the  country,  depositee  there 
upon  it.  In  this  way,  I  have  observed  considerable  por- 
tions of  rich  plantations,  distant  several  hundred  yards  frorii 
the  edge  of  the  river,  buried  several  feet  deep  beneath  a 
barren  sand.  At  other  times,  the  freshets  plough  the  whole 
of  the  vegetation  up  from  tbe  ground  for  thirty  or  forty 
acres,  and  depostte  it  in  a  mass,  with  all  its  ttmlter,  upon 
some  beach  lower  down.*  This  is  the  general  character 
of  the  Arkansas  as  I  have  observed  it  for  several  hundred 
miles,  and  T  have  been  told  by  those  who  have  visited  it 
nearer  to  ita  sources,  that  it  has,  in  some  plaeea,  abraded 
the  whole  surface  of  the  country  for  several  miles  in  width. 

These  abrasions  are  more  interesting  to  the  geologist 
than  to  the  planter,  for  the  freah  fracture  enables  him  to 
trace  for  great  distances  the  party-colored  depoaitea,  alter- 
nating with  each  other,  some  white,  some  red,  some  gray, 
and  often  intermixed.  Borne  parts  of  the  banks  are  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  feetbigh,  and  aa« 
sume  an  important  appearance  In  a  country  where  much 
of  the  surrounding  land  is  at  a  low  dead  level.  About  fift/ 
miles  from  Little  Rock  the  Red  Pine  bluffs  occur,  which 
the  river  is  fast  wearing  down.  Twenty  miles  lower  down 
'are  similar  blolTs  of  a  lighter  color,  called  the  White  blufii^ 
and  about  thirty  miles  lower  down  are  the  Pine  Uufls, 
which  are  higher  than  the  others.  At  the  Red  Pine  blufii 
there  is  a  bed  of  limestone,  seen  at  low  water,  formed  of 
broken  down  oyster  shells,  like  those  in  tbe  Saline  river. 
This  is  the  only  calcareous  deposite  within  my  knowledge 
in  the  banka  of  the  Arkansas  east  of  Little  Rock,  except 
one  I  afterwards  saw  in  the  high  banks  at  the  post  of  Ar* 
kansas.  They  all  present  a  fine  atudy  of  fioviatile  depositee^ 
not  only  in  the  party-colored  seems  of  the  old  banks,  but 
where  they  are  at  preaent  forming  on  the  surfaoe  of  tha 
country. 

This  immense  river  has  its  sources  six  or  seven  hundred 
miles  apart.  Its  southernmost  branch,  the  aouth  fork  of  tha 
Canadian,  receives  streams  which  rise  near  the  thirty-fourth 
degree  of  north  latitude ;  its  most  northerly  source  is  from 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  between  89°  and  40° ;  and  its  moat 
eastern  sources,  including  the  heads  of  the  Verdigris,  Ne- 
osho, and  Illinois,  rise  about  38°  north  latitude,  at  least  six 
hundred  miles  from  the  central  and  principal  sources  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  The  southernmost  sources  flow  through 
an  ancient  deposite  of  red  argillaceous  matter  for  several 
hundred  miles,  and  it  is  this  which  colors  the  Canadian  and 
iu  branchca.  Tho  western  and  northern  aourcee  bring 
down  mineral  matter  of  different  colors,  but  to  the  east  the 
aourcee  take  their  rise  in  a  high  siliceous  country,  and  their 
mineral  depositee  are  indicative  of  their  oric^in.  The 
branches  of  the  'Arkansas,  included  in  this  area,  are  nu- 
merous ;  the  Illinois,  the  Neosho,  the  Verdigris,  the  Ca- 
nadian and  Its  two  principal  tributaries,  are  all  fine  river% 
and  would  belong  to  the  class  of  most  important  Euro- 
pean streams.  They  are  of  unequal  length,  and,  being 
aeparated  by  great  geographical  distances,  are  subject  to 
increase  their  volume  at  distinct  periods ;  and  this  volume^ 
on  account  of  their  unequal  length,  being  emptied  at  dl»- 
tinct  times  into  the  main  channel  of  the  Arkansas,  the  de- 
positee which  this  last  leaves,  in  its  irregular  progress  to 
the  Mississippi,  are  characteristic  of  the  mineral  suliatancea 
which  its  tribuiariea  and  their  branches  pass  through.  Tha 
Canadian,  which  passes  through  a  red  earth,  hss  always 
dull  red  waters,  like  those  of  Red  river,  arising  still  further 
south.  We  are,  hence,  enabled  to  assign  the  red  depositoa 
to  the  materials  transported   by  that  stream,  v^ilst  tbe 

*  There  is  a  fine  Instance  of  this  at  Moas.  Banaqnss,  about  oae  hua- 
dred  and  forty  milas  from  LHils  Bock. 
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whiter  and  siliceoaa  depoiites  may  be  attributed  to  the 
Boribern  aod  eastern  tributaries,  whose  waters*  includiug 
those  of  the  Poteau,  that  comes  in  further  east,  are  all  more 
ciear.  Those  who  have  had  opportunities  of  observing  the 
ecceoiric  movements  of  floods  of  this  class,  soon  learn  to 
distinguish  what  circumstances,  whether  arising  from  par- 
tiol  eddies,  owing  to  the  change  of  level  produced  in  pe- 
riods of  inundation,  or  from  ordinary  mechanical  causes, 
have  produced  both  the  regulaiity  and  irregularity  of  de- 

Sofittes ;  and  how  it  is  that  blotches  of  mineral  matter,  both 
irga  and  small,  are  found  enclosed  in  depositee  of  a  ho- 
BBOgeneous  character,  differing  from  them,  just  as  the 
whiter  matter  of  the  eastern  branches  of  the  Arkansas, 
brought  down  by  the  Illinois,  is  found  enclosed  in  the  ex- 
tADsive  beds  deposited  from  the  waters  of  the  Canadian.  It 
is  in  the  study  of  phenomena  of  this  character,  where  flu- 
viatile  depositee  are  effected  upon  so  immense  a  scale,  that 
lierh^s  an  explanation  of  many  different  pretensions  of 
mineral  matter^  observed  in  older  indurated  rocks,  may  be 
•vggestad. 

I  observed  many  superficial  deposites  which  had  been 
made,  perhaps  within  ten  years,  by  the  annual  inunda- 
tions :  layers  of  white  clay,  sometimes  of  white  sand,  with 
•ccasional  intermixtures  of  both  superimposed  upon  each 
other,  and  at  times  large  blotchee  of  whitish  clay,  were  en- 
closed in  a  regular  deposite  of  red.  One  day  I  followed, 
for  a  considerable  distance,  an  old  dry  bed  which  the  river 
bad  abandoned  for  a  new  passage  at  the  foot  of  the  right 
bank,  isolating  a  high  ridge  between  the  old  and  new  beds, 
where  the  young  wood  was  beginning  to  grow  very  thick- 
ly, on  a  surface  from  whence  all  the  timber  had  evidently 
been  swept  when  the  new  passage  was  made.  The  inun- 
dation of  June,  1833,  had  deposited  about  an  inch  of  dull 
red  argillaceous  matter  over  a  great  part  of  this  dry  bed, 
which  extended  many  miles  into  the  country,  and  present- 
ed the  appearance  of  a  reddish  sandy  valley,  about  three 
hundred  yards  broad,  containing  many  accumulations,  of 
sand  and  dead  trees,  the  old  sand  bars  and  sniigs.  Every 
thing  bore  a  very  desolated  aspect ;  it  was  a  huge  chasm  to  , 
•ppearance,  furrowed  out  through  a  flat  country  by  the 
temporary  passage  of  a  great  river,  which  had  not  left  a 
drop  of  water  behind  it.  I  saw  no  symptoms  of  animal 
existence,  except  the  track  of  a  solitary  deer,  and  a  few 
turiey  buzzards  wheeling  about  in  the  air,  and  scanning 
the  surface  in  their  characteristic  manner,  in  search  of  car- 
rion. Upon  the  edges  of  some  of  these  ancient  banks  of 
(he  river  are  several  Indian  mounds,  with  trees  sometimes 
growing  on  them,  some  of  them  about  five  hundred  years 
old :  great  quantities  of  Indian  arrow  heads  are  strewed 
around*  made  of  the  siliceous  mineral  of  the  Washita  hills, 
and  some  have  been  found  buried  several  feet  beneath  the 
surface  ^  facts  which  show  that  this  alluvial  country,  which 
was  possessed  by  a  few  bands  of  the  Quapaws  when  the 
whites  first  began  to  occupy  it,  has  been  inhabited  by  the 
aborigines  at  a  very  distant  period. 

It  will  perhaps  not  be  found  impossible  hereafter  to  as- 
sign approximately  some  limit  to  that  period,  when  the  set- 
tlement of  the  country  shall  bring  other  data  forward,  which 
connect  themselves  with  the  geology  of  the  country.  It  is 
true,  the  deposites  made  by  the  annual  inundations  are 
naturally  too  irregular  and  variable  to  afford  systematic 
data  for  the  computation  of  a  period  for  the  origin  of  these 
fluviatile  beds ;  but  whenever  a  careful  inquiry  of  this  kind 
is  made,  it  will  be  found  important  to  note  them  very  ac- 
curately. It  would  not  be  a  difficult  undertaking  to  calcu- 
late the  approximative  amount  of  sedimentary  matter 
brought  down  annually  by  the  Arkansas,  or  any  of  the 
turbid  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi.  The  main  rise  of  the 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  caused  by  the  melting  of  the  snows 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  usually  takes  place  in  June  ;  and 
these  riven  are  irregularly  swollen  dqring  the  winter  and 
spring,  months  by  rain  :  at  these  timet  they  be«r  along  the 


greatest  quantity,  of  solid  matter  towards  the  oooth  of  thi 
Mississippi,  consigning  it  to  the  ocean,  which  ineeti  the 
depositee  and  distributes  it  into  levels^,  to  be  probibly  Ud 
dry  at  some  future  day,  as  the  alluvial  plains  I  have  baa 
speaking  of  have  alrea(|)r  been.  The  lowest  state  «f  tbi 
Arkansas  occurs  during  the  months  of  July  to  No^embtf, 
inclusive.  During  a  portion  of  this  time,  it  it  orta  oot 
navigable  from  the  Mississippi  to  Little  Rock.  At  tin 
stage  of  the  water^  the  current  is  «luggish^  ths  watci  qoai* 
stagnant,  and  the  solid  matter  held  in  suspension  very  tii- 
fling,  although  always  sufficient  to  tinge  the  water.  Act 
of  experiments  might  be  conducted,  showiag  the  dmb 
quantity  of  sedimentary  matter  brought  annually  down  di- 
ring  the  rises  of  the  river,  and  during  the  low-water  paiodi 
Furnished  with  the  cubic  quantity  of  solid  iBattirtiiiiab> 
tained,  and  applying  it  as  a  divisor  to  the  whole  qaniity 
of  fluviatile  depoeite  contained  in  the  entire  alhinil  m^ 
we  might  approximately  aasign  a  chrooulogical  peood  k 
the  origin  of  these  rivers,  the  commeoceaentof  tbwdepoi' 
lies,  aod  the  withdrawal  of  the  ocean  fitMD  these  coostn. 
The  period  of  their  fitness  to  receive  the  human  race  oiilbt 
thus  be  found  to  accord  with  particular  indicatiou  of  the 
existence  of  the  aboriginal  race.* 


*  I  would  mpecifully  suggest  to  the  officers  in  garrison  oi  tbe  te 
tferposts  on  the  rivers  I  have  named,  especial  Ijr  those  at  F^  Tons, 
on  Red  river,  Fort  Gibson,  near  the  Arkaasas,  FwvLeateB«aih,B 
the  Mtsaoori,  Foit  Snelling,  Jefferson  Barracks^  and  Baton  BoaBi,a 
the  Miaaissippi,  to  Institute  experiments  with  this  view,  li  vooHfei 
Important  to  nave  ^^em  conducted  In  varioas  places,  near  tlwaiRa 
of  the  great  riveiv,  immediately  below  the  mouths  of  their  mfsate 
tributaries,  and  at  points  near  to  where  the  ^reat  rivers  dimabopi 
We  Bhoula  thns  In  time  posecas  statements  of  Uie  accmiBliiiBgRh} 
contents  held  by  these  streams  in  their  ptmntcss  to  the  ocetB,iH  It 
able  to  give  them  a  very  extensive  appUcaiion.  Since  mV  a»a»,9i 
as  this  report  was  going  to  the  presa,  1  bare  seen,  for  the  Bmti2ie.s 
interesting  paper  by  Leonard  Hrtroer,  Esq.,  a  dtsttogviAed  neets 
sf  the  Geological  Society  of  London,  *'  on  the  amovnt  ttf  aoUdons 
suspended  in  the  water  of  the  Bhine,"  which,  in  the  hope  itoife^ 
courage  gentlemen  in  the  army  to  undeitake  the  experimestl  ei« 
rscommended,  I  rtiall  append  to  this  note. 

"  The  attention  of  geologiats  has  been  more  paKlicolarlv  dincwj 
late  to  the  importance  of  aaceitalning  the  quantity  of  solid  oalter^ 
in  suspension  In  the  watw  of  different  rlvera>  as  aflbrding  a  aMffi 
of  ihe  amount  of  abraded  atone  traosponed  to  the  aea,  tfaift  m  caafr 
tute-the  materials  of  new  ptFatai,  nuw  in  Tsngresa  of  fbnnaiioQ. 

**  During  a  late  residence  at  Bonn,  I  becan  a  series  of  nmrioss 
on  the  quantity  of  solid  matter  sttspendnl  in  tbe  water  of  ueBbft 
in  that  pan  or  its  course.  Several  interruptions  prevented  at  w 
advancing  beyond  the  first  9tepe  of  my  prc^xised  inquiry;  btsto^ 
no  immediate  prospect  of  being  able  to  resume  ii,I  veauie  to w 
even  this  small  contribution  to  science,  as  the  fiacis  I  fscertussiar 
not  be  considered  without  value. 

**  I  made  two  sets  of  observations,  the  oae  ia  the  month  a  vV^ 
and  the  other  In  November.  The  apparatus  I  used  was  myaspfc 
but  answered  the  purpose  peifecily ;  as  it  may  be  consuocMd  iij 
very  short  time,  and  almost  in  any  situation,  tho  hciltty  of  atf*! 
tire  observations  ought  to  increi«e  the  chance  of  ocbenuf  ttoi^. 
sort  tjeing  made  elsewhere.    It  consisted  of  a  scone  bonis,  capwij 


weight  u>uched  the  ground,  the  m«uth  of  the  boule  might  beawj>^ 
sired  distance  from  the  bottom  of  die  river.  A  rope  was  aiaeiN* 
the  ear  or  handle  of  the  bottle,  by  which  it  was  let  dows,aBd«si]>! 
was  fastened  to  the  corlc  As  siion  assbe  bottle  had  reached  m* 
lined  posiiioni  the  cork  was  withdrawn  by  means  of  tbe  ^r^i"* 
bottle  became  filled  with  the  water  at  that  particular  dep(t.in*" 
then  instantly  drawn  up.  The  water,  sa  soon  as  dnwa  op,  sm e^ 
tied  into  glass  Jan,  on  which  I  had  previously  marked  a  cenaia  W0f 
ure.  The  quantUy  of  water  on  wh  ich  I  Intended  to  operate  «« *  P* 
bic  foot,  or  1,000  ounces^  and  I  collected  it  at  dMfeTem  liflM;  *1^ 
stance*  after  ons-thiiti  of  a  cuMc  foot  had  stood  in  ths  jsn  t"*"*} 
days,  I  drew  off  the  clear  water  with  a  svjphon,  and  axK>lb<r  t^* 
water,  fresh  taken  frtwti  the  river,  was  added  to  the  sedisiatf  Jj»j 
the  bottom  of  the  jars  from  the  first :  that  was  allowed  v^^f^? 
clear  water  was  again  drawn  offi  and  the  last  third  was  add^ >■* 
same  way.    When  this  had  stoud  a  sufficient  lencth  of  (toie,  thUP; 


mulaied  sediment  was  removed  to  an  evanoratfng  dish,  (a 
saucer  will  do  quite  as  well,)  and  carefully  dried  in  a  «ei^  **'' 


The  dried  mass  was  the  amount  of  solid  muter  held  in  suhkoi'bb'' 
a  cubic  foot  of  water,  and  now  in  the  state  of  Inducted  nrao- 

"Pirtt  tet  of  ob80rwUian9.—The  water  was  Ukeo  at  thsa|*» 
of  one  hundreil  and  sixty-five  feet  from  the  left  bank,  aod  «i  f  *f° 
of  six  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  river^  the  total  depth  of  t^^Jf^J 
thai  place  being  thirteen  ieet.  It  wasinthemonthof  AuE«M>^ 
Rhine  was  unusually  low.  The  water  in  the  river  had  ayello"*^^ 
and  was  turbid ;  uiken  up  in  a  glass,  it  was  like  the  Kiev  rirs  st^- 
in  London,  after  rain.  The  residuum,  when  dried  is  w  o*^ 
aljove  naentioned,  weighed  31.10  grains.  It  was  of  a  t^2J,-*Z 
ish  brown  color,  smooth  to  the  leel,  not  griuy  ^  and  it  eOr^f^ 
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AiDiiB0it  the  mAft  inteiMtiog  r«talu  of  my  bte.  tour,  I 
DMiAt  cnumeratfl,  fir«i : 

TIm  wtablisbmont  of  the  f«ct,  from  pewonal  obiervation, 
of  there  beings  in  the  State  of  Missouri  tod  tbe  Territory 
df  Arkentts,  au  emouat  of  tbe  ores  of  lead  ond  iron,  of  aa 
BXceUsoi  quoiity,  not  ouly  more  than  adequate  to  any  esU- 
BMia  q{  the  domestic  coosumption  of  this  nation,  but  such 
ae  maj  justify  the  expectation  tbat  it  will  lorm  an  impor- 
(•at  eleaieni  hereafter  of  commercial  exportation  from  that 
pATt  of  tbe  wodd.  When  it  is  considered  that  the  sulphuret 
of  lead  forms,  as  de^ribed  in  this  report,  such  an  impor* 
tani  portion  of  the  solid  roc  k  at  one  point,  and  that  it  ex- 
bU»  in  an  equally  profuse  manner,  perhaps,  through  va- 
rious points  (or  a  distance  of  five  or  six  hundred  miles,* 
Lhia  language  will  pot  bo  deemed  extravagant. 

UQt  looking  forward  to  the  future  prospects  of  these  re- 
gioDS  in  the  mining  branches  of  industry,  who,  that  has 
had  but  a  glimpse  of  thise  fertile  alluvial  territories  to  the 
•outb,  penetrated  by  so  many  thousands  of  miles  of  river 

briskly,  but  was  not  vihoWj  dissjlved,  when  diluted  muriaiic  acid 
wasfKniivd  upon  it.  In  appearance  and  propeniea  It  wasundistin* 
KutahaUt  from  the  locn  [a  yellowish  simj  loam]  of  the  Rhine  valley. 

"  ▲  cubic  fool  oTdiMiUc'd  waierWei^s  437,500  eraina;  therefore,  the 
tolfd  matier  amounted  to  tliQ  one  iwfniy  ihousana  seven  hundred  and 
ih\nw-6mrth  pan  of  the  cubic  foot  of  water. 

**  Second  0€i  q^o^rMUMVM— The  water  was  taken  up  in  the  mid- 
ale  of  the  nver,  and  fr-.ni  about  a  f  "ot  below  the  .'surface.  It  waa  iho 
rnomt)  of  Norember.  and  a  sreat  desil  of  rain  had  thiien  some  time  be- 
bea  mod  duruiji  ttie  obMrvations.  The  Rafoa  wai  of  a  deep  yellow, 
sad  more  uvbid  ihaa  in  August;  but  when  taken  up  in  a  glase,  it  was 
noc  very  ditlerent  in  appearance  frt»m  what  it  hacTlieen  then.  The 
cubic:  fool  of  water,  in  place  of  belne  collected  on  three  dlSterent  oc- 
casions, was  taken  up  on  seven  diflbreot  day^,  with  intervals  of  three 
oars  between  each. 

*  The  residitum,  when  dried  in  the  same  mnnner,  welched  ihlrty- 
(v» grains,  which  is  the  one  twelve  ihouaaod  five  hundredth  part  of 
mailer  in  one  cubic  foot  of  the  water. 

"  It  was  my  iulcntion  to  have  repeated  these  observations  at  dlfltr- 
em  seasons  of  the  year,  v*  have  made  a  profilf*  of  the  bed  of  the  river 
[foin  ahore  to  shore  at  Boun,  und  to  have  asceriaineJ  the  velocity  at 


(rfish  my  dt^Liis. 

"  Tbp  above  experiments  show  that  the  quantity  of  9i>l id  mailer  sue- 
pientled  in  water,  which,  in  the  maw,  h»s  a  turbid  appearancPfrfiiay  lie 
wwy  Irifltns.  But  the  exuiit  of  the  waste  of  the  laucl,  and  of  the  solid 
maieriHlfl  carried  to  the  st-a,  which  even  such  minute  quanthies  indi- 
cate, ia  Ur  areaier  than  we  oiisht  be  led  lo  imagine  possible  from  such 
rractii  i-*;-  It  is  onlv  ivhea  wc  taWe  into  account  the  groat  volume  of 
water  c  *ii8taoily  rolling  aloner,  ami  the  proiligious  muUiplving  jxjwer 
if  time,  that  we  are  able  to  discover  the  magnitude  of  theofiemtions  of 
this  eilent  but  unceasing  agency.  In  the  absence  of  mora  accurate 
latm  for  n\y  calculations,  for  the  sake  of  showing  how  large  an  extent 
)f  wast*'  is  indicated  by  water  holding  no  more  solid  niatior  in  suspen* 
lion  than  is  su/Ticient  to  disturb  its  inmsparency,  I  shall  assume  that 
the  Rhine  at  I>.)im  has  a  meau  auni.ul  breadth  of  twelve  hundred  feet, 
ft  meen  denth  throu«;hoiit  the  year  of  fifteen  feet,  and  that  the  mean 
velocity  of  all  part.M  of  ihp  stream  is  two  miles  and  a  half  per  hour. 
Theae  assumptions  ure  probably  not  far  distant  from  the  imih.  I  shall 
take  llie  average  ain»iunt  of  B<ilid  matter  in  suspension  lo  be  twenty- 
eiffhCcTaius  in  every  cubic  fitot  of  the  water 

^  U  we  suppose  a  mass  of  water  of  a  foot  in  thickness,  15  feet  in 
lepth,  and  l,*iU)  feet  in  lenstb,  we  shall  have  a  column  across  the  riv- 
sr  containing  IV^K)  cubic  feel;  and  lS,tU)  multiplied  by 28  givee 
tOI^OOO  crains  of  solid  matter  in  thai  column. 

"  A  cubic  foot  of  distilled  waier  welL-Ij  4-37,500  grains;  and,  if  we 
;ake  tllo  ml  id  mailer  as  having  a  specific  gravity  of  2.50,  a  cubic  foot 
>f  it  wmiM  wclgli  1 ,003,750  grains. 

■  "  If  till'  river  run  with  a  mean  velocity  of  two  miles  and  a  half  in  the 
i0ur,  1  '^,'300  such  columns  would  pass  a  line  stretched  arrues  the  rlvpr 
rvery  hour,  and316/4X)  such  columns  every  twenty -four  hours :  (1,760 
rardfl  in  a  mile  equal  to  6,230  f«et  multiplied  by  2}  equal  to  13,'2U0.  and 
3,900  multiplied  by  W  equsl  to  316,800.) 

•"IfaieJSOO  columns  be  muLtiplieil  by  604,000  grains,  and  the  pro- 
luct,  159,667,200,000,  be  divided  by  1.093,750.  (the  number  of  grains  in 
I  cubic  foot  of  the  solid  matter,)  wh  have  145,980  cubic  feet  of  stone 
carried  down  by  the  Rhine  nasi  the  iinaidnary  Hue  every  twenty-four 
KHirs— a  mass  grater  in  bulk  than  a  solid  tower  of  masonry  sixty  feel 
iquare,  and  forty  feet  in  height.  If  we  multiply  14o.9d0  by  365,  we 
lave  1,973,433  cubic  yards  carried  down  in  the  year;  and  if  this  pro* 
;esa  has  been  going  on  at  the  same  rate  for  the  last  two  thousand 
foais  -and  there  la  no  evidence  that  the  river  has  undergone  any  ma- 
erial  change  during  that  period— then  the  Rhine  must,  in  that  time, 
WTe  carried  down  materials  sufficitni  to  form  a  stratum  of  stone  of  a 
rard  thick,  extending  over  an  area  more  than  thirty-six  miles  square. 
Bow  much  further  back  we  may  leeitimaiely  carry  our  calculations, 
i  leave  it  to  iboee  to  fix  who  consider  that  there  are  any  data  to  enable 
IS  even  to  guess  at  what  epoch  the  Rhine  was  different  from  what  it 
vrm  is,  either  in  respect  of  the  vulume  or  tl»e  velocity  of  the  stream,  in 
hat  part  of  its  course  at  least  to  which  the  pf^cnt  p^per  refers." 

e  North  to  the  Ouisconsin  country. 
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navigation,  where  fifty  millions— and  a  much  greater  num- 
ber might  be  asserted — of  North  Americans  have  yet  to 
establish  themselves ;  where  the  amount  produced  of  sugar 
and  cotton,  which  excites  the  admiration  of  our  own  day, 
will  be  referred  to  as  the  germ  of  production  hereafter ; 
where,  when  populous  cities,  increased  sliipping,  and  well 
protected  plantations,  shall  have  placed  these  imperfectly 
known  regions  in  the  same  class  with  the  most  powerful' 
portions  of  the  earth  ;  who  can  doubt  but  that  a  part  of 
the  immense  wealth  thus  accumulated  will  be  invested  in 
working  the  inexhaustible  mines  wh^ch  lay,  as  it  were,  at 
the  very  door  of  New  Orleans,  a  city  evidently  destined  to 
rank  hereafter  amongst  the  first  in  the  world  ?  If  one  na« 
tiun  can  ever  permanently  undersell  the  others  in  those 
metals,  it  must  be  one  possessing  mines  from  whence  they 
can  be  extracted  with  equal  facility  as  from  those  in  ques- 
tion, and  exported  with  so  little  charge. 

I  consider  it  also  as  a  result  of  great  importance,  that 
the  extensive  investigations  which  I  have  so  recently  made,' 
have  gone,  without  exception,  to  strengthen  the  opinion  I 
submitted  to  the  Geological  Society  of  London,  in  1828, 
as  to  the  series  of  rocks  in  the  United  States  being  the  na- 
tural equivalent  of  that  observed  in  Europe,  from  whence 
we  may  infer  that  the  causes  which  operated  to  brin^ 
tbe  rocks  there  into  the  particular  order  of  superposition  tfiey 
preserve,  have  operated  here,  and  probably  have  acted  upoo 
the  whole  crust  of  the  earth.  It  is  true  wo  have  not  yet 
found  that  remarkable  portion  called  the  oolitic  formation^ 
lying  above  the  cosl  measures,  but  this  is  only  a  part  of 
the  series ;  and  in  every  country  where  geology  has  hith- 
erto boen  practically  studied,  some  part  or  other  of  tbe  se- 
riea  is  wanting.  At  many  points  of  our  Atlantic  coa.9t, 
including  the  city  of  Washington,  there  is  no  rock  intcr- 
venin;i  between  the  superficial  detritus  and  the  gneiss, 
which  is  Ibe  lowest  rock  but  one  of  the  whr  le  series.  Lo- 
calities, with  imperfect  arrangements  of  this  nature,  ar^ 
like  a  harp,  where,  though  some  of  the  party-colored 
chords  may  be  wanting,  yet  the  rest  are  there,  and  pre- 
serve their  unchangeable  superposition  to  each  other. 
This  correjipondence  of  structure  will  result  in  making  the 
principles  of  the  science  of  geology,  like  those  of  geome- 
try, applicable  everywhere. 

It  is  a  remarkable  drcu instance,  as  I  had  occasion  to  an- 
nounce in  1628,  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  tertiary 
and  subcretaceous  beds  of  the  coast,  nothing  more  recent 
than  the  cual-bearing  series  had  been  found  in  tbe  United 
States.  A  fact  so  unusual  in  a  continent  of  auch  great  ex- 
tent as  North  America,  can  hardly  be  attributed  to  denu- 
ding causes,  and  would  rather  lead  us  to  the  inference  that 
this  part  of  the  globe  has  in  fact  emerged  from  the  ocean 
before  the  continent  of  Europe  did,  and  that,  gcoloffically 
speaking,  in  reference  to  the  history  of  the  earth,  this  has 
very  strong  claims  to  be  called  the  old  world.  If  no  de- 
nuding causes  adequate  to  the  phenomenon  have  been  in 
action,  we  must  either  adopt  that  opinion,  or  suppose  that, 
whilst  other  parts  of  the  sobaqueons  world  were  receiving 
sedimentary  depositee,  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  which  cov- 
ered the  vast  area,  devoid  of  the  entire  oolitic  system,  were 
situated  so  as  not  to  receive  any  sedimeottjy  materials. 
The  opinions  I  communicated  in  1828  have  been  confirm- 
ed by  my  late  tour,  and  strengthen  the  conclusion  to 
which  my  judgment  has  been  for  some  time  coming,  that 
this  continent  is  much  older  than  the  European  continent. 

It  has  not,  however,  been  found  easy  to  suggest  for  the 
duration  of  geological  events,  periods  of  which  our  own 
chronological  methods  shall  be  the  measure.  In  the  other 
hemisphere  it  h^been  found  that  speciea  have  not  changed 
materially  duringvthe  preaent  order  of  things,  which,  aa 
far  as  we  can  judge,  comprehends  the  existence  of,  man, 
and  does  not  include  that  portion  of  time  when  any  of  the 
tertiary  beds  became  dry  land.  There  is  scarcely  any 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  remains  of  roan  have  been  found 
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in  tnuiMtlantic  conntrief  out  of  the  present  ordtr  of  thioge, 
and  none  whatever  in  this  hemisphere.  For  the  prcMuc- 
tion  of  oar  deltas,  it  most  be  evident  that  the  full  measure 
of  our  chronologies  would  be  wanting.  If.  therefore,  du- 
ring so  long  a  period  as  thej  comprehend,  no  material 
changes  have  been  produced  in  species,  we  cannot  but 
infoi  immense  durations  of  time  necessary  to  effect  so 
great  a  progression  in  organic  existence,  as  is  observed 
in  the  difference  between  recent  and  extinct  shells,  ani- 
mals, and  plants  of  the  tertiary  formations.  What  then 
must  be  the  relative  antiquity  of  this  continent,  if  so 
great  t  portion  of  it  became  diy  land  before  the  de- 
position of  the  oolitic  system  in  Europe,  itself  compre- 
handing  phenomena  that  seem  to  set  at  defiance  every  hope 
to  compute  a  rational  duration  of  time  for  their  separate 
production  1 

It  will  be  felt,  also,  as  an  interesting  step  in  the  progress 
of  geological  knowledge,  that  we  shall  be  enabled  berMfler 
lo  trace  with  accuracy  the  littoral  line  so  clearly  made  out 
by  the  subcretaceous  fossils  of  the  same  genera  which  have 
now  been  continuously  found  for  near  two  thousand  geo- 
graphical miles.  It  is  evident  that  the  ocean  retired  cotem- 
poraneously  from  this  line,  either  from  the  deepening  of  its 
bad,  produced  by  distant  causes,  or  from  the  elevation  of 
tha  land ;  and  this  is  the  geological  period  which  may  be 
fixed  for  the  commencement  of  those  great  deltas  of  rich 
alluvial  matter  brought  down  by  the  rivers  alluded  to  in 
this  report,  and  which  are  hereafter  to  form  so  important  a 
portion  of  the  civilized  earth. 

It  remains  for  me  only  to  state  that  I  have  made  ample 
collections  of  minerals  and  geological  specimens  of  the 
oonntries  I  have  visited,  all  of  which,  when  they  reach  this 
dty,  will  be  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  Government, 

The  section  which  accompanies  this  report— ^d  which 
the  state  of  the  arts  in  this  country  well  admitted  of  being  | 


executed  in  a  much  more  credttgUe  manner— pnsuti  Iki 
geological  formations  which  occur  from  the  Neir  Imrnf 
coast,  on  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  Bed  river,  on  the  Mcwin 
confines,  along  an  inflected  line  of  about  one  theowDd  tt 
hundred  miles,  which  I  have  personally  exanuned.  Tk 
coarse  to  Nashville  is  south  of  west;  thence,  to  LonifiBi^ 
east  of  north;  thence,  to  8t  Louis,  nearly  west;  indtls 
remainder  of  the  section  is  on  a  oouise  weit  of  hqA. 
The  inclined  lines  were  intended  to  repressnt  the  tnantiai 
beds,  and  the  horisontal  ones,  which  come  in  tt  the  Cu* 
berland  mountain,  to  represent  the  horizontality  of  thtev* 
boniferous  limestone.  The  short  lines,  about  ous-fenft 
of  an  inch,  represent  the  localities  where  bitoiiuDOQi  eori 
was  seen.  It  would  not  have  been  practicabia  to  lotnAMi 
a  regular  scale  of  elevationi^  even  had  I  poaieoied  the  ■§• 
terials  for  one.  I  mention  here,  however,  a  few  looBlNi 
by  way  of  approximation.  The  Alleghany  Tid8^  thiw^ 
which  the  Potomac  cuts  west  of  Cumberland,  riseibetwta 
Prankstown  and  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  to  the  ha|kt 
of  two  thousand  two  hundred  feet  above  tide  witsrM 
The  same  ridge,  west  of  Cumberland,  in  Mafrland,  htw 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four  feet  in  height  B^ 
twean  Covington  and  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Ksnaivha  rim 
the  ridge  measures  one  thousand  nine  hundrsdiiidlv 
feet  These  are,  however,  deprsased  points  ickdid  If 
engineers  for  canal  communications.  Many  of  thiflp 
miti  exceed  three  thousand  feet,  and  the  genenl  elmlM 
of  the  ridges  in  the  Arkansaa  Twritory  over  whidi  I  pMsl 
appeared  to  me  somewhat^  though  not  mocb,  inftntrii 
height  to  those  of  the  AUegiuny  ridgss. 
Veiy  rsepectfully, 

a  W.  FEATHEKSTONHAUG^ 

U.   5.  GtobguL 
[The  map  accompanying  the  report  is  necesnrilf  mA* 
ted.] 


LAWS    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES, 


Pamkb  at  tbb  FimtT  Ssaaiov  oi  tbk  Twuitw-fiftb  ComiBsst,  wbtch  was  bbouv  abb  bbu»  at  tbb  CiTt  ot 

WaMIBBTOB^    IB  TBB  DiBTBIOT  OF  CqLVMBIA,    OB  MoBBAT,    TBB  FOVBTB  BAT  OF  SbfTBXBBB,    OBB  TBOVtABB 
BMBT  BUBBBBB  ABB  TBIBTT-  IBTBB. 


An  Bct  to  poBtpoPB  Uio  fourth  JnitalmBnt  of  dapotiU  with 

theStatet. 

Be  a  ttuuUd  by  the  Senate  and  Houh  of  Repreeenia- 
twu  of  Hu  VhiUd  Sta/ee  of  America  in  Congrem  or- 
iem&torf.  That  tho  tnmtet  of  iko  Ibiiith  uutBlmont  of  d*- 
poilto  lUraeted  to  bo  qumIo  with  tho  StBtoB,  andor  tbo  thir- 
MBOtb  fsetioo  of  tho  oel  of  Jimo  twonty-third,  oightoon 
hundrad  and  thirtj-«Zy  ho,  aod  tho  ■omo  it  horaby,  pott- 
poood  till  tho  fiftt  of  Janutiy*  ono  thoatand*  tight  huo- 
dnri  and  thiity-aino:  ProMed^  That  tho  thret  firtt  in- 
italniontt  undor  tho  taid  act  ahali  remain  on  dopoaito  with 
tibft  •talaa  vntil  otharwito  diroeted  bj  Congrttt. 

JAMES  K.  POLK, 
Speaker  of  the  Houh  of  RepreeentaUoee* 
R.  M.  JOHNSON, 
President  of  the  Senate. 
AratoTod,  Oeiobar  3,  1887. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


An  aet  to  rtgnlate  the  feet  of  tbo 

tain 


attonitjt  in  ctr- 


Be  it  enacted^  4«-,  That,  in  all  cattt  of  tzttntiov  of 
h«  time  of  payment  i^bontlt  givtn  for  dotlet  on  importt, 
t  shall  be  according  to  aach  directiont  at  may  be  given  by 
hm  Socretaiy  of  the  Treaenry ;  and  the  eztontion  of  pay- 
D9nt  of  the  old  bond,  or  the  taking  of  a  new  bond,  thell 
m  by  tbt  retpective  eoli«etort,  tubject  to  no  otiwr  charge 
ban  tQch  at  may  be  legally  receivable  on  the  taking  of  an 
riginal  bond,  upon  the  entry  of  merehandite. 

Sec.  S.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  foe  thall 
ecmo  to  any  dtatrict  attorney  on  any  bond  left  with  him 
»r  collection,  or  in  a  tuit  commenced  on  any  bond  for  the 
aoowal  of  which  provtsion  it  made  by  law,  unlett  the 
mriy  or  partiet  thall  neglect  to  apply  for  such  renewal  for 
lore  than  twenty  days  after  the  maturity  of  such  bond. 

Approved,  October  12,  1887. 

An  act  authorising  the  ittue  of  Treatnry  nottt. 

Be  it  enacted,  4«.,  That  the  Prtaident  of  tho  United 
itateo  it  hertby  authorized  to  oaute  Treatnry  notea  for  eneh 
am  or  tamt  at  the  oxigenciet  of  the  Government  may  re- 
Dire,  but  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole  amonnt  of  notet  it- 
aod,  tbo  turn  of  ten  milltont  of  dollava,  and  of  denomin*- 
ODO  not  leet  than  fifty  dollam  for  any  ont  note,  to  be  pre- 
ared,  tigned,  and  iaraed,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  pro- 
idad. 

8ee.  S.  And  be  it  further  enatled,  That  the  taid  Treat- 
ry  notoe,  authoriied  to  bo  ittocd  by  the  ftrst  eeetion  of  this 
it,  ohall  bo  roimbttfted  and  redeemed  by  the  United  Statet 
.  tbo  Treasury  thereof,  after  the  expiration  of  one  year 
i»ni  tho  datet  of  the  taid  notet  letpoetively ;  from  which 
id  datet  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  no  longer,  they 
lall  boar  tuch  intorett  at  thall  be  expretied  upon  the  foce 
'  Ibe  aaid  notet ;  which  rato  of  intorett,  upon  each  several 
KM  of  Ibo  taid  notet^  thall  be  fixed  by  the  Secretory  of 
m  Troaoury,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  approbatian  of 
e  Proaidont;  but  thall  in  no  caao  exeeed  the  rato  of  in- 
Mat  of  aix  per  centum  per  annum.  The  reimburtement 
Mia  provided  for  thall  be  made  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
DiMd  6tatM  to  the  holdert  of  the  taid  notea  rttpectivelyy 


I  upon  presentment,  and  shall  include  the  principal  of  aach 
note,  and  the  interest  which  may  be  due  thereon  at  tho 
time  of  payment.  For  thit  reimburtement  at  the  time  and 
timet  herein  tpedfied,  the  faith  of  the  United  Sutaa  it 
hereby  tolemnly  pledged. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  taid  TiaasL 
uiy  notet  thall  be  prepared  under  the  dirtction  of  the  Seem, 
taiy  of  the  Treatury,  and  thall  be  tigned,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  Sutet,  by  the  Treatnrer  thereof  and  oountoitignad 
by  the  Regitter  of  the  Treatuiy ;  and  that  thote  oflScart  lo- 
tpectively  shall,  as  checks  upon  each  other,  and  to  secufa 
the  public  safety,  keep  separate,  full,  and  accurate  aocounte 
of  the  number,  date,  denomination,  and  amount  of  all  the 
notes  signed,  and  countersigned  by  them  respectively ;  which 
said  account  shall  be  carefully  preterved  and  placed  on  filo 
in  the  Treasury  Department ;  and,  also,  similar  accounts^ 
kept  and  preserved  in  the  same  manner,  of  all  the  said 
notes  redeemed,  as  the  same  shall  be  returned  and  can- 
celled ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  further  account  quarterly 
for  all  such  notes  delivered  to  him  for  signature  or  issoa  by 
the  Register.  The  Treasurer  and  Register  of  the  Treaa- 
ury  are  hereby  authorized,  by  and  with  the  consent  and 
approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  employ 
such  additional  temporary  clerks  as  the  duties  enjoined 
upon  them  by  this  section  may  render  necessary :  Pfv» 
vided  said  number  shall  not  exceed  four,  and  with  a  sal- 
ary not  more  than  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  to 
each  per  annum. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorised,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  tbe  United  Stetet,  to  cause  to  be  issued 
such  portion  of  the  said  Treasury  notes  as  tbe  President 
may  think  expedient,  in  payment  of  debte  doe  by  the  Uni- 
ted Stotes  to  such  public  creditors  or  other  persons  as  may 
choose  to  receive  such  notes  in  payment,  as  aforesaid,  at 
par.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  -further  autho- 
rized, with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stetctf,  to  borrow,  from  time  to  time,  not  under  par,  such 
sums  as  the  President  may  think  expedient,  on  the  credit 
of  such  notes. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Treas- 
ury notes  shall  be  transferable  by  delivery  and  assignment 
endorsed  thereon,  by  the  person  to  whose  order  the  same 
shall;  on  the  fsce  thereof,  have  been  made  payable. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Treas- 
ury notet  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  all  duties  and 
Uxes  laid  by  tbe  authority  of  tbe  United  States,  of  all  pub- 
lic lands  sold  by  the  said  authority,  and  of  all  debte  to  the 
United  Stetes,  of  any  character  whatsoever,  which  may  be 
due  and  payable  at  the  time  when  said  Traosury  notes  may 
be  ofiered  in  payment.  And,  on  every  such  payment, 
credit  shall  be  given  for  the  amount  of  the  principal  and 
interest  which,  on  tbe  day  of  such  payment,  may  be  dna 
on  the  note  or  notes  thus  given  in  payment 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  person 
making  payment  to  the  United  Stetes  in  such  Treasury 
notes,  into  tbe  hands  of  any  collector,  receiver  of  publie 
moneys,  or  other  public  officer  or  agent,  shall,  on  books 
kept  according  to  sudi  forms  at  thall  bo  pratcribed  by  the 
Secretory  of  the  Treatury,  give  duplicate  cartificatet  of  tba 
munbar  and  ratpectlva  amonnt  of  principal  and  Intaraat  of 
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Law$  of  the  United  Staie$, 


each  and  every  Treasury  note  thus  paid  by  such  person ; 
and  every  collector,  receiver  of  public  moneys,  or  other 
public  ufficer  or  agent,  who  shall  thus  receive  any  of  the 
taid  Treasury  notes  in  payment,  shall,  on.  payment  of  the 
same,  receive  credit  both  for  principal  and  interest,  compu- 
ted as  aforesaid,  which  on  the  day  of  such  last  mentioned 
payment  shall  appear  due  on  the  note  or  notes  thus  paid 
in,  and  he  shall  be  charged  for  the  interest  accrued  on  such 
note  or  notes  from  the  day  on  which  the  same  shall  have 
been«received  by  him  in  payment  as  aforesaid,  to  the  day 
on  which  the  same  shall  be  paid  by  him  as  aforesaid. 

9ec.  8.  And  he  H  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
bf  Ae  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  cause  to  be  reimbursed  and  paid  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  Treasury  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  at  the  several  time  and  times  whan  the 
fame,  aeeording  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  should  be 
ihus  reimbursed  and  paid.  And  the  said  Secretary  is  fur- 
ther authorized  to  make  purchases  of  the  said  notes,  at  par, 
for  the  amount  of  principal  and  interest  due  at  the  time  of 
frurchase  on  such  notes.  And  so  much  of  any  unappro- 
priated money  in  the  Treasury  as  msy  be  necessary  for 
that  purpose,  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  paying  the  princi- 
]Mi  and  interest  of  said  notes. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  un- 
appropriated money  in  the  Treasury,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated,  for  deiVayhig  the  expense  of  prrpar- 
ing,  priming,  engraving,  signing,  and  otherwise  incident 
to  the  issuing  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorized  by  thia  act 
See.  10.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person 
■hatl  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause  or  procure 
to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  willingly 
lid  or  assist  in  falsely  making,  forgint^,  or  counterfeiting, 
any  note,  in  imitation  of,   or  purporting  to  be,  a  Treasury 
note  aforesaid ;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause  or  procure  to 
be  falsely  altered,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  In  falsely  alter- 
ing, any  Treasury  note  i8.«*ued  as  aforesaid;  or  shall  pass, 
utter,  or  publish,  or  utiempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as 
true,  any  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited  note,  purporting  to 
be  a  Treasury  note  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  he 
falsely  forged  or  counterfeited,  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  pub- 
lish, as  true,  any  falsely  altered  Treasury  note,  issued  as 
aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  altered,  every 
■neh  person  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony, 
and,  being  thereof  convicted  by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be 
aentenced  to  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  a  pe- 
Hod  not  less  than  three  years,  nor  more  than  ten  years, 
and  he  fineil  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 
Sec.  1 1.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person 
ahall  make  or  engrave,  or  cau&c  or  procure  to  be  made  or 
engraved,   or  shall  have  in  his  custody  or  possession  any 
metallic  plate,   engraved  after  the  similitude  of  any  plate 
from  which  any  notes  iseaed  as  aforesaid  shall  have  been 
printed,  with  intent  to  use  such  plate,  or  to  cause  or  sutler 
the  same  to  be  osed  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the 
notes  issued  ^s  aforeaaid ;  or  shall  have  in  his  custody  or 
possession  any  blank  note  or  notes  engraved  and  printed 
after  the  similitude  of  any  notes  issued  as  aforesaid,  with 
intent  to  nse  auch  blanks,  or  cause  or  suflbr  the  same  to  be 
used  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes  issued  as 
aforesaid;  or  ahall  hove  in  his  custody  or  possession  any 
paper  adapted  to  the  making  of  notea,  and  similar  to  the 
paper  upon  which  any  such  notes  shall  have  been  issued, 
with  intent  to  use  such  paper,  or  cause  or  suffer  the  same 
to  be  used  in  forging  or  Counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes 
issued  as  aforeaaid:  avery  such  person,  being  thereof  con- 
victed by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  im- 
prisoned, and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  a  term  not  less  than 
three,  nor  move  than  ten  yeai%,  and  fined  in  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding five  thousand  dollars. 

Saa«  12.  AndUUfurih^*«imt9di  -That  the Seeretary 


of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autboriied  to  mib 
and  issue,  from  time  to  time,  auch  instructions,  rakt,  ud 
regulations  to  the  several  collectors,  receivers  of  paMicBio* 
neys,  depositaries,  and  all  othftrswho  maybe  aathoriMd  to 
receive  the  said  Treasury  notes  on  behalf  of  and  at  tgecb 
in  any  capacity  for  the  United  States,  as  to  the  ssle-ltcc^ 
ing,  disposition,  return,  and  cancelling  of  the  sakl  oolein 
paid  to  and  received  by  them  respectively,  and  as  to  thar 
accounta  and  returns  to  the  Department  of  all  suehieepifri^ 
aa  may  aeem  to  him  best  calculated  to  promote  the  pobfic 
interests  and  convenience,  and  secnro  the  United  Stitn 
and  the  holders  of  the  said  notea  against  fraods  and  loMt: 
Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  cm- 
strued  aa  to  aathoriie  the  Scentary  of  the TMM17  toil' 
iaaua  any  of  said  notea,  but  upon  the  rstum  ef  said  ngi^ 
or  any  of  tfaton,  fa  the  Treasury,  the  oMna  ahiU  be  canetM 

See.  18.  And  be  it  further  enoeted^  That  it  ihaUK 
mmI  hereby  i%  madn  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  ths  Tia» 
uiy  to  causa  a  statoroent  to  be  publiobcd  monthly,  of  tb 
amount  of  all  Tstaaory  notes  isooed  or  ndeamed  ia  p» 
suanca  of  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  that  tke.ps«vli 
issife  Treaaary  notat,  conferred  on  tha  Presideatofii 
United  States  by  this  act,  shall  caaae naddetiiiiiMHwii 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  eightoen  hundred  and  tbiitf' 
eight. 

Approved,  October  U,  1837. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  oertain  lasvatDthadoiialii 

next  session  of  Congress. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  icti,  « 
provlsiane  eomai&ed  within  any  act,  which,  by  the  taai 
thereof,  are  made  to  expiro  at  the  tormi nation  of  tlie  fat 
session  of  the  tii>aDty-flfth  Congress,  be,  and  the  siocat 
hereby,  declared  to  continue  in  force  to  the  end  of  tb^ 
sesttion  of  Congress  which  ahall  commence,  or  shall  be  ii 
aesrion,  on  the  firat  Monday  of  December,  eighlssD  htfr 
dred  and  thirty-aav«o. 

Approved,  October  13,  1837. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  prsnde  if 
the  payment  of  horses  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  waH^ 
service  of  the  United  States,"  approved  January  18»  \9X^ 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  any  person  who  has  trmid 
over  to  the  service  of  the  United  tStates  his  horse,  snH^ 
bridle,  or  equipments,  by  the  order  of  the«commandiD^s^ 
eral,  or  other  commanding  ofBcer,  shall  be  paid  the  n\m 
thereof;  that  the  claims  provided  fi>r  under  this  act  ihail  bi 
adjusted  by  the  Third  Auditor,  Under  such  rules  as  sbaBki 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  asssatof  ibi 
President.  This  act,  and  the  act  to  which  thiiii* 
amendment^  shall  extend  to  moles  aa  well  ss  to  hon* 
Deoisions  under  thia  act  shall  lie  recorded  as  lhsy•ltl^ 
quired  to  be  reeonded  by  the  att  aforesaid,  and  psyment  ahii 
be  made  as  is  required  by  that  act.  This  act  ahall  fiid'  ^ 
eases  where  any  person  mentioned  in  the  act  le  ahicb  tla 
is  an  amendment  shall  have  died  in  the  aervie^  sod  hii 
horse,  saddle,  bridle,  or  equipments,  shall  have  breo  to*' 
ed  over  to  an  officer,  or  other  person  for  the  benctft  sf  Ai 
United  Siatea,  by  older  of  the  proper  officer  caamudw^ 
and  not  restored  to  the  representative  of  the  decsnaii  € 
paid  for  by  the  United  Stales. 

Approved,  October  14,  1887. 


An  Act  making  farther  appropriations  for  the  year  dfkiM' 

hundred  and  tfairty-aaven. 

Be  it  enacted,  4e.,  That  the  following  ■attsb#,«<* 
tame  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  be  paid  ant  of  saf  v*f 
propriated  money  in  the  Treasury,  ws. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  tho  Bsembeia  of  CoofRi*  '^ 
delegates,  two  hundred  and  forty^aight  tbovsand  ivt  ^ 
dreddoUin^ 
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ham$»ftht  VniUdtUit*. 


[MA  Cox*.  Irt  ant. 


I^r  ftsttiontry,  fuel,  priiitiBg,  and  all  other  eontingient 
f  xmnBM  of  the  Senate,  thirty  thotirand  dollars. 

For  stationary,  fael,  printing,  and  all  other  contingent 
expenMs  of  the  House  of  Represenuti^ea,  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  navy,  as  enumerated 
in  the  set  of  the  third  of  Mareh  last,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  appropriated  by  that  act,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  ateroen  in  for- 
eign eooniries,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  attending  the  prosecution  of 
the  clarm  of  the  TTniCed  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  by 
die  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Treas- 
urer, five  hundred  dollars. 

For  preparing,  printing,  and  binding  docaments  ordered 
by  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  second  July,  eighteen 
hondrsd  and  thirty-six,  twenty-fifth  of  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  the  aeoond  of  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty'seven,  to  be  disbursed  nnder  tho 
direction  of  the  committee  Ui  audit  and-eofUsol  the  -eantin- 
gent  expenses  of  the  Senate,  twenty -five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  etiaeted.  That  if  the  revenue 
from  duties,  or  from  the  sales  of  public  lands,  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  the  receiving  and  collecting  ofBcers,  be  not 
rafficient  at  any  time  to  pay  debentures  and  other  charges 
which  are  by  existing  laws  made  payable  out  of  the  accru- 
ing revenue  before  it  is  transferred  to  the  credit  of  the 
treasurer,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  autho- 
rised to  pay  the  said  debentures  and  other  charges  out  of 
■ny  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  SecreUry 
Af  the  Treesury  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorixed  to  arrange 
md  settle  any  of  the  outstanding  transfer  drafts  given  to 
transfer  moneys  to  the  States  under  the  act  of  twenty-third 
»f  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty <cix,  and  which  have 
tot  been  paid  by  the  depositoriea  upon  which  they  were 
Irawn  or  otherwise  arranged  and  settled  by  the  United 
States,  by  receiving  such  drafts  at  par  in  payment  of  any 
lebu  due  to  the  United  States,  without  any  allowance  of 
interest  for  the  time  the  drafts  have  been  outstanding  and 
lopaid,  or  any  other  allowance  for  interest  or  damages  of 
my  description. 

Approved,  October  16,  1837. 

^n  Act  making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  suppres- 
sion uf  Indian  hostilities  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Be  it  enacttdj  ire.  That  the  further  sum  of  one  million 
ix  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be,  and  the  aame  is 
lereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Tressury 
lot  otherwise  appropriated,  to  defray  any  expensee  which 
lavebeen  or  may  be  incurred,  in  preventing  or  suppress- 
ng  the  hostilities  of  any  Indians ;  to  be  expended  under 
he  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to  the 
icts  of  Congrew  of  the  nineteenth  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
Ired  and  thirty-six,  and  of  the  second  of  July,  eighteen 
londred  and  thirty>six,  and  of  the  acts  therein  referred  to. 

Approved,  October  16,  1837. 

Ln  Act  authorising  a  further  postponement  of  payment 

upon  duty  bonds. 
Be  it  enacted^  Sre.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry 
le,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  to  grant  such  further  ex- 
enaion  of  credit  upon  all  bonds  for  duties  now  outstanding 
s  shall  make  the  whole  extension  of  credit  epon  each  bond 
line  months  from  the  time  when  the  original  bond  became 
ue  and  payable;  making  the  extension  in  each  caae  to  de- 
■end  upon  the  same  conditions  aa  to  additional  security, 
lie  payment  of  interest,  and  other  terms,  which  have  been 


prescribed  by  the  lYeusury  Oepartnant,  to  the  extension 
of  revenue  bon^  since  May  last:  Fromidedf  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  b«  construed  lo  tncluda  any  existmg 
honds  where  the  parties  to  the  ssme  have  not,  since  the 
bonds  becaoM  payable,  given  additional  security,  or  made 
part  payment,  and  are,  by  the  proper  ofBosra^of  the  Govern- 
ment, considered  insolvent,  or  uiMife  securities  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  bonds. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  credit  of  three 
and  six  months  shalf  be  allowed  ob  the  d6ty  of  all  mer- 
chandise which  shall  haw  been  or  may  bo  Imported  M  or 
before  the  fitvt  ^ay  of  Notember  next,  upon  m\AA  thm  du- 
ties are  payaMto  in  equal  instalments,  fai  cash,  and  thai  the 
bonds  received  Ibr  such  duties  shall  be  payable,  bearing  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  a(nd«hall  be 
in  the  fbrm  -anS  opdtt  ths  ooBditionv  pratentMby  isaisliig 
laws  and  by  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  where  the  se- 
curity in  any  bond  which  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be 
postponed,  b  entirely  satisfactory,  the  principal  or  sureties 
in  the  same  shall  not  be  disabled  -  from  being  in  the  mean 
t&mej  Itll  the  period  of  -postponement  provided  for  by  this 
act  expiree,  received  as  principal  or  sureties  in  other  bonds 
for  duties,  notwithstanding  the  bond  first  given  may  not 
have  been  actually  paid,  discharged,  or  extended,  before  or 
on  the  day  it  fell  due :  Fromded,  That  such  principal  and 
auretiea  ahall  be  found,  in  all  other  respects,  safe  and  satis- 
factory security  for  the  funds  to  which  they  may  be  pro- 
posed as  parties. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  operation 
of  all  prior  laws,  andf  paits  of  laws,  so  far  as  inconsistent 
with  this  act,  be  auspended  in  the  particulars  in  which  they 
may  conflict  with,  or  difier  from,  its  provisions,  until  this 
act  shall  cease  by  its  own  limitations. 

Approved,  October  16,  1837. 

An  Act  for  adjuating  the  remaining  claims  upon  the  lata 

deposiie  banks. 

Be  it  enacted,  4rc>  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorixed  to  continue  to  withdraw 
the  public  moneys  now  remaining  in  any  of  the  former  de- 
posite  banka,  in  a  manner  as  gradual  and  convenient  to  the 
institutions  as  shall  be  consistent  with  the  pecuniary  wants 
of  the  Government,  and  the  safety  of  the  funds  thus  to  bs 
drawn;  and  that  no  further  interest  than  that  required  by 
the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  under  which  those  depositee 
were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of  any  bank  which  has  met, 
and  ahall  hereafter  meet,  the  requisitions  of  the  Depart- 
ment. This  proviition  shall  also  extend  to  such  public 
moneys  as  may  remain  in  any  of  the  said  banks,  whether 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  any  disbursing  or  other  public  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thtii  in  case  of  neg- 
lect or  refusal  by  any  of  the  said  banks  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  he  shall 
make  them,  in  conformity  with  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
suits  shall  be  instituted,  where  that  has  not  already  been 
done,  to  recover  the  amounts  due  to  the  United  States^ 
unleaa  the  defaulting  bank  shall  forthwith  cause  to  be  exe- 
cuted and  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  l)ond, 
with  security  to  be  approved  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, to  pay  to  the  United  States  the  whole  moneys  due 
from  it  in  three  instalmenta.  The  first  to  be  paid  on  the 
first  day  of  July  next,  the  second  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  the  remaining 
instalment  on  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine ;  and  the  default  mentioned  in  this  act  on  which 
interest  is  te  commence  at  the  rate  of  six  per  rent,  shall  bs 
understood  to  be  the  neglect  or  omission  of  said  banks,  or 
any  of  them,  to  answer  the  drafts  or  requisitions  of  the 
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.X.- -J 


Stcretery  of  the  TreMory,  mad*  on  tbem  aoeordiDg  to  Ihe 
prOTiMoiif  of  the  fint  lection  of  this  act ;  and  interaat  thare- 
on  at  the  rata  of  six  per  centom  per  aoDam,  from  the  lime 
of  default,  together  with  any  damagea  which  may  have  ao- 
craed  to  the  United  Btatei  from  proleatf  of  drafts  drawn  up- 
on it,  or  from  any  other  ooneequencea  of  ita  fiiilure  to  fulfil 
its  obligationa  to  the  public  Treasury, 
Approved,  October  16,  1837. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  D.  P.  Madison. 
Be  it  enaeied,  4-c.,  That  the  PreaidMit  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  b  hereby,  anthoriiad  and  requested  to 
eaaaa  to  be  ezecnted  a  grant  and  reeonToyanca  to  Mra.  D. 
P.  Madison,  her  ezcutom,  administratorib  and  assigns^  of 
tha  right  to  publish  in  fbreign.Qountncs,^  for  h^r  own  benefit, 
tbi  aaavsoB^  dabatea  of  the  eonViotioA  which  fonnad  the 


constitation  of  thia  Goiremment,  aa  wall  aa  tlM  aatt  aviib 
of  any  auch  publication  which  may  hava  been  otdcnd  hj 
her:  Provided^  however.  That  she  shall  not  be  anowed  is 
withdraw  from  the  poaseasion  of  the  GoTcmment  cither 
of  the  cofHCB  of  aaid  debates  which  acoooipaiued  her 
▼eyance. 
Approved,  October  14,  1837. 


A  Besolution  directing  the  postage  on  letten  aaat  Ij  te 
Express  Mail  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

Reeohed,  4-c*>  That  the  Postmaster  Gcnersi  bi^  and  hs 
is  hereby,  directed  to  cause  the  postage  on  all  ktlin  aol 
by  the  Eiprass  Mail  of  the  United  8utea  to  ba  paid  in  ai- 
vanoa  at  the  time  of  depositing  them  for  tranaportatifla  \^ 
aaid  mail. 

Approved,  October  18^  1887. 
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DEBATES  IN  THE  SENATE. 


Abolition  of  tlaTdrj,  petitions  for  th«,  presented,  512. 

Additional  duties  on  public  officers.     (See  Duties. ) 

Adjonmment,  proposition  for,  submitted,  250 ;  agreed  to, 
269 ;  amendment  by  the  House  considered  and 
adopted,  469 ;  committee  appointed  to  inform  the 
President  of,  556. 

A  labama,  resolution  to  restore  jurisdiction  to  district  court 
IB,  8;  amended  by  including  Arkansas,  and 
agreed  to,  9. 

Appropriation  bill,  (general,)  received  from  the  House, 
amended,  passed,  and  returned  to  H.  R.,  558 ; 
returned  by  H.  R.  with  non-concureence  in 
amendment,  566 ;  receded  from,  556. 

Attorneys,  district.     (8«e  Duti/  Bonds.) 

Bank  of  United  States,  report  of  Committee  of  Finance  on 
sundry  memorials  for  the  establishment  of  a,  270 ; 
amendments  proposed,  270 ;  motion  to  postpone, 
271 ;  further  amendments  proposed,  271  ;  reso- 
lution adopted,  282. 

Banks.     (Qee  District.) 

Bankruptcy,  motion  to  discbarge  the  committee  from  that 
subject,  533  ;  agreed  to  551. 

Bonds.     (See  Duttf  Bonds.) 

Buainese  of  the  session,  the  ordinary,  to  lie  on  the  table,  8. 

Chaplain  elected,  7. 

Chaplain,  extra  compensation  to,  656. 

Clay,  Mr.  C.  C,  credentials  of  presented,  2. 

Committees,  motion  to  appoint  standing,  3. 
announced,  6. 
on  Patents,  5. 
to  inform  the  President  of  adjournment,  556 . 

Congress,  convocation  of,  by  proclamation,  2. 

Courts,  to  restore  jurisdiction  to  district,  in  Alabama  and 
Arkansas,  8,  9. 
resolution  to  alter  time  for  holding  ninth  judicial 
district,  8. 

Depositee  with  the  States,  bill  to  postpone  fourth  instalment 
of     (See  Fourth  Instalment.) 

Deposite  banks,  bill  to  adjust  remaining  claims  on,  report- 

.  ed,    10;  considered  and  amended,  76;  passed, 

77 ;  returned  by  House  with  amendments,  554  ; 

amended  and  returned  to  H.  R.,  556 ;  concurred 

In  by  House,  556. 

Dickins,  Asbury,  elected  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  7. 

District  banks,  bill  to  force  the,  to  resume  specie  payments, 
taken  up  and  considered,  525 ;  proposed  amend- 
ments agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
532,  533 ;  passed,  550. 

Doorkeeper  elected,  2. 

Doty  bonds,  bill  authorizing  the  postponement  of  the  pay- 
ment of,  reported,  10;  considered,  75,  76;  or- 
dered to  third  reading,  77 ;  passed,  77 ;  amend- 
ment by  House,  525;  concurred  in,  551. 

Duties,  additional,  as  depositaries  in  certain  ca.<<es,  bill  im- 
posing, on  public  officers,  reported,  1 1 ;  consid- 
ered, and  amendment  proposed,  105 ;  debated, 
105  to  269 ;  motion  to  postpone  negatived,  269 ; 
amendment  proposed,  282,  310;  debated,  310 
to  422,  428  to  440,  441  to  469,  470  to  495 ; 
amendmeote  adopted,  and  bill  ordered  to  third 
reading,  496,  497 ;  read  third  time  and  passed, 
499,  511. 
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Duties,  bill  to  remit,  on  certain  goods  destroyed  by  fire  in 
New  York,  considered  and  ordered  to  third  read- 
ing, 269. 

Duty  bonds,  fees  on  renewal  of,  resolution  of  inquiry,  851 ; 
bill  reported,  422 ;  considered,  440 ;  laid  on  the 
table,  498;  taken  np,  512,  «13,  514;  amend- 
ments adopted,  515;  ordered  to  third  leading, 
616;  passed,  518. 

Erie,  memorial  from,  praying  for  M'Adamised  turnpike,  6. 

Express  mail,  resolution  requiring  payment  in  advance  on 
all  letters  sent  by  taken  up,  and  passed,  512. 

Fees  of  district  attorneys,  bill  regulating,  reported,  422  ; 
considered,  440 ;  laid  on  the  table,  498 ;  taken  up, 
513;  amendments  proposed  and  adopted,  513, 
^14,  515 ;  ordered  to  a  3d  reading,  516 ;  passed, 
518. 

Finances,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on,  extra 
copies  to  be  printed,  6. 

Finance,  report  of  committee  on,  7,  9,  10,  11,  60,  104, 
269. 
notice  of  bill  designating  the  funds  to  be  received 
in  payment  of  public  dues.    (See  PuhUe  Dues.) 

Fbe,  relief  of  sufferers  by.    (See  iVeto  York.) 

Fourth  initalment  of  deposits  with  the  States,  biU  to  poet- 
pone,  reported,  7;  considered,  9,  10,  11  to  80; 
amendments  proposed,  30,  31 ;  ordered  to  3d 
reading,  31;  debate  on  its  passage,  31  to  46; 
passed,  45 ;  amendment  by  the  House  conaideredy 
421 ;  concurred  in,  422. 

Galea  dt  Seaton's  State  Papers,  resolution  to  supply  mem- 
bers with,  552. 

Goods  and  merchandise,  bill  to  authorize,  to  be  deposited 
in  public  stores,  reported,  10;  considered,  76, 77, 
516,  518;  motion  to  postpone  negatived,  519; 
amendment  adopted,  519;  again  taken  up,  522; 
motion  to  postpone  negatived,  525;  ordered  toSd 
reading,  525;  passed,  550. 

Height,  Stephen,  elected  eergeant-at-arms,  2. 

Indian  hostilities,  bill  making  provision  for  the  suppreseioii 
of,  considered  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  269. 

Indian  hostilities,  bill  for  the  suppression  of,  received  from 
the  Houfe,  553;  read  the  3d  time  and  passed,  554. 

King,  Mr.,  of  Alabama,  elected  president  pro  tern,  of  the 
Senate,  551. 

Madison  Papers,  bill  relinquishing  to  Mrs.  Madison  the 
copy-right  of,  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  533;  passed,  651  ;  signed,  552. 

Mails,  (see  Express.) 

Meeting  of  the  Senate,  hoilr  of,  fixed,  11,  31,  250,  269, 
556. 

Merchante'  bonds,  (see  Duty  bonds.) 

resolution  proposed  to  inquire  what  fees  are  due  by 
law  on  the  renewal  of,  351. 

Message  of  President  of  the  United  States  at  opening  of 
session,  communicated,  3. 

New  York,  memorial  of  merchants  of,  relating  to  exten- 
sion of  revenue  bunds,  50. 
memorial  of  merchants  and  citbsens  of,  for  remie-\ 
sion  of  duties  upon  goods  burnt  in  the  fire  of 
1835,  50. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  by  fire  in  the  city  of, 
reported,  104  ;  ordered  to  third  reading,  269. 
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Offioen  of  the  Senate  elected,  2. 

extra  pay  to,  651. 
Order,  pointe  of,  decided,  278,  310. 
Petenta,  committee  on,  appointed,  5.. 
Pay,  extra,  to  officers  of  the  Senate,  661. 

to  the  chaplain,  666. 
Petitions,  to  lie  on  the  table,  8. 

Preaident  United  States,  proclamation  of,  calling  an  extra 
meeting  of  Congress,  ^. 

message  of,  at  opening  of  session,  commanicated>  3. 

pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  elected,  661. 
Public  stores,  (see  Goods  and  merehancUse.^ 
Pablic  dues,  notice  of  bill  designating  the  ninda  to  be  re- 
ceived in  payments  of^  49 ;  bill  introduced,  77. 
Quorum,  House  notified  of  a,  2. 

of  the  House  announced,  3. 
ReTonues  of  the  Government,  funds  receirable  in  payment 

of.     (see  Public  dues. ) 
Roane,  Mr,  credentials  of,  presented,  2. 
Rules,  standing,  amended,  6. 

the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  at 
the  Capitol,  made  a  standing,  60. 

joint,  suspended,  562. 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  elected,  7. 
Senators,  lut  of,  2. 
Sergeant-at-arms,  elected,  2. 
Slavery.     (See  Abolition. ) 
Slicer,  Rev.  Mr.,  elected  chaplain,  7. 
Spirituous  liquors,   resolution  forbidding  the  sale,  or  ex- 
hibition o(  at  the  Capitol,  60. 
State  Papen,  resolution  to  supply  members  with  Gales  dt 

SeateB*s,  considered  and  adopted,  652. 
Strange,  Sfr.,  credentials  of,  presented,  2. 
Sub-Treasury.     (See  Duties^  additional,) 


Texas,   petitions  against  annexation  of,  pieaented,  IM, 

406,  633. 
Treasury  notes,  bill  authorixing  the  issue  of,  reported,  9, 
considered,  46  to  49 ;  postponed,  49 ;  again  takio 
up,  60  ;  amendments  proposed,  66,  67,  76;  «• 
'     dered  to  a  third  reading,  75 ;  passed,  77. 
Treasury  notes,  bill  authorizing  an  issue  of,  received  fron 
Uie  House,  617;  read  twice  and  referred  518; 
reported  620 ;  amendment  proposed  520 ;  mga- 
tived  632 ;  paned  622. 
Vice  President  retires  from  the  chair  of  the  Senate,  551. 
Vicksburg,  port  of  entxr  at,  104. 
Wyer,  Edvrard,  elected  door-keeper,  2. 
Warehouse  bill.     (See  Gtoda  and  merehandut.) 
Teas  and  nays  on  amendment  to  bill  to  postpone  payxMot 
of  fourth  instalment  to  States,  30,  31 ;  on  ea- 
grossing  the  bill,  31 ;  on  passage,  45. 
on  postponing  Treasury  note  bill,  49. 
on  amendment  to  Treasury  note  bill,  75. 
on  third  reading  of  Treasury  note  bill,  75. 
on  postponing  sub-Treasury  bill,  269 ;  on  ptM|e> 

511. 
on  resolution  in  relation  to  the  expediency  «f  m- 

tablisbing  a  national  bank,  271,  282. 
on  amendment  of  House  to  deposite  bill,  422. 
on  amendment  to  attorneys*  fee  bill,  515. 
on  recommitment,  516. 
on  postponing  warehouse  bill,  519,  525. 
on  amendment  to  same,  519. 
on  third  reading  of  same,  525. 
on   amendment  to  Treasury  *  note  bill  from  tk 

House,  522. 
on  passage  of  same,  622. 
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Allen,  Mr.,  on  national  bank,  278. 
Bayard,  Mr.,  on  sub-Treasury  bill,  423. 

on  warehouse  bill,  624. 
Benton,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  48,  66,  620,  521. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  188,  810,  497. 

on  national  bank,  280,  281. 

nn  District  banks,  626. 

on  bankrupt  law,  533. 
Black,  Mr.,  on  petitions  for  national  bank,  281. 
Brown,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  36. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  406. 
Buchanan,  Mr.,  on  the  business  to  be  acted  on  during  the 
session,  8. 

on  printing  President's  message,  3. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  26,  29,  30. 

on  bill  to  deposite  merchandise  in  public  stores,  77. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  361,  492,  496. 

on  adjournment,  469. 

on  attorneys*  fee  bill,  498,  513,  515. 

on  warehouse  bill,  516,  522,  624. 

on  District  banks,  529,  630. 

on  bill  claims  on  deposite  banks,  555. 

on  Indian  bostility  bill,  553. 
Calhoun,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  7,  10,  14,  29,  34. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  47,  48,  49,  50,  75,  618. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,   184,    186,    187,    188,   243 
250,  826,  487,  440,  469. 

on  national  bank,  271,  275. 
'  on  warehouse  bill,  516,  517,  518,  519,  524. 

en  attorneys'  fee  bill,  514. 
Clay,  Mr ,  of  Alabama,  on  restoring  jurisdiction  to  district 
courts,  8,  9. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  47. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  501,  511. 


Clay,  Mr.,  on  subscription  to  Gales  and  Seaton's  Stats  Pi- 
pers, 652. 

on  Indian  hostility  bill,  653. 

on  adjusting  claims  on  deposite  banks,  555. 
Clay,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  on  appointment  of  standing  cod< 
mittees,  3. 

on  printing  President's  messag^e,  3. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  45,  46,  47,  621. 

on  bill  to  ileposite  merchandise  in  public  stofOi  7L 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  251,  298. 

on  national  bank,  270,  273. 

on  attorneys'  fee  bill,  497,'513,  514. 

on  warehouse  biU,  516,  617,  518,  520,  522,  tfi 
625. 
Clayton,  Mr.,  on  District  banks,  530. 
Crittenden,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  34. 

on  bsnkrupt  law,  550. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  310,  496. 

on  attorneys'  fee  bill,  515. 
Davis,  Mr.,  on  annexation  of  Texas,  160. 
Gmndy,  Mr.,  on  amending  rules,  5. 

on  restoring  jurisdiction  to  district  court%  8. 

on  attorney's  fee  bill,  422,  440,  497,  614,  515. 

on  express  mul  postage,  512,  513. 

on  adjournment,  469. 

on  District  banks,  532. 
Hubbard,  Mr.,  on  appointment  of  standing  coDunittscsi  i 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  310,  831. 

on  District  banks,  531. 

on  adjournment,   469. 
Kent,  Mr.,  on  District  banks,  526,  627. 
King,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  Treasury  note  bHl,  46,  74. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  208.       * 
King,  Mr.,  of  Alabama,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  49. 
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'^"'fc  Mr.,  on  adjournment,  469. 

on  District  banks,  530. 

i)etums  thanks  on  bein;  eleeted  to  the  chair,  551. 

on  abolition  petitions,  512, 

on  warehouse  bill,  516. 

on  extension  of  credit  on  merchants*  bonds,  525. 
Knight,  Mr.,  on  warehouse  bill,  519. 

on  express  mail  postage,  512. 
Linn,  Mr.,  on  Gales  &  Beaton's  State  Papen  and  Debates. 

562. 
McKean,  Mr.,  on  extra  pay  to  officers  of  the  library,  551. 
NUea,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  12,  30. 

sob-Treasury  bill,  105,  286. 

warehouse  bill,  5  19,  524. 

District  banks,  530. 

Treasury  note  bill,  ^21.  — 

EYorrell,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  521. 

District  banks,  525,  529,  532. 

warehouse  bill,  520. 

Gales  &  Beaton's  State  Papers  and  Debates,  552. 

Indian  hostility  bill,  553. 
Prentiss,  Mr.,  on  presenting  abolition  petitions,  512. 
Preston,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  hill,  31,  42. 

national  bank,  270,  272,  275,  276. 

sub-Treasury  bill,  383,  406,  428,  496. 

slavery  memorials,  406,  512. 
Sires^  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  11,  12,  13,  15. 

bill,  funds  to  be  received  for  public  dues,  49,  77. 

sub-Treasury  bill,  185,  187,  247,  310. 

national  bank,  279. 

on  petidons  of  John  C.  Long  and  Ebenezer  Ridge- 
way,  552. 

on  Gales  &  8eaton*s  State  Papers  and  Debates,  552. 
toane,  Mr.,  on  national  bank,  274. 
^▼ier,  Mr.,  on  restoring  jurisdiction  to  district  courts,  9 ; 

on  district  banks,  530. 
>mitb,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  national  bank,  273. 
miih,  Mr.,  of  Indiana,  on  sub-Treasury  bill,  123. 

on  District  banks,  533. 

on  bill  adjustment  claims,  on  deposite  banks,  §54. 
Hithard,  Mr.,  on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  510. 

on  bankrupt  law,  521. 


Strange,  Mr.,  on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  133,   148,  285, 
497. 

on  District  banks,  529,  530,  531. 
Tallmadge,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  30. 

on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  160,  184. 

on  attorneys'  fee  bill,  498,  513,  514,  515. 
Tipton,  Mr.,  on  sub-Treasury  bill,  244. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  421. 
Walker,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  7,  41. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  48,  73,  75. 

on  resolution  port  of  entry  at  Vicksburg,  101. 

on  national  bank,  282. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  283. 

on  District  banks,  530. 
Wall,  Mr.,  on  extra  pay  to  officers  of  the  library,  551. 
Webster,  Mr.,  on  postponing  fourth  instalment  7,   11, 

*  13,  15,  25,  28. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  75,  517,  521. 

on  bill  extension  merchanta'  bonds,  75. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  311,  332,  361,  485,  498, 
495,  510. 

on  Sunday  speech  at  Baltimore,  510,  511. 

on  attorneys'  fee  bill,  351,  440,  498,  514. 

on  warehouse  bill,  519. 

on  District  banks,  531. 

on  presenting  petitions  annexation  of  Texas,  688. 

on  general  appropriation  bill,  553. 

on  Indian  hostility  bill,  653,  554. 

on  adjusting  claims  on  deposite  banks,  556. 
Wright,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  7,  9,  10,  20,  481. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  45,  46, 47,  48,  49»  74»  520. 

on  bill  extension  merchanta'  bonds,  76,  525. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  441. 

on  attorneys'  fee  bill,  498,  515. 

on  warehouse  bill,  516,  517,  518,  520,  523. 

on  District  banks,  526,  530,  538. 

on  subscription  to  Gales  &.  Beaton's  State  Papers, 
652. 

on  Indian  hostility  bill,  553. 

on  claims  on  deposite  banks,  564,  553. 

on  general  appropriation  bill,  556. 
Young,  Mr.,  on  District  banks,  630. 
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bolitipn  of  slavery  in  the  District,  petitions  for  the,  pre- 
ieoted,  764,  1856. 

6is  of  Congress,  bill  to  extend  the  operation  of  certain, 
passed,  1289. 

djoumment,  resolution  fixing  a  day  for,  087,  1166. 

motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  negatived  1167;  amend- 
ment to  extend  time  o^  to  16th  October  agreed 
to,  1178. 
to  postpone  further  cenaidenition  of,  negatived, 
1174$  lefolutinn  passed,  1 174;  eonumttee  to  in* 
form  the  President  of,  1728. 

ileo,  Thomaa,  elected  printer  to  the  House,  588. 

ypropriation  bill,  general,  taken  up,  1711 ;  amendment 
proposed,  1718;  concurred  in,  and  bill  reed  a 
third  time  and  passed,  1715;  amendmenta  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate,  concurred  in,  1718. 

ipropriations  for  Seminole  war,  bill  makiiig,  taken  np, 
1715;  laid  aside,  1716;  reed  e  third  Ume  and 
paseed,  1717. 

tomeys'  fees,  on  bonds,  bill  regulating,  (from  the  Sen- 
ate,) read  three  times  and  passed,  1406. 

nice,  (MBe  Viitrict,) 

nk  of  Missouri,  resolution  asking  information  in  relation 
to,  628. 
.,  national,  petition  of  citinana  of  Mount  Yemen,  Indi- 
•ne,  for  e,  697. 


Benlmipt  law,  inexpediency  of  reporting  a,  at  this  ses- 
sion, 699. 

Bank,  national,  report  of  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  establishing,  801 ;  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
negatived,  802;  egain  taken  op,  915,  993,  1152; 
motion  to  refer  to  Committee  of  the  Whole,  1217, 
1254 ;  report  concurred  in,  1259. 

Battk%  Corporations,  dec    resolution  calling  for  corree- 
pondence  with,  in  relation  to  Treasury  note  bill, 
1151;  agreed  to»  1152.  .      . 

Bonds,  attorneys'  fees  on,  (see  Attamey8*fee».) 

Boundary,  reeolution  calling  for  correspondence  with 
Great  Britain  in  relation  to  the  nortbeeetem, 
614;  motion  to  print  5,000  copies  President's 
message  in  relation  to,  998. 

Bosinesa  of  the  session,  resolution  determining  what^  shell 
be  taken  up^  592 ;  agre^  to,  602. 

Call  of  die  Houee  oideied  915,  1102,  1103,  1185,  1216, 
1257,  1898,  1664. 

Carr,  Mr.,  appointed  doorkeeper  to  the  House,  566. 

Casting  vote  of  Speaker,  1257,  1822. 

Chaplain  elected,  602. 

Claiborne,  Mr.,  dedered  entitled  to  his  seat,  1217. 

Claims  against  France,  prior  to  1800,  petitiene  for  com- 
pensation for,  presented,  698* 

Clerk  of  the  House,  eleetion  of,  566. 


\v 
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Committee  to  wait  opon  the  Preiident  and  inform  bioi  of 
a  quorum,  666  ;  report  of,  566. 

Committeea ,  atanding,  announced,  584 ;  motion  to  releaae 
the,  from  the  consideration  of  petitions^  592 ; 
agreed  to,  602. 

Contested  election,  (see  MUsissippi.) 

Carreney,  (see  District  of  Columbia,) 

Defaulters'  accounts,  resolution  asking  information  in  re- 
lation to,  628. 

Depositee  with  the  States.     (See  Fourth  Instalment. ) 

Deposite  banks,  bill  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  on  the 
late,  introduced  and  referred  to  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  621, 
similar  bill  from  the  Senate,  taken  up,  1402. 
motion  to  strike  out  enacting  clause  and  insert  a 
substitute,   1402;  other  amendments  proposed, 
1403,  1404;  debated,  1406  to  1443;  again  taken 
up,    1686  to  1711;  amendment  proposed,  and 
agreed  to,  1717;  bill  passed,  1717;  amendments 
of  the  Senaie  considered,  1719  to  1723;  motion 
to  lay  bill  and  amendments  on  the  table,  nega- 
tived, 1724 ;  amendment  of  the  Senate  concur-^ 
red  in,  1724. 

District  banks,  bill  to  revoke  the  charters  of,  introduced,  628, 

District  of  Columbia,  bill  to  restrain  the  circulation  of  small 
notea  in  the,  taken  up,  considered,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  1541. 

Doorkeepers  to  the  House  appointed,  566. 

Dorsey,  Roderick^  appointed  Sergeant-at-arms,  566. 

Duty  bonds,  bill  authorizing  postponement  of  payment  of, 
introduced,  614;  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  615;  similar  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate taken  up,  1397;  amend menis  proposed  and 
adopted,  and  the  bill  reported  to  the  House, 
1398;  taken  up  and  various  amendments  pro- 
posed, 1398  to  1401 ;  bill  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  1401. 

Datiei,  additional,  bill  imposing,  on  public  officers,  intro- 
duced 619;  referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole^ 
aobstitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia, 
630.  (Beo  infra,) 
additional,  bill  (from  the  Senate)  imposing,  on  pub- 
lic officers,  taken  up,  and  referred  to  same  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  as  House  bill,  1258 ;  again 
taken  up  and  debated,  1380  to  1397;  motion  to 
strike  out  enacting  clause  and  iosert  sohetitote, 
1397;  bill  laid  aside,  1397;  again  taken  up, 
1444  to  1535;  amendment  rejected,  15:15;  aob- 
stitute proposed,  1535;  debated,  1541  to  1681; 
aubstitute  rejected,  1681 ;  bill  reportei)  to  Henee, 
1681;  motion  to  lie  on  the  table,  1688,  carried, 
1686;  motion  to  rewnaider  negativcid,  1685; 
amendments  proposed  to,  and  laid  on  the  table, 
1T28,  1729. 
bill  to  remit  the,  on  certain  gooda  deatroyed  by  ftse 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  taken  up,  1710. 
.motion  to  go  into  committee  on,  lost,  1718, 
1719. 

Blection.     (See  Mississippi.) 

Bxpreaa  mail  poatage,  joint  resolution  for  paying  in  ad- 
vance, read  first  and  aeeond  time,  1878 ;  passed, 
and  returned  to  Senate,  1379. 

Bfttra  pay  to  officers  of  the  House,  1681. 

Feea.     (See  Attorneys'  Feu, ) 

Fjnanoea,  report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  on,  667. 
10,000  copiea  to  be  printed,  567. 
resolution  to  purchase  800  copies  reports  on  the, 

1725;  laid  on  the  Ubie,  1728. 
estimate  of  the  state  of,  632,  646. 

Florida  war,  resolotion  of  inquiry  into  the  manner  of  proa- 
eenting  the,  proposed,  640,  666,  699,  787,  764^ 
1289,  1328,  1404,  1448,  1681. 

Florida  campaigns.     (See  Vohmietrs,) 


Foarth  insUlment  of  deposites  with  the  States^  bill  to  pat«' 
pone  the,  reported,  602. 
bill  (Senate)  to  postpone  the,  read  twice  and  eon* 
mitted,  627 ;  reported,  628 ;  taken  up,  631 ;  nb- 
stitute  proposetl,  681 ;  debated,  631  to  639;  nb- 
stitute  withdrawn,  640;  bill  debated,  640  to 
664,  668  to  697,  706  to  737,  740  to  764,  Vl 
to  798,  80S  to  915,  938  to  992,  999  to  1061, 
1066  to  1103;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  rasdi^ 
1 104 ;  motion  to  reconsider,  1 104 ;  debated,  1115 
to  1 135;  queation  taken  on  reconsideiatioo,  nd 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  1136;  tmcndnMod 
proposed  and  debated,  1136;  ameodiocot  M|I- 
tived,  1143;  motion  to  lay  bill  on  the  tsb^ 
1144 ;  motion  to  recommit  bill  and  amendiMBti 
with  instructions,  1144;  negatived,  1147;  pn- 
posed  amendment  adopted,  1148;  t^ll  ordcraln 
a  third  reading,  1 149 ;  motion  to  postpons  fur- 
ther consideration,  1149  ;  bill  passed,  1151. 

France,  petitions  for  claims  on,  prior  to  1800,  presold; 
693. 

Franklin,  Walter  S.,  elected  clerk  of  the  House,  560. 

Gholson,  Mr.,  declared  entitled  to  His  seat,  1217. 

Gregory,  Sherlock  S.,  memorial  of,  preeented,  614. 

Hall  of  the  House,  proposition  to  aJter  the,  1728. 

HorUer,  Mr.,  appoinled  doorkeeper  to  the  House,  560. 

Indian  hostilities,  bill  making  additional  appropriattoa  k. 
suppressing,  introduced,  628. 

Indian  hostility  bill  from  the  Senate,  read  twice  and  can- 
mitted,  999. 

Jefieraon's  Manual.  2,000  copies  ordered  to  be  prntsd,  018. 

Mails,  (see  Express) 

Meeting  of  the  House,  hour  of,  fixed,  628,  1718. 

Members,  list  of,  558. 

Merchants'  bonds,  (see  Duty  bonds.) 

Merchandise,  bill  to  authoriie,  to  be  deposited  io  pitfc 
stores,  introduced,  628. 

Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  st  opesiof 
of  session,  566 ;  debate  on  the  prinUDf  507. 

Mexico  and  Texas,  resolution   calling  for  correspoodooi 
between  the  United  Slates  and,  605. 
motion   to  print  extra  copiea   of  corrsspoote 
with,  1156,  1372;  agreed  to,  1378. 

MississSppi,  concerning  the  rights  of  mcmlters  fiw,  v 
their  seats,  557 ;  resolution  in  relation  to  lbs  of 
tificate  of,  629,  report  of  committee  of  elsctioii 
on,  799,  994,  1061,  1104,  1175;  moUonteiir 
on  table,  negatived,  1215;  report  agreed  to^  1^1^* 

Moneys,  public,  plan  for  the  receipt,  custody,  anddi^bsiW' 
roent  of,  anhmitted,  1728. 

Mount  Vernon,  Indiana,  petitions  of  dtisena  of,  for  •  ■* 
tional  bank,  presented,  697. 

Massi,  Joseph,  petitions  of  executors  of,  for  elsisf « 
France  prior  to  1860,  presented,  648. 

National  Bank,  petition  foresUblishmentoT,  presented^  607. 
report  of  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaos  en  tfas 
establishing  a,  801 ;  motion  lay  on  the  tabic  vst 
atived,  802 ;  again  taken  up  916,  993,  llUi 
1 1 65 ;  motion  4o  refer  to  Commttise  of  the  Wbil^ 
1217,  1 264 ;  report  concurred  in,  1268. 

Newspapera,  motion  to  supply,  adopted,  667. 

New  York  snfierers  by  fire,  (see  Duties.) 

Northeastern  boundary,  motion  to  print  6,000  eztn  ' 
President's  message  in  relation  to,  998. 

Officers  of  the  Honse,  election  of,  666. 

Order,  decisions  of,  610,  614,  628,  676,  699,  771,77!. 
798,  907,  992,  1101,  ltl6,  1 116,  UtO,  llOf 
1169,  1170,  1221,  1222,  1267,  1971,  W, 
1851,  1855,  1376,  1379,  1684,  1685,  100^ 
1707,  1719,  1722,  1728. 

Pay  of  members  in  specie,  resolution  of  inquiry  iaitbt^ 
to,  588,  685,  to  692. 

Pay  of  members,  memorial  to  redoes  the,  piefl"i  '!'■ 
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Paj,  extra,  to  officers  of  the  Houae,  1681. 

PetitioiM,  decisiona  of  Speaker  in  relation  to  the  call  for,  603. 

Polk,  Jamea  K.,  elected  speaker  of  the  House,  666. 

Preaident  of  the  U.  8.,  measage  from,  at  opening  of  tea- 
sion,  666 ;  debate  on  the  printing  of,  667. 

Printer  to  the  House,  balloted  for,  668,  672,  679;  elect- 
ed, 682. 

Privileged  persons,  seats  for,  on  the  floor  of  the  Hall,  708. 

Public  expenditurea,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sdry  in  relation  to,  621. 

Pabiic  atorea.     (Ste  Merchandise,) 

Public  funds.     (See  Defaulters^  Accounts,) 

PttbUc  revenue,  substitute  of  Mr.  Garland  for  the  plan  aub- 
mitted  by  Committee  of  Way  a  and  Meana,  680. 

Public  moneys,  plan  for  the  receipt,  custody,  and  disburse- 
ment of,  sobmitted,  1728. 

Quorum,  committee,  joint,  to  inform  the  Preaident  of 
the  United  8utea  of  a,  666. 

Rtceaa  propoaed  and  carried  1101,  1102. 

Katrenchment  and  reform,  memorial  for,  presented,  619. 

Ralea,  standing,  and  ordera,  motion  to  adopt,  666. 

propositions  to  amend  and  refer  to  a  committee,  582, 
683;  committee  reported,  and  amendmenta  adopt- 
ed, 616,  623  ;  2,000  ordered  to  be  printed,  628. 
additional  proposed  and  adopted,  1366.' 

]^Qle|a,  suspension  of,  for  transmission  of  bills,  1716. 

Seminole  war.     (See  Appropriations. ) 

8crgeant-at-arma  appointed,  266. 

Speaker  of  tlie  House  elected,  666. 

casting  vote  of,  on  main  queation,  inexpediency 
of  a  national  bank,  1257 ;  on  previous  question, 
treasury  note  bill,  1322 

Specie  payments  to  members,  resolution  calling  for  infor- 
mation in  relation  to,  583  ;  amendment  proposed 
to,  583 ;  taken  up  and  adopted,  586  to  592 ;  re- 
port of  Secretary  of  Treasury  on,  motion  to  refer 
to  Committee  of  Ways  and  meana,  negatived  992- 

StandefiBr,  Mr.,  death  of,  announced,  583. 
Sab-Taeaaury.  (Qet  Duties  additional.) 
8ab>treasurles,  letter  from  SecieUry  of  TieMury,  ill  rela- 
tion to,  1164. 
TexsM.     (8ee  Mexico.) 

Tex^aM,  resolution  calling  for  correspondence  in  relation  to 

the  annexation  of,  to  the  United  Statea^  606 ; 

motion  to  lay  on  the  table  negatived,  610;  reao- 

lution  adopted,  614. 

motion  to  print  extra  copies  of  correspondence  vritb, 

1356,  1372 ;  agreed  to,  1278. 
memorials  against  the  annexation*  of,  preaented, 

618,  628,  639,  699,  764,  915,  1355. 
reaolution  proposed,  declaring  it  unconstitutional  to 
annex  any  foreign  independent  State  to  the  Union, 
628,  639,  laid  on  the  Uble,  689. 
Prettsury,  report  of  Secretary  of,  on  ihe  finances,  567. 

notes,  bill  to  authorize  the  iasoing  of,  introduced, 
603 ;  taken  up,  1158 ;  Senate's  bill  moved  aa  an 
amendment  to,  1 1 54 ;  amendment  modified,  1 1 68; 
debated,  1222  to  1247;  amendment  negatived, 
1248;  proposed  amendmenta  propoaed,  1248  to 
1254  ;  bill  reported  to  Houae,  1254  ;  again  taken 
up^  1259;  amendment  proposed,  1259 ;  rejected, 
1379 ;  further  amendipenta  propoaed,  1279;  again 
takpn  up,  1300  ;  amendment  adopted,  1322  ;  fur- 
ther amendment  proposed,  1822,  1326,  motion 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clauae,  1343;  with- 
drawn, 1849;  further  amended,  1349;  amend- 
ment  rejected,  1350;  other  amendments  propos- 
ed, 1350,  1351 ;  motion  to  reconsider  an  amend- 
ment negatived,  1352 ;  amendment  rejected,  1354 ; 
other  amendments  proposed,  1355,  1359,  1360, 
1366;  negatived,  1367,  1368;  further  amend- 
ments offered,  1368,  1369,  1370;  negatived, 
1371;  ordered  to  a  third  reading  and  paaaisd,  1372. 


Treasury,  letter  from'the  Secretary  of,  in  relation  to  public 
expenditurea,  631. 

estimate  of  the  State  of,  632,  646. 

statement  of  asaeta  and  liabilities  of  the,  1 1 53. 

notes, 'motion  calKng  for  correspondence  with  banks, 
cprporations,  dec,  in  relation  to,  1151. 

notes,  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  isauing 
of,  taken  up,  1152  ;  motion  to  paaa  it  by  and 
take  up  the  House  bill,  agreed  to,  1153;  motion 
to  incorporate  provisions  of,  with  Houte  bill, 
1154  to  1163,  1222  to  1247 ;  amendment  nega- 
tived, 1248 ;  further  amendments  proposed,  1248 
to  1254  ;  bill  reported  to  the  House,  1254;  again 
taken  up  and  amendment  proposed,  1259 ;  re- 
jected, 1279;  further  amendment  proposed,  1279, 
again  taken  up,  1300 ;  amendment  adopted  1322; 
further  am«mdment  propoaed,  1322,  1326;  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  enacting  clauae,  1343; 
withdrawn,  1349;  further  amended,  1349;  amend- 
ment rejected,  1350;  other  amendmenta  propoa- 
ed, 1350,  1S51 ;  motion  to  reconsider  an  amend- 
ment negatived,  1352 ;  amendment  rejected, 
1364 ;  other  amendments  proposed,  1355,  1859, 
1360,  1366;  negatived,  1367,  1368;  further 
amendments  offered,  1368, 1869, 1870;  negatived, 
1371 ;  ordered  to  a  third  reading  and  paased,  1372. 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  in  relation  to  sub -trea- 
suries, 1 164. 

reports  upon  the  finances ;  reaolotion  to  purchaae 
300  copies,  1725  ;  laid  on  the  table,  1728. 
Taston,  Rev.  Mr.,  elected  Chaplain,  602. 
Volunteera  and  othera,  bill  to  amend  act  making  proviaion 
for  the  remuneration  of,  for  horaes  lost,  dec, 
taken  up,  1538.     f 

report  of  committee  upon,    1588  ;  amendments  to 

the  bill  proposed,   1540,  1541 ;  read  a  third  time 

and  paaaec*^  1541. 

Wheat,  resolution  in  relation  to  the  import  of,  639,  640. 

Winiams,  Mr.,  of  N.  C,  proposed  to  act  as  chairman 

till  the  House  is  organized,  563. 
Yeaa  and  nays  on  resolution  to  suspend  further  balloting 
for  public  printer,  581. 

on  reaolution  calling  for  correspondence  with  Tex- 
as, 609. 

on  amending  rulea,  617,  623,  625. 

on  laying  on  table,  report  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meana,  on  eatablishing  p.  national  bank,  802. 

on  referring  report  of  Secretary  of  Treaaury  on  specie 
payments  to  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  992. 

on  putting  main  question  on  fourth  inatalment  bill, 
1103. 

on  third  reading  of  aame,  1 104. 

on  reconsidering  same,  11 36. 

on  amendments  to  same,  1 144. 

on  recommitting  the  bill,  1 147. 

on  amendment  to  same,  1148. 

on  third  reading  of  aame,  1 149. 

on  amending  resolntion  for  adjournment,  1 173. 

on  passage  of  same,-  1 174. 

on  laying  on  table,  report  Committee  of  Elections 
on  Miasiasippi  election,  1216. 

on  adoption  of  report,  1217. 

on  main  question  declaring  a  national  bank  inex- 
pedient, 1257. 

on  adopting  report%f  committee,  1258. 

on   amendments    to  Treaaury   note    bill,    1322, 
1854,  1367,  1868,  1369,  1870,  1871. 

on  reconsidering  amendment  to  aame,  1352< 

on  ordering  aame  to  a  third  reading,  1872. 

on  laying  aub-Treasury  bill  on  the  table,  1685. 

on  motion  to  reconaider  aame,  1686. 

on  Senate's  amendment  to  depoaite  bank  adjuat- 
ment  bill,  1724. 


VI 


INPSX  TO  speakers'  NAMES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATiyES. 


NAMES  OF  SPEAKERS  IN  DEBATES  IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Adami,  Mr.,  on  rules,  668,  617,  626,  1366. 

coiTMpondence  with  Mexico,  concerning  boondmry 
and  cetflion  of  territorj,  606,  606,  609,  612, 
614,  1366,  1377. 

on  petition  of  Sherlock  8.  Gregory,  614. 

on  memorial  for  retrenchment,  619. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  907,  1130,  1186,  1141. 

on  adjournment,  938. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  U62. 

on  adjournment,  1168,  1169. 

on  Mississippi  election,  1211. 

on  national  bank,  1218. 

on  the  Florida  war,  1297,  1406. 

explanation  in  relation  to  Indian  abases,  1328. 

on  express  mail  postage,  1878. 

on  bill,  merchants'  duty  bonds,  1401. 

on  bill.  District  currency,  1641. 

on  claims  against  deposite  banks,  1687,  1689,  1707, 
1717,  1720,  1721,  1722,  1723,  1724. 
Atherton,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  726. 
Bell,  Mr.,  on  rules,  666,  682,  624,  626. 

on  the  death  of  Mr.  Standefer,  683. 

business  of  the  session,  693,  694. 

correspondence  with  Mexico  »nd  Texas,  611. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  636,  644»  660,-662, 
670,  718,  772,  1144. 

on  Florida  war,  737,  1294. 

national  bank,  936. 

on  adjournment,  937. 

Treasury  note  bill,  11(2,  1163,  1249,  1279,  1318, 
1326.  1349,  1361. 

claims  against  deposite  banks,  1717. 
Biddle,  Mr.,  specie  payments  to  members,  686,  688,  689, 
.  690. 

correspondence  with  Mexico  and  Texas,  618,  1876 

on  bsokrupt  law,  664. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  693. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1222. 

on  express  mail  postage,  1378. 
Boon,  Mr.,  on  the  Mississippi  election,  662. 

on  election  of  printer  to  the  Houae^  678. 

business  of  the  session,  602. 
Bond,  Mr.,  on  Florida  war,  643. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  981. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1800. 

sub-Treasury  bill,  1444. 
BouMin,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  Houk,  678. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1 142. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1282. 
Briggs,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  666. 

on  rules,  666. 

on  election  of  printer  to  House,  670,  674,  680. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  733. 

on  extending  certain  acts  of  Congress,  1289. 

on  printing  Mexican  correspondence,  1378. 

on  express  mail  postage,  1378,  1379. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1714. 
Bronson,  Mr. .  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  668,  669. 

fourth  insulment  bill,  904,  1066. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1343,  1366. 
Buchanan,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  799,  801,  1176. 
Bynum,  Mr.,  on  the  Mississippi  election,  661. 

correspondence  with  Mexico  and  Tezaa,  610. 

national  bank,  1264. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1366. 

on  rotes  and  orders,  1866. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1712,  1713. 
CidhoQii,   Mr.,   of   Kentueky*  on  oofrespandeBee  with 
Mexico  and  Texas,  614. 


Galhoon,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  1349. 

CaUioan,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts^  on  the  sub-Tietnij, 

1466. 
Cambreleng,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  6T1 

on  reference  President's  message,  691. 

buainess  of  the  session,  698,  696. 

correspondence  with  Mexico  and  Texa%  612. 

on  introducing  sub-Treasury  bill,  621. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill  602,  681,  636,  686,  698, 
639,  662,  668,  691,  764,  891,  990  991,  lOSS, 
1069,  1066,  1122,  1126,  1136,  1146,  lUfi. 

on  Florida  war,  643. 

Mississippi  election,  801. 

national  bank,  802,  1217,  1219,  1221. 

Treasury  note  bUl,  1163,  1164,  1168,  1248, 12M, 
1261,  1263,  1277,  1279,  1260,  1301,  lt», 
1861,  1369,  1360,  1369. 

on  adjournment,  1167,  1171. 

sob-Treawiry  bUl,  1268,  1397,  1409.  1614. 

on  purchasing  copies  of  finance  reports^  1726, 17tt. 

on  bill  merchants' duty  bonds,  1401. 

claims  against  deposite  banks,  1687,  1680, 1717, 
1719,  1720,  1722,  1728. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1716,  1718. 

appropriations  for  Seminole  war,  1716. 

on  New  York  fire  bill,  1716. 
Campbell,  Mr.,  of  S.Carolina,  on  defaoltaie'  aecounti,  6IS. 

on  the  Florida  war,  739. 
Carter,  Mr.,  on  claims  for  looses  In  Florida  campaign^  16I& 
Chambers,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  915,  1161. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1261. 
Chapman,  Mr^  on  claims  against  depoeite  banks,  1721. 
Claiborne^  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  560,  1116. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  1638. 
Clark,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  Honse^  578. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  1069. 

on  national  bank,  1220. 

on  the  sub -Treasury  bill,  1698. 
Colee,  Mr.,  on  printer  to  House,  670. 
Connor,  Mr.,  on  express  mail  postage,  1370. 
Craig,  Mr.,  on  rales  and  orders,  618. 
Crockett,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  1267. 
Curtis,  Mr.,  on  Tieasory  note  bill,  1866. 
Cushing  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  658,  563,  664klKi 

on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  6G8. 

business  of  the  session,  606,  506. 

correspondence  with  Mexico  and  Texas,  6IS|  41S. 

on  Florida  war,  642,  648,  666,  699,  771. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  861. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1268,  ISOl,  1381. 

on  express  mail  postage,  1370. 

on  sub*Treasory  bill,  1614. 
•  on  general  appropriation  bfll,  1718. 
Cashnan,  Mr.,  on  fourth  insUlment  bill,  740,  llOt. 

on  the  sub- Treasury  bill,  1403. 
Dawson,  Mr.,  on  oonespondence  with  Mexico  and  Texi% 
614. 

on  fourth  kistabnent  bill,  684,  644,  1056, 106^ 
1140. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1248. 

on  sub-Tieasory  bill,  1636. 
Doooany  Mr.,  on  business  of  the  ses^on,  607. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  683,  1060,  1066. 

on  Traasory  nottf  bill,  1264. 

on  ntlea  and  orders,  1366. 
Dmin,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  1248,  1261,  1261. 

on  bill  merchanti^  doty  bonds,  1401. 
Elmor^  Mr.,  on  printing  Mexican  eomspoodeuoa,  197^ 
1876,  1878. 


IKI^SS  TO  SPJBAiUBEB'  NABCBS  VSt  TUB  HOTTSS  OF  RBFIOSSENTATITBtf. 


vn 


Bfenti,  Mr.,  of  Yenaont,  oa  KisiMppi  eI«otion«  566. 

00  Florida  war,  641. 

national  bank, -802. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  1 139. 

on  bill  merchants'  doty  bonds,  1401. 

appropriations  for  Seminole  war,  1716. 
Swing,  Mr.,  of  Indiana,  re/erence  of  Presidant'a  naasisgf, 
591. 

oa  importation  of  wheat,  630. 

on  memorial  for  national  bank,  697. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  990. 

on  claims  of  Florida  Tolunteetrs,  1540. 
^airfield,  Mr,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  756. 
rillffiore,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  891. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1251,  1253. 
'letcher,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  1259. 
*0«ter,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bUI,  730. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1321. 
'ry,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  biU|  1016. 
rarland,  Mr.,  of  Va.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House, 
577,  578. 

on  business  of  the  seaaion,  602. 

defaulters'  accounts,  629. 

n  fourth  instalment  bill,  690»  602,  608. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  1397,  1442. 
uriand,  Mr.,  of  La.,  on  Florida  war»  648,  771. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  1149. 

Treasury  notes,  1163. 

on  claims  against  deposite  banks,  1402, 1687, 1717, 
1721,  1724. 

holson,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  560»  801,  1115, 
1190. 

on  election  of  printer  to  the  House^  574. 

on  Florida  war,  738,  789,  768. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1 149. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1360,  1361. 
laacock,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  Houae,  571. 

on  Florida  war,  641,  699,  706,  1291,  1295,  1296, 
1404. 

on  Mississippi  election,  800. 

on  adjournment,  1173. 

on  national  bank,  1220. 

on  general  appropriation  bill,  1714. 
■aham,  Mr.,  on  the  rnles,  582. 

myeu,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  4he  House,  578, 
579. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1077. 

claims  against  deposlte  banks,  1719. 
mjt  Mr.,  of  N.  Y.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1128. 
enoell,  Mr.,  on  correspondence  with  Meiico  and  Texas, 
610. 

Treaaory  note  bill,  1254. 

on  express  mail  po<»tage,  1879. 
Uted,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  789. 

Treasory  note  bill,  1348. 
mer,  Mr.,  on  the  Mississippi  election,  562. 

rules,  566,  582,  588,  618,  627. 

specie  payments  to  membeia,  688. 

foarth  insUlment  bill,  638,  1036^  1060,  1072. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1151,  1275. 

audjottmment,  1173. 
'Ian,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  1061. 

fourth  instalment,  1147. 
liflon,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  581. 

Mississippi  election,  799,  801; 
tiiig*»  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  electioti»  1208. 
rkins^  Mr.,  on  general  appropriation  bill,  1714. 
''1100,  Mr.,  on  correspondence  wit b  Mexico  and  Texnn, 
606,  608,  613. 
Miaaissippi  election,  799,  800,  1191. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  1136,  1144,  1147,  1148. 
Treasury  note  bill,  1152,  1249,  1308. 
a^oumment,  1166,  1167. 


Haynea,  Mr.,  on  mles  and  ordera,  1856. 

the  sob-Treasury  bill,  1444. 

claims  againat  depostte  bank,  1720. 
Hoffman,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  571. 

the  sub-Treasury  bill,  1406,  1631. 
Holaey,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  665. 

correspondence  with  Mexico  and  Texas,  612. 

Florida  war,  665. 

finurth  instalment  bill,  751 . 

Treasury  note  bill,  1250. 
Hopkins,  Mr.,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill,  1301. 
Howard,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  679^ 
580. 

correspondence  with  Mexico  and  Taxi^  605,  610, 
614,  1375. 

claims  against  France,  698. 

Florida  war,  700,  1294. 

the  Mississippi  election,  1 195. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1277,  1351. 

claims  against  deposite  banks,  1720. 
Hunter,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  sub-Treasury  bill,  1411. 
Jenifer,  Mr.,  on  business  of  the  session,  595. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  991,  999. 
Johnson,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  fourth  instalroeut  bill,  908, 
1059. 

adjournment,  1166. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1253,  1322,  1741. 

sub-Treasury  bill,  1494,  1495. 

general  appropristion  bill,  1712,  1718,  1714. 
Johnson,  Mr.,  of  Louisiana,  on  claims  against  deposite 
banks,  1402,  1687,  1717. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1718. 
Jones,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  716. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1368. 
Legare,  Mr.,  on  Miastssippi  election,  1177. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1311,  1360,  1368,  1371. 

sub-Treasury  bill,  1541. 
Lewis,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  1365. 
Lincoln,  Mr.,  on  memorials  against  annexation  of  Texas, 
619. 

Florida  war,  703,  739. 

Mississippi  election,  1208. 

claims  upon  deposite  banks,  1687,  1724. 

purchaaiug  copies  of  reports  on  finance,  1728. 
Loomis,  Mr.,  on  defaulters'  accounts,  629. 
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